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Your Mission in the New Millennium!
by Deacon Henry Libersat

Y2K!  The Third Millennium!  The 21st
Century!  The Year of the Great Jubilee–Jubilee
2000.

Entering a new century is a marketing firm’s
dream.  Everyone is thinking 2000; everyone is
planning some sort of celebration; let’s examine
the last century, project into the new century;
let’s make this a commercial success; let’s have a
big party.

There is nothing wrong with a good party,
nothing wrong with marketing services and
goods which help people live happier and
healthier lives, nothing wrong with reflecting on
the past and planning for the future.

We have a lot to celebrate, in spite of a lot of
“bad news.”  Let’s reflect, first of all, on some of
the challenges, disasters and heartaches of the
20th century.

In this century we have weathered two world
wars, a no-win situation in Korea and also in
Vietnam; we were embroiled in a highly
controversial action in Kosovo.  We witnessed
the Holocaust and the persecution of Christians
in mission lands and in areas once totally
Catholic.  Abortion is now legal.  Euthanasia is
gaining support.

Cancer and AIDS have become major killers
along with heart disease.  Mental stress is
commonplace.  Divorce, family breakdown and
lost moral sensitivity in society have become
new plagues.  The very air we breathe is polluted.
Water, sometimes, is scarce.

The presidency of the United States suffered
two major scandals–Watergate and Monicagate.
Trust in government and in government officials
sank to an all time low.  Grief, fear and anger
pierced the American heart and clouded the
American dream with the shocking news from
Littleton, Oklahoma City and terrorists’ strikes
on commercial aircraft.

Even our holy Catholic faith had its heartaches
and challenges: Vatican Council II remains a
blessing to most people but a curse to others;
many priests and religious left their vocations;
more than half of all American Catholics stopped
practicing their faith; and there has been open
disagreement with the authority of the Church in
moral and theological concerns.  A generation
gap in the 1960s has degenerated into a chasm
between “The Great Generation” and
“Generation X.”  Working parents have given
young children an inordinate amount of
unsupervised time in which experimentation in
sex and drugs has caused untold heartaches and
destruction.

The Good News
But, in spite of all this “bad news”, we’ve had

a lot of good news.  In this century, polio was
defeated. Many crippling and fatal diseases, such
as  smallpox  and  diphtheria,  have  been all but

continued on page 14
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Dear Parishioners/Courier readers:

This has been a fascinating
quarter for me. So many things
have happened, I can hardly catch
my breath. As a matter of fact, 1999
has been a very unusual year for
me.

Just this past quarter has proved
interesting. On a personal note, my
oldest son is telling the world on
August 21st that he loves and
cherishes Marci Allen and will
celebrate that statement in a formal
wedding ceremony. Consequently,
we have been busy at home getting
ready for out-of-town company,
fixing up/remodeling a bathroom,
setting up a rehearsal dinner, etc.

Then during June I took a long
weekend and joined about 12-15
parishioners and Father Bob in

Washington, D.C.  Father Joseph
Lamonde officially became a
Monsignor on June 6, 1999 and he
was also celebrating his silver
jubilee as a priest. What a beautiful
celebration! The Mass was
spectacular and Monsignor Joe’s
hospitality can’t be beat! We have
two articles on Monsignor, one that
tells of our wonderful time in
Washington, D.C.; the other shows
you what a difference a caring
person can make in our world
today!

I told Monsignor Lamonde that
our time with him was the event of
the year for me.

Then came the “BOOM!” Our
Pastor, Father Robert J. Baker was
appointed by the Holy Father as
Bishop of the Diocese of
Charleston, South Carolina! On
July 13 it was announced to the
world that we were losing our
pastor and Charleston was getting a
new shepherd. We have several
articles in this issue about that
historic event. He will be ordained
in Charleston on September 29 at
3:00 p.m.

It looks like next quarter is
going to be just as exciting!
Everyone is talking of the year
2000 as being a year not to forget!
For me it looks like this year, 1999,
is a monumental year! A year of
surprises, filled with special
memories; a year mixed with joy
and sadness, of love and nurturing.
It’s going to be interesting to see
how it  turn out in the end.
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From our Pastor
Father Robert J. Baker
Dear Parishioners and Friends,

Thank you for your very kind
words of support and promises of
prayer for me as I take up my new
responsibilities as Bishop of
Charleston, South Carolina on
September 29.

I thank you as well for the
warmth with which you have
received me as your pastor in my
two years with you and the great
example of Christian life you have
shown me.  The people of the
Diocese of Charleston now know
about Christ the King Parish
though my comments at the press
conference on July 13.  You are a
remarkable group of people, and I
pray you will continue inspiring
your priests serving here long into
the new millennium. 

Please continue to support the
building efforts for the Sister
Therese Horan Library and Media
Center, now underway, as major
funds are still needed to move into
Phase II of this project, which
involves the restoration of the
building that will house the library,
computer lab and science lab.

Your efforts for stewardship of
Time, Talent, and Treasure are truly
exemplary; and many parishes look
to you for a model of Stewardship.
Thanks to Monsignor Danaher,
Francis and Barbara Scholtz, and
Pat Thomas, the stewardship
message has been deeply rooted in
the life of Christ the King Parish.

This message needs to be
nourished continually so it will
grow even more in the future.

Finally, I ask you for your
prayers for me now as I prepare for

my new assignment and prayers for
me after my ordination as a bishop.
I am enclosing a model of such a
prayer for you.

Let me close with an Irish
blessing that Father McCarthy has
shared with me:

May there always be work for
your hands to do.

May your purse always hold a
dollar or two. 

May the sun always shine upon
your window pane. 

May a rainbow be certain to
follow each rain. 

May the hand of a friend always
be near to you. 

And 
May God fill your heart with

gladness to cheer you.

With love and prayers to all,
Your pastor,             

Bishop-Elect Robert J. Baker

Vacation Bible School

by Mary Ann Sullivan

Enthusiastic kids, teachers and
volunteers made for a successful
and fulfilling Vacation Bible
School the week of July 19.
Intertwined with learning more
about God and how to be a better

Christian, the children had
numerous games and activities to
keep them occupied during the
warm summer days. Smiling faces
and new friends were made during
this annual  event. Many children
(and volunteers as well) are
looking forward to Bible School
next year. 

See prayer for Bishop-Elect Bob Baker on page 28
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by Ann Franklin

First let me introduce myself
and my family.  My name is Ann
Franklin and my husband’s name is
Steve. We have been parishioners
at Christ the King for over 16
years. I’m a registered nurse
(currently not working) and Steve
works at First Union.  We have two
children of our own. Chase is 16
years old and attends Bishop
Kenny. Sidney Marie is 12 years
old and goes to Christ the King. We
also became the proud foster
parents of a little boy named Gus
about 4 months ago. He was 2
months old. 

I want to tell you our story of
becoming foster parents in the
hopes of encouraging others to
consider doing the same.  For
several years I had been praying to
the Holy Spirit to direct me in
doing God’s work.  I had
volunteered in several different
capacities but never felt it was
enough or as fulfilling as I wanted.
I knew it had to be something with
children because that was where
my heart was and the direction I
kept going.  One area I investigated
was adopting an overseas baby but
Steve, being the logical one, said
there must be children in America
that need help too, without the
large cost.  I thought about foster
parenting especially when I would
see or hear of families who were
foster parents.  At the time I’m sure
that Steve was hoping this was just
a passing phase of mine.

No doubt you’ve heard and
read recently about the great
demand for quality foster homes in
our community.  Well, last fall
Steve and I were watching the
morning news and they had a
segment on foster homes.  They
were appealing to people to open
up their hearts and homes to these
kids in need.

I told Steve that I felt we
needed to help these children. He
knew how important this was to
me, and being the supportive
husband he is, he told me to call
and find out what we needed to do.
I knew if I waited,  I would think of
a reason not to call, so I
immediately called the phone
number they gave on TV and
signed us up for classes.  I call it
my leap of faith.

We started classes soon after,
which we attended once a week for
10 weeks.  We still had many
reservations about doing this but
knew we could drop out at any time
if we decided this wasn’t really
meant for us.  During the classes
they do their best to make sure this
is what you want to do.  

They don’t sugar-coat the
realities of what foster parenting is
like.  There’s a lot of paper work to
do and at times it’s very tedious.  I
understood they had a job to do and
they were trying to do it the best
they could but there were times I
would get frustrated at how hard
they made it when they knew there
was such a need for foster homes. 

continued on page 29

Welcome:
We woud like to welcome the following
individuals and families to Christ the King
Community

Baptisms:
We Would like to announce the following people
who were recently baptized into the Catholic
Church

We would like to acknowledge the following
parishioners who were recently united into the
Sacrament of Marriage.

Deaths: The following people are recently deceased memebers
of our parish for whom we offer our special prayers.

Marriages:

Luca Antonio Bertozzi Dec. 19, 98
Ryan Allen Imler                   April 24
Austin Lawton Purvis                May 1
Luis Ariel Perez                       May 2
Esmoris Evan Arocho               May 1
Nicholas Max Glover                May 9
Latortelle Lynn Polochak          May 9
Alexis Ann-Marie Waters          May 9
Tyra Elaine Weldon                May 16
Chelsea Nicole Garcia             May 16
Isabel Ann Gendive Beck        May 23
Garrett James Smith               May 30
Huy Vincent Dinh                    June 5
Celina Antonelle Rumbaua       June 6
Anthonee Patrick Cecil           June 13
Brandon Aaron Bunag            June 13
Sara-Marie R. Saliba               June 19
John Christain Sherer              June 20
Jessie Havy Morgan                June 20

Cody Hoang Khong                 June 20
Amanda Anna Nguyen             June 20
Vincent Thai Nguyen              June 20
Brandie Morato Giles              June 20
Bradley Madison Surles             July 4
Jersey-Jenito Cuapiaco             July 11
Pedro Miguel Letourneau         July 11
Rosalynn Arissa Letourneau     July 11
Andrew Thien Duong              July 12
Nhi Maria Dinh                       July 11
Clayton Thomas Beining         July 18
Haley Rae Goertzen                July 18
Emily Mixson                         July 18
Rhiannon Nicole Browne         July 23
Lauren Ashly Dugan                July 24
Destiny Adalyssa Dugan          July 24
Christian McMenamy               July 25
Charisten Rachel Smith           July 25

Profession of Faith was made by:

Laura Diane Clausen Imler May 15 Timothy Allen Imler           May 15

Delia Alarcon
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Albanese
Daniel Ansloan
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Beaudry
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Brown
William Bushman
Edward Cahill
Patricia Carrier
The Thomas Ciocco Family
Mr. & Mrs. Tom d’Elia
The Adam Dugan Family
The Conrado Francisco Family
The James Fuhs Family
The Carlos Garcia Family
The Anne Hawkins Family

Shaina Kimmel
The Jesus Lerma Family
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Lerner
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Lourcey
Mr. & Mrs. Iluminado Mejia
The Lito Mendoza Family
The Tina Motel Family
The Nenita Morato Family
The Leopoldo Perez Family
The Bobby Quilang Family
The Rivera-Jones Family
The Charles Robey Family
The Mark Thomas Family
The Shawn Vestal Family
The Jason Waters Family

Ina Effie                                April 21
Edward Urbanek                   April 30
Kenneth Somers                       May 4
Sophie Martin                          May 9
Lynn Ann Collins                     May 6
Frances Reinhardt                   May 15
Julie Price                              May 15

Andrew Magne                       May 26
Katherine Munsch                     June 9
Dorothy Vallely                       June 11
Nona Seefried                         June 24
Emma Atienza                          July 1
Ronald Legowik Sr.                  July 6
Frances Martin                          July 7

Williams Toth & Sharon Kelly on
April 12.

Hung Dung Pham Nguyen and Hong
Thi Bui on April 18.

Hung Thai Nguyen and Thi Tran
Nguyet on April 25.

Marlen Vogt and Jennifer Morton on
May 1.

John Wojciki and Cynthia Arcusa on
May 8.

George Hale and Nicole Schneider on
May 22.

Benjamin Guzzone Jr. and Leslie
Murray on May 29.

Paul Kinser and Nilka Landers on June
12.

Tuan Ba Pham and Trang Thuthi
Nguyen on June 19.

Dung Tuan Dang and Khanh Thu
Nguyen on July 3.

William Baldwin and Rachel Kern on
July 17.

“Day of Reflection”
sponsored by the CKCCW

at Marywood
October 23, 1999

8:30 - 4:30
Breakfast & Lunch Provided

Cub Scouts Pack 5
Selling Trail’s End Popcorn

Call
Maureen Stephens 743-7769
Or Jennifer Baker 641-8775

OUR FOSTER
PARENTING STORY
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Used with permission by
Monsignor Joseph Lamonde and
Marines ~ the Official Magazine of
the Marine Corp, December 1998
issue.

Story by Fred Carr Jr.

Joseph Lamonde’s handshake is
strong and encompassing.  “I
wouldn’t want to be the enemy and
meet this man on the battlefield,” I
think. Then my eyes move upward
from the crisp array of military
ribbons above his left breast pocket
to the rank insignia on his collar.
On one side is a silver eagle.  On
the other is a cross.

Captain Lamonde, U.S. Navy.
Father Lamonde of the Roman
Catholic Church. Chaplain
Lamonde.  Or, as he introduces
himself, just “Padre.” Officially, his
title is The Chaplain of the U.S.
Marine Corps.

Lamonde tends not to count the
“firsts” in his life, but there is one
of which he is very proud–being
the first Chaplain of the Marine
Corps to travel on a regular basis
with the commandant.  “A
commander should be flanked by
two individuals wherever he goes,”
Lamonde says with matter-of-fact
sincerity, “his sergeant major and
the chaplain.”

Ordained a Roman Catholic
priest in the Diocese of Pittsburgh
25 years ago, Lamonde was
commissioned a lieutenant, junior
grade and completed the Chaplain
Corps Basic Course at Newport,
R.I. in 1978.  He immediately
began his service with the Marine
Corps by drawing an assignment to
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
Japan.

A normal variety of
assignments for a military man of
the cloth followed–a little time
aboard ship, additional assignments
with Marine units, including the 9th
Marine Regiment, duty in
Operations Desert Shield/Desert
Storm, and then a major command
assignment with Marine Forces
Pacific.  On April 1, 1998, he
traded his view of the Pacific
waves off Hawaii for one of the
rolling and well-manicured knolls
of Arlington National Cemetery,
just outside his window at the Navy
Annex in Arlington, Va. From here,
he said, he carried out his mission
of “walking around and turning on
light bulbs.”

The light bulbs Lamonde refers
to are the more than 500 chaplains
and religious programs specialists
assigned to the Marine Corps. “I
want to help them learn how to
touch beyond the pulpit,” he
explained.

That touch is not meant to be a
religious one, he points out.
“Spirituality is distinctly different
than religiosity.  Spirituality as an
individual, as a Marine, is built
upon fundamental goodness.  My
goal is not to turn Marines into
practicing members of any
particular faith, but to help them
become ethical citizens, filled with
integrity, and capable of living up
to our core values.”

His perspective makes
Lamonde a natural fit for the Corps
as its commandant, General

Charles C. Krulak, stresses that the
Marines return better citizens back
to society. The four stages of the
Marine Corps’ Transformation
process could become, as Lamonde
puts it, an outline for anyone to
build a powerful sermon.  It is an
example, he says, of “inspiration
leading to aspiration.”

“When good leaders inspire
their Marines, those Marines then
aspire to better and greater things,”
he explained.

Chaplains will always have a
pastoral role to fulfill, Lamonde
said, but their efforts must extend
far beyond the pulpit or personal
intercessions on behalf of
individuals beleaguered by
overwhelming events in their lives.
“We must help people understand
that honor, courage, and
commitment are foundationally
human values. We must help them
learn to live, not just exist.”

Since even by his own
admission, a relatively small
number of Marines attend chapel
services on a regular basis,
chaplains must reach out in other
ways, providing insight and
guidance outside the religious
setting.

“There is a wonderful, exciting
change taking place in the Corps,”
Lamonde said, “one that will
benefit every member of the
Marine Corps Family. “After a lot
of hard work and seeking the
advice and recommendations of
commanders, human services
professionals, and members of the
clergy, the commandant recently
approved the Marine Corps Family
Team Building program. As its
name implies, it will be a team
effort, and chaplains will play a key
role.”

Some portions of the program
are nothing new to the Marine
Corps Family.  Chaplains have long
offered couples’ workshops,
retreats, and counseling services.
What is new is the chaplains’
heightened role as a range of
quality of life programs are
standardized and offered on a
Marine Corps-wide basis.

“Our role is being
institutionalized,” Lamonde
explained. “Chaplains and religious
program specialists will become
the bridge between the family and
the Corps.”

Lamonde explained that the
mission of the Marine Corps
Religious Ministry is being
formalized for the first time.

“Warfighting Publication 6-12
(Marine Corps Religious ministry)
is currently in draft stage and will
be followed by three separate
compendiums–one for
commanders, one for Religious
Ministry Teams, and another for lay
leaders.”

Another example of the
growing role of chaplains is their
inclusion in the recruit training
syllabus.

“It is the first time that I know
of that chaplains are providing a
dedicated block of instruction,”
said Lamonde, explaining that they

provide recruits with five hours of
initial core values training.

But it is when they leave the
tight regimentation of boot camp
that some Marines run into
challenges that jeopardize their
careers and families. This is where
the Marine Corps Family Team
Building program comes into play.

Whether they are single or
married, when Marines join the
operational forces, they will find a
well-defined and easily accessible
program designed to help them
maintain their core values, allowing
them to grow personally and
professionally.

In their role as the
commander’s principal advisor for
Marine Corps Family Team
Building, chaplains will help
standardize and coordinate the
various quality of life efforts that
comprise the program.  These
include L.I.N.K.S. (Lifestyles,
Insights, Networking, Knowledge
and Skills); L.I.F.E. (Leadership is
for Everyone); CREDO (Chaplains
Religious Enrichment
Development Operation); PREP
(Prevention Relationship
Enhancement Program); and the
Key Volunteer Network.

“No matter where a Marine is
stationed, if he or she wants to
continue involvement in a program
begun elsewhere, they will be able
to do so,” Lamonde pointed out.
“And through more active
involvement in these programs,
chaplains will be able to break the
stereotyping that many Marines
have had–that the chaplain is a
resource of last resort.  We need to
be on the front lines of quality of
life efforts, helping our Marines
and families before they need
formal counseling or intervention.”

Assessing the chaplains’
success in helping Marines sustain
the Transformation is difficult at
best, admits Lamonde.

“We are tracking trends,” he
said, “in an effort to determine how
effective our programs are. “It will
never be scientific, because the
human spirit can’t be measured, but
there are indicators. We know, for
example, that at one installation no
Marine who attended a PREP
course has shown up on the local

blotter for spousal or family
abuse.”

In addition to their more
traditional offerings, chaplains
must be creative in their approach
to reach Marines, especially the
younger ones, Lamonde said. He
cites one example from Okinawa.

“I recently visited the 3rd
Marine Division. While I was there,
one of the chaplains held a free
showing of the move ‘Private
Ryan.’ Then he used the movie as
the basis for a discussion about
morals, ethics, and values. That’s
the type of forum which will draw
Marines into our ‘fold.’”

The commandant’s impact on
the Corps of today and tomorrow
has yet to be fully recognized,
Lamonde opines, but it will be
significant.

“General Krulak strongly
believes that the Corps exists for
two reasons–‘Making Marines’ and
‘Winning Battles,’ and that the
Transformation process is crucial if
the Corps is to succeed. But we
must first understand exactly what
Transformation is all about.”

Lamonde says the topic makes
an ideal basis for a sermon and is
one he has employed on numerous
occasions.

“When recruits graduate from
boot camp, they may look like
picture-perfect Marines on the
outside,” he begins.

“But that is only the beginning.
Through continuous emphasis on
core values, cohesion, and
sustainment, the individual Marine
discovers the fundamental
goodness that exists within all of
us. We inspire Marines to aspire to
reach their greatest potential. They
begin to feel and understand the
spirituality of being a good person,
of being a good Marine.”

“All of this is part of the
Transformation process, but how
do we know when it has taken
place? We are transformed when
our external actions reflect our
inward convictions. That’s what
Transformation means–living and
acting out what’s truly inside us.
And it’s up to our leaders to instill
and help maintain the three values
Marines need most in order to
succeed–honor, courage, and
commitment.”

Fostering the Spirit of
Transformation

Rita Walsh with Monsignor Lamonde at reception
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Profile: Seminarian Juan Carlos Ortiz

by Juan Carlos Ortiz and Donna
Simons

I was born in Medellin
Columbia, South America in 1969.
I am the oldest son of the late
Santiago and Gabriela and have
two sisters: Beatriz and Martha.
One of our special traditions as a
family was celebrating the feast of
the Virgin Mary on December 7th
and 8th. This feast was celebrated
not only by our family but as a
community. We would light
candles honoring the Blessed
Mother and celebrate Mass. At
Christmas time our family would
travel to different places to visit our
religious aunts. We would celebrate
as a family and with the religious
community. It was at that time that
I became aware of my calling to
become a priest and how to live a
happy religious life!

I always felt blessed with my
parents as role models. When I was
fourteen I admired my four aunts
who were nuns and also my two
uncles and a cousin (now a bishop)
who were priests. Growing up in
this environment I always saw the
connection with my relatives as
religious leaders and the love they
showed us as family members. I
was drawn to this life style and was
willing to open myself up to God’s
calling.  One afternoon, I was in
school when a missionary priest,
Father Francisco Bernal, came to
our classroom to speak to us about
vocations.  Later I wrote a letter to
the bishop asking permission to
attend the Missionary Seminary. I
was accepted and attended for four
years, but later was recommended
to leave due to my father’s death.  I
obeyed the Bishop’s
recommendations and returned
home to help my mother
financially.  I worked
approximately two years as a
supervisor in a textile industry and
later as a bank teller and a waiter in
the evening.

In 1992, my family was
honored with seventy-one other
families to attend a beatification
Mass in Rome. This was on behalf
of my cousin, Juan Bautista, who
was a martyr in the Spanish Civil
War in 1939. During Pope John
Paul II’s homily he spoke on the
importance of the church today, to
have Seminarians who are deeply
rooted in their commitment to do
the work and give their life for
Christ. This homily touched my
heart and prompted me to go back
to school to resume my studies.

With the help of Bishop
Gustavo, I continued with a
scholarship at Seton Hall
University in New Jersey. My
decision to attend this college was
to learn the culture in America and
find a diocese that would accept
Hispanic Seminarians.  I attended
this college for four years and
majored in Philosophy and
Religious Studies. At the time of
my graduation, I received news
that my mother was involved in a
car accident and died. This was a
very emotional time in my life.
After graduation, I flew home to be
with my sisters and then was faced
with my future. With the help of the
Archbishop, I enrolled in the Major
Seminary in my home diocese.
After three years I realized I was
being called back to the States.
Through the Internet I found a web
page on the Diocese of St.
Augustine and corresponded with
Father John Tetlow, Vocations
Director. I was impressed with their
apostolic work and how vital this
local church was.

Last summer I came to Florida
to interview with Bishop Snyder
and was accepted by the Vocation
Board as a Seminarian. To
complete my Pastoral year, I was
assigned to Christ the King for one
year. These past eight months have
been filled with love and
acceptance from all the
parishioners and staff. I’ve been
involved with Life Teen attending

their Masses, Life Nights and
retreats. I was commissioned to be
Master of Ceremonies during Holy
Week by Father Baker. This
experience was so inspiring to me
to see the faith of the people in our
community.  I am so proud of the
riches of our Catholic Church and
the traditions that it showed during
this Holy Season. Because of this, I
felt stronger and closer with the
calling of my priestly vocation. I
have also enjoyed the Communion
Calls having the  opportunity to
bring Christ’s peace to those who

are homebound. Since January, I
have worked with Catholic
Charities in the Legalization
Office. Through this office we help
the immigrants to get their legal
status in the country and needed
family support. I have also been
fortunate to be involved and attend
retreats within our diocese such as
Search and Young Adults. In
August, I will be attending Notre
Dame Seminary in New Orleans,
Louisiana for two years. Please
keep me in your prayers as next
year I will be ordained a Deacon!

Juan’s maternal family tree

Juan and Mom after Vesting
Ceremony in which he is
officially accepted as a
seminarian

Juan Carlos, 1992

Second cousin, Juan Batista,
beatified October 25, 1992

Confirmation Mass 1999, Juan Carlos with
Bishop Snyder at Christ the King Church

Front row (L-R): Uncle Father Pedro-Jose,
Aunt Sister Enriqueta; Second row: Aunt
Laura, Juan’s sister Martha Cecelia, Aunt
Sister Maria de la Cruz; Third row: Juan’s
sister Beatriz Eugenia, Aunt Sister
Margarita; Back row: Juan Carlos, Uncle
Garbriel, Uncle Father Julio Martin, Aunt
Sister Cecelia

Juan Carlos’ family (L-R): father,
Santiago; sister, Beatriz; mother, Gabriela;
Juan, 3 years old

After Vesting Ceremony in which Juan
was officially accepted as a seminarian
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Incarnationis Mysterium

Bull of Indiction of Pope John
Paul II for the Great Jubilee of the
Year 2000 (November 29, 1998)

CONTEMPLATING THE
MYSTERY of the Incarnation of
the Son of God, the Church
prepares to cross the threshold of
the third millennium. Never more
than at this time do we feel the need
to make our own the apostle’s
hymn of praise and thanksgiving:
“Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places, even as he chose us in him
before the foundation of the world
that we should be holy and
blameless before him. He destined
us in love to be his sons through
Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will. . . . For he has
made known to us in all wisdom
and insight the mystery of his will,
according to his purpose which he
set forth in Christ as a plan for the
fullness of time to unite all things in
him, things in heaven and things on
earth” (Eph 1:3-5,9-10).

These words clearly indicate
that in Jesus Christ the history of
salvation finds its culmination and
ultimate meaning. In Him, we have
all received “grace upon grace’ (Jn
1:16), having been reconciled with
the Father (cf. Rom 5:10; 2 Cor
5:18).

The birth of Jesus at Bethlehem
is not an event which can be
consigned to the past. The whole of
human history in fact stands in
reference to Him: our own time and
the future of the world are
illumined by His presence. He is
“the Living One” (Rv 1:18), “who
is, who was and who is to come”
(Rv 1:4). Before Him every knee
must bend, in the heavens, on earth
and under the earth, and every
tongue proclaim that He is Lord (cf.
Phil 2.10-it). In the encounter with
Christ, every man discovers the
mystery of his own life.¹

Jesus is the genuine newness
which surpasses all human
expectations and such He remains
forever, from age to age. The
Incarnation of the Son of God and
the salvation which He has
accomplished by His death and

resurrection are therefore the true
criterion for evaluating all that
happens in time and every effort to
make life more human.

2. The Great Jubilee of the Year
2000 is almost upon us. Ever since
my first encyclical letter
Redemptor Hominis, I have looked
towards this occasion with the sole
purpose of preparing everyone to
be docile to the working of the
Spirit.2 The event will be
celebrated simultaneously in Rome
and in all the particular Churches
around the world, and it will have,
as it were, two centers: on the one
hand, the city where Providence
chose to place the See of the
successor of Peter, and on the other
hand, the Holy Land, where the
Son of God was born as man,
taking our flesh from a Virgin
whose name was Mary (cf. Lk
1:27). With equal dignity and
significance, there-fore, the jubilee
will be celebrated not only in Rome
but also in the Land which is rightly
called “Holy” because it was there
that Jesus was born and died. That
land, in which the first Christian
community appeared, is the place
where God revealed himself to
humanity. It is the Promised Land
which has so marked the history of
the Jewish people, and is revered
by the followers of Islam as well.
May the jubilee serve to advance
mutual dialogue until the day when
all of us together - Jews, Christians
and Moslems - will exchange the
greeting of peace in Jerusalem.3

The period of the jubilee
introduces us to the vigorous
language which the divine
pedagogy of salvation uses to lead
man to conversion and penance.
These are the beginning and the
path of man’s healing, and the
necessary condition for him to
recover what he could never attain
by his own strength: God’s
friendship and grace, the
supernatural life which alone can
bring fulfillment to the deepest
aspirations of the human heart.

The coming of the third
millennium prompts the Christian
community to lift its eyes of faith to
embrace new horizons in
proclaiming the kingdom of God. It
is imperative therefore at this
special time to return more

faithfully than ever to the teaching
of the Second Vatican Council,
which shed new light upon the
missionary task of the Church in
view of the demands of
evangelization today. At the
council, the Church became more
deeply conscious both of the
mystery which she herself is and of
the apostolic mission entrusted to
her by the Lord. This awareness
commits the community of
believers to live in the world
knowing that they must be “the
leaven and, as it were, the soul of
human society, destined to be
renewed in Christ and transformed
into the family of God.”4 In order
to meet this commitment
effectively, the Church must
persevere in unity and grow in the
life of communion.5 The imminent
approach of the jubilee offers a
powerful stimulus in this direction.

The journey of believers
towards the third millennium is in
no way weighed down by the
weariness which the burden of
2,000 years of history could bring
with it. Rather, Christians feel
invigorated, in the knowledge that
they bring to the world the true
light. Christ the Lord. Proclaiming
Jesus of Nazareth, true God and
perfect Man, the Church opens to
all people the prospect of being
“divinized” and thus of becoming
more human.6 This is the one path
which can lead the world to
discover its lofty calling and to
achieve it fully in the salvation
wrought by God.

In his bull of indiction, Pope
John Paul II encourages the
faithful to see the new millennium
as an invitation for renewed faith
and a new hope. He recalls
previous jubilees and decrees how
the coming one is to begin. The
pope examines the signs of the
jubilee pilgrimage, the holy door
and the indulgence, and gives
particular attention to the doctrine
on indulgences. He concludes by
exploring the various challenges
that the faithful are called to
address in response to the jubilee
year.

Responding  to  my  letter
Tertio Millennio Adveniente,7 the
particular Churches during these
years of immediate preparation for
the jubilee are getting ready,
through prayer, catechesis and
pastoral action of different kinds,
for this celebration which is leading
the whole Church into a new time
of grace and mission. The approach
of the jubilee is also evoking
growing interest among those who
are searching for a favorable sign to
help them discern the traces of
God’s presence in our time.

The years of preparation for the
jubilee have been placed under the
sign of the Most Holy Trinity:
through Christ - in the Holy Spirit -
to God the Father. In the mystery of
the Trinity, the journey of faith has
its origin and its final goal, when at
last our eyes will contemplate the
face of God forever. In celebrating
the Incarnation, we fix our gaze
upon the mystery of the Trinity.

