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Christ the King School
Opens With a New Look
by Bill Dougherty
Christ the King Catholic School opened the school year
with a sporty new look and better yet, a second floor.
During dedication ceremonies on August 27, four of Christ
the King’s former pastors participated. Bishop Robert Baker,
Bishop of Charleston, along with retired Bishop, Thomas
Larkin, retired pastor, Monsignor Mortimer Danaher, and
current pastor, Father Robert McDermott, con-celebrated the
noon Mass. Hundreds of parishioners filled the pews for the
return of the men who had guided Christ the King since the
early 1950s.
Members of the Knights of Columbus, dressed in their
colorful regalia, provided an honor guard for the opening
procession. Bishops Larkin and Baker talked about the rich
history of Christ the King, the wonderful volunteers who
donated so much of their time, talent and treasure, and the fruit
of everyone’s labor that was clearly illustrated with the opening
of new and restored editions of Christ the King School.
Following Mass, parishioners congregated near the school
as the former pastors, led by Bishop Baker, blessed the mosaic
that adorns the outside of the school building. Bishops Baker
and Larkin then proceeded into the school to bless each
classroom. Parishioners followed, taking a tour of the facilities
that had well-organized and efficient classrooms designed to
create a positive learning environment. The bathrooms in the
pre-kindergarten and kindergarten classrooms provided an
added convenience to teachers and students alike.
There were treats and drinks outside during the warm,
sunshine-filled day and it was a thrill to see the Bishops in their
bright, colorful vestments. It was a time of reunions for many
who remembered fondly the years they shared with each of
Christ the King pastors.
While the construction work continues, particularly painting
and some interior finishing, plans are moving forward for the
second phase of the construction project — The Sister Therese
Horan Library and Media Center. The idea for the project
began with Bishop Baker. Plans had been drawn and work had
just begun when his selection as the new Bishop of Charleston
was announced. Father McDermott became the new pastor and
immediately applied his experience in organizing volunteers
and contractors in moving construction forward with the aim of
having the school building ready for students in the fall.

Bishop Robert Baker in front of the newly renovated school

Students have been using the new building since school began
on August 23, 2000.
Both parishioners and Bishop Baker thanked Bishop Larkin
for his vision as the first pastor when he had the school
designed with an eye towards expansion. The original Christ
the King School was constructed so that if a second floor was
necessary, it could be easily added. Almost fifty years later, that
second floor is now part of the school and the rich history of
Christ the King.
There is still much work to be done. Monies collected in the
green envelope (that is part of the tithing each member of
Christ the King provides) each week goes toward paying for
the construction. Please continue to give generously in honor of
Sister Therese and for the future of Christ the King students.
For more photos, Continued on Page 22
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Holy Ghost News!
Wait until you see what we have
for you in this quarterly issue of the
“Courier”! In this issue we have
strived to give you a little taste of what
will be coming soon . . .
Thanksgiving Day and Advent!!!!
Since our next issue comes out in
February we decided to have articles
that will help you make plans for
holiday season.
There are baskets to fill for the St.
Vincent
dePaul
project
at
Thanksgiving and Christmas and there
is also the Advent Tree project. These
projects help to spread the holiday
cheer with those who may not have
food or presents for the holiday
season. All three of these projects need
your Time, Talent, and Treasure
(TTT).
Speaking of TTT. November is
our Stewardship month. Included in
this issue is an article on the
Characteristics of Stewardship and a
little about time and talent. During this
holiday season we get a chance to
think and pray about what we have
done in the past year for God and our
church. We also look to the future to
decide whether or not we want to
continue in the ministries we have
chosen. Perhaps we want to do
something different. After much

prayer and consideration we get the
chance to sign-up or renew our
commitment to our chosen ministries
for the year 2001.
Another article you may enjoy is
the dedication of our school
renovation. Can you believe it? Isn’t it
beautiful! Thanks to everyone at
Christ the King who helped! You will
also get a glimpse of how the mosaic
was made and the story of how we
came to get it.
In this issue you will find several
articles on LIFE TEEN. Please read
about the wedding and their work
project.
This issue has an interview on
Monsignor Joseph Lamonde, our new
priest in residence. He is a military
chaplain at Kings Bay, Georgia. When
he is able, he will be saying Mass here
at Christ the King.
Speaking of the military. We chose
an excerpt by Tom Brokaw to pay
tribute to our Veterans. Because of
these men and women who risked their
lives, we were able to vote freely on
November 7 for the people of our
choice. What a blessing!
Take your time, browse through
this issue and perhaps you will want to
let us know what you think. May I be
the first to wish you a spirit filled
holiday season!
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Father Thomas McCarthy retires. His new address is:
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Rockwell
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Father Brian Carey goes to reunion while vacationing in Ireland.
Can you see him?
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He also had a visit with Father James “Bat” Masterson who will be
know to many in the parish.

The mission of CHRIST THE KING COURIER is to provide our Christ The King
Family with information and news regarding our faith and parish ministries. The goal is
to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the ministries of our
parish in the hope that people can use this information to bring you closer to God and
our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two of many of God's gifts, and
through CHRIST THE KING COURIER, parishioners can share in the joy, love, and
fellowship of Christ the King Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his message
of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message of the Gospel
of Christ the King.
As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the reading
from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as exemplifying the content and character of this
publication.
"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in
heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with
one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another. The Lord
has forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the
perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for this that
you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.
The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King
Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to refuse articles, poetry, advertisements,
etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. The appearance of advertising in these
pages does not imply endorsement of businesses, services and products. Readers must
exercise prudence in responding to advertising in all media. Political advertising not
accepted. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials submitted for publication.

Patrick Cooke, C.S.Sp.; Parochial Vicar at the Cathedral Basilica is
seriously ill with cancer. Please pray for him.
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What’s Happening

L’ARCHE HARBOR HOUSE

Welcome:

Bishop John Snyder (above, right) approaches Volunteer table to
enter L’Arch Harbor House Golf Tournament. (Volunteers:
Kelly Parks, Joanne Powers, Nancy Powers, Mollie O’Neil,
Sandy Kraus, and Cissie Corriveau)
The tournament, which took place at Queen’s Harbor Yacht and
Country Club September 18, 2000, netted a profit of forty-two
thousand dollars. Harbor House is grateful to all who played a part
in the success of this fun-filled event.

A Tribute to Our Veterans
submitted by Frank Becht
Initially this tribute was
written specifically for WWII
Veterans. We feel that it is an
exceptionally good tribute that
could apply to all Veterans from
all wars. So we honor all who have
served on behalf of their country
and we feel that you are more than
“ordinary” citizens.
An excerpt from “The Next
Generation”
by Tom Brokaw, Author

Ordinary People
When the United States entered
World War II, the U.S. government
turned to ordinary Americans and
asked of them extraordinary
service, sacrifice, heroics. Many

Americans met those high
expectations, and then returned
home to lead ordinary lives.
When the war ended, more than
twelve million men and women put
their uniforms aside and returned to
civilian life. They went back to
work at their old jobs or started
small businesses; they became bigcity cops and firemen; they
finished their degrees or enrolled in
college for the first time; they
became schoolteachers, insurance
salesmen, craftsmen, and local
politicians. They weren’t widely
known outside their families or
their communities. For many, the
war years were enough adventure
to last a lifetime. They were proud
of what they had accomplished but
rarely discussed their experiences,
even with each other. They became
once again ordinary people, the
kind of men and women who
always have been the foundation of
the American way of life.

Christ the King Clinic
Thanks
CTK Students
submitted by Linda McCreary
To Christ the King Students,

medication, lab work and other
vital medical services. Children
receive physicals for school and
daycare. Due in part to your
generosity, our clinic was able to
diagnose and treat a patient with
advanced breast cancer.
Again, our sincere thanks for
your kindness and thoughtfulness.

Christ the King Clinic would
like to thank you for your very
generous donation to our clinic.
Your support year after year is
greatly appreciated and is used in
very real ways to help the poor and
Sincerely,
the needy.
With your dollars we are able to
provide
our
patients
with Janis Polsenski and Staff

We woud like to welcome the following individuals
and families to Christ the King Community

The Alberto Abbott Family
The Steve Abinsay Family
James Blumhoefer II Family
The Juan Bug_eno Family
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Bunag
The Orlando Caballero Family
The Walter Christie, Jr. Family
The Kevin Collins Family
Catherine Corsaro
The Margie David Family
The Tom Devenny Family
Irene Edralin
Mr. & Mrs. Eswald Fertil
The Luis Figueroa Family
The Miguel Flores Family
Kathy Frisko
The Shuford Futch Family
The Minerva Gabriel Family
The Angelnette Harris Family
Mr. & Mrs. Christian Hildreth
Mr. & Mrs. Fran Henderson
The Mike Khoury Family
Mr. & Mrs. Randell Kidd
The Larry Lay Family

Baptisms:

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lea
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Lopez Family
James Malone
Massah Momorie
Rose Marko
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Martin
Michael Matta
Lillian Mercado
Sarah Millstein
The Mark Mocart Family
The Richard Morter Family
The Peter Palazzolo Family
The Tim Rousseau Family
Rosemary Schmanch
The Barrie Snyder Family
The Fernando Solis Family
Charles Starke, IV
The Richard Tackett Family
The James Taylor Family
The Dana Thomas Family
The Terry Tyndal Family
The Errington Watkins Family
The Rawn Yates Family

We Would like to announce the following people who
were recently baptized into the Catholic Church

Alec Tecson
Daniel Francis Bueno
Eric David Bueno
Matthew Pierce Bueno
Marvic John Eco
Thomas W. Dean
Dillon Lee Morency
Josalyn Nicole Finkler
Marisa Nicola Loy
Keysha Ramos Resto
Barret Patrick Lennon
Jenny Kim Bui Nguyen
Randall Joseph Kidd

Marriages:

March 12
July 30
July 30
July 30
August 6
August 8
August 12
August 13
August 19
August 20
August 20
August 20
August 27

Ian Matthew Smith September 6
Kylie Renee Hickey September 10
Jennifer Dinh
September 17
Keitlan Nghia Van September 17
Sarah Anne Crocco September 24
Rodyrus Fulton
September 24
Christina Batario
September 30
Errington W. I. J. Watkins III
October 8
Thomas A.T. Ealand October 29
Veronica A.F. Branham October 29
James R. Daley
October 29

We would like to acknowledge the following
parishioners who were recently united into the
Sacrament of Marriage.

Charles Pergola and Michele Lewis Tung Thanh Pham and An Que
on August 12.
Tran on October 7.
Alfred J. Martin, Jr. and Wanda J.
Wajdat on September 16.

Deaths:
Rita Gorsha
Frank Broome, Sr.
Ann Rakoczy
John McDermott
Haguenot Fleury
Louis Stefanic
Myra Schwerdt

The following people are recently deceased members of
our parish for whom we offer our special prayers.

