
CC OO UU RR II EE RR   
Christ the King

CC OO UU RR II EE RR
Volume 1, Issue 2 Christ the King Catholic Church August, 1998

Life Teen Coming to
Christ the King

by Helene Meyer
“Young People of America and the World, listen to what

Christ, the redeemer, is saying to you.”
Pope John Paul II,
World Youth Day,
Denver, Colorado

These are the very simple and direct words spoken by the
Holy Father in Denver, CO in August 1995. The Church, by its
very nature, especially in its liturgy, expresses what Christ, our
redeemer, is saying. The Life Teen program presents the Mass
with vitality and in a manner that is inviting, joyful and
prayerful.

Life Teen is coming to Christ the King!
Life Teen, our new youth program, is coming to Christ the

King Labor Day weekend. It starts September 5 with a two day
retreat at Camp Immokolee and returns to Christ the King on
Sunday, September 6 for the first regularly scheduled Life Teen

Mass. Our goal is to have 200 high school teens attend this
retreat. The retreat’s theme is “Follow the Flame.”

Four churches in the Southside/Arlington area are joining
together in the Life Teen effort. The parishes are Assumption,
Christ the King, Holy Spirit and Resurrection. While Christ the
King is the host parish, the young peoples’ participation in

their parish life through bible studies, prayer groups and service
projects is always encouraged. The Priests at each of the
partnership parishes are very supportive of this program.

(continued on Page 27)
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Father Robert J. Baker
Judy Koziolek
Tony Trotti, (904) 744-6648

Editor’s Note From our Pastor

Father Robert J. Baker

by Judy Koziolek

It was a day full of anticipation
as we all waited for Tony Trotti.
Several of the staff members were
already in the Rectory.
Occasionally one of us would open
the back door to see if he was here.
We were waiting, somewhat
impatiently for his arrival.

Our excitement was
contagious. This was it! Our
Inaugural Edition would “hit the
streets” in a matter of hours! Our
long hours of gathering the news
and getting pictures of various

events; the reporters writing the
stories; the typing, editing, and
rewriting; doing the layout, waxing
the articles, deciding on the
headlines....all of it was done. Now
would come the fruit of our first
efforts! And. . .where  was
Tony!?!?

Finally he came in wearing a
big smile; we rushed by him to get
our own copy. Most of the
newspaper staff was at the rectory
and available for our “Kodak
moment” (see photo). We were all
very proud and felt a keen sense of
accomplishment...see our smiles?

Counter Clockwise From Bottom Left: Wanda Klima, Tony Trotti, Kathy Nichols,
Bill Dougherty, Jo Thomas, Tom Thomas, Father Bob Baker, Judy Koziolek,
Meredith Reno, Mary Ann Sullivan, Eileen Porter and Jane Middleton.

The Second Issue of Christ the
King Courier, like the first,
contains many articles, reflecting
the great activity at our parish and
the dedicated spirit of our
parishioners, who assist our priests
and staff so generously.

You will find described here a
couple new ventures that will enlist
the time, energy, and support of our
parishioners.

The LIFE TEEN program will
be officially inaugurated in our
parish at the Sunday 5:00 p.m.
Mass on September 6; but there
will be special Liturgy held on
August 9 at 5:00 p.m. at
Metropolitan Park, celebrated by
Father John Tetlow and
concelebrated by priests of the
area, which will give a little
preview of the LIFE TEEN
outreach to teenagers.

All are invited to this Mass,
young and old. All weather
conditions will be provided for, and
entertainment following the Mass
will be provided by the popular
Christian Contemporary Artist
“Israel.”

LIFE TEEN is an international,
Catholic high school youth
program that attracts over 40,000
youth to Mass (in over 500
parishes), retreats, Church
teaching, bible study, and much
more. LIFE TEEN was started in
Mesa, Arizona by Father Dale
Fushek (Pastor of St. Timothy’s).

The second area of parish
endeavor will be an expansion and
renovation of Christ the King
School to accommodate our new
“Sister Therese Horan Library and
Media Center.” Dedicated to Sister
Therese, who directed our library

program for almost twenty years,
this library facility will include a
larger area for books and
computers, up-to-date media
resources, and a theological library.

Since the space occupied will
displace classrooms, those
classrooms will be added as a
second-floor to the existing one-
story classroom building next to
the parking area (see stories, page
24-25).

Another venture being
undertaken with the help of the
Fritch family (in memory of Mary
Fritch), and other parishioners who
may be interested, is a baptistry for
adults and infants to be constructed
soon in the Gathering Area of the
church. This effort will help
enhance the celebration of the
Sacrament of Baptism for infants
and also for adults at the Easter
Vigil ceremony. More information
on this project will be forthcoming
soon.

We thank all who are involved
in the many ministries of Christ the
King Parish, which enables us ll to
help build the Kingdom of Jesus
here at our parish and in the city of
Jacksonville. Please pray that we
will grow in unity, peace and love
in all we do in this wonderful
parish.

God bless you in the final days
of the summer months, and
remeber to give some space and
time for the Lord in the midst of
any leisure time you may find this
summer.

Gratefully yours in Christ the
King, 

Fr. Bob Baker
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Baptisms
We Would like to announce the following people who were recently
baptized into the Catholic Church

We would like to acknowledge the following parishioners who were
recently united into the  Sacrament of Marriage.

Deaths
The following people are recently deceased memebers of our parish for
whom we offer our special prayers.

Marriages

Olechna, Katarzyna February 22
Thomas, Jennifer Lynn         March 8
Hamilton, Donavon March 31
Boudreaux, David April 11
Le, Kimtham Thi April 11
Rusco, Mark April 11
Waters, Jason April 11
LeGrand, Danielle Elise         May 17
Phung, Walker May 17
Tu, Phuong Kim May 17
Tu, Yen Kim May 17

Saleh, Tatiana Yasmina          May 24
Trepagnier, Madeline Elaine   May 24
Nelson, Herve’ Arrio May 24
Nguyen, Johnny May 24
Ngo, Jimmy May 24
Favre, Mariah Ann June 14
Balangue, Sarah Madeleine    June 21
Hickox, Deanna Whitney       June 21
Comora, Kenneth F. July 5
Stewart, Reheanon July 19

Welcome
We would like to welcome the following individuals and families to
Christ the King Community:

ThePaul McDonald Family
Ms. Florence Velasquez
Ms. Suzanne Hoffman
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Fallon
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Freeman
The Hugo Chuiboga Family
Mr. Fabian Turner
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Lennon Family
Mr. & Mrs. John LeGrand Family
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Barrett
Ms. Norma Young
Ms. Michelle Becht
Ms. Melissa Gerace
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Soares Family
Mr. & Mrs. George Vermilyea Family
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Reyes
Mr. & Mrs. George Pruitt Family
Mr. & Mrs. John Corrigan Family
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Chin Family
Mr. & Mrs. John Angerson
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Howard
Mr. & Mrs. Palmo Barrera
Ms. Joyce Keller
Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Mariano

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Rayburn
Ms. Sharon Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. Alfonso Solano Family
Mr. & Mrs. Sylvester Markley
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Wilke Family
Mr. Alfred Sconnes
Mr. & Mrs. Cornelius Ejimofor
Dr. Pamela M. Gellecanao
Mr. & Mrs. Mario Parosha Family
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Rochford Family
Ms. Misty N. Vassallo
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Haynie
Ms. Ann Rakowsky
Mr. John McCoy
Mr. Fred Brooks, Jr.
Ms. Elaine Horo
Mr. Michael Gilbert
Ms. Maria Quilon
Mr. Joseph Mollis
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Varner
Ms. Thelma Mason
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Bell Family
Mr. & Mrs. John Steffens Family

Lamusga, Henry (Harry)          May 2
Nipert, Mary Elizabeth May 8
Perrine, Margaret T. May 12
Krug, Claire Laverne May 13
Irby, Robert Julian III May 19
Hoyle, Mary E. May 22
Colombo, Gennaro May 22
Gent, Mary Evelyn May 28
Malone, Mark David May 30
Cabrera, Primerina R June 5
Hayes, Carolyn Crocker June 5

Nguyen, Tot Van June 8
Shami, Shafouka June 15
Bourrie, Anthony June 25
Colonna, Audrey M. July 4
Owen, Philip C. July 4
Delucia, Joseph July 6
Clifton, Delphia G. July 15
Charles, Mary July 18
Suarez-Rubi, Dr. Roberto       July 26
Farah, Georgette J. July 26
Kohl, Arlene McCraith July 26

Paul B. King and Virginia Kost
Lemons were married on April 22.

Rodney James and Geraldine
Brigid Rowan were married on
May 2.

Earnest Frank Grosholtz III and
Catherine McCaughey were
married on May 16.

Michael H. Wheeler and Sabrina
Wagley Estes were married on May
23.

Jeffrey A. Baker and Elisabeth
Bronwen Monahan were married
on May 30.

James J. Triplett and Carol
Elizabeth Grimm were married on
May 30.

Terrence W. Riggs and Helena
Carico were  married on June  6.

Maynard J. Lahood III and Nancy
Johnson were married on June 20.

Paul E. Boehnke and Sandra J.
Hutchison were married on June
20.

Jason Walters and Lee Ann Burns
were married on June 27.

Andrew Rizk Shashy and Sharon
C. Willard were married on June
27.

Peter Saalfield and Rita Kersch
were married on July 4.

THREE LETTERS OF THANKS
April 29, 1998

Dear Christ the King Parish,

I am writing from Kenya where
I’ve come for a little R & R after
becoming ill with malaria.  I’m
feeling good again and am
enjoying the change of scenery.

I am grateful for your checks
for February and March.  They
have really been a great blessing to
the people in Shinvanga who have
been suffering the effects of the El
Nino rains.

The Maryknoll “Field Afar”
series on the Odyssey channel
(channel 50 on classic cable and
channel 15 on broadband) will tell

about my work. I believe “my”
segment was shown in May.  The
series of 13 or so programs began
in April.  I hope you get the channel
in the Jacksonville/St. Augustine
area. 

I’ll be heading  to the states
about a year from now for home
leave and to celebrate the 40th

anniversary of my ordination.  I
hope to travel to Florida and to
Christ the King.

You are all in my grateful
prayers and I ask you to continue to
keep us in yours.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Father E. Brunelle M.M.
Nairobi, Kenya

May 23, 1998

Dear Christ the King Parish,

I want to acknowledge with
thanks your March and April
checks of $200 each.

The El Nino rains have finally
come to an end, with the end of the
rainy season.

There have been a lot of
weather-related illnesses caused by
flooding and water-borne microbes
and parasites.

So one of my major efforts over
these last 2 months has been to
provide medical care for as many
people in the area as possible who
had no money to afford treatment.
Scabies is a real curse, especially
for children.   When these tiny

insects burrow under the skin, they
cause incredible itching and the
consequent scratching breaks the
skin, causing infections and sores
that take a long time to heal.

We’re also rebuilding the mud
house of John the Catechist at
Nghelegani, which collapsed when
it got waterlogged. In the
Maryknoll “Field Afar” series on
the Odyssey channel, the segment
on my work here, looks at John and
his family. It was after the video
was shot that the house collapsed.

So thank you again for doing
these works of mercy, and I ask
God’s blessings on you all.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Father E. Brunelle M.M.
Tanzania, East Africa

CHRISTIANS
Caring for each other

Letter of Thanks 

May 19, 1998

Dear Parishioners,

We are truly thankful for your
kind donation to help us recover
from the damage caused by the
tornado on March 29, 1998.  It is
much needed and very appreciated.

Our apologies for the delay in
sending this thank you, but we have
been so busy relocating and
attending to the needs of those who
have suffered damage to their
homes and lives due to the tornado.
We are assisting all in need as best
we can and your donation supports
these efforts.

We have been very busy
bringing order to chaos.  Three of
our four buildings suffered severe
damage from the tornado, along
with our cemetery.  The church has
lost almost all the stained glass
windows, along with the bell tower,
and north and south walls.  Its fate
is yet unknown.  The parish center
lost its roof, windows and garage.

The parish center is relocated to the
old convent,   which  received
minimal damage.  The school’s
roof was damaged and will be
repaired this summer.  The children
resumed school with a 7:30 a.m. to
noon revised schedule.  All
buildings suffered water damage.
A local Lutheran church graciously
allowed us the use of their facility
for our Masses (the times are a bit
inconvenient, but parishioners have
been understanding.)

Our parishioners, side-by-side
with strangers, have worked hard to
resurrect our Catholic community.
We are saddened, busy, and
exhausted, yet revived by the care
and kindness of so many wonderful
folks!  Thank you for being a part
of our resurrection.  We will keep
in touch with you to inform you of
our progress. 

Please keep us in your prayers.
You are a blessing!

Fr. Harry Behan
Church of St. Peter,

Minnesota
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A Special Occasion

by Eileen Porter and Judy Koziolek

The Ministry Dinner was a
wonderful event and everyone had
a good time. But does anyone know
of the hard work and preparation
that was involved? Let us tell you a
little of what goes on behind the
scenes.  

Let’s start with the details.
There was the menu to plan and the
food to be ordered, supplies to be
purchased, tables to be set up,
decorations to be decided on,
entertainment (should we,
shouldn’t we), etc.! etc.! etc.! All
these decisions and more.....who
makes them? It was our very able

Stewardship Director, Patricia
Thomas.

For years Pat has been
organizing events for Christ the
King Parish. Her expertise in
making sure that everything goes
smoothly appears effortless. Her
attention to detail makes
everything fall into place. 

The result...a memorable
event...which gave tribute to all the
volunteers who make Christ the
King a wonderful place where
people come together in love and
friendship to worship our Lord
Jesus Christ.

So we want to thank you, Pat,
for all you do, for us at Christ the
King.

by Meredith Reno

On Thursday, May 28, Christ
the King had its annual ministry
dinner.  I was lucky enough to have
attended.  The dinner was held as a
special thank you to all the
volunteers who make up the many
ministries at Christ the King.

Dinner was preceded by an
eloquent Mass at 5:30 p.m. Fr. Sean
and Fr. Baker humbled us by
extolling all of the blessings that
being a disciple gives. We, as
volunteers, are in fact disciples,
spreading the word, the love, and
the faith to those around us.

Our music director, Bernie
Sans did his usual outstanding job
with the music during the liturgy.

The dinner was delicious.  It’s
not often that one can easily cut a
steak with a plastic knife!  Dessert
consisted of a delicious carrot cake
that disappeared in a flash.  We
sang Happy Birthday to Father
Baker as Pat Thomas brought out a
smaller version of the cake with
candles on it. There was no
shortage of merriment or   laughter.

We were even surprised with
entertainment. The seminarians and
formators of the Our Lady of the
Pillar Seminary from the
Philippines, gave a     beautiful
rendition of the Our Father, in
addition to many other pieces that
they performed.

In addition to the
entertainment, another surprise was
to see Monsignor Danaher not only
attending, but tending as well.  The
line at that bar was exceedingly
long due to all the well wishers.

I, for one, had a wonderful
evening, and I’m sure that a good
time was had by all.  Thank you to
all who made this event possible:
Our dedicated Pastor, Fr. Bob
Baker, Fr. Sean Lynskey, Fr. Thanh
Nguyen, Sister Therese Horan,
Monsignor Mortimer Danaher, Pat
Thomas, Bernie Sans, Ray Hauck,
Bryce Ogden, Tony and Joey
Zeaiter, Tony and David Trotti, Joe
and Gloria Stelma, Jerry Weedon,
Janet Morton, James Litchkofski,
Patty Maroney, Henry Nguyen,
Kim Do and Judy Koziolek. We
truly are blessed to be a part of the
Christ the King family.

Evening Bible Study
by Eileen Porter

The evening Bible Study began
in May when several members of
the morning group changed jobs
and were no longer able to attend
the morning session. We had also
had inquiries from other
parishioners who were interested in
the study but could not attend the
morning meetings. Father Sean
Lynskey very graciously agreed to
lead an evening class in addition to
the morning class.

Since we had been studying the
book of Genesis in the morning
session, the evening class elected to
stay with that study. Additional
members have added a great deal to
our class, as our study is a
reflection class rather than a
straight question and answer study.

We meet in the rectory at 7:00
p.m. on Thursday evenings and
welcome new members, as we
learn through sharing with one
another.

