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C O U R I E RC O U R I E R

by Jeanie Wilks

I carried a small bag for Father Bruce that Saturday afternoon, not
realizing what it contained but fully aware that it was something
precious. At the 4:00 p.m. Mass, I discovered that it was the mask that
Father Bruce wore at Ground Zero when the stairwell of bodies was
discovered. He told the passionate tale of the Holy Spirit’s call to wander
to Ground Zero that day and how the NYFD called upon him to bless the
bodies as they were exhumed. 

Thus, our Parish Mission began. By Monday evening’s first talk,
there was no need for introductions. The church was filled with souls
anxious to be renewed and filled. 

Night one had begun our journey with the soul. Night two with the
community and night three with the Church. 

We found ourselves singing spirituals, show tunes, a bit of Motown
as well as traditional hymns. The music was beautifully bonding because,
despite our diverse backgrounds and ages, we all knew the words and
melodies. In music we discovered a common ground that we all
comprehended and recognized. 

Music therapy of sorts, opened our senses to a celebrated relaxation
and then challenged us to release our exuberance into the world instead
of sitting quietly in our pews whispering prayers each week and then
going our separate ways until the next week. From this moment forward
we would never quite be as comfortable as when we had begun but there
was an energy - a presence that was palpable. The Holy Spirit was viably
present.

Father Bruce talked about the human battles we all face and struggle
with internally, socially, culturally, and in this election year, politically.
We faced the brutal reality that America is a rapidly growing mission

field for the rest of the
world. The work laid
before us is no longer
“over there” but “right
here!”

An example of the
mission field presented to
us came when Father
Bruce and Father Boddie
visited a local public
school where a few of us
teach. Their presence was
stark and noticeable from
the moment they entered the building.

They were “THE men in black!” 
Students strained to look through classroom windows as they passed

and a simple glance was enough to quell a poor decision or two by
students. When they arrived in my multicultural class, Father Bruce

began to speak Spanish
and the Spirit filled the
room! That gesture
opened a plethora of
responses from singing
folk songs to smiles of
genuine child-likeness
that are rare these days,
even in third grade (8-9
year-olds).

They found the same
responses in Mrs.
Thomas’ class simply by
being present and
speaking with these
children, many of whom
have little or no guidance
in their daily lives
outside of their hours in
class.

Our very own “Men
in Black”!

Father Bruce left us
with challenges, but also with hope as he closed the mission with a clear
picture of the Catholic Church’s universality (by definition), her social
activism historically and at the present time. The challenge is now ours
at Christ the King to continue this precedent of the Church with the gifts
of the Holy Spirit abundantly present in our community. 
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by Deacon George Barletta

Are you ready? Those three little words can have such a big impact. We hear those words and
we may have feelings ranging from certainty to doubt, confidence to despair and being positive to
maybe being one who questions. 

The word “Advent” comes from the Latin word “Adventus” which means “coming.”We focus
on Advent because it is the preparation to celebrate the birth of Jesus in His first coming and to be
prepared for the return of Christ in His second coming. The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
reminds us: “The Advent Season is a time of preparation that directs our hearts and minds to
Christ’s second coming at the end of time and also the anniversary of the Lord’s birth on Christmas.
The final days of Advent from December 17th to December 24th focus particularly on our
preparation for the celebration of the Nativity of our Lord (Christmas).”

All of us put forth a great amount of effort and have a sense of pride when we prepare for
anything. When we know we have family or friends over to our house for dinner, we prepare the
home to look immaculate. We may go to great lengths to clean from top to bottom, make sure we
have the right foods that are prepared the right way so we can make a good impression and to make
the event a joyous and happy event. Hopefully, we are able to pull it off without a hitch. But there are those times when we believe we are fully
prepared and we encounter the unexpected. Sometimes you cannot prepare for everything. 

During Hurricane Matthew, I prepared my house as I removed everything out of the yard, boarded up the windows, stocked up on water, batteries
and food. Regardless of the fact that we were so prepared, we still had trees from another property fall over into our yard and on our house. The
unexpected happened and I had to deal with it.  The tough part about it is that as much as we want to be prepared for those encounters in life, we will
have the unexpected happen. The unexpected happens because we cannot predict the future because if we could, we immediately would turn the
unexpected into the expected. Life is simply full of different things like obstacles, hurdles and things just happening as we never would have thought
would have happened the way they did, but it did.

No matter how much you tell yourself “I am ready,” the question arises, “Am I ready?” as well as, “I don’t know if I am ready.” Preparing for
Advent is no different. Are you preparing a way for the Lord? Are you putting yourself on the right path? Are you headed in the right direction? God
wants us to be on the right path and to be going in the right direction. He gives us guidance and grace. You can receive the grace God is offering you
by spending more time in prayer. Expanding your relationship with God and asking God to give you the answers to your questions, problems and
concerns. Expanding and further developing your prayer life during Advent each and every day provides us the opportunity to become more prepared.
Take advantage of the opportunity to spend those precious moments with God. Taking additional time to pray, read Scripture, meditate and reflect will
enhance your relationship with God. Preparing your heart, mind, body and soul for living the rest of your life allows you to be one who is in
anticipation of the second coming of Christ. Too many times people get caught up with preparing for Christmas by shopping for gifts, putting up the
Christmas tree and being festive in the season as a consumer. While there is a time and a place, the season of Advent is the time and the place for us
to get prepared to receive the gift of the birth of Jesus. 

What greater gift is there than to have the gift of Jesus from God the Father. Jesus is the grace that the Father wants to give us in this Advent.
Advent is the time to renew and deepen our relationship with God. Have we put God first in our lives? If God is not first, we are missing out. We
should be happy and joyous during Advent as we are getting close to the anniversary of the birth of Christ. It is a shame that there are people who
will not be happy. There are those who will be lonely, depressed and full of sorrow. And they will try to fill the void with material things. They are
too busy worrying about receiving the tangible rather than hoping and yearning for the intangible. Are they seeking happiness and satisfaction from
worldly and material things or do they truly want just to receive the grace that God is offering? There is no worldly possession that can fill our hearts
which longs for the grace of God. Only Jesus can fill our emptiness, erase the void and satisfy our yearning for our God. You will not find the longing
being fulfilled by something under the Christmas tree on Christmas but rather you will find it in Jesus. You will find it in the Eucharist you receive
on Christmas day. You will find the happiness by spending time in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. You will find fulfillment in prayer,
meditation and reflection.

During this Advent let us get prepared as much as we possibly can. Take the time to reflect on not only the past year but on our entire lives. Look
at those around you and see if you have done all you can to help them with their well-being and happiness. Have you brought them closer to Jesus?
Take the time to conduct an examination of conscience and take advantage of the sacrament of reconciliation so that you may receive the love, mercy
and forgiveness of God. Put yourself in a better position to have your heart receive Jesus. Acknowledge your shortcomings, recognize your
weaknesses, capitalize on your strengths and fortitude, and confess and repent—-it is all about your preparation. It is all about using all we can to
prepare ourselves for Jesus’ coming. No matter who you are, what you think you know and what you really don’t know effects all of us. It is difficult
not knowing what to expect or when to expect it. We need to have faith and trust in God, We must rely on the assurance that God has given us the
ways and means to not only prepare ourselves for the unexpected in our lives but also to be prepared for the second coming of Christ. 

“Keep awake therefore for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. Therefore you must also be ready for the Son of Man is coming at
an unexpected hour.” Advent is our time. It is our time with Jesus and for Jesus to be with us. Jesus is the light of the world and Advent is our time
to come out of the darkness. 

So let us do all we can to turn from the question of “Am I ready” to “I am ready.”
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Advent - Are You Ready?

A Message from Deacon George



by Carol-Ann Black

I have today declared gratitude
and gratefulness to be my magical
bywords for the next few days and
weeks as an antidote for all the stress and fear and discouragement that
has swirled around us during this election season. Consider - both fear
and discouragement are pride in disguise. When we are fearful and dis-
couraged, we are forgetting that it is God who is in charge, not ourselves.
He is the Perfect One, not us. Being less than perfect doesn’t mean that
we don’t have our own power - power bestowed by God - grace. Grace
will lead us to gratitude and thankfulness for all that we have.
Interestingly, scientific studies have proven that when we are aware of
things we are grateful for, we are happier human beings. Thus, my decla-
ration that gratitude is an antidote for fear and discouragement. 

And that is not the end of my consideration of gratitude. I attended the
diocesan stewardship conference last weekend (November 5). The theme
of the conference was Building Parish Spirituality, and the keynote speak-
er was Father Andrew Kemberling, from Denver. His topic was “The
Spirituality of Money.” We are all familiar with the concept that
Stewardship requires us to share with God our time, talent and treasure.
And most of us have greater difficulty with the treasure part of it. Father
Kemberling referred to the tithe and its biblical roots, saying that we must
give back a portion of our most valued possessions in thanksgiving for the
infinite sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. Most of us have heard some of this
at other times. But there is that magical word again - gratitude. Gratitude
paves the way for building our spiritual lives, as well as offering comfort
when we are in distress. Enough on gratitude for now - on to the Courier
and what’s to read in this issue.

If you are into parish history don’t miss “Jean Sell Remembers” in
which she calls to mind all the priests she has known since coming to
Christ the King years ago. Can you recall any she has missed? Let us
know for sure. Paul Ghiotto’s final article in his series about the buildings
on the CTK campus tells some of the story of our current worship space
- “The Church with the Tree in It.” How much of that story is part of your
story at Christ the King?

Another history article that has become more timely in recent months
with ongoing fundraising for restoration is about the Norman Studios, by
Dan Scanlan. Norman Studios located on Arlington Road was one of the
pioneering movie studios in the country and it is a near neighbor - fancy
that.

As the seasons change and advent approaches, the articles by Deacon
George and Seminarian Martin Ibeh - “Advent - Are you Ready?” and “A
Time to Stay Awake” - are particularly timely. And finally, remember our
veterans whom we honor each year at this time and enjoy “Who Said Vets
Don’t Count?”

Finally, I have a holiday gift suggestion for your favorite reader. Last
Priest Standing, by Father Richard Infante was a wonderful read. Father
Infante’s hand-written inscription to a fellow religious on the title page of
my copy says it all. “Brother Francis, I hope you enjoy these stories about
the priesthood, the sacraments and our Church.”
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Letters

Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier cer-
tain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the
Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct
quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,
if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not
capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

--------------

Editor’s 
Corner

Epiphany International Celebration
January 8, 2017

Prepare and share your favorite ethnic dish.
From French to Indian Hungarian to
Haitian Share your cuisine with your

parish family.
Watch the bulletin for details.

October 19, 2016
Dear Father Boddie, 

Please accept this additional $200 donation in gratitude for the use of
Christ the King Convent. Jackie and the K of C members and wives were
absolutely wonderful in receiving us and working very hard to provide
beds downstairs since the Sisters were unable to go upstairs.

May God bless those who were so diligent and attended to our needs. 
We were honored to be present that Sunday when Monsignor Haut

came to celebrate the first Mass in the new convent chapel.

