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Kairos:
They Come for Cookies and 

Leave with the Bread of Life
by Ron Lynch

This is how Father McDermott
described the experience of the
prison ministry of Kairos. It is a
ministry he has been involved in
since he was a deacon at St.
Catherine’s twenty years ago. His
association with Kairos began at
the request of four men in the
parish who were already connected
to the prison ministry and knew of
his legal background. They
believed he would be more
comfortable in the prison
environment than someone without
his experience. Father McDermott
traveled twice to the Federal
institution in Tallahassee and once
to south Florida. During the  two
decades of his participation he has
ministered at the Union
Correctional Institution at Raiford
and speaks enthusiastically of
inmates who are still involved in
Kairos twenty years later.

Participation in Kairos does not
get sentences reduced for inmates.
The Kairos manual describes it as
“an interdenominational Christian
ministry whose programs are
designed to be presented in State
and Federal men’s and women’s
correctional institutions in the U.S.
with adaptations for other countries
and languages. The ministry is
governed by the national board of
Kairos Prison Ministry, Inc. with
headquarters in Winter Park,
Florida. It is conducted, in
cooperation with the chaplains of
correctional institutions, by teams
of laity and clergy who are
selected, trained, and certified by
area governing bodies of Kairos
and approved by correctional
institutions as citizen volunteers.

The primary objective of the 3-
day short course is to prepare
selected residents for life in an
ongoing Christian community”.
One Greek word for time is
“kronos”, which means linear time
such as hours, days, weeks, etc.
Another Greek word for time is
“kairos,” meaning time that is set
by God for a particular occurrence.
That is how the ministry of Kairos
got its name.

“The purpose of Kairos is to
establish strong Christian
communities among the
populations of correctional
institutions …through the impact
of small, three to five person share
and prayer groups of leaders,
resident in the institutions”. It has
been said that Kairos is “the best
example of the early church in
existence today.”

“The Kairos strategy is to
identify leaders from the key
environments of the institution,
leaders who have the greatest
potential to impact their
environments with the message of
Christ’s love. These leaders are
then invited to attend a 3-Day
‘Short Course in Christianity’
where they are introduced to the
Kairos community.”

A statement heard from
participants many times over is “It
wasn’t the words that got to me.
I’ve heard words like these often in
my life.  It was the acting out of
them. The love.”

Many changes in the methods
to deliver that love have been
made. The core of each change is
Jesus’ “new” commandment.
“Love one another.  As I have loved
you, so you must love one another.
If you have love for one another,
then everyone will know that you
are my disciples.”  John 13:34-35.

Kairos can be likened to
Cursillo in its approach, methods,
size of prayer groups and the
ultimate goal. The participants,
however, have different issues that
confront them. They are in a
maximum security prison and
generally have had no
unconditional love in their lives.
Their families have written them
off, spouses have left them, and
their children are kept from
communicating with them. Trust is
a danger to them that few are
willing to give. Just to survive in
their environment requires constant
vigilance and a dedication to self-
interest.

The teams, mostly laymen, who
facilitate the Kairos weekend arrive 

Continued on page 9
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Welcome: We woud like to welcome the following individuals
and families to Christ the King Community.

Baptisms: We Would like to announce the following people who
were recently baptized into the Catholic Church.

We would like to acknowledge the following
parishioners who were recently united into the
Sacrament of Marriage.

Deaths: The following people are recently deceased members of
our parish for whom we offer our special prayers.

Marriages:

Christine Ashworth
Angela Batteh
The Jessica Bermudez Family
Regina Birchland
The Shapleigh Boyd IV Family
Richard Brady
June Brigola
The Ramon Bueno Family
The Brian Clapp Family 
The Carrie Cornwall Family
The Thomas Dean Family
The Timothy Daniels Family
The Ronald Duerr Family
Anna Eskuchen
Jessica Fagan
The John Faulkner Family
The Brenna Fielder Family
The Mark Hamin Family
Mr. & Mrs. James Heeter
The Patrick Ivey Family
Arlene Jaworski
The Matthew Jenkins Family
Vincent Jesse
William F. Jones
Todd Jurkiewicz
The Steve Kandah Family 
Elizabeth Klinkenberg
The Brad LaCross Family
The Gerald Lamb Family
The Billy Lodise Family 
Catherine Long

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Maniche
The Mario Medina Family
Sheila Miller
The Saleh Mohamed Family
The Alex Noriega Family
The Jack Ogin Family
The Troy Donahue Perry Family
Pricilla Peters
Mildred Prevost
Jeanne Purpuri
The Ceferina Rilloraza Family
The Sino Romero Family 
Janet Santos
Mr. & Mrs. Brett Satkoff
Jack Scharf
Michele Scott  
The Mark Shannahan Family
The Larry Shephard Family
Maria Skobic
Patrick Slogar
The Michael Spencer Family 
The Rick Stanfill Family
The H. A. Steele Family
Dawn Sutherland
Chris Tennant
Christine Viets
Lisa Wall
William Weaver
The Joseph Weatherly Family
The Paul Windsor Jr. Family

Anna Goodbread            December 26
Gerald Lamb III                January 16
Chase Chamberlain             January 29
Henry Steele III                 February 6
Brian Salzman Jr.               February 6
Hannah Williams              February 20
Alice Ba Pham                 February 20
Paul Loyd Jr.                    February 20
Daniel Sanford Jr.            February 20
Shelby Sanford                 February 20
Adriana Dionisio              February 12
Amy Marie Thanh Do March 18
Rachel Nicole Noriega         March 18
Aliana Marie Ramirez March 26
Vincent Anthony Weatherly  March 26
Thomas James Dean                April 2

Nicholas Deleon Batoon           April 2
Kevin Christopher Cote           April 8
Andrea Lynne Brock                April 9
Danny Chin                            April 15
Justin Quang Naguyen           April 23
Austin Hoai Nguyen Dinh      April 23
Tam Vincent Bui                    April 23
Steven Nguyen Hoang            April 23
Johnson V. Nguyen                April 23
Robin L. Allsion                    April 22
Robert L. Brekke                   April 22
Aaron Zackary Keel               April 22
Toni Lynn Naumann              April 22
Ross Dana                             April 22
Philis J. Sanford                    April 22
Angelis Noah Torres                April 29

Profession of Faith:
We would like to welcome all
those who have recently joined
the Church.

Lucille Beckham                    April 22
Lawrence Hope                     April 22
Karen Anne Lipsett                April 22
Robert Allen Moyotte             April 22
Carl Mills Jr.                         April 22

J. Doug Mollenhour               April 22
Louis O’Neal                        April 22
Mildred Prevost                      April 22
Jennifer Waite                         April 22

Douglas Brian Meade & Kimberly
Kelly on March 25.

Blanche Ferro                    January 23
Mary Chapman                  February 1
Phiem Nguyen February 3
Arthur Morlock Jr.             February 5
Jerome Gallagher               February 11
Lillian Warren February 17
John Geilen                     February 13
Elizabeth Johnson             February 22
Clara Hagan                    February 20
Jean Harper                     February 29
Patricia Quinn                  February 25

John Walker                         March 17
Raymond Colonna               March 19
Joseph Rossignol Jr.              March 20
Eugene Henry Black             March 21
William Dwyer III               March 24
Thomas McMenamy             March 24
Rita Mary Canode                    April 4
Heriberto Cabrera                    April 8
Guillermo Pellicier                  April 16
James Meeks Jr                    .April 17
Harry Burke                           April 23

Respect Life Pilgrimage

Part of congregation at “Respect Life” Mass

Bishop John Snyder serving
communion at “Respect Life” Mass

Most Reverend John C. Favalora,
Archbishop of Miami

CTK Youth Bell Choir

by Dolores Bianco

Between two and three
thousand people celebrated LIFE
replete with bishops, priests, and
laity Sunday, March 26, 2000 at the
Mission Nombre de Dios in Saint
Augustine.  An array of 4,500 small
white crosses served as an
impressive memorial to those
deprived of the gift of life.

At the request of Bishop
Snyder Christ the King Choir,
under the direction of Bernie Sans,
provided music for the occasion.
Father Robert McDermott

authorized two buses to take us to
St. Augustine for the occasion.
Early that day we loaded the buses
with musical equipment and good
voices.

Respect Life coordinator’s
Mike and Patricia Maroney would
like to thank everyone who
participated in this pilgrimage.
Mike and Patty have been
coordinators for Respect Life for
several years and have helped to
organize parishioners at Christ the
King to spread the word about
abortion and its effects on human
life.
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A SPECIAL MAN -
A SPECIAL AWARD

by Ray Walker

A Resolution
Honoring and Commending 

Monsignor Mortimer Danaher 
for Establishing 

Christ The King Clinic

Thus began Jacksonville City
Council, Resolution 2000-211, as
presented to Monsignor Danaher
for one of his most laudable
achievements - the formation of the
Christ the King Clinic in 1993.
This accolade was awarded by the
Council not only because of this
clinic itself, but also because it
became the prototype for 10 more
similar services spread throughout
the entire Jacksonville and Beaches
area.

The event was prompted by an
article about the clinic by this
writer which appeared in the
November 1999 issue of the
Courier that was admired by Don
LeClerc, another member of St.
Patrick’s Church and a dedicated
political activist. Thanks to Don’s
expertise and political know-how,
and the eager participation of two
other Catholics, Dr. Gwen
Chandler-Thompson and Gwen
Yates, both Council members, the
effort Monsignor Danaher put into
the formation of the clinic and the
far reaching impact it has had on so
many others was recognized as
most worthy of special
commendation.

The result was the framed
resolution presentation at the
regular City Council meeting on
March 14 to Monsignor Danaher.
Some 25-30 of his friends from
Christ the King, as well as staff
members from the clinic were in
attendance; including Janis
Polsenski, who has co-ordinated
the entire operation since its
inception, Dr. Leonardo Del
Rosario, who supervised the work
of the doctors, and Linda

McCreary, R.N., in charge of the
nurses as well as a sizeable group
of other staff personnel. The
aggregation, headed  by Father
McDermott, Christ the King’s new
pastor, loudly applauded the good
fortune of their former pastor.

To say, “It couldn’t happen to a
nicer guy” would be an obvious
understatement. More than that, it
would seem that building a clinic
such as this is just exactly what
Jesus would have done if He was
around here today. He didn’t
construct any buildings and He
didn’t erect any monuments, but
He sure helped a lot of people and
that is precisely what Christ the
King Clinic and all the other We-
Care service centers are all about.

When I told Monsignor
Danaher about the award, he said,
“That’s nice but I’m really more
interested in a reward in the
hereafter.”

Surely, when the Day of
Judgement comes around and the
question is raised, “What did you
do for any of my least brothers and
sisters?” it will not have to be asked
of our Monsignor, because all
Heaven will know about his little
clinic and he should receive more
rewards than he could have ever
dreamed possible. 

Another significant aspect of
the ‘reward’ he has received, here
and now, is that it should teach all
of us a lesson. If a prestigious
commendation like this is given for
an accomplishment like this,
maybe we all ought to re-appraise
our own priorities and make sure
the really important ones are at the
top of our list. After all, there are
lots of awards given for erecting
buildings but how many have you
heard of being given for helping
people and saving lives?

God bless you, 
Monsignor Mortimer Danaher.

“Well done, My good and faithful
servant.” Matthew 25:21

L-R: Gwen Yates, Msgr. Mortimer Danaher, 
Gwen Chandler-Thompson

Imagining the Afterlife:
Pope Emphasizes

States of Being

VATICAN CITY (CNS) – For
centuries, Christians have imagined
heaven as a blissful site somewhere
“up there,” God presiding, and hell
as an overheated netherworld full
of very nasty demons.

In a brief series of audience
talks during the summer of 1999,
Pope John Paul II  sketched out a
different and unusually modern
picture of life after death.

Heaven and hell exist, he said,
but not as places of celestial
merriment or eternal fire.

They are states of being and not
physical locations, said the Pope,
and the best way to imagine them is
to reflect on significant spiritual
moments in this life – the pain
brought by sin, and the happiness
experienced when doing good.

The three talks on heaven, hell
and purgatory in late July and early
August set aside the traditional
geography of the afterlife, which
has been depicted in countless
paintings and in such literary
masterpieces as Dante’s “Divine
Comedy.”

The Pope said physical
descriptions of these ultimate
realities always fall short; it’s
better, for example, to probe the
nature of communion with God
than conjecture a material scenario
for paradise. And it’s not quite
accurate to see heaven as the
dwelling place of God—God
simply cannot be confined by such
a concept, he said.

Heaven “is neither an
abstraction nor a place in the
clouds, but a living, personal
relationship with the Trinity,” he
said.

Hell, on the other hand, is the
state of everlasting frustration
experienced by people who have
definitively cut themselves off
from God, he said.

The concept of hellfire, the
fiery furnace and the
“unquenchable fire” of Gehenna
are all from the New Testament,
and need to be interpreted as
symbolic language, the Pope said.
Hell is not the punishment of an
angry God, but a self-imposed exile
by people who have used their
freedom to say “no” to God.

Like the Renaissance painter
Michelangelo, whose “Last
Judgment” fresco adorns the
Sistine Chapel, artists through the
ages have populated heaven and
hell with real people. But the Pope
was more cautious.

It could be that hell is empty of
human souls. Or as the Pope put it,
we don’t know for sure whether
any person has been “involved” in
eternal damnation.

Father Severino Dianich, a
prominent Italian theologian, said
the Pope’s remarks struck a balance
between the “pedagogy of terror”
used in the past and the modern
tendency to pass over in silence any
discussion of heaven and hell.

The key to the Pope’s
description is that, ultimately,
human choice is the root of eternal
separation from God or eternal
happiness with God. Such a choice
occurs only in an individual
conscience, Father Dianich noted.

“So no one can say what may
have happened when Stalin, Hitler
or Judas had their final meeting
with God,” the priest said.

The Pope said the biblical
images of hell should not be
misused to create “anxiety or
despair” among Christians. On the
other hand, he wants people to
prepare themselves for the final
reckoning.

As a “healthy reminder” of the
eternal consequences of human
freedom, he advised that
individuals pay more attention to
their sense of happiness or distress
in this life. They can be clues to the
next, he said.

For example, he said, the
suffering caused by sin is often said
to “make life ‘hell.”’ On the other
hand, people living in grace can
better enjoy “the good things that
the Lord showers upon us every
day,” and thus get a taste of the joy
and peace to come, he said.

Another Italian theologian,
Msgr. Inos Biffi, said the Pope was
hinting that “the person who lives
in grace already lives in paradise.”

He said the Pope’s point was
that for today’s Christians, “trying
to participate in these ultimate
realities is more important than
describing them.” 



May, 2000 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 5

Conditions for Gaining the
Jubilee Indulgence

By the present decree, which
implements the will of the Holy
Father expressed in the Bull of
Indiction of the Great Jubilee of the
year 2000, and by virtue of
faculties granted by the same
Supreme Pontiff, the Apostolic
Penitentiary defines the discipline
to be observed for gaining the
Jubilee indulgence.

All the faithful, properly
prepared, can fully enjoy,
throughout the Jubilee, the gift of
the indulgence, in accordance with
the following norms. 

While indulgences granted
either generally or by special
rescript remain in force during the
Great Jubilee, it should be noted
that the Jubilee indulgence also can
be applied in suffrage to the souls
of the deceased: such an offering
constitutes an outstanding act of
supernatural charity, in virtue of the
bond which, in the Mystical Body
of Christ, unites the faithful still on
pilgrimage here below and those
who have already ended their
earthly journey. Then too, the rule
that a plenary indulgence can be
gained only once a day remains in
force during the entire Jubilee
year.¹

The high point of the Jubilee is
the encounter with God the Father,
through Christ the Saviour present
in his Church and in a special way
in the sacraments. For this reason,
the whole Jubilee journey, prepared
for by pilgrimage, has as its starting
point and its conclusion the
celebration of the sacraments of
Penance and of the Eucharist, the
paschal mystery of Christ, our
peace and our reconciliation: this is
the transforming encounter which

opens us to the gift of the
indulgence for ourselves and for
others.

After worthily celebrating
sacramental confession, which
ordinarily, according to the norm of
canon 960 of the Code of Canon
Law and or canon 720, §1 of the
Code of Canons of the Eastern
Churches, must be individual and
complete, each member of the
faithful, fulfilled the required
conditions, can having receive or
apply the gift of the plenary
indulgence during a suitable period
of time, even daily, without
needing to go to confession again.
It is fitting however that the faithful
should frequently receive the grace
of the sacrament of Penance, in
order to grow in conversion and in
purity of heart.2 Participation in the
Eucharist, which is required for all
indulgences, should properly take
place on the same day as the
prescribed works are performed. 3

These two culminating
moments must be accompanied,
first of all, by the witness of
communion with the Church,
manifested by prayer for the
intentions of the Roman Pontiff,
and also by acts of charity and
penance, following the indications
given below: these acts are meant
to express the true conversion of
heart to which communion with
Christ in the sacraments leads.
Christ is truly our forgiveness and
the expiation of our sins (cf. 1 Jn
2:2). By pouring into the hearts of
the faithful the Holy Spirit who is
the “remission of all sins”, 4 he
guides each individual towards a
filial and trusting encounter with
the Father of mercies. From this

encounter springs a commitment to
conversion and renewal, to
ecclesial communion and to charity
towards our brothers and sisters.

Likewise confirmed for the
coming Jubilee is the norm
whereby confessors can commute,
on behalf of those legitimately
impeded, both the work prescribed
and the conditions required. 5
Cloistered men and women
religious, the infirm and all those
who for whatever reason are not
able to leave their own house, can
carry out, in lieu of a visit to a
certain Church, a visit to the chapel
of their house; should even this be
impossible for them, they can gain
the indulgence by spiritually
uniting themselves with those
carrying our the prescribed work in
the ordinary manner and by
offering to God their prayers,
sufferings and discomforts. With
regard to the required conditions,
the faithful can gain the Jubilee
indulgence:

1) In Rome, if they make a
pious pilgrimage to one of the
Patriarchal Basilicas, namely, the
Basilica of St. Peter in the Vatican,
the Archbasilica of the Most Holy
Saviour at the Lateran, the Basilica
of St. Mary Major and the Basilica
of St. Paul on the Ostian Way, and
there take part devoutly in Holy
Mass or another liturgical
celebration such as Lauds or
Vespers, or some pious exercise
(e.g., the Stations of the Cross, the
Rosary, the recitation of the
Akathistos Hymn in honour of the
Mother of God); furthermore, if
they visit, as a group or
individually, one of the four
Patriarchal Basilicas and there
spend some time in Eucharistic
adoration and pious mediations,
ending with the “Our Father”, the
profession of faith in any approved
form, and prayer to the Blessed
Virgin Mary. To the four Patriarchal
Basilicas are added, on this special
occasion of the Great Jubilee, the
following further places, under the
same conditions: the Basilica of the
Holy Cross in Jerusalem, the
Basilica of St. Lawrence in Campo
Verano, the Shrine of Our Lady of
Divine Love, and the Christian
Catacombs.6

2) In the Holy Land, if, keeping
the same conditions, they visit the
Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher in
Jerusalem, or the Basilica of the
Nativity in Bethlehem or the
Basilica of the Annunciation in
Nazareth.

3) In other ecclesiastical
territories, if they make a sacred
pilgrimage to the Cathedral Church
or to other Churches or places
designated by the Ordinary, and
there assist devoutly at a liturgical
celebration or other pious exercise,
such as those mentioned above for
the City of Rome; in addition, if
they visit, in a group or
individually, the Cathedral Church

or a Shrine designated by the
Ordinary, and there spend some
time in pious meditation, ending
with the “Our Father”, the
profession of faith in any approved
form, and prayer to the Blessed
Virgin Mary.

4) In any place, if they visit for
a suitable time their brothers and
sisters in need or in difficulty (the
sick, the imprisoned, the elderly
living alone, the handicapped, etc.),
as if making a pilgrimage to Christ
present in them (cf. Mt. 25:34-36),
and fulfilling the usual spiritual and
sacramental conditions and saying
the usual prayers. The faithful will
certainly wish to repeat these visits
throughout the Holy Year, since on
each occasion they can gain the
plenary indulgence, although
obviously not more than once a
day.

The plenary indulgence of the
Jubilee can also be gained through
actions which express in a practical
and generous way the penitential
spirit which is, as it were, the heart
of the Jubilee. This would include
abstaining for at least one whole
day from unnecessary consumption
(e.g., from smoking or alcohol, or
fasting or practicing abstinence
according to the general rules of the
Church and the norms laid down by
the Bishops’ Conferences) and
donating a proportionate sum of
money to the poor; supporting by a
significant contribution works of a
religious or social nature
(especially for the benefit of
abandoned children, young people
in trouble, the elderly in need,
foreigners in various countries
seeking better living conditions);
devoting a suitable portion of
personal free time to activities
benefitting the community, or other
similar forms of personal sacrifice.

Given in Rome, at the Apostolic
Penitentiary, on 29 November
1998, the First Sunday of Advent.

William Wakefield Card. Baum
Major Penitentiary

Luigi De Magistris
Regent

1Cf. Enchiridion
Indulgentiarum, Libreria Editrice
Vaticana, 1986, Norm 21, §1.

2Cf. ibid., Norm 23, §§1-2.
3Cf. ibid., Norm 23, §3.
4”Quia ipse est remissio

omnium peccatorum”: Missale
Romanum, Super, oblata, Sabbato
post Dominicam VII, Paschae.

5Cf. Ench. Indulg., Norm 27.
6Cf. Ench. Indulg., Grant 14.

by Jo Thomas

Our journey of the Lord’s
passion through the Bible was so
inspiring that it left us humbled at
what Jesus did for us.

Father Brian made the study so
much more spiritually interesting.
He lived in Israel for a year and he
described the land where Jesus
walked, the places He preached,
and where He worshiped His
Father.

Father Brian brought to us what
it was like to live in the Holy Land
in Jesus’ time. He showed us
pictures of where Jesus suffered
His last agony and the Golgotha
Hill where He died.

We will continue with our Bible
Study on Revelation which started
May 4 (at 9-10:30 a.m. or 7-8:30
p.m.) and all are welcome to join us
on this Biblical adventure.

Father Carey’s Bible Study
The Passion of Christ
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Children Answer Questions About
Ash Wednesday

Ms. Baker’s 1st grade class 1B
by Ron Lynch

Most adults have a pretty good
idea of what Ash Wednesday means
to them. We have a history of
knowledge of the Church and its
traditions. It was interesting to hear
the answers to some questions
asked of students at Christ The
King after the children’s Ash
Wednesday Mass. They provided
some insight as to how our children
view Ash Wednesday and its
meaning to them. The respondents
were Kimberly, Colin, Tim and
Emi from Ms. Maassen’s seventh
grade class, Lauren, Tessa, Jose,
and Brian from Mrs. Chin’s fifth
grade class, Michelle, Danielle,
Richie, Clay, and Jessica from Ms.
Barker’s first grade class, and
Kelly, Joseph, and Patrick from
Mrs. Ruhl’s kindergarten class.

The first question was “What
does Ash Wednesday mean to
you?” 

*The seventh grade answered:“God
saved us with His death,” “God
reminds us we were ashes and
to prepare for Lent”, “It begins
the season of Lent and to thank

God for what He’s done for us”,
“Prepare to get ready for
Jesus”.

*Some of the fifth grade’s answers
were: “Remind us we turn to
dust after we die and to
remember Jesus”, “Getting the
blessed ashes on our forehead
shows that we are dust,” “It is a
time of looking back on our
sins and asking forgiveness.”

*Even the first graders had
thoughtful answers. They
responded: “It’s a holy day and
a special day”, “God was there
with me,” “It means a lot to me
because I’m there praying.”
“God didn’t go into the
classroom, we went to church
to pray to God.”

*The kindergartners answered:
“Everybody gets ashes there,”
“It’s a very reverent day and
Jesus & Mary are with us.”

*An easier question was “Do you
try to leave the ashes on all
day?” 

*Most of the answers were yes.
One older one said he “washes
or rubs it off as soon as he can”.
Another student answered, “It
comes off when I sweat at P.E.”

*The final question for the
students, “Why do you get
ashes on your forehead instead
of somewhere else?” was
thought provoking for them. 

*The seventh grade felt that, “It
shows we are Catholic and
believe in God”, “It’s there
because God the Father is the
first spot of the sign of the
cross”, “It shows the world that
God made us and of how strong
we are”. 

*Fifth graders thought it was
because, “God saved us from
sin”, “To show God made us
from dust”, “It shows we have a
new life turning from sin”. 

*The first graders believed it was
because; “Everybody can see
it”, “Because of the sign of the 

cross”, “So people can look at
the ashes instead of praying”,
“Everyone can be reminded of
God by seeing them”. 

*The kindergarten students said, “It
means we’re very holy”,
“People know I’m Catholic
because they can see the ashes
there”, and my particular
favorite, “I think they should be
on your knee or elbow so
nobody will think your head’s
dirty”.

As one can see, the beliefs of
these children vary by detail, but
generally indicate a reverence for
God and His care and belief in all
of us. It appears our school and
teachers are giving the students a
value system that is a good
foundation for their lives as
children of God and defenders of
the faith.  Their reverence for Ash
Wednesday was universal and
encouraging.

Thank you Ms. Maassen, Mrs.
Chin, Ms. Barker, and Mrs. Ruhl
for allowing me to disrupt your
classes on Ash Wednesday after
Mass so the parish could learn
more about your students.

Ash Wednesday
Observation Of A Participant

by Meredith Reno

I wandered into the church for
the seven o’clock Mass on Ash
Wednesday wondering what it was
that I would sacrifice during the
next forty days of Lent. The church
quickly filled with parishioners,
many very young children among
them. I watched as people lined up
to receive their ashes, and listened
to Father Bob say, “Man, from dust
you came; to dust you will
return.”* 

I was amazed to see that the
children’s faces did not seem to be
at all perturbed by those words. It
was then that I knew what I would
give up, not only for Lent, but for
life. . . I gave up fear. I promised

myself that I would approach each
day with the innocence and faith
that I saw on the countenance of all
the children that Ash Wednesday.

You see, giving up candy, or
soda, or any things, was just not
enough. To give up an integral, but
unnecessary part of my own spirit,
that seemed to me to be the essence
of what Lent is about. I may still be
afraid of failing an exam, or driving
on the new grating on the Mathews
Bridge, but I will not fear for my
soul. I will not fear death. I will
listen to the Lord and confidently
follow wherever He leads me, for
that is the meaning of trust; and
where there is trust, fear cannot
dwell.

Similar quotes that may have been used: “Man, thou art dust; to dust you
will return.” and “Turn away from sin, and be faithful to the gospel.”

Ash Wednesday
The History

by Linda McCreary

Attending Ash Wednesday
services is always a profound
experience.  It is evident on faces,
as well as foreheads, that those who
participate wish to start the Lenten
season properly–fasting, asking
forgiveness for our sins and
humbling ourselves before God
and before our fellow man.

Fasting is appropriate during
the season of Lent when one wants
to feel greater sorrow for sin and
become more conscious of one’s
shortcomings and need of God.
Jesus is our model. He fasted 40
days and 40 nights praying in the
desert before taking up His work
teaching. Prayer and fasting can
help one open one’s mind to God’s
light and guidance.

The sign of the cross in ashes
on the people’s foreheads is a

symbol that the person belongs to
Jesus Christ, and that they are sorry
for their sins. This is in imitation of
the spiritual mark or seal that is put
on us in Baptism.

The ashes used on Ash
Wednesday are made from the
palms from the previous year’s
Palm Sunday.  The palms are
burned to make ashes, and are then
blessed by the priest.

The sign is done with ashes
because ashes are a biblical symbol
of mourning and penance. In
biblical times, the custom was to
fast, wear sackcloth, sit in dust and
ashes, and put dust and ashes on
one’s head. 

The ashes also symbolize
death, and remind of us our own
mortality.  It is a reminder of our
need to repent before this life is
over and we face our Judge. 
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Stations of the Cross
“Via Dolorosa”

by Linda McCreary

The Lenten season offers us
many ways to draw closer to the
Lord.  No devotion is more richly
endowed with indulgences than the
Way of the Cross (also called
Stations of the Cross).  The Stations
of the Cross enable us to more
literally obey Christ’s command to
take up our cross and follow Him.

The object of the Stations is to
help the faithful to make in spirit, a
pilgrimage to the chief scenes of
Christ’s suffering and death, and it
has become one of the most
popular of Catholic devotions. The
Stations are, in a way, a miniature

pilgrimage to the holy places in
Jerusalem. 

