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Advent Reflections...
Coming, Coming, Coming!
By Fr. Brian Carey, C. S. Sp.
“Jesus is coming,” someone shouted, and the people of the
village dropped whatever they were doing, and went to meet
Him. The children ran and were first to get to Him. They
gathered around Him and He reached out to pat their heads. His
companions tried to get them away from Him, but He shushed
them. As the people gathered He spoke to them. His words
somehow comforted them and gave them a peaceful feeling.
His words and touch were also healing, as some blind and
crippled people discovered. He was someone a person wanted
to be around and not leave. They kept telling stories about Him.
But what He said was also challenging and incisive. This
angered and upset some who were complacent or haughty.
Some of these eventually had Him killed. In His death He was
lonely. Of all those who listened to Him only His mother, a few
women, and one man were there as He died amid the jeers and
taunts of His opponents.
Then the unbelievable happened. His followers claimed He
rose from the dead, and even appeared to them and some
others. In His resurrection He affected them as He had before.
They told this to others and they believed, and knew somehow
it was true. They were affected by Him. Some remembered He
had said, “One day I’ll return.” They wondered, “Would it be
soon?” They hoped it would be. However they were reminded
that He had said, “As for that day and hour, nobody knows it,
neither the angels of Heaven, nor the Son. No one but the
Father alone”. (Mt.24:35). And he also said “Stand ready,
because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.” (Lk.12:40).
In the meantime, the stories about Him continued and were
gradually written down. They were a “good spiel,” a good story
that came to be called “gospel.” People who hadn’t seen or
heard Him, even those who lived in far away countries, listened
to these stories and read them. They were touched like the
original hearers. They found them to be a life-giving work, just
as comforting, peaceful, incisive and challenging as in the
beginning. People gathered so they could remember together
and celebrate their new found life. The story of what had
happened in Jesus’ lifetime on earth has continued to be told
through the centuries until our time, and will continue through
the generations yet to come.

In our time these stories are retold in our Liturgy. We gather
to “Remember, Celebrate and Believe”. What Jesus did in the
past, He still continues to do for us. For us, too, those stories
are full of life-giving, peaceful, and challenging words. They
affect us as they did those in the past, and have a power for us
also.
The focus of the stories vary at different seasons of the year.
We call them the Liturgical Seasons. Our Liturgical Calendar is
different from the civil one, reminding us that we are in a
different dimension of Life in our memorial celebrations.
The Liturgical Season of Advent is the time between the
fourth Sunday before Christmas and that Feast. During this
period we are reminded of the original coming of Jesus, prepare
ourselves for the second coming, and attend to His continuous
coming to us in His Word, in His Sacraments, and in His
People.
continued on page 7
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From our Pastor
Father Robert J. Baker
Dear Parishioners and Friends of Christ the King Parish,

Teens take a time-out for a Kodak
moment at the Life Teen Retreat

Dear Christ the King Parishioners,
This is our third issue and we
are proud to say, thanks to those
who contribute their news, we are
still lookin’ good!
We are looking forward to all
the wonderful articles about school
and parish life during Advent,
Christmas, and New Year’s Day!
As you can see in this issue there
are several articles about our past,
present and our future plans. Your
story is important! Please submit
your story for our next issue.
Christ the King Courier’s
“Photo Story” reporter, Bill

Dougherty did his usual fantastic
job on the Metro Life-Teen Mass
and on page 15 is the article on
Israel, a contemporary Christian
artist who sang after the Mass at
Metropolitan Park.
Father Brian Carey, C.S.Sp.
wrote our lead story this quarter.
Advent is just around the corner
and his article will put us in a
“spiritual” frame of mind and help
us to prepare for Christ. Don’t miss
out...read.....
Coming, Coming, Coming!
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The mission of CHRIST THE KING COURIER is to provide our Christ The King
Family with information and news regarding our faith and parish ministries. The
goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the
ministries of our parish in the hope that people can use this information to bring you
closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two of
many of God's gifts, and through CHRIST THE KING COURIER, parishioners can
share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King Parish. Our desire is to
serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others
to spread the message of the Gospel of Christ the King.
As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the
reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as exemplifying the content and
character of this publication.
"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed
in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility, gentleness and patience. Bear
with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.
The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put
on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because
it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.
The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King
Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to refuse articles, poetry,
advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. The appearance of
advertising in these pages does not imply endorsement of businesses, services and
products. Readers must exercise prudence in responding to advertising in all media.
Political advertising not accepted. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials
submitted for publication.

I join all of you in welcoming
our Third Edition of Christ the
King Courier, a quarterly effort to
share the news of parish life at
Christ the King Parish.
In addition to all the wonderful
articles and ministries in our parish,
there are articles describing some
of Christ the King’s great history
from the time of the parish’s first
days under the pastorate of Bishop
Larkin, who, incidentally has
himself agreed to write an article
for a future issue on the beginnings
of Christ the King parish (see
articles on pages 4 and 7.)
We also are presenting an
update on our construction efforts
on Christ the King School in honor
of Sister Therese Horan, slated to
begin in January (see page 5).
Please continue your great spirit of
generosity to help us begin Phase II
of this project on the tail end of
Phase I so this much needed effort
will be quickly completed.
We are also happy to view the
new painting of the “Baptism of
Jesus by John the Baptist,”
depicted by parishioner-artist Gary
Pristupa, which is proudly
displayed in the Gathering Area of
Christ the King Parish. This
painting will eventually hang
behind an immersion Baptistry, to
be constructed in the Gathering
Area shortly, thanks to the kindness
of the Fritch family and other
generous parishioners.

Finally I join all of you in
looking forward to the great Season
of Advent that will be with us
shortly. Father Carey’s opening
article (front page) invites us to a
spirit of prayerful anticipation and
hope as we journey as parish and
church on the road to discovery of
the presence of Christ in our midst,
not only at Christmastime, but
everyday of the year.
A Blessed, happy, and holy
Season of Advent to all who come
to this special parish of Christ the
King! May you always find Christ
among us and show His presence
with all the people you are called to
serve!
Sincerely yours in Christ, the
King,
Fr. Bob Baker

Congratulations and Thank you
September 29, 1998
Dear Parishioners,

The Parish Council strongly
encourages you to visit the
different ministry informational
tables set up at our Annual Time
and Talent fair in November of this
year. The rewards of giving your
time to assist the work of the
Church on earth will certainly add
to the rewards we will receive
when God calls us to heaven.
Christ identified with each and
every person in such a beautiful
and gentle way for He said,
“whatever you do to one another,
you do to me”.
Prayer,
partnership
and
cooperation by our ministries and
Pastoral Team will continue to
make our parish successful in
attaining our ultimate goal of
eternal life with our God and
Savior, in Heaven.

I would like to start this letter
by giving Congratulations and to
say THANK YOU to the staff of
the Christ the King Courier. This
quarterly publication is of immense
value to our Faith Community as a
vehicle for ministry news and
parish happenings.
Our Parish Council has
resumed meeting after being off for
the summer. Christ the King is
certainly blessed with the wide
variety of ministries available to
our parishioners. It is a true
commitment of Time and Talent
when we are able to meet with all
the ministries at the Parish Council
meeting for the benefit of our
parish. The ministries are a very
valuable tool to assist the Pastoral Sincerely yours,
Team in the work of the parish,
while enriching the total faith
community at Christ the King. Any Mike Mackin
parishioner is welcome to attend Parish Council President
our meetings held the first Monday
of every month at 5:30 p.m. in the
rectory.
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Baptisms
We Would like to announce the following people who were recently
baptized into the Catholic Church.
Stephen David Keller
Anthony James Waldrop
Ryan Edward Partain
Kyle Eugene Partain
Charles Daniel Wendel
Justin Taylor Weldel
Hannah Noelle Valenti
Ethan Thomas Haynie
Taylor Sierra Bliss
ThyThy Anna Bui
Nadia Siide Robinson
Riel Sofia Abigail Felice
Mathew Elias Johnson
Madison Marie Shaw
David Andrew Lackie II

Aug. 2
Aug. 9
Aug. 9
Aug. 9
Aug. 15
Aug. 15
Aug. 16
Aug. 16
Aug. 16
Aug. 16
Aug. 16
Aug. 23
Aug. 30
Aug. 30
Aug. 30

Kaitlin Rose Stokes
Aug. 30
Michael Joseph O’Connell
July 12
Aleczandria Luke
April 11
Lan Thuy Phan
April 11
Gabrielle Alexys Watkins
Sep 6
Victoria Solange Watkins
Sep 6
Gabriel J. Hamid
Sep 5
James Anthony Carlone
Sep 13
Nathan James Mariano Dizon Sep 13
Rosalyn Davis
Sep 13
Wesley Holmes Oliver
Sep 13
Sydney Kate Williams
Sep 20
Megan Parker Shroeder
Sep 26
Ryan Andrew Moore, Jr.
Oct. 3
Ashley Christine Moore
Oct. 3

Welcome
We woud like to welcome the following individuals and families to
Christ the King Community.
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Adams
The Ann Alder Family
The Raymond Arcangel III Family
The Cassandra Armstrong Family
The Don Barbray Family
The Troy Barras Family
The Laura Biskner Family
The Julie Branham Family
Mr. & Mrs. Ramon Capule
The. Hugo Chuiboga Family
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Davis
Mr. Ronald DeGrave
The Roberto Diaz Family
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Dionisio III
The Kristie Douglas Family
The Roger Felice Family
The Michael Figueroa Family
The Scott Frye Family
The Dino Gallegos Family
Mr. Rene Garcia
Mr. & Mrs. William Glover
The Christopher James Family
The Faustino Juan Jr. Family
The Lovis Karnbach Family
Ms. Peggy Kirkpatrick
Mr. William Lantier
The Glorinette Livelsberger Family
The Joseph Luongttien Family
The Rachad Mahfouz Family
The Denise Marcano Family

The Rafael Marrero/Lopez Family
Mr. & Mrs. Robert McGill
Ms. Catherine R. Merrique
The James Monahan Family
The John Naumann Family
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Obst
Mr. & Mrs. Antonio Orta
The Rafael Parco Family
Ms. Helen Peabody
The George Pruitt Family
The Huynh Quang Family
The Edgardo Ramirez Family
Ms. Millie Ramos
The James Schmitt Family
The Bill Schroeder Family
The Scott Shaw Family
The John Steffens Family
The Marcus Stevens Family
The Thronesbery-Totten Family
Ms. Natalie Tibay
Ms. Katherine Vallencourt
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Varner
The Vivienne Velilla Family
The George Vermilyea Family
The Julian Villaton Family
The Mary Weldon Family
Ms. Juanita Williams
The Michael Winter Family
Ms. Mary Woods

EMERGENCY PREGNANCY SERVICES
OF JACKSONVILLE, INC.
September 11, 1998
Dear Father Baker,
Thank you for your most
generous donation of $500 to
Emergency Pregnancy Services,
we are overwhelmed by the
tremendous response to our plea
for funds.
Our mission of helping young
mothers to choose life for their
babies is so very important to us,
and it is with the help of churches
and individuals like you that enable
us to continue with this mission.

In addition to your response,
we have also been blessed with
donations from the parishioners of
Christ the King, and volunteers to
our Mother to Mother Mentor
program. Please extend our thanks
and gratitude to the people of
Christ the King in your bulletin for
their wonderful generosity of their
time, talent, and treasure for which
they are so famous.
Yours in Christ,
Gloria Stelma
Coordinator of Social Services
Emergency Pregnancy Services

Mary Baer to Host
Silent Auction

Deaths
The following people are recently deceased memebers of our parish for
whom we offer our special prayers.
Doloresa Saladino
Julie Mae Tansy
Marie Barton
Alice Nieuwkerk
Carroll Fordham

June 13
June 19
July 21
July 29
July 31

Kate Ashley Alvague
Janet Wiegel
George Callahen
Louise Royall Howarth

Aug. 4
Aug. 17
Aug. 27
Aug. 27

Marriages
We would like to acknowledge the following parishioners who were
recently united into the Sacrament of Marriage.
Thanh Vant Lam and Tam Van
Nguyen on June 21

Renee Coulombe and Rodolfo
Zamora on August 15

Tham Kim Thi Le and Long Dinh
Van on July 4

Tram Thi Bui and Duongh Khong on
August 15

Stacy Michelle Sapitan and Christian
Richard Hildreth on August 1

Victoria K. Vigil and David T.
Stewart on August 15

Nancy Leigh Barker and Jose Luis
Rodriguez on August 8
Possan Tan and Ho Quang Phan on
August 8
Caren Sue Childers and David
Wendel on August 15

Jinah Angeles Jimenez and Darren
Christopher Rordam on September 12
Elizabeth Delvin Griffin and Scott A.
Ballant on September 19

by Dottie Klein
The L’Arche Harbor House
Auxiliary is getting ready for
another successful silent auction to
be held at Christ the King’s Parish
Center. Hosted by Mary Baer of
WJXT Channel 4, the auction will
be held on Saturday, November 14,
1998 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
(Bidding will end at 8:30 p.m.)
This year’s theme “L’Arche
Holiday Celebration” reflects the
evening’s festivities and its
beneficiary—for the evening will
be full of celebrating holiday cheer
while contributing to the mission of
L’Arche Harbor house: its life time
covenant to men and women with
disabilities.

This annual event is known for
its unique creative gift baskets and
unusual, one-of-a-kind items that
are presented for silent auction
bids. It’s fun and exciting!
In addition to all that is for
auction, there are special craft
items for sale, as well as handmade
items made by the participants of
the L’Arche Harbor House
Rainbow Studio.
The $5.00
entrance covers a glittering and
delicious array of foods and drink
provided by European Street Cafe.
Please call Harbor House at
744-4435 for more information;
auction items and volunteers are
appreciated.
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In the Beginning...
Gems of His Crown

by Mary Ann Sullivan
Christ the King Catholic
Church is blessed to have many
individuals and families who are
“jewels” to our community. The
expression of love and service
abounds throughout the Christ the
King Family. It is with this in mind
that the Courier would like to take a
look at some of those “gems” . . .
Eleanor Conlin and the Conlin
Family have been an integral part
of Christ the King, and its history.
Eleanor Dick and Pete Conlin were
both raised in the outskirts of New
York City. In fact, Eleanor and Pete
attended the same high school, but
did not meet until after they left
school. They met, fell in love and
were married on May 15, 1942.
Pete worked with the RCA
Company in the New York area. It
was not long after that the children
started enriching their lives.
Patricia, Peter and Dennis were
born while the Conlins still resided
in the Long Island area.
In 1952 the Conlin family was
transferred with the RCA Company
to Jacksonville. At that time they
belonged to St. Paul’s in Riverside.
In 1954 the family moved to the
Arlington area, where the parish we
now know as Christ the King was
started by Fr. Thomas Larkin. Mass
was held in a Quonset hut, and then
later in the gym on the grounds of
Jacksonville University. Eleanor
still remembers the first Christmas
Mass. The gym was decorated with
an artificial poinsettia, and heated
with a pot belly stove. Parishioners
sat on the bleachers that the Guild
dusted every Saturday. Fresh
flowers were placed on the portable
altar. There was even a time that
Mass was said on ice because J.U.
had an Ice Show using the
gymnasium.

In 1955 Christ the King moved
to its present property. The building
that is now the main school
building was a combination church
and school for grades one through
four. The main floor was the
church, and eventually classrooms
surrounded the altar. Daily Mass
was said in St. Mary’s Home
(which is now Harbor House).
During this time Eleanor and Pete
became more and more involved
with their “church family.” The
founding members became more
like a family. Things needed to get
done, so they depended on one
another to do them. Eleanor worked
on many bazaars with the Women’s
Guilds and other organizations. The
Provisional Church was built
(today the cafeteria). The Conlins
worked with the Guild and the
Holy Name men in taking a census.
It was a lot of work. They enjoyed
the friendships that were built, and
they had fun! Pete was also the first
secretary for the Parish Council,
which started in 1966.
Pete and Eleanor worked with
the Altar Boys. At that time, Latin
had to be learned by the altar boys
for Mass. Latin records were used
to instruct them. Eleanor would
wash and iron all the surplices and
cassocks. At the time Eleanor did
not drive, so in order to be able to
instruct the altar boys she would
ride on the handlebars of her 10year-old son’s bike to the church.
Eleanor and a group of women
would cook breakfast quarterly for
the Holy Name Society (Pete was
President of Holy Name for a time).
She would get up early on these
Sunday mornings and take a cab to
the Club House - where the
Kingdome is now - to start the
ovens at 6:30 a.m. The donated
pizza oven was a huge gas oven,
and Eleanor was sure that she

would blow up along with the Club
House whenever she used it.
In 1957 CYO (Catholic Youth
Organization) was started and as
parents of two at Bishop Kenny, the
Conlins became very active with
the group. (By now the Conlin
family had grown to five children
with the birth of Kevin and Michael
in Jacksonville). Eleanor and Pete
would cook breakfast for the Youth
group, as well as organize dances.
Eleanor remembers those days as
very happy days at C.K. By this
time the grade school had grown to
eight grades and it even had a
library.
Eleanor volunteered quite a bit
at Christ the King School. She
would ride the school bus (CK had
a school bus) from her Arlington
Manor home with her portable
typewriter, to help with different
duties that needed to be done. Then
after the day ended, she would ride
the bus back home.
In 1968, Monsignor John
Lenihan, approached Eleanor with
the idea of becoming the parish
secretary. (Eleanor had not worked
since New York, where she had
been employed by W.T. Grant, and
also at a bank as a bookkeeper). It
turned out to be a big thrill for her.
Eleanor
thoroughly
enjoyed
working and making friends with
so many wonderful priests who
came through the parish doors.
She continued her work as
parish secretary even after
Monsignor Lenihan left to go to
San Jose Catholic Church and
Monsignor Danaher came to Christ
the King in June of 1977. As
secretary, Eleanor had the job of
making up the cover of the bulletin.
This was before the time of
computers and printers, so cutting
the stencil was quite a job.
Monsignor also wanted a different

colored bulletin each week and
would ask her from the pulpit,
“Eleanor, what color is the bulletin
this week?”
Eleanor continued as secretary,
working with the parishioners of
the parish that had become a great
part of her life. Under the direction
of Msgr. Danaher, the present
church was constructed in 1980. At
the dedication Eleanor was honored
to carry in the New Ciborium. She
walked down the church aisle with
Don Woods who carried the
Monstrance that he designed with
jewelry donated by Christ the King
Parishioners.
In 1980 Eleanor retired from
the parish payroll. Eleanor and Pete
enjoyed their time occasionally by
taking in a round of golf. But she
continued to work as a volunteer
two or three days a week.
Then tragedy hit. Pete was
diagnosed with a brain tumor.
During that difficult time Eleanor
stopped volunteering and spent all
of her time caring for Pete and
seeing to his every need. Eleanor
learned how to drive so she could
get Pete to his doctors’
appointments. Pete died in May of
1986. Not long after Pete’s death,
Eleanor returned to her second
home, Christ the King, where she
found consolation in working with
the priests of the parish
Today, Eleanor lives with her
daughter, Patricia in the Arlington
area off of Cesery. Her son Michael
and his wife also live here in
Jacksonville with their two
children. Although the rest of her
family live outside the city, they
aren’t very far away. Her son, Peter
lives in Cummings, GA.- and he
and his wife have two children.
Dennis and his wife have four
children and live in Lilburn, GA.
and Kevin and his wife live in
Gainesville and have two children.
Eleanor continues her work in
the rectory where she pays the bills,
and still works several days a week.
She helps the staff in any way she
can, and she has a mind sharper
then a tack!
Eleanor Conlin - she doesn’t
ride on her son’s handlebars
anymore - she doesn’t travel with
her typewriter on a school bus
anymore - she doesn’t even have to
light the gas pizza oven at 6:30 a.m.
anymore. She has touched so many
people’s lives, and she probably
doesn’t even realize it. We would
like her to know how we have been
touched by her very presence
among us.
Eleanor, you say you have the
oldest key to the church. You really
have the key to our hearts...you are
a true gem in the family’s jewels.
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Sister Therese Horan Library & Media
Center Update
by Karen Mathis
Parishioners and students will
start to see signs of the new Sister
Therese Horan Library and Media
Center at Christ the King Catholic
School in early December when
portable classrooms are set up on
the school playground.
Those six portables will house
the six classrooms now on the
ground floor of the first school
building that will be remodeled and
expanded as the first phase of a
two-phase renovation.
“We’re full speed ahead,” said
Father Bob Baker.
After that construction is
completed, the second phase of the
project will create the media center
in the main school building and an
updated campus. The overall goal
is to enhance the parish’s
commitment to educational quality.
If work and funding remain on
target, the two-phase project will be
completed by mid-2000, in time for
the 2000 - 2001 school year.
The heart of the project will be
the media center, which will be
named for Sister Therese Horan.
Sister Therese arrived at Christ the
King in 1979, served as Christ the
King School Librarian for 19 years
and continues as a beloved
influence on students and
parishioners.
Bids for the first-phase
construction are expected by midOctober. Father Baker said Christ
the King parishioners skilled in
electrical, plumbing and other
trades will be given the opportunity
to participate in the project.
Christ the King Catholic School
Principal Janet Morton said the
portable classrooms will be set up
around December 1 in the
playground area. That will allow
classrooms to be moved during
winter break, in anticipation of a
construction start date the first
week of January.