Behind the Scenes at
the Ministry Dinner

Pat Thomas, Stewardship Director

Queens and Kings
Installation Dinner

Those installed from left to right: Pat Humbard, Ruth Fitzgerald,
Bill Campbell, Ann Seravo.  Not present: Walter Miller.

by Al Martin

The installation dinner for
Christ the King Queens and Kings
was held on May 14th.  Mrs. Alice
Almond presided at the installation
of officers for 1998-1999.  Those
installed include co-chairpersons
Mrs. Pat Humbard, Mrs. Ruth
Fitzgerald and Mr. Walter Miller.
Mr. Bill Campbell was installed as
Treasurer.  Mrs. Ann Seravo
returned for another year as
Secretary.

Mr. James Fortuna, Sr. was
guest speaker.  Mr. Fortuna is a
charter member of Christ the King
Parish and proudly remembers

attending the first mass at our
parish.  He was reappointed in
1997 by Mayor John Delaney and
was elected Chairman of the
Jacksonville/Duval County
Council on Elder Affairs.  He is
eminently qualified to speak on the
special problems confronted by
senior citizens.

Christ the King Queens and
Kings is celebrating its 25th

anniversary this year.  Membership
is open to all who are 55 years or
older.  We do not meet during July
and August, but extend a warm
welcome to our September
meeting.  Come join us for fun and
fellowship!
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The Voice of the Vietnamese Community

FATHER THANH AND FIRST COMMUNION CLASS 1998

by Peter Dang

What a year so far for the
Vietnamese community!

A booth in the World of Nations
was chaired in a joint effort by the
Vietnamese Catholic and the
Vietnamese Community in
Jacksonville May 1-3. Every year
the city of Jacksonville hosts this
event to promote ethnic culture
around the world. The Vietnamese
presented a variety of shows
including:

•Vietnamese music
representing three different
regions (North, Central and
South)

•a Dragon dance

•a traditional wedding
presented by a group of
children who re-enacted a
traditional wedding, with all of
the ancestral ceremony, the
parade from the groom’s family
to the bride, and the escort of
the bride to the groom’s family

•VOVINAM martial art-a
martial art developed by the
Vietnamese during the 19th

century

•“Ao dai” fashion show-a
group of ladies dressed in a
variety of fashion and color.
Some of the “ao dai” is
embroidered with dragon,

phoenix, flowers or designs in
very brilliant colors

•Food-the menu consisted
of Vietnamese Spring rolls,
fried rice, Vietnamese shish
kabob (chicken, pork or beef)
marinated in a special lemon
grass sauce

Every year in May, the
Vietnamese pay their respects to
the Virgin Mary.  The community
organized a procession starting
from the Marian Garden and
around the parking lot, before
entering the Church.  This year the
procession was on May 10,
coinciding with Mother’s Day.

The Vietnamese CCD for the
1997-1998 year officially ended on
May 31. It was a learning period
for all of us–the teachers, the
parents and the community as a
whole.  Through this process, the
community and parish have begun
to jell and bond together.  At the
end of this first year of Vietnamese
CCD, we have accomplished the
following:

•Ten children received First
Communion

•Confirmation will be held
in September when Bishop
Snyder visits our community.
The children are very eager to
meet the Bishop and be
confirmed. 

You Can Earn
Service Hours

by Anne Olinto

The Altar Society presents a
good opportunity to our youth
attending Christ the King and
Bishop Kenny to serve God and
obtain their needed service hours.
A few  have joined us and are
helping the teams and themselves
by earning service hours towards
their scholarships. Their help is
much appreciated, but there is still
a need for more young people to

join. Please call 725-1611 to
volunteer.

We would like to say a special
“thank you “ to  Marcella Keane
who has faithfully served on Team
#2 (ironing small linens) for
several years.  She is moving soon
to a new parish.  We are sorry to see
her leave and will miss her very
much.

It is with great pleasure that we
welcome our newest member, Fran
Martin, to our ranks.  She has
volunteered to help with linens.

I have been enriched by my
association with all the good
people who help maintain the
church.

Thank you God, and Thank
you to all Your talented and

willing workers!

A Gift of Faith

ELIAS SHAMI, SUBDEACON
by Meredith Reno

Faith comes in many forms.
Our own Catholic and apostolic
church is comprised of 22 separate
churches. One of these churches is
the Maronite Church. On Saturday
evening, May 30, we were treated
to a Maronite Mass. The Maronites
call their Mass a “Service of the
Holy Mysteries”. Monsignor  Ron
Bishara, Fr. George Zina, and
Subdeacon Eli Shami presided over
the service.

Msgr. Bishara gave us some
history and information about the
Maronite Church. It is the oldest
church going back as far as
Antioch, approximately 55 A.D. It
was founded by St. Maron, a
reclusive monk who left Antioch
and transformed an abandoned
pagan temple (just outside Antioch)
into a monastery.  By the time St.
Maron died he had a following of
800 monks.

Antioch was the seat of
scriptural studies, so the Maronite
Church is steeped in scriptural
tradition.  They are also very
poetic, with a poetic and hymnic
tradition traced to Edessa.  The
Maronite service is poetry which is
sung in Aramaic, the language
Jesus spoke when he lived with us
on earth. The spirituality comes

from the “heartvoice”, instead of
the philosophical “mindvoice”
point of view.

The parishioners stand for most
of their service because they focus
on the second coming of Jesus, and,
to paraphrase Msgr. Bishara, “...we
can run to Jesus much faster
standing than we can from a
kneeling position.”

The Maronite churches always
face east because that is the
direction in which the Son/sun
rises.

Our Roman Catholic tradition
and the Antiochene tradition of the
Maronite Church are the same in
three ways: we have the same faith,
the same sacraments and we all
look to the Pope, the Bishop of
Rome, as the head of the Church.
All 22 churches have these things
in common.

Not only was this an extremely
beautiful and spiritual experience,
it was also very informative; and,
as if that wasn’t enough, there were
treats to eat in the Parish Hall after
the service, from spinach pies to
fresh fruit platters.

The Maronite service is held
every Sunday evening at 6 P.M. in
the Sacred Heart Chapel.  It is a
venture into a most beautiful
tradition, and one that everyone
should experience at least once.

Why I Participate in
Altar Serving

by Katrina Salud, age 13

When I altar serve it gives me
the opportunity to serve God.
Serving is showing that you are
willing to commit yourself to the
ministries of the church.  It also
gives you the chance to be like one
of the disciples who helped Jesus
with the last supper.  I enjoy
serving every week because I know
that I am doing what Jesus told us
to do; help serve others.

What I’ve
Learned as an
Altar Server

by Annie Zarzoso, age 13

My name is Annie Zarzoso and
I am Vice President of Christ the
King School Student Council.  I am
also an altar server for Christ the
King Church.  Serving God has
taught me responsibility in the
church.  I am involved not only in
the school but also in the church.  I
thank God for the many talents He
has given me.  I have learned what
being a disciple means.  A disciple
is a person who devotes his or her
time to Jesus.  Altar serving has
helped me make new friends with
ministers and new altar servers.
Being an altar server has brought
me closer to God and His people.
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Taize - A Window
To Ecumenism

by Dariusz Lewandowski

(Note: Dariusz Lewandowski is a
seminarian at Christ the King
Parish.)

“I want all of them to be one with
each other, just as I am one with
you and you are one with me.”
(John 17:21)

Taize is a small village near
Lyon, in a part of France called
Burgundy.  If you go there, you will
meet enthusiastic, young people,
some of them living in tents and
gladly enduring the associated
inconveniences.  They are of all
denominations–Catholic, Anglican,
Lutheran, Orthodox and even
Hindu.  They come from all over
the world and their purpose is to
experience the reconciliation and
unification of Christians of all
denominations in the Church of
Reconciliation.

Early each morning there is a
mass for Catholics.  Three times a
day there are prayers for those who
profess different faiths.  Despite
many critical voices who claim this
church is a “religious syncretism,”
in my opinion, the community is
trying to realize what Jesus
requested of us all when he prayed
on the Mount of Olives just before
his death: “I want all of them to be
one with each other, just as I am
one with you and you are one with
me.” (John 17:21)

And that is just what the
community of Taize is trying to do.
The history of this community,
referred to now as “An Ecumenical
Community from Taize,” is a very
beautiful one.  Brother Roger
Shutz, the son of a Lutheran pastor

living with his family in
Switzerland during World War II,
decided to travel to France.  He
wanted to establish a monastic
community, and had been searching
many areas for a place to begin.  

On arriving in the small village
of Taize he felt drawn when on of
the inhabitants said “Stay with us,
we are so alone.”  Roger wondered
if this was a sign from God and
decided to stay.  The year was 1941
and all he had was a tiny room in
which he prayed and meditated on
a formula for a future community.  

Many times that year Brother
Roger’s room was searched by
Gestapo.  Fearing for his life, his
friends in Taize convinced him to
return to Switzerland, where he
continued to pursue his idea of a
monastic community.  

Brother Roger often stressed
how important his family was in
influencing his spirituality and his
desire to form a monastic
community.  He stated that his
grandmother’s devotion to the
church and to mankind were
instrumental in the roots of the
community.

During World War I, when all
of her sons went to fight on the
front lines, she continued her
devotion to the church and to her
fellow man.  Her home was close to
the field of war in northern France,
and she did all she could to
welcome fugitives: pregnant
women, children, elders.  It hurt her
to see man treating man as an
enemy.  She often said “Christians
are divided among themselves, and
they have been killing each other.”

She saw in the war a heart-
rending separation among
Christians who professed to believe

in the one same God.  She began to
speak about reconciliation.  Brother
Roger still remembers her as an
example of an ecumenical way, a
simple example for all of us.

And so Brother Roger returned
to Taize with three others.  They
became the first members of the
future community.  They made
vows to God of celibacy,
community of goods and obedience
to their prior.  It was a beginning!

Today, if you go to Taize, you
will be enthralled by the serenity of
the area with its pastoral setting on
a hilly retreat.  You will also be
awed by the simple beauty of the
chants during prayers.  

Taize is an opportunity to spend
time praying alone in tents
(hermitages) or in nearby gardens.
I invite and urge you to travel to
this beautiful place and participate
in the joyful experience of Taize!

Jacksonville’s
Polish Community

POLISH
MINISTRY

by Jolanta 

Jacksonville’s Polish
community began having Mass at
Christ the King Church about ten
years ago.  Fr. Joseph comes from
Korona (near Daytona Beach) on
the second and fourth Sundays of
the month to offer Mass at 2 p.m.

The Carmelite Fathers have a
monastery near St. Mary’s Church
in Korona, and Fr. Joseph is a part
of that community. St. Mary’s
Church was built in 1917 and was

the first church in Florida built by
Polish immigrants.  

Unfortunately, Fr. Joseph fell
recently from a ladder while
assembling the Church’s Way of
the Cross, and broke both of his
arms.  Because of this, he is unable
to drive and Fr. Benedykt has been
kind enough to replace him.

We ask everyone to pray for Fr.
Joseph’s recovery, and that our
Polish Ministry will continue to
grow.  These masses have been a
real blessing to our Polish
community.

Polska wspolnota z
Jacksonville posiada wlasna msze
w tutejszym kosciele Chrystusa
Krola od dziesieciu lat. Msza ta jest
celebrowana przez ks. Jozefa, ktory
przybywa do nas z pobliskiej
miejscowosci Korona (kolo
Daytona Beach). Msze dla polskiej
wspolnoty sa odprawiane w kazda
druga oraz czwarta niedziele
miesiaca . 

Ks. Jozef jest Karmelitaninem
ktory wraz z innymi bracmi ze
swojego zgromadzenia mieszka i
pracuje na codzien w domu
zakonnym, ktory znajduje sie w
poblizu kosciola Sw. Marii we
wspomnianej juz powyzej
miejscowosci Korona.. Kosciol ten
byl zbudowany w roku 1917 i jest
on pierwszym kosciolem na
Florydzie  zbudowanym przez
polskich em igrantow. Ksiadz Jozef
wraz z innymi bracmi sprawuje

nalezyta piecze nad tym obiektem .
Tak sie nieszczesliwie sklada iz ks.
Jozef mial niedawno nieszczesliwy
wypadek. Podczas pracy z Droga
Krzyzowa, ksiadz Jozef zlamal
obydwie rece. Przez jakis czas
bedzie on niezdolny aby kierowac
samochodem, dlategotez korzysta
on z pomocy innego karmelitanina
ks. Benedykta.Dziekujemy ks.
Benedyktowi za okazana nam
pomoc w Polskim
Duszpasterstwie!
Rownoczesnie, prosimy o
modlitwe w intencji ks. Jozefa, aby
szybko powrocil do zdrowia i aby
tak jak dawniej Polskie
Duszpasterstwo na Florydzie
rozwijalo sie pomyslnie.          Msze
w Jacksonville sa dla nas
wszystkich Bozym blogoslaw-
ienstwem i jestesmy ks. Jozefowi
oraz Ojcom Karmelitanom za te
prace z calego serca wdzieczni.
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One Race, One God - - Isang Lahi, Isang Diyos
Members of the performing

troop from Our Lady of the Pillar
Seminary from Cavite, Republic of
the Philippines, performed Isang
Lahi, Isang Diyos, during the
Ministry Dinner in the Parish Hall
on Thursday, May 28.

The 12-member troop traveled
across the globe as part of their
mission to spread God’s word and
love through song and dramatic
performances.

Our Lady of the Pillar
Seminary is a seminary college
which caters to young men whose
goal is to be Christ’s servant-
leaders in service to the church and
others. their program is anchored
by four pillars -- community,
academic, spiritual, and apostolate
development. the 28-year-old
seminary college has developed
many servant-leaders who have
been endowed with Christ’s values

of faith, freedom, equality, hope
and love.

“We are so happy to share
God’s love and word with the many
volunteers at Christ the King,” said
Father Tony Roxas, one of three
priests who work with the
seminarians in the troop. “It’s an
opportunity for us to stage a
religious cultural presentation that
supports our outreach program.”

A colorful program, produced
by the seminary, also states the
group’s goal: “The show is meant
to bring each one back home to
savor our being Filipinos in mind,
in words, and deeds; for after all,
we belong to ‘Isang Lahi, Isang
Diyos.’”.

The performance included
singing solos, as well as dramatic
situations involving challenges the
youth of today face, like gangs,
greed, and lust. The performance of

“The Gifts of the Holy Spirit
Against the Seven Capital Sins”
illustrates the trials faced from
commercialism, secularism, and
moral disintegration.

The “spirited” performances
drew rave reviews and applause
from the hundreds of dinner
attendees.

(Right) In a series of dramatic
performances and songs, the
group from Our Lady of the
Pillar showed how God works in
our everyday lives, from the
dangers of gangs, to the
overwhelming love of the Holy
Spirit. Christ the King was one
one of several stops for the
performing group that had
traveled from Cavite, Republic
of the Philippines.

The OLP performers point toward the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Melvin Avilla during his amazing performance of the Lord’s Prayer.

The colorful costumes matched an equally colorful performance.

(Right). Waving the
Philippine flag, the

performers from Our
Lady of the Pillar

celebrate the 100th
anniversary of Philippine

independence.

Story and
Photos by

Bill Dougherty



Page 8 Christ the King Catholic Church August, 1998

Single and Single Again
by Dorothy Boyd and Mary Fasano

The Single and Single Again
Ministry had a gala evening on
May 30, 1998.

We called it a “Dance into
Summer” and we were delighted to
have more than 200 guests, drawn
from all parts of Jacksonville and
surrounding communities
including St. Augustine. Dances for
singles provides an alternative to
the nightclub scene. It is perfectly

acceptable for a lady to ask a
gentleman to dance at these
functions because everyone comes
to dance and socialize. These
events take a lot of planning and
work to pull together but the end
result makes it really worthwhile.
Pictured are some of the people
involved in our group.

A first for our group was the
wedding of Sandi Hutchison and
Paul Boehnke. They met at one of 

our activities and again at our
weekly meetings. They were
married in June here at Christ the
King.

These meetings provide an
opportunity for singles to meet
people with similar interests and to
share with one another in a spirit of
friendship and fellowship.

We have a wide range of
activities planned for the coming
months. These include potluck
dinners, guest speakers, bowling

and many more activities. The
group has already planned a
Halloween dance and a bus trip to
Savannah.

We would like to thank
Father Baker and the parish for
their support and for allowing us to
hold our meetings every Tuesday in
the Shirley David Hall. We
welcome new members and invite
you to come join us on Tuesday
evenings at 7:30.

More than 200 people enjoyed “Dancing into Summer.”

Taking requests were DJs Grover Howard (left) and Leroy Garvin
(Singles Coordinator).