July 19
August 5
August 10
August 12
August 23
August 26
August 31

Irene Vaughn
September 5
Harold L. Bratcher September 11
Theresa Mary Mikoczi October 20
John F. Breen
October 24
Frances Virginia Bernard
October 26
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FIRST CHURCH SECRETARY
CORA SCHULTZ
by Frank Becht
Cora Kimball Schultz may not
be familiar to many parishioners
since she was the first church
secretary beginning shortly after
the founding of the Parish in
September 1954. At the suggestion
of Sister Miriam Joseph, Director
of St. Mary’s Home at that time,
she contacted Father Larkin, who
needed a secretary.
In March 1955, Father Larkin
bought a house on Mickler Road,
just behind the church property.
The carport of the three bedroom
house was converted into an office
which became the Christ the King
rectory. Cora really wanted a part
time job since she had three
children to care for, but the job was
never really part time.
Mrs. Schultz, a Floridian, was
raised in Jacksonville and married
Matthew Earl Schultz, an active
member of the Air Force in 1942.
Cora and Earl bought a home on
Gamewell Road in Arlington where
she lives today. Mr. Schultz died in
1978. She first worked for a short
time at Standard Oil before her
marriage, and then worked for the
Social Security office until she
moved with her husband who was
in the service.
Cora and her husband had three
children who all attended Christ the
King School. Diane Whipple, the
eldest, was born in Mississippi,

now lives in New Port Richey,
Florida, had three daughters (two
therapists and a teacher). Son
Matthew (Matt) was active in
Christ the King athletics in
basketball and softball. Matt
attended St. Mary’s Seminary in
Alabama for a short time before
going into the Peace Corps. He
married a Korean girl and they had
two sons and two daughters, one
daughter who died at age nineteen.
They currently live in Japan where
Matt, an assistant professor, teaches
English in a Japanese university.
Katherine Kimball Schultz, the
youngest, is unmarried, and is a
registered nurse, living in
Jacksonville Beach.
The job as secretary to Father
Larkin often required overtime and
the children had to be taken to St.
Mary’s Home after school until the
end of the work day. As church
secretary, she was responsible for
all
activities
including
bookkeeping, recording Sunday
offerings, payroll including Christ
the King School, answering the
phone, preparing the church
bulletin (Father Larkin would
either write it out or dictate it) and
a myriad of other things connected
with the church office.
Clarice Larkin, Father Larkin’s
sister, and his mother Jule, also
assisted in the rectory and were a
tremendous help in keeping the
small office running smoothly.
Clarice and her mother came to

Enthronement of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus by the Legion of Mary
Do you pray for peace in your
home?
Jesus is waiting to become the
Head of your household!
Read on…..
by James Scott and Lisa Herda
The Legion of Mary at Christ
the King is best known for going
out into the neighborhoods in our
parish area, knocking on doors in
search of Catholics and anyone that
may need spiritual help. As
Monsignor Danaher says, “The
Legion puts shoes to the Gospel.”
Through works and prayer, the
Legion seeks to achieve the
personal sanctity of the members
and the spiritual uplifting of those
individuals and families we
contact. In the words of Pope John
Paul II, the Legion’s intent “is to
render service to every person, who
is the image of Christ, with the
spirit and the solicitude of Mary.”
Another important service of
the Legion is the enthroning of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus in homes.
The Enthronement of the Sacred
Heart is a celebration for families
to honor the Heart of Christ by
recognizing His Kingship and

Friendship for all. Families raise
up a blessed image of the Sacred
Heart in a prominent and public
place in the home or dwelling. All
participants then make a promise of
love with our Lord through an Act
of Consecration. This promise is a
renewal of our promise to live up to
our Baptismal promises and follow
the great commandments of God in
our daily lives.
According to its founder,
Father Mateo Crawley-Boevey, the
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus is not a devotion. It is an
Apostolate whose aim is to win
souls for Christ. It is rooted in
Scripture. Its essence is love. The
heart and soul of it is the Eucharist.
It recognizes the inherent
redeeming power of the Mass and
Sacraments, in particular the
Sacrament of Reconciliation for the
spiritually ill. One of the Twelve
Promises of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus is “I will give peace in their
families and will unite families that
are divided.”
To schedule the Enthronement
of the Sacred Heart in your home,
contact the Legion of Mary at 7446659 or call the rectory at 7240080.

Christ the King with Father Larkin
and they lived nearby on Ava
Drive.
Cora’s time as church secretary
proved to be a very busy time in the
history of the parish, for it was at
this time that the church building
(now the parish hall) and the school
buildings were constructed. This
caused considerable activity in the
rectory.
In 1964, Mrs. Schultz felt she
needed to spend more time with her
family, so she negotiated a clerical
position at Christ the King School
with Sister Damian, the principal,
where she worked for about a year
before retiring in 1965. Marge

Whitman replaced Cora Schultz as
church secretary.
Mrs. Schultz finds it hard to
select one particular thing as
outstanding in her nine years as
church secretary, for there were so
many activities and things
happening during this early
development period that were
memorable in the parish. One thing
she feels strongly about, though, is
that she has always felt that Father
Larkin, now Bishop Larkin, is a
saint. She is not alone in that
feeling, for many of the early
parishioners feel the same way.
Thank you, Cora Schultz, for
your hard work, dedication and
help in making Christ the King
what it is today!
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CCD, 2000 - 2001
by Lucille Guzzone
Approximately 140 children
and their families gathered in the
Parish Hall on the evening of
August 30 for Confraternity of
Christian
Doctrine
(CCD)
orientation. This year the program
started earlier in an effort to
coincide closely with the public
school calendar. The schedule itself
follows the Duval County school
holidays in order to facilitate better
attendance for CCD instruction.
The children were happy to
learn that their classes were to be
held entirely in the newly
renovated school building. This
offers more security as all the
children are under one roof, and the
rooms themselves are large enough
to house larger classes comfortably.
The parish is proud to have so
many teachers on board to serve as
instructors. The new director is
Lucille Guzzone, who has a B.A.
degree in education from a Catholic
college in the Boston area, and who
has done post graduate work at
UNF. She is a former high school
teacher
and
has
taught
Confirmation classes at Christ the
King School the last few years.
Carmen Gartland returns as
first grade teacher. She has had
plenty of classroom experience
while working as an aide at Christ
the King School. Joanie Sharp, a
permanent substitute at the school,
received a Catholic school
education in South Carolina. She
prepares the second graders for
First Reconciliation and Holy
Communion. Betty Wheeler,
retired public school teacher,
received many rewards during her
tenure in the school system; she
teaches the third grade. Fourth
grade is in the hands of Lisa Herda,
a student at FCCJ and a recent
convert to the faith. She recently
completed her studies as a first year
catechist. Fifth grade is taught by
Sandy Hill, who is a first grade
teacher at Christ the King School.
This is her second year in the CCD
program.
Al Martin, sixth grade teacher,
holds many positions in Catholic
leadership. He is devoted to his
students and is a certified catechist.
Jean O’Connor, a catechist
herself, is responsible for the
seventh grade. Jean enjoys hosting
an annual home Mass for her junior
high students.
Page Peeler, who taught fifth
grade last year, is now preparing
eighth graders for the sacrament of
Confirmation. Page is also a
certified catechist and holds a
degree in Health.
Two additional staff instructors
are also part of the team. Millie
Cabrera is bilingual and therefore
uses
her
skill
to
better
communicate
with
Hispanic
families. She works in the

Father Bob

Father Brian Carey, Lucille Guzzone
and Subdeacon Eli Shami

Annual CCD Orientation Meeting

CCD class

Where do I go?
computer lab at Arlington Heights
Elementary School during the day.
Shannon Ishee has a Master’s
Degree
in
education
and
counseling, and in a special class is
preparing older children for First
Holy Communion.
Subdeacon Eli Shami is now
the chaplain, and Pat Tyndall has

resumed her position as office
manager and secretary.
This faculty is aware of their
responsibilities to impart a Catholic
education to the children in their
care, even though they meet with
them only one hour a week. Their
goal is to work with the parents in
encouraging the little ones to look

Pat Thomas
forward to those Wednesday
evenings even after a full day of
academic work at their respective
schools. CCD is an important
program in any Catholic parish, and
Christ the King
community
acknowledges this duty by offering
a fine program.
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R.C.I.A. Studies Begin for Class of 2001
Stewart, Vicki Stewart, Tom
Holton, Terry Kasza and Kathy
Purtle. All of the above have served
as Sponsors and Team Members for
the past several years.
The R.C.I.A. Team has added
four new members to their ranks.
Jacquelyn Scott, the wife of our
new Director, has been active at
Christ the King since her
conversion in 1997. Darlene and
Louie O’Neal are the newest
couple to join the Team. Darlene,
after having raised their children in
the Catholic Faith, served as

Vicki and David Stewart, Father Bob, Jacquelyn and James Scott
by Kathy Purtle
On
Tuesday
evening,
September 12, 2000 at 7:00 p.m.,
R.C.I.A. classes officially began
for the year 2000-2001. At the
moment, we have 22 adults in the
class. Please keep these people in
your prayers as they make their
journey into Catholicism.
Since 1988, the R.C.I.A. (Rite
of Christian Initiation of Adults)
has been mandated as the ordinary
way adults are brought into full
communion with the Catholic faith.

Thanksgiving Baskets

The R.C.I.A. is designed to be a
progressive journey of faith and a
recurrent experience of conversion,
not only for the searcher but also
for the whole Catholic community
of faith.
The new R.C.I.A. Director is
James Scott. James is a dedicated
and capable leader, having served
as a Team Member for the past two
years and who recently received his
Master’s Degree in Religious
Education.
Returning Team Members are
Tony Zeaiter, Mary Rouse, David
by Mickey Kenny

STEWARDSHIP CONVENTION

Front row: Gloria Nebrich, Jane Middleton,
Grace Berkey, Eileen Porter, Sissy Keegan,
Father Thanh and Ward Berkey
In rear: Olin Middleton and Pat Thomas
by Eileen Porter
On November 11 our pastor,
Father Robert McDermott, our
Stewardship Director, Pat Thomas,
and ten members of the
Stewardship Committee traveled to
Washington, D.C. for the Annual
International Catholic Stewardship
Convention. Representatives of all
50 states, as well as a number of
foreign representatives, convened
to share ideas and learn from one
another’s
experiences
in
stewardship.
The speakers, as always, were
interesting and provided those
attending with new ideas to take
back to their faith communities.

R.C.I.A. Sponsor for her husband,
Louie, during this past year.
Last but not least, Terry Kasza,
our newest team member has
decided come on board. He has
been a sponsor before. We welcome
them all!
For those
interested in
becoming Catholic, the R.C.I.A.
classes meet each week on Tuesday
evenings, from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. in
the Music Room. For further
information, call James Scott at
722-3309.

There were a number of round table
discussions held, and these
provided a wonderful opportunity
to discuss problems that may have
come up and to share possible
solutions.
There
were
first
time
conventioneers who were hoping to
begin total stewardship programs
in their parishes. Since Christ the
King is known nationwide for its
successful stewardship program,
many questions were asked of our
representatives. This is a source of
great pride to all of us and everyone
was happy to share the experiences
we have had along the way – the
things that have worked and the
ones that have not. We all learn by
sharing.