Media Center............................
Media Offices...........................
Theological Library..................
Computer Lab..........................
Science Lab..............................
Counselors Office....................
Teachers’ Offices......................
Fifteen Classrooms (Each).......
Art Room.................................
Spanish Teachers’ Office..........
Elevator....................................
Life Teen Office.......................
Saints’ Francis & Clare Shrine.

Father Baker
intends to
celebrate the start of construction
with a parish groundbreaking
ceremony “as close to Jan. 1 as
possible.” The first-phase should be
completed in nine months, by the
start of the 1999 - 2000 school year.
Mrs. Morton said that one firstgrade class, both second-grade
classes, both third-grade classes
and one fourth-grade class will
move to the portables before
Christmas vacation. Playground
use will not be affected by the
construction.
The first phase will remodel the
ground floor and add a second floor
to the existing one story building.
Upon completion, that building
will house 15 classrooms among
the two floors. The first floor will
accommodate two pre-kindergarten
rooms, three kindergarten rooms,

..................................................$600,000
......................................................50,000
......................................................50,000
....................................................100,000
......................................................30,000
......................................................30,000
......................................................30,000
......................................................50,000
......................................................60,000
......................................................30,000
......................................................50,000
......................................................60,000
......................................................40,000

and two rooms each for first and
second grades.
The new second floor will
provide six classrooms comprising
two rooms each for third, fourth
and fifth grades.
Existing
pre-kindergarten
classrooms in the Kingdome will
be used by the Christ the King
Child Care Center.
Pending completion of the first
phase and adequate funding, the
second phase of the project will
begin in September 1999. Classes
in the main building will move to
the portables, and the two floors
will be remodeled.
The second floor will be
renovated for classroom use. The
first floor will be remodeled to
accommodate
administrative
offices, a science laboratory,
counseling offices, the clinic and
the Sister Therese Horan Library
and Media Center.
That center is designed to
comprise a computer laboratory,
book stacks, a study area, a story
center for youngsters and a
theological library for the parish.
“Our idea is to expand our
library facility so it’s state-of-theart,” Father Baker said.

The center will be designed to
appeal to all parishioners, he said.
“Everybody in the parish will
benefit with this project,” said
Christ the King Stewardship
Director Pat Thomas.
The two-phase project is
estimated at $1.67 million,
comprising $850,000 for the first
phase and between $820,000 and
$875,000 for the second.
Father Baker said the parish
intended to avoid incurring debt for
the project by using internal funds
generated through tithing and other
means.
Some possibilities include new
or
increased
stewardship
commitments from parishioners, as
well as donations.
Father Baker and Pat Thomas
also want parishioners to know
about
another
opportunity.
Parishioners could memorialize
deceased loved ones or honor
living friends and families through
donations to the Sister Therese
Horan Library and Media Center.
“This is in gratitude to Sister
Therese for her more than 20 years
of service to Christ the King. She’s
excited about the project,” Father
Baker said.
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Profile

MR. KIM DO

Mr. Kim Do at work and at prayer
by Judy E. Koziolek
Last week I contacted Lon
Snelgrove to ask her if she would
help me get an interview from Mr.
Kim Do as he doesn’t speak
English, and I needed an interpreter
as I don’t speak Vietnamese. Mr.
Do is one of our maintenance men
and a man dearly loved here at
Christ the King. She said, “Yes! Of
course! I would be happy to.” As
well as being the maintenance
person here, Mr. Kim Do is also her
father and she is very proud of him.
Mr. Do, Lon and I sat together
in the conference room. I explained
that I wanted to write about him in
the Christ the King Courier. He
smiled and shook his head
affirmatively.
Lon paved the way in 1973
when she was able to come to the
United States with her new
husband, Alvin Snelgrove. Lon
welcomed her father and family in
July, 1975; just two years later.
Kim and his family had managed to
escape from Vietnam when North
Vietnam took over South Vietnam.
As a young man, Kim went to
school and lived with his parents on
a farm. His schooling was short
lived. After seven years of Chinese
school, he quit to help his father on
the family farm. At the age of
twenty,
(1947)
Kim
took
responsibility of
his family
(mother, two sisters and two

brothers) and the farm because his
father had died of pneumonia.
It was another sad day in his life
when he had to leave his mother
behind in North Vietnam because
of the war. They made him a soldier
in the army and Kim had to move to
South Vietnam. That was in 1953.
He learned just six years ago
(1992) that his mother had died.
Kim never saw his mother alive
again.
In 1975 he escaped with his
wife, father-in-law, and his five
children. All his brothers and sisters
are still living in Vietnam. Kim
prays that one day they will be
reunited...here in America...if only
for a visit. Right now, it’s enough
that they keep in touch by mail.
When the Do Family landed
here in the United States, they had
no job and no place to live. The Do
Family
started
attending
Assumption Church here in
Jacksonville. Kim went to church
every day. He asked Father Jordan
for work. Father Jordan had seen
how faithful Kim was to the Lord.
He gave Kim a job.
Lon knew that she needed to
help her family get a place to live.
So Lon went to the Diocese, which
was located in downtown
Jacksonville at the time, to see
about assistance on their behalf.
This was how Mr. Do and his
family became acquainted with
Christ the King.
Monsignor Lenihan, then
Pastor of Christ the King, learned

of their needs. He went to see them
and brought them all back with
him. Once here, he gave them a
home and gave Kim a job as
maintenance man at the Church.
Kim said, “When I found out
Monsignor Lenihan was going to
help me, I felt like Jesus had
opened His arms and rescued us
from a sinking ship.”
Kim’s loyalty to God and to
Christ the King has been evident
ever since in his devotion to work
and to the Church. He speaks
highly of everyone connected with
Christ the King. He wants them to
know how much he cares about
them all. Because he was afraid of
leaving a name out, (there are so
many who helped down through
the years,) Kim wouldn’t name
many people other than the pastors.
The ladies from the guild took
care of them. They helped them
with food and clothing. They took
on the task of teaching them how to
work, live and shop in America.
They made sure the children got
into school and that all the
legalities were taken care of so they
wouldn’t need to return to Vietnam.
America became their home. Kim,
Lon and their family are especially
grateful to these people who helped
them in the early days and those
who continue to be their friends to
this day.
Kim wants to thank the
principal and the teachers. Because
of their devotion to their job and
their help to his children he says,
“my children know a better life.”
He wants the children at Christ
the King (today and all the years
past) to know that he loves them
and thanks them for their love, help
and support. It gave him strength to
do more to make Christ the King
School look the best it could. And
that is what Kim does all day when
he isn’t paying devotion to God.
A typical day for him is to get
up early in the morning and thank
God that he is able to do his job. He
makes sure that the Church is open
and helps with daily Masses. He
opens the school and makes sure
the children get in safely. He
worries about everyone he knows.
If he doesn’t see them, Kim doesn’t
stop worrying until someone tells
him they are O.K.
He checks the grounds, sweeps
the sidewalks, and picks up the
trash. He mows the lawns and trims
the shrubs. Kim is always on the
move.
His love for others is not onesided. The children love Kim too

and think of him as a “hero”. They
see him working hard, and they
notice his holiness (always in
Church and praying). They admire
his simple way of living and his
giving nature. One parishioner
noted that “Kim has such a love of
sharing, whether it be a pack of
crackers to a child, the simple
gesture of helping someone close
their car door, or sharing his faith.”
When I asked him what his
favorite job was, he answered that
he really took great pleasure in
helping paint the church. About ten
years ago he helped to paint the
outside of the church. Then two
years ago, he climbed the
scaffolding that was set up inside
the church and painted above the
altar. He was quite proud of this
accomplishment.
But Kim’s most important job
is serving God by helping the
priests during Mass and saying the
Rosary. He hopes the priests and
people are not offended by his
enthusiasm, but this is his way of
showing all the love he feels for
them and God in his heart.
Communication is probably the
most difficult for Kim, but he
manages to share his joy in special
jobs and love of life with others
without verbal communication.
He has many fond and some
sad memories here at Christ the
King. Kim shared some of them
with me such as Monsignor asking
him to tighten his belt to build a
new church and school; the day he
found out that Khanh was in a
serious car accident; and the day he
became a citizen of the United
States of America.
He said that there was one story
he likes to tell about Monsignor
Danaher.
One
day,
when
Monsignor first came to Christ the
King, he came up to Kim. By hand
gestures he said Kim needed to
tighten his belt, that everyone
needed to tighten their belts so they
could give more to help us have the
church and school we have today
for all of us to enjoy. And Kim did
that with a happy heart. This was
his home and Christ the King
parishioners were his family.
Kim wants to thank the people
who walked with him through the
terrible ordeal when his son Khanh
was in an automobile accident.
Sister Therese and Sister Enda had
him come into the convent and
gently told him that Khanh was
badly hurt. Monsignor, the kind
continued on page 23
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A Priest
- A Friend
Father John Sheppard
By Ray Walker
The town of Clough Jordon in
County
Tipperary,
Ireland,
introduced a baby boy to the world
in 1914 who was to become one of
my best friends some 60 years
later–it was John (Jack) Sheppard.
Little is known locally about his
early days except that he professed
his vows in the seminary in 1933
and was ordained a member of the
Holy Ghost Fathers (C.S.Sp.) in
1939.
This congregation, founded in
1703 to prepare missionaries for
the most abandoned souls, sent its
cleric to Nigeria, Africa, which, in
those days well qualified for the
designation
“abandoned”.
Although he was not a man to talk
about hardships or problems, he did
share with me one time how he
used to commute between the
outlying areas he served on an old,
beat-up motorcycle. The narrow,
rugged trails were such that there
was no way you could drive a car
along them even if money was
available for that kind of
transportation. I often thought
Father Jack took a certain pride in
his adventures on the motorcycle –
a real, honest-to-goodness circuit
rider, just like his counterparts who
did it on horseback in the early days
of America.
continued from page 1

After almost 20 years at his
post, his health had degenerated
from the malaria he had contracted
earlier to the point that he had to be
recalled to his native Ireland. By
1900 diseases like yellow fever and
malaria, both transmitted to
humans ironically by the low
mosquito, had killed over 700 Holy
Ghost Fathers which Father Jack
had to have known when he
volunteered for this hazardous
assignment. That’s the type of
special person he was.
Invited by Msgr. John Lenihan,
my friend entered the life of Christ
the King Church in January, 1969,
and his whole life changed; he
wasn’t in Ireland, but he was
home–he loved the people and they
loved him. His lilting Irish tenor
voice was enjoyed by all. He was
also the only priest I have ever
known in 75 years who could
deliver a complete, educational and
entertaining sermon in 10 minutes
(or less).
Reflecting on the times he and I
enjoyed together is always a happy
experience. We both loved raw
oysters and went as often as we
could to Calico Jack’s, which used
to be close to Christ the King
Church
on
the
Arlington
Expressway but is gone now.

Advent Reflectio
ing Coming Coming!
ns...

Com

,

Remembering His Second
Coming helps me prepare to meet
Him when He comes in glory with
His angels. At this point He will
come “with salvation for his
people.” Thinking of the Lord
coming to “gather His people into
His kingdom” gives me hope and
expectation. It moves me to clean
up my act so I can be ready to meet
my Lord with joy. I surely look
forward to being saved for eternity.
Not only that, I want to be aware of
His saving presence in my life right
now.
In Advent another “coming”
happens. Those who are thinking of
joining our Church are officially
and formally received into the
“Order of Catechumens”. This is a
ceremony in which they make a
commitment to prayerfully learn
about and reflect on the life of
Jesus, and to seek to follow him as
their Lord and Savior through

,

becoming members of the Catholic
Church. As a sign of their
commitment, they will be given a
Cross to wear. As Catechumens
they acquire initial membership in
the Church, with a right to
blessings of members, and joining
its societies. Later, hopefully, they
will become full members and be
admitted to the Sacraments.
We are honored to be blessed
with their companionship on our
Faith Journey, so we welcome them
into all the aspects of our
Community which are open to
them. We offer them our prayerful
support
and
encouragement
through the coming months, and
look forward to their celebration of
the Sacrament of Initiation at
Easter. May the Lord be with them
on the way, and inspire the RCIA
Team and their sponsors. If any of
you would like to sponsor a
Candidate, please get in touch with
Lyle Stewart at 721-2849 or me.

Neither of us at the time had any
idea they could make you seriously
ill, but, since we could not imagine
oysters without good, cold beer,
whatever evil microbes were
present were probably anesthetized
by the time they reached our
stomachs.
Following my divorce in 1972,
I was outside the communion of the
Church for a number of years. I
remember visiting Father Jack in
the hospital after he had lost the
ability to speak because of cancer.
I told him I thought it was time I
went to confession and returned to
the sacraments, and that I would do
so as soon as he got well. He bolted
up in bed and grunted something
that sounded like “NOW” and now
it was. I had to find a piece of
paper for him to write down my
penance. I told him I did not think
written penances were valid and we
both laughed. In his almost illegible
handwriting, however, he assured
me they were.
The night before he died, on
January 22, 1987, I spent a half
hour with him in the little room off
the kitchen of the rectory of Christ
the King Church which had been
made into a bedroom for him. He
was in a coma, but I prayed the

rosary audibly, hoping he would
hear me.
The next morning the secretary
called to say that Father Jack had
died, and that Msgr. Danaher would
like for me to be a pall bearer at the
Mass celebrated there before he
returned home to Ireland. At the
Mass, I wept, but it was for joy
because I felt I had never been
more honored than to be asked to
carry my priest-friend’s casket.
The next day, Msgr. Danaher
and Father Seamus O’Flynn, who
was an assistant there at the time,
accompanied the body back to
Clough Jordon, Ireland, where
Father Jack was laid to rest
“beneath the green, green grass of
home.”
In his memory, Christ the King
Parish has a tree-shaded area close
to the church where he used to
walk, recite the rosary and pray his
breviary. Now, the children can eat
their lunch in a picnic-table
setting–he would have loved it.
Father Jack Sheppard is gone
but not forgotten. I am looking
forward to the day when he and I
will be able to enjoy oysters and
beer again in a far happier place.
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MOMS
Core Team Retreat
by Trina Steffan

Single and Single Again members enjoy a lunch gathering at a
St. Augustine restaurant

The Core Team held its first
retreat in the House of Prayer on
September 19th. This was a
wonderful opportunity for us to
share
ideas
and
thoughts
concerning our spiritual growth.
Donna supplied a motivating and
thought
provoking
subject,
“Attitudes in Prayer”. Team
members were asked, “What
qualities should mark our attitudes
as we converse with our Creator?”
Some of the responses were...
“My attitude of prayer is such a
priority for me to accomplish
God’s work through MOMS.”...
“In the silence, and by
listening, I hear what He wants me

to know; no matter how I come to
Him.”...
“Love
one
another
in
persistence.”...
“I feel two of the qualities I
could exhibit are patience and
silence. Silence so I can hear what
He has to say to me. AND truly
‘Letting go and Letting God’ is
having complete faith He will take
care of things in His time, not mine
(which exhibits patience).”...
“These are the measures that
test my relationship with God. Do I
get mired in the problem or do I
face the problem with the
confidence, security and peace of
the Lord?” ...and that brings us to
our next retreat, “Obstacles in
Prayer.” The core team plans to
have this retreat after the new year.

MOMS
Core Team
by Trina Steffan
Our new Core Team for the
1998-99 Ministry of Mothers
Sharing (MOMS) was installed by
Father Baker on August 30th at the
8:30AM Mass. His words of
support and appreciation extended
not only to MOMS, but to anyone
involved in the parenting and
spiritual education of our children.
Our new Core Team members are:
Members of the Christ the King Single and Single Again Ministry
gather in the St. Augustine Cathedral gardens after Mass.

The last 3 months have been a
busy time for Christ the King’s
Single and Single Again Support
and Social Ministry. We hosted
two very successful theme dances.
The one on August 1st was a
Hawaiian Luau, and the other one,
on October 24th, was a Halloween
Dance. There were over 200 single
people at both of these dances.
Everyone who attended enjoyed
themselves and is looking forward
to our next dance. This will be held
on January 16, 1999.
The Singles Group attended the
Alhambra Dinner Theatre. The
evening was spent enjoying
Camelot. This event was well
attended, and everyone had a good
time.
Summer’s end was celebrated
with a picnic at Blue Cypress Park
for our members and their children.
People were requested to bring a
covered dish to compliment the
chicken that was donated by Lee’s
Chicken. The rain held off long
enough for everyone to enjoy the
pool, food, and each other’s
company.
September 29th was our “Get
Acquainted” evening. We had
invited representatives from other
singles groups in Jacksonville to
attend. This enabled us to keep

each other informed about the
many activities offered by our
various groups. This also helped to
introduce many members to each
other, so that when we attend other
functions, we will not be strangers.
It was a successful evening with
games and lots of conversation.
Over the past few months, the
Singles Group has been extremely
active. We have enjoyed pot luck
dinners, ice cream socials, game
nights, and some interesting
speakers at our weekly meetings.
We’ve ventured out to some local
restaurants, the movies and even
bowled a game or two. Our Single
Group has taken weekend
excursions and a few day trips.
Our ministry was formed for
the purpose of being a support and
a social organization for those who
are single or single again due to a
separation, divorce, or death of a
spouse. Your attendance at a
meeting will qualify you as a
member of this ministry and
entitles you to receive our free
monthly calendar. We are a nonprofit organization, and there are
no dues charged for membership.
Also, we are non-denominational.
You are welcomed regardless of
your faith.
For more information about the
ministry, please call Dorothy Boyd
or Leroy Garvin at 725-3472.

examines

the

dynamics

of

motherhood as it applies to you;
self-acceptance, stree, spirituality,
feelings, personal growth, and
friendships. MOMS has grown

Donna Simons
Coordinator of MOMS

by Dorothy Boyd and Mary
Fasano

MOMS: A Personal Journey

these past several years to include

Judy Koziolek
some of the most active members

Staff Liaison

Caroll Ann Black
of our parish and other parishes.

Coordinator of Facilitators

Patricia Japour

Once through a session, we

Coordinator of Celebrations

Marilyn Nygard

continue to support our families

Coordinator of Resources

Michelle Putala

and each other with a renewed

Telephone Committee

Patty Sloan

spiritual

Coordinator of Prayer Ministry/
Retreats

awakening

through

various celebration activities.

Trina Steffan
Coordinator of Marketing/ Publicity

MOMS
In Session
by Trina Steffan
The MOMS (Ministry of
Mothers Sharing) Group began
their 8-week journey September
15th for the morning session and
September 16th for the evening
session. Sister Paula Hagen, the
founder of MOMS, says “those
who have taken the time to reflect
on their experiences, and share
their stories have realized more
fully the sacredness of their call to
motherhood, and the challenge of
personal spiritual growth.” We
congratulate and pray for these
women who gave themselves the

gift of time to benefit from what
MOMS: A Personal Journey has to
offer them.
Karen Anderson
Jane Barretta
Maryellen Bell
Robyn Crews
Linda Crissman
Nancy Easter
Debbie House
Monica Laborde
Nancy Lockerman
Patty Pamas
Janie White

Julie Burke
Mireille Butler
Sharri Hansher
Karen Horne
Janyce Jendryn
Kathryn Lackie
Angela Lennon
Colleen Lewis
Tammy Patti
Lynda Sluder
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Ding - A - Ling
by Harriet Ellen Hughes
Has anyone ever called you a
“ding-a-ling”? If you were a
member of the Christ the King
adult bell choir, you would
definitely
consider
it
a
compliment. Head “Ding-A-Ling”
is Bernie Sans. The ability to read
music is definitely a plus, but if
you are breathing, can count, and
are not color blind, you qualify.
The Ding-A-Lings practice in the
church on Tuesday nights from
7:00 P. M. to 8:30 P.M.
Several years ago the Catholic
Church began putting an emphasis
on its music ministries. Music
directors began to seek varied
ways to present music in a manner
that would support the celebration
of the Mass without detracting
from it. Bell choirs began to
surface as a means of doing just
that. We at Christ the King are
fortunate to have a music director
who came among us and
recognized the value a bell choir

would have at Christ the King. To
think that bells could actually add
solemnity and beauty to a
ceremony
was
probably
inconceivable to many. However,
the bell choir has since been asked
to play at weddings and numerous
other church-related functions,
evidencing
a
recognized
acceptance by one and all.
If you would like to answer
God’s call to contribute a portion
of your time and your talent (and if
you do not already have a talent for
ringing, we will instill one in you),
then come and join the Ding-ALings. Playing bells is loads of
fun... give the bells a chance!
Come on out on Tuesday night,
7:00 P. M. - you will be a full
fledged Ding-A-Ling before 8:30
P. M. I promise you that the next
time someone calls you a ding-aling, you will look them square in
the face and say “Yes, I am - I am
a Ding-A-Ling for God!”

L to R: Isabella Fusco, Minda Buyao, Marta Coyle, Diane Shami,
Elizabeth Victor, Connie Diehl, Susan Grossholz, Suzzane Hoffman,
Niki Schneider

Be a Ding-A-Ling for God!