The origin of the devotion,
actually, may be traced to the Holy
Land. The Via Dolorosa at
Jerusalem was reverently marked
out from the earliest times, and has
been the goal of pious pilgrims ever
since the days of Constantine.
Tradition asserts that the Blessed
Virgin used to visit daily the scenes
of Christ’s Passion.

During the fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries, several
reproductions of the holy places
were set up in different parts of
Europe. The erection of the
Stations in churches did not
become at all common until

towards the end of the seventeenth
century, and the popularity of the
practice seems to have been chiefly
due to the indulgences attached.

The custom originated with the
Franciscans, but its special
connection with that order has now
disappeared. Realizing that few
persons, comparatively, were able
to gain indulgences by means of a
personal pilgrimage to the Holy
Land, Innocent XI, in 1686, granted
to the Franciscans, in answer to
their petition, the right to erect
Stations of the Cross in all their
churches, and declared that all the
indulgences that had ever been
given for devoutly visiting the
actual scenes of Christ’s Passion,

could henceforth be gained by
Franciscans and all others affiliated
to their order if they made the Way
of the Cross in their own church.

A plenary indulgence may be
gained by praying the Stations of
the Cross.  

Christ the King is blessed by
having the Stations set up on the
premises. One set can be seen in the
Chapel and another in the Church.
The third set of Stations can be
found set up in the peace and
tranquility of the great outdoors by
the “House of Prayer.”

Source: The Catholic Encyclopedia

by Linda McCreary

The aroma of frying fish was in
the air as people approached the
Shirley David Hall on Ash
Wednesday.  The fish fry is a
tradition at Christ the King, with
the first dinner held on Ash
Wednesday, and subsequent
Wednesdays throughout Lent.

The number of people in line to
buy dinners was overwhelming!  At

times the line stretched the entire
length of the room.  This writer
personally waited 30 minutes for
her dinner. The good food and
camaraderie  with the  parishioners
and the staff of Christ the King
made it all worthwhile. 

It takes a large number of
people to organize behind the
scenes in order to ensure the
dinners run as smoothly as
possible.  Many thanks to those

who gave up so much of their own
time so that others could enjoy
themselves.

Fathers McDermott, Carey and
Thanh were all present at the
dinner, greeting and talking with
everyone.  (Father Thanh seemed to
enjoy his dinner, but I still want to
know where he got the rice.)

And last, but not least, are the
students from Bishop Kenny High
School who volunteered their time

and talents to help in the kitchen.
Although they earned service hours
required by Bishop Kenny, these
teenagers gave up their free time in
service to the church. For this, they,
as well as everyone who
contributes to the fish fry, are to be
commended.

Thanks again to everyone for
your hard work.  Speaking on
behalf of the parish, we appreciate
all you do!

Annual Lenten Fish Fry

High school teens
volunteer at fish fry

Tony “Z” and Fr. Brian, along
with other volunteers, have

kitchen duty
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“Day of Reflection”
- St. Vincent dePaul Society -

Author Unknown

The Annual “Day of
Reflection” for the Society of St.
Vincent dePaul (S.V.D.P.) was held
on February 20 at Assumption
Catholic Church for the
Jacksonville District.
Representatives from conferences
at Assumption-Jacksonville, The
Cathedral-Basilica-St. Augustine,
St. Catherine-Orange Park, Christ
the King-Arlingrton, St. Edwards-
Starke, St. Johns-Interlachen, St.
Pauls-Beaches, St. Pauls-Riverside,
and St. Patricks.

Christ the King was
represented by Father Bob and
twenty-one members of the parish.

The day started at 8:30 a.m.
with the welcome and opening
prayer by Monsignor Eugene
Kohls, pastor at Assumption;

followed by remarks by
Monsignor Danaher, Spiritual
Director of S.V.D.P. for the Saint
Augustine Diocese. 

Our new Jacksonville District
Council President, Bart O’Leary of
St. Catherines also welcomed the
group and introduced the guest
speaker, Father Bob McDermott.
His address covered the principles
of, and the advances being made to
assist the needy in the diocese. He
also spoke on the need of additional
conferences. The presidents for
each of the nine conferences
represented gave a review of the
activities during the last year.

All attended Mass, celebrated
by Bishop John J. Snyder and the
day concluded with a luncheon in
the Activity Center provided by the
Assumption Conference.

It’s About Oil
by Ron Lynch, (research and
interviews by Elizabeth Lynch)

On April 19th, a Chrism Mass
was celebrated in St. Augustine.  It
took place at the Cathedral and was
attended by many from all around
the diocese.  Over thirty Christ the
King servers rode to the ceremony
on the bus with Father McDermott,
two fifth grade moms, and Coach
Yocum.  They were met by Father
Thanh, Father Carey, Father
Tetlow, Pat Thomas, and Christ the
King School principal Janet
Morton and Junior High teacher,
Mr. Litchkofski.

A large adult choir sang
traditional hymns while over sixty
priests, three hundred servers and
many worshipers from all over the
diocese participated.  The altar was
unadorned as oils were blessed for
use during the coming year.  These
oils will be used in the sacraments
of Confirmation, Baptism, and the
Anointing of the Sick.  Attending
priests  renew their vows and
rededicate their lives here.

The Chrism Mass is celebrated
in St. Augustine in order to bring
the bishop and priests from around
the diocese together.  It represents a
large, extended family for these
religious men and reminds them
that they are supported by many.
Servers are invited to go in order to
reward them for the past year of
service and to encourage them to
consider the priesthood or religious
life.

After Mass, the servers had
lunch at a local McDonalds and
were then taken to the Mission of
Nombre de Dios. They spent the
rest of the afternoon there
exploring and going through the
gift shop.

On the way back to the school
some of the servers made
comments about the trip. “It was a
special Mass to bless oils,” “It was
a long Mass but nice.  I would go
back again”; “The Cathedral is
special and I wanted to see what it
looked like.”  They all seemed to
enjoy the trip and enjoyed the
chance to explore.  

RCIA Candidates become
members of the Catholic Faith

We Welcome the Following New
Members to the Christ the King
Family

Robin Allison
Lucille Beckham
Robert Brekke
Michael Duong
Tiffany Farrall
Lawrence Hope

Zack Keel
Anh Le

Karen Lipsett
Robert Mayotte

Carl J. Mills

J. Doug Mollenhour
Toni Naumann
Louis O’Neal

Mildred Prevost
Dana Ross

Daniel Sanford
Philis Sanford

Tuan Tran
An Vo

Loan Vo
Jennifer Waite

L’Arche Harbor House
10th Annual Softball Game

Core members and assistants of L’Arche Harbor House
enjoy the ball game

submitted by Dolores Bianco

The community of L’Arche
Harbor House extends an
enthusiastic invitation to the
parishioners and priests of Christ
the King Parish to its Fifteenth
Anniversary Celebration which
will be held at the Christ the King
Parish Center on Sunday, June 25
at 3:00 p.m. Bishop John J. Snyder
will be an honored guest. 

The celebration will include a
prayer of gratitude for God’s
fidelity of these years expressed
through the support and concern of
many friends, family and
neighbors. Dottie Klein,
Community Leader, adds: “It is our
hope that many members of Christ
the King parish will come help us
celebrate. We want to express
personally our appreciation for the
many blessings the parish has been
to us over the years.”

In May 1985 Harbor House
opened its first home in response to
a call from parents of adult children
with developmental disabilities

who sought assurance that their son
or daughter, upon surviving them,
would continue to live in a secure
and loving environment. 

Since that time, three other
homes were added to the
community which creates a home
for life for 21 adults with
disabilities. A work/learning
problem, The Rainbow, provides
meaningful and creative
opportunities for personal growth
and development for persons in
need.

Harbor House joined the
International Federation of L’Arche
in November 1992. Its goal is to
create a home environment where
disabled men and women and live-
in assistants form a Christian
community based on the Gospel
ideals of love, mutual friendships,
care and support. The family of
L’Arche Harbor House shares with
respect the details of everyday joy,
struggles, celebrations, and prayer.
For more information, please call
L’Arche Harbor House at 744-
4435.

What is an R.C.I.A. Sponsor?
by Claretta Lamusga

When I first became a sponsor I
thought I was doing it to help
someone else, but I have learned so
much, listening to the Tuesday
evening lectures by Father Carey.  I
have gained new friends and much
love. I have returned to be a
sponsor several times because I
have surely received much more
than I have given.

Would you consider being a
sponsor?

Each candidate must have a
sponsor. It happens each year that
some of the candidates do not know
of anyone to ask, therefore, the
R.C.I.A. team must go searching
for sponsors. 

If possible, a sponsor attends all
Tuesday evening classes with their
candidate. Class time is from 7:30-
9:00 p.m. on Tuesday evenings. A

sponsor’s job is to make the
candidate feel welcome by being
available by phone or in person.
They introduce the candidates to
others at church functions. 

The sponsor is with their
candidate at the Rite of Election
which is held at the Cathedral in St.
Augustine. Even after Easter,
sponsors usually contact the new
church member occasionally to ask
if they have any questions or
concerns.

Being a sponsor is an honor.
Watching the candidate grow and
become more aware of their
spirituality is a wonderful
experience. You are twice blessed
when you bring someone to Christ.

If you want to be a sponsor for
the next R.C.I.A. Class, please call
James Scott at 722-3309. 
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R.C.I.A. Class Receives Letters
Note: These letters from the
children and their teachers were
delivered to RCIA Candidates
before Easter.

From the Students
“Hello. I am 14 years old and in

the 8th grade. I just recently had
confirmation and I am so grateful
for having the opportunity to have
confirmation. I fully feel initiated
and part of the Church. I bet that
you will probably feel the same
way when you receive your
confirmation. You will truly feel a
part of God’s family! Of course you
will probably feel nervous, but
afterwards you will feel wonderful.
I congratulate you with all my heart
in what you are going to achieve!
Remember God will be with you all
the way!.”

“I was recently confirmed. It
was an amazing thing, unlike any
other experience I ever had. I’m
glad you are joining our Church.
Welcome! When you receive the
gifts of the Holy Spirit you really
become a new person. As this
Easter comes I know you are
probably excited. I wish you luck
and hope you feel the same joy I
did.”

“I have recently been
Confirmed and must admit it was
an amazing experience. I am glad
you will experience this same
feeling this Easter. You must be
excited. It takes bravery to do what
you’re doing. I pray for God to
bless you everyday. May the Spirit
be with you always.”

“I am very happy that you are
becoming a Catholic. I received the
sacrament of Confirmation a few
weeks ago. It was a very interesting
time in my life. I hope it is just as,
or more wonderful for you as it was

for me. Hopefully it will be much
more. I will try to remember you in
my prayers. I have a lot to pray
about now a days. Peace and love.”

“It was worth the wait to be
confirmed. I hope you like this
place. Congratulations for
becoming a future member of the
church.”

“During my Confirmation I felt
so good because the Holy Spirit
came into me. The Holy Spirit will
soon  come into you during your
confirmation. I hope you make it
through confirmation because it
makes you feel good that the Holy
Spirit is in you.”

“I would like to say hello, hi!
My name is just like yours. I must
tell you about my confirmation. It
was a wonderful experience. It’s
like you feel something going
through you. And when it was over
I knew exactly what it was. It was
not an adrenalin rush or anything. I
knew it was the Holy Spirit. I’m not
just saying that either. I know it. I
hope you have an experience like
mine.”

“Hello, how are your doing?
I’m feeling great because I just got
confirmed a couple weeks ago.
Once you get confirmed you know
the Holy Spirit is in you and it
makes you feel like a true Catholic.
I encourage you to choose Christ,
and keep Jesus in your life forever!
Congratulations!”

“ I am a part of the Christ the
King church CCD class. I am so
happy that you are becoming a part
of our church. You’ll love it.”

“I hear you want to be a
Catholic. I’m proud of you. You’re
taking a big step for yourself. You
see, I made Baptism, Confirmation,
Eucharist. I know in my heart you
will feel better and closer to God. I

wish I could see you become a
Catholic but I can’t. Just remember
I don’t have to see you become one.
I know you’ll become one, so good
luck and may Christ be with you.
Your fellow Catholic.”

“Confirmation was a wonderful
experience for me and I pray that,
that feeling will be mutual. I hope
that you truly love the Catholic
faith and pray that you will be with
it always. I realize that it must be a
crucial decision and I hope that the
Catholic faith will help you along
in your life and problems.”

“I’m real happy to hear (that
you are going to be Confirmed) and
hope that your life will be a happy
loving life with Jesus Christ in it.
Jesus Christ will be helpful in your
time of confirmation and your life
will be blessed with Christ in it.”

“Jesus and the Holy Spirit will
grant you a ‘ticket into our church’
if you really believe in the church,
the Holy Spirit and yourself.”

“I have just recently had
confirmation and it was a beautiful,
as well as a spiritual, experience. I
felt utterly blessed during this
period as I’m sure you will too.  I
do hope and pray that you
experience the complete and
spiritual happiness Confirmation
has to offer. I also hope that you
complete your journey into the
Catholic faith.”

“I want you to know that I am
very happy to hear this news (of
your confirmation). I know that
once you have been confirmed that
you will be very pleased in life. A
few years ago I received
confirmation and my life has
changed drastically. I hope you will
lead a very happy life after getting
confirmed.”

“I recently just got confirmed
about 2 or 3 weeks ago. This was a
feeling I’ll never forget. I had a
confession a week before and I felt
I got to start over again. I am so
happy that you will soon
experience this feeling.
Congratulation on this. I strongly
encourage you to experience this
wonderful feeling. Never give up.”

From the teachers
“Hi, I’m an assistant teacher

with CCD class, and I was so happy
to see your picture up in the
vestibule of the Church. I also
know your sponsor.”

“I know how much I enjoyed
the RCIA when I went through it
two years ago, and I hope you have
enjoyed it so far, also. This time
before Easter was very special. My
life was forever changed after
joining the Church, and although I
do not know you personally, I’m
sure you will experience positive
changes too. I am always happy to
hear of the many who continue to
join the Church.”

“I know that Jesus smiles down
on you and your family as you
receive this special sacrament. I
have experienced His love and
guidance in His church and I am
sure you will too. Congratulations
on being a part of one holy Catholic
and apostolic Church. God Bless.”

“I am so happy that you are
planning to join the Church. Our
class is praying that you will find
peace and love being a member of
Christ’s Church”

“We have just gone through
Confirmation, and the experience
was terrific. It was very spiritual.
We are so happy that you will feel
as we did real soon. God bless you
and keep you.”

Continued from page 2  Kairos

around three in the afternoon on
Thursday. They arrive at the gate at
six in the morning on Friday and
stay twelve to fourteen hours,
usually leaving at eight in the
evening to spend the night in a local
motel.  Teams are mostly fifty
percent Roman Catholic with the
rest made up of Episcopalians and a
scattering of other mainline
religion s   r e p r e s e n t e d.
Fundamentalist faiths are generally
not involved with the Kairos teams.
This is curious because most of the
participants practice no religion or
are fundamentalists.

A large portion of the inmate
participants are drawn to the
weekend by stories of the cookies,
camaraderie, fellowship, food from
the outside (street food), and the
palonkas or love notes distributed
to all the participants. Each inmate
gets as many cookies as they want.
Individually they receive around
one hundred fifty palonkas.

These are written by families of
the team and students from

Catholic schools (Christ the King
students participated lovingly in
Father McDermott’s last weekend)
and speak of how their prayers are
with the participants. It deeply
affects many of the inmates when
they read of how families and
children sacrifice and pray extra
rosaries and go to extra Masses and
make extra altar visits in the hope
that the Kairos weekend will be
meaningful. Father McDermott
says the entire weekend floats on
these prayers for success.

The team laymen, some of
whom are past inmates, are there to
give their testimonies, work in the
kitchen, wait on tables, and assist
with the weekend. They must have
completed a Cursillo and feel some
affinity for prison ministry. Many
use vacation time, give up time
with their families, and sacrifice
whatever they usually do on
weekends outside to spread Christ’s
love inside the prison.

There are seventeen talks, most
given by the laymen, over the
session and they all fit together as

one long letter that describes how
to become a Christian. The
atmosphere varies from simmering
and intense to relaxed and joyful. 

The session ends on Sunday
with the inmates giving their
testimonies. They are asked three
questions: What was your
spirituality before Kairos? What
did you learn during the Kairos
weekend? What will you do with
what you have learned? Some of
the answers are predictable but
others will move the team members
deeply with their sincerity, honesty,
and directness. Our pastor says
witnessing this transformation of
about half of the participants gives
him a great joy and enthusiasm for
this prison ministry.

The prison authorities are
pleased with the results of Kairos.
Most of the classes and job training
which used to be available in these
institutions are no longer offered.
The warden and security staff
believe these weekends work and
value the effort of the Kairos teams.

Some of the past inmate
participants want to share the

experience again and volunteer to
work sessions as kitchen staff and
table waiters, “cha chas” as Father
McDermott refers to them. These
past participants give up weekend
privileges to work the session.
Many of the participants of the
Kairos weekends become such low
maintenance inmates that the
prison officials are contemplating
Kairos dormitories for them. 

As many would imagine, the
knowledge of Kairos is not
widespread among the
congregations of most parishes.
The idea that many released
inmates join Cursillo groups is
surprising. This ministry is known
to generate trust and create
“families” for sharing faith in
Christ’s love inside the prison and
it helps them to integrate into the
larger environment of the
traditional church groups once they
have been released. Kairos
certainly has a positive effect on
their lives and is one of the few
bright spots in an otherwise grim
existence. 
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MY DAD
by Claretta Lamusga

George Host was a farmer who
lived on a farm in Minnesota. He
was also my dad. I was the eleventh
of twelve children born to my
parents.

Two weeks after my birth, my
dad suffered a heart attack.
Because of this, my memory of him
is a “Mr. Mom” kind of person.

He was very good at playing
this role as he was a gentle, loving
character. He had a great smile and
he frequently noticed bit his lip so
as not to laugh at the antics of his
children when he was trying to be
stern with them or when Mom
meted out punishment. Looking
back, I have the impression he
thought she was a little too hard on
us.

He always felt sorry for my
mom, as she had to oversee and
help my older brothers and sisters
in the field, the barn, the garden,
and the yard.

We all worked together each
year to can  five hundred quarts of

vegetables, fruit, pickles, and even
some meat.

My sister Cathy (who was two
years older) and I started at a very
young age to help my dad with
packing about ten school lunches,
making meals, doing dishes, and
doing light house cleaning. We
were very close to him and went to
him with problems as most
children would go to their mothers.

Dad and Mom always tried to
protect each other. Dad would say
“Don’t bother Mom with that” and
Mom would say “Don’t tell Dad;
remember his heart problem.”

For several years Dad spent
much of his time in a hospital bed
because he needed to be hooked up
to an oxygen tank.  There were no
portable oxygen tanks in those days
as there are today.  He died shortly
after his sixty-eighth birthday.

If by-pass surgery had been
possible then, I wonder how much
better he might have enjoyed his
life. I still miss him even though
I’m sure he is happy in the home of
his “Heavenly Father”. 

A Mom to
Remember, Too

by Tim Dougherty

When you think of your mom,
what do you say to yourself? Do
you say, “Gosh I hate it when she
does that,” or  “She’s the greatest”?
Well, I know my mom does a lot of
things I don’t like, and most of you
might think that’s bad, but every
mom does it because they love
us…all of us. Every child, teen, and
even adults. They just want what
they think is best for us. I mean,
sometimes it annoys us, but in the
end it comes out okay. 

I know my mom has done a lot
of good for me. She’s taken care of
me, given me what I need. She’s
done so much for me and I know
I’ve done too much to her that
wasn’t right. But she still keeps on
caring for me in every way. She
does it the way all moms do …

with unconditional love. No matter
how much wrong I do she will still
love me. I know my mom does. 

I know I need to do better in
caring for her too. All of us teens
should listen to our moms. Give the
“Yes,  ma’am”, or “No, ma’am”,
and be polite. Every mom does
everything they can to take care of
their kids. 

She does it for both you and
me. So wish your mom a happy
Mother’s Day. I already have.

Happy Mother’s Day
Mom!

Tim Dougherty is the son of
Courier writer and photographer
Bill Dougherty.  Tim  is 13  years
old.

Leading Ladies of
the Century

by Pat Setser

Assumption and Christ the
King  Councils of Catholic Women
decided to have a joint venture with
entertainment by noted actress,
Marion Conner Price. Marion has
been performing for many years in
the Jacksonville area. She has been
honored by Theatre Jacksonville
with a Lifetime Achievement
Award and by the Girl Scouts with
a Distinguished Woman Award. 

She entertains audiences with
her original monodramas. On this
February afternoon, she chose to
portray such wonderful women as
Florence Nightingale, Martha
Berry, Sarah Bernhardt, Emily
Post, Helen Keller, Marjorie

Kinnan Rawlings, Marjorie
Stoneman Douglas and Eleanor
Roosevelt. 

We traveled through history
and gained an insight into these
women’s lives and an insight into
their work. It was a wonderful
adventure as Marion changed
clothes and props and accents.

The audience of one hundred
were very appreciative of this
adventure. When the show was
over we enjoyed a light supper of
fruits, cheese and appetizers
prepared by Council members of
both churches. Assumption hosted
this special afternoon and
immediately discussed  having
another joint event next year.

A Mom to
Remember

By Bill Dougherty

I don’t care if you are young or
old, you will always need and
remember your Mother.  How
many life lessons can you recall?
How many things said that you
remember shape the way you live
today?  How many good works
done that you can only hope to live
up to?

Perhaps the one thing I
remember most is the lesson she
taught me about marriage and how
to keep it together, even when the
going gets tough.  It’s just a simple
phrase, but how true and how well
it works.

“Your father is always tolerant
and I never nag.”

Simple, yet effective.  But isn’t
it the simple things that work so
well?  We spend so much of our
time trying to tell people how to
build the watch instead of just
giving them the time.

The other important legacy, the
hard one to live up to, is what my
mother did for others.  I had three
brothers, three sisters and a foster
sister.  I remember when all three
bedrooms upstairs (little bedrooms,
that is) were full.  We used the
living room  for a bedroom, and my
father converted the den into a
bedroom. And even when there
were 11 of us living in the house, if
someone else’s child in the

neighborhood needed a place to
stay, they found it in our home.  

I remember after a fire at
someone’s house, we took in four
children from that family.  We
doubled up in our beds and made
extra room.  They ate with us,
played with us, and were like
family. 

My father would come home
from work and frequently find an
unfamiliar face at the dinner table.
“Who’s that?” he would ask.  “He’s
just having a little trouble at home.
He’ll be staying with us for a few
months,” Mom would reply.  Not
days.  Not weeks.  Months!
Remember tolerant.  That was my
Dad.  

And you wonder how
important a mother is to a family…
consider my parents’ 25th wedding
anniversary. There were 50 people
sleeping in that small house.  Why?
Because Mom was a good listener;
she heard what you said. That’s a
rare feat today. We are  in such a
hurry to do everything that we
rarely take the time to slow down
and listen. So all those people felt
like our Mom was their Mom,
because she took the time to listen.

So this Mother’s Day, take the
time to say thank you to your Mom,
even if she passed away some years
ago.  She’ll still hear you, honest.  I
know mine does.

Happy Mother’s Day - Mom!

Spotlight On CCD

by Lucille Guzzone

The CCD classes have been busy all year accomplishing many goals.

Mrs. O’Connor’s 7th grade class
usually participates in a home
Mass. They are planning one
for the Spring. 

The 4th grade class has a new
teacher. She is Mrs. Tyndall
who previously worked in the
office as Subdeacon Eli
Shami’s assistant. She is
excited about her new
assignment. 

Mrs. Sharpe’s 2nd grade class
received the Sacraments of first
Reconciliation and Holy
Eucharist. _Mrs. Gartland’s
2nd grade class enjoyed their
introductory year in the CCD
program by learning to do
certain jobs such as passing out
stickers (the favorite job) and
distributing crayons as
incentives to their being on
time.

Mrs. Guzzone’s 8th grade class
received the Sacrament of
Confirmation as the highlight
of their study. Ms. Lisa Herda
interned in this class aspiring to
be a CCD teacher herself in the
very near future. 

Mr. Martin’s 6th grade class
discussed stories from the
Bible. Nick loved the one about
Moses hitting the rock causing
water to come out, while Ken
enjoyed Moses parting the Red
Sea. 

Mrs. Peeler’s 5th grade class was
very busy. Willie, Taylor and
Nicole became altar servers.
Members of the class traded
“Holy Trader Cards” and even
sent spiritual cards to Father
McDermott in preparation for
his retreat. 

Mrs. Wheeler’s 3rd grade class
loved writing letters to others
for encouragement and
inspiration. They wrote to the
RCIA class and also to
prisoners at the Union
Correctional Institution
(U.C.I.). Here is an excerpt
from one of the letters to
U.C.I.: “I don’t know if you are
on Death Row or not, but if you
are, I hope you are praying a
lot.”

CCD is a great place to be!
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A Visit to Rome

St. Peter’s at the Vatican

St. John of the Cross in St. John’s
Basilica

The steps that Jesus climbed on his
way to being condemned by Pilate -

the steps were moved to Rome

At St. Paul’s outside the
walls

At St. Paul’s outside the walls

St. Maria Maggiore

by Claretta Lamusga

My daughter, Elaine Hodges,
and I recently had a wonderful visit
to the city of Rome, We also took
some “day trips” to the seaside
cities of Naples and Capri.

We were fortunate to be able to
walk through three of the four
“Holy Doors” that are open each
Jubilee Year for gaining plenary
indulgence. These doors will then
be sealed again for 25 years before
being opened in the next Holy Year
of 2025. The doors we passed
through were in Santa Maria
Maggiore Basilica, Saint John in
the Lateran Basilica, and the
Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the
City Walls. These three churches
were all built in the fourth century
A.D. Unfortunately, we didn’t get

to walk through the fourth door in
beautiful St. Peter’s at the Vatican
because we were there the day that
our Holy Father had held an indoor
“audience” ( due to rain). He spoke
first inside St. Peter’s Basilica and
then in the ‘audience hall’, which is
where we were. After speaking for
about 20 minutes, he gave us the
“Papal Blessing”. St. Peter’s was
closed for a couple of hours
afterwards for cleaning, so we
weren’t able to enter. We did go to
the Vatican Museums where the
beautiful artwork was breathtaking.

One day we rode out to Naples
and Capri. While on the Isle of
Capri, we went into the “Blue
Grotto,” a cave that is half under
water . . . it was an incredible
turquoise water and so beautiful, as
was the whole island!

We traveled the “Apian Way”
to the Catacombs where St.
Sebastian is buried. The guide told
of the wondrous history of the
Christians’ frightening days hiding
underground to practice their faith.
How lazy we modern-day
Christians are, who don’t get to
church on Sunday, though it is just
minutes away and comfortably
warm or cool.

At the “Arch of Constantine,” a
wonderfully sculptured arch, we
learned the Emperor Constantine
ended the persecution of Christians
in Rome, which had gone on for
centuries.

Venice Square is so beautiful.
Venice Place, at the square, was
built to use as a summer home for
the pope and was used during the
15th century.  Michelangelo

designed the marble staircase in the
outdoor gardens.

There are many beautiful
theaters in Rome. Some of them are
still in use today, having been
reconstructed into office buildings
and many of them into apartment
buildings. Most Romans live in
apartments and drive small cars or
motorcycles. The traffic is
indescribable. If there are any
traffic laws, no one seems to abide
by them. Riding along on a tour bus
or taxi was quite a scary thrill. You
really have to see it to believe it!

I find it hard to choose one
favorite event on the trip. My first
would be the visit to the Vatican,
and many events vie for my second
favorite. It was an enjoyable and
spiritual trip, but home always
looks good, too!
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Different Cultures Gather
to Weave Fabric of Faith

Submitted by Pat Edwards

Rogelio Manrique serves on the
local and national teams
introducing the Encuentro 2000
process.

by Julie Greene

Encuentro 2000 serves as the
perfect avenue for bridging the
cultures, languages and ethnicities
that make up the Catholic Church
in the United States, according to
the associate director of religious
education for the Diocese of
Orlando.

“With more than 60 million
Catholics in the United States, we
have the best people of every
nation, of every culture, of every
language, of every race on the
planet,” said Rogelio Manrique,
who serves on both the local and
national teams in charge of
introducing the Encuentro 2000
process.

Celebrating faith and culture

Manrique introduced to more
than 100 laity and clergy of the
many cultures represented in the
diocese what Encuentro 2000 is
and how the process will work to
build bridges between cultures
within parishes in the diocese. This
is the first of many Encuentro 2000
gatherings expected to take place in
the coming year in an effort to help
bring the Encuentro process to
local parishes.