“The holidays” begin here at
Christ the King with Thanksgiving
Baskets given to those in the
community who have special need.
Through donations from the parish
and gifts we receive throughout the
year, the St. Vincent de Paul
Society is able to help people all
year long. At the holiday season it
is especially important for the
people in our community to know
they are important to us. This is a
wonderful parish for showing “we
are Christians by our love...Yes,
they’ll know we are Christians by
our love.” We sing this in our hymn
and we do it in many ways but now
it is baskets for the holiday.
As Vincentians we try to help
our neighbors with the needs they
have during the year, and note
those individuals and families who
will probably have too little to be
thankful for on this special day
when “everyone” seems to have
more than enough of everything.
We use the donations and gifts
provided by the people of the
parish to make as wonderful a
basket of cheer as possible.
Naturally, we start with a
turkey and stuffing, and then go on
to the fruit, vegetables, and
pumpkin pie. Rolls, butter,
cranberry jelly, and all the things
that say Thanksgiving Dinner are,
of course, included. These baskets
are really nice and are well filled.
In the past we have had
tremendous support from Mr.
DeGeorgio and the violinists. It

was truly amazing how many,
many things he, Mrs. DeGeorgio,
and those kids were able to bring to
us for sharing!
Bishop Kenny has always been
very generous as well. They have
made up and donated some truly
beautiful baskets for us to give.
And even more important they
have given valuable service to us in
the packing and delivery of our
baskets.
Usually the Saturday before
Thanksgiving you can come and
see - or come and help - us as we
are packing up all these goodies,
spreading them out so everyone
receiving a basket gets an equal
amount of the bounty. We really do
have fun together and many hands
and backs make light work. Then
we pile the baskets in our cars and
trucks and begin the deliveries all
over our parish. Some of us go to
old friends we have visited through
the year, and some of us meet new
friends.
Let me assure you, everyone
knows how loving our parish is and
they are grateful and thankful. This
is a wonderful way to thank God
for all he has given us to enjoy and
to share with others. We at St.
Vincent de Paul thank you for the
many donations you have given to
us or may wish to add in the years
to come. We always feel so blessed
when the job is over because of all
the warm and loving feelings that
have been expressed by all
involved; those who were given to
and those who gave. I’m sure God
smiles on us all.
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The Small Group
Faith Sharing Program
Pass the Word Around - Faith Sharing is
Coming to Christ the King
by Alick Hardie
My wife, Delwyn and I joined a
Small Faith Sharing Group in 1987
when RENEW started in South
Africa. We were placed with a
group of people whom we had
never met before, ages varying
from 30 to 65, with diverse
backgrounds,
interests
and
occupations.
At first we had no idea of what
we were supposed to do and started
off meeting more socially than
spiritually, but gradually we
learned how to share and grow in
our faith. We bonded into a group
whose friendship will last forever,
although
some of us have moved off and
others joined, nevertheless the
friendship has remained strong. We
supported each other in good times
and bad, the group really pulling
together and supporting one couple
whose nine-year-old son died of
cancer. The group was always
there, to comfort, sit the other kids,
being with them at prayer meetings
and novenas.
There were happy times, too.
We met five or six times a year
socially, dining together, picnics, or
just a plain bring and share. Every
Easter we collected and distributed

food packages to the poor and
during Lent we attended Stations of
the Cross together finishing off at
Easter with a shared Pascal meal.
When
we
arrived
in
Jacksonville a year ago, we tried
the various churches in the area and
one of the reasons we joined Christ
the King was that we saw in the
bulletin that there was a Small
Group Program. We asked at the
office about joining a Small Group
and were very lucky that Betty
Becht was there that day and she
invited us to join her group. We are
most grateful that the group has
accepted us, and in a very short
time
we
have
developed
friendships, which, we hope and
pray, will last for a long time to
come.
We enjoy the Faith Sharing
with this group during Lent and
Advent and the social events
between. Whatever Mass or
function we go to we will always
meet a couple of friends who will
warmly greet us, make a place for
us with them and introduce us to
their friends. Thus, in a very short
time we have become part of the
community of Christ the King. We
have been blessed to be members
of these wonderful groups and
recommend that you join one, too.

A Fifteen Year Success

About fifteen years ago the St.
Vincent de Paul Society had so
many requests for help at
Christmas time they were at a loss
as to how these people could best
be served.
Georgia and Don McLean and
Linda and Don Podany were
brainstorming the project. Georgia
mentioned the dilemma to Pat
Setser and was told that in the
parish to which the Setser’s
previously belonged, the advent
tree was used (as we use it today).
Don and Linda’s daughter,

Sharing at Advent and Lent these
groups meet socially three or four
times a year, sit together at Mass
and participate in the parish
functions together.
What can YOU do? In the
coming weeks you will hear more
about these Groups from the pulpit,
in the bulletin and from fellow
parishioners. We hope and pray that
you will open your heart to this call
and join one of the Groups being
formed. Faith Sharing Small
Groups are blessings to those who
participate. Don’t let this pass you
by.
In the meantime if you have
any questions or if you are
interested in hosting one of these
Small Groups, please contact one
of the individuals listed below.

It is a group of parishioners
who meet weekly to review the
upcoming Sunday’s liturgical
readings during Advent and Lent
each year. The sessions last for 4
weeks and are usually 1 ½ to 2
hours long. Each session follows a
format and individuals are
encouraged to get deeper in their
faith. These Small Groups are an
excellent way to prepare for
Advent, get to know others in our
community and to learn more about
the readings and how they apply to
our lives.
It is Much More. It is a bonding
with other parishioners. A
community within the community
of Christ the King. It develops into
lifelong friendships. Some of the
original RENEW Faith Sharing Helene Meyer
Groups are still meeting regularly Jean O’Connor
after 15 years. Besides the Faith Paula Powell

724-9105 (H)
727-9590 (H)
221-7525 (W)

“Renew” - History of Faith Sharing Small
Groups

Advent Tree
by Claretta Lamusga

What is a Faith Sharing Small Group?
by Helene Meyer

Submitted by Eileen Porter

Michelle, made the first ornaments
from construction paper using
cookie cutters to draw them.
As the project grew and more
help was needed, Trudy Cameron
took over with help from Circle
Seven. Today there are many, many
parishioners of all ages who come
to help sort, pack, and deliver the
gifts.
The past couple of years we
gave approximately 1400 to 1500
gifts to children and adults in need.
It is a project of which we can be
proud and Trudy Cameron is the
moving force behind the ‘advent
tree program’. Thanks, Trudy and
thank you to all your ‘little elves’!

In the early 1980’s an exciting
new program was introduced into
the Catholic Churches across the
country. It was called RENEW.
Christ The King happily joined
the movement. The purpose of
RENEW
and
our
FAITH
SHARING GROUPS was, and is, a
deepening of our personal faith in,
and our relationship with Jesus
Christ, one another, and the
Church.
Studying the Scriptures will
increase our faith in Christ and our
participation in the Eucharist.
Deeper communion with the Lord
in Word and Sacrament will make
us aware of others’ needs. Our
communion with one another will
motivate us to care for them.
We began this movement with
groups of 8 to 12 people meeting in
private homes to discuss the
Sunday readings, and sharing how
these readings relate to our daily
lives. Group prayer and sharing is
an integral part of these meetings.
This concept has expanded through
the years, and is now called “Faith
Sharing Small Groups”. Many of

the original groups are still
meeting, and others have formed
through the years.
Some of the groups still study
the Sunday readings, while other
groups are studying the new
Catechism, and still others are
doing other Scripture studies. The
choice of the studies is left up to the
group
members
and
their
facilitators. The days and times of
meeting are decided this way as
well.
There is a very special bonding
that takes place within these Small
Faith communities. If there is a
down side to this program, it is that
many of our parishioners are not
availing themselves of this
blessing.
Most of our groups meet for a
six week period during Lent, and
again during Advent. There are,
however, some groups that meet
weekly on a year round basis, and
one of our original groups meets
once a month year round.
All adult members of the parish
are welcome to join, and we would
love to have more people
participate in this blessing. The
parish provides all study material.
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Left to right: Pat Humbard, Guild Member; Pat Setser, Guild
President; Nancy Murray, Narrator of Christian Art

Eighth Century
by Mickey Kenny
If you’re searching for a way to
make Christmas more spiritual, you
really have to begin with Advent.
This is the time in the Church year
when we concentrate on waiting
for the Messiah. If a part of each
day is spent in thinking of the
biblical times in which Mary,
Joseph, and an unaware world
waited for the birth of Jesus, the
day itself can be more deeply
appreciated because it will be an
individual, present-day fulfillment
of a long awaited event. In
addition, we will experience
growth in the knowledge of our
Jewish heritage and the world of
Jesus. We are a New Testament
people, but we grow out of the Old
Testament. The Jesse Tree is a
marvelous way prepare for the
coming of Jesus.
The inspiration for the tree is
from Isaiah 11:l. “But a shoot shall
sprout from the stump of Jesse, and
from his roots a bud shall
blossom.” And who is Jesse? Jesse
was the father of David, his
youngest son. And David was the
son anointed by the prophet to
establish a royal family to be the
King of Israel (1 Samuel, 16:1-13),
and Mary and Joseph were from the
House of David.
The Jesse Tree is a
representation of the family tree of
Jesus. It begins with the making of
a tree or vine that is empty of
leaves. Then ornaments or leaves
are made which have a symbol and
a name of any of the ancestors of
Jesus. The tree can be elaborate or

plain. It can begin with a list of
people who are to be added on
during the Advent period. Some
suggested people to begin with are
Abraham, Isaac, Noah, Jacob,
Moses, and Ruth.
Scripture
readings that tell the stories of these
individuals can be read – and
prayer time helps to see how each
of these people has a deeper
meaning in our lives.
The last week before Christmas
could be reserved for such people
as David, Jesse, Anne (the mother
of Mary), Elizabeth, Mary and
Joseph. Bible stories may also be
read.
There are two publications that
could give you great ideas for the
Jesse Tree. You might be able to get
these at the Religious Articles
Store: The Jesse Tree, the Heritage
of Jesus in Stories and Symbols of
Advent for the Family, by Raymond
and Georgene Anderson published
by Fortress Press; and the Jesse
Tree Kit, An Advent Project for
Family, Classroom or Parish, by
Lynn M. Simms and Betsy Walter,
published by Pauline Books and
Media operated by The Daughters
of St. Paul.
While the Jesse Tree is
displayed and begins to “blossom”,
those who visit your home will
probably ask about it, and this will
give you another opportunity to
think about the real meaning of
Christmas and how Advent can
truly be a time of preparation for
the coming of Christ. Your
expression of this may be the
greatest gift you give your friends
and neighbors.