Christ the King Choir
by Harriet Ellen Hughes
Do you sing in the shower, tap
your toe or hum during the day? If
so, we need you in the Christ the
King adult choir.
In recent years, the Catholic
Church has begun placing added
emphasis on its music ministry.
Through
possibly
divine
inspiration, the Church has come to
realize that congregations do not go
home humming the homily. We at
Christ the King are blessed to have
the best music director in the world
in Bernie Sans. Bernie came to us
not only with a tremendous,
unfathomable knowledge of music,
but with a deep sense of spirituality
that is imparted to one and all.

Through his selection of music and
its presentation, I believe the
congregation leaves the church
feeling as spiritually enriched as do
the musicians.
The adult choir practices in the
Music Room from 7:30 p.m. to
9:30 p.m. on Wednesday nights.
There’s lots of laughs, fun and
plenty of hard work, but there are
rewards, too. The rewards are in
knowing that we are answering the
call to return to God a portion of
our time and our talent. St.
Augustine, the founder of our
Diocese, has been credited with the
statement “Those who sing, pray
twice.” Do you believe that? Join
our adult choir—you will find out
and you will be blessed for it!

“Those who sing...Pray Twice”

Bernie saying, “One more time.”

L to R: Eileen Krueger, Elizabeth Sulik, Ray Oxenrider, Bernie
Kunka and Shawn McNamara

Share Your Talent
by Dana Burnes
If you have a special talent for
playing a musical instrument,
Christ the King Adult Choir would
like your participation. I became
involved in the Christ the King
Adult Choir approximately two
years ago as a guitar player. At first
I was hesitant. I didn’t think I was
“good” enough to play in the choir.
I soon became comfortable,
however, and felt a part of the
choir, due to Bernie and the other
choir members making me feel
like I belonged.
When I play in the choir, I feel
I am giving something back to

God. I feel I am sharing and
expanding my talent while having
fun.
Remember, it doesn’t matter
how good you are at playing an
instrument, just that you have the
desire to share your talent while
serving God. Call Bernie today for
further information or we’ll see
you at practice on Wednesday
evenings, 7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. in
the Music Room next to the Gym.

Play an
instrument?
Share your talent with
us, Please join

L to R: Jean Moroney, harriet Hughes, jason Johnson, Jan
Clements and Grace Berkey
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The Prayer of Tears
by Josh Porter

We include them in the “Hail
Holy Queen”: “To you do we cry,
in this valley of tears”. Yes, our
tears flow on earth, yet do we know
why? Or, of what value they may
be? Is there more to what leaves the
eye, than what meets it?
Let’s see what met the eye of
Jesus near the town of Bethany.
The stage is set, and we find
Martha’s sister Mary running
towards Jesus.
When Mary came to where
Jesus was and saw him, she fell at
his feet and said “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not
have died.” When Jesus saw Mary
weeping as were the Jews that had
come with her,
he became
perturbed and deeply troubled, and
said “Where have you laid him?”
They said to him, “Sir, come and
see.” And Jesus wept. So the Jews
said “See how he loved him.”
(John. 11:32-36)

As we examine this miracle
where Jesus raises Lazarus from
the dead, we find the many tears
that preceded it. First, we find that
Mary was so taken by the intensity
of the moment that she falls at the
feet of Jesus. When Jesus sees the
many tears flowing, he is so deeply
moved in spirit that he also weeps.
The Jews see his tears as a sign of
his love. “See how he loved him.”
Loved him? How? With tears!
Can we see tears as prayers? “If
you had been here my brother
would not have died” says Mary.
This statement points out her
complete helplessness. She is not
making any request, just allowing
her tears to flow. Tears that told of
her extreme sorrow and love. Love
that submits itself fully with
expressions that words could never
fill. Yet, with tears, we witness our
Lord’s great miracle.
Can we find in ourselves
overwhelming emotions? Emotions
so great that tears flow? Perhaps we
need to understand why we weep.
Let us visit Jacob’s Well, where
we find a Samaritan woman telling
Jesus: “Sir, you have no bucket and
the well is deep.”
Jesus says to her “If you knew
the gift of God and who is saying to
you, ‘give me a drink’, you would
have asked him and he would have
given you living water.” (John
4:10) Jesus explains this water with
these words: “The water that I shall
give will become in him a spring of
water welling up to eternal life.”
(John 4:13) Indeed the well is deep
as the woman rightly points out, but
the gift of God is so great, that it
must be shared. Why shared?
Because Jesus told us to.

CTK
Athletic
Association
by John Largey
Christ the King Athletic
Association is currently gearing up
for Fall Ball with our opening game
on September 19th.
Plans to expand the field have
been slightly delayed while waiting
on the necessary permits from the
city. We hope to have the expansion
completed prior to the spring
season. As usual, we are depending
on Christ the King’s wonderful
volunteers to help us out with this
project! After the expansion, we
will be able to offer baseball and
softball programs for children of all
ages.
In August, 1998, CKAA’s
utility shed was broken into and all
of our field maintenance equipment
was stolen. Items stolen included a

new lawn tractor, push mower,
chain saw, weed eater, and blower.
Unfortunately, our insurance does
not cover theft. We are in desperate
need to replace these items, and
would greatly appreciate any help
our Christ the King family can
give. CKAA has always taken pride
in maintaining a clean and well
kept ball park for our children, and
without the proper equipment, this
goal is impossible to keep.
Opening our fall season, our
Adopt-A-Player program has
allowed 6 underprivileged children
the opportunity to play ball at no
cost to their families. We are still
waiting for sponsors to help us
cover the costs associated with this.
Interested families may contact
John Largey at 743-8496 for details
on how they can help with this very
worthwhile program.

Remember the way of the
cross?
A large crowd of people
followed Jesus, including many
women who mourned and lamented
him. Jesus turned to them and said,
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not
weep for me; weep instead for
yourselves and your children’.”
(Luke: 23: 27-28)
Are we willing to shed tears for
one another? And, if so what may
our tears become?
Deeply moved in the spirit our
tears become prayers of living
water shed for love. If only we
would search the depth of our being
and stir the well of our souls. What
a healing effect those tears will
have. How priceless that water?
And what great blessing we will
find! For, Jesus tells us: “Blessed
are those who mourn for they will
be comforted.” (Matt 5:4)
Tears flow for love. Does this
love lead to forgiveness? Let’s see
what Jesus teaches in the Gospel of
Luke:
“Now there was a sinful woman
in the city who learned that he

(Jesus) was at the table in the house
of the Pharisee. Bringing an
alabaster flask of ointment, she
stood behind him at his feet
weeping and began to bathe his feet
with her tears. Then she wiped
them with her hair, kissed them,
and anointed them with the
ointment.” (Luke 7:37-38)
Jesus tells the parable of the
two servants of large and small
debt, both, the master forgives.
Next he says “Do you see this
woman? When I entered your
house, you did not give me water
for my feet, but she has bathed
them with her tears and wiped them
with her hair.” (Luke 7:45)
Jesus goes on to say in Luke
7:47, “So I tell you, her many sins
have been forgiven: hence, she has
shown great love.”
When we use our tears as
prayers we become “the sinners
well,” a place in which he may find
repentance and life. Not so much
by talking to him, not by preaching,
nor solely by setting a good
example, but by loving him with
prayers of tears.

The Voice of the Vietnamese
Community

by Peter Dang
Summer is a time for outdoor
enjoyment, and also a time for
reflection and planning for the
upcoming year.
The Vietnamese Community
had a summer picnic/cookout at
Hanna Park. Several families
gathered together for barbeque and
quality time at the beach. The
children and teenagers had a great
time swimming in the ocean, as
well as playing outdoor games and
enjoying the food that the adults
prepared. At each corner of the
park, there were small gatherings,
sharing each other’s interests.
There was volleyball, chess,
singing or just sitting around.
Some chose to nap, while others
exchanged family stories to catchup on each other’s lives.
As part of the on-going effort to
improve the community’s bonding
and spirituality, the community
organized a camp retreat for young
adults aged 18 to 40. The retreat
was held at St. John’s Camp. The
theme of the camp retreat was
evangelization.
The retreat started on Friday
evening and lasted until Sunday

afternoon. Several of the retreat
participants came from out of state.
A group of dedicated adults were
there to prepare the meals, set up
and chaperone.
The main speaker was a
Vietnamese priest, Father Mathew
Hy Khac Nguyen, from Oakland,
CA. He is a Jesuit and teaches
Theology at the seminary.
At the end of the retreat, the
group did not want to separate and
promised to keep in touch. The
Holy Spirit touched many hearts.
Some of the youth committed to
evangelize on their return to the
community.
CCD and RCIA classes have
begun. The Catechists are busy
preparing their classes. Parents are
busy signing up their children.
The students are anxious to come
back to class to greet their old
classmates and meet new ones. It
was good to see many of the
children return again, having
grown bigger and taller. The
community seems to be alive again
with all of the activities. It is indeed
a joyous moment for the
community as a whole.
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EUCHARIST: Sacrament to Be Adored!
CKCC: How long have you
participated in Adoration?

“Thus no sacrament is greater or more precious than that
of the Eucharist; and when we receive Communion, we
are incorporated into Christ. Remaining in silence before
the Blessed Sacrament, it is Christ totally and really
present whom we discover, whom we adore and with
whom we are in contact.”

Blanche: I started participating in
Adoration as a child of 7 or 8 with
my mother. We always attended
Adoration on Holy Thursday, and
whenever the Forty Hour Adoration
was held. The memory of a special
peace and presence has stayed with
me throughout my life. The habit
of daily Mass, which also began in
childhood, has fostered my
devotion of Adoration.

glory of the Lord, are being value of it, and because of the
transformed into the same image strong faith and commitment of the
from glory to glory, as from the people involved in this ministry,
Lord who is the Spirit.” (2Cor.3:18)
NOCTURNAL
CKCC: How many people are
ADORATION
involved?
FIRST FRIDAY
6pm - 6am
Blanche: Presently, we have around
Call
384-4392
to sign up for
110 people involved. Thirty-seven
one hour a month.
of that number have been coming
faithfully one hour a week since we especially those who have been in
began
daily
Adoration
in charge of each day of the week:
September of 1989, which is a clear Doris Faustini, Eleanor Arnett, Lee
indication of what a blessing it is. I Callahan, Jane Middleton, Ceil
think many times people hesitate to Kulas, Pat Phillips. Their help has
sign-up for one hour because they been invaluable. Thanks also goes
don’t like the commitment, or they to Al Martin who supplies the
don’t think they can sit still that pages for our sign-in book, and to
long. As far as the commitment all of the faithful people who come
goes, we can always get substitutes each week without whom we could
for them if they will just call us. As not have daily Adoration at Christ
far as sitting still, one has to try it the King. This is so much God’s
on a regular basis to discover the work. He supplies the people when
peace that comes after spending an we need them in sometimes
hour. I, myself, sometimes get miraculous ways. It is very
restless the first half hour or so, but humbling to be part of a ministry
by the end of the hour, I know I which is so much in God’s hands.
have spent time with the Living
God and that is an indescribable
experience.

CKCC: Could you tell others what
CKCC: When did you come to Adoration is?
believe in Adoration?
Blanche: The celebration of the
Blanche: As stated above, my belief Eucharist at Mass is the center of
in Adoration goes back to my the life of the church. Adoration
childhood. But there was a long flows from our worship at Mass
period in my life when it was no and draws us back to it. At
longer held and it was not a part of Adoration, the consecrated host is
my life. I went through a real crisis placed in a monstrance so that we
of faith following my move to may see it. Having the host in full
Jacksonville some 22 years ago. I view helps us to more readily
was tempted to leave the Catholic proclaim our faith. When Adoration
Church. It was my belief in the real is held, we are suppose to have
presence of Jesus in the Eucharist someone praying at all times.
which kept me catholic, for which I
am very thankful. I realized that the CKCC: What does Adoration mean
Eucharist was the center of our to you?
faith, and as Catholics we need to
recognize and appreciate it. Vatican Blanche: Someone once said that
II helped us to recognize that God when we sit in the sun, we absorb
is present in many different ways, its rays without realizing it. When
such as in the people as they gather we sit at Adoration, we absorb the
together to pray, in the Scriptures as light and love of Christ without
they are being proclaimed, in the realizing it. We are transformed by
person of the minister, but Christ is just being there. We cannot spend
CHRIST
present in the Eucharist in a “real, an hour with Jesus without being
par
excellence”
way
(see changed. As we come closer to CKCC: How long have you been
WHOM
WE
Mysterium Fidei,55) . The Jesus through contemplation, our head of Adoration and why do you
consecrated host and wine become hearts are opened to reach out to continue?
ADORE IS
the actual Body and Blood of those we are called to serve. When
REALLY
Christ. Once we truly believe this, we leave, we carry a peace with us Blanche: I have helped with
we are naturally drawn to knowing that we have left Adoration since 1989 when Daily
PRESENT
everything in His hands. “All of us, Adoration began at Christ the King.
Adoration.
gazing with unveiled faces on the I continue because I believe in the
We wish to thank all of those who faithfully commit to one hour of Adoration each week. Only because
of the commitment of these people are we able to continue Daily Adoration.
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Lena Sagnip
Flora Rimas
Myra Schwerdt
Delores Orenstein
Maria Do*
Mr/Mrs. H. Conner
Bill/Blanche Iglesias*
Florence Barfield*
Scott Diamond
Laverne Japour*
Joseph McKinney
Inez Geissman
Eileen Gleason*
Russ/Rita Butzirus
Marge Mullaney
Margaret Damato*
John/Doris Faustini*
Linda Stoddard
Marj/Harry Burke*
Dorothy Parmele

Virginia Singletary*
Danny Easter
Sharon Phillips
Maria Do*
John/Jane Morgan*
Helen McKee
Terri Vogelsang
Bridie Johnson*
Judy Dallavis*
Eleanor/Joe Arnett*
Ed/Vera Ansloan
Inge Morgan*
Julia Pinkerton*
Yolanda Cerqueira
Jeff/Jean Koppelman
Juliet Joseph*
Kathy Purtle
Gloria Ann Lantz
Sissy Keegan
Lillian Abelardo

Anne Olinto*
Margaret Alesi*
June Costello
Roland Mendoza
Maria Do*
Paula Powell*
Rosa Townsend
Alice Smith*
Mari Taylor*
Maria Anderson
Margaret Ward
Linda Massey
Polly Morris*
Tom/Jo Thomas
Kathryn Singletary
Rita/Hank Pelz
Olin/Jane Middleton
Kathy Purtle
Mary Ann Baker
Carolyn/Leo Milano

Rita Walsh*
Wanda Wojdat
Juanita Rall
Roland Mendoza
Maria Do*
Lorraine Geilen
Gisa Kowkabany
Hazel Edwards*
John McCoy
Mr/Mrs Germano*
Kathy Lee
Helen Ramos*
Betty Masters*
Margaret Allgood
Letha Somers
Ceil Kulas*
Ellen/Ted Newman
Carmel/Bob Brodeur*
Nicole Deschambault
Lee Callahan*

Audrey Dodd
Rudy Corbeil
Roland Mendoza
Maria Do*
Joan Burns
Neil/Eileen Porter*
Jeff Iglesias
Pat Phillips
Judy Fosbenner
Tony Balsamo*
Marie Savino*
Al/Fran Martin
Marge Heater*
Gerald Sullivan
Patricia Ruhl
Marge Yarborough*
Lillian Marrero
Maria Luaces
Claire King

A Matter of Time
I told myself I didn’t have time
to stop along the way
And visit the Blessed Sacrament;
perhaps I’d stop some day.
But as the days sped swiftly by,
my promise slipped my mind:
I never stopped to visit Him;
I could not find the time.
And then one day I finally stopped,
my conscience to appease;
I’d found some time to spend with Him
and thought that He’d be pleased.
But as I prayed, the Lord said, “Child,
it hurts to be ignored;
Your tepid faith has pierced My Heart
much deeper than the sword.”
“You treat Me with indifference
and wound My Heart anew,
But I took time to suffer and die
upon The Cross for you.”
Although He’d waited patiently,
I’d passed on by each day;
And now I saw how wrong I was,
how selfish were my ways.
My eyes were filled with tears of shame;
how could I be so blind?
To stop and visit Him was more
than just a matter of time.
—Kathleen L. Purtle
22 May 1992

The names with an asterisk have been praying one hour a week since Adoration began at Christ the King in 1989:

We wish to thank those who have been very faithful
in the past but are not able to continue due to ill
health:
Cy Kothman
Ruth/Hugh Grable

Thadeus Legowik
Ben/Stephenie Stec

We also remember these faithful
adorers, now deceased:
George Callahan
Madeline Turner
Jodie Breakiron

Carlos Thomas
Lucy Eddinger
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John Paul II/Ad Lumina Address

The Laity, Their Life and Mission

“Everywhere in the church ...
we see the spread of a fresh and
invigorating lay spirituality and the
magnificent fruits of the laity’s
greater involvement in the church’s
life,” Pope John Paul II said in a
June 6 address to the bishops of
Minnesota, North Dakota and
South Dakota making their “ad
limina” visits to Rome. He
continued, “Your churches are all
gifted with Catholic men and
women eager to live a full
Christian life and to work for
Christ’s kingdom in the world
around them.” The church, he said,
is “witnessing a return to the authentic theology of the laity found
in the New Testament, where the
church, the body of Christ, is the
whole of the chosen race, the royal
priesthood, the holy nation, God’s
own people (cf. 1 Pt. 2:9), and not
a portion of it.” The pope said also
that “it is an inadequate understanding of the role of the laity
which leads lay men and women to
become so strongly interested in
church services and tasks that they
fail to become actively involved in
their responsibilities in the
professional, social, cultural and
political field.” He said, “Full,
active and conscious participation
in the liturgy should give birth to a
more vigorous lay witness in the
world, not a confusion of roles in
the worshiping community. Based
on the will of Christ himself there is
a fundamental distinction between
the ordained ministry arising from
the sacrament of holy orders and

the functions open to lay people.”
He said also that “ in an
ecclesiology of communion, the
church’s hierarchical structure is
not a matter of power but of
service.” He told the bishops that
“families are the backbone of
society and the hope of the
church.” He added, “While it is
important that the local church
respond to the needs of people in
problem situations, pastoral
planning should also give adequate
attention to the needs of ordinary
families seeking to live up to their
vocation.” The complete text of the
pope’s address follows.
1. With great joy in the Lord I
welcome you, the pastors of the
church in the states of Minnesota,
North Dakota and South Dakota, on
your ad limina visit. The theme of
my reflections with the bishops of
your country this year is the duty, in
view of the approaching new
millennium,
of
renewed
evangelization, for which the
Second
Vatican
Council
marvelously prepared the way.
Today I wish to reflect on the laity
in the church’s life and mission.
The new evangelization that can
make the 21st century a springtime
of the Gospel is a task for the entire
people of God, but will depend in a
decisive way on the lay faithful
being fully aware of their baptismal
vocation and their responsibility for
bringing the good news of Jesus
Christ to their culture and society.
The fathers of the Second
Vatican Council gave special

attention to the dignity and mission
of the lay faithful, urging them “in
the Lord’s name to give a glad,
generous and prompt response to
the impulse of the Holy Spirit and
to the voice of Christ, who is giving
them an especially urgent invitation
at this moment” (Apostolicam
Actuositatem, 33). In order to
restore the needed balance to
ecclesial life, the council dedicated
an extremely rich chapter in Lumen
Gentium to the role of the laity in
the church’s saving mission, and it
further developed this theme in the
Decree on the Apostolate of the
Laity (Apostolicam Actuositatem).
With specific reference to
contemporary circumstances, that
mission was specified still more
concretely in the Pastoral
Constitution on the Church in the
Modern World (Gaudium et Spes).
In these documents and others the
council sought to extend the great
flourishing of the lay apostolate
which had characterized previous
decades. More and more lay people
had taken to heart the stirring
words of Pope Pius XII:
“Lay believers are in the front
line of church life; for them the
church is the animating principle of
human society. Therefore, they in
particular ought to have an ever
clearer consciousness not only of
belonging to the church, but of
being the church” (Feb. 20, 1946,
speech).
2. It was in this context of
vigorous lay action that the council
could clearly affirm, “It is evident

to everyone that all the faithful of
Christ of whatever rank or status
are called to the fullness of the
Christian life and to the perfection
of charity” (Lumen Gentium, 40);
and the council’s Decree on the
Apostolate of the Laity makes it
clear that lay people are called to
exercise the apostolate in the
church and in the world (cf. No.5).
Lay men and women have indeed
responded to this call. Everywhere
there has been a blossoming of
various forms of lay participation
in the church’s life and mission.
Much has also been done since
the council to explore more deeply
the theological basis for the
vocation and mission of the laity.
This development reached a certain
maturity in the 1987 Synod of
Bishops on the role of the laity,
with the subsequent post-synodal
apostolic exhortation Christifideles
Laici, published on Dec. 30, 1988.
The synod indicated the concrete
ways in which the council’s rich
teaching on the lay state could be
further translated into practice. One
of its principal achievements was to
set the various ministries and
charisms within the framework of
an ecclesiology of communion (cf.
Christifideles Laici, 21). Thus it
dealt with the specific role of the
laity not as an extension or derivation of the clerical and hierarchical
role, but in relation to the
fundamental truth that all the
baptized receive the same
sanctifying grace, the grace of
justification by which each one
becomes a “new creature,” an
adopted child of God, a “partaker
of the divine nature,” a member of
Christ and co-heir with him, a
temple of the Holy Spirit (cf.
Catechism of the Catholic Church,
1265).
All the faithful - both ordained
ministers and laity - together form
the one body of the Lord: “Here
there cannot be Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free
man, but Christ is all, and in all”
(Col. 3:l1).
We are witnessing a return to
the authentic theology of the laity
found in the New Testament, where
the church, the body of Christ, is
the whole of the chosen race, the
royal priesthood, the holy nation,
God’s own people (cf. 1 Pt. 2:9),
and not a portion of it. St. Paul
reminds us that the growth of the
body depends on every member
playing its part: “If we live by the
truth and in love, we shall grow in
all ways into Christ, who is the
head, by whom the whole body is
fitted and joined together, every
joint adding its own strength, for
each separate part to work
according to its function. So the
body grows until it has built itself
up, in love” (Eph. 4:15-16). In
preparing for the great
Continued on page 13
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Continued from page 12