“We celebrate the multi-
cultural expressions of faith in
Jesus through the African-
American liturgies, the devotions to
the Blessed Mother of the Latin
American people, the sense of the
transcendent of our Asian
community, and the respect for God
in nature which is the heritage of

our Native American brothers and
sisters,” he said. “But best of all we
recognize one Lord, one God—
Abba — father of all of us; one
spirit that unites all of us in Christ.”

Manrique recalled how the U.S.
bishops had requested that this
year’s national Encuentro,
translated into English as “an
encounter,” be multi- cultural in
scope as opposed to being strictly
an Hispanic gathering and how the
Encuentro process serves as a tool
for parishes to build bridges
between the cultures that make up
their community.

“In Pope John Paul II’s
exhortation to the bishops at the
Synod of the Americas, he said that
all peoples—Caucasians, blacks,
Hispanics, Asians, Native
Americans and all other ethnic
groups from the church make the
unique complexion of faith and
catholicity in the hemisphere,”
Manrique said.

Through large and small groups
discussions, participants, who were
especially selected because of their
roles of leadership within their
cultural communities, began
sharing their stories of faith and
culture and learned some of the
dynamics needed to help bring the
diverse cultures together.

Nylda Aldarondo, who is
coordinating the diocesan
gatherings, said the workshops will
be conducted in English since that
is the language that unifies all the
cultures in the diocese. Workshops
conducted in parishes may be done
in the native language of the culture
being introduced to the process or
may be done in English on a parish
wide basis.

Sharing stories of faith, culture

During the introductory
experience, which was held at the
Msgr. Bishop Council 2112,
located just behind Catholic
Charities Orlando, members of
various ethnic communities shared
about their faith and culture and
their hopes for the Encuentro
process.

Lisette Preval shared with the
group about her upbringing as a
Catholic in Haiti. 

“In my country there are
different religions but I always felt
happy and grateful for being a
Catholic,” she said. Married for 26
years and mother of two adult
children, Preval and her family
moved to the United States in 1983,
with the help of brothers and
sisters.

“When I first came into
America I lived in the north and I
had in my heart the idea to return to
Haiti,” she recalled. “A few years
later, I moved to Orlando and
started going to St. James to attend
the Haitian Mass. I realized there is
a lot of work to be done. I went to
the priest, Father Joseph, and
offered my help. I feel the work is
very difficult but exciting. It is very
difficult because we don’t have any
way to make the work that has to be
done possible.”

She said she believes the
Encuentro 2000 is an opportunity
for all peoples in the church to
reach out to one another and help
those in need.

“Jesus Christ asks all of us to
put ourselves together and to live
for each other, to share, to help and
that’s what we are going to do,”
Preval said.

Father David Vivero, parochial
vicar at St. Margaret Mary Parish in
Winter Park, and Robert Ansag
shared their experiences as
representatives from the Filipino
community.

Father Vivero shared the
Catholic heritage of his country
whose many schools are usually
run by religious orders. “One of the
influences that brought me to my
vocation is the style of life we have
there,” he said. “We belong to a
Third World and when they talk
about sacrifice it is not so strange to
us, one of main values I would like
to treasure as a Filipino.”

He recalled how his family of
six shared one bathroom. All four
children lived in one room. His
inculturation to America, he said,
began in his native country where
the national newspaper is in
English and the national news is
broadcast in English.

“My greatest fear as I come to
the United States is the fear of
losing my own culture,” he said.
“There is a great tendency for us
that little by little because of our
adaptation to a different culture that
we might change ourselves. I love

my culture. I never realized that
until I came here.”

Benefits of Encuentro

During a lunch which included
dishes from some of the various
ethnic groups represented, several
expressed enthusiasm for the
possibilities that the Encuentro
process could offer.

“I particularly liked the sharing
of the stories,” said Flora Torra, a
Cuban emigréé from St. Margaret
Mary Parish in Winter Park, who
has previously served as a
volunteer with the Mission Office’s
work in the Dominican Republic.
“Usually when I’ve been to
activities like this it’s just with
Hispanics and it’s good to have the
other cultures together.”

Angie Abueg, a member of the
Filipino community at St.
Catherine of Siena Mission in
Kissimmee, agreed. “I like the
gathering of the different
nationalities,” she said.

Ludlow Muir, who’s originally
from Jamaica, said the cultural
diversity of the gathering was
important from an overall church
perspective as well.

“This is what we need in the
church for some understanding and
to come together to form one
body,” Muir said.

Future challenges

“Our faith is sometimes like a
garment — like a coat,” said
Gretchen Demps, coordinator for
the Black Community Ministry.
“But faith needs to be interwoven
into the whole fabric of our lives.
When it becomes more a part of the
fabric of our lives we make a more
conscious effort in how we live our
lives and how we deal with one
another.”

Participants also met by
parishes or neighboring parishes
and explored ways incultural
connections could be improved. 

Some called for an increase in
communication between the
various cultural groups and more
communication with the priests.
Discussion also was raised about
whether bilingual Masses may not
be the best idea because of the lack
of knowledge of the other
languages. “We discussed how in
some cases bilingual Masses have
caused a rift in a parish
community,” Demps said.

Others suggested that more
pastors and more Anglo
participants were needed to make
the Encuentro gatherings more
effective both on a diocesan and
parish basis.

For more information about the
Encuentro 2000 process, contact
the Office of Hispanic Ministry at
407-246-4930.

Mary had a little Lamb,
his fleece was white as snow;

And everywhere that Mary went
The Lamb was sure to go.

He followed her to school each day,
‘Twasn’t even in the rule.

It made the children laugh and play
To have a Lamb at school.

And then the rules all changed one day,
Illegal it became

To bring the Lamb of God to school,
Or even speak His Name.

Every day got worse and worse
And days turned into years.

Instead of hearing children laugh
We heard gunshots and tears.

What must we do to stop the crime
That’s in our schools today?

Let’s let the Lamb come back to school
And teach our kids to pray!

Author unknown
Submitted by Mary Ann Sullivan
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Confirmation 2000
by Lucille Guzzone

Excitement and anticipation
permeated the first floor hallway of
Christ the King School as over 70
candidates and their sponsors
prepared to proceed into the church
for the celebration of the Sacrament
of Confirmation. A combination of
Catholic school eighth graders and
CCD students ranging from eighth
grade to high school sophomores
chatted animatedly with each other
on this bright and sunny Saturday
morning, February 26, just before
11 a.m.

A respectful hush fell over the
group as they entered the crowded
church, Bishop Snyder, along with
Father McDermott, Father Carey,
and Deacon Dave MacNamara,
followed closely. In his usual
congenial manner, the Bishop
greeted many of the congregation
with handshakes and warm smiles
as he walked up the aisle.

Before the anointing with
Chrism, the Bishop presented a
timely homily. He made an analogy
between the Pope’s opening the
doors of Saint Peter’s to a new
millennium to this sacrament’s
opening the doors of a new
beginning in the children’s lives.
He encouraged them to grasp a

special freedom which comes with
maturity and cautioned them to
make intelligent decisions
regarding one’s personal self by not
becoming addicted to the material
things of this world and other
harmful habits. His message was a
personal one, as well, because he
expressed his pleasure with the
letters the candidates sent him
concerning their hobbies, goals,
strengths and weaknesses, as well
as their feelings of excitement and
anticipation of this day.

At the conclusion of the Mass,
Father McDermott thanked all who
were involved with the teaching
and preparation of the class and
invited the congregation to a
delicious luncheon reception in the
parish hall.

The CCD class decided to write
letters to Father McDermott
expressing their feelings about this
holy and eventful experience in
their lives. Here are a few of their
words.

“Through confirmation I will be
spiritually mature and become a
better person.” Chris Recinella

“After Confirmation I shall
continue to carry out my life

service to God.” Lauren Crisp

“After Confirmation I shall be a
better Catholic.” Thomas Fretwell
“Confirmation is a big step.”
Michael Dodds

“Being confirmed means getting
closer to God.” Geronimo Mariano
“I plan to be more involved in the
Lord.” Sherilyn Nazareno

“I haven’t missed CCD class yet
this year.” Josh Peery

“I really want to be confirmed
because I  love Jesus.” Dustin
Daxon

“I want to be confirmed to become
a soldier of God - that’s what my
grandmother calls it.” Sean
Crawford

“I want the Holy Spirit to help me.”
Sophia Alvarez

“God knows how really ready I am
for this.” Jennifer Mullins

“I will be more of a part of the
Catholic Church.” Alex Pappas

“I completed all of my CCD
homework.” Danilo Gomez

“I am planning to keep going to
church and then join LIFE TEEN.”
John Angerson

“I want to be filled with the Holy
Spirit.” Felecia Angerson

“I will continue to read the Bible 
just like we do in class.” Elizabeth
Waller

“My dad is a Catholic, so my sister
and I are following in his
footsteps.” Tara Strauss

“I have a strong faith in our Lord,
Jesus Christ.” Cali Gartland

“I want to be a Catholic for the rest
of my life.” Margaret Backes

(To Father McDermott ) “You do a
good job in church.” Patrick
McGuigan

“Through Confirmation you can be
Christlike and still be cool.” Ashley
Wheeler

CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2000 Annual Ministry’s
Mardi Gras Dance

Pat and Ray Tubel Paul and Hazel Ghiotto

by Carol Ann Black

The busiest, most exciting
project of the MOMS this year was
the 2nd Annual Ministry’s Mardi
Gras Party on March 4. All of those
who attended had a great time, and
those who were in on the planning
and execution of the project are
already cooking up new ideas to
make it a bigger and better party
next year.

Many thanks to the people who
worked so hard – to Patricia Japour,
our very own party planner, to
Trina Steffan who handled
publicity and THE LIGHTS, to
Teresa Little in the Day Care
Center who arranged for many of
the donated door prizes and the
donation of the tickets by John
Futch. Michelle Putala arranged
door prizes. Marilyn Nygard and
Linda Dixon helped out with set
up, take down, and bartending.

Debbie House created our new
artistic Mardi Gras sign boards,
worked all facets of organizing,
and even got her wonderful
husband to parade with the sign and
sell tickets. Judy Koziolek kept us
organized and on track and
provided us with posters, flyers,
etc. 

We had our own Master of
Ceremonies, Father Bob
McDermott, who helped us to give
away more prizes donated by
parishioners and various
businesses. Our DJ was Brett!

MOMS would also like to
extend a big “Thank You!” to the
ministries that helped us out, Pat
Thomas (Stewardship), Pat Setzer
(CKCCW), Bill Damato (KC) and
Donna Simons (former MOMS
Coodinator) just to name a few.
MOMS also wants to thank all of
the businesses who donated to this
years event. Everyone enjoyed the
evening.

Sophia Alvarez
Felicia Angerson
John Angerson
Jevie Asunto
Margaret Backes
Debra Barnhart
Brandi Bergamo
Danielle Boutte
Adam Burnett
Bichat Charleus
Anthony Costanza
Sean Crawford
Lauren Crisp
Molly Crisp
Lauren D’Antoni
Joy Decastro
Adela Devia
Kevin Michael Dodds
Melissa Dodds
Joan Eckstein
Traci Edmonds
Christen Figueroa
Marie Figueroa
Jeffrey Flagg
Thomas Fretwell
David Garancsi
Cali Gartland
Frank Georgallis
Joey Ghanayem
Nicole Golonka
Danilo Gomez
Megan Hendrix
Kimberly Henry
Kristen Henry
Ben Hull
Nicholas James
Amanda Jerreld

Matthew LaDuke
Tracia Lagdaan
Corinne Lightfoot
Matthew Little
Geronimo Mariano
Alena Maroney
Victoria Matzen
Patrick McGuigan
Joseph Merolle
Jennifer Mullins
Sherilyn Nazarino
Alex Pappas
Daniel Pastorini
Josh Peery
Joshua Pittman
Sean Purcell
Eleuterio Ramos
Chris Recinella
James Rein
Dustin Saxon
Gregory Sears
Brittany Shepherd
Cassidi Soule
Christin Steffan
Tara Strauss
Jessica Thompson
Cara Titoni
Raymond Tubel
Elizabeth Waller
Ashley Wheeler
Michelle Willis
Bethany Woerly
Andrew Wood
Adel Yazji
Lynn Zarzoso
Christopher Zimmer
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Reflections -Lenten Memories
compiled by Kathy Nichols

One of the questions asked of
the participants in Christ the King’s
Lenten bible study was, “What are
some of your memories of the
Lenten/Easter season.” It was quite
interesting to hear of all the
traditions that don’t seem to be
done anymore. I don’t have those
types of memories. As far back as I
can remember, things haven’t really
changed. But other people, those
who now have grandchildren and
great grandchildren, had a different
story to tell. Here are some of their
observations.

****

My memories of Lenten past:
My family lived in an area of
Florida where our parish church, St.
Michael’s, was part of the Mission
area in Florida. However, my mom
and dad brought their Lenten
traditions with them from Poland
and from our previous home in
Ohio. Belonging to a mission
church, we did not have Holy
Thursday or Good Friday services,
except for Stations of the Cross
Friday evening. Lunch at our home
had to be finished by noon on Good
Friday, and no food or liquid was to
be consumed from noon until 3:00
p.m. This time was recognized as
the time Jesus hung on the cross.
Work and play ceased at noon,
replaced by prayers and meditation
during that time period.

~Loretta Partain
****

School Girl Memories of Lent:
Attending a convent school, I
vividly remember attending the
Stations of the Cross. The church
was filled with statues and had
many side altars, all of which were

draped in purple. There was an air
of solemnity and reverence as the
students filed into their pews.

The pastor would come into the
sanctuary before beginning the
Stations, and would speak briefly to
us about how we were getting
closer to the most precious time of
the Church year. He would
encourage us to keep our Lenten
resolutions.

I remember as the priest and
altar boys would move from station
to station, how sad and lonely it
must have been for Jesus, and
wished I could have been there to
comfort Him.

At the 14th station, a hush
would fall on the students as Jesus
was placed in the tomb. No words
needed to be said. The void and
silence said it all.

~Author unknown
****

Among the old traditions for
Lent and Good Friday, the one
which left the greatest impression
on me was coming into church on
Good Friday with “everything that
mattered” covered with purple
cloth, the door on the Tabernacle
left open, the Host gone, everything
gone and empty and bare.

It was such a deserted, lonely,
desolate feeling. I remember
feeling the question, “Did we all
make you feel we didn’t need You?
We would 

get along without You?”
It was so quiet, it was as if it all

passed beyond words. Having the
saints and mostly, of course, Jesus
gone spoke volumes, and I miss it.

~Author unknown
****

Most of my Lenten memories
have to do with food. Things were

much stricter. We could only eat
meat once a day through Lent,
except Friday, of course. 

Lent seemed a much more
solemn time. On Good Friday,
there were traditional “tre ore”
(three hours) services from noon to
three o’clock and businesses would
close and most people went to
church during much of that time.
We would have to listen to the
services on radio, which was a
meditation on the seven last words.
My dad would not allow any fun
radio, TV (when we had it) or any
nonsense during those three hours.

Lent used to end on Saturday at
noon. My mother would be baking
her Easter ham from early in the
morning and then at noon we
would dig in like we hadn’t had
anything to eat for 40 days. Also, if
we gave up candy for Lent, we
would gorge on that in the
afternoon, too. We always had
Easter dinner at my dad’s sister,
Mary’s, and we would have
homemade sausage, ham and great
games of cracking eggs to see who
had the strongest.

On Holy Saturday, we would
also put a basket of food together to
take to the church to be blessed. My
mother would have sausage, bread,
eggs, and a lamb-shaped butter in
the basket.

~Author unknown
****

Lent was a lot different when I
was a kid. Then, as now, meat was
not allowed on Friday, but that was
true all year long.

At a certain age, 18 or 21,
fasting was required. You were
allowed one main meal a day, and
two small meals. No eating
anything between meals. I felt
guilty if I ate a lifesaver. Meat was
allowed only at the main meal.
Sunday was an off day. You could
eat all you wanted of anything.

Back then, Lent ended at noon
on Holy Saturday. I was about 18 or
so and had just become a smoker.
Since we normally gave up
something for Lent, I gave up
smoking. I was working in a
grocery store at the time. On Holy
Saturday at noon, I took my lunch
break and went outside and smoked
probably three cigarettes rather
quickly. I came back to work, but
not for long. I got sicker than a dog,
and had to go home. You’d think I
would have given it up for good
then and there.

As little kids we usually gave
up candy, except on Sunday, and
then we made up for the rest of the
week. But it was something.
Sometimes we gave up candy
including Sundays. That together
with our Easter baskets meant we
had “more than enough” on Easter.

On Good Friday, there was a
service from noon to 3:00 p.m. It
was amazing how many people
came and stayed for the whole
three hours.

~Author unknown
****

I remember the power of the
appearance of the church during
the time the veils were placed on all
the crucifixes, crosses, and statues
and then culminating with the
removing of “all that mattered” on
Good Friday. The cross was veiled
and the tabernacle was emptied.
Anyone coming into the church felt
the power of the absence of all
those material things that assist in
our prayer life, reminding us of the
deeper meaning represented by
each crucifix, statue, or picture. 

This “absence” gave an
immediate sense of abandonment
and what it would mean to live in a
world in which there were no cross,
no savior, no hope. The silence that
fell on each person as they entered
the church was a sermon in itself.

~Author unknown

Watching Through The Night
With Our Lord

by Kathy Purtle

This year, Father Bob
McDermott took a step in faith and
added a new dimension to our Holy
Week observances. He resolved to
hold Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament for fourteen hours, from
7 p.m. on Holy Thursday until 9
a.m. on Good Friday, and he
requested that those hours be
covered by volunteers. From the
pulpit, Father Bob issued his
challenge: “Will you watch for one
hour with Jesus?  Watch with Him
and remember the loneliness and
terror which He faced in the
Garden of Gethsemane.”  

Sign-up sheets were placed at
every door to the church, and the
Christ the King parishioners met
Father Bob’s challenge with an
outpouring of volunteers. The
spaces at the scheduled hours were
soon filled. And the people

continued to sign-up, even on Holy
Thursday morning!

There were 152 people who
signed up for 1-2 hours.  These
were joined by others who
“dropped in” rather than choosing a
specific hour and by Life Teen
members, parents, musicians, and
core members.

Thanks so much to all those
who responded to the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit by venturing out at
all hours of the night. You have
truly  demonstrated your great
devotion to Our Lord. God Bless
You All!

Thanks so much...
You have truly
demonstrated your
great devotion to
Our Lord.
God Bless You All!

Mercy Sunday
by Babs Martin

A celebration of God’s divine
mercy was held at the Crucifixion
Shrine at 3:00 p.m. on April 30, the
Sunday after Easter.  Many
gathered to pray the Divine Mercy
Chaplet and Litany and sing hymns
to celebrate God’s divine mercy.

This year was especially joyous
as our Holy Father, John Paul II,
canonized Blessed Faustina at the
3:00 p.m. hour in Rome. In the
Divine Mercy message to Sister
Faustina, Jesus gave a wonderful
promise for souls for the first
Sunday after Easter. (It is
mentioned three times in Sister
Faustina’s diary.) “The soul that
will go to Confession and receive
Holy Communion will obtain
complete forgiveness of sins and

punishment. On that day all the
Divine floodgates through which
graces flow are opened. (#699).”

The Association of Marian
Helpers and others attending
observe Mercy Sunday through the
following:
1) Celebrate the Feast on the first
Sunday after Easter.
2) Sincerely repent of our sins.
3) Place our complete trust in
Jesus.
4) Go to Confession, preferably
before that Sunday.
5) Receive Holy Communion on
that day.
6) Venerate the image of Divine
Mercy.
7) Be merciful to others, through
our actions, words and prayers on
their behalf. 
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Adoration News
by Blanche Iglesias

Ceil Kulas has recently retired
from her job as chairperson for
Thursday. She has faithfully made
sure that someone was covering all
the hours on Thursdays for the last
ten years. Thank you Ceil for a job
well done. Blanche Iglesias is now
the chairperson for Thursday
Adoration.

Kathy Purtle is welcomed as
the new chairperson for daily
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament. Kathy replaces Blanche
Iglesias who has been chairperson
for the last ten years. Kathy has
been very devoted to Adoration.
She has been coming faithfully
twice a week for the last nine years. 

Many people will recall how, in
the beginning she would come into
the chapel on crutches and with a
great deal of effort kneel before the
Blessed Sacrament. Perhaps it was
her devotion to the Blessed
Sacrament that brought about her
healing of multiple sclerosis. The
doctors agreed that it was a
miraculous healing. 

All of us from Christ the King
praise and thank God for it, as
Kathy has many gifts which she has
shared with our parish. She has
been actively involved with Legion
of Mary and also the R.C.I.A.
When asked if she would consider
chairing daily Adoration she
replied: “I would be honored.” That
says a lot about her faith and
commitment.

Blanche says that she realized it
was time to hand over her
responsibility to someone else and
is happy that Kathy was willing to
accept it. “Daily Adoration has
become part of my life and I will
continue to help as needed.
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament is so much God’s work.
It has been very humbling to be
serving in this ministry.”

Daily Adoration and Nocturnal
Adoration on First Friday have
been a real blessing for Christ the
King. Everyone is encouraged to
take part in one or both of them. If
you are free during the day from 9
a.m. till 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday, try spending an hour a week
with the Lord. Many will attest to

the many blessings received. It
becomes addictive. 

If you are not free during the
day we also offer Adoration all
night on First Friday from 6 p.m.
till 6 a.m. on Saturday. The
Nocturnal hours from 10 p.m till 6
a.m. are attended by bands (groups
of people) who rotate each month
so they can change hours each
month. This form of Adoration is
practiced world-wide. Many people
have been doing this for years and
will attest to the power of praying
before the Blessed Sacrament in the
wee small hours of the morning.
You are invited to join them and
share in the blessings received. 

We, at Christ the King, are so
fortunate to have this gift of prayer
at our parish. Pope John Paul II has
encouraged Adoration through
many articles which he has written.
In a letter he wrote to the Bishop of
Liege, Belgium he stated: 

“I urge priests, religious and lay
people to continue and redouble
their efforts to teach the younger
generations the meaning and value
of Eucharistic Adoration and
devotion. How will young people
be able to know the Lord if they are

not introduced to the mystery of
His presence? 

Like the young Samuel, by
learning the words of the prayer of
the heart, they will be closer to the
Lord, who will accompany them in
their spiritual and human growth,
and in the missionary witness
which they must give throughout
their life. All interior life needs
silence and intimacy with Christ in
order to develop.” 

Follow That “Bunny Trail”

Right: Cheryl Snelgrove,
a.k.a. the Easter Bunny
making an unscheduled
early stop for Fr. Carey

The 1999 - 2000 RCIA Team
Back: David Stewart, Alan Purtle, Tom Holton, Center: James Scott, Lyle

Stewart, Tony Zeaiter, Bernie Kunka, Vicki Stewart, Front: Marie
Stewart, Cheryl Snelgrove, Fr. Brian Carey, Joyce Kunka, Mary Rouse

RCIA Sponsors and Team watch as Fr. Brian Carey starts to follow the
“Bunny Trail”

by Kathy Purtle

On Tuesday evening, April
18th, in preparation for the events
of Holy Saturday evening, the
R.C.I.A. candidates and sponsors
rehearsed in the church with Father
Brian Carey along with members
of the R.C.I.A. Team and Bernie
Sans. Following the rehearsal,
Father Carey was escorted to the
Gathering Area, where he was
greeted by the Easter Bunny (a.k.a.
Cheryl Snelgrove), who made an
early stop for our R.C.I.A. Director.

This year, the annual “Easter
present for Father Carey” was both

very special and bitter-sweet. This
was the last R.C.I.A. group to be
taught by Father Carey, since he
will be retiring from these duties at
the end of this session, which
concludes at Pentecost.

We at Christ the King Parish
owe a debt of gratitude to Father
Brian Carey for all the time he
spent and the knowledge he
imparted to the various R.C.I.A.
groups throughout the last seven
years. Although  we will replace
him, how can we ever  fill his
shoes? Thank you, Father  Carey,
from the bottom of our hearts! 
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Christ the King parishioners celebrate St. Patrick’s Day
It may have been two days after

St. Patrick’s Day, but no one would
have noticed if they had been part
of the St. Patrick’s Day luncheon
held at the Christ the King Parish
Hall on Sunday, March 19.

Several hundred parishioners
partook of Irish fare that included
corned beef, cabbage, boiled
potatoes, cookies and cake.
Everything was green except the
beer, but you have to have little
gold somewhere.

Father Bob McDermott gave
the blessing, and a little history
about St. Patrick, too. We learned
this Saint was not Irish, but British.
He was born Patricus in Britain but
died an Irishman by the name of
Patrick. As a teen, he was
kidnapped and taken to Ireland and
was enslaved by the local warlord.
Patrick escaped from his captors
and returned home. He studied for
the priesthood with the main
purpose of returning to Ireland to
mission to his captors. He firmly
believed that his was God’s plan for
him, and who could doubt him.
After years of missionary work,

both the Irish people and the
Catholic church viewed him as the
Bishop of Ireland.

Father Bob was quick to tell the
story of how Patrick used to teach
the Holy Trinity using a shamrock.
Whether fable or fiction, there is no
doubt that Saint Patrick’s influence
on the Catholic church is still felt
today. And you can tell the
connection the Irish have with
Saint Patrick, especially in the
songs performed by Irish vocalist,
“Sean.” After getting his picture
taken, he asked, “Are you sure you
got my good side.” His proud Irish
accent was only overshadowed by
the twinkle in his eyes. When asked
what his last name was, he said he
only had one name, and everyone
knew him as “Sean.” (Maybe if he
looked in the pot of gold at the end
of the rainbow, he might find his
last name there.)

So parishioners of Christ the
King were all Irish for a day;
singing, eating, and sharing the
blessings of Saint Patrick and Our
Lord, Jesus Christ.

(left) Sister Therese says so long to Deana Simons who’s on her
way from the St. Patrick’s Day party to a friend’s birthday
party. (right) Sissy Keegan got some help from Jean Sell in

making this year’s event such a success.

Sean shows off his “good” side during
his performance in the Parish Hall.

Father Bob McDermott and Sissy Keegan
share a moment and a little green, too.

Mmmm... it looks so good! Parishioners pick up plates of corned
beef, cabbage, boiled potatoes and a roll as they pass through the

“chow line.”

Parishioners feast on a meal fit for the Irish, and on this day,
everyone claimed to have a “wee” bit of the Irish in them.

Photos and Story by Bill Dougherty
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An Incredible Journey
by Ann Semper

My journey as a Catholic began
when I was born. My early
memories of being raised in a
Catholic family are many - going to
church on Sundays and holy days,
praying the rosary together as a
family, praying before meals,
preparing our hearts for Lent. I
received my First Holy
Communion, was confirmed and
attended a Catholic school from
kindergarten through high school.
My parents have always been
excellent Catholic role models for
my brothers, sister and me. 

As an adult, I have been
fortunate to receive and experience
many blessings through the church.
I have been a sponsor for RCIA
candidates, attended various
retreats and Bible studies which
have all enhanced my faith and
added to my sense of community in
the church. 

Last Fall, when my daughter,
Jennifer, began high school, I
encouraged her to attend a Life
Teen retreat weekend, promising
that if she did not like it, I would
not push anymore. What began as a
weekend retreat for her, has
evolved into an incredible journey
of faith for both of us. Not only did
she experience the love of Jesus
Christ on the weekend, she has
continued her journey, and brought
me along on the same incredible
ride.

Life Teen is a Catholic high
school ministry, which brings teens
closer to Christ through the
Eucharist. The Life Teen program
here at Christ the King is a joint
ministry with the parishes of
Assumption, Holy Spirit,
Resurrection and Christ the King.  

As a teenager, I never
experienced what our teens today
are able to experience through Life
Teen. Our teens are able to
participate in every aspect of the
Mass, from music, to the offering;
from preparing the altar for
Eucharist, to being Eucharistic
Ministers. 

After Mass, the teens attend
Life Night, to learn the teachings of
our Catholic faith through
interaction with others and are able
to share their experiences with one
another. In addition to Life Night,
the teens are invited to participate
in Bible studies, discussion nights,
weekend retreats, and “Just for
Fun” nights.

Since Jennifer has been
involved in Life Teen, I have been
witness to her defending her faith
to others in a way that I, as a
teenager would never have dared to
do. Jennifer is a very caring person
with a big heart, and Life Teen has

only boosted her love for the Lord
and others. At Bishop Kenny, she
attends Mass in the chapel,
participates in a prayer circle and
has joined a new ministry at school
called CIA – Christians in Action.