Single and Single Again volunteers include (from left): Leroy,
Debbie, Mary, Pat, Dorothy, Sue and Nino and Grover the DJ.

Single-Single Again Couple Wedded

Paul Boehnke and Sandi Hutchison, who met at Single-Single
Again meetings, married on June 20. The couple met during a
meeting in March 1997. Father Sean presided over their
wedding ceremony. Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Boehnke. (Photo by Bill Dougherty)

Happy Birthday!

SING WITH ME -- Bernie Sans urges everyone to sing for
Emma Duncan (center) who celebrated her birthday on May
28, the night of the Ministry Dinner. Emma said, “I was born
at 3 a.m., Central Standard Time in Illinois, and I raised five

children and three grandchildren.” You’re right Bernie --
SING! (Photo by Bill Dougherty)
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MUSIC MINISTRY

Summer at Christ the King
Church is a relatively quiet time in
which a flurry of travel activity
takes place for both parishioner and
parish musicians as they take their
yearly vacations. I am always
surprised to find who’s “in” and
who’s “out” at our weekly choir
rehearsals and on Sunday morning
at 10:00 a.m. Mass. Even though
this June through September period
is needed by all, it does present
some interesting musical problems
for the music director. Oh well, we
live with it and pray that everyone
has a wonderful time away from
their normal routines.

I was able this year to take a
real vacation as well.  However, as
most music directors do, I needed
to couple it with professional
obligations. My trip to Denver, CO.
for the American Guild of
Organists Convention included a
stop in Chicago, IL for the
ordination of my good friend Fr.
Joe Perry as one of the auxiliary
bishops of the Chicago
Archdiocese. It was an honor to be
part of that wonderful celebration
and to pray once more at Holy
Name Cathedral (where I was once
one of nine associate organists back
in the “middle ages”.)

The convention in Denver was
entertaining, educational and a
moment to reconnect with organist
friends from around the United
States.  We were given wonderful
opportunities to hear organists from
around the world perform some of
the most beautiful and yet

intricately difficult pieces of organ
music. We heard the pipe organ
used as a solo instrument, in
combination with symphony
orchestras, small instrumental
ensembles, choirs of all sizes and
even as accompaniment to silent
movies. That last concert also
included cocktails and
hor’deourves! 

We heard the organs in the
great churches of Denver, Ft.
Collins, Golden, the Air Force
Academy in Colorado Springs, and
the fantastic Fox Theater, with one
of the largest theater pipe organs in
the world. It has two organ
consoles! 

It was after the convention that
I was finally able to spend some
vacation time with my family and
friends. The weather in Colorado,
Wisconsin and Illinois was a big
change from the weather in
Jacksonville this past May and
June!  We could see the sky! And,
rain does exist! 

Conventions and workshops
always seem to recharge my
batteries. So, I’m ready for another
year of serving the good people at
Christ the King as they worship the
Lord who has been so good to all of
us. 

I join all of you who have
commented in amazement at the
growth in numbers and quality of
our Adult Choir. Personally, I am
very proud of them and commend
them on the hard work they have
invested in music ministry in our
parish. As they continue to

experience the tough rehearsals and
the moments of beauty and
inspiration they provide at worship,
I truly hope that they know how
much they bless all of us.  I would
like, also, to commend the Adult
Handbell Choir for their great
efforts in becoming one of the best
ensembles in Jacksonville. It is a
joy to work with them for their
spirit  inspires me. Both of these
groups always welcome new
members. The Handbell Choir is
presently looking to increase its
size by four players.  So, if you are
reading this and are curious about
handbells and think this may be the
group for you, don’t hesitate. God
wants you!  So does Bernie!

A new permanent musical gift
to our parish is the Funeral Choir.
Established to add a more
dominant musical presence to our
funeral liturgies, and to give
support to grieving families, this
choir has already  grown to a
sizable number.  I am deeply proud
to work with these unselfish
parishioners. They witness to a
sensitive part of life through their
compassionate presence and
beautiful voices.

The Teen Handbell group is on
its way to becoming another joy in
our parish, thanks to its members
and  its director, Susan Grossholz.
We are blessed by these young
peoples’ commitment and their call
to serve our parish in this way. Mr.
DiGeorgio, who directs our
Children’s Choir and our many

young violin students, has worked
very hard in his limited schedule to
invite, train and administrate our
young singers. The commitment of
the Children’s Choir members has
improved 100 fold on Sundays, and
their leadership at Children’s
Masses during the school year is
phenomenal. And, what about
those violins? It’s just amazing!
God bless all of our children who
are involved in music ministry.
They are the future of our Church!
I personally thank all their parents
for helping them to uphold their
commitment!

This new year will bring
another development in parish
worship life: Life-Teen! Under the
leadership of Nancy Powers and
the Core-Team, great efforts are
being made to meet the worship,
spiritual and social needs of our
teen-age parishioners.  Music will
play an important role in this
process and we welcome Mr. Tony
Steve aboard as director of music
for the Life-Teen Masses.  Tony is
a very talented musician with great
spirit and we look forward to
working with him as he takes on
this important role.

As usual, I would like to send
out a call to all parishioners to join
music ministry at Christ the King
Catholic Church. Like to sing, play
an instrument? Want to learn and
have fun? Want to praise God as
Psalm 150 tells us to? Take the leap
and call me at 724-0080. “Let your
fingers do the walking!”

Bernard Kunka
William F. Wolford, Jr.
Marion Forno
Sam Clements
Jackie Comstock
Susan Grossholz
Gary Pristupa
Floyd Townsend
Olivia Wolford
Tina Morrissey
Diane Shami
Eli Shami
Judith Johnson
Isabelle Fusco
Pat Tyndall
Jill Renuart
Harriet Hughes
Dolores Bianco
Eileen Kruger
Buzz Bekkedal
Minda Luz Buyao
Heather Wolford
Susan Sears
Terri Harrington

Janet Clements
Jean Maroney
Gina Siemaszko
Grace Berkey
Elizabeth Sulik
Dana Burnes
Emilia Hubbart
Shawn McNamara
Teresita Mejia
Beau Porter
Jason Johnson
Yohn Siemaszko
Ray Oxenreider
John Morrissey
Jeremie Magpayo
Catherine Bekkedal
Suzanne Hoffman
Elizabeth Victor
Mitzi Vergenz
Dan Renuart
Mark Rusco
Martha Coyle
Nicole Schneider
Linda Suess

FUNERAL CHOIR

Adult Choir Members
Teen Handbell Choir

Michelle Myers
C a t h e r i n e
Bekkedal
Rebecca Coyle
Kristen Hayden
Alena Maroney

Jennifer Semper
Linda Suess
Erin Tetlow
Brandy Tyndall
Olivia Wolford

God bless all of our children who are involved
in music ministry. They are the future of our
Church! I personally thank all their parents
for helping them to uphold their commitment.

Adult Handbell Choir
Kathy Nichols
Michelle Putala
Patty Maroney
Nicole Schneider
Wanda Klima

Harriet Hughes
Susan Grossholz
Linda Suess
Suzanne Hoffman
Russell Matzen

Funeral Choir
Bernard Kunka
Floyd Townsend
Rita Butzirus
Russ Butzirus
Mitzi Vergenz
Yolanda Cerquiera
Mickey Kenny
Claretta Lamusga
Rita Walsh
Judy Murphy
June Morgan

Helen Prescott
Margaret Damato
Patricia Sloan
Cassie Morency
Ray Oxenreider
Buzz Bekkedal
Wanda Wojdat
Ann Seravo
Audrey Dodd
Bill Wolford

Want to praise God as Psalm
150 tells us to?

Don’t hesitate! God wants you!

So does Bernie!
Take the leap, “Let your

fingers do the walking,” and
call me at 724-0080.
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Habijax House

BILL AND HELEN DAMATO

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

FAMILY READY TO MOVE IN

Yea!! We did it again! Christ
the King has built four Habijax
homes in the past. This year we
helped along with a coalition of
Catholics for Habijax,
(Assumption, San Jose, San Juan
Del Rio and Christ the King), to
build our fifth home.

What a great bunch of
volunteers we had during the nine
days it took to build the house.

We can’t thank our volunteers
enough for all the effort put forth,
especially in the 100 weather
we’ve had.

There are so many people to
thank for a great job. The MOM’s

Ministry for furnishing all the
shower gifts - and Monica Crisp for
helping with all the phone calls.
The blitz week was a huge success
for Habijax. They built 24 homes
for people who lived in
substandard houses in our
community.

Thank you to all the volunteers
that helped make this Habijax
house a home for the Pearline
Dixon Family.

God bless you all,
Bill Damato

S.H.A.R.E.

by Joyce Keller 

What is SHARE?
SHARE is a non-profit food co-

operative that purchases food on
the wholesale market and passes
the savings on to you.

What does SHARE stand for? 
Self-Help and Resource

Exchange.

Are there income limits to
participate?

If you eat, you can participate.
It is not a government program, so
there are no income limits. SHARE
is not charity, all food must be
purchased, and community service
is required.

How does SHARE work?
You must sign up in advance.

Pay $15 in cash or food stamps for
each package. Complete two hours
of community service hours for
each package.

What’s in a SHARE package?
Each package contains at least

15 items including meats, fruits,
vegetables, pasta, beans, rice and
packaged food. For example, on
June 27 we picked up a SHARE
package with: chicken, salad,
shrimp, ham steak, Polish Kielbasa,
sweet potatoes, BBQ sauce, onions,
potatoes, slaw mix, cabbage,
mangos, nectarines, strawberry
pound cake and a SHARE
newspaper. That month we also had

a choice of two specials, one with 6
steaks or one with items for the
grill.

What can I do 
for community service?

Community service is most
simply anything done for another
without pay. You could volunteer at
church, hospital, library, or school.
Perhaps you could visit a sick
neighbor or take a senior citizen to
the doctors.

SHARE needs you on
Distribution Day. We need owners
of vans and pick-ups to drive
downtown on mornings of
distribution day. Also we need
people to count, sort and bag food,
pass out flyers, take bags to our
patrons cars, learn the registration
process, and even babysit.

SHARE’s new co-ordinator is
me, Joyce Keller. I bring various
marketing and organizational skills
from previous careers in retail
management and real estate. I am
new to Florida and I sometimes get
homesick for New Jersey. I am now
a single parent and because I am
willing to volunteer but low on
resources, our family is the type
that SHARE really can help.

A very special thanks goes to
Mary Nogas, Kathy Daniels and
their families for keeping
everything running so smoothly for
the last two years. I hope both of
you enjoy your summer break;
we’ll see you soon!

Thank you,
Christ the King

June 29, 1998

Dear Father Baker:

On behalf of Catholics for
Habijax, I would like to thank you
for the generous donation of $150.
As you know, this money was used
to purchase housewarming gifts for
the Pearline Dixon family, with
whom we partnered to build a
house during House Raising Week.
The house, which is located at 1565
Evergreen Avenue, was completed
and dedicated this past Saturday,
June 27th. Thanks to your
generosity, we were able to do a
little more to make the house a
home for Pearline and her two
small daughters.

For tax purposes this donation
was made free of any quid pro quo
value to Christ the King Catholic
Church or any of its individual
parishioners.

It was a pleasure to have Christ
the King as a partner in the
Catholics for Habijax coalition.
Your parishioners made an
invaluable contribution to the
overall effort, both in terms of the
level of expertise and depth of
commitment. We look forward to
future cooperative efforts.

Thank you for sharing in this
project with us. God bless you.

Sincerely,
Kay Gowan
Catholics for Habijax
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Catholic Education:

Relating Freedom and Moral Truth
John Paul - Ad Limina Address

1. In the course of this series of
ad limina visits, the bishops of the
United States have again borne
witness to the keen sense of
communion of American Catholics
with the successor of Peter.  From
the beginning of my pontificate I
have experienced this closeness
and the spiritual and material
support of so many of your people.

In welcoming you, the bishops
of the ecclesiastical regions of
Chicago, Indianapolis and
Milwaukee, I express once more to
you and to the whole church in your
country my heartfelt gratitude:
“God is my witness, whom I serve
with my spirit in the Gospel of His
Son, that without ceasing I mention
you always in my prayers” (Rom.
1:9). Continuing the reflection
begun with previous groups of
bishops on the renewal of ecclesial
life in the light of the Second
Vatican Council and in view of the
challenge of evangelization which
we face on the eve of the next
millennium, today I wish to address
some aspects of your responsibility
for Catholic education.

2. From the earliest days of the
American republic, when
Archbishop John Carroll
encouraged the teaching vocation
of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton and
founded the new nation’s first
Catholic college, the church in the
United States has been deeply
involved in education at every
level. For more than 200 years,
Catholic elementary schools, high
schools, colleges and universities
have been instrumental in
educating successive generations of
Catholics and in teaching the truths
of the faith, promoting respect for
the human person and developing
the moral character of their
students. Their academic
excellence and success in preparing
young people for life have served
the whole of American society.

As we approach the third
Christian millennium, the Second
Vatican Council’s call for generous
dedication to the whole enterprise
of Catholic education remains to be
more fully implemented (cf.
Gravissimum Educationis, 1). Few
areas of Catholic life in the United
States need the leadership of the
bishops for their reaffirmation and
renewal as much as this one does.
Any such renewal requires a clear
vision of the church’s educational
mission, which in turn cannot be
separated from the Lord’s mandate
to preach the Gospel to all nations.

Like other educational
institutions, Catholic schoos
transmit knowledge and promote
the human development of their
students. However, as the council
emphasized, the Catholic school
does something else:

“It aims to create for the school
community an atmosphere
enlivened by the Gospel spirit of
freedom and charity. It aims to help

the young person in such a way that
the development of his or her own
personality will be matched by the
growth of that new creation which
he or she has become by baptism. It
strives to relate all human culture
eventually to the news of salvation,
so that the light of faith will
illumine the knowledge which
students gradually gain of the
world, of life, and of the human
family” (ibid.,8).

The mission of the Catholic
school is the integral formation of
students so that they may be true to
their condition as Christ’s disciples
and as such work effectively for the
evangelization of culture and for
the common good of society.

3. Catholic education aims not
only to communicate facts, but also
to transmit a coherent,
comprehensive vision of life in the
conviction that the truths contained
in that vision liberate students in
the most profound meaning of
human freedom. In its recent
document “The Catholic School on
the Threshold of the Third
Millennium,” the Congregation for
Catholic Education drew attention
to the importance of
communicating knowledge in the
context of the Christian vision of
the world, of life, of culture and of
history: “In the Catholic school
there is no separation between time
for learning and time for formation,
between acquiring notions and
growing in wisdom. The various
school subjects do not present only
knowledge to be attained but also
values to be acquired and truths to
be discovered” (No. 14).

The greatest challenge to
Catholic education in the United
States today, and the greatest
contribution that authentically
Catholic education can make to
American culture, is to restore to
that culture the conviction that
human beings can grasp the truth of
things and in grasping that truth can
know their duties to God, to
themselves and their neighbors.

Catholic institutions should
continue their tradition of
commitment to the education of the
poor in spite of the financial
burdens involved. In some cases it
may be necessary to find ways to
share the burden more evenly so
that parishes with schools are left to
shoulder it alone.

In meeting that challenge, the
Catholic educator will hear an echo
of Christ’s words, “If you continue
in my word, you are truly my
disciples, and you will know the
truth, and the truth will make you
free” (Jn. 8:32). The contemporary
world urgently needs the service of
educational institutions which
uphold and teach that truth is “that
fundamental value without which
freedom, justice and human dignity
are extinguished” (Veritatis
Splendor, 4).

To educate in the truth, and for
genuine freedom and evangelical
love, is at the very heart of the
church’s mission. In a cultural
climate in which moral norms are
often thought to be matters of
personal perference, Catholic
schools have a crucial role to play
in leading the younger generation
to realize that freedom consists
above all in being able to respond
to the demands of truth (cf.
Veritatis Splendor, 84). The respect
which Catholic elementary and
secondary schools enjoy suggest
that their commitment to
transmitting moral wisdom is
meeting a widely felt cultural need
in your country. The example of
bishops and pastors who, with the
support of Catholic parents, have
persevered in leadership in this
field should encourage everyone’s
efforts to foster new dedication and
new growth. The fact that some
dioceses are involved in a program
of school building is a significant
sign of vitality and a great hope for
the future.

4. Almost 25 years have passed
since your conference issued “To
Teach as Jesus Did,” a document
which is still very relevant today. It
emphasized the importance of
another aspect of Catholic
education: “More than any other
program of education sponsored by
the church, the Catholic school has
the opportunity and obligation to
be...oriented to Christian service
because it helps students acquire
skills, virtues and habits of heart
and mind required for effective
service to others” (No. 106).