ecclesial event that was the
Second Vatican Council, Pope John
XXIII was so struck by these words
that he declared that they deserved
to be inscribed on the council’s
doors (cf. Pentecost Sunday
address, June 5, 1960).
“The liturgical renewal which
the council ardently desired and
fostered has resulted in the more
frequent and lively participation of
the lay faithful in the tasks proper
to them in the liturgical assembly.”
In
an
ecclesiology
of
communion,
the
church’s
hierarchical structure is not a
matter of power but of service,
completely ordered to the holiness
of Christ’s members. The threefold
duty to teach, sanctify and govern,
entrusted to Peter and the apostles
and their successors, “has no other
purpose except to form the church
in line with the ideal of sanctity
already programmed and prefigured in Mary” (Roman Curia
address, Dec.22, 1987, No.3). The
Marian dimension of the church is
prior to the Petrine or hierarchical
dimension, “as well as being
supreme and pre-eminent, richer in
personal and communitarian
implications for the various
ecclesial vocations” (ibid.). If I
mention these well-known truths, it
is because everywhere in the
church, and not least in your country, we see the spread of a fresh and
invigorating lay spirituality and the
magnificent fruits of the laity’s
greater involvement in the church’s
life. As we approach the third
Christian millennium, it is of
paramount importance that the
pope and the bishops, fully conscious of their own special ministry
of service in the mystical body of
Christ, continue to “stir and
promote a deeper awareness among
all the faithful of the gift and
responsibility they share, both in
association and as individuals, in
the communion and mission of the
church” (Christifideles Laici, 2).
3. The liturgical renewal which
the council ardently desired and
fostered has resulted in the more
frequent and lively participation of
the lay faithful in the tasks proper
to them in the liturgical assembly.
Full, active and conscious
participation in the liturgy should
give birth to a more vigorous lay
witness in the world, not a
confusion of roles in the
worshiping community. Based on
the will of Christ himself, there is a
fundamental distinction between
the ordained ministry arising from
the sacrament of holy orders, and
the functions open to lay people
and founded on the sacraments of
baptism, confirmation and, for
most, matrimony.
The intention of the Holy See’s
recent “Instruction on Certain
Questions
Regarding
the
Collaboration of the Non-ordained
Faithful in the Sacred Ministry of
Priests” has been to reaffirm and
clarify the canonical and disciplinary norms regulating this area, by

putting the relevant directives in
relation to the theological and
ecclesiological principles involved.
I urge you to ensure that the
liturgical life of your communities
is led and governed by the grace of
Christ working through the church,
which the Lord intended as a
hierarchical communion. The
distinction between the priesthood
of the faithful and the ministerial
priesthood must always be respected, since it belongs to “the
constitutive form which [Christ]
indelibly impressed on his church”
(address to May 11, 1994,
symposium on lay ministry, 3).
4. As the fathers at the 1987
synod on the laity pointed out, it is
an inadequate understanding of the
role of the laity which leads lay
men and women to become so
strongly interested in church
services and tasks that they fail to
become actively involved in their
responsibilities in the professional,
social, cultural and political field
(cf. Christifideles Laici, 2). The
first requirement of the new
evangelization is the actual witness
of Christians who live by the Gospel: “Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father
who is in heaven” (Mt. 5:16). Since
lay people are at the forefront of the
church’s mission to evangelize all
areas of human activity - including
the workplace, the worlds of
science and medicine, the world of
politics and the diverse world of
culture, they must be strong enough
and sufficiently catechized “to
testify how the Christian faith
constitutes the only valid response
... to the problems and hopes that
life poses to every person and society” (Christifideles Laici, 34).
As my predecessor Pope Paul
VI put it: “Take a Christian or a
handful of Christians who in the
midst of their own community
show their capacity for understanding and acceptance, their
sharing of life and destiny with
other people, their solidarity with
the efforts of all for whatever is
noble and good. Let us suppose
that, in addition, they radiate in an
altogether simple and unaffected
way their faith in values that go
beyond current values, and their
hope in something that is not seen
and that one would not dare to
imagine. Through this wordless
witness these Christians stir up
irresistible questions in the hearts
of those who see how they live:
Why are they like this? Why do
they live in this way? What or who
is it that inspires them? Why are
they in our midst? Such a witness is
already a silent proclamation of the
good news and a very powerful and
effective
one”
(Evangelii
Nuntiandi, 21).
Through God’s grace, your particular churches are all gifted with
Catholic men and women eager to
live a full Christian life and to work
for Christ’s kingdom in the world
around them. The bishops must not
fail them by a lack of pastoral
leadership. In your ministry and
governance you have to impress on
everyone the importance of
formation and adult catechesis,
prayer and sacramental practice, a
real
commitment
to
the

evangelization of culture and the
application of Christian moral and
social doctrine in public and private
life.
5. The immediate and in many
ways most important arena of the
laity’s Christian witness is marriage
and the family. Where family life is
strong and healthy, the sense of
community and solidarity is also
strong, and this helps to build that
“civilization of life and love”
which must be everyone’s aim. But
where the family is weak, all
human relationships are exposed to
instability and fragmentation.
Today the family is under pressure
from many quarters:
“The family is placed at the
center of the great struggle between
good and evil, between life and
death, between love and all that is
opposed to love. To the family is
entrusted the task of striving, first
and foremost, to unleash the forces
of good, the source of which is
found in Christ the Redeemer of
man” (cf. Letter to Families, 23).
At a time when the very definitions of marriage and family are
endangered by attempts to enshrine
in legislation alternative and
distorted notions of these basic
human communities, your ministry
must include the clear proclamation
of the truth of God’s original
design. Since the Christian family
is the “domestic church,” couples
must be helped to relate their
family life in concrete ways to the
life and mission of the church (cf.
Familiaris Consortio, 49). The
parish should be a “family of families,” helping in every way possible
to nourish the spiritual life of
parents and children through
prayer, the word of God, the
sacraments, and the witness of
holiness and charity.
Bishops and priests should be
eager to help and encourage
families in every way, and should
give their support to groups and
associations which promote family
life. While it is important that the
local church respond to the needs
of people in problem situations,
pastoral planning should also give
adequate attention to the needs of
ordinary families seeking to live up
to their vocation. These families are
the backbone of society and the
hope of the church: The principal
promoters of Christian family life
are
couples
and
families
themselves, who have a special
responsibility to be servants of
other couples and families.
6. This year marks the 30th
anniversary of the publication by
my predecessor Pope Paul VI of the
encyclical letter Humanae Vitae.
The truth about human sexuality
and the church’s teaching on the
sanctity of human life and on
responsible parenthood must be
presented in the light of the
theological development which has
followed that document and in the
light of the experience of couples
who have faithfully followed this
teaching. Many couples have
experienced how natural family
planning promotes mutual respect,
encourages tenderness between
husband and wife, and helps
develop an authentic inner freedom
(cf. Catechism of the Catholic
Church, 2370; Humanae Vitae, 21).

Their experience deserves to be
shared, for it is the living confirmation of the truth which Humanae
Vitae teaches.
In contrast, there is a growing
awareness of the serious harm
caused to marital relationships by
recourse to artificial contraception
which, because it inevitably thwarts
the total self-giving implied in the
conjugal act, at one and the same
time destroys its procreative meaning and weakens its unitive
significance (cf. Evangelium Vitae,
13).
With courage and compassion,
bishops, priests and lay Catholics
must seize the opportunity to
propose to the sons and daughters
of the church and to the whole of
society, the truth about the special
gift that is human sexuality. The
false promises of the “sexual
revolution” are now painfully
obvious in the human suffering
caused by unprecedented rates of
divorce, by the scourge of abortion
and its lasting effects on those
involved. Yet the teaching of the
magisterium, the development of
the “theology of the body” and the
experience of faithful Catholic
couples have given Catholics in the
United States a uniquely powerful
and compelling opportunity to
bring the truth about human
sexuality into a society that sorely
needs to hear it.
7. The multi-cultural reality of
American society is a source of
enrichment for the church, but it
also presents challenges to pastoral
action. Many dioceses, because of
past and continuing immigration,
have a strong Hispanic presence.
The Hispanic faithful bring their
own particular gifts to the local
church, not least the vitality of their
faith and their deep sense of family
values. They also face enormous
difficulties, and you are making
great efforts to have priests and
others appropriately trained to
provide good pastoral care and
needed services to minority
families and communities.
In the face of extremely active
proselytism by other religious
groups, instruction in the faith, the
building up of living communities,
attention to the needs of families
and young people, the fostering of
personal and family prayer, a
spiritual and liturgical life centered
on the Eucharist and genuine
Marian devotion are all essential
(cf. Sept.13, 1987, address at Our
Lady of Guadalupe Plaza, San
Antonio). The Hispanic faithful
should be able to feel that their
natural place, their spiritual home,
is in the heart of the Catholic
community.
The same should be said about
the members of the AfricanAmerican community, who also are
a vital presence in all your
churches. Their love for the word
of God is a special blessing to be
treasured. While the United States
has made great progress in ridding
itself
of
racial
prejudice,
continuous efforts are needed to
ensure that black Catholics are
fully involved in the church’s life.
In your dioceses, as in other
Continued on page 25
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The Gospel of Life
“Rejoice, O highly
favored daughter!
You shall conceive
and bear a son and
give him the name
Jesus.”

“I am the servant
of the Lord. Let it
be done to me
as You say.”

Let us say with
Mary: “We are the
servants of the
Lord. Let it be done
to us as You say.”

If you or someone you know
On the verge of the new This years theme is “Life proclaims
Millennium, from the desk of the God’s love.” This contest provides has had an abortion and is having
our children with an opportunity to trouble dealing with it, Project
Parish Respect Life Coordinator.
learn about the sacredness of Rachel is there for them. Project
The only survivor of a human life. Grades K-2 can do
shipwreck washed up on a small posters. Grades 3-5 can do posters
uninhabited island with the or essays. Grades 6-8, posters or
supplies that were furnished aboard essay. A $100 savings bond will be
his life raft. Daily with unshakeable awarded to the winning Diocesan
faith, he prayed to God to save him. entry in each category and grade
He built a small hut for protection level. We at Christ the King would
and also to store his few like each year to make a banner out
possessions. One day after hunting of the winning poster and frame the
for food which fortunately was winning essay and put them in the
plentiful on the island, he returned Gathering Area in the Church for
home only to find his hut in flames. all the parishioners to see.
Molly Kelly will present her
He was so despondent, he was
angry, he cursed God, he felt talk on chastity to all 7th and 8th
significant despair. The worst grade students in the Catholic
possible thing had happened, all of Schools of the Diocese on Friday,
his supplies were gone. He was November 6th at 10:00 AM in the
stung with grief, he was desolate. Christ the King Kingdome. Please
Early the next morning he was make plans to attend.
The annual Life Chain was held
awakened by voices. A ship had
come to the island to rescue him. on October 4 throughout the
As he boarded the small boat to Diocese. Christ the King members by Barbara Hanuscin
take him to the ship, he asked, showed their support for life by
The Parish Nurse Ministry is a
“How did you know I was here?” standing, in prayer, along Atlantic
They replied, “We saw your smoke Blvd. October was Respect Life joint venture of our parish and St.
month, a time to remember the Vincent’s Parish Nurse Ministry
signal yesterday.”
and the National Parish Nurse
Sometimes a present difficulty elderly as well as the unborn.
Please pray for all the young Ministry. The Parish Nurse
... a shocking setback ... a disaster
... can be instrumental to a future women thinking of abortion, for all Coordinators act as liaisons for the
good result particularly when God the women who have had an Parish and the Health Care
abortion, and all elderly people Community.
is on our side.
Our initial progress in the start
Announcing
the
Annual who think they are alone.
up of this new ministry has been
Respect Life Poster Essay Contest.
formation of a Health Council
consisting of physicians and
representatives from several parish
organizations representative of
different age groups and needs. The
Health Council assists the Parish
Nurse Ministry in determining
order of projects based on response
from parish surveys and pastoral
input as needs arise. Our St.
Vincent de Paul Conference is
helping to sponsor this new
ministry within our parish.
An “Affair for the Heart” was a
kick-off for the ongoing monthly
blood pressure screenings, usually
held the first Sunday of the month.
On October 4th St. Vincent’s
Mobile Health Unit was on hand
for cholesterol screenings and flu
shots. Refer to the Parish bulletin
for more details.
The Ministry is also accepting
durable medical equipment; i.e.
walkers, wheel chairs, or hospital
beds. If you have such an item,
please call in to the St. Vincent de
Paul voice mail and leave a
message indicating that the item is
for the Parish Nurse Ministry.
Someone will contact you and
arrange for pick-up of the item.
Should you have a need for such
equipment and are unable to
purchase the item due to financial

Rachel,
P.O.
Box
24000,
Jacksonville, Florida 32241-4000
or call 1-800-526-1148. Remember
a light can shine in dark places.

Parish Nurse Ministry

hardship, you may call the same
message line and someone will
return your call regarding your
specific need.
The Parish Nurse Coordinators
can assist you in locating
counseling/support services and
medical information to service
your needs. We will do our best to
keep you informed on classes,
sessions, etc. that are held within
the community.
The Parish Nurse Ministry is
also currently working on the
possibility of establishing a
Visitation Team to visit shut-ins.
Required background checks are
being conducted on those who have
volunteered. This team is not
currently functioning, but look for
more news to come regarding the
Visitation Team as it begins to
come into place. The Parish Nurse
Ministry is also assisting in the
formation of a Widow/Widower
support group which Mrs. Isabelle
Fusco will be leading. You are
urged to call Mrs. Fusco if this type
of group interests you. Watch the
bulletin for further information on
this as well.
The Parish Nurse Coordinators
wish to thank all parishioners
whose prayers have helped guide
this ministry into being and request
your continued prayers for it’s
success.
For concerns related to Holistic
Health: Physical, Mental and
Spiritual, for which you are unsure
where to go, or if you have issues
related to Health and Safety you
wish to address, the Nurse
Coordinators will be glad to assist.
For more information you may call
Barbara Hanuscin at 724-1776 ... or
Donna Baker at 641-0698.
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Israel
‘rocks’
for
Life
Teen
Israel believed in audience participation...
during the Life Teen concert, he got it

Israel performs live in Jacksoville’s
Metropolitan Park
Every once in a while a story
will show you why Jesus Christ is
such an important part of our
lives. You might wonder how
someone who has done so well as
a
contemporary
Christian
singer/songwriter would need the
Lord’s help.
The truth is,
according to Israel, if it weren’t
for Jesus Christ, he wouldn’t be
alive today.
As the concert started after the
LIFE TEEN mass in Metropolitan
Park, the star Christian artist,
answered the question that always
seems to be on the minds of his fans
... how did you get your name?
“My father was a black man
from Jamaica,” he began. “And my
mother was white and from France.
When my mother was seventeen,
she got pregnant. About eight
months into the pregnancy, my
father decided fatherhood what not
such a good thing and he left my
mother to have her baby alone in
San Diego.”
But Israel said the story only
grew worse from their.
His
mother’s parents to the young
expectant mother to either get an
abortion, or be disowned.
Disheartened and unsure, she
walked the streets of San Diego
trying to come to the most difficult
decision of her life.
Suddenly a Volkswagen Beetle
stopped on the street next to her. A
woman, much older than this 17year-old soon-to-be mother, got
out, walked up to the young lady
and told her in no uncertain terms
that “Jesus loves you and that no
matter what she was feeling —
rejection, loneliness, abandonment
— that she was not and never
would be forgotten. Israel said that
at that moment, his mother knelt on
the street with this woman, looked
up to our Lord God, and prayed.
Israel said his mother began to
serve the Lord and many way,
mostly reaching out to people in
need. She began reading the bible
and that’s how he got his name.

“‘Israel,’ that word is in the
Bible a lot,” he said. It was a
logical choice. Israel has been
involved with LIFE TEEN since
1991.
“I love the sincerity of the
young people,” he said. “It’s so
cool to see so much sincerity within
a very insincere society.”
The popular singer said he grew
up in the church and music was
always a part of his Christian life.
When he was 13 years old, he
started his first band, performing on

Friday and Saturday nights. He
was hooked.
“I sing for my piece of mind,”
Israel explained. “It’s easy because
I know that’s what I’m called to
do.” His songs, like You Are Not
Forgotten and Going Against The
Stream are based on life
experiences.
“I take the hard parts of life, the
parts I see these young people
going through, and try to relate to it
in my music.”

The young, energetic and
influential singer/songwriter has a
message, and not just in song.
“People notice when you
STAND,” he said. “Stand for
morality, righteousness, truth and
maturity. Stand for what you
believe and Go Against The
Stream.”
For more on LIFE TEEN and
the special Mass held at
Metropolitan Park, check out the
centerfold.

They danced in the aisles, full of music, and the spirit of God.

Eric Frank’s T-shirt says on the
front that “Satan is as Ugly as
Sin.” On the back it also says,
“And Jesus Beat Him with a
Stick” while displaying a graphic
of the holy cross.

Young and old alike, came, heard, and sang to the Lord.

Story and Photos by
Bill Dougherty

Page 16

Christ the King Catholic Church

November, 1998

Hundreds find God through Life Teen
Story by Bill Dougherty
More than 800 people gathered
for the first LIFE TEEN Mass at
Metropolitan Park, Aug. 9, despite
rain-soaked skies.
The inclement weather added a
disvine texture to the spirit that
swelled with the excitement of the
coming liturgy as the LIFE TEEN
team
rushed
with
final
preparations.
As 5 p.m. drew near, Nancy
Powers took the stage and promptly
fired up the still growing crowed
with a practice session of choruses
to tbe sung during the Mass. At one
point, the power of the spirit was so
strong that hundreds joined in the
practice. The warm-up turned into a
half-hour songfest and more than
prepared attendees for the Mass.
The Mass began with a
procession of teens who set up the
altar,
followed
by
the
concelebrants, Fr. John Tetlow, Fr.
Robert Baker, Fr. Thanh Nguyen

(Christ the King), and Fr. Ray
Carlo (Assumption).
Fr. Tetlow’s homily reached out
to teens and parents alike,
illustrating the needs of our teens to
feel involved, loved, and trusted.
He talked about LIFE TEEN and
how it was started in Mesa, Arizona
in 1985, by Fr. Dale Fushek and
two friends. Now in 450 parishes,
LIFE TEEN has gone international.
Prior to Holy Communion,
nearly 200 teens circled the altar.
During the Lord’s Prayer, teens and
Mass participants alike were arm in
arm, swaying, full of the Holy
Spirit. It was the most dramatic and
inspiring portion of the Mass.
Following the Mass, Israel, one
of the most popular contemporary
Christian stars, performed a live
concert. Teens filled the isles, then
moved toward the front of the
stage, dancing and singing along to
inspiring songs like, You Are Not
Forgotten, and Going Against the
Stream. Israel performed until it

The LIFE TEEN bank performs during the LIFE TEEN Mass.

was too dark to see and concertgoers cheered the singer until they
were hoarse.
But LIFE TEEN had only
begun with the Mass and concert.
During Labor Day weekend, teens
gathered for a two-day LIFE TEEN
retreat at Camp Immokolee. Then
at 5 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 6, Christ
the King held its first LIFE TEEN
Mass.
LIFE TEEN focuses on the
spiritual, educational, emotional
and social needs of parish
teenagers. In addition to LIFE
TEEN Masses, there is LIFE
NIGHT. Teens gather together to
talk about the Mass and share
stories about themselves and what
Jesus Christ means in their lives.
Are you ready to go to the
extreme with Jesus Christ... then
Go Against the Stream and follow
your dream... with LIFE TEEN.
If your teen is interested in
LIFE TEEN, call 398-1961.

Wesly Altmiller serves as one of
the many Gift Bearers during the
Mass.

More than 800 people attend Jacksonville’s first-ever LIFE TEEN
Mass under the tent in downtown Metropolitan Park.

(left) Conrad Sagnit leads
the opening procession.
(right) Fr. Robert Baker
and Fr. Thanh Nguyen
clap and join in the closing
song with Fr. John Tetlow
and Fr. Ray Carlo at the
end of the LIFE TEEN
Mass.

Photos by
Bill Dougherty
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(left) Alecia Billotti
carries the altar cover as
part of the opening
procession which began
the LIFE TEEN Mass.
(right) Angie Miller and
Christie Fitzpatrick feel
God’s
Holy
Spirit
through
song
and
prayer.

You didn’t have to be a teen to enjoy the
fellowship of hundreds of fellow Catholics.