Life Teen has an incredible
Core Team of adults who give so
much of their time to these
teenagers. They plan and
participate with the teens in the
Mass, Life Nights and retreats.  In
addition to the Core Team, a group
of “Life Goes On” teens who, upon
graduation from high school have
dedicated themselves to continue
their journey and encourage those
teens still in high school. 

A group of musicians and
singers, “Music for Life” are an
integral part of the spiritual journey
of Life Teen.  Music is a gift from
God, and Music for Life shares
their incredible gift with all of us. I
find myself always praying for
these teams; they are such an

integral part of this ministry and
they give so unselfishly of
themselves.

Parents for Life is a group of
adults who have dedicated
themselves to prayer and service
for our teens. As part of Parents for
Life, I have been able to share time
with my daughter and other teens in
the program. You do not have to be
a parent or have a teen involved in
Life Teen to be a member of
Parents for Life. 

Our teens are the future of the
Church and we, as the members of
the Body of Christ have a
responsibility to continue the work
of Jesus Christ in our community,
and what better way than to share
ourselves than with our teens.

If you have never experienced a
Life Teen Mass, I invite you to join
us on Sundays at 5PM. If you
cannot attend, I invite you to pray
for the success of Life Teen – the
power of prayer is awesome – and
God is listening!

Teens at Life Teens ‘Dive into Life’ retreat at Camp Cherry Lake in Madison Fl.

Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

Our Lifesaver
by Mary Ann Sullivan

A solemn procession of  Father
Bob McDermott, accompanied by
Father Brian and Father Neil was
the start to the celebration of the
Lord’s Passion at three o’clock on
Good Friday. The church with its
covered crucifix, and stripped altar
greeted the many celebrants,
making us more aware of this very
special day.

Scripture readings began to
center our thoughts around why we
were here in church on this
beautiful Friday afternoon. After
the reading of the Passion, Father
Bob McDermott then spoke briefly
of a childhood friend, Joe Ferro,
who still vividly recalls being
rescued by his playmates from
drowning in a frozen lake. Joe’s
playmates became his “lifesavers”.
Father then continued to explain
how Christ came down on earth to
become our lifesaver. Can we
recall vividly the moment that

Christ became our Lifesaver? The
purpose of this Good Friday
service was for us to focus, really
focus, on Him and all He has done
for us.

While we contemplated
Father’s words, he proceeded to
carry in the large crucifix, stopping
along the way as the choir sang,
“Jesus Remember Me.” At the foot
of the altar Father Bob then stood,
supporting the crucifix, as one by
one the congregation paid
reverence to the crucifix and (aided
by Mr. Ray Hauck) kissed the feet
of our Lord, our Lifesaver.
Communion was then distributed.

As we left the church in
silence, to go about our daily
routine, what would we remember
about the service and this Good
Friday? What would our lives be
without Christ doing what He did
for us? Will we keep Him vividly
in our thoughts? Will we remember
always that Jesus is the Lifesaver,
the Savior of our souls?

F.Y.I.

The Lenten Season
Lenten information reprinted from
the Catholic Source Book, edited
by Rev. Peter Klein, Brown ROA
Publishing Media, p. 299.
submitted by Mickey Kenny

Lenten Season
A penitential season of six

Sundays and forty weekdays that
prepares for the high feast of
Easter, beginning on Ash
Wednesday and ending with the
evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
on Holy Thursday (not Holy
Saturday noon, as formerly).

Lenten Veil
Once upon a time it was the

tradition to cover all crucifixes,
statues, and pictures in purple cloth
from two Sundays before Easter
until Good Friday.  Those were the
days when the fifth Sunday of
Lent, one week before Palm
Sunday, was called “Passion
Sunday” (or Judica Sunday after
the first word of the Introit, “Judge
me, O Lord...” from Psalm 43).
The veiling referred to the closing
words of the Sunday’s Gospel
(John 8:46-59), “They took up
stones, therefore, to cast at him.

But Jesus hid himself and went out
of the Temple.”  The Lenten veil
also expressed the sorrow of the
Church at this time.  As a matter of
fact, the Roman Missal still says, in
a note on Saturday of the fourth
week of Lent, that this tradition
may be observed, keeping the
veiling until the beginning of the
Vigil.  Also, the unveiling of the
cross prior to veneration on Good
Friday is still an optional part of
the liturgy.

The Triduum
Celebrates the heart of

Christian faith, to which all leads
and from which all flows:  Jesus’
redemptive death and resurrection;
related to the Church year as
Sunday is to each week.

Begins with – the evening
Mass of the Lord’s supper

Continues through – Good
Friday and Holy Saturday,

Culminates in – the Easter
Vigil, and

Concludes with – Evening
Prayer of Easter Sunday.

(Easter Sunday is both the final
hours of the Triduum and the first
hours of The Great Fifty Days.)
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“Dive Into Life”

by Robert Riker, Retreat Director

Well, the Life Teen’s Spring
2000 Retreat, “Dive Into Life” is
complete. The retreat was based off
the song “Dive” by Stephen Curtis
Chapman, a popular Christian
Artist. As the retreat director I was
responsible for planning and
directing the retreat, and I must say
it has been both a learning and
growing experience for me. After
several months planning, the retreat
was upon us.

Leading and directing the
retreat meant assuming a different
role for me. I understood the
different positions I would be in,
though I was unsure how they
would affect me during the
weekend. 

I was not involved in any of the
small group discussions,  where the
teens open up  most  and,  therefore,
did not see how deeply the teens
were going. I kept noticing  little
things that were not going as
planned, though they were little
imperfections. These two things
had me thinking throughout the
weekend that the retreat was failing
and I was disappointing the teens.

Saturday afternoon, I saw some
signs that things might be going
better. Saturday afternoon, during
the “Diving In” session, we had a
commitment ceremony to represent

the teens taking the dive. The teens
walked through PVC piping in the
shape of a door frame with water
coming  from the top causing a
steady  sheet of water. 

The teens walked through two
at a time, a friend by their side.
When they reached the other side
they were greeted by Fr Thanh,
myself, and the teens who had
already walked through. 

After most of the teens walked
through, I noticed one in tears, still
on the other side, not yet having
walked through. She understood
that once she walked through the
water there would be no going back
to her “normal life”, she understood
she would be walking with God,
and she was hesitant to let go of her
fears and fully trust in God. 

I became elated inside,
completely excited for her, and
prayed that God would give her the
courage to take this huge step in her
life. She walked through with her
friend by her side, and the biggest
smile must have appeared on my
face. This particular young lady
grew leaps and bounds by saying
“Yes” to God. It was a very
powerful moment for her, and for
me as well.

Saturday evening we had
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament. I was hoping to feel
some sense of peace with the
retreat by this point, but I didn’t. I

still felt the retreat was a failure and
the teens were not getting anything
out of it, even though I had watched
a teen give her life over to God. 

When Adoration began, all I
could do was look at Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament and think how
disappointed He was with me for
the retreat not being successful. I
noticed I was crying, and I asked
God for a sign of His satisfaction.
In a minute Nancy Powers came
over to me and put her arms around
me. I put my head in her arms and
started sobbing, not even realizing
that God was giving me this hug,
through Nancy. I even missed
seeing the teens lying in a prostrate
position before the Blessed
Sacrament, too caught up in my
own emotional disaster.

Then came Sunday. We wanted
to give the teens a powerful
experience, one they would
remember for a long time. Since it
was Lent we decided to have a foot
washing service. Fr Thanh started
by lighting a candle and having me
hold it, washing my foot, and then
kissing my foot. 

He then looked me in the eyes
and said, “Robert, you are my
friend, and I will walk with you
through the grace of God.” Fr
Thanh then went and washed the
feet of half the Core Team, and I
did the same for the other half. I
washed their feet, kissed their feet,

and repeated the same words Fr
Thanh had spoken to me. It was in
this act that I humbled myself a
little in order to grow a lot more. 

For the first time during the
retreat, I took on a little humility,
and did so willingly. I only wish I
had done this sooner! The rewards
God allowed me to reap were
incredible. 

As I washed the feet of those I
care so much for, I felt the love of
Christ through my hands and lips,
and I felt the humility He endured
for us within my heart. It was a
feeling I did not want to let go of. 

When I was finished washing
the last Core Member’s  feet, I
watched as the Core Member
washed and kissed the feet of the
teen next to him, and repeated the
same words. That teen then washed
and kissed the feet of the teen next
to him, and the same words were
repeated. This continued until
everyone’s feet had been washed.

After all the teens’ feet had
been washed, Fr Thanh and myself
washed the feet of the musicians,
who had been singing during the
washing of feet. The musicians
stopped singing while their feet
were being washed, and the other
teens started singing for them. 

After the musicians feet had
been washed,   one teen from each

L-R: Jerry Sullivan, Justin Trull, Lucy Haddad, Michael Lehman, Kelly Bello, Ryan Ghioto, J.T. Smith, and Al Miller

Life Teen’s Spring

The teens wash the feet of Fr. Thanh

Kelly Bello and
Lauren Thies “Dive In”

at commitment
ceremony



May, 2000 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 19

2000 Retreat

Mary Ann Sullivan Robert Riker, Angela Christain
and Jessica Frykberg

Teens at Mass after “Dive into Life” Retreat
small group washed Fr Thanh’s
feet. This session was more
powerful then I had ever expected.
It was a lesson in humility and
service, and I could not have been
prouder of the teens. My heart was
overflowing with joy as I realized
just how special these teens really
are!

On the way back to Christ the
King, I was talking to Alicia
Villotti, one of the Core Members
who rode down to Camp Cherry
Lake earlier with me to help set up
for the retreat. I was still
questioning how effective the
retreat was. She spoke highly of the
retreat and assured me it was as
successful as I had  prayed it would
be. 

But it was only at the Mass
celebrated upon our return that I
was overcome with a peaceful
feeling about the retreat. After
receiving Jesus in the Eucharist, I
was overcome with a  sense of
peace, a sense of accomplishment,
and a sense of satisfaction with the
retreat. Only in the Eucharist did
Jesus tell me how pleased He was
with the way things had gone.

I have seen the effects of the
retreat and am quite happy with the
way things turned out. While
everything may not have gone the
way I had planned and prepared

for, they went exactly the way God
had planned. 

As with anything I do that is
successful, I couldn’t have done it
without the help of others. I would
like to thank the Leadership Team:
Jennifer Balaguer, Jaime Willis,
Carley Wood, Katie Grabowski,
Linda Janke, and Laura Holtz, who
were at my side during the planning
and facilitating of the retreat. 

I would also like to thank the
Core Team for their constant
support; Music for Life for their
endless supply of EXCELLENT
music; Parents for Life for their
endless supply of GREAT food and
support, and all parishes involved
with Life Teen: Christ the King,
Resurrection, Holy Spirit, and
Assumption for their prayers and
support.

I lovingly thank the teens in
attendance for opening themselves
up to God’s will for them and for
allowing Him to work His miracles
through, and in, them; my mother,
Susan, for tolerating my stresses
and constant absences during the
planning; Fr Thanh for giving his
weekend, prayers, and involvement
to the retreat; and Nancy Powers
for her timeless devotion,
dedication, and service to this
program and for her guidance,
support, and time to help make this
retreat “splashingly” successful!

Women of the Bible

Peggy Mills, Jane Meade (below) and others from near and far
attended the presentation of “Women of the Bible”

by Pat Setser

The Christ the King Council of
Catholic Women invited the Parish
to attend the covered dish dinner
and presentation of “Women of the
Bible” on Thursday, March 23. 

The food was abundant and the
fellowship was very special.  The
numbers were almost double the
reservations even though there
were several other events taking
place at the same time. A
Jacksonville Jaguars’ mother, and
mother-in-law of the person who
portrayed Eve, in this production
came from Arizona to see the
presentation for the first time.

This dramatic portrayal of
twelve characters from the Old and
New Testaments has now been
performed at Christ the King on
three different occasions. The
original drama was written by Meta
Stanley and has been performed
since 1986.  

From Eve in the book of
Genesis to Priscilla in the book of
Acts, the story unfolds as each one
gives a personal account of her
experiences as they relate to the
promised Messiah.  The evening
ended with each of us taking to
heart the words of the “Women of
the Bible”.

by Carol Ann Black

When the Core Team for the
Ministry of Mother’s Sharing
meets again, it will have lost two
faithful members.

Michelle Putala has been our
Telephone Committee Coordinator
and  spark plug. There is nothing
she wouldn’t tackle for our
MOMS, and lucky the parish in the
Chicago area where Michelle and
her family will take up residence. 

Trina Steffan, as Coordinator of
Marketing and Publicity, has
handled publicity for all of our
activities – from creation and
placement of posters to news

articles for the Courier.
Fortunately, she will still be with us
in our activities at Christ the King.

MOMS will round out the
season with a covered dish supper
on May 15 at 6:30 p.m. in the
Shirley David Hall. We are inviting
all the MOMS who have
participated in our program over
the years to come to MOMS
Reunion 2000. We are asking each
of them to invite a friend who has
yet to do the eight week session,
which is the foundation of our
ministry. We plan on having a guest
speaker to round out our evening of
prayer, fellowship, and good food.
We hope to see you at our MOMS
Reunion.

Hey, What’s Happening
in MOMS?
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Our Good Friday Observance
by Mickey Kenny

Tre Ore (Latin: “Three Hours”)
Refers to Christ’s three hours on
the cross, and to the noon to three
Good Friday service.  It was
traditionally a series of homilies on
the seven last words, along with
song, silence, and stations.
Eucharist was allowed to follow it,
“presanctified,” because it came
from Holy Thursday’s
consecration.  Hence this service
came by the title “Mass of the Pre-
Sanctified,” although it remains the
only day of the year without a
celebration of the Eucharist (“The
Eucharist has died”). Catholic
Source Book,edited by Rev. Peter
Klein, Brown ROA Publishing
Media, p. 300.

Father Neil Carr, S.J., gave the
Meditations on The Seven Last
Words of Christ beginning at 1
p.m. on Good Friday.  Each Word,
“Prayer from the Cross,” began
with a musical presentation, then
the reading of scripture containing
the Word itself, followed by Father
Carr’s words for meditation on the
Word, a prayer read by the
congregation, and ending with a
hymn sung by the congregation.

The first three Words are
addressed to and concern the
people of this world, and like the
intercessory prayers of the Mass
they move from the most
encompassing to the most personal
concerns.  

The First Word is taken from
Luke 23:34, “Father, forgive them,

for they do not know what they are
doing.” From the cross Jesus could
see the Temple in Jerusalem.  This
was the only place where sacrifices
could be made to God; there were
temples all over where services
were held, the word taught, and
prayers offered; but only in the
Temple here in Jerusalem were
sacrifices to be offered, and Jesus
knew He was there to be the
fulfillment of the promises of God,
to be the ultimate sacrifice, and first
He prayed for all of sinful mankind
as He willingly became their
sacrifice.

The Second Word is found in
Luke 23:43, “Amen I say to thee,
this day thou shalt be with me in
paradise.”  This was addressed to
the thief crucified with Him and is
the purest statement of hope for all
sinful mankind addressed in the
First Word: repentance, confession,
and faith will lead us to life eternal.
This man — because of his sorrow
and faith — having led a bad life,
now hears from the mouth of Jesus
what each of us long to hear.

The Third Word is found in
John 19:26-27, “Woman, behold
thy son ... Behold thy Mother.” Of
course, Jesus was making sure
there would be someone special to
care for His mother; but in a larger
sense there is the gift to us of Mary
as our mother.

Having taken care of all His
earthly ties, Jesus now turns solely
to His Father; the remaining
prayers – or sermons –  from the
cross show us the importance and
correctness of our prayerful
conversations with our Father.  In
the first paragraph of Bishop Fulton

J. Sheen’s book, The Seven Last
Words, it says:

The first three words from the
pulpit of the Cross were addressed
to the three predilections of God:
enemies, sinners, and saints.  The
next two words, the fourth and the
fifth, betray the sufferings of the
God-man on the Cross.  The fourth
word symbolizes the sufferings of
man abandoned by God; the fifth
word the sufferings of God
abandoned by man.

The Fourth Word is Matthew
27:46, “Eli, Eli, Lama
Sabachthani.”  “My God, My God,
Why hast Thou forsaken me?”  As
we meditate on the fourth word we
see the physical pain and suffering
of Jesus but feel also His spiritual
pain and suffering as He sees and
feels the absence of all those people
who should be there: Where are the
blind people whose sight was
restored, the lame and sick who
were restored to health, all those
who wanted so much to love Jesus;
where are they?  

Jesus knows all that He is
doing but He must wonder in the
human part of Him if we will ever
know.  He gives us a lesson of the
inevitability of suffering, of
enduring our suffering, of the
dignity of suffering, and the
knowledge that there must be some
merit or value in suffering itself and
of the reflection of His suffering in
our suffering.

In the Fifth Word, “I thirst,”
John 19:8, reveals the many thirsts
of Jesus from the literal, physical
thirst, to His thirst for the souls of

all men to know and understand
His Father.  At this time a litany
was read of “thirsts” we as
Christians should have followed
with the response, “Jesus, help me
to thirst.”

The Sixth Word, “Father, into
your hands I commend my spirit,”
Luke 23:46, is perhaps the greatest
instruction of all.  If we could learn
and respond to all the lessons of the
cross, we could live each hour of
our lives with our spirit in God’s
hand, His control, His purpose. And
the Seventh Word, “It is
consummated,” John 19:30.

The prayer repeated after each
of the Seven Last Words came from
a more and more humble heart after
each repetition:

Lord God, whose only Son,
Jesus Christ was crucified for us!
Humbly, but with great confidence
we ask You to be merciful to all here
gathered around His Cross, and to
all those for whom we wish to pray,
especially for those in the state of
sin.  Grant us the grace to know
You, to love You, and to be truly
sorry that till now we have known
and loved You so little.  We ask this
through Your crucified Son, Jesus
Christ.  Amen.

Father Carr expressed great
appreciation of Bernie Sans for his
work in the presentation of this
service, the music and its selection,
and his gratitude to the Teen Angels
Handbell Choir, the Adult Choir,
and those soloists from the Adult
Choir each of whom made the
service a beautiful time of
meditation and worship.

by Isabelle Fusco

With all the pressures of life
falling on you, the fathers of our
children, do you sometimes feel
like giving up? What we need in
today’s world is the knowledge of
the truth.

The Lord has given awesome
responsibilities to fathers. They are
the main bread winners and have to
solve all the problems of family
life, as well as having many other
responsibilities, like the “honey-
do” list that awaits their attention
after a hard day at work. Pretty
soon discouragement rears its ugly
head, and they ask themselves
“Why is this happening to me?
What can I do? How can I get out
of this situation?” 

There is help for you. How do
you feel about talking over your
problems with other men? Believe
it or not, you are not alone. There
are answers in prayer and perhaps a
little help from your male
counterparts who may have already
been successful in conquering

some of the problems you may be
going through.  

Meeting with others to discuss
problems is a great way to find
possible solutions. That person
could be your neighbor or the guy
who sits behind you at Mass. (Yes,
the guy with the kids climbing all
over the place!)

Men can also look to St.
Joseph. Who could be a better role
model than he? St. Joseph was
faithful, humble, and a man of
prayer who took care of Mary and
her son, Jesus. I’m sure he had his
share of problems too, but he never
lost hope or patience. He always
found a way to support the Holy
Family.

“The Brothers of St. Joseph”
ministry would like to help.  Let us
know how you feel about
beginning this ministry at CTK.
Call Al Martin at 744-4302 and
leave your name and phone number
so we can set up a meeting in the
near future. 

May God richly bless you and
your family. 

Now is the Time
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‘Stop and Smell
the Roses’

Arthur Meunier and Danny Meunier have worked
many hours fixing up various areas of our parish

by Cynthia Surles

If you haven’t visited the Parish
Hall/Cafeteria in recent months,
you’re in for a pleasant surprise
when you do.  It has a whole new
facelift. The white area from floor
to four feet up is fiberglass, almost
indestructible. The doors have been
painted black and have brass
kickplates.

The brown on the large wall at
the front is textured wallpaper.
Although the wallpaper was hung
and some of the painting was done
by a separate group of volunteers,
Arthur Meunier and his son Danny
have done most of the other work.  

They started in November and
have worked about three-six hour
days a week. The hall is looking
fabulous! From top to bottom
they’ve given the room a new look.
Even the vents have been
thoroughly cleaned.

Spring is definitely in the air.
Ever since the renovation of the
school has started, people have
begun to notice that the other
buildings needed refurbishing.  As
Mr. Meunier explained to me, a
parish of this size requires a lot of
maintenance to keep it looking
good.  And everything is definitely
looking good. Because we’re
human, we sometimes take our
church and grounds for granted.

But not at anymore at Christ the
King. Father Bob McDermott put a
plan into action. He turned to the
parishioners and asked for their
help. The scouts have taken an
interest in helping to renovate the
bathrooms in the Shirley David
Hall. They have been painting and
putting in new fixtures and stalls.

Father Bob McDermott is very
proud of the response to his plea.
The people of the parish are giving
our buildings and grounds a
new...groomed look. They are
taking pride in their church and
school. They want it to look its
“Sunday Best!”

He spoke with the CKCCW and
they want to renovate the Ladies
bathroom in the church. This room
is often called the “Bride’s Room”
as it is used for women to change
into their gowns for weddings.
Steps are being taken to clean-up
and redecorate. Soon it will have a
new and improved look with new
carpeting, paint, sinks and fixtures.

Take a good look in the chapel.
Father Bob found a deal he
couldn’t pass up . . .free pews for
the chapel. Thanks to St.
Catherine’s generosity and some
very hard work by Henry Nguyen,
Al Martin, Arthur and Daniel
Meunier, we now have a new look
in the Sacred Heart Chapel. 

Not only are we redecorating to
give the place a fresh new look, but
some are using cleaning rags and
good old fashioned elbow grease to
give the old a new shine. A group
of volunteer moms went into the
chapel before Easter and cleaned
the place from top to bottom and
over the spring break, Mike and
Patty Maroney stripped and waxed
the Parish Hall. When the
construction people moved their
materials from our parking lot, Kim
Do was seen giving it a good sweep
so people wouldn’t have anymore
flat tires from nails and debris. He
was also seen giving the grounds a
good manicure and clean-up with
some new equipment that made it
easier and faster.

The next time you’re on the
parish grounds, look around you . .
. take the time to ‘stop and smell
the roses’! Incidently, we have
those too, at the back door of the
church/chapel (on the Larkin Road
side). 

Or if you always go in that
door, check out the beautiful
grounds and landscaping on the
other side.  When was the last time
you visited the Grotto? Your time,
talent and treasure helps to
maintain the church and school.
Stop for a moment and enjoy it.

Christ the King School Celebrates

The Jaguars!

L-R: Arron Morency, Steven Gardner, John Warren, Kaley Fannin,
Tyler Ingles, Tanner Crews and Patrick Considine

L-R: Michael Simons, Art Ludwing, Joey Robinson, Amanda
Nichols, Carla Ludwig, Ashley Putala, Allison Lynch, Jamarie

Porter, Rachael Motel and Katyla Smith
by Kathy Nichols

It was playoff time for the NFL.
The Jaguars were showing their
true colors! The black-and-teal
were on top of the world! Because
Jacksonville qualified for the
playoffs, the city announced that
Friday, January 14, would be an
official “Support Your Jaguars
Day!”

All the city was to wear the
teams colors to work, decorate
houses, use car decals ... whatever
they wanted that showed support
for our team. Christ the King
supported this idea and allowed the
kids to wear while at school,
Jaguars jerseys, jackets, hats, hair

accessories, etc. And our kids went
all out. 

With all that support,
Jacksonville proceeded to beat
Miami by a whopping 62-7 that
Saturday!!! There was no stopping
us now! Or so we thought. 

The next weekend, the Jags
were to play Tennessee. Therefore,
January 21 was again made an
official Jaguars day, and Christ the
King again wore their Jaguars attire
to school. However, Jacksonville
lost 33 - 14. 

Despite the loss, the support
didn’t wane. Fans crowded the
airport to welcome the Jaguars
back home again, with the thought
that Superbowl 2000 was only a
year away! 

Dan and his goat

Has anyone ‘gotten your goat’, lately? Just smile and make someone
else’s day more pleasant. Dan Scanlan on his son’s school field trip

to Chinaberry Farms
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Easter Vigil provided a time of renewal for
Father Brian Carey, con-

celebrating the Easter Vigil Mass
with Christ the King Pastor, Father
Bob McDermott, began the service
outside. A six-foot-tall, ornately-
adorned, white Easter candle was
lit and Father Thanh Nguyen
carried the candle into the
“gathering area.” There
parishioners began lighting their
candles, a symbol of the light Jesus
Christ brought into the world.

The opening procession, led by
Father Thanh, entered a darkened,
quiet church, but the entire room
was quickly lit up by the hundreds
of candles flickering with the
power of the Holy Spirit and the
great church was as bright as day.

The readings during the Mass
were uplifting, from the beginning
when God described how he
created the heavens and earth, to
the trials and triumphs of Our Lord,

Jesus Christ. It was even more
amazing because God’s word was
not only shared in English, but also
in Vietnamese. In addition to the
superb performances of the Bernie
Sans and the Christ the King Adult
Choir, the Vietnamese Choir
touched the hearts of all with their
eloquent voices and spirit-filled
renditions.

Father Carey, in his homily,
spoke of the importance of God’s
word, of the light we brought into
the church, the light was given by
Jesus Christ and which was in our
hearts and minds, and how that
light would lead us to eternal
salvation. He also told the
parishioners how this light must be
shared with all and tonight, this
light, and all of us, would welcome
new members into the Church.

After a year of study and
prayer, 23 people completed their

Rite of Christian Initiation for
Adults (RCIA) and were
confirmed, or baptized and
confirmed, into the Catholic
Church. Father Carey and Father
Thanh baptized the new members
with specially blessed water, and
then Father Carey anointed each of
the candidates with oil and
confirmed them into the Holy
Catholic Church. This was soon
followed by a standing ovation as
parishioners welcomed the new
Catholics.

If there could be a sad part to
such a happy occasion, it was when
Father McDermott announced that
this would be Father Carey’s last
year of guiding the RCIA program.
He has worked with RCIA
candidates at Christ the King for
the past 10 years and more than 200
candidates became new members
of the faith. Father Carey also

received a standing ovation for his
years of service, his love of Our
Lord, and for guiding so many
people who found their way back to
the Church.

Following the Liturgy of the
Eucharist, everyone was invited to
the Parish Hall for a reception to
congratulate the candidates. There
was lots of food, cake, drinks, and
some amazing gifts for the new
Catholics. One of the candidates
was so thrilled with his new Bible
that he opened it and shared some
passages with his sponsor.

It was a night of renewal for so
many people. A night to renew your
faith with God. A night to renew
your baptism. A night to renew
friendships. A night which renewed
the heart and gave hope that one
day we will all be together in
Heaven.

Amen.

(left) Altar servers lead the opening
procession into the Christ the King
during the Easter Vigil Mass. (right)
Parishioners light their candles using
the Easter candle’s flame

(left) Kim Loan Thi Vo is baptized
with Holy water by Father Thanh
during the Easter Vigil at Christ the
King Church as her sponsor, Mgoc
Bich Thi Vu, looks on. (right) Father
Carey annoints Robert Brekke with oil
as he is confirmed into the Catholic
faith.
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Christ the King parishioners, RCIA candidates

Lyle Stewart and Mr. Chow read names of the RCIA candidates to
be baptized or baptized and confirmed

RCIA candidaates pray with Father Carey as they hold their
baptizmal candles

Father McDermott, Father Carey, and Father Thanh give praise to God during the
Liturgy of the Eucharist

Bernie Sans (sitting at organ), leads the Christ the King
Adult Choir during the Easter Vigil

Parishioners extend blessing upon RCIA candidates accepted into
the Chruch

Daniel Sanford points out something special to his
wife, Philis, about her Confirmation gift

Father Thanh, Seminarian Dung Bui, and Sister
Lucie Thai enjoy the reception following the Easter

Vigil Mass at Christ the King

(left) Lawrence Hope shows his
sponsor, David Stewart, a

passage in the bible. (right)
Parishioners feast on a variety of
different foods at the reception

in the Parish Hall
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MY RELIGIOUS
MEDAL

by Ben Waters

It took me about three months
to do all the pages in the Religious
Qualification’s book, but I had fun
doing it with my mom. I learned
about how Jesus wants me to help
others and more about my family
and church.

At the ceremony in St.
Augustine, I felt like I
accomplished doing good things
for others and it made me feel like
I wanted to do more, especially for
the handicapped. The Bishop also
made the day special. It was great!
My medal is a special gift.

All you scouts should do the
same. 