Seventeenth Century

Twentieth Century
by Claretta Lamusga
On September 28th at 6 p.m.
our CKCCW entertained guests at a
covered dish dinner. More
importantly, “Two Millennia of
Christian History” was presented in
twenty-one drawings, outlining the
drama and significance of
Christianity since the time of
Christ. Each panel was 2 feet by 3
feet and placed on an easel and set

up around the perimeter of the
Shirley David Hall. Our guest from
Holy Spirit explained each panel to
us and we could browse through
the drawings at our leisure after the
program.
Books that accompanied the
drawings were on sale and all
profits went to support “Catholics
United for Life.”
It was a most enjoyable and
informative evening.
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A Visit with Bishop Bob

Courier staff with Bishop Baker and
Bishop Larkin
Bishop Bob Baker looks through memory book

Dottie McMillan, Eileen Porter, Bishop Bob and Judy Koziolek

A compilation of thoughts and
~ Mary Ann Sullivan
Bishop Bob was endearing to
feelings about the Courier staff’s
everyone in attendance in that he
visit with Bishop Bob Baker
related to many past personal
The Christ the King Courier experiences with all attending this
staff was privileged to meet briefly special meeting. It became even
with Bishop Bob Baker on his visit more special when Bishop Larkin
during the dedication of the new and his sister, Clarice, joined the
addition to the school. It is hard to group with much picture taking and
with
early
imagine that it has been a little over reminiscing
a year since he left our parish parishioners.
~ Frank Becht
family. He definitely has not been
Even though Bishop Baker
sitting on his ‘heels!’
In the months since Bishop holds high office in the Church, he
Bob left our parish he has put many still gave full attention to everyone
miles on his car traveling from one who addressed him and evoked a
end of South Carolina to the other. feeling of humanness and respect to
In fact last year he was stranded on all present. When he gave his
his way up to Charleston; due to blessing at the end of the meeting,
we truly felt the presence of the
Hurricane/Tropical Storm Floyd.
Bishop Bob has recently found Holy Spirit in the room.
~ Lucille Guzzone
a small amount of time to once
It was awesome to see Bishop
again enjoy one of his favorite
pastimes, playing the piano. Those Bob Baker looking so good when
moments are rare for him, as he has he gathered with the Christ the
King Courier staff and volunteers.
a hectic schedule.
The 45- minute visit with the It seems amazing that this
Bishop was one of shared newspaper is already in its third
memories and of looking toward year.
Much of the success of the
the future of both our parish and of
the Diocese of Charleston. Courier can be attributed to Bishop
“Welcome home Bishop Bob, and Baker’s vision of what the
newspaper should be for the
Ya’ll come back!”
parishioners. It was his vision and

Pastors past and present: Bishop Baker,
Father McDermott and Bishop Larkin

God’s call that was answered by the
many volunteers who came
forward (and are still coming
forward) to continue this ministry
of providing our Christ the King
families with vital information that
informs, educates and supports a
spiritual life.
What a treat it was when the
staff and volunteers were able to
present Bishop Baker with a twovolume collection of photographs
and past copies of the Courier, and
to have time to reminisce about the
early days. . . especially that very
first issue.
Like our Bishop Baker, the
Courier has come a long way and
with God’s help, we will continue
to grow in the Holy Spirit and serve
our Catholic communities.
~ Bill Dougherty
It was a real honor and
privilege to meet with Bishop
Baker when he came to the
dedication. It was a very busy time
for him, but he was kind enough to
take the time to visit with the
Courier staff. Bishop Bob was his
friendly genial self as he greeted
each of us by name and was
genuinely glad to see us.
To add to this very special
occasion our first pastor, Bishop

Larkin, joined the group. It was a
beautiful day and we thank Father
McDermott for his hospitality in
inviting us to meet in his living
room. Christ the King continues to
be a blessing to us all.
~ Eileen Porter
What can I add to what has
already been said so eloquently?
Did Bishop Bob Baker know what
he was starting when he gave me
the assignment to begin a
newspaper at Christ the King? Did
anyone imagine the wealth and
talent that lay dormant in the parish
of over 2,400 families. Isn’t it
wonderful that we are beginning to
find out? I hope that the Courier
continues to flourish as the
communication to all at Christ the
King as well as to our friends and
neighbors who get a copy each
quarter. Bishop Bob Baker’s visit
allowed the Courier staff the
chance to reflect on our beginning
and to thank God for the chance to
open our eyes for a glimpse of Him
in everyone of us as we continue to
do ordinary everyday acts of
charity. Each ministry is a
wonderful work of God. The
Courier is just a mirror reflecting
the image of God’s gifts to us.
Thank you God.
~ Judy Koziolek
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Making of a Mosaic: The St. Clare

Pressing out the clay
Creating the drawings of Clare and Francis
by Sister Ann Francis Mahany
Drawing is traced onto clay and pieces are
separated

Pieces are separated to allow clay to firm

Hands after the glazed high firing process

While clay is still wet facial features are stained

During a trip to Assisi, Italy,
Bishop Bob Baker visited the
chapel at St. Anthony’s Guest
House, a bed and breakfast
administered and staffed by the
Franciscan
Sisters
of
the
Atonement. Adorning the wall in
this intimate chapel were two
ceramic tile mosaics, depicting St.
Clare and St. Francis of Assisi. It
was the deep relief renderings of
the mosaics that initially caught
Bishop Baker’s eye.
After learning that a Sister of
the Atonement had rendered these
mosaics, contact was made with
the artist, Sister Ann Francis
Mahany, S.A., to determine if a
replication on a larger scale would
be feasible for the exterior wall of
Christ the King School. Sister
Mahany resides in Detroit,
Michigan, and made a trip to Christ
the King Parish to explore the
possibility of the project. Sister
was commissioned by Bishop
Baker to begin the endeavor during
the spring of 1999.
Initially, St. Clare and St.
Francis were drawn free hand in
pencil on separate sheets of tracing
paper; each sheet being stretched
eight feet in height and three feet in
width. Essential to the process was
creating puzzle like sections within
the drawings in order to develop
the individual pieces of the mosaic.
A wooden frame, slightly larger
than
the
tracing
paper
measurement, was constructed and
secured to a sheet of plywood in
order to hand press eleven, twentyfive pound boxes of clay.
The clay was pressed into the
frame at approximately one inch in
thickness. Once the clay was
completely pressed into the frame,
the tracing paper drawing of St.
Clare was placed and smoothed
over the clay. Holding a pencil at
an angle, the drawing was traced
into the clay. After the tracing
paper was removed, the process of
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and St. Francis of Assisi School Mosaic
Adjusting the pieces to check the fit

Distant photo after skirt is glazed and high
fired

cutting the puzzle like pieces was
initiated. The clay was covered
with plastic after each working
session in order to avoid quick
drying.
As the clay became firm in the
drying process, the detailed
sculpting of the face, hands and
feet began. Each piece was marked
on the back to match the numbers
or letters on the original drawing. A
variety of implements were used to
create smoothness or roughness in
the clay.
After each piece had been
worked, weights were placed on
each corner of each piece in order
to avoid warping in the drying
process. Once the clay pieces were
completely dried, they were placed
in a kiln and high fired. After high
firing, five layers of glaze were
applied to each individual piece of
the mosaic. The faces have various
shades of color and each shade was
applied five times as well.
Lastly, the glazed pieces were
high fired. The mosaic of St.
Francis followed the same
procedure. Completing the process,
each individual piece of mosaic tile
was wrapped and transported to
Christ the King Parish.
Sister Ann Francis Mahany
serves as Associate Coordinator of
The Franciscan Project. This is a
tax-exempt ecumenical non-profit
initiative in Detroit, Michigan,
where she and Sister Patricia Mary
Hackett coordinate an inner city
Family Literacy Program to assist
families with their reading, writing,
spelling and math skills. Their
neighborhood is one of four of the
poorest in Detroit.
In the summer months, they
sponsor and assist in The
Children’s Organic Garden, where
local children are involved in
planting fourteen raised beds of
vegetables, herbs and flowers.
Their most recent endeavor is
working with mothers of infants
and toddlers to better prepare
young children for school.

Close-up after glazed high firing process

Close-up of Francis

Distant photo of Clare and Francis

Veil and cape after glazed high firing process
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Our House of Prayer

by Mickey Kenny
The world is too much with us
Getting and spending we lay
waste our powers
Little we see in nature that is
ours...
Here at Christ the King we have
an avenue open to us, a get away
from all that is the hustle and bustle
of our wonderful but often too full
lives. The House of Prayer is open
for our use by small groups or
anyone who would like to reserve it
for prayer and reflection.
If you go down Larkin Road
past Morning Star School, you will
find a dirt road on the left with a
white sign post “681” — turn onto
this road. The drive down the road
and driveway will be the
introduction to “putting the world
behind you” for a period of time. It
isn’t a long road, but it is quiet and
different from the usual streets in
Jacksonville.
At the end of the road is the
circle driveway for the house. The
outdoor stations of the cross lead
you around the yard. You might
recognize these stations as those
which used to be in the Sacred
Heart Chapel. Ron Lynch from the
COURIER staff made a house for
each of them to protect them from
the weather.
Each of the ministries here at
Christ the King exists to be a
statement about God among us.
The ministries are the limbs of the
body of Christ. These ministries are
our answer to our call to serve as a
participating member in the body
of Christ. We want to reflect God
in the way we serve, and as a group
our reflections should reflect God
in the ways we organize and
interact. It is, therefore, vital for
our groups to meet in prayer and
reflection for the purpose of
appraising our effectiveness and
direction for the future.

The House of Prayer is a place
where we can remove our selves
and our spirits from the work-a-day
world, from the organization and
operation of it all, and fertilize the
roots of why the ministry exists in
the first place.
While you are there you will be
able to make use of many materials
such as audio and visual tapes,

meditation books, and the
equipment necessary to use tapes
you may bring for the purpose.
Prayer, meditation, instruction,
relating to one another in the spirit
– these are the blessings of a day of
reflection. A banquet for the soul
of the ministry in order to provide
rejuvenation for our work.