On the basis of what they see
and hear, students should become
ever more aware of the dignity of
every human person and gradually
absorb the key elements of the
church’s social doctrine and her
concern for the poor.  Catholic
institutions should continue their
tradition of commitment to the
education of the poor in spite of the
financial burdens involved. In some
cases it may be necessary to find
ways to share the burden more
evenly so that parishes with schools
are not left to shoulder it alone.

A Catholic school is a place
where students live a shared
experience of faith in god and
where they learn the riches of

Catholic culture. Taking proper
account of the stages of human
development, the freedom of
individuals and the rights of parents
in the education of their children,
Catholic schools must help students
to deepen their personal
relationship with God and to
discover that all things human have
their deepest meaning in the person
and teaching of Jesus Christ.

Prayer and the liturgy,
especially the sacraments of the
eucharist and penance, should mark
the rhythm of a Catholic school’s
life. Transmitting knowledge about
the faith, though essential, is not
sufficient. If students in Catholic
schools are to gain a genuine
experience of the church, the
example of teachers and others
responsible for their formation is
crucial: the witness of adults in the
school community is a vital part of
the school’s identity.

Numberless religious and lay
teachers and other personnel in
Catholic schools down the years
have shown how their professional
competence and commitment are
grounded in the spiritual,
intellectual and moral values of the
Catholic tradition. The Catholic
community in the United States and
the whole country have been
immeasurably blessed through the
work of so many dedicated
religious in schools in every part of
your country.

I also know how much you
value the dedication of the many
lay men and women who
sometimes at great financial
sacrifice are involved in Catholic
education because they believe in
the mission of Catholic schools. If
in some cases there has been an
eroding of confidence in the
teaching vocation, you must do all
you can to restore that trust.

5. Cathechesis, either in schools
or in parish-based programs, plays
a fundamental role in transmitting
the faith. The bishop should
encourage catechists to see their
work as a vocation: as a privileged
sharing in the mission of handing
on the faith and accounting for the
hope that is in us (cf. 1 Pt. 3:15).
The Gospel message is the
definitive response to the deepest
longings of the human

(continued on Page 23)

Father Baker greets Pope John Paul II during a visit in September,
1997, with a delegation from the Diocese of St. Augustine.
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WHO AM I?
WHERE AM I GOING?

by Isabelle Fusco

Did you ever come to a place in
life when suddenly, you asked this
question - is this all there is?  I have
and I feel sure you have also.

Life in the natural can be
uneventful or boring.  Not that
events are not happening all the
time. I’m sure there are situations
that plague us.  One day, I asked
myself this question - is this the
way my life is going to be? Same
old routine, nothing really
happening that is exciting - oh yes,
there were negative things going on
in my life, but I was searching for
something more positive.  I was
doing the right things like taking
care of my family and doing my
wifely chores around the house.  I
became interested in reading the
Bible and also listening to teaching
tapes by good teachers.  Some
excited me and I began to listen to
tapes every day.

The Lord started to deal with
me and I must say, He is still
dealing with me today.  I don’t want
Him to ever stop convicting me

when I need it.  Last week, we
spoke about this scripture “Believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ and you
shall be saved”.  I have heard that
scripture many times and I have
been believing in Jesus all my life.
I didn’t know exactly what I was
supposed to believe but then I
guess, I didn’t want to ask anyone.
Like Thomas I’m sure he believed
in Jesus but he didn’t know what to
believe.  When he was finally
touched by the Holy Spirit, he
made this profound statement “my
Lord and my God”.

Just believing is not enough.
We must be doers not only hearers.

In John 3-4 Nicodemas asked
Jesus questions that he was not sure
of himself.  Nicodemas was a
teacher and yet when he had an
encounter with Jesus he also was
enlightened.  Jesus said to him,
“you must be born again if you are
to enter the kingdom of God”. Even
Nicodemas learned something that
day.  Remember, he was a Rabbi
and was also known as a teacher.
Jesus was very explicit and direct
as he said, “that which is flesh is
flesh and that which is spirit is

spirit”. Jesus says “I stand at the
door and knock.  If anyone wishes I
will come and be with him”.  The
Lord is always imploring us to
draw closer to Him.  But
sometimes, the cares of this life
detain us. And yet Jesus waits for
us.  

What does “born again” really
mean?  We have heard a lot said
about this lately.  You might say “I
believe” but what do we really
believe?  We must believe that
Jesus is God in the flesh.  Jesus left
heaven to be born of a woman in
the natural state like us.  He lived
on this earth a quiet life and then
for 31/2 years He began to teach us
His ways.  Jesus said “I am the way,
the truth and the life”. He is
the only door to heaven.  No
one can enter unless he is
born again of the spirit

How do we enter the narrow
door?  We enter by being born of
water and the spirit.  There is no
other way into the kingdom.  It is
not enough just to say “I believe in
Jesus”.  We must be like Jesus.  We
must love when people put you
down.  Forgive when you have

been insulted.  Give of yourself and
your talents as He has richly
blessed you.  We are to return to
God what He have given to us.  By
this new birth, begun at the time of
our Baptism, and continued each
and every day of our life, we have
evidence by our actions that we are
truly a new creature in Christ Jesus.
Old things pass away and truly
everything is new.  We do change
with the new birth, of Baptism of
water and the Spirit.  People will
notice.  And Jesus in you will draw
them through the door who is Jesus
the Lord.  For He says, “ I am the
door that leads to the kingdom
of heaven.”

If you have any doubt of who
you are, ask yourself, am I living
for Jesus or is Jesus just the savior
of mankind?  Remember we must
die to self so that we can be alive in
Christ.  We were born again at the
time of Baptism...born of water and
the Spirit...once and for all; and that
born again experience is lived out
in faith and action each day of our
lives when we allow the Lord to
fully take over our lives and live
intensely His Life in us. 

Under Construction
by Fr. Carr

Every year I have to apply the
brakes to the busy-ness of my life,
to ask “How’m I doin’?”

We should all do that. As we
travel the road of life towards
death, when we walk into the
loving embrace of God, the one
sign we can never escape is “Under
Construction.”  We must be sure
the roadbed is firm and keep our
eye on the compass. An ancient
Chinese proverb, which I made up
a few years ago, says that “Unless I
change my direction, I am likely to
end up where I am headed.”
Sometimes, to change the
metaphor, I need an in-flight
correction.

Come September 17, I’ll be
returning to Christ the King to
share some thoughts (morning and
evening) on living what I call
“sidewalk spirituality”. Nothing

profound, fancy or out of reach.
No drive for perfection here, just
suggestions on how, in light of
Jesus’ “good news”, we can make a
few adjustments in our daily,
routine life, in our reacting to life’s
daily concerns. Is it true that only
10% of life is what God in His
Providence has handed us, and
90% is how we react to it? I believe
so. A Milwaukee bumper sticker
from the sheriff’s office proclaims
“Attitude is everything.”  Right on!

I hope that we can talk about,
among other things, the mortal
danger of becoming overly
attached to things, old ideas, even
emotions (e.g., resentments).
Changes in the church: how to
handle them? Self-esteem: in my
opinion a very questionable
commodity. And let’s wring the
meaning out of the myth of Adam
and Eve.

Please consider attending these
talks. No presentation will last
more than 40 minutes. Time for
discussion will follow, if you wish.
Father Baker, unfortunately, will be
away at this time to receive his
medallion for 40-year membership
in the AARP. A remarkable
achievement. We congratulate him.
Hopefully, because of our
discussions, he will be able to
return to a spiritually invigorated
parish.

Untitled

by Meredith Reno

Although we strive for perfection, it is those very
imperfections that are the signature of our
individual uniqueness....
and the reality is that we merely trace the letters
that God has made for our signature.
His love for us is reflected in the personal
flourishes we add, and manifested when we give
unconditional love; for that is the ultimate
equation... love is God.

Father Hanlon Visits Christ the King
Father Robert Hanlon, S.J.

Over the last few months
Father Robert Hanlon, S.J. has
celebrated Mass here from time to
time in order to give our priests a
break in their hectic schedules. We
thought it would be nice to include
a little bio so we would know more
about him.

Father Hanlon was born in
Worcester, Massachusetts. He
attended Holy Cross School and he
joined the Jesuits in 1951. He was
ordained in 1964 by Cardinal
Cushing and received a doctorate at
the University of Massachusetts in
1971. Father taught at Fairfield
University in Connecticut for ten
years and then at Loyola in New
Orleans.

His special interest is in helping
those who are recovering from

drug addiction. He taught others
about the effects of drug addiction
and he wrote a book on the subject.
He has worked wit addicts and their
loved ones at Gateway and other
agencies since 1975.

Father Hanlon has retired and
lives in Ponte Vedra. Thank you
Fahter, for celebrating the Mass
with us here at Christ the King and
we look forward to seeing you
again soon!
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St. Vincent de Paul News!

by Russ Butzirus

The S.E. Region Convention of
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
was held in Ft. Myers, FL May 16-
18, 1998.  Our conference was
represented by Russ and Rita
Butzirus who joined some 300
Vincentians, including National
President Joe Mueller and his wife
Nancy; S.E. Region President John
Allen and his wife Mary;
Jacksonville District President Don
MacLean and his wife Georgia
(formerly of this parish). 

Reports were given by
representatives of National
committees covering council and
conference affairs, spirituality,
youth stores, elder-care, disaster,
housing and twinning (aid to other
conferences). Of these, youth

involvement is clearly one of the
most important nationally, as well
as in our conference here at Christ
the King.

The vast majority of
Vincentians today are senior
citizens.  If the Society is to
flourish for another 175 years, it is
essential to involve younger
Catholics in this important
ministry. “Youth” in the Society is
considered to be anyone from age
13-39.  Our society needs more
“youth” to carry on the mission of
St. Vincent de Paul.

Our meetings are each Monday
at 7:30P.M. in  St. Mary’s Room.
You are welcome to join us any
Monday evening, or for more
information call Russ Butzirus at
221-6709.

Christ the King students enjoyed buying gifts for their mothers at
the L’Arche Harbor House Mother’s Day Boutique.

by Kathy Nichols

Suzy Ludwig and the clients of
L’Arche Harbor House organized a
Mother’s Day Boutique on May 8,
in the Shirley David Hall. The
classes of Christ the King School
were able to shop and purchase the

wonderfully handmade crafts
available. The complimentary gift
wrapping ensured a surprise for
mom on Mother’s Day.  What a
wonderful opportunity for the
students and their moms! Let’s
hope it becomes an annual event!

Harbor House
Auxiliary

by Dolores Bianco

Newly elected officers of
L’Arche Harbor House Auxiliary
include Christ the King’s Dolores
Bianco, President; Jean Chastang,
Vice President; JoAnn Bennett,
Secretary; and Ann Cashen,
Treasurer.

Membership in the Auxiliary
consists of all men and women
interested in assisting L’Arche’s

community of physically and
mentally disabled core members.
Projects such as (the above) Spring
Boutique, the Baseball Benefit and
the Annual Silent Auction, all held
on the grounds of Christ the King,
create a special bond between the
neighboring facilities.

Dolores invites all interested
supporters to contact her at 743-
4999. 
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A cake to thank the hundreds of Christ the King volunteers.

Baige Porter, 20 months old, found a new friend in Rod
Bing.

SING TONY! -- Tony Trotti not only serves a great
beverage, but has a superb voice, too.

A Night With Our Lord
and Those Who Serve Him

Father Robert Baker and Christ the King Church honored the parish’s many
volunteers at a Ministry Dinner held in the Parish Hall on Thursday, May 28.
Hundreds of volunteers from Christ the King’s ministries were honored in
prayer by Father Baker and Monsignor (Retired) Mortimer Danaher, then
treated to a steak dinner, and a special presentation o f One race, One God --
Isang Lahi, Isang Diyos, by twelve performers from Our Lady of the Pillar
Seminary from Cavite, Republic of the Philippines.

The many volunteers who have given so much of their time, talent, and
treasure, had an opportunity to socialize and share stories about what had been
accomplished during the past liturgical year. From MOMS Ministry try to
Single and Single Again, all had stories to tell.

Following the prayer before the meal, the line formed and moved speedily
through the kitchen. The dinner attendees were really grateful for the hard work
of the cooks and kitchen help who prepared and served such a scrumptious
meal.

The entertainment was outstanding as the troop from Our Lady of the Pillar
Seminary, a seminary college of the Diocese of Ismus in the Philippines,
performed musical interpretations of their ardent desire to bring people closer to
our Savior, Jesus Christ, through song and dramatic performances. The
attendees applauded loudly and cheered the superb performances.

The surprise of the evening was a cake in honor of Father Baker’s birthday
(June 4). Father Baker said, “It’s great to be 29, again.” Father Baker blew out
the candles and then performed some lively tunes on the piano to raucous
approval from the crowd.

It was an enjoyable night for all who attended and continues to illustrate
how much Christ the King Parish appreciates the accomplishments of its many
Ministry volunteers.

Pat Thomas (left) and Gloria Stelma serve up steak dinners with a smile.

29 AGAIN! -- Father Robert Baker, Christ the King Pastor, blows out the
candles on his surprise birthday cake. He followed his birthday wishes by
playingsome dazzling piano for the dinner attendees.
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Monsignor Mortimer Danaher and Father Robert Baker
bless the food and the many Christ the King volunteers.

Tony Zeaiter, along with Henry Ngyen (not pictured), cooked hundreds
of steaks for dinner.

Story and
Photos by

Bill Dougherty

(Right) Emilia Hubbart, a member
of Christ the King’s adult choir,
picks up her steak dinner that
included a grilled steak, baked
potato, salad, and a roll. A huge
carrot cake was also enjoyed by the
hundreds of volunteers who
attended the dinner.

Bernie Sans shares a moment with his goddaughter,
Rebecca, 9 months.

Joe Stelma and Monsignor Danaher teamed up at the
refreshment stand. The refreshment team also
included (not pictured) Tony and David Trotti.

Father Sean gets a hug from Sissy Keagan during the Ministry
Dinner.
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Changes
at
Christ
the
King
School

Fifth Grade Safety Patrol

By Chuck Parliament

What does the number 350 and
Washington, D.C. have in
common?  That is how many
Tootsie Roll Pops the 5th Grade
Safety Patrol and their chaperones
ate during our trip to Washington,
D.C.

Twenty-eight children and
fourteen chaperones left for D.C.
on June 14th to see the sights; and
boy, did we see them!  The Lincoln

Memorial, the U.S. Mint, the
Capitol, Embassy Row, the
National Cathedral, the Arlington
National Cemetery, the Ford
Theater and much, much more–all
in three days.  On our trip home we
spent a day at Busch Gardens in
Williamsburg, Va.  We all had a
fantastic time!

We would like to thank Christ
the King parish for their support.
Buying the desserts during the
Lenten Wednesday fish fry helped
to partly fund our trip.

by Joanne Wnuk

Christ the King faculty, staff
and students sadly bid farewell to
Sister Therese who has been with
us for eighteen years.  Sister has
resigned her library position but
will remain an active member of
Christ the King Parish.  We shall
miss Sister’s presence in the
library, and we invite her to visit us
often!

Ms. Sylvia Gigliotti, fourth
grade teacher, has chosen this year

to retire after forty-five years of
Catholic ministry.  Ms. Gigliotti is
relocating to the Tampa area.  May
God bless her in all she undertakes.

Ms. Susan Lewis,
Administrative Assistant, and Ms.
Diane Capezzera, second grade
teacher, are leaving after many
years of dedicated service to Christ
the King School.  We wish them
well as they enter into new
professions.

Students
Graduate

by Bill Dougherty

More than 120 students
completed religious studies on May
27 as CCD classes ended for the
year.  Children from grade 1
through grade 8 participated in the
religious education classes to learn
about our Lord, Jesus Christ, the
church, and the Holy Eucharist.
Classes met each Wednesday
evening for 70 minutes.

The children attended the
Medjugorje Mass on their final day.
At a party in the children’s honor,
each child received a certificate
from Father Robert Baker and
Subdeacon Eli Shami, Director of
the CCD Program, acknowledging

their accomplishment. Then the
happy students were treated to
cookies and soda, along with hugs
and farewells from their CCD
teachers.

New classes will begin near the
end of September. CCD gives
children an opportunity to share
and grow in the Lord. Students are
prepared for the Holy Sacrament of
First Communion, moving through
the elementary and middle grades,
until they are prepared for
Confirmation.