Bobby Hayden takes collection during the
LIFE TEEN Mass.

Fr. John Tetlow discuss the LIFE TEEN
program during his homily.

Fr. Ray Carlo (Assumption), Fr. John Tetlow, Fr. Robert Baker, and Fr. Thanh Nguyen
(Christ the King), concelebrated the LIFE TEEN Mass.

Nancy Powers, the leader of
the
Core
Team
that
coordinates the LIFE TEEN
Program for Christ the King,
talks about the superb values
of the program to the more
than 800 people who attended
the Mass.

Seminarians pray together during the Mass.
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“Follow the Flame”

by Nancy Powers
Wow! What a weekend! Over
120 high school teens answered the
call and participated in the first
ever Life Teen Retreat in
Jacksonville over the Labor Day
Weekend. To all you teens who
attended ... the Core Team thanks
you. We had a wonderful time and
we can’t wait for the next retreat.

The retreat was held at Camp
Immokolee, just north of Keystone
Heights. A pretty rustic camp with
equally rustic shower facilities.
One participant summed it up when
she said, “there ain’t no shower like
my shower.”
The theme of the retreat was
“Follow the Flame” and the theme
song was Garth Brooks’ “Standing
Outside the Fire.” We were

reminded of how often we “Stand
Outside the Fire” ... the fire of the
Holy Spirit that is, and how
important it is to be involved in life
and to follow the only true flame.
During the retreat, the Core
Team participated in skits and some
Core Team members gave very
honest, moving talks about their
lives and the struggles that they’ve
faced. One of the most powerful

moments during the weekend was a
skit performed to the tune of “Turn
Around.” In the skit, a young
woman is drawn to different vices
and away from Jesus. She is lured
by drugs, sex, lies, depression,
abortion and eventually suicide.
She cries out for her friends to help
her, but they can’t. She cries out for
her boyfriend to help her, but he

Are our children getting mixed messages?
Are they falling through the cracks?
by Lucille Guzzone

Bring on Life Teen: a Commentary
Last year I retired from a thirtytwo year teaching career in the
public school system. I hold many
treasured and rewarding memories
from that classroom of English and
literature. However, there is one
recollection which is particularly
interesting.
Over the years most of my
students were non-Catholic, yet
they were loving and respectful. A
few of these, however, (whose
hearts were in the right place) were
aghast when they found out that I
was a Catholic. They were under
the impression that as a practicing
Catholic, I was doomed to Hell.
Some even claimed that my
religion was some kind of cult, and
that the Pope was the anti-Christ or
a demon. They could not conceive
that I was a Christian since I
worshiped “idols” and honored the
mother of Jesus. More than once, I
found published cartoon strips in
my classroom that were blatantly
anti-Catholic. The stories depicted
Our Lady as a pagan goddess of the
moon and stars, priests with darkly

evil demeanor, and Catholics
burning in eternal flames.
In their own way, the students
who left these pamphlets were
attempting to convert me. Although
as a public school teacher, I was not
allowed to teach my beliefs as part
of my lessons, I used allusions to
the
Church
during
our
chronological study of literature.
For example, I explained that early
miracle and morality plays came
from the Church and that literate
monks in holy monasteries were
responsible for writing down the
first English epic poem “Beowulf”.
The students reminded me that
the Catholic Church became
“corrupt” during the Medieval Era,
and that a few “divinely inspired”
clergymen and laymen in lofty
places purified Christianity through
the great “Protestant Reformation.”
I reminded them—very subtly and
within guidelines—that although a
few religious were guilty of selling
pardons and false relics during
these Dark Ages, the Church was
able to rectify itself and emerge

even stronger. I once sneaked in a
delightful example of a metaphor. I
borrowed it from Mother Angelica
of the EWTN television network.
Mother said, “The Catholic Church
is a banquet table, laden with
turkey, fruits, vegetables, breads
and desserts; the non-Catholics are
merely the turkey.
During these times, I was an
adult dealing with young teenagers.
I had the maturity to be steadfast
and the ability to assure them that I,
too, was saved. My inexperienced
Catholic students were pressured
by the same tactics, and they did
not fare as well. Some became
doubtful about their faith. Once, a
young man whispered to me that he
was a Catholic, and he wished he
could be a Christian, instead. I was
dumbfounded by that comment,
and I never forgot it.
This past year I taught eighth
grade CCD. I found that, although
most parents were supportive of
their children’s religious education,
a few of these pre-teens were never
able to get to Mass on Sunday. A
couple of them expressed the

notion that the Church was boring
to them and that they were not even
sure if they would be practicing
their faith in the future because it
had too many rules. Besides, they
had experienced spirituality and
fun at the social events in the
churches of their non-Catholic
friends.
These public school children
are begging for something tangible
to keep them fervent in their faith.
Life Teen, which is still recruiting
new members, must be encouraged
by the whole parish community.
The word must spread—not just to
the parochial school teens—but to
the many youngsters who are
falling through the cracks in the
public schools. These are the ones
who are constantly bombarded by
that ever-present and extremely
influential
peer
pressure.
Somehow, through the Life Teen
program the parishes must find
ways to reach out to these children
and to instill in them the courage to
stand up and proudly proclaim to
their friends, “I am a Catholic, and
a true Christian indeed!”

November, 1998

Christ the King Courier

Page 19

Life Teen Retreat

can’t. In final desperation, she cries
out for Jesus. Jesus comes to her,
picks her up off the floor and leads
her away from her life of darkness.
After the skit, the teens were able to
participate in silent adoration and
confession. We were blessed to
have Fathers Baker, Thanh, Tetlow,
Lynskey and Carey there to provide
reconciliation.

Saturday night, Parents for Life
went all out and transformed the
dining hall into a tropical paradise.
The teens were given leis and
limbo’d into the dining hall which
was adorned with an active volcano
made by our own Angela Christian.
It was incredible! Drinks had little
umbrellas in them, dinner was
marinated chicken donated by
Mudville Grille. All of the Parents

for Life, wearing Hawaiian shirts,
got into the spirit of the night and
made it wild and fun. We can’t
thank them enough for all they did
to make the weekend special and
the food was great.
Rebecca Trumbull, a Life Teen
Core Member, did a great job
planning,
coordinating
and
directing the retreat. Her previous
retreat experience was invaluable

and our hat goes off to her for all
the time and effort she put into this
retreat over the last six months.
The weekend was great, Father
Tetlow was great, the Core Team
was great, the Parents for Life was
great and of course the teens were
incredible. We can’t wait for
March!

Parents for Life Teen
by Jeanette Ghioto
Our “Follow the Flame” retreat
was the first opportunity for our
Parents for Life group to show their
stuff. On Friday, 9/4, Jeff Putala
and Ray Christian headed south
toward Camp Immokalee in a huge
U-Haul paneled truck, donated by
Eli Shami, filled with food,
Hawaiian decorations and a 5’ tall
volcano. Our Parents group had
been busy for weeks preparing for
the 125 teens who would be on the
first Life Teen Retreat. We were
challenged to cook five meals, have
one ice cream social and one snack,
as well as decorating for the
premiere evening meal on
Saturday. In residence for the
weekend were: Terry & Albert
Miller; from our partner parish,
Assumption; Frank & Patricia
Japour, Kelly & Doug Stephens,
Angela & Ray Christian, Jeff &
Michele
Putala,
Wedad
Musharbash and Phillip & Jeanette
Ghioto.
At our first planning meeting,
Jeff Putala, emphasized the need to
make the meals palatable. Jeff said,
“We want these kids to enjoy their
meals - not just eat camp food.” We
were up fo rthe challenge thanks to
the efforts of Pat Thomas and Frank
Japour who partnered to provide
delicious food!
Sandy Keel, our “snack lady”,
arrived on Friday evening loaded
with chips, brownies and cookies
for the Friday evening snack. Many
thanks to all of the parents who sent
food! The kids were starving!
(Sandy continues to support Life
Teen by providing snacks for the
Life Nights. Call her at 221-5077 to
help.)

Saturday morning dawned with
a Continental breakfast of bagels,
donuts and fruit. No one left the
hall hungry! Kelly watched as
hubby Chef Doug Stephens fired
up the grill for a good old fashioned
hamburger and hot dog cookout for
lunch. It was the Labor Day weekend so a cook-out was a great idea!
Doug and his team of Jeff, Ray, Al
and Phil were following a flame of
their own.
Food for the week-end was
only one of our challenges. The
Life Teen Core Team had settled
upon the “Follow the Flame” theme
so the parents had to provide
decorations to support that theme.
Our decorating committee, Angela
Christian and her sister Joanne
Georgeallis, designed an enormous
active volcano that would serve as
the center piece of the dining hall
for the evening meal on Saturday.
The smoke from the volcano
spiraled upward toward a
luminescent icon of the Holy Spirit.
The teens all entered the hall under
the limbo bar into a room decorated
with Hawaiian accents.
Grass skirted Patricia Japour
and Michele Putala greeted all
campers with a lei as they entered
the hall. The menu was grilled
Hawaiin chicken, donated by
George Joseph at Mudville Grille,
with wild rice, salad and rolls.
Tropical punch with orange sherbet
was the beverage of choice. Our
own Tony Zeaiter donated a huge
sheet cake decorated in the “Follow
the Flame” theme for dessert.
That same evening we had an
ice cream social. Vanilla and
chocolate ice cream topped with
sprinkles, whipped cream and a
cherry went fast. The teens had just

returned from confession and they
were on fire for the Lord!
Six o’clock came very early on
Sunday morning. The delicious
aroma of french toast and sausage
greeted the ravenous teens as they
stormed the breakfast hall. A
certain young man named John was
seen to consume enormous
amounts of sausage! How could
they all be so hungry!
Teams of parents had been
arriving all week-end long to help
prepare the meals and clean up.
Sharon Jones, Deborah & Glenn
Blanchard, Suzanne Cox; together
with parents from Assumption,
Diane & Pete Royal, Chere & Cal
Chilton, Mike Cagle, Suzanne &
Glenn Wilhoite, Lynn & Anthony
Villotti, John & Kris Herndon &
Mary Toomey and Tammy Hartley
all arrived at critical times to help!

This group of parents helped to
prepare the picnic lunch for
Sunday. Sub sandwiches in red,
yellow and blue Saran Wrap
resembled burning logs supporting
the “Flame”. The kids arrived for
this last meal right at lunch time.
Their baskets were actually large
party bags donated by Partyland.
Jim and Donna Kling donated subs
and chips. Donna Ghanyem
donated boxed drinks and fruits.
Chocolate chip cookies topped off
lunch.
It was a great weekend for a
great group of teens! Another
retreat is planned for the spring.
If you are interested in teens
and making a difference in their
lives, please contact Jeanette
Ghioto,
Parents
for
Life
Coordinator, at 725-7559, for
information.
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The Spring
by Drew Baker
It was a hot summer morning.
All I wanted to do was go
swimming in the springs, cool off,
maybe see a gator, and they had me
out picking up trash along the river.
This weekend with scouts was
family camping at Manatee Springs
State Park. That’s camping with
the pack and the troop plus our
families.
As our service to the
community, we volunteered to pick
up trash along the Suwannee River
bank in the state park. I was given a
trash bag, along with others, and
told to pick up anything that was
not supposed to be there. I set out
on the foot path that ran along the
river bank, picking up trash. There
were large tree branches the size of
my arm along the path, and I had to
move them to get by because I
wasn’t going far off the path like
my mom (she was down in the
gooey stuff that you slip and slide
in, plus where alligators and spiders
live.)
I picked up all kinds of trash:
plastic shopping bags, beer cans,
one brown flip flop, a hairbrush,
small and large pieces of
Styrofoam, chewing tobacco cans,

fishing string with lures or bobbers
still attached, spray paint cans and
empty glass bottles that once held
soda, hard liquor or pickles. I never
knew how much trash I could stuff
in a trash bag, but those park
rangers knew. For they gave us
enough bags for every person, and
they were heavy duty ones!
We must have walked three
miles down the river and back. I
was so tired and thirsty, all I wanted
to do was get back to camp and eat,
drink and rest my tired feet.
There were some good things
that happened, too. I saw a brown
water snake that slithered into the
river when we started yelling that
there was a snake over here. I
found a bunch of large white
feathers on the ground near some
tree roots; it looked like something
had a good dinner! Ben found a
white egg next to some above
ground roots. He carried the egg all
the way down the path in his gloved
hand, and on the way back we
noticed the egg had cracked and the
insides were throbbing. As we
looked closer into the brownyellow goo, we could see a tiny
turtle about the size of a dime.
After showing it off to the adults,
they said it was an alligator
snapping turtle. Ben took the turtle

back to camp. There he let it go in
the swamp close to where we were
sleeping.
Finally, it was time to go
swimming, but the sky started to
turn purple, and it started to rain in
bucketfuls. I felt bad we were
never going to get to go swimming.
We ended up eating lunch under the
tarps, waiting for it to stop raining.
Then lightening and thunder came.
I didn’t think it would ever
stop! Finally, after two hours, the

Cadette Girl Scouting
by Patty Maroney
Welcome to the world of
Cadette Girl Scouting! I would like
to welcome back Cadette Troop
188. Our Cadette Troop consists of
Molly Crisp, Tara Crisp, Cali
Garland, Kristen Hayes, Sarah
Harrington, Kirsten Herndon,
Alena Maroney, Tori Matzen,
Brittany Shepherd, and Cara Titoni.
Most of these girls have been in girl
scouting for seven years and we
have two new girls whom I would
like to welcome to girl scouting.
Working with teenagers is very
challenging, rewarding and most of
all, fun. This is a challenging time
when girls are striving to assert
themselves as individuals and yet
are consumed with conforming to
the norms of their peer group. For
many young women, Girl Scouting
provides a nonthreatening way for
self-discovery as well as social,
emotional, and intellectual growth.
Currently, the girls are selling
magazines and CD’s through a
program called QSP. Magazines are
an excellent source of enjoyable
reading material. The whole family
can benefit! Our troop will receive
$1.00 per order and the girls have
an opportunity to receive “Otterly
Wonderful” recognitions!! We are
also selling Gateway Girl Scout
1999 Calenders. Our troop benefits
$1.00 for every calender sold. This
money enables our troop to
purchase patches, crafts and to go
camping through the year.

Some events planned for our
troop are helping out at the soup
kitchen for a service project, which
I feel is one of the most important
things about girl scouting.
Camping can be lots of fun for the
troop, but helping out in our
community is a very rewarding
experience for the girls. Between
this year and next year the girls will
be working on their Marian Medal
(Catholic Medal for Cadettes).
The Girls Scout Silver Award is
the highest award a Cadette Girl
Scout can earn. It is symbolic of
accomplishments in Girl Scouting
and community activities, as you
grow and work to better your life
and the lives of others. This Award
will enable girls to build skills,
explore careers, gain leadership
skills, and make a commitment to
improving themselves.
This year our troop will be
going on some Girl Scout camping
trips as well as independent trips on

our own. This will teach the girls in
the troop how to put up a tent,
explore different areas and have a
lot of fun. In October and
November, we will work on
patches dealing with the outdoors
at the University of North Florida
(UNF). Early next year, we plan to
go canoeing, which the girls are
looking forward to.
Our Troop Leader is Patty
Maroney and Assistant Troop
Leader is Carmen Gartland. Thanks
go to the parents of our Cadette
Troop for all the help they give. But
most importantly, for being a part
of their daughter’s Girl Scouting
experience. I would also like to
thank the parishioners and all the
Priests for helping to support the
Girl Scout Troops and Christ the
King.
Best of luck to Cadette Troop
188.

sky cleared up some, and we were
on our way to the Springs. They
said the water was 72 degrees, but
it felt like 32 degrees! Rob and
Hank were the lifeguards, and they
made us jump into the water and do
a swim test. That meant we had to
swim across the spring and back.
This determined whether we could
swim in shallow or deep water.
Well, I walked into the water,
and I FROZE! I had goose bumps
all over my body, and my lips
turned blue. Who said the water
was 72 degrees? Then I had to
swim across the spring, but they
didn’t tell me about the strong
current. As I was swimming back
across, I began to drift into the
waterweeds. That’s when I saw the
sign that read “Caution: Swift
Current.” I began to swim like
there was no tomorrow, and
thought of my family as I swam to
the bank.
The rest of the afternoon I
played in the springs, and looked at
the wild life that lived in or near the
river. Underneath the huge cypress
trees, there was a long boardwalk
you could walk along and over the
river. I saw fish jumping out of the
water, lots of turkey vultures in a
tree along the same path I had been
on that morning. I also saw an
alligator and different water birds.
We returned to camp after our
swim, and explored the woods
around our primitive campsite.
There were deer, wild turkeys,
some turkey vultures and raccoons.
The raccoons came close to our site
and in our garbage, because we left
it out instead of putting it in one of
those “critter keeper outers.”
At night, we went to the park
program put on by the park ranger.
The ranger said he has lived all his
life along the Suwannee River. He
talked and sang about his life
growing up by the banks of the
river. He also cracked a whip, and
it sounded like a firecracker going
off. He said his most favorite thing
to do in the whole wide world was
to be in his boat with a fishing pole,
catching red belly fish; then taking
them home, cleaning them, frying
and eating them. “No size is too
small,” he said.
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We are Pack 5

Manatee Springs Family Camping - Troop 5 and Pack 5
(L-R) Andrew, Belinda, Brianna, Dave, Ben, Chris, Radwon,
Larry, Jared, Keith, Josh, & Rausom
by Dave Waters
Hello again from all of us in
Pack 5. By the time this is in print
and everyone is reading it, Pack 5
should be somewhat larger. The
Fall
Roundup,
an
annual
recruitment drive, will have been
held. This year we are recruiting
from a local public school as well
as our own Christ the King School
and we hope to “swell” our ranks
both with boys, of course, and adult
volunteers.
Now, I could go on and on and
spend the rest of this article talking
about all of the FUN things the
Pack has done since the last
edition; the outing at Adventure
Landing, the camping trip to
Manatee Springs State Park, the
summer day camp, all the
achievements of the boys ... but I
won’t. As the first paragraph refers
to our “hopeful” growth, I thought
I would share something that I feel
is quite relative.
Scouting is all about growth.
The guidance and role modeling
provided by our adult leaders and
volunteers is specifically growth
directed. It is the spiritual,
emotional and physical growth of
our boys that is the foundation of
the scouting effort in the first place.
It is with this in mind that I present
the following excerpt from a
seminar on time management. I
think you will enjoy it. I hope you,
and therefore others, will benefit
from it.
The speaker, during this time
management seminar, stood in
front of his group of high-powered
over- achievers and said, “I’m
going to quiz you” He pulled out a
large one gallon, wide mouthed
mason jar and placed it on the table
in front of him. Then he produced
about a dozen fist-sized rocks and
carefully placed them, one at a
time, into the jar. When the jar was
filled to the top and no more rocks
would fit inside, he asked, “Is the
jar full?” Everyone in the class

said, “yes.” And the man said,
“really?”
He reached under the table and
pulled out a bucket of gravel. Then
he dumped some gravel into the jar
and shook it causing pieces of
gravel to work themselves down
into the spaces between the big
rocks. Then he smiled and asked
the group once more, “Is this jar
full?” Of course, by this time the
class was on to him and someone
answered, “Probably not”. “Good!”
he responded.
And he reached under the table
and brought out a bucket of sand.
He started dumping the sand in and
it went into all the spaces left
between the rocks and gravel. Once
more he asked the question, “Is this
jar full?” “No!”the class shouted.
Once again he said, “Good!”
Then he grabbed a pitcher of
water and began to pour it in until
the jar was filled to the brim.
Then he looked up at the class
and asked, “What is the point of
this demonstration?” One eager
beaver raised his hand and said,
“The point is, no matter how full
your schedule is, if you try really
hard, you can always fit more
things into it!”
“No,” the speaker replied,
“that’s not the point. The truth this
illustration teaches us is: If you
don’t put the big rocks in first,
you’ll never get them in at all.”
Now ... ask yourself ... What
are the big rocks in your life?
-

a project YOU want to
accomplish
time with your loved ones
your faith, your education, your
finances
a cause, teaching or mentoring
others
the important people in your life

Tonight, when you are
reflecting on this short story, ask
yourself this question: what are the
“big rocks” in my life? Please ...
put those in your jar tomorrow.
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Girl Scouts Get Wet

Learning to get in and out of the canoe are: Ashleigh Costanza,
Lauren D’Antoni, Angela Anania, Rebecca Yount, Ashlee Putala,
and Nichole Norton

At the dock is Jammarie Porter, Kristin McLeroy and Alayna
Carlson

The Swamped Canoe - Erin D’Antoni, Ashlee Putala, Kristin
McLeroy and Lauren D’Antoni
by Nancy D’Antoni - Junior Troop
91, Cadette Troop 98
Congratulations to the 16
members of Junior Troop 91 who
completed the canoeing course
September 18- 20th! Twelve girls
and four adults spent a wet
weekend learning water safety,
paddling strokes, and of course, the
Capistrano Flip! The “happy
campers” included Angela Anania,
Alayna
Carlson,
Ashleigh
Costanza, Erin D’Antoni, Lauren
D’Antoni (Troop 98), Nancy