If you and your ministry want
to reserve the House of Prayer for a
Day of Reflection or a few hours of
prayer and meditation for your
ministry, or a meeting of your
Small Group Faith Sharing, please
call the Rectory, 724-0080. It will
be a time you will cherish as you
return to the hectic day-to-day
world.
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Liturgy 101 - The Liturgy of the Eucharist
Part II
future.
This
development,
reflecting the tradition of the
Now that the summer is over Church, enriches our expression of
and we have entered the Florida the Eucharistic mystery.
Fall season, its time to continue this
series on the Mass. Do you Nature: The Eucharistic prayer is a
remember back to the last July 4th statement of joyful praise and
fireworks display when the thanksgiving which summarizes
bursting of rockets with their what it means for us to celebrate the
trailing patterns of colors elicited Eucharist. Like the proclamation of
gasps of admiration from the the scriptures themselves, the
onlookers? I was standing on the prayer proclaims the past, the
Ortega River bridge next to four
present, and future saving actions
young brothers and sisters who
were wowing and saying, “Daddy, of God among us. It is a public
did you see that one?” “Mom, why prayer in which we, the Church,
are you covering your ears?” The praise and thank God for his
beauty of the event and the gifts–for his transforming and
appreciation of the people are all unifying power in our lives,
summed up in the “ahs” and other especially as made present in Christ
exclamations of wonder from those who abides among us.
witnessing the event. Something
Although it is the task of the
akin to this occurs during the ordained priest to lead this prayer
Eucharistic prayer which is the and to address God in the name of
center and high point of the entire Christ, we must not forget that he
Eucharistic celebration.
does so on our behalf. As the
wording of the prayer reminds us, it
Tradition: We can trace the origins is “we” who praise, it is “we” who
of the Eucharistic prayer back to a give thanks. It is everyone present
type of prayer, known as the who joins Christ in acknowledging
“berakah,” used by the Jewish the works of God and in offering
people. For example, the form of the sacrifice. This is why the
prayer used by Jesus over the cup at Church has incorporated for some
the Last Supper began by praising time various acclamations within
God for all creation, especially the the Eucharistic prayer. Through our
enthusiastic participation in these
creations of life. God was then
expressions of belief, we visibly
praised for His workings in human show that the Eucharistic prayer is
history. Finally there was a request a prayer of each and everyone of
that God’s creative and redemptive us.
action be continued and renewed.
The apostles, gathering for The Dynamic: The Eucharistic
table fellowship after Christ’s Prayer is essentially one prayer, not
resurrection and ascension, did so a series of short prayers strung
“in memory” of the Lord. The together like cars in a train. And yet
traditional Jewish forms over the
we can discover several elements
bread and wine were utilized.
or focal points which highlight the
Eventually the early Christians
began to use the relatively long themes permeating the text. These
prayer over the cup as the basis for are:
Thanksgiving: The Eucharistic
a prayer of praise and thanksgiving
Prayer begins with a statement of
over the bread and wine together.
praise and thanksgiving called the
It is from this prototype that the
preface, a word here meaning
Eucharistic prayer originated. A
“proclamation” or “speaking out”
more explicit coloring and
before God and the people. The
expansion developed to highlight
introductory dialogue not only sets
the community’s experience of
the mood for what is to follow but
Christ. Secondary elements were
also reminds us that the priest prays
added and elaborated at different
in the name of all as he recounts the
points in the general structure of
marvels of God’s love on our
the
prayer.
Eventually
behalf. He then recalls reasons for
improvisation of the text on the
giving praise to God on this day.
basis of the inherited model gave
The motive may be for the whole of
way to fixed forms which differed
creation and salvation, for a
according to geographic regions.
particular aspect of God’s work, or
Unlike the eastern liturgies, the
it might be related to the feast or
Roman Church for centuries knew
season being celebrated.
only one Eucharistic prayer, the
Acclamation: The preface
Roman Canon. Within the years
concludes with an acclamation
following the Second Vatican
sung by the people: the “Holy,
Council, however, we have seen the
Holy, Holy Lord” taken from
addition of other Eucharistic
Isaiah’s vision of the heavenly
prayers. Some make great use of
kingdom (6:2-3) and from
texts recaptured from our early
Matthew’s account of Palm Sunday
history, whereas others are newly
(21:9). The tone and tenor of the
composed. We can anticipate that
text almost push us to song as we
other forms of the Eucharistic
respond to the presider’s invitation
prayer will be approved in the
by Bernie Sans

to join all creation in acclaiming
the Lord.
Invocation: The technical term
here is “epiclesis,” from the Greek
word meaning a “calling upon” or a
“calling over here.” We pray that
the Holy Spirit will come in power
to sanctify and transform our gifts
and ourselves. In the new
Eucharistic prayers this request
usually appears twice: the first
asking that the Spirit bless,
sanctify, and transform the bread
and the wine; the second occurring
in the second half of the prayer,
requesting that we, who will share
the Eucharistic food, also be
transformed into the one body of
Christ. To sanctify and transform
both gifts and people is a role
proper to the Holy Spirit.
As the presider calls upon the
Spirit to change the bread and wine,
he extends his hands, palms down,
over the elements. This is an
ancient gesture, found in almost
every sacrament, requesting that
God’s power be with us. In both
word and gesture we pray: Come!
Narrative of the Institution:
The retelling in words of what
Christ did at the Last Supper is
called the institution narrative.
Based on the scriptural accounts of
the meal, the narrative repeats
Christ’s words which are a promise.
Through the power of the Spirit
they bring about what they signify,
namely his Eucharistic body and
blood, his real presence with all the
riches of the Kingdom. This
narrative is also called the
consecration, and yet we must also
remember
that
the
whole
Eucharistic prayer is transforming.
Immediately
after
the
institution narrative we give our
assent to “the mystery of faith,”
namely the mystery of Christ
dying, rising, present among us,
and yet to come in all his fullness.
Through acclamatory song we state
our belief in the Christ who has
come, who continues to come, and
who will come again.
Remembering: The presider
continues the focus of the memorial
acclamation with the “anamnesis,”

the Greek word for “memory.” This
is not the type of memory which
fondly but remotely looks back at
the past. Rather, it is akin to what
the Jewish people experience at
Passover. It is a liturgical
remembering
that
is
so
psychologically
intense
and
believing that the past is indeed
made present. The fullness of
Christ continues to be an ongoing
reality as we celebrate the
Eucharist.
Offering: In a statement of
offering the presider recalls that we
participate in Christ’s self-offering
to God. We offer ourselves as we
enter into union with the offering of
Christ. What is offered is our
sacrifice of praise which is
incorporated in the offering made
once and for all by Christ.
Intercession: A quick round of
intercessions follow: for the whole
Church, the pope, the diocesan
bishop, ourselves, the living and
the dead. Here we are united to
Christ who “forever lives to make
intercession” (Hebrews 7:25) for
the human family. We are reminded
that the Eucharist extends beyond
our parish, our diocese, our
country. It is celebrated in
communion with the whole Church
of heaven and earth.
Doxology: The prayer is
brought to an end with the final
doxology or statement of praise. As
the Eucharistic cup and bread are
raised on high in a gesture of
offering, the assembly, through the
priest, explicitly restates the whole
purpose of the Eucharistic Prayer,
namely to offer praise and honor to
the Father through Christ, and in
the Holy Spirit. We make this
statement our own by singing an
exuberant “Amen,” the most
important acclamation of the
Eucharistic Prayer. Through song
we affirm and give assent to what
has been proclaimed, to what has
been done.
In the Courier’s next issue,
we’ll take a look at our sharing of
the Eucharistic bread and wine in
the final part of the Liturgy of the
Eucharist: the Communion Rite.
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Christ the King -- Your
(In forthcoming issues, Phyllis
and Frank will talk about Christ
the King Parish in ten year periods.
There will be names here that most
of you may not recognize, but they
are the people who were
responsible for the start of Christ
the King.)
by Phyllis and Frank Bauman
To begin with we must tell you
how
we
became
original
parishioners. I was stationed at
Naval Air Station (N.A.S.)
Jacksonville as a result of being
called back into the Navy during
the Korean Conflict. I found an
apartment, and Phyllis came down
from New York City.
One Sunday, the Chaplain on
base told the men that the Knights
of Columbus were having a dance,
and they invited the men on the
base to join them. I told Phyllis
about the dance, and although we
knew we would not know anyone,
we would go because we loved to
dance. It was at the dance that we
met many misplaced Yankees who
had married Southern Belles. There
was Tom (who came from Phyllis’s
neighborhood in New York City)
and Martha McMenamy, Tom and
Elizabeth Kelly, and Al and Betty
Fortunato. There were many great
people sitting at the table that night,
and they took us under their wings.
We became good friends.
One Sunday, sitting in the
living room of our small apartment
reading the paper, I think it was
Phyllis who asked, “How would
you like to find a house and stay
down here?” I had thought about it
myself because I liked this small
city and the people were so
friendly. We told the “Gang” about
our decision and they were
delighted. They showed us
different areas of town, but mostly
on the Southside, and one Sunday
we found what we were looking for
in Glynlea. We bought the home
from floor plans, and every week
we would go and see what progress
was being made (by that time
Phyllis had bought a Hudson and
got her driving license). It was
finally completed in September
1950 and we moved in.
The only Catholic Church that
we knew about on the Southside
was the Assumption Church on
Gary Street, which we attended. At
that time, you could ride the bus
free if you were attending church
on Sunday. This was great, only we
had to walk 3/4 of a mile to catch
the bus.
After a short time, we were told
that the church was too small and
we had to build another one on
Beach Boulevard. We went on a
Building Drive and the new church
was built. We attended Mass in a
beautiful, air conditioned church.
But all came to an end when we
were told that a new parish was
being formed on Arlington Road,

and that this was to be our parish.
(At that time, Catholics were
required to attend the parish within
their community.)
This was the birth of Christ the
King. Our pastor was Father W.
Thomas Larkin. Our first Mass was
on October 3, 1954 in an old
wooden barracks on the campus of
Jacksonville University with 125
people in attendance. Not many
weeks later, we numbered too
many for this building and moved
into Swisher Gym. The Ladies of
the Guild would set up the altar on
wooden horses on the basketball
court and the parishioners would sit
in the stands.
When Father Larkin came to
Arlington in September of 1954 to
organize our new parish of Christ
the King, he was cordially invited
by Bishop Thomas J. McDonough,
Pastor of St. Paul’s Church at the
beach, to live with him until we
could find quarters for him in
Arlington.

From September 1954 to March
1955, Father Larkin lived at the
beach. On St. Patrick’s Day of
1955, he moved into the three
bedroom home on Mickler Road.
The carport was converted into an
office and the Rectory came into
existence.
The men were called upon to
take the census, and once we found
out how many Catholics there were
in the area, we went on a pledge
drive. This was in June of 1955 and
the campaign brought in pledges
amounting to $125,000. In the
same month of June, ground was
broken for the combination church
and school building.
A two story building was built.
The first floor was to be our church,
and the second floor was to have
six classrooms. The church had lots
of windows.
HAPPY DAYS! We got air
conditioning in the church from a
contribution by the Ladies of the
Guild.

After the completion of the first
phase, we started the second phase
for school expansion (another
building) and the building of a
convent for the St. Joseph’s Sisters
that were going to teach our
children. The drive was for
$150,000 and James Fogarty was
General Chairman.
In January 1955 we invited the
Sisters of St. Joseph to staff the
school we planned to open in
September. Three sisters came and
took up residence at St. Mary’s
convent on Ocean Street.
In September 1956, the sisters
moved to a rented house on
Colcord Avenue where they resided
until January 1958. At that time
another house was rented on
University Boulevard.
Finally, in January 1959, the
sisters moved into the convent that
we built for them, and by now the
number of nuns had increased to
eight.

