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What’s Happening on August 27?

Blessing for our New School

Lord God Almighty,
in your kindness hear our prayers.

We dedicate this building  to the education of youth,
to the progress of the sciences,

and to learning.
Make it become a center where students and teachers,

imbued with the words of truth,
will search for the wisdom that guides the Christian life

and strive wholeheartedly
to stand by Christ as their teacher,

who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

AMEN

School Dedication
by Cynthia Surles

To the right is the start of the Prayer of Blessing for a new
school. This comes from the Book of Blessings and will be part
of the blessing rite to dedicate the newly renovated school
building. This is an event for which we have all been waiting.
The original one-story building built in 1958, has been
modified to a two-story building, with a beautiful glass front
entrance and some eye-catching sections on the side called
bump-outs. Those extra spaces will be used for storage. The
one-story section in back was also totally gutted and renovated
after classes closed for the summer.

As you come in the main glass front entrance, past the small
lobby area, there is an Art Room on the right followed by two
1st grade classrooms. On the left side, there are three
kindergarten classrooms. Down the hall and across the covered
walkway into the one-story section you will see the two 2nd
grade classrooms on your right and two pre-k classrooms on
your left. Coming back to the two-story section and up the
stairs, you will find the guidance counselor’s office, remedial
reading and Spanish teachers office as well as a third, fourth
and fifth grade classroom on both sides of the hallway. 

Although there are separate bathrooms on each floor, the
pre-k and kindergarten classes will have a small bathroom in
each of their rooms. Parents can feel good knowing their little
ones won’t get lost or confused traveling to the bathroom.
Melissa Kabat, one of two pre-k teachers, says they are
delighted that they will be closer to the main body of the
school. The little ones love watching the older children. 

Each classroom has counter space and room for three
computers. Chalkboards are out, dry-erase marker boards are
in. There is also a ceiling mount in some classes for a TV
monitor to show special programs. The classroom cabinets are
made of birchwood and are beautiful.

Continue on page 31
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The written word remains one
of the most powerful tools we have
as humans. Without it, a lot of what
we know and experience would be
lost.

Through the written word we
share with others what is
happening to us in our lives . . .
whether it be about our recent
vacation, our graduation from our
latest learning center, or our
witnessing (participating in) one of
the Sacraments we are blessed to
have as Catholics. By sharing our
experiences, ideas, and beliefs we
become closer to each other.

The staff of this paper is proud
to be your “Courier” (getting the
news to others). We hope you enjoy
reading about the many

“happenings” that have occurred
within the past few months. We
want to thank those of you who
have been privileged to travel this
year and have shared your
experiences with us. And we want
to thank everyone who took the
time from their busy lives to put
together the many news items we
have contained in this issue.

Everyone is invited to submit
their experiences. Remember, what
seems everyday or mundane to you
may be new and inspiring to others.
Who knows what may come of
your efforts to share with others.
Communicating is one step in
being a friend and bringing a friend
to Christ.

Mosaic of St. Clare and St. Francis
will adorn the outside wall of the new school building

What’s Happening
Welcome: We woud like to welcome the following individuals and

families to Christ the King Community

The Henry Balcer Family
Darin Bickle
The Gregory Branham Family
Jimmy Byars
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Carnes
The Donald LeClerk Family
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Contos
The DeSpain-Cross Family
The Micah Ethridge Family
Teresa Freeman
The John Garcia Family
The Marcel Gatorano Family
Zuleika Gilliam
The Joseph Gruber Family
Linda Holbrook
The Randall Kidd Family
Joseph Kuehl

The Deborah Lynn Family
Mr. & Mrs. Miles MacEachern
The James Massengill Family
The John Michalczyk Family
The Valois Ochoa Family
Mr. & Mrs. Louis O’Neal
Gabrielle Palmer
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Poplardo
Richard Perko
The Rima Ramia Family
Mr. & Mrs. Antonio Tan
The Stephen Trepagnier Family
Gilberta Vidal
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Wilson
The Charles Winkler Family
Mr. & Mrs. Brady Workman
The Stephen Zeiler Family

Baptisms: We would like to announce the following people who
were recently baptized into the Catholic Church

Justin Shepard                     May 6
Thomas Christopher Bobo April 29
Anh Hoang Le                   April 22
Michael Thanh Duong       April 22
Tuan Van Tran                  April 22
Kim Loan Thi Vo              April 22
Madison Brooks Cascone  April 14
Abigail Rose Garcia           May 14
Kirsten Mei Deato TimonesMay 14
Terisa Marie Lytton            May 14
Jairo Hernandez                 May 14
Robin Adrienne Smith         May 21
Jacob Mark Malone           May 28
Mary Jo Medina                  May 28
Marisa Emilia Garcia           May 28
Alyssa Marie Giardina          June 4
Rebecca Elizabeth Berlin     June 11
Valois A. Ochoa Jr.              June 11

Tristan Alexander Stow        May 21
Michael Alan Jenkins         June 18
Diane Le                             June 18
Kathleen McClellan             June 18
Jhaene Garcia                     June 25
Halee Thu Minh Thi NguyenJuly 2
Madison Contos                    July 2
Zara Jump                            July 9
Ashleigh Bateh                    July 13
Nicholas Bateh                    July 13
Joseph Iglesias                     July 15
Conor Driscoll                     July 17
Terry Gilliam, Jr.                 July 16
Kenneth Craig Tew, Jr.         July 23
Jonathan Crowell                 July 23
Daniel F. Bueno                   July 30
Eric D. Bueno                     July 30
Matthew P. Bueno               July 30

Profession of Faith: We would like to welcome all those
who have recently joined the Church.

Jessica Fagan                           April 22
Linda Holbrook                       April 22

Marriages: We would like to acknowledge the following
parishioners who were recently united into the
Sacrament of Marriage.

JDennis Racke and Jennifer Polsenski on June 3
Mark Struhar and Jeanne Purpuri on July 29

Deaths: The following people are recently deceased members
of our parish for whom we offer our special prayers.

Mary Josephine Kingsley   April 29
Joseph Darcy                       May 7
Arthur Aguilar                    May 26
John Morgan                     May 22
Jeffrey Johns                      June 16
Joseph James Rossi             June 18
Michael Rudolph                 June19

Lovella Vogelsang           June 2000
Nellie Bok                            July 5
Edward Gut                          July 4
James Register, Sr.              July 10
Michael Rist                        July 11
Rita Gorsha                         July 19
Mildred Saxe                      July 24
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Father Bob in Hawaii

Polynesain Cultural Center Luau at Polynesian Cultural Center

Father Bob and Jim Marlier in front of Ikloni Palace Byodo-In Temple in Hawaii

by Father Robert McDermott and
Jim Marlier

What an arduous beginning!
We left Jacksonville at 6 a.m. on
the morning of Tuesday, June 9 and
arrived in Atlanta at 7 a.m. where
we picked up another flight at 9
a.m. and arrived in Los Angeles at
11 a.m. At 12:45 p.m. we left on the
same plane and arrived in Kahului
on the island of Maui at 2 p.m.
Hawaiian time. We spent
approximately 14 hours of our
vacation on a plane just to reach our
destination . . . Hawaii. It was
worth it!

For four nights we stayed at a
Whaler Condo at Kaanapali Shores.
Our first day there we made
ourselves comfortable and spent
the rest of our day in orientation.

Because of the time change we
were up bright and early the next
day and took a two hour drive up to
Mt. Haleakala (10,023ft). If you go
at this time of year, its best to take
a sweater as the early morning
temperatures are in the low 40’s.
The road to Haleakala is the
steepest road in the world. On a
clear day you can see 100 miles in
one direction. The Silversword
plant grows on top of Mt.
Haleakala. It’s the only place in the
world you can find it. You can also
find the Nene Bird (Hawaii’s state
bird), the Hawaiian Goose. The
goose is on the very endangered
species list.

If you are a history buff, you
probably know that Mt. Haleakala
is where the original astronaut
training took place. It was chosen
because of its very large moon-like

cinder craters and its rugged
terrain.

We moved on to our next stop,
Iao Needle. A famous battle took
place here which started the
unification of the islands. We
toured the general area including a
couple of old Hawaiian Protestant
churches.

At our next stop we enjoyed a
late lunch at the Maui Tropical
Plantation where we also toured the
grounds seeing many fruit trees and
flowers that are used locally.
Everything was beautiful. The
Jacaranda trees, the Plumaria trees
and the Bougainvillea shrubs were
in bloom while we were there as
well as the orchids, ginger plants
and many others.

Come evening we returned to
the condo and ate a light dinner. We
enjoyed the private beach and
swam in the ocean and the pool.

On our third day we drove on
the road to Hana. This road has
over 600 curves and at least 50
bridges. Although the terrain was
very rugged the scenery was
awesome. We also saw a grove of
elusive Hawaiian Rainbow trees,
named rainbow because of their
multi-colored trunks.

Halfway down the Haleakala
Mountain Road at Puaehu you can
see the Holy Ghost Catholic
Church. It’s the most beautiful
church in the state of Hawaii. It was
built by pilgrims from Portugal in
the early 1800’s. Rebuilding was
done by the Portugese and their
ancestors, members of the same
church, when wear and tear over
the many years of tropical humidity
and winds  made it necessary.

We stopped in Lahaina, the
original whaling village, to shop for
Hawaiian shirts and token gifts.

Our fourth day found us again
traveling along the rugged
northwest shore and town of
Lahaina. The whales still come
there from November through
January to calf. It is an awesome
sight to see these sea giants in their
natural habitat.

By the fifth day we felt we had
recovered enough from the first air
trip to take a small plane from
Kahului Maui to the city of Hilo, on
the big island of Hawaii. Once
there we rented a car and drove up
4,000 feet to see the Kilauea Crater
(an active volcano). We lunched at
the famous Volcano House and had
a marvelous view of the Kilauea
Caldera which is roughly 12 miles
by 14 miles in size. From there we
traveled down the side of the crater
toward the ocean. About halfway
down, we started something called
switchbacking down a 2,000 foot
cliff. Switchbacking is when you
travel from left to right and back
again down the cliff rather than
straight down. 

We stopped to see the Thurston
Lava Tube. It is a 750-800 foot
long, 12-14 feet wide and 15 foot
high walk-through tunnel – it’s an
awesome natural phenomenon!
When the volcano erupted and the
lava spued down its side it was
cooled slowly to a rolling state and
hardened into a tunnel.

From there we continued back
to Hilo and made a visit to the
Macadamia Nut Plantation (mm’m
good!). We then caught a flight to
Honolulu and arrived at a hotel in
Waikiki about 10:30 p.m. What a
long but interesting day!

The next day (our sixth) we
went to the Pearl Harbor Memorial.
The presentation of this historic
sight was very emotional (a lot of
people cried during it). We toured
the Arizona where over 1,000 men
are entombed. It is interesting to
note that at least one of our
parishioners is a survivor from one
of the battleships sunk at its berth
on Ford Island.

Then we moved on to the Dole
Pineapple Plantation and had lunch.
Fresh Hawaiian pineapples are the
best in the world. Here, in Florida,
they were originally called “Pines”.

Replete and energized we
moved north of Oahu to the
Tsunami Pipeline shore. The waves
were awe inspiring but not their
largest at this time of year. We
continued along between
mountains and shores to the
Byodo-In Temple and cemetery.
The temple is a duplicate of one of
the most revered temples in Japan.
Fernando Marcos, ex-president of
the Philippines, was interred here
many years until his recent transfer
to the Philippines.

Dinner was taken at a Japanese
roadside cookery. We indulged in
eating a scrumptious meal of Huge
Pond-Raised shrimp (about 5-6
inches long) and rice cooked with
Japanese spices. The cutlery was
paper and plastic, but I would
recommend that you not miss the
wonderful food you find there just
because of its informal atmosphere.

Mother’s Day, 2000 found us at
the 10 a.m. Mass at St. Augustine
Church in the Waikiki Beach area.
This is a beautiful church made
even more beautiful by the added
influence of Hawaiian music used
in  the  service.  During  the  Mass

(continued on page 10)



Page 4 Christ the King Courier August, 2000

A Promise Kept
Reprint of a Pastoral Letter written for Father’s Day, June 18, 2000, by
Father Terrence Morgan, Pastor of the Cathedral Basilica of St.
Augustine.
Dear Friends:

Greetings to you this morning
from County Mayo in the West of
Ireland. This is the county that took
the potato famine the hardest a
century ago: 40 percent of its
residents died, 40 percent of its
residents headed to America and a
healthy future. To this day, the Irish
always finish the nomenclature
County Mayo with the almost
muttered tag, “God help us.” 

It is a rough land, whose main
features are peat bogs and fields
that grow rocks. (Really! Every
year the winter cold in the ground
forces up new rocks to the

ploughing level. And these are not
pebbles; many are as big as
bowling balls!)

This is also a beautiful land,
especially the coastline facing the
Atlantic. They say that from the
cliffs near Belmullet, the
westernmost site in Mayo (and
therefore in all of Europe), if it is a
moonless night, and you look
carefully enough, you can see the
lights of Boston. 

But my destination this week is
the more rugged, plain terrain
twenty miles east of Belmullet; a
little crook in the road named
Barosky, a farm (to be charitable)
of my cousin, Tom Clark. 

Jane and John Morgan presenting a chalice to their son, Father
Terry in 1976

It was on this land that my
dad’s mom, Catherine Monaghan,
was born. The Monaghans have
lived on these plain acres for the
last 700 years. 

Grandma’s house is only stone
on stone these last sixty or seventy
years, but it is roots for me, and
surely for my dad. The first time we
laid eyes on this land, way back in
1973, we were both moved to
silence (my mom still tells of that
astonishing and very rare moment
in the Morgan history).

On this Father’s Day, I am
moved to tears. And tender
memories. And great laughs. For I
am fulfilling a promise I made to
my dad, lo, 26 years ago. 

“Bury me here,” he said, “or as
close as the law will allow.”  

“Yeah, Dad,” I said in the
smarty-aleck way in which twenty-
four-year olds pay deference to
their elders. 

But here I am, proudly
returning this good Irishman to the

soil made holy by centuries of
decent, struggling Irish folk...and
by the mortal remains of John
Anthony Morgan.

If you are a kid, give your old
man an extra hug and a kiss on this
wonderful day. If you are adult
children, think about making the
rest of the year a Father’s Day for
the old guy. 

And if Father’s Day may be a
little rough for you because your
dad has been gone for a year, five
years, a score of years, may I warm
this day for you with this wonderful
Irish Blessing: 

May the road rise to meet you.
May the wind be ever at your back.
May the rains fall softly on your
fields, and may the sun shine
warmly on your face. And until you
meet your precious dad again, may
God hold you in the palm of His
hand.

Love,
Father Morgan

Vespers
by A.A. Milne

Little Boy knees at the foot of the bed,
Droops on the little hands little gold head.

Hush! Hush! Whisper who dares!
Christopher Robin is saying his prayers.

God Bless Mummy. I know that’s right.
Wasn’t it fun in the bath tonight?

The cold’s so cold, and hot’s so hot.
Oh! God bless Daddy - I quite forgot.

If I open my fingers a little bit more.
I can see Nanny’s dressing gown on the door.

It’s a beautiful blue, but it hasn’t a hood.
Oh! God bless Nanny and make her good.

Mine has a hood, and I lie in bed,
And pull the hood right over my head,

And I shut my eyes, and I curl up small,
And nobody knows that I’m there at all.

Oh! Thank you, God, for a lovely day.
And what was the other I had to say?

I said, “Bless, Daddy,” so what can it be?
Oh! Now I remember. God bless me.

Little Boy kneels at the foot of the bed,
Droops on the little hands little gold head.

Hush! Hush! Whisper who dares!
Christopher Robin is saying his prayers.

- submitted by Mickey Kenny-

Baptism, Brunch,
and a

Benevolent Bishop

Father Samuel, a Benictine priest assisting in the ceremony,
Bishop Baker, Leslie Guzzone holding Ben III and Ben Guzzone, Jr.

by Lucille Guzzone

The morning of April 8, 2000,
was sunny, breezy, and comfortably
cool. Downtown Charleston, South
Carolina, was already alive with
tourists. In the middle of it all stood
the stately and majestic Cathedral
of Saint John the Baptist. It was in
this setting and at 10 a.m. that
Benjamin Guzzone, III, was
baptized.

My son and daughter-in-law
were married by Bishop Robert
Baker when he was the pastor of
Christ the King Church. They
always wanted to have their first
child baptized by the priest who
married them. Ordinarily this
would not present a problem, but in
this case, that parish priest had
become a bishop. So, after
contemplating the situation for a
few days, they decided to contact
his office with the faint hope that in
the midst of his busy schedule, he
would find time to do it. 

Within a couple of days the
bishop’s assistant called back with
an affirmative reply. The parents
were delighted. So, along with
godparents, grandparents, uncles,
aunts and cousins, the family made
the four-hour trip to Charleston.

After the ceremony, and a
guided tour of the church, Bishop
Baker treated the family to a
delicious brunch in his residence.

Intelligence, leadership skills,
responsibility, and reverence are
some of the qualities that make a
successful bishop. Certainly
Bishop Baker possesses these
virtues. However, kindness,
gentleness, and generosity are part
of this holy man’s nature, as well.
The administering of the
Sacrament of Baptism is a
memorable event, but through the
words and by the hands of a
benevolent priest such as he is, the
occasion became even more
blessed.
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A Man of Many Hats
by Lucille Guzzone

Subdeacon Eli Shami is known
for his active dedication and on-
going contributions to Christ the
King parish. He learned
responsibility at an early age. He
was always determined to become
a priest, so as a boy, he entered the
seminary in Bethlehem. After five
years, he had to leave it to help his
parents and ten younger brothers
and sisters after the war.

These responsibilities at home
did not deter him from his love of
the Church. He continued to make
his spiritual life a priority. After
immigrating to the United States,
he was invited to join the Melkite
Church. He felt comfortable there
because many of the parishioners
were of Lebanese and Syrian
decent.

Shortly after becoming a
member of the congregation, he
spotted a beautiful girl in the choir.
He was immediately attracted to
her and, since he had a lovely voice
of his own, he joined the choir, got
to know her better, and a little while
later, made her his bride. He and his
wife, Diane, have been married

now for forty-one years and are still
singing in the choir, this time at
Christ the King.

Since coming to Christ the
King 26 years ago, Subdeacon Eli
has witnessed many changes. He
has worked under four pastors:
Monsignors Lenihan and Danaher
and Fathers Baker and McDermott.
He was one of the first Eucharistic
ministers, a tradition established
here by Monsignor Lenihan. He
took on many responsibilities under
Monsignor Danaher’s leadership.

Monsignor  appointed Eli
director of the CCD program and
he took charge of the rental of the
Shirley David Hall and the large
hall. He was a Bingo caller and
remembers frying the most
‘delicious’ fish for Monsignor
Danaher and friends.

Amidst all this activity, Eli’s
main goal has always been to serve
the Church in a spiritual way. It is
common knowledge that a Latin
Rite priest must take the oath of
celibacy. Eastern Rite priests may
marry if they live in the Mideast as
in the case of Maronites living in
Lebanon. However, these priests
are not allowed to marry if they live

in the United States. So, as a
member of the Maronite Rite, Eli
may not become a priest in the full
sense of the word. even though he
has completed his studies as a
subdeacon and is now pursuing his
ultimate objective of becoming a
permanent deacon.

Eli’s determination is ceaseless.
As a Christ the King parishioner he
actively contributed to many
improvements over the years. As a
leader of one of Jacksonville’s
Eastern Rite churches, he is
involved in the construction of
Saint Maron’s Maronite Catholic

Church which will be built on
Bowden Road in the near future.

Subdeacon Eli Shami’s genes
and hardy stock prove that he is
indeed a doer. His deceased parents
headed a family of eleven children
and 41 great grandchildren. He and
his wife boast four children and
seven grandchildren of their own.
He is a delightful man whose
Mediterranean blood is reflected in
an infectious smile, a passion to
feel for others, and a determined
goal to serve Christ and His Church
to the best of his ability. He is truly
a man of many hats! 

EVES AND E’ENS
HALLOW

AND
OTHERWISE

Why do we talk of Vigils and Eves?

by Fr. Brian Carey, C.S.Sp.

The answer goes back to the
Jewish practice of observing the
start of a new day at sundown. This
in turn relates to the story of
creation in the first chapter of
Genesis. Here you will notice that
it says, “Evening came, Morning
came, the first day” etc. So the
Biblical Day begins traditionally at
sunset.

Since Christianity came out of
Jewish religion and practice, we
have come to follow this practice at
least to some extent. This is how
we come to have a Sunday Mass on
Saturday evening, which we call a
Vigil Mass. We also refer to the
Easter Vigil, which begins the
celebration of Easter Sunday on
Holy Saturday evening. We also
have Christmas Eve, the Vigil of
Pentecost, which means the
Evening of Christmas etc.

In October we celebrate
“Hallow E’en,” which means the
Evening of All Saints, formerly
called All Hallows. “Hallow”
means “Holy,” as in “Hallowed be
thy Name.”

Halloween, as it is spelled
nowadays, is meant to be an
evening of dressing up and
rejoicing, because it is believed that
at this time God releases many
souls from Purgatory to join all the
Saints in Heaven.

The association of ghosties and
ghoulies with this time is said to
have originated in an old pagan
celebration called Samhain held at
this time of the year.  As the days
darkened in late fall with the
approach of winter it was believed
that the creatures of darkness and
the night came out to do their evil
deeds. Seeing we Christians
believe that Christ our Light has
overcome the powers of darkness,
some think it is dangerous and
inappropriate for our children to
dress up in costumes depicting
ghosts and ghoulies and maybe
worse. Some think of it as just
being fun or playful. What do you
think?

Will you come to Mass to
celebrate for all those who have
been saved by Christ?

Men’s Ministry Update

Ministry of the Brothers
of St. Joseph

by Isabelle Fusco

Coming Soon! The first workshop
for the Ministry of St. Joseph!
Keep your eye on our parish
bulletin for the date and time.
Michael Green, president of the
Men’s Club at St. Joseph’s

Catholic Church, will be our first
guest speaker. He will present us
with valuable information
regarding the successful men’s
ministry in his parish.
Come, one and all . . .men of all
ages, regardless of status, are
invited to attend this workshop. 
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A Man - A Family - A Church - A Country
Founding Member of Christ

The King, John Anthony Morgan
–1921/2000

John Anthony Morgan, 78,
passed away May 22, 2000. He was
born in Pittsburgh, PA and had
resided in Jacksonville for 47
years. Mr. Morgan, a telephone
engineer, retired from Southern
Bell Telephone Company (Bell
South) in 1983 after 38 years of
service. He was a founding member
of Christ the King Catholic Church
where he was active as a Lector
and Eucharistic Minister before his
illness; a WWII veteran of the U.S.
Army Air Corps serving in the 96th
Bomb Group, and a lifelong friend
of the Sisters of St. Joseph. The
article below was written in
remembrance of John Anthony
Morgan by a dear friend.

by Vern Duncan

The USA is a great country
because of its people, but not great
because of a large mass of people.
It is exceptional because of a
multitude of individuals who were
not satisfied to just get by but were
willing to do more than expected.

This article is about one of
those individuals who was recently
summoned to report to his Creator
in regard to his stewardship of his
life. John Anthony
Morgan–1921/2000.

John was a member of Christ
the King Catholic Church from day
one.  He was an active contributor

to its success until he was unable to
do more due to failing health.

In early 1954 there was only
one Catholic church on the
southside of the St. Johns River. It
was the Church of the Assumption,
a fairly small frame church on Gary
Street, which was bursting at the
seams. Every Mass was a standing
room filled congregation. So a new
church was established–Christ the
King Catholic Church. Father W.
Thomas Larkin was its founding
pastor. Encompassed in the new
parish was Glynlea Park with its
Nightingale Road. Some of the
residents were John and Jane
Morgan and family (Linda, Terry,
Steve and Tim) as well as their
neighbors the Duncans, the
McCarthys, the Wittmans, the
Hagans and the Longs. Around the
corner were the O’Connells and the
Conners.

It has been my privilege to have
known and worked with John in all
of the activities at Christ the King
for all of these 46 years. We even
had a neighborhood Christ the King
golf foursome of Bill Wittman,
Larry Hennessy, John and myself,
with many enjoyable and
sometimes contentious rounds.
John loved the game and was a real
competitor. He maintained his
interest in golf all of his life, and in
later years he and Jane enjoyed lots
of golf together (even when his
health made it difficult for him to
play).

I was looking back at some of
my old papers and came across the
first issue of our Parish bulletin
dated November, 1966. This issue
pictured the very first Parish
Council with Jack Heater as
President and John Morgan as Vice
President.

Father Larkin pointed out that
this new council was in response to
Pope Paul VI’s newly issued decree
on “The Apostolate of Laity”. This
opened up a whole new era in the
Catholic church for lay people. The
Parish Council was the humble
beginning to what is now a listing
in our parish bulletin of over 30
ministries of laity.

One of the first projects was to
determine how many Catholics
were within the boundaries of the
parish, which meant calling on all
households. I can recall working
with John as one of the two-man
teams for this task. This took up
many, many evenings. He was ever
ready for needed call backs.

The next logical step was fund
raising, and John was one of the
leaders in contacting parishioners
for pledges to the many building
drives. He was one of the very first
Eucharistic ministers and was one
of the first Lectors.

John accepted the responsibility
for training and directing the altar
boys and remained in that capacity
for many years. During his tenure
there was always a large

complement of well-trained, active,
enthusiastic altar servers.

In this issue of the Courier,
Father Terry Morgan indicates what
an honor it was to serve as an altar
boy and this helped him in his
desire to pursue a vocation. In a
prayer for vocations one of the
petitions was:

Lord, reveal to their parents the
incomparable gift of their own sons
and daughters that they would
make to You, and grant them
strength to overcome opposing
interests and affections.

John and Jane took this to heart
as they supported and encouraged
son Terry in his desire to become a
priest.

John served in the air force
during World War II as a radioman,
and participated in 36 missions
over the combat zone in Europe.

He was an Irishman first, last
and always. He said there are only
two kinds of people–those who are
Irish and those who wish they were
Irish. The flag of Ireland flies
proudly in the Morgan yard.

John Anthony Morgan has
answered the summons of his
Creator and now rests peacefully in
his beloved Ireland, where his
mother was born. He was
accompanied lovingly to his final
resting place by Terry, Linda, and
her children.

JOHN WAS READY. 

Founding Members of Christ the King Church, John and Jane Morgan

Brandon Ghioto

Enters
Benedictine
Monastery
in St. Benedict,
Louisiana

One of our own, Brandon
Ghioto, began his novitiate year
last July at the Benedictine
Monastery in St. Benedict,
Louisiana, near the city of
Covington.