SCOUTS EARN
RELIGIOUS MEDALS

by Belinda Waters

Congratulations to the Girl,
Cub, and Boy Scouts who earned
religious medals April 9. Bishop
Snyder presented over 200
religious medals to the scouts from
the Diocese of Saint Augustine at
The Cathedral Basilica.

The Cadette Girl Scouts earned
The Marian Medal. The recipients
from Christ the King included
Sarah Harrington, Molly Crisp,
Tara Crisp and Alena Maroney.

From the Cub Scouts Pack 5,
Steven Gardner, Scott Jeffas, Drew

Koenig, Kyle Longenecker,
Stephen Matazen, Michael
Mayotte, James Mollenhour and
Bradley Sadd earned The Light of
Christ.

Webelo Scout Ben Waters
earned Parvuli Dei.

Two Boy Scouts from Christ
the King earned Ad Altare Dei.

We are very proud of these
individuals and hope to see more
scouts next year. Start working
towards a religious medal today. If
you are interested in working
towards one of these medals,
contact Donna Baker, 641-0698. 

SCOUT ADVANCES TO
“EAGLE”

by Staff Writer

The Rank of Eagle Scout is the
highest award presented to a boy in
the Boy Scouting program.
According to Boy Scout
headquarters in Irving Texas, only
four percent of Scouts go on to
become an Eagle Scout. 

On March 28, Patrick Sullivan
officially became one of those elite
Scouts. Patrick, a junior at Bishop
Kenny, was presented with his
Eagle pin and badge at First
Christian Church at the Beach. He
has been a member of Troop 184
for a number of years. His Eagle

Service project consisted of
successfully planning, organizing
and implementing the re-striping of
the Christ the King parking lot,
which was completed last
November.

Congratulations Patrick!

Cadette Girl Scout Silver Award
by Patty Maroney
Leader, Cadette Troop 188

The Cadette Girl Scout Silver
Award is the highest award that can
be earned as a Cadette Girl Scout.
This award is a recognition of the
many and varied efforts in girl
scouting and in the community.  It
also spotlights their commitment
to use their time and talents as they
develop skills that will help them
improve the lives of others.

There are five requirements to
earn the Silver Award: 1) earn three
interest project patches that relate
to the project they will do for the
Silver Award; 2) earn the “From
Dreams to Reality” patch; 3) earn
the Cadette Girl Scout Leadership
Award; 4) earn the Cadette Girl
Scout Challenge; and 5) design and
carry out a girl scout Silver Award
project.

Cadette Troop 188 has done
just that.  For two years they have
been fulfilling all the requirements
for the Silver Award and on Friday,

April 14 they started their Silver
Award Project.

Since the troop has been using
the Christ the King Parish and
Shirley David Halls for about six
years, we thought it only  right to
give back to their Parish.  Since the
Parish Hall is looking great, we
decided to take the renovation of
the rest rooms in the Shirley David
Hall as our project.  The girls will
prime, paint, take out the old sinks
and put in new sinks with cabinets.
They will put in new ceiling tiles
and new exhaust fans.  They will
replace the soap dispensers with
new ones and put in new floor base
molding.  They will also replace
the mirrors.  We have two fathers,
Mike Maroney and George Crisp,
who have offered to help us with
the plumbing.

Thanks to Cadette Troop 188 -
Molly Crisp, Alena Maroney,
Kirsten Herndon, Julie Herndon,
Tara Crisp and Sarah Harrington.

In a few weeks, come and take
a look at the new and refurbished
bathrooms. 

20th Annual
Bishop’s Scout Recognition Award

by Patty Maroney
Leader, Cadette Troop 188

On April 9, 2000, four Cadette
girl scouts and one Junior girl scout
received their Catholic Scouting
Awards at the 20th Annual Diocese
of St. Augustine Bishop’s Scout
Recognition Ceremony.

The “Marian Medal” was
received by Molly Crisp, Tara
Crisp, Sarah Harrington and Alena
Maroney from Cadette Troop 188.
The Marian Medal program is
designed to enable the girls to
“proclaim the greatness of the
Lord,” through involvement in
understanding Mary as the model
of openness and spirituality - a

woman of the Church - and
developing a Christian spirit of
hope and faith.  The girls worked
and studied for two years to earn
this medal.

The “I Live My Faith Medal”
was received by Amanda Maroney
in Junior Troop 941.  This award is
designed to enable the child to
become more aware of the place
that God and religion have in daily
life, developing responsibility as a
member of the parish and a
participating citizen in the
community.

Congratulations to all the boys
and girls at Christ the King Church
who received their Catholic
Scouting Medal! 
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Pack 5 Cub Scouts’ Events
by Wanda Klima

SCOUT SUNDAY was on
February 13. Cub, Boy, and Girl
Scouts held their annual Scout
Sunday Mass at 8:30 a.m. Father
McDermott recognized the boys
and girls who had earned their
Religious Medals with patches and
certificates. On April 8, the boys
and girls attended a ceremony at
the Cathedral in St. Augustine
where Bishop Snyder presented
them with their Religious Medals.

THE CIVIL WAR RE-
ENACTMENT IN OLUSTEE,
FLA. was on February 18, 19, and
20. Pack 5 Cub Scouts attended this
annual event. Some boys camped
the weekend and some came on
Saturday for the day.

When you walked into the
Encampment, you felt as if you had
gone back in time. The whole area
was set up like a city during the
Civil War  with men, women, and
children dressed in full Civil War
attire. The Re-enactment included
the firing of real cannons, an
infantry with live horses, and
pyrotechnics creating the illusion
of cannon balls blowing  trees out
of the ground.

There was a “Belt Loop
Midway” where the Scouts could
earn up to five Belt Loops by
participating in certain activities.

The Olustee Civil War Re-
enactment is held at the same time
each year and is well worth the trip,
even if you are not a Scout. But
don’t ask Cubmaster, Mike Klima,
to be your guide...he will have you
hiking in the woods for hours
before realizing he is lost!

THE ANNUAL BLUE &
GOLD BANQUET was on
Sunday, February 27, in the Parish
Hall. The banquet was a covered
dish dinner with decorated tables,
skits, leader awards and
recognition, and thanks to those
who had helped Pack 5 throughout
the past year. Also, parents
contributed a total of $400 to the
“Investment in Character
Campaign.” The money will go
toward maintenance and
improvements at the North Florida
District’s camping facilities.

THE PINEWOOD DERBY
CAR RACES were held on
Saturday, March 25, in the
Kingdome at Christ the King
School. There were many cars with
different designs proving the hard
work the boys (and dads) put into
building their racing machines.
There was even a Swiss cheese and
a banana car!

The Cub Scouts sell popcorn
every year and with this year’s hard
earned proceeds, Pack 5 was able
to buy a much needed new four-
lane Pinewood Derby Track and an
electronic Finish Line Timer.

This year’s winners of the Pack
5 Pinewood Derby Car Races were:

Tigers: 1st Place - Jason
Mollenhour, 2nd Place - Bobby
Yarborough, and 3rd Place -
Jonathan Randall;

Wolves: 1st Place - Trevor
Gibbs, 2nd Place - Ryan Pollett,
and 3rd Place - Scott Jeffas;

Bears: 1st Place - Michael
Smith, 2nd Place - Andy Klima
(banana car!), and 3rd Place -
Jimmy Mollenhour;

Webelos: 1st Place - John
Nelesen and 2nd Place - Ben
Waters.

The winners earned the chance
to compete at the North Florida
Council, Shawnee District races on
Saturday, April 1.

CAMPING FOOLS! On
November 12, 13 and 14, 1999, the
Scouts held their first Catholic
Camporee on the church grounds.
Cub, Boy, and Girl Scouts camped
on the baseball field, as well as
Coach Yocum in his camper, and
the younger girls (Daisy and
Brownie Troops) camped inside the
Kingdome.

On Saturday, there were crafts,
games, and a station called “Time
with Father” where the children
were encouraged to ask questions
of Father Carey and some of the
seminarians. The Scouts also
participated in a service project by
collecting food from nearby
neighborhoods and donated their
collections to the St. Vincent de
Paul Society. The Scouts then
attended 5:00 p.m. Mass with their
families and afterward were treated
to a spaghetti dinner in the
Kingdome. Later there were skits
and songs on the baseball field.

On Sunday morning, there was
a “Rosary March” before packing
up to leave. 

Family Camping was held at
Camp Echocotee on January 21, 22
and 23. There was an Arrow of
Light Ceremony for Timothy
Gagnon and Philip Seidenstricker.
The Arrow of Light is the highest
achievement a Cub Scout can earn
before graduating to Boy Scouts.
The ceremony included an Indian
dance team consisting of boys
ranging from six to eighteen years
of age.

Another Camporee was held
on February 11, 12 and 13, again
on the church grounds and baseball
field. This time it was an Indian
theme which included Indian crafts
and games. 

On Saturday, an Indian woman
brought her Native American tools,
cooking utensils, weapons, etc.,
and showed the children how they
were used. The Scouts participated
in a service project to clean up the
church and school grounds. A full
truck load of trash was hauled off
the grounds. 

That evening, there was a chili
cook-off with hot dogs and dessert.
After dinner, Father McDermott
joined the Scouts for an evening of
skits and campfire stories. Even
though the temperature dipped
below freezing that night, Father
McDermott joined the overnight
campers and everyone awoke the
following morning to a blanket of
frost on the ground, resembling
snow. Needless to say, Father
McDermott and the Scouts earned
their Polar Bear and Winter
Camping patches for “weathering”
the camp. 

Parents check Pinewood Derby cars
L-R: Fred Gardner, Patrick Nolen and Doug Mollenhour

Den Leaders L-R: Pat O’Rourke (Webelos), Christina Adam
(Tiger), Frank Stephens (Bear), and Fred Gardner (Wolves)

“Teamwork”
Family Camping

by Belinda Waters

Our annual Family Camping
Trip in January was a great success.
With the biggest turnout of scouts
and their family members in the
history of Pack 5, everyone
enjoyed themselves. The theme
“Teamwork” proved itself to teach
the Pack to work together, as well
as to develop some useful skills. 

Lance Simons planned great
activities for the scouts and their
families. They participated in the
Nuclear Core relay, ski relay,
stretcher carry and compass game.
The highlight of the day was the
“Tug of War!” 

Great weather, great food and
great company topped off the
whole weekend. Come join the fun!

Thanksgiving on
Holy Thursday

by Staff Writer

The celebration of Jesus’ Last
Supper this Holy Thursday
enlightened some of the mystery of
the Eucharist we share.  The holy
sacrifice that Jesus suffered is what
we take part in, some every week,
others every day, and it deserves all
the sacrifice, recognition and
celebration we can give as part of
His body.

The first reading spoke of
God’s mandate of the Passover
meal, celebrated still to remember
the Hebrews’ deliverance from
slavery into freedom.  This
foreshadows the new covenant, in
which we are delivered from
slavery to sin to abundant life in
Jesus.

The second reading was about
Jesus washing the disciples’ feet.
Father McDermott explained this
quite well: on their way to supper,
the disciples argued about whom
was greater among them.  It was in

Jesus later washing the dirt from
each disciple’s feet that revealed
that He loves us all the same, and
so we should do the same, not
seeking power over others.

In his first letter to the
Corinthians, Saint Paul explained
what the Lord did on the night of
His Last Supper: He instituted what
we now know as the Eucharist.
The bread is his body.  The wine is
his blood and the new covenant
with us for our salvation.  

The definition of Eucharist is
thanksgiving.  Jesus, the Christ,
gave this sacrament of love and
union with Him and each other as
His body.  According to the
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy,
Christ is consumed, the mind filled
with grace, and a pledge of future
glory given to us each time we
celebrate mass.

In receiving Jesus this night, as
always, there is a transformation
within us, for we receive what is
eternal, holy, and we are forever
thankful.
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Includes base’s 60th birthday, Scout’s 90th birthday

NAS Jacksonville hosting Armed Forces Day/Scout Blast 2000
NAS JACKSONVILLE - It’s an
anniversary year for the Navy and
Scouts as they celebrate Armed
Forces Day/Scout Blast 2000 on
Saturday, May 20.

Reaching it’s 20th year, Armed
Forces Day/Scout blast includes a
two-night campout for area Boy
Scouts and Cub Scouts, as well as a
base “open house” for the local
Jacksonville community. This year
also happens to be the 60th
birthday commemorating the
commissioning of NAS
Jacksonville in 1940, and the 90th
anniversary of Scouting.

To honor this triple-anniversary
event, the Navy, the North Florida
Council of Boy Scouts of America,
and a volunteer community
business, have added exciting new
activities, including a parade at
9:45 a.m. The parade includes the
NAS Jacksonville color guard, the
NAS Jacksonville Fire Department,
as well as scouts from the various

North Florida counties. The parade
route runs from the Cub Scout
camping area on Yorktown Avenue
to Patrol Squadron Thirty’s aircraft
hanger flight line where opening
ceremonies will be held at 10 a.m.

Military and civilian aircraft
displays will line the tarmac in
front of the hangar, and some of
Jacksonville’s most notable sports
and television mascots like the
Jaguars’ Jaxson De Ville, the Suns’
Southpaw, and WB 17’s Michigan
J. Frog, will be on hand. The Lizard
Kings and Tomcats will have areas
set up to demonstrate hockey and
football skills. Other exciting
events include:

- Aerial demonstrations by a F/18-
Hornet, SH-60F Seahawk, S-3
Viking, and P-3C Orion.
- Sally Corp animatronics
demonstation
- Remote controlled car racing
(watch for the special sports/TV

mascot race at 1 p.m.)
- A civilian aircraft performing a
“banner snatch”
- JEA Bucket truck rides
- Navy Band Jacksonville featuring
the Navy Rock Band “Pride”
- Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office Swat
team demonstration
- Rock Climbing
- Pinewood Derby
- Nearly 200 booths with Scouting
exhibits and more inside and
outside the hanger

For more information, go to the
Internet at www.nasjax.navy.mil
and click on “Armed Forces
Day/Scout Blast.”

Gates open to the public at 9
a.m. on May 20 and the event runs
until 4 p.m. NO COOLERS,
PLEASE. Bring your lawn chairs,
cameras, and excitement and have a
blast ... a SCOUT BLAST.

Story and photos by
Bill Dougherty

(top) A commemorative badge will be given to Scouts who camp out
at NAS Jacksonville. (above-right) Registration for the Pinewood
Derby is 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. on May 20, and the races take place
from 1-2 p.m. (center-left) The Navy’s SH-60F Seahawk helicopter
will be one of several aircraft performing aerial demonstrations.
(below-left) The Sally Corporation’s animatronic displays are a
favorite of children of all ages. (below right) Who wants to be a pilot?
You can get your chance to sit in the cockpit of a real jet at Armed
Forces Day/Scout Blast 2000.



May, 2000 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 27

Catholic Schools Week - Essay Winners!

Charity

by Colleen Doherty
4th Grade  ~ 1st Place Winner
Teacher: Mrs. McKnight 4A

Charity is one of the most
important things in the world.
Charity is important because it
helps poor people get what they
need. For example, lots of people
need food, clothes, and shelter.

Some people in the world are
cruel and don’t care about those in
need and just think of themselves
and don’t give at least a penny for
charity.

Of course, the people in the
world who care participate in
charity programs and help those in
need of caring. If enough people
can give lots of money for charity,
lots of lives can be changed. One
day, the whole world will be a
better place because of the charity
money given to the needy people in
the world who will have what they
need to live.

Students can bring food and
clothes for charity programs at their
local church. If you do something
for charity, God will bless you for
helping those in need.

Anybody can change
someone’s life with charity, all you
need is love from your heart, and
love from your soul.

I am writing about patience

by Brandon Wall

5th Grade ~ 1st Place Winner
Teacher: Ms. McGovern

I am going to be patient with
God. He can’t answer your prayers
as fast as you want Him to. You
have to be patient with God and
love Him. God is patient with you
and everybody else, even if you

believe it or not, He is. God is
patient with you. Be patient with
Him whether in prayers or
forgiveness.

You should be patient with your
family. If it is something you want
from a family member and they
can’t get it for another month, you
have to be patient because you
can’t get everything you want right
away. Or, if a family member is
going through something sad, give
them time to get over it. Or if they
can’t get you something you want
for your birthday. So be patient
with your family.

You should be patient with your
life because you can’t have
everything you want to have
happen in your life come right
away. You have to be patient with
picking your job. With having a kid
or to get through school. You have
to be patient to achieve the goal you
are looking forward to. Or with
being what you want to be.

Helping Others to do 
What is Right

by Michael Winter

7th Grade ~ 1st Place Winner
Teacher: Ms. Maassen  7-B

I have chosen to write about
helping others do what is right.
This is one of the spiritual works of
mercy.

The spiritual works of mercy
were given to us by Jesus as a way
of gaining grace.

Helping others do what is right
teaches them to do things God’s
way. I can help others, especially
my two younger brothers, do what
is right by always being a good
example to them. I can be an
example to them at home, by not
talking back to my mom and doing
my chores without complaining.
When playing soccer or hockey, I

can be an example to my brothers
and teammates by showing good
sportsmanship at all times. As the
oldest in the family, I should be a
good role model–one that God
would be proud of.

I can also be a good example to
my classmates at school by being
courteous to them and to the
teachers, being on time for school,
having all my homework complete,
volunteer to assist my classmates
and teachers when my help is
needed. This is what God would
want me to do.

It is God’s will that we should
always strive to do what He wants.
The many graces gained from
helping others do what is right will
put one on the road to reaching
eternal happiness with God.

Spiritual Works of Mercy

byAdela Devia

8th Grade ~ 2nd Place Winner
Teacher: Mr. Litchkofski 8A

Have you ever needed advice or
longed for forgiveness? Why do
you think we desire these things?
Human nature? Right? Wrong!
Spiritually, everybody needs
happiness. No matter what beliefs,
theories, or superstitions one might
have towards God, we were created
hungry. Hungry for counsel, love,
acceptance, and forgiveness.

Guidance is a description of the
Spiritual Works of Mercy. God
says, “Give advice to those who
need it,” but how can we as
Catholics do this? The best way is
to talk to those who we trust, the
best person being God. God the
Father knows all the answers.
Helping people solve problems is
another way to give advice. If a
friend is having trouble with
something, help her. Doing good
for others is another way to find
advice for yourself, too.

God also teaches us to “Forgive
injuries.” Human souls are always
searching for happiness.
Spiritually, forgiveness makes you
a happy and complete person.
(When you forgive it makes you
happy and happiness is what makes
people complete.)

You can practice forgiveness by
brushing off a nice comment
someone makes, or by praying for
your enemies. One of the best ways
to receive forgiveness is to go to
confession. After confession, you
are left with the best feeling inside.
God’s forgiveness makes life a
whole lot better, and we can do the
same by practicing this special
work.

These two works of mercy are
key to having a good relationship
with God. They help us follow the
Catholic faith better and make you
spiritually a humble person. These
works fill the gaps of hunger and,
keep us on track to eternal
happiness. So remember–whether 

you’re Catholic or Atheist, we
are all going in the same direction,
working for the same thing. The
works just get us there faster.

Comfort Those Who Suffer

by Josalin Saffer

6th Grade ~ Honorable Mention
Teacher: Mr. Oehmann - 6A

It is important to comfort those
who suffer, especially your elders.
Just by a simple visit or a card you
could put a smile on their face and
brighten their day. Older people
especially are the ones who
appreciate your company the most.
They may become lonely or
suffering and it is very important
that you comfort them with your
love and appreciation towards them

Teach Those Who 
Need to Learn

by Anonymous
By teaching those who need to

learn, you are following the
examples of Jesus. Jesus taught
many people and inspired them
greatly. He opened their hearts and
filled it with His love. By teaching
others, we can do as Jesus did and
teach others about His great works
of mercy and compassion.

No Title

by Marie Figueroa

8th Grade ~ 3rd Place Winner
Teacher: Mrs. Cooney 8B

To do something good and with
all the goodness of your heart as an
intention, is storing your richness in
heaven. Have you ever done
something that pleases others or
makes you feel good? Well, if
you’ve at least done something for
others, you have committed an
action of the Spiritual Works of
Mercy.

Forgiving injuries is one of the
spiritual works of mercy. Believe it
or not, it is one of the hardest to
follow. To forgive injuries is to
completely accept the hurt one has
put on to you. It is to also accept
forgiveness from your enemies and
not carry a grudge against them.

To comfort those who suffer is
the greatest help you can give a
lonely person. Meaning also to give
advice and comforting words to
those who have experienced a
sorrowful moment in their life. You
can comfort a friend by talking to
them about their problem.

By helping others through
Catholic ways is also helping you.
To forgive injuries helps you in
your social life. And to comfort
others do a great deal in your own
problems. Doing these spiritual
works brings us closer together as
humans, closer to God.

Essay winners L-R: Michael Winter, Brandon Wall and
Colleen Doherty
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Catholic Schools
Week 2000

Treasure Island

by Belinda Waters

We had a fun-filled, packed
week at Christ the King School.
Activities ranged from guest
speakers, fun treats, dress out days
and a pizza blast to end it all. Sue
Pastorini did a great job in
organizing and running a
successful week. She was thanked
by receiving the Volunteer of the

Year award and greatly deserving
of it.

I know the students and
teachers would like to thank
everyone who helped put this week
together. Sue is already planning
out next year’s activities. I know
the faculty is gearing up for the
Volleyball Challenge. “We’re
gonna get them next year!”

Fun, Fun, Fun

by  Kathy Nichols & Cynthia
Surles

“Yo, ho, ho, and a bottle of rum!”

The evening  of Thursday,
March 23, 2000, arrived with
pirates, Pigaloos and pasta. Christ
the King’s fifth grade students
presented “Treasure Island” to the
delight of everyone who came.

The buffet meal catered by
Carrabba’s Italian Grill consisted
of Caesar Salad, Chicken Marsala,
Pasta, also known as Penne, a
selection of delicious melt in your
mouth bread, frosted cake and iced
tea.

After dinner, Christ the King’s
fifth grade students presented
“Treasure Island” by Robert Louis
Stevensen - a tale of pirates, a lost
treasure, a map and a young boy
who gets involved in all of it.

The students did an excellent
job acting, singing, dancing and
working the stage and spotlights.
They obviously had a good time, as
did the audience.

There was plenty of action as
the play moved through three
different acts and scenes.  The
costumes and the set designs

helped set the tone for each scene,
from the Admiral Benbow Inn in
Act One to the Pirates’ Cove in Act
Three.

If you aren’t familiar with
Treasure Island you may be
wondering what Pigaloos are?
They were the native tribe that
intercepted the pirates in Act Three.
They spoke in a strange language
that only one “pirate”could
interpret, and he explained that he
was able to do so because it was the
same language they used in class
when they didn’t want their
teachers to understand them! The
Pigaloos then sang a lively
rendition of “We Are the Pigaloo
Tribe”.

William Joost portrayed an
excellent Long John Silver,
prosthetic leg and all!  All the
pirates, townspeople, dancers, and
Pigaloo Tribes people had the
packed audience at the “theatre”
quite captivated.

This affair was under the
direction of Rocky DiGeorgio, the
Music Director and Theresa Little
the Event Coordinator. Many adults
were also involved with props,
costumes, and organization.

We can’t wait ‘til next year for
another night of great food,
entertainment and fun.

Cast members of Treasure Island

Father Thanh with 2A

Christ the King Angels of the week

compiled by Linda McCreary

The official “kick-off” for the
week of celebration was the 8:30
a.m. Mass on Sunday, January 30.
The lectors and gift bearers were
students, and the Catholic Schools
Week (CSW) banner was unveiled.

On Monday, students were
permitted to wear tee-shirts with
dress pants, as well as sneakers
with school colored laces. The
Knights of Columbus were with the
students for lunch and provided
free sodas. Each class had a
speaker from the community who
talked about their lives and
occupations. 

On Tuesday the teachers
dressed as students and the students
as teachers. An honorary 8th grader
was school principal and a 7th
grader was vice principal. Free
chips were given at lunch by Mrs.
Morton, Mrs. Wnuk and Father
Carey. Limericks, poems, stories,
pictures and letters by students
were displayed outside of
classrooms, describing how much
their class means to them. A poster
from each class was done depicting
which corporal work of mercy they,
as a class, will fulfill during this
spring. These posters were
collected and displayed in the
gathering area of the church for all
parishioners to see.

To show respect for our nation
and to thank God for the gift of
freedom, on Wednesday, students
were asked to wear something red,
white and blue.  Free ice cream
cups were given at lunch by the

Christ the King Council of Catholic
Women.  The “Trauma One”
helicopter from Shands
Jacksonville landed in the ball field
around 1:00 p.m. Pam Taylor, R.N.,
from Shands Jacksonville
Emergency Room presented a
special safety program. The
children were also able to spend
time with the flight crew looking at
and talking about the helicopter.

CSW tee-shirts with sneakers
and dress jeans were seen on
Thursday. The students also created
and wore crazy hats decorated in
the CSW theme. The Second
Annual Faculty/Student Volleyball
Game was held with Dan Hicken,
the sportscaster from Channel 12 as
referee.

On Friday, February 4, it was
National Teacher Appreciation
Day. Regular uniforms were worn
for Mass, and parents were invited
to attend the mass. An assembly
was held and each teacher named
one student “Angel of the Week”.
Winners were announced from the
essay and coloring contest, as well
as the bridge building contest
winner. The Volunteer Award
recipient was  announced.  Raffle
prizes were given away.  At lunch,
it was early dismissal for students,
and the teachers were treated to a
special luncheon by the Room
Mothers.

The Catholic Schools Week
celebration came to a close that
evening, with a family pizza party.
Everyone was treated to music by a
DJ, games, prizes, “The Big
Raffle”, soda and loads of pizza.



by Frank Becht, assisted by Alick
and Del Hardie

One Monday in May 1999,
Betty Becht, a volunteer at the
rectory, received a call from Pat
Thomas that she had two new
parishioners in her office.  The
couple was from South Africa and
was interested in joining a  Faith
Sharing Small Group.

Betty arrived in Pat’s office to
meet Alick and Delwyn Hardie of
Durban, South Africa, a large town
on the East Coast of Africa and
very similar to Jacksonville. It turns
out that Alick and Del, a very
delightful couple, know their
religion quite well and are
becoming very active in the parish.

Alick and Del were born in
South Africa, as were their parents.
Alick had grandparents on either
side during the Anglo-Boer War of
1900 and Del’s family were
farmers in Natal since 1840.
Durban is a town about the size of
Jacksonville, warmer in the winter,
cooler in the summer, but a lot
more humid. It’s climate is
influenced by the warm sea, which
never gets cooler than 70 degrees.

Durban is the busiest port in
Africa. Going inland from Durban,
the land quickly rises to an altitude
of 4,000 feet at the foot of the
Drakensberg mountains. These
mountains rise to 12,000 feet, so
the climate gets a lot cooler inland,
with snow four or fives times a year
on the mountains, and about every
five years on the plains below.

Like most couples with
children, Del ran the house and
cared for the children; Alick was a
civil engineer. As the kids got a bit
older, Del had time to run a second
hand furniture store and a screen
printing business. As a structural
engineer, Alick designed multi-
story buildings and bridges by day
and was a furniture mover by night.

The couple have a married
daughter and two grandchildren,
who are still in Johannesburg; a
married daughter and two
granddaughters live in Vence, near
Nice, France; and a son and
daughter-in-law live in London.

Alick and Del have done some
sailing in the Mediterranean. Alick

gave up engineering when he
turned 50 and they sold their
properties in South Africa, bought a
43 foot yacht in Turkey and ran a
charter business for six years. The
yacht had four double cabins so
they could take up to six guests on
sailing trips along the southern
coast of Turkey, which is fabulous
for cruising. It is relatively
unspoiled and the nightly
anchorages vary from bustling
ports  like Marmaris, to large bays
accessible only by sea, with ancient
ruins to isolated coves big enough
for only one yacht.

It was an exciting part of their
lives, but spiritually very difficult
for the six months of the year spent
there. There were few Catholic
churches in Turkey, except in the
large centers, but none along the
south coast. Although there are
about 60 million people, only
15,000 are Christian. 

So when possible, they sailed
across to Greece for Mass but often
they would just sit in a quiet
anchorage and read the Mass to
themselves from their missal. With
lots of spare time, they almost
completed reading the Bible from
beginning to end. 

When in South Africa they tried
to make up for their absences by
participating fully in the church
program, also facilitating a small
group and taking on small projects,
like analyzing a parish
questionnaire. 

Work-wise they marketed their
Turkish Charters, advertising,
giving slide shows to various
groups and generally drumming up
business for the coming season.
Moving every six months between
hemispheres they had six years of
continuous summer.