November, 2000

Christ the King Catholic Church

Page 15

Parish The First Decade

In the very beginning we
started to organize:
Ushers Club was organized in
1956 with Bud Wrigley elected as
first Head Usher. After holding this
position for two years, he was
succeeded by Joe Doran, who in
turn was followed by Walt
Reinhart, Ray Walker and Roy
Baer.
Catholic Youth Organization
had a proud distinction–it was the
very first CYO in the entire State of
Florida to be affiliated with the
National Group. This milestone in
Catholic history was in the fall of
1958 when Harry Shimberg spearheaded a group which organized
our CYO and obtained a National
Charter.
Christ the King Ladies Guild
was started in 1954 with its first
president, Mrs. Clarence (Fran)
Woods. Their object was to develop
spiritual and social life among the
parishioners and to render financial
assistance to the Parish. Spiritually,
the ladies visited the sick and
elderly, visited nursing homes, took
patients to hospitals for treatment
or therapy. They gave clothes and
toys to children who otherwise
would have nothing new under the
tree at Christmas. Every first
Saturday, the Ladies joined in Mass
followed by the Rosary.
The Guild rendered assistance
to the Pastor whenever it was
needed (and it was always needed).
To accomplish this assistance, they
held bazaars, card parties, fashion
shows, variety shows, garage sales,
Queen for a Day, raffles, you name
if it could raise money, they held it.
This is a fine organization of
Christian women.
The Holy Name Society was
formed. The second Sunday of each
month was designated as Holy
Name Sunday, and the men
attended the 8:30 a.m. Mass as one
body. Quarterly Communion

breakfasts were held for all
churches, usually at Immaculate
Conception. Holy Name men were
the forefront of parish activities,
although no conditions of service
were imposed upon them. “At the
name of Jesus, every knee should
bend.”
Adult Choir has always been a
cherished adjunct to the 10 o’clock
Mass. Peter Brown, choirmaster,
and organist Mrs. Marguerite
Hodge, with an average of about 10
voices, made up our choir.
On Sunday June 10, 1961,
Father Larkin made an appeal from
the pulpit for volunteers to form a
Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine (CCD). The reason for
this appeal was that more than 300
parish children attended public
school, and needed a systematic
course of religion if they were to
retain the faith of their fathers.
A group of 10 men met with our
pastor, and it was decided that our
activities would be limited to four
categories: teachers, fishers,
helpers and discussion groups.
Because of the efforts of this
pioneer group, 250 elementary
school children on Saturday
morning, and more than 100 high
school students on Sunday evening,
attended classes.
The first banding together of
the Altar Society was in October
1957, at the call of Father Larkin.
There were nine ladies who made
sure that the altar was ready for
Sunday Mass and for other
occasions. The beautiful Christmas
and Easter displays were a tribute
to the artistry of the ladies.
The Home and School
Council was one of the first
organizations to be formed by
members of Christ the King for
their mutual benefit. The first
general meeting was on March 1,
1958. The basic purpose of the
organization was to promote the

spiritual welfare of the church and
bring a close relationship between
home and school. The first project
undertaken by the Council was
landscaping the school and the
church.
In December of 1956, the men
of the parish brought their tools and
energy and from all this, our Club
House was born. Some men were
experienced with hammer and saw,
but most were not. However, they
had a lot of Christ the King spirit,
and our Club House served us well
for all activities like scouts,
bazaars, Knights of Columbus
meetings and other group meetings
and personal celebrations that our
parishioners were to hold.
Our Lady of Lourdes Shrine
was born in the mind of Father
Larkin, who envisioned the Grotto
we view today. It all started with a
request by Father Larkin to the
Holy Name Society for a statue of
Our Lady. They raised the money,
bought the statue and then bought a
pedestal. Then lights were added.
However, the statue, the pedestal,
the lights and the setting did not
convey Our Lady of the Grotto in
Lourdes. Providence intervened
when Tom O’Brien, a new
parishioner from Orlando, would
bring the idea to realization. Tom
started on the project by building a
high retaining wall. Huge field
stones were trucked in, but proved
too heavy for the grotto wall. Then
another
parishioner
donated
suitable stones for the facing.
Meanwhile, Tom asked for dirt for
the back fill from the parking lot
that was being paved at the time.
Rufus Hardy, our church handy
man who was loved by our school
children, was invaluable, pitching
in to help Tom enlarge the patio in
front of the Grotto.
Tom finally had the shrine as
Father Larkin had envisioned it.

Knight of the Altar— any
parish top priority is given to those
who serve closest to the altar next
to the priest. The faithful altar boys
of Christ the King have given
valuable service.
Morning Star School Ground breaking occurred on
October 11, 1962. The school
began operations in 1958 at St. Paul
Parish in the Riverside section. The
school began as a program to
facilitate the Catholic education of
physically handicapped children.
Thrift Shop was located at
8825 Atlantic Boulevard and sold
articles for nominal sums or
otherwise
arranged
their
distribution where the need was
greatest. Ladies Guild members ran
the store.
Scouting - Christ the King Boy
Scout Troop 5 is not only one of the
oldest units in Florida scouting but
stands today as one of the largest
and most active in the North
Florida Council of Boy Scouts. The
parish is fortunate in the leadership
and enthusiasm which has given
our children a full program of
Scouting. Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts,
Eagles, Explorers, Cubs, Brownies
- the complete array.
Knights of Columbus Arlington Council #4727 of the
Knights of Columbus has been an
important feature of Catholic action
in Christ the King Parish since its
formal installation of January 25,
1959. The council is not a parish
organization as such but include in
membership many men of the
parish and we did provide a
“home” for meetings and functions.
Legion of Mary - in September
of 1962 Father Larkin brought the
Legion of Mary to our parish and
named the Praesidium “Our Lady
of Victory.” Active members
attended a weekly meeting and
performed a minimum of two hours
of apostolic works weekly.
St. Vincent de Paul - to aid the
poor of our parish the St. Vincent
de Paul was formed on January 9,
1961.
We have tried to put on paper
the trials and tribulations in the first
10 years of our parish. They were
great years. We all pulled together
to get things organized and running
well. Father Larkin was a great
spiritual leader and a wonderful
priest. Although he is now a bishop,
he will always be a father to us.
Last, but not least, during the
first 19 years of our existence we
paid to the diocese a total of
$231,000 for inter-parochial
projects of charity and education.
Because of our own building
program at that time, we had a debt
of $350,000. The principle and
interest amounted to about $35,000
each year, and we had only just
begun.
As Father Larkin said of the
parish, “What we lacked in money,
we made up for in enthusiasm.”
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I Love You - Stinky - Potty!!
by Seminarian Dung Bùi
Looking straight into my eyes,
a first grader gave me a hug and
said, “You stink!” I’ll tell you later
in detail about that incident while at
Christ the King. My name is Dung
Bùi (sounds like Young Bouy),
Vietnamese male, 5’8”, 145 lbs,
single and ... still available (at least
for another year!) I love tennis,
soccer, sake, and siestas. I am a
seminarian of the Diocese of St.
Augustine. I have been at Christ the
King parish since September, 1999,
for my pastoral training; I will
begin my fourth year of theology in
August and, hopefully, will be
ordained to the diaconate next
summer.
Many
wonderful
things
happened to me during my year at
Christ the King, but I’d like to
share with you two things which
made an impact upon my spiritual
and ministry life. First is the
experience in the parish school and
second is the daily Eucharistic
Adoration.
When I moved into the rectory
in September, I tried to avoid being
involved in the school for many
reasons. Then came the day when I
had no other option but to face my
fear. It was January, 2000 when my
job as Father Tom McCarthy’s
designated driver was terminated my car had no AC, no Irish music
or Irish coffee, but mainly because
of my second conviction of P.U.I.
(Praying-Under-Influences)! After
many prayers and discussions with
my Spiritual Director, I dragged
myself to the school office. I asked
to see the principal, and asked if I
could work in the classrooms. I
came back the following week and
she gave me the list of classes I was
allowed to be in along with the
teachers names. The first two
weeks I was very nervous and
sweated all the time when I was in
the classroom with the children (I
was either in Pre-K or eighth
grade.) I gradually became more at
ease and comfortable with them.
They did not laugh or make fun of
me. They were always respectful
and very friendly.
One day, in Patricia’s class, a
child came to me and asked, “Can I
go potty?” I said, “What?” He
repeated what he said, but I still
didn’t get what he wanted. I asked,
“What’s potty?” I tried to buy some
time to use my philosophical and
theological vocabulary in my brain
to figure out the word “potty.” I felt
embarrassed. The child patiently
repeated, “Can I go potty?” At this
point, I wanted to hide my face
under the table. But an angel came
to my rescue (Thank you, Lord!)
Another child sitting next to me
said, “He wants to go to the
bathroom. Can I go with him?”
Phew! I breathed out a sigh of
relief and said, “Sure, go with
him.” If I asked one more “What?”
the child might have wet his pants
right there in the classroom. I
thought in my head, “Why didn’t
he use restroom, bathroom, toilet or
... pee-pee? Words that I’m familiar
with.” But it’s not his fault ... If I
want to be with the children and
teach them, I need to understand
their language.” I told myself that I

L-R: Dung Bui, his brothers
Cuong and Hung, and cousin
Lien at his First Communion at
a boarding school in 1968
needed to remember and insert the
word “potty” somewhere in my
memory so the next time I’d know
what to do.
I am amazed at the patience the
children at the school have toward
me. I thank God for that gift, the
gift that I need to learn from them.
As Jesus says, “You need to
become a child to go to heaven.”
It’s child-like to learn to depend
completely on God, like a child
completely depends on his parents.
To be patient with oneself and with
others like the Father patiently
waits for his son to come back, no
matter how hurtful the son is to
Him. It’s to be innocent like a dove.
“Yes” means yes and “No” means
no; it’s straightforward to let others
know our own feelings.
Speaking
about
“straightforward,” I’ll tell you
about the “stinky” incident that I
mentioned in the beginning.
On a Friday, after the children’s
Mass, I stayed back to say “Hi” to
the children. I came across Donna’s
first grade class, one of my two
favorite classes. Many kids ran up
to me and each gave me a hug. One
kid came back after the first hug
and hugged me again; this time it
was a bit longer than the first. After
the hug, she looked straight into my
eyes and said, “You stink!” Luckily
I knew what the word “stink”
meant, so I didn’t have to ask her
three times (like Jesus asked Peter)
“What is stink?” I admit that
morning I applied some Flexall on
my forearm, because of the tennis
game with Father Thanh the day
before.
I will miss the children when I
go back to the seminary. I’ve
learned a lot from them, and
through them I experienced God’s
love and reality at a deeper level.
Being and inter-acting with them
helps me to see that our world is
full of God’s love and goodness
despite tragic events that may
happen. As long as I have faith in
God and learn to depend on God,
God will do wonders in my life.
The experience with the school
children has benefited me and will
undoubtedly benefit my ministry in
the future.
Another impact on my life at
Christ the King is its daily
Eucharistic Adoration. The parish
is blessed with a small and cozy
chapel in which the Blessed

Dung Bui during a pastoral visit in 1998 with child from Haiti
Sacrament is present throughout
the day. What a day, when I can
start with 10 or 15 minutes in the
chapel! During the day, I stop by,
sit down for a few minutes, and say,
“Hi Jesus. It’s Dung.”
Like yours, my life and my
work also have ups and downs,
merits and frustrated moments,
accomplishments
and
disappointments. Being with the
Blessed Sacrament helps me to
cool down, clear my mind, and see
things in God’s perspective. Too
often when I was in the chapel, I
asked many questions like, “Is it
my fault or theirs? Why is this
happening to me? What do You
want me to learn from that
experience?” And so on. I felt like
God told me, “Dung, you ask so
many questions, you confuse Me!
Just sit still and be here with Me. I
love you.”
I walk out of the chapel and feel
that “Everything will be okay.” I
know that I always have Someone
to talk to. Someone with whom I
can open myself up to without any
fear of ridicule or rejection.
Someone I can trust and with
whom I can share.
When I got frustrated because I
couldn’t control the kids in the
classrooms, I came to Him. When I
was disappointed because things

didn’t go the way I planned, I came
to Him. When I felt so tired after a
hard day or not knowing why, I
came to Him. When I was happy
and elated because I felt that I
accomplished something (I am the
man!!) I came to Him.
Without a close relationship
with Jesus, I know that my ministry
and vocation are built on sand.
That’s why I appreciate my time
here with the people at Christ the
King; and I thank God for this gift,
the gift that I receive through the
children and through the people
I’ve worked with. The gift that
enriches my spiritual and ministry
life.
By trying to live like Mother
Teresa of Calcutta, who once said,
“God doesn’t ask us to do great
things, but He calls on us to do little
things with great love,” I’ve
received many rewards during my
year here at Christ the King. On the
school grounds, a child in Ellen’s
class ran to me, gave me a big hug
and said, “I love You.” I was a total
stranger to her not long ago!