Jesus of Nazareth, who reveals the
Father, has fulfilled the desire
hidden in every human heart to
know God. What creation
preserved as a seal etched in it by
the creative hand of God and what
the ancient prophets had announced
as a promise is disclosed in the
revelation of Christ.8

Jesus reveals the face of God
the Father “compassionate and
merciful” (Jas 5.11), and with the
sending of the Holy Spirit He
makes known the mystery of love
which is the Trinity. It is the Spirit
of Christ who is at work in the
Church and in history: we must
listen to Him in order to recognize
the signs of the new times and to
make the expectation of the
glorified Lord’s return ever more
vibrant in the hearts of the faithful.
The Holy Year must therefore be
one unceasing hymn of praise to
the Trinity, the Most High God. At
this point, the poetic words of St.
Gregory of Nazianzus, the
Theologian, come to our aid:

“Glory to God the Father and to
the Son, King of the universe.
Glory to the Spirit, worthy of
praise and all holy. The Trinity
is one God who created and
filled all things: the heavens
with heavenly beings, the earth
with creatures of earth, the sea,
the rivers and springs with
creatures of the waters, giving
life to all things by his Spirit,
that all creatures might sing the
praises of their wise Creator,
who alone gives life and
sustains all life in being. Above
all others, let the creature who
reasons celebrate him always as
the great King and good
Father.”9

May this hymn to the Trinity
for the Incarnation of the Son rise
with one voice from all who have
been baptized and share the same
faith in the Lord Jesus. May the
ecumenical character of the jubilee
be a concrete sign of the journey
which, especially in recent decades,
the faithful of the different
Churches and ecclesial
communities have been making. It
is only by listening to the Spirit that
we shall be able to show forth
visibly in full communion the grace
of divine adoption which springs
from baptism: all of us children of
the one Father. The challenging call
of the apostle rings out again for us
today: “There is one body and one
Spirit, just as you were called to the
one hope that belongs to your call,
one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Father of us all, who
is above all and through all and in
all,” (Eph 4:4-6). To use the words
of St. lrenaeus: after receiving the
Word of God as rain falling from
heaven we cannot allow ourselves
to present to the world an image of
dry earth; nor can we ever claim to
be one bread if we prevent the
scattered flour from becoming one
through the action of the water
which has been poured on us.10

continued on page 7
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Every jubilee year is like an

invitation to a wedding feast. From
the different Churches  and
ecclesial communities throughout
the world, let us all hasten to the
feast now being prepared; let us
bring with us everything that
already unites us and, by fixing our
gaze on Christ alone, let us grow in
the unity which is the fruit of the
Spirit. The present task of the
Bishop of Rome, as the successor
of Peter, is to make the invitation to
the jubilee celebration all the more
insistent, in order that the 2,000th
anniversary of the central mystery
of the Christian faith may be
experienced as a journey of
reconciliation and a sign of true
hope for all who look to Christ and
to His Church, the sacrament “of
intimate union with God and the
unity of the entire human race.”11

5. How many historic
memories the jubilee evokes! We
can recall the year 1300 when,
responding to the wish of the
people of Rome, Pope Boniface
VIII solemnly inaugurated the first
jubilee in history. Resuming an
ancient tradition which offered
“abundant remission and pardon of
sins” to those who visited St.
Peter’s Basilica in the Eternal City,
he wished on that occasion to grant
“a pardon of sins which would be
not only more abundant, but
complete.”12 From that time
onwards, the Church has always
celebrated jubilees as significant
steps on her journey towards the
fullness of Christ.

History shows how
enthusiastically the people of God
have entered into the Holy Years,
seeing them as a time when Jesus’
invitation to conversion makes
itself more deeply felt. In this long
experience there have been abuses
and misunderstandings, but the
testimonies of true faith and sincere
charity have been very much
greater. An exemplary witness to
this is St Philip Neri who, for the
Jubilee of 1550, established the
“Roman charity” as a tangible sign
of welcome to pilgrims. A long
story of holiness could he told on
the basis of the jubilee experience
and the fruits of conversion which
the grace of pardon has produced in
so many believers.

I therefore decree that the
Great Jubilee of the Year 2000
will begin on Christmas Eve
1999, with the opening of the holy
door in St. Peter’s Basilica in the
Vatican, a few hours before the
inaugural celebration planned
for Jerusalem and Bethlehem
and the opening of the holy door
in each of the other patriarchal
basilicas of Rome.

6. During my pontificate, I have
had the joy of proclaiming in 1983
the Extraordinary Jubilee for the
1950 years since the redemption of
the human race. Accomplished in
the death and resurrection of Jesus,
this mystery is the consummation
of an event which has its beginning
in the incarnation of the Son of
God. The coming jubilee, therefore,
can well be considered “great,” and
the Church declares her fervent

desire to embrace all believers in
order to offer them the joy of
reconciliation. From the whole
Church there will rise the hymn of
praise and thanksgiving to the
Father, who in His incomparable
love has granted us in Christ to be
“fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God”
(Eph 2:19). On the occasion of this
great feast. a warm  invitation to
share our joy goes out to the
followers of other religions, as it
does to those who are far from faith
in God. As brothers and sisters in
the one human family, may we
cross together the threshold of a
new millennium that will demand
effort and responsibility on the part
of all.

For us believers, the jubilee
year will highlight the Redemption
accomplished by Christ in His
death and resurrection. After this
death, no one can be separated from
the love of God (cf. Rom 8:21-39),
except through their own fault. The
grace of mercy is offered to
everyone, so that all who have been
reconciled may also be “saved by
his life” (Rom5:10).

I therefore decree that the Great
Jubilee of the Year 2000 will begin
on Christmas Eve 1999, with the
opening of the holy door in St.
Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican, a
few hours before the inaugural
celebration planned for Jerusalem
and Bethlehem and the opening of
the holy door in each of the other
patriarchal basilicas of Rome. At St
Paul’s Basilica, the holy door will
be opened on Tuesday, January 18,
when the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity begins, as a way of
emphasizing the distinctive
ecumenical character of this
jubilee.

I also decree that in the
particular Churches the jubilee will
begin on the most holy day of the
Nativity of the Lord Jesus, with a
solemn Eucharistic liturgy presided
over by the diocesan bishop in the
cathedral, as also in the co-
cathedral where the bishop may
delegate someone else to preside at
the celebration. Since the rite of the
opening of the holy door is proper
to the Vatican basilica and the other
patriarchal basilicas, it would be
appropriate that the opening of the
jubilee in the individual dioceses be
done by having the statio in one
church and a procession from there
to the cathedral, by liturgical
reverencing of the Book of the
Gospels and a reading of parts of
this bull, in accordance with the
directives of the “Ritual for the
Celebration of the Great Jubilee in
Particular Churches.”

May Christmas 1999 be for
everyone a feast filled with light,
the prelude to an especially deep
experience of grace and divine
mercy, which will continue until
the closing of the Jubilee Year on
the day of the Epiphany of Our
Lord Jesus Christ, January 6, 2001.
Let all the faithful welcome the
invitation of the angels who
ceaselessly proclaim: “Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth
peace among men with whom he is
pleased” (Lk 2:14). Thus the
Christmas season will be the
pulsing heart of the Holy Year,
bringing to the life of the Church an

infusion of the copious gifts of the
Spirit for a new evangelization.

7. In the course of its history,
the institution of the jubilee has
been enriched by signs which attest
to the faith and foster the devotion
of the Christian people. Among
these, the first is the notion of
pilgrimage, which is linked to the
situation of man who readily
describes his life as a journey. From
birth to death, the condition of each
individual is that of the homo
viator. Sacred Scripture, for its part,
often attests to the special
significance of setting out to go to
sacred places. There was a tradition
that the Israelite go on pilgrimage
to the city where the Ark of the
Covenant was kept, or visit the
shrine at Bethel (cf. Jgs 20:18), or
the one at Shiloh where the prayer
of Samuel’s mother, Hannah, was
heard (cf. I Sam I:3). Willingly
subjecting himself to the Law,
Jesus too went with Mary and
Joseph as a pilgrim to the Holy City
of Jerusalem (cf. Lk 2:41). The
history of the Church is the living
account of an unfinished
pilgrimage. To journey to the city
of Sts. Peter and Paul, to the Holy
Land, or to the old and new shrines
dedicated to the Virgin Mary and
the saints: this is the goal of
countless members of the faithful
who find nourishment for their
devotion in this way.

Pilgrimages have always been a
significant part of the life of the
faithful, assuming different cultural
forms in different ages. A
pilgrimage evokes the believer’s
personal journey in the footsteps of
the Redeemer: it is an exercise of
practical asceticism, of repentance
for human weaknesses, of constant
vigilance over one’s own frailty, of
interior preparation for a change of
heart. Through vigils, fasting and
prayer, the pilgrim progresses
along the path of Christian
perfection. striving to attain, with
the support of God’s grace, “the
state of the perfect man, to the
measure of the full maturity of
Christ” (Eph 4:13).

8. In addition to pilgrimage,
there is the sign of the holy door,
opened for the first time in the
Basilica of the Most Holy Savior at
the Lateran during the jubilee of
1423. It evokes the passage from
sin to grace which every Christian
is called to accomplish. Jesus said:
“I am the door” (Jn 10:7), in order
to make it clear that no one can
come to the Father except through
Him. This designation which Jesus
applies to himself testifies to the
fact that He alone is the Savior sent
by the Father. There is only one
way that opens wide the entrance
into the life of communion with
God: this is Jesus, the one and
absolute way to salvation. To Him
alone can the words of the Psalmist
be applied in full truth: “This is the
door of the Lord where the just may
enter” (Ps 118:20).

To focus upon the door is to
recall the responsibility of every
believer to cross its threshold. To
pass through that door means to
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord; it
is to strengthen faith in Him in
order to live the new life which He
has given us. It is a decision which
presumes freedom to choose and

also the courage to leave something
behind, in the knowledge that what
is gained is divine life (cf. Mt
13:44-46). It is in this spirit that the
pope will be the first to pass
through the holy door on the night
between December 24 and 25,
1999. Crossing its threshold, he
will show to the Church and to the
world the Holy Gospel, the
wellspring of life and hope for the
coming third millennium. Through
the holy door, “symbolically more
spacious at the end of a
millennium,” Christ will lead us
more deeply into the Church, His
Body and His Bride. In this way we
see how rich in meaning are the
words of the apostle Peter when he
writes that, united to Christ, we too
are built, like living stones, “into a
spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God” (1
Pt2:5).

I decree that throughout the
entire jubilee all the faithful,
properly prepared, be able to
make abundant use of the gift of
the indulgence, according to the
directives which accompany this
bull.

9. Another distinctive sign, and
one familiar to the faithful, is the
indulgence, which is one of the
constitutive elements of the jubilee.
The indulgence discloses the
fullness of the Father’s mercy, who
offers everyone His love, expressed
primarily in the forgiveness of sins.
Normally, God the Father grants
His pardon through the Sacrament
of  Penance  and  Reconciliation.14
Free and conscious surrender to
grave sin, in fact, separates the
believer from the life of grace with
God and therefore excludes the
believer from the holiness to which
he is called. Having received from
Christ the power to forgive in His
name (cf. Mt 16:19; Jn 20:23), the
Church is in the world as the living
presence of the love of God who
leans down to every human
weakness in order to gather it into
the embrace of His mercy. It is
precisely through the ministry of
the Church that God diffuses His
mercy in the world, by means of
that precious gift which from very
ancient times has been called
“indulgence.”

The Sacrament of Penance
offers the sinner “a new possibility
to convert and to recover the grace
of justification”15 won by the
sacrifice of Christ. The sinner thus
enters the life of God anew and
shares fully in the life of the
Church. Confessing his own sins,
the believer truly receives pardon
and can once more take part in the
Eucharist as the sign that he has
again found communion with the
Father and with His Church. From
the first centuries, however, the
Church has always been
profoundly convinced that pardon,
freely granted by God, implies in
consequence a real change of life,
the gradual elimination of evil
within, a renewal in our way of
living. The sacramental action had

continued on page 8
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to be combined with an existential
act, with a real cleansing from
fault, precisely what is called
penance. Pardon does not imply
that this existential process
becomes superfluous, but rather
that it acquires a meaning. that it is
accepted and welcomed.

Reconciliation with God does
not mean that there are no enduring
consequences of sin from which we
must be purified. It is precisely in
this context that the indulgence
becomes important, since it is an
expression of the “total gift of the
mercy of God.”16 With the
indulgence, the repentant sinner
receives a remission of the
temporal punishment due for the
sins already forgiven as regards the
fault.

10. Because it offends the
holiness and justice of God and
scorns God’s personal friendship
with man, sin has a twofold
consequence In the first place, if it
is grave, it involves deprivation of
communion with God and, in
consequence, exclusion from a
share in eternal life. To the
repentant sinner, however, God in
His mercy grants pardon of grave
sin and remission of the “eternal
punishment” which it would bring.

In the second place, “every sin,
even venial, entails an unhealthy
attachment to creatures, which
must be purified either here on
earth, or after death in the state
called purgatory. This purification
frees one from what is called the
‘temporal punishment’ of sin,”17
and this expiation removes
whatever impedes full communion
with God and with one’s brothers
and sisters.

Revelation  also  teaches that
the Christian is not alone on the
path of conversion. In Christ and
through Christ, his life is linked by
a mysterious bond to the lives of all
other Christians in the supernatural
union of the Mystical Body. This
establishes among the faithful a
marvellous exchange of spiritual
gifts, in virtue of which the holiness
of one benefits others in a way far
exceeding the harm which the sin
of one has inflicted upon others.
There are people who leave in their
wake a surfeit of love, of suffering
borne well, of purity and truth,
which involves and sustains others.
This is the reality of
“vicariousness,” upon which the
entire mystery of Christ is founded.
His superabundant love saves us
all. Yet it is part of the grandeur of
Christ’s love not to leave us in the
condition of passive recipients, but
to draw us into His saving work
and, in particular, into His passion.
This is said in the famous passage
of the Letter to the Colossians: “In
my flesh I complete what is lacking
in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of
his Body, that is, the Church”(l:24).

This profound truth is also
wonderfully expressed in a passage
of the Book of Revelation, where
the Church is described as a bride
dressed in a simple robe of white
linen, the finest linen, bright and
pure And St. John says: “The fine
linen is the righteous deeds of the
saints” (Rv l9~8). In fact, in the
lives of the saints the bright linen is
woven to become the robe of
eternal life.

Everything comes from Christ,
but since we belong to Him,
whatever is ours also becomes His
and acquires a healing power. This
is what is meant by “the treasures
of the Church,” which are the good
works of the saints. To pray in order
to gain the indulgence means to
enter into this spiritual communion
and therefore to open oneself
totally to others. In the spiritual
realm, too, no one lives for himself
alone. And salutary concern for the
salvation of one’s own soul is freed
from fear and selfishness only
when it becomes concern for the
salvation of others as well This is
the reality of the communion of
saints, the mystery of “vicarious
life,” of prayer as the means of
union with Christ and His saints.
He takes us with Him in order that
we may weave with Him the white
robe of the new humanity, the robe
of bright linen which clothes the
Bride of Christ.

This doctrine on indulgences
therefore “teaches firstly how sad
and bitter it is to have abandoned
the Lord God (cf. Jer 2:19). When
they gain indulgences, the faithful
understand that by their own
strength they would not be able to
make good the evil which by
sinning they have done to
themselves and to the entire
community, and therefore they are
stirred to saving deeds of
humility.”’18 Furthermore, the
truth about the communion of
saints which unites believers to
Christ and to one another, reveals
how much each of us can help
others - living or dead - to become
ever more intimately united with
the Father in heaven.

Drawing on these doctrinal
reasons and interpreting the
motherly intuition of the Church, I
decree that throughout the entire
jubilee all the faithful, properly
prepared, be able to make abundant
use of the gift of the indulgence,
according to the directives which
accompany this bull. 

11. These signs have long been
part of the traditional celebration of
Jubilees. Nor will the people of
God fail to recognize other possible
signs of the mercy of God at work
in the jubilee. In my apostolic letter
Tertio~Millennio Adveniente, I
suggested some which may help
people to live the exceptional grace
of the jubilee with greater fervor.
19 I recall them briefly here.

First of all, the sign of the
purification of memory; this calls
everyone to make an act of courage
and humility in recognizing the
wrongs done by those who have
borne or bear the name of
Christian.

By its nature, the Holy Year is a
time when we are called to
conversion. This is the first word of
the preaching of Jesus, which
significantly enough is linked with
readiness to believe: “Repent and
believe the Good News” (Mk 1:15).
The imperative put by Christ flows
from realization of the fact that “the
time is fulfilled” (Mk 1:15). The
fulfillment of God’s time becomes
a summons to conversion, which is
in the first place an effect of grace.
It is the Spirit who impels each of
us to “return into ourselves” and to
see the need to go back to the

Father’s house (cf. Lk 15:17-20).
Examination of conscience is
therefore one of the most decisive
moments of life It places each
individual before the truth of his
own life. Thus he discovers the
distance which separates his deeds
from the ideal which he had set
himself.

The history of the Church is a
history of holiness. The New
Testament strongly states this mark
of the baptized: they are “saints” to
the extent that, being separate from
the world insofar as the latter is
subject to the Evil One, they
consecrate themselves to
worshiping the one true God. In
fact, this holiness is evident not
only in the lives of the many saints
and beati recognized by the
Church, but also in the lives of the
immense host of unknown men and
women whose number it is
impossible to calculate (cf. Rv 7:9).
Their lives attest to the truth of the
Gospel and offer the world a visible
sign that perfection is possible. Yet
it must be acknowledged that
history also records events which
constitute a counter-testimony to
Christianity Because of the bond
which unites us to one another in
the Mystical Body, all of us, though
not personally responsible and
without encroaching on the
judgment of God who alone knows
every heart, bear the burden of the
errors and faults of those who have
gone before us. Yet we too, sons
and daughters of the Church. have
sinned and have hindered the Bride
of Christ from shining forth in all
her beauty. Our sin has impeded the
Spirit’s working in the hearts of
many people. Our meager faith has
meant that many have lapsed into
apathy and been driven away from
a true encounter with Christ.

As the successor of Peter, I ask
that in this year of mercy the
Church, strong in the holiness
which she receives from her Lord,
should kneel before God and
implore forgiveness for the past and
present sins of her sons and
daughters. All have sinned and
none can claim righteousness
before God (cf. 1 Kgs 8:46). Let it
be said once more without fear:
“We have sinned” (Jer 3:25), but let
us keep alive the certainty that
“where sin increased, grace
abounded even more” (Rom 5:20).

The embrace which the Father
reserves for repentant sinners who
go to Him will be our just reward
for the humble recognition of our
own faults and the faults of others.
a recognition based upon
awareness of the profound bond
which unites all the members of the
Mystical Body of Christ. Christians
are invited to acknowledge, before
God and before those offended by
their actions, the faults which they
have committed.

Let them do so without seeking
anything in return. but strengthened
only by “the love of God which has
been poured into our hearts” (Rom
5:5). At the same time, there will be
no lack of fair-minded people able
to recognize that past and present
history also records incidents of
exclusion, injustice and persecution
directed against the sons and
daughters of the Church.

Let no one in this jubilee year
wish to exclude himself from the

Father’s embrace. Let no one
behave like the elder brother in the
Gospel parable who refuses to enter
the house to celebrate (cf. Lk
15:25-30). May he joy of
forgiveness be stronger and greater
than any resentment. Thus the
Bride will shine before the eyes of
the world with the beauty and
holiness which come from the
Lord’s grace. For 2,000 years, the
Church has been the cradle in
which Mary places Jesus and
entrusts Him to the adoration and
contemplation of all peoples. May
the humility of the Bride cause to
shine forth still more brightly the
glory and power of the Eucharist,
which she celebrates and treasures
in her heart. In the sign of the
consecrated Bread and Wine, Christ
Jesus risen and glorified, the light
of the nations (cf. Lk 2:32), reveals
the enduring reality of His
incarnation. He remains living and
real in our midst in order to nourish
the faithful with His Body and
Blood.

Let us therefore look to the
future. The merciful Father takes
no account of the sins for which we
are truly sorry (cf. Is 38:17). He is
now doing something new, and in
the love which forgives He
anticipates the new heavens and the
new earth. Therefore, so that there
may be a renewed commitment to
Christian witness in the world of
the next millennium, let faith be
refreshed, let hope increase and let
charity exert itself still more.

12. One sign of the mercy of
God which is especially necessary
today is the sign of charity, which
opens our eyes to the needs of those
who are poor and excluded. Such is
the situation affecting vast sectors
of society and casting its shadow of
death upon whole peoples. The
human race is facing forms of
slavery which are new and more
subtle than those of the past; and
for too many people freedom
remains a word without meaning.
Some nations, especially the poorer
ones, are oppressed by a debt so
huge that repayment is practically
impossible. It is clear, therefore,
that there can be no real progress
without effective cooperation
between the peoples of every
language, race, nationality and
religion. The abuses of power
which result in some dominating
others must stop: such abuses are
sinful and unjust. Whoever is
concerned to accumulate treasure
only on earth (cf. Mt 6:19) “is not
rich in the sight of God” (Lk
12:21).

There is also a need to create a
new culture of international
solidarity and cooperation, where
all - particularly the wealthy
nations and the private sector -
accept responsibility for an
economic model which serves
everyone. There should be no more
postponement of the time when the
poor Lazarus can sit beside the rich
man to share the same banquet and
be forced no more to feed on the
scraps that fall from the table (cf.
Lk 16:19-31). Extreme poverty is a
source of violence, bitterness and
scandal; and to eradicate it is to do
thework of justice and therefore       

continued on page 9
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continued from page 8                                  Incarnationis Mysterium
the work of peace.

The jubilee is a further
summons to conversion of heart
through a change of life It is a
reminder to all that they should
give absolute importance neither to
the goods of the earth, since these
are not God, nor to man’s
domination or claim to domination,
since the earth belongs to God and
to him alone. “the earth is mine and
you are strangers and sojourners
with me” (Lv 25:23). May this year
of grace touch the hearts of those
who hold in their hands the fate of
the world’s peoples!

13. A sign of the truth of
Christian love, ageless but
especially powerful today, is the
memory of the martyrs. Their
witness must not be forgotten. They
are the ones who have proclaimed
the Gospel by giving their lives for
love. The martyr, especially in our
own days, is a sign of that greater
love which sums up all other
values. The martyr’s life reflects
the extraordinary words uttered by
Christ on the cross; “Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they
do” (Lk 23:34). The believer who
has seriously pondered his

Christian vocation, including what
Revelation has to say about the
possibility of martyrdom, cannot
exclude it from his own life’s
horizon. The 2,000 years since the
birth of Christ are marked by the
every-present witness of the
martyrs.

This century now drawing to a
close has known very many
martyrs, especially because of
Nazism, Communism, and racial or
tribal conflicts. People from every
sector of society have suffered for
their faith, paying with their blood
for their fidelity to Christ and the
Church, or courageously facing
interminable years of
imprisonment and privations of
every kind because they refused to
yield to an ideology which had
become a pitiless dictatorial
regime. From the psychological
point of view, martyrdom is the
most eloquent proof of the truth of
the faith, for faith can give a human
face even to the most violent of
deaths and show its beauty even in
the midst of the most atrocious
persecutions.

Filled with grace during the
coming jubilee year, we shall be
able with new strength to raise the
hymn of thanksgiving to the Father,
singing: Te martyrum candidatus
laudat exercitus. Yes, this is the
host of those who “have washed
their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb” (Rv 7:14)
For this reason the Church in every
corner of the earth must remain
anchored in the testimony of the
martyrs and jealously guard their

memory. May the people of God,
confirmed in faith by the example
of these true champions of every
age. language and nation, cross
with full confidence the threshold
of the third millennium. In the
hearts of the faithful, may
admiration for their martyrdom be
matched by the desire to follow
their example, with God’s grace,
should circumstances require it.

14. The joy of the jubilee would
not be complete if our gaze did not
turn to her who in full obedience to
the Father gave birth to the Son of
God in the flesh for our sake. For
Mary “the time to give birth” came
to pass in Bethlehem (Lk 2:6), and
filled with the Spirit she brought
forth the First-Born of the new
creation. Called to be the Mother of
God, from the day of the virginal
conception Mary lived the fullness
of her motherhood, crowning it on
Calvary at the foot of the cross.
There, by the wondrous gift of
Christ, she also became the Mother
of the Church, and showed to
everyone the way that leads to the
Son.

Woman of silence, given to
listening, docile in the hands of the
Father, the Virgin Mary is invoked
as “blessed” by all generations, for
she recognized the marvels
accomplished in her by the Holy
Spirit. The nations will never grow
weary of invoking the Mother of
mercy and will always find refuge
under her protection. May she who
with Jesus her son and Joseph her
spouse went on pilgrimage to the
holy Temple of God, guard the

steps of all those who will be
pilgrims in this jubilee year. And
through the coming months may
she deign to intercede intensely for
the Christian people, so that
abundant grace and mercy may be
theirs, as they rejoice at the 2,000
years since the birth of their Savior.

Let the praise of the Church rise
to God the Father in the Holy Spirit
for the gift of salvation in Christ the
Lord, both now and for evermore.
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Reprinted by permission from The
Pope Speaks

by Bishop John J. Snyder

Article taken from The St.
Augustine Catholic, Jan./Feb. 1994
issue

Over the past 25 years, the use
of English in the liturgy has
enriched and strengthened the life
of the Church. It has allowed us to
participate more fully in the
celebration of the Mass and the
sacraments. It has also been a
means of conversion, call and
evangelization, in addition to
sanctification.

Recently the issue of language
and liturgy has been the target of
vocal critics who confuse complex
issues with simplistic answers.
Since the liturgy is of importance to
all Catholics, I want to revisit some
of the issues of their criticism.

First, the issue of inclusive
language is not some new agenda
foisted on the Catholic community
by a handful of liberals and
progressives. It has been part of the
concern of bishops’ conferences
world-wide since 1975. Five
English-language liturgical books
have been prepared using an
inclusive language policy and are
in use with the approval of the Holy
See. The Holy See has, in fact,
granted numerous permissions,
including change to the Eucharistic
prayers, which were given by the
Pope himself.

Inclusive language in our
prayer is not a fad dependent on
social awareness of political
correctness. It represents a
commitment to issues of justice,
reconciliation and unity at the heart
of Christ’s proclamation of the

kingdom. At its core is the meaning
of membership in Christ’s Body
and what it means to be a child of
God regardless of gender, race, age,
ability, nationality, family, class or
status. It also helps us to correct
many of the biases which some
would term sexist, racist, and even
anti-Semitic.

Secondly, Sacred Scripture is
not in jeopardy of being tampered
with in the cause of a particular
issue. Translations of Scripture for
liturgical use are prepared by

competent scholars and
theologians. They must be faithful
to the original languages and the
truth of the inspired text. All of this
work is done in conjunction with
approved and established
guidelines, as well as extensive
review process. At present the New
Revised Standard Version of the
Bible and the New American Bible,
New Testament provide approved
inclusive texts, but are not yet
available in lectionary form.

Finally, the issue of inclusive
language poses no threat to the
denial of any part of our tradition
and teaching. We leaned as children
that God is spirit and that any
language falls short when speaking
of God. Yet much of our attempts to
address and describe God have
been done through masculine
imagery. No one would deny that
the Trinitarian formulas need to be
respected, but one must also admit
that Sacred Scripture uses no single
image, gender or quality when
speaking of God. It includes a
myriad of images. And when asked
by what name God is to be called
and known, in one instance the

reply simply is I AM. By breaking
out of the confines of traditional
language we may begin to
appreciate the unspeakable mystery
of the God who is all.

Admittedly, there are complex
issues here, conditioned by both
tradition and culture. Many of them
involve attitudes, understandings
and perceptions and are not related
to language at all. There will be no
simple or quick solutions to the
task of reform and renewal. It is a
task that needs prophetic patience,
perseverance and prayer.

We can truly be grateful for the
dedicated efforts of many scholars,
theologians, liturgists, researchers,
consultants, bishops, clergy, men
and women of talent and gift who
serve the Church faithfully and
obediently in helping us all form
words for our common Christian
prayer. Through their efforts we
have texts that are not only true to
Scripture and tradition, but ones
reflective of the wisdom of the
Spirit prodding and challenging the
Church as is becomes more fully
God’s Holy People, in the image of
Christ Jesus.

The Word Became
Incarnate

“By breaking out of the

confines of traditional language

we may begin to appreciate the

unspeakable mystery of the

God who is all.”
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by Yolanda P. Cerqueira

Can you hardly wait for Sunday
Mass to roll around?  Is going to
Confession a cause for joy in your
life?  Do you look forward to
saying the fifteen decades of the
Rosary on a daily basis?

If you did not answer with a
capital YES falling from your lips,
then I want to introduce you to the
Lewises, Joetta and Larry, who
answer in the affirmative to all
three questions.

Larry, a former Protestant
minister, and Joetta are recent
converts to Catholicism and were
the main speakers at the Queen of
Peace 18th Anniversary
Celebration, an observance which
is held annually in June at Christ
the King Church.  As a matter of
fact, Larry’s father is a retired
Assembly of God minister, and the
whole family has always had a
deep steadfast love for Jesus.  

Their journey to conversion
came about as a result of Joetta
spiritually mentoring to a young
woman, Regan, who worked at the
same company as Joetta.  Regan, a
Southern Baptist, was married to
Kelvin, a practicing Catholic.  This
arrangement had worked for
several years but now their children
were ready for religious
instructions and Kelvin was
insistent that the children be
baptized and raised Catholic.
Regan was in a quandary; so she
went to Joetta seeking advice.
Joetta, much to the surprise of
Regan, told her that a divided house
would never survive and she should
not only allow the children to be
raised Catholic but she (Regan)
herself should take instructions in
the faith, so that if there were any
false teachings, she would be in a
position to correct them.

A plan was set in motion
whereby Regan would bring the
materials she was given to Joetta
and, if any red flags came up, Joetta
would take the material to her
husband Larry, who could certainly
verify if it was scripturally correct.
As time progressed, both Larry and
Joetta were surprised to learn that
all the doctrines presented were
sound and they could find no fault
in what Regan was learning about
our beliefs.

The only area of concern to the
Lewises, and particularly to Larry,
was that Regan seemed to have a
great interest in the Blessed
Mother.  So great was this interest
that she was scheduled to go to a
Marian Conference in Wichita,
Kansas.  Before going, Regan had
been given a prayer that was to be
prayed at the conference, and for
the first time, Regan was uneasy.
When Joetta read it, red flags
immediately popped up and she
brought the prayer home to Larry.
It was the Consecration to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. The
first line reads “Immaculate Heart
of Mary, I offer you my body and
soul...”.  Larry became filled with
rage as he thought the prayer
demonic.  “The only person you
give your soul to is Jesus,” he
fumed.  He told Regan, however, to
go to the conference but under no
circumstances was she to say that
prayer!