Alick and Del attended Our
Lady of Fatima in Durban North,
where their girls attended the
convent school next door to their
church. Their son, Roger, went to a
Christian Brothers College until the
tenth grade, then changed over to a
local school. Father Des, an Indian
priest, ran a very strict parish, but
was an excellent preacher. 

He really got the parish going;
you did not come late or leave early
from Mass and he would stop the
choir if the congregation was not
singing loud enough. He really
worked hard and had about 30% of
the parish participating in Small
Group Sharing programs in Lent,
August and Advent. Our Lady of
Fatima was a parish of about 1,200
families with only one priest due to
the shortage of priests in South
Africa.

Catholicism is one of the larger
Christian groups in South Africa. In
order, the largest would be the
Zionists, a black church. Then, if
you combined all the “reformed”
churches (Calvinists) of the
Afrikaaners, next, the Catholics.
There are also Methodists,
Presbyterians, Church of England,
and in much smaller numbers,
Baptists, Mormons, Assembly of
God, and others.

In Our Lady of Fatima, the
whites outnumbered the blacks
because the parish was in a white
area, but the majority of Catholics
in South Africa are black. The
Catholic missionaries did a good
job converting the local populace
and most of the early education in
Southern Africa is the result of their
efforts. 

The Catholic Church has
always been integrated, as were
their schools, in spite of laws
prohibiting it. Because the Church
refused to segregate its schools, the
government denied funding and the
schools had to be financed by the
parishes. 

Also, when the Nationalist
government came into power in
1948, they stopped the immigration
of Catholics to South Africa,
especially the religious orders. This
meant no more priests and brothers
and sisters from overseas to
educate the children. Over the
years, local vocations have
increased to fill the need, but there
is still a shortage.

The Church is generally
segregated because of language.
The English speaking people go to
English services, the Xhosas to the
Xhosa services and the Zulus to the
Zulu services; all are welcome
everywhere; however, you may not
understand the language.

Violence has become very
prevalent in South Africa and that
is the major reason for the Hardies
wanting to leave. Seven of their
friends have been murdered in the
past five years. 

The government is unable and
unwilling to control the violence
and with uncontrolled violence,
black on black, in the townships,
this is spilling over into all areas of
South Africa. Tens of thousands of
people have been killed since
Mandela was released from prison
and demanded that police be
withdrawn from the townships. 

Imagine the worst area in
Jacksonville without policing.
There are a lot of political killings,

establishing turf, and just plain
thuggery. They steal and terrorize,
but will also kill you just for your
car. 

Alick tells of their friends, Joe
and Beryl, an 80-year-old couple
who where asleep in their
apartment last July, when three
thugs broke in to rob them. Not
only did they rob them, but they
beat them up so badly that Joe died
on the way to the hospital, and
Beryl died a few days later.

Why did Alick and Del choose
the U.S.A. rather than France or
England? Alick indicates that it’s
not easy to immigrate to another
country, and that they did not
qualify for France, but may have
been able to get into England. Del’s
sister and family immigrated to the
U.S.A. twenty years ago and her
mother came over when her dad
died thirteen years ago. 

When her mother became a
citizen, she petitioned for Del and
Alick to come over. After waiting
five years, their Green Cards came
through, so here they are. They had
six months to sell everything they
owned, their condo, most of their
personal belongings, and the yacht
in Turkey. They arrived in Westby,
Wisconsin, 18 months ago.

It’s also interesting to learn why
they chose Florida. Del says Alick
thought he might find a job in the
yachting line, so Florida looked
like the place to head. They bought
an RV and an Astro Van, and
followed the ducks south from
Wisconsin. 

They traveled to Baltimore via
Cincinnati, then down the East
Coast all the way to the Keys,
looking for a suitable place to set
anchor. They then traveled back up
the West Coast of Florida to Tampa
and Gainesville. On the way back,
they decided to stop at Jacksonville
for another look.

When they arrived in
Jacksonville, April 1999, they
checked into an RV park on Dunn
Avenue, and went to St. Patrick’s a
couple of times. They really
enjoyed the Mass there, and
somehow ended up in an apartment
in Arlington. They then set about
trying all the churches in the area.
Christ the King came out “tops.”
Del says, “Our first Mass was last
Mother’s Day, and it was Father
Thanh’s sermon that decided us on
Christ the King.”

Del and Alick have become
very involved in parish activities
since joining the parish. Both have
joined a Faith Sharing Small Group
and Father Carey’s Bible study
group. Alick has served as a
facilitator in the small group. Del
has joined St. Bernadette Circle in
the CKCCW and has joined
L’Arche Harbor House Board.
They have also become members
of Nocturnal Adoration, Band Six.

Christ the King is lucky and
blessed to have such an active
couple as new parishioners.  WE
WELCOME YOU!
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Meet Our New Parishioners...
From South Africa to Jacksonville

L-R: Alison Rogivue, roger Hardie, Svannah Rogivue, Lynne Hardie,
Malcom Tiley, Gianne Rogivue, Del Hardie, Alick Hardie, Lianne Tiley,

and Danielle Tiley at Drakensberg mountain resort in 1998
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Liturgy 101
Liturgy of the Word III

by Bernie Sans

Some Catholics appear to
believe that they have very little to
do during the liturgy of the word.
“If God wants to speak, then all we
have to do is be present and listen.
Right?”

Well, yes and no! Certainly our
task is one of listening. This
demands that we not only pay
careful attention, but that we
encourage those who minister to us
during the liturgy and that we
prepare ourselves long before Mass
to listen actively to the scriptures.

VISUAL REMINDERS OF
GOD’S WORD

It’s often easy to be distracted
during Mass. In spite of the best
intentions our attention can easily
wander off to our jobs, problems
with relatives, financial concerns,
and the like. We need all the help
we can get to be able to concentrate
on what we are about when we
gather for prayer together. To help
focus our attention during the
Liturgy of the Word we have two
visual reminders of the importance
the community gives to the
scriptural proclamations.

The first is the ambo (from a
Greek word meaning a “platform”).
It is also called a pulpit or lectern.
What the altar is to the Liturgy of
the Eucharist, the ambo is to the
Liturgy of the Word. These are
focal points, the places around
which the Mass is celebrated. The
ambo is reserved for proclaiming
God’s sacred word and is holy in
the liturgical life of the community.

The second visual reminder is
the importance of God’s word in
the Lectionary itself. This book
containing the scriptural passages
is a very special book. In today’s
culture we have many forms of
books. There are the popular
paperbacks, usually to be read once
and then often discarded. We also
have the more expensive and
longer lasting hardbacks which we
keep and place on our bookshelves.
There are also the very expensive
leather-bound volumes which are
cherished and say so much about
their contents and about those who
possess them.

The Lectionary is the most
important liturgical book the

community possesses since it
contains the written word of God.
Thus it is a book to be handled with
reverence, carried in procession,
incensed, and venerated with a kiss.
It is always given a place of honor.
Our parish uses a “Book of
Gospels” indicating the unique
importance of the gospels.

MINISTERS OF GOD’S WORD

As important as these visual
reminders of God’s word are, still
more important are the persons
who serve or minister to us during
the Liturgy of the Word. Just as the
Church is a community of persons
rendering service to other persons
in Christ, the liturgical assembly is
characterized by its members
serving one another. Insofar as the
Liturgy of the Word is concerned,
this means that we need other
people so that God’s word may
readily nourish His community
which has gathered in response to
that word and which continues to
respond to it.

First of all, we need readers
who approach the public reading of
the scriptures with a full awareness
of what is means to be a herald of
the word of God. Their task is to
make the word come alive for
God’s assembled people.  We need
readers who believe what they read,
who are so well-prepared that by
their voice, attitude, and bearing,
they convey the meaning of the
words they speak. We need and we
have a right to excellent readers,
not just good ones.

We need psalmists and other
musicians who not only know the
notes and can sing or play well, but
who also know how to draw us into
their art so that we want to sing our
prayer together.

We need homilists who have
lived and prayed with the bible
texts all week long. We need
preachers who know how to speak
both to our heads and to our hearts
about Jesus and His kingdom. We
need preachers who can not only
affirm for us God’s good and holy
people but who have the courage to
challenge us to become more and
more like God.

Finally, we need each other. We
need to support one another by a
shared love for the scriptures, by an
attentive listening together, by a

living practice of the word
proclaimed. We also need to
support our ministers for they need
us just as much as we need them.
Our prayerful attention needs to be
so obvious, so intense, that it
encourages the reader, the
musician, and the preacher to do
their ministry well. Our intent
listening, our robust singing tells
the ministers that we are paying
attention. Then they, in turn, read,
sing and preach better.  As a result,
we can more fully listen to God’s
speaking because their ministry is
now more effective. And so it
grows: better reading fosters better
hearing, fosters better reading,
fosters better....

When each one of us
contributes our part to the Liturgy
of the Word, then the message of
God can penetrate and stir our very
being.  Simply put, we need one
another if God’s word is to take
root in our hearts.

PREPARING TO HEAR THE
WORD

All of us expect our readers,
musicians, and preachers to prepare
themselves for their tasks in the
Sunday celebration. We would be
offended if they did otherwise. And
yet all of us share in this necessity
of preparation.

For years now the Church has
been urging us to reflect and pray
with the scriptures long before
Mass begins. How much richer our
experience of the Sunday readings
would be if we would meditate and
pray with the texts beforehand.
Why not make room in your busy
life for five or ten minutes of peace
and quiet. Tell yourself: “God has
something to say to me today. God
is speaking to me through this bible
passage.” Then slowly read one or
more of the passages assigned for
the following Sunday. Check our
Sunday bulletin for the Mass
readings listed for each day of the
week and the following Sunday!

Let God lead you in your
reading. He will certainly speak,
but we must be patient. You might
find it helpful to read around the

passage. Or perhaps read the whole
chapter. The context will give a
better sense of what God is saying.

Many people, in addition to
preparing privately, find it helpful
to reflect on the scriptures with
others. Sometimes this is called
“faith sharing.” No expert
knowledge is required here. The
purpose here is to share what God
is saying to me and to listen to what
God is saying to others. We all
share the scriptures, and our
individual experience of the
scriptures is also shared.

Another step may be to obtain a
good scriptural commentary and do
some “head work.” Such Bible
study helps us get inside the
separate authors to know the
intention, audience, and
circumstances that each book of the
Bible addresses. By doing so our
understanding of God’s word is
greatly enhanced and deepened.

If the Bible becomes our prayer
book outside liturgy, then our
liturgical experience of the
scriptures will profit. Perhaps we
might even share our love of God’s
word with others. Perhaps we have
the technical ability (or are willing
to obtain it) to be a reader in our
parish. Perhaps we can serve as
catechists or helpers for those
preparing for initiation into the
Church. Perhaps we can visit the
sick and homebound parishioners
who hunger for God’s spoken
word. It is through sharing our love
for the scriptures that we more fully
come to understand and appreciate
the riches found in the Christian
community’s sacred book.

God willing, in the next issue of
the Courier, we’ll begin a reflection
on the Liturgy of the Eucharist.
Pax.

Simply put, we need
one another if God’s
word is to take root

in our hearts.
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Four of the many CTK Stewardhip Committee

Our own Pat Thomas
Stewardship:

“Am I My Brother’s Keeper?”

Mr. “Dutch” Schultz, Diocese of
St. Augustine Stewardship Chairman

Fr. McDermott and Parish Council President Mike Mackin and
some members of the Stewardship Committee

by Eileen Porter

When Monsignor Mortimer
Danaher announced to our parish in
August of 1992, that Christ the
King Parish was to become a total
stewardship parish, which meant
that the entire facility would be
funded by the offertory collection,
there was understandably a mixed
reaction from the congregation.
Tuition free school was a new
concept to most of us and although
most of the parish supported the
effort many wondered whether or
not it was feasible, and had many
questions. No school tuition – how
could it work? No bazaars, bingo
games or other fund raisers – where
would the money come from?

But Monsignor Danaher is a
wise man and really trusts in God.
This was a dream that he had for
many years, and certainly a lot of
preparation and research went into
the program before it became a
reality. In 1989 Monsignor brought
Pat Thomas on board as
Stewardship Chairman, and they
had many meetings with the parish
finance committee, the parish
council and many of the ministry
leaders to lay the necessary
groundwork to launch the program.
In fact the very word Stewardship
was foreign to many of us.

A Stewardship Committee was
established to implement the
process, and workshops were held

to acquaint the parishioners with
the program. It took a giant leap of
faith to inaugurate the program, but
once begun there was no going
back. Monsignor’s faith in God and
in his congregation proved to be
valid and the people responded –
they made and kept pledges and are
continuing to do so. Our offertory
collection continues to grow, a
tribute to Monsignor Danaher’s
vision and to the wonderful people
at Christ the King Church.

We are of course still learning
and constantly trying to improve
the stewardship program. There is
an annual Diocesan Stewardship
day, when representatives of all the
parishes in our diocese meet gifted
speakers in the field who help us
learn more about the stewardship
process. The most recent meeting
was on April 4, 2000. The meeting
was held at Prince of Peace Church
in Jacksonville with more than 200
people attending. 

Bishop John Snyder welcomed
the assemblage with a prayer. Pat
Thomas introduced the first
speaker of the day, Mary Ann
Sauber, who delivered a really
inspirational address on
“Spirituality of Stewardship.” 

Following this was a speech by
Monsignor Joseph Champlin who
has been working in the
stewardship field for many years.
Monsignor Champlin’s topic was
“Connecting Eucharist and

Stewardship.” Following this
Bishop Snyder celebrated Eucharist
in the church.

The following day, April 5,
Stewardship Chairman Pat Thomas
and two members of Christ the
King’s committee attended the
Palm Beach Stewardship Day,
where they presented “Christ the
King’s Journey in Stewardship.”
Again there were a number of
inspirational speakers including
Archbishop James P. Keleher of the
Archdiocese of Kansas City,
Kansas, who has served for ten
years as Episcopal Moderator for
the International Stewardship
Council.

A National Catholic
Stewardship Council convention is
held annually. Our pastor or a priest
designated by the pastor, Mrs.
Thomas and members of the
Stewardship Committee attend the
convention and always come away
with new insights into the
stewardship program. 

When Monsignor Danaher
announced his resignation as Christ
the King pastor in June of 1997,
there were many questions from
parishioners as to the future of the
stewardship program. But
Monsignor Danaher had built a
solid foundation and the transition
went smoothly. 

Our new pastor Father Robert
Baker embraced the program with
enthusiasm and it continued

without interruption. When our
beloved Father Baker was installed
as Bishop of Charleston, South
Carolina in September 1999, there
were fewer worries about the
change – perhaps our faith had
increased – or perhaps we were
becoming enured to change. Our
new pastor Father Robert
McDermott is as committed to our
stewardship program as were both
his predecessors. We have been
truly blessed with our parish
leaders.

We have had a tuition free
school at Christ the King for eight
years. Our Bishop Kenny students
and our Morning Star students have
had their tuitions paid as well. We
are in the process of expanding our
school with new classrooms and of
enriching it with the new “Sister
Therese Horan Library and Media
Center.” We have also increased
our outreach program to the
Jacksonville community, with the
establishment of a free health
clinic, participation in the HabiJax
program, feeding the homeless at
the I.M. Sulzbacher Center as well
as many other community
programs. None of this would have
been possible without the
continuing participation of the
wonderful people of Christ the
King parish. To answer the
question “Am I my brother’s
keeper?”, Christ the King has
answered with a resounding
“YES!”.
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Coordinator of
Volunteer Services
If you would life to volunteer your
Time, Talent, & Treasure but not sure
what you would like to do or maybe
you’re in a ministry but the one you
want, call Al Martin, 744-4302.

LITURGY

Altar Server Ministry
Interested youth 5th grade or older
and who have received First Holy
Communion.  Once trained they are
entered into a rotating schedule for
the Masses. Contact  Jim Litchkofski
at 646-0694.

Eucharistic Ministers
Assisting the clergy in the
distribution of  Holy Communion
either during Mass or by bringing the
Eucharist to the homebound or
hospitalized. Candidates are chosen
by Father Robert J. McDermott as
recommended by the priests and staff
members of the parish. Elizabeth
Tadros, coordinator, 725-6745.

Gift Bearers
Families, Individuals or Parish
ministries who want to bring the gifts
to the altar during Mass.  Call Kathy
Weedon at 221-5468.

Lector Ministry
A Lector is an instrument of God’s
grace and proclaims His word for our
Christian Community. Call Lucille
Guzzone, 724-9617.

Music Ministry
Any individual who has a talent with
music or can play an instrument or
just interested in the Singing Choir,
Handbell Choir, Funeral Choir, or
being a Cantor for Mass, call Bernie,
724-0080.

Sacristans
We help prepare for the celebration
of Mass. For more information on
how you can be a Sacristan call Ray
Hauck, 641-0205.

HOSPITALITY

Mass Greeters
Welcome all who come to Mass. This
team may offer the only contact
many parishioners have in our faith
community. Great opportunity for
adults and families. Contact the chief
usher at the Mass you are attending
for more information.

Ushers
Men and women who commit to
attend the same Mass every week.
They are requested to wear a navy
blue jacket and to assist the  celebrant
as needed.  Call Howard Sell at 744-
5937.

SPECIAL SERVICES

Altar Society
Individuals who care for the vessels,
vestments and linens used in the
Liturgies. Call Debbie Scobie at 723-
3977.

Beautification Committee
Individuals and families who want to
beautify the church grounds.  Meet
the third Saturday of every month 9-
12 noon in the church parking lot by
the fountain.  Come  join us in
beautifying His House. Call Terry
Riggs 744-7357.

Religious Articles Gift Shop
Volunteers who staff the gift shop
before and after Sunday Masses and
Wednesday Marion Mass. Call
Maureen McCook at 642-2725.

Seasonal Church Decorating
Decorating the church and gathering
area, during different seasons of the
church. Contact Terri Vogelsang,
744-6310 for information on how
you can help.

Sunday Childcare
For 8:30 & 10:00 Masses
Christ the King Childcare &
Religious Formation for your 1-4
year old child in the Child Care
Center. Free of charge. Call Marsha
Williams, 221-4459 or Donna
Iglesias, 725-0680 to help or for
more information.

PRAYER MINISTRIES

Daily Adoration
We need people who are willing to
sign up for one hour a week so that
someone is praying all during the
day. Adoration is in the Sacred Heart
Chapel, Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. Please call Kathy Purtle at
725-9030 or sign up on Time and
Talent Pledge weekend.

Nocturnal Adoration
Held on the first Friday of each
month from 10 p.m.-6 a.m. There are
eight groups who rotate their hour
each month. If you would like to join
us in this prayer ministry, call Marty
Polsenski at  384-4392.

Prayer Network
One of our newest and most
rewarding ministries - praying for
others in need - spiritual, health
related and other. Please call Donnell
Baer at 743-6174.

ORGANIZATIONS

Christ the King Council of
Catholic Women (CKCCW)
Our board meets monthly,
September-June, to guide our seven
circles who meet at various times
during the month. Our General
meeting is the last Thursday of each
month at 7 PM. We welcome new
members. Call Pat Setser, 399-3198.

Christ the King Courier
Interested in publishing a
newspaper? We need proofreaders,
reporters, photographers, etc. We
meet Wednesdays in the rectory at 7
p.m.  Call Judy at 724-0080.

Widow/Widowers Support
For those who have lost loved ones.
Contact Isabelle Fusco at 724-5186
for info on the next time we meet.

Hispanic Ministry
We wish to develop a parish ministry
to worship and meet the spiritual and
social needs of the growing Hispanic
population at Christ the King. We
meet every Monday at 7 P.M. for
Bible study in the Rectory. Call Rosa
Townsend, 744-9231.

Landings
Works with Catholics who have been
away from the Church for a period of
time and wish to return.  Contact
Jackie Davis, 743-6667.

The Legion of Mary
Men or women who offer their
services to their pastor, to aid him in
performing spiritual works in the
parish. Members may be active or
auxiliary (praying).Weekly meetings
are held every Monday at 7 p.m. in
the rectory. Call James Scott at 757-
8423.

M.O.M.S.  Ministry
Ministry of Mothers Sharing, is
designed to encourage prayer,
discussions, and friendships between
women of all ages.  Call Carroll Ann
Black, 221-2642

Parish Council
The Parish Council is a consultative
body that the Pastor can pray and
reflect with, and ask for assistance to
guide in the overall care/ministry of
the Parish and the enhancement of its
mission. Meetings are the first
Monday of each month at 5:30 PM in
the Rectory. Call Mike Mackin at
744-6659. It is made up of
representatives (President,
Chairperson or Facilitator) from each
ministry in the Parish, as well as
representatives from the Finance
Council, Christ the King School,
Christ the King Daycare, Athletic
Association, Scouts, Knights of
Columbus, Marriage Encounter,
Sponsor Couples, and Wedding
Coordinator. Elections are held every
two years to elect a President, vice-
president, secretary-recording,
secretary- clerical from the body of
representatives.

Queens and Kings
Our lively senior citizens socialize
on the second Sunday of each month
from 1:30-4 p.m. September through
June. Do come to enjoy! Call Pat
Humbard, 396-6073.

Respect Life 
We are a ministry wishing to make a
difference in people’s lives either by
supporting the Saint Gerard House,
Project Rachel, Respect Life
Pilgrimage and the Diocesan Respect
Life Program. Sign up at the Time
and Talent Fair or contact Patty or
Mike Maroney, 743-9227.

Single and Single Again
Alone? Join us! We’re the Single and
Single Again Support Group,
meeting new friends and enjoying
social activities. We meet Tuesdays,
7:30 PM in the Shirley David Hall.
Call Pat, 722-8525.

Sponsor Couples
Needed married couples to help
engaged couples discern if marriage
is for them. Call Jim/Mary Ann
Middleton at 743-3951 for further
information.

ST. VINCENT DePAUL
PROGRAMS

St. Vincent de Paul
Emergency Assistance
We need volunteers to work in the St.
Vincent de Paul office in the rectory,
providing referrals and assisting
people who need immediate help.
Hours are from 10 a.m. till noon
Monday through Friday. Call Ernie
Waller at 743-3395.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
We were founded by people who care
about the problems of those around
them. We care and would like you to
share the care with us. For
information on how to become a
Vincentian call Ernie Waller 634-
8544,  x1, and leave a message.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
ADULTS

Bible Study
Individuals wishing to study the
Bible. They meet Thursday mornings
at 9 a.m. and another group meets at
7 p.m. in the rectory. All are welcome
to join. For more information contact
Father Brian Carey at 724-0080.

Faith Sharing Small Groups
Small groups of people meeting in
private homes to discuss the Sunday
readings and sharing how these
readings relate to our daily lives.
Contact Helene Meyer, 724-9105.

R.C.I.A.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Preparing people to enter the
Catholic Church through an inquiry
and catechetical process. Call Marie
or Lyle Stewart, 721-2849.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
YOUTH

C.C.D.
Opportunity for students grades 1-8
to learn/experience the Catholic faith
with others in their age group.
Sessions held September-May in the
school on Wednesday 7-8 p.m.
Sunday Mass attendance required.
Call Subdeacon Eli Shami at 721-
3334, on Wednesdays, 7-8 pm at
724-2954.

C.C.D. Teachers
Needed certified teachers to teach
grades 1-8 catechism. If you feel
called to reach out to young people
this may be the place for you. Call
Subdeacon Eli Shami at 721-3334.

C.C.D. Volunteers
Volunteers needed for Wednesday
nights during the school year to help
teachers and clerical staff. Call
Subdeacon Eli at 721-3334.

Vacation Bible School
A week long summer program
(usually in August) for children ages
4-11 years to help deepen their faith
and involvement in the Christian
community. Fun for everyone.  Call
Diana Mattox at 928-9224.

TEEN PROGRAM

Life Teen
Youth ministry program with a
strong focus on the Eucharist.  Meet
Sunday for Mass (usually at 5 p.m.)
and Life Night (fellowship)
afterwards.  Call  Nancy, 398-1961 

Life Teen  -  Core Team
Over 18, have a love for teens and are
not currently a parent of a teen. Meet
on Sundays at 6:15 p.m. in the
rectory.  Call Nancy Powers at 398-
1961 for more information. on
meeting times.

Parents for Life-Teen
Adults or parents interested in
supporting the Life Teen program.
Membership is open to all adults
regardless of whether or not you are
a parent. Activities are creative, fun,
exciting and diverse. Call Jeanette,
725-7559 or 354-4846.

Teen Stewardship
Teens share their Time, Talent and
Treasure with their parish. Call Gus
& Jackie Carlson at 465-6957.

Teen Stewardship Volunteers
Meet twice a year to coordinate
service hours and pledges of teens.
Call Jackie & Gus Carlson 465-6957.

CHILD CARE

Child Care Center
Adults wanting to share their talents
in the three different subcommittees:
educational, plant facilities, and fund
raising. Contact Theresa Little at
724-7239.

CHRIST THE KING
SCHOOL

Christ the King Catholic School
Grades Pre-K thru 8th grade. The
principal is Janet Morton. The school
has many needs for volunteers on a
daily, weekly, and monthly basis.
The school seeks assistance in the
office, cafeteria, library, and clinic.
Volunteers are needed as board
members and business partners,
room mothers, and speakers. Help
with the yearly golf tournament is
also needed. Call 724-2954.

SCOUTING PROGRAMS

Boy Scouts
Troop 5 sponsored by Christ the
King Church.  Boys 6-12th  grade.
Meet Tuesdays, 7 p.m.  in the Scout
Hut-Call Rob 981-0363.

Catholic Scouting Committee
Adult individuals interested in
providing youth ministry through the
scouting program.  Meets 4 times a
year; organizes and implements
“Catholic camporee” for all Scouts
once a year; attend spring awards
ceremony. Training provided. Call
Donna, 641-0698.

Cub Scouts
Pack 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys in 1st -5th grade. Dens
meet weekly in the Scout Hut. Call
Dave Waters 721-6567 or Donna
Baker, 641-0698.

Girl Scouts
Girls of different age levels that meet
weekly or bi-weekly in the Shirley
David Hall after school or in the
evenings. Call Nancy at 745-3751.

SPECIAL ASSISTANCE

Advent Tree
A program that puts smiles on  faces
of people at Christmas time. Those
who share time and talent in this
ministry help put up the Advent Tree
with special paper ornaments.
Parishioners choose ornaments to
take home, purchase the gift, return
the ornament with the gift attached to
it. Volunteers needed to help
distribute the gifts to nursing homes,
orphanages, etc. Call Trudy Cameron
at 724-0511.

Habijax - Habitat for Humanity
Forms partnerships between those in
need and those who are willing to put
their faith into action by donating
their time, talent, and treasure to
construct such housing.  Call Bill
Damato at 642-8920.

I. M. Sulzbacher
Individuals who give two hours of
their time to 400-500 men, women
and children the third Tuesday of
each month by saying grace, serving
dinner and cleaning up the kitchen.
Call Donnell, 743-6174.

MEDICAL SERVICES

Blood Drive
Twice a year Christ the King Church
along with the Florida Georgia Blood
Alliance holds a blood drive. Call
Karlene Simmons, 642-8319.

Christ the King 
Clinic
Staffed by Doctors, Registered
Nurses and ancillary support people
from Christ the King Parish.  They
donate their services the fourth
Saturday of each month 9-1p.m. Call
Janis at 398-4392.

Parish Nurse Ministry
Nurses who belong to Christ the
King Parish willing to volunteer their
time and talent to support the
ministry of health within the parish.
Call Barbara at 724-1776.

OFFICE/RECTORY

Rectory Office Volunteers
Adults willing to volunteer a
morning/afternoon/all day Monday
thru Friday 9-5. Different positions
available: receptionist, clerical,
computer operator. Call the Rectory
at 724-0080 for more information.

AFFILIATED
ORGANIZATIONS

Christ the King 
Athletic Association (CKAA)
Serves children (ages 5-12, boys;  5-
15, girls) who believe that youth
athletics provide valuable lessons in
citizenship/teamwork. Call John,
743-8496/office 725-0338.

Cursillo 
A Renewal movement of individuals
in the Church who want to deepen
their faith and enhance their walk
with Christ. Call Carl Ludwig at 724
-8485.

K’ Cees
Organization of Catholic Women,  an
auxiliary of the Knights  of
Columbus Council 4727. They
help/support the Knights.  Meetings
are at the Knights’ Hall on Merrill
Road on the fourth Tuesday of each
month at 8  p.m. Call Inge Morgan,
725-1838 for information.

Knights of Columbus 
Organization of Catholic men and
their families dedicated to promoting
concepts of charity, unity, fraternity
and patriotism.  If you are a
practicing Catholic man at least 18
yrs. old, interested in fellowship with
people who share the same beliefs,
call Pat Bianco, 743-4999.