Our prayers and gratitude,
Sister Jane Stoecker, SSJ

Kudos to the Stewardship Committee

This past weekend one of the ministries I belong to was invited for a
lovely evening with the pastoral staff. Father Boddie and Father Lam
have entertained all the various ministries with an appreciation gathering
(and that’s a lot of ministries). The pastoral staff has also held a number
of welcome evenings to new members of our community. The evenings
are a time to converse with one another while enjoying some of God’s
bounty - much like the family dinner table should be.

There is a lot of work that goes into planning these evenings. Our
busy pastoral staff does not have the time to organize such evenings. This
is where the capable hands of the Stewardship committee, along with
Wonder-woman, Jackie Comstock, come into play.

These committee members have worked along with Jackie for over
four years putting on these events. Planning dates, sending out invitations,
decorations and food - we must not forget the food!! And of course some-
one has to deal with dirty dishes and cleanup afterwards.

The Stewardship committee, under the leadership
of Laurie Plotz, has done a wonderful job, and
they seem to do it with such joy! I could try to
list all the committee members, but I feel I
would leave someone out. Four years of serving
the ministries and welcoming our new fami-
lies!!! That’s a lot of dishes and glasses to
wash!!! I am sure there are other things the com-
mittee does, but I’m just blown away with this
aspect -- being joyfully social.

Thank you, Stewardship committee, and Jackie, for all your hard
work over these years. When Father Boddie wants to have an apprecia-
tion gathering for YOUR committee, it would be my pleasure to serve
you. GOD BLESS YOU ALL.

Mary Ann Sullivan
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Christ the King Christmas
Penance Service

Wednesday,
December 14
at 7:00 p.m.
What better

way
to prepare

for the birth
of our Lord?

by Sister Nancy

I first became involved with the ministry of visiting the sick in early
2011. I went with Walter Henderson to take Holy Communion to the
residents and patients at Brookdale-Atrium Way on Tuesdays. Sometimes
I would go take Eileen Geesey on Thursdays. These were the two days
each week that Christ the King Parish visited the Atrium to take
communion – not just to those from Christ the King Parish but to any
Catholic resident or patient who was made known to us. Currently, we are
aware of 36 people who are practicing Catholics. We know that there are
others but they are not practicing their Catholic faith at this time. Besides
the Eucharistic Ministers who visit the Atrium twice a week, Monsignor
Danaher offers Mass on the fourth Friday of each month as well as on
Christmas Day and Easter Sunday.

After leaving the Atrium on Tuesdays, I make three stops at the homes
of people who are homebound and not able to get to church. On Sunday
mornings I visit four homes of ladies who cannot get to church because
of lack of transportation and/or physical limitations. Sometimes I am the
only person they see from one week to the next so I make it a point to
spend some time with them in addition to praying with them and bringing
them Jesus in Holy Communion.

When I first started with this ministry, I saw it as a great privilege to
be able to bring this sacrament to all of these people - and it still is a great
privilege. More than that it is also a blessing to me to be able to share in
the lives of these great members of Christ the King Parish. Listening is a
gift I have received from the Holy Spirit and with this gift I am also able
to offer them suggestions of how to continue in their journey to eternal
life with Jesus.

The Ministry of
Visiting the Sick

by Carol-Ann Black

I expect that some of our Courier readers will recall that I have
submitted a number of Sunday homilies delivered by Father Joseph
Devlin while pastor of my daughter’s parish, St. Bridget in East Falls,
Philadelphia. About a year ago, much to the disappointment of the
parishioners, Father Devlin moved from the comfort of East Falls to the
rough and neglected neighborhood known by its street names Kensington
and Allegheny, otherwise K&A. He and Father William Murphy and
Sister Ann Raymond, IHM, have established Mother of Mercy House to
“be the FACE OF GOD’S MERCIFUL LOVE for the little, the least, the
lost and the last.” The story that follows was taken from a recent letter to
patrons of Mother of Mercy House, and is fitting as we come to the end
of our Year of Mercy.

Jim was a middle-aged homeless man who spent much of his time in
Harrowgate Park. In fact, he often slept there on the benches at night.
This past winter, on one of our Saturday morning walks, we saw Jim and
shared with him a prayer, some pop-tarts and a blanket. Within minutes,
Jim had shared his snack with a young girl on the next bench; he then
wrapped her in the blanket we had just given him. He then went on to
explain to us, “You blessed me, so now I want to bless someone too.”
Here was a man, who in his own simple way, knew and lived the heart of
the Gospel message. We are blessed with the infinite love of God, and our
only work is to share that blessed love with others. The very next night,
paramedics arrived in the park to take Jim’s lifeless body away. Strangers
would now have to find a place to bury this simple soul who had no family
around. Despite the sadness of Jim’s passing on a Kensington park
bench, we are grateful to God that before he died, Jim was able to
experience at least a little of the infinite mercy of God through Mother of
Mercy House and in return, share with us, his humble witness of that
same mercy being showered upon another. 

It seems to me that Father Devlin and his associates are exemplars of
the words spoken by Pope Francis almost a year ago when he declared
the Year of Mercy and asked us all to share God’s mercy with the people
we meet every day. 

Father Devlin’s
New Mission

by Lucille Guzzone

The gathering was small since only the youngest children in the
religious education program participated in becoming saints on the
evening of October 26. But the hearts of those who participated were so
large and filled with love and excitement. Father Boddie gave the children
a little quiz about their knowledge of various saints, and most of the
children answered him correctly. Father was asked to choose the “favorite
saints” of the evening from among the participants, but he politely backed
out of that request. Father loved them all !!!!

Religious Education
Celebrate the Saints
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by Carl Anderson
November 7, 2016
Special to CRUX
CRUXnow.com (Independent Catholic News site operated in partnership
with the Knights of Columbus).

It has been the strangest election season any of us can remember. And
among the many surprises was the disclosure by WikiLeaks of emails
from within a presidential campaign organization that caused great con-
cern among many Catholics for the disparaging language used to describe
Catholics.

The disclosure prompted the president of the United States
Conference of Catholics Bishops, Archbishop Joseph Kurtz of Louisville,
to issue an unprecedented public statement about what he described as an
attempt “to interfere in the internal life of the Church for short-term polit-
ical gain” and to urge “public officials to respect the rights of people to
live their faith without interference from the state.”

While the fact that these disclosures came from within a political cam-
paign was troubling, more troubling still was the fact that they were made
by Catholics about other Catholics.

The episode points to a serious challenge for Catholics: regardless of
the outcome of tomorrow’s election, America will remain a deeply divid-
ed country and those divisions are, to a very real extent, reflected within
our own Catholic faith community.

The question that we as Catholics should ask ourselves is in what way
Catholics in America can in the future be a source of unity and reconcili-
ation, or whether we will be a cause of further division.

The answer to that question will depend largely on what we think it
means today to be a Catholic in America. In other words, what is funda-
mental to our identity as Catholics?

Pope Francis, in his book, On Heaven and Earth, written while he was
Archbishop of Buenos Aires, stated: “There are those that seek to compro-
mise their faith for political alliances or for a worldly spirituality… Henri
de Lubac, says that the worst that can happen to those that are anointed
and called to service, is that they live with the criteria of the world instead
of the criteria that the Lord commands from the tablets of the law and the
Gospel.”

While the pope was specifically writing about the clergy, I think what
he says applies to all Catholics.

Speaking about this to my brother Knights of Columbus I have said
that as an organization dedicated to the principles of charity, unity, frater-
nity and patriotism, we must strive to be a source of unity in our church
and society and to do this in a way consistent with our commitment to
charity, fraternity and patriotism.

Many Americans, and many Catholics among them, are disheartened
and frustrated about what has happened during this political season. But
this is precisely the time that Catholics need to step up and more fully
exercise their responsibilities as citizens for the common good.

It is time for more - not less - Catholic involvement in the life of our
nation.

But how, are Catholics to do this? Pope Francis has already suggested
the answer: to live more fully by the criteria that the Lord commands
rather than by the criteria of the world.

In other words, we need to continue the renewal of our own faith com-
munity as Catholics if we hope to influence more effectively our national
life as Americans.

I would suggest six areas.
First, continue the renewal of parish life as a true Eucharistic commu-

nity with a fuller appreciation of how the “the source and summit of the
Christian life” is also the source and summit of our unity and charity as
Catholics.

Second, the evangelization of Catholic families as a domestic church
which, like the universal church, is called to reach out in solidarity to
other families, as a source of unity, charity, mercy and reconciliation.

Third, a renewed devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary not only as the
perfect model of the Christian life, but also as an unsurpassed model for
understanding our responsibilities as citizens for the common good.

Fourth, a deeper understanding of those moral principles and issues
that have “absolute value” (as Pope Francis has said the Fifth
Commandment does) for us as a faith community, and that are the basis
for a more adequate engagement with the social doctrine of our church.

Fifth, a heightened commitment to Catholic education that is not sim-
ply abstract, but one that seeks to form the entire person.

Sixth, a greater appreciation of the office of bishop as the source of
unity for the local church-a unity that promotes a deeper communion
among bishops, priests, religious and laity.

Other considerations could be added to this list. But if we begin think-
ing in this way, then whoever wins the election, a greater unity among
Catholics may provide a roadmap for greater unity for our entire country.

And that would be a “Catholic vote” which would endure far beyond
today’s balloting.

Carl Anderson is the Supreme Knight of the Knights of Columbus, which
is the primary partner of Crux.

After today, the ‘Catholic vote’ should
matter more, not less

After all Masses in the weekend
of December 10-11

Christ the King Council of Catholic Women
will sponsor their

Annual Holiday Bake Sale and Raffle.

The first prize is an L.L.BEAN
backpack containing Jaguar tickets and
other fine gifts to the value of $400.00. 

Second and third prizes will also be given.
Drawing will be December 11
after the 11:00 a.m. Mass.

Money earned from this sale goes to the
parish as our gift at the end of the year.

Christ the King Council of Catholic Women
and the Knights of Columbus
invite all parishioners to attend 

First Friday Mass and Living Rosary
on December 2.

After Mass in the church, rosary will be
said in the Shirley David Hall 

and then we will enjoy a
covered dish dinner, prepared

and supplied by the
Knights and the Council members. 
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by Paul Ghiotto

Once again it’s that time of year when our
nation takes time to officially thank its military
service members for their actions in defense of
our great country.  “Thank you,” ladies and
gentlemen who have not only gladly “stood up”
but also, and more importantly, “signed up”
when America has called.

Ironically, each week a group of men who
answered the call gather in the rectory to count
the monies received during the weekend Mass
collections. Here is my salute to these military
veterans of Christ the King parish.  

Hank Pelz, the head of the money counters,
joined the Navy in 1951 from his home in
Wisconsin.  Hank rose to the rank of Chief Petty
Officer (machinist mate) before retiring in 1976
after 25 years of active service.  Hank’s favorite
duty station was aboard the destroyer USS Allen
M. Sumner (DD-692).

John Morrissey, Sr. was living in Michigan
when he joined the Navy in 1965.  John rose to
the rank of Chief Petty Officer (electronics
technician) before transitioning to the rank of
warrant officer.  John retired in 1985 as a Chief
Warrant Officer 4 (CWO4).  His favorite
command was the light cruiser USS Springfield
(CLG-7).