Within three days, Larry knew
he had made a terrible mistake.  He
wasn’t sure why but he was
overwhelmed with the idea that his
words to Regan were wrong and, as
he says, “Remorse filled my soul.”

While all this was going on,
Larry was also working on his
doctorate at Oral Roberts
University.  Coincidentally there
was a Catholic priest, Father Vima,
who was also working on his
doctorate and Larry  and Father
Vima had become friends.  The
class was scheduled to meet on
Monday evening following this
episode over the prayer.  Larry
could hardly wait to get to class that
night to show the prayer to Father
Vima and to get his thoughts.
Somehow Larry knew that Father
could help, and help he did.  He
started by asking Larry how much
he loved his wife and, step by step,
he showed Larry that because of his
deep love for Joetta, he honors and
respects her by his actions.  So too,
do we honor the Mother of God.
Adoration is reserved for her Son,
Jesus, but because she is so close to
her Son, many times we go to
Mother Mary, as she acts as
intercessor for us here on earth.  A
little light had come on in Larry’s
heart and it would not be long
before it would flood his whole
being.  

When Regan came back from
the conference, she brought with
her a rosary, which she began
saying on a regular basis.  Regan
and her husband Kelvin were
growing closer as she came to
know more and more about his
faith. Joetta, not wanting to lose the
closeness that she had with Regan,
asked her for a rosary and
instructions on how to pray it.  She
took it home to Larry and together
they prayed the entire Rosary.  It
took them two hours as they prayed
all fifteen decades.  Joetta
explained that they would go into
their bedroom and close the door,
as they were living in a Baptist
parsonage, and Heaven forbid that
any of Larry’s flock should see
them praying the Rosary!

The Holy Spirit was moving in
their lives, and Larry and Joetta
became absorbed in learning about
the Catholic faith.  Larry said that,
after his services on Sunday, they
would quietly go to a different
Catholic Church each week.  They
began frequenting a bookstore and

buying every book on Catholicism
that was available.  On Saturdays
they would closet themselves in the
parsonage and read, read, read!
Larry became convinced that the
Catholic Church was the true
Church and that the teachings he
had received were incomplete or
misguided.  If Protestants could
have access to what he knows now
to be the truth, he felt sure that they
would come running to the faith.

Larry resigned his pastorate
with the Baptist Church, and in
1996 Joetta and Larry Lewis were
received into the Catholic Church.
Their mission now is to go about
the country evangelizing for Jesus
within the Catholic perspective.
Larry believes that we must keep
the doors to dialogue wide open to
our Protestant brothers and sisters.
Misconceptions many times keep
us apart.  They want to work on
what brings us together rather than
what separates us.

Their enthusiasm for Jesus is
catching.  Have you gotten it yet?

On Fire for Jesus

by Linda McCreary

The 18th Anniversary Queen of
Peace Celebration was held on
Friday, June 25 at Christ the King
Catholic Church.  The day started
with a singing procession and the
crowning of Our Lady’s Statue.

Continuous Adoration in the
Sacred Heart Chapel as well as the
Sacrament of Reconciliation were
available. Attendees of the
celebration had the opportunity to
be anointed with blessed oil from
Medjugorje.

After lunch the rosary was
recited, and the children’s
programs began.  A free rosary was
given to each child, and a crafts

session with juice, cookies and
popsicles was available for the
children.  

The Mass was at 5:30 p.m. with
guest homilist Father Brian Gogan,
CSSp, of Ireland.  Dinner followed
in the Hall with dinner tickets for
Beach Road chicken, available at
the door.  

A musical interlude was held in
the church at 7:30 p.m. with Cathy
Dennis playing solo selections on
the cello.

Speakers Joetta and Larry
Lewis of Tulsa, Oklahoma finished
the evening, and the day’s events
closed with a consecration to the
Sacred Heart and Immaculate
Heart.

Queen of Peace Celebration
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Newlyweds Meet Pope

Ben and Leslie Guzzone, Jr. with Pope John Paul II

by Lucille Guzzone

Thanks to Father Baker, Leslie
and Ben Guzzone, Jr. had “a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity” to do
what many people just dream of.
They met Pope John Paul II.

Father Baker helped them to
prepare for their wedding which
was on May 29th.  They also told
him of their intention of spending
their honeymoon in Rome. When
Father Baker discovered their
destination, he asked them if they
would like to “visit” with the
Pontiff while they were there.

Leslie and Ben were married at
Christ the King Church on May
29th. After the ceremony they were
soon off to Rome for their
honeymoon. After a delighted

affirmative answer, Father Baker
faxed the Vatican informing them
of the couple’s plans and
requesting tickets for the special
blessing for newly married couples.

When Leslie and Ben arrived in
Rome, they proceeded to the
college of North American visitors
to the Vatican in order to pick up
their tickets. They were pleasantly
greeted by an American priest who
knew Father Baker and was
expecting them. 

So, on the morning of June 2,
1999, in front of approximately
25,000 applauding onlookers and
along with 15 other couples from
around the world, the newlyweds
received a Papal Blessing. What a
truly blessed and glorious
experience!

Different Deliveries
and

Special Styles
by Lucille Guzzone

One of the goals of a priest is to
deliver a meaningful sermon. He
knows how important it is to keep
his audience hanging on to every
word. His congregation listens
while each contemplates and
applies his message to his or her
own personal experience.

On one particular solemn
occasion, a certain lector had the
honor and opportunity to read
alternately with five priests and a
deacon. She was assigned a seat on
the altar directly behind the ambo
and the celebrants. Although she
understood and respected the
reverence of the service, as time
went by, she began to notice that
each man approached his sermon
with a unique style and a specific
demeanor.

Two of the priests were
formally graceful and gravely still
as their heads moved from side to
side perusing the breadth of the
church. Another read as a mother
does to her children at bedtime,
slowly, softly and deliberately. One

man lifted his heels oh so slightly
as his voice reached a higher
octave, and he managed to sustain
those heels in air as he lingered on
a poignant thought. One kept
reaching into his pocket to search
for a handkerchief while he never
skipped a beat in the continuation
of his talk. A most enthusiastic
priest spoke as if he had not
prepared a script at all. As he
scanned his audience, his words
flowed smoothly off his tongue,
“trippingly” as Shakespeare would
say, with no hesitation and great
confidence. He moved and
gestured with vivid animation.

All of these men of God whose
mannerisms differed from each
other were successful in imparting
the Lord’s words to the
congregation and sending a clear
message, so that the occupants of
the church were indeed fulfilled.
The lector, well aware of her own
idiosyncrasies and certain
mannerisms, realized that God
enjoys all of our personalities and
smiles down on us, especially when
we are doing His work.

Diocese Council of Catholic Women
South Jacksonville Deanery

by Remy DeVoe

The Holy Father’s theme for
1999 is our journey to the Father.
“The whole of the Christian life is
like a great pilgrimage to the house
of the Father.” (The Coming Third
Millennium #49)

As members of the pilgrim
Church, South Jacksonville ladies
have been individually and
collectively journeying to make it
home with our Father through the
Council of Catholic Women.

It has been a great pleasure
working with a group of
hardworking, diverse ladies in our
parishes. Despite the fact that one
of our affiliations is inactive, we
have managed to increase our
membership because of these
talented and friendly ladies. They
were willing to “reach out and
touch someone” through service,
socials and prayers.

When it comes to service, it is
amazing what these ladies have
done in our churches and
communities. In our parishes they
have helped with blood drives,
Confirmation, First Communion,
RCIA, and decoration of their
churches during special seasons of
the year. From their own parishes,
these ladies extended their service
through their neighboring
communities by helping with
Habijax, Camp I Am Special,
Special Fashion Show, Davis
Center YWCA,  feeding the
homeless, Children Matter Project,
Crop Walk and Heart Walk. Being
truly unselfish, they even reached
out farther through Children’s
International House, helping the

Missions by making rosaries and
sending financial and spiritual aid
to Haiti, Jamaica and other Third
World countries.

But these ladies are not only
hardworking, they also know how
to have fun! They have card
parties, Bunco, guest speakers,
dinners, dances, trips to Fernandina
Beach and the Museum of the
Vatican Angels. Through these
activities, they have made more
friends and increased
memberships.

If you want to see a well-
rounded group of women you will
see them in our council. Aside from
doing services and social works,
they also take care of their spiritual
well-being. There are Days of
Reflection and Retreat, and
participation in Advent and Lenten
celebrations, Mission Week and
Ecumenical Projects. Inspirational
guest speakers speak during our
meetings. Above all, you see us
practicing our faith.

I am very grateful to South
Jacksonville’s Council of Catholic
Women. They work relentlessly
and faithfully. None of their
accomplishments could have
become reality if they had not had
the support of their pastors. So on
behalf of the women of South
Jacksonville Deanery, I thank all
the pastors of Assumption, Blessed
Trinity, Christ the King, Holy
Family, Holy Spirit, Resurrection,
San Jose, St. Joseph and St. Paul’s
at  the Beach. A special thanks to
our moderator, Fr. Kelley, for being
with us. I’m looking forward to
continuing our journey with Father
Kelley next year.
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A Word of Thanks
by Fr. Sean Lynskey, C.S.Sp.

The time has now come to say
good bye. During my time here at
Christ the King, I have made so
many friends, and I feel sad that I
have to leave them all behind. I
only hope that the people in my
new parish in Brisbane, Australia
will be half as friendly and
hospitable.

Life is full of endings and new
beginnings, so I feel that my
venture in Australia will be a new
chapter in my life. I am very happy
that I’ve had the experience of
working in an active parish such as
Christ the King, where the
parishioners are so involved in the
various ministries. It was quite a
change from my experience in
Africa. I always wanted to work in
a First World parish, and I think
Christ the King parish was “ideal”.

I’m grateful to Father Bob for
inviting me to stay on until I got my
visa for Australia. I found his
friendship and hospitality
extraordinary. He was always
encouraging when I mentioned new
ideas and suggestions and was open
to doing things in different ways.

I enjoyed the opportunity to
organize meetings for the parents of
children who were preparing to
receive their First Communion. I
regarded that venture a success. I
hope it will continue in the future.

My deepest gratitude to the
volunteers who helped me facilitate
various meetings for the parents.
This was no easy task.

I felt very encouraged when I
spent my first year here working
with the RCIA ministry. It was
great to see so many people who
were interested in learning more
about the Catholic Church and
were anxious to be part of it. The
bible study classes were
challenging, and it was gratifying

to see the number of people who
wanted to learn more about the
word of God and what it meant for
them.

Ministering to the sick brought
happy moments, especially when I
was able to encourage them in the
weakest moments of their lives.

Celebrating the Eucharist was
the highlight of each day and week
when I saw so many people coming

together at the various Masses to
celebrate, with enthusiasm, God’s
great gift to mankind.

I will miss this parish and all
the wonderful friends I made here.
They helped  make my ministry to
them encouraging as well as
worthwhile.

I’m most appreciative of my
fellow priests and the staff

members who were always
cheerful and happy in the Rectory
and who became my good friends
as time rolled on.

In far away Australia I will
always remember you and keep
you in my prayers, and I hope to
return someday in the future for at
least a short visit. May God bless
you all.

Opinion: Strings Attached
by Silas Osborne

I am a member of the Spanish
ministry at Christ the King Catholic
Church and it means so much to our
Spanish Ministry to congregate
every Monday evening at 7:00
o’clock. We discuss our own life
experiences in relation to the day’s
liturgy and our own place in the
ministry.

The reason we meet is for the
love of the liturgies that tell us that
God is present in our lives. The
liturgy makes us feel alive. No
matter what our day has been, the
liturgy gives us life in our soul. All
our worries are gone for that
evening.

I remember a particular time in
Vietnam when my faith in God was
strengthened through adversity. I
would like to share that experience

with you as I would with the
Spanish Ministry Group.

I had been given orders to go
with a group of men to Camp Khe
San. I was an E-3 at the time. I
didn’t have a lot of experience in
the field. When we arrived there,
we were given time to rest and eat.
I ate my grub, that was in freeze
dried cellophane paper. I had to mix
it with hot water.  I thought it was
delicious. 

Then I had to run an errand up
the hill. I noticed strings up and
down the slope. I briefly wondered
what they were for, but I was intent
on getting up to the shed. I opened
the door, where I found a big empty
oil can drum. I looked around me
and for the first time  noticed that
strings were attached to grenades. I
asked myself, “How did I get up
here without setting off a grenade
and killing myself?” 

The next step was how was I
going to get down without setting
off one of those grenades? As I
started coming down the hill, I
prayed to God and said, “If I ever
needed Your help, now is the time!”
As I was going down, I felt a tight
string in front of my right boot. I
stopped. I gradually pulled my foot
away and thanked God that I didn’t
set off the grenade. I finally got
down the hill without so much as a
scratch on my body. 

I was met at the bottom of the
hill by a Colonel, who asked me if
I had seen the helicopter. I told him
I heard the helicopter but did not
pay attention to it because I was
busy getting safely down the hill.
The Colonel told me that the
helicopter was going to shoot me
down because he thought I was a
Vietcong. Wearing my U.S. helmet
was the only thing that saved me.  I

was glad to be alive. I have never
forgotten God for His help.

The reason we are in the
Spanish ministry is to hear the
word of God and to spread the
Good News, as it is today,
tomorrow and forever. The Spanish
ministry helps us understand who
we are and the graces God has
given us in our daily lives. 

Without God we are nothing,
just mere human beings without
any direction to follow. If you have
strayed away from God, let God
back into your life and live again.

Thank you for listening to me
about our Spanish Ministry and
how it helps us to become closer to
God and our community. Sharing
our experiences with others is the
glue that helps us stick together.
May God bless you for listening to
my story.

L to R: Sissy Keegan, Grace Berkey, Eileen Porter,
Father Sean, Pat Thomas, Helen Damato Father Sean and PGA golfer David Duval

Father Sean came to Christ the King with a smile and a suitcase full of hope. He endeared
himself to our Church Family and jogged and golfed his way into many a heart. He gave hope to
those who needed it; humor to those who had little to smile about and spiritual help to those who
were feeling lost. 

Father Sean, we hope you will enjoy your new parish family across the world and if the
“Aussies” are smart they will see the gem they have in their midst.

You will be missed at Christ the King and we look forward to your promised visit.

by Jo Thomas 
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Becoming Catholic

by Fr. Brian Carey, C.S.Sp.

Does taking an oath of
citizenship make a person an
American? Legally, yes, of course
it does, and a person takes on the
obligations of citizenship and
receives its benefits. But that alone
does not change a person’s culture
or thinking patterns. It takes much
more than that, and a long time to
think and behave American, and to
feel American.

I was born into a Catholic
family in a Catholic culture. All my
schooling was in a Catholic
environment. Even the University I
attended was very Catholic in
atmosphere in those days. For nine
years I lived in a seminary for
spiritual formation as well as the
studies required for the priesthood.
I’ve been a priest for 41 years now.
Looking back over my life, I realize
that for all my knowledge, training
and formation, I am still in the
process of becoming Catholic.
Others may recognize me as
Catholic, but at the deep heart of it,
there is still much room for growth
and development.

So, how long does it take a
person to become Catholic? Is it

just a matter of a person standing
before the altar and saying, “I
believe in the Catholic Church”?

As a result of the Church’s
reflection on this question during
and after the Second Vatican
Council, the Church decided
something more was needed than a
brief instruction and a profession of
Catholic Faith. In its store of
Tradition it found a formula which
began in the earliest centuries of its
history and was still in practice in
Mission Territories. Generically it
was known as the Catechumenate.
This is a period of formation,
training, and instruction lasting
anywhere from two to four years,
or longer if required. While I was in
Kenya, we had a two year
catechumenate. Catechumens
would also pray with us, join our
worship and join in our church
activities in an initial way. In this
way they were already becoming
part of the Faith Community of the
Church.

It is on this formula that what
we call the RCIA is based. Since
1972, this is the norm by which
people prepare for membership of
the Church. But it took some years
for the documents to be translated
and put into operation. In 1988, the
U.S. Bishops’ committee on the
Liturgy decreed its use in this
country as the norm for receiving
people into the Catholic Church.

RCIA stands for “Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults.” The
Document says those wishing to
join the Church should spend “two
years or more” in preparation. In
this country many of those who
join our church already have some
knowledge of Christ and Salvation

and perhaps do not need to spend
that long in preparation. In fact, in
practice the process seems to have
become set in a school - year
pattern, beginning in September
and finishing at least the formal
part by May of the following year.

The   first   stage   of   the
process is called the
PRECATECHUMENATE, during
which people are led to an initial
faith in Jesus Christ. At the end of
this stage, catechumens state their
intention of responding to Christ’s
call. Baptized candidates are
welcomed into the Faith
Community. The Church,
represented by the parish
community, people and clergy,
pledges to receive and support
them on their faith journey. This
Rite is usually celebrated at the
beginning of Advent. After this you
will notice that they leave Mass
after the homily. They go to another
place to reflect on the Word of God
and how they might incorporate it
into their lives.

The next step along the way is
the CATECHUMENATE, during
which the candidates continue to
receive instruction, formation, and
gain experience of our Catholic
way of living. They reflect on the
Sunday readings in particular and
how the word of God influences
their lives. The importance of
prayer and worship is impressed on
them as well as living by the Word.

The Catechumenate concludes
with the RITE OF ELECTION
AND SENDING. This is celebrated
usually at the beginning of Lent.
Candidates publicly express their
commitment to live by their
Christian Faith, and their call to
continuing conversion. They are
now called God’s ELECT because
they have elected to follow Christ
in the Church. They are sent from
the Parish to the Cathedral and
presented to the Bishop along with
those from other parishes in the
Diocese. He and the Cathedral are
signs of the unity of the church.
They learn that we are not a
congregational church, but a
universal one, a catholic one.

The next stage is that of
PURIFICATION AND
ENLIGHTENMENT. The
candidates are called to a deeper
repentance of sin and acceptance of
God’s way. On the 3rd, 4th and 5th
Sundays of Lent, rites called the
SCRUTINIES are celebrated.
These solemn ceremonies and
prayers help them to overcome
their weaknesses and build up their
spiritual strength as Holy Week
approaches, especially the Sacred
Triduum.

At times during these stages,
various anointing and blessings are
given, and they are presented with
the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed.

Those candidates who are ready
and willing are admitted to the
three Sacraments of Initiation,
Baptism, Confirmation and

Eucharist during the Easter Vigil,
reminding us that the power of
these sacraments and what they
effect in us comes from the risen
Lord. Those previously baptized
are Confirmed and admitted to the
Eucharist for the first time.
Through these sacraments the
candidates are initiated into full
communion with the Catholic
Church.

The fourth stage is called by the
stage named or MYSTAGOGIA.
From Easter to Pentecost the new
Catholics reflect further on the
great mysteries of Salvation which
they have now experienced and
share. They also continue to learn
from Church members how they
live and pray and perform acts of
Christian service and ministry.

Throughout the process each
candidate is supported by a
SPONSOR. It is required of
sponsors that they truly endeavor to
live a Christian life and that they be
in good standing with the church. A
sponsor needs to participate in as
much of the process as possible; be
reasonably available to the
candidate; and  keep in touch with
the candidate for a year or so after
he or she has joined the Church.
Sponsors generally enjoy many
blessings through the experience,
and often form real friendships
with the candidates.

A TEAM of people participate
in the planning, organizing,
teaching and formation of the
candidates. It is a big commitment,
but it is also a wonderful
experience being part of the
spiritual growth of the candidates.
Some would even say it is
‘awesome’ to be so close to the
work of God.

And that undoubtedly is what
the RCIA is - a wonderful work of
God. It is only by His grace and
power that anyone can experience
conversion of mind and heart and
spirit. It is a challenge.

The whole parish needs to be
involved at least by praying for all
involved - the candidates, sponsors,
the team. It is also important that
our new Catholics be warmly
welcomed, not only at the various
Rites and on Holy Saturday at the
Vigil, but also into our various
ministries, groups and services.

I remember hearing in one
homily in our parish a couple of
years ago that when we appear at
the heavenly Gates we may well be
asked, “Who did you bring with
you?” Remember to invite your
friends, neighbors, workmates to
join our Church. All they can do is
say no.

On behalf of all who have been
part of the RCIA efforts through the
years, may we thank you for your
support and prayers.

For further information or to
register, call Fr. Carey (724-0080 or
Lyle and Marie Stewart (721-
2849).

Submitted by Dolores Bianco

1. Pick the number of days per
week you would like to eat out.
2.  Multiply this by 2.
3.  Add 5.
4.  Multiply by 50.
5. If you’ve already had your
birthday this year, add 1749.  If you
haven’t, add 1748.
6.  Subtract the four digit year that
you were born.

You should now have a three digit
number.

The first digit was your original
number (i.e. how many times you
choose to eat out.)  The second
two digits are your age!!!

This is the only year (1999) that it
will ever work, so spread the fun
around while it lasts!

Fun with Numbers
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by Eileen Porter

Father Seamus O’Flynn, pastor
of St. Anastasia Parish at Crescent
Beach and former assistant pastor
of Christ the King parish, was
honored on the 40th anniversary of
his ordination to the priesthood on
May 23rd with a gala celebration. It

was a beautiful day and many
friends including a large group of
friends and well wishers from
Christ the King gathered to honor
this very special man on his very
special day. 

It was a really festive occasion
with music, flowers and balloons as
well as tables and chairs set up
under a tented pavilion. In the
center of the pavilion was a huge
many-tiered cake and delicious hot
and cold food was served. Father
Seamus personally greeted all of
the guests in his usual genial and
loving manner.

In mid-afternoon there was a
presentation ceremony with a
welcome and invocation by Sister
Enda Egan. This was followed by
Mr. Brendan O’Connell and a
chorus singing a song entitled,
“Father O’Flynn.” After this, Fr.
O’Flynn was presented with a

Dodge Intrepid (green of course).
Fr O’Flynn then addressed the
group with his usual wit and charm
and thanked everyone for helping
him celebrate his anniversary.
Kathy Zweig sang, “When Irish
Eyes are Smiling.” The program
ended with benediction by Father
O’Flynn.

During the afternoon tours of
the newly completed church were
conducted. It is a truly beautiful
church and a tribute to the hard
work of the parishioners of St.
Anastasia and to Father O’Flynn
who is such an inspiration to them.
During Fr. O’Flynn’s tenure at the
parish the membership has grown
from 100 to the present 1200.

In addition to Father O’Flynn’s
contributions to the parish his
capable administrator, Sister Enda,
and an active and dedicated group
of lay people who have given so

generously of their time, talent and
treasure must be acknowledged.

Our prayers are with Father
O’Flynn, Sister Enda and the
wonderful people of St. Anastasia
that they may continue to grow and
prosper and expand the goal of all
of us to further the work of Our
Divine Lord on the First Coast.

Father O’Flynn’s Ordination
Anniversary

Sister Enda Egan Father Seamus O’Flynn

continued from page 1                      Your Mission in the New Millennium
wiped out, and even pneumonia is
no longer the deadly threat it once
was.  Technology has made it
possible for ordinary people to
communicate with one another
worldwide.  Modern medicine has
given extended life to persons
whose lungs, hearts, kidneys or
livers had given out.  The
automobile is an everyday
convenience and tool.  Worldwide
travel is more available to more
people.  Shorter working days
means more leisure time for fun
and for volunteer work–unless
parents have to work second jobs to
make ends meet.

On the religious front, there has
been great reason for hope.  Mother
Teresa and Pope John Paul II rose,
along with Mahatma Ghandi and
Billy Graham, as prophetic and
hope-filled voices in a world torn
by strife, oppression, uncertainty,
insecurity and violence.  The Holy
Father has circumvented the globe
with his message of faith and hope,
and even in the frailty of age and
disease, he still brings crowds to
their feet and nations to their knees
as he holds firm to the Gospel of
Life.  Mother Teresa, in her
simplicity, stood prophetically
before President Clinton and Vice
President Gore and told them they
are wrong about abortion.  Ghandi
gave new meaning to non-violent
witness, and Reverend Graham has
been a consistent, steady and sane
voice extolling the beauty of faith
in Christ.

In the wake of Vatican II, lay
people were encouraged to take
their rightful responsibility in
bringing the Gospel message into

the world.  The relationship
between priests and the people, and
between bishops and priests,
became less vertical and more
enfolding, and through this new
model of relating, parishes grew
more vibrant, the Church embraced
the world rather than cursed it, and
religion had again returned to the
model of its apostolic roots.

Pope John Paul II has urged
Catholics and all people of good
will to make the Year 2000 a time
for rejoicing and hope. For us
Catholics, he designated three years
of reflection and preparation for the
Holy Year 2000 the year of the
Great Jubilee, or Jubilee 2000, as
we have come to call it. In 1997,
the pope asked the Church to
reflect on Jesus Christ, true God
and true man. In 1998, we reflected
on the Holy Spirit, the Lord and
Giver of Life (remember this from
the Nicene Creed at Mass?) and
this year, 1999, we are reflecting on
God, the Father of Love. (Readers
of The Florida Catholic have been
treated to a monthly special section
on these themes.)

The Holy Father wants the
Catholic Church, other Christians,
and all people of faith, to make
Jubilee 2000 the entire year, not
just New Year’s Day. Make it a
time of forgiveness, reconciliation,
healing and hope. He is asking all
of us to forgive one another; he is
urging reconciliation between the
various Christian churches and
between Christians and those who
profess faith in God but are not
Christians. He is asking us to
forgive monetary debts for those
unable to pay - and he is urging that
rich nations forgive the debts of the
poor Third World nations. In other

words, he is asking what both the
Old Testament and the New
Testament required; forgiveness,
love, justice and peace.

At face value, the human spirit,
fallen as it is, recoils from the
demand to forgive. “Forgive him
for beating me?” “Forgive her for
her infidelity?” “Forgive that child
who so hurt me?” “Forgive a priest
who wouldn’t pass Uncle Luigi
through the church?”

God never promised us a rose
garden - and who among us has
never needed forgiveness from
others and from God?

Mother Teresa gave us all
something to think about from her
little “business card”:

‘The fruit of silence is prayer;
The fruit of prayer is faith;
The fruit of faith is love:
The fruit of love is service;
The fruit of service is justice;
The fruit of justice is peace.’

The Mission /Retreat
Father Bob Baker has asked me

to lead your parish mission/retreat
from Saturday, September 18 to
Friday, September 24. I am looking
forward to this wonderful
opportunity for us to share our
faith, our vision, our hopes and
dreams. In our mission we will
reflect on the life-giving power of
forgiveness and joy and peace that
come with reconciliation.

This is a mission about mission.
Your mission in the new
millennium - as wife and mother,
husband and father, friend and
neighbor, worker or employer,
clergy or lay.

The mission will include a
homily at all weekend Masses, and

talks in the morning and evenings.
The retreat will cover ideas on
bridging the chasm between the
generations, healing divisions in
the home, school, church and
workplace. We will discuss the
hidden power of the Gospel and the
power of grace in human
relationships, especially in
matrimony. We will use marriage as
a model for parish. All of this is the
light of what the Holy Father, and
our own Bishop John Snyder and
Father Baker are asking us to do in
Jubilee 2000. On Thursday
evening, there will be exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament and a
healing service.

I look forward to seeing all of
you. Please pray for a successful
mission. I can hardly wait to share
the life stories of so many people
who have faced fear, death and
division and found healing and
hope in the Gospel and sacraments
of our Church.

Well, the Lord willing and the
creek don’t rise, see you in
September!

Deacon Henry Libersat is a
veteran Catholic journalist,
preacher and catechist. He has
written 16 books. Among his titles
is the international best seller,
“Miracles Do Happen,” which he
co-wrote with Sister Briege
McKenna about her ministry of
prayer and preaching. He is also
author of “A Catholic Confession
of Faith” four brief, popular
volumes on the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, and “Way, Truth
and Life” a book which helps
Catholics develop a deeper
personal relationship with Jesus.
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Monsignor Lamonde celebrates his
25th anniversary at Mass

Monsignor Joseph R. Lamonde
13th Chaplain of the Marine Corps

Ordained Priest
May 4, 1974

Prelate of Honor
January 4, 1999

Pray for me.

Monsignor Lamonde’s
25th Anniversary

Father Bob concelebrates Mass
with Monsignor Joe

Father Bob and Pat Thomas present
Christ the King Parish’s present “A

Papal Blessing” to Monsignor Joe while
Monsignor Ignacio looks on

Pat Thomas, Father Bob Baker,
George Williams and Father

keith Shuley

L to R: Tony Balsamo, Pat Thomas, Patrick Balsamo,
Father Bob Baker and Sue Williams pose for a “Kodak

moment” before going sight-seeing

Back row: Donald and Sonja Smith,
Father Bob

Middle row: Rita Walsh, Gloria Nebrich,
Monsignor Joe, Patrick Balsamo,

Judy Koziolek
In front: George Williams,

Becky Jackson, Pat Thomas,
Sue Williams, Tony Balsamo

by Sue Williams

George and I felt so honored to
be invited to Father Joseph
Lamonde’s 25th Anniversary as a
priest on June 6, in Washington
D.C.  At the Mass Archbishop
Edwin O’Brien would also confer
on Father Lamonde the status of
Prelate of Honor of His Holiness
with the title of Monsignor.

There were 10 of us from
Christ the King including Father
Bob. We arrived on Saturday
afternoon. Father Lamonde had a
casual party that evening for
friends and relatives. It was a
wonderful evening. 

On Sunday morning, Father
Keith Shuley, George and I spent a
few hours sightseeing. Father
Shuley is a Coast Guard chaplain
from California, and was Father
Joe’s  first vocation to the
priesthood.  The three of us visited
the Lincoln Memorial, Vietnam
Wall Memorial, Korean War
Memorial and Smithsonian Air &
Space Museum. I can’t believe we
really saw it all.

Back at the hotel we changed,
and then went to the Church of the
Nativity of Our Lord in Burke,
Virginia, where Father serves his
parishioners. Father  Bob and
Father Keith were two of many
concelebrants.

All present, which included
Monsignor Lamonde’s family,
members of the military, and
friends from as far away as Hawaii,
witnessed a beautiful High Mass
with the Knights of Columbus
beginning the procession. There
was an archbishop, as well as
bishops, including the bishop who
ordained Monsignor Joe to the
priesthood. There were a total of 18
con-celebrant’s.

At the reception following the
Mass, there was a four-star deputy
Sergeant Major of the Marine
Corp, Senators, and many friends
who showed their love and support
for one so dear.