D’Antoni, Kristin McLeroy,
Michelle Norton, Nichole Norton,
Jammarie Porter, Tina Porter,
Ashlee Putala, Stephanie Ricker,
Ashley Youst, Denise Youst, and
Rebecca Youst. Bravo!
GSUSA offers many training
courses for girls and adults. They
range from first aid and CPR,
aquatic training, life guarding,
camp training, and leadership.
More courses, too numerous to
mention, are available. Contact
your troop leader for many exciting
opportunities waiting for you and
your daughter!
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Boy Scouts Troop 5 Continues To Be Active
by Donna Baker
Wow!! The past three months
have been very active for Troop 5.
On August 25, 1998 the scouts held
troop elections, and Matt Viets was
elected to the position of Senior
Patrol Leader for the next six
months.
With the troop under new boy
leadership, and the scouts working
within the patrol method, a very
adventurous and active year has
been planned.
The weekend of August 28th,
Matt led the scouts on their annual
Troop Year Planning Conference.
The conference was held in the
Kingdome and St. Mary’s Room.
With input from Patrol Leaders
Jason Bray, Chris Demery and
Andrew Baker, Troop Officers
Jerome Bray, Chris Jones, Randall
Register, Patrick Bartosavage and
other scouts present, the year was
planned out.
Each month, there will be a
Troop and Patrol Leaders meeting.
Using scout spirit and woods
wisdom, they will decide on the
upcoming program feature and
monthly duties for the patrols. For
this year, they have selected the
following as their program
features:
- Pioneering
- Cooking
- Science
- Athletics
- Environment
- Crime Prevention
- Hiking
- Wilderness Survival
- Backpacking
- Communications
- Fishing
- Orienteering
- Boating
- Canoeing

Using these different program
features, the boy scouts will be
camping every month in different
terrains, learning and practicing
skills for their year-long goal of
two weeks of backpacking and
camping
in
the
Carolina
Mountains.
This year, the scouts will be
involved in a few fund-raisers. The
purpose of the fund-raisers is for
the scouts to pay their own way on
scout activities such as monthly
camping trips, summer camp and
the mountain trip, and also to
purchase patrol or individual
equipment. Thank you for your
continued support as we try to meet
our program goals.
As scouts, we not only camp
and have fun, but we do service for
others in our community. While
camping at Manatee Springs State
Park, we filled 20 garbage bags
with trash found along the bank of
the Suwanee River. The fifth
Sunday of the month of August, the
scouts participated in the hosting of
the donuts after the Masses.
Fall Scout Roundup was held
at 7 p.m.September 3 in the Parish
Hall. That night, Troop 5 took
applications of boys wanting to
participate in scout spirit and
adventures outdoors. If you missed
that night you can still apply. Your
son must be between the ages of
11-17 and come to our Tuesday
night meeting at 7 p.m. in the Scout
Hut. Call Rob Viets, Scoutmaster,
at 396-2242 for information..
On September 15th Troop 5
held their Summer Court of Honor.
The Master of Ceremony was Jason
Bray. This ceremony recognized
the scouts achievements by
awarding badges of rank. We
would like to acknowledge the
following scouts for their
accomplishments:

Writers Across
The Curriculum
Writing Across the Curriculum
is a new resource being taught at
Christ the King this school year.
Polly Lotze, who is certified as a
teacher consultant on the National
Writing Project, is teaching this
writing resource. Mrs. Lotze hopes
to
create
a
school-wide
environment
where
writing
becomes a means of learning in all
curriculum areas, utilizing student
published work as an incentive for
motivation,
enthusiasm
and
accomplishment.
According to Mrs. Lotze,
writing is a way of learning about
one’s self and about the child’s
developing world, of generating
new ideas, and of helping students
to survive in an ever-increasing
literate society. Mrs. Lotze hopes
to spearhead the production of a

school magazine, continue with the
Wee Deliver postal service started
last year, and have students
produce books written and
illustrated by groups or individuals.
These stories will be traded
between grade levels. Mrs. Lotze’s
goal is that by year’s end, every
student in the school will be using
the five-step approach to the
writing process and will become
proficient in communicating ideas
in writing.
Students will be writing
reports, descriptions, stories,
persuasive
paragraphs,
and
explanatory articles. Shared books,
guided reading, and modeling of
children’s writing are ways
children will be exposed to the
various forms of writing.

Court of Honor recipients: (Top row) Matt Viets, Jeremy Bray,
Julian Kuo, Rob Victs, Jason Bray, Larry Turner, Chris Jones,
Keith Chabert. (Bottom row) Jared Waters, Randal Register,
Anthony Hooker, Jared Lirrette, and Andrew Baker
The Rank of Life
Matt Viets
The Rank of Star
Randall Register
The Rank of First Class
Patrick Bartosavage
Andrew Baker
The Rank of Second Class
Andrew Baker
Scout Badge
Jarred Lirette
Keith Chabert
Jared Waters
Anthony Hooker

We would also like to
acknowledge the troop for earning
Quality Unit for 1998, and to thank
the Leaders, Troop Committee and
Christ the King Parish for their
continued support this year.
We are looking for adults or
businesses who would like to be
merit badge counselors for Troop 5.
This involves working with two or
more scouts on meeting the
requirements for a particular
vocation, hobby or sport merit
badge. There are over 100 different
merit badges from which to
choose! Please call Donna Baker at
641-0698, or sign up at the time
and Talent Booth held in the Parish
Hall.

School News
MOTHER TERESA
Upon the death of Mother
Teresa, the students of Christ the
King School adopted a service
project in her name. Each First
Friday, students are requested to
bring non-perishable food items for
an offering at the school Mass. The
food items are donated to the St.
Vincent de Paul Society. Boxes are
placed in the gathering area for
donations. We invite each of you to
join us in this worthwhile service
project. The upcoming First Friday
dates are November 6th and
December 4th.
BISHOP KENNY TRACK
NEWS
The Bishop Kenny High
School girls took an important first
step toward their goal of a fifth
state cross-country title yesterday,
winning the season-opening Katie
Caples Cross Country Invitational
in their own backyard.
Congratulations to Jessica
Newton with a third-place win.

AT&T
LEARNING POINTS
Christ the King School is a
participant in the AT&T Learning
Points for Technology. The
program allows schools to acquire
computer hardware and software.
Thank you to everyone who has
AT&T as their long distance carrier
and has listed Christ the King
Catholic School as a recipient. We
have acquired software worth
hundreds of dollars.
We would like to invite
everyone to register Christ the
King Catholic School as the
recipient of Learning Points. If you
have AT&T as your long-distance
carrier, please call 1-800-354-8800,
ext. 39216 or visit the website at:
www.att.com/learningnetwork/

The Christ the King Catholic
School account number is
00258446. Ask your friends and
family members to register for
Christ the King School. Thank you
for your help with this worthwhile
endeavor.
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Welcome to our Staff
Christ the King School also has
three people who have joined the
staff, but are not new to Christ the
King:

School ever since her oldest child,
Jeffery, was enrolled here in
kindergarten. Esther has been
married for seventeen years to
Christopher, and they have two
lovely children, Jeffery (7th grade)
and Rebecca (3rd grade).

In October of ‘97 she was asked
by Mrs. Morton if she would like a
job in the school office as an aide.
She readily accepted. Then when
Susan Lewis decided to accept a
position elsewhere, Esther was
asked if she would like to fill her
position of Secretary/Bookkeeper she accepted. “I love it here ...
Everyone is so wonderful, whether
at Church or at School. I wouldn’t
Carol-Ann Black
want to be anywhere else!,” Esther
Library Assistant
Carol-Ann
Black
began stated.
working as a part-time library
assistant at Christ the King School
this year. She loves to read to
children and this is her sixth year as
a volunteer sharing her joy of
reading to our 3rd, 4th, and 5th
graders.
Carol-Ann has been married
thirty-seven years. She has five
children and nine grandchildren.
She earned her Bachelors Degree
in History from the College of St.
Elizabeth in Convent Station, N.J.
Carol-Ann moved to Jacksonville
Imogene Praxedes
with her family ten years ago.
Aide for Kindergarten Class
“Christ the King was the best thing
that has ever happened to us since
we’ve been in Jacksonville, bar
Imogene Praxedes is a partnone.”
time aid in Ms. Goodbread’s
kindergarten class. Working with
children is not new to Imogene as
she was an aide in Ms. Ruhl’s class
a few years ago. She also works
part-time for Smart Corp., as copy
service for medical records.
Imogene has been married
twenty-one years and has three
children. Her two youngest attend
Christ the King School, and her
oldest, a Bishop Kenny graduate,
attends FCCJ.
Although Imogene grew up in
the United States, her father retired
Esther Flagg
in the Philippines where she
Secretary at CKS
majored in Psychology twelve
years ago. “I’ve never regretted it,
Esther Flagg has been and I love Christ the King. It’s
volunteering at Christ the King home to me.”
continued from page 6
sisters, and Mr. & Mrs. Faustini
stayed by their side through the
whole time while they waited at the
hospital for news of Khanh.
Everyone in the parish was
praying for him. He thanks all the
parishioners for their prayers
throughout this terrible time. He
believes that their prayers helped
in Khanh’s amazing recovery.
Kim’s fondest memory since
coming to the United States was
when the people of Christ the King
gave him a big party in celebration
of his new citizenship. It was the
thrill of his life to know that he
truly belonged.
His biggest surprise was the
gift that Father Baker gave to him;
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Welcome to our
New Teachers

New teachers at Christ the King School are: Cynthia McKnight,
Ellen O’Rourke, Elsje Maassen, and James Oehmann.
he now acts as Director of Sales for
the Car Channel on cable TV. Her
This 1998/99 school year son Matt is in the 6th Grade, and
brings 4 new teachers to Christ the Danny is in the Second Grade.
King School Staff:
Elsje Maassen
Elsje Maassen teaches Grades 6
Cynthia McKnight
Cynthia McKnight teaches and 7 Religion and Grade 6 Social
She received her
English for Grades 6 - 8. She was Studies.
born in St. Petersburg, Florida and education from the University of
obtained her Master’s Degree from Notre Dame in Australia and is part
the University of South Florida. of the ACE Program (Alliance for
She did some substituting for FCCJ Catholic Education). For two
until she was hired for a teaching years, she will teach in the Catholic
position at San Jose Catholic School system, and for those two
School. Two years later, her son summers, she continues her
Kyle was born, after which she Masters degree coursework at the
took a short break from teaching. University of Notre Dame in
Eighteen months later, she heard of Indiana. Elsje is not married. She
a position available at Christ the has one brother and one sister.
King.
James Oehmann
James
Oehmann
teaches
Ellen O’Rourke
Ellen O’Rourke is teaching Science to Grades 6 through 8. He
Second Grade. She was educated was born in Washington, D.C. and
at Jacksonville University and has received his teaching degree here at
been a teacher since 1982. She and the University of North Florida.
her family moved back to He wanted to work in a Catholic
Jacksonville last year after having school and accepted his first job
lived in Orlando for 10 years. Her here at Christ the King. He is a
husband Tim actually went to newlywed, and his wife Dawn is
school here at Christ the King, and also a teacher for Duval County.
by Kathy Nichols

Room Mothers
Plan Calendar Year
by Kathy Nichols

a gas-powered utility cart. He is
grateful to him because it has made
it possible for him to get his job
done faster. Lon stated, “My father
has much joy with his new cart, just
like a teenager getting his first car.”
Mr. Kim Do wanted me to end
this article thanking everyone at the
Diocese of St. Augustine,
Monsignor Jordan, Monsignor
Lenihan, Monsignor Danaher,
Father Baker, Sisters Therese and
Enda and all the priests, staff and
parishioners for all their love, care
and support. “I hope that I may be
able to serve you all and God for
many more years to come. Without
your love and support we could
never have made it.”

The Room Mothers for Christ
the King School had their first
meeting Wednesday, September
23rd in the St. Mary’s Room.
Future meetings will be held at
8:15 a.m. on the third Wednesday
of each month.
Monica Crisp took on the big
job of heading Room Mothers for
this year. This year we have a core
team to help share some of the
leadership responsibilities. A
number of issues were discussed
and decisions were made.
Room Mothers will continue to
pass out holiday cookies during
lunch hours. Monthly, there will be
a birthday cake for all the children
who celebrate birthdays that

particular month. This, in a way,
makes up for the lack of a party.
Those students will receive a
coupon to use in exchange for a
piece of cake.
Two events are scheduled for
November - On November 23rd is
Vision Screening Day. Anyone
interested in volunteering from
8:15 a.m. for about 3 hours, please
call your child’s Room Mom or
Monica
at
743-6035.
Grandparent’s Mass is on
th
November 25 .
Scheduled events and Room
Mother meetings need to be a
priority for all Room Mothers. If
you can not come, Room Mothers
need to get another mother to
attend for them.
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Nobody Plans to Be a Single Parent

Christ the King Courier (CTKC)
interview with parishioner Laura
Lefevre, mother of four.
CTKC: How did you become a
single parent?
LAURA: It was not easy! At
nineteen I was too young to be
married. I wanted to have a family.

We do not always learn from
our mistakes. Two years later I
married again, this time to an
alcoholic who also did drugs. I was
Back Row:
Lisa
so committed to making this
Amy
marriage work that I stuck it out for
Laura
ten years. By the time of the
divorce everything was gone -love,
Front Row:
respect, friendship, as well as our
Sean
material goods. Everything of any
Ashley
value was sold to buy drugs. Our
emotions were destroyed. Our faith
in each other, trust, everything was
gone. The only things that made it
out of the marriage were the kids
and me. I was a single parent again.
But now I had four children to
My first two girls were just a year raise.
apart. My priorities were being
fulfilled. My husband acted like he CTKC: Were you able to handle
was still single. He went out this divorce better than the first?
whenever he pleased and drank to a
LAURA: This was much worse. I
point that it affected his job. Our
was angry. I had regrets and I was
marriage didn’t last five years. I
full of fear. I was angry at myself.
was a single parent with two small
Why did I let myself get into this
children.
situation - and for a second time? I
could not figure out what the
source of making such bad choices
was. So much time wasted. All for
nothing. Time that I could have
Miami Regia is responsible for all spent with the children. I was really
Praesidiums in the states of Florida,
angry at me.
Georgia, South Carolina, Alabama
The fear was awful. What was
and Mississippi. All Regias in the
United States and worldwide are going to happen next? How would I
regulated by the home and make it alone? Who would I turn
founding Legion of Mary in to? How embarrassing to have to
Dublin, Ireland.
ask for help from my family, my
Our latest citywide event, the few friends, and even strangers.
Annual Legion Congress, was held
Saturday, October 17, 1998 at What effect was all this having on
Assumption Parish. A Congress is the children? And then the regrets.
held in order to help all Why couldn’t I provide my kids
Praesidiums learn from one another with a real family life? They were
and improve service to the Parishes growing up without their father
where we reside. The topics living with us.
covered were Evangelization,
Regrets haunted me. How can a
Catholic Materials used for Legion
parent
not regret having children
distribution, and door-to-door
grow up without living in a
visitation.
For further information, Please traditional family, without both
call any of the officers listed below. parents raising them together. Now
my children would be raised by a
single parent who would have to
spend a lot of time working long
and hard just to get the next meal
on the table.

LEGION OF MARY
by Mike Mackin
Greetings to all Parishioners!
With the upcoming Talent Fair, The
Legion of Mary would like to ask
you to consider becoming a Legion
member.
The Legion of Mary was
established in the Parish on March
10, 1979. We are a spiritual
organization whose object is the
glory of God, and the sanctification
of its members. This is achieved
through prayer and active
cooperation under the ecclesiastical
guidance in Mary’s and the
Church’s work.
The Legion is at the disposal of
the parish priest for any and every
form of social service and Catholic
action which the Pastor may deem
suitable and useful to the welfare of
the Church. Under the direction of
the Pastor, the Legion of Mary
functions to assist the pastoral team
in such duties as visiting new
parishioners, perpetual census,
visiting the sick, house-to-house
visitation and other special
assignments.
The Legion of Mary’s active
members meet weekly and
encourage daily recitation of the
Legion Prayers and Rosary. The
Legion of Mary has auxiliary
membership for praying members
only. Our auxiliary members say
the daily Legion Prayers for the
success of the Legion, and for the
faith community of Christ the
King.
Each
Legion
of
Mary
Praesidium in Jacksonville belongs
to the Jacksonville Curia Legion of
Mary. The Jacksonville Curia
belongs to the Miami Regia. The

CTKC: Who did you turn to for
help?

President: James Scott, 757-8423
Vice President: Lillian Abelardo,
721-1838
Secretary: Minda Buyao,
725-3469
Treasurer: Mike Mackin,
744-6659

LAURA: You don’t know who to
turn to. Fortunately, my parents
were there for me as best they could
be. My own family, including
grandparents and relatives helped.
Friends came forward and public
agencies are there if you can
qualify for help. My church and
parish school helped me in so many
ways!

CTKC: What kind of work were
you able to find?
LAURA. When I was married the
first time, I was working as a bank
teller. I continued in that position
until the divorce and for the next
two years until I married again.
Then I was an executive with the
Camp Fire Girls until the demands
of raising the children required that
I work in the evenings. I took a job
as hostess and cashier at a popular
restaurant. For the past year I have
started a new career working with a
large financial institution.
CTKC: Have you overcome the
anger, fear and regrets?
LAURA: I’m getting there. It
would not have been possible
without my faith in God and the
love and help from my relatives
and the friends at Christ the King
Church and School. The four great
children that God has given me are
the motivation that I get everyday
that helps me overcome the
mistakes that I made in the past.
CTKC:
What do Catholic
schools mean to you as a single
parent?
LAURA:
My children’s
education is just as important
whether I’m a single parent or not,
and whether they are in Catholic
schools or public schools. I feel the
Catholic school system offers my
children a better educational
opportunity, expects more from
them as students, and reinforces the
values and beliefs I live and try to
teach at home.
The structure for Catholic
schools is different from public
schools, and may be more
challenging for the students
attending. The tougher expectations
now will help to strengthen the
foundation they stand on and live
by for the rest of their lives.
I appreciate and thank God my
children have the opportunity to
attend Catholic schools, and have
the best educational system
available to them. I thank Christ
the King Parish for making a
Catholic education a reality for my
children instead of just an
unattainable dream and wish.
God has blessed me with four
wonderful children whom I love
very much. They deserve the very
best, including their education.
Catholic schools provide that for
them.
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by Bernie Sans
Director of Music
A wedding day is not just your
day; it belongs to the whole faith
community. That is difficult news
for some couples to hear, especially
couples who have dreams of a
storybook wedding.
Our idea of a “traditional”
wedding has been created by
Hollywood. But, there is no such
thing. The Church sees a wedding
as a sacramental celebration
between two people who are part of
a community. The wedding liturgy
reflects that. The wedding couple
actually ministers to the people
who gather for the wedding by
expressing their intention to make
the community’s story their own.
The wedding liturgy helps the bride
and the groom express their
commitment in a public way.
Beyond their role in the vows, the
couple is also present to worship, to
praise, to give thanks, and to
remember God’s deeds as they are
lived out in human life.
Here at Christ the King, the
bride and groom work together
with the parish priest, the wedding
coordinator and the director of
music to plan the wedding
ceremony. The wedding ceremony
is usually part of a Mass or a
Liturgy of the Word, a celebration
prepared with readings from
Scripture. The parish priest will
help the couple decide which
would be most appropriate for
them.
The goal of the liturgy, in either
case, is to encourage the full and
active participation of all who
gather to celebrate the marriage.
This can be done in two ways. First,
regard those who gather (the
assembly) as participants in prayer
rather than as guests to be
entertained. Second, use every
means available to let people know
they are invited to participate. The
people present are not just
spectators. They become the voice
of the Church.
Through their
participation, they offer wisdom

and support. Family members, and
friends who are invited to the
wedding represent the local faith
community.
To plan a wedding, couples are
encouraged to use the Sunday
liturgy as a model. Several
ministries are present in that model
- cantor, Eucharistic ministers,
ministers of hospitality, readers,
assembly - that can be filled by the
people that are invited to the
ceremony. Also, good attention
should be given to the role of music
within the wedding celebration.
Working with the parish
director of music involves more
than just picking out a song to be
played while the couple walks
down the aisle. As primary
ministers of the sacrament, the
couple has an important role in
planning the entire liturgy. Using
the same Sunday model, the couple
will want to think about:
- Welcoming- Ideally, the bride
and groom should be greeting
guests. If not personally, they
should choose greeters and ushers
who are gracious and outgoing and
can make people feel welcome.
Ushers should seat people as close
to the front as possible to create a
sense of community . Many
couples opt to have instrumental
music playing in the church as a
prelude while the seating is taking
place.
- Procession-The Walk down the
aisle is really a full liturgical
procession. It includes the bride
with her parents, the groom with
his parents, the wedding party, and

the presider.
Music- Music is used to serve
the liturgy, not to detract from it.
We don’t stop the liturgy to play a
song. We recommend that a couple
bring the text of songs they are
considering when meeting with the
director of music. Appropriate
selections
will
reflect
the
communal dimension of the liturgy.
So, a good look at the message the
songs’ words convey is important.
“Popular” songs may talk about
two-dimensional love, but they
don’t bring in the aspect of God
within the relationship. Those
songs should be used at the
reception. Instead, pay close
attention to the Church’s music
already in use and familiar to all at
regular Sunday worship. It’s
surprising how much of that music
is appropriate for weddings. In
choosing music already in use, the
couple’s wedding guests will also
feel more at home and encouraged
to participate. Also, the director of
music has a good pulse on literally
hundreds of pieces of music that
would be appropriate for a Catholic
wedding.
- Couples may want a cantor
(soloist) for the wedding. Choose a
person who can properly lead
people in sung prayer and be sure
the person will have the
opportunity to rehearse with the
director of music for more than a
few minutes before the wedding.
- Readings-The presider will help
the couple select Scripture readings
that have meaning for them as need
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be. Choose parish Lectors, family
members, or close friends who
understand the importance of good
reading of Scripture and will
proclaim, not just read, the story.
- Eucharistic Ministers - If the
wedding is during Mass, choose
parish ministers, or family
members and/or friends who are
Eucharistic Ministers in their own
parishes.
- Environment - Couples should
not feel the need to overspend on
the decorations or flowers in the
church. Simple is usually better.
The environment of the church
during special seasons or at
important moments in the parish’s
life
(First
Communion,
Confirmation, etc.) stays. The
church is a place where you
worship weekly. It should not be
modified beyond the season or the
larger parish celebrations.
When it’s all over, it won’t be
the clothes, the flowers, or the
pictures; nor will it be the band or
the limo that will make your
marriage great. It will be the quality
of
your
relationship,
the
encouragement of supportive
friends, and the closeness to God
that will really matter.
Top Tips for Planning a
Stress-Free Wedding
1. Contact the parish’s priest eight
months before the wedding is to be
scheduled. Then get in touch with
the director of music, secretary,
and wedding coordinator. They
will explain the parish’s policies
and guidelines as well as provide
materials to help you prepare.
2. Ask a lot of questions! Don’t
assume anything!
3.
Attend church together
regularly so you won’t feel like a
stranger at your own wedding.
4. Take time to rest and pray.