Brandon transferred to Christ
the King Catholic School in the 4th
grade and went on to graduate from
Bishop Kenny High School. He is a
graduate of the Loyola University
School of Music.

Brandon is also a music
composer. He hopes to use his
musical talents to write liturgical
music. Brandon used his talent to
write the Communion meditation

for  a violin  played by seminarian
Alberto Esposito at Father Tim
Cusick’s ordination to the
priesthood earlier this year at the
Cathedral-Basilica in St.
Augustine.

Jeanette and Phillip smile
broadly when speaking of their
son’s accomplishments. She uses
her talents as Director of
Development and Community
Relations for the Jacksonville
Regional Office of Catholic
Charities Bureau in Jacksonville.
Phillip has retired from AT&T
where he worked as
Communications Manager.

Congratulations to our two Holy Ghost Fathers who celebrated their ordination
anniversaries — Father Tom has served 45 years in the priesthood as of July 3rd

and Father Brian 42 years in the priesthood as of July 13th
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Oh dear... We goofed!
In the May 2000 issue of Christ the King Courier the interview with Father Terrence Morgan
was printed out of sequence. The Courier regrets the error and has printed the interview
again in its correct sequence. One can never have too much of Father Terry Morgan.
One of our very own:

Father Terrence Morgan
Interview with Father Terry
Morgan, Pastor of The Cathedral
Basilica in Saint Augustine. 

CTKC:
Father, when did you attend Christ
the King School?

Fr. Morgan: 
From 1955-1963. I was in the

first class that ever did all eight
grades at Christ the King. We
started in September in classrooms
in downtown Jacksonville, until
our own school building (the two
story “old” school) could be
finished. 

When we opened up the big
building, the parish church was the
ground floor, and Christ the King
School was on the second floor. So,
I received my first Holy
Communion on the first floor of the
school building. Shirley David Hall
was our “new” church: that’s where
I was confirmed in 1961 and said
my first Mass on July 11, 1976.

CTKC:
Did you think about becoming a
priest when you were in elementary
school? Were you an altar server?

Fr. Morgan: 
Sure, I did, and sure I was! Our

pastor, Father Larkin (now retired
Bishop of St. Petersburg), seemed
like such a cool guy, really happy,
and doing good things for people.
He frequently asked us to think
about if Christ was calling us to be
a priest. 

He asked me personally on
more than one occasion. And... (a
little confession here) I distinctly
remember “saying Mass” in my
friend Jerry Weedon’s mom’s
laundry room: throw a big towel
over the shoulders, turn the
washing machine into the altar, and
say all the prayers. Jerry (now an
attorney) and I took turns “being
the priest;” the other got to be the
server. 

I served Mass from the time I
was in third grade. I always thought
it was a great honor. And it was
kind of neat being up there with a
team of servers (sometimes ten to a
team, for daily Mass!). A good deal
of my vocation came from the
years of getting up for the 6:30
Mass. 

CTKC:
What seminary did you attend?

Fr. Morgan: 
After high school in 1967 I

went to “minor seminary” for my
first two years of college, at St.
Gregory Seminary, a.k.a. the lower
division of the Athenaeum of Ohio,
in Cincinnati.

I had a great opportunity in
1969: room, board, books, tuition,
even a little stipend in a prestigious
fellowship at the Catholic

University of America, in
Washington, D.C. The Basselin
Foundation fellowship was an
intense major in philosophy, with a
pretty daggum intense minor in
speech and drama. 

I got my B.A. from Catholic U
in 1971, and my Masters the next
year. I consider my Washington
days two educations: the excellent
schooling at CUA, and being in
Washington, with its cultural life
and political excitement. I loved it! 

I filed daily radio stories as
“Washington Correspondent” for
the “Florida Broadcasting
Network” (talking on the dorm
basement phone at five in the
morning, with a lot of  rewrites of
Washington Post articles!). I was
there during the excitement of the
Vietnam era. I still make it back to
Washington once a year for school
or a meeting or just a visit: it is one
of “my towns.”

I finished up in Rome, living at
the North American College and
getting my degree from the big
Jesuit school there (the Pontifical
Gregorian University). I got an
“STB” – basic, basic theology — in
1975. 

Then I went across the street to
the Jesuits’ Pontifical Biblical
Institute, where I worked on a
theology “licentiate” — more than
a masters, but less than a full
doctorate — in 1975-1976. (I was
taken out of the two-year licentiate
program so that I could be ordained
in 1976 and fill a needed vacancy
that year). I did the final year of the
licentiate, granted by the Gregorian
University, in 1981-1982.

CTKC:
Were you ever discouraged during
the years you were training to be a
priest?

Fr. Morgan: 
Sure. Lots of times. My first

time was the day my parents drove
away from St. Greg’ s in
Cincinnati, my first day in the
seminary in September, 1967.
Whew, was I homesick!

Then, after I got to know some
guys from other dioceses real well,
and got settled with the idea that it
would be great being a priest
knowing that these guys were
priest-friends all over the country,
some of these great-future-priest-
friends left the seminary. Not the
goonies, you understand. But the
solid guys (they were my friends,
after all!) It got me to wondering
about my own vocation.

Then, in Washington, in that
“top flight” program, I was sure I
had bluffed myself into a program
that was way, way over my head.
But I discovered that the other
Basselin Fellows were also

bluffing, and barely treading water
like me! 

I loved Rome, I really did, but I
tell you this: that first day,
September 1, 1972, agog with
jetlag, on a hot day, not knowing a
soul, five thousand miles away
from my mom and dad and some
very close personal friends, I was
soooo close to not even opening my
little green steamer trunk, and just
getting back to America on the next
flight out.

But God kept locking the doors
on me! And I’m so thankful He did.
After all, He didn’t promise us a
rose garden, whether we are lay
people or college kids or
seminarians. He promised he would
be with us. And, in retrospect, He
sure was, every step of the way!

CTKC:
Do you have any advice to young
boys who may the thinking about
trying-out to be a priest?

Fr. Morgan: 
I don’t know that I would word

it “trying out to be a priest.” That
makes it sound like you are trying
out for a team. Or a play. Instead, I
would say this: 

“God is calling you — you —
to something. He may be calling
you to be a good dad. He may be
calling you to heal people in
medicine. He may be calling you to
be a teacher. And, there is a good
chance that He may very well be
calling you to be a priest.”

He has always called priests, in
every age of the Church. And every
priest — I mean every priest that I
have known personally or whose
life I have read, including the Pope
— has said, early on, “Nah, God

could never be calling me to be a
priest. I’m not that smart. I’m not
that holy.”

Hey, I like girls!  I’m not that
holy, or smart, and I liked girls
(and, as many of your CTK mamas
and Bishop Kenny mamas will
confess, girls liked me. It’s so hard
to be humble when you’re so
handsome!).

Whatever God calls you to will
stretch you, beyond your smarts
and beyond the limits of your heart.
Whatever God calls you to will
require sacrifice (ask your moms
and dads about that). Remember,
it’s not really “trying out,” for some
sort of team you are attracted to.
It’s allowing God to use you
“where you fit” in His Church. And
you may well just “fit” as a priest.

If you’ve had the slightest
inkling that God is calling you to
priesthood, share that with an adult
you trust. Maybe you’re just
dreaming and idealizing. (The life
of a priest is a cool life, after all,
and I wouldn’t trade it for any other
life in the world.) But chances are
that you might be on to something.

Stay close to the practice of the
faith, and maybe get to know one of
your parish priests. For goodness
sake, pray that you can hear His
call clearly — whatever that call
may be — and that you can follow
through on answering His call
bravely.

Never stop praying. And know
that there is a universe of people
you can’t even imagine praying
with you and for you — myself
included — that you’ll hear God’s
call more clearly and follow Him
more nearly. 

Father Terry with Bishop John Snyder at the installation of Father
Terry as Rector of Cathedral of St. Augustine
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PRISONERS OF CHRIST

by Ray Walker

Prisoners of Christ is a prison
ministry that assists men coming
out of prisons like Union
Correctional Institute (Raiford),
back into society and a productive,
and hopefully, happy life. Ken

Cooper, the Executive Director of
the ministry, chose the name in
July, 1989 from Ephesians,
chapters 3 and 4 where Paul calls
himself a “prisoner of Christ.”

The logo of the ministry
contains the scriptural message
from Isaiah 9:2, “The people that

walked in darkness have seen a
great light.” This is most certainly a
Christian ministry, although they
regularly serve and help those who
are now followers of Christ.
Everyone coming out of prison has
walked in darkness, to a greater or
lesser degree, and everyone who
comes out of Prisoners of Christ
has been introduced or re-
introduced to the Light of the Lord.

This year (2000) is the 10th
anniversary of the official
formation of Prisoners of Christ
(POC), during which time 1,000
men have been assisted by the
ministry. Of this number, over 900
are still on the street, working and
paying taxes, going to the churches
of their choice, and raising
families. The POC recidivist rate
(the number returning to prison) is
only 6-7 percent as compared to
that of the general prison
population of over 50 percent. The
majority of men who come to be
helped are from this area, and it is
estimated that just in 1999 alone,
taxpayers were saved $47 million
as a direct result of POC’s work.
These taxpayers are you and me,
not someone in another state or
1,000 miles away.

Currently, Prisoners of Christ
has three transition houses where
the men stay, fully supervised for
six to eight weeks. During this
period they get clothes, a job,
receive any special help or
counseling (for drug or alcohol
addiction), are encouraged to attend
a church of their choice on a regular
basis, and are prepared for the next,
giant step—to go out into society
on their own. 

No one is forced to take this
step until they are ready. A number
stay and work as virtual volunteers
for six months or a year. There is
also an eight-unit apartment
building where those who choose
can find lodging for $200 a month.
All of these buildings have been
given to the ministry, but more are
sorely needed.

Because of the outstanding
success of Prisoners of Christ, the
Florida Department of Corrections
began paying $10 per day for each
man in the transition houses. This
incentive began on January 13,
2000. Apart from this help, all
others funds are raised as private
donations and grants. Once a year,
a Crime Prevention Prayer
Breakfast is held, and is supported
by many private individuals,
corporations and churches. Our
Catholic Churches in the Diocese
of St. Augustine have been leaders
in this area from the breakfast’s
inception, led by the commitment
and generosity of Bishop John
Snyder. The Board of Directors of
Prisoners of Christ reads like a
‘Who’s Who’ of corporate and civic
leaders in our area, while law
enforcement people are soundly
supportive.

During the four-and-one-half
years that ministry founder and
Director, Ken Cooper, was in UCI
at Raiford, he met Father Bob
McDermott, now pastor of Christ
the King Church. At a crucial
moment in Ken’s life when he was
trying to turn it around, he and
Father Bob became close friends.
The friendship continues to this
day. Although Cooper is a Baptist
preacher, he has often said that he
“went to confession” to Father Bob
during a Kairos prison retreat and
was greatly helped. This Fall, Ken
Cooper will be officially ordained
into the Baptist Church and has
already been assured that his friend
and mentor, Father Bob, will be
right there in attendance.

There are many different prison
ministries, but Florida State and
other Federal corrections leaders
are fast coming to the conclusion
that only faith-based ministries
really work (the primary reason for
the recent $10 per diem payment
POC is receiving). Prisoners of
Christ is most soundly faith-based
and definitely works. Many people
who have walked in darkness have,
indeed, seen a great light, and the
Lord, who is the Light, continues to
burn brighter with every passing
year. 

by Dolores Bianco

Many Jacksonville residents
remember the excitement which
Artis Gilmore and his Jacksonville
University Basketball teammates
created in reaching the National
Championship finals in 1971. Since
that time Gilmore’s name has been
linked to winning teams throughout
the country: Kentucky Colonels,
Chicago Bulls, San Antonio Spurs,
and Boston Celtics. Among the
titles he accrued, one remains: he is
listed in the Guinness World Book
of Records as holding the best field
goal percentage in the history of the
National Basketball Association.

This recipient of an Honorary
Doctorate from Jacksonville
University is currently President of
Gilmore-Wimberly and Associates,
Inc., an Insurance Adjusting Firm
in Jacksonville. His community
involvement includes the Artis
Gilmore Scholarship Fund
(founder); Board of Directors
member for Otis Smith Foundation,
Save the Children, and Hospice
Golf Classic; supporter of Project
Learning To Read, Boys Club, and
several others.

L’Arche Harbor House is
blessed in having him serve as an
Honorary Chairperson for the
Eleventh Annual Charity Golf
Classic. Thank you, Artis.

Artis Gilmore Joins
Mary Baer and Sam Kouvaris

in Support of L’Arche Harbor House Golf Classic

Father Bob McDermott with Ken Cooper at the
Victims Rights luncheon in the Radisson Hotel

Monsignor Danaher reaching out to shake Ken Cooper’s hand
while Ray Walker looks on
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by Frank Becht

Helene McCall Meyer is an
original member of Christ the King
Church, her mother, Helene
McCall, being a member of the
well known Danese family of
Mandarin.  Living next door to the
first rectory on Mickler Road
proved to be an experience that she
will not forget. She was seven years
old when her family moved into the
parish, leaving Assumption Church
where she attended Immaculate
Conception School downtown.
Beginning as a fourth grader, she
graduated from Christ the King and
continued in Bishop Kenny, where
she graduated as did her children.

Helene was married almost 25
years to Dick Meyer, whom we
remember well for his very mellow
singing voice as a choir member
and cantor. Unfortunately, Dick
passed away November 1, 1996.

She also has twin twenty-one
year old daughters, Beth and Traci,
who still live at home. Beth works
for Southwest Airlines and Traci is
going to FCCJ and is working at
Wolfson Children’s Hospital.

Helene has a very responsible
position as Human Resources
Manager at the Jacksonville Port
Authority where she has worked
since 1988. In this position, she is
involved in union negotiations as
well as development of many

programs such as performance
development systems, a new
Internet, and reward and
recognition programs. She is
obviously a dynamic business
executive!

She is also a dynamic and
hardworking member of Christ the
King Church, where she serves as a
Eucharistic Minister, A Core
Member for Life Teen and a
facilitator of a small group. In
addition, she has served on the
Service Hours Committee, the Altar
Society, a co-chairwoman of the
Christ the King School bazaar for
three years and was President of the
Home and School Council.

In the community, she is on the
Allocation Committee for Children
with Disabilities and Special
Needs, a member of the Society for
Human Resource Management, a
member of the Jacksonville
Compensation Association and the
Wellness Council of Jacksonville.

Why Small Group? As she puts
it, “I have had an incredible
experience in my own small group
and I want others to have the same
opportunity.”

Helene has graduated from the
Ministry Formation Program, a
Diocesan sponsored course, which
takes three years to complete and
“grounds” you in the teachings of
the Catholic faith. One of the
requirements is to develop a parish

ministry. She has chosen Faith
Sharing Small Groups which she
calls “Small Groups.”

There are several active small
groups in Christ the King but the
number has continued to decrease
since the end of the Renew
program in the late 1980’s. So
developing Small Group in the
parish is a noble undertaking.

Our Pastor, Father Robert
McDermott, delivered a homily on
Pentecost Sunday about the need
for developing “Community” in

our lives. Small Group offers an
excellent opportunity for faith
sharing and developing caring
relationships with others, in
addition to learning about our faith.

As the Advent season
approaches, Helene Meyer will be
trying to make us more aware of
this very worthwhile program in
our spiritual lives. She will be
seeking new facilitators and
forming new groups. Everyone is
welcome and urged to be a part of
the program. Let’s get behind
Helene! 

Meet Our New Small
Group Director

Facing the Fear
by Ann Semper

Each year at Christ the King,
we are asked to sign up to
volunteer for various ministries as
part of our stewardship - to share
our time and talent with others. As
I went down the list of those
ministries which I am already
involved in, I came to, “I.M.
Sulzbacher Center for the
Homeless”. I decided to sign up to
help feed the homeless at the
shelter.

During the Christmas season,
the I.M. Sulzbacher Center for the
Homeless was selling “One Good
Night of Shelter” gift cards. The
cost of one gift card would pay for
one night of shelter and food for a
homeless person. I purchased
several of these cards as Christmas
gifts, donating them in honor of the
person receiving the gift. I felt
really good doing this – something
that I felt was to benefit those in
need during this season of giving.

During our monthly meeting of
St. Roberts Circle, Donnell Baer
mentioned that she needed to put
together the group to volunteer to
serve dinner at the I.M. Sulzbacher
Center for April. Reluctantly, I
signed up and was put on the list. In
the past, I had always hesitated  to
volunteer to work with this
ministry – and until recently, never
cared to admit why I had not. Time
was always a reasonable excuse.
Between work and my daughter’s
extra-curricular activities, time was
always short. But the truth of the
matter was that it was “fear” – fear
of the unknown, fear of what my
reaction might be to such a

situation, fear of how I might react
in an environment that I had never
been exposed to before. Working
downtown, I am exposed to
homelessness on a daily basis, but
not actually working in a shelter
with homeless families.

My volunteer day came on
Tuesday during Holy Week. As a
Christian, I truly look forward to
Holy Week as a time to strengthen
my faith and for spiritual renewal.
Little did I know that Tuesday
would make such an impact on me
– especially during Holy Week. My
daughter, Jennifer, and I were
asked to be at the Sulzbacher
Center at 5:30 PM.

I have to be honest – my fear
began to mount as we arrived at the
center. What would I come face to
face with? Would I be the right
person to do this? Would I feel
myself better than those I was
serving?

Dinner was running late, so a
small group of volunteers were
given a tour of the facility. I was
amazed at the programs the center
provides, as well as the facility
itself.  For those of us who have
lived in Jacksonville for many
years, you may recall the locally
based Jax Liquors. The Sulzbacher
Center is based in the old Jax
Liquors’ warehouse located on
Monroe Street downtown at the
foot of the Hart Bridge. There are
full service health care and dental
clinics. There is a men’s pavilion, a
women’s pavilion, a family center
including an after school care
center for the children as well as
counselors and employment
services.

(continued on page 17)

The
Widows/Widowers

Ministry
by Isabelle Fusco

The Widows/Widowers
Ministry has a lot of love to share
with others.  Support is there for
those who have suffered the death
of a spouse, and it needn’t be a
recent loss.

We gather on a regular basis to
share something of ourselves while
forming lasting friendships. Each
month we either meet at the rectory

or go out to lunch. Dining with
friends is always a delightful and
gratifying event. Two to three times
a year we take time out to reflect on
our lives and on God’s word. Our
Day of Reflection is a time to
nourish the soul as well as the
heart.

Watch our Church bulletins for
our next Day of Reflection. If you
have any question, please call
Isabelle at 724-5186. 

by Monica Crisp

General Mills, the company
that makes Cheerios, Wheaties,
Lucky Charms and Total, has a way
of helping schools.

The box tops off the cereal and
other products, like Go-gurt yogurt,
and Yoplait yogurt and Lloyds
BBQ products, are worth between
10 and 15 cents.

Last year the school collected
and sent in 916 box tops for a total
of $123.60. This year (1999-2000)

we collected and sent in 1,837 box
tops for a total of $229.75.

There are schools in this
country that get back the maximum
of $10,000. It would be wonderful
if our school could get a check for
that amount.

Please take the time, if you
haven’t already, to buy the
products, remove and send the box
tops to the school or rectory, and
maybe next year we can be
awarded a bigger check!

Thanks to all who have helped
through their participation.

Save those
Box Tops     
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(continued from page 3) 

Hawaii

there was a procession to the Holy
Mother Shrine where many
gorgeous bouquets of flowers were
laid at her feet. It was one of the
highlights of our vacation.

Right next door to this church is
the Father Damien Museum. Father
Damien, who died of Hanson’s
disease, is now Blessed. He is
known for his work with the lepers.
Leprosy victims, when located,
were all taken to the island of
Molokai as the disease is highly
contagious. Because of the
contagious transmission from one
person to another, the whaling ship
masters were forced to do this
undesirable and fearful job. The
ship masters would receive no vital
supplies to continue back to their
home ports if they refused to do this
service.

Our seventh afternoon was
spent on the beach, relaxing and
surfing to our heart’s content.
During the evening we shopped at
the International Bazaar and ate
dinner at a local Jack in the Box (a
favorite  of Father Bob’s).

We met some friends on our
eighth day and spent the entire day
and evening at the Polynesian
Cultural Center. The history of the
island is acted out with people in
native dress from noon to 10 p.m.
This drama is fantastic. The
dancing and the music sounds like
it came out of the James Michener
novel, Hawaii. This beautiful day
came to an end with a grand finale
that rivals any at Disney World. 

Our ninth day was another busy
day. We toured the USS Missouri
on which the Japanese surrendered

in Tokyo Bay in September 1945.
Some of our Christ the King
parishioners also witnessed this
historic event. 

We visited the cemetery of the
Pacific called the Punchbowl. This
is an extinct volcano on Oahu that
contains the National Memorial
Cemetery where 1000’s of
American servicemen killed in
World War II and Korea are laid  to
rest.

From there we went on to
Diamond Head, shopped at a huge
mall and toured the State of Hawaii
Legislative Building and the
Supreme Court Building where
Father Bob took charge when he
found one of the justices’ robes and
put it on and sat on the bench. Then
he said, “ After being on the other
side of the bench many times, it
was interesting to be seated behind
the bench. It brought back many
memories of my days as a lawyer.”

Our next stop was a beautiful
Episcopal Cathedral very much like
Immaculate Conception in
downtown Jacksonville. It was a
bright sun shining-afternoon and
the  beautiful stained glass window
depicting the life of Christ lit up the
cathedral in a prism of bright
colors. You felt like you were in
heaven. We moved on to
Ikloni Palace and then went to
Mass at Our Lady of Peace
Cathedral. This cathedral is the
oldest in continuous use in the
United States. We spent the rest of
the day visiting many other
denominational cathedrals and
churches and their gift
shops/bookstores.

On the last day we boarded the
flight home at 5 p.m. for a 9-hour
non-stop flight to Atlanta at 685
miles per hour. From there we came
back to Jacksonville . . . home
sweet home after 15 days of “What
Hath God Wrought” reality.

Jim Marlier at Hunami Bay on the island Oahu

List of the brave men who lost their lives on the USS Arizona

Father Bobat the statue of Blessed
Damien in front of the State Legislature

Father Bob checks out the rugged scenery
on the North Shore of the island of Maui

Father Bob at a park in downtown Lahaina

Holy Ghost Church in Mt. Haleakala “Guess who?” At the Dole
Plantation

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church in Lahaina



by Barbara Hanuscin

This past Spring I had an
opportunity to travel to the island
of Dominica in the West Indies. I
was fortunate to accompany a good
friend, Mr. Lloyd O’Brien, who had
been there many times before as a
guest of Father Elveau Augustine.
Father Elveau, as a young man, had
been in the prayer group that Mr.
O’Brien and his late wife
Jacqueline were in while living on
the island many years before. It was
in that prayer group that Father
Elveau felt his calling from the
Holy Spirit to join the priesthood.

Father John Tetlow had most
generously given us some rosaries
that were blessed at Medjugore as
his gift to Father Elveau’s ministry.
Father was most grateful to receive
this special gift, and he presented
the rosaries to members of his
parish at one of the Lenten services.
The people were so happy to
receive the rosaries.

Father Elveau’s rectory is very
humble indeed. The kitchen only
has a cold water tap. There were so
many of the physically nice things
that we would consider necessary
that were not his priority. We asked
him what we could get for him. To
my surprise, he replied, “I would
like you to get me 2,000 rosaries!”
I still don’t know how he arrived at
that figure, but I suspect it has
something to do with the
millennium and the Jubilee year.
Father’s zeal and enthusiasm for
the Lord’s work is contagious. Of
course, we could not refuse his
request. Later in the week, when
Mr. O’Brien was presenting one of
the rosaries to Bishop John Gilbert
at the chancellery in Roseau, I
mentioned that we had asked
Father Elveau what we could do for
him, and that 

he had requested 2,000 rosaries.
Bishop Gilbert’s reply was that if
we could do that for Father it would
be great!

The two weeks went by so very
quickly and it was time to say
goodbye. The thought of how we
could come up with 2,000 rosaries
in such a short time was popping in
and out of my mind. I knew that the
Lord would orchestrate this entirely
if I would just let him guide me.

When I returned, I phoned Mr.
James Scott of the Legion of Mary
at Christ the King. Mr. Scott said he
had about 270 rosaries that had
been made and he would give them
to me. Judy, the secretary at the
rectory, gave me the phone number
for Mr. Richard Chattaway, and
suggested that he might be able to
help me get some rosaries. I phoned
Mr. Chattaway and learned that he
provides rosaries to missions. Folks
pay him for the supplies to make
the rosaries. Each kit sells for $7.50
and has enough supplies to make
50 rosaries. The completed rosaries
are returned to him as he has a
waiting list of mission locations in
need of rosaries. To my
astonishment he told me that he had
1,500 recently completed that were

being quality checked for the
correct number of beads, and that
he felt he would have 2,000 for me
in just a couple weeks. A bigger
surprise was that there was no cost
to me because they were for a
mission. I can’t say I was totally
amazed because I already knew
that the Lord was the conductor
orchestrating this whole mission
and I was only one little instrument
among many in the symphony.

We shipped the first 270
rosaries that Mr. Scott had given to
us. We were glad to hear they made
it safely to their destination and
were joyfully received.

Within a couple of weeks, Mr.
Chattaway phoned me with the
news that the 2,000 rosaries were

ready. He and his wife graciously
delivered them to my home, all
2,000 of the brightly colored
rosaries tied in bundles that
reminded me of rainbows. I thought
of the many beads on those
rosaries. Each bead had been strung
with love and prayers. Mr.
Chatttaway indicated that many of
the rosaries are made by elderly
folks on a regular basis. I thought
of arthritic hands that may
experience discomfort with each
movement. Many young people
from various groups had also
assisted in making the rosaries. I
thought of the  freshness of their
faith. Mr. and Mrs. Chattaway
enjoyed seeing the pictures of the
trip to Dominica. Mr. Chattaway
said that he likes to know a little

about the people to whom the
rosaries will go.

We boxed up the rosaries for
shipment, allocating some to go to
Bishop Gilbert and the remainder
of the 2,000 for Father Elveau.
When we presented them to the
post office, we could not insure the
rosaries, so it was definitely up to
God to insure their safe arrival at
their destination.

In mid June, I received the
confirmation e-mail that the
rosaries had safely arrived in
Dominica. I was happy to hear of
their safe arrival.

If you would like more
information or would like to
purchase kits to make rosaries, you
may call Mr. Richard Chattaway at
276-9340.
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One Rosary leads to a Millennium
of Rosaries and more...