Sam Clements joined the Navy in 1952 from
his home in Louisville, Kentucky.  Sam served
as a Third Class Petty Officer
(quartermaster/signalman) in the 1950s.  His
ship,  Landing Ship Tank 822 (later renamed the
USS Harris County, LST 822) assisted in the
transport and relocation of Vietnamese from the
north of Vietnam to the south as a result of
provisions of a treaty ending French possession

of Vietnam in 1954. Sam finished his Navy tour
in 1956.

Frank Becht joined the Navy in July 1951,
during the Korean War from his home in
Georgetown, Indiana.  Frank attained the rank of
Petty Officer Second Class (aviation electronics
technician) and served as an instructor at
Jacksonville Naval Air Station from 1952 to
1955.  Frank remembered Florida’s warm
winters and he and wife Betty (whom he
married in 1953) moved back to Jax to stay in
1960.

Ken Maroney joined the Navy in January
1957 from his home in Atlanta, Georgia.  Ken
advanced to First Class Petty Officer
(signalman) before transitioning to the new
rating of Navy Counselor in 1973.  Ken retired
after 20 years of active service in 1977.  His
favorite duty station was his job as the sole
Navy recruiter in Yavapai County, Arizona.
After his Navy time Ken served for 20 years as
a civilian member of the Navy police at Mayport
Naval Station.

Paul Ghiotto joined the Naval Reserve as a
senior at Bishop Kenny High School in
September 1965. He served two years aboard
the Navy’s heavy cruiser, USS Newport News
(CA-148) back in 1966-68.  He stayed in the
reserves afterwards, served in a wide variety of
shore and sea commands, and eventually retired
as a Senior Chief Petty Officer (storekeeper) in
1994.

Nick Klepac enlisted in the Marines from his
home in Texas in 1969. He rose to the rank of
Staff Sergeant working in aviation logistics and
taught both at Memphis, Tennessee and
Meridian, Mississippi. A quick study, Nick
received a warrant officer’s commission in

1976, and rose to Chief Warrant Officer 4,
touring California, Japan and other areas of
Southeast Asia. He was subsequently
commissioned to 1st Lieutenant and retired as a
Major in 1997, after 27 years of active service.
His favorite duty station was 1st Marine Air
Wing Headquarters, Camp Butler, Okinawa,
Japan. Nick’s wife, BerNiece, whom he met on
active duty, also served in the Marines as a
Sergeant.

Tom Thornton joined the Army in 1958 from
his home in El Paso, Texas.  Tom rose to the
rank of Corporal before completing two years of
active service in 1958.  Tom’s work was mostly
as a rifleman in the infantry where he taught
map reading to his fellow soldiers.  He
especially enjoyed his time while stationed at Ft.
Hood in Texas.

Now, while it might be true that at some
point while on active duty – most likely in boot
camp – all of the men above were considered
“no count,” the fact is that all eventually
accounted for quite a few years of service to
country and made a good “account” of
themselves both in and out of uniform. The
parish has “counted” on men – and women
(“Thank You,” Doris Faustini and Darlene
O’Neal) – like these, since its beginning, to
faithfully perform the important duty of
counting, depositing, and recording the monies
received from church collections. 

Just like new recruits everywhere, those who
serve this ministry get free doughnuts and
coffee, too. 

Anchors Aweigh, Semper Fi, and Hooah!
Happy Veterans Day!

Who Said Vets Don’t “Count?”

CTKS Family School Association (FSA)
by Melissa Settles

What is the FSA? How do I get involved?

When my children started school at Christ the King (CTKS) almost three years ago, I heard of the FSA, during orientation, but I had no idea
what the abbreviation stood for or what the organization did for the school. I finally made it to the second meeting of the year. I still had no idea
what FSA stood for, and I felt a little lost being at the second meeting with so many events in the works already. I got all of the fundraisers sent out
to the students and knew how I could help raise money for the school by selling whatever it was at the time. However, there were these big events
like the festivals, dances, and the other events that the FSA was talking about that I really wanted to offer my help and even thought I might really
enjoy at the same time! Yet, I wasn’t sure how to do that… HAVE YOU FELT THIS WAY? Do you feel this way now?

Well, I am (along with the rest of the board) working to change that. We want to make FSA meetings less intimidating and make it easy for you
to get involved! We want you to know what the FSA is and what we do. Right now, I can start by letting you all know some of our upcoming events:

• JINGLE JAM on December 9 from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. There will be music, games, food, baked goods, vendor booths, and so much more!
There will be friends, fun, and fellowship for the whole family!
• The Christmas Boutique will start on December  1 and is another opportunity to volunteer by making donations or volunteering your time.
Both options can be used toward volunteer hours needed for your annual requirements.
• Coupon Book sales will start on November 30! They will be available in time to give as Christmas presents that anyone on your list is
sure to love! Look for more info as the fundraiser start date nears.

In case you weren’t aware, the FSA has its own Facebook page. We are currently making some updates and uploading the most up-to-date
information in each of our current newsletters, flyers, and other publications. You can find us at Christ the King Catholic School FSA. Like our page,
and then you will have access to the latest on school events, fundraisers, and volunteer opportunities!

Last month the first grade class had more parents in attendance at the FSA meeting than any other grade! As a result, they will receive a surprise
reward! Next month, which class will it be? Will another class beat out first grade or will they take the prize again?

Please do not hesitate to reach out to any FSA representative about getting involved at our children’s school. Do what you’re good at, what you
enjoy, and what you think is the best fit for you when you volunteer your time. Please feel free to contact me, Melissa Settles, FSA Secretary, at
(904)710-9119 or msettles.arnp@gmail.com about anything you’ve read here or about how you can get involved!
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by Martin Ibeh

Advent season is just around the corner. What plans do we have for
our spiritual life in this time of preparation? It is important that we reflect
on some steps we may want to take to prepare our hearts to receive the
coming Savior. 

I recall my friend’s experience one morning. He woke up rather late.
Opening his door, he saw a newsletter with a bold title: “Awake O Ye
Sleeper.” For some reason, he did not read it. He shredded the leaflet.
However, throughout that day, he kept pondering the significance of the
call to be awake. Then he prayed, “Lord teach me how to be truly awake.” 

Like the caption on the newsletter, the season of Advent resounds,
“Awake from sleep. Be prepared, for the Messiah comes to you.” Advent
calls us to be prepared to welcome the tiny infant Savior, wrapped and in
a manger or, better still, the season invites us to open our hearts to receive
the Messiah, who desires to be born anew in our hearts. 

In his Gospel, Mark calls us to be constantly alert to welcome the
Savior, “Be watchful! Be alert!” (Mark13:33). How do we stay watchful
for the coming of the Lord? As we know, when we want to host a party in
our home, or when we invite a guest of honor in our home for a dinner,
we make a special preparation. We sweep, clean and arrange our homes
properly and put on clean clothes. Our Savior comes to dine with us, to
make His dwelling in our hearts. Don’t we need some preparation, some
clean-up for His coming? Yes, we do. We ought to be grateful to God for
the blessing of keeping us alive to witness another Advent, another time
of grace to make a home in our hearts for the Lord. We know that not all
who celebrated the season last year are alive this year. Their own time of
grace has gone by forever. We may have more years to celebrate it, but we
are invited to prepare this year’s coming of the Lord as though it would
be our last. 

Some of us have not gone to confession for a long time. Sometimes
we forget why we need to go to confession. Who among us is without sin?
I believe no one among us will raise her or his hand and say that s/he is
infallible and sinless. In one way or another, we are sinners. Sin is a bad
stain on the soul. Sin damages our relationship with Christ, with our
neighbor, and creates inner conflict within us as individuals. The Lord
wants us to welcome Him in our lives to heal our brokenness. Through the
sacrament of confession, Christ cleanses us of stains of sin and reconciles
us with God. 

Advent invites us to reflect on the life that the Savior calls us to live
as Christians - a life of love and sharing with one another. Christ comes
to be one piece with us through the Eucharist. When we receive the
Eucharist in a state of grace, Christ, our divine Healer, touches, strength-
ens and heals us. He heals us our whole being: body, soul, mind and spir-
it. Whoever is touched by the Lord is truly healed and made one with
Him. But Christ does not touch us unless we allow ourselves to be
touched by Him. We prepare for this healing and life-giving communion

when we sincerely repent
of some way we have
failed to love fully. It may
be our lack of forgiveness,
our dishonesty, our ingrat-
itude, our selfishness, our
impurity, or our gossiping.
Advent is a time to stay
awake in prayer so as to
overcome the tactics of
the enemy of life. For
some of us, our daily
busyness does not allow
us quality time for prayer.
Yet, we spend a long time
watching television, surf-
ing the Internet, playing
games, and partying. We
say we have no time to go
to confession, no time to
go to church, no time to step aside to pray. Advent calls us to examine our-
selves to discover what stands between us and our beloved Divine
Redeemer. In this Advent, we may want to resolve to find time each day
to turn off  our television, computer, smartphone, or whatever consumes
all our time and absorbs our whole minds, so that we may withdraw to a
quiet place to reconcile with the Lord, to pray, to speak and listen to what
the Lord will say to us. 

Who claims to have a close friend without spending some time with
the friend? When we have time for the Lord, we deepen in our personal
relationship with Him. Advent calls us to stay awake in living our faith by
doing works of mercy. Among us are our brothers and sisters who are in
need of food, clothes, and some other material needs. Sometimes, we tend
to forget them. 

We prepare for this Advent by imitating Christ who cares for the poor,
the sick, the outcast and the oppressed, and the brokenhearted. We are
called to visit and care for those who are sick and those in prison. Some
are grieving, and we have to console them. 

As the Bible says, charity and good work covers a multitude of sins
(1Peter 4:8). Christ desires to have a home in our hearts. He wants us to
always live in His presence. By giving our time in prayerful penance, in
joyful hope, in conversion of hearts and good works, we receive our
Savior who comes to our hearts.

As we begin this Advent, we humbly pray: “Lord, teach me how to be
truly awake, ready for your coming.”

The Seven Spiritual Works of Mercy
To convert a sinner.

To instruct the ignorant.

To counsel those in doubt.

To comfort those in sorrow.

To bear wrongs patiently.

To forgive injuries.

To pray for the living and the dead.

Since this is the year of Mercy...

The Seven Corporal Works of Mercy
To tend the sick.

To feed the hungry.

To give drink to the thirsty.

To cloth the naked.

To harbor the stranger.

To minister to prisoners.

To bury the dead.

A Time to Stay Awake



Page 8 Christ the King Courier November 2016

VVii ee
tt nnaamme

essee CCoommmmuunn ii t
t yy

CC ee
ll ee bb r
raa tt ee ss FFaatthheerr TThh

aannhh ’’ss

22 55

tt hh
AAnnnn ii

vveerrssaarryy aass aa PPrr
ii ee ss tt



by Charm I. Saults

Nicholas Johnson, a graduate of
Christ the King and Bishop Kenny,

went to Heidelberg University in
Tiffin, Ohio, on a football scholar-
ship. Just before the spring semes-
ter began in 2015, he decided to
venture out and travel
to Italy to study art
history. He felt like
God was guiding him
on this path. Every
day was an adventure
- learning to speak
Italian; learning to
cook (that was hard);
and learning more
about the people along
his way. They are a lot
like us with similar
hopes and dreams. The Italians
show their strong belief in God and
are open to sharing with others.
When he returned he had some
amazing stories to tell. One is how
surprised he was when he went to
Mass on Palm Sunday. There were
thousands of people present, but
when Mass started all that he could
hear was a few birds flying over
and the Mass. Not one person said
a word.