The most wonderful thing
about our weekend was God
smiled down on us in every way.
The weather was perfect.
Everything about it was beautiful.
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Annual Ministry Dinner
by Eileen Porter

Some years ago our former
pastor, Monsignor Mortimer
Danaher, instituted an annual
ministries dinner as a thank you to
the hundreds of volunteers who,
through their work and dedication
in the various parish ministries,
have made OUR parish the vibrant
and exciting community that it is
today.  When Father Bob Baker
became our pastor in August  1997,
he continued this annual event.
This year’s dinner was held on May
27 and, as in prior years, was
organized by our Director of
Stewardship, Pat Thomas.

The evening began with Mass
at 5:30 p.m. celebrated by Father
Bob, and concelebrated with the
other priests of the parish. Father
John Tetlow, who was celebrating
his 15th Anniversary as a priest,
delivered the homily.

Then the assemblage went to
the Kingdome which was
beautifully decorated with balloons
and live plants on each table.  Our
wonderful school parents took care
of the set-up and decorations.
There was a thank you card and a
pin at each place ~ a gift from
Father Bob.  The volunteers had
time to socialize and there was
much table hopping as we took this
opportunity to visit with people we
don’t always get to see.

A delicious steak dinner was
prepared by Henry Nguyen. The
buffet was manned by paid
employees who volunteered for the
evening to serve those who
volunteer all year long. A delicious
cake and coffee topped off the
meal. 

There were many other
highlights during the evening.
Father Bob presented a 15th
Anniversary Papal Blessing to
Father John Tetlow. His reputation
is spreading as he goes throughout
the country seeking out “fishers of

men.” (See more on Father John in
this issue of the Courier.)

The next presentation was
bestowed on a very special lady, an
original parish member, long time
parish secretary and even longer
time rectory volunteer, Eleanor
Conlin. Father Bob presented her
with a Papal Blessing and a gold
watch as a remembrance of her

many years of service. Eleanor has
retired as our “accounts payable”
clerk and rectory volunteer.  We
will miss her presence at the
rectory, but she promises to visit
often.

Then Father Bob turned over
the mike to Chic Fuentes who
provided entertainment for

everyone.  His first song was
dedicated to Eleanor.  He then went
on to sing a variety of songs. Line
dancing to specialty tunes, dancing
to slow waltzes, and fast dances
occupied the volunteers for the rest
of the evening.

Thank you, Father Bob, for a
wonderful evening.

Prayer Network
by Donnell Baer

April 12, 1999, the Prayer
Network at Christ the King began
with 38 members.  As of June 23rd
we had 93 members.  We are
anxious to accept all new members.
If you are interested in joining us in
prayer from your home, please call
me.  The only requirement for
being a member of the Prayer
Network is a willingness to pray
daily in your home for others in the
community.

The response has been
astonishing.  We have had over 100
prayer requests with many
wonderful answers.  People have

told me they could feel the prayers
of the Prayer Network working for
them.  One member told me, “I
used to hear of someone having
surgery or some complication–the
next thing you knew you were
attending a funeral; now we are
seeing them again at Mass.”  This
definitely is a “praise the Lord
ministry”.

If you would like to participate
in a stimulating and rewarding
ministry–we would love to have
you join us.  We are going to try
and coordinate a covered dish
dinner this summer, so join the
Prayer Network and join the “fun”. 

Jerry and Mary Ann Sullivan and a group of merry-makers Eleanor Conlin with the Papal Blessing

Chic Fuentes

Father Tetlow, Bishop-Elect Baker adn Monsignor
Danaher

Father Carey and friends

Tony Trotti
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“He Opened To Us The Scriptures”

by Father Carey

Most of us are familiar with
what’s called the “Emmaus Story”
in Chapter 24 of St. Luke’s Gospel.
Jesus joins two of His disciples as
they walk to the village of Emmaus
some miles from Jerusalem.  They
are dispirited because their hope in
Jesus had been shattered by His
death.  But He opened their eyes
and their minds to the Scriptures
which spoke of Him in a way that
had their hearts “burning within
them.”  They came to recognize
Jesus “in the scriptures and the
Breaking of the Bread”.

We too can allow the Lord to
open our minds and hearts by
reading and studying the
Scriptures.  The teaching of the
Second Vatican Council reopened
the Scriptures to us Catholics in a
refreshing way, especially in the

documents on The Sacred Liturgy
and Divine Revelation.  These
Documents remind us that the Lord
is really present in His Word in the
Scriptures in a special way when
that Word is proclaimed among the
Body of Christ assembled for
worship, particularly in the
Eucharist.

If the Lord is so gracious as to
reveal Himself to us in His Word, it
is fitting that we strive to
understand it and take it to heart.
One way of doing this is to read
some Sacred Scripture each day.
We can read it as we would a
favorite love letter.  As with any
love letter, it is not so much a
question of understanding what is
written as of understanding the
mind and heart of the author.
Through the Scriptures we learn the
mind and heart of our God in our
regard.

As you begin, say a prayer to
ask the Lord to “open up the
Scriptures” to you, to help you to
understand what He is trying to tell
you.  Even if you do not understand
everything, you will find lots to
inform and motivate you.  Always
read it prayerfully and reflectively.
Take it in small amounts if you
wish, but try to keep the
momentum going.  It will gradually
begin to have an effect on your life
and your relationship with the Lord
and others.

The Catholic and Orthodox
Churches and the Jewish people
have a similar understanding about
the Revelation of God.  We believe
that this Divine Revelation is
conserved and handed down in the
written Tradition we call the
Scriptures and in an equally
divinely inspired unwritten
Tradition.  These Traditions are
complementary to each other and
enlighten each other.  They cannot
be in conflict, for God cannot
contradict Himself.  For the Jewish
people these Traditions came to be
written down in the course of
history in books like the Talmud
and Mishnah.  For the Orthodox
and Catholic Churches the living
inspired Tradition has been
preserved and handed down in the
writings of the Great Fathers of the
early Church, the Decrees of the
great Ecumenical Councils and the
teaching documents of the
Magisterium or teaching authority
of the Church.  St. John tells us in
Jn 20, 30 - 31 and in 21, 24 - 25 that
not everything Jesus did was
written down.  And Paul in 2
Thessalonians 2:15 tells the people
of Thessaly to “stand firm and hold
fast to the traditions you were
taught either by oral statement or
written letter of ours”. Other
churches generally accept only the
written word and often only in its
most literal sense.

I recommend that you read the
references to Revelation in the
Catechism of the Catholic Church
and the Document on Divine
Revelation of the Second Vatican
Council.  Many recent Bibles print
this document as an introduction to
the Bible.

The Bible is the Church’s book.
The Church has preserved it for us
and handed it down to us intact.
Each Catholic Bible has a stamp of
approval on it which is called an
“Imprimatur” or permit to print.
This is a guarantee that it contains
the authentic revelation of God in
writing.  Catholic Bibles also have
notes which help us to understand
the text in accordance with the
teaching of the Church.  This helps
us to understand the Scriptures in
the light of our Catholic Tradition.
Most Catholic publishers have
study programs available.

There are several groups in the
parish who study the Bible
together.  Call Jean O’Connor at
727-9590 for information about
these groups.  MOMs also have a
study group.

This study series began in the
Diocese of Little Rock, Arkansas.
Catholics in that diocese asked
their bishop for a Catholic study.
They were the only ones who did
not have one in tune with their own
faith heritage.  What started as a
small venture began to spread to
other dioceses throughout the
country and overseas and
eventually had to be handled by the
Liturgical Press at St. John’s Abbey
in Collegeville, Minnesota.  To
date, there are about 30 studies
available in the series.  Some deal
with individual books, some with
topics.  We have used about a half
dozen books over the years.

Each participant receives a
booklet of the book being studied
with the text and a commentary and
also a study guide with questions
for each day.  The questions deal
with the text, with cross references,
and about life in the light of God’s
word.  The questions have opened
up some great discussions.

We intend to begin a new study
in September.  For our general
study we plan to use “The Women
of the Old Testament”; during
Advent we plan on “The Infancy
Narratives of Jesus”; and during
Lent “The Passion and
Resurrection of Jesus”.

We held a preliminary meeting
on August 5th. If you think you
would like to join, please call Jo
Thomas at 724-7563 for further
information and introduction.
Please state whether you would
prefer a morning group or an
evening group.  We will need to
know how many will participate so
we can order the books.

“Whoever knows not the
Scriptures does not know the
Christ”.  St. Jerome.

50th Wedding Anniversary
Olin and Jane Middleton

Olin Middleton, Father Bob Baker and Jane
Middleton at 50th wedding anniversary

Cara Jane Rierson and Olin Middleton,
April 23, 1949

By Staff

They first walked down the
aisle as man and wife on April 23,
1949. 

Olin Middleton was a
strapping young man in a white
jacket and formal bow tie, his

bride-to be, Cara Jane Rierson, a
beautiful bride in satin and lace.

Back then, the vows were said
at St. Paul’s Catholic Church in
stately Riverside. But 50 years
later, a wooden cross held in their
hands, the couple renewed their
vows at Christ the King before

Father Bob Baker and dozens of
friends from Jacksonville and
around the country.

Then they celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary, both
wearing a white flower as a sign
of that happy day a half-century
before.
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A little added personal glimpse into our Parish Mission Director.
Don’t miss Deacon Libersat when he conducts Christ The King’s Parish Mission the week of September 18-24.

One ending...one beginning

Deacon Henry Libersat

The sun comes up long before I
can see it from our back patio.
Huge oak trees, tall pines, thick
vines shade the backyard.
Gradually, the tree tops are kissed
with golden sunlight.  The green
leaves shimmer against a
background of a sky that is a light,
liquid almost transparent blue.

Birds sing.  A cardinal and a
sparrow.  Then a blue jay and a
mocking bird. An osprey soars
overhead with its piercing cry.

The lawn is pock-marked by
armadillos’ noses and some of the
grass is beginning to wither
because the sandy soil dried out so
fast. Automobiles hum by on the
street behind our back fence.

PePe, the standard poodle,
races from one end of the yard to
another, a white streak with the
heavy thumping of a racing horse.

The smell of coffee and biscuits
flows from the nearby kitchen.

It’s a new day.  A new
experience. Home, not for the
holidays, but for retirement. It’s a
great feeling. But a scary one.

For more than 40 years the pace
has been hectic, the interests
varied, the challenges and rewards
manifold, the income steady–never
more than enough, but almost
always enough. The seven children
are all now middle-aged and the
older grandchildren are graduating
from high school and some are off
to college.  One granddaughter is
making us great-grandparents.

Where does time go?
It seems only yesterday Peg and

I were married, the kids were all
small, the Catholic press work was
new, fresh, pioneering territory.

Now, most of our life is
undoubtedly behind us.  We hear
the phrase, “Your whole life is
ahead of you,” and we know they
are speaking about younger people.
For Peg and me the rest of our life
is ahead of us as well, but we have
lived most of our life and have
lived it well.  We have no regrets.
We do not fear old age or death
(although the process of dying is
rather a nuisance!).

Forty years of full-time work in
the Catholic press, 30 of them here
in Florida, each year an opportunity
and a blessing, filled with joys and
sorrows, successes and failures.

I wouldn’t change a moment of
any of those years, even though

some were very painful and I made
some rather serious mistakes.  But,
mistakes and all, it was and is my
life. I thank God for the grace to
have done some things well, and
his mercy for overlooking the
things I did wrong and the things I
did not do that I should have done.

In the last 40 years we’ve seen
major changes in the Church and in
technology.  Changes in the Church
are familiar to almost everyone
over 40 years of age or younger
people who read or listen well.

But the changes in printing
technology are not as well known.
When I began with the Louisiana
Register in 1959, the edited copy
was mailed to Denver, Colo., where
the Register System of newspapers
set type and laid out the paper
following rough instructions from
our office.

When I came to The Florida
Catholic in 1969, we did much the
same thing, except Mark Hellwig
of happy memory walked the
material across the parking lot to
the (then) Sentinel Star where all
the production and printing work
was done.

Gradually, we began setting our
own type and progressed to
producing page negatives and then,
to the present, when we do
everything but think by computer
and transmit the laid-out pages
electronically via Internet to the
News Chief in Winter Haven, our
present printer.

When I arrived in Florida, The
Florida Catholic had about 38,000
subscriptions and served only two
dioceses with one weekly paper.
Today, we serve six dioceses, each
with its own edition of the paper
and we have a combined
circulation of 145,000.  We own
our own office building–debt free.

The future?
I want to spend a lot of quality

time with Peg, seeing relatives and

friends throughout the United
States.  I want to continue writing,
preaching, evangelizing and
serving as a consultant when
needed in the Catholic press.
Already, I have four parish
missions booked in Toronto, New
Jersey, Texas and Florida.

I hope I have thanked everyone
whom I should have thanked for
these many years of joyful ministry
in the Catholic press. My bishop
publishers, most of all Bishop
Thomas J. Grady and Bishop
Norbert M. Dorsey, CP.

Then there’s the staff of The
Florida Catholic, especially Jane
Quinn and Ray Armstrong, both
now retired–and Polly Smith whose
illness limited her tenure with us.
Steve Paradis and Kathi Williams
served as my co-managers.  And
one still-young old-timer, Pat
Edwards, still continues to assist in
overseeing the layout department.
And three special assistants saved
me from many a faux pas–Carolyn
Cibrian, Barbara Minutaglio and
Sue DeMontrichard.

I have to thank many priest
friends, especially Father David
Page, Father Pat O’Neill and the
late Father Vincent Smith, and so
many others.  Nor can I sign this
swan song without naming again
those two pioneering priests who
first hired me into the Catholic
press, Monsignor Alexander O.
Sigur and Monsignor Charles B.
Fortier, both of whom are now with
the Lord.

Nor would it be fitting to sign
out without mentioning by name
some of the special friends who
have been a joy and support over
these many years: James and Ethel
Doyle, Monsignor Owen Campion,
Jesuit Father Walter Burghardt,
Father John Catoir, Father Norm
Muckerman, Archbishop John
Foley, Ethel Gintoft, Chris Gunty,
John and Marie Fink, Art McKenna
and Jerry Costello.

Finally, I must mention my
dear, dear departed friend, Gerry
Sherry, whose prose and voice
graced the pages and conventions
of the Catholic press during 40
fruitful and fun years.

There are so many more whose
names should be mentioned, but
space is a perpetual enemy for the
writer. So, my apologies and
regrets, but know that each and
every one of you is held dear to me.

PePe comes up for me to pet
him and scratch his ears; Peg calls
out that the coffee and biscuits are
ready.

The sun still shines and God
still reigns.  It’s time to begin the
rest of our lives–and it is indeed a
wonderful life!

(Reprinted with permission
from the June 24, 1999 Florida
Catholic.)

by Lucille Guzzone

Eyes were twinkling in
anticipation as the excited children
proceeded to the Parish Hall for
their end of the year party. Here, on
the evening of May 19th, they
received certificates of promotion
while they were treated to cookies
and soft drinks. Under the direction
of Subdeacon Eli Shami and his
able assistant, Pat Tyndall, the
1998-1999 academic year of
religious instruction had reached its
close. Subdeacon Eli expressed
appreciation to the instructors who
were formally trained in imparting
religious instruction or who were
certified public or parochial school
teachers.

Although most of the children
will return next fall, the eighth
graders had experienced their last
class in the program. Many of them
attended CCD for eight years;
therefore, this event signified a
graduation for them. These young
people are now looking forward to
joining Life Teen and are planning
to carry God’s message with them
to their fellow freshmen next
school year. 

These CCD graduates who
deserve special recognition are
Jasmine Cruz, Nicole Cruz, Ricky
Barger Donohue, Jeffrey Festejo,
Joseph Kroom, Michelle Kroom,
James Monahan, Meghan Nolan,
Chad Robertson, Danille Ross,
Robert Sherman, Melissa Therres,
Marlon Thomas, and Robert
Vernon.

CCD Completes Another
Successful year
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“Opus Dei” - Work of God
With this article on Opus Dei,

Christ the King Courier begins a
series of articles on Lay
Apostolates in the Catholic Church
sanctioned by The Vatican, recent
as well as long-standing.  The
founder of Opus Dei, Monsignor
Josemaria Escriva de Balaguer,
was beatified in 1992.  The Courier
will attempt to shed light on these
apolstalates from the perspective of
members of the organizations.

The Courier here interviews
Andre Dieffenthaller, a civil
engineer and father of four children
(ages 6, 4, 2 and 1).

In the next issue, we will feature
an interview with Mike Mackin,
diocesan leader of The Legion of
Mary and Christ the King Parish
Council President.

CKC: What is Opus Dei? What
Does Opus Dei mean?

Andre: Opus Dei is a personal
prelature of the Catholic
Church, which is entrusted with
the pastoral task of spreading
the universal call to Holiness,
i.e. we are all called to be saints
no matter our state in life.  Opus
Dei, which means Work of
God, spreads this message
through means of formation
such as retreats, days of
recollection, weekly talks on
practical Christian living and
spiritual direction. The focus of
the means of formation is
sanctification of ordinary life
by turning each and every task,
particularly our daily work, into
a means of loving and serving
God.  It helps ordinary lay
people seek holiness in and
through their everyday
activities.

As the founder of Opus Dei
put it, “to tell men and women
of every country and of every
condition, race, language,
milieu. and state of life that
they can love and serve God
without giving up their ordinary
work, their family life, and their
normal social relations.”

CKC: Who Started Opus Dei?

Andre: Blessed  Josemaria Escriva
de Balaguer started Opus Dei in
1928. Blessed Josemaria was
born in Barbastro, Spain in
1902 and died in 1975.  During
a retreat in December 1928,
Blessed Josemaria saw that
God was calling him to form
Opus Dei, an organization
dedicated to spreading the
universal call to holiness. With
untiring dedication to the
service of God, Blessed
Josemaria persevered through
the Civil War and many other
trials to spread the message
throughout the world. He wrote
many books that gave spiritual
guidance and practical points
on how to achieve sanctity in

daily life, including “The Way,”
“The Furrow,” and “Forge.”

Today, Opus Dei has
approximately 80,000 members
in five continents and many
more nonmembers that benefit
from the direction and
formation provided by Opus
Dei. After Monsignor Escriva’s
death, thousands of people,
including a third of the bishops
from around the world,
requested that the Holy See
open his cause of beatification
and canonization, which was
opened in 1981. After an
exhaustive examination of
Monsignor Escriva’s life and
work — a process lasting
nearly 10 years —the Pope
beatified him on May 17, 1992,
in St Peter’s Square. Pope John
Paul II described Blessed
Josemaria as “a model of
sanctity” and as an “eminent
testimony of Christian heroism
in the exercise of everyday
human activities.” His process
for canonization is currently
underway.

CKC: “What does Opus Dei do?

Andre: Opus Dei, is an
organization that helps ordinary
people live up to their Christian
calling in their day-to-day
affairs by giving them the
spiritual support and formation
they need to achieve this. It
promotes an awareness of the
universal call to holiness - the
radical idea that every person is
called by God to be a saint -
especially holiness in and by
means of one’s ordinary work
and daily routine. This goal is
pursued through retreats,
mornings/evenings of
recollection, courses in
philosophy and theology, and
personal spiritual guidance, for
members first of all, but also for
others who wish to avail
themselves of these spiritual
services.

Individual members of
Opus Dei do their job and live
with their families and have
social lives like everyone else,
doing exactly what they would
do if they were not in Opus Dei.
The spirit of Opus Dei
encourages them to make these
daily tasks worthy to offer to
God and a better service to
family, friends and society. In
this way they try to grow in
Christian virtue in and through
their work and other day-to-day
activities and encourage others
to do likewise.

To achieve this they
frequent the sacraments and
give some time each day to
prayer, spiritual reading,
Marian devotions, and other
acts of devotion. They try to
practice Christian self-denial,
especially in small things - at
work, in family life, putting

others first, paying attention to
detail, and so on. They attend a
yearly retreat, as well as classes
or courses on the Catholic faith
and on aspects of developing a
spiritual life.

CKC: How can a person become a
member of Opus Dei?

Andre: Membership in Opus Dei is
a vocation, a calling from God.
Once God calls someone to live
that commitment, Opus Dei is
open to anyone and everyone,
independent of talents, abilities
or social standing.  Members of
Opus Dei do not take vows, but
make a commitment to live a
Christian life in accordance
with the spirit of Opus Dei and
a certain ‘plan of life’ which
incorporates daily prayer, Mass,
the Rosary, spiritual reading,
presence of God, frequenting
the sacraments, and personal
apostolate. Even though
membership in Opus Dei is by
no means secret, members
normally do not try to publicize
their membership, because a lay
person’s approach to holiness in
Opus Dei is something
personal, an aspect of his or her
private life. In practice,
colleagues, friends and
acquaintances of members will
always know about their
membership because they make
it known, especially by the way
they live their faith. As a result,
Opus Dei is spread though
personal apostolate and
friendship rather than mass
advertising or formal
announcements.

CKC: How would membership in
Opus Dei impact a person’s
personal life?

Andre: Membership in Opus Dei
impacts a person’s personal life
in many ways, a few of which
are discussed below.  It helps
the person strive to see each
and every task in his/her daily

life as an opportunity to love
and serve God.  No honest task
is too small.  It can help a
person understand how work
can be a form of prayer and a
means to serve God by doing
his/her work well and offering
it up to God.  By approaching
work in this manner, the person
has many opportunities to
exercise various virtues
including charity, order,
fortitude, justice and humility.
And since no ‘shoddy’ work or
task can or should be offered to
God, our daily tasks and work
become living testimonies of
our Christian faith and
relationship to God, drawing
others to Christ by our example.

Faithfully fulfilling one’s
vocation as a parent or spouse
is another way that Opus Dei
can impact a person’s personal
life. It helps the person
understand the importance and
significance of family life and
one’s responsibility of helping
his/her  spouse and children
achieve sanctity.

And finally, the importance
of apostolate is  drawing others
closer to God and spreading the
Christian message to friends,
family, fellow workers and
acquaintances.  The formation
received by Opus Dei reminds
us that Christians today have
the same responsibility as the
first Christians, i.e. to go out
and “win souls for Christ.” The
impact on one’s personal life
can be summarized by Blessed
Josemaria, “Each day be
conscious of your duty to be a
saint.  A saint!  And that doesn’t
mean doing strange things. It
means a daily struggle in the
interior life and in heroically
fulfilling your duty right
through to the end.” He also
states, “Don’t let your life be
sterile. Be useful. Blaze a trail.
Shine forth with the light of
your faith and of your love.”

(Opus Dei’s web site can be found
at www. opusdei.org)

Left to right: Andre; John Paul, 1 year old; Luke, 4 years old; Leah,
6 years old; Suzanne, and Thomas, 2 years old
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Knights of Columbus Install
Dennis J. Stoddard

State Deputy at a special Mass

by Jim Middleton

Dennis J. (D.J.) Stoddard was
installed as State Deputy of the
Knights of Columbus at a special
installation Mass at Christ the King
on July 10. D.J. and his wife,
Linda, and their son, Dennis, and
daughter, Kim, have been
parishioners of Christ The King
since 1970.

D.J. was unanimously elected
to this highest office of the state at
the annual Convention held in May
in Orlando.  He earned this position
by ably and progressively serving
the Knights of Columbus as the

Grand Knight of Arlington Council
4727, the District Deputy, the State
Warden, the State Treasurer, the
State Advocate, and the General
Program Director, as well as
various other state positions and
duties.

A lovely reception followed
after the Mass in the Parish Hall.

Other State Officers installed were:
Rev. N. Edward Booth, Chaplain

Dewey Marshall, Secretary
John McGivern, Treasurer
Stan Zgurzynski, Advocate

Robert Read, Warden
John Hemel, Immediate Past Deputy

David Tebo, General Program Director
Raymond McAteer, Membership Director

Carol Coseo, Grand Knight Pat Bianco, and Deputy Grand Knight George Coseo

State Deputy Dennis J. Stoddard and wife, Linda cut cake

D. J. greets C. K. parishioners
Jim & Mary Ann Middleton and Tom & Nancy Guggisberg

CKCCW Fashion Show Spoof

Fr. Bob Baker addresses Guild family Sissy Keegen & Eileen Porter

Dolores Bianco, Inga Morgan, and Doris Faustini

Members enjoying dinner

CKCCW 45 Years of Service
Installation Luncheon

by Eileen Porter

CKCCW chose the Selva
Marina Country Club for their
installation luncheon on May 22.
Formerly known as Christ the King
Guild, this is their 45th year their
organization has been an active part
of the parish. While the Council is
a social organization, where the
women of the parish enjoy
fellowship with one another it’s a
service organization as well,
serving the parish and the
community at large in a number of
ways. It is composed of circles
whose members meet once a month
in small groups, and then once a
month the entire membership
comes together for a general
meeting.

President Helen Pierce presided
at the meeting, welcoming all the
ladies and then led the blessing. A
delicious lunch was served. After
lunch the new officers were
installed, with Sissy Keegan as

presiding officer. The new officers
are: President, Pat Setzer, First Vice
President, Clareta Lamusga,
Treasurer, Wanda Wojdat and
Recording Secretary, Pat Askew.
Helen Pierce presented gifts to her
board members and to the
chairmen of the Circles as well. 

The new president, Pat Setzer
presented a gift to Helen Pierce and
expressed the gratitude of the
Council for her work and
dedication during the past two
years. Helen was responsible for a
number of things during her tenure,
one of the changes she made was
having luncheon meetings at a
local restaurant several times in
place of the night time general
meetings. These were very well
received, by the members.

Pat and her fellow board
members have some innovative
plans for the year 1999-2000 and
invite all women of the parish to
join us as we go into the next
century. 
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Bishop Bob Baker Story
by Dan Scanlan Courier staff
writer

Father Bob, we hardly knew ye!
After just less than two years as
pastor of Christ the King Catholic
Church, Father Bob Baker is now
Bishop Bob Baker, soon to
shepherd a new flock in the
Diocese of Charleston in South
Carolina.

Bishop Baker joined retiring
Bishop David Thompson at an 11
a.m. press conference July 13 to
announce the change, and will be
officially ordained September 29 at
the Cathedral of St. Johns in
Charleston. Bishop Baker becomes
the 12th Bishop of the 31,055-
square-mile, 179-year-old diocese,
which includes the entire state of
South Carolina. He will serve an
estimated 121,637 Catholics in the
state and replaces Bishop
Thompson, who officially retired
May 29 at the age of 75 after
serving as Bishop for nine years.

“The Church of Charleston
welcomes you, Bishop Baker, as a
gift from God elegantly wrapped
with many spiritual graces and
natural gifts,” Thompson said. “Let
us rejoice in the Lord; the Lord is
near; he is our new and most
welcome Lord Bishop, Robert
Baker, Bishop Baker. Happy
sailing!”

Bishop Baker learned of his
appointment on July 6, then
traveled to Charleston on July 12 to
spend a few days meeting his new
priests and touring the area where
he will live. He said the
appointment, which was
announced the same morning in
Washington by Archbishop Gabriel
Montalvo, Apostolic Nuncio to the
United States, was a surprise. In
fact, he said he had just returned
from vacation and was reviewing
his mail when he was told he had
two telephone calls waiting. One
was from Father Jim O’Neal in
Interlachen, the other from a
woman in Washington. D.C.

He talked to Father O’Neal
first, then took the call from the
nation’s capital, only to find it was
Archbishop Montalvo that he had
kept on hold..

“Faux pas No. 1 - I kept him
waiting,” Baker said. “He said, ‘His
Holiness, Pope John Paul II has
appointed you as Bishop of
Charleston. Do you accept?.’ ”

The question was a surprise and
Bishop Baker said he asked for a bit
of time to reflect and pray over the
Papal offer. Thirty minutes later he
called the highest ranking U.S.
representative of the Catholic
Church and accepted.

“I see it as the will of God. I
had to reflect on that. I can imagine
how the Angel Gabriel said,
‘Would you like to be  the mother
of God?’ Coincidentally, the name
of the archbishop is Gabriel,”
Bishop Baker said. “I am
comfortable and relaxed about it.

Initially, as you can imagine, you
go through the throes of whether I
should say yes to it.”

Bishop Baker was born June 4,
1944 in Willard, Ohio, and
graduated from the Pontifical
College Josephinium College
Department in Worthington, Ohio
in 1966. He spent the next four
years at the school’s theology
program, then was ordained a priest
on March 21 at his home parish of
St. Wendelin in Fostoria, Ohio. He
came south almost immediately,
becoming assistant pastor at St.
Paul’s Catholic Church in
Jacksonville Beach and teaching
religion at Bishop Kenny High
School.

In 1972, Bishop Baker went to
Rome to study theology at
Gregorian University, completing
his dissertation after his return to
Gainesville to be administrator at
the University of Florida’s Catholic
Student Center and church.
Appointed vice president of the
Presbyteral Council of the Diocese
of St. Augustine in 1980, he
ascended to the presidency in 1984.

Teaching was in his blood as he
moved to the St. Vincent de Paul
Seminary in Boynton Beach in
1981 as a Sacramental Theology
teacher as well as spending that
summer at American College in
Leuven, Belgium. Upon his return
to Florida in late 1984, Bishop
Baker was named pastor of the
Cathedral Basilica of St. Augustine,
where he remained until Bishop
John Snyder sent him to Christ the
King. Bishop Baker also began
soup kitchens and homeless
shelters in Gainesville and St.
Augustine during those years, and
started Our Lady of Hope Farm, a
care and rehabilitation center for
those with addictions.

Bishop Snyder greeted the
news that his friend was headed
north by saying it was a “source of
great joy and pride for all in the
Diocese of St. Augustine to have
one of its own parish priests chosen
for this important pastoral
responsibility.” But the news was
greeted with a mixture of emotions
at the Arlington parish where the
new Bishop was named pastor on
August 1, 1997 by Bishop Snyder. 

Monsignor Danaher said the
news that his successor had been
named a bishop wasn’t a surprise,
although he didn’t think it would be
this soon. He said Charleston is
getting a good leader.

“It was absolute jubilation. I
was happy, and it is a wonderful
choice and the Holy Spirit at
work,” Danaher said. “He has all
the qualities you would expect in a
bishop. He has a great mind and a
great heart, and is a very spiritual
and caring person. …I did tell Pat
Thomas and others that one day,
Bob would be a bishop, and here
we are.”

Sister Therese Horan, who has
been part of Christ the King for
more than 20 years and has worked
closely with both Baker and
Danaher, said she was both elated
and sad at the imminent departure
of the new Bishop. She said the
news was “breaking everybody’s
heart,” but everyone is so proud of
the appointment.

“Everybody is so upset that he
is going. He is such a wonderful,
nice man to work with and so nice,”
she said. “But it is an honor, and he
deserves it.”