Bishop John Gilbert of the Diocese of
Dominica receives Medjugore rosary

from Lloyd O’Brien

Mr. and Mrs. Chattaway
with 2,000 rosaries

Father Elveau Augustine with children
of St. Theresa’s Village of Salisbury in

Dominica

Richard Chattaway delivers rosaries to Barbara
Hanuscin

Father Elveau Augustine receives Medjugore
rosaries from Lloyd O’Brien
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Strolling the Church Grounds
by Mickey Kenny

When you come in the
driveway from Arlington Road we
have on the left the convent and  on
the right the rectory, home for our
priests.  As important as that home
is, it surely isn’t all there is to the
rectory. This is really the hub of the
parish where the business of the
parish is handled, appointments
with priests and deacons take place,
and several ministries have offices
there as well:  there is an office of
St. Vincent de Paul for helping
those who are not available for the
usual home visits, the stewardship
office, the office of the music
director, and the coordinator of
volunteer activities. 

If you come to the church for
prayer or meditation, as you pass
down the driveway the Crucifix
Shrine will be impossible to miss.
As you bear right, the church doors
are immediately visible and the
Sheppard Square is part of this
peaceful place for prayer and
meditation – unless, of course, you
come at noon when the area is full
of our school kids making their
joyful noise unto the Lord while
they eat lunch under the trees or
take a welcome break after school
before they begin homework!  

The building “joined” to the
church by a covered walk – which
provides the backdrop for Sheppard
Square as well – is the Parish Hall.
The Shirley David Hall is that
portion of the Parish Hall which
can be entered by a “flight of stairs”
[as opposed to a “few steps”] from
the patio. Directly in front of the
Shirley David Hall is the public,
pay phone.  This building, like all
of Christ the King, serves many
functions. 

The larger room in the hall is
the place for donuts after the
Masses on Sunday; it is a social hall
for dinners, meetings for various
ministries and church needs, and is
the cafeteria for the school and, of
course, this is the building which
has the kitchen.  

As you walk through Sheppard
Square or sit under the trees you
will see the Grotto with the
Madonna and St. Bernadette. This
is an area particularly meaningful
to the school which outlines the
Grotto with buildings on each side.
The building on the parking lot side
is the one which has been
expanding this year and receiving a
face lift as well. It houses
classrooms. The building on the
right [the street side] has
classrooms and a library, and is  the
building all are asked to enter
first because all must check in at
the Principal’s Office first when
visiting the school for any reason.
The Principal’s Office is in this
building and these rooms are the
first ones on the right. 

Back in the parking lot where
the covered walkways lead to a

large building, you will first see a
fence which has buildings hiding
behind it! Go through the gate to
find these mysterious buildings
which aren’t the school, but are
filled with our kids. These two
buildings are the daycare units, the
larger one is the “old”convent and
is sometimes referred to as such
when you are given directions. [If
someone gives you directions using
the term “the convent”, it would be
a good idea to ask if they are
referring to the old convent or the
home we currently use for our
nuns.]  

The music room is directly
across from the daycare buildings.
This is truly the music room – not
to be confused with the music
director’s office which you may
remember is back at the rectory.
The music room fills the dual role
of the RCIA room which is a very
important place in our parish and
also a place  ou well may be asked
how to get to!  

Coming back through the fence
and continuing on under the
awning you will arrive at the gym
– the Kingdome. Of course, the
music room actually is part of this
building, so in a sense you’ve
already been in the building. Going
in the main doors and continuing to
walk in any direction you will find
everything self-explanatory. It’s the
gym; and the stage is at the far end.

Back out in daylight again,
continue around to the left side of
the gym and you will find two
places you may have wondered
about. The first is the St. Mary’s
Room where there have been
classes, ministry meetings, and
book sales to mention a few things.
This room is available to be used
for special purposes both day and
night. Beyond this room is a metal
door, something like a garage door,
and this is one of two doors into the
St. Vincent de Paul pantry.  This is
a storage room where necessities
are gathered for those in the
community who have need.

Across from this building is
Morning Star School. There is a
locked fence there out on to
Mickler Road, but you can see
there is more there, which we will
get to later.

Turning back toward the exit
drive you will see the baseball
field on the right. This is the field
for the school and a building
housing the Christ the King
Athletic Association (CKAA).
When you pass the fence line for
this field you could turn right down
through the wooded parking lot and
turn to the right to go to the Scout
Hut.

There are more parking spaces
to the right, and we have important
dual uses for these areas as well.
You will see we have collection of
newspapers and newsprint for
recycling. Lots of parishioners take
the time and effort to bundle their
paper and bring it to our collection

area (good for the ecology and for
our economy!).  In the more
wooded parking lot there is a
“clothing or material” recycling
bin and is placed there by an
organization working to identify
and find missing children. This bin
is for truly old and worn items and
the things are important, of course.
For your truly good and best
clothing items we urge you to call
St. Vincent de Paul at Assumption
Church or perhaps the one at St.
Paul’s at the beach, or take your
items to Second Chance at Catholic
Charities downtown.  

You will see several buildings
which appear to be residences –
and they are! Several are part of
Harbor House. Continue on to the
end of the driveway and you exit
onto Arlington Road. If you turn
right,  you will see Harbor House
on the right, the home of some very
special people and part of our
grounds.  Immediately past Harbor
House is another baseball field, St.
Mary’s Field, which is also a
CKAA field.

If you turn left when you leave
the parking lot and proceed to the
first street on your left, Larkin
Road, you will see the parking lot
for and entrance to the Sacred
Heart Chapel. The chapel is where
week day Masses are said and
where Adoration takes place.
Passing down the road you will see
“the other side” of the Parish Hall,
the school building housing the
office, the front door to the daycare
building (the old convent), and the
playground for day care and
after school care children. Go to
the first street on the left, Mickler
Road, and turn left. The playground

for after school care is on the left
followed by the back of the gym
and pantry. You  will come to the
entrance to Morning Star School
and another field with a fence. Turn
at the first street on the left after the
school – it looks like a personal
driveway and it also looks like
people live there – they do.  This
little “road” ends at our newest
building really: a home that is the
House of Prayer. In the yard is an
outdoor Stations of the Cross and
a lovely setting in which to
meditate and pray. What a
wonderful place it will be for
groups who sign up to visit there
and pray with us. Looking through
and past the yard you see the school
baseball field, the Scout Hut, and
the buildings of Harbor House.  

There has been no mention of
the clinic because the physical
plant is not on Christ the King
grounds.  On the fourth Saturday of
the month, there is a clinic where
anyone can go for medical attention
without paying.  It is located on
University Boulevard just off the
corner with Atlantic – you know
where Wendy’s and Woody’s are?
Well, it’s just past these two
landmarks.

Hopefully, this verbal tour has
helped you locate all the “places“
you haven’t found or, in some
cases, even heard of. Perhaps, also,
you have been made even more
aware that from the beginning at
the Crucifix Shrine to the very end
at the House of Prayer and outdoor
Stations Christ the King provides a
network of places and services
which help parishioners and the
community at large in both spiritual
and physical ways. 

Sheppard’s Square

House of Prayer
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Questions Catholics are asking
regarding the Billy Graham Crusade

by Glenn Kuhnel, Ph.D.

Glenn is Chairman, Diocesan
Ecum e n i s m  C o m m i s s i o n
representing the Diocese on the
committee for the Billy Graham
Crusade. He is also Executive
Secretary, Diocesan Liturgical
Commission, and best of all, he is a
parishioner at Christ the King!

What is the purpose of this
Crusade? 

The plan of the Crusade is very
simple. It is an invitation for people
to open their minds and hearts to
the Gospel message that Jesus
Christ is the Way, the Truth and
Life. The four days of prayer and
preaching in November will focus
on that. The Crusade could be
compared to a parish mission - a
time for the conversion, renewal
and re-commitment - only on a
much larger scale.

But the Crusade is much more
than those four days. The Crusade
focuses on the entire Christian
community and asks that we pray
and give witness together of our
unity in Christ as well as support
one another in common profession
of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.
It is also an exercise in discipleship
and witness to those looking for the
support of church and faith
communities. 

After those four days it asks
local churches and faith
communities to be ready to offer a
place and hospitality to those who
seek Christ, and welcome to those
who for whatever reason are no
longer active in a Christian
community. I suppose then, that the
purpose of the Crusade is the
proclamation of the Gospel, and the
nurture and growth of faith, witness
and action.

Why are Catholics supporting
this Crusade?

There are probably many
factors for Catholic support. Some
Catholics in the area have already
been involved with a Crusade in
another part of the country. But I
would say that Catholics are
involved and supporting the
Crusade because of the leadership
of our bishop.

There has been Catholic
involvement and participation in
these Crusades since the mid 60’s
with Boston’s Cardinal Cushing
taking the lead. Since the 90’s the
dioceses of Tampa, Miami, San
Antonio, Minneapolis-St. Paul,
Newark and Philadelphia have
been active in Crusades with the
approval of the local bishop and the
interaction of diocesan offices and
ministries like Ecumenism, RCIA
and Evangelization.

The Billy Graham Association
contacted Bishop Snyder last year
about Roman Catholic participation
in both planning and follow-up
associated with the Crusade. The
bishop and I met then with their

representatives. We did, after all,
have some questions.

In God’s providence there were
other factors acting as well. Not the
least of which were the Jubilee
Year’s emphasis on evangelization
and the Holy Father’s call to a
ministry of reconciliation. These,
as well as an ecumenical vision and
desire that the Christian community
here continue to work, pray, and
witness on the way toward unity of
the Church, were considerations in
the decision.

Both the Bishop and I were
aware that there would be Catholic
interest and participation in the
event. The figures we were given
were a bit surprising. It is estimated
that between 10 to 15 percent of
those who attend Dr. Graham’s
Crusades are lapsed or inactive
Catholics.

Despite the fact that we
recognize issues and differences
which separate and divide us, and
that we have to be honest about
these, the following are certainly
strong factors that seemed to
warrant our support:
- the common witness to the

proclamation of Jesus as Lord; 
- the fact that these inter-faith

encounters have done much to
eliminate misunderstanding and
deepen mutual respect; 

- the opportunity to continue
ecumenical collaboration in
areas of faith and service; 

- and the chance to open our
arms in welcome to alienated
and inactive Roman Catholics.

Isn’t it true that in the past
Catholics were discouraged from

attending Crusades like this
one?

I believe the operative words in
that question are ‘in the past.” Fifty
years ago most Catholics had never
stepped into a church other than
their own or one that they knew
was Catholic. And I know that our
attitude to other Christian churches
was more than triumphalistic. And
you are right, any participation in
something linked to a Protestant
church was frowned upon -
including attending weddings, and
funerals and God-forbid, worship.

I could also point out that we
looked on Bible-reading with
suspicion; singing in church as
reserved for choirs; fasting and
abstinence as true identifying signs
of being a Catholic; children who
did not attend Catholic school as
somehow less than Catholic; mixed
marriage as a problem of heretics
and schismatics and we would
probably have objected to being
called Christian.

What happened to make it okay
to participate in what seems to

be a Protestant program?

At the most elemental level one
could say: The Second Vatican

Council happened. And for the first
time in about four hundred years
the Church did not define itself by
rejecting other kinds of Christians.
In that council’s Constitution on
the Church and Decree on
Ecumenism, the Church is seen not
as a thing, not as an organization,
but as a People made one with the
unity of the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit. The Church is the
mystery of the Body of Christ,
made up of the Head and all the
baptized. And despite the sad
divisions and separations, it is
God’s will and Christ’s own prayer
that the Church be One.

The council affirms “In some
real way, Catholics are joined in
the Holy Spirit with all who believe
in God and in Christ.” Other
Christians revere the Sacred
Scripture and model their lives on
it. Other Christians show great
apostolic zeal. Others have
sacraments. Others have martyrs
for the Lord. 

And though the Church still
must see itself in a unique and
central role in God’s plan for
salvation, it cannot in God’s truth
see itself as the only community of
true Christians because Baptism
establishes a sacramental bond of
unity among all reborn of water and
the Spirit. 

The Church, in the words of
Pope John Paul II in his 1995
encyclical Ut Unum Sint (“That
they may be one.” John 17:11)
“must be irreversibly committed to
ecumenism, not as something
added to the Church’s traditional
activity, but rather as an integral
part of her life and work which
must pervade all she does.”

Over the past thirty-five years
the movement toward unity has
been a hallmark of the papacy and
the Catholic Church worldwide. In
official theological dialogues, in
Scripture and liturgical practice and
special times and occasions of
prayer, Christians of all traditions
and communions have committed
themselves to walk the pilgrimage
to Christian unity together with
humility, hope, respect and charity.

Our own bishop has been an
official member of the Anglican-
Roman Catholic dialogue for years.
The Lutheran-Roman Catholic

celebration observing the signing
of a Joint Declaration on
Justification last fall; the Holy
Father’s ecumenical service for
opening the Jubilee Doors at St.
Paul Outside the Walls, in Rome;
the confession of sins which have
harmed the Body of Christ, as part
of the Pope’s prayer for
reconciliation; and the recent
commemoration of 20th century
Christian martyrs are examples of
this understanding of the church in
real but imperfect union.

I would again point to the letter
Ut Unum Sint. The Pope sees that
effective evangelization depends
on the united witness of Christian
believers and “the commitment to
ecumenism must be based on
conversion of heart and prayer,
which will lead to the necessary
purification of past memories.” The
encyclical points to three benefits
from prayer in common. It helps all
believers “grow in awareness of
how little divides them in
comparison to what unites them.” It
inspires Christians “to gain the
courage to face all the painful
human reality of their divisions.”
And finally “fellowship in prayer
leads people to look at the Church
and Christianity in a new way.”

How is the diocese involved?

There are eight Catholics who
are part of the General Committee
for the Crusade. These include
representatives of the Cursillo,
Charismatic Renewal, Youth and
Young Adults, Evangelization,
Ecumenism, African American and
Hispanic Catholics. The General
Committee is a kind of
communications-liaison group that
works with the Graham Association
and the local Executive Committee.
It is also the source for all working
committees.

Early on in the planning we
arranged a special information
meeting of pastors and parish
leaders with Crusade organizers.
We have tried to keep parishes
current about events, planning,
preparation and asked that they
pray for this Crusade.

These eight make up one of the
la r g e s t   b l ock s  of the 40 or so

continue on page 18
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Jubilee 2000 Eucharistic Congress

by Dolores Bianco and Cynthia
Surles

What is a Eucharistic
Congress?

“A Eucharistic Congress is an
assembly of parishes of a diocese,
region, nation or even the entire
world joining with one another to
develop a more profound
understanding of Eucharist.” ~The
St. Augustine Catholic - April/May
2000

“Today we gather to
contemplate the mystery and gift of

the Holy Eucharist as a diocesan
church and celebrate our unity as
the Body of Christ at the Table of
the Lord, Jesus Christ, who is the
same yesterday, today and forever.”
~ In Memory of Me - Eucharist and
Evening Prayer

Gathering
On Saturday, June 10, a Jubilee

2000 Eucharistic Congress was
held at the University of North
Florida Center. It started at 9 a.m.
with a gathering and exhibits of
diocesan, parish, and related
ministries and services.

Morning Prayer
The morning prayer at 10 a.m.

explained how the Church’s sense
of how to pray in the morning
comes from our Jewish heritage.
Whatever the day, whatever the
difficulties, the tradition has been
to begin the day with praise for the
creator. The sign of the cross, first
traced on the Christian at baptism,
is again made to begin the new day
and it’s prayer. In the hymn and the
psalms, in the scripture and
intercessions, each one who prays
finds what it is to stand at the
beginning of a new day as a
Christian. The morning’s prayer
gives the day its meaning when,
through the years, these prayers
become one’s own.

The Choir
Christ the King Adult Choir and

Hand Bell Choir, under the
direction of Bernie Sans, happily
honored Bishop Snyder’s request
that we be the sole musical
participants of the “morning
prayer” offering. It’s a special joy
to gather as one voice to sing
praises to our Lord and Savior. For
this honor we members of the
choirs feel collectively blessed.

The Congress
This was followed by the four

main parts of the congress. Part I

focused on the Eucharist. Part II
prepared for the Liturgy. Part III
celebrated the mass, and Part IV
was the Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament. Bishop John Snyder
had requested the Christ the King
Choir sing at the opening and they
felt honored to do so.

The Mass
I attended Part III, the Mass at 4

p.m., and though I missed our own
choir (Bernie was the organist for
the Eucharist, though),  the one that
sang for this Mass (a combined
chorus of voices from several
choirs in the diocese) was also
wonderful. We were each given
songbooks as we entered, so we
could join in the singing. As I was
directed to the second floor of the
arena, the solemn procession of
priests had started arriving below.

To my untrained eye there
appeared to be over 100 priests and
2,500 participants. Communion
was distributed in an orderly
fashion on both levels of the arena.
All throughout, it was obvious that
in spite of the quantity of people,
and the many churches represented,
for those moments in time, we were
a community of one. After Mass, I
left feeling glad I went and amazed
that over two hours had gone by. 

(more photos on page 26)

MOMS Ministry!
by Carol-Ann Black

Mothers, we invite you to join
our Ministry of Mothers Sharing.
You will find it to be an adventure
in spirituality, prayer and
friendship. Each week for six
weeks you will meet with ten or
twelve other mothers to share your
journaling exercises of the previous
week. The seventh week is a
Celebration — a celebration of the
MOMS journey now nearly
complete, a celebration of new
awareness of our inner sacred
selves. The eighth week is a
coming together again to focus on
ways we can share our talents and
interests with our immediate
families and our greater parish
community.

The purpose of the eight week
journey is to find or rediscover the
spiritual center of your life.
Motherhood is an on-going
vocation. (Have you met a retired
Mother lately?) Our lives are
forever blended and intertwined
with those of our husbands,

children and extended families. We
often become overwhelmed and
overshadowed by the busy-ness of
all of our lives. The MOMS
journaling leads us towards a
greater inner clarity and sharper
direction that we want for
ourselves and our families. 

Some of the topics that we
touch on are self-esteem and self-
acceptance; stress worries and
anxiety; everyday spirituality and
expressing values through
friendships. The effort is
manageable; the rewards
considerable. 

Remember our autumn session
begins on Monday, September 25,
9:00 AM or 7:00PM in the St.
Mary’s Room. Questions? Call
Carol-Ann Black at 221-2642.

by Janice Jendryn

Entertainment was abundant
during this 15th Anniversary
celebration. It was a pleasure for
Purple the Clown to participate in
the festivities! Harbor House
residents who acted out a charming
“poetic thank you” was the delight
of everyone there.

Special highlights of interest
were the fascinating table
centerpieces. One in particular,
Noah’s Ark caught my eye.
Anniversary cake and goodies were
enjoyed by many of the guests.

Great fun was had by all. The
‘smile factor’ was very great
inasmuch as smiles were seen on
nearly each and every face.

Clowns
Visit Harbor House

EVE AWARD 2000

by Dolores Bianco

Dottie Klein, Director of
L’Arche Harbor House, was
selected as a finalist in this year’s
Florida Times-Union Eve 2000
Awards ceremony. Under Ms.
Klein’s leadership the Harbor
House community has deepened
into the L’Arche vision of equality
and interdependence of all its
members.  The disabled men
and women of Harbor House call
upon live-in assistants and
volunteers to accept the calling to
approach life from a new
perspective. They thus discover the
profound value of relationships and
the intrinsic value of every human
being.  Both the server and the
served have something “to teach
and to learn” from each other. The
role of the server and the served is
interchanged.

This mutuality and
interdependence ripples outward,
overflowing into the Jacksonville
c o m m u n i t y - a t - l a r g e . L o c a l
businesses, human service
agencies, and other ministries are
invited by their experience of
Harbor House to see and appreciate
the value of every human being –
no one is dispensable. Everyone is
to be counted.

In a violent culture that
discounts the marginalized,
L’Arche Harbor House is a small
but profound sign of hope. People
from diverse cultures, ages, and
intellectual abilities can live
together in peace and gentle
acceptance of one another. Dottie
has excelled in creating this sign by
her work and her life – she herself
lives out the Harbor House mission
as a servant leader.

Dottie Klein, left receives award as EVE finalist for her role as Executive
Director of L’Arche Harbor House. Board member Dolores Bianco offers

congratulations.
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Second Graders Celebrate First Communion
by Wanda Klima

On May 7, 2000, over seventy of
our Christ the King School and CCD
2nd grade students celebrated their
First Holy Communion. They worked
hard to prepare to receive the
Eucharist for the first time. There was
no doubt that their hearts were filled
with love and admiration for Jesus on
this special day.

The First Holy Communion Mass
was celebrated at noon and the church
was overflowing with parishioners,
family members, and friends of the
First Communicants. They all
gathered to share in this very special
celebration. 

Beautiful banners adorned with
angelic photographs of the children
were displayed on the altar. The boys
and  girls walked in procession to the
church and down the aisle in a wave
of white. The boys’ white suits and
the girls’ white dresses were worn
proudly symbolizing their purity of
heart and readiness to receive the
Body of Christ in the Eucharist for
the very first time.

Thanks to the enthusiasm of the
teachers, Mrs. Ellen O’Rourke, Mrs.
Kelly Nance and Mrs. Joan Sharp, the
children were taught the importance
of this Holy Sacrament during the
months before May 7th.

Afterwards, there was a cake and
punch reception in the Parish Hall. A
lot of people worked diligently
behind the scenes to make this day an
unforgettable occasion. All of their
efforts were very much appreciated.

Congratulations to all of the
children who celebrated their First
Holy Communion on May 7th!

by “Courier” Staff

Long time Christ the King
parishioner Dennis (D.J.) Stoddard
was unanimously re-elected to
serve a second year in the position

of State Deputy of the Knights of
Columbus at the Order’s State
Convention, held May 26-27 in
Orlando.

State Deputy is the highest
position of the Knights in the State
of Florida. The State Deputy

oversees all of the activities of the
Order’s 249 local Councils
throughout the State of Florida and
the Bahamas.

D.J., as he is known by his
friends, is a member of the
Arlington Council #4727, whose

meetings are held at Christ the
King in the Parish Hall.

Pictured are those who joined
Dennis and his wife, Linda in
Orlando for the meetings and
celebration.

George and Carol Coseo

Dennis Stoddard

L-R: Shirley and Ralph Mosley,
Mary Ann and Jim Middleton

Dolores and Pat Bianco

Dennis Stoddard Unanimously Re-elected
State Deputy of Knights of Columbus
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Liturgy 101 Liturgy of the Eucharist - Part I
by Bernie Sans

The family table ranks among
the most important pieces of
furniture found in the home, even
more important than the TV set.
The table is the place from which
we eat our meals.  It is a place
around which we gather to talk
while sipping coffee.  It is a place
around which we often focus our
lives as a family.

What the table is to the family,
the altar is to the Christian
community.  This piece of furniture
is, in the words of our bishops, “the
common table of the assembly, a
symbol of the Lord...it is holy and
sacred to this assembly’s action and
sharing” (Environment and Art in
Catholic Worship, no. 71).

To set the table and to prepare
the food are important, even though
preparatory, aspects of every meal.
The same is true for the Eucharistic
meal.  We first prepare the altar and
the gifts are placed upon it – this is
the purpose of the first and
introductory part of the Eucharistic
celebration, i.e., the preparation of
the gifts.

Many of us grew up calling this
section of the Mass the “Offertory.”
And yet the real offering to God
occurs during the Eucharistic
prayer.  To bring out this truth the
Church now uses the title
“preparation of the gifts” as better
describing the true function of the
rite, namely to prepare for what is
to come.

Although the preparation rite
contains a number of individual
elements, the following are
especially significant.

Preparation of the Altar
Presentation of the Gifts
Concluding Prayer over the

Gifts

Preparation of the Altar

This might be called “setting
the table.”  As a functional task, the
action is done with simplicity and
yet with dignity and reverence
befitting the solemnity of the
occasion.  The server places the
Sacramentary (the book containing
the prayers prayed by the priest) on
the altar next to a square piece of
white cloth (the corporal).  Finally
a folded cloth (napkin) called the
purificator is placed to the right of
the corporal.  The preparation of
the altar is a sign that something
new is beginning.  It is a sign that
we are making ready to begin the
Eucharistic celebration.

Presentation of the Gifts

One of the most ancient
customs of the Church is that of the
people themselves providing bread
and wine as well as other gifts to be
used in the celebration as well as
afterwards.  Many of the early
writers stress the importance of
each person bringing the gift of
bread which, when transformed,
would be received back by the
communicant.

The bread and wine are
symbols of ourselves, our work,

our stewardship of God’s creation.
Monetary gifts are also presented.
These are used not only for the
needs of the community but also, as
the rubrics state, “for the poor.”
Many parishes, and ours is one of
them, set aside a portion of the
money collected for the needs of
the community at large.  Thus the
collection and presentation of the
gifts is an expression of the whole
assembly’s participation in the
Eucharist and in the social ministry
of the Church.

Singing, to highlight the
communal aspects of what is taking
place, often accompanies the
collection and the procession.  At
times instrumental music or choral
music occurs.  The latter two offer
us a quiet moment, a time to relax a
bit before moving further into the
celebration of the Eucharist.

Auxiliary Rites and Prayers

Various other texts and gestures
have been incorporated into the
presentation rites.

The first of these would be the
two short prayers of blessing, one
over the bread and the other over
the cup.  The priest first raises the
bread a little over the altar and
recites a text, based on a Jewish
table prayer, which blesses or
praises God, as the creator of the
world, for the gift of bread.  A
similar prayer is said after the cup
has been prepared.  These texts,
which are primarily private prayers
of the priest, recall the source,
meaning, and goal of the gifts
which are presented in view of
what they will become, namely our
bread of life and spiritual drink.

You will notice that the priest,
in preparing the cup, adds a small
amount of water to the wine.  This
mixing of water and wine, retained
in the Mass seemingly for reasons
of tradition, has its roots in an
ancient practice of diluting the
wine to make it less strong.  Soon
this practice received various
symbolic interpretations.  Today it
recalls that just as wine receives
water, so we are to share in the
divinity of Christ who assumed
human flesh for us.

At times, the gifts, the altar, and
the people are incensed during the
preparation of the gifts.  This action
engages not only our sense of smell
but our sight as well.  Incense is the
traditional symbol of prayer arising
to God (confer Psalm 141:2,
Revelation 8:3-4).  Thus the gifts
and the altar may be incensed as a
sign that the assembly’s offering
and prayer will go up to God.
Priest and people may also be
incensed, not only to recognize the
innate holiness of all God’s people,
but also as a sign that they are to
unite themselves and their prayers
with the gifts which will be offered
in the Eucharistic Prayer.

Prayer over the Gifts

The preparation rite comes to a
close with the prayer over the gifts.