This spring Nicholas decided to
travel once again and went to Costa
Rica for the spring semester, where
his classes ended on May 5. Instead
of returning right away, Nicholas
put a video on Facebook letting

everyone know that he would not
return immediately, but would
make his way home over land.
There were days when he was off

the grid, but when he
could, he would send out
updates of his travels
contacting family and
friends.

In his own words
Nicholas said, “Every day
we have a choice to find
good in this world or
choose to be afraid of it.
This world is not a scary
place. God has written a
beautiful book – and what
a shame it would be to

only read the first page.”
There were a few things

Nicholas did not mention until he
got home. One was that he limited

himself to $20.00 a day for bus
travel, food and lodging. He also
did not mention he would be hitch-
hiking. He did carry a portable tent,
sleeping in the woods, on some-
one’s front lawn or even on a
rooftop. 

Nicholas said there were a lot
of good kind people he met, who
offered him rides, occasionally let-
ting him stay in their house or on
their porch. After a month one fam-
ily took him in, because he had
become ill, eating only tuna fish
and bread for a month and he had
lost 20 pounds. He was there for
about a week as they nursed him
back to health.

Nicholas had a burning desire
to find good in the world, especial-
ly in places where people are often
afraid. He did have a couple of
mishaps. He rented a motorcycle
and had a little accident but after
paying the owner everything was
OK. In Nicaragua he purchased a
bicycle, but he took a wrong turn
and two guys stole the bicycle at
knife point. He did not mention
these things until he got back home.
His parents were worried, but trust-
ed his judgment and believed in
why he wanted to do this.

Nicholas said it was easy to
hitchhike in the countries south of
the border and you always had a
ride within minutes, mostly in the
back of a pickup truck, but here in
the states you might have to wait
hours. His travels took him from
Costa Rica, up through Panama,
Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala,
Belize, Mexico, and then into the
U.S. He figured he traveled 5000
miles.

Nicholas visited small churches
which were always filled with the
villagers from the various towns he
visited. He also had the chance to
visit an orphanage.

During his travels, he
spoke with a man who had
spent two weeks in the
desert; a woman who was
smuggled in boxcars; a
family who had walked
every step of the way from
Guatemala to Puebla,
Mexico. Nicholas knew he
was privileged and lucky.
With a passport and credit
card, he could just stop in
one of the cities and catch
a plane if he needed to do
so.

Nicholas has a heritage
of pioneers. He has a distant cousin
who was a pony express rider,
another cousin who was the last
survivor of the Boston Tea Party
and is buried in Lincoln Park in

Chicago. He left the army when he
was 93 years old and died at the age
of 115 years. His grandfather on his
mother’s side came to America
from Lebanon. Since his grandpa
Eli knew five languages, Nicholas
was excited that now he could talk
to him in Italian or Spanish. So -
wanting to discover is in his blood.

Nicholas will graduate in
December from Heidelberg with a
4.0 average. Nicholas said “I still
feel like I want to be a nomad for a
while again - traveling until money
runs out and working a little and
getting back on the road again.”His
parents are not thrilled with the
idea. Maybe by December, he will
change his mind.

His words of wisdom to us are,
“There is good in people in all parts
of the world.” He wants everyone
to remember their acts of kindness
and keep God in their lives.
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Pioneer Spirit and Adventurous Nature

Queens and Kings
By Annie Sabatino

The Queens and Kings began
the 2016-2017 season with a
Tropical Theme. Members wore
leis and tables were adorned with
flowers with tiki masks on the wall. 

Finger food brought in by
members were sandwiches, fried
chicken, bowls of fruit, and
desserts of all kind, in addition to or
plus punch and coffee.

New officers were voted in:

Co-presidents are Patti and
Michael Fontana 
Vice President is Susan Roche
Secretary is Debbie Early
Treasurer is Gwen Ogden

The next meeting will be
November 20, at 1:00 p.m. in the
Shirley David Hall. Thanksgiving
will be the theme. Guitarist Bill
Rice will be there to entertain.
Anyone 55 or older is welcome.
Membership is still $5 a year.



Page 10 Christ the King Courier November 2016

by Valerie Daugherty

Mrs. Daugherty is Human
Resources and Bookkeeper at Christ
the King Catholic Church. Mrs.
Daugherty relocated to Jacksonville,
Florida, from Louisville, Kentucky,
where she was Associate Director at
Dress for Success Louisville. She
has held numerous leadership
positions in the nonprofit and higher
education industries.  She has a
Bachelor of Science in Criminal
Justice/Accounting Technology
from University of Louisville as
well as a Masters in Criminal Justice
and Public Administration.  

She has over 20 years as
Business Manager and Human
Resource experience in nonprofit
organizations. She served in the U.S.
Navy for 6 years. Valerie Daugherty
has been included in the

Strathmore’s Who’s Who Worldwide Edition for her outstanding
contributions and achievements in the nonprofit field.  

Strathmore’s Who’s Who Worldwide highlights the professional lives
of individuals from every significant field or industry including business,
medicine, law, education, art, government and entertainment.
Strathmore’s is both an online and hardcover publication providing
members’ current and pertinent business information. It is a biographical
information source for thousands of researchers, journalists, librarians
and executive search firms throughout the world. 

In her spare time she has joined RCIA along with her nine-year-old
son Gary and they are studying to become Catholics.  Val volunteers with
veteran/ex-military nonprofit organizations.  She is a new member of the
Diocese of St. Augustine’s Stewardship, Chart of Accounts, and Process
& Procedures Committees.  

Welcome to our Church Family, Val & Gary.

Meet
Valerie Daugherty

Christ the King Council of Catholic Women

by Carol-Ann Black

The first general meeting for Christ the King Council of Catholic
Women was held September 29, in the Shirley David Hall. Our turnout
was good and of course the refreshments were excellent. Icing on the cake
was our speaker, Sandra Duggan, the new director of EPS in Jacksonville.
She spoke especially to the fact that with all the leadership changes in her
organization, much ground has been lost in the realm of financial support
and that she will be very busy reestablishing former relationships as well
as creating new ones. Sandra was a thoroughly enjoyable guest and stayed
quite late visiting with our members.

Building our membership is the number one priority for this year.
Father Boddie is always completely supportive of our organization and
allowed me and Staci Duncan to speak after all the Masses in the weekend
of August 20/21. This effort has borne fruit already.  We have several new
members on our books and several more planning to join soon.  

Major activities for the month of October have been the Children
Matter drive for school supplies for three neighborhood elementary
schools and the baby shower put on by Circle 2 for EPS. Both have been
totally successful. And we will do a diaper drive in the spring for EPS, but
that’s the future.

A major effort for CKCCW was hosting the South Jax Deanery dinner
meeting. Each affiliate hosts on a rotating schedule and this was our year.
Zack Dodge, who cooks for the rectory and works with the youth
programs, prepared the dinner for sixty-five women and has received rave
reviews from our guests. He is a very talented gentleman. Other parishes
want to know if they can hire him too. Hmmm. 

Upcoming events are the Living Rosary which is scheduled for
December 2 and the Holiday Bake Sale and Raffle in the weekend of
December 10/11. Last year for the first time CKCCW teamed up with the
Knights of Columbus for this activity. The resulting increase in numbers
made this an even more wonderful way to begin the advent season. Check
out the Courier ads and the bulletin for details of these activities. Of
course the entire parish is invited to both of them, and they are
particularly suitable for families because there is pot luck supper
afterward and the evening doesn’t run too long. 

There are two other holiday activities on our calendar - Daisy
McDonald’s Christmas gifts for the children of the migrant workers in the
area. Circles will be contacted with the details. Also, there is an Epiphany
Party for Farmworkers to be held on Sunday, January 8, out in Live Oak
and another under the same plan in Mayo.  Laura Morris is heading up
this effort (874-7100). A second contact for this event is Carla Marlow
whose phone is 724-9616.

In 2016, the Council of Catholic Women and the Welcome
Committee each held a Bunco event in the Parish Hall. The proceeds
benefited the convent. Bunco started after the 4:00 p.m. Mass on a
Saturday and we played through two rounds. Each time, we held a
50/50 drawing. Pizza and drinks were included.  Beer and wine were
available for a donation. This was such a success, that we will continue
to do this next year. We cleared over $1000 between the two games,
and everyone had so much fun. It’s easy to learn and we had many
beginners, so don’t be afraid to try. Look for a new Bunco game early
in 2017.

Love Is …
by Charm I. Saults

Love is in the eyes of everyone 
Who recognizes God.

Love is in the ears of everyone
Who hears God’s word.

Love is on the tongue of everyone
Who speaks of God or his son, Jesus.
Love is in the hearts of everyone
Who knows God loves them.
Love is in the consciousness of

Everyone who remembers to thank 
God every day.

Love is God who is before me,
At my side, in front and in back of me.
God is within my heart so I can give his

Love to others.
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by Jean Sell
My husband, Howard, and I arrived in

Jacksonville, the weekend of July 4, 1966. After
settling into Empire Apartments and our daugh-
ters in school, we began attending Christ the
King. The pastor at the time was Monsignor
John Lenihan, but very shortly after our arrival
Monsignor Mortimer Danaher arrived. I was SO
scared of him. If you mentioned that something
should be done, he answered, “The job is now
yours.” Father Boddie, recently ordained, joined
Christ the King and stayed for about a year. 

Then began the arrival of the Irish priests
and the Irish brogue became commonplace in
the parish. Father Hampson had the best homi-
lies - five minutes and the message was deliv-
ered. Father James Masterson came and he
loved to set up a lunch party at Expressway
Oysters and Beer. He would call us all a “bunch
of begrubers.” Next came Father Jack Sheppard,
who was so nice and loved by everyone. He
especially loved the children and it is after him
that Sheppard Square is named. 

Another favorite was Father Seamus
O’Flynn. He always had a charming smile. We
had Beach Road Chicken dinners following
Florida vs. Georgia games. After one such
game, in came Father Seamus and Father
Barnhardt - one as a Florida cheerleader and the
other a Georgia cheerleader. They wanted to
retrieve the money spent at the
game, so they conducted an auc-
tion and earned most of it back.
Not long after that Father
Barnhardt became sick and we
lost a good priest much too
soon. Father John Phillips came
soon thereafter - blonde hair and
blue eyes - and all the girls
loved him. His homilies were
frequently based on The
Velveteen Rabbit - obviously
one of his favorite books. 

Then came Father Joseph
Whitehead - boots and army
style clothes. He liked to wrestle
and would set up matches in the
gym. Father Joe also cleaned out
the trees and built a parking area
by the scout hut, near to the cur-
rent Vietnamese community cen-
ter, all with the help of the Boy Scouts. 

Father Paul, our first Vietnamese priest,
came but not for very long. Sadly, he became ill
and was diagnosed with cancer. My husband,
Howard, was with him when he received the
prognosis and decided to return home to
Vietnam.