If you are interested in having
your child attend CCD classes, or
would like to know if you have the
qualifications to be a CCD teacher,
contact Eli Shami at 634-8544 x4.
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FIRST COMMUNION CLASS, 1998

by Kathy Nichols

If you had a choice between the Holy Eucharist and a million dollars,
which one would you choose? We all know which one is more important,
in life and at death. Father Bob asked the First Communicants why the
Eucharist would be their choice: “Because it is much more precious,”
“You can’t put a price tag on Jesus,” “It is Jesus.” Father said that many

people outside Christ the King Parish would probably prefer the million
dollars.  “If we live with the Eucharist as special, we will die with the
Lord close to us in the Eucharist. If we don’t, the Lord won’t be close to
us at death.”

Congratulations to the children in Mrs. Diane Capizzera’s class, Miss
Kelly Gregory’s class and Mrs. Joan Sharp’s CCD class:

Chelsea Abid
Jullian Abinsay
Erick Allen
Jerlita Asunto
Adam Badgero
Eric Barber
Trevor Barrow
Steven Barnhart
Chelsea Bergamo
Juliana Bejarand
Alayna Carlson
Judith Chaleus
Hannah Christian
Alexis Clerkson

Kaylyn Congden
Cassandra Coppola
Erin D’Antoni
Joey Diaz
Meghan Easter
Michael Eble, Jr.
Jose Escobar
Rebecca Flagg
Chris Glotzer
Patrick Golonka
Carlos Gonzalez-       

Chavez
Andrew Grant
Emmy Hollis

Victoria Isenhower
Susan Joost
Ann Juego
Matthew                 

Klinkenberg
Alyssa LeBlanc
Jordan Lewis
Jon Paul Little
Sayhe Loayza
Carla Ludwig
Allison Lynch
Connor Marsh
Austin McCoy
Kristin McLeroy

Jordon Mikell
Shelly Miller
Stephen Miller
Matthew Mills
Megan Mitchel
Casey Mobley
Phillip Morency
Maxwell Mull
A.J. Muniz
Zachery Neaves
John Neleson
Amanda Nichols
Nichole Norton
Joseph Pall

Joey Peel
Ashton Pevy
Ashlee Putala
Domingo Ramos
Joseph Ramsey
Katharine Ramsey
Shane Reiley
Duncan Rein
Karrie Ridenhour
Hannah Riggs
Ryan Rillstone
Mitchell Robertson
Geno Rocca
Kellie Rodriguez

Max Rousseau
Timmy Ryder
Shannon Saffer
Michael Sargi
Ryan Scobie
Joycelyn Scott
Anthony Shami
Carly Shepherd
Kelsey Sluder
Rachel Smith
Theresa Smith
Jesse Stamper
Lane Steffan

Dezamond
Swiatowy

Timmy Toledo
Emily Turknett
Kristina Vince
Desmond                  

Washington
Ben Waters
Matthew Williams
Justin Willis
Rebecca Yount

Memoirs of a
Kindergarten Teacher
by Marge Jackins

Graduation is a special time for
kindergartners at Christ the King.
All year long the kindergarten
children watch as their schoolmates
go to the altar and share in the Mass
by doing the readings, petitions,
participating in the processional
and Offertory. On graduation day,
the kindergartners do this for the
very first time. What a thrill to
bring that gift to Jesus on such a
joyous occasion.

For at least the last seventeen
years kindergarten graduation has
been observed following the Mass
with the children participating and
sharing. There have been a few
memorable   experiences   that   are

worth relating. A few years back we
had our chicken pox epidemic, but
it regretfully came at graduation
time. Speaking parts had been
assigned, and as these are
committed to memory because of
our limited reading skills, when
substitutions had to occur, it was a
little harried. One of the primary
readers came down with the pox
about three or four days before
graduation so a suitable substitute
was able to be secured. As she
approached the altar with her
lengthy part well memorized, I
noticed some little red bumps
breaking out on her nose. By the
time she had finished her part, her
face was obviously becoming more
and more peppered with the pox -

of course Mom and Dad whisked
her away immediately.

As many of my former parents
are aware, I walk backwards much
of the time when in route, so I can
see the children and communicate
with them. This has been a
successful procedure for me until
this year’s graduation. The children
were all in procession almost at the
front door of the church when my
heel caught in a railroad tie and I
went down in the middle of a
flower bed. As a tribute to your
children, no one laughed, instead
little faces were filled with horror.
A very kind father was standing
near by and gave me assistance, so
we were off and running again with
a thank you Heavenly Father that if

I had to fall at all, I was blessed that
the sprinklers were not on that
morning! Of course, the children
are now in wonderment that those
eyes in the back of my head finally
need glasses!

This article could go on forever
and ever... however it’s conclusion
would be inadequate if it did not
end with a thank you to all the
parents who have given their time
and talents to making this
graduation festivity special for our
beautiful children. In the words of
the greatest teacher whoever lived -
“I tell you the truth, whatever you
did for one of the least of these
brothers of mine, you did for Me”.
(Matt. 25:40)
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Christ the King
Class of 1998

by Joanne Wnuk

Fifty-seven Christ the King
eighth graders graduated on
Sunday, May 31, 1998. Mass was
celebrated at Noon with Father
John Tetlow as homilist. Following
liturgy, the students, their families
and guests adjourned to the
Kingdome where Father Robert
Baker and Mrs. Janet Morton
conferred diplomas and presented
awards. Monsignor Danaher was a

special guest. Mrs. Susan Cooney
and Mr. James Litchkofski, eighth
grade home room teachers, guided
their students through a perfect
ceremony. Lunch was provided for
all in attendance.

Christ the King Parish
congratulates each student and
wish for them a safe summer and a
wonderful high school experience.

Christ The King introduces
their Graduation Class of 1998:

Manuel Adorno
Kimberly Barnhart
Catherine Bekkedal
Nicole Cecil
Nathalie Chua
Paul Courtwright
Kenneth Council
Thomas Crisp
Melody Davis
Erin Deason
Nydia Diefenbach
Stacy Engels
Christi Fewell
Christopher Geraty
Nicole Ghanayem
Desiree Golonka
Elaine Gonzales
Michael Hall
Andrew Jones

Amanda Kehrt
Erica Khun
Felicitas Lewis
Kelly Loughran
Elizabeth Ludwig
Joshua MacDonald
Monique MacKenzie
Erika McCoy
Walter Miska
Blair Mitchelson
Michelle Myers
Somer Nickolson
Jay Nolan, Jr.
Kimberly Parliment
Stephanie Preeschl
Sandra Sarji
Pauline Savino
Matthew Schmitt
Sean Scobie

Dana Smart
Bridgette Smith
Lauren Thies
Rachel Troedson
Katie Tubel
Sarah Tuskey
Peter Vergenz
John Verrette
Gregory Weedon
Matthew Westhoff
Melissa Westhoff
Michelle Westhoff
Shaina Williams
Sheryl Willis
Suzanna Yazigi
Pablo Zapata
Joseph Zeaiter
Michael Zimmer

Kindergarten Graduation

by Kathy Nichols

First Grade. . .here we come!
Congratulations to the students of
Mrs. Marge Jackins, Mrs. Connie
Goodbread, and Mrs. Patricia Ruhl.
All 62 students graduated during a
special 8:15 a.m. Mass on May 29.
Each graduate partook in the Mass
in some way, such as doing the
readings, being part of the
processionals, singing, etc. The
theme for this mass was “We are
God’s Promise like the Rainbow.”

Father Baker focused on this theme
during his sermon. “These children
are the best teachers for us in the
ways of God.  May we never grow
up too much that we forget to be
dependent on God.” What a special
gift to be able to teach and mold
these children. ‘Train up a child in
the way he should go; and when he
is old, he will not depart from it.’
(Proverbs 22:6)

May we present to you the 1998
Graduating Kindergarten class:

Moni Aboutayeh
Tyler Angle 
Darian Azar
Ernest Barber
Christopher Barretta
Kaylee Burke
Leslie Castello
Ashlee Caswell
Crystal Claxton
Patrick Considine
Tanner Crews
Armand DeForset
Angelo DeVera
Christina Diaz
Celina Dick
Marissa Downer
Alison Driscoll
Joseph Easter
Kaley Fannin
Megan Foronda
Joey Frenette

Mallory Frye
Steven Gardner
Alexander Glotzer 
Natalya Green
Shannon Griffin
Brandon Harris
Megan Ivey
Joseph Klinkenberg
Christina Logan
Ali Luke
Alexander Mai
Anastasia Mann
Jarrod Mamaril
Sara Mathieu
Melissa Mitchell
Erin Mikell
Aaron Morency
Alina Musharbash
Taylor Nolan
Ryan Payne
Aaron Plotz

Ryan Pollett
Stacie Putala
Nicholas Ryder
Carissa Searcy
Chantel Schaedel
Madeline Sciullo
Sawsan Shami
Victoria Shami
Eric Simons
Jonathan Sloan
Hannah Smith
Nolan Thurlow
Samantha Toney
John Warren 
Brianna Waters
Timothy Weber
Tyler Wildes
Christopher Williams
Katlin Williamson
Dena Yazji

CHRIST THE KING HONOR ROLL
A & B HONOR ROLL

FOUR QUARTERS
Jevie Asunto
Kimberly Barnhart
Bradley Bateh
Danielle Boutte
Catherine Bekkedal
Anthony Costanza
Cameron Cox
Molly Crisp
Melody Davis
Monica Delcampo
Nydia Diefenbach
Michelle Fares
Jeffery Flagg
Kristina Francisco
Sydney Franklin
Cameron Frye
Nicole Ghanayem
David Glotzer
Elaine Gonzales
Brian Griffin
Lauren Grochmal
Katie Hayes
Patrick Hollis
Amanda Jerreld
Brian Karahalios
Amanda Kehrt
Bryan Keel
Nathalie Labao
Matt Laduke
Mark Laduke
Elizabeth Ludwig

Felicitas Lewis
Victoria Matzen
Colin Meigs
Nicole Miller
Tim Miller
Stacey Mills
Michelle Myers
Jessie Oliver
Kimberly Parliament
Lauren Petit
Stephanie Preeschl
Michael Price
Ryan Ricafort
Stephanie Ricker
Jennifer Ruhl
Josalin Saffer
Lauren Salinas
Katrina Salud
Bridgette Smith
Megan Stephens
Erin Thurlow
Sarah Tuskey
Jennifer Walters
Robert Wooten
Shaina Williams
Adel Yazji
Allie Yocum
Jennie Yocum
Ashley Yount
Annie Zarzosa
Mike Zimmer

ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE AWARDS

CLASS OF 1998

Academic Excellence-Elizabeth
Ludwig
Literature - Kimberly Barnhart
English - Felicitas Lewis
Spelling - Sandra Sarji
Science - Michael Zimmer
Algebra - Nathalie Chua
Pre-Algebra - Maureen Loughran
Religion - Nicole Ghanayem
Social Studies - Melody Davis
Health - Kimberly Parliment
Art - Desiree Golonka
Computers - Erin Deason
Library - Nydia Diefenbach
Physical Education - Rachel Troedson
Music - Stephanie Preeschl

DIOCESAN HONOR ROLL
CLASS OF 1998

Kimberly Barnhart
Catherine Bekkedal
Melody Davis
Erin Deason
Nydia Diefenbach
Nikki Ghanayem
Elaine Gonzales
Amanda Kehrt
Cita Lewis
Elizabeth Ludwig
Blair Mitchelson
Michelle Myers
Kimberly Parliment
Stephanie Preeschl
Bridgette Smith
Sarah Tuskey
Shaina Williams
Michael Zimmer

STUDENT ATHLETE AWARDS 
CLASS OF 1998

Elaine Gonzales
Maureen Loughran
Bridgette Smith

PRESIDENTIAL
ACADEMIC FITNESS AWARDS 

CLASS OF 1998

Kimberly Barnhart
Catherine Bekkedal
Nathalie Chua
Melody Davis
Erin Deason
Nydia Diefenbach
Nicole Ghanayem
Elaine Gonzales
Amanda Kehrt
Erica Kuhn
Cita Lewis
Maureen Loughran
Elizabeth Ludwig
Blair Mitchelson
Michelle Myers
Stephanie Preeschl
Sandra Sarji
Bridgette Smith
Sarah Tuskey
Peter Vergenz
Shaina Williams
Michael Zimmer

PERFECT ATTENDANCE 
CLASS OF 1998

Nathalie Chua
Thomas Crisp
Amanda Kehrt
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Bishop Kenny
Graduation

by Sharon Powell

On Saturday May 23, the
Bishop Kenny graduating class of
1998 processed into the University
of North Florida Arena. The
ceremony began at 10 A.M. and
was led by the Mistress of
Ceremonies, Mrs. Patricia A.
Tierney, Superintendent of Schools
for the Diocese of St. Augustine. 

First Mrs Tierney introduced
the Most Reverend Bishop John J.
Snyder to an excited crowd of
graduates, their families and
friends. After Bishop Snyder
opened with a prayer, Mrs. Tierney
introduced the first of the 1998 Co-
Valedictorians, Michelle DeLucia
(a member of Christ the King
Parish). Michelle’s very interesting
speech was followed by a song
from the Bishop Kenny Chorus.

After the song Co-Valedictorian,
Brae Riggins (San Jose Parish) was
introduced. Brae’s speech was
interesting and amusing.

The Commencement address
was given by Mr. Michael Tetlow
(BK class of 1980 and brother of
Father John). Mr. Tetlow’s speech
was both moving and inspirational
and was on the subject of “Life as a
Matter of Chances and Choices”.

Miss Jane Marnett, Bishop
Kenny principal, presented the
graduates to Bishop Snyder who, in
turn presented the graduates with
their diplomas. So, we graduates
sat there from Ackerman & Adams
to York & Yown until we finally
were able to stand up and throw our
caps, say our good-byes and annoy
the administration one last time by
refusing to “process out just as you
processed in”.

Christ the King Graduates
of Bishop Kenny High School

Class of 1998
Christina Alloush
Keri L. Bazin
Andrew J. Black
James Christman
Jaime K. Council
Stephanie A. Croft
Christine M. Edmonds
Erika E. Elmer
Kristoffer B.Francisco
Darren Frauenheim
Shannon Henry
Michelle D. Hume
Melanie Kabat
Dana N. Kasza
Laura Loughran
Elizabeth Macke
William P. Macke

Stephen Mackin
Matthew J. McCook
Chris McKeon
Heath O’Shea
Sharon Powell
Andrew Riggan
Constandi Shami
Victor C. Simon
Amanda Tyndall
Anna M. Wagner
Lisa A. Ward
Cynthia Weedon
Elizabeth Wehner
Melissa Whittaker
Joseph M. Woerly
Katherine Wrubluski

B.K. Students from C.K.
Who Have Earned Honors

The following students have earned First and Second Honors for the
fourth quarter of the 1997-1998 academic year:

Karen Birdwell
Daniel Borcher
Holman Chua
Andrew Courtwright
Matthew Crews
Todd Davis
Jessica Edmonds
Leslie Godley

Elena Gonzalez-
Chavez
John Goodbread
Francis Javato
Cheryl Labao 
Kaye Lagdaan 
Melissa McKeon
Nicolas Merolle 

Matthew Mucciolo 
Jennifer Nogas 
Jennifer Ann
Parliament 
Haley Powell 
Michael Ricafort 
Linda Rowan 
Justin Stamper

Bishop Kenny
Baccalaureate Mass

by Eileen Porter

On May 22 Bishop Kenny held
its graduation Mass at Christ the
King. Mass was celebrated by
Father John Tetlow (BK class of
1972).

Sharon Powell, class President
and Christ the King member, made
the introductory remarks.  Father
Michael Houle, president of Bishop
Kenny welcomed the assemblage.
Christ the King’s Michelle
DeLucia, Co-Valedictorian of the
class gave the first reading, fellow
Co-Valedictorian Brae Riggins
read the second Scripture reading.

The Gospel was read by Deacon
Richard Ryan, and was followed by
an eloquent homily by Father
Tetlow.

Sharon Powell asked the
Prayers of the Faithful and the gifts
were presented by the other class
officers, Nathaniel Millado, Paige
Bush and Elizabeth Lane

The Bishop Kenny Chorus and
Mr. Bernie Sans provided the
beautiful music that accompanied
the Liturgy.

Following the Mass, a
reception for the graduates and
their guests was held in the
Kingdome.