Continued from page 13
parts of the United States, there are
not a few Native Americans, proud
descendants of the original peoples
of your land. I encourage your
efforts to provide for their spiritual
care, to support them as they strive
to preserve the good and noble
traditions of their culture, and to be
close to them as they struggle to
overcome the negative effects of
the marginalization from which
they have suffered for so long. In
the one church of Christ, every
culture and race finds its home.
8. Finally, I wish to tell you of
the great joy which I experienced
last weekend in St. Peter’s Square

at the meeting of so many lay
members of the various ecclesial
movements and communities
which represent a providential gift
of the Holy Spirit to the church of
our time. These movements and
communities share a strong
commitment to the spiritual life and
to missionary outreach. As
instruments of conversion and
authentic Gospel witness, they
render a magnificent service in
helping the church’s members to
respond to the universal call to
holiness and to their vocation to
transform worldly realities in the
light of the gospel values of life,
freedom and love. They represent a

genuine source of renewal and
evangelization,
and
should
therefore have an important place
in your discernment and pastoral
planning.
An extraordinary and surprising
new springtime for the church will
blossom from the dynamic faith,
living hope and active charity of
the lay men and women who open
their hearts to the life-giving
presence of the Holy Spirit. As
bishops our task is to teach,
sanctify and govern in the name of
Christ, seeking always to bring to
fruition the gifts and talents of the
faithful entrusted to our care. I urge
you to encourage everyone to take

their proper place in the church and
to become ever more personally responsible for her mission. Devote
special attention to strengthening
family life, as the essential
condition of the well-being of
individuals and society. Draw on
the spiritual resources of the
various cultures present in the
church in the United States and
direct them to the genuine renewal
of the whole people of God.
Entrusting your episcopal ministry
to the intercession of Mary, help of
Christians, I pray for the priests,
religious and lay faithful of your
dioceses, and I cordially impart my
apostolic blessing. 
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Political Activity Guidelines
The following guidelines were developed in consultation with the General Counsel of the United States Catholic Conference and the
diocesan attorneys of the Florida dioceses. The Bishops of Florida have approved them for use by pastors and parishes.
I.

Parishes and other church institutions may, and in some cases should, engage in issue-oriented activities and lobbying. As a general
rule, the limitations on the extent of such lobbying would not be a problem for parishes or active church institutions, since lobbying
would be an insubstantial part of their total work. The following areexamples of such acceptable activity:
Educational efforts about issues and in support of legislation.
Encouragement of letter writing campaigns and other contacts with state or federal legislators designed to educate them and
to develop support for legislation.
Distribution of fliers containing a statement about an issue or issues before the Congress or the Florida legislature, and
containing the names and addresses of senators and representatives.
Preaching and distribution of pertinent information concerning particular issues, especially those affecting human life.

II.

Non-partisan voter registration campaigns and get-out-the-vote campaigns are proper and a recommended activity for parishes
and church organizations.

III.

Materials prepared for use in educating citizens, including surveys or polls must emphasize educative objectives.

IV.

Surveys or polls of political candidates may be distributed at churches, or reported in parish bulletins only if:
1.

the poll is objectively worded and objectively taken;

2.

poll results are accurately reported and free of bias;

3.

poll results do not contain discussions of issues;

4.

the poll is multi-issue involving various issues as discussed in the introduction of this document or other relevant
issues;

5.

the validity of the poll has previously been approved by the Florida Catholic Conference or the diocesan attorney; and

6.

parish bulletins containing reports of polls should point out that the parish does not endorse or oppose candidates and
that the polls are distributed to inform and educate voters.
(Note: Pastors and others should be wary of outside organizations seeking to distribute voter education materials
through parishes. The issues covered in outside materials may not address the range of issues of importance to the
Church. Moreover, their content, format and presentation may not satisfy’ IRS regulations applicable to Catholic
organizations. Though distribution of these materials elsewhere may have value, they still may not be appropriate for
distribution in Catholic parishes.)

V.

Evaluations of candidates or political parties should be avoided. Types of objectionable evaluations are as follows:
1.

encouraging readers or listeners (e.g., a homily) to vote for or against a particular candidate or party;

2.

labeling a candidate or party as “pro school choice” or “anti-life”; such a practice removes objectivity by not allowing
readers to evaluate a candidate’s position themselves;

3.

using plus (+) or minus (-) signs or similar markings to evaluate the candidate or party;

4.

rating candidates or parties on a scale of “one to ten” for example, or otherwise saying “X is good,” “Y is better”; and

5.

the use of marked sample ballots.

VI.
No diocesan or parish entity or organization shall endorse, oppose or campaign for or against any political party or candidate for
public office, nor shall any funds of any such entity or organization be contributed to any political candidate, party, campaign or political
action committee. Judicial retention elections are included under these provisions.
(Note: Parishes may sponsor unbiased public forums, debates and lectures in which candidates explain their views to the public but
there must be no indication of a bias for or against any candidate, any party, or any position. Those sponsoring candidate forums
should endeavor to invite all candidates qualified for election, have questions prepared and presented in non-partisan fashion, cover
a broad range of issues, give each candidate an opportunity to present views on issues discussed, and make no comments indicating
approval or disapproval of any candidate.)
VII. No diocesan or parish entity or organization, or other 501(c)(3) exempt church organization shall engage in voter education
communications which directly or indirectly suggest that a particular candidate or party should be supported or opposed.
VIII. Pastors or other religious leaders are urged to avoid endorsements, contributions, electioneering, or other political activity. Although
not prohibited, it may be difficult to separate their personal activity from their role as a representative of the Church.
The above guidelines are based on more extensive directives related to constitutionality and other matters. Questions which arise should be
referred to the diocesan attorney or to the Florida Catholic Conference.
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A Dinner of Thanks

Life Teen

Sister Therese imparts words of wisdom to novitiate,
Diane Iglesias
by Linda McCreary
The Christ the King Courier
and Life Teen staffs were invited to
a precedent-setting dinner held on
August 24th in the priests’ home.
Father Baker and the pastoral team
hosted the dinner as a special way
to say thanks to the two newest
ministries to evolve at Christ the
King Parish.
And what a thanks it was! The
before dinner celebration was held
on the outside deck of the priests’
quarters. It gave us all a chance to

socialize in a relaxed setting. A
good time was had by all.
They actually moved all the
furniture out of the living room,
and set up tables and chairs so
everyone could be seated and
served in style. The tables were
decorated with balloons attached to
decorative bags. Posters were hung
throughout the room, featuring
each new ministry. (Thank you
Eileen Porter for your efforts!)
The dinner itself was a feast!
The food was cooked to perfection,
with the priests going around to all

Christ the King Courier
the tables to make sure everyone parish value the dedication and
hard work put forth by all of us.
had what they wanted.
After dinner, Father Baker Everyone felt appreciated and
expressed to the two newest honored by Father Baker’s words.
An announcement was also
ministries how much he and the
made, which shows that our prayers
are being heard! Diane Iglesias,
age 23, informed the group that she
would be leaving to join the
Sisterhood. According to her
mother, Blanche, Diane had been
very active for the past few years in
the Campus Ministry at FSU,
(graduate of ‘97). This participation
encouraged her to pursue the
ministry further, and she is now
attending The Franciscan Sisters
T.O.R. (Third Order Regular of St.
Francis) of Penance of the
Sorrowful Mothers in Toronto,
Ohio. Our prayers are with her, and
to all who aspire to the religious
ministry.
That’s real teamwork! (L-R) Donna Simons, Judy Koziolek,
Our prayers also go to her
brother Bill Iglesias, who was to
Nancy Cronin, Lucy Norton and Joan Harmon.
influence and shape behaviors of would like to thank the team from deport for a period of volunteer
those around us. Therefore building Arizona for pointing out the need service at Madonna House in
Ontario,
an
trust is an important part of our take care of ourselves, mentally, Combermere,
physically and spiritually. It is so apostolate established by the great
jobs.
As the week progressed we important to remember that as spiritual writer Catherine DeHueck
learned about ourselves and how leaders we must focus on our Doherty.
The dinner could not have been
we relate to others. Through the use prayer life and discern what God
of surveys and active learning tools wants us to do and the path that we the success it was without the
many members of the group stated should follow. We set an example. special help of the following: Pat
MOMS Ministry would like to Thomas, who planned the dinner;
they would approach leadership
differently. We recognized the need take this time to thank Sister Paula Tony Zeaiter and his group, and
for team building while keeping in Hagen for recommending this Penny Johnson and her crew who
school and to thank Father Baker cooked and served the meal. A
mind the needs of the individual.
This experience showed us how for his support of our attendance at special thanks to the priests who
to develop our skills and to this retreat. We recommend this helped to serve us. Thank you to all
empower others as leaders in the retreat to anyone who would like to who contributed to this event. It
church. We enjoyed our week away learn or enhance their leadership was a very special occasion for us
all.
from the stress of everyday life and skills.

Survival School
by Donna Simons & Judy
Koziolek
This week was filled with much
anticipation as we began on
Sunday, August 2 a retreat entitled,
“Survival School”. As the week
unfolded
we
learned
the
importance of compassion, trust,
and developing a ministry as
leaders.
“Salvation is the soul of the
Church” and ministering to the
people is one way to lead. And
during the week a team of four
taught us many ways of
accomplishing this goal.
The team consisting of four
volunteers came to us from
Arizona, Terry Temple, Joe
Velasquez, Tricia Hoyt and their
newest team member, Paul Malloy.
They dynamically guided us
through an intense curriculum
which included personal growth,
stress management, power and
influence, situational leadership,
and team building.
“One way to develop volunteer
programs” they told us, “is to use
personnel skills to interview and
evaluate others and to empower
people and discern their progress.”
They let us know that as leaders we
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Spiritual
Awakenings
by Meredith Reno
“My Lord God, I have no idea
where I am going. I do not see the
road ahead of me. I cannot know
for certain where it will end. Nor
do I really know myself, and the
fact that I think that I am following
your will does not mean that I am
actually doing so. But I believe that
the desire to please you does in fact
please you. And I hope I have that
desire in all that I am doing. I hope
that I will never do anything apart
from that desire in all that I am
doing. I hope that I will never do
anything apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this you will
lead me by the right road though I
may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always
though I may seem to be lost and in
the shadow of death. I will not fear,
for you are ever with me, and you
will never leave me to face my
perils alone.”
Thomas Merton
“Thoughts in Solitude”
For many of us, Thomas
Merton’s prayer is a personal truth,
but we often search for guidance,
confirmation , and renewal. Here at
Christ the King, from September
21- September 24, we were given
the opportunity for guidance,
confirmation and renewal: Fr. Carr,
presented a “spiritual awakening”
mission.
The preceding prayer was read
by Father Carr and hit home for

many of us. Fr. Carr’s open, easy
manner, and dry sense of humor,
made for an awe-inspiring mission
that brought many people closer to
God and their own spiritual selves.
The first night was about selfacceptance, Tuesday nights talk
was about personal change,
Wednesday
night
was
reconciliation with Fr. Sean and Fr.
Carey hearing confessions, and the
final night on Thursday, was about
prayer.
Father Carr discussed the
matter of self-acceptance, pointing
out the irrefutable fact that we are
not perfect, only God is perfect.
But we can find consolation in the
fact that the closer to God we get,
the more imperfect we feel, and
this is okay.
In his lecture, Fr. Carr cited an
ancient Chinese proverb, ”I made
up just a few minutes ago ...’Unless
we change our direction, we are
likely to wind up where we were
headed’.”
Fr. Carr also pointed out that
we can talk with God anywhere and
at anytime. He is always listening,
always glad for the discourse
between us. As long as we have a
personal relationship with God, we
are never alone.
Fr. Carr will be with us again
during Christmas, and I know that
his discussions are sure to be as
fulfilling and enlightening as we
have come to expect from him.
Until we meet again, Fr. Carr,
thank-you from all of us, and God
bless.
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A Musical Tribute
by Meredith Reno
Saturday, September 26th,
Christ the King was treated to a
musical tribute to our Blessed
Mother, Mary. If you missed these
talented performers, you missed
something quite special.
The Saint Augustine Chamber
Choir performed a program
entitled, “That Marvelous Music
of Mary.” The Choir consisted of
nineteen gifted singers with vocal
timbres ranging from bass to
soprano. There was piano
accompaniment played by Shannon
McKay.
The choir is directed by Carl
Peters, who in addition to leading
this talented and diverse group, is

also a Southern Baptist. He
mentioned several times that not
only was he a Baptist, but several
choir members were also Southern
Baptists. It is significant in that it
expresses the increase in reverence
to Mary outside our Catholic faith.
That is a marvelous tribute.
The program itself consisted of
eight pieces. The first was “Ave
Maria”. I had never heard the other
seven pieces before, but they were
all wonderful.
They ended their program to a
standing ovation and performed an
encore of their spiritual piece
entitled, “Look at That Star.”
It was a wonderful evening of
music. I hope they will return soon
- perhaps a Christmas program.

Bishop
Kenny
Graduates ‘98
In the still of the night
The snowflake resounds
through the universe
As it lands at midnight,
Beckoning all who hear it to
Hearken!
And hear the newsThe Mother gives birth to her
child
and
He gives His blessings to us
all.
by Meredith Reno

Due to some omissions of
graduates in our last issue, we are
reprinting those CK students who
graduated from Bishop Kenny in
May. We regret the error.
Andrew Joseph Black
Brianna Lynn Borrelli ***
Kathleen Dorothy Cascone***
James Joseph Christman
Jaime Kathleen Council ***
Stephanie Ann Croft
Patricia Michelle DeLucia ***
Christine Marie Edmonds ***
Erika Elizabeth Elmer
Kristoffer B. Francisco
Shannon Lindsey Henry
Michelle Diane Hume **
Melanie Robin Kabat
Dana Nicole Kasza
Laura Elizabeth Loughran ***
Joseph Canlon MacDonald, III
William Patrick Macke
Stephen Daniel Mackin
Rachel Lynn Martin
Matthew Joseph McCook
Chris Scott MdKeon
Patrick Michael Mella
Michael Thomas Oleszek
Heath Joseph O’Shea
Tina R. Pastorini
Ashley Eileen Poag
Sharon Elizabeth Powell **
Andrew D. Riggan
Costandi E. Shami
Victor Carl Simon ***
Craig Aaron Soucek
Amanda Marie Tyndall **
Anna Maria Wagner
Lisa Ann Ward
Cynthia Loree Weedon **
Melissa Ann Whittaker
Joseph Michael Woerly
Katherine Hope Wrubluski
* Cum Laude (four-year
average 3.30 - 3.59)
** Magna Cum Laude (fouryear average 3.60 - 3.99)
*** Summa Cum Laude (fouryear average 4.00 and above)
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Queens & Kings Celebrate
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Christ the King Day Care

Queens & Kings 1st President, George Hollum and his wonderful
wife Lucy celebrate at 21st Anniversary luncheon.
by Marge Campbell, Historian
On May 15, 1977 with 18
members in attendance, the first
election of officers was held.
George Hollum was elected
President, Jim Testa, VP, and Fred
Pronk, Treasurer.
The Club was officially named
“Queens & Kings Club” on July
10, 1977.

As of June of this year, the Club
has grown to 68 members. Copresidents are Pat Humbard, Ruth
Fitzgerald and Walter Miller. Ann
Seravo is Secretary, and Bill
Campbell is Treasurer.
We invite all potential Queens
& Kings members (age 55 and
over) to join this exciting club!

St. Vincent de Paul Society News

Wanda and Andrew Magne and Russ Butzirus at St. Vincent dePaul
Society’s new office.
Vincentian is at their service; he
does not judge; he is available to
The
Christ
the
King assist.
Conference of St. Vincent de Paul
Mission Statement
Society is again planning to
distribute food baskets to the needy
International
Catholic
on Thanksgiving and Christmas. An
Last year we were able to fill and Organization of lay persons who
deliver 50 baskets on each of those wish to live their lives by loving
holidays and hope for a repeat and serving as JESUS did. No
performance this year.
work of charity is foreign to the
If you would like to be a part of Society, it’s ministry through a
this worthwhile project, we will be person-to-person
contact
glad to receive your assistance in encompasses every form of aid that
either:
alleviates suffering and promotes
Financial contribution-please
make checks payable to St. Vincent the dignity and integrity of
It serves everyone
de Paul Society, and note on the mankind.
check that it is for food baskets. regardless of creed, opinion, color
You may also put cash in an or origin.
envelope, noting on the envelope
that the money is for food baskets.
Then place your check or envelope
Holiday Baskets
in the poor boxes in the Church or
turn it into the Rectory.
St. Vincent DePaul Society is
Provide assistance in the again planning to distribute food
delivery of baskets on Saturday,
baskets to the needy at
November 21st and/or Saturday,
December 19th. With enough help Thanksgiving and Christmas. If
this will only require about two you would like to be a part of this
hours of your time on each of those project, please make your check
two days.
Please call Russ payable to “St. Vincent DePaul
Butzirus at 221-6709 if you can Society”, noting them for “Food
help us with this project.
Baskets” and place in the poor
“You have the poor with you boxes or turn in at the rectory.
always” (Matt. 26-11). The
by Russ Butzirus

Children from DayCare wait patiently for the bus to take them to
see “Elmo’s Coloring Book.”
by Teresa Little
Well, we are off to a brand new
year here at the Day Care Center.
The summer was exciting and very
hot. Our enrollment is up and we
have a great bunch of children to
spend our days with.
On September 3, 1998, we had
our first Parents Advisory
Committee meeting for the new
school year. The parents have a lot
of great ideas to assist us in the
coming years.
On September 25, 1998, we
had our first field trip to the
Jacksonville Coliseum for a
wonderful production of Elmo”s
Coloring Book. Our two’s, three’s,

and four’s were delighted to see
this great event and enjoyed the bus
ride as much as the show. We took
40 children and 32 adults and we
all had fun.
The only drawback to the trip
was the weather. It rained during
the day. Our picnic which was to be
at a lovely park with a river view
ended up being held in the
classrooms. The children didn’t
seem to mind.
A big thanks to the parents who
joined us on our trip. Without them
we couldn’t have treated our
children to this fun day. We, here at
Christ the King Child Care, are
fortunate to have a wonderful
group of parents.
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Christ the King Ministries
Lector Ministry
A Lector is an instrument of God’s grace
and proclaims His word for our Christian
Community. Call Lucille Guzzone, 7249617.
Daily Adoration
We need people who are willing to sign
up for one hour a week so that someone is
praying all during the day. Adoration is in
the Sacred Heart Chapel, Monday-Friday
from 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Please call Blanche
Iglesias at 725-3968 or sign up on Time
and Talent Pledge weekend.
Nocturnal Adoration
Held on the first Friday of each month
from 10 p.m.-6 a.m. There are eight
groups who rotate their hour each month.
If you would like to join us in this prayer
ministry, call Marty Polsenski at 3844392.
Eucharistic Ministers
Assisting the clergy in the distribution of
Holy Communion either during Mass or
by bringing the Eucharist to the
homebound or hospitalized. Candidates
are chosen by Father Baker as
recommended by the priests and staff
members of the parish. Elizabeth Tadros,
coordinator.
Ushers
Men and women who commit to attend
the same Mass every week. They are
requested to wear a navy blue jacket and
to assist the celebrant as needed. Call
Howard Sell at 744-5937.
Altar Society
Individuals who care for the vessels,
vestments and linens used in the
Liturgies. Call Anne Olinto at 725-1611.
Altar Server Ministry
Interested youth 5th grade or older and
who have received First Holy
Communion. Once trained they are
entered into a rotating schedule for the
Masses. Contact Jim Litchkofski at 6460694.
Catholic Scouting Committee
Adult individuals interested in providing
youth ministry through the scouting
program. Meets 4 times a year; organizes
and implements “Catholic camporee” for
all Scouts once a year; attend spring
awards ceremony. Training provided. Call
Nancy, 745-3751.
Life Teen
Youth ministry program with a strong
focus on the Eucharist. Meet Sunday for
Mass (usually at 5 p.m.) and Life Night
(fellowship) afterwards. Call Nancy,
398-1961
Life Teen - Core Team
Over 18, have a love for teens and are not
currently a parent of a teen. Meet on
Sundays at 6:15 p.m. in the rectory. Call
Nancy Powers at 398-1961 for more
information.
Parents for Life Teen
Adults or parents interested in supporting
the Life Teen program. Membership is
open to all adults regardless of whether or
not you are a parent. Activities are
creative, fun, exciting and diverse. Call
Jeanette, 725-7559/354-4846.
Sacristans
We help prepare for the celebration of
Mass. For more information on how you
can be a Sacristan call Ray Hauck, 6410205.