Dung Bui with kingergarten
graduate, Autumn, on May 26

Dung Bui at Christ the King on
Christmas Day with Sister Annie
and Jean “Foxie” Sell
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The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi

Blessing of the Animals
by Mickey Kenny

for His gifts of life both to us and
for us. By bringing our pets for the
Father McDermott told us it blessing, we remind ourselves of
would be an especially interesting the gift of life we all enjoy and
event because it was the first Friday share.
the 13th of the millennium, it was a
Memorial to St. Francis
full moon, and there were five
by Mabel Simpson
black cats waiting to be blessed.
Here at Christ the King School
we have the blessing of the animals I cannot build a tower,
on (or nearly on) the feast of St. Nor hang a bell to chime,
Francis. The students chose to give But I can feed the birds for you
a statue of this well loved saint to In the cold winter time.
the church. You can see it just to the
right as you enter the sanctuary in Accept then, Brother Francis,
the Church.
The fragrant feast I spread,
St. Francis reminds all of us And may bright feathers
that life is sacred. As Catholics we brush your feet
are to enjoy the world of God’s And warm your haloed head.
creation. We praise and thank Him

Animals, animals and
more animals were blessed
by Kathy Nichols

For once, the weather
cooperated for the annual Blessing
of the Animals at Christ the King.
On October 13, after the children’s
Mass, Father McDermott led the
way outside to the grassy area
under the new mosaic, said the
blessing, and Holy Water was

sprinkled on the “participating”
animals.
Children brought their dogs,
cats, hamsters, turtles, etc., all of
which survived, even amidst their
growling, hissing, glaring, and
staring! One lady even brought her
20-year-old cat for the blessing. Of
course, Poppy was confined to a
carrier for protection, as was the
case with most cats. St. Francis
would be proud!
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One Faith, Many Cultures

Tet Celebration of February 1999 in the Vietnamese Community
by Ron Lynch
On Sunday, October 15th of
this year, our parish church was the
site of the sacrament of
Confirmation for a group of young
people. Did you miss it? Almost all
of us did
because it was
administered by Bishop Snyder on
October 15, to eleven young
Vietnamese who had completed
their CCD classes and were ready
to be confirmed.
Many of the parishioners at
Christ the King know of the
Vietnamese Mass celebrated every
Sunday at 2 p.m. in our church.
Most of us are unaware of the size
of the Vietnamese community. Or
how many of them attend Mass at
Christ the King with Father Thanh
as the celebrant.
Actually,
Bishop
Snyder
assigned Father Thanh here 4 ½
years ago with an eye toward
Jacksonville’s growing Vietnamese
community and their spiritual
needs. When Father Thanh arrived
here, about 150 people attended the
Vietnamese Mass. Now there are
approximately 300 in attendance
every
Sunday. About
150
Vietnamese families are registered
in our parish.
In our region, the service at
Christ the King is the only regular
Mass said in Vietnamese. There is a
Vietnamese associate pastor, Father
Dai Viet Mai at St. Paul’s at the
beach. He and Father Thanh are
the only priests with that cultural
heritage in Jacksonville. Before
Father Thanh arrived at Christ the

King, we had another Vietnamese
associate pastor, Father Paul Van
Tram. He paved the way for Father
Thanh to expand the ministry to the
Vietnamese in our community.
Father
Thanh
performs
baptisms and marriages for his
Vietnamese spiritual family. When
he performs baptisms at Christ the
King, he requires that the family
register with our parish.
The faith of our Vietnamese
brothers and sisters is the same as
ours, but they bring a certain
reverence to their Mass. An
excellent pianist and two guitarists
accompany their own choir’s
beautiful voices. They revere all
our traditional saints, but bring
some from their own culture, too.
Missionaries
brought
Catholicism to Vietnam in the
sixteenth century. The rulers of
that time were worshiped as deities
and jealous of this God the Father
and Christ the Son. The converts
and their families were persecuted
by the royalty and their minions.
On June 19, 1988, His Holiness
Pope John Paul II canonized 117
Vietnamese martyrs who lost their
lives hundreds of years ago because
of their belief in Christ.
Their feast day is celebrated on
November 24th and is on our
liturgical calendar. An artist’s
drawing of them is located in the
gathering area of our church. The
first martyr, Andre Phu Yen, has
been beatified and awaits
canonization. Our Lady, Mary,
appeared in the night to many of the
praying faithful in La Vang,
Vietnam, north of Hue, and
consoled them during their

persecution by royal officials. The
200th
anniversary
of
the
appearance of Our Lady of La Vang
was celebrated in 1998.
Every year in May and October,
they conduct a Marian procession
from our Grotto to the church
through the parking lot. Many
participants wear yellow for this
and other ceremonies, such as girls’
dresses at First Communion,
because it is known as a color worn
only by royalty in Vietnam. White
is worn during times of mourning,
not as a sign of purity as in Western
culture.
As they become
westernized,
however,
this
perception is changing.
Lay ministries have yet to catch
on with much success in the
religious Vietnamese community
for a variety of reasons. They come
from all around the Jacksonville
metropolitan
area
and
transportation to ministry meetings
is a problem. Father Thanh has
promoted the youth ministry
heavily and has not been successful
yet in establishing one for the
Vietnamese youth.
They are harder to evangelize
because of language and cultural
barriers. A ministry for the
Vietnamese elders is very
successful. They meet with Father
Thanh monthly at one of their

homes, usually on the Westside, for
prayer, confession, and fellowship.
Their CCD classes meet every
Sunday during the school year at
12:30 p.m. at Christ the King. They
have ten catechists and sixty
children studying. The largest
problem the CCD classes have is a
lack of books, lesson plans, and
videos translated into Vietnamese.
Catechists spend much of their time
performing translations.
Father Thanh would like all of
us at Christ the King to know how
much he and his Vietnamese
congregation
appreciate
the
hospitality shown to them here. He
has served in parishes smaller and
larger than Christ the King and
believes it is our cohesiveness that
helps make our ministries and
parish so successful. Generations of
the same families have gone to
Mass and school here and Father
Thanh thinks this is important to
our success.
In his opinion, we have been
blessed by strong pastoral
leadership that has aided our
growth as a parish. We should be
thankful we have welcomed and
supported the cultural diversity that
blesses us daily with the
Vietnamese people who have
Christ the King parish as their
spiritual home.

It begins with one ...

Dan O’Connor

Dan and Jean O’Connor
by Eileen Porter
Disabled Jacksonville citizens
now have a better chance of
arriving on time for their jobs,
school, and medical appointments
thanks to the efforts of Dan
O’Connor.
Dan was recently
honored when he was named
“Statewide Volunteer Of The Year”
by the Florida Commission for the
Transportation Disadvantaged.
This award is a result of his
work in improving the quality of
life for the disabled. Prior to Dan’s
pressure on the JTA disabled
persons were required to make
requests for transportation two
weeks in advance rather than the 24
hours stated in the American
Disabilities Act.

Dan, who has been legally
blind for more than ten years, is a
member of Christ The King Parish
and is a counselor at the Center for
Independent Living. He moved to
Jacksonville in 1991 after
graduation from St. Ambrose
University in Iowa. While Dan has
been an advocate for the disabled,
he also encourages them to do as
much as possible to be as
independent as their disabilities
will allow.
Dan explains that, while there
has been significant improvement
in transportation services to the
disabled, there is still much to be
done so disabled citizens will have
access to more personal and
community activities.
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Serving God and Country
An Interview with
Monsignor Joseph R. Lamonde
CTKC: Tell us about your early on to his children. When I entered
the seminary, it was an antithesis of
life and education.
everything for which he had
Monsignor: I was born June 22, worked.
I tell you this story because at
l948, the last of nine children. Both
my first Holy Mass, my parents
Mother and Father were Italian brought the Gifts to the Altar. When
immigrants and married 48 years my father reached the foot of the
before my Father died. After Sanctuary, he collapsed in tears. It
marrying my mom, my father came was the best blessing he could
to America, barely speaking a word bestow upon me ~ to see a catharsis
of English. He found a job, saved in his life ~ and his joy through his
enough money to rent a home and tears. His son was now a priest. He
return to Italy a year later. He died four months later..in peace.
brought my mom back to America CTKC: What attracted you to the
with him and they began their military?
family.
Upon her arrival she too could
not speak a word of English. I’m Monsignor: My first assignment in
amazed when I think back: my the diocese was St. Coleman’s in
parents lived through World War I, Turtle Creek, PA. I was there for
arrived in their new country of about two and a half years and then
choice, were Naturalized and then transferred to a suburban parish. St
endured World War II, the Great Coleman’s was a highly ethnic
Depression, the Korean Conflict, parish - mostly eastern European
the Viet Nam Conflict, they went and Irish. St. Albert the Great, on
through all of that, raising nine the other hand, was a very mixed
children to boot. Where do such
ethnic environment. I remained
people come from!?
I was educated in Pittsburgh. I there for about two years, entering
first attended Cathedral Catholic the military in late 1978.
The Diocese of Pittsburgh has a
grade school taught by the Sisters
of Mercy; then Central District policy of sending a certain
percentage of priests to serve
Catholic High School, taught by the outside the diocese, including the
Christian Brothers of St. John military. Our bishops believe that
Baptist, de Lasalle.
their priests are their treasure and
My college years were spent at therefore they have a moral
St. Francis College in Loretto, obligation to share that treasure
Pennsylvania, earning a BA in with the Church Universal. That
Philosophy. Upon graduation, I having been said, one of our priests
attended St. Francis Seminary, was returning to the diocese after
where Father Michael Scanlon, doing his military tour of duty.
Upon his return, a bishop for
recent
past
President
of
Steubenville University, was my the military was on a recruiting
Rector. I earned a Masters of sweep through the states. About 15
Divinity in Sacred Theology from or 20 Pittsburgh priests listened to
his recruiting pitch. I thought
the Seminary.
I went back to Postgraduate nothing of it. You must remember,
School, after receiving my this was early 1978. I had shoulder
commission, attending Duquesne length hair, parted down the center
University, Pittsburgh, PA where I and a full beard - which I’d had for
earned a Master of Arts in ten years. After all, I had been a
Foundational Human Formation. teen age kid of the sixties!
About a month or so after the
All in all, 22 years of Catholic
education. I was ordained a priest recruitment pitch, Bishop Leonard,
who was the then Ordinary of
May 4, l974.
While my mother was elated Pittsburgh, saw me at a
that I was called to priesthood, my Confirmation and said, “Joe, I saw
father was not in favor of my your name was on that list when the
entering the Seminary. He often Bishop came to recruit for the
told me I would have to give military.” “Yes, I listened to him” I
everything up and would have said. And he said, “Well, what do
nothing. I was disappointed in his you think about it?” I told him,
perspective until I later reflected “Not for Me! - not me” and he said
upon the values of immigrants who “No? You know, I think you ought
left their land of birth, coming to to think about it because I think it is
these shores. They came here for you; I think you’d flourish.” I
believing that the “streets were agreed to think about it.
He saw me a second time and
lined with gold.”
In their effort to escape poverty asked again. I said, “ I don’t know,
in their homelands, they came to but obviously you think I’d do
this country, a land of opportunity, well.” “I do” was the reply. “OK,
where they could work hard and I’ll say Yes, but only if you let me
make a new and more prosperous stay for one tour of duty.” He said,
life for themselves. My parents did “Great. You serve the three year
just that and, of course, my father tour of duty, and then you come
wanted that prosperity to be passed back home to the diocese.”