7th Grader Promoted to B.K.

by Donna Baker

Kristian Llave, a seventh grader
with a straight ‘A’ average, has
been promoted to the ninth grade
and will be attending Bishop
Kenny High School in the fall.
Kristian has been identified by
Duke University Talent
Identification Program (TIP) which
conducts testing every year among
gifted seventh graders.  Kristian
placed above 99% in the
standardized tests (CTBS) and the
SAT Test which is offered to all
twelfth grade college bound
students.

Kristian scored so high in the
math and english portions of the
tests that he was given a State of
Florida Recognition Award and a
TIP Grand Recognition Award.  He
was one of 2,144 students chosen
out of 71,785 talent search
students, which put him at the top
percent of his peers across the
nation.  He has scored better than
80% of college bound high school
seniors on the SAT or ACT tests.
This accomplishment has led to the
recognition of Christ the King as a
school of distinction in Florida.

Over the summer, Kristian will
be attending Davidson College in
North Carolina for a three week
intensive program in algebra.  This
program is equivalent to a full year
of study.

Kristian would like to thank his
parents, Christ the King School,
and especially Mrs. Susan Cooney,
who recognized his potential, and
encouraged and supported him to
grow and be “challenged.”
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Kneeling row: Kelly Statham, Brittany Shepherd, Rachel
Troedson, Michelle Westhoff, Erika McCoy. 2nd Row: Megan
Hendrix, Kim Henry, Lindsay Payne, Kristen Henry, Mary
Inman, Bridgette Smith, Nikki Cecil, Coach Whitson. 3rd Row:
Leonard McCook, Jenny Oakley, Melissa Westhoff, Michelle
Myers, Scarlett Favre, Matt McCook.

CYO/Youth Golf Tourney

June 22, 1998
Dear Fr. Baker,

Thank you for your generous
Sponsorship of the 30th Annual
CYO-/Youth Ministry Invitational
Golf Tournament, held Monday,
April 13 at San Jose Country Club.
It was nice to see the eight men
from the parish on the greens, and
Pat Thomas was a wonderful
support.

This year’s tournament raised
$9,946.08 for the Office of Youth
and Young Adult Ministries. That is
$906 more than was raised last
year. Without the Golf Tournament,
the Office would need to cut back
on programs and services, pass the
actual costs on to the participants or

deny the participation of youth who
require financial assistance.

On behalf of Bishop Snyder,
the CYO Golf Committee, the
Youth and Young Adult Ministries
staff, and all the youth and adult
advisors we serve, THANK YOU!

Please mark Monday, April 5,
1999 on your calendar for the next
CYO Golf Tournament. Feel free to
invite friends to join in, as well.

May the Lord bless you this
summer with rest and refreshment
for your mind, body and soul!

In Jesus’ Name,
Cindee Case, Director
Youth and Young Adult Ministries

by Coach Angela Whitson

“Its not over ‘til its over.” That
was the motto for the girls this year.
We wanted to start every game
playing hard and wanted to finish
hard. The girls started the season
against St. Paul’s at the Beach and
all the girls got to play. The next
game was at home against
Assumption. Assumption had
beaten us for years. We WON it!!

By spring break, we were 3-2
and had 6 tough games until the
tournament. My assistants,
Leonard and Matt McCook, and I
decided that with hard work we
could be contenders! We worked
very hard with our pitchers, Kristen
Henry, Mellissa Westhoff and
Kelly Stathem. We worked hard on
our hitting. Every chance we could,
we drilled the infield and the
outfield. I was so proud of the girls’
dedication and determination.

After spring break, we won 5,
lost 1 and were 8-3 overall. St.
Joseph’s and Assumption had tied
for first place, we were third seed
going into tournament. Our first
opponent was St. Paul’s the Beach.
We played well and beat them 9 to
1. Our next opponent was
Assumption. We were 1 and 1
during the season. I told the girls,
“We need to play OUR game.” We
did ... and won 6 to 2.  Our pitching
and hitting got us this far.  We were
going to the championship!

The championship was St.
Joseph’s (1) against Christ the King
(3). This was THE game. We took
the lead 1 to 0 going into the 4th
inning. We scored 3 runs in the 5th
inning and St. Joseph’s scored 1
run. Going into our last at bats we
scored one more, and the score was
5 to 1.

St. Joseph’s had to have their
up and we were nervous. The first
batter flied out and we had one
down. We walked the next batter,
and the batter after that got a single.

St. Joseph’s now had a runner
on 1st and a runner on 2nd, with
one out. The next batter flied out in
the infield...two outs.

St. Joseph’s was now starting
back at the top of the order. The
first batter got a single and drove in
a run. Runners were now on 1st and
3rd, and the next batter hit to the
outfield.  The runner on third ran in
to score.

The score was now 5 to 3 with
runners on 1st and 2nd. The score
advanced  to 5 to 4. I just kept
yelling “STAY IN THE GAME!”.
Their 4th batter came up and hit a
fly ball down the right field line.
My right fielder made a stretching
catch and WE WON!  The
celebration began!

CK girls have been to the finals
3 times during my coaching years.
We were due! The logo on the
shirts the girls received summed up
our year...”Hard Work Equals
Championships”.

C.K. Girls Softball Wins Division II Championship
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17th Anniversary
of Medjugorje Celebration

A Day of Prayer
in Honor of the Queen of Peace

“The Eucharist - Our Greatest
Gift”

Christ the King was the center
of activity from 10 a.m. until after
10 p.m. on June 25th. Activities
were planned for people of all ages.

The day actually began the
night before with nocturnal
adoration in the Sacred Heart
Chapel, and adoration  continued
on Thursday until the 5 p.m.
Benediction was held in the
Church. Other activities included
praying the Rosary, visiting the
Religious Articles Store and
listening to Tom Rutkowski, the
guest speaker. At 3 p.m. the

Chaplet of Divine Mercy was sung
and after the Benediction there was
enrollment in the Brown Scapular.

Holy Mass was celebrated at
5:30 p.m. Fr. Cletus Watson was
the guest homilist. Dinner followed
the Mass, and at 7:30 there was a
special musical program by Christ
the King’s handbell choir.

The evening did not end with
the musical program. Guest
speaker, Babsie Bleasdell of
Trinidad, a  famed international
speaker, carried this day to its end.
This program was sponsored by
GOSPA USA, Inc. Florida Office
out of Palm Coast and was hosted
at Christ the King Catholic Church.

Dear Father Baker:

On Saturday, May 16, and
Sunday, May 17, Florida Georgia
Blood Alliance visited your church
with our bloodmobile. The support
of your group in helping to provide
the 73,000 units of blood needed
yearly by the patients in the 22
medical facilities serviced by the
Blood Alliance is appreciated. 53
individuals volunteered to give
their blood with 45 actually able to
donate. This accomplishment was
met due to the efforts of Mr. Martin
Polsenski, your blood drive
coordinator. He is to be
commended for his efforts.

*Thank you for your support
and sponsorship of this community
service.

Sincerely,
Diane Strickland
Donor Resources Consultant

*Father Baker and the Rectory
Staff join Diane Strickland in
extending our deep appreciation to
Marty Polsenski for all his great
help in organizing our efforts to
assist the Florida Georgia Blood
Alliance  

Editorial Note: According to
computer readout, the numbers
should be 52 individuals and  46
were able to donate.

From the desk of...
Marty Polsenski

Theparish community gratefully
recognizes the effort of all blood
donors. Thank you a thousand
times! Your effect was evident
then and more so today because
the desperate blood shortage
continues. Maybe a few more
people in our great parish
community will join this elite
group of donors at our next
drive.

Parish Nurse Ministry

by Barbara Hanuscin

The Parish Nurse Ministry of
Christ the King Parish introduced
its first program, “An Affair of the
Heart” after the 8:30 and 10:00
a.m. Masses on June 7, 1998.

Four nurses donated their time
to perform blood pressure
screenings and 51 parishioners
took advantage of the free service.
Literature was available on CPR,
stroke, heart disease and
menopause.  Information on diet
and exercise was also available.

The Parish Nurse Ministry
recognizes that physical, spiritual
and emotional health are
interrelated.  An article by Dr.
Herbert Ratner, M.D., entitled
“The Human Heart of Jesus” (from
the June 1998 issue of Our Sunday
Visitor’s New Covenant) was
available for reading, and
discussed the link between our
physical hearts, the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, and our growing faith.  The
peace that comes from our
relationship with the Sacred Heart
can help reduce stress in our lives,
leading to a healthier, more
productive existence.

Blood pressure screenings will
be available monthly, so please
check the church bulletin for dates
and times. 

Father
Peter Ljubicic

by Blanche Iglesias

Fr. Petar Ljubicic, a Croatian
Franciscan priest who worked in
Medjugorje for 10½ years, spoke at
Christ the King Church Wednesday
July 8th. 
Fr. Petar, through an interpreter,
encouraged everyone to remain
faithful to the commitment asked
by Our Lady at Medjugorje. He
stressed the need for us to open our

hearts and to be willing to follow
Jesus Christ each moment of our
lives. Fr. Petar’s humility and
strong but simple faith was evident
in all that he said. At the end of the
Mass he said a prayer of healing for
everyone present. The
congregation received him
enthusiastically. Hopefully, Fr.
Petar will be back with us again
soon.

by Meredith Reno

“Hooked on Jesus” is the theme
of Christ the King’s Vacation Bible
School (VBS).  VBS will be held
the week of August 3-7.  It is for
children aged 4-11 years.

VBS begins on Monday,
August 3rd at 8:30 a.m. in the
Kingdome.  Tuesday through
Friday, the children should be at the
Kingdome by 8:45 a.m.  VBS ends
promptly at 12 noon everyday.
Those who have enrolled their
children in VBS should make
arrangements to drop off and pick
up them up on time in

consideration of the volunteers
who have made Vacation Bible
School possible this year.

On the first day, please have
your children bring a plain white
tee shirt for an art project.  A
collection for the needy will be
taken up each day to give the
children an opportunity to donate
to a worthy cause.

VBS will culminate its
activities at the 8:30 a.m. Mass on
Sunday, August 9th.  Please have
the children meet in the Gathering
area by 8:00 a.m. for the closing of
Vacation Bible School.
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We Are
Pack 5

by Dave Waters, Cubmaster

We of Pack 5, want to welcome
you and wish you well during this
new school year. We will be having
a Fall Scout Roundup in September
for all boys  in grades 1-5 who are
interested in Scouting.  Most of the
boys in the pack are members of
Christ the King Church, although
this is not a requirement. We
welcome any boy in the city who
wishes to pursue the rewarding task
of learning and growing in the
Scout spirit. 

Pack 5 is Christ the King’s own
Cub Scout Pack. We are 41 years
old this year, and have always been
chartered with Christ the King
Church. Currently, there are 23
boys in Pack 5 in four separate
dens, with 8 adult volunteer
leaders. The pack meets on the last
Thursday of the month in the Parish
Hall. The dens meet weekly at the
Scout Hut; times and days are listed
in the Sunday bulletin.

The activities that the boys are
involved in are very organized.
Each month has a theme, and there
are specific activity awards the
boys can focus on to achieve and
progress though the ranks of Cub
Scouts and on to Boy Scouts. Each
week a specific goal must be
achieved in the den that will assist
the boy in advancing for his age
level. At the monthly Pack
meeting, awards and advancements
are given out and the boy is
recognized for his achievements
along with a lot of fun stuff
throughout the month. 

We have had a great time over
the past few months with a lot of

fun activities. The Cubs, Webelos,
and their families have participated
in the Pinewood Derby, Family
camping, a Sun’s baseball game,
the play Jungle Book at the FCCJ
South Campus, and Scout Blast at
NAS Jacksonville.  Scout Blast is
an annual event sponsored and held
at the Naval Air Station on Armed
Forces weekend.  This year we won
the top award for our display at our
pack booth entitled “Amazing
Straw.” (See photo) We have also
participated in service projects
within our community: the River
City Cleanup; Adopt a Road
program;   serving donuts after the
morning Masses on Scout Sunday.

This fall the Scouts will be
selling Entertainment Coupon
Books and Trails End Popcorn.
Please help support the Pack in
these endeavors.

The pack exists for all the boys,
with their needs and growth always
a priority. But it takes us, their
parents and adult volunteers, to
make it all happen. Ours are the
Best! I have never found a more
dedicated group of parents and
adults involved with the Scouting
effort than here at Christ the King. 

If you or your son are interested
in finding out more about scouting,
please feel free to call me, Dave
Waters (I’m the Cub Master) at
721-6567, and I’ll try to answer
any questions you might have.
Give me a call, and I’ll be glad to
put you in touch with any of the
den leaders, or give you a schedule
of our meetings.

Remember... the boys are our
future!

Boy Scouts Troop 5 Have Been Active!
By Donna Baker

On April 14th, Troop 5 held its
Spring Court of Honor.  This
ceremony recognized the scouts’
achievements by awarding badges
of rank.  We would like to
acknowledge the following scouts
for their accomplishments in
preparing to become better
individuals and scouts:

The Rank of Star
Chris Jones
Matt Viets

The Rank of Life
Tim Barry

The Rank of First Class
Chris Demery

Scout Badge
Andrew Baker

Each year the scouts,
scoutmaster and the troop
committee have the opportunity to
choose a scout for Scout of the
Year.  Certain qualifications must
be met in order to be nominated
and chosen.  Troop 5 would like to
congratulate Chris Jones as Scout
of the Year 1998!

On Armed Forces Weekend in
May, Troop 5 had the opportunity
to participate in Scout Blast held at
NAS, Jacksonville.  The scouts
camped at the base and participated
in many activities.  Troop 5, under
the guidance of Senior Patrol
Leader Tim Barry, taught the public
who visited their booth the skills of
fire starting without the use of
matches and how to make fire
starters out of newspapers and
paraffin wax.  They did such an
outstanding job that the troop was
awarded the Captain’s Award for
their booth!

In June, seven boys and two
adult leaders left for one week of
summer camp at Camp Shands in
Melrose, FL.  They learned to

become better campers, hikers and
scouts as they camped out under
the stars.  They were also able to
advance in their scouting rank.

We want to give a special
thanks to Tim Barry, our Senior
Patrol Leader for the past two
years.  Tim graduated from Bishop
Kenny High School and has been
accept to the Naval Academy in the
fall.  We wish you good luck, Tim!

Chris Jones was elected to the
position of Senior Patrol Leader
and has accepted.  He attended a
junior leadership training course in
July which enhanced his skills in
leadership and his ability to help
other scouts master new skills.

This fall the Boy Scouts will be
involved in a few fund raisers.  The
purpose of the fund raisers is for
the scouts to pay their own way on
scout activities (camping trips and
summer camp) and to purchase
patrol or individual equipment.
They will be selling the
Entertainment Coupon Books,
‘Trails End Popcorn” (caramel,
chocolate, fat free, and
microwaveable.)  They will also
sell Christmas wreaths which can
be hand delivered or mailed.  See a
Scout and our thanks for
supporting Troop 5.

If any boy between the ages of
11 - 17 yrs. of age, wish to join Boy
Scouts, you are invited to attend
one of our meetings.  Troop 5
meets every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
in the Scout Hut.  If you have any
questions, please call Rob Viets,
Scoutmaster, at 396-2242.

We are also looking for adults
or businesses who would like to be
merit badge counselors for Troop 5.
This involves working with two or
more scouts on meeting the
requirements for a particular
vocation, hobby or sport.  There are
over 100 different merit badges
from which to choose!  Please give
Rob Viet a call if you or your
business are interested in helping
with scouts.

Did You Know?
by Nancy D’Antoni

Bishop Snyder, on his recent
trip to the Vatican, asked for a
special blessing for the Boy Scout
and Girl Scout programs in our
Diocese.  Scout troops at Christ the
King are a vital part of our youth
program.  They are an important
outlet for the children in our parish.
Scouting provides a link between
the teachings of the church and our
society.  These links are clearly
stated in the laws of both
organizations.

In order for our Girl Scout
troops to continue, we are looking
for interested adults to be leaders
and assistant leaders.  These
positions are strictly voluntary.  No
experience is necessary, however,
some training is required and is
offered without cost.  Generally, a

leader spends 5 to 10 hours a week
planning and preparing for
meetings.  Girl Scout meetings are
held according to the leaders’
schedule.  Some meet weekly,
while others meet bi-weekly.  This
is a very flexible job.  Most of all,
it is very rewarding.

We are currently looking for
leaders in the following age levels:
Daisy Scouts-Kindergarten;
Brownie Girl Scouts-1st through
3rd grade.