As soon as the news began
circulating the parish July 13, the
rectory telephone began ringing off
the hook as calls came in literally
from “all over the world and all
over the state,” said Stewardship
Director Pat Thomas. Most of the
telephone calls were happy for the
new Bishop, but sad he was
leaving. And after working closely
with Bishop Baker for almost two
years, she too has mixed emotions.

“I was very happy for him
because it is very special to be
made a bishop,” she said. “I wasn’t
sad then. . . We came through it
when Monsignor left and he had
been here 20 years. We have been
fortunate to have Father Bob for
two years, and we are going to get
another good man just like them.”

Eucharistic minister Sonja
Smith didn’t learn about the
appointment until late in the day,
when she dropped by the rectory to
drop off some photographs for this
edition of the Courier. When she
learned that Father Baker was now
a Bishop, and soon to leave she
jokingly said, she wished he
wouldn’t go.

“I am glad for him,” she said.
“He has been very good for us.
He’s friendly and personable. He
will be very good.”

Thomas said Bishop Baker’s
legacy was that he easily walked
into the shoes of a man who had
been here for over 20 years and,
“took right over like there had
never been a pause.” She called
him a people’s priest.

“The people have loved him
and he has loved them. He is a very
scholarly man and he is very
spiritual. He’s really everything
you would expect a bishop to be
and we never expected him to last
here very long.”

Neither did Father John Tetlow,
who said Bishop Baker taught him
when he was in high school. He
said Bishop Baker always has a
wonderful way with people and is
very spiritual. In fact, he said he
“always figured they would make
Bob a Bishop,” and that the Church
picked the best.

“I wasn’t surprised. I was elated
and excited. I think it will be a loss
for this parish, but I am happy for
the larger Church and I am very
happy for Father Bob because he
will be a great Bishop of
Charleston,” Tetlow said. “He has

done some very powerful work
throughout the diocese and in the
seminary. He taught me in high
school and kind of got the vocation
started in me.”

Bishop Baker said he is
flattered by the comments of his
Jacksonville flock. He said he will
be sad to leave the First Coast,
where he has spent almost all of his
years as a priest. 

“That is when you get a bit
teary  eyed, realizing you are
leaving people behind that you
know and love,” Bishop Bob said.
“The Lord and His Vicar on earth,
the Pope, call the shots. I don’t. I go
where the Lord calls me and where
I am needed, and I trust the
decision of my Bishop and my
Pope.” Since he lived with Bishop
John Snyder for 13 years, he saw
“first hand” what a Bishop had to
do, he knows the new position
won’t be an easy job. “Yes,” he
said, “there is the glamor of being a
Bishop, but the other side is a
heavy responsibility.”

“You have to make difficult
decisions. I saw Bishop Snyder
doing that, and he always did it
with grace and composure and I
pray I can do the same,” he said.
“It’s not going to be easy to leave a
great parish like Christ the King;
great people and a great staff. This
is a great, great parish and a great
diocese. It hit me hard when I
realized how great I have had it
here for the past two years.”

Bishop Baker was greeted with
a surprise welcome home party
when he returned from Charleston
on July 14. He was greeted by
Christ the King staff, parishioners
and even Monsignor Danaher.
More events will be scheduled
before he has to finally leave.

Church officials say a new
pastor  may be named by
September, although no one knows
who it will be yet. But Pat Thomas
reminds everyone that whoever it
is, he will take Christ the King
Catholic Church into the next
century.

“It won’t be Monsignor and it
won’t be Father Bob,” she said.
“But it will be a good man because
this is what the good people of this
parish deserve.”
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Bishop-Elect Robert J. Baker’s Statement
at Press Conference in Charleston, July 13, 1999

Thank you Bishop Thompson
for your warm welcome to
Charleston and your gracious
hospitality. How blessed have the
people of the Diocese been to have
had you lead them, and I ask you
now to pray for me that I may
emulate your devoted and faith-
filled leadership in the days and
months and years ahead.

I come to the Diocese of
Charleston as a parish priest and as
a pastor in a large city parish.
Thanks to the pastoral zeal and
wisdom of a great pastor, my
predecessor, Monsignor Mortimer
Danaher, this parish has helped
inspire me, nourish me and lead me
closer to God and the people I had
been called to serve. I have been
blessed to know from the personal
experience of parish life, at Christ
the King Parish in Jacksonville,
Florida, and other parishes where I
have served, that parish life is at the
heart of the life of the Church. It is
where we are welcomed into the
faith community through Baptism,
nourished by Sacramental Life and
the Word of God, and sent forth
into eternity. I am proud to have
spent most of my priesthood as a
parish priest and pastor.

I was settling back into parish
life this past week after my summer
vacation when the surprising news
came from the Apostolic Nuncio,
Archbishop Montalvo, of my
appointment as Bishop of
Charleston by our Holy Father.

It is with humble gratitude that
I accept the trust our Holy Father
has placed in me, and I now look
forward with anticipation, joy, and
confidence in the Lord to serving
the dedicated priests, religious, and
lay men and women of the historic
Diocese of Charleston.

It is from one diocese steeped
in history to another that I come.
This is not my initial contact with
the diocese. Several years ago one
of my parishioners from Cathedral
Parish in St. Augustine, Florida,
organized a relief convoy to help
victims of Hurricane Hugo in
Charleston. And from my visits to
this beautiful city, past and present,
I understand the meaning behind
stories Charlestonians tell about
themselves, such as the one that
concerns a wealthy matron who
was asked why she never used her
money to travel. “But my dear,” the
venerable lady was said to reply,
“why should I travel when I’m
already here?”

How blessed this great State of
South Carolina is with beauty,
culture, art and tradition!

How much more blessed it is by
the faith of thousands who come
together to pray, to serve those in
need, and to build communities of
faith.

I am honored to now be part of
your journey of faith as your new
bishop, and it is an honor to be
following in the very capable

footsteps of Bishop Thompson. On
your behalf I thank him for his kind
and courageous leadership which
has inspired so many. With God’s
grace, I will attempt to build on the
great foundations of pastoral
service he has left me; and they are
many.

And on a personal note, I thank
you Bishop, for your kindness,

hospitality, and advice. You have
been a great help to me since we
first met by telephone last week,
and I will continue to rely on your
wisdom and advice in the coming
months.

I extend my warm greetings,
my love, and my prayers to all the
wonderful people of all faiths in the
great State of South Carolina.

Please pray for me as I assume
the mantle of leadership among you
as Bishop and Pastor of the Diocese
of Charleston, and as your brother
and your friend.

Used with permission from The
New Catholic Miscellany, July 15,
1999

Monsignor James Carter, Vicar General, Bishop-Elect Bob Baker and
Bishop David Thompson

Bishop-Elect Baker and Bishop Thompson at press conference

Monsignor Chet Moczydlowski, Bibshop-Elect Bob Baker and Monsignor
James Carter, Vicar General in The Cathedral of St. John the Baptist,

Charleston, South Carolina
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Bishop Baker introduced to the
Diocese of Charleston

at press conference

by Jordan McMorrough
on July, 15, 1999
for The New Catholic Miscellany 
Used in the Courier with permission

CHARLESTON — Bishop
Robert Baker was introduced to the
Diocese of Charleston by his
predecessor, Bishop David B.
Thompson, in a Tuesday morning
press conference held at the
cathedral center.

In his opening remarks, Bishop
Thompson said, “The Church of
Charleston, welcomes you, Bishop
Baker, as a gift from God, elegantly
wrapped with many spiritual graces
and natural gifts — and all for us.
We thank God and our Holy Father
for you, and we are so grateful to
you for being willing to come
among us as our shepherd and
friend.”

He continued, “Bishop Baker,
we pledge to you from this moment
onward our love and loyalty, our
friendship and prayers, our support
and obedience. We are blessed to
call you our Bishop.”

Bishop Thompson told his
successor that, “You will be blessed
to be the Bishop of Charleston in its
clergy, in those vowed to
consecrated life, and in its devoted
and ever-increasing laity. Bishop
Baker, the Faithful of Charleston
have made me proud and grateful
to be their Bishop; they will do no
less for you. As I commend them to
your care, I bless them and thank
them for almost a decade of
graceful accomplishments and holy
love.”

After his introduction, Bishop
Baker thanked Bishop Thompson
for his warm welcome to

Charleston and his gracious
hospitality. “How blessed have the
people of the diocese been to have
had you lead them, and I ask you
now to pray for me that I may
emulate your devoted and faith-
filled leadership in the days and
months and years ahead.”

Bishop Baker said that he
comes to the Diocese of Charleston
as a parish priest and as a pastor in
a large city parish. “I have been
blessed to know from the personal
experience of parish life, at Christ
the King Parish in Jacksonville,
Fla., and other parishes where I
have served, that parish life is at the
heart of the life of the Church. It is
where we are welcomed into the
faith community through baptism,
nourished by sacramental life and
the Word of God, and sent forth
into eternity. I am proud of have
spend most of my priesthood as a
parish priest and pastor.”

The new bishop told of how he
was settling back into parish life
this past week when the news came
from the apostolic nuncio,
Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo, of
his appointment as Bishop of
Charleston by the Holy Father.

“It is with humble gratitude that
I accept the trust our Holy Father
has placed in me, and I now look
forward with anticipation, joy, and
confidence in the Lord to serving
the dedicated priests, religious, and
lay men and women of the historic
Diocese of Charleston,” said
Bishop Baker.

He explained that this was also
not his initial contact with the
diocese. Several years ago, one of
his parishioners from the cathedral
parish in St. Augustine organized a
relief convoy to help victims of
Hurricane Hugo.

“I am now honored to now be
part of your faith journey as your
new bishop, and it is an honor to be
following in the very capable
footsteps of Bishop Thompson,”
said Bishop Baker. “On your behalf
I thank him sincerely for his kind
and courageous leadership which
has inspired so many. With God’s
grace, I will attempt to build on the
great foundations of personal
service he has left me; and they are
many.”

On a personal note, the new
bishop thanked Bishop Thompson
for his kindness, hospitality, and
advice. “You have been a great help
to me since we first met by
telephone last week, and I will
continue to rely on your wisdom
and advice and encouragement and
prayers in the coming months.”

In closing, Bishop Baker
extended, “my warm greetings, my
love, and my prayers to all the
wonderful people of all faiths in the
great state of South Carolina.

Please pray for me as I assume the
mantle of leadership among you as
Bishop and Pastor of the Diocese of
Charleston, and as your brother and
your friend.”

In answering questions from
the media after their prepared
statements, Bishop Baker said he
was “in a state of shock” when he
received the news about his
appointment. He said that although
the appointment was a surprise, it
was nonetheless a great honor. “I
will serve the Lord in whatever
way needed,” the Bishop told the
assembled press representatives.

Asked what his current role
would be until his ordination,
Bishop Baker said that the diocesan
consultors would soon meet and
elect a temporary administrator for
the diocese. He said he would
spend the interim preparing for the
ceremony and “learning more
about the priests, religious and lay
people of the state of South
Carolina.”

Describing his feelings today,
the Bishop said he had celebrated
Mass earlier in the morning and
that occasion is always “the high
point of my day.” He said that
everything he does is in the context
of prayer. “Prayer is the center of
my life.” Bishop Baker also said he
has a “great desire to take up this
challenge” of serving as a prelate.

In answering a question
concerning the needs of the
Diocese of Charleston, Bishop
Baker responded that they are
“similar to the ones of the diocese I
came from.” The number one need
listed was vocations. In addition,
the Bishop said he would work
with pastors to support them in
their ministries, along with the
diocesan staff in service to the
parishes.

Bishop Thompson was then
asked his thoughts about
retirement, and replied that he
would first of all: “Rejoice and be
glad.” He said Bishop Baker is
known as a people person and
compassionate man, and that he
will work diligently to support him
in whatever he does; to be loyal to
him, obey him and to love him and
serve him.

The Bishop also said he is very
happy to be out of my car and out
of the air, as “the traveling has been
enormous here in South Carolina.”

Bishop Baker added that he
would rely heavily on Bishop
Thompson for advice in the days
ahead, as he will be traveling back
and forth between Florida and
South Carolina for the next month
and a half. 

“There are many similarities
between St. Augustine and
Charleston. I feel much at home in
this diocese.”

The Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, Charleston
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Eli Shami, Judy Koziolek, Bishop-Elect Robert Baker

By Eileen Porter

It was the first news conference
many of us had ever attended.  It
was really interesting with all the
local television channels, and their
cameras and lights, and it was fun
when we recognized local news
anchors.

The occasion was the
introduction of Bishop-Elect
Robert Baker, when he was
introduced to the news media by
our own Bishop John Snyder.  This
occurred on July l5 at the Catholic
Center.  After Bishop Snyder’s
introduction Bishop-Elect Baker
spoke to those assembled. Bishop
Baker spoke of his years in the
Diocese of St. Augustine and

remembered fondly the parishes
and parishioners that he had served.

He also spoke of the
unexpected honor of his
appointment as Bishop of
Charleston, and of the joy he
experienced in his parish duties. He
expressed his gratitude to Bishop
Snyder who has been a wonderful
example of spiritual leadership and
humbly hoped that he would with
God’s help be able to fulfill his
mission.

After Bishop Baker concluded
his remarks he answered questions
posed to him by the news-media.

A delicious lunch was served
that we all enjoyed. We also had a
chance to congratulate our Pastor,
our friend, the newly appointed
Bishop of the Diocese of
Charleston, South Carolina.

Seated: Helen Damato, Gloria Nebrich. Standing L to R: Janet
Morton, Susan Riker, Eileen Porter, Jean Sell, Grace Berkey, Neil

Porter. Back Row: John Faustini, Doris Faustini, Fr. Thanh,
Ward Berkey

by Eileen Porter

The “grapevine” was in full
bloom!! Our own Father Bob was
appointed Bishop of the Diocese of
Charleston.  What an exciting day
telephones were ringing off the
hook all over Jacksonville and
especially Christ the King. July 13,
was the day the appointment was
officially announced and the news
spread quickly.

Most of us had mixed emotions
- pride in Fr. Bob over this great
honor bestowed on him by the Holy
Father and  our sense of loss at
losing our beloved pastor.

When the Bishop-elect returned
on July l4, he was greeted by a
large group assembled in his living
room to celebrate this special
occasion there were “welcome
home” banners & flowers & over
the fireplace was a large picture of
the new Bishop with a scarlet
birreta on one side and a scarlet
skull cap on the other; it was a
pleasant surprise for Bishop Bob
and gave us an opportunity to
congratulate him and wish him
well.

God speed Bishop Bob it has
been wonderful to have an
opportunity to know you these past
two years.

Bishop-Elect Robert Baker
and Bishop John Snyder

Bishop-Elect Baker
Speaks to

Local News Media

Welcome
Home
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by Bernie Sans, Music Director

The Introductory Rites
No one comes to Thanksgiving

dinner and sits right down to eat..at
least no one who has any sensitivity
to the family patterns and accepted
ways of proceeding on this day.

The celebration of Mass is
similar for the Christian
community. We never come in
expecting just to sit down and
immediately hear the scriptures.
There are normal patterns, accepted
things we do to get us in the proper
mood, to help us begin, to prepare
us for what follows.

Even before the first note is
sung there is activity in progress.
We are coming into the church. We
are in the process of assembling.
We are Gathering. Perhaps we are
greeted at the door by an “official”
representative of the community.
Many of us do it quite naturally on
our own - beginning in the parking
lot, in the doorways, in the aisles
and pews. More and more we are
becoming aware that before we can
pray together, we have to BE
together.

We are also greeted by the
decor, by the environment inside
the church building. Environment
and art are not expendable luxuries
but necessary elements for our
praying together. Christian public
prayer addresses all our senses. It
speaks to the whole person.

The Introductory [Gathering]
Rites of the Mass continue this
process of preparing us to become a
true gathering of believers, an
assembly united in heart and mind,
a community within whose midst
Christ is already present. The
following are the various
components of these rites:

+ The Entrance or Gathering Song
+ Entrance Procession
+ Veneration of the Altar
+ Sign of the Cross
+ Greeting and Response
+ Spoken introduction to the Mass
+ Penitential Rite
+ Glory to God
+ Opening Prayer

Although a time for common
ritual preparation is very important,
still these rites must be seen and
celebrated as readying us for what
is to come. Amid the many
elements found here the Entrance
Song and the Opening Prayer are
often considered the most
fundamental.  The rites in between
are more flexible.

ENTRANCE SONG
Singing, more

than anything else,
jells a gathering
people into a
unified body.
Kiwanis and other
service clubs
know this well.
They begin their
meetings with
song... something
the members know
and sing with
gusto.

We also begin our celebration
with song, namely, the entrance or
opening or gathering song. This is
the first action that the community
undertakes as one body. Its purpose
is to integrate the people, the
ministers, and the mystery of the
celebration. This song is so
important - even more important
than the procession - that we
usually should be singing the text
to the end.

ENTRANCE PROCESSION
T h e

procession of
ministers is a
ritual entrance
of the presiding
priest and those
who will serve
the assembly in
other ways
during the
celebration. The
procession may
be very festive
or very simple,

depending on the occasion. It
always serves as a visual
expression of the people being a
community since every minister is
first and foremost a member of the
assembly.

VENERATION OF THE
ALTAR

The procession concludes with
a reverence to the altar. The altar, of
course, is the primary physical
object in the church. It is a symbol
of Christ who is the cornerstone
and spiritual rock of the Church. It
is also a symbol of the Christ who
is present in his members. On some
festive occasions we show our
respect to the holy table through the
use of incense since it is from the
altar that prayer ascends like
incense before God (cfr. Psalm
141:2).

SIGN OF THE
CROSS;

GREETING;
INTRODUCTION 

TO THE MASS
OF THE DAY
At the end of the

song we make the sign of the cross,
a reminder that we are people
baptized in the name of the triune
God. The greeting and response
express that the Lord is indeed
present among us. The optional
introduction to the liturgy of the
day should recall the special
character of the celebration.

PENITENTIAL RITE
Here the whole assembly

recalls that God is a loving God
who is constantly extending to us
his mercy and salvation. The
presider first invites us to turn to
the Lord who is gentle and
compassionate. In silence, we are
then to look within ourselves, to
reflect upon those areas of our life
that in particular summon us to
reconciliation with God and others.
This reflection is followed by a
common proclamation that we all
need the healing grace of the Lord.
The rite concludes with a spoken
prayer of the presider requesting
forgiveness. The primary focus of
the rite is upon God and his gift of
mercy.

GLORY TO GOD
The Gloria,

also called the
“ g r e a t e r
doxology” is an
ancient hymn of
the church that
was originally
used as an Easter

song.  Today we use it to emphasize
the festive and special character of
certain Sundays and feasts. The
assembly expresses its joy, praises
God for His glory, and requests the
Risen Lord to hear its prayer.
Traditionally, the Gloria is
excluded from Mass during the

penitential season of Lent and the
season of preparation called
Advent.

OPENING PRAYER
The introductory

or gathering rites are
brought to a
conclusion by the
opening prayer.
Conscious that we
stand in the presence
of God, we are now
invited by the
presider to pray in

silence. This time of silence is
integral to the prayer so that we
have an opportunity to realize that
we are in God’s presence and to
formulate our petitions. Then the
presider gathers together the
unvoiced intentions of all in a
prayer to God.  This prayer is
addressed to God through the
mediation of Christ (our High
Priest and Advocate) in the Holy
Spirit. This is our prayer, and we
assent to it by our resounding
“Amen,” a Hebrew word meaning
“so be it”.

These introductory rites, not all
of which are used on every
occasion, are important if we are to
prepare ourselves to listen to God’s
holy word and share at the table of
the Lord. We prepare ourselves not
as numerous individuals who
happen to gather to recite our
private prayers with others in the
same building.  Rather, we gather
and prepare ourselves as a people
joined together in Christ through
baptism and called together by
God. From the very beginning of
the celebration we are called upon
to give heed to others, to be
attentive to their presence, to make
room for them in our lives.  This is
our privilege and joy. This we are
called to do because we are a
Church, the believing people of
God.

Next Issue: The Liturgy of the
Word
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by Eileen Porter

When Father Baker suggested
to Pat Thomas, before her trip to
Rome with the Youth Group in
September 1997, that she look for a
statue of Saint Francis of Assisi, he
had no idea of the chain of events
that was to follow.

What Father Bob had
envisioned was an outdoor grotto
with a statue of Saint Francis of
Assisi, where the blessing of
animals would take place and

would be a permanent shrine
dedicated to the saint who gave up
great wealth to embrace a life of
poverty and service to the poor.  He
was known for his great love of
God and of man, and to all of God’s
creatures.  He called the animals his
brothers and Saints.  Although
never ordained a priest, Saint
Francis founded the Franciscan
Order which is devoted to
preaching the Gospel and living a
life of joy in strict poverty.

When Pat, and the group of
people who went to Assisi, saw an
outstanding statue of Saint Francis,
she pointed it out to the other
members of the group which
included Vince and Anne Shea, and
she also noted the shop’s name and
location.  When she returned to
Christ the King (CTK), she told
Father Bob about the statue.

Father Bob, Monsignor
Danaher and Pat returned to Italy in
December of 1998 and went to
Assisi.  In the meantime, however,
Assisi had been struck by an
earthquake, and when they returned
in 1998, what had been a thriving
city was a ghost town.  There was
damage to the shop where Pat had
seen the statue, however the statue
of Saint Francis was unharmed.  

They were impressed with the
beauty of the statue, but when they
considered the upkeep and possible
deterioration of the statue in an
outdoor location, they decided not
to buy it at that time.  They talked
to the shop keeper, however, and
got pertinent information about

buying the statue.  Upon returning
to Jacksonville, Father Bob began
looking into other ways to display
the statue, and it was decided to
place it inside the church.

Father Bob called the shop
keeper in Assisi in January 1999,
and the statue arrived in April of
this year. The project was not as
simple as it seemed though.  The
Knights of Columbus Council 4727
very generously paid for its
delivery to the United States.

Russ Strauss, a Christ the King
parishioner and member of the
Knights of Columbus, arranged to
have the statue delivered to this
country.  Russ had a truck pick up
the statue in Assisi and it was on its
way.  On the journey the truck
became snow bound in the
mountains of Italy where it was
held up for several days.

When the statue finally reached
its point of export, it was held up
again because a letter was required
from the Ministry of Arts stating it
was not a national treasure.  The
letter arrived, the statue was crated
and was on its way!  

Russ realized that Christ the
King was a first time importer, and
the CET (Contraband Enforcement
Team) would order an intensive
exam which might include drilling
holes into the crate and thus into the
statue.  This is done routinely for
first-time importers as a check for
illegal drugs.  Russ called a long-
time friend in the CET and
explained the situation.
Fortunately, his friend was able to
eliminate this requirement.

When our wonderful Christ the
King School students heard about
the statue, they wanted to pay for it.
Each year the school children’s
contributions are put aside and the
children decide how to spend the

money.  When they heard about the
statue of Saint Francis, they were
delighted to pay for it as a thank
you to all the CTK Parishioners
who do not have children in school,
but who’s Stewardship helps
support the school.

The base for the statue was
designed and built by Mr.
Wellington Morton.  Mr. Morton
built a matching stand on the other
side of the entrance to the church
which hopefully will hold a statue
of Saint Clare.

Father Baker hasn’t abandoned
his idea for an outdoor shrine to
Saint Francis and has arranged with
Sister Ann Francis Mehany, Most
Holy Trinity Parish, Detroit,
Michigan to design tiles in a
modernized version of the Basilica
of Saint Francis of Assisi, and of
Saint Clare, the patron saint of
widows and orphans.  

Saint Clare was also born in
Assisi, and from her childhood
wanted to consecrate herself to
Jesus Christ.  Having heard of Saint
Francis, she had an overwhelming
desire to speak with him.  A friend
arranged a meeting and Clare’s
conversation with Saint Francis
made her resolve to enter a
Benedictine convent of nuns.
Later, she was joined by Saint
Agnes, and together they founded
the Poor Clares of the Second
Order of Saint Francis. Although
she inherited great wealth upon her
father’s death, she accepted none of
the money but gave it all to the
poor.

Despite the problems involved
in getting the statue of Saint
Francis here and getting it placed in
the church, when we look at the
statue we know it was all
worthwhile.

The Odyssey
of a Statue

Bishop Elect Baker with the long
awaited statues of St. Francis of

Assisi

Ministry of Mothers’ Sharing - M.O.M.S.
by Carol Ann Black

Since our last issue of the
Courier, Christ the King Moms has
been a busy bunch.  We’ve had our
usual business meetings in April
and May, which are important for
our basic functioning, but we’ve
had several other interesting and
rewarding activities as well.  First
on our calendar was the Seventh
Annual M.O.M.S. Reunion held on
April 27th at San Jose Country
Club.  The Reunion was hosted by
San Jose M.O.M.S.  The guest
speaker was Eunice Chesire,
M.O.M.S. Regional Coordinator in
Dallas, Texas.  Her topic for the
evening was “Miracles, Marbles
and Motherhood?”; her humorous
and spiritual anecdotes  encouraged
us in our efforts to maintain mental
and spiritual health through the
various stages of motherhood.  It
was a great evening for the sellout
crowd.

May 22 brought the Mother’s
Retreat at Marywood with Sister
Paula Hagen who first established
M.O.M.S., and who has developed
retreats for M.O.M.S. through the
country.  “MomStories,” vignettes
written by mothers across the
country, was the bible for the day.
A sidebar to this is that any

MomStories in your own life would
be a wonderful addition to this
book which is updated every year.
So jot them down Moms—to keep
them near and dear to yourself but
also to share with others.  The spirit
of M.O.M.S. LIVES!

On May 12, Pat Cook presented
a spiritual workshop for the women
of the parish sponsored by
M.O.M.S.  Her topic was women’s’
friendships as exemplified by Mary
and Elizabeth.  She was
enthusiastically received and we
have been asked by the attendees to
invite her again; and I expect we
will plan to do so during the next
year.  And again we  plan to
welcome all women of the parish,
as well as M.O.M.S. members.
Patty Sloan organized Ms. Cook’s
visit and Patricia Japour—our very
own Perle Mesta cum Martha
Stewart—presented the
refreshments.  Icing on the cake
one might say.

Christ the King House of
Prayer was the site on June 8 for the
Core Team to meet and meditate
after 5:30 P.M. Mass and a covered
dish supper.  Again Patty Sloan
planned and directed the entire
evening.  She based her meditations
on the book “God is in the Small
Stuff, and it all Matters”, by Bruce
and Stan, who also wrote “Bruce &
Stan’s Guide to God”. Moms are

constantly involved with the
SMALL STUFF;  it’s what our
lives are made of.  Special guests
for the evening were Donna
Iglesias and Marsha Williams, who
head up the Mass-time Daycare,
and Donna Simons, our Regional
Director.

Speaking of the Daycare that
Donna and Marsha so ably run, be
sure to take advantage of its
services on a regular basis.  The
pay-back commitment is really
quite small, and definitely worth
the effort.  Can you pray without
the Kling-ons klinging on?  Give it
a try.

Remember the Mardi Gras
party the M.O.M.S. organized late
this past winter?  HMMM? Well,
think Autumn Festival.  Christ the
King M.O.M.S. is in the planning
stages for another party.  Be sure to
watch for details in the parish and
school bulletins, and in the
Courier.

M.O.M.S. sessions are already
scheduled for autumn and the early
spring.  These are the real meat of
our wonderful organization and we
invite Moms of all ages to
participate.  The dates are—
September 30 until November 18;
and February 3 until March 23.  We
expect to have daytime and evening
sessions for each period.

In order to keep these sessions
running smoothly we need a

Coordinator of Facilitators, and
Linda Dixon has agreed to fill that
position on the Core Team.  Linda
attended the M.O.M.S. sessions
herself several years ago.  Soon
thereafter she completed the
facilitators training program and
has been a facilitator more than
once.  Thank you, Linda, for being
willing to serve M.O.M.S. in yet
another capacity.

That’s it for now.  Remember—
God is in the small stuff, and it all
matters.
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by Barbara Hanuscin

This quote is from the parable
of the good Samaritan (Luke 10:
29-37) which was a story of special
personal significance to Frederic
Ozanam, founder of the Society of
St. Vincent DePaul. Placed under
the patronage of St. Vincent DePaul
(SVDP), the society seeks in a
spirit of justice and charity, by a
person to person involvement of its
volunteer  members, to help those
who are needy and suffering.

The Society of St. Vincent
DePaul is an international Catholic
organization of lay persons who
wish to live their faith by loving
and serving as Jesus did. It was

founded in Paris, France, in 1833
by Frederic Ozanam. The 20-year-
old college student and his
companions wanted to bear witness
to the Church and the mission it
received from Jesus. 

The Society’s charitable
services, expressed principally
through its network of parish
volunteer groups, called
“Conferences,” is part of the life of
the Catholic Church.  It works
closely with Catholic Services and
other diocesan organizations
involved in lay ministry.

Spirituality: Vincentians strive,
through prayer, meditation on
the Scriptures, fidelity to the

teachings of the Church and in
the various aspects of their
daily lives, to bear witness to
the love of Christ in their
relationship with those in need.
In  this giving of themselves,
they receive from the needy and
suffering they serve, more of
Jesus who they seek to emulate.
Those who see in the poor the
face of Jesus, understand the
Vincentian spirit. The aspect of
“spirituality” is what sets the
Society apart from other
community services.

The Vincentian is there to
“serve” not to judge.

“Whatsoever you did to the
least of My brothers and sisters,
you did it to Me.” (Matthew 26-
45).

Structure: Groups of Conferences
(in several Parishes) make up
Councils. Groups of Councils
(in groups of states) are divided
into regions within the United
States. These Regional
Councils comprise the National
Council. The International
Council General coordinates
activities of the Society
throughout the world.

Confidentiality: the concept of
confidentiality is based on the
individual’s right to privacy,
expressed or implied, and has
both legal and ethical
implications. Confidentiality
means that disclosures of the
family or individual to the
Vincentian member and the
SVDP Conference will not be
revealed to others except under
certain circumstances, and then
only for the purpose of helping
them.

Visitation: Vincentians make in-
home visitations in teams of
two. This is done for various
reasons: safety, support,
witness, but especially because
Christ said that “Wherever two
or more are gathered in my
name, there am I in the midst of
them.”(Matt. 18:19)

Documentation: Reports are filled
out on every call completed or
attempted, no matter what type
of assistance is given such as
financial, food, referrals to
other agencies, help with
utilities, work tools, medical
expenses, rent assistance,
emotional or spiritual support
and various other  types of
assistance. Reports are shared
within the conference at the
weekly meetings. By this
sharing, suggestions of how to
help with the problem often
assists the Vincentians in
completing the call and helping
the individual client to begin to
solve his/her problem.