Dung Bui joined Christ the King as a volun-
teer with the Vietnamese community and helped
out for some time around the parish. He eventu-
ally became a priest and is now in Gainesville.
He liked to come to my house on Saturday
mornings to cook his bacon-eggs-and-toast
breakfast - all in a half cup of oil! But then he
did clean the kitchen.

Who can forget Father John McCarthy who
came every June and stayed into August, giving
the parish priests time to get away for a while.
He did this for many years and if anyone went
to Ireland they got the full Royal Treatment
from his family. He called home for the week’s
news in Ireland and then to his sister in a nurs-
ing home up in Newfoundland.

Father Vincent Haut was at Christ the King
when the Guild fund-raiser was a show at the
Alhambra Dinner Theater. He asked to take a
part in it, and, well, he got on stage and we
could not get him off.

Father Valle joined us. He had three sisters
who always wanted a hug, so he carried on this
family tradition after Masses, when we all got a

hug. Father Mark Waters came about the same
time.  He was a great cook and a fun person to
know. Father Peter Colasurdo was with us for a
very short time, before he was transferred to St.
Matthew’s parish. Father Alan Bower also
served Christ the King for a short while, before
moving on.  

Father James Baker became our pastor after
Monsignor Danaher retired. He was with us for
only about two years and then became Bishop
Baker of Charleston, South Carolina. Quite a
few of us were able to attend his ordination as
bishop. Father Robert McDermott succeeded
Bishop Baker. And how could I forget in all this,
Father Brian Carey. He was with us for several
years and retired home to Ireland. Some of us
are still in touch with him.

Father Thanh arrived to keep up with our
growing Vietnamese community. I met him on
his first night. I told him my name, and asked
him how long he would be visiting. He replied
that he would be staying. “In that case,” I said,
“Call me Foxy Grandma. You will remember
that.”  Well, his memory left him and on the
next day he called Anne Seravo “Foxy.” She let
him have it on who she was and to not forget it.

Father Joe McDonald came to us for about a
year and then off to Chiefton, Florida.  We gave
him a great sendoff with a crock pot, a cook
book, and some white lightning. Father Richard

Perko came with all his jokes and when he
retires next year he will go on the road for a
good tour. 

Father Sean Lynsky came to Christ the King
for a year or so. He had recently departed from
Sierra Leone as a missionary out of Ireland. As
things turned out, we had mutual friends in
Ireland, and we stay in touch, even though he
has been in Australia for the last few years.

By this time Father Thanh had become pas-
tor of Christ the King and we did First Fridays
together for seventeen years. He calls me his
Yankee Mom. (Of course, you all know that I
hail from Rhode Island.)

Next came Father Steven Zehler who
arrived at CTK newly ordained. His next post-
ing would be Resurrection Parish here in Jax.
No matter how many times you traveled with
him and he was driving, you would get out of
the car and say again and again the Prayer to St.
Michael.

Father Sal Defazio came to us when Father
Zehler left.  We all fell in love with him. He
went on to St. Paul’s in Riverside as pastor, but
has since retired due to failing health and is now
retired. We wish him well and good health.

Father Pavel Duda is a quiet reserved per-
son. I had to get to know him and invited him to
coffee at Panera’s and then shortly after that to
the Irish Pub, which he said was his best time
since coming to Jacksonville. 

Father Amar came to Christ the King and
stayed with us not nearly long enough. After
coffee at Panera’s, we decided that I could be
his American Granny. Father David, another
Indian priest, came to us at about the same time
as Father Amar, but in very short order the bish-
op took him to help out in St. Augustine. Father
Jason Xaviour worked with Christ the King for
about two years, and he allowed that I could
also be his Granny.

I cannot leave out Father Richard Pagano,
who came to us for his deaconate year, before
being ordained. We did many First Fridays
together which were wonderful. He had a great
impact on the children in the school and partic-
ipated in many of the youth activities. Richard
went back to Ave Maria College to complete his
final year of seminary study. I went to visit the
college with a friend, and at noon Mass his
booming voice called out, “Foxy Grandma,
what are you doing here?” Then he gave us the
grand tour of the campus.

Father Lam had been with us during his
seminary time, and now heads up the
Vietnamese community. Father John Tetlow
was in charge of seminarians for the diocese,
but resided at CTK. And then we enjoyed the
Blaskowski brothers, Andy and Slavomir, who
continue their priestly careers in the St.
Augustine Diocese. 

Father James O’Neal was a
Naval Reserve Chaplain who
helped out on Sundays, and was
called back to the Navy. At the
final blessing after Mass, he
would wave both arms to the
people leaving early, saying, “I
am waving to the people leaving
early, going out the door before
me.” Obviously, not pleased,
was he?

Another Navy chaplain was
Father Joe Lamonde, who was
able to help fill in on Sundays.
He was often available when his
ship, USS Saratoga, was in port
in Mayport. Howard and I
attended the celebration in
Washington, D.C., when he
became a monsignor. He even
cooked dinner for us the week

before at his own home. Many parishioners still
miss him and his wonderful homilies, which he
delivered as he strode around the church, book
under his arm. 

Monsignor Robert James was with us for
just a year. I would occasionally help him out by
cleaning his room. “Don’t move anything,” he
would say, “But everything important is on the
floor.” A difficult assignment. He left us to pas-
tor in Argyle Forest. He passed away too soon
and many people still miss him. 

Finally, we cannot forget our deacons. Eli
Shami, of the Maronite Eastern Rite Church,
was with us for many years. And Deacon James
Scott is still remembered and missed for all his
work at Christ the King Church and School.
George Barletta is our newly ordained deacon.
With his booming voice, we can really hear his
fine homilies even in the very last row of pews.

I may have left out a few priests who passed
through Christ the King and there are a few sto-
ries I have not included. Inacuracies?
Remember, it’s been a lot of years. How many
of these fine priests do you remember?

Oh, oh, oh.  How could I not remember
Father Neil Carr, our favorite Jesuit from
Buffalo, New York. His homiles were always
wonderful, and he often shared stories with us
about his dear friends Abraham Lincoln and the
mother of the unknown soldier. 

Now I am really done.  

Jean Sell Remembers
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A Look at St. Anthony of Padua Convent
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Fall Rosary Procession



Page 14 Christ the King Courier November 2016

by Sandra Simmons Duggan
Executive Director

It’s great to share the good news that Emergency Pregnancy Services is back! Wait!
EPS hasn’t gone away! However, to many at Christ the King, it seems that we did.
Despite several changes in staff leadership over the last several years, EPS has remained
strong, consistently serving over 3,000 clients a year in our three offices. However, EPS
was not providing a strong marketing presence in the community during that time.  

Allow me to introduce myself. I am a “newbie” to Emergency Pregnancy Services,
having come on board in May. My family goes back at least four generations in
Jacksonville and I discovered, purging through old EPS files, that my aunt was on the
Board of Directors in 1983 and my grandmother volunteered for decades, even through
her 80s! Needless to say, I truly believe that in accepting the position of Executive
Director, it was a higher calling that led me here.

The mission of Emergency Pregnancy Services has never wavered. It continues as a
nonprofit organization committed to empowering women to make fact-based decisions
about their pregnancy, their options, and to save lives. Trained and compassionate coun-
selors strive to support each client on an individual basis without judgement or pressure.
Abortion-minded women are frequently shown through ultrasound, the flickering heart-
beat of their baby. It’s a joyous and tearful time to watch the client’s love and bonding of
her baby swell within her heart! God is definitely present and all powerful!

Approximately two years ago, the EPS Board of Directors realized that offering just free pregnancy testing and counseling was not meeting many
of the emotional, physical, and psychological needs for teenagers with unplanned pregnancies. Most of these young girls come from families with lit-
tle or no support. They are scared, they feel alone and often helpless. The school drop-out rate is very high for pregnant teens, which in turn, greatly
decreases their future job opportunities. Fear and the lack of education often prevent them from obtaining early prenatal care, which places them as a
high-risk pregnancy patient.

The resulting solution was the creation of a new program called Growing Parenting Skills. EPS counselors mentor the teens throughout their preg-
nancies with encouragement to stay in school and/or find jobs, stay on track with doctor’s appointments, teach money management, and importantly,
stress parenting and child safety skills. The clients are rewarded for their participation with baby and nursery items to help build their nursery so it is
ready when the baby arrives.

Shortly after creating Growing Parenting Skills, the Board of Directors looked at their two programs: one addresses the crisis of a pregnancy; the
other provides a solution to building a healthy family. It decided that in order to market them, an overall, inclusive corporate name change was nec-
essary, resulting in Growing Parenting Choices. As sensible as that sounds, what still drives clients to our services is Emergency Pregnancy Services.
You will continue to see the beautiful EPS logo on signs and banners and in our offices. 

On behalf of the staff and the Board of Directors, I thank each and every parishioner at Christ the King who has supported Emergency Pregnancy
Services through the years. I prayerfully hope you will continue in the years to come. There are many ways we need your help: volunteering in our
offices, counseling and mentoring our young clients, supporting diaper and baby bottle drives, and hosting baby showers. Last, but not least, consid-
er becoming a sustaining member with your financial support. By giving just a little each month, the impact on our clients will help save lives and
make positive life changes for many a young mother and her child. As always, EPS remains caring, compassionate, and confidential.

Emergency Pregnancy Services - 
Mission, Service and Community Strong 

by Shelby Miller

On October 25, Christ the King host-
ed the ICARE Community Problems
Assembly. ICARE stands for Interfaith
Coalition for Action, Reconciliation and
Empowerment.  Over 325 people from
different congregations attended the
event. Father James Boddie, Monica
Crisp, Carol-Ann Black, Jeanie Wilks,
Kelley Macke, Shelby Miller and Valerie
Daugherty represented Christ the King.
Our music director, Edith Moore-Hubert, and students from JU’s music
department and members of Christ the King Choir provided a musical
program before the meeting. 

ICARE has identified four key community projects: 
s Increased funding for the Jacksonville Re-entry Center for ex-
offenders 
s The development of jobs in Northwest Jacksonville (beginning 
with the creation of an employee-owned   grocery store in the 
“food desert” area in northwest Jacksonville)
s A permanent Jacksonville Day Resource Center for the homless 
s Statewide expansion of civil citations for non-violent juvenile 
offenders. 
We heard from three legislative candidates and one legislator who

promised support for making civil citations mandatory.  After gathering
information on all four ICARE concerns, the assembly voted unanimous-
ly to renew and continue the efforts. The meeting ended with a charge
from Father Boddie. He reminded us that great things happen when we all
work together. For more information about ICARE, see their website:
www.icarejax.org.    

ICARE Community
Problems Assembly

by Lucille Guzzone

On Thursday
evening, September
22, 2016, a distin-
guished gentleman
blessed our parish
with his visit.

Deacon Santiago Rosado, a medical doctor and a member of San
Sebastian Church, St. Augustine, took time out of his busy schedule to
introduce us to an organization called “Friends of the Medical Missions.”
This association is comprised of medical doctors and dentists who travel,
at their own expense, to countries whose citizens are in tremendous need
of medical aide. Deacon Rosado told the parishioners about the poor in
these third world  nations, who at times travelled many miles on foot to
receive medicine for their ailments and dental care.

He shared pictures of poverty and inadequate living conditions which
are so pervasive in these places.