Music Ministry
Any individual who has a talent with
music or can play an instrument or just
interested in the Singing Choir, Handbell
Choir, Funeral Choir, or being a Cantor
for Mass, call Bernie, 724-0080.
Gift Bearers
Families, Individuals or Parish ministries
who want to bring the gifts to the altar
during Mass. Call Kathy Weedon at 2215468.
Mass Greeters
Welcome all who come to Mass. This
team may offer the only contact many
parishioners have in our faith community.
Great opportunity for adults and families.
Contact the chief usher at the Mass you
are attending for more information.
The Legion of Mary
Men or women who offer their services to
their pastor, to aid him in performing
spiritual works in the parish. Members
may
be
active
or
auxiliary
(praying).Weekly meetings are held every
Monday at 7 p.m. in the rectory. Call
James Scott at 757-8423.
Religious Articles Gift Shop
Volunteers who staff the gift shop before
and after Sunday Masses and Wednesday
Marion Mass. Call Maureen McCook at
642-2725.
Rectory Office Volunteers
Adults willing to volunteer a
morning/afternoon/all day Monday thru
Friday 9-5. Different positions available:
receptionist, clerical, computer operator.
Call the Rectory at 724-0080 for more
information.
Grief Ministry
For those who have lost loved ones.
Contact Isabelle Fusco at 724-5186 for
information on the next time they meet.

Stewardship Committee
Participate in a vital leadership group
devoted
to
discovering
and
communicating insights into Christian
discipleship and their application to
stewardship as a way of life. Monthly
meetings plus activities throughout the
year. Call Patricia Thomas, 724-0080.
Child Care Center
Adults wanting to share their talents in the
three
different
subcommittees:
educational, plant facilities, and fund
raising. Contact Theresa Little at 7247239.
Bible Study
Individuals wishing to study the Bible.
They meet Thursday mornings at 9 a.m.
and another group meets at 7 p.m. in the
rectory. All are welcome to join. For more
information contact Father Brian Carey at
724-0080.
Faith Sharing Small Groups
Small groups of people meeting in private
homes to discuss the Sunday readings and
sharing how these readings relate to our
daily lives. Contact Jean O’Connor, 7279590.
R.C.I.A.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Preparing people to enter the Catholic
Church through an inquiry and
catechetical process. Call Marie or Lyle
Stewart, 721-2849.
Vacation Bible School
A week long summer program (usually in
August) for children ages 4-11 years to
help deepen their faith and involvement in
the Christian community. Fun for
everyone. Call Diana at 928-9224.
Adopt A Player
People of our parish who would like to
contribute toward the cost associated with
registering a child for a C.K.A.A. sport
call John Largey at 743-8496 or the office
725-0338.

Sponsor Couples
Needed married couples to help engaged
couples discern if marriage is for them.
Call Jim/Mary Ann Middleton at 7433951 for further information.

Single and Single Again
Alone? Join us! We’re the Single and
Single Again Support Group, meeting
new friends and enjoying social activities.
We meet Tuesdays, 7:30 PM in the
Shirley David Hall. Call LeRoy, 7253472.

CKCCW
Our board meets monthly, SeptemberJune, to guide our seven circles who meet
at various times during the month. Our
General meeting is the last Thursday of
each month at 7 PM. We welcome new
members. Call Pat, 399-3198.

Childcare on Sundays
Christ the King Childcare & Religious
Formation for pre-school children on
Sundays in the Shirley David Hall. Free
of charge. Call the rectory for information
on how you can help in this ministry.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
We were founded by people who care
about the problems of those around them.
We care and would like you to share the
care with us. For information on how to
become a Vincentian call Russ, 634-8544,
x 1, and leave a message.
St. Vincent de Paul Transportation
Ministry
Volunteer drivers are needed to transport
parishioners
to
Mass,
Doctor’s
Appointments, etc. Call 634-8544, x1,
leave a message.
St. Vincent de Paul Visitation Ministry
We need volunteers to visit the
sick/elderly of the parish. Leave a
message on 634-8544, x1.
Clown Ministry
Come join the fun. Be a clown! We
minister to people of all ages needing
cheer. Call Janyce Jendryn at 721-7854 or
398-3911.
Marriage Encounter
A program designed to teach married
couples how to better communicate, to
strengthen and support Christian
marriage. Contact Emilo and Theresa
Gonzalez-Chavez 721-0012.

Advent Tree
A program that puts smiles on faces of
people at Christmas time. Those who
share time and talent in this ministry help
put up the Advent Tree with special paper
ornaments.
Parishioners
choose
ornaments to take home, purchase the
gift, return the ornament with the gift
attached to it. Volunteers needed to help
distribute the gifts to nursing homes,
orphanages, etc. Call Trudy Cameron at
724-0511.
Parish Council
The Parish Council is a consultative body
the Pastor can pray and reflect with, and
ask for assistance to guide in the overall
care/ministry of the Parish and the
enhancement of its mission. Meetings are
the first Mon of each month at 5:30 PM in
the Rectory. Call Mike Mackin at 7446659. It is made up of representatives
(President, Chairperson or Facilitator)
from each ministry in the Parish, as well
as representatives from the Finance
Council, Christ the King School, Christ
the King Daycare, Athletic Association,
Scouts, Knights of Columbus, Marriage
Encounter, Sponsor Couples, and
Wedding Coordinator. Elections are held
every two years to elect a President, vicepresident, secretary-recording, secretaryclerical from the body of representatives.

Christ the King Catholic School
Grades Pre-K thru 8th grade. The
principal is Janet Morton. The school
needs volunteers on the school board, at
the cafeteria, office, library, clinic, as a
room mother, etc. Call 724-2954.
Speakers for Career Day at Christ the
King School
On Career Day we need several people to
volunteer to share information about their
careers/vocations with the children. If you
would like more information, please call
the school at 724-2954.
C.C.D.
Opportunity for students grades 1-8 to
learn/experience the Catholic faith with
others in their age group. Sessions held
September-May in the school on
Wednesday 7-8 p.m. Sunday Mass
attendance required. Call Subdeacon Eli
at 721-3334.
C.C.D. Teachers
Needed certified teachers to teach grades
1-8 catechism. If you feel called to reach
out to young people this may be the place
for you. Call Subdeacon Eli at 721-3334.
C.C.D. Volunteers
Volunteers needed for Wednesday nights
during the school year to help teachers
and clerical staff. Call Subdeacon Eli at
721-3334.
Christ the King Courier
Interested in publishing a newspaper? We
need
proofreaders,
reporters,
photographers, etc. We meet Wednesdays
in the rectory at 7 p.m. Call Judy at 7240080.
M.O.M.S. Ministry
Ministry of Mothers Sharing, is designed
to encourage prayer, discussions, and
friendships between women of all ages.
Call Donna Simons at 745- 4881.
Hispanic Ministry
We wish to develop a parish ministry to
worship and meet the spiritual and social
needs of the growing Hispanic population
at Christ the King. We meet every
Monday at 7 P.M. for Bible study in the
Rectory. Call Rosa Townsend, 744-9231.
Habijax - Habitat for Humanity
Forms partnerships between those in need
and those who are willing to put their
faith into action by donating their time,
talent, and treasure to construct such
housing. Call Bill Damato at 642-8920.
Christ the King Clinic Volunteers
Staffed by Doctors, Registered Nurses
and ancillary support people from Christ
the King Parish. They donate their
services the fourth Saturday of each
month 9-1p.m. Call Janis at 398-4392.
Parish Nurse Ministry
Nurses who belong to Christ the King
Parish willing to volunteer their time and
talent to support the ministry of health
within the parish. Call Barbara at 7241776.
Christ the King Blood Drive
Needs Volunteers/Coordinator Twice a
year Christ the King Church along with
the Florida Georgia Blood Alliance holds
a blood drive. Call Marty, 384-4392.

K’ Cees
Organization of Catholic Women, an
auxiliary of the Knights of Columbus
Council 4727. They help/support the
Knights. Meetings are at the Knights’
Hall on Merrill Road on the fourth
Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. Call
Laura 220-7671 for info.
Queens and Kings
Our lively senior citizens socialize on the
second Sunday of each month from 1:304 p.m. September through June. Do come
to enjoy! Call Pat Humbard, 396-6073.
Knights of Columbus
Organization of Catholic men and their
families dedicated to promoting concepts
of charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism.
If you are a practicing Catholic man at
least 18 yrs. old, interested in fellowship
with people who share the same beliefs,
call Butch Ferrizzi at 641-3643.
Christ the King Athletic Association
(CKAA)
Serves children (ages 5-12, boys; 5-15,
girls) who believe that youth athletics
provide
valuable
lessons
in
citizenship/teamwork. Call John, 7438496/office 725-0338.
Boy Scouts
Troop 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys 6-12th grade. Meet
Tuesdays, 7 p.m. in the Scout Hut-Call
Rob 396-2242.
Cub Scouts
Pack 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys in 1st -5th grade. Dens
meet weekly in the Scout Hut. Call Dave
Waters 721-6567.
Girl Scouts
Girls of different age levels that meet
weekly or bi-weekly in the Shirley David
Hall after school or in the evenings. Call
Nancy D’Antoni at 745-3751.
I. M. Sulzbacher
Individuals who give two hours of their
time to 400-500 men, women and
children the third Tuesday of each month
by saying grace, serving dinner and
cleaning up the kitchen. Call Donnell,
743-6174.
S.H.A.R.E.
The fourth Saturday of each month 11noon. Anyone can participate either by
purchasing a share, volunteer to bag
groceries, or carry out food to a member’s
car. Call voicemail at 634-8544, ext. 2.
Beautification Committee
Individuals and families who want to
beautify the church grounds. Meet the
third Saturday of every month 9-12 noon
in the church parking lot by the fountain.
Come join us in beautifying His House.
Call Barbara Saar at 743-3430.
Church Decorating
Decorating the church and gathering area,
during different seasons of the church.
Contact Terri Vogelsang, 634-8544 ex # 5.
L ’ Arche Harbor House
Mutual ministry with members and
assistants, building community support
and awareness to the needs and gifts of
the disabled members of the L’ Arche
Harbor House family. Call Ms. Kelly,
744-4435.

Coordinator of Volunteer Services
If you would like to volunteer your Time,
Talent, & Treasure but not sure what you
would like to do or maybe you’re in a
ministry but not the one you want, call Al
Martin, 744-4302.

Respect Life
We are a ministry wishing to make a
difference in people’s lives either by
supporting the Saint Gerard House,
Project Rachel, Respect Life Pilgrimage
and the Diocesan Respect Life Program.
Sign up at the Time and Talent Fair or
contact Patty or Mike Maroney, 7439227.

Cursillo
A Renewal movement of individuals in
the Church who want to deepen their faith
and enhance their walk with Christ. Call
Carl Ludwig at 724 -8485.

Landings
Works with Catholics who have been
away from the Church for a period of time
and wish to return. Contact Jackie Davis,
743-6667.
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...WHAT ABOUT THE CHILDREN?
DOES IT TAKE A VILLAGE?...
Perspectives on Education
Never before in the history of
intelligent man has there ever been
so much time and money devoted
to the education and maturation of
children. Today’s American parents
are relentless at giving their
children the best: the best clothes,
the best education, the best
vacation, the best nutrition, the best
toys, the best electronic devices.
American
children
are
celebrated on their birthdays,
showered with gifts by Santa Claus,
the Easter Bunny, on Halloween
and even on St. Valentine’s Day.
Some behavioral scientists,
who evaluate records and massage
statistics, see in some trends a
confirmation of the reality that
giving our children the best of
material things may be one of the
least valuable things that we do for
them.
Just a generation ago, our
children were expected to be
obedient, honest, pleasant and
responsible. Some needed an
occasional paddling at home or at
school. Bad children were
occasionally guilty of a minor
misdemeanor. Really bad children
were sent to reform school.
School lockers had latches, not
locks. There was no need for locker
inspections–neither
deadly
weapons nor illegal paraphernalia
would ever be found. Students were
never
searched
by
school
personnel, no metal detectors at the
school house door; no armed police
in the hallways. Children were
considered “precious gifts of
GOD”–not “GOD’s mistakes.”
Many children knew by heart
the Girl Scout Promise or the Boy
Scout Oath. Children were
expected to be good. For them,
being
good
was
‘cool’.
Professional athletes, Walt Disney,
Superman and Tarzan were role
models committed to doing good
things. Every boy wanted to be
president. Bugs Bunny, The
Waltons, The Lone Ranger and
Flipper delighted children on TV.
Parents never had to worry that a
Beavis and Butthead, or the
Simpsons, or South Park or MTV
would ever rise out of the trash can.
Recently,
a
prominent
American woman wrote a book
titled, “It Takes a Village to Raise a
Child.” That was a true statement a
generation ago. Parents cared about
what their child did and they cared

Are you interested
in teen?...
making a difference
in their lives?
Call Jeanette Ghioto
at 725-7559
for information

about what other parents’ children
did. All parents believed in a moral
code of conduct. If a child was
misbehaving, any adult would
intervene. In those days the village
really raised the child.
When modern day socialists
say “It takes a village to raise a
child”, the word ‘village’ is a
synonym
for
the
word
‘government’.
Today’s politicians promise to
spend whatever tax dollars
necessary to save the children.
Politicians act as if the spending of
tax dollars to fix everything is an
article of our state and federal
constitutions.
In the 70’s, politicians spent tax
dollars to eradicate the crime
problem. In the 80’s politicians
spend tax dollars to eliminate the
drug problem. And now, in the late
90’s, politicians are convinced that
spending tax dollars will save the
children. Back in the days when the
village really did help parents to
raise their children, we Americans
were living under the mantra of a
code of moral conduct. We all

agreed that the code of moral
conduct was embodied in the
JudeoChristian
Ten
Commandments.
Schools,
churches, colleges, Girl and Boy
Scout troops, Big Brother and Big
Sister units, Girls and Boys Clubs
all taught the same national code of
conduct. Children knew that lying,
stealing, fighting, and disobedience
were wrong. Children were taught
that respect for human sexuality
was the hallmark of good behavior.
Current politicians will be no
more successful by throwing tax
dollars at saving our children than
their predecessors were in reducing
crime and drug use. It cannot be
done without the restoration of our
national code of moral behavior
that has served our nation from
colonial days. Today’s role models,
from the highest elected official to
the dogcatcher, from the best
professional athlete to the kid who
just made the varsity, from the giant
corporate CEO to the guy who has
a hotdog stand, all must believe in
and live by that code of national
morality.

In these days of instant
worldwide dissemination of events,
celebrities from the most prominent
to the lesser known have a power
for good or for evil which is
monumental. With such power,
celebrities can redefine a dictionary
definition
in
an
instant.
Irresponsible celebrities have
already made art forms out of lying,
stealing, fighting and sexual
promiscuity.
If we are serious about saving
our children, we have to put an end
to the public scandals that destroy
the innocence of our children. The
real evil of scandal is that the
innocence it destroys can never be
restored. The Man from Nazareth
used graphic language to condemn
adults who scandalize children.
(Luke 17:1-2)
“What about the adults?” is the
question we must answer if we are
going to save our children.
Article first appeared in the
Florida Catholic, April 2, 1998.
Reprinted by permission of the
author.
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“GOD’S WAYS
ARE NOT
OUR WAYS.”
Father Thanh was born in April
of 1953 in Nha Trang on the Pacific
coastline, South Vietnam. He was
one of eleven children in a devout
Catholic family.
His life in this war-torn country
was hard but, as he said,
“Americans made so much of the
war in Vietnam. For us it was our
ordinary way of life. We put up
with it and just carried on our daily
lives as much as possible.”
His vocation to religious life
began as a boy in South Vietnam,
but war and then Communist
control of his country in the fall of
Saigon in 1975 intervened.
At the age of thirteen, he
entered
the
St.
Joseph
Congregation,
a Vietnamese
religious order, as a candidate for
the brotherhood. It was a rigorous
life for any young boy–rising at 5
A.M., Mass, meditation and silent
breakfast. “It was very strict. I
don’t think I could handle that type
of life now.”
Yet life in the seminary held an
unexplained “joy” and he
persevered, having taken his first

vows in 1974, before the fall of
Saigon was to change his life
forever.
Sent with a classmate to a farm
run by the community, they stayed
together until 1978 when the
congregation was accused of
“illegal ordinations” and “illegal
residence” by the Communist
Government.
The religious superiors and a
priest serving the community were
taken away. Thanh and others were
put under house arrest for two
months. Then he was forced to
sign a paper that said, “I volunteer
to go back to my family and
continue my religious life on my
own.”
Sent home, he was
permitted to go to Mass, but not to
carry on any religious activities or
contact his religious superiors
without formal permission from the
Government.
He taught religious classes in
secret, participated in a liturgical
singing group, and met with a
group of Religious sisters and
brothers in a house after Mass on

Sundays to participate in “Bible
sharing”.
Then, at the age of twenty-six,
in his fifth year of temporary
religious vows, Fr. Thanh struggled
with the decision of whether or not
to join his family as “boat people”
fleeing Vietnam. He wasn’t sure
whether the proper response to
Christ was to leave or to remain in
his mother-land.
At the last
moment, he decided to leave with
his parents and nine of their
children, from age 2 to 5, and other
members of his extended family
including a cousin who was less
than 2 at the time...twenty-six in
all.
They climbed into a small,
family-owned fishing boat with an
old motor and a small sail. They
left the shore of Cam Rahn Bay
under the cover of darkness, hoping
to be picked up by any foreign ship.
The first four days at sea they
were caught in a storm. On the first
day after the storm, the motor died.
“We used the little sail to go on
from there,” he said. “The eighth
day we ran out of food and water.”
“We saw about fifty or sixty big
ships, night and day, but none
rescued us. At night we used a
torch to signal passing boats.
During the day, we used a colorful
cloth in order to alert them...By the
seventeenth day I was almost
paralyzed by weakness,” he said.
Three rainstorms probably
saved their lives. Each time they
were able to catch water, enough
for about a cup each. Because of
his parents’ piety and traditional
Vietnamese devotion to prayer,
they continued morning and
evening prayers and the daily
rosary in the boat “even in that
hopeless situation,” he recalls. “It
had a tremendous impact on me.”
After eighteen long days, the boat
finally landed in the Philippines,
150 miles north of Manila, a trip of
some 800 miles or so.
“We all survived. That’s the
miracle,” he says matter-of-factly.
Thanh and his family spent ten
months in a refuge camp in Manila.
During this time, he volunteered to

help other refugees who needed to
be brought to the hospital for
special care. From Manila, he and
his family traveled to Beaumont,
Texas. Eventually, he moved to
Hartford, Connecticut where his
former seminary classmate, now
married, was living. He lived in an
apartment directly across the street
from House of the La Salette
Parish, Our Lady of Sorrows,
where in time he found his vocation
renewed and changed–now with a
desire for priesthood.
At the age of thirty-three, after
just six years of part-time study in
English, he graduated “cum laude”
from his philosophy studies at
Merrimack
College,
North
Andover, MA. He took his first
vows as a Missionary of Our Lady
of La Salette on June 28, 1987, with
his parents and family in
attendance.
Fr. Thanh finished his studies in
May of 1990 at the Weston School
of Theology in Cambridge,
Massachusetts. He was ordained to
the Diaconate at the La Salette
Shrine Church in Ipswich on June
3, 1990. On May 11, 1991 he was
ordained a priest in Hartford,
Connecticut.
Fr. Thanh then spent the next
few years in two parishes in the
Archdiocese of Atlanta. He came to
Christ the King in June of 1996.
“I have found joy here working
with the Vietnamese community
and the parishioners at Christ the
King,” Fr. Thanh said. When asked
how he liked working in
Jacksonville, he stated “Everyone
has welcomed me with open arms.”
One lesson he is sure he has
learned is “openness to God.”
Musing over his many trials and
adventures, he says, “Twenty years
ago I never thought I would be in
America. Now I am here. Years
ago I never thought of becoming a
priest, now I am one! Three years
ago I never heard of Jacksonville.
Now I am here. Whatever happens
in the future, I have learned, like
Abraham in the Old Testament, to
be open to where God is calling
me.”