Activities: Besides in-home
visitations, many Conferences

operate soup kitchens, thrift
stores, food pantries, provide
furniture assistance, assist in
setting up food  co-op’s, half-
way houses, assistance with
budgeting, medically related
programs, homeless shelters,
disaster preparedness and
committees to go in when
FEMA and the Red Cross leave
disaster areas.

Here at Christ the King: the
Conference meets every
Monday night at 7:30 PM in the
St. Mary’s Room. Our
Conference has active and
associate members. Active
members coordinate calls that
come in distributing the calls to
other active Vincentians.
Members shop for the pantry
and keep it in order. Furniture
and household items are
received, stored, and distributed
as the need arises. We staff a
small office in the rectory to
service transients without an
address we can visit. 

Some associate members
provide financial assistance.
Others give prayer assistance,
which is vital to continuing our
mission in the Spirit of Christ.
We have supported the start-up
of several other organizations
such as the SHARE  food
program, which was here for
several years, and the Parish
Nurse Ministry.

Vincentians are known to
take a “leap of faith.” So many
times we will need something,
and it seems that when  we first
mention the need, sometimes
by the next morning, we
receive a call to the rectory
regarding the donation of the
needed item - even before our
need was made known. We
once voted to donate a sum of
money to build a senior citizen
home in Haiti. It was something
that we really prayed about as it
would deplete the treasury
substantially. Well, within two
weeks of the decision being
made, we received more than
double that amount as a
memorial gift from the spouse
of a previously deceased
member who no longer resided
in this area.

Member Requirements: No special
degrees, just the willingness to
serve. We have members from
all walks of life: teachers,
policemen, state case workers,
computer science folks, nurses,
retired businessmen,
housewives, secretaries, car
salesmen, mechanics, insurance
sales people, etc.

Interested? Call:

Russ Butzirus (Pres.) 221-6709
Howard Sell (1st VP) 744-5937
Barbara Hanuscin (2nd VP)  724-1776

Need Help? Call:

SVDP Helpline         634-8544 ext #1

“And Who is My Neighbor?”

News From the Polish Community

(Wiersz napisal Polak, mieszkajcy
na Florydzie - p.J.K. Siemaszko,
Który przyjechal specjalnie do
Gdanska, na spotkanie z Papiezem)

Witaj, Ojcze Swiety.
Witaj na pomorskiej,
polskiej ziemi.
Od tysiclecia
chrzescijanskiej. Opatrznosc 
Boza znów Cieskierowala 
w nasze strony.

Witamy Cie serdecznie Ojcze
Swiety!
Ty jeste z tej skaly, 
O która oparte Narody Swiata
Beda czerpaly síe
I milosc brata do brata.

Gdziekolwiek sie zjawi
Twoja Postac swietlana,
Tam rozkwita milosc
Do Boga - zapomniana!

Tym co placza i cierpia
Tym co milcza - bo musza,
Niesiesz radosc, nadzieje
Biednym ludzkim duszom

Na tym malym skrawku
Ogromnego swiata,
Witamy Cie serdecznie
Jako Ojca i Brata

Watykan, 7 pazdziernika 1987 r.

W. Pan
Jan Siemaszko
451 Monument Road, nr. 411
Jacksonville, Florida 32225
U.S.A.

Szanowny Panie,
W imieniu Jego Swiatobliwosci

Jana Pawla II serdecznie dziekuje za
list i wiersz powitalny, a przede
wszystkim za wyrazona w ten sposób
zyczliwosc.

Wraz ze slowami wdziecznosci
przekazuje Panu i tamtejszej Polonii
Apostolskie Blogoslawientwo Ojca
Swietego i zapewnienie o pamieci w
modlitwie.

Lacze wyrazy szacunku
Mons.Giovanni B. RE 

Asesor
ROAD RAGE

THE MOTORIST’S PRAYER
Holy Mary hear our prayer.
Keep us in your loving care,

whatever the perils of the way,
let us not add to them today.

And so for our caution and attention,
we add a prayer for your protection,
And beg God’s blessing on this car

to travel safely near and far.
In the name of the Father,

and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirt.

AMEN!

Witamy Cie serdecznie Ojcze Swiety!
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Jacksonville International
Air and Sea Spectacular

By Bill Dougherty

Naval Air Station (NAS)
Jacksonville and the City of
Jacksonville have teamed up to
host what will be one of the largest
annual events on the First Coast —
The Jacksonville International
Air and Sea Spectacular.

The Air and Sea Spectacular
will be held November 4-7, and
culminate with the NAS
Jacksonville International Air
Show featuring the “U.S. Navy’s
Blue Angels”.

Navy and Coast Guard ships
will dock at downtown piers near
the Jacksonville Landing and be
open daily for tours. A variety of
events, including fly-bys, U.S.
Navy SEAL demonstrations, band
concerts, silent drill team
demonstrations, and even a “Meet
the Blue Angels” night will be held
at The Landing. There will also be
a myriad of military equipment
located along the riverfront area
including tanks, personnel carriers,
jeeps, and other associated military
hardware.

At NAS Jacksonville, a new
twist will be added to this year’s
event with a “night-time” air show
on Friday, November 5. It’s a
dazzling display combining aerial
skills and pyrotechnics that will
light up the skies over the air
station. Following the practice air
show, a concert will be held at NAS
Jacksonville at 4 p.m. The night-
time air show will run from 6 to
7:30 p.m.

Events each day downtown at
the Jacksonville Landing begin at
10 a.m. and end at 6 p.m. The gates
at NAS Jacksonville will open at 9
a.m., with the International Air
Show running from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.

Some of the military acts
confirmed for this year’s air show
include:
* United Kingdom “Red Devils”

Parachute Regiment
* Canadian “Sky Hawks”

Parachute Team
* U.S. Navy “Leap Frogs”

Parachute Team
* P-3 Orions from NAS

Jacksonville

* S-3 Vikings from NAS
Jacksonville

* U.S. Air Force A-10 Warthogs
* F-14 Tomcats from NAS

Oceana, Va.
* F/A-18 Hornets from Canada
* SU-30 Demonstration from

Russia
* Civilian acts confirmed for the

air show include:
* Les Shockley Jet Truck “Shock

Wave”

* Patty Wagstaff flying her Extra
300

* Sierra Aces Formation Team in
Pitts S2Bs (4 aircraft)

* Dale “Snort” Snodgrass in his F-
86

* Ian Groom in his Sukoi SU-27

All events are free and open to
the public. Coolers are prohibited at
the air show.

Prayer for
Bishop-Elect Robert J. Baker

Lord Jesus Christ,
Eternal Shephard of your flock,

In your infinite wisdom,
it has pleased you to choose Robert Baker,

your unworthy servant,
to be bishop adn shepherd of your people

in the Diocese of Charleston.

We humbly ask you to grant him
your divine wisdom to shephard the people

entrusted to his care.
Sanctify and keep him holy

that your people will be blessed through him.
Enlighten him to lead

all the People of the Diocese of Charleston
close to your Son.

Strengthen him in times of trial.
Shelter and keep him from fear;

teach him your divine truth.
Make him always rejoice in hope,

leading your people safely to their destinations
in this world and in the next.

In union with your Son and the Holy Spirit,
we praise you, Father.

Give your servant Robert the grace
to seek your will in all things,

and crown his efforts with success.
May the tired and restless find refuge

and comfort through his ministry.
May Mary, our Mother, keep him close

to her immaculate heart.
We make this prayer through Jesus Christ our

Lord.
Amen.

Hail Mary full of grace...

Jesus, meek and humble of heart, make our
hearts like unto thine (3 times)

Noveleta Fuentes Lao Celebrates 75th Birthday at
Kingdome

sitting from left - (daughter) Novelyn Bedia, Edna Floro, (grandson) Henry Lao, (daughters) Lovella
Chua, Nenella Manabq, Maribeth Dioso

standing from the left - (sons-in-law) Adelbert Beldia, Bonifacio Floro, Sonny Chua, Elizer Dioso

75th birthday of Noveleta Fuentes Lao Nephew Nico Fuentes and daughter Novelyn
Loa Beldia
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SUDDENLY A CAREGIVER
by Barbara Hanuscin

Many times when we think of the
term “caregiver,” we think of someone
who has an ill parent, spouse or child
in the home. Someone who can be
relied upon to take care of the ill
person who totally depends upon them
to help them with their basic daily
needs.  

As the population ages, the
caregiving begins to shift from one
generation to another.  With our
mobile society comes an additional
aspect.  That aspect is distance.  One
can look within the parish of Christ the
King and begin to see the folks who
made tremendous sacrifices whose
family has grown and moved away.
They gave so generously of their time,
talent and treasure to build the parish,
and now are not able to carry out the
roles which they had assumed for so
many years.

The Church is a family in Christ,
and many members of this family are
taking on the responsibilities of
caregiving in lieu of relatives who may
live far away.  Many times, it is a
friend or neighbor who steps in to help
when needed. This is the definition of
caregiving.

Very often, the role begins to
weigh heavily on the caregiver and can
lead to stress and frustration, as well as
feelings of anger, fear and being

overwhelmed.  It is important to
recognize that all these feelings are
normal and it is equally important for
the caregiver to realize that the burden
need not be shouldered alone.

Many times an adult family
member, separated by distance, is not
aware of the day-to-day situation.
There may be reasons why a person
wouldn’t want to let  family members
know that there is a problem. Often
this stems from denial of the problem,
depression, not wishing to burden or
worry them, or fears of losing
independence, financial solvency or
being placed in an institution.  It is
important for the caregiver to know
that there are sources of help available
as a starting point which opens
communication with family members
regarding the reality of the situation.

Physicians can request an in-home
social worker or nurse  assessment
visit through most medical insurance
plans which can determine the
person’s needs and make
recommendations. Most insurance
plans, including Medicare, will cover
nurse/home health aid visits if a skilled
nursing is needed.  Activities of daily
living aren’t covered.  

Because most are thrust into the
caregiver role suddenly, they often
don’t now where to start in obtaining
assistance. Here are a few of the

agencies that have programs that may
be of help.

The Homebound Assistance
Program sponsored and funded by the
City of Jacksonville Adult Services
Division is located in the Mary L.
Singleton Senior Center, phone 630-
0995.  A telephone call to this office
will help in obtaining needed services.
If necessary, a home visit will be
made. 

A specialized program will be
designed at no cost that enables the
homebound person to remain
independent in their home as long as
possible. They provide: Counseling
for seniors and other adults, as well as
family members seeking information
on  their behalf; they Escort/
Transportation is available for the
person for necessities such as doctors
(630-0801) groceries, personal
shopping, etc.(630-0995); Referrals
as needed are made; Daily Telephone
calls to help determine how the person
is faring; and Special events are
planned.

Geriatric Wellness Outreach is a
service provided free of charge to
persons having a physician affiliated
with Baptist or St. Vincent’s Health
Medical Centers. The phone number is
308-2817. The program provides an
in-home needs assessment and
recommendations are made by a
qualified person.

ElderLink is a professional
geriatric care management group.  It
consists of professionals trained and
experienced in assessing, coordinating
and monitoring services for older
adults.  It is a personalized service that
offers viable solutions to multiple-care
needs of elders and help when miles or
circumstances prevent you from being
there. They have a crisis intervention
program 24 hours a day.  ElderLink
services are billed privately (745-
9116), directly to the caregiver or
elder.

Cathedral Foundation
Protective Counseling for the
Elderly, Urban Jacksonville, Inc.,
phone 795-9500 is a state funded
program offering services for people
who are over age 60, or who are
physically or mentally impaired and
need such services in order to remain
in their homes. Fees are based on
ability to pay.

Caregivers need to remember to
balance their lives in all five of the
following areas: physical, social,
mental, emotional and spiritual.

The Parish Nurse Ministry
recognizes the need of caregivers and
elders within the parish community
and strives to provide direction
towards a community organization that
can assist  in filling that need.

continued from page 3                    Our Foster Parenting Story
After the classes, and receiving

our certificates, the next step was to
have home visits by a licensing person.
They looked at where the child would
sleep, as well as looking for any
potential hazards.  They talked to us
about our life experiences to determine
our areas of strength in helping a child
with problems.

Child proofing your home is
mandatory.  I remember wondering
how my children ever survived
without all these safeguards I had to
implement, but I didn’t really mind
making my home safer.  I knew it was
important for everyone.

Next came the visit by the city
sanitation inspector.  Don’t worry, you
don’t have to pass the white glove test,
thank goodness!  But they do check to
make sure that your refrigerator is cold
enough, that you have enough hot
water and that your pipes don’t leak,
etc., etc.  They also check for safety
issues. After your background check
and visits are done, you are licensed to
be foster parents.

You won’t have to wait long to get
that first child. Because of the
overwhelming number of kids in need
of safe homes you are called right
away.  You are always allowed to
decide on the age, gender, race or any
other stipulations you might have.
(They ask you your preferences when
you have your home visits). The
agencies placement department calls
you when they have a child or children
that you might be interested in
fostering.  

When they call, they will give you
as much information about the child as
they can, and understand if you decline
to take the child for any reason.  The
last thing they want is to place
someone in a home and then have to
remove him or her.

Our first child was a 7 week old
little girl.  She was beautiful and we
fell in love with her immediately! Yes,
you do love these children as if they
were your own.  You just can’t help it.
We had her for only a month when
they came to get her. 

Then we received our second
baby.  He has fit right into our family!
He has brought joy into our hearts and
is great to have around, even when he
gets me up at night, (which is every
night)! 

As you can imagine, I now have
accumulated a lot of baby stuff.  Steve
said one day, “I thought we got rid of
all this baby stuff once.”

Probably the most asked question
we get is  “How do you give them
back.”  Most people say they could
never do it.  

I guess the best way to answer that
is to say, “it is very hard.” I know it’s
the hardest part of fostering for me.
I’ve only had to do it once so far, and
I’m not looking forward to doing it
again. I know though that when the
time comes I’ll have to do it. 

I remember when they came to get
our first baby girl and how I cried as I
packed her things and said “goodbye.”
It’s like losing a family member and I
cried and I grieved.  I prayed and asked
for the strength I needed to carry on,

and I prayed for the child that was
leaving me that she would be taken
care of and loved.  My heart ached and
I remember thinking that I wasn’t sure
I wanted to go through it again, and I
questioned if I was strong enough to
continue foster parenting.  

Through prayer and remembering
how fortunate I was to have such a
loving family, I knew I would survive
this loss.  Knowing that you have
made a difference in a child’s life
becomes the focal point. It’s the
satisfying feeling you need to
continue.  You put your needs aside
and focus on those of the next child
because you know they need your love
so much more. I really feel that this is
what God  is calling me to do with my
life, and this is how I can best be of
service.  

I’d like to tell you a couple of
stories that reinforce that what we are
doing is God-driven.  I told you about
the day our first baby left and how
hard it was, but God provided for us.
We were leaving that day to go on a
vacation.

What perfect timing!  It gave us all
a diversion and helped to give us a
distraction from the loss we felt.

Another example of how God
provided for us was when we got our
second baby.  Oh my, what an unhappy
baby he was.  I never knew a baby
could cry that much and go without
sleep for as long as he did.  

Steve was out of town the night I
got him. This was a blessing for him.  I
had to pray a lot to get through the first
several days.  I remember thanking

God that he gave this child to me
because I knew I had the patience and
time he needed.  

The third day came and we were
still having a difficult time with this
baby.  On this day though we received
an “Our Lady of Fatima” statue that
we were to keep for a week.  What a
blessing sent from heaven that was for
us.  We knew that God sent her to help
me to mother and to comfort this child.
He became easier to deal with and he
seemed much happier.  

As you see, God does provide the
necessary support we need to get us
through the difficult times. I hope that
in writing this story others in our
parish might be encouraged to open
their homes and their hearts to children
in need of their love.  There are more
children than foster homes in our
community.  The need is great.  

If you have ever thought about
becoming a foster parent, or would
like to consider it, I would love to talk
to you. I would welcome any questions
that you might have, and would be
more than happy to meet with you.
Fostering has been such a positive
experience for our whole family!
Maybe it would be for your family too.  

Thank you so much for taking the
time to read my story. May God bless
you and your families. I ask that you
keep all foster children in your
prayers.

Ann Franklin can be reached at
745-0627.
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Christ the King
Child Care News!

by Theresa Little

Welcome to summer at Christ
the King Child Care!

Our plans for an action packed
summer have really taken hold,
beginning with our First Annual
Fathers Day Barbecue. Our 4- year-
olds presented a musical program
and then had lunch with Dad. The
day continued with a paper plane-
making session followed by a
contest.

The two categories and winners
included:

Most Original - Kyle Ladlub
and Dad whose plane was modeled
after a U.S. Fighter Jet

Furthest Flown - Christain
Madsen and Dad, and Ian Smith
and Dad

All the dads were presented
with tee shirts made by their
children, thus making them

honorary members of the World’s
Greatest Dad’s Club.

We celebrated Independence
Day with a retro theme as we tie-
dyed tee shirts in red, white, and
blue. We also had a water day at
“Club de la Grotto” (the Grotto
which is between the school
buildings) followed by a picnic. 

No picnic would be complete
without a cake! The cake, made and
decorated by the children, followed
the Fourth of July theme. The
infants’ room participated with a
parade of babies.

We are in the process of
planning a trip to Marineland,
several more days at “Club de la
Grotto” and lots of fun for several
more weeks ahead.

I hope you are having as much
fun this summer as we are having
right here at the daycare!

Water dat at “Club de la Grotto”

Pearl, Matthew White, Brandon Parker, Veronica Job, Jessica
Letsche, Kyle Cadlub, Devin Rohmer, Blake Stringer, Caroline

Totten, Alex Tynan, Mitchell Parker, Jeremy Moore, Jamie Nobles,
Tony Srocco, Brianna Brugnolotti

Single & Single Again

by Alana Buzza

The Single & Single Again
group which meets every Tuesday
at 7:30 p.m. in the Shirley David
Hall has proven to be beneficial to
many Jacksonville area singles.
The membership has increased
over the last year showing  that
many singles need a place for
fellowship and socializing. There is
no age limit nor are there
membership dues required to be a
group member.

Our varied social events consist
of dances, discussion groups, pot
luck dinners, dance lessons, game
nights, bowling, dine-outs, movies
and various other activities.

The group has been fortunate to
have local community speakers
who have offered valuable
information. Recently, a
representative of the Jacksonville
Police Department spoke to the
group regarding personal safety.

A regular monthly planning
meeting gives all members the
chance to participate and have in-

put on the upcoming month.
Members are encouraged to offer
suggestions for social events. By
planning a month in advance,
members then have the opportunity
to plan for any events they would
like to attend.

All events have been
successful, especially our dances.
It’s wonderful to see everyone
enjoying themselves and getting
acquainted with others. Like all our
events, the dances are open to all
singles in the Jacksonville area.

Picnics held in conjunction
with other area singles groups are a
welcome event, and an opportunity
to meet others and socialize. The
picnics as well as our pot luck
dinners offer fellowship and great
food.

Single & Single Again has
given many singles of Jacksonville
and other surrounding areas the
chance to be socially active and to
build great friendships.

Personally, I am grateful for the
group as it is a great situation for
sharing and caring.
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FULL CIRCLE
The Holy Ghost Fathers in East Africa

The following information was taken
from an article “The East African
Province Celebrates its Silver Jubilee-
Full Circle Reached” in the Spiritan
News November/ December 1998.

The Holy Ghost Fathers have
been very busy in East Africa since
their arrival there in 1863.  They
were the first missionaries in
modern times to bring the Word of
God to East Africa. They laid the
groundwork that would eventually
provide for the formation of an East
African Province of Holy Ghost
Fathers.

It took almost half a century
before the first East African-born
priest was finally ordained. Since
1973 over 80 locally born
missionaries have gone out to 12
different countries to share their
faith.  One hundred and seventy-six
young men of East Africa are
preparing themselves to follow in
their footsteps, bringing the total to
over 250.   These men are mostly
youthful.  This is not new to their
congregation as their founder,
Poullart des Places, was only 24
years old when he started their
congregation 300 years ago in
1703.

The group has recently
welcomed two newly ordained
confreres, Father Remigius Demby
from Sierra Leone and Father Pius
Kokose from Ghana, both
belonging to the West African
Foundation.  The two were
interviewed by Philip Ng’oja,
director of Information Service

about how they came to know the
Spiritan family.  Father Remigius
responded to this question with the
following:  “The Spiritans have
been working in my home town for
many years.  I grew up as a child
knowing them, especially the Irish

Spiritans, but I never thought of
becoming a priest.  However, I was
greatly touched by their availability
and readiness to go on the mission;
to places they did not know and
different from their own.  And I
was impressed by the love Spiritans

had for my own town, living in a
strange place, living with and
eating the food the people ate.  So I
was deeply touched and decided I
would like to become a spiritan
missionary priest.  Since I joined
them I have been very happy and
encouraged, and have received a lot
of support.”

Father Pius gave his story of
how he came to the Spiritans: “My
first contact with the Spiritans was
while I was in the minor seminary.
I wrote to them and I was invited to
attend a ‘Come and See’ after
which I decided to join them.  What
actually impressed me about
Spiritans and moved me to join
them was their sense of community,
their readiness to go to the poorest
people in whom other people were
not interested.  I strongly felt I
would like to do the same.”

Both Father Remigius and
Father Pius are currently serving in
Paraguay.  When asked for their
initial reaction to their first
appointment, Father Remigius
stated: “My appointment to
Paraguay came to me as a big
shock.  I never expected it.  But
now I am ready to go with an open
heart.  I still have apprehensions; I
am going to stay with and serve a
different people with a different
culture and language.”

Father Pius said, “I never
dreamt of going to South America.
In fact when we were asked to write
our applications I never dreamt of
Paraguay.  I was hoping to go back
to Sierra Leone.”

They were asked what advice
they would give to those still in
formation. Father Remigius would
advise them to be “open and
available for mission.” and Father
Pius stated that he wanted them “to
be themselves and not follow the
crowd” and if they find that they
are on the wrong path to “give it up
rather than leaving this to the last
minute.”

The apostolate of the East
African Province of the Holy Ghost
Fathers involves the whole gamut
of missionary activity including
First Evangelization, deepening the
faith, staffing seminaries, work
with nomads, refugees, trade
schools, orphans, AIDS patients,
development work, Flying Medical
Service and others.  Young
members of the Province have been
sent to Kenya, Uganda, many parts
of Tanzania, and to Zambia, USA,
Germany and  France, just to name
a few.  We are grateful for the
missionary spirit which has led to
the spread of our Catholic faith
throughout the world.  The Holy
Ghost Fathers in East Africa have
now reached the full circle of
Evangelization.

by Bill Dougherty
Courier Staff

During the course of one’s life
there are specific times that are
“life-altering.”  One of those times
is the death of a loved one.  Even
more difficult is when the second
parent passes away.

I recently went through this
with the death of my father, but in
trying to put his death into
perspective, I learned a great
lesson. It came when I was
privileged to give the eulogy at my
father’s memorial service. 

What I told the many relatives
and friends gathered is “that if you
wanted to know my father, you
only need to know his children.” I
realized that, as his children, we
were the reflection of his life on
this earth and the legacy which he
left behind. 

When I reflected on this further,
I came to a startling but obvious
conclusion when it came to my
relationship with God. If you want
to know the Father, then you need
only know his children. Think
about that.  Two things came to
mind for me.

First, if you know Jesus, the
Son of God, then you know the
Father.  They are a reflection of
each other.  Jesus brought us to the
Father and began the legacy of the
Church on earth. 

The second part of this
conclusion is that we are all

Children of God. If you want to
know the Father, then look at His
children.  Each of us has been given
gifts by God, much like those gifts
passed on to you by your parents at

birth.  What we do with those gifts,
how we share them with each other,
is how we continue God’s legacy
on earth.

I didn’t understand this
reasoning when I was giving the
eulogy, but it makes great sense
now. In the face of my father’s
passing, and being the oldest son to
represent the family, I have great
comfort in knowing that my Father
in Heaven is taking care of my
Father in Heaven (read it again if
you have to, it’s exactly as I said it).

So my message is to all the
parents who might read this story.
It’s not a house or money (whatever
the amount) that you leave behind
for your children to quibble over
after you die, it’s life’s lessons that
you passed on to them that are a
reflection of you, your belief in
God, and your faith in your
children to carry on a legacy of
charity, hope, and love.

Remember, “life-altering” is
not “life-ending.” It’s really a new
beginning, a chance to look at life
in a different way, to seek out the
best that God offers and live life to
the fullest for every day that God
gives you. That, to me, my friends,
is a blessing.

Memories of the Father



by Marlene Allen

Marlene Allen is a member of
Christ the King. She has been
active, as was her late husband,
John, with the Boy Scouts, and
many other groups at the Church
over the years. She  was a member
of the Women’s Guild and designed
many fashion show program
covers. 

Marlene has also been a
member of Heather Garden Circle
since 1986. She is a past President
of the Circle and was recipient of
the “Best of Show” award for her
floral design in one of the

Deerwood homes in the Garden
Club of Jacksonville Home and
Garden Tour in 1995.

Heather Garden Circle was
organized May 22, 1957 with 28
members. Their first goal was to
find a name for the Circle. They
searched for a plant that was
different in name and one that was
colorful. The name “Heather”
appealed to them because they
admired the characteristics of the
plant. 

A native to Scotland, the plant
grows everywhere and is very
important to the welfare of the
country. It is used to thatch houses,
make brooms, stuff mattresses,

feed animals, and mainly to prevent
erosion.

The circle currently has 17
members. They’ve had an exciting
year, including speakers on
“Environmentally Safe Pest
Control,” and “African Violets.”
They have also had a workshop on
flower arranging, had a flower
show, and of course, volunteered to
do community service projects.

Their ongoing project since the
late ‘70s has been the Christmas
tree they provide with handmade
decorations for Love Grove
School’s exceptional children’s
program. The Circle also
participated in the City of
Jacksonville Adopt-A-Highway
Program for three years through
August of 1998.

Three new community service
projects were added this year. They
donated a wheelchair to the
Cummer Gallery and planted
flowers at Hurley Manor in
Arlington.

But the circle’s latest project is
a new Garden Therapy project at
L’Arche Harbor House which they

plan to continue through the
summer and into the next Circle
year. Members of the Circle
weeded and planted beautiful
Easter lilies in the flower bed in
front of Harbor House this Spring
and trimmed, weeded, mulched and
planted summer flowers in May.

Heather Garden Circle is
affiliated with The Garden Club of
Jacksonville and participates in
many of the activities at the Garden
Club such as the annual Tea, the
annual Home Tour and Flower
Show, the Fashion Show and
Luncheon, horticulture meetings,
and this year, the Flea Market.
They meet the third Thursday of
each month, September through
May.  They meet in one of their
members’ homes in the evening as
many of their members work
during the day.

Heather Circle is one of 61
circles in The Garden Club of
Jacksonville. For more information
about The Garden Club call 355-
4224 or contact Marlene at 744-
2641.
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Heather Garden Circle Heaps Beautify
L’Arche Harbor House

Harbor House Project before April 1999

Harbor House after planting
Left to right: Mary Lou Sinclair, Nancy Woolitz and Marlene Allen

by Peter Dang

The Vietnamese Community
continues to flourish and thrive at
Christ the King!  This year we are
proud to have 10 children who
received First Communion.  And
through the RCIA program three

adults were converted to the
Catholic faith.

We had our annual Community
picnic on May 31 at Hanna Park.  It
was well-attended and much fun.

CCD school is closed for the
summer and will resume in
September.

Queens & Kings’
Co-Presidents

Introduce New Board
by Pat Humbard

On Sunday, June 13, 1999 the
Queens & Kings had a luncheon for
our members at the Red Lobster.
Our thanks for the help and
friendship we enjoyed this past
year.

Join us when we meet on
September 12 for the beginning of
another great “Queens & Kings”
year! 

The Co-Presidents, Ruth
Fitzgerald, Walter Miller, and Pat
Humbard want to wish everyone a
wonderful summer!

New board members elected
President......................Marie Laffe
Co-President......Audrey Alexander
Secretary......................Ann Seravo
Treasurer...................Bill Campbell

Vietnamese
Community News

by Barbara Hanuscin

In the month of May, our Parish
Nurse Ministry saw a total of 54
parishioners for blood pressure
screenings and health counseling,
as well as visits to homes and
hospitals.  Six parishioners were
referred to physicians and two were
referred to community agencies.

Monthly blood pressure checks
continue to have good response
among parishioners.  Several
parishioners with elevated blood
pressures were referred to
physicians.

The Parish Nurse Ministry
continues to be available for
screenings on the first Sunday of
each month after the 8:30 a.m. and
10:00 a.m. Masses. 

Parish Nurse Ministry
Report for May 1999

by Suzy Ludwig

The Rainbow of L’Arche
Harbor House had its 2nd annual
Mother’s Day Sale at Christ the
King School May 5th.

All items were handcrafted by
the residents at the Rainbow
Workshop and cost $1 to $6 dollars.
Free gift wrapping was provided.

This gave the students an
opportunity to shop for that certain
loved one at a reasonable price. At
the same time, it allowed the
residents the enjoyment of
watching their handmade gifts
being purchased.

It was a fun day for all and was
a huge success for the Rainbow.
Thank you Christ the King School.

The Rainbow of
L’Arche Harbor House
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Widow-Widowers
Ministry News

by Isabelle Fusco

The men and women of the
Widow-Widowers Ministry extend
an open invitation to all who have
suffered the loss of a loved one.
This small group of people has
joined together to help each other
through the pain of loss and the
stages of grief.  

At the inception of the Ministry
for the bereaved, the Holy Spirit
lead Father Robert Baker to appoint
Sister Therese Horan to be our
Spiritual Advisor.  Sister Therese
joins us for every meeting, sitting
among us and bringing with her the
Peace and Love of Christ.  She has

faced many personal hardships,
including the death of family
members who were  in Ireland.
Through her great faith and trust in
Jesus, she has continued to be a
gracious example to us all and has
faced each challenge with serenity
in her eyes, a smile on her face, and
a warm greeting for those around
her.  She is truly a joy to minister
with and has helped many of our
members to deal with their grief.    

The Widow-Widowers
Ministry meets regularly on the
second Tuesday of each month,
from 10-11 a.m. in the Rectory.
During these meetings, the
members offer friendship,

encouragement, and a sincere
desire to share the burden of sorrow
with those who are grieving.
Occasionally we have “get-together
luncheons” at a local restaurant.
Sister Therese always joins us for
our luncheons, and her presence,
warm smile and strong faith inspire
all of us.   