So I went to basic school and
was assigned to the Marine Corps,
in Iwakuni, Japan, August, 1978.
The rest is history. I’m now in my
23rd year - a full 20 years beyond
my initial three year tour of duty!
CTKC: What precipitated your
association with Christ the King
Church?
Monsignor: In the Sea Services
Chaplaincy we serve the Coast
Guard, the Merchant Marines, the
Navy, and the United State Marine
Corps. While I’ve spent the
preponderance of my career with
the Marine Corps, I have had
several Navy tours, two of which
were
outstanding:
NAS
Jacksonville, and the Saratoga
(during the Gulf War).
It was during the Saratoga tour
where I first came in contact with
Christ the King parish. In late 1988
I had returned to Jax from a tour of
duty called UNITAS. The purpose
of UNITAS is the defense of the
western
hemisphere
from
Communism. Our naval forces
circumnavigate the entire South
American continent and participate
in interoperability exercises with
all the seafaring nations of South
America.
Upon my return, I was
transferred from NAS Jacksonville
and was assigned to the Saratoga. I
met Father Joe Whitehead and we
became great pals - played ball
together and such. Through him I
met Monsignor Mort Danaher and
we hit it off as well. Monsignor
invited me to reside at the parish
when the SARA was in port. Now,
thanks to the permission of Bishop
Snyder and the great hospitality of
Father Bob McDermott, I continue
to reside at the parish during my
current duty at Kings Bay.
In
between
these
two
assignments, a wonderful group of
folks from Christ the King came to
Washington, DC to share the
double joy of my 25th Jubilee and
installation as Prelate of Honor. So
my association with this parish has
been - and continues to be - one of
great satisfaction and abundant
blessings for me.
CTKC: What are some highlights
you’ve experienced along the way?
Monsignor:
The
USS
SARATOGA (CV 60) was, without
question, my most rewarding Navy
tour. Never have I sensed a greater
purpose for my priesthood than in
the midst of the personal crises in
the lives of the Sailors and Marines
who faced the possibility of death
at any moment during the Gulf War.
To paraphrase the Holy Father;
“Where there is the priest, there is
the Church.” To have witnessed the
quality of faith in our young men

Rita Walsh and Monsignor
Lamonde

(at the time we didn’t have women
on the ships) was a humbling
experience - I couldn’t believe it. It
was a powerful thing to behold!
Presently I am assigned to
Kings Bay. It is my first
opportunity to serve with the
submarine community and they are
refreshingly unique in the best
sense of the word. It’s a highly
skilled,
highly
educated
community - very talented, very
knowledgeable and on the cutting
edge. It’s refreshing to be with
them. Intellectually astute, they ask
wonderful questions.
I’ve only been with them a
short period of time, but I can see
that being with them is going to be
an absolute joy. I’m looking
forward to this tour - although I do
miss the Marines!
Finally, without question, the
culmination of my military career
as a chaplain, was the privilege and
honor to serve as the “Thirteenth
Chaplain of the Marine Corps.”
CTKC: And where were you when
this took place?
Monsignor: I was assigned as the
MARFORPAC
Chaplain,
Honolulu, HI. The Commander of
the
Marine
Corps
Pacific
(MARFORPAC)
has
the
responsibility for over 100 million
square miles of the earth. This is
called his AOR, ( Area of
Responsibility). Two-thirds of the
Marine Corps are assigned to him
and my responsibility at that time
was oversight for the religious
development and spiritual welfare
of those Marines, Sailors and their
families. The MARFORPAC
Commander at that time was
General Charles C. Krulak, who
was later selected as the 31st
Commandant of the Marine Corps.
Upon his assumption of duties
as a member of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, he appointed me as the 13th
Chaplain of the United States
Marine
Corps
and
my
responsibility was now global,
leading a team of over 280
chaplains and 400 enlisted Marines
and sailors. What a privilege to
serve such a dedicated and selfless
team of men and women!
CTKC: The favorable result of the
recent Admiral inspection you had
at Kings Bay is a feather in your
cap, is it not?
Continued On Page 44
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Adoration
of the Blessed Sacraments

November, 2000

The Christian Life and
Witness Course
Billy Graham Crusade

by Ann Semper
by Kathy Purtle
In a statement to the
International Eucharistic Congress,
Pope John Paul II has declared that
the regular practice of Eucharistic
Adoration “fills our hearts with
new attitudes of humility,
generosity and openness to
purifying grace...”.
Mother Teresa believed, “What
we need is for every Parish to come
before Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament in Holy Hours of
Prayer.”
At Christ the King, we are
blessed with that opportunity to
come before Our Lord and to share
a part of our lives with Him,
humbly,
quietly,
reverently,
Monday through Friday, from 9
a.m. until 5:20 p.m. in the Sacred
Heart Chapel.
We would like to have at least
two people in the Chapel every
hour. We presently have the time

covered
by
our
“regular”
volunteers, many of whom have
been faithful to this ministry for
many years. It is through the
efforts of these dedicated people
that we are able to keep the Chapel
open for all. I thank God for their
efforts!
We are always in need of
people who are willing to stop by
the Chapel, even for a few minutes,
and for others who would be
willing to be substitutes for the
“Regulars,” to cover for sickness,
appointments or emergencies. If
you can help, please call Kathy
Purtle at 725-9030.
Drop-ins are always welcome!
Please sign the book outside the
Chapel doors. Signing the book
does not obligate you to continue
coming, and no one will call you.
Signing in will simply help me to
see if there are times when more
help is needed. Thank you and God
Bless You!

Honoring Our Blessed Mother

submitted by Phyllis Bauman
We honor our Blessed Mother
in many ways, but one of the most
popular ways is the deep devotion
and attention we Catholics give by
praying the Rosary. Back in 1969,
when I was serving Christ the King
Guild, which is now called Christ
the King Council of Catholic
Women (CKCCW), I was told of
the Christmas Rosary.
Sixty women and the pastor
would form a circle. We started in
the church down the aisle.
Everyone was given an unlit
candle. The pastor would start the
Rosary with the Apostle’s Creed
and the group would finish it. Then
each woman would light her candle

and start with the first bead of the
first decade. Her candle and all the
other candles would be lit as each
one said her bead, until the church
was aglow from darkness to the
beautiful glow of lighted candles.
This was done close to Christmas.
Today, after all the passing
years, this tradition still goes on in
the CKCCW. I know that the
Blessed Mother is pleased. When I
asked Ann Olinto to take charge of
this, she willingly accepted, as she
has always been such a great
support to our church. She made
lovely saucers to place at the
bottom of the candles so they
would not drip onto loving hands.
Some traditions live on, and I am
so glad that this one still remains.

The Billy Graham Crusade
provided a free “Christian Life and
Witness Course” to anyone in
Jacksonville and surrounding areas
who felt led to attend. These
courses were held weekly at 20
churches throughout Jacksonville.
The Crusade was looking for
individuals in the Christian
community interested in taking this
course who might consider
volunteering as a counselor, or in
other volunteer capacities on
crusade nights. By no means were
individuals committed to being a
counselor, but if they decided to
counsel, the course prepared them
to do so. The Crusade nights were
November 2 through 5 at The Alltel
Stadium.
Each Wednesday evening, I
anxiously attended the Course at
Prince of Peace Catholic Church.
After each class, I looked forward
to the next one. I shared this
evening with many other Catholics,
including fellow parishioners from
Christ the King. Each night the one
and a half-hour course went by so
fast, it was over before you knew it.
In the Nicene Creed that we say
during Mass, we recite, “we
believe in one holy, catholic and
apostolic church.” As Catholic
Christians, we strive to be holy, but
are we an apostolic people? St.
Paul
teaches
us
about
evangelization in the Bible, but are
we doing this today?

I grew up in a very Catholic
environment. I was fortunate to
attend Catholic grade and high
school, so my environment was
limited mostly to other Catholics.
Lessons taught were never those of
evangelization, but of Church
doctrine and Bible study. Several
years ago, I participated in a
Cursillo weekend that taught me
about
evangelizing
my
environments. What a revelation!
I wanted to attend this course
for several reasons. I was really
interested to hear the approach of
the Billy Graham Crusade. I was
interested in the “Protestant” view
of evangelization. But most of all, I
wanted to learn more about
evangelization. As I mentioned, my
Catholic education was based on
Church doctrine and the Bible.
Without this good foundation of
my Catholic faith, I don’t believe
that I would have been as likely to
attend this course.
The course was based on
“salvation” which is the gift of
eternal life that God offers freely to
all of us who believe in Him and
accept Him as our Savior. The
approach was Bible-based, full of
many quotes regarding forgiveness,
repentance,
acceptance
and
surrender. None of these are new to
us as Catholics, although we have
never been encouraged to
memorize these Bible passages.
I am thankful for the
opportunity to learn and to share
with other denominations in our
community the “good news” of
Jesus Christ.

Catechetical Sunday
by Lucille Guzzone
On Sunday, September 17,
teachers from Christ the King
School and the CCD program
gathered at the 8:30 a.m. Mass to
be inducted as catechists. As Janet
Morton and Lucille Guzzone called
out the names of their respective
faculties, Sub deacon Eli Shami
handed each of them a certificate
acknowledging their commitment
to the religious training of the
youngsters in their care.

Father Robert McDermott
presided at the Mass, which was
dedicated to instructors. Father’s
sermon emphasized the important
role of the catechist who imparts
the love of the Faith and strength of
spirit in the children. He
encouraged them to offer to their
classes the gift of Jesus, as did the
apostles Peter and Paul in the
readings of the Mass. At the close
of
the
presentation,
the
congregation expressed best wishes
to the teachers in the form of
applause.
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One hymn recalls joyful angel
choirs proclaiming the holy birth.
Although our choir would
never seek to be compared to a
choir of angels, they nonetheless
can draw a comparison between
themselves and the little drummer
boy – they are giving of their
talents in the hopes that the true
Christmas Story will be heard and
hummed.
The lyrics of
a
particularly popular carol set forth
that Mary, a young Jewish girl, said
“Yes” when an angel asked her to
become the mother of God.
Through song and verse, the choir
recalls that the day on which Mary
actually gave birth was an ordinary
day, in an ordinary town –
everything ordinary – until you
consider