Originally this was the only prayer
over the gifts before the beginning
of the Eucharistic prayer.  It was
once called the “secret,” not
because the Church desired to hide
its content, but from the silent
manner of its recitation which was
introduced in the early Middle
Ages.

The prayer is preceded by an
invitation which refers to the
sacrificial character of the Mass
which is offered by the whole
assembly. Our response indicates
that we are joined to the priest and
that the Eucharist is offered not
only in praise of God but also for
the sanctification of the faithful.
Whereas the opening prayer is
more expansive and frequently
mentions some aspect of the feast

or the liturgical season being
celebrated, the prayer over the gifts
is more concise, requesting divine
acceptance and expressing our
desire to be united with the offering
to come.

Although the preparation rite is
essentially quite simple and brief,
this is not to be an “idle” time in the
celebration.  Certainly we prepare
the altar for the Eucharistic meal,
we prepare the bread and wine for
what is to come.  But as we do so,
we also prepare ourselves so that
with faith-filled hearts we may
joyfully acclaim the praise of God
in the Eucharistic Prayer which
follows.  This prayer will be the
subject of the next reflection on the
Liturgy of the Eucharist.  Stay
tuned!

(continued from page 9)

Facing the Fear
After seeing this amazing

facility, I remembered that the
company I work for, had been one
of the original donors to the I.M.
Sulzbacher Center. I was
immediately filled with pride
knowing that I worked for a
company that had made several
donations to help build the facility
and the many programs it offered
to its clients. I was happy knowing
that I had donated “nights” of
shelter for a homeless person at
this facility. Before dinner,
Monsignor Danaher arrived to pray

with all of those who were about to
receive an evening meal.

When it was time to serve
dinner to the residents, Jennifer
and I were asked to serve
beverages to the women and
families. It is difficult to describe
the different emotions I felt that
evening. There are women who are
hurt, angry, feel despair and have
no hope – but among these women
are children that are just like yours
and mine. 

They are carefree and happy.
They go to school and attend after-
school care programs. They create
designs and paint beautiful
pictures. Although they may not
have a home of their own, they are
secure in the knowledge that they
have a place to call home, at least
temporarily. They are just normal
kids. They smile at you; they look
at you for attention and approval.
They are wearing ribbons they won
at school for academic
achievement.  They are beautiful.

It is difficult to imagine us in
the situation that these families are
in.  That evening, I could not
escape the tears that overpowered
me. How could I possibly
complain about getting up to go to
work because I’m tired, or
complain about not being able to

afford new furniture or clothes, or
take a fancy vacation?  Reality set
in and for days I thought about
these children and families that I
served on that Tuesday during
Holy Week. I cannot change these
peoples’ lives but I can make a
difference.

There are many churches and
corporations in Jacksonville that
volunteer their time to serve at the
Sulzbacher Center. Some of them
include Alltel, Bank of America,
Prudential, State Farm. I
thought…why doesn’t my
company serve? Serving those less
fortunate is quite a humbling
experience – one that I am grateful
to have experienced.

Because of that Tuesday during
Holy Week, I felt led to write an
article for my company newsletter.
I wanted to share with my fellow
employees what I have shared in
this article. I prayed a lot before
writing “Facing the Fear.” I really
wanted to be sure that my words
would affect those reading it -
hoping the words would affect
them the way that evening did me.
When you volunteer through your
church, the environment is
distinctly different than the one at
your place of employment. 

I asked for volunteers in the
office who might be interested in
putting together a meal group to
work once a month. The response
from my co-workers was amazing.
I had 25 people call me the first
day.

Since my newsletter article,
Price Waterhouse Coopers has
already spent a Saturday afternoon
preparing meals and the number of
people that have already
volunteered for next month has
overwhelmed me. My co-workers
are giving of their time and their
talent to help those less fortunate in
the community that they live and
work in. I am so proud.

Christ the King has encouraged
me to help others by giving of my
time and talent. The joy in serving
others is an incredible feeling, a
feeling that I may never have
experienced, had I not decided to
Face the Fear.
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Fifteenth Anniversary Celebration!

by Dolores Bianco

L’Arche Harbor House
celebrated its fifteenth anniversary
Sunday, June 25th at Christ the
King Parish Hall. The Harbor

House Story was told from the
opening of its first home in 1985 –
welcoming six ladies with
developmental disabilities – to
today’s L’Arche family consisting
of four homes (totaling 21 clients

both male and female) and a day
work center. 

Bishop Snyder was presented a
plaque of appreciation by Harbor
House. Bishop has been actively
involved in Harbor House from its

beginning. He also expressed his
gratitude to Harbor House for being
a sign of love and hope to the
parishioners of the Diocese of St.
Augustine for the past fifteen years. 

L-R: Ron Pendleton, Joan Eads (Coordinator of L’Arche, USA),
Dennis O’Keefe (Coordinator, Central Region), and Vince Shea

L’Arche Harbor House Auxiliary Members L-R: Belle Vogi, Jean
Jervey, Cora Lalli, Del and Alick Hardie, Laura and George Morris

General committee. Catholic
members of the General Committee
are coordinating aspects of the
Crusade and follow-up with
parishes and our own diocesan
offices. There are also Catholics
who have volunteered to serve in
all kinds of ways including,
translation, transportation,
ushering, choir, counseling and
follow-up. Catholic Charities in
Jacksonville is involved in the
Love-In-Action phase of the
planning.

What does Bishop Snyder expect
to gain from this Crusade?

I can’t answer for the bishop.
That’s a question you have to ask
him. I can say that the bishop has
been actively involved in this
religious community for more than
twenty years and during that time
he has been an advocate not only of
ecumenical but also of interfaith
cooperation and respect.

That doesn’t mean any
lessening or compromise of Roman
Catholic belief, or indifference to
the real differences in some “make-
believe” or pretend ecumenism, but
genuine concern for the unity of the
Church and regard for the variety
of religious expression and
experience of those who are not
Christian.

Certainly as bishop his first
concern is the faithful proclamation
of the Gospel of Christ to all
persons. Billy Graham has spent his
life preaching that Gospel in a
world that is increasingly
secularized and indifferent to the
Gospel. It may be a grace that we
can cooperate in proclaiming Jesus,
and at the same time be offered the
possibility of welcoming our own
back to participation in the Church,
enabling committed Catholics and
parishes a graced opportunity for
evangelization.

Personally, some of my hope
for our participation would be short

term and long term. I see our
participation as an opportunity for
ecumenical, religious, social and
racial growth and interaction. I’ve
been involved in the inter-religious
and ecumenical community since
1975. In a community as
religiously, politically and
ethnically diverse as Jacksonville,
this is the first time many of us
have actually met. There are many
separate and worthy ecumenical
groups. This is the first time some
of those dividing lines have been
put aside to preach Christ crucified
and we have concentrated on
discipleship.

This has also been a time
linking and networking of all kind
of people, churches, agencies in
bonds of charity and giving who
have co-existed but never
interacted with one another.
Cursillistas are working with
members of the Church of Christ to
make sure there will be no barriers
for the disabled.

Efforts of churches all over the
city are centered on collecting
survival kits for the homeless.
Musicians and choirs are being
recruited from Pentecostal
churches as well as those whose
liturgy is refined and solemn.
Young people, senior citizens,
singles are being asked to attend
training sessions to gather and
listen to those who will be called to
conversion of heart, challenge, or
re-commitment to the Gospel. And
parishes, congregations, churches
are preparing in prayer to welcome,
nurture and further growth in faith
of those who will experience this
event as a spiritually defining
moment.

Cynics may say that this is
being done simply to expand
church rosters and registers. I do
not think that I am being overly
naive to say that this is being done
by people who truly love the Lord.
And I believe it is the Lord, not
committees, not Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association, not even
the zeal of Dr. Graham who is
providing this grace, because He

loves all people unconditionally
and because He wants his Body to
be one, despite the wounds we have
inflicted on it, despite memories of
intolerance, distrust and isolation.

In spite of real and sometimes
significant differences there is a
combined focus on spiritual
renewal, common prayer, work in
unity, and the proclamation as well
application of the Gospel. At the
dawn of the Third Millennium of
Christianity, this has to be a great
sign of hope and promise. How we
continue this cooperation, dialogue,
and prayer and action together will
be the true and lasting effect of
these months of preparation and the
Crusade itself.

In what ways can members of
Christ the King help?

On any evening of the Crusade
there is need for about 7,000
volunteers. In preparation for the
Crusade there is need for ushers,
choir, counselors, and all kinds of
volunteer workers. The Love in
Action Committee will be asking
for all kinds of items for its
homeless project. There is, of
course, prayer.

Parishioners might also want to
train to be ‘counselors.” This is the
name of individuals who are the
first contact with those who are
invited to come forward in
expression of some action of
conversion. The counselors listen
to the person’s story, collect some
data about them which the Crusade
organization will forward to the
person’s church of preference for
follow-up and contact.

Will they receive special
training?

One thing that has impressed
me about the Crusade organization
is its attention to training and detail.
No one ever does any job without
training and clear instruction.
Coordinators for all the various
volunteers make this a priority. So
there will be training for all
volunteers. Because of the special
sensitivity needed for counselors

there is a special course provided.
The Christian Life and Witness is a
five part study and preparation for
counselors and is a  requirement for
those who wish to take on that role.
This course will be offered at many
locations, usually in the evening.
Prince of Peace will be one of these
sites. The course will also be taught
for the deaf and in other languages
as well.

Whom should Christ the
King parishioners contact if they

wish to become involved?

The Jacksonville Billy Graham
Crusade Office, telephone 858-
7070. Fax 858-7071.

The E-Mail address is:
jacksonvilleCrusade@bgea.org.

There is a website at
www.jacksonvilleCrusade.org. The
office is located at 4160 Woodcock
Dr. Suite 100.

Christ the King needs
volunteers for a telephone
committee and a Landings
Committee. Landings is a ministry
which works with Catholics who
have been away from the Church
for a period of time and wish to
return. Volunteers should contact
Al Martin, 744-4302.

continued from page 14   Billy Graham Crusade - Questions



Submitted by Eileen Porter

The following is an article on
the Characteristics of Prayer. It is
the first of ten articles on Christian
Stewardship and was provided by
the Diocese of Wichita, Kansas,
and is printed with their
permission. 

The Diocese of Wichita was in
the forefront of the total
stewardship program in the
Catholic Church in the United
States and has become the
prototype for stewardship
programs. Before Christ The King
initiated this program, our
stewardship chairman, Pat
Thomas, went to Wichita to gather
information on the program. We at
Christ the King are indebted to this
diocese for their advice on
beginning the program and for
their continuing guidance. 

In succeeding issues of the
Courier we will print the other

“Characteristics of Christian
Stewardship” furnished us by the
Diocese of Wichita.

The Characteristics of Prayer

Prayer unites us with God.
Through prayer we contemplate
His infinite goodness, wisdom and
power. We praise Him and thank
Him for all that He is and gives to
us. We acknowledge our utter
dependence on Him. We ask Him to
forgive our many failings. We beg
Him for the grace to overcome
temptation and draw closer to Him.
We plead for His help on behalf of
those we love.

Prayer is as necessary to our
souls as food is to our bodies. St.
Alphonsus de Ligouri wrote,
“...what profit is there in sermons,
meditations, and all the other
means pointed out by masters of
the spiritual life, if we forget to
pray? Since our Lord declared that

He will grant His graces to no one
who does not pray.” (10)

In the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, the section on
Christian prayer begins with a
quote from St. Therese of Lisieux:
“For me, prayer is a surge of the
heart; it is a simple look turned
toward heaven, it is a cry of
recognition and of love, embracing
both trial and joy.”(11) Turning our
hearts to God in prayer, then, is the
first and best way to draw closer to
Him, crying out in love and trust as
a child does to its father. Through
prayer we acknowledge that we are
nothing without God, and that all
depends on His grace–in fact, even
the desire to pray is itself a result of
His grace.

Like human relationships, our
relationship with God grows
stronger the more time we spend
with Him. And the closer we draw
to Him through prayer, the more
His grace supports us as we strive
to give ourselves to Him and others
through active life. Jesus reminds
us of the importance of putting
prayer before work with the story
of Martha and Mary. He lovingly
corrects Martha, who is “busy with
all the details of hospitality,” saying
that “only one thing is required.
Mary has chosen the better portion
and she shall not be deprived of it.”
(Luke 10:38-42)

In his book The Soul of the
Apostolate, Dom Jean-Baptiste
Chautard emphasizes how essential
it is to cultivate the interior life in
order to effectively do God’s will in
the active life. He quotes St.
Bernard as saying, “These three
remain: word, example, prayer; but
the greatest of these is prayer.” (12)
He also quotes Pope St. Pius X: “To
restore all things in Christ by the
Apostolate of good works, we need
divine grace, and the apostle will
only receive it if he is united to
Christ. Not until we have formed
Christ in ourselves will we find it
easy to give Him to families and to
societies. And, therefore, all those
who take part in the Apostolate
must develop a solid piety.” (13)

Prayer and Stewardship

Christian stewards desire to
give back to God the time, talent,
and treasure He has so generously
given them. Giving back time to the
Lord begins by spending time with
Him each day in prayer.
Stewardship of time, according to
the U.S. Bishops in their pastoral
letter on stewardship, “...should
include setting aside periods for
family prayer, for reading of
Scripture, for visits to the Blessed
Sacrament, and for attendance at
Mass during the week whenever
this is possible.” (14)

Giving top priority to God
through a daily life of prayer is
especially important for Christian
stewards, since to many of them
stewardship is a life of service. And
indeed, works of service are the

eyes  and ears, arms and legs of a
stewardship way of life. However,
the heart and soul of stewardship is
prayer. Through prayer, Christian
stewards place themselves in God’s
hands so that He can direct their
hands to serve according to His
will.

A Prayerful Saint

St. Teresa of Avila
1515-1582

Known as one of the great
mystics of the Church, Teresa did
not come to a life of deep
contemplation easily. Although as a
child she and her brother played at
being hermits, Teresa struggled
with the decision to enter the
Carmelite convent–finally forcing
her will to do so. She applied
herself to mental prayer, but due to
the frequent visitors and
conversation allowed at the
convent, she began to question the
time she spent in prayer. She
wondered if it was more humble to
set such prayer aside.

At the urging of a Dominican
friar, Teresa returned to mental
prayer, but still found her thoughts
“more busied about desiring that
the hour resolved to be spent in
prayer might come quickly to an
end, still listening when the clock
would strike, than upon better
things.”

However, God’s grace and
Teresa’s will again took over, as she
determined to commit herself to
union with God. She began to
receive visions and interior
communications. The uncertainty
about whether or not these
communications came from God
caused her to consult a number of
learned people. She received
varying opinions, which caused her
confusion and suffering. At last,
she met St. Peter of Alcantara,
whose spiritual advice greatly
assisted her.

As Teresa grew in prayer, she
demonstrated how one could live
both contemplatively and actively.
She founded convents of reformed
Carmelite nuns, leading them back
from a relaxed way of life to one
that was enclosed and more strict.
Along with St. John of the Cross,
she founded reformed Carmelite
monasteries.

Her reforms met with great
opposition in some areas, and this
divisiveness, as well as her lifelong
ill health, caused her many trials.
Teresa wrote letters and books
which have become spiritual
classics. In her writings she
explained that to grow in union
with God through prayer, we must
conform ourselves to His will. She
emphasized detachment, humility,
and perseverance. She is one of
three women saints to be named a
doctor of the Church.

In the next issue of the
“Courier” we will address the
“Characteristics of Humility” in
this continuing ten part series.
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Characteristics of
A Christian Steward

Adoration  -  What  is  It?

Adoring Christ in the Blessed Sacrament
Devoting an hour to the Lord
Offering a prayer for a friend
Reflecting on the many gifts He gives us
Accepting the Lord’s will
Taking time to pray
Inspiring others by example
Only an hour with the Lord
Now is the time to volunteer

by Kathy Purtle

Pat Phillips has recently retired
from her job as Day Captain for
Fridays. Pat has faithfully ensured
that there was coverage for each
hour on Fridays. Thank you, Pat,
for all your time and efforts in
contributing to the success of our
Daily Adoration program at Christ
the King! Pat’s successor will be
named at a future date.

In a statement to the
International Eucharistic Congress,
Pope John Paul II has declared that
the regular practice of Eucharistic
Adoration “fills our hearts with
new attitudes of humility,
generosity and openness to
purifying grace.... Through
adoration, the Christian

mysteriously contributes to the
radical transformation of the world
and to the sowing of the Gospel.”

When someone asked Mother
Teresa what was needed to convert
the United States and save the
world, she answered very simply,
“Prayer. What we need is for every
Parish to come before Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament in Holy Hours
of Prayer.”

Many of our “regular”
volunteers are presently on
vacation or have had schedule
changes during the summer
months. We are in need of
volunteers to fill these vacancies,
either on a permanent or temporary
basis. If you can help, please call
Kathy Purtle at 725-9030. God
Bless You!

Adoration News
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LEGION OF MARY
Submitted by Mike Mackin

The Legion of Mary is a
spiritual organization whose object
is the glory of God and the
sanctification of its members by
prayer and active cooperation
under Pastoral guidance doing the
Church’s work through Mary. The
Legion is at the disposal of the
parish priest for any and every
form of social service and Catholic
action, which the Pastor may deem
suitable to the useful welfare of the
parish. Under the direction of the
Pastor, the Legion of Mary
functions to assist the pastoral
team in such duties as visiting new
parishioners, perpetual census,
visiting the sick, house-to-house
visitation, Eucharistic visits and
other special assignments. The
Legion of Mary’s active members
meet weekly and encourage daily
recitation of the Legion Prayers
and Rosary.

Last Year’s 
Most Interesting Case

On a door-to-door visit, our
Legionaries encountered a family
whose grandmother lived with
them. The grandmother had no way
to get to Mass, and the family
members were non-practicing
Catholics. The grandmother had
moved here to Jacksonville to live
with family members instead of
living alone. She  said that she was
very glad the Legionaries had
found her and that her prayers had
been answered. She asked us to
come back for another visit. After
three separate visits, the family was
impressed that the Church did care
about fallen away Catholics and
made an appointment with one of
the priests to come back to the
Church and the Sacraments.

What is the Legion of Mary?

Begun in 1921, the Legion of
Mary is now a world-wide
apostolic organization of Catholic
men and women who place
themselves under the banner of
Mary, Queen of the Legion. With
the inspiration and guidance of the
Holy Spirit, they strive to develop
greater spirituality in their lives
while practicing the spiritual works
of mercy. Their purpose is for the
glory of God and the salvation of
souls.

The Legion setting follows the
Roman Army whose members were
called Legionaries. The local/parish
unit of the Legion is the
praesidium. A set of praesidia form
the curia and down to the lower
echelons. The International
headquarters, Concilium, governs
this worldwide organization from
Dublin, Ireland. The Commander
of this Army is Mother Mary

herself who wishes to see all her
children closer to her Son. Her
Legionaries bring the Good News
to all they meet.

Who can join the Legion of
Mary?

Membership in the Legion is
open to all Catholic men and
women who lead edifying lives and
are animated by the Legion spirit or
at least desire to foster that spirit in
themselves and are willing to fulfill
the required duties. Let’s listen to
the founder himself describe the
members of the Legion: “Not
special souls or unusual types, but
ordinary Catholics living the
everyday life of the world. Its
membership comprises the learned
and the unlearned, laborers and
leisured, the unemployed, widely
differing classes, colors, races,
including not a few whom the
world would consider as primitive
or depressed. In a word, it
represents typical Catholicism.”

Persons desiring to join must
apply for membership in a
praesidium. A praesidium numbers
from six to twenty members.
Praesidia are organized with the
approval of the local curia. The
praesidium may be for men only,
for women only, or mixed,
according to circumstances and
needs. Candidates have a three
months’ probation in which they
perform all the prescribed duties.
Then they become full-fledged
members by making the Legionary
Promise to the Holy Spirit during
the weekly meeting in the presence
of the praesidium. Any member
may be chosen as an officer and full
obedience is given to the authority
of the president approved by the
spiritual director.

The Legion is a lay apostolic
group and the spiritual director
remains behind the scenes as
advisor and director, representing
the clerical guidance required by
Catholic Action, which is a sharing
of the laity in the apostolate of the
hierarchy. A member must be at
least eighteen years old. However,
there are junior praesidia for those
between ten and eighteen years of
age, with duties befitting their
abilities, under the direction of a
senior Legionary.

Auxiliary members do not
undertake the active apostolate of
weekly meetings and weekly two
hour assignments, but they assist
the active Legionaries with the
Tessera prayers, which consist of
all the prayers of the weekly
meeting.

There are two kinds of
Auxiliaries–Coadjutors and lay
auxiliaries. Coadjutors include
priests and men and women
religious who offer their daily
prayers for the work of the Legion

and daily recite the Magnificat and
the accompanying prayer
mentioned above in the weekly
meeting. Moreover, orally or at
least mentally, they say this prayer
daily: “Mary Immaculate,
Mediatrix of all graces, I commit
into your hands, insofar as I can,
my daily Masses, Communions,
prayers, works and sufferings.”

The Lay Auxiliaries daily recite
the Tessera prayers–all the prayers
said in the weekly meeting by the
active members. Annually, as close
as possible to March 25, the feast of
the Annunciation, active and
auxiliary Legionaries assemble in a
sacred and solemn religious
ceremony, called the Acies, to
renew individually and collectively
their consecration to the Blessed
Virgin. This assembly recalls
Mary’s complete dedication to the
Holy Spirit during that momentous
visit of the Archangel Gabriel when
the fate of mankind hung in the
balance and awaited Mary’s free
acceptance. This impressive rite
reminds every Legionary of his/her

duty of surrendering to continue the
mission of crushing the serpent’s
head.

The Legion limits its activities
to the spiritual sphere. It has no
intentions of interfering with any
other Catholic organization. There
are no dues and no drives or
collections of any kind, not even
for charitable causes. Others do that
kind of work. The secret bag
collection is the only mention of
finances and this voluntary
contribution supports the highly
organized, far-flung Legion.

What do Legionaries do?

ACTIVE members meet
weekly (about 1½ hours) with their
Spiritual Director, usually in a

parish to pray, to report on and to
receive a work assignment. A
minimum of two hours work is
assigned by the president and
approved by the spiritual director
or pastor. Legionaries are required
to preserve absolute secrecy in
regard to sensitive matters
discussed or learned at the meeting
or in their work. Active members
recite daily the Catena (the
Magnificat, prayers of the Legion).
The work of a praesidium varies
from place to place but members
always go out in pairs to meet
people. Newer members are
instructed by the master-apprentice
method. Ideally, the praesidium
will hold evangelization/
conversion contacts as its highest
priority with conservation of the
Faith and consoling works
following. A partial list of works
includes:
1. Instructing and preparing others

to receive the Sacraments
2. Teaching the Catholic faith to

children or adults
3. Assisting the pastor with

conducting a census of his area
4. Visiting jail inmates, the

hospitalized, the homebound
sick or elderly, or residents of
nursing homes

5. Distributing rosaries, medals,
Catholic literature in a crowd
contact area
AUXILIARY members, the

praying wing of the Legion of
Mary, are lay faithful, priests, or
religious unable or unwilling to
assume the duties of active
membership. They recite daily
prayers of the Tessera, namely: the
Invocation and prayers of the Holy
Spirit, five decades of the Rosary,
the Catena, and the prayers
described as ‘concluding prayers’.
Active members of their attached
praesidium contact auxiliary
members at least once a year. An
invitation is extended to Acies, the
annual ceremony of reconsecration
to Mary, Queen of the Legion, held
around March 25th, the
Annunciation. Auxiliaries are
honored with a special function
around September 8th, the birth of
Our Blessed Mother.

Current Officers

President Mike Mackin  
744-6659

Vice President       Lillian Abelardo 
721-1838

Secretary Ann Culberhouse
641-4183

Treasurer Lourdes DeGuzzman
646-3757

Please call any of the officers for
further information. Currently we
have 15 active members and 181
auxiliary members.
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7th grade CCD class celebrates year of learning with a home Mass
In what is becoming an annual

event, students from Mrs. Jean
O’Connor’s seventh grade
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine
(CCD) class attended a Mass in her
home. Many of her students who
attended the CCD classes each
Wednesday evening at Christ the
King Catholic School during the
1999-2000 school year, jumped at
the opportunity for one last get-
together on June 7.

The Mass was both a learning
experience and a treat for Mrs.
O’Connor’s students. Father Brain

Carey, who celebrated the Mass,
took time to explain the reasons
and meanings behind each part of
the celebration, from the Scripture
readings to receiving the Holy
Eucharist. More than 20 people
attended the Mass which included
music performed by Mike
Figueroa. Tim Dougherty, one of
Mrs. O’Connor’s students, played
the Celtic Alleluia on his
saxophone.

One of the reasons for the
evening was to focus on the
transition of the 7th graders into

their final year of CCD as they
work toward their Confirmation.
Father Carey explained that with
our Baptism we were baptized in
the Spirit and cleansed of original
sin; and that with Confirmation, we
are confirming that we will
continue to live a Christian life and
follow in the ways of Jesus.

Following the Mass, the group
feasted on pizza, salad and soft
drinks. It was an opportunity to
thank Father Carey for his time and
teaching during the home Mass, to
reflect on the past year of learning
in CCD, and to look forward to the
coming year when the children of
Mrs. O’Connor’s 7th grade class
realize their goal of completing
their formal Catholic education and
are Confirmed in Christ. 

Father Carey pours sacrificial
wine into his chalice Home Mass attendees listen to Father Carey’s homily

Seminarian Dung Bui presents
the Blood of Christ during the

home Mass

Photos and
Story by

Bill Dougherty

Everyone joins hands to say the “Our Father”

(left) Mike Figueroa plays guitar while Mrs. O’Conner lead the home
Mass attendees in the opening song (right) Tim Dougherty of Mrs.
O’Connor’s 7th grade CCD class plays the Celtic Alleluia on his

saxophone.

(right) Following the
Mass and a pizza party,
everyone gathered in the
back yard for a Kodak

moment

Amy O’Connor reads from scripture during the
Mass
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Volunteers are life blood of Christ the King Ministries
With the diverse needs of a

church, it takes a diverse group of
volunteers to support the many
ministries of Christ the King
Catholic Church. That group of
volunteers was recognized during
the Ministry Dinner held on
Thursday, June 1.

The evening started with a 5:30
p.m. Mass celebrated by Father
Robert McDemott, our Pastor, in
honor of the many
accomplishments of the hundreds
of volunteers who gave of their
“time, talent, and treasure” to
support the many ministries.