Bereavement does not have to
be faced alone.  We are all in
various stages of our grief, and we
can find peace in sharing with
others who understand.  Please join
us at our meetings or our
luncheons.  We hope to see you at
our next meeting or “get-together”.
The times and places will be

announced in the Christ the King
bulletin or you can contact Isabelle
Fusco at 725-5186 for further
information. 

For a list of those who have
recently died, please see the
“What’s Happening” section on
page 3 of the Courier.

Boy Scouts Troop 5
Selling Entertainment Books

Year 2000
Cost: $20 each

Call Donna Baker 641-0698

What is Catholic Charities?
by Jeanette Ghioto

Do you really know who
Catholic Charities is? Or what it
does? I know I thought I did as I
checked the box on my United Way
form every year allocating my
donation to Catholic Charities. I
was a good corporate employee for
most of my 23 years. As I celebrate
my first year as the Director for the
Catholic Charities Emergency
Assistance/Homeless Prevention
program I have to say WOW.

“What an enlightening year!”

Catholic Charities is a multi-
faceted agency in place to provide
help. I want to share with you what
my team does in response to the

Lord’sadmonishment to feed the
hungry, clothe the naked and give
shelter. Iwant to share with you
how YOU can help, through
prayer, time, talent and treasure
(I’m only asking for $1.00 per
month!).

CCB (Catholic Charities
Bureau) Jacksonville office is
located right next to Immaculate
Conception Church in downtown
Jacksonville. The Emergency
Assistance/ Homeless Prevention
group resides in the east wing on
the ground floor. We provide
financial assistance to those who
are experiencing a temporary
financial problem that could cause
them to become homeless. The
causes range from loss of job,

illness, unforeseen
medicalexpenses or weather. 

Weather? Last summer, the
very first interview I heard was
from a client Mary. Remember how
HOT it was last summer? Well,
Mary and her husband Joe were in
their 80’s and the light bill went
beyond their fixed income. They
just needed a few dollars. The only
option for them would have been to
turn the AC off. 

We have all heard horrifying
stories of the elderly trapped in
homes without utilities. I have a
staff of 7 Mother Teresa’s who
listen tirelessly to the saddest
stories all day long. They help by
using the funds we are provided.
We receive FEMA, SHIP and City
funding. We are the largest provider
of emergency assistance in this city.
We are the exclusive manager of
the JEA ~ Neighbor to Neighbor
program. 

This is where you come in.

Neighbor to Neighbor has been
in existence since 1987 when
Catholic Charities was chartered by
the city to manage monies gathered
by JEA from customers that they
added to their monthly bill. Today,
JEA has a customer base of
330,000+.  I receive a monthly
check in the amount of $17,000.
Please read that last sentence again.
The percentage is sad.

If every customer gave $1.00 I
would not have to turn away the
Mary’s because I run out of money.

Could you spare some food for
the hungry?

I have a small food pantry. For
each client we try to provide 3 days
of food. 9 meals. I have plenty of
vegetables. How about some beef
stew or pasta-sauce or cereal? A
case of tuna? These children need
protein. 

We are also trying to get
together some hygiene products.
Those samples from hotels would
be great. Be creative. Let your
children help. Have a food drive.
Lisa Obringer is our Food Pantry
Coordinator. Email her at
foodpantry@ccbjax.org or call her
on 354-4846x245.

Do you have a couple of spare
hours each week?

Thanks be to God and the
Powers Foundation, we have an
enhanced technology platform. Are
you Windows knowledgeable?
How about Excel? We need you to
help with data entry. My staff needs
to be available to help our clients.
The technology needs to be there to
help them. You probably never
knew that  by assisting with
spreadsheets or mailouts you could
feed the hungry. 

Call our volunteer coordinator
at 354-4846x238 or email him
mallen@ccbjax.org. 

Your Junk. . .  May Be Our
Treasure!

Do you have a desktop printer
or an old computer table or chair or
a file cabinet. I need them. The less
I spend on overhead the more I
have for the poor. 

Helping Catholic Charities - in
any way - qualifies as a Corporal
Work of Mercy.

“Lord, when did I see you
hungry or thirsty or without
shelter?

I assure you, as often as you did
it for one of My least brothers, you
did it for Me.” (Matthew 25:40)  

Can you help? 

God bless you.
Jeanette Ghioto

Catholic Charities
jghioto@ccbjax.org
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Scouting News
by Belinda Waters

Tacky Tourist Fun

by Belinda Waters

In June eight Brownies from
Troop #310 went on a Service Unit
camping trip to Camp Chow in
Green Cove Springs, The parents
and girls had a great time with a

weekend packed with fun.  We had
activities which included
swimming, watermelon seed
spitting contest, bead crafts and tie-
dying.  The weekend ended with a
Tacky Tourist party.  Did we look
tacky or what?

Brownie Troop #310
End of Year Cookout

The Brownies used the scout
hut for the first time this year.  The
girls and their families came for a
cookout, and to receive all of their
tryits and patches.  We earned quite
a few tryits over the year.

We had some great food, with
each family bringing their favorite
dish  to  share  along   with   Chef

David’s pork.  Yum! Yum!
To top off the day the girls

received their prizes they earned
for all of their cookie sales.  We
want to  thank everyone who helps
us sell so many cookies.  We also
want to thank Mary Hull, her
husband and Michele Putala for
helping our troop with the sale.

Star Wars Episode I

Troop #5 and their families
were invited to view Star Wars
screening by the First Coast
Entertainer and Fox Movies.  This
was a special screening prior to the
release of the movie to the public.
The boys felt very honored to be

able to attend.  Jared Waters stated,
“Wow! This is great.  I can’t wait to
tell everyone we got to see the
movie.”

We want to thank Tony Trotti
and Fox for this special honor.
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Troop #310
Overnight Camping

Troop #310 ventured out for its
first overnighter in April.  Sixteen
girls and eight adults headed out for
two days of fun at Camp Chow.
Our weekend started out cold and
rainy, but with many prayers it
cleared and warmed up.

For some of our Brownies this
was their first camping experience.
We had many activities planned,
from Brownie Beadies to various

try it programs.  And we can’t
forget about our awesome camp
fire topped off with our moonlight
guided tour.  The girls spotted
many animals’ eyes that night.

I know the girls had a great
time and can’t wait to continue
working on their camping skills.
We are having a lot more camping
trips next year!

Goodbye Troop #310

I just wanted all the Brownies
in troop #310 to know I will miss
them all very much.  You all have
taught me so much and helped me
grow.  Each one of you is a very
special girl who has a lot of great
talents and qualities.  I hope all of
you stay in Girl Scouting.

Also, thank you Michelle and
Laura.  You were a great help and I
think we made a great team.  I hope
you stick with Girl Scouting
because our youth needs to have
special people like you!  Keep on
camping!!!

Scouting News
by Belinda Waters

St. Johns River
Cleanup

Pack 5 cub scouts and their
families enjoyed a day of
swimming and fun an UNF on
Sunday, June 13.  We celebrated a

great year!  The boys enjoyed
swimming, cake and spending time
with their cub scout friends.

Scouting Religious
Medals

I just want to congratulate the
Brownies in Troop #310 on earning

the Family of God medal.  It is a
high honor to receive this reward.

Cub Scouts
End of Year Pool Party

In April the Girl Scout Brownie
Troop #310 and Cub Scouts Pack 5
participated in the St. Johns River
Cleanup.  We were permitted to
clean up around CTK Church
because we border Strawberry and

Pottsburg Creeks.  We pulled out
eight large trash bags from the area.

We all met after the cleanup at
Friendship Park for a free T-shirt
and lunch.  This is just one of the
many service projects we do.
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Scout Blast  ‘99

Scout Buddy Hightower Lee Greenwood

Navy Band Jacksonville

by Bill Dougherty

More than 3,000 Boy and Cub
Scouts, along with 10,000 visitors
to Naval Air Station (NAS)
Jacksonville, turned out for Armed
Forces Day/Scout Blast ‘99 on
Saturday, May 15.

It was the 19th year for the
event, and included scouts from
Christ the King. 

Highlighting this year’s event
was Country music star Lee
Greenwood who performed live on
stage in the Patrol Squadron Thirty
Hangar. Another fan favorite,
especially for the scouts and
visiting children, was
Nickelodeon’s Game Lab.
Thousands of children packed the
hangar, cheering and waving their
arms and hands wildly, hoping for
an opportunity to “get slimed.”

There were more than 200
booths manned by scouts and even
one booth with the Jacksonville
Roar cheerleaders and Jaxson De
Ville, the Jaguars mascot.  Jaxson

wasn’t the only mascot on hand as
the Jacksonville Suns SouthPaw
and the Jacksonville Lizard Kings’
“Lizard King” drew huge
followings. 

NASA brought in a robot to
show how robotics aid the Space
program. The robot used it’s metal
hand to remove scout caps to the
thrill of scouts looking on. 

The fun wasn’t only inside the
hangar, but outside as well. Navy
F/A-18 Hornet, S-3 Viking, P-3
Orion, and SH-60F Seahawk
aircraft conducted fly-by
operations over the airfield. Also
on the flight line were Jacksonville
Electric Authority bucket trucks
that provide rides “high up” to
show how electrical workers repair
power lines. There were also
antique cars, a NASCAR stock car,
and a rock climbing wall for
visitors to see, touch, or climb.

From military aircraft on
display, to scout booths, to your
favorite game, everyone had a blast
– a “Scout Blast” at NAS
Jacksonville.

Pack 5 Makes History
at Scout Blast

By Wanda Klima

Scout Blast 1999 was held May
14-16 at Jacksonville NAS. This
annual event draws Boy Scouts and
Cub Scouts from all over Northeast
Florida to participate in a weekend
full of camping and fun-filled
activities.

This year there were 126
booths set up by different Boy
Scout Troops and Cub Scout Packs
displaying a variety of hands on
games, crafts and activities.
History was made when Pack 5 was
presented the Admiral’s Cup Award
for the first time ever. This award is
the highest honor for a booth at
Scout Blast and is given to the top
twelve booths. Each booth is
required to meet certain criteria to
earn all the points necessary to win
the Admiral’s Cup Ribbon. The
boys and their parents put together
a great booth and had loads of fun
in the process.

Christ the King Pack 5 Cub
Scouts had an awesome booth! The
new “spokes cat” for scouting is the
legendary Garfield the Cat. Pack 5
took this idea and made the lasagna
loving feline the focus of their
booth display. The theme was
“Garfield Slides Into Scouting”.
The scouts in attendance were able
to make their own slides to wear on

their neckerchief and all children
could make their own necklaces as
well. The Cub Scouts from Pack 5
took turns working the booth
wearing their full scout uniform.
Each child who visited the booth
was able to walk away with a
souvenir slide or necklace with a
Garfield stamp on one side and a
Pack 5 stamp on the other side.

The booths were open from 10
AM until 4 PM on Saturday. There
were also two Nickelodeon shows,
Pinewood Derby Car Races,
Jaguars Cheerleaders and Jaxson
DeVille, Lizard Kings Hockey,
rock climbing, a dunking booth, air
shows and much more! All the
scouts and parents who participated
in camping were also able to enjoy
swimming and bowling on the
base. After the awards ceremony,
Saturday night was topped off with
a grand display of fireworks.

Scouting is a family oriented
organization and Pack 5 has prided
itself in making sure the boys have
fun while learning good morals and
respect for themselves and others.
So join us at Scout Round Up in the
fall and be a part of next year’s
planning for what we think will be
our 2nd year of winning the
Captain’s Award at Scout Blast
2000!!!



by Dave and Belinda Waters

It is with sadness that I submit
this, most likely my last article for
the Courier.  We have only been
members of the parish since late
‘94, but it feels like home.

We have made many friends at
Christ the King and have managed
to involve ourselves in many
different aspects of the Church’s
life.  I especially enjoyed my tenure
as Cubmaster.  I will also miss
having the opportunity to

participate in the Parish Council.  I
know, also, that Belinda will miss
being able to be involved with
EVERYTHING!

As some of you know, Belinda
has been involved in a wide variety
of activities in the parish from the
annual Christmas sales for the kids
to helping in the classrooms.
Belinda has, from the start, been
extremely active both in Cub
Scouts as committee member and
assistant den leader, and Girl
Scouts as assistant  leader.  Belinda

made sure every year that the Cubs
were involved in the River City
Cleanup by collecting trash on
parish grounds.  Our children Jared,
Benjamin and Brianna have
benefitted a great deal from their
involvement in the church and
especially Christ the King School.
They will miss all the friends they
have made.

The scouting efforts at Christ
the King are excellent and well
appreciated.  The Church’s focus
on our children by far exceeds any
expectation I might have had when
I first came to Christ the King.  I
know none of us takes this effort on
the part of the parish for granted.

To Father Baker, in the short
time I have known you I have
learned more about drive and
vision from you than I think I
learned from anyone.  I know that
the parish will go far under your
guidance.

To Pat, I will miss you very
much.  Your efforts for the

betterment of the parish and
everything it does is more evident
to others than you realize.  I will
miss your enthusiasm, your
scolding, and especially that
twinkle in your eye that belies that
stern countenance of yours.

Ms. Morton, you are a major
part of the educational effort of the
parish, and there is no one who will
ever be more appreciated.  I hope
someone has a bullhorn in our next
school.

To Bernie, remember the jokes
and keep the notes floating.

To Rocky, thanks for all the
time you have given the kids.  Their
appreciation of music is mostly due
to you.

I can’t mention all of the folks
that we will miss, or all of the
friends we have made at Christ the
King–it would take the whole
paper!  We have made so many
friends in the short time we have
been at Christ the King, and we will
miss everyone very much.
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Goodbye From The Waters

The End of One Chapter,
The Beginning of Another

by Marcy Weedon & John
Goodbread  B.K.H.S. Class of
1999

As Bishop Snyder handed out
the last diploma to Laura Zifteh,
Marcy and I began looking around
at all the familiar faces with whom
we had become so comfortable
seeing in the halls of Bishop Kenny
High School on a daily basis. It was
hard to believe that four years had
come and gone in what seemed like
a blink of an eye. All the familiar
faces would soon be distant
memories. It was something that
we had all known when we entered
the halls our freshman year, but just
didn’t think would come so fast.

As the caps same showering
down to the gym floor and the class
of ‘00 gathered in the back room of
the auditorium, hugs were shared,
tears were shed, and final farewells
were given. Everyone realized that
this was the last time we would all
be gathered as one big family.
There were a lot of mixed emotions
as we strolled out towards the
parking lot to greet friends and

family; elation, joy, anxiousness,
sadness, relief, and a touch of good
old nostalgia.

A smile ran across my face
from ear to ear, as I could see
fellow classmates as happy as I.
The busy lot was full of people
congratulating one another. The
ceremony was over, we had
actually received our diplomas, and
we’re never going back to high
school. It was a strange feeling that
we had never experienced before, it
was different from 8th grade
graduation, because we were soon
to be headed on our separate ways,
from one end of the country to
another.

So the question remains: What
does the future hold for us? Marcy
and I have come to realize that
there is no sense in worrying about
this because only time will tell. We
are left with life lasting memories
of football games, early dismissals
on Wednesdays, and a carefree time
which we will not soon forget. We
have our diplomas in our hands, a
determined mind set, and an eager
anticipation of what is to come.

by Brandon Keel

My year at LifeTeen has been
wonderful. Every single week, I
can’t wait to enjoy the
WONDERFUL LifeTeen Masses
we have. I can remember when I
went to a normal Mass, they where
so, so, how can I say this without
being mean...they were boring!
Nothing to look forward to each
week.

A couple of weeks ago we had
a LifeTeen Mass at Assumption.

I will always remember that
Mass. I can recall walking up to the
altar, and hearing my song, the one
I learned  to do ‘signs’ for at our
second retreat. As I turned and
watched everybody in the whole
church, it’s all I could do - not to
cry at the sheer glory of it all.
Every body in the Mass was doing
the ‘signs.’ And I do mean
EVERYBODY. So come to a
LifeTeen Mass and see what it’s all
about.

Mass

With

Life Teen
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Second Graders Celebrate Christmas in May?!?

By Wanda Klima

It comes only once a year. The
excitement builds and the
anticipation is almost too much for
these 7 and 8 year old children to
bear. The twinkle in their eyes, the
huge grin on their faces and the
incessant babbling among them can
only mean one thing...Christmas in
May? No! It’s First Holy
Communion! If you thought
children only got excited about
birthdays and Christmas, think
again. First Holy Communion was
a very important event in the young
lives of our 2nd graders and to
actually FEEL their excitement was
a wonderful experience.

On May 2, 1999, seventy-six of
our Christ the King School and
CCD 2nd grade students celebrated
their First Holy Communion. They
worked hard to prepare themselves
to receive the Eucharist for the first

time. There was no doubt that their
hearts were filled with love and
admiration for Jesus on this special
day.

The First Holy Communion
Mass was celebrated during the
Noon Mass. Beautiful banners
adorned with angelic photographs
of the communicants were carried
in front of the children as they
proceeded into the church. The
handsome boys in their charming
suits and the lovely girls in their
exquisite dresses,  clad in white
from head to toe, walked side by
side down the center aisle. Each
child had a specific “job”. There
were readers, counters, gift bearers
and flower carriers. During the
ceremony, the priests sitting on the
altar wore a big smile as they gazed
upon the children with the look of a
proud father! An inspirational
homily was delivered by Father
Baker and afterward he patiently

gave each communicant the Body
of Christ in the Eucharist for the
very first time.

Thanks to the enthusiasm of the
teachers, Mrs. Ellen O’Rourke,
Miss Kelly Gregory and Mrs. Joan
Sharp, the children were taught the
importance of this Holy Sacrament
in the months before May 2nd.
Parents played a large role in
preparing their sons and daughters
for First Holy Communion as well.
Parents were offered a learning
experience by participating in three
short evening sessions where they
were able to watch videos that their
children were shown in class
concerning Reconciliation and

Communion. There was also time
for small group discussions after
watching the videos.

Although there was a chicken
pox scare racing through the 2nd
grade just prior to First Holy
Communion, all boys and girls
were able to take part in this special
day. Afterwards, there was a cake
and punch reception in the Parish
Hall. A lot of people worked
diligently behind the scenes to
make this day an unforgettable
occasion. All of their efforts were
very much appreciated.

Congratulations to all of the
children who celebrated their First
Holy Communion on May 2nd! 

Christ the King on Television

Christ the King was the star
June 18 as parishioners took part in
the videotaping of four Masses in
one day, as part of a cable
television project. Media One pre-
recorded four services for
rebroadcast to the homebound, and
the parish staff asked parishioners
weeks ahead of time to come and
serve as Assembly, Eucharistic

ministers, lectors, liturgical
musicians, and altar servers.

Each service was only 29
minutes long, to fit the 30-minute
broadcast window. And the good
news...music director, Bernie Sans
said everyone looked great on TV.

The Masses aired on Media
One in July.

Spring Piano Recital

by Trina Steffan

Recitals are a part of our lives
as parents.  They are anticipated,
dreaded, remembered, and
cherished.  For children
“expressing and improving
themselves” in areas of the Arts,
it’s a climatic culmination of their
efforts.  Dr. Bernie Sans’ piano
students had that opportunity on
April 26.

Bernie produced a wonderful
“Spring Piano Recital” for our
benefit.  But it was obvious that the
true benefactors of his well-known
talents and inspiration were his
students.  Parents, grandparents,
and friends were treated to a
marvelous display of budding
talent from students ranging in age

from eight to 13, all from Christ the
King School. 

The music presented was
expressive of the various levels
attained by each student, and the
variety was very entertaining.
Bernie’s expose’ on each piece and
his compliments of each student
were greatly appreciated by all in
attendance. The hours of lessons
and practicing were obviously well
worth the efforts of both master and
student.

A reception followed organized
by the delightful Miriam Smith.
Everyone had an opportunity to
compliment our fine young
musicians and express their
gratitude to Bernie.  Music is
indeed good for the soul... and an
enjoyable evening as well.
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Kindergarten Graduation

by Kathy Nichols

Christ the King held a
graduation ceremony for their three
kindergarten classes during the
8:15 a.m. Mass on May 28th.
Under the guidance of their
teachers–Marge Jackins, Patty
Ruhl and Connie Goodbread–each

child was able to participate in the
Mass in some way.

After their final song of “Praise
the Lord,” which was done at the
altar, each child received his/her
diploma.  This was followed by a
small reception in the Shirley
David Hall.

Kindergarten Graduation
May 28, 1999

8:15 A.M.

The Kindergarten graduates singing “Praise the Lord” to the
congregation

GRADUATING CLASS 1999

KA
Mrs. Marge Jackins

KB
Mrs. Connie
Goodbread

KC
Mrs. Patricia Ruhl

Connor Barretta
Sara Bowles
Jill Conrad
Alexander DeLoach
Justin Essick
Kailey Greene
Korey Harris
Jason Infante
Ashley Young
Courtney Le
Kallie Longley
John Matthews
Halley Neaves
Mitchell Parker
Joshua Purvis
Michelle Sciullo
Brendan Thurlow
Alexandra Weber
Charles Wendel

Peabo Barrera
Hillary Bodin
Haley Bowles
Hayden Corbett
Megan Garman
Kyle Halstead
Brian Harrington
Troy Hundredmark
Laura Jones
Veronica Jones
Richie Lopez
Clay Ludwig
Jason Mollenhour
Jordan Reiley
Tiffany Ricker
Sara Salzman
Patrick Shami
Bobby Yarborough

Joseph Azar
Tasia Bradshaw
Samantha Decaires
Justin Dodge
Ryan Gallagher
Michael Gartland
Courtney Hodges
Nicholas Joost
Jacob Merolle
Mackenzie Nichols
Liana Pen-Ariet
Devin Rhoden
Daniel Smith
Shane Stephens
Jessica Stevens
Timmy Vergenz
Danielle Wheeler
Tyler Williamson

Third Grade Talent Show

Almost all of the girls from the 3rd grade classes participated in the Talent Show

Christ the King School
School Year: 1998-99
Academic Excellence Awards

submitted by Joanne Wnuk

Awards of Excellence were
bestowed on a number of students
graduating from Christ the King
School on May 30th. Those
receiving awards were:

Valedictorian Emily Wheeler
Salutorian Jennifer Walters
Acad. Ex. Award     Emily Wheeler
Literature Jennifer Ruhl
English Stacey Mills

Spelling Peter Nguyen
Algebra Julian Kuo
Pre-Algebra Jennifer Oakley
Religion Sophia Solano
Science Katrina Salud
Social Studies Marla McGill
Health Annie Zarzasa
Art Monica DelCampo
Computers Matthew Hume
Library Jennifer Yocum
Physical Education   Georges Bahri
Music Adam Kersch
Writing Maria Devera

8th Grade Graduation
May 30, 1999

12:00 noon
Christ the King Catholic School

Class of 1999
Alexis Denise Alfirevic
Georges Fady El-Bahri
Lara Bahri
Eric Bruce Bellis
Ryan Allen Campbell
Patrick William Carlson
Rebecca Marie Coyle
Carey Mitchell Crews
Monica Lourdes V. Del Campo
Christopher Carl Demery
Maria Aurora DeVera
Christine Anne Dixon
Kevin Michael Dodds
Kathleen Elizabeth Dreier
John Thomas Eckstein
Scarlett Ann Favre
Jennifer Elizabeth Felton
Anthony Francis Curso Figueroa
Lindsay Nicole Franks
John Welsey Futch, III
Matthew Alan Hume
Mary Beth Inman
James Adam Kersch
Julian Kuo
Ryan Channing Marsh
Marla Kaye McGill
Stacy Ann Mills
Michael Ralph Mussallem

Peter Thanh Nguyen
Shelly Ann Nickolson
Jennifer Lynne Oakley
Nathan Charles Payne
Lindsay Rae Pellicer
Nathaniel Gardner Pennington
Nathan Paul Perret
Jaclyn Riana Toldeo Praxedes
Candace Ann Price
Randall Scott Register, Jr.
Ryan Dira Ricafort
Jennifer Lynn Ruhl
Anna Katrina Salud
Jennifer Marie Semper
Heather Regina Singletary
Sophia Eva Solano
Kelly Ann Statham
Fred Maril Thompson, III
Joanna Michelle Tuskey
Jennifer Marie Walters
Jessica Nicole Walters
Emily Elizabeth Wheeler
Steven Blake Williamson
Kristin Leona Wolfe
Bryan Thomas Wooten
Jennie Rae Yocum
Annie Paragas Zarzosa
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Coordinator of
Volunteer Services
If you would life to volunteer your
Time, Talent, & Treasure but not sure
what you would like to do or maybe
you’re in a ministry but the one you
want, call Al Martin, 744-4302.

Rectory Office Volunteers
Adults willing to volunteer a
morning/afternoon/all day Monday
thru Friday 9-5. Different positions
available: receptionist, clerical,
computer operator. Call the Rectory
at 724-0080 for more information.

Parish Council
The Parish Council is a consultative
body that the Pastor can pray and
reflect with, and ask for assistance to
guide in the overall care/ministry of
the Parish and the enhancement of its
mission. Meetings are the first
Monday of each month at 5:30 PM in
the Rectory. Call Mike Mackin at
744-6659. It is made up of
representatives (President,
Chairperson or Facilitator) from each
ministry in the Parish, as well as
representatives from the Finance
Council, Christ the King School,
Christ the King Daycare, Athletic
Association, Scouts, Knights of
Columbus, Marriage Encounter,
Sponsor Couples, and Wedding
Coordinator. Elections are held every
two years to elect a President, vice-
president, secretary-recording,
secretary- clerical from the body of
representatives.

LITURGICAL

Altar Server Ministry
Interested youth 5th grade or older
and who have received First Holy
Communion.  Once trained they are
entered into a rotating schedule for
the Masses. Contact  Jim Litchkofski
at 646-0694.

Altar Society
Individuals who care for the vessels,
vestments and linens used in the
Liturgies. Call Debbie Scobie at 723-
3977.

Church Decorating
Decorating the church and gathering
area, during different seasons of the
church. Contact Terri Vogelsang,
744-6310 for information on how
you can help.

Daily Adoration
We need people who are willing to
sign up for one hour a week so that
someone is praying all during the
day. Adoration is in the Sacred Heart
Chapel, Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. Please call Blanche
Iglesias at 725-3968 or sign up on
Time and Talent Pledge weekend.

Eucharistic Ministers
Assisting the clergy in the
distribution of  Holy Communion
either during Mass or by bringing the
Eucharist to the homebound or
hospitalized. Candidates are chosen
by Father Baker as recommended by
the priests and staff members of the
parish. Elizabeth Tadros, coordinator.

Gift Bearers
Families, Individuals or Parish
ministries who want to bring the gifts
to the altar during Mass.  Call Kathy
Weedon at 221-5468.

Lector Ministry
A Lector is an instrument of God’s
grace and proclaims His word for our
Christian Community. Call Lucille
Guzzone, 724-9617.

Mass Greeters
Welcome all who come to Mass. This
team may offer the only contact
many parishioners have in our faith
community. Great opportunity for
adults and families. Contact the chief
usher at the Mass you are attending
for more information.

Music Ministry
Any individual who has a talent with
music or can play an instrument or
just interested in the Singing Choir,
Handbell Choir, Funeral Choir, or
being a Cantor for Mass, call Bernie,
724-0080.

Nocturnal Adoration
Held on the first Friday of each
month from 10 p.m.-6 a.m. There are
eight groups who rotate their hour
each month. If you would like to join
us in this prayer ministry, call Marty
Polsenski at  384-4392.

Sacristans
We help prepare for the celebration
of Mass. For more information on
how you can be a Sacristan call Ray
Hauck, 641-0205.

Ushers
Men and women who commit to
attend the same Mass every week.
They are requested to wear a navy
blue jacket and to assist the  celebrant
as needed.  Call Howard Sell at 744-
5937.

EDUCATION

Bible Study
Individuals wishing to study the
Bible. They meet Thursday mornings
at 9 a.m. and another group meets at
7 p.m. in the rectory. All are welcome
to join. For more information contact
Father Brian Carey at 724-0080.

C.C.D.
Opportunity for students grades 1-8
to learn/experience the Catholic faith
with others in their age group.
Sessions held September-May in the
school on Wednesday 7-8 p.m.
Sunday Mass attendance required.
Call Subdeacon Eli Shami at 721-
3334, on Wednesdays, 7-8 pm at
724-2954.

C.C.D. Teachers
Needed certified teachers to teach
grades 1-8 catechism. If you feel
called to reach out to young people
this may be the place for you. Call
Subdeacon Eli Shami at 721-3334.

C.C.D. Volunteers
Volunteers needed for Wednesday
nights during the school year to help
teachers and clerical staff. Call
Subdeacon Eli at 721-3334.

Center for Family Life
For counseling information, call 308-
7474.

Child Care Center
Adults wanting to share their talents
in the three different subcommittees:
educational, plant facilities, and fund
raising. Contact Theresa Little at
724-7239.

Christ the King Catholic School
Grades Pre-K thru 8th grade. The
principal is Janet Morton. The school
needs volunteers on the school board,
at the cafeteria, office, library, clinic,
as a room mother, etc. Call 724-2954.

Faith Sharing Small Groups
Small groups of people meeting in
private homes to discuss the Sunday
readings and sharing how these
readings relate to our daily lives.
Contact Jean O’Connor, 727-9590.

Landings
Works with Catholics who have been
away from the Church for a period of
time and wish to return.  Contact
Jackie Davis, 743-6667.

Marriage Encounter
A program designed to teach married
couples how to better communicate,
to strengthen and support Christian
marriage.  Contact Emilo and
Theresa Gonzalez-Chavez 721-0012.

Pre Cana/Engaged Encounter
For information on upcoming
workshops and weekends, call 308-
7474.

R.C.I.A.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Preparing people to enter the
Catholic Church through an inquiry
and catechetical process. Call Marie
or Lyle Stewart, 721-2849.

Speakers for Career Day
at Christ the King School 
On Career Day we need several
people to volunteer to share
information about their
careers/vocations with the children.
If you would like more information,
please call the school at 724-2954.

Sponsor Couples
Needed married couples to help
engaged couples discern if marriage
is for them. Call Jim/Mary Ann
Middleton at 743-3951 for further
information.

Sunday Childcare
For 8:30 & 10:00 Masses
Christ the King Childcare &
Religious Formation for your 1-4
year old child in the Child Care
Center. Free of charge. Call Marsha
Williams, 221-4459 or Donna
Iglesias, 725-0680 to help or for
more information.

Vacation Bible School
A week long summer program
(usually in August) for children ages
4-11 years to help deepen their faith
and involvement in the Christian
community. Fun for everyone.  Call
Diana Mattox at 928-9224.

ACTIVE ASSOCIATIONS

Adopt A Player
People of our parish who would like
to contribute toward the cost
associated with registering a child for
a C.K.A.A. sport call John Largey at
743-8496 or the office 725-0338. 