But, through it all, he stressed optimism and hope which he, and oth-
ers like him, unselfishly strive to provide to our much less fortunate
brothers and sisters.

Deacon Rosado is truly a man of mercy. During these trips, he leaves
behind his family, his wife and three sons, and a medical practice in St.
Augustine. 

His smile evokes such friendliness and kindness that many must have
already been blessed by his spiritual and medical care. Deacon Rosado is
on a quest of mercy and is already planning his next trip. We shall keep
him in our prayers as he unselfishly continues to spread God’s love
throughout the world.

A Visit from
Deacon Rosado
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by Jeanie Wilks, President of the Pastoral Council

All out of ideas for a column name that had some meaning other than “jabber,” I asked Father
Bruce Nieli what he might suggest. Without hesitation, he said “Dreams of Jeanie.”

At first, I thought it a rather strange name for a column in the Courier, but as I mulled it
through and prayed, it just seemed to fit.

The words relate to a song written by Stephen Foster. He also composed the song “Way
down Upon the Suwannee River,” about a place he had never seen. There is a beautiful
state park not far from here in White Springs, Florida, which is named after Stephen
Foster and where one may learn more from tours, dioramas, and artifacts.

The point here is that Stephen Foster wrote vividly about a place which he had never
seen. Is that not what we, as Catholics, as Christians, as believers do?! We know of a
place which artists, musicians, and the Bible depict in various and magnificent
ways.......we all pray that we hold an entrance ticket to this Heavenly place....but none of
us has been there.

So how do we share this with the world? How do we project this to others? How do we
convince people, who do not believe, that there is such a glorious place and yet none of us
has been able to photograph it? 

I believe that the mission with Father Bruce Nieli gave us the first glimpses of showing peo-
ple that there is such a place even though we cannot show evidence of its existence in a tangible
and rational way. The veil is pulled aside in moments when we least expect it, in moments when peo-
ple are hurting, when people feel lost, on journeys across spiritual deserts. It is in these moments that we
have the opportunity to see Heaven ....to experience it. And it is not limited to the receiver, for it is often the giver
that experiences something unearthly as well.

One recent example for me was recalling and keeping a date with my great uncle/second dad whom I lost in March this year. Providence had me
available and present when he and his wife needed me; a journey many would tell me that they were sorry that I had to go through, but care-taking
was actually a gift to me in many ways, some of which I could see and others that I could not. 

One of the profound impacts was listening to him tell the story of the U.S.S. Indianapolis, his split second decision not to go on board for that
deployment as the cooks had been with him while on shore duty and had asked him to volunteer to go with them, his anger at the incidents that the
story unfolded, and his incredible accuracy in recalling those things over 50 years later. In researching the story so that I could relate to him more, I
discovered that Nicholas Cage was making a movie about it. Uncle Carl wanted to go so we had a date, Memorial Day weekend to see it.

Uncle Carl journeyed home before then and I watched for a movie that disappeared from every media outlet so that I could keep a promise. 
Then last week, I turned on the television and the first thing that appeared was a notice that the movie was available for rent for a short time. I had

not been looking for it. I had given up on ever seeing it. I wasn’t going through the guide. It just popped up! I kept our date.
I wept at the horror, the hard times, the graces of humans who show true courage, who provide proof that there is something beyond our human

weakness, that there are angels, and that there is a place beyond here.
Two men stood out - Captain Charles B. McVay III and the Catholic chaplain, Lieutenant Thomas Conway. Neither became a celebrated hero.

Neither was recognized nor even exonerated in their lifetimes, yet their actions were of the Holy Spirit. Their stories are still told today by those who
yet survive. 

That is evidence! We may not see it at the time. We may not even notice it. People may attempt to quell it and erase it from sight, but it lives and
breathes a life of its own....through selfless actions such as those of Captain McVay III and the chaplain, Lt. Thomas Conway. It lives through our
telling and sharing the story as the survivors have done. 

I dream that CTK and the community within and around us may be such people of the Spirit.

Dreams of Jeanie

by Jeanie Wilks

We had an uninvited guest, Hurricane Hermine, on the night of
our scheduled outing with the Jacksonville Suns, September 2, but
we rescheduled for Sunday, September 4, and it could not have been
better !!!!

Twenty seven members of our CTK family came out to play and
enjoy the food and fun!  Dinner was an all-American buffet of ham-
burgers, hotdogs, beans and coleslaw. As we sat around the picnic
tables sharing stories, we waited for the arrival of Father Boddie. A
quiet, tall man in golf attire was walking towards our area when
someone realized that it was Father Boddie incognito. The laughter
and applause was spontaneous.

Later we moved down toward the grounds to watch the first of a
double header. Along the third base line, we also watched for incom-
ing or foul balls. Some of our more creative crew began to use purse-
protectors when Father Boddie called, “Incoming!”

The first game was rough on our Jacksonville Suns much like the
iconic Casey at the Bat, we struck out........

However, we had so much fun that some of us stayed for the sec-
ond game and what a treat that was!

Our Jacksonville Suns rallied and took away an impressive come-
back win.

One last treat was in store with a spectacular fireworks show (that
most of us believed outdid the beautiful city of Jacksonville’s Fourth
of July fireworks show)!

As we reluctantly called a close to the fabulous time with friends
and family, old and new, we knew that this is what builds relation-
ship, community , and therefore, the church.

We will have to do this again and we hope that you too will join
us to make memories and to build relationships.

Take me out to the ballgame ......
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by Nick Klepac DGK and Frank Becht PGK

Bunco Night
Another great Bunco night was held at 6:30 p.m. Saturday, September

17 and November 12, with the next one scheduled Saturday, January 14.
This event is open to all parish members of both Christ the King and
Resurrection. Come out and join us for Bunco. Over 59 million people
play this game yearly. Bunco is a social dice game involving 100% luck
and no skill, although we have a few regular players that would disagree!

PBJ’s for the Saint Francis Soup Kitchen
On Friday, October 28 Deputy Grand Knight Nick Klepac and his

wife, Bernie, K’Cees president, hosted the quarterly peanut butter and
jelly sandwich-making for our homeless neighbors. With the help of many
Knights, families and friends, over 600 sandwiches were made. Everyone
enjoyed sharing pizza afterwards. The next PBJ event will be December
30.

Road Cleanup
The Knights, under the direction of Mike Stirna, conducted the

monthly road cleanup on Lone Star Road (second Saturday of each
month). We meet monthly at the parking lot of St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Church at the corner of Lone Star Road and Carlotta Road at 8:00 a.m.

Charity Presentation Dinner
The Knights will host a presentation dinner for the local charities we

support, Tuesday, November 15, at 6:30 p.m. at the K of C Hall.  The
charities will set up tables and tell/show us what they do.  We will then
enjoy a potluck dinner followed by presentation of charity checks.

Family Dinner and Movie Knight
The Knights hosted a potluck dinner and movie night at the hall,

September 27, at 6:30 p.m. The movie shown was “The 33.”  In 2010, 33
Chilean miners were buried alive following a mine collapse.  After 69
days, 200 stories down, with time running out...  This is a great story of
resilience, faith and triumph.  Thanks to Nick Klepac (Deputy Grand
Knight) and his wife Bernie (K’Cees president) for coordinating this
event.

K’Cees Wine and Cheese Membership Social
The K’Cees held a wine and cheese membership social August 14 at

2:00 p.m. at the Knight’s Hall on Arlington Expressway.  Membership is
open to any Catholic lady over 18 years of age.  Any wife or relative of a
Knight is welcome regardless of religious affiliation.  If you are interested
in joining please call Bernie Klepac, President, at 904-608-5135. The
K’Cees meet the same day and time as the Knights, the second Tuesday
of the month at 7:00 p.m. at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 6030
Arlington Expressway.

Corporate Communion
The Knights and their families attended their quarterly corporate

communion at Resurrection on Sunday, October 2, at the 8:30 a.m. Mass.
This was a wonderful opportunity for all Knights of both CTK and
Resurrection to attend Mass together with their families.  If you aren’t a
Knight, please check out our web site www.council4727.com and see
what we do.  Becoming a Knight is a great opportunity to put your faith
into action.

We are Knights
Serving Christ the King and Resurrection Catholic Churches

40 Days for Life
The Knights, and other members from Christ

the King and Resurrection, walk and pray each
Monday at 1:00 p.m. in front of the abortion clinic
on University Boulevard, weather permitting.
Come join us and let our pro-life voice be heard.
See the Resurrection Parish bulletin for the
schedule.  

Knights and families participated in the Right
to Life chain, October 2; the Bishop Estevez
Solidarity for 40 Days at A Woman’s Choice on
University Boulevard, November 1; and the 40
Days for Life State Rally November 4.

Hats off to our Right to Life Chairman George
Dewey and his wife Pam!

Jaguars Tailgate Party
The Knights hosted the Jaguars vs Chicago

Bears tailgate party at the hall Sunday, October
16.  Everyone had wonderful food, a great game
(we won!) and great camaraderie!  This is open
to everyone!  The tailgate party remaining
schedule is November 6 (1:00 p.m.) vs. Kansas
City Chiefs; December 18 (1:00 p.m.) vs.
Houston Texans; and January 1 (1:00 p.m.) vs.
Indianapolis Colts.  Come join us.  Bring a dish
to share and BYOB.  Thank you, Mike Duncan
for coordinating these tailgate parties!



Annual Tootsie Roll Drive
The Knights held their annual Campaign for People with Intellectual

Disabilities, commonly known as the Tootsie Roll Drive, September 17-18 at
two local Publix stores and September 24-25 at Resurrection and Christ the
King.  The Knights collected over $2900.  Typical local recipients are: Camp I
Am Special, L’Arche Harbor House, Olive Branch Ministry and Morning Star
School.  
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CTK Honor Roll Breakfast
The Knights, with chief cook John Klinkenberg, honored our CTK School

Honor students by cooking a great breakfast for them and their parents,
Tuesday, October 18.  Forty-four of our students and parents attended. Great job
to all of them for getting honors!

Squires Host BBQ Cookout
The Squires and their counselors cooked a BBQ

lunch for the residents of L’Arche House June 26.   A
grand time was had by all.

Squires hold K of C Soccer
Challenge at Resurrection
Jose Praxedes (Chief

Counselor) and the Squires,
along with other helping
Knights hosted the Council,
District and Regional Soccer
Challenge, on Saturday,
October 15.  The weather did-
n’t look good, but it turned out
great once the competitions
began.  Twenty-six boys and
girls participated. 

Doc Broome Benefit Ball
The Knights held their 49th Annual Doc

Broome Benefit Ball at Christ the King gym,
October 15.  The evening was a country
theme and everyone enjoyed the food from
the “chuck wagon,” great prizes (First prize
of $500 won by John and Leah Prince), great
music and of course the line dancing!
Rumor has it Father Boddie was on the
dance floor!  A great thank you to Butch
Ferrizzi for a great job coordinating this
event!  Many thanks to CTK School and Sue
Pietrusza for all their help!

Annual Memorial Mass
The Knights held their

annual memorial Mass/cere-
mony Saturday, November 5 at
CTK, at 4:00 p.m.  Mass was
followed by the memorial serv-
ice, including the lighting of
the memorial cross, recogniz-
ing all the deceased Knights
and K’Cees.  The ceremony
was followed by a dinner in the
Shirley David hall for partici-
pants and widows/widowers.