Father McDermott praised
volunteers for their hard work,
determination, and devotion to their

God and their Church. Ministries
from Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament to the Stewardship
Program each have success stories
and the beneficiaries are the
parishioners of our church. A
detailed list of the different
ministries and telephone numbers
to call to be a volunteer are
available on page 28 of this edition
of the Courier.

At the Ministry Dinner, it was a
time for the volunteers to be served
instead of serving. Hundreds of
volunteers gather in the Parish Hall
during the social hour, sharing
stories and making new friends. A
scrumptious meal of chicken, rice,
and all the fixings was enjoyed by

all who attended. The meal was
followed by a large cake that
thanked each volunteer for their
time, love, and devotion.

There were hundreds of
volunteers who devote countless
hours to supporting the many
ministries, but the need is still
there. As our world grows more
complex and creates new and
challenging issues for families, it
will fall to the many ministries to
help people in times of need and
crisis. From opportunities to grow
spiritually, to helping the poor, or
visiting with the elderly to show
them they are loved and thought of,
each is part of the legacy that Jesus
passed on to us, to love one another
as we love Him.

The great part about the
ministries is that everyone can help.
Each of us has some gift we can
give. Each has “time, talent, and
treasure,” whether you are
volunteering time at the homeless
shelter, working as a volunteer at a
medical clinic, or gathering with
new friends at a bible study. It is as
simple as saying “yes.” That’s the
magic word and it will lead to
fulfilling times of helping others
and learning what it means to be a
“light for Christ.”

Please read about the various
ministries in this edition of the
Courier, and here’s hoping that
soon, you too, will be able to say
“yes.”

Story
and

photos
by Bill

Dougherty

Chef Allen of Marywood shows off some “goodies”
that will be served during the Ministries Dinner

The buffet-style dinner includes chicken and all the
fixings

Kathy Purtle points out some interesting parts of Cross &
Crozier - The History of the Diocese of St. Augustine, which

was presented to each volunteer by Father McDermott

Metellica has nothing on this group. Bernie Sans, Christ the King’s Music
Director, gets a hug from Michelle Putala and Kathy Nichols of his Adult

Handbell Choir who affectionately call themselves “Heavenly Metal”



August, 2000 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 23

Father Thanh shares a laugh with Leonard McCook

Volunteers get a sweet treat and a thank you with
these delicious cakes

(left and right) A diverse group of volunteers gathered at the Ministry Dinner to
share stories, a good meal, and to thank God for all the blessings He has bestowed upon all at Christ the King Church

Father Bob McDermott shares a moment with Tony Trotti and
Tony’s son, David

Life Teen volunteers are all  smiles at the Ministry Dinner

Father Carey autographs Cross and Crozier: The History of the
Diocese of St. Augustine for Christ the King volunteer Sam

Clements
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A Few Tools for the Journey
by Yolanda P. Cerqueira

Do you ever stop to think, as
you look back on your life, what
tools you would consider
absolutely essential to make it from
here to the other side? I’ve given
this some thought lately, maybe
because I’m moving faster and
faster from here and rounding the
curve to the other side.

The first tool that would be in
my bag would be the tool of
obedience. God gave us parents and
adults to be obedient to so that we
could learn the rules of living.
Don’t put your hand on top of a hot
stove certainly proves the point.
You can learn a lot by being
obedient. We are supposed to obey
the Commandments.  Do we? Well,
speaking for myself, there have
been many days in my life when I
wouldn’t have wanted to have a
face to face with God. The ultimate
objective, of course, is being

obedient because it is pleasing to
the Lord.

The next tool to be found in that
bag would be self-discipline. Oh,
what a wonderful gift that is!
Without self-discipline I would
imagine not much would be
accomplished unless under duress.
Reaching the stage where one is
really self-disciplined comes in
small increments. For example, a
child giving up candy for Lent is an
excellent start. An athlete soon
learns to be disciplined in his or her
routine if the person expects to be
successful. We need to learn all the
tricks and uses of this tool, because
when the big test comes involving
morals or ethics, you will definitely
know if you possess that tool.

Looking deeper into the bag, I
find the kindness tool. This is the
tool that, if I care for it properly,
will last a lifetime and that is very
good. We live in such a fast paced
world today that sometimes it
seems this tool is almost obsolete in

its usage, but not in its value. A
good place to hone this tool is in
your very own home. The people
who are nearest and dearest are the
ones we sometimes forget to
consider, and we take them for
granted. A kind word, or better still
a kind deed, especially unexpected,
can do much to gladden the outlook
of someone dear to your heart.

There are two more tools that
this writer considers essential for
the journey, although there are
many more.

The first of these that I have
found very valuable is the listening
tool. We need someone to share our
thoughts whatever they may be. As
a child, one remembers coming
home from school and your mother
greeting you with a smile and
perhaps some milk and cookies,
sitting down and listening to the
events of your day. Everything you
said was important to her. Your
mother, by her attentiveness, made
your thoughts and dreams
worthwhile and valuable. 

As we grow into maturity, the
need to have someone there is
every bit as important; however,
sometimes there is no one to listen
to us. I have lived many years, dear
readers, and I can assure you that
the listening tool is one of the best
gifts you could give anyone. We all
need someone to talk to, bounce
ideas off, and to be stroked
emotionally; at least I do. Believe
me, right in your own community,
there are people desperate for
someone to come to their door and
sit and visit and just listen. You
don’t have to do anything but have
an attentive ear. Remember how

you felt when your Mom nodded
approvingly of your daily
activities? Well, that is what you do
for someone else when you take the
time to listen. This is a dynamic
tool and when you take it out, be
careful that you use it according to
instructions given, or it can cause
undue damage to the lonely of
heart. And who is the greatest
listener of all? God, our Father,
who waits  patiently for us to tell
Him all.

I saved the best tool for last, for
without this one, the others lose
their potency. That tool is love. It is
the most powerful tool available to
mankind, for without it man is lost.
How do you know you possess that
tool in your journey bag? If you
need to dig too deep to find it, it
probably isn’t getting much use.
This tool is truly magical. When it
is used properly, it lights up the
face of a child, makes a man feel he
can accomplish anything, takes
burdens from the weary and gives
hope to all. As St. Paul says, love
never seeks to put self first, but
always the needs of others. Love
never exploits but always
promotes. And who should be our
model for using this tool perfectly
and at all times? It is Jesus, who
loved us so much that He died so
that we might have everlasting life.

If you can use any of the tools
in my bag, please feel free to help
yourself. The bag is never empty. If
you have a tool you would like to
share, you can do what I did. . .
write to the “Courier”.

We are all on a journey, some
on different roads, but still our
destination is the same.

Ex’s and More
It has been said that women marry men expecting to change them

and men marry women expecting them never to change. Because of this
mind set some relationships have problems. The following are questions
you might want to ask yourself.
If you obtained a divorce would you:

Visit your ‘ex’ in the 
hospital?
Lend your ‘ex’ some 
money if he/she was 
in dire need?
Help care for your 
‘ex’ if diagnosed with
terminal cancer?
If invited, attend the 
wedding of your ‘ex’?
Invite your ‘ex’ to 
your wedding?
Attend the funeral of 
your ‘ex’?
Call your ‘ex’ if 
he/she won the 
lottery?
Congratulate your 
‘ex’ on a big 
promotion?
Try to reconcile if 
you realized you 
made a big mistake?
Remember your ‘ex’
in your daily prayers?
Tell your ‘ex’ that you
are sorry for the 
trouble you caused?
Ever think about 
divorcing your new 

spouse?
Never have anything 
to do with your ‘ex’
spouse?
Always say 
something mean to 
your ‘ex’ when you 
swap children for a 
visit?
Go to confession and 
ask for God’s 
forgiveness?
Donate a vital organ 
to save the life of 
your ‘ex’?
Really be a full time 
parent if you had your
children only every 
other weekend?
Think of what you 
said before God and 
your friends the day 
married your ‘ex’?
Consider a divorce as 
capital punishment 
since it splits a 
husband and wife in 
half and usually does 
the same for children?

2000 DCM
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Trash or Treasure

by Eileen Porter

Trash or treasure - it depends on
one’s needs or point of view. The
KCee’s made over $700 on the
garage sale they held on April 28th
and had a lot of fun in the process.
The proceeds from this sale are
used to fund a number of the
KCee’s charities. Jean Sell very
generously offered the use of her
garage for the sale.

A wealth of items were donated
by Christ the King members and
their friends. There were many new
and used items donated. There were
home appliances, toys and lawn
equipment to mention a few.

A number of new and gently
used “teddy bears” were donated,
but instead of offering them for
sale, the KCee’s gave them to the
Sheriff’s Department for their
“Care Bear Program.” 

This program provides “teddy
bears” to small children who must
be removed from their homes -
providing a source of comfort to
these children at a stressful time.

The weather was perfect and
we had plenty of workers. All that
and  money for KCee’s charities -
what more could we have wanted?
Our thanks to all! 

KCee’s
Garage Sale

The Fabulous Fifties Knights of Columbus Style

by Eileen Porter

Just when we were beginning to
doubt that “The King” was still
alive - there he was in his
handsome black leather jump suit,
his wonderful “Duck Bill” haircut,
singing his heart out at the Knights
of Columbus’ 41st “Doc Broome

Benefit Ball.” If one of the Fuata
family members was missing
during Elvis’ performance - it was
just a coincidence. The King still
reigns supreme.

The ball was held on May 6 at
the Kingdome, with the ‘fabulous
50’s’ as its theme. It was a huge
success, with a sellout crowd.

Poodle skirts, blue jeans, hula
hoops and 50’s records set the
scene for the evening. KCee’s
member Shirley Mosley was in
charge of the decorations and did
an outstanding job of converting
the Kingdome into a 50’s dance
hall.

Thanks to chairman Chuck
Brendler, the evening was a
smashing success. Entertainment
was provided by Christ the King’s
multi-talented Fuata family. A
fabulous Italian dinner was catered

by Joseph’s Italian Restaurant and
was enjoyed by all.

Jan Clements won the hula
hoop contest, despite competition
from a number of Knights and their
Ladies. Betty Wheeler won the
basket of cheer and Jean Sell was
the winner of the 50/50 drawing.
There were a large number of door
prizes, but the real winners of the
evening were the numerous
charities funded by the Knights of
Columbus. 

Shoes
I think that I shall never see
A poem as lovely as a shoe.

A shoe that may in winter wear
A pair of rubbers everywhere:

A shoe that looks at mud all day
And lifts its leather tongue to say

“God save my sole!”
Poems are made by kids like me and you,

But only a cobbler can make a shoe.

Submitted by Father Neil J. Carr, S.J.

L to R: Maggie Damoto, Frank Gunther, Ruth Gunther,
Grace Berkey and Ward Berkey

Doc Broome and Guests
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Jacksonville International Air & Sea Spectacular coming Nov. 2-5
Naval Air Station (NAS)

Jacksonville and the City of
Jacksonville are again teaming up
to host one of the largest events on
the First Coast - the 2nd Annual
Jacksonville International Air and
Sea Spectacular.

The Air and Sea Spectacular
will be held Nov. 2-5 at the
Jacksonville Landing and NAS
Jacksonville. Navy and Coast
Guard ships will dock at downtown
piers near the Jacksonville Landing
and be open daily for tours. A
variety of events, including fly-bys,
U.S. Navy SEAL demonstrations,
band concerts, and even a “Meet
the Air Show Performers”
(including the U.S. Navy Blue
Angels) night scheduled for the
Jacksonville Landing on Friday,
Nov. 3. Look for a myriad of
military equipment located along
the riverfront area including tanks,
personnel carriers, jeeps, and other
military hardware.

This air portion of the Air &
Sea Spectacular is highlighted by
the return of the Blue Angels, the
U.S. Navy’s flight demonstration
squadron. The other main event is
the night-time air show slated for
Saturday, Nov. 4, at 5:30 p.m.
Come to the daytime air show on
Saturday, stay for a musical concert
at 4 p.m., and get a great spot to
watch the night show.

Events each day downtown at
the Jacksonville Landing begin at
10 a.m. and end at 6 p.m. The gates
at NAS Jacksonville open at 9 a.m.,
with the International Air Show
running from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  All
events are free and open to the
public. Free parking is available at
NAS Jacksonville. Parking fees
may be charged for street parking

in downtown Jacksonville on Nov.
2-3, during the business day.

Some of the military acts
confirmed for this year’s air show
include:
- United Kingdom “Red Devils”

Parachute Regiment
- Canadian “Sky Hawks”

Parachute Team
- U.S. Navy “Leap Frogs”

Parachute Team
- P-3 Orions from NAS

Jacksonville
- S-3 Vikings from NAS

Jacksonville
- F-14 Tomcats from NAS

Oceana, Va.
- F/A-18 Hornets from NAS

Oceana, Va.
Civilian acts confirmed for the air

show include:
- Les Shockley Jet Truck “Shock

Wave”
- Patty Wagstaff flying her Extra

300
- Red Baron Formation Team in

Stearman Biplanes (4 aircraft)
- Dale “Snort” Snodgrass in his

F-86
- Ian Groom in his Sukoi SU-27
- Manfred Radius in the Salto

Sailplane
- Pepsi Skydancer
- Morh Barnstorming
- Chuck Lischer in his F-260

Warrior

No coolers at the air show,
please.

For more information, go to the
Air & Sea Spectacular web site at
www.nasjaxairshow.com.

USS Doyle (FFG-39) will be pierside
at the Jacksonville Landing

Anniversary logo depicting 60 years of naval aviation history at
NAS Jacksonville will help to mark this special event

Story by
Bill Dougherty

Photos courtesy of
Naval Air Station

Jacksonville

Jubilee 2000 Eucharistic Conference Photos
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Having a ‘blast’ at Armed Forces Day/Scout Blast 2000
Cub scouts and Boy scouts

from North Florida and even up
into Georgia, including Christ the
King Church’s Troop 5 and Pack 5,
were wowed by the wide array of
activities at this year’s Armed
Forces Day/Scout Blast 2000 at
Naval Air Station Jacksonville.

The event began on Friday,
May 19, and included a two-day
campout for Scouts at the athletic
fields along NAS Jacksonville’s
Yorktown Avenue. More than
4,000 Boy and Cub Scouts (800
more than last year) set up camps
with various sized tents. WJXT TV
4’s Sports Director Sam Kouvaris
and News Anchor Tom Wills took
“4 On The Road” for a live
newscast from the Cub Scout
camp. One of the Cub Scouts was
picked to ask Kouvaris the “Stump
Sam” sports question, and he
“stumped Sam,” not an easy thing
to do.

Saturday, May 20, was the open
house and it was a triple
anniversary celebration. It was the
20th anniversary for Armed Forces
Day/Scout Blast (the first event
held in 1981), the 60th anniversary
for the opening of NAS
Jacksonville, and the 90th birthday
for Scouting.

With all these celebrations, you
had to have a parade, and that’s just
what the Scouts and the Navy did.
There were fire trucks, security and
police cars, go-carts, a marching
drum band, military vehicles, a
band from the Morocco Shrine
Temple, and scouts from each troop
and pack carrying their Scout
Flags. Steve Smith, WTLV TV 12’s
weatherman was on hand to cover
the parade “live” on the station’s
“Good Morning Jacksonville”
Saturday news program. The

parade was organized in just three
weeks and many who watched said
it was one of the best parades they
had ever seen.

At the completion of the
opening ceremony, a civil war
cannon fired a load blast and
Armed Forces Day/Scout Blast was
officially open. And what a blast,
with more than 200 booths inside
and out of Patrol Squadron Thirty’s
aircraft hangar. There were sports
mascots like the Jaguars’ Jaxon De
Ville and the Suns’ South-paw. You
could take a ride in a Jacksonville
Electric Authority bucket truck,
watch a police dog demonstration,
or play football with the Tomcats.
Steve Lindsey, the Jaguars kick-off
specialist, and the Jacksonville
Jaguars Roar were in a booth
signing autographs. It was a day of
pleasant exasperation at having so
many things to do and no enough
time to do it.

At four, the open house ended
for visitors, but Armed Forces
Day/Scout Blast was still going
strong for scouts. After cleaning
out their booths and eating dinner
back at the camps, the scouts and
their families returned to the flight
line to watch a fireworks display.

On Sunday after Mass, the
scouts cleaned up their camp sites
and then helped the Navy conduct a
Foreign Object Damage (FOD)
walk-down, picking up trash and
debris to make sure it couldn’t be
sucked into aircraft engines and do
damage. By 11 a.m., all the tents
were packed up and the fields were
empty. Armed Forces Day/Scout
Blast was only a great memory for
the scouts and the Navy who are
looking forward to another great
celebration in 2001.

NAS Jacksonville fire trucks, with sirens blazing,
make their way along the parade route

All Scouts who camped out over the weekend
received this commemorative patch

to mark the occasion
(left) Scouts get the ride of
their life in a Jacksonville
Electric Authority bucket
truck (right) Employees
from NAS Jacksonville’s
Disease, Vector, Ecology
and Control Office show
the Scouts how to handle

non-poisonous snakes

Story by Bill
Dougherty

Photos courtesy of
NAS Jacksonville



Page 28 Christ the King Courier August, 2000

Coordinator of
Volunteer Services
If you would life to volunteer your
Time, Talent, & Treasure but not sure
what you would like to do or maybe
you’re in a ministry but the one you
want, call Al Martin, 744-4302.

LITURGY

Altar Server Ministry
Interested youth 5th grade or older
and who have received First Holy
Communion.  Once trained they are
entered into a rotating schedule for
the Masses. Contact  Jim Litchkofski
at 646-0694.

Eucharistic Ministers
Assisting the clergy in the
distribution of  Holy Communion
either during Mass or by bringing the
Eucharist to the homebound or
hospitalized. Candidates are chosen
by Father Robert J. McDermott as
recommended by the priests and staff
members of the parish. Elizabeth
Tadros, coordinator, 725-6745.

Gift Bearers
Families, Individuals or Parish
ministries who want to bring the gifts
to the altar during Mass.  Call Kathy
Weedon at 221-5468.

Lector Ministry
A Lector is an instrument of God’s
grace and proclaims His word for our
Christian Community. Call Lucille
Guzzone, 724-9617.

Music Ministry
Any individual who has a talent with
music or can play an instrument or
just interested in the Singing Choir,
Handbell Choir, Funeral Choir, or
being a Cantor for Mass, call Bernie,
724-0080.

Sacristans
We help prepare for the celebration
of Mass. For more information on
how you can be a Sacristan call Ray
Hauck, 641-0205.

HOSPITALITY

Mass Greeters
Welcome all who come to Mass. This
team may offer the only contact
many parishioners have in our faith
community. Great opportunity for
adults and families. Contact the chief
usher at the Mass you are attending
for more information.

Ushers
Men and women who commit to
attend the same Mass every week.
They are requested to wear a navy
blue jacket and to assist the  celebrant
as needed.  Call Howard Sell at 744-
5937.

SPECIAL SERVICES

Altar Society
Individuals who care for the vessels,
vestments and linens used in the
Liturgies. Call Debbie Scobie at 723-
3977.

Beautification Committee
Individuals and families who want to
beautify the church grounds.  Meet
the third Saturday of every month 9-
12 noon in the church parking lot by
the fountain.  Come  join us in
beautifying His House. Call Terry
Riggs 744-7357.

Religious Articles Gift Shop
Volunteers who staff the gift shop
before and after Sunday Masses and
Wednesday Marion Mass. Call
Maureen McCook at 642-2725.

Seasonal Church Decorating
Decorating the church and gathering
area, during different seasons of the
church. Contact Terri Vogelsang,
744-6310 for information on how
you can help.

Sunday Childcare
For 8:30 & 10:00 Masses
Christ the King Childcare &
Religious Formation for your 1-4
year old child in the Child Care
Center. Free of charge. Call Marsha
Williams, 221-4459 or Donna
Iglesias, 725-0680 to help or for
more information.

PRAYER MINISTRIES

Daily Adoration
We need people who are willing to
sign up for one hour a week so that
someone is praying all during the
day. Adoration is in the Sacred Heart
Chapel, Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. Please call Kathy Purtle at
725-9030 or sign up on Time and
Talent Pledge weekend.

Nocturnal Adoration
Held on the first Friday of each
month from 10 p.m.-6 a.m. There are
eight groups who rotate their hour
each month. If you would like to join
us in this prayer ministry, call Marty
Polsenski at  384-4392.

Prayer Network
One of our newest and most
rewarding ministries - praying for
others in need - spiritual, health
related and other. Please call Donnell
Baer at 743-6174.

ORGANIZATIONS

Christ the King Council of
Catholic Women (CKCCW)
Our board meets monthly,
September-June, to guide our seven
circles who meet at various times
during the month. Our General
meeting is the last Thursday of each
month at 7 PM. We welcome new
members. Call Pat Setser, 399-3198.

Christ the King Courier
Interested in publishing a
newspaper? We need proofreaders,
reporters, photographers, etc. We
meet Wednesdays in the rectory at 7
p.m.  Call Judy at 724-0080.

Widow/Widowers Support
For those who have lost loved ones.
Contact Isabelle Fusco at 724-5186
for info on the next time we meet.

Hispanic Ministry
We wish to develop a parish ministry
to worship and meet the spiritual and
social needs of the growing Hispanic
population at Christ the King. We
meet every Monday at 7 P.M. for
Bible study in the Rectory. Call Rosa
Townsend, 744-9231.

Landings
Works with Catholics who have been
away from the Church for a period of
time and wish to return.  Contact
Jackie Davis, 743-6667.

The Legion of Mary
Men or women who offer their
services to their pastor, to aid him in
performing spiritual works in the
parish. Members may be active or
auxiliary (praying).Weekly meetings
are held every Monday at 7 p.m. in
the rectory. Call James Scott at 757-
8423.

M.O.M.S.  Ministry
Ministry of Mothers Sharing, is
designed to encourage prayer,
discussions, and friendships between
women of all ages.  Call Carroll Ann
Black, 221-2642

Parish Council
The Parish Council is a consultative
body that the Pastor can pray and
reflect with, and ask for assistance to
guide in the overall care/ministry of
the Parish and the enhancement of its
mission. Meetings are the first
Monday of each month at 5:30 PM in
the Rectory. Call Mike Mackin at
744-6659. It is made up of
representatives (President,
Chairperson or Facilitator) from each
ministry in the Parish, as well as
representatives from the Finance
Council, Christ the King School,
Christ the King Daycare, Athletic
Association, Scouts, Knights of
Columbus, Marriage Encounter,
Sponsor Couples, and Wedding
Coordinator. Elections are held every
two years to elect a President, vice-
president, secretary-recording,
secretary- clerical from the body of
representatives.

Queens and Kings
Our lively senior citizens socialize
on the second Sunday of each month
from 1:30-4 p.m. September through
June. Do come to enjoy! Call Pat
Humbard, 396-6073.

Respect Life 
We are a ministry wishing to make a
difference in people’s lives either by
supporting the Saint Gerard House,
Project Rachel, Respect Life
Pilgrimage and the Diocesan Respect
Life Program. Sign up at the Time
and Talent Fair or contact Patty or
Mike Maroney, 743-9227.

Single and Single Again
Alone? Join us! We’re the Single and
Single Again Support Group,
meeting new friends and enjoying
social activities. We meet Tuesdays,
7:30 PM in the Shirley David Hall.
Call Pat, 722-8525.

Sponsor Couples
Needed married couples to help
engaged couples discern if marriage
is for them. Call Jim/Mary Ann
Middleton at 743-3951 for further
information.

ST. VINCENT DePAUL
PROGRAMS

St. Vincent de Paul
Emergency Assistance
We need volunteers to work in the St.
Vincent de Paul office in the rectory,
providing referrals and assisting
people who need immediate help.
Hours are from 10 a.m. till noon
Monday through Friday. Call Ernie
Waller at 743-3395.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
We were founded by people who care
about the problems of those around
them. We care and would like you to
share the care with us. For
information on how to become a
Vincentian call Ernie Waller 634-
8544,  x1, and leave a message.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
ADULTS

Bible Study
Individuals wishing to study the
Bible. They meet Thursday mornings
at 9 a.m. and another group meets at
7 p.m. in the rectory. All are welcome
to join. For more information contact
Father Brian Carey at 724-0080.

Faith Sharing Small Groups
Small groups of people meeting in
private homes to discuss the Sunday
readings and sharing how these
readings relate to our daily lives.
Contact Helene Meyer, 724-9105.

R.C.I.A.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Preparing people to enter the
Catholic Church through an inquiry
and catechetical process. Call Marie
or Lyle Stewart, 721-2849.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
YOUTH

C.C.D.
Opportunity for students grades 1-8
to learn/experience the Catholic faith
with others in their age group.
Sessions held September-May in the
school on Wednesday 7-8 p.m.
Sunday Mass attendance required.
Call Subdeacon Eli Shami at 721-
3334, on Wednesdays, 7-8 pm at
724-2954.

C.C.D. Teachers
Needed certified teachers to teach
grades 1-8 catechism. If you feel
called to reach out to young people
this may be the place for you. Call
Subdeacon Eli Shami at 721-3334.

C.C.D. Volunteers
Volunteers needed for Wednesday
nights during the school year to help
teachers and clerical staff. Call
Subdeacon Eli at 721-3334.

Vacation Bible School
A week long summer program
(usually in August) for children ages
4-11 years to help deepen their faith
and involvement in the Christian
community. Fun for everyone.  Call
Diana Mattox at 928-9224.

TEEN PROGRAM

Life Teen
Youth ministry program with a
strong focus on the Eucharist.  Meet
Sunday for Mass (usually at 5 p.m.)
and Life Night (fellowship)
afterwards.  Call  Nancy, 398-1961 

Life Teen  -  Core Team
Over 18, have a love for teens and are
not currently a parent of a teen. Meet
on Sundays at 6:15 p.m. in the
rectory.  Call Nancy Powers at 398-
1961 for more information. on
meeting times.

Parents for Life-Teen
Adults or parents interested in
supporting the Life Teen program.
Membership is open to all adults
regardless of whether or not you are
a parent. Activities are creative, fun,
exciting and diverse. Call Jeanette,
725-7559 or 354-4846.

Teen Stewardship
Teens share their Time, Talent and
Treasure with their parish. Call Gus
& Jackie Carlson at 465-6957.

Teen Stewardship Volunteers
Meet twice a year to coordinate
service hours and pledges of teens.
Call Jackie & Gus Carlson 465-6957.

CHILD CARE

Child Care Center
Adults wanting to share their talents
in the three different subcommittees:
educational, plant facilities, and fund
raising. Contact Theresa Little at
724-7239.

CHRIST THE KING
SCHOOL

Christ the King Catholic School
Grades Pre-K thru 8th grade. The
principal is Janet Morton. The school
has many needs for volunteers on a
daily, weekly, and monthly basis.
The school seeks assistance in the
office, cafeteria, library, and clinic.
Volunteers are needed as board
members and business partners,
room mothers, and speakers. Help
with the yearly golf tournament is
also needed. Call 724-2954.