Beautification Committee
Individuals and families who want to
beautify the church grounds.  Meet
the third Saturday of every month 9-
12 noon in the church parking lot by
the fountain.  Come  join us in
beautifying His House. Call Barbara
Saar at 743-3430

Boy Scouts
Troop 5 sponsored by Christ the
King Church.  Boys 6-12th  grade.
Meet Tuesdays, 7 p.m.  in the Scout
Hut-Call Rob 396-2242.

Catholic Scouting Committee
Adult individuals interested in
providing youth ministry through the
scouting program.  Meets 4 times a
year; organizes and implements
“Catholic camporee” for all Scouts
once a year; attend spring awards
ceremony. Training provided. Call
Nancy, 745-3751.

Christ the King 
Athletic Association (CKAA)
Serves children (ages 5-12, boys;  5-
15, girls) who believe that youth
athletics provide valuable lessons in
citizenship/teamwork. Call John,
743-8496/office 725-0338.

Christ the King Courier
Interested in publishing a
newspaper? We need proofreaders,
reporters, photographers, etc. We
meet Wednesdays in the rectory at 7
p.m.  Call Judy at 724-0080.

CKCCW
Our board meets monthly,
September-June, to guide our seven
circles who meet at various times
during the month. Our General
meeting is the last Thursday of each
month at 7 PM. We welcome new
members. Call Helen Pierce, 724-
0982.

Clown Ministry
Come join the fun. Be a clown! We
minister to people of all ages needing
cheer. Call Janyce Jendryn at 721-
7854 or 398-3911.

Cub Scouts
Pack 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys in 1st -5th grade. Dens
meet weekly in the Scout Hut. Call
Dave Waters 721-6567 or Donna
Baker, 641-0698.

Cursillo 
A Renewal movement of individuals
in the Church who want to deepen
their faith and enhance their walk
with Christ. Call Carl Ludwig at 724
-8485.

Girl Scouts
Girls of different age levels that meet
weekly or bi-weekly in the Shirley
David Hall after school or in the
evenings. Call Nancy at 745-3751.

Habijax - Habitat for Humanity
Forms partnerships between those in
need and those who are willing to put
their faith into action by donating
their time, talent, and treasure to
construct such housing.  Call Bill
Damato at 642-8920.

Hispanic Ministry
We wish to develop a parish ministry
to worship and meet the spiritual and
social needs of the growing Hispanic
population at Christ the King. We
meet every Monday at 7 P.M. for
Bible study in the Rectory. Call Rosa
Townsend, 744-9231.

Single and Single Again
Alone? Join us! We’re the Single and
Single Again Support Group,
meeting new friends and enjoying
social activities. We meet Tuesdays,
7:30 PM in the Shirley David Hall.
Call LeRoy, 725-3472.

Respect Life 
We are a ministry wishing to make a
difference in people’s lives either by
supporting the Saint Gerard House,
Project Rachel, Respect Life
Pilgrimage and the Diocesan Respect
Life Program. Sign up at the Time
and Talent Fair or contact Patty or
Mike Maroney, 743-9227.

The Legion of Mary
Men or women who offer their
services to their pastor, to aid him in
performing spiritual works in the
parish. Members may be active or
auxiliary (praying).Weekly meetings
are held every Monday at 7 p.m. in
the rectory. Call James Scott at 757-
8423.

Religious Articles Gift Shop
Volunteers who staff the gift shop
before and after Sunday Masses and
Wednesday Marion Mass. Call
Maureen McCook at 642-2725.

Widow/Widowers Support
For those who have lost loved ones.
Contact Isabelle Fusco at 724-5186
for info on the next time we meet.

Stewardship Committee
Participate in a vital leadership group
devoted to discovering and
communicating insights into
Christian discipleship and their
application to stewardship as a way
of life. Monthly meetings plus
activities throughout the year.  Call
Patricia Thomas, 724-0080.

M.O.M.S.  Ministry
Ministry of Mothers Sharing, is
designed to encourage prayer,
discussions, and friendships between
women of all ages.  Call Carroll Ann
Black, 221-2642

K’ Cees
Organization of Catholic Women,  an
auxiliary of the Knights  of
Columbus Council 4727. They
help/support the Knights.  Meetings
are at the Knights’ Hall on Merrill
Road on the fourth Tuesday of each
month at 8  p.m. Call Laura Morris
220-7671 for information.

Queens and Kings
Our lively senior citizens socialize
on the second Sunday of each month
from 1:30-4 p.m. September through
June. Do come to enjoy! Call Pat
Humbard, 396-6073.

Knights of Columbus 
Organization of Catholic men and
their families dedicated to promoting
concepts of charity, unity, fraternity
and patriotism.  If you are a
practicing Catholic man at least 18
yrs. old, interested in fellowship with
people who share the same beliefs,
call Butch Ferrizzi at 641-3643.

Life Teen
Youth ministry program with a
strong focus on the Eucharist.  Meet
Sunday for Mass (usually at 5 p.m.)
and Life Night (fellowship)
afterwards.  Call  Nancy, 398-1961 

Life Teen  -  Core Team
Over 18, have a love for teens and are
not currently a parent of a teen. Meet
on Sundays at 6:15 p.m. in the
rectory.  Call Nancy Powers at 398-
1961 for more information.

Parents for Life-Teen
Adults or parents interested in
supporting the Life Teen program.
Membership is open to all adults
regardless of whether or not you are
a parent. Activities are creative, fun,
exciting and diverse. Call Jeanette,
725-7559 or 354-4846.

L ’ Arche Harbor House Mutual
ministry with members and
assistants, building community
support and awareness to the needs
and gifts of the disabled members of
the L’ Arche Harbor House family.
Call Dottie Klein at 744-4435.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
We were founded by people who care
about the problems of those around
them. We care and would like you to
share the care with us. For
information on how to become a
Vincentian call Russ, 634-8544,  x1,
and leave a message.

St. Vincent de Paul Transportation
Ministry
Volunteer drivers are needed to
transport parishioners to Mass,
Doctor’s Appointments, etc. Call
634-8544, x1,  leave a message. 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Visitation Ministry
We need volunteers to visit the
sick/elderly of the parish. Leave a
message on 634-8544, x1.

I. M. Sulzbacher
Individuals who give two hours of
their time to 400-500 men, women
and children the third Tuesday of
each month by saying grace, serving
dinner and cleaning up the kitchen.
Call Donnell, 743-6174.

Advent Tree
A program that puts smiles on  faces
of people at Christmas time. Those
who share time and talent in this
ministry help put up the Advent Tree
with special paper ornaments.
Parishioners choose ornaments to
take home, purchase the gift, return
the ornament with the gift attached to
it. Volunteers needed to help
distribute the gifts to nursing homes,
orphanages, etc. Call Trudy Cameron
at 724-0511.

Christ the King 
Clinic Volunteers
Staffed by Doctors, Registered
Nurses and ancillary support people
from Christ the King Parish.  They
donate their services the fourth
Saturday of each month 9-1p.m. Call
Janis at 398-4392.

Parish Nurse Ministry
Nurses who belong to Christ the
King Parish willing to volunteer their
time and talent to support the
ministry of health within the parish.
Call Barbara at 724-1776.

Christ the King Blood Drive 
Needs Volunteers
Twice a year Christ the King Church
along with the Florida Georgia Blood
Alliance holds a blood drive. Call
Karlene Simmons, 642-8319.

Ministries
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“A Passage To Live By”

by Gina Glotzer

“The Lord helps those who help
themselves.”  God accomplishes
this by placing people in our paths
with the capability of assisting us.
Of course, if we do not reach out
and ask for that assistance, or share
our need, we may not realize this.
It is my prayer for the children of
the parish that they realize how
blessed they are to belong to a
community that desires to assist
them with both wonderful
experiences and opportunities for
growth.

There are two interplaying
factors in the passage “The Lord

helps those who help themselves.”
First we must strive to help
ourselves.  The Christ the King
(CTK) Safety Patrol members have
worked hard all year, arriving at
school early each day, and staying
afterwards until all of the other
students have been picked up.
Additionally, they have maintained
an academic standard, as well as
participating in fund raising
activities to contribute monies to
their individual funds for the end of
the year Washington D.C. trip.

One of their fund raising events
was a Spaghetti Dinner held on
April 20, 1999.  The Patrols sold

tickets to their friends and family
members, and held a ticket booth at
each of the Lenten fish fry dinners.
Each Patrol member assisted in the
planning of the dinner by designing
a poster depicting either a present
day or historical theme related to
our country.  These posters were
displayed at the dinner.  A
complimentary dessert table
provided by the Patrols was
featured to thank the guests.  Each
member was assigned a duty as
well, such as busing tables or
working at the drink table.

The profits from the dinner
were used to assist each patrol
member in funding his/her trip to

Washington, D.C. the third week in
June.  This was an educational trip
in which the Patrols, their parental
chaperones, and Officer Hayes
(who was also their D.A.R.E.
officer this year) toured the
historical landmarks.  Among the
many sites on the itinerary were the
Capitol Building, the Lincoln,
Jefferson, Korean, and Vietnam
Memorials, the Washington
Monument and the Smithsonian
Museum of American History.  The
Patrols ended their week with a full
day at Busch Gardens,
Williamsburg, Va.

The second factor in the
passage “The Lord helps. . .” was
very evident here (not that I had
any doubt) partly because we
belong to a Christian community
where the idea of helping each
other is a shared value.  Both the
CTK school and rectory staff
members gave their assistance
joyfully.  The patrol parents offered
their assistance tirelessly.  The local
area merchants responded to our
donation requests so generously
that we were able to fund our entire
dinner with nearly 100 percent
donations.  Of course, we would
not have had a successful venue
without the patronage of our entire
parish.  So on behalf of the CTK
Safety Patrol I would like to thank
all of you for supporting our
children.  There is a devotion and
love for them in abundance here!

Reflections from a Year of LifeTeen

by Nancy M. Powers

“You’re only limited by your
imagination!” I think it was
Einstein who said that, but many
years ago I adopted his saying as
my motto. I figured if you could
think of something there must be a
way to do it. Looking back on our
first year of LIFE TEEN I know
that it’s true. 

When we first thought of
beginning a LIFE TEEN program
at Christ the King, we had many
hurdles to clear before we ever had
our first retreat or LIFE Night.
Some people thought beginning a
LIFE TEEN program was
impossible but thankfully there
were some that just thought it was a
good challenge and they were up to
it. LIFE TEEN is a very intensive
volunteer program with each group
of volunteers being equally
important.

We had to encourage quality
musicians to give of their time and
talent every Sunday. We had to
entice Core Members to commit
one year of their life to help mentor
teens. We had to invite parents to
give up their time to share a
weekend with our kids while
helping to support and uplift the
other volunteers. And most
importantly we had to attract teens.
All of this we offered up to the
Holy Spirit and boy did He take
control. 

LIFE TEEN is blessed to have
the support of Father Baker,
Monsignor Kohls from
Assumption, Monsignor Heslin
from Holy Spirit and Father Cody
from Resurrection.  Each of these

parishes joined to make an
investment in our youth.  With their
support we’ve been able to not only
attract teens from those parishes
but also teens who may not have
attended church and teens who
come from other parts of town.
Because of their vision and the
LIFE TEEN program we’ve seen
teen’s lives transformed. 

If you were to ask a Core
Member which LIFE Nights they
like the best, they’ll probably all
tell you it’s when we go deep.
They’ll remember kneeling in front
of the Blessed Sacrament with the
teens and seeing tears of joy or pain
fall.  Or when the teens really get
into a topic and ask the hard
questions.  Most likely they will
remember a time when they shared
‘one on one’ with a teen and it
made a difference. Or when the
least likely teen shows up at a
Spiritual Workout. They will
remember when a teen took that
first step from darkness into the
light. 

Of course good music enhances
good liturgy. That’s why the
Musicians for LIFE are so
important to the spirituality of our
teens. Tony Steve has done an
incredible job directing and
arranging beautiful, and engaging
liturgical music for the Mass. Our

Church calls each of us to “full-
active participation” in the Mass by
the enthusiasm of those in the
congregation, we’re providing the
right opportunity. I thank Tony for
his commitment and vision. He was
truly sent to us by God! 

When LIFE TEEN first began, I
was really worried about the one-
year commitment the Core Team
was required to make. I knew it was
important but quite honestly in this
day and age commitment seems to
be a four-letter word. But we knew
it was important in order to develop
relationships with the teens. At first
it was hard. We were trying to learn
the mechanics of a new program.
Now, after three semesters we not
only have found an incredible joy
that comes from ministering to
teens but all of the Core Team have
told me they will be signing up for
another year. We are getting far
more than we are giving. 

As we look toward our second
year, we will focus on encouraging
more teens to attend. We’ve spent
this past year getting our feet wet,
learning the program, developing
our partnership parish
relationships, and getting to know
the teens we have.  Now it’s time to
really evangelize.  LIFE TEEN is a
great program and we want more
teens to develop a real relationship
with Jesus Christ.
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Strawberry Picking Time
Christ the King

Graduation

by Joanne Wnuk

Strawberry picking is a fun
activity for our Kindergarten
classes. Each May, Mrs. Jackins,
Mrs. Goodbread, and Mrs. Ruhl
take their students to the Mosley
Farm in Middleburg. One spring
day ten years ago, Mrs. Jackins and
Mrs. Morton went strawberry

picking at the farm and Mrs.
Jackins asked if she could bring her
students the following year. Mrs.
Mosley has graciously allowed our
students to come to the farm ever
since. We are the only school that
visits. Our thanks to the Mosley
family for their generosity and
Christian spirit.

by Christine Dixon
(Class of 1999, Christ the King)

When I graduated from Christ
the King School on May 30th I was
very proud that I was walking
down the same aisle with people I
had known since kindergarten.
With this eighth grade class I had
so much fun.

After the graduation mass, we
went to the gym and received our

diplomas.  When my name was
called, I went to the top of the gym
platform and shook Father Baker’s
hand, and was given my diploma.  I
walked down the stairs and sat with
the rest of my classmates.  After
receiving our diplomas,  we all
stood up as one and moved our
tassels to the left to show we were
graduated.

Parents for Life... The Year in Review
by Jeanette Ghioto 

As we prepare to celebrate
Lifeteen’s first year, we are also
celebrating Parent’’s for Life first
year! Lifeteen happened because
Father Baker was inspired; Nancy
Powers had a plan Assumption,
Resurrection and Holy Spirit
wanted a part - and moms and dads
needed to help. 

Happy Birthday to Us! 

Let me tell you the story of this
enormous vibrant group of 50+
parents dedicated to tackling the
job of sustaining teenaged bodies
while Lifeteen sustains teenaged
spirits. The job description for this
group called Parents for Life would
not be much different from the job
description that we as parents took
on when we fell in love and bore
the fruit of that love –– namely
kids. Sweet little bundles of joy
who repeat a pattern of eating,
pooping, sleeping, crying and
making a mess. The antidote for
this phenomenon called baby is a
doting pair of parents who pray for,
feed, dry tears, clothe and clean up
after these darlings. Cooking,
cleaning and praying for my kids
was something I had been doing for
20+ years. Therefore, I said yes and
became the Parents for Life
coordinator. And since God said
that we would be as one……..the
best husband in the world also
became a Parent for Life! This
Lifeteen Program would need a
consistent group of parents to make
it work. The emotional rewards of
caring for children subside as kids
grow to be mouthy, opinionated,
independent teens. Enticing parents
to reach the same level of
enthusiasm they had when their
kids played t-ball or entered

kindergarten –– was God’’s job.
Mine would be to keep them busy.
Remember those adorable little
preschoolers and kindergartners ––
they were so much fun! The truth
is, as teens, they are all still in
desperate need of the same
attention we showered upon them
in their younger years. It is just
different. So, Parents for Life was
born.

Our first job was to put on a skit
for the new Core team. Nancy had
arranged a retreat weekend for
them at Marywood. We, the
Parents, would be the entertainment
for Saturday night. I gathered a
group of creative parents from the
partner parishes and we proceeded
to put on a modern version of the
old Laugh In. Remember those
short skits that always ended with
da-da-da-da-da-da- da as the
camera zoomed in on a shocked
Goldie Hawn. Well, we did 7
segments on life with a teen.
Excessive talking on the telephone,
channel changer monopolization,
sloppy rooms, tattoos, multi
colored hair and the peas de
resistance –– a teenaged body that
was so pierced it evoked hysterical
laughter from all. 

We had so much fun. The Core
team, all young adults, were able to
get a great understanding of the
challenges of our life with teens ––
from a humorous parent’’s
perspective. The finale - we joined
arms and danced the can-can to the
tune of “I Will Follow Him” from
Sister Act. The Rockets had
nothing on us! Nevertheless, the
Ben Gay sure came in handy the
next day!

Parents for Life slowly grew
into a viable team of parents who
lovingly shared their time and
talent making a difference with the
teens and for Lifeteen. After all,

that is what God is going to ask us
–– what did we do to make a
difference for His kingdom?
Working with teenagers should
certainly carve off some of that
purgatory time!

Our next task was to assist with
the Follow the Flame Retreat. 11
parents lived at Camp Immokalee
for the Labor Day weekend of
1998. Labor Day……..labor
pains…….kids……. There is
definitely a connection! Teams of
parents arrived all weekend long to
help cook and entertain the youth.
Ask anyone who was on this
weekend. Follow the Flame was the
perfect name. The Holy Spirit
forged a wide path and brought all
of us closer to the Lord! The
remainder of the semester was
filled with opportunities to feed the
teenaged masses. 

The Mystery Dinner was so
much fun. We were adorable. 25
couples all dressed in black slacks,
white shirts and black ties served
over 250 youth spaghetti, salad and
garlic bread. We were expecting
about 200 teens. We, first hand, saw
the miracle of the loaves and the
fishes –– only this time it was the
pasta and the meatballs. Everyone
ate; everyone was full. Food for
200 fed over 250 with 3 meatballs
leftover. Believe in miracles.

Angels Watching Over Me
(Angels: The Real Scoop) - at
Resurrection parish, Father Cody
and the parents hosted a very spirit
filled evening. The Core team ––
complete with angel wings ––
managed to give the real story to
our teens in this age when angel
mania is the craze. 

Lifeteen Gladiators was the
next event. Track and field
competitions made those kids
incredibly hungry. Our partner
parish, Holy Spirit and Msgr.

Heslin, fed them fried chicken
forever. No one left hungry.

Who could forget Mardi Gras at
Assumption? Msgr. Kohl’s and
Terry Miller created it! It was
Bourbon Street –– with floats and
beads and king cake……..no one
wanted to leave. They would have
danced all night long. 

Our Dare to Be Bold retreat in
the early spring of 1999 filled up
fast. The weekend at Camp Cherry
Lake provided many opportunities
for the Lord to make a difference in
the lives of our youth. Thanks to
the parents who sent their teens,
whether they wanted to go or not!
The Lord succeeded at
accomplishing much! Parents for
Life created a weekend of the best
food and decorations. The kids
loved us. You want a natural high
–– be a Parent for Life. They cheer
for you –– love you with that same
love they had as tiny children ––
they make you feel incredible. I am
telling you –– Lifeteen turns them
back into the fun loving, happy
little kids who placed their tiny
little hands into ours…….so many
years ago. WE LOVE PARENTS
FOR LIFE echoed throughout the
dining hall at deafening decibels
after every meal.

As Lifeteen begins its second
year, we again have an opportunity
to help our kids choose Christ as
their beacon for life. Help us help
them. Call Jeanette Ghioto or join
the 50+ Email network that keeps
everyone posted on what is going
on. Pray for us! The Lord has been
incredibly faithful –– as He said He
would! I never lack for parents. He
has built it and they do come! My
gratitude to all of you for listening
to Him. The rewards are out of this
world! 
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LifeTeen Senior Appreciation Night
by Rachel Ghioto, Class of 1999

Lifeteen Senior appreciation
night was full of unknowns. What
were they going to do? How would
I know that I would be the new
proud owner of three wonderful
fish I named Nancy, Molly and
Donna-Helene.

The evening started out with a
wonderful Mass in honor of the
seniors. During the Mass, each
senior was called up by name to the
altar, prayed over and wished good
luck and farewell. I feel what
separates the Lifeteen Mass from
the other Masses at Christ the King
is the gathering of the teenagers
around the altar for the
consecration and the music
performed by the Lifeteen band.

Gathered around the altar with
my peers, puts in perspective
Christ’s real presence in the
Eucharist. The priest elevating the
Host and chalice gives me  a feeling
like no other. It is indescribable. As
Catholics, believing that the bread
and the wine are transformed into
the body and blood of Christ

separates us from other religions.
Receiving the actual body and
blood of Christ is the reason I am
proud to be a Catholic.

We then proceeded into a
tropical dream where we were
greeted with a Hawaiian lei and a

hug. My family and I were seated at
a table that coincided with the
theme of the night, “Go Against the
Stream”. The servers were dressed
in their own unique costumes that
consisted of bathing suits, goggles,
floaties, flippers, and water guns.

We were then served a wonderful
meal prepared by the Lifeteen
parents. The entrée included a
salad, baked potato, and your
choice of Maui chicken or steak.
During the meal, the Lifeteen band
put on a spectacular performance
led by Tony Steve.

The special guest speaker of the
night was Mike Rogero, who
shared with us his experiences in
college. He also gave us tips and
advice that will benefit us as future
students. Then, a skit performed by
the core team and some of the
Lifeteen members, portrayed the
real life of a college student. For
the rest of the night we danced and
sang, wishing it would never end.

This past year has been a very
inspirational experience. God
blessed me with parents that gave
me the cornerstone to a Christian
life and God blessed me with
Lifeteen that encouraged me to
build more upon that foundation. I
feel that every high school student
should get involved with Lifeteen.
It will bring you closer to Jesus and
in so doing He will enrich your life.

“Going Against the Stream”

What it means to be part of a team!

by Robert Riker

The Core Members have seen
some big changes since Life Teen
started in September 1998.  With
the guidance and support of Nancy
Powers, Life Teen Coordinator, the
Core Members have been
successfully leading our teens to a
closer and more personal
relationship with Christ.

Over the past year, we have
watched the teens grow in both
their personal and spiritual lives.
The growth and maturity we have
seen is astounding.  In the
beginning we had to plead with the
teens to be greeters, lectors, ushers
and gift bearers, whereas now they
actively seek participation.  We

often have “too many” volunteers.
The teens also seek participation in
Life Nites and retreats.  They are
involved in skits that require
several weeks of practice, and we
often allow teens to give personal
sharing.  They are actively involved
in other Life Teen activities.

I’ve been hosting Spiritual
Workouts and I’m always
encouraged by the great turnout.
The teens enjoy the social things
we do such as bowling, ice skating,
and reaching out to those less
fortunate than ourselves by baking
cookies and volunteering at the St.
Francis Soup Kitchen.  We have
developed bonds with the teens,
bonds built through trust,
compassion and mentor-ship.

We Core Members have also
grown in our relationships with
each other. Each Core Member
contributes a very special quality to
the program, which is unique to
him or herself. We support each
other with Life Nite and retreat
planning.  Through Core retreats,
teen retreats, young adult retreats,
regular Tuesday night meetings at

Nancy’s home and other regular
activities we have become family
to each other.  Through these
activities the Core Members have
grown in their spiritual lives.  This
spiritual growth has enabled us to
help the teens grow spiritually.

Though much hard work and
sacrifice goes into planning Life
Nites, retreats and other activities,
the encouragement we receive from
each other always gets us through.
Nancy is also always there to guide
us and answer any questions we
might have.  She is always
encouraging us to “think big” and
“get outside the box”.  She inspires
us by all that she does to make this
program run efficiently.

Core membership is so
rewarding, especially when we see
the growth that has occurred in our
teens.  Through it all, we always
remember that God is in control of
this program.  We are the vessels
He is using to bring these teens
closer to Christ.  It is an honor and
privilege to serve God in this
ministry.

Core members on the 1998 Core Retreat at Marywood

From L-R: Rachel Ghito and
Taylor Troedson at the Senior

Appreciation Dinner



by Bill Dougherty
Courier Staff

You may have heard stories
about when a priest or nun received
“The Call.”  Movies have given an
aura of mystery or mystique to it.
There have been books written
about it.  But make NO mistake;
“The Call” is not about glamour,
fame or fortune. “The Call” is
about sacrifice, service, and
selflessness. 

In an era where the number of
Catholics is growing, where people
find they need God more than ever
in their life, there is a tremendous
demand for vocations.

The average age of priests is in
the late fifties.  Nuns in service are
far fewer than in years past.
Parishioners have taken up some of
the duties through their time, talent,
and treasure, supporting the many
ministries of the church.  But
parishioners need leadership and
that comes from parish priests. So it
falls to priests like Father John
Tetlow to actively recruit
candidates to fill the growing needs
throughout the St. Augustine
Diocese and the country.

Father Tetlow was born in
Manchester, England, in 1954, and
came to the U.S. in 1960. 

“We were the last passengers to
make the voyage on a ship that was
due to be scrapped upon arrival in
New York City,” he said. 

After that eventful trip, he spent
the next five years in
Massachusetts and Connecticut
before moving to Florida at age 11.
Florida has become his permanent
home.

At age 18, he worked as a teller
at Barnett Bank. That was followed
by a job with an office supply
company. During a recent homily,
Father Tetlow remarked about how
motivated he was to do well. 

“I told my new boss that I
wasn’t looking for a job.  I was
looking for a position.” A very
brash statement for an 18-year-old,
but Father Tetlow took to the task
and became not only the company’s
best salesman, but was promoted to
office manager.

Then the Lord called him, and
knowing that God had important
work for him, he attended the St.
Meinrad Seminary from 1978 to
1984. Ordained as a Priest in 1984,
his first parish was St. Catherine’s
in Orange Park, and his first job
was Director of Youth Ministries. It
is not only a job he held for 13
years, but a position that has
defined work for our Lord.

“I was ordained as a Diocesan
Priest and I will be in Jacksonville
for my entire life,” Father Tetlow
said.  “But that’s okay, because I
really love Jacksonville.”

Six years ago, Father Tetlow’s
main focus of Youth Ministries was

changed to take on the challenge of
recruiting for vocations. The job is
not like a headhunter looking for
the next CEO of Coca Cola. Nor is
it like your local Navy recruiter
trying to show a young man or
woman how to “Let the Journey
Begin.” And while the recruitment
involves both men and women, the
majority of his work involves
talking with young men
considering the Priesthood.

“I look for intelligent young
men who have a strong desire to
serve and feel called to the
Priesthood,” Father Tetlow said. “If
they get through an interview and
psychological testing, they are
accepted into the program.” 

The seminary is far different
from going to college and then into
the work force. Going to a military
service academy for four years and
then giving your country five years
of your life doesn’t even come
close.   Seminarians need to
complete four years of college and
five years of graduate school, and
once ordained as Priests, they
serve the Lord for the rest of their
life. That’s a contract, but one
gladly accepted when it means
serving the Lord.

So when Father Tetlow arrived
at Christ the King in 1996, he not
only continued his work in
vocations’ recruitment, he hit the
ground running in many other
ministries as well.

“I get an average of 25-35
telephone calls a day,” he said.
That’s in addition to nine
appointments, vocations’
recruitment, marriage counseling,
baptism preparation, youth
ministries  . . .  you get the picture.

A Priest’s life can be very
hectic, and Father Tetlow’s
boundless energy seems to keep
him going even when those
younger than he are struggling to
keep up. That energy is a key when
he directs diocesan ministries like
SEARCH, a quarterly-retreat for
high school juniors and seniors, or
ALPHA, a twice a year retreat for
young adults, age 21-35.  He’s been
working with these programs for 15
and eight years, respectively. Then
there is LIFE TEEN.

LIFE TEEN will have its first
anniversary this month. Father
Tetlow celebrated the first LIFE
TEEN Mass held at Metropolitan
Park. He continues to celebrate
“LIFE  TEEN” Mass at Christ the
King Catholic Church.

So where does all this energy
come from?  Does he have himself
plugged in next to the Energizer
Bunny? Not hardly.

“I get my energy from my
prayer life,” he said. “I especially
get strength from the Mass and the
Holy Eucharist.”

And he says that strength is
important to him when he is
dealing with the shift in thinking
over the past 15 years in our
society.

“Young people face so many
more issues than we did at that
age,” Father Tetlow explained.
“But I’m heartened by their
strength and their faith. If you
asked a 16-year-old 10 years ago
what he or she wanted out of life,
they might have said, ‘to be
successful, to make a lot of money,
or have a good life.’ But today
you’ll hear, ‘I want to make a
difference, I want to affect some
change, or I want to marry the right
person.”

That, too, is a new philosophy
between teens and young adults.
Father Tetlow said there is  “greater
altruism” afoot that young people
want to date longer, have longer
engagements, and they have a
greater desire to have God’s
presence in their lives.

“There has been a powerful
spiritual awakening in our parish in
the past several years and it
continues today,” Father Tetlow
said.

That’s one reason he has found
success in recruiting seminarians.
In the next three years, 10 of the 26
seminarians in the Diocese of St.
Augustine will be ordained as
Priests. The outlook for parishes in
our Diocese is very good.

“It’s a rewarding job for me and
I’m thankful these young men take
the investment of time and money
(about $20,000 per year) of the
Church very seriously. It’s

rewarding to see young men who
come to you with dreams and
aspirations so unlike their
contemporaries  . . .  dreams of
service, of making a difference, and
of a love of the Lord, Our God.”

Given so much of what has
happened in the past, you might
wonder if Father Tetlow finds
himself looking toward the future.

“Most of my focus is on the
present, but when I do look to the
future, I see myself deepening my
journey of faith,” he said. “I love
what I do and I know the Lord will
guide me to do what is right. I feel
that I’m doing exactly what I’m
supposed to be doing. My hope for
the future is that I’ll become more
holy, closer to the Lord, more
selfless, and more inclined toward
others.”

In a recent homily Father
Tetlow said “Let others see God in
you by the way you act. God’s light
will shine from you and draw
people to you, and then to Him.”
Father Tetlow finds people who
want to serve the Lord. But from a
different perspective, maybe God’s
light so shines from him that those
who want to serve the Lord find
Father Tetlow,  then find God in
him.

If you are interested in
vocations, please call Father Tetlow
at (904) 724-0080, or (904) 262-
3200. And even if you don’t feel
you’ve gotten “The Call,” you can
still join a church ministry giving
of your Time, Talent, and Treasure.
And all of us can pray for
vocations. Amen.

Father John Tetlow recently
celebrated his 15th anniversary as
a priest in May.
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Father John Tetlow

Following “The Call”
Father John at age 9 

Father John celebrates Mass