Please give this your
consideration.  We will not have
these age levels available in the
1998-99 school year unless we
have leaders for these groups!  For
more information, please call
Nancy D-Antoni at 745-3751 or
Gateway Girl Scout Council at
388-4653.
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Girl Scouts Are Going Places At Christ the King!
by Nancy D’Antoni

On June 21, 1998, four Cadette
Girl Scouts, three Junior Girl
Scouts, and their leaders set off for
an adventure in the Smoky
Mountains.  We spent four nights
and five days camping in and
exploring Cherokee, NC.  Hot
temperatures followed us, with
daytime highs reaching into the
90’s.  The nights were a little
cooler, with evening lows in the
60’s.  It took 10 months to plan and
prepare for the trip.  There is talk of
another trip next summer!

Although we camped in
Cherokee, NC, we did some
adventuring in Tennessee.  Our first
full day was spent exploring the
pioneer settlement of Cades Cove.
The girls had learned of this area in
a troop meeting earlier in the year.
The girls found out that pioneer life
was hard.  They were surprised at
the size of the homes–not much
bigger than an efficiency apartment
and without plumbing and
electricity.  Families had to share
cramped quarters.  Some families
had as many as 14 children!  The
group walked the paths that the

settlers of over 100 years ago took.
Several white tailed deer were seen,
and some of the girls found
themselves only inches away from
a young spike.

We followed up with a visit to
Tuckaleechee Caverns in
Townsend, TN.  This was clearly
the highlight of the day.  We
descended 91 steps to a world that
none of us had ever seen before.  It
was a pleasant 58 degrees.  We
were in awe of the power of water.
Stalactites and stalagmites took
many different forms.  Some were
the traditional columns, while
others took the shapes of pencils,
broom sticks, ribbons and
chandeliers!  We left reluctantly,
but not before our underground
guide put the finishing touch on our
magical tour.  He told us to look out
at the mountains to the left of the
cavern entrance as well as directly
behind it.  That was where we had
spent the last two hours, 300 feet
below the mountain!

Our small group continued on
our adventure.  We toured
Cherokee Village and learned many
interesting things about these
Native Americans.  Their crafts of

bead work and fingerweaving were
beautiful.  We are going to try our
hands at some of their crafts.  The
girls spent some time at a roadside
gem mine.  Everyone found a good
selection of different gem stones,
including topaz, amethyst,
emeralds, garnets and rubies!  We
were treated to lunch that day by
Mr. and Mrs. Knight from our
parish.  They gave us some
wonderful ideas for the troop.

On our way back to our
campsite, we located Mingo Falls.
Up the steep steps we went.  What
a sight!  At the top was a small
wooden bridge that crossed the
bottom of the waterfall.  Our
adventurous gals slipped on their
climbing shoes and found a way up.  

Although they didn’t make it to
the top, it made a great picture.
Back at our campsite, we all
donned our water shoes and played
in the chilly mountain stream that
splashed and gurgled just feet from
our tents.

We had more wet adventures
the next day.  Our journey led to the
Smoky National Park and our own
private picnic spot.  The slippery
rocks provided a natural water slide

while the brisk water gave us the
chills.  There was even a
“swimmin’ hole” that we braved.
The natural surroundings were new
to most of the girls.  Wildflowers
were in bloom and the air was
lightly fragranced with Balsam and
other wonderful smells.

As our journey came to an end,
we talked of the fun we had.  It was
a great experience for all and was
well worth the planning,
preparation and fund raising.  This
was clearly the highlight of our
time spent together as leaders and
scouts.  I would like to personally
thank the parents that supported
their scouts so that they could take
part in this trip, as well as the girls
themselves for all of their hard
work in making it happen.  A
special “Thank you” goes out to
Denise Yount for all of her help
during the year, as well as making
time in her chaotic schedule so that
we could take this trip.  A final
word of thanks goes out to all of the
parishioners that have helped
support our Girl Scout Troops
through calendar sales and cookies.
As you can see, your support was
for a worthwhile cause.

heart. YoungCatholics have a right
to hear the full content of that
message in order to come to know
Christ, the one who has overcome
death and opened the way to
salvation. Efforts to renew
catechesis must be based on the
premise that Christ’s teaching, as
transmitted in the church and as
authentically interpreted by the
magisterium, has to be presented in
all its richness, and the
methodologies used have to
respond to the nature of the faith as
truth received (cf. 1 Cor. 15:1). The
work you have gegun through your
conference to evaluate catechetical
texts by the standard of the
Catechism of the Catholic Church
will help to ensure the unity and
completeness of the faith as it is
presented in your dioceses.

6. The church’s tradition of
involvement in universities, which
goes back almost 1,000 years,
quickly took root in the United
States. Today Catholic colleges and
universities can make an important
contribution to the renewal of
American higher education. To
belong to a university community,
as was my privilege during my
days as a professor is to stand at the
crossroads of the cultures that have
formed the modern world. It is to
be a trustee of the wisdom of
centuries and a promoter of the
creativity that will transmit that
wisdom to future generations.

At a time when knowledge is
often thought to be fragmentary
and never absolute, Catholic
universities should be expected to
uphold the objectivity and
coherence of knowledge. Now that
the centuries-old conflict between

science and faith is fading. Catholic
universities should be in the
forefront of a new and long
overdue dialogue between the
empirical sciences and the truths of
faith.

If Catholic universities are to
become leaders in the renewal of
higher education, they must first
have a strong sense of their own
Catholic identity. This identity is
not established once and for all by
an institution’s origins, but comes
from its living within the church
today and always, speaking from
the heart of the church (ex corde
ecclesiae) to the contemporary
world. The Catholic identity of a
university should be evident in its
curriculum, in its faculty, in student
activities and in the quality of its
commmunity life. This is no
infringement upon the university’s
nature as a true center of learning,
where the truth of the created order
is fully respected by also ultimately
illuminated by the light of the new
creation in Christ.

The Catholic identity of a
university necessarily includes the
university’s relationship to the local
church and its bishop. It is
sometimes said that a university
that acknowledges a responsibility
to any community or authority
outside the relevant academic
professional associations has lost
both its independence and its
integrity. But this to detach
freedom from its object, which is
truth. Catholic universities
understand that there is no
contradition between the free and
vigourous pursuit of the truth and a
“recognition of and an adherence to
the teaching authority of the church
in matters of faith and morals” (Ex
Corde Ecclesiae, 27).

“Theology itself is accountable
to those to whom Christ has given
responsibility for overseeing the
ecclesial community and its
stability in the truth. As the
discussion on these questions
deepens in your country, it must be
the bishops’ aim to see that the
terms used are genuinely ecclesial
in character.”

7. In safeguarding the Catholic
identity of Catholic institutions of
higher education, bishops have a
special responsibility in relation to
the work of theologians. If, as the
whole Catholic tradition testifies,
theology is to be done in and for the
church, then the question of
theology’s relationship to the
teaching authority of the church is
not extrinsic-something imposed
from outside-but rather intrinsic to
theology as an ecclesial science.
Theology itself is accountable to
those to whom Christ has given
responsibility for overseeing the
ecclesial community and its
stability in the truth. As the
discussion on these questions
deepens in your country, it must be
the bishop’s aim to see that the
terms used are genuinely ecclesial
in character.

In addition, bishops should take
a personal interest in the work of
university chaplaincies, not only in
Catholic institutions but also in
other colleges and universitities
where Catholic institutions but also
in other colleges and universities
where Catholic students are
present. Campus ministry offers a
notable opportunity to be close to
young people at a significant time
in their lives: “The university
chapel is called to be a vital center
for promoting the Christian
renewal of culture, in respectful
and frank dialogue, in a clear and
well-grounded persepective (cf. 1
Pt 3:15), in a witness which is open

to questioning and capable of
convincing” (May 1, 1998, address
to European congress of university
chaplains, 4). Young adults need
the service of committed chaplains
who can help them intellectually
and spiritually to attain their full
maturity in Christ.

8. Dear brother bishops: On the
threshold of a new century and a
new millennium, the church
continues to proclaim the capacity
of human beings to know the truth
and to grow into genuine freedom
through their acceptance of that
truth. In this respect, the church is
the defender of the moral insight on
which your country was founded.
Your Catholic schools are widel
recognized as models for the
renewal of American elementary
and secondary education. Your
Catholic colleges and universities
can be leaders int eh renewal of
American higher education.

At a time when the relationship
between freedom and moral truth is
being debated on a host of issues at
every level of society and
government, Catholic scholars
have the resources to contribute to
an intellectual and moral renewal
of American culture. As you work
to strengthen Catholic education
and as you promote Catholic
intellectual life in all its
dimensions, may you enjoy the
protection of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, seat of wisdom. On the even
of the feast of Pentecost, I join you
in invoking the gifts of the Holy
Spirit upon the church in the United
States. With affection in the Lord, I
cordially impart my apostolic
blessing to you and to the priests,
religious and laity of your dioceses.

Relating Freedom and Moral Truth
(continued from Page 11)
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Sister Therese Horan Library and Media Center
Christ the King School Looks to the Millennium

by Janet Morton

Christ the King Catholic School
looks to the millennium with
excitement and anticipation for the
changes it will bring to the school’s
structure and curriculum. Our story
began when Father Baker inquired,
during his first School Board
meeting, if there was a wish list for
the future of Christ the King
School? 

One of the areas of greatest
need is to have a
media/library/technology center to
address the needs of our students,
the continuing updating of their
knowledge in these areas, and
allowing them to be competitive
with their peers from other schools
as they enter high school. Other
areas which need to be revised are:
the Early Childhood classrooms,
the establishment of an Art Room
and Science Lab which would be
accessible for grades 4-8, and
additional office space for a
language and “Writing Across the
Curriculum” teachers.

Upon Father Baker’s approval
to form a committee and meet with
the architect to do a feasible study,
the project was up and running. The
first 

step was to determine if the
classroom building, facing the
parking lot, was originally
constructed to hold a second story. 

For years, it was said Bishop
Larkin had built that building to
have a second story. It was now
time to find out if this was true.

After Bill Bishop, the architect,
examined the structure, he
confirmed that in order to have a
second story at a later date Bishop
Larkin had the foresight to build
the building to have a second story.
Not only could it take a second
story, but, it met today’s building
codes. With this information, we
proceeded to develop our plans to
the future.

The new second story building
will be for grades 3-5; the bottom
floor of the two back buildings,
facing the parking lot, would be for
Early Childhood classes (PreK-

Kindergarten). The grassy and
concrete areas, outside these

rooms, will be play areas for each
of the classes with outside access
from the classrooms. The
remaining rooms in these buildings
will be for grades 1and 2 and an Art
Room.

The first floor of the main
building will be gutted, extended,
and the media/library/technology
and administration office will
occupy this space. The Larkin
Room will be converted to a free
standing Science Lab. Having
received approval from the
Diocesan Building Committee and
Christ the King’s Financial
Committee, the teachers met with
Bill Bishop to give their input on

making the classrooms user
friendly.

As we approach the close of the
twentieth century, there is no more
fitting way to bring it to a close
than to dedicate the new
media/library/technology center to
our dear Sister Therese and call it
“The Sister Therese Horan
Library”. Sister Therese has
dedicated her life to God and to the
education of children. Among the
many legacies she has given her
students, two stand out. One, her
love of books, and the other, her
love of the Blessed Mother as she
taught each one the prayer, “Lovely
Lady”.

Expansion Plans for Christ the King School
by Karen Mathis

Christ the King Catholic School
plans to greet the new millennium
with the new Sister Therese Horan
Library and Media Center, a larger
school building and relocated
classrooms to focus on continued
educational quality.

The school intends to launch a
two-phase expansion in January for
targeted completion by mid-2000.
At the heart of the project is the
Sister Therese media center, which
will comprise much of the first
floor of the existing main
administrative, library and
classroom building.

“The primary objective in our
expansion is that our library will be
state-of-the-art and fully modern so
that our children would be fully
prepared to move to Bishop Kenny
and other high schools,” said Father
Robert Baker.

To create the center, the first
floor of the main building will be
gutted, extended and renovated to
produce a media, library and
technology center as well as to
include the administrative offices. 

Sister Therese, who arrived at
Christ the King in 1979, welcomes
the growth and modernization.

“I think it’s a great idea,” said
Sister Therese, who served as the
Christ the King School librarian for
nineteen (19) years. She said the
library needed to be expanded to
more fully serve the students. The
school now enrolls 660 students
from Kindergarten through the
eighth grade.

“They’ll love it,” said Sister
Therese. “Anything new like that,
they’ll love it.”

The two-phase project is
estimated to cost $1.67 million to

$1.78 million, based on current
projections. Father Baker said
parish stewardship and
contributions through Sunday
commitments primarily will cover
costs.

However, supporters who
would like to contribute to the
“Sister Therese Library and Media
Center Memorial Fund” can do so
through stewardship director Pat
Thomas.

“Sister Therese has been so
devoted to our library and school
and parish that we wanted to honor
her by making this a memorial to
her,” Father Baker said.

Father Baker, architect Bill
Bishop, Christ the King Catholic
School Principal Janet Morton and
Pat Thomas provided details about
the phases:

Phase one. The first phase of
the project features the addition of
a 7,000-square-foot second floor to
the existing one-story, 15,000-
square-foot building that houses
third, fourth and fifth-grade
classrooms.

Six classrooms will be added
on that second floor to
accommodate third, fourth and
fifth-grade classrooms. The first
floor will be renovated to house 10
classrooms for Pre-Kindergarten
through second-grade students.
Existing Pre-K classrooms in the
Kingdome building then will be
used by the Christ the King
Childcare Center.

Outside the first floor building,
facing the parking lot, the existing
grassy and concrete areas will be
converted into play areas for the
Pre-K and Kindergarten classes.
Each of those classrooms will have
outside access to those areas.

An Art Room also is designed
for the first floor.

Construction is expected to
begin in January 1999 and be
completed that summer in time for
the 1999-2000 school year. First
phase costs are estimated at
$850,000 to $900,000.

Phase 11. The second phase
will begin when the first phase is
completed and funding is assured.
Because of logistics, Phase1 must
be finished before Phase 11 can
start.

In Phase 11, the first floor of the
main building will be converted
into the Sister Therese Horan
Library and Media Center, and the
Larkin Room will be converted into
a Science Lab. The counselor’s
office also will be renovated.

The second floor will be
renovated and will accommodate
four classrooms for the sixth,
seventh and eighth grade students
and space for a language teacher.

Anchoring the second phase is
the media center. It will feature
expanded space for books; a large,
new computer lab; a computer-
research area of five to six stations;
a dedicated study area; a teacher
and library staff work area; an
audio-visual equipment storage
room; and a smaller study and
conference room that may include a
theological library.

The center also will house a
separate area for smaller children
featuring age-appropriate books
and space for story-time.

Pending support and estimated
timetables, Phase 11 could be
completed by the middle of 2000,
before the 2000-2001 school year.
Costs are projected at $820,000 to
$875,000.

In all, the two-phase project
will cover 28,000 square feet of
new and renovated space. 

The project also will require
temporary relocation for some
classes during construction,
although Father Baker said no
specific plans have been made.
“We are looking at a couple of
options,” he said, including the
possibility that portable classrooms
would be set up on campus.

“We have to accommodate to
that possibility,” he said. No
location has been decided for those
portables.

The expansion was sparked
when Father Baker asked for a
Christ the King “wish list” during
his first School Board meeting
September 1997. Topping that list
was a new media, library and
technology center for the students.

Other wishes included the Early
Childhood classrooms, the Art
Room and Science Lab and
additional office space for language
instruction.

Father Baker then appointed a
committee to meet with the
architect and determine the
project’s feasibility. Then, after
approval from the Diocesan
Building Committee and Christ the
King’s Financial Committee, the
teachers met with architect Bishop
to provide ideas for user-friendly
classrooms.

Upon completion of the first or
second phase, Father Baker said a
special ceremony will be scheduled
to honor Sister Therese and to
dedicate the expansion.

“We want to show our parish’s
full commitment to quality
Catholic education,” he said.  
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SISTER THERESE HORAN LIBRARY
AND MEDIA CENTER

PHASE I

PHASE II
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For Fathers Only!
by A Father (who’s a Dad)

The question that Jesus asks in
St. Luke’s Gospel is the most direct
question that Jesus ever asked the
Apostles: “Who do you say that I
am?”

Most of us do not like to have
such a direct question asked of us.
Direct questions usually ask very
personal things. That is why they
make us uncomfortable. “Who do
you say I am?” was not a question
about himself, but a very personal
question that was directed to each
Apostle.