SCOUTING PROGRAMS

Boy Scouts
Troop 5 sponsored by Christ the
King Church.  Boys 6-12th  grade.
Meet Tuesdays, 7 p.m.  in the Scout
Hut-Call Rob 981-0363.

Catholic Scouting Committee
Adult individuals interested in
providing youth ministry through the
scouting program.  Meets 4 times a
year; organizes and implements
“Catholic camporee” for all Scouts
once a year; attend spring awards
ceremony. Training provided. Call
Donna, 641-0698.

Cub Scouts
Pack 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys in 1st -5th grade. Dens
meet weekly in the Scout Hut. Call
Dave Waters 721-6567 or Donna
Baker, 641-0698.

Girl Scouts
Girls of different age levels that meet
weekly or bi-weekly in the Shirley
David Hall after school or in the
evenings. Call Nancy at 745-3751.

SPECIAL ASSISTANCE

Advent Tree
A program that puts smiles on  faces
of people at Christmas time. Those
who share time and talent in this
ministry help put up the Advent Tree
with special paper ornaments.
Parishioners choose ornaments to
take home, purchase the gift, return
the ornament with the gift attached to
it. Volunteers needed to help
distribute the gifts to nursing homes,
orphanages, etc. Call Trudy Cameron
at 724-0511.

Habijax - Habitat for Humanity
Forms partnerships between those in
need and those who are willing to put
their faith into action by donating
their time, talent, and treasure to
construct such housing.  Call Bill
Damato at 642-8920.

I. M. Sulzbacher
Individuals who give two hours of
their time to 400-500 men, women
and children the third Tuesday of
each month by saying grace, serving
dinner and cleaning up the kitchen.
Call Donnell, 743-6174.

MEDICAL SERVICES

Blood Drive
Twice a year Christ the King Church
along with the Florida Georgia Blood
Alliance holds a blood drive. Call
Karlene Simmons, 642-8319.

Christ the King Clinic
Staffed by Doctors, Registered
Nurses and ancillary support people
from Christ the King Parish.  They
donate their services the fourth
Saturday of each month 9-1p.m. Call
Janis at 398-4392.

Parish Nurse Ministry
Nurses who belong to Christ the
King Parish willing to volunteer their
time and talent to support the
ministry of health within the parish.
Call Barbara at 724-1776.

OFFICE/RECTORY

Rectory Office Volunteers
Adults willing to volunteer a
morning/afternoon/all day Monday
thru Friday 9-5. Different positions
available: receptionist, clerical,
computer operator. Call the Rectory
at 724-0080 for more information.

AFFILIATED
ORGANIZATIONS

Christ the King 
Athletic Association (CKAA)
Serves children (ages 5-12, boys;  5-
15, girls) who believe that youth
athletics provide valuable lessons in
citizenship/teamwork. Also, if you
would like to contribute toward the
cost associated with registering a
child for a C.K.A.A. sport, call Tom
Wildes, 221-1118.

Cursillo 
A Renewal movement of individuals
in the Church who want to deepen
their faith and enhance their walk
with Christ. Call Carl Ludwig at 724
-8485.

K’ Cees
Organization of Catholic Women,  an
auxiliary of the Knights  of
Columbus Council 4727. They
help/support the Knights.  Meetings
are at the Knights’ Hall on Merrill
Road on the fourth Tuesday of each
month at 8  p.m. Call Inge Morgan,
725-1838 for information.

Knights of Columbus 
Organization of Catholic men and
their families dedicated to promoting
concepts of charity, unity, fraternity
and patriotism.  If you are a
practicing Catholic man at least 18
yrs. old, interested in fellowship with
people who share the same beliefs,
call Pat Bianco, 743-4999.

L ’ Arche Harbor House Mutual
ministry with members and
assistants, building community
support and awareness to the needs
and gifts of the disabled members of
the L’ Arche Harbor House family.
Call Dottie Klein at 744-4435.

Marriage Encounter
A program designed to teach married
couples how to better communicate,
to strengthen and support Christian
marriage.  Contact Emilo and
Theresa Gonzalez-Chavez 721-0012.

Pre Cana/Engaged Encounter
For information on upcoming
workshops and weekends, call 308-
7474.

MINISTRIES
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Welcome Back,
Dorothy and Leroy

by Pat Bell and Barb Hanuscin

On June 3, the Single and
Single Again Ministry held one of
their popularly attended dances at
the Knights of Columbus Hall on
Hendricks Avenue. This dance was
extra special to members and

regular attendees because the
guests of honor were original
founders, Dorothy Boyd and Leroy
Garvin. Leroy and Dorothy were
also instrumental in organizing the
dances that are open to all singles.

The reunion was even more
joyous due to the circumstances

surrounding Leroy’s ability to
attend. Leroy had been gravely ill
since last October spending many
months in the hospital’s intensive
care unit. Many prayers were
offered through prayer networks at
Christ the King and other churches
of different faiths throughout the
city. There were times when
Leroy’s life hung by a thin thread.
He has had a difficult road to
recovery and has a way to go still,
but throughout it all he remains the
same friendly, gentle guy. Dorothy
can be credited with seeing him
through the ordeal and being his
patient advocate.

When they walked onto the
dance floor, they were greeted with
a standing ovation. Another
standing ovation was given when
Leroy set aside his cane and danced
a slow dance with Dorothy.

Pat Bell presented Leroy and
Dorothy with a plaque in
appreciation of all their efforts in

getting the Ministry established at
Christ the King.

Dorothy and Leroy have moved
to Ohio and their outgoing
enthusiasm is greatly missed by
members of Christ the King Single
and Single Again Ministry, as well
as other singles groups in the
diocese. They are missed, but will
always be remembered and most
welcome here by all.

The Single and Single Again
Ministry meets every Tuesday in
the Shirley David Hall at Christ the
King, and is open to adult singles of
all ages, divorced or widowed.
There are regularly scheduled pot
luck dinners, planning meetings,
game nights, speakers, and other
activities for weekends. 

If you would like more
information on the activities or
dances, please feel free to attend.
There are no membership dues.
You may also call 722-8525 for
more information. 

L-R: Dorothy Boyd, Leroy Garvin and Pat Bell

Parish Nurse Ministry

by Barbara Hanuscin

On April 27, a meeting of the
Parish Nurse Ministry (PNM) of
Christ the King Parish was held at
the home of Barbara Hanuscin. The
prospective volunteers were
welcomed by Betty Crowell, who
serves as the Parish Nurse
Coordinator for St. Vincent’s
Medical Center. Betty gave a short
summary of what Parish Nurse
Ministry is and shared some of her
experiences. Christ the King’s new
pastor, Father Bob McDermott, was
welcomed and introduced, as was
Pat Thomas, Stewardship Director
for Christ the King. Pat’s
encouragement made the formation
of the Parish Nurse Ministry a

possibility at Christ the King. Lou
DeGuzman, who is a familiar face
doing the blood pressure screenings
on the first Sunday of the month,
was also in attendance. Mrs.
Margaret Campbell, the Health
Council Representative from the
Queens and Kings, was present as
well.

A fond farewell was bid to
Felishia Iwenjiora, who was
instrumental in the early formation
of the Parish Nurse Ministry at
Christ the King. She and her
husband, Francis, have recently
moved to the Washington, D.C.,
area  and they will be greatly
missed.

It was not long ago that she and
Francis completed R.C.I.A. classes

under the guidance of Father Carey.
Their enthusiasm and eagerness to
serve were also evident in their
volunteer service with the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul. Father
McDermott presented them with a
going away gift on behalf of the
Parish Nurse Ministry.

Currently, the Parish Nurse
Ministry performs Blood Pressure
Screening on the first Sunday of
each month after the 8:30 and
10:00 a.m. Masses. PNM serves as
a link for the parish, often
providing medical resource
guidance for parishioners. The
PNM also has a small durable
medical equipment bank and
accepts donations of items.

If you would like more
information on joining the Parish
Nurse Ministry, please phone
Barbara Hanuscin at 724-1776. If
you are interested in attending the
next Parish Nurse Ministry
seminar, contact Betty Crowell of
St. Vincent’s Parish Nurse
Coordinator office at 308-7558. If
you have medical equipment such
as walkers, crutches, wheelchairs,
shower chairs, siderails, etc., or if
you wish to be contacted by one of
the Parish Nurse Coordinator
volunteers, please call the St.
Vincent de Paul help line at 634-
8544, extension #1, and leave a
message with your phone number.
You will be contacted by the Parish
Nurse Coordinator.

Father McDermott present going away gift to
Felishia Iwenjiora

Hails and Farewells

L-R: Margaret Campbell, Lou deGuzman, Betty Crowell,
Felishia Iwenjiora and Barbara Hanuscin
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by Ray Walker

Justice happens when wrongs
are set right. No one believes this
more than a local Jacksonville man,
Ted Hires, Sr. Once you get to
know Hires, and what he is all
about, you cannot help but wonder
if Jesus might have had him in
mind when he introduced this
Beatitude along with all the others,
to the crowd on a hill bordering the
Sea of Galilee some 2000 years
ago: “Blessed is he who hungers
and thirsts for justice, for he will be
satisfied.” Matthew 5:11.

Ted Hires not only thinks that
justice is a worthy idea, as most of
us do—he really hungers for it. But
it was not always this way. Prior to
1995, he was just like the rest of
us—he talked about it but did
nothing to make it a reality. What
happened on February 24 of that
year was that “all hell broke
loose”—literally!

The owner of several Sonny’s
Real Pit Bar-B-Q restaurants in the
Jacksonville area, Ted and three of
his employees were working at his
office on Lane Avenue. It was 11
a.m. when two men slammed open
the front door and burst in
brandishing hand-guns, kicking
and forcing all inside to the floor.
One robber put his gun to Ted’s
head and cocked the trigger. He

knew that this was it—he was
going to die—but nothing
happened. (Later, he learned that an
employee from next door, walking
by, glanced in the front window and
saw what was happening at the
same time that the two assailants
spotted him and knew they had
been seen).

A dead silence fell over the
area. After an eternity of one or two
minutes, Hires raised up and looked
around the room—it was empty
except for himself and the three
employees still stretched out on the
floor. He walked to the window and
looked out. He could not believe
his eyes. There were the two
robbers, calmly standing in the
middle of the parking lot, waiting
for an approaching car to pick them
up.

Seven times in the 16 years he
had been associated with Sonny’s,
one or another of his stores had
been robbed, with no one ever
caught or arrested. A few moments
ago, on the floor with the gun
pressing against his head, he was
afraid and mad, but totally helpless.
Now, as he reached for his own gun
and cellular phone, he was no
longer afraid or helpless—just
plain mad.

As the robber’s car pulled out
onto busy Lane Avenue, Ted and
one of his employees jumped into
their own car parked nearby,
determined to follow the getaway

car and make sure the assailants
would not get off scot-free. Calling
the police on his phone, Ted kept
them posted on the direction both
cars were going. Suddenly, as if out
of thin air, several police cars
materialized ahead and surrounded
the fugitives. After a brief struggle,
it was all over. The two men were
handcuffed in the back seat of
police cars and were on their way to
justice.

At that moment in time, in the
middle of a busy street in suburban
Jacksonville, Ted Hires vowed he
would do everything in his power
to stop this kind of victimization.
He contacted as many victims
similar to himself as he could, and
they brain stormed over what could
be done (1) to get justice for the
victims and (2) to try to deter, as
much as possible, similar crimes
from happening in the future. The
result was the formation of The
Justice Coalition on July 6, 1995.
How apropos that it saw the breath
of life almost simultaneously with
the celebration of American
Independence Day.

If The Justice Coalition had a
mission statement, it would simply
be this: our number one goal is to
provide support for innocent
victims of violent crimes, and God
is our only hope. The faith
community and the churches are
the best sources of support for the
programs that work and are already
in place.

A special fund offers financial
rewards to those responsible for
providing information leading to
the arrest and conviction of
suspected criminals, while a
monthly newspaper keeps all
abreast of who is wanted for what
and who has been apprehended.
When victims contact the Justice
Coalition, they are given full
support, including financial
assistance if need be. Courts are
monitored constantly to assure that
justice is done, and that the culprit
gets what is coming to him and the
rights of victims are protected.

In the short five-year period
since the inception of this program,
hundreds of criminals have been
brought to justice, and an equal
number of victims have been aided
and consoled. The Justice Coalition
has received the enthusiastic
support of the local Sheriff’s office,
the State Attorney’s Office, and
national attention and praise for its
efforts and results. Governor Jeb
Bush asked them to head up the
introduction of the 10-20-LIFE law
recently enacted, wherein criminals
are assured, if they commit a crime
while carrying a gun, they will get
a minimum sentence of 10 years; if
the gun is discharged while
committing the crime, they will get
a minimum sentence of 20 years;
and, if someone is injured by the
discharging of this gun during the
commission of a crime, they will be
given a life sentence.

“We, the public, who are almost
always the victims, have got to start
caring about each other,” Ted told
me in his small but well-ordered
office. “We need to stop this kind of
senseless crime from happening by
getting involved in a crime watch
program, and we need to care
enough about the other guy to reach
out and help when a violent crime
has happened.”

Community Watch

“The only thing necessary for
evil to triumph is for good people to
do nothing.”

The above quote is accredited
to Edmund Burke, a British
statesman (1729-97) who
championed many human rights
causes. At the outset of this year
(2000), a new program was kicked
off with the name Community
Watch. While it involves average
citizens, it is usually in the course
of their employment by the
corporate sector. Men and women
who drive vehicles, whether they
are service or delivery, in and
around one or many neighborhoods
during their daily activities, are key
players in the Community Watch
Program.

All of them receive a brief
indoctrination period where they
are trained to look out for either a
crime in process or a suspicious
activity. They learn how to get vital
information and how to relay it
immediately to the proper
authorities by way of their cell
phones and radios. Jacksonville
Electric Authority (JEA) was
among the first businesses to
introduce this program to their
employees. A JEA worker, the very
first day after his training period,
observed a suspicious activity on
his route, reported it and a crime
was stopped.

Already, in the short five month
period since Community Watch
began, there are over 40 companies
participating with some 10,000
vehicles involved with trained
people constantly moving around
Jacksonville, seeking to stop crime
before it begins, or, if nothing else,
bringing those committing crimes
to quick justice. Many more
businesses and corporations are
needed to join in this activity.

The Justice Coalition and the
Community Watch programs are
working because people have been
willing to reach out and help their
neighbor and have become
involved. There is something for
every one of us to do, whether we
are 20 or 80. A simple phone call to
Ted Hires and The Justice Coalition
can readily answer your question—
WHAT CAN I DO?  (783-3312).

“The Lord is just and loves
justice.” Psalm 11:7

Ted Hires, Sr. in his office on Lane Ave.

WE ARE ALL VICTIMS
“Blessed is he who hungers and thirsts for justice, for he

will be satisfied.” Matthew 5:11

Clown Ministry in Action
A Mass of Thanksgiving

by Janice Jendryn

On Saturday, June 24, 2000, at
3 p.m. a Mass of Thanksgiving was
held at Assumption Catholic
Church.  Bishop John Snyder and
the Holy Trinity Foundation
celebrated the establishment of the
Trinitarian Handmaids of the
Divine Word (Nuns from the
Philippines).

The reception following the
Mass was well attended. Lady
Lavender and Son were pleased to
meet and greet the sisters and their
well-wishers in the Parish Hall.
Entertainment was supplied by
highly talented teen dancers,
charming youngsters appearing as
soloists on the violin and vocalists,
as well as adult vocalists.

The sisters graced the
festivities with their own
composition – a musical ‘thank
you,’ and accompanied their vocals

with the melodic sounds of the
guitar. The diocese is truly blessed
to have these holy women minister
in our area.

(Clowns also ministered at
L’Arche Harbor House.  See page
15 for story.)

COMMUNITY WATCH
WHAT CAN I DO?

CALL 783-3312



For me there was great
enlightenment about the Old
Testament topics because Father
Carey shared so much of his
accumulated knowledge from his
studies and his recent year in the
Holy Land. The scriptures
blossomed. Another pleasant effect
of the weekly meetings was the
camaraderie developed among the
regular participants. So good to
study and pray together with such
nice people!

Betty Wheeler

The Bible study helped me to
better  understand the Bible.  The
main reason I am taking the Bible
study is to get to know God and this
study gives me that better
understanding of God.

Barbara Crane

Revelation is a difficult but rich
book in the New Testament.  Father
Carey has unusual gifts of the
knowledge of symbols, history,
locations, and personalities in the
Bible and the Church. Sharing so
much of himself and his knowledge
makes the Bible come alive and
allows the group members to learn
how to open up the words and
arrive at a deeper understanding of
what it means to really live the kind
of life that is truly Christian.
Because of his openness the whole
group is able to learn and practice

the wonderful gifts of both giving
and receiving themselves.

Mickey Kenny

The study of Revelation was a
revelation!  The misconceptions we
had about Revelation were cleared
up and it was a wonderful
experience filled with true
knowledge and enjoyment.

Jo Thomas 
It is always something special

to be a student in Father Carey’s
Bible Study, but Revelation was
above and beyond any ordinary
class.

I have always heard that
Revelation was scary, mysterious,
and difficult to understand, but that
was not the case in this study.
Father made all those symbols and
images seem almost normal. He
was able to explain it in a fashion
that one could understand.

Father always showed such
good humor with our sometimes
repetitious questions and bland
stares. His knowledge of the
subject and his constant
reassurance that we too were
capable of unlocking the drama of
Revelation is a tribute to his
unfailing patience, academic
knowledge, and love for the Word.
How fortunate we are to have such
a fine teacher.

Yolanda Cerqueira

For many years I read the
scriptures over and over and often
wondered about certain passages
and what they actually meant to
me.  I tried to visualize the
characters involved but having
been brought up in this modern era
of ours it was very hard to do.

Then one day I heard about
Father Brian Carey’s Bible study
classes and I enrolled. I don’t have
the words to describe my
amazement when I started to find
out the true meaning of the
scriptures and this, thanks to Father
Carey’s sharing his knowledge of
the Bible with our group. 

Sharing each one’s personal
experiences with something
connected to scripture was a joy. It
was great to hear how each of us
related to the characters in
scripture. I can hardly wait for the
next session after the summer.

Elmer Aponte

When I learned that Father
Carey would be conducting a Bible
study on the book of Revelation I
became excited with anticipation
about this particular Bible study.
The Book of Revelation has always
been a great mystery to me and
caused me to be fearful. Before the
classes began I prayed to the Holy
Spirit asking Him to open my mind,

ears, and heart so I might be able to
understand what the Book of
Revelation was all about.

Father Carey did an excellent
job of enabling me to understand a
little more clearly the meaning of
this book, so much so that I am
endeavoring to re-read the Book of
Revelation in an effort to clarify in
my mind some things I may have
missed in our class or may not have
understood completely.

The Book of Revelation is
definitely not all gloom and doom.
Father Carey explained the
meaning of the symbols and images
that dominate the Book and which
really confuse those persons just
picking up the Bible and trying to
understand its meaning.

Thank you Father Carey for all
your input and making learning the
Bible a pleasure.

Margaret Damato
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Our Thursday Bible Studies - Revelations
Our Thursday Bible Study program is growing! We feel that it is filling a void that a lot of Catholics didn’t

know existed. New members are always welcome. Our next study begins in October and will be on First
and Second Corinthians. Please call the Rectory at 724-0080 if you would like to join. Learning God’s

News is a very rewarding experience. Some of our members have expressed their insights on the Book of
Revelation.

‘Here I stand, knocking at the door.
If anyone hears me calling and
opens the door, I will enter his

house and have supper with him
and he with Me.’

Revelation 3:20

Continued from page 1
School Dedication
The corridors on both floors

will be covered with hunter green
industrial weave carpet. It doesn’t
unravel and is generally easy to
clean. It should also cut down on
the noise generated by 12
classrooms of 26 children each.
The hunter green color will be
repeated on the door frames and
stair handrails. The walls will be a
dove gray.  

In September, 1954, Father
Larkin was sent to organize a new
parish in Arlington, and the
following February it was formally
established and given the name of
Christ the King Catholic Church.
As long-time parishioners know
there have been many changes
signaling growth since then. The
latest will be the opening of the
newest two-story school building. 

Fortunately, when the building
was erected, Bishop Larkin had the
foresight to have it built with
capability to support a second story.
This, and the fact that the building
met today’s codes were confirmed
by the architect, Bill Bishop, two
years ago. This eliminated potential
additional expenses. The
completion of this building
represents the completion of Phase
I and the beginning of Phase II,
which will include the Sister
Therese Horan Library and Media
Center. 

When Father McDermott came
to the parish, there was a minimal
amount of work done at that point.
The perimeter had been sealed off
with fences and one classroom had
been gutted. Part of the reason for
the delay was the two extra months
it took to get the required permits. 

The Fannin Company, general
contractor, has put the project in
rush mode, pulling people from
other sites to complete this job.
Thompson Electric has done the
electrical work. Now the school is
on schedule to be ready by August
15, when the teachers return to
school. The students return on
August 23. 

Father McDermott took this
writer on a tour of the school and
said he has been blessed to know
people who are willing to work on
parish projects for a small stipend.
Art and Danny Munier are the
father and son team that re-did the
Parish Hall. As soon as that was
completed Father McDermott put
them on the school project. It made
a significant difference. They are
doing a lot of the inside work,
particularly the fire-retardant
acoustical ceiling tile. It is recessed
tile, so it looks much nicer than a
flat ceiling.

Bob and Mike Kitchens from
Starke, friends of Father
McDermott, did all the tile work in
the bathrooms. They did great work
for him at St. Patrick’s and he
wanted to re-use their services.

Father McDermott called up
MacDonald’s Corporation to check
on the feasibility study for the
bathroom tile used in their
restaurants. The wall tiles are
extremely durable and he was able
to procure it for $6.50 a box,
instead of the normal $32. The laid
tile in the bathrooms looks great!

Industrial painting was
another area of savings. Henry
Nguyen, who does maintenance for
the parish, was pulled off every
other project at Christ the King, and
was assigned to painting the school,
both inside and out. Henry did
industrial painting in Vietnam and
is very good at it.  A fourth area of
savings was the installation of the
beautiful birchwood cabinets by
Wellington Morton, another
generous helper.  

By pulling these four areas of
labor out of the contract and having
them done at a less expensive price
than the contractor could do it,
Father McDermott was able to save
about $100,000 overall. 

Robert Kitchens will also
install a $20,000 thin-set mosaic
tile mural on the outside front of the
building to the left of the glass
entrance. It is in the works. Father
Bob hopes it will be mounted prior
to the dedication but he isn’t sure
that the time that is left  will permit. 

The mural of St. Francis and St.
Clare is a dream of Bishop Bakers.
It consists of 310 pieces and was
brought here by Sister Patricia

Mary Hackett, S.A. and Sister Ann
Francis Mahany, S.A. from Detroit,
Michigan. Sister Ann is the artist
for this beautiful work of art. They
live in the Francis House and work
on The Franciscan Project: An
Experiment in Gospel Life and
Mission. Don’t miss our November
issue of the “Courier” for an in-
depth story of how the mural was
created and the story of the artist
and the interesting project she
works on in Detroit with Sister
Patricia.

The dedication for the official
opening and blessing of the school
will be held on Sunday, August 27,
after the noon mass. The ceremony
will be followed by refreshments
and everyone is welcome to tour
the new building.

Invited Guests of Honor
The Most Reverend John J. Snyder, DD
Bishop of the Diocese of St. Augustine

December 5, 1979

The Most Reverend Thomas W. Larkin, DD
Founding Pastor of Christ the King Parish

1954 ~ 1967
Bishop of the Diocese of St. Petersburg - Retired

Reverend Monsignor John J. Lenihan
Second pastor of Christ the King Parish

1968 ~ 1977
Pastor of San Jose Parish - Retired

Reverend Monsignor Mortimer Danaher
Third Pastor of Christ the King Parish - Retired

1977 ~ 1997

The Most Reverend Robert J. Baker, DD
Fourth Pastor of Christ the King Parish

1997 ~ 1999
Bishop of the Diocese of South Carolina
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Christ the King
Boy Scouts of America

Troop 5 In the Beginning

SCOUT BLAST 2000

February 1967 Troop 5 in Flt. Clinch Scouts working the booth (from front to back):
Ben Waters, Stephen Matzen and Andy Klima

by Frank Bauman

Troop 5 was originally
chartered at Immaculate
Conception Parish in 1915. Since
Immaculate Conception was a
downtown parish, scouting seemed
less important to the parish and the
charter was allowed to expire. Bob
Coyle, who was scoutmaster of
Troop 41 at St. Paul’s Parish and a
member of  Christ the King Parish,
knew about this lapsed charter and
asked if he could bring Troop 5 to
Christ the King. Troop 5 was
officially brought over to the parish
and started with a charter in the fall
of 1956. Lloyd Belson was the
assistant scoutmaster of the new
troop and helped it become
established as a viable activity of
the parish.

The first part of the clubhouse
was built in 1957 and the scouts
were allowed to meet in it. The “tin
barn” was given to the scout
committee for conversion into a
suitable meeting hall for the scouts
by Msgr. Lenihan. On May 24,
1977, work was started that was to
continue for over a year under the
supervision of Joe Rossignol and it
was transformed into the scout hut
we have today. This building was
dedicated to Bob Coyle (our first
scoutmaster) in October of 1978.

The first camp out the troop
held after being transferred to
Christ the King was held on what is
now the ball park to the south of the
parking lot. The first week long
camping trip was held at Half
Moon Lake in the Ocala National
Forest in the summer of
1959.Committeemen Joe Francis,
Tom Norris, John Dorney and Bob
Gryekeau made this trip. The first
North Carolina Mountain trip was
made in 1960. This trip became a
biannual event and has been
emulated by many troops in the
council. Through 1979 there have
been ten mountain trips and
approximately three hundred boys
who have benefitted from this
experience.

The first boy to make Eagle
Scout after the troop was moved to
Christ the King was Tom Brewer.
Father Terrence Morgan was an
Eagle Scout from this troop along
with Pat Coyle who became the
first boy to be selected from the
North Florida Council to meet the
president and win a college
scholarship. As of 1979, sixty-three
boys have made Eagle Scout since

the troop became a part of Christ
the King Parish.

Troop 5 was the first troop in
the North Florida Council to
receive the  Pope Paul VI unit
recognition award.

On a personal note:
On the weekend the troop was

canoeing the Alapaha River in
Georgia. The weather was perfect
and the weekend went along just
great, no problems. The night we
were to return home we were all
notified that the point of leaving the
river was the bridge (the river went
underground a few miles from the
bridge).