We are Knights
Serving Christ the King and Resurrection Catholic Churches
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by Dan Scanlan

Where Christ the King Catholic Church sits now was just a high point
of land next to Red Bay Branch in 1916, near communities like Clifton
and Chaseville.

Arlington Road was just a dirt lane heading north, framed in palmet-
tos and pines with homes here and there. But when you got around the
bend and headed west toward what’s now University Boulevard North,
something bigger had arisen. And for a decade or so, a slice of early
Hollywood thrived there, before Hollywood was born.

Now the five wood-framed buildings at 6337 Arlington Road are cel-
ebrating their 100th anniversary of the days when Jacksonville was the
silent film capital of America, beginning as Eagle Films in 1916, then
with black actors at Norman Studios from 1920 to 1928. Four of those
five wooden buildings were bought by the City of Jacksonville to preserve
them. But the most important part – the intact film stage – was already
owned by the 17-year-old Circle of Faith Ministries at 6360 Commerce
St. and in use as its chapel.

Now the nonprofit Norman Studios Silent Film Museum group that
secured National Historic Landmark status for what could be the last
intact silent film complex in America is seeking funds to buy that film
stage from the church. And the church is willing to sell to the city, but it
will cost an estimated hundreds of thousands of dollars to buy it.

From 1908 to 1917, screen legends like Rudolph Valentino and Oliver
Hardy were acting in some of the more than thirty silent film studios in
sunny Jacksonville. Eagle Studios was one, started in 1916 at 6337
Arlington Road. Richard Norman then took over the complex, beginning
with the two-story building on Arlington Road that contains a fireproofed
projector booth as well as a screening room, behind it, a many-windowed
wardrobe building, property garage and generator building. A studio pool
for aquatic stunts was about 100 feet off Arlington Road, with the huge
two-story film stage behind it. It had folding doors to allow natural light
for shooting scenes, as well as an interior catwalk for lighting.

Richard Norman renamed it Norman Laboratories, and sold silent and
early sound movie equipment as well as producing his own. The white
film producer may be best known for making silent films with black
actors, including a World War I epic called “The Flying Ace” that uses the
studio complex as background, as well as the old Mayport train station.
Lawrence Griner and Kathryn Boyd play the pilot and romantic interest
respectively, with state Rep. R.L. Brown (historic school named for him)

cast as a railroad official.
Norman even built a replica
biplane with spinning propeller
that could taxi.

Jacksonville’s heyday as a
film capitol ran out by 1919,
when city leaders decided silent
filmmakers were a bit too wild
for their Southern town, and
studios found Hollywood more
to their liking. Norman contin-
ued to work on film projects
and his business while his wife,
Gloria, ran a dance school in
the main building, then in the
film stage. Electric company
owner Hugh Smith bought
most of the property in 1974,
but the stage was ultimately
taken over by the church.

Old Arlington Inc., formed
about twenty years ago to pre-
serve the area’s history, fought

to save Norman Studios. The city bought and renovated four of its five
buildings in 2002. In 2007, the Norman Studios Silent Film Museum
group formed to continue preservation. The city has repaired the four
Norman buildings it owns. Smith’s electrical components remain on the
ground floor of the main building, while the screening room and projec-
tion booth are intact. When the church renovated the film stage for use as
its chapel, they found the rudder and part of the fuselage of “The Flying
Ace” airplane prop, now preserved by the nonprofit Norman Studios
group. The wardrobe facility is intact, as is the garage, the hulking gener-
ator and control panel intact in a corner. The pool is there, buried at some
point in the past.

Norman Studios
Outreach Coordinator
Rita Reagan and her
volunteers conduct
tours of the site, and
hold quarterly “Silent
Sundays” where silent
films are played with
live musical accompani-
ment by Jacksonville
University instructor
Tony Steve and the
Silver Synchros. The
official announcement
on the film stage fund-raiser was held August 25 with a rare screening of
“The Flying Ace” in the former film stage. “The Hands of Orlac” was
shown on October 23. The next one is “Vamps and Valentino in St.
Augustine,” a presentation on silent film lothario Rudolph Valentino set
for 4 p.m. Sunday, November 6, at Hotel Indigo, 9840 Tapestry Park
Circle off Southside Boulevard. These are all fundraisers for the volunteer
group.

As for the object of the volunteer group’s ongoing fundraising, the
100-year-old Norman Studios film stage building is no longer used as a
chapel for the Circle of Faith Ministries. But it still contains many ele-
ments of its former life. The church is willing to sell, said the Rev. Johnny
Wells, because they would like to have all the studio properties back
together. Reagan said the church is willing to hold the property until the
nonprofit group can raise the money to buy it because they are aware how
important it is to save it.

For more information on the Norman Studios, “Silent Sundays” and
the fundraising campaign, go to www.normanstudios.org.

Norman Studios
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Christ the King
Advent

Gift-Giving Trees

Select one or more
ornaments from the trees

and place with your
wrapped gift in the

Gathering Area

Are you in middle school?

Do you enjoy different games and activities? 

Ever want to hangout with your friends from school
on a Friday night?

Do you ever think Jesus is a pretty cool Dude?

Well, I have the place for you!

Edge middle school ministry meets every first and third
Friday of the month from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. in the
youth room! Food is provided! We explore and grow in

faith as a team through fun activities and games! 

If you have any questions or would like more
information on this ministry please contact

Zack Dodge ctkonedge@gmail.com
or call 904-423-7737

Fall Youth Retreat
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by Paul Ghiotto

(Ed. Note: this article is the sixth
and last of a series about various
buildings – present and past – on
the church grounds)

In October 1954, Christ the
King Catholic Church held its first
Sunday services in a surplus WWII
building on the new grounds of
Jacksonville Junior College (later
University). Once Swisher
Gymnasium was built, services
were moved there. In June 1955,
ground was broken for the first
church which was ready for Mass
that December. Fast forward to
1977 and the present church – the
third for Christ the King - was just
getting off the drawing boards. 

Long time church member
Frank Becht regaled me with one
tale in which he shared the
following: “When Monsignor
Lenihan was still the pastor at
Christ the King he wanted the
parishioners to build a new church.
At San Jose Catholic Church the
then pastor, Monsignor Mortimer
Danaher, wanted his parishioners to
build a new church. Neither parish
wished to do so. When the bishop
swapped these two priests around,
they went to their new parishes and
each had a new church built!” 

After Monsignor Mortimer
Danaher became Christ the King’s
third pastor on June 15, 1977, he
realized that the existing church
was not going to meet future needs.
In fact, it was only meant to be a
bridge between the initial church
space in the original school
building, and a larger one down the
road. The “second” church was
meant to become the church hall, in
which capacity it has served since
1978. 

Monsignor organized meetings
in the rectory between key church
members and the tandem of
engineer Tom Evans and architect
Doug Snead. As envisioned, the
new church, Evans estimated,
would cost two million dollars.
According to the monsignor, the
parish already had one million in
the bank for the project. Ground
was broken in late 1977. (Tom
Evans had served as the engineer
on a church building at San Jose
Catholic while Monsignor was
there and came highly
recommended. Evans, in turn,
recommended Snead as the
architect for the new CTK church
building. Monsignor Danaher said
that ultimately he officiated at the
funerals of both men. Evans
became a convert to Catholicism as
did his wife.)

Former Christ the King School
principal, Janet Morton,
remembered that Monsignor was
all about saving trees, not cutting
them down. Given the design and
layout of the architect’s plans it was
determined that a certain large live
oak would have to be removed.

Tom Evans was told by Monsignor
that he had been at a restaurant in
Starke that had a big oak in its
middle and if it could be done in a
restaurant it could be done in a
church! 

Despite their  misgivings,
Evans and Snead went back to the
drawing board and designed the
church around the oak tree. 

Unlike the main school
building which sits below street
level and initially would have
storm waters beating against its
front double doors, this has never
been a problem with the new

church as anyone knows who has
struggled walking up to it from the
parking lot.

But, good news! The church
will soon install an escalator-type
system to help bring people
smoothly up the sidewalk and into
the church’s south side. There will
also be built an overhead canopy so
drop-offs will be out of any
inclement weather; more about
these later.

The new church’s design not
only included a tree in it, but was
initially built with no windows
inside the main sanctuary thereby
becoming possibly the most
unusual building in the diocese. I
mean, whoever heard of a church
with no windows?! Years later
someone suggested that if the outer
walls could hold up structurally,
adding windows would be a good
idea. Necessary load-bearing tests
determined that the outer walls
were indeed sound. Fourteen
windows of graduating  heights
were quickly installed. The light let
in by the clear glass windows
amazed the congregation! 

Some parishioners, including
Warren Powers, mentioned to
Monsignor that stained glass

windows would be nice. Some
folks thought the clear windows
were quite nice by themselves. A
search for a reputable stained glass
company was launched and the
Winterich firm in Cleveland, Ohio,
came highly recommended. The
Winterich firm’s work has appeared
in the Air Force Academy in
Colorado and the Seattle World’s
Fair.

Ironically, the firm’s owner,
Otto Winterich, spent winters in St.
Augustine and, once contacted,
drove up to look at the church.
Warren Powers and Monsignor

then traveled to Cleveland to
inspect the company’s work. 

Impressed by what he saw in
Cleveland, Monsignor had a letter
prepared regarding the addition of
stained glass windows and their
costs. This was mailed to
parishioners and arrived in
mailboxes on a Saturday. By
Tuesday the windows were all
funded! (note: four additional
stained glass displays – one on each
side of the main altar and two
outside in the sacristy were funded
and installed later). Names on the
windows of those parishioners who
funded them represent some of the
most distinguished and faithful
families of Christ the King parish.

While no stained glass
windows are left to fund,
parishioners who wish to honor or
memorialize loved ones can
arrange to buy a space on the wall
of the adjacent Monsignor
Mortimer Danaher Garden of Life
next to the main church building. A
call to the church rectory will get
the process started.

The last major renovation of the
church interior came just a few
years ago, when all of the carpeting
in the church was removed and the

concrete floor beneath was
prepped, stained and polished in
shades of beige and brown. In order
to do this all of the pews had to be
moved to the Shirley David Hall by
teams of parishioners. Once the
floor had been prepared all of the
pews were carried back into the
church having been cleaned, re-
stained, and the kneelers’ carpeting
replaced. Now that was a fun
operation!

Now that the basic story of who
built, designed, and paid for the
present church has been told, let’s
discuss what this new addition has
meant to church members since
1977.

The new church building
incorporated the following features
not present in the two previous
church spaces. These include
restrooms! The larger space for
women allows wedding parties, for
instance, to change into and out of
their gowns. A cry room allows
those with squealing babies and
tots an insulated space to observe
Mass but not to disturb services for
others. The inner gathering area –
just outside the sacristy is a semi-
quiet area that allows people an in-
between space. The outside
gathering area is intended as a meet
and greet space—-a place for
people to hold conversations,
advertise upcoming church events,
etc. without disturbing those still
praying in the main sanctuary.

The sacristy itself is much
larger than the previous one which
was located behind the altar. With
the change in the order of the Mass
with the priest, altar servers and
others required to enter the church
from the back this made perfect
sense. This location also allows
more interaction between the
faithful and the pastoral team
before and after Mass.