Such a question today could be
embarrassing if we asked it of a
spouse, a relative, or a friend.
“Who do you say I am?” would be
phrased more like, “What do you
really think of me?” If the person
we asked was totally honest, we
might not like the answer!

On Father’s Day we honor all
fathers: biological fathers, adoptive
fathers, foster fathers, and step
fathers. In our Roman Catholic tra-
dition we also honor our priests,
who have given up the privilege of
becoming fathers of children of
their own, so that they could be
spiritual fathers for all of us. 

For those of us who answer to
the title ‘father’, whether biological
fathers, adoptive fathers, foster
fathers, step fathers, or father-the-
priest, it might be good to ask those
who call us ‘father’ the risky ques-
tion, “What do you really think of
me?” 

Who started this ‘father thing’?
Of course, God invented father-
hood. Fatherhood is one of the gifts
God has given us to help us under-
stand who He is. God revealed
Himself to our Jewish forefathers,
the prophets. And Jesus, Son of
God, verified for us that God is the

Father of all. Since Jesus was God,
He reminded us that “The Father
and I are One.” (John 10:30)

Fatherhood is unique gift from
God. It is not a gift that is forced on
us. No man has to become a father.
Fatherhood is freely chosen! And 

once chosen, fatherhood is a
man’s most noble work. A man
chooses freely biological father-
hood, adoptive fatherhood, foster
fatherhood, step fatherhood or the
spiritual fatherhood of being a
priest.

Once a man chooses any of
these forms of fatherhood, he
accepts the awesome responsibility
to watch over the child, to teach the
child, to guide the child and to pro-
tect the child from physical and
moral evil. 

God, our heavenly Father, gives
every father the courage to face the
forces of Satan, who never ceases
trying to destroy our child’s life.

God, our heavenly Father, gives
every father  the fortitude to speak
the truth when instructing and cor-
recting the child.

These are the responsibilities
that as a father we accept under the
Fourth Commandment. “Honor
your father and your mother” is a
commandment that does not apply
to the child alone. It applies to the
father and the mother. Before a
child can honor the parents, the par-
ents must be honorable. The par-
ents must accept the awesome
responsibility to watch over the
child, to teach the child, to guide
and protect the child from evil and
to love the child as much as they
love themselves.

Fatherhood demands that we
become good examples. Jesus, God
the Son, used graphic language
when He said, “...it would be better
for anyone who leads astray one of

these little one who believes in me,
to be drowned by millstone around
his neck, in the depths of the sea.”
(Matthew 18:6)

The responsibility of being a
father also demands that we as
fathers, insist that the child respect
both parents and every other mem-
ber of the family. The father and the
mother must support each other and
counsel with each other so that
there is unity in the way the child is
disciplined, nurtured and loved.
Parents are not in competition with
each other for the child’s affection,
loyalty, or cooperation.

Jesus, God the Son gave a pro-
found example showing that it
takes both parents to raise a child.
Recall that incident in the life of
Jesus as a boy of 12. It was when
Mary and Joseph left Jerusalem for
Nazareth, a long overnight journey.
It was a Jewish custom that when
traveling long journeys, the men
walked together in a group and the
women followed them. When they
made camp that night they discov-
ered that Jesus was not with them.
Each parent thought that Jesus was
with the other. When they realized
he wasn’t with either of them, they
returned to Jerusalem in search of
Him (Luke 2:41f)

Just imagine the embarrassment
of Joseph and Mary. Joseph was
picked by God to be the foster

father of Jesus and Mary was cho-
sen by God to be His biological
mother. Yet they lost Jesus! And to
make that embarrassment indelible,
the Scripture writer included it in
the Bible for every generation to
read down thru the ages.

It really does take both parents
to raise a child!

But today in our society, due to
circumstances beyond the control
of children, there are single parent
families, and extended families
with one or the other or neither par-
ent being the biological parent of
the children in the household.
These families need our special
prayers and help in overcoming the
difficulties that may exist in their
households.

God certainly gives a special
grace to those who take on the task
of parenting. And how much more
so, to those who take on  parenting
tasks in these difficult situations.

It is an accepted psychological
fact that disruptive home life for a
child can be more trauma for a
child that the death of a parent.

Each of us can become more
sensitive to situations where we
could be helpful. Our parish and
our Dioceses have special min-
istries that reach out to those who
are in need in the struggle to raise
innocent children. There is a single
parent family you can help!

St. Jude
Math-a-thon

by Joanne Wnuk

Each year Christ the King School
participates in the National St. Jude
Math-a-thon.  Ms. Susan Cooney
has organized this philanthropic
project for the past seven years and
has spearheaded a seven year
record high.  The Christ the King’s
1998 total is $7,840.54.  This
brings our contributions to
$43,717.46.  These contributions
have earned Christ the King a total
of four televisions and one VCR.

Top Pledges - Individuals
1st Place     Christopher Barretta 
2nd Place     Kelly Worthington   
3rd Place     Christi Logan           

Top Class
Miss Gigliotti’s Fourth Grade
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What is Life Teen?
It is a well-developed youth

program centered on the Eucharist.
Starting in Mesa, Arizona in 1985
by Father Dale Fushek and two
friends, it is now in over 450
parishes nationwide and this year
Life Teen went international for the
first time. The program consists of
Mass every week at 5:00 p.m. on
Sundays followed by Life Night.
Life Teen is open to all high school
teens. We encourage people of all
ages to join us in the Mass.

Life Teen is Spiritual.
Life Teen helps teens develop

individual relationships with God
as well as gives them the best
spiritual experience of all ... the
Mass. Providing teens and their
parents with a litergy geared
toward their spiritual needs is at the
heart of the Life Teen program.

Life Teen is Educational
Teens need to hear the truth!

Strictly in line with the theology of
the Roman Catholic Church, the
Life Teen program teaches through
creative Bible studies, discussion s
and personal experience.

Life Teen is Emotional
The atmospehere is open and

loving! Life Teen provides an
atmosphere where teens can
express their feelings and
experience the unconditional love
of Christ.

Life Teen is Social
Building community is another

important part of this teen ministry.
The Life Teen program helps teens
become part of a community where
everyone is invited to experience
the fullness and joy of God through
fun and exciting activities.

Life Teen is all about leading
Teens to Christ

The Life Teen Mass has upbeat,
contemporary liturgical music with
sermons directed at the teens. The
young people are the ushers,
lectors, greeters and Eucharistic

Ministers. While directed at the
youth of the parish, the entire
community is encouraged to come
together with the young people for
the sole purpose of giving thanks
and praise to God.

The Life Teen program offers
two educational nights, one issue
night and one social night each
month. Our first Life Night, as it is
called, will be on September 13 and
is “Friends I Can Count On.”

The Core Team will host the
Life Nights and the two Retreats
each year. The Core Team
commitment is for at least one year
and, hopefully, there will be at least
thirty Core Team members by the
end of the first year. Each Core
Team member must complete an
application and discernment form.
The application includes
background information,
references, and the discernment
form helps them to determine
whether this ministry is for them. 

They are then interviewed by a
three member team composed of
the Life Teen Coordinator , the
Parents for Life Coordinator and a
Youth Minister from one of the
partnership parishes. Nancy
Powers is the Coordinator of this
group (call 398-1961 for
information).

All Core Team Members are
fingerprinted and background
checks are done.

Parents for Life
While the youth are meeting for

Life Night, the Parents for Life
group will have their own meeting.
The Parents for Life group support
the youth in a variety of ways. They
ensure the snacks for Life Night
and food for the Retreats. They
decorate for the special events in
the Life Teen program. But the
most important thing they do is
support one another in raising teens
and praying for their kids. Jeanette
Ghioto is chairing this group and
may be reached at 725-7559.

To help initiate and facilitate
the Life Teen program, the Core
Team has a number of resources
available including:
- A comprehensive Life Teen

Training Program consisting
of manuals and videos.

- A Sample of Life Teen Semester
Schedules

- A National 1-800 number for
support

- Liturgy planning guides with
sample planning sheets

- Cassettes of Life Teen homilies
to be used as reference

- Life Night planning guides with
sample Life Nights

- Contact wit the other Life Teen
Coordinators around the
world

- A national Life Teen web page

by Jeanette Ghioto

Parents for Life Teen had their
first meeting on June 28th.  If you
missed this meeting, never fear,
there is still a chance to join in the
fun!  We are in the planning stages
of doing so much to support our
Life Teen Core group.

Upcoming Events:
-   August 9-Mass at Metropolitan

Park.  Families are to join for
the Mass and bring a picnic for
afterward.

- September 5-7 Labor Day
Weekend-Life Teen Kickoff
Retreat at Camp Immokalee.
Parents to pray, provide meals
and “Follow the Flame”
decorations for the weekend
event.

If you are looking for an
opportunity to make a difference in
our community with these kids,
please join us for our weekly
meeting on Sunday evenings in the
Shirley David Hall at 6:15 p.m.
Or, contact Jeanette Ghioto at 725-
7559 for more information.

Parents for Life Teen

Life Teen
Dates To Remember

August 9

September 5

September 6

September 13

Mass in Metropolitan Park

Retreat at Camp Immokolee

First Teen Life Mass at C. K.

First Life Night at C.K.

“Mass at Metropolitan
Park!”

The Life Mass may be
previewed on August 9 when Life
Teen hosts “Mass in Metropolitan
Park.” Mass will be celebrated at
5:00 p.m. by Fr. John Tetlow. Our
Fr. Thanh Nguyen and Fr. Ray
Carlo of Assumption are con-
celebrating. Mass will be followed
with a performance by Israel, one
of the country’s leading
contemporary Christian stars. This
Mass promises to expose
Jacksonville’s youth to the
excitement of Life Teen. Make
your plans now to attend and see
for yourself.
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My Life In
Christ the King Parish
by Fr. Sean

It all happened in the middle of
August last year when I called  my
Provincial, who is the superior of
the Irish Holy Ghost Fathers
congregation, and asked him if he
had any work available for me.  I
had just finished my sabbatical
where I spent a year and a half
studying for a masters degree in
Theology at Duquesne University
in Pittsburgh. 

I had taken a break from the
war that was going on in my
mission country in Sierra Leone in
West Africa, and I was due to return
there last September.   But the war
had taken a turn for the worst and,
as a result, it would be too
dangerous for me to return.  

It was then that my Provincial
asked me to come to Jacksonville
to replace Fr. Brian Carey who was
taking a sabbatical for a year.  His
original replacement had become
ill, and there was no one else
available.  I immediately accepted,
since I was free and I had nothing
to do up until that time.  The last
thing I wanted to do was to sit
around idly, twiddling my thumbs,
waiting for something else to turn
up.

Looking back over the last
seven months, I am very happy that
I accepted the opportunity to come
to Christ the King Parish.  During
my time here, I have been very
happy, and have found the parish to
be very welcoming.  In many ways,
it is the model of the ideal parish
that I have had in mind.  There are
many reasons why I  like this
parish.  The first one, which I think
is very important and essential for
priests of any parish, is the great
rapport that exists between the
priests themselves.  I’m very
grateful to Fr. Bob.  He made me
feel welcome and a part of the
parish team as soon as I arrived.
He listens to my opinions on
various issues involving the parish.
There is a great relationship
between myself, Fr. Thanh and Fr.
John, and all the other members of
the parish team as well. 

Since Fr. Carey left for his
sabbatical, I have taken over all his
work.  I’m  inspired by the three
ministries that I have been involved
in for the last several months.  
The first is the Bible reflection
study group that meets in the
rectory every Thursday morning.
This is a  group of very dedicated
parishioners who are interested in
learning more about the Scriptures,
and  the relevance that they  have in
their everyday lives. Some of their
insights are most enlightening.

The second ministry that I’m
involved in, is the Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, (CCD)
program.  It’s great to see so many
children who are going to public

schools coming to learn more about
their faith.  Many of them are
preparing for the sacraments. They
are brought to Christ the King by
their parents, who want  to make
sure that their children are taught to
understand their faith and the
sacraments in order that they will
be equipped properly as they grow
into adults.

The third ministry is the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) program.  This year we had
twenty-seven catechumens and
candidates who made inquiries
about entering the Catholic Church
and 21 joined the Catholic Church
at the Easter Vigil.

I was very impressed with this
group. They continue to search and
develop a deeper relationship with
God  within the Catholic Church.
All these beautiful people came
every week to listen to talks about
some aspect of our faith. They took
the time to listen, evaluate, reflect,
and, eventually, made a judgement
and commitment about following
God as a Catholic Christian.

I was also  impressed with the
dedication of the sponsors. They
volunteered to be mentors and
friends of the candidates and the
catechumens, and are there to give
support and encouragement
whenever the candidates might
have a problem or a difficulty with
some aspect of their faith.

The real driving force of the
RCIA program was the ten
committed team members, who are
there every week to help with the
various logistics of the program.
These dedicated team members
represented the parish, and were on
the “front line” in welcoming the
new candidates into the
membership of the Church.

I have learned a lot about the
parishioners of Christ the King;
and their high commitment to the
stewardship program. It really
reflects how the parishioners  have
come to know that they are the ones
who own the parish and that the
parish is there for them. The only
way it is going to work is for
everyone to be involved in
supporting as many of the various
activities and ministries as
possible. 

Catholics used to believe that
the church belonged to the priests.
But, priests are only ships that meet
in the night, and are there to be of
service to the people of the parish.  

I wish to thank everyone who
has  made me feel welcomed in the
parish; whether through a nice
word,  an invitation to dinner, or
even an invite to play a game of
golf.  It’s great to feel welcomed
and appreciated.  And for me, each
of these positive strokes are good
for building up my self-esteem and
is important for a healthy ministry.

AN INTERVIEW WITH...

FATHER SEAN

by Meredith Reno

Fr. Sean Lynskey sat across
from me in his office, a twinkle in
his eye.  As we sipped our cups of
coffee, we discussed a very
personal subject; his life.

As many of you know, Fr. Sean
came to us last August to take over
for Fr. Carey while he is on
sabbatical. What many of you may
not know is that Fr. Sean came here
from Sierra Leone in Africa, via
Pittsburgh.

He had given me a couple of his
personal video tapes to view before
our meeting. Hearing or reading
about missionary work can not
hold a candle to seeing it in action.
It was an awesome experience
watching these people, so different
in their culture, so similar in their
faith and spirituality: truly an
example of “..one holy catholic and
apostolic church.” Fr. Sean and his
fellow priests worked very hard,
and at times faced grave dangers.
After the war broke out in Sierra
Leone it wasn’t always safe to
travel, many people lost their lives,
and thousands were displaced. I
was especially touched when the
people of the Holy Trinity parish,
where Fr. Sean was located, gave
from their meager supplies of
clothing to those who were less
fortunate living in the displacement
camp nearby.

Fr. Sean grew up in Ireland, in
County Meath. He had five
siblings. His mother had been a
very significant person in his
young life, although she died when
he was only eight years old, and
with her passing there were some
major changes.

He said that he had always been
very independent, but with his
older sister taking over the
management of the household, he

eventually learned to curtail his
behavior.

I asked Fr. Sean if there had
been any one significant event that
lead him to realize his calling as a
priest.  He said that, “it grew on me
over a period of time.” He was
influenced by the Holy Ghost
brothers, who had a novitiate near
his home. Fr. Sean said that a book
entitled “Father Damian and the
Bells” was an influencing factor as
well. He was particularly interested
in becoming a missionary priest.

In 1959, Fr. Sean entered
Rockwell College in County
Tipperary, and began the long,
formal training that would
culminate in 1965 with his taking
the three vows of poverty, chastity
and obedience. He was ordained as
a Holy Ghost father on June 10,
1972.

In 1974, he was assigned to
Sierra Leone. He stayed in Sierra
Leone for twenty-one years, even
after succumbing to and recovering
from, hepatitis.

Fr. Sean took a sabbatical in
1995 and went to Duquesne
University in Pittsburgh, where he
earned a masters degree in Pastoral
Ministry. He had already received a
masters in Religious Education
from Fordham University in N. Y.,
and his Bachelors of Divinity from
Kimmage Manor Seminary in
Dublin.

Fr. Sean expects to stay with us
through Christmas, taking a
vacation during the month of
August. He will then go to
Australia to a parish appointment.

It was a very informative and
enjoyable couple hours that I spent
talking with Fr. Sean. His warmth,
faith, knowledge and candidness
add to the many blessings that we
enjoy here at Christ the King. 