One by one the canoes pulled
into the destination spot and it was
then discovered that two canoes
were still not in. A man on the top
of the bridge told us he saw two
canoes go under just before the rest
of us arrived. Bob Coyle started a
search party and began hunting for
the boys and the canoes down the
river as far as we could walk.

It was getting dark when we got
a farmer who lived on the river to
help us. Across the fields we ran
until we reached the river and
started shouting “hello.” Low and
behold we got a response back. We
ran toward the shouts and what did
we find - the boys had pulled off
and had a fire going and their tents
up all prepared for a nights stay. We
thanked God they were in good
shape and figured out a way to
retrieve them. Since one of the
boys was my son, I was especially
glad to see that they were O.K.

It did teach me one thing.
Scouting and being prepared go
hand in hand and the scouting helps
make boys into men.

Other things I learned while
being on the committee of Troop 5:
1. Finally learned to sleep in a

sleeping bag on the ground.
2. How to put a gator to sleep by

rolling it on its back and
rubbing its stomach (not that I
would want to do it).

3. Use liquid soap on your pots
(outside) before you start
cooking over an open flame.
This makes cleaning a lot
easier.

4. How to remove a tick without
leaving the head in your skin.

5. The great fellowship in sitting
around an open fire telling tall
tales.

6. Scouting makes grown men
into boys.

by Wanda Klima

Scout Blast 2000 was held May
19-21 at Jacksonville NAS. This
annual event draws Boy Scouts and
Cub Scouts from all over Northeast
Florida to participate in a weekend
full of camping and fun-filled
activities.

Booths are set up by different
Boy Scout Troops and Cub Scout
Packs displaying a variety of
hands- on games, crafts, and
activities. This year Pack 5 was
presented the Captain’s Award for
its “Garfield Slides Into Scouting”
booth where the scouts in
attendance were able to make their
own slides to wear on their

neckerchief, and all the children
could make their own necklaces as
well.

The Cub Scouts from Pack 5
took turns working the booth. Each
child who visited the booth walked
away with a souvenir slide or
necklace with a Garfield stamp on
one side and a Pack 5 stamp on the
other side.

Scouting is a family oriented
organization and Pack 5  prides
itself in making sure the boys have
fun while learning good morals as
well as respect for themselves and
others. So, boys grades 1-5,  join us
at Scout Round Up in the fall and
be a part of Pack 5 next year. Then
you can help plan next year’s Scout
Blast booth! 

CKAA hosts
T-Ball Tournament

by Wanda Klima

Christ the King Athletic
Association (CKAA) hosted a T-
Ball All Stars Tournament which
began on June 5, 2000 and ran
through June 15, 2000.

The first week consisted of a
Round Robin Tournament to
determine which “league” (either
major or minor) a team would play
in during the regular tournament.
The fourteen teams who played in
the competition came from as far
away as Whitehouse, Argyle, and
Mandarin and as near as Lake
Lucina, Arlington East, and Fort
Caroline.

The CKAA All Stars had a 2-1
record in the Round Robin and
qualified to play in the “major
league” tournament. Even though
they didn’t make it all the way to
the Championship Game, the boys
had fun and even went on to play in
another T-Ball tournament hosted
by Fort Caroline at the Dunes Park.

The CKAA tournament was a
wonderful success thanks to all the
hard work and long hours put in by
the CKAA board members,
coaches, parents, and parishioners
who banded together to work the
concession stands and umpire the
games.

Back row L-R: David Wallace, Johnny Matthews, Bobby Yarborough,
Jacob Merolle, Jason Mollenhour and Justin Essick

Front row L-R: Matthew Giles, Kevin Klima, Kye Johnson, Patrick
Fannin, Tony Crocco and Tyler Williamson

Not pictured: Mitch Parker and Richie Lopez
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Nicholas Trotti
Attains Rank of Eagle

Father McDermott acknowledges Nick Trotti with secret
Order of the Arrow Handshake

by Staff Writer

One of our parishioners,
Nicholas Trotti, achieved
scouting’s highest honor, the rank
of Eagle, this past April 13th and
was officially presented with his
Eagle award by the Boy Scouts of
America (BSA) on May 13th,
during a formal Eagle ceremony.

Executives from BSA North
Florida Council, Shawnee district
leaders, scouts from Troop #385
(Nick’s troop) and Christ the
King’s Troop 5 were present along
with family and friends to witness
the presentation. 

Several of our parishioners
were on hand, including Eagle
Scout Jerry Sullivan, whose son

Patrick has also just become an
Eagle. A total of 19 Eagle scouts
attended and were acknowledged at
the event. Even Nick’s grandfather
is an Eagle!

Our pastor, Father Robert
McDermott, was not able to attend
the award ceremony; however, he
wanted to acknowledge Nick’s
Eagle award and presented him
with a commemorative “Eagle
Achievement Award” plaque at
Christ the King last month. Father
Bob made the presentation at the
10:00 a.m. Mass acknowledging to
our   parish   family   how   proud
the Church is of Nick’s
accomplishment. As most of us
know, Father McDermott is an
Eagle Scout and he knows

personally the determination,
dedication, initiative, hard work
and time it takes to earn the rank of
Eagle. 

In the gathering area after
Mass, Nick displayed his award
and wore his Eagle pin. Most had
never seen an Eagle Scout pin
before. It’s so beautiful! A red,
white, and blue ribbon with an
eagle made of pewter hanging from
it. The Boy Scout motto “Be
Prepared,” is on a pewter banner
across the top of the ribbon. 

It was really nice to hear “Eagle
stories” from senior parishioners
and to see Tiger, Cub, and Boy
Scouts from Pack 5 and Troop 5
and their families admire and
congratulate the newly decorated
scout who already had 53 merit
badges on his sash.

In October of 1997, Nick was
the first boy to “Bridge” from Cub
Scouts to Boy Scouts into Troop
385. Since then his total Boy Scout
experience has been with Troop

385, attaining Eagle status in just 2-
1/2 years.

On his way to becoming an
Eagle, Nick was elected into “The
Order of the Arrow,” and served as
Troop Historian, Quartermaster,
Patrol Leader, Order of the Arrow
Representative, Den Chief and
Chaplain’s Aide. He has also served
on staff at numerous district and
council Cub and Boy Scout events.
Nick’s Eagle project included the
general clean up, repair and
painting of two classrooms and the
nursery at St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church.

Also, this past month Nick
earned his first Eagle Palm, earned
his “50-Miler” award in canoeing,
and completed the strenuous team
building personal challenge course
at Camp Shands, The C.O.P.E.
Course.

Congratulations,  Nick!  Not
bad  for  a  13  year  old!

Two happy Eagles

Join Scouts at Christ the King!
by Wanda Klima

Cub Scouts ~ Pack 5

This group is for boys grades 1
- 5. Have fun with your family!
Enjoy family camping, Pinewood
Derby Car Races, Rain Gutter
Regatta Boat Races, Scout Blast at
Naval Air Station, Jacksonville,
Summer Day Camp, summertime
activities, holiday parties,  and
much more. Earn prizes through
fund raisers, earn patches and belt
loops by completing fun activities.
Learn the importance of family,
friends, of helping other people and
duty to God. Call Mike Klima,
Cubmaster, at 726-5502 for more
information.

Boy Scouts - Troop 5

Come join your friends for fun
in the outdoors! Boy Scouts - Troop
5 is for boys grades 6 - 12. Enjoy
athletics, camping, swimming,
pioneering, canoeing, fishing,
summer camp, backpacking, and
more! For more information call
Scoutmaster Rob Viets at 396-2242
or Donna Baker at 641-0698.

Girl Scouts

Girl Scouting is not just
cookies and camping! All girls,
grades K - 12, are invited to join.
Girl Scouts explore their world
through arts and crafts, computers,
experiments, field trips, nature, and
more. For more information, please
call Nancy D’Antoni at 745-3751. 

Basketball great Artis Gilmore
joins Channel Four’s Mary Baer
and Sam Kouvaris as Honorary
Chairpersons of L’Arche Harbor
House’s Eleventh Annual
Charity Golf Classic.

While golf is not for everyone,
charity is! If you are physically

unable to walk the course, you may
want to select one of the many
other modes of participation, not
least of which is a tax-free donation
of whatever size fits your budget.

For information, please call
L’Arche Harbor House’s office:
744-4435 or Dolores: 743-4999.

by Dolores Bianco

L’Arche
Harbor House’s
Eleventh Annual

Charity Golf Classic
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“Glad Tidings to the Poor”
Diocesan Day of Reflection for

St. Vincent de Paul

Mass was celebrated by Bishop Snyder
while Father McDermott served as

spiritual advisor for the day

Front row: Mickey Kenny, Betty Wheeler, Chris Bodin, Dennis Scobie
Center row: Barbara Hanuscin, Yolanda Cerqueira

Back row: Stu Pierce and his daughter, Father McDermott, Ernest Waller, Frank Bauman
by Yolanda P. Cerqueira

The annual Day of Reflection
for the members of the St. Vincent
de Paul Society was held in late
June at St. Patrick’s Church on
Broward Road. This event is
eagerly looked forward to as it is an
opportunity for the ten parish
conferences to come together in
fellowship, prayer, and a renewal of
our commitment in service to the
poor.

The President of the Council,
Bart O’Leary, welcomed the
Vincentians warmly, and our
pastor, Father McDermott, gave us
a brief history of the St. Vincent de
Paul Society in Jacksonville. He
challenged us by asking, “Who is
your neighbor?” The answer:
“Everyone is our neighbor.” 

Our Society is the heart of the
gospel message. Our work is
putting into practice the Corporal
Works of Mercy. Father reminded
us that God is never outdone in
goodness. He will reward you with
blessings of peace that only God
can give.

Following Father Bob’s
comments, our guest speaker, Sister
DeSales Wisniewski from St.
Vincent’s Hospital, was introduced.
Sister DeSales is vice-president for
Mission Integration. Sister’s
remarks were such, that after only a
few minutes, one realized that she
not only knew the poor, but loved
them as well. Sister was one of us.

She gave us a 21st Century
perspective of our patron, St.
Vincent de Paul. Our mission today
must remain the same as Vincent de
Paul, which was to see the poor as
people of dignity. His joy was
found in service to the poor.

Most of St. Vincent de Paul’s
life was lived in the early 17th
century in France. It was a time of
turmoil. Human life was considered
cheap and Vincent’s heart went out
to those whose lives were tolerable
at best. 

Vincent formed small groups
whose job was to go out into the
slums and give aid to the helpless.
He wrote down instructions on how

it was to be done. He built up a
financial base by going to the
wealthy and asking for assistance.
He always took care of the needy
first, and then he would worry
about the finances. God always
provided, as He does today.

Sister DeSales then brought us
up to speed on our founder,
Frederic Ozanam, who also lived in
France, but in the 19th century. It
was he who began our Society. Life
for the poor was not much different
than it was in Vincent’s time.
Frederic also saw the despair in the
faces of the downtrodden. 

While Vincent de Paul was a
cleric, Frederic Ozanam was a
brilliant scholar and teacher who
was very active in politics. He saw
the need for social change and was
instrumental in seeing that reforms
were carried out. He said the
Vincentians should pattern
themselves on Jesus Christ.
Frederic Ozanam chose Vincent de
Paul as the name for the Society
because he knew that Vincent not
only served, but loved the poor as
Jesus did.

Both Frederic and Vincent
looked to assist the most destitute,
and understood that the poor were
our lords and masters. They pushed
for social justice and publicly
advocated for the underdog. Their
desire was to see that each person
was accorded the dignity they
deserved.

Sister DeSales said that life for
those who struggle has not changed
very much; only the faces are
different. People go from job, to no
job, to poverty.  In our society,
those who have not “made it” are
looked on as somehow less
deserving. 

Social reforms are still needed.
Vincentians must work in their
quiet way to achieve that end. It is
not enough to just meet the material
needs of the poor. The poor are the
Holy Ground to see the Living
God.

Vincentians are called on to
perform the Corporal Works of
Mercy. We have chosen to feed the
lowly and to heal the broken
hearted. Many times Vincentians

will find themselves working with
people who are angry, indifferent,
and unclean. Yet, we must see
Christ in them. It is a work of faith.
Our job, like that of Vincent de
Paul and Frederic Ozanam, is to
listen. We do not condemn or
chastise.

The poor need our spiritual
help. Both Ozanam and St. Vincent
spoke to the people about their
spiritual needs. We must never
forget that we are a spiritual society
first and our primary concern is to
carry that message of hope in Jesus. 

The world needs a listening ear.
We try to bring that gift to those we
serve. Sister DeSales reminded us
that we are all equal in the amount
of time that we are given each day;
in fact, that is the greatest
expression of our freedom of will.
Each and every day we choose how
we wish to allot our time. What a
great gift one gives to a person
when we take the time to listen to
the plight of one who is suffering.

This is no easy task. We need
strength to carry on this work. That
strength comes from our closeness
with God through the Eucharist. In
the Eucharist we are nourished and
encouraged.

Sister DeSales closed her
inspiring remarks with words from
the Book of Wisdom: “God of our
ancestors,....who by your word
have made the universe, and in
your wisdom have fitted human
beings to rule the creatures that you
have made, to govern the world in

holiness and saving justice....grant
me Wisdom....For I am your
servant,....with small
understanding of justice and laws.
Indeed, were anyone perfect among
the sons of men, if he lacked the
Wisdom that comes from you, he
would still count for nothing.”

We left the Conference Hall on
such a high note that we wafted our
way over to the Church where we
had the privilege of participating in
Mass led by our own Bishop
Snyder. The music and the
enthusiastic voices of the
Vincentians only added to this
precious Eucharistic celebration.

There is so much to be said
about the activities and speakers on
this Day of Reflection, but suffice it
to say that there are many plans in
the works for this 155 year old
organization. We have moved into
the Information Age with a website
and all that this encompasses.
There is a Peace and Justice
Commission being formed. We
welcome, with eagerness, the
integration of our youth into the
Society. St. Vincent de Paul is alive
and well.

One cannot end this day
without mentioning the outstanding
work done by our very own Christ
the King people in presenting a
mini-play on Home Visits. They
were superb, judging by the
comments of others. It is hoped that
not only did the audience enjoy
their performance, but also learned
another way to reach out to others.

Sr. DeSales Wisniewki, D.C. (keynote speaker) with Don Thompson



by Karen Mathis

Christ the King Safety Patrol
students and parents cooked and
dished up more than 360 spaghetti
dinners on May 19 at the parish
hall.

Parishioners, co-workers,
family members and friends
generously supported the Safety
Patrol, which used the proceeds
toward its June trip to Washington,
D.C.

And to the delight of the
parents and students, Monsignor
Danaher dropped by before the
dinner to deliver boxes of desserts
and bread. These were donated by
Publix Super Markets Inc. and
parishioner Tony Zeaiter. (Tony
manages the new Publix at Reedy
Branch Commons on Baymeadows
Road.)

It was the fourth annual Safety
Patrol spaghetti dinner. Organizers
began planning the event early this
year, borrowing from the
experience of patrol parents who
sponsored the event in years past.

George and Jean Farah,
parishioners who own Mr.
Sandwich restaurant, volunteered
to chair the dinner. Their
organizing committee was
comprised of Gina Inman, Sue
Jerreld, Suzy Ludwig, Joe McGill,
Karen Mathis, Ronnie Owens,
Laurie Plotz and Carol Wall.

All Safety Patrol parents and
students volunteered to solicit and
pick up donations, set up and clean
the hall, prepare and serve the food
and to provide all of the help,
support and work that was needed.

The teamwork paid off. The
cafeteria was decorated and the
food prepared by 4:30 p.m. and the
dinner proceeded smoothly until
the doors closed after 7 p.m. Clean-
up was completed by 8:30 p.m.

All of the food and products
were donated, which meant that the
proceeds directly benefitted the
children taking the Washington
trip.

Safety Patrol wants to thank its
generous donors. They include
George and Jean Farah and Mr.
Sandwich, for donating the pasta,
meat and much more, and Heinz
U.S.A. for the sauce. 

Companies donating salad,
toppings and dressings were:
Albertson’s, Angelo’s Italian
Restaurant, Carrabba’s Italian Grill,
Fazoli’s Italian Food, Souper Salad,
Sweet Tomatoes and Venny’s
Italian Restaurant.

Publix donated all of the bread.

Pioneer Paper & Plastics Inc,
provided all of the paper goods.

Desserts were donated by
Christ the King Room Mothers,
Entenmann’s Bakery Outlet, Merita
Bakery, Sam’s Club, Worman’s
Bakery and Publix Supermarket.

Other donations came from
Sam’s Club, Wal-Mart Stores Inc.,

Winn-Dixie Stores Inc., Inman
Landscaping, Joe and Debra
McGill, Mark and Laurie Plotz and
Monir and Sylvia Yazgi.

Ronnie Owens designed the
tickets, posters and menus.

Safety Patrol wants to thank
many people, and several in
particular, for helping to make the
event successful: Father Bob

McDermott for his support; Christ
the King School Principal Janet
Morton and secretary Martha
Farah; fifth-grade teachers
Elizabeth McGovern, who is Safety
Patrol sponsor, and Carla Chin;
Stewardship Director Pat Thomas;
and parish secretary Judy Koziolek.

Safety Patrol warmly thanks
everyone who supported its efforts.
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Safety Patrol
Spaghetti Dinner
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by Karen Mathis

In early June, 30 Christ the
King School Safety Patrol students,
10 parent-chaperones and Sheriff’s
Office Sergeant (Sgt.) Gus Carlson
spent six busy, educational and fun-
filled days touring Washington,
D.C. including a day at Busch
Gardens.

The students worked diligently
during the 1999-2000 school year
to support the annual trip and they
thank Christ the King parishioners
for their generous support.

The group left by bus at 6:15
a.m. Sunday, June 11, from Alltel
Stadium downtown and returned at
5:30 p.m. Friday, June 16. Christ
the King’s bus was one of 12 Safety

Patrol buses that traveled to the
capital that week.

In between, the Christ the King
Safety Patrol students were treated
to a sampling of Washington, D.C.
While the group drove past the
Washington Monument often, the
monument was closed for
renovations.

Here is how the trip worked:

Sunday, June 11

At 5 a.m. families brought their
children to Alltel Stadium to bid
them farewell, with a few tears. The
bus departed Jacksonville as dawn

broke  about 6:15 a..m. We stopped
early that morning to switch drivers
and pick up Chip Freeman, the
driver who spent the week ferrying
the group fearlessly through D.C.
After lots of movies and several
stops for rests, lunch and dinner,
the children arrived at the Hampton
Inn in Springfield about 9 p.m. for
check-in and 10 p.m. lights-out.

Monday June 12

After breakfast at a hotel dining
room, the group met its guide for
the week, Gayle Floyd, and spent a

busy and warm day touring the
National Law Enforcement
Memorial; Arlington National
Cemetery and the changing of the
guard at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier; the Jefferson, Lincoln,
Korean and Vietnam memorials;
the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing; the Awakening at Hains
Point Park; the Smithsonian
Museum of Air and Space; a metro
subway ride and trip up and down a
huge escalator at the Rosslyn
station; and a group picture with all
of the Jacksonville Safety Patrols at
Grant’s Memorial. After dinner the
students returned to the hotel for a
10:00 p.m. lights out.

Safety Patrol goes to



Tuesday, June 12

After breakfast, the group spent
a somewhat chilly day touring the
FDR Memorial; the National Zoo;
the National Cathedral; Embassy
Row; Ford’s Theater and the
Petersen House; and watched the
Marine Sunset Review at Arlington
Cemetery with a picnic dinner.

Wednesday, June 14

The group was awake, dressed,
packed and fed in time to board the
bus at 5:45 a.m. for a trip to secure
tickets to the White House, which
Sgt. Carlson so graciously

arranged. The group enjoyed cool
temperatures and toured the White
House at 11:50 a.m., and also
during the day visited Union
Station, the Immaculate
Conception Shrine; the Capitol
Building; and the Smithsonian
Museum of Natural History (where
the “Elephants” movie played on
the large Imax screen). During the
walk to dinner the presidential
motorcade, with blazing light and
sirens, sped by.  After dinner the
bus took the children to Richmond,
VA., where they checked into the
Holiday Inn North and enjoyed an

hour-long floor party supervised by
chaperones.

Thursday, June 15
The group spent a sunny day at

Busch Gardens in Williamsburg,
where they enjoyed rides, visited
shops and attractions and ate lunch
and dinner. The group left the
theme park at 7 p.m. for the trip to
the hotel and a brief floor party
before packing for the trip home
and lights out.

Friday, June 16
The group left Richmond about

7 a.m. with breakfast on the bus.

After rest and lunch stops, and of
course lots more movies, the happy
campers arrived at Alltel to greet
their excited parents about 5:30
p.m.

Karen Mathis served as head
chaperone. Thanks to Sgt. Carlson
and the other chaperones for their
hard work and patient, watchful
service. Other chaperones were:
Safety Patrol co-chairman Laurie
Plotz; Jean Farah; Nevine
Gadallah; Barbara Marsh; Rina
Mayotte; Joe McGill; Henry
Nguyen; Bernadette Robison and
Carol Wall.
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D.C. & Busch Gardens!
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Kindergarten Graduates

Readers with Mrs. Jackins: Stephanie Joost, Wesley Oliver, Charles
Tomlinson, Madelaine Assi, Clayton Beining, Autumn Miller,

Jacob Lockerman, Kiley Kennedy, and Brandon Chin

Stephanie Joost, Wesley Oliver, Kelly Frenette, Michael Johnson,
Paul Longenecker and Patrick Fannin

Kindergarten graduates and congregation

Kindergartners at the altar with Father Bob

The Courier is pleased to present to its readers the
1999-2000 Kindergarten Graduation Class: 

Christi Aboutayeh                                   Maria Anania
Ashley Anderson                            Johnarmon Antolin
Brooke Asher                                      Madelaine Assi
Taylor Atwell                                     Clayton Beining
Erica Bejarano                                     Caleb Branham
Richard Browne                                        Dallas Cain
Jon Callanta                                           Brandon Chin
Maverick Claxton                               Anthony Crocco
Jan Dela Cruz                                        Adam DeVera
Hannah Duncan                                     Patirck Fannin
Nicole Fares                                           Zachary Favre
Patrick Flores                                         Kelly Frenette
Nicholas Gagnon                                    Kelsey Hayes
Thomas Iglesias                               Michael Johnson
Stephanie Joost                                     Patrick Jordan
Kiley Kennedy                                      Joseph Kersch
Kayla Klinkenberg                               Abigail Lennon
Jacob Lockerman                              Paul Longenecker
Yara Mahfouz                                        Kevin Mattox
Ashlea McCrone                        Kateland McMenamy
Corbin Melton                                        Emily Mikell
Autumn Miller                               Hilario Morante, Jr.
Samantha Nagle                                   John Naumann
Wesley Oliver                                      Sarah Ramirez
Kara Reiley                                             Brianna Saad
Victoria Salud                             Christopher Sandoval
Alexandra Shami                                     Emily Shaw
Sarah Sommer                                    James Stoddard
Sydney St. Pierre                            Charles Tomlinson
Alexander Tynan                            Charles Wadsworth
Jasmine Waite                                      Brandon Willis
Robert Wolford                                     David Wallace

Kindergarten Graduation
by Kathy Nichols 

“Warm cookies and milk are
good for you. Share everything.
Play fair. Don’t hit people. Put
things back where you found them.
Clean up your own mess. Don’t
take things that aren’t yours. Say
you’re sorry when you hurt
somebody. Wash your hands before
you eat. Flush. Live a balanced life
- learn some and think some and
draw and paint and sing and dance
and play and work every day some.
Take a nap every afternoon. 

“When you go into the world,
watch out for traffic, hold hands,
and stick together. Be aware of
wonder. Remember the little seed
in the Styrofoam cup: the roots go

down and the plant goes up and
nobody really knows how or why,
but we are all like that.

“Goldfish and hamsters and
white mice and even the little seed
in the Styrofoam cup - they all die.
So do we. And then remember the
Dick and Jane books and the first
word you learned - the biggest
word of all - LOOK.” 

Robert Fulghum had the right
idea in his book; All I Really Need
to Know I Learned in
Kindergarten. That was the theme
of Father McDermott’s homily for
the three kindergarten classes that
graduated on May 26, 2000. Don’t
you wish  everyone abided by these
simple laws of life? The world
might be just as God intended it to
be.
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Christ the King School
Awards Ceremony

by Kathy Nichols

How we all look forward to
summer! Not the heat, but the fact
that school is finally out! Everyone
can sleep in, lounge around
leisurely, watch TV all day, stay up
for the late, late show... Oh, how
we could dream! Anyway, June 6
finally arrived. The day started
with Mass (the last School Mass

until fall) and continued with the
awards ceremony in the Kingdome.
Students received honors for
perfect attendance, physical
education, all- A honor roll, A/B
honor roll, sports participation,
Mathathon, 4th quarter star student,
and safety patrols, to name a few.
After receiving report cards in their
classrooms, the kids then became
24-7 in the lives of their parents.

by Kathy Nichols

The Suzuki Strings violin
recital was held in Christ the King
Church on Saturday, May 20, 2000
at 10:00 a.m. Under the direction of
Rocky DiGeorgio, and
accompanied by Laura Lineberry
on the piano, the students put on
quite a performance.

Maryn Ferguson performed the
first piece: A Sonata in G Minor by

Eccles. One by one, the other
students accompanied her in
performing other pieces based on
their ability. Finally, the young
children joined the others in doing
a Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
variation.

Following the recital, the
students and their families enjoyed
a reception in the music room.

Jacksonville
Suzuki Strings Recital

Mrs. Wnuk and students Rocky DiGeorgio with a group of budding violinists

Mrs. Morton (far right) and some of the student body Young artists at work

Mrs. Janet Morton and Mrs. Wnuk handing out awards Practice makes perfect
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1999-2000 8th GRADE
AWARD CEREMONY

May 25, 2000

Presidential Physical Fitness
Jessica Thompson - 85th Percentile

National - 50th Percentile
Anthony Costanza
Lauren D”Antoni
Megan Hendrix
Haley Humphries
T.J. Ramos
Adel Yazji
Chris Zimmer

Grade School Track Awards
Anthony Costanza
Chris Zimmer
Joseph Merolle
Adel Yazji
Haley Humphries
Jessica Thompson

Star Student
8A Kristen Henry
8B Nicholas James

Perfect Attendance
8B Jevie Asunto
Lynn Zarzoso

Diocesan Awards
Honor Roll (Obtained Honor
Roll for 4 Quarters):
Jevie Asunto
Danielle Boutté
Adam Burnett
Molly Crisp
Melissa Dodds
Nicholas James
Matthew LaDuke
Tracia Lagdaan
Christin Steffan
Adel Yazji
Lynn Zarzoso

Student Athlete
Melissa Dodds
Tracia Lagdaan
Nicholas James

Presidential Awards
Danielle LeGras Boutté
Anthony Paul Costanza II
Molly Marie Gallagher Crisp
Joy Samantha DeCastro
Melissa Kristine Dodds
Jeffery David Flagg
Nicholas Frank James
Amanda Sue Jerreld
Matthew William LaDuke
Tracia Congzon Lagdaan
Adel Kamal Yazji

Academic Excellence Awards
Literature               Danielle Boutté
English               Matthew LaDuke
Science                      Molly Crisp
Algebra                  Tracia Lagdaan
Pre-Algebra               Lynn Zarzoso
Religion                        Adel Yazji
Social Studies               Molly Crisp
Health                    Victoria Matzen
Art                              Jevie Asunto
Computers              Christin Steffan
Library                          James Rein
P.E.                 Christopher Zimmer
Music                     Danielle Boutté
Writing                       Joy DeCastro
Across Curriculum

Valedictorian
Danielle Boutté

The award ceremony for Christ the King’s eighth grade graduating
class was held in the church on May 25, 2000. Our pastor, Father Robert
McDermott, and school principal, Janet Morton, congratulated the
students and presented awards to the following students.

Spotlight on CCD

by Lucille Guzzone

On May 31, at 7 p.m. the
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine
(CCD) classes ended for the
1999/2000 year. The children were
promoted to the next grade level
and  presented awards of
completion by their teachers and
Father Carey.

The second and eighth graders
received the sacraments of Holy
Eucharist and Confirmation
respectively this year and were
especially proud of their

accomplishments. All students
were treated to the annual “cookies
and Coke” party in the cafeteria.
Classes will resume in September.

After nine years at the helm of
the CCD program, Subdeacon Elias
Shami announced his resignation
from that post due to pressing
obligations of the soon-to-be-built
Saint Maron’s Maronite Catholic
Church. However, this will not end
his relationship with the
youngsters, as he will assume the
title of CCD chaplain in the coming
years.

Farewell celebration Kids enjoying refreshments

Bishop Kenny Baccalaureate

by Eileen Porter

Bishop Kenny graduates in this
Jubilee Year were an impressive
sight as they processed into the
beautiful St. Joseph’s Church for
their Baccalaureate Mass, to the
tune of “Awesome God.” The Mass
was held on May 26th with former
Bishop Kenny President,
Monsignor Daniel B. Logan, as
chief celebrant.

Bishop Kenny President, Father
Michael R. Houle, welcomed the
graduates and their guests. Senior
Class President, Carlie Crenshaw,
made the introductory remarks.

Salutatorian Theresa Sheldon
read the first scriptural passage and
Valedictorian Mary Whitehouse
read the second. Following the
Gospel proclaimed by Deacon
Richard A. Ryan, Monsignor

Logan delivered the homily and
challenged the graduates to
remember that their lives should be
one of service to Jesus Christ.
Prayers of the faithful were offered
by Student Government President,
John Heekin.

The Gifts were presented by
class officers with graduating
seniors serving as Ministers of the
Eucharist. Before the final
blessing, Monsignor Logan asked
the graduates to stand and had the
congregation applaud them. He
then asked the parents to stand and
they were, in turn, applauded by the
congregation.

After leaving the church, to the
music of “Friends,” the graduates
visited with family and friends
outside the church. It was an
inspiring ceremony and all the
graduates deserve our sincere
congratulations.

Bishop Kenny Graduation

by Eileen Porter

It was a long awaited and
exciting event when the Bishop
Kenny class processed into the
University of North Florida Arena
on May 27, 2000. The arena was
filled with family and friends who
greeted the class with loud
applause.

The graduates, all 339 of them,
were proud to be known as the
“Jubilee Class” and the 48th class
to graduate from Bishop Kenny
High School.

The program opened with
Bishop Kenny President, Father
Michael Houle, welcoming
everyone and introducing the
people on the stage. Mrs. Patricia
A. Tierney, Superintendent of
Schools for the Diocese of Saint
Augustine, was Master of
Ceremonies. Bishop John Snyder
led the assemblage in prayer. Miss
Theresa M. Sheldon, class
salutatorian, welcomed everyone
and class valedictorian Miss Mary

Whitehouse addressed the group
with an amusing and informative
account of the Class of 2000.

The commencement address
was delivered by Captain David K.
Oliveria, U.S. Navy, and himself a
Bishop Kenny graduate with the
class of 1971. Captain Oliveria’s
address was especially interesting
to all for its content, but also
because of his connection to
Bishop Kenny and to the
Jacksonville community.

Bishop Snyder presented the
diplomas to the graduates. This was
the 21st year the bishop  presided at
a Bishop Kenny graduation, and he
greeted each graduate with a smile
and a handshake.

After all the graduates returned
to their seats, diplomas in hand,
they all threw tasseled caps into the
air and breathed a sigh of relief.
There were a few tears shed and a
lot of laughter as they processed
from the arena - the last time they
would all be together, but  with
wonderful plans for their future.



by Staff Writer

May 20 was the day of fun and
sun for those who attended the
Metro Mass 2000 held at
Metropolitan Park. The day’s
events involved teens from
throughout the diocese getting

closer to their faith. Youth groups
from area churches, as well as
LifeTeen, heard Bruce Deaton and
Mary Beth Bonacci share their
wisdom. The enthusiastic crowd
was entertained by Prayer of a
Ragamuffin, Gabriel’s Harps, as
well as local Marvin Hartley, and
Music for Life.

The day’s events culminated
with the celebration of the Holy
Eucharist. Priests from throughout
the diocese joined Father Thanh in
con-celebration of the Mass. Along
with Father Thanh representing
Christ the King, were Monsignor
Mortimer Danaher, as well as,

Seminarian Dung Bui and Deacon
Dave MacNamara.

New-found friends gave hugs
and said their ‘goodbyes’ as they
left for their trip home. Many
thanks to those who worked hard to
make this event happen. 
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Metro Mass

L to R: Altar servers, Father Thanh, Monsignor Mortimer Danaher,
Father Jim O’Neal, and Seminarian Dung Bui before Mass

Some of the LifeTeen group mug for the camera at Metro Mass

Eighth Grade Graduation Life Teen Mass Fantastic!

by Cara Titoni

After years of hard work and
study at Christ the King School, the
graduating eighth graders have bid
farewell.

Throughout the week of March
22, we began to prepare ourselves
to say good-bye. Monday and
Tuesday we finished the last of our
final exams. Wednesday we took
our end of the year trip to Islands of
Adventure in Orlando. Then
finally, Thursday came, graduation!
This was the last day that we would
all be together. That morning, we
had an award assembly, and later
that night returned for the
graduation ceremony. We received
our diplomas, then went back to
our home rooms one last time to get
report cards and yearbooks, and to

say our last good-byes. A reception
was held in the Parish Hall where
we enjoyed good food and had our
friends sign our yearbooks.

We have been through so much
together, good and bad. We’ve been
there for each other through thick
and thin. Now we are moving on to
a completely different school with
completely different people. There
we will meet new people and make
new memories. Some people are
scared about moving on to a new
and bigger school. Others are
excited. However, whether you’ve
been attending Christ the King
since pre-K or seventh grade, we
all have fond memories of this
school to look back on.

I have been at Christ the King
since I was six weeks old, and it
will always be home to me.

by Jim Claxton

One Sunday evening about
three months ago, my wife and I
went to a 5:00 p.m. Mass. We were
pleasantly surprised to find that it
was a Life Teen Mass. It was
fantastic!

Before Mass, Nancy Powers
leads the congregation teaching
the songs that will be sung. The
songs are beautiful. One that I like
is,  “As long as I shall live, I will
testify to love.” Nancy says, “This
song will get your heart pumping.”
She does an excellent job of
organizing and preparing for the
Mass.

The amazing thing about Life
Teen is that it is a cooperative effort
of four parishes, Christ the King,
Assumption, Resurrection and
Holy Spirit.

The Mass is exactly the same as
any other Sunday Mass except for
the time when Nancy is teaching
the parishioners the songs. Father
Thanh often celebrates this Mass.
He does an excellent job of
working with the Life Teen Core
Team and the teenagers. Father
often participates in their skits. The

teenagers serve as Lectors and they
do an outstanding job. Sometimes
Father Cody, from Resurrection,
gives the homily. He is also
fantastic.

We do not go to Mass to be
entertained. However, a Life Teen
Mass is better than any program I
have ever seen on television. It has
a very uplifting band which
performs beautifully. They also
have four young women with
beautiful voices who lead the
songs.

The teenagers recently went on
a week-end retreat. They sang one
song, “I’m Diving-In,” with much
enthusiasm.

I would suggest that any
parishioner or couple that wants an
uplifting experience attend a Life
Teen Mass. You will enjoy it and it
will make you a better Catholic.

Everyone that participates in
the Life Teen Mass is to be
commended. Nancy Powers for
heading it, the band and the singers
for the music, and the teenagers
themselves for their participation
and enthusiasm. Also, Father
Thanh and the other priests should
be commended for their excellent
homilies. 
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Trip to Steubenville

A Taste of Heaven
by Ann Semper

Last November, my daughter
came home from a LifeTeen Mass
and Life Night with an order form
to sell frozen pies to earn money
towards a trip to Steubenville,
Ohio.  I thought, “where and what
is in Steubenville, Ohio?” I was
told it was for a youth retreat that
LifeTeen was planning for the
following summer. Okay – so we
sold pies, pies and more pies.

A couple of months ago, details
about the Steubenville trip were
surfacing. It is home to the
Franciscan University of
Steubenville – a Catholic college
located in Southeast Ohio where
every summer, thousands of
teenagers travel to attend a Catholic
youth conference. Over the past 25
years, the Steubenville experience
has grown from about 1,000 teens
to 25,000 teens annually. The
conference has grown so much that
the youth conference has expanded
into several different locations
throughout the country.

I began asking friends about
Steubenville – wanting to know
more. What I found out was that
Steubenville was considered a
place of “holy ground,” and known
to be a place of spiritual awakening
and renewal for many young
people who visit. 

An opportunity for me to
chaperone the trip with LifeTeen
became available. I was elated –
knowing that I was going to
experience the power of God with
our teens – but then I remembered
– this weekend is for the youth –
not the chaperones. I had to keep
reminding myself of this.

The anticipation began to
mount as June 15 arrived. The teens
were ready and so was I. Before
departing from Assumption
Church, Father McDermott prayed
with us for a safe journey and for a
spiritual renewal in our lives. We
prayed that our hearts would be
open to the Holy Spirit and that we
would all be touched by God on
this incredible weekend. Our 18-
hour journey began as we made our
way to “the Mountain.” 

As we arrived in Steubenville, I
felt tears come to my eyes.
Although I had never been there, I
knew it was a special place and I
knew we were all here because God
called us to journey to this
pilgrimage site. We arrived in
Steubenville on Friday afternoon
with great anticipation (and very
little sleep). Dinner was at 5 p.m.
followed by a conference session
and Mass. We learned that we were
among 2,300 teens participating in
the first Steubenville Youth
Conference of the new millennium.
Imagine – 2,300 teenagers singing,
clapping hands, and praising God
during the Eucharistic celebration.
The evening brought to mind the
words of Genesis, when God was
creating the heavens and earth. At
the end of each day of God’s
creation, He looked down, “and

God was pleased.” I know He was
smiling down upon all of us that
evening. I looked down from my
seat in the upper bleachers and was
overcome with emotion.

Later that night we retired to
our assigned rooms. The women
slept in the St. Thomas More Hall
dormitory which is part of a five
story building in the shape of a
cross. It has been a long time since
I’ve slept in a dormitory – finding
my way around the cross-shaped
building was a bit confusing…but
then the Lord helps you find your
way!

Saturday morning began early -
5 a.m.. Saturday’s sessions began at
8:30 a.m. with a variety of speakers
who touched on many topics that
were of great interest to our youth
today. Mass was celebrated before
lunch.

The speakers and performers
during this weekend included Bob
Rice, who is the director of the Life
Teen program in Latham, NY. Bob
served as the weekend leader and
has been involved in Steubenville
Youth Conferences for over five
years.

Father Stan Fortuna served as
the main speaker and celebrant of
our Eucharistic celebrations as well
as Benediction and Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament. Father Stan
is a Franciscan Friar from New
York.  He is currently serving the
poor in the South Bronx. He has
established a non-profit record
company called Francesco
Productions – giving all proceeds
of tapes and CD’s to the poor. The
boys were really impressed with
the way he rapped the various parts
of the Mass. He is dynamic. 

Mary Beth Bonacci gave
several talks on love, relationships
and chastity. She teaches the
principles and doctrines of the
Catholic Church regarding
sexuality. 

Jim Cowan led the praise and
worship music for the Eucharistic
celebrations and Adoration during
the weekend. Jim has led the music
ministry at Franciscan University’s
conferences for almost 20 years.

Tom Booth, Director of Music
for the National Life Teen Program,
led our teens in praise and worship.
Tom wrote the theme song for the
2000 Steubenville Youth
Conferences, “A Taste of Heaven.”
He also wrote several of the Life
Teen songs we sing here at Christ
the King. Tom put on an awesome
concert on Saturday afternoon. It
reminded me of my own teenage
days when we would go to concerts
and run up front to take pictures
and dance. 

These kids were doing the same
thing – but for Christian music.
Because we were part of a LifeTeen
program, our kids knew most of the
songs that Tom performed so they
were able to sing along and do sign
language. They were joining other
teens from all over the country and
Canada – singing and dancing,
including a conga line. All of the

parents joined right in with the
singing and clapping. It was such a
joyful experience.

While the kids were in another
session that afternoon, I walked the
campus, visiting the Christ the
King Chapel, the Marion Grotto,
Stations of the Cross, Nativity
Scene, and the Tomb of the Unborn
Child. The Stations of the Cross
were situated along a trail in the
hills of the campus. Nature abounds
everywhere you go at Franciscan
University.  You could definitely
tell who was from the northern part
of the country and those who were
not used to seeing the common
wildlife of the northern states. Our
teens were amazed at the number of
rabbits running around the campus.
In Florida, we’re used to lizards -
not rabbits.

During the weekend, we heard
many different witness talks. We
were all touched in different ways
by these talks. Of particular interest
to a lot of teens was the drummer
with Jim Cowan’s band. Mary
witnessed to the teens about her
experience at Steubenville four
years ago. She spoke to them about
the Sacrament of Reconciliation
and how she experienced God’s
love and forgiveness. She prayed
about her direction in life and God
answered her prayers. She is now a
part of Jim Cowan’s music ministry
– through the awesome work of
God.

Saturday evening was very
special. Father Stan Fortuna led the
Exposition and Benediction
service.  There is no way that I can
begin to describe the holiness of
this evening.  The entire room filled
with 2,500 people was dark for the
most part…with the exception of
some candles and a spotlight
shining brightly on the Blessed
Sacrament.  Father Stan reminded
me of Christ carrying the cross that
evening. For an hour he carried the
Monstrance above his head – only
by the power of the Holy Spirit was
he able to do this. He later told us
that Jesus was walking through the
room, not him.  This was the most
powerful service I have ever
experienced. I do not believe that
anyone in that room was without a
tear – tears of joy, tears of sorrow,
tears of forgiveness – Jesus Christ
was upon us in that very room in a
way I could never describe.

Sunday morning also began at
5AM, but with such a sense of
peace and joy. As parents, we

always want to do for our kids
so…Parents for Life decided that
we would arrive early at the center
for the final session and Mass so
that we could attempt to get good
seats for our teens. We ended up
getting rows 3-6.  The kids were so
excited – they could be seen on the
big screen throughout the entire
gym. Being Father’s Day, we
prayed for all fathers, living and
deceased, those that were with us
that day and those that were never
with us – but most of all that God
would bless all fathers with the
guidance to raise men and women
of God. We also prayed for
vocations in the church, for all the
young people that were discerning
the call from God. This was
especially touching for me, as I saw
so many young people that were
truly contemplating a vocation in
their lives. Father Stan suggested to
us that the Church is concerned
about the lack of vocations, but
reminded us that we must always
pray for vocations, because there
are many young people discerning
the religious life.

Before leaving Steubenville
Sunday afternoon, we enjoyed
lunch together as a group. We
loaded our luggage on the bus and
prepared for our journey home to
Jacksonville. 

As we slowly left the campus of
the Franciscan University of
Steubenville behind, it was evident
that this mountain God created was
truly holy ground – A Taste of
Heaven.

As we began our travel, we
sang songs and talked about our
experiences over the weekend.
After stopping for dinner in West
Virginia, the teens shared their
experiences of the weekend and
what it meant to them. I am
completely blown away by these
teens. They are so eager to share
what God has done in their lives.
As I recalled the beginning of the
weekend, remembering that this
weekend was for our teens, I was
reminded how God works in
mysterious ways – it was a
weekend for the teens – not for the
chaperones, but because of them –
it was a weekend that I will never
forget - for me. They shared
themselves with us – which was the
real blessing. I will never forget
how each one of the teens and
parents and youth directors touched
my life in a very real and special
way. 

L-R: Sandy Keel, Jeanette Ghioto, Ann Semper and Monica Figueroa
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by Ann Semper

My journey as a Catholic began
when I was born. My early
memories of being raised in a
Catholic family are many - going to
church on Sundays and holy days,
praying the rosary together as a
family, praying before meals,
preparing our hearts for Lent,
receiving my First Holy
Communion, being confirmed, and
attending Catholic school from
kindergarten through high school.
My parents have always been
excellent Catholic role models for
my brothers, sister, and me. 

As an adult, I have been
fortunate to receive and experience
many blessings through the church.
I have been a sponsor for RCIA
candidates and attended various
retreats and Bible studies which
have all enhanced my faith and
added to my sense of community in
the church.  Last Fall when my
daughter, Jennifer, began high
school I encouraged her to attend a
Life Teen retreat weekend
promising that, if she did not like it,
I would not push anymore. What
began as a weekend retreat for her
has evolved into an incredible
journey of faith for both of us. Not
only did she experience the love of
Jesus Christ on the weekend, she
has continued her journey and
brought me along on the same
incredible ride.

Life Teen is a Catholic high
school ministry which brings teens
closer to Christ through the
Eucharist. The Life Teen program
here at Christ the King is a joint
ministry with the parishes of
Assumption, Holy Spirit,
Resurrection, and Christ the King.
As a teenager I never experienced
what our teens today are able to
experience through Life Teen. Our
teens are able to participate in
every aspect of the Mass from
music to the offering, to preparing
the altar for Eucharist, to being
Eucharistic Ministers. After Mass
the teens attend Life Night to learn
the teachings of our Catholic faith
through interaction with others, and
they are able to share their
experiences with one another. In
addition to Life Night the teens are
invited to participate in Bible
studies, discussion nights, weekend
retreats, and “Just for Fun” nights.

Since Jennifer has been
involved in Life Teen, I have been
witness to her defending her faith
to others in a way that I, as a
teenager, would never have dared
to do. Jennifer is a very caring
person with a big heart, and Life
Teen has only boosted her love for
the Lord and others. At Bishop
Kenny she attends Mass in the
chapel, participates in a prayer
circle, and has joined a new
ministry at school called CIA –
Christians in Action.

Life Teen has an incredible
Core Team of adults who give so
much of their time to these
teenagers. They plan and
participate with the teens in the
Mass, Life Nights, and retreats.  In
addition to the Core Team a group
of “Life Goes On” teens who, upon
graduation from high school, have
dedicated themselves to continue
their journey and encourage those
teens still in high school. A group
of musicians and singers, “Music
for Life”, are an integral part of the
spiritual journey of Life Teen.
Music is a gift from God, and
Music for Life shares its incredible
gift with all of us. I find myself
always praying for these teams -
they are such an integral part of this
ministry and they give so
unselfishly of themselves.

Parents for Life is a group of
adults who have dedicated
themselves to prayer and service
for our teens. As part of Parents for
Life I have been able to share time
with my daughter and other teens in
the program. You do not have to be
a parent or have a teen involved in
Life Teen to be a member of
Parents for Life. Our teens are the
future of the Church and we, as the
members of the Body of Christ,
have a responsibility to continue
the work of Jesus Christ in our
community, and what better way
than to share ourselves with our
teens.

If you have never experienced a
Life Teen Mass, I invite you to join
us on Sundays at 5PM. If you
cannot attend, I invite you to pray
for the success of Life Teen – the
power of prayer is awesome and
God is listening! 

An
Incredible

Journey

Resurrection Catholic Church
Kicks Off New Life Teen

Program
by Nancy M. Powers

Saturday, July 24th marked the
beginning of a New LIFE TEEN
Program in Jacksonville at
Resurrection Catholic Church.
Members of our Core Team,  LIFE
Goes On, and Music for LIFE were
on hand to help kick off the
festivities. Teens from both groups
converged to celebrate Mass
together and later put on their best
poodle skirts and rolled up jeans,
teased their hair or put on the
grease and hand jived, twisted and
jerked ‘till they dropped.

Yes, you guessed it - Mel’s
Diner (a.k.a. LIFE TEEN Soda
Shop) was host to hip cats who
knew how to have a good time.
Made to order burgers, shakes and
fries were prepared by
Resurrection Parents and vinyls
(a.k.a. CD’s) were spun by Brett
Devoe. It was a great party and a
great kick off! 

We’re very excited about the
LIFE TEEN program at
Resurrection and we will be
collaborating on many upcoming
projects and events.  As you know,

LIFE TEEN is a Catholic High
School Youth Program centered on
the Eucharist.  Our mission is
simply to “Lead Teens Closer To
Christ”.

Since beginning our LIFE
TEEN program almost two years
ago, we’ve been blessed to see
tremendous changes occur in the
lives of our teens.  When you are in
the presence of God, through the
Eucharist, amazing things start to
happen. Lives change!  We wish
Resurrection God’s blessings on
their program and pray for an
increase in teens and volunteer
participation. 

We’d also like to take this
opportunity to publicly thank
Father Tom Cody, Pastor of
Resurrection Catholic Church, for
his foresight and faith in our LIFE
TEEN program. He was there three
years ago when LIFE TEEN was
just a thought. He faithfully
supported our first two years of
growth and without his help we
would not be where we are today.
Please join me in saying “Thanks
for everything Father Cody.  We
couldn’t have done it without you!” 
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An Interview with

Father Mike Pendergraft

CTK: Father, when did you attend
Christ the King School?

Father Mike: I went all through
Christ the King School and
graduated in 1967.

CTK: Did you ever think about
becoming a priest?

Father Mike: Probably, like most
Catholic school kids, but nothing
serious. I was an altar server and
enjoyed that.

CTK: Did you think about
becoming a priest in high school?

Father Mike: The answer is also
no. I graduated from Bishop Kenny
High School in 1971, but I still had
no thoughts about becoming a
priest.

CTK: Where did you go to
college?

Father Mike: I started at FCCJ for
two terms and then worked full-
time first at Church’s Fried
Chicken and then on the docks at
the Jacksonville Port Authority.
After two years of working there, I
knew I needed a change because it
was not what I wanted to do for the
rest of my life. I figured I would
marry and have a family. I visited a
friend at seminary and liked what I
saw as far as a college education

and a new direction. I asked to go
to the seminary not knowing I
would become a priest.

CTK: Where did the Bishop send
you?

Father Mike: I went to the
Pontifical College Josephinum in
Columbus, Ohio. My friend was
there and I had met a priest who
encouraged me. After four years
and a degree in English Literature,
I decided to pursue seminary
studies at St. Vincent de Paul in
Boynton Beach, Florida.

CTK: When were you ordained?

Father Mike: I was ordained in
1981 and assigned to St. Joseph in
Loretto/Mandarin for two years.
Next I was at St. Patrick in
Gainesville for four years. Then I
was pastor at St. John the
Evangelist/Holy Cross in
Chiefland/Cross City for twelve
years. Now I am pastor at St.
Francis Xavier Church in Live
Oak.

CTK: What advice would you give
someone considering a career?

Father Mike: Keep an open mind,
keep working at your education,
and God will somehow let you
know what He wants.

RCIA Team:
“Goodbye” - “Hello” and

“Welcome Back”

by Kathy Purtle

On Tuesday evening, June 27,
2000, the Rite of Christian
Initiation for Adults (RCIA) Team
Members gathered at the Rectory
to officially close the 1999-2000
session and open the 2000-2001
program. The meeting also served
as an opportunity to say “goodbye”
to those leaving the Team, “hello”
to those joining the Team, and
“welcome back” to those returning
for another year. 

It began as a farewell party,
with gifts and good wishes for
those who were leaving the Team.
Father Brian Carey, our Director
and Teacher for the past seven
years, and Lyle and Marie Stewart,
our Lay Coordinators for the past
four years, have retired from these
duties. We, the RCIA Team
Members and the entire Parish of
Christ the King, owe a debt of
gratitude to these three wonderful
and hard-working people!

Also leaving the RCIA Team
are Cheryl Snelgrove, our team
member and secretary since she
converted to Catholicism in 1995,
and Bernie and Joyce Kunka, who
have served as Sponsors and Team
Members for the past six years. We
will truly miss them and their
unique contributions!

The dual  responsibilities of
RCIA Director and Coordinator
have now passed to our new
Coordinator, James Scott.  James
will be a capable leader, having
served as a Team Member for the
past two years and having recently
received his Master’s Degree in
Religious Education.

The RCIA Team will be adding
at least two new members to their
ranks. Jacquelyn Scott, the wife of
our new Coordinator, has been
active in Christ the King since her
conversion in 1997. Darlene
O’Neal,  having raised their
children in the Catholic faith,
served as Sponsor for her husband
Louie during this past year. We
welcome these two new members! 

In addition, the RCIA Team
welcomed back our returning
members: Tony Zeaiter, Mary
Rouse, David Stewart, Vicki
Stewart, Tom Holton, Alan Purtle
and Kathy Purtle. All of the above
have served as Sponsors and Team
Members for the past several years.

For those who are interested in
becoming Catholic, the Inquiry
Classes will be held on Tuesday,
August 1, 15, and 29, at 7:00 p.m.
in the Music Room. The actual
weekly RCIA classes will begin on
Tuesday, September 5, 2000 at 7:00
p.m. in the Music Room. For
further information, call  James
Scott at 722-3309.

Father Brian Carey

Bernie and Joyce Kunka

Clockwise from L to R: David Stewart, Vicki Stewart, 
Jacquelyn Scott, James Scott, Tony Zeaiter, 

Father Brian Carey, Cheryl Snelgrove, Lyle Stewart, 
and Marie Stewart