The addition of a separate
chapel allows for a more intimate
setting for daily Masses and
adoration, additional restrooms,
and storage space for church
materials. 

The choir area in the front right
of the church allows people to
better hear the music being played.
The previous church had a choir
loft in the rear with an organ as the
sole instrument. The front space
allows room for a piano and organ,
the hand bell choir, and additional
symphonic instruments for special
occasions. Folks with hearing
problems can literally sit right next
to the action.

The indispensable religious
goods store is in a nook that
welcomes people as they enter and
leave the church. In the previous
church building this store was
located in a separate outside
building which, after the present
church was opened, was converted
into classroom space, and more
recently, made into new
administrative space.

The Only Catholic Church With A Tree In It 
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The Only Catholic Church With A Tree In It 
Continued from previous page

American Heritage Girls (AHG) Troop 1125
at Christ the King

“Building women of integrity through service to God, family, community and country”
By Adriana Giles

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!!! American Heritage
Girls Troop 1125 at CTK would like to thank all the parishioners for
their generous support and contribution to the diaper and baby wipe drive
that will benefit Emergency Pregnancy Services (EMS). Your wonderful
support will help many mothers and children. 

We meet every other Monday on the CTK campus. For more informa-
tion please email fl1125ahg@gmail.com 

Lifeguard Station Jax Beach
On Monday, September 12, AHG went

to tour the lifeguard station. The tour was
provided by the chief of the Red Cross
Lifeguards. The girls learned about safety in
the water, what to do if there is current, how
to call the lifeguard attention if in danger,
the history of the lifeguards in Jacksonville
and they also toured the station. 

National Day of Service
This is a nationwide AHG

activity. This year it took place on
Monday, September 26. The girls
and their parents cleaned the CTK
Grotto in preparation for the CTK
Rosary Procession in which we
participate every year. 

Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department-
JFRD Station 19

On Monday, October 3, the American Heritage Girls
went to tour the station and learned about safety. The girls
were excited to meet the five JFRD members on call and
were even more excited to learn that of the 15 members two
are women. Thanks go out to Station 19 for the tour and the
new experience.

The main church building by its
mere size, complemented by its
unique bell tower on a busy street
corner, has stood as a silent beacon
welcoming one and all through the
years and letting all who pass by
know that this is a place where
God’s people have a place of wor-
ship. Wording on its façade proudly
announces this place as a “Catholic
Church” with an accompanying
school. For those of us who value
both in our lives this is a most reas-
suring sight. How many people
have had their relationship with
God initiated, renewed, and/or
strengthened by the presence of
such a vibrant church in Arlington
can never be adequately deter-
mined. 

Our main church building has
come to represent, for so many, a
special place of remembrance in

their lives be it a Baptism, First
Communion, Confirmation, RCIA,
wedding, and/or a funeral/memori-
al service.

My family and I have been
members of Christ the King parish
since its founding in 1954. My First
Communion was in the first church
building. Confirmation and wed-
ding came in the second. 

Seeing new classes of First
Communion and Confirmation
each year reminds me of both the
preparation for and the excitement
of the big day. Thirty-eight First
Communion and Confirmation
services have been conducted since
1977, in the church with the tree in
it.

From the third and present
facility, I have attended funerals for
my parents and mother-in-law,
aunts and uncles, a nephew, school

days classmates, neighbors, and
others. What a reassuring feeling is
had knowing deep inside that a bet-
ter send off to Heaven above cannot
be had. The activity of the good
members of the Ministry of Hope
in the Shirley David Hall completes
the effort. 

How often have I heard people
ask what people think or experi-
ence if they don’t have God and a
good church in their lives at the
passing of a close friend or relative.
This is not a problem for Christ the
King parishioners. Whether one is
an active parishioner or not, the
pastoral team springs into action
from the first call about a dying
loved one in a hospital, at home, or
in a hospice and carries through to
the final rites. 

The main church building
serves as the “mother hen” for

numerous church ministries. These
include music, choir, ladies altar
guild, altar servers, readers and lec-
tors, ushers, and sacristans. Are you
active in a ministry?

So, what does the present
church mean to you? What are your
special memories of it? It has spe-
cial memories of you. Visit often.
Get or stay involved. It’s our
church. Let’s keep it going strong.
Remember, that oak tree sees you!

(note: the escalators and cov-
ered portico are going up just as
soon as they are funded.

Fr. Boddie promises to put your
name on these improvements when
he sees the cash!)



Page 22 Christ the King Courier November 2016

Engineering
Curriculum

by Adriana Giles

Welcome to a new engineering
curriculum for this school year at
Christ the King Catholic School!!! 

Our STREAM coordinator, Mr.
John Mongillo and the teachers at
Christ the King are already
working on their engineering
curriculums for the entire school
year. Once a week Kindergarten
through fifth grade are working on
their curriculums by grade level.
Sixth, seventh and eighth grade will
be working on the universal
challenge involving all areas:
science/engineering, math, social
studies, religion, English/literature

and Spanish. The children will be
working on: our involvement in the
improvement of the efficiency of
agricultural production using
innovative engineering and our
contribution to the betterment of
immigrant workers, especially in
local areas. 

It is important for our children
to learn critical thinking, problem
solving, and conflict resolution. It
is the attainment of these skills that
will give them the best opportunity
for success in the future. All kids
will have hands-on activities
according to their age group. We
are very excited about our
engineering curriculums guided by
John and to see the children
working cooperatively to learn new
and beneficial skills.

Christ the King K–8
School Gym -
GoFundMe

by Adriana Giles

Thank you Bob Chapman and
Beverly Chapman for starting this
initiative to help raise funds to
make much needed repairs to the
school gym. The biggest need is for
a new floor. The floor is thirty years
old and is so worn out that in some
places you do not see wood, but
concrete.

This gym houses events not
only for CTK but also other
Catholic schools that do not have a
facility. It is also used for
community events, holiday

celebrations and it is a key for our
CTK students’ education.

If you would like to join forces
and make any contributions please
go to: https://www.gofundme.com
/CTKgym

Remember to share this link
with all your family and friends. 

Thank you in advance, The
CTK Staff.

Box Tops for CTK
by Adriana Giles

If you would like to contribute
with your Box Tops please bring
them to the Christ the King school
office. Our school can benefit from
your support. Thank you!!
http//www.boxtops4education.com
/Videos/absent-gym

School News

Meeting Father Bruce Nieli
by Adriana Giles

The students and staff of Christ the King Catholic
School had an amazing time with Father Bruce Nieli on
Tuesday, September 27. We were honored to have Father
Bruce Nieli talk to all of us about the Holy Year of Mercy.
He was sent by Pope Francis and we were the only church
in our town with this privilege. There were also pictures
taken with Father that were shared with Pope Francis and
he responded through Twitter with Christ the King. 

On Instagram the account is: ctkravens.

National Junior Honor Society (NJHS)
by Adriana Giles

The NJHS honors those students who have demonstrated excellence in the areas of Scholarship, Leadership, Service, Character, and Citizenship.
These characteristics have been associated with membership in the organization since its beginning in 1929. This year on Thursday, October 20, Christ
the King Catholic School had the honor of inducting the following eighth graders to NJHS:

Miriam Alrahil Elyssa Audije Layne Baldwin Emilie Chinault
Stevie Dionisio Teresa Elhajj Christian Flores Gilli Garner
David Hoyt Erin Kress Trista Navarro Kyanna Nightingale
Jerico Palomao Kylie Wnorowski 

Congratulations go out to our newly inducted eighth graders and to their families.
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Halloween Costume Ball and
Trunk or Treat

by Adriana Giles

The Halloween Costume Ball and Trunk or Treat took
place on Friday October 28. Children and adults had a blast!!!!
Thank you to all who participated and/or attended!

The Blessing of the Pets
by Adriana Giles

Christ the King Catholic School had their wonderful annual
tradition, The Blessing of the Pets on Tuesday, October 4 in honor
of St. Francis of Assisi. Big thanks go to Deacon George Barletta
for the special ceremony and kudos goes to all the parents who
brought their pets in spite of the rain. 

School News

by Mary Wright

Have you ever noticed the
raised garden beds between the
school buildings? Have you won-
dered what grows there? The build-
ing of the beds began several years
ago as Nick Gagnon’s Eagle Scout
project. Since that time, they have
been used to try growing vegeta-

bles and fruit for donation to
Harbor House.

In 2015, Suzette Gagnon, the
sixth through eighth grade science
teacher began to work on starting a
Junior Master Gardener program to
better utilize the beds. It began as
an after-school program with about
eight students interested in learning
something about gardening. This
year it transitioned to being part of
the sixth-grade science class.

Keeping the beds up has become a
project of the sixth and seventh
grade science classes at Christ the
King School.   This was the begin-
ning of the Junior Master Gardener
program here.

Junior Master Gardener (JMG)
is a youth gardening program of the
university cooperative system. In
Jacksonville, it is supervised by the

University of Florida
Extension Service JMG
coordinator. There are pro-
grams in many elementary
schools throughout Duval
County. The goal of JMG is
to help young people
become good gardeners and
good citizens. At the end of
the program,
which will last
one year, the
students will

receive a certificate.
This year JMG at

Christ the King School
is being implemented
as part of the sixth-
grade science program.
Every week the JMG
students meet to work
in the garden, learn gar-
dening techniques,
learn the importance of
proper soil manage-

ment, and watering, among
other topics. The students
have just completed a proj-
ect to prepare plants for a
plant sale which will be in
conjunction with the
Country Store in November.
The sale is also the project
of the Seeds of Faith stu-
dents, who are part of the
seventh grade science class,
and the science club. The
money earned will go to
support the many projects of
the very active Science pro-
grams.

The JMG students have
entered the Duval County Fair
Poster Contest. The theme of the

poster contest
is Beneficial
Insects and
Animals.

JMG has
been working
on the Fall
garden beds.
Many of the
plants were
germinated in
seed trays in
the science
room. The
students were
shown how to

use seed trays and then to step the
plants up once they were started.
Finally, when the plants were
strong enough to put in the beds,
the students moved them out to the
raised beds. We have: tomatillos,
turnips, kohlrabi, arugula, carrots,
radishes, kale, and beans.  We also
have one bed dedicated to a straw-
berry garden, and one bed with
pineapple plants. We have planted
some flowers around the beds to
encourage beneficial pollinators to
visit the beds.

We work on keeping the garden
as organic as possible. Our water
source is the two rain barrels locat-
ed behind the green house.

The Gardens of Christ the King School
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A Prayer of Thanksgiving
By Father Dominic Duggins

Of the Glenmary Home Missioners

God, source and giver of all things,
we give you thanks on this Thanksgiving Day 

for the beauty of the whole of creation.

We give you thanks for the blessings of family and friends:
both those gathered around this table and 
those who are present only in our hearts.

We give you thanks for this food, prepared by loving hands 
and for the graces you provide to nourish our bodies,
minds and hearts so that we might better serve you.

Help us to be faithful stewards of all that has been given us.
May we reflect that which we have received to all we meet,

especially the less fortunate in our midst.

Used with permission from Glenmary Home Missioners

Save the date for
Eucharistic Congress

2017
March 24 - 25
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