L ’ Arche Harbor House Mutual
ministry with members and
assistants, building community
support and awareness to the needs
and gifts of the disabled members of
the L’ Arche Harbor House family.
Call Dottie Klein at 744-4435.

Marriage Encounter
A program designed to teach married
couples how to better communicate,
to strengthen and support Christian
marriage.  Contact Emilo and
Theresa Gonzalez-Chavez 721-0012.

Pre Cana/Engaged Encounter
For information on upcoming
workshops and weekends, call 308-
7474.

MINISTRIES
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Monsignor Danaher
Commended By City Council

We Care Jacksonville, Inc.
L-R: Dr. George Trutter, Sr. DeSales (Wisniewski) and Janis Polsinski

by Linda McCreary

It was an honor to be at the
Jacksonville City Council Meeting
on March 14.  A group of
parishioners from Christ the King
including our Pastor, Robert J.
McDermott, and coordinator of the
Christ the King “We Care Clinic,”
Janis Polsenski, were seated in the
front rows as Monsignor Danaher
was commended by the City
Council for establishing Christ the
King Church Clinic.

Monsignor thanked the City
Council and reminded those
present that he started the clinic 13
years ago in response to the
situation of poor children
surrounding Christ the King Parish.

Monsignor said it “broke my heart”
to see these children without proper
nutrition or medical care.
Monsignor decided something had
to be done, and with much hard
work and the recruitment of
doctors, nurses and clerical help,
the clinic was founded and is still
going strong.

Although retired from Christ
the King, Monsignor has not retired
from life.  Far from it! He has a
rather full schedule. . . he
volunteers at various service
agencies including the Clara White
Mission, St. Francis Soup Kitchen,
St. Catherine Laboure Nursing
Home, Hospice Northeast, and of
course, Christ the King Clinic.

Monsignor, you are an
inspiration to us all! 

Marywood Center
by Mary Ann Sullivan

The Marywood Retreat Center
always has a number of events
throughout the year. With their
varied schedules and programs you
are sure to find something of
interest for you.

May 8-11, the center held a
mid-week retreat for seniors
entitled “The Journey to Wisdom
and Knowledge.” Under the
direction of David Nowak and
Sister Kathleen Power, seniors
reflected on their lives and found
wisdom that they could share with
their families.

The “Butterfly Gardening
Retreat Day” was held May 13 at
the Center. Pat Jeremiah, and
Martina and John Linnehan, guided
attendees through the life of a
butterfly from its caterpillar
existence until it emerged into the
breathtaking butterfly. Discussion
of the similarities with our own
continuous transformation added to
the beautiful working retreat.

May 19-21, Sister Catherine
Cahill, OSF, will hold a retreat
entitled, “How to Forgive
Yourself, Others, and God.” The
weekend will help distinguish
between forgiveness and
reconciliation, as well as identify
misconceptions about forgiveness
and the tools needed to forgive.
The retreat costs $143 (Priv.), $121
(Dbl.), and $71 (Com.).  Call (904)
287-2525 or toll free 1-888-287-
2539 for details.

May 21-24, Father Stephen C.
Bosso, S.S.L,. will hold a Bible

Study Seminar on “Mark’s
Gospel; A Vivid Narrative of
Jesus’ Ministries.” The sessions
are offered Sunday-Wednesday
from 7-9 p.m. Register now ($8 per
session or $25 for the series) for
this on-going scriptural education.
Call (904) 287-2525 or toll free 1-
888-287-2539 for details.

For further information and
upcoming dates of retreats and
seminars, please call the
Marywood Retreat Center at 287-
2525. 

10 Reasons

by Bernie Sans

Excuses, excuses, excuses.
What’s your excuse for not sharing
your talent with the Christ the King
community? 

Here is a listing of excuses
used:  when asked to join us in the
music ministry:

Afraid of Auditions, Rejection,
etc. - Your fears are unfounded.
No auditions. No, not even one!
Just voice placement, great
music, camaraderie and an
opportunity to do something
you love...SING.

Too Old; Voice Not What It Used
To Be - Well, friends, time
marches on for all of us. You’ll
be in good company, and we’ll
like you and your old voice just
the way it is. If you just drag it
out and start using it again, you
may be surprised to find that
you can get it back in shape.

Too Young - Gee, that must be
tough! You won’t get much
sympathy from us. Actually, we
love high school voices.

Too Busy - What? That old excuse?
If you’re that busy, then this is
something you need for
yourself! Give yourself time to
get away from all of that, and
just enjoy yourself. Besides, we
all make time for what’s
important; and this is
important!

Can’t Sight Read - That’s okay!
Not all of us do, either! But, we
practice and practice and 

practice ... you’ll get it!
Not Good Enough For Your Choir -

Guess what, folks! It’s not my
choir; it’s your choir! And most
of us aren’t either. But, when
we all sing together, we make a
pretty good sound to the Lord.
Who needs opera stars?

No Transportation - Some of us
drive together. It’s more fun
anyway!

Hate To Go Out At Night - Really?
Maybe it’s time you break out
of your shell.

No Babysitter - Just let us know  of
your needs. We’ve worked this
one out before.

Really Can’t Carry A Tune - Never
Could! - Guess what? ... You’re
right, that’s a good reason for
not joining! We’ll miss you, but
are you sure you don’t have
other talents? Perhaps you play
an instrument or perhaps you
would like to try handbells.
Why not investigate other
volunteer opportunities? Hey,
maybe you could help us out
with the excuse right above (No
Baby-Sitter).

If you have used any of the above,
you are simply out of good
reasons! We need you and we
want you! Please give Bernie Sans
a call (724-0080) if you need more
information. Or better yet ... just
come to practice. Check the
bulletin for days and times. 
So tell me again –  what’s your
reason? 
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Habitat for

L-R: Beth Buchanan, Patty Setser, Pilar Macon,
Monsignor Danaher, Brice Odgon, Vince Shea,

Vincent Shea, Jr.

In Partnership with
Christ the King Catholic Church

The mission of our community is to help each other experience Christ as the center of our lives
and to know what we are destined for eternal life with our God. For the next several years the
special emphasis of our mission is Stewardship, as a new way of sharing our time, talent, and
treasure. We trust that the Spirit of Christ working through us will empower all to achieve this
mission.

by Eileen Porter

The History

Habitat for Humanity was
founded in 1976 by Millard and
Linda Fuller. Headquarters for the
worldwide ministry are in
Americus, Georgia. There are
affiliates all over the world, and the
local affiliate, known as “HabiJax”,
is one of the largest affiliates in the
United States, both in terms of total
number of homes built to date–500
as of December, 1999–and in terms
of the number of homes built in a
single year–140 houses in 1999.

Habitat has as its very
ambitious goal, the elimination of
poverty housing throughout the
world. The basic premise of this
ecumenical Christian ministry is
that decent, affordable housing for
all God’s children should be a
matter of conscience and action for
Christians everywhere. The
founders of the ministry believed
that this could be accomplished by
forming partnerships between those
in need and those who are willing
to put their faith into action by
donating their time, talent, and
treasure to construct such housing.

One very important aspect of
the ministry is that houses are
SOLD–not given–to families who
meet three simple criteria:
1) They must be living in

substandard or overcrowded
housing.

2) They must be financially able
to make the mortgage
payments.

3) They must be willing to partner
with HabiJax and/or a sponsor
organization to build a house.

The last of these criteria–the
willingness to partner–consists of:

* Undergoing the family
selection process, which
includes credit and reference
checks, verification of
employment, and a home study.

* Payment of a $500 down
payment.

* Working 300 hours of sweat
equity.

The cost of materials and labor
for the construction of the houses is
either provided by HabiJax itself
from funds received as mortgage
payments from current
homeowners, or by sponsor
organizations. In either event,
HabiJax provides the land on which
the homes are constructed and the
families for whom the homes are to
be built.

Most Habitat affiliates have to
buy the land on which houses are
constructed. In Jacksonville, we are
very blessed to have a unique and
mutually beneficial arrangement
with the City. Under the Mayor’s
Intensive Care Program, the City
obtains property through tax sales
and then demolishes abandoned,
dilapidated structures. The property
is then given to HabiJax. A new
home is built, a family moves in,
and property which had been an
eyesore and a hazard becomes an

asset to the neighborhood and a
source of property tax revenue.

Houses are SOLD to families
who meet all the criteria. They sign
a 25-year, interest-free mortgage.
Currently, the average cost of a
three-bedroom, two-bath home is
$44,625. Monthly payments
average approximately $250,
which includes principal, taxes,
homeowners’ insurance, and a
small amount which is put into
escrow for major repairs.
Everything in the home, including
all systems and major appliances, is
new and carries a one-year
warranty. After that, the
homeowner is responsible for all
upkeep and repairs.

Catholics for HabiJax

There were Catholics involved
in HabiJax from the time this
affiliate began in 1988. They
served in key roles and brought
much to the ministry in
Jacksonville in the early days.
However, the idea for a visible
Catholic involvement was an
outgrowth of a casual conversation
among several Catholics following
House Raising Week 1992. The
Catholic community was one of the
only major denominations that did
not sponsor a house.

In the spring of 1993 volunteers
from seven southside parishes
formed a coalition for the purpose
of becoming a visible Catholic
presence during House Raising

Week that year. That support took
the form of serving 500 lunches to
volunteers one day during House
Raising Week 1993.

In 1994, three members of the
original coalition, San Jose, St.
Joseph’s, and Assumption, began
working towards raising funds to
build a HabiJax house. These
efforts included: special collections
at the parishes; fund raising events,
including dinners and shows; and
working at a concession stand at
the Beach Boys Concert in
conjunction with the Jaguars’
inaugural season. Construction of
our first HabiJax house was
completed on schedule in time for
the family to move in to celebrate
Thanksgiving 1994.

In 1994, Baptist/St. Vincent’s
Health System had built on the lot
behind us on approximately the
same time schedule. As an
outgrowth of that relationship, we
approached Baptist/St. Vincent’s
about the possibility of partnering
with our coalition for construction
of our second house in 1996. They
agreed to be a financial partner,
with Catholics for HabiJax taking
full responsibility for the actual
construction. A second family was
able to celebrate Thanksgiving in
their own home in 1996.

In 1998, Baptist/St. Vincent’s
partnered with Catholics for
HabiJax once again. By now the
coalition had changed somewhat
and consisted of: Assumption,
Christ the King (more about Christ 

Building in progress...

CKCCW celebrates with a housewarming party.

Larry Bailey, Jerry Shea
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Humanity

the King’s history follows), Holy
Spirit, San Jose, and San Juan del
Rio. We also tried a different
building time and schedule–House
Raising Week. This was the third
week of June and as if the fierce
heat wasn’t enough, you may recall
that was the summer of the fires, so
we also had smoke to contend with.
This was an exciting experience,
though, because it was the 10-year
anniversary of HabiJax, and
Millard and Linda Fuller, the
founders of Habitat for Humanity,
were here for the dedication.

In 1999, the same five-parish
coalition built a fourth house. This
time we participated in the
Building on Faith blitz build which
took place during September, 1999.
The house we sponsored was one
of 26 homes dedicated on
September 25, 1999.

Plans for Building on Faith
2000 will be a 100-house blitz
build. Special guest volunteers who
are slated to work on this build are
Jimmy Carter and Jack Kemp.
Catholics for HabiJax plans to
sponsor two houses for that event.

Partners

Christ the King Parish became
involved in the HabiJax program
during House Raising Week in
1993, when they contributed
lunches for the volunteers working
on the houses. Christ the King
pastor, Monsignor Mortimer
Danaher was so impressed with the

HabiJax Program that he decided
that Christ the King Parish would
build a house for HabiJax.

Monsignor asked Brice Ogden,
a friend of Christ the King Parish
and retired construction company
owner, to be in charge of the
project. Brice agreed and
assembled a large group of Christ
the King members to join in
building the home. The volunteers
came from all walks of life, many
of them without prior building
experience, but they were
enthusiastic about the project, and
willing to do whatever was
necessary to build the house. The
core group who worked on the first
four houses in 1994, 1995, 1996
and 1997 were Jan Doan, Bill
Damato, Jerry Shea, Ward Berkey,
John McCarthy, James Scott,
Troupe Turner, Jim Knight, Jim and
Patty Setser, Tom Wehner and Jim
Middleton. Many others came and
worked on the houses as well.

In addition to the many
volunteers who worked on the
houses, Christ the King was also
fortunate to have building materials
donated by parishioners and friends
of Christ the King. The volunteer
labor and donations were key to
keeping the cost of the house down
and coming in under budget.

Christ the King became the first
Catholic faith community to
sponsor a house. In the spring of
1994, with the founder of Habitat
for Humanity, Millard Fuller, in
attendance, ground was broken on
“Fuller Lane”, for the construction
of Christ the King’s first home. The

house was dedicated on Palm
Sunday, 1994. Christ the King
Parish would continue as sponsors
of HabiJax houses again in 1995,
1996, and in 1997. These houses
were also built with Brice Ogden as
project manager. In 1997 Brice left
the program, due to declining
health and a necessity of devoting
more time to his part time business,
but continues his interest in
HabiJax.

Monsignor Danaher retired as
pastor of Christ the King in June,
1997. Father Robert Baker became
pastor at that time and continued
the commitment to HabiJax. When
Father Baker was installed as
Bishop of Charleston in September,
1999, he was replaced as Pastor by
Father Robert McDermott, who
continues to support this important
ministry.  In 1998, Catholics for
HabiJax approached Christ the
King about the prospect of joining
forces for future sponsorship in
hopes of sharing the responsibility
of funding as well as maximizing
the benefit of talents and contacts
for in-kind donations. The alliance
has been very satisfying and
successful for all concerned.

Bill Damato, who had been
working with the program from the
beginning, agreed to coordinate the
program for Christ the King. Bill
had retired in 1992, after 38 years
as an insurance salesman and
financial planner for Prudential
Insurance Company. Although his
construction experience, prior to
HabiJax, was limited to his hobby
of wood working, he has done a

wonderful job of recruiting
volunteers and coordinating Christ
the King’s efforts with the
coalition. Bill devotes a lot of time
and effort throughout the year to
the HabiJax Program, but does so
happily as he realizes the
importance of this ministry and of
its continuing success.

The mission of Habitat for
Humanity is reason enough to
support this wonderful ministry, but
as with most things done in service
to God and His people, there are
marvelous, unanticipated “fringe
benefits.” One of those benefits is
that HabiJax gives people a terrific
opportunity to literally put their
faith and love into action. In
today’s busy world, HabiJax is
unique in that you can go out once
a week or once a year (construction
is ongoing year round) without any
commitment to attend meetings,
pay dues, or even going back to the
construction site any more than
your time permits. 

It also has something for
everyone. If you can’t work on a
roof, lay sod, install vinyl siding, or
paint walls, you can make
sandwiches or serve beverages to
someone who does. Bill Damato is
in the process of recruiting
volunteers to work on the HabiJax
house that the Catholic Coalition
will build in the spring of 2000.

Background on Habitat for
Humanity was provided by Kay
Gowen of Catholic Charities.
Pictures were provided by Brice
Ogden.

Monsignor Danaher with Pilar’s daughter, Vince Shea, Pilar
Hacond

Bill Damato, Father McDermott

Brice Ogden, time out
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Spring
Deanery Meeting

L-R: Anna Mary Riley, Ceil Kulas, Pat Askew and Helen Pierce

L-R: Peggy Mills, Pat Humbard, Mary Yarborough and
Dolores Bianco

L-R: Daisy McDonald, Isabelle Fusco, Ann Seravo and Audrey Alexander

by Dolores Bianco

The Resurrection Catholic
Church Guild hosted the Annual
Spring Deanery Meeting of the St.
Augustine Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women on March 9 at
11:00 a.m.  

A good time was had by all as
friends from several parish guilds
gathered for a lunch and meeting.
This was followed by an interesting
talk by guest speaker, Sister
Paschall, of Bishop Kenny High
School.

It’s a Small World
by Barbara Hanuscin

Recently, I had an opportunity
to accompany a friend  traveling to
the country of Dominica in the
Caribbean. Dominica is
approximately four times the size
of Washington, D.C. with a
population between 75-80,000
people, the majority being
Catholic. More Dominicans are
currently living abroad than  in
Dominica. It is a poor country,
which often deals with hurricane
damage, yet the people are
definitely rich in spirit and faith. 

We were guests of Father
Elveau Augustine who has two
parishes to pastor, St. Theresa’s in
Salisbury, and St. Anne’s in
Coulibistie. My hostess in
Salisbury was Mrs. Mamah Alexis.
The warmth of the people stood out
above all else. Their generosity in
bringing fruits and native foods, as
welcoming gestures, was so
special. We made so many friends
before our departure that it was sad
to leave.

Our new friend is Mr. James
Royer of Salisbury. Mr. Royer is
also a member of the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul. It was so
interesting speaking with him
regarding situations and needs
encountered in his mission there as
compared to St. Vincent de Paul in
the states. We concluded that
despite the differences in culture,
race, economics, etc., the problems
are very much the same in
Dominica, and thus it truly is a
“small world.”

I was fortunate to be able to
accompany Mr. Royer on his

rounds one morning as he visited
several of the village homes to
which St. Vincent de Paul provides
support. As Vincentians, we are
required to go out in ‘two’s.’
Elderly parishioners lived in these
particular homes.

There were problems of not
having living relatives and fear of
being alone. The clients obviously
looked forward to his visit. There
was the difficulty in getting to the
bank to withdraw needed funds for
items of daily living. By this, I do
not mean simply going to a
neighborhood bank or an
automated teller in the
supermarket. There are very few
super markets and the nearest bank
would be in the capital, Roseau. (I
am not sure of the distance, but
estimated by night travel on a two-
lane mountain road along the cliff
overlooking the ocean, with no
guard rails, it was a little longer
than saying a rosary!) There is the
problem with the ability to prepare
food and although there is a “Meals
on Wheels” program in Roseau,
and one in Coulibistrie, there is
none, as yet, in the village of
Salisbury.

One problem, also frequently
seen here in the states, is that of an
elderly person taking care of small
children. This can be quite a task
and even more so with little income
and age complexities.

There were medical problems
coupled with the difficulty in
administering medications such as
eye drops. My understanding is that

a mobile clinic visits the village
once a month. Otherwise, one must
travel to the capital, Roseau, to
Princess Margaret Hospital for
care. The cost of medication is high
in Dominica and it is difficult to
obtain needed supplies. I also met
with Mrs. Olivia Douglas, a nurse
at Princess Margaret Hospital, and
learned that “Food For the Poor”
and “Good News” have provided
some medical books and other
supplies.

One thing was very evident
during my Vincentian home
visitation. Despite my being a
stranger and the ethnic differences,
when Mr. Royer introduced me as a
fellow Vincentian, who was there
to help, there was no problem with
communication.

Upon my return, Christ the
King’s conference of St. Vincent de
Paul voted to look into “twinning”
with St. Theresa’s conference. This

“twinning” is when a financially
able conference takes on a
commitment to send financial
support to a poor conference. This
support is not usually a very large
amount by our standards here in the
U.S.A. Even the smallest donation
is greatly appreciated. All
”Twinning” must go through the
national office of St. Vincent de
Paul for approval.  This is to insure
that some conferences do not get all
the “twinning” support while others
get none. Once approved, the
“twinning” will be even more
interesting, to  communicate with a
conference with which there has
been an actual in-person contact.

The Society of St. Vincent de
Paul is an international
organization. Just as a Catholic can
feel at home in any Catholic church
world-wide, the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul, founded by
Frederic Ozanam, has helped to
make this a “Small World.”

James Royer and Barbara Hanuscin
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New and Improved!
Christ the King

Athletic Association

By Wanda Klima

Christ the King Athletic
Association is getting it done!  Tom
Wildes, the new C.K.A.A.
President, gives credit to the Board
members, Bernadette Robison
(Secretary), Laurie Plotz
(Operations Director), Debbie
Lopez (Treasurer), Angela Whitson
(Service Operator), and  parent

volunteers, just as important but too
many to name. 

Tom received phone calls from
people telling him, “We’re going to
nominate you for C.K.A.A.
President.” He was willing to take
the position to “help bring about
change.” While Tom’s son was
playing T-ball with the C.K.A.A.,
he thought of some ideas for
change but was not in the position

to put his ideas into action. But
after he was elected President, the
changes were fast and furious and
quite noticeable.

The C.K.A.A. is responsible for
the St. Mary’s T-ball field, located
next door to Harbor House on
Arlington Road, and the “Big
Field,” the baseball field located
next to the school/parish back
parking lot.

The first order of business was
clean-up of the Big Field where
two, 20 yard dumpsters full of
debris were removed. The dugouts
were re-roofed, painted, and new
concrete floors were poured. In the
field, new grass was laid in the foul
territory area, and an irrigation
system was installed. The office
and concession building was
painted, and a sign naming and
thanking the C.K.A.A. team
sponsors was made and hung on the
outside of the office building.
Bleachers were added to each side
of the dugouts for more seating.

At the T-ball field, clean-up
included pruning trees, weed
eating, and trimming overgrown
brush. Also, the concession stand
was painted and a new sign added.

Obviously, Tom did not
accomplish all of this work alone.
He had help from Bishop Kenny
students (grass), the City of
Jacksonville (bleachers), and
parent volunteers (clean-up,
painting, and installing the
irrigation system). And it’s only the
beginning as far as Tom is
concerned. Work in progress
includes re-building the batting
cage and bull pen area at the Big
Field.  Tom would also like to see
an irrigation system installed at the
T-ball field, as well as security
lights, new sod and bleachers, and a
larger concession building. There is
also a need for a better defined
parking area at the T-ball field.

Future projects include the
addition of a girls softball team and
a new fence at the Big Field. This
fence would be moved further back
to accommodate Juniors (13-14
year olds) and Seniors (15-16 year
olds) baseball teams. This would
require funding that currently does
not exist. The C.K.A.A. receives no
money from the City, the Diocese,
or the Parish to run the Association.
The fields are the property of the
Diocese, which allows the
C.K.A.A. to use the fields at no
charge, but all other monies to run
the Association come from
contributions and concession
profits. Tom would like to establish
some kind of permanent funding
which could only come from
business or private contributions.

A total of ten teams (6 from
Christ the King and 4 from
Assumption) make up this year’s
spring roster. The C.K.A.A.
supplies uniforms, insurance,
equipment, facility usage, portable
toilets, and umpires, all of which is
paid for with registration fees,
concession profits, and
contributions. All new team
equipment was purchased this year
to replace the well used and worn
out old equipment. The new
equipment included batting helmets
and catcher’s equipment for the
baseball teams and new T-shirts for
the T-ball teams.

The C.K.A.A.’s biggest cost is
the umpires. A volunteer parent has
been trying to recruit Bishop
Kenny students to volunteer and
train for umpire positions for the T-
ball games, but at this time the
volunteer team coaches, who are
parents, have been umpiring their
own games. The baseball teams
have a paid home plate umpire to
call the balls and strikes, but there
is a shortage of volunteers to train
as field umpires. Most teams either
play without a field umpire or coax
a parent to agree to umpire, which
can cause some confusion and
debate on a close call of out or safe!

Angela Whitson, like Tom, was
also approached and asked if she
was interested in serving on the
C.K.A.A. Board as Service
Operator. Angela, a P.E. teacher
and softball team coach at Christ
the King School, was willing to
take on the position as well as
representing the school. Part of her
job is to help keep the concession
stand stocked, “I go shopping at
Sam’s Club a lot,” and she gets a
big kick out of the kids begging her
for “free stuff.” Working at the
school, Angela knows most of the
kids and she says, “Seeing the
smiles on their faces” is a great
reward for her work on the Board
but, “The free snow cones is my
favorite part of the job!”

Angela agreed to serve on the
Board for other reasons. Like Tom,
she hoped to be able to initiate
some changes. “I wanted to see the
fields looking better, more
bleachers, and better dugouts.” All
of which have been accomplished.

The new and improved
C.K.A.A. is going strong, but in
order to continue to grow and make
improvements, they need the
resources found in a permanent
funding situation. The C.K.A.A.
Board has the desire to get things
done, “The best thing is that the
whole Board works together,”
Angela says, and they are getting it
done in a big way. 

by Cynthia Surles

This is the inaugural season of
the Christ the King Basketball
League.  The league consists of two
divisions: PK3/PK4 and K/1st
grade. It is a co-ed league utilizing
age appropriate equipment (lower
goals and smaller balls) and age
appropriate rules. My husband and
I enrolled our son in the first
division. 

The initial gathering
(Jamboree) took place on April 1
and like the first day of school, it
was a scary experience for very

small children in a very big gym
with a lot of strangers. It took a
while to coax some of the shyer
children (my son included) out
onto the floor. But with the loving
patience of parents and coaches, it
wasn’t much longer before they
were learning to dribble, pass the
ball and even attempting to shoot
the baskets. 

As the weeks continue, it is
obvious that everyone is learning
and having a good time. If you
have any questions about the
basketball league, call Greg Griffin
at 564-2778 or Mark Wnuk at 737-
9470. 

Basketball League
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Many Share in K.C.’s
Sharin’ o’ the Green

Father Bob
Bags for Bucks at Winn Dixie

Love is Forever

John & Ruth Fitzgerald leave a
church in Honolulu, Hawaii after
John has been baptized and has
received his First Holy Communion.

By Dolores Bianco

Christ the King Courier Staff was
well represented at the Annual
Knights of Columbus Sharin’ O’ the
Green Charity Ball, April 8, at the
Radisson Riverwalk.
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You Want Me?
by Carley Wood

“You seriously want me to be
part of the leadership team?” That
was my reaction when Nancy
Powers called to ask me to be part
of the leadership team for Life Teen
high school seniors at the Life Teen
spring 2000 retreat “Dive In.”
From that day on I counted down
the days until we left Christ the
King on Friday, March 31st.

It never ceases to amaze me
that God always knows exactly
what I need, how I need, and when
I need. The week before the retreat
the most important woman in my
life, my mother, was diagnosed
with brain cancer. When the 31st
rolled around I thought I needed to
get away and leave my life behind
for a few days, let it be someone
else’s problem for a while, but I
was wrong.

God knew exactly what I
needed –  and it was not forgetting
my problems. He knew that for me
to begin to heal I needed to be
surrounded by people whom I
could help so they could help me. I
know it sounds impossible, but
every single person who went to
Camp Cherry Lake that weekend
participated in a small part of my
healing process. Without knowing,
they made it their own and gave me
back the smile I had lost.

I watched other kids who had
never before had a personal
relationship with God and His Son,
Jesus Christ, approach the “Edge”
of a relationship with them, “Let

Go” of their worries, “Swim” with
the Father and the Son, fully “Dive
In”, and then “Go Deeper”. This
was truly an amazing three-day
experience I will never forget.
Watching this event take place
helped to heal my heart, and that’s
just what the kids were doing!

I told the group while still on
the retreat, that our Music for Life
group can heal hearts. When their
music played and their voices sang,
I lost myself in our worship of the
Lord. Through their songs I found a
comfort and peace of heart.

Finally, there’s our Core Team.
Words cannot adequately express
my admiration, respect, gratitude,
and whole hearted love I have for
our awesome Core Team. They are
truly great leaders, because they
know how to serve others before
they serve themselves. They are
always ready to lend an ear, give a
pep talk, flash a smile, or even give
a huge hug! They have given me
more hope, support, and love than I
ever thought possible.

I feel so blessed to have a
program like Life Teen to turn to
when I need support, or when I just
want to have fun. The spring retreat
“Dive In” taught so many kids to be
open to God’s plan for their lives,
and to his unwavering love for
them. God called other seniors and
myself to help others be open to
those things, but he also called the
others on the retreat to do the same
for us. God’s call was answered by
all, but I’m still surprised he chose
me to be his messenger.

Lucy’s
Wedding Dress

by Betty Harkey

Lucy Hollum and Staci Setser,
and the history of Lucy’s wedding
dress.

The “dress” has been an article
of war that saved a life, adorned a
bride, and finally made its way
down the runway at the CKCCW
annual St. Valentine’s Day Card
Party and Fashion Show.

This beautiful gown was once a
parachute which saved the life of
Lucy’s husband, George, when he
was shot down by the Germans
during the 49th of his 55 missions.
George was serving his country as
a tech sergeant in the Army Air
Corps during World War II. 

When he was given
presidential approval to keep the
parachute, he sent it  home to his
fiancee, Lucy. A friend of Lucy’s

mother, who was a seamstress for
Eleanor Roosevelt, turned the
parachute into a gorgeous  wedding
gown for Lucy to wear on her
wedding day. 

Fifty-five years later it has
come into service once more:
modeled at the CKCCW card party
and fashion show on St. Valentine’s
Day. It was modeled by Staci
Setser, daughter of Jim and Pat
Setser, President of the CKCCW.

Lucy, who is a member of
CKCCW, was also one of the
organizers of the Christ the King
Queens & Kings twenty-five years
ago. George was this new
ministry’s first President and
served several terms. Together,
Lucy and George have made a
contribution of time and talent and
make a great example of
Stewardship.

When a bride thinks of marriage one of the many things that preoccupies
her besides the husband-to-be is, “What am I going to wear?” Sometimes
it’s a dress handed down by her mother, grandmother, or a favorite aunt.
Then again, it may be a dress made by her own hands or perhaps a
special friend. But few wedding dresses have ever saved a life as Lucy
Hollum’s dress did when it was a parachute during WWII - read Betty’s
story to find out more about Lucy’s wedding dress.

Lucy Hollum with Stacy Setser wearing Lucy’s 1945 dress made
from George’s World War II parachute
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Wedding Gowns
Steal the Show

by Pat Setser

On the afternoon of February
12, the Council of Catholic Women
held their Annual Card
Party/Luncheon/Style Show. This
year the Style Show was a bit
different because the dresses were
not stylish new apparel from a
dress shop, but rather treasured
wedding dresses from the past.

There were wedding dresses
from 1999 back to 1945. Two were
made by the mother of the brides,
and these happened to be the
newest dresses. These dresses were
actually modeled by the real brides,
Nilka Landers Kinser and Zuleika
Landers Gilliam. Their mother,
Norma Landers, created two very
distinct and lovely dresses. 

Nilka’s dress was simple and
elegant, with a fitted bodice and a
full skirt which was embellished
with flowers which had elaborate
beading and pearls. It also had a
very long train. Nilka wowed the
women with her dress and she
commented, “I love this dress so
much, and I am thrilled to be
wearing it again on my seven
month anniversary!” 

Her sister’s dress was a
stunning full length sheath entirely
made of lace. Zuleika Landers
Gilliam’s dress featured long
sleeves, embellishment of beading
and pearls, and a large bow where
the train was attached. The main
body of the dress was lined with
satin.

Nilka also created much beauty
in the Parish Hall early on the day
of the event. She has a small
business called Alyssa’s Creations
(see ad in parish bulletin) and
wanted to donate her talents to help
decorate for our party. Throughout
the room Nilka had placed red and
white helium balloons floating
above large red shopping bags
which had been lined with tissue
paper. 

She had created a backdrop on
a white wooden lattice screen, and
embellished it with a red heart-
shaped balloon arrangement. Nilka
placed large palm plants to each
side and decorated a table for
members to display their wedding
dresses. And that was not all. She
made one hundred silk roses to give
to the first one hundred ladies who
came to the event.

Lori Hodges, daughter of
Claretta Lamusga, wore her sister,
Elaine Hodges’ dress. Elaine
married Lori’s husband’s brother in
1998. This was truly a family affair.
The off-white silk taffeta dress had
short sleeves and a lace appliqued
top. The gown had a full skirt and a
train with bows and flowers down
the center. The bows and flowers
were beaded with small pearls.

Stephanie Kona wore Georgia
Wojdat’s long satin wedding dress
from 1990. Georgia is Wanda
Wojdat’s daughter-in-law. The
dress had lace and beading down
the front and featured sheer tulle on
the sleeves and a sweetheart
neckline. The mid-length veil was
made of ribbons, tulle and
porcelain roses.

Shaine Williams, daughter of
Elaine Hodges, modeled Bonnie
Davee’s empire style long and
ruffled wedding dress from 1978.
Bonnie is Helen Damato’s
daughter. The dress was almost
entirely lace with a scooped
neckline and sleeves trimmed with
satin ribbons. There were layers of
ruffles on the long train. The style
was very typical of the 70’s peasant
style.

Holly Faustini modeled her
mother-in-law’s dress. Doris
Faustini’s dress from 1963 was
satin in a striped plain and
embossed pattern. It had a set-in
belt with a bow centered in the
front, a boat neckline and elbow
length sleeves with three buttons.
There were 31 buttons up the back
of the dress. There was a train
which attached at the waistline.
Holly carried a nosegay of violets,
reminiscent of Doris’ original
bouquet.

Danielle Bouttee, an eighth
grader, modeled Eleanor Arnett’s
dress. Eleanor married in 1963 in a
street length, pink dress with a
square neckline. This lovely dress
had silk binding between each lace
satin. It featured short sleeves.
Eleanor had kept the pink satin
spike heels, her pink short gloves
and her small prayer book trimmed
with ribbons and flowers. Danielle
wore the small flowered hat with
the short pink lace veil and the pink
gloves, and carried the prayer
book. However, she did not attempt
to wear the tiny spike heels.

The next dress was from 1953.
It was modeled by Sarah Duncan,
granddaughter of Emma Duncan.
Betty Kuehl’s dress was a gown of
tulle over satin. The gown featured
a bodice fashioned in sunburst
pleated tulle with shirred bracelet
length sleeves. The watteau
neckline was edged with val lace
and sprinkled with opalescent
sequins, and the bouffant skirt was
dotted with rosettes of val lace with
opalescent sequins in the centers.
The skirt terminated with a
cathedral train. The finger tip veil
was attached to a coronet of tulle.

Trudy Ross Cameron wore her
own wedding dress also. If you
remember, two of the early dresses
(1999 and 1998) were worn  by the
brides. Trudy married in 1953 and
her dress was ivory satin. The snug
bodice (this description was from
her newspaper bridal write-up)
featured a Queen Anne collar edged
in starched Italian lace work which
was carried out on the cuffs of the
long tapered sleeves. The lace had
aged and now appeared as a dull
gold, very glamorous with the
ivory satin. The voluminous skirt
fell in deep folds to the floor and
terminated in a draped cathedral
train. 

A recent Courier article
referred to Trudy as Mrs. Santa
Claus because of her dedicated
involvement in the Advent Giving
Tree project. Modeling her lovely
gown, she really bore no
resemblance to that  title.   Oh,  by   

Continued on page 41

Trudy Cameron (wearing her
own dress from 1952) with

daughter Mary Yarborough

Doris Faustini with daughter-
in-law Holly Faustini wearing

Doris’ dress

Georgia Wojat with
grand-daughters

Wendy and Genny
modeling Georgia’s

dress
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What’s Happening:
Metro Mass

by Nancy Powers

Metro Mass 2000 is a Catholic
sponsored concert and event for
junior high and high school youth
of all faiths. This event is FREE.
Parking may be $5 per car. 

The event will be held on May
20th, 2000 from 11:00 a.m. to 8:00
p.m. at Metropolitan Park across
from Alltel Stadium. (Mass will be
celebrated by Father Thanh at 6:00
p.m.)

The Concert and Event is open
to everyone but is geared toward
junior high and high school youth.
The Mass at 6:00 p.m. is open to
everyone and we encourage
families, parents, grandparents,
young and old alike to attend. 

Local talent will be Marvin
Hartley and our own Music for
LIFE group.

Marvin Hartley’s unique voice
and gifted delivery brings chill-

bumps and tears to the eyes of those
listening. His moving rendition of
“In This Very Room” can be heard
on the 2000 Bishop’s Stewardship
Appeal Video and he was guest
vocalist at St. Matthew’s 25th
Anniversary Celebration. 

Music for LIFE, formed in
1998  provides liturgical music for
the LIFE TEEN Masses at Christ
the King, Assumption,
Resurrection and Holy Spirit
Catholic Churches. Our Music for
LIFE group has far surpassed
anyone’s expectations. With heart-
felt communion songs to rousing
songs of thanksgiving, they help to
move our emotions through the
Mass and encourage “full, active
participation.”

Also in attendance for this
awesome day will be Gabriel’s
Harp, Mary Beth Bonacci and “A
Ragamuffin Band.” For more

information on what’s happening at
the Metro Mass, log on to the
following web sites:

Bruce Deaton
(www.brucedeaton.com )

For ten years, Bruce Deaton has
ministered throughout the United
States, Canada and the world,
dedicating his life to working with
people. He presents a style of
music, storytelling, drama and
humor that are uniquely his own.
From his own intimate relationship
with God, Bruce has the unique
ability of drawing a community
into worship. From coast to coast,
Bruce has audiences on their feet,
their voices joined in song, and
hearts opened to God’s Spirit. His
presentations combine his gifts of
storytelling, music, and prayerful
play.

Gabriel’s Harp
(www.ourmusic.com/Gabriels_Harp.h
tml )

World Youth Day is the largest
gathering of youth organized in
cooperation with the Vatican,
celebrating the role of the world’s
youth in shaping the course of the
future. Over 1 million youths and
youth ministers gathered in Paris
for this event. The next World
Youth Day will be held in Rome for
the millennium celebration and

millions are expected to attend.
Gabriel’s Harp will be there to
celebrate 2000 years of
Christianity.

Gabriel’s Harp Album, “Lead
me to the Rock” features their new
releases, “Closer”, “Glory and
Praise, Abba Father”, “Always in
my Heart”, “You’ll never Know”,
and “Celebrating Life” and a high
energy remake of “Spirit in the
Sky” 

Mary Beth Bonacci
(www.reallove.net) 

Real Love means never having
to say “Sorry I messed up your
life.” With an engaging, lively style
filled with a spirit of hope and
truth, Mary Beth Bonacci has
captured the hearts and minds of
youth across the United States and
internationally. She delivers her
message on love, relationships, and
chastity with a candor and a
sincerity that addresses the hopes
and dreams at the center of young
people’s longing for fulfillment and
love. Her REAL program has been
held monthly at Holy Spirit for
LIFETEEN members.

What better way to spend a
beautiful Saturday then with your
friends (Catholic and non
Catholic)? Come out and learn
more about yourself, and more
about your God.  For heaven sake -
You’ll have a great time.

A Special Evening

by Ann Semper

Several weeks ago, I was
fortunate to have experienced an
evening with a combined group of
teenagers from Life Teen in
Jacksonville and from Columbia,
Missouri. An article in the Florida
Times Union spotlighted a group of
teens that raised money to travel to
Jacksonville, Florida to spend their
spring break building a Habijax for
Humanity home as well as assisting
in the cleanup of drug infested
areas. Their hotel for the week was
the City Rescue Mission on
McDuff Avenue.

I was amazed at how quickly
these two groups of teenagers
blended together as if they had
known each other for a long time.
They were joined together by their
love of the Lord and love for each
other.

Terry and Albert Miller from
Assumption Church graciously
opened their home and hosted a
barbeque dinner for these teens.
They enjoyed hamburgers,
hotdogs, salads and desserts.

Before dinner the teens formed a
circle, held hands, and prayed.
They enjoyed dinner together,
played football, listened to
contemporary Christian music and
shared their stories with each other.
Parents for Life cooked and served
and the teens  were able to
fellowship together. After this
fellowship, the teens and parents
united to sing and pray together.

What impressed me most about
this group of teens is they all had
fun sharing songs of praise and
worship. Some of the teens led
songs, some led worship sessions,
and some led cheers – all geared to
the praise and glory of God. These
kids are not afraid to stand up and
share their faith – to share with one
another their love for God and
neighbor.

In today’s society, where there
is so much hurt, pain and despair in
the world, I am encouraged by the
faith of these teenagers and their
courage to stand up and make a
difference in the lives of others.
They are truly an inspiration to our
Catholic faith and to our
communities.

Visiting LIFE TEEN group from Columbia, MO on service spring break

Continued from page 40 Wedding Gowns
the way, Trudy said she bought the
dress on sale for $35.00.

Tracia Lagaan, another eighth
grader from Christ the King,
modeled the gown of Helen
Damato. You have probably
guessed why we needed such small
models. They were slim and
wonderfully elegant. 

Helen’s dress was from 1952
also. It was ivory satin, too. The
dress had originally been made in
1947 for her sister, Dot. The
beautiful dress featured a v-neck
which was covered in tulle of a
matching color. The v-neck and v-
waistline were trimmed with a
short ruffle which really enhanced
these features. The dress was full
and featured seven buttons on each
sleeve and 47 buttons on the back
of the dress.

The last dress had the most
interesting history. The dress had
been a parachute and was
transformed into a very special
wedding dress. Lucy Hollum had
the dress made by a seamstress who
sewed for Eleanor Roosevelt.

Lucy’s fiance, George, had
flown 55 missions in WWII and on
his 49th mission was shot down
and recovered. He was told by the
President that he could keep his

parachute. He wrote home to Lucy
and told her to get a seamstress,
which she did, and they were
married in 1945. 

Early on, when I had talked
with people about lending wedding
dresses for the event, Lucy had
said, “I have my dress and Stacy
can wear it.” So Stacy Setser, my
daughter, wore the dress and she
was thrilled to be able to wear such
a special dress.

The audience of one hundred
and twenty-five were pleased with
this feature of the event. The
commentary was delivered by
Lucille Guzzone and Pat Setser to
an appreciative audience. After the
modeling and commentary, the
models stood with the original
bride for picture taking. 

Door prizes donated by Circle
Members and lovingly wrapped by
Daisy McDonald were in
abundance, and at least one person
at each table won one. Two large
baskets filled with wine, cookies,
crackers, and other goodies were
raffled.

Fun was had by all. I don’t
know how we will top this next
year. Thanks to all who made it
such a special afternoon. Next year,
come join us! 
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LIFE TEEN
Ministries Within A Ministry

by Nancy Powers

Question:
LIFE TEEN ministers to which of
the following groups?
Answer:

A) Young Adults
B) Families
C)  High School Teens
D) All of the Above

If D) All of the Above was your
answer, you are correct.

LIFE TEEN not only ministers
to high school teens but also
parents of those teens, their
families and young adults. Many
different groups are affected and
helped by this one incredible
comprehensive ministry.  Let’s talk
about each group.

High School Teens
LIFE TEEN, of course, has a

primary mission “to lead teens
closer to Christ”. One of our
objectives is to help the teens really
experience Christ in their lives, to
really feel His presence, and to
know that with Him they can get
through anything life throws their
way. LIFE TEEN also strives to
provide them with sound Catholic
teaching, an opportunity to discuss
pressing issues in their lives, a
social service and, of course, to
have fun! 

Young Adults
LIFE TEEN offers young

adults a place to serve; a way to
develop their leadership skills; a
method for developing their own
understanding of the Church; as
well as prayer and community that
helps deepen their faith. As young
adults become LIFE Goes On
Members and Core Members, they
are placed in positions of
leadership and mentoring to high
school teens.  

They, by the nature of their
position, are required to live a life
that sets a good Christian example.
They are required to know Catholic
teaching on specific topics being
discussed.  They are taught how to
lead and are given many
opportunities to work in small
groups and on teams. 

Also, by the sheer nature of the
ministry, they develop many close

and long lasting relationships with
one another.  More importantly,
each of them would say that since
joining the LIFE TEEN team, their
relationship with Christ and their
faith has deepened significantly.  

Families
Very often we find that teens

who develop a closer relationship
with God tend to “evangelize” their
parents and families by their
example. Countless times, parents
have told us what a tremendous
effect LIFE TEEN has had on their
entire family as hearts and lives are
being transformed. 

We’ve heard of fathers that
have started coming to church on a
regular basis since their teen has
been involved. We’ve heard of
siblings who can’t wait to become
involved in LIFE TEEN since
they’ve been hearing how much
fun it is for their brother or sister.
We’ve found moms and dads
looking for a ministry to belong to
and finding a home with Parents for
LIFE. 

Adults 
Parents for LIFE is a great

place for parents and other adults to
join together, have lots of fun, and
help minister to our teens. There is
a tremendous “come together”
attitude when special events are
planned and many parents and
adults find this a perfect way to
contribute. They provide the food,
decorations and creativity for all of
LIFE TEEN’s special events,
which include a great Mardi Gras
Party, a Senior Appreciation Dinner
and a spirit-filled Holiday Party.
They also rally when LIFE TEEN
is in need of those hard to find
items for LIFE Nights like: rubber
ducks, courtroom gavels, car
bumpers and much, much more. 

One very important “ministry
within a ministry” of LIFE TEEN
is our wonderful prayer network
made up of people (all ages, all
walks of life) who pray constantly
for the success of this program. All
of us agree that prayer is vital to the
success of LIFE TEEN and we
thank all who keep this ministry in
their prayers.

So as you can see, LIFE TEEN
contains many ministries within a
ministry and LIFE TEEN has a
place for everyone - including you!

REAL LOVE
by Rebecca Militante,
LifeTeen Core Member

“Why is it wrong to have sex
outside of marriage?”

“Is it a sin to live together with
someone without being married?”

“How far can I go with my
boyfriend/girlfriend?”

These are challenging
questions that plague most
teenagers and adults. These are
questions that deserve good, logical
answers. Fortunately, God has
revealed the truth about these
topics to His Church and God
wants you to know the truth. Are
you ready for the truth?

God calls each one of us to live
a life of chastity. Chastity means
respecting the amazing gift of
sexuality that we have been given.
Chastity is all about love, the type
of love where you “want what’s
best for the other person.” Living a
life of chastity is living a life of
love.

For the past nine months, my
husband Phil and I have attempted

to discuss the truth about these
topics with high school teens.
Crazy? No, we’re not crazy, we just
want to share the awesome truth
about chastity with as many people
as we can. And we’re not alone in
our efforts. We rely on REAL
LOVE, an excellent book and
video tape series by Mary Beth
Bonacci.

Every teen who attends our
group receives a free copy of the
book REAL LOVE. Each meeting
has consisted of prayer, a 20 minute
video and in depth discussions. All
topics are related to dating,
relationships and chastity, but the
specific theme changes for each
meeting.

We’ve just finished our first
series of discussions but we will
begin again in September, so watch
the bulletin for details. You may
also want to attend Metro Mass
2000, May 20th, at Metropolitan
Park, where Mary Beth Bonacci,
author of REAL LOVE, will speak
about a life of respect, a life that’s
chaste, a life with real love. 

Teen’s View - Mardi Gras Dance

by Kelly Bello

I went to the Mardi Gras dance for
LIFE TEEN and I had a total blast!
Nancy, Mollie and Parents for Life
put together a wonderful teenage
get-together that over 200 attended.
Everyone I talked to had a blast!
People from all different grades
came to the dance; seniors, juniors,
sophomores, freshman and 8th
graders. The DJ was awesome. The
music played really helped the
crowd have fun. The core members
danced also. 
There was fabulous food! The
Parents for Life were awesome

AGAIN when they cooked us a
great meal and then left so we
weren’t embarrassed to “get down”
while they were there. 
I really had fun because sometimes
you just need to take a break and
relax and this was a great way to do
it! I met some new people and
talked to them for a while. I got to
spend time with my friends and the
core members. It was a great time
to show off my mad dancing
skills... Just kidding! 
LIFE TEEN has done so much for
every teen that attends and they
deserve every thank you, so here I
go, THANK YOU! 

Front to Back: Emi Gonzalez, Laura Holtz, David Villotti, Jennifer
Balaguer and Jamie Willis
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Life Teen
Mardi Gras

by Glenn and Deborah Blanchard

On Sunday, March 5th, the
Assumption Parish Hall was
transformed into LifeTeen’s
version of Mardi Gras 2000.
Within two hours time Parents for
Life (led by Terry Miller) did a
fantastic job of turning the parish

hall into a real Mardi Gras party
place. There was a festive balloon
archway over the food tables.
Gayly decorated tables with
colorful center pieces added to the
festivities, as well as wall and stage
decorations.

Kriss Herndon and her food
committee provided a Mardi Gras
feast fit for a KING, with Po-boy

sandwiches, dips and, of course, the
traditional King Cake. Delicious
food always makes a terrific party!

After the traditional LifeTeen
Mass the teens were greeted in the
hall by festively-dressed Core
members. It was not long until the
masked Parents for Life paraded
into the hall to the tune of “When
the Saints Go Marching In.” The
Parents threw beads and doubloons
(coins) to the crowd making for a

carnival atmosphere. The parents
really enjoyed it; as they usually
don’t get involved directly with the
teen’s social events. 

Music provided by Brett had
the crowd dancing, and it was not
long before a dance line was
snaking through the tables. Over
200 teens from the four LifeTeen
parishes celebrated their “Fat
Tuesday” a little early, but with
much exuberance. 

L-R: Kathy Kharman, Kriss Heardon, Jeanette Ghioto, Lynn
Villotti, and Glenn Blanchard Sr.LifeTeen Coordinator Named

by Nancy Powers

Onie Lee has been hired as our
new LifeTeen Coordinator and will
be joining us in May. For the past
six years, she has been Director of
Religious Education and Youth
Ministry at St. Matthew’s Catholic
Church in Jacksonville. Onie has
directed activities for Junior High,
Senior High and Young Adults in
her parish. She also has been
responsible for all aspects of
religious education. Along with her
many accomplishments, she co-
created and directed Journey, has
been instrumental in the
S.P.L.U.N.G.E. program and has
created and directed a wide variety
of retreats. Onie is an incredibly
dedicated, fun, creative person that
will bring so much energy to this
program. Please join me in
welcoming her in May. 

Since Onie’s accepted this
position, I’ve been asked many
times what my role will be. Please
let me assure you that I will remain
involved in the LifeTeen program. I
will continue to oversee the
program for the Partnership
Pastors, manage the Music
Ministry with Tony and the
LifeTeen program with Onie, help
with special events, and solicit
additional funding when needed. 

Over the past two years, I’ve
volunteered my time (mostly full-
time) to LifeTeen due to the
generosity of my boss (my Dad).
I’ve enjoyed every minute of it but
it was meant to be temporary and
short term until we could hire a
more qualified person to oversee
the day-to-day operations of
LifeTeen. With Onie coming on
board, I feel LifeTeen is in good
hands and I will be returning to my

full-time responsibilities as
Executive Director of the Warren P.
and Joanne C. Powers Charitable
Foundation. 

This change will only serve to
strengthen our LifeTeen program
and it’s merely a change in duties
rather than a change in leadership. I
appreciate all of your support and
prayers as ALL of us, as a team,
created an exciting and vibrant
youth ministry program for our
teens. I’ve loved every second and
every teen. 

Incredible Spread
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One of our very own:
Father Terrence Morgan

Interview with Father Terry
Morgan, Pastor of The Cathedral
Basilica in Saint Augustine. 

CTKC:
Father, when did you attend Christ
the King School?

Fr. Morgan: 
From 1955-1963. I was in the

first class that ever did all eight
grades at Christ the King. We
started in September in classrooms
in downtown Jacksonville, until
our own school building (the two
story “old” school) could be
finished. 

When we opened up the big
building, the parish church was the
ground floor, and Christ the King
School was on the second floor. So,
I received my first Holy
Communion on the first floor of the
school building. Shirley David Hall
was our “new” church: that’s where
I was confirmed in 1961 and said
my first Mass on July 11, 1976.

CTKC:
Did you think about becoming a
priest when you were in elementary
school? Were you an altar server?

Fr. Morgan: 
Sure, I did, and sure I was! Our

pastor, Father Larkin (now retired
Bishop of St. Petersburg), seemed
like such a cool guy, really happy,
and doing good things for people.
He frequently asked us to think
about if Christ was calling us to be
a priest. 

He asked me personally on
more than one occasion. And... (a
little confession here) I distinctly
remember “saying Mass” in my
friend Jerry Weedon’s mom’s
laundry room: throw a big towel
over the shoulders, turn the
washing machine into the altar, and
say all the prayers. Jerry (now an
attorney) and I took turns “being
the priest;” the other got to be the
server. 

I served Mass from the time I
was in third grade. I always thought
it was a great honor. And it was
kind of neat being up there with a
team of servers (sometimes ten to a
team, for daily Mass!). A good deal
of my vocation came from the
years of getting up for the 6:30
Mass. 

CTKC:
What seminary did you attend?

Fr. Morgan: 
After high school in 1967 I

went to “minor seminary” for my
first two years of college, at St.
Gregory Seminary, a.k.a. the lower
division of the Athenaeum of Ohio,
in Cincinnati.

I had a great opportunity in
1969: room, board, books, tuition,
even a little stipend in a prestigious
fellowship at the Catholic
University of America, in
Washington, D.C. The Basselin
Foundation fellowship was an

intense major in philosophy, with a
pretty daggum intense minor in
speech and drama. 

I got my B.A. from Catholic U
in 1971, and my Masters the next
year. I consider my Washington
days two educations: the excellent
schooling at CUA, and being in
Washington, with its cultural life
and political excitement. I loved it! 

Then, after I got to know some
guys from other dioceses real well,
and got settled with the idea that it
would be great being a priest
knowing that these guys were
priest-friends all over the country,
some of these great-future-priest-
friends left the seminary. Not the
goonies, you understand. But the
solid guys (they were my friends,
after all!) It got me to wondering
about my own vocation.

Then, in Washington, in that
“top flight” program, I was sure I
had bluffed myself into a program
that was way, way over my head.
But I discovered that the other
Basselin Fellows were also
bluffing, and barely treading water
like me! 

I loved Rome, I really did, but I
tell you this: that first day,
September 1, 1972, agog with
jetlag, on a hot day, not knowing a
soul, five thousand miles away
from my mom and dad and some
very close personal friends, I was
soooo close to not even opening my
little green steamer trunk, and just
getting back to America on the next
flight out.

But God kept locking the doors
on me! And I’m so thankful He did.
After all, He didn’t promise us a
rose garden, whether we are lay
people or college kids or
seminarians. He promised he would
be with us. And, in retrospect, He
sure was, every step of the way!

CTKC:
Do you have any advice to young
boys who may the thinking about
trying-out to be a priest?

Fr. Morgan: 
I don’t know that I would word

it “trying out to be a priest.” That
makes it sound like you are trying
out for a team. Or a play. Instead, I
would say this: 

“God is calling you — you —
to something. He may be calling
you to be a good dad. He may be
calling you to heal people in
medicine. He may be calling you to
be a teacher. And, there is a good
chance that He may very well be
calling you to be a priest.”

He has always called priests, in
every age of the Church. And every
priest — I mean every priest that I
have known personally or whose
life I have read, including the Pope
— has said, early on, “Nah, God
could never be calling me to be a
priest. I’m not that smart. I’m not
that holy.”

Hey, I like girls!  I’m not that
holy, or smart, and I liked girls
(and, as many of your CTK mamas

and Bishop Kenny mamas will
confess, girls liked me. It’s so hard
to be humble when you’re so
handsome!).

Whatever God calls you to will
stretch you, beyond your smarts
and beyond the limits of your heart.
Whatever God calls you to will
require sacrifice (ask your moms
and dads about that). Remember,
it’s not really “trying out,” for some
sort of team you are attracted to.
It’s allowing God to use you
“where you fit” in His Church. And
you may well just “fit” as a priest.

If you’ve had the slightest
inkling that God is calling you to
priesthood, share that with an adult
you trust. Maybe you’re just
dreaming and idealizing. (The life
of a priest is a cool life, after all,
and I wouldn’t trade it for any other
life in the world.) But chances are
that you might be on to something.

Stay close to the practice of the
faith, and maybe get to know one of
your parish priests. For goodness
sake, pray that you can hear His
call clearly — whatever that call
may be — and that you can follow
through on answering His call
bravely.

Never stop praying. And know
that there is a universe of people
you can’t even imagine praying
with you and for you — myself
included — that you’ll hear God’s
call more clearly and follow Him
more nearly. 

I filed daily radio stories as
“Washington Correspondent” for
the “Florida Broadcasting

Network” (talking on the dorm
basement phone at five in the
morning, with a lot of  rewrites of
Washington Post articles!). I was
there during the excitement of the
Vietnam era. I still make it back to
Washington once a year for school
or a meeting or just a visit: it is one
of “my towns.”

I finished up in Rome, living at
the North American College and
getting my degree from the big
Jesuit school there (the Pontifical
Gregorian University). I got an
“STB” — basic, basic theology —
in 1975. 

Then I went across the street to
the Jesuits’ Pontifical Biblical
Institute, where I worked on a
theology “licentiate” — more than
a masters, but less than a full
doctorate — in 1975-1976. (I was
taken out of the two-year licentiate
program so that I could be ordained
in 1976 and fill a needed vacancy
that year). I did the final year of the
licentiate, granted by the Gregorian
University, in 1981-1982.

CTKC:
Were you ever discouraged during
the years you were training to be a
priest?

Fr. Morgan: 
Sure. Lots of times. My first time
was the day my parents drove
away from St. Greg’ s in
Cincinnati, my first day in the
seminary in September, 1967.
Whew, was I homesick!

Above: Fr. Terry and Bishop John
Snyder at Father’s installation as Rector

of Cathedral of St. Augustine
Right: Terry adn Steve off to school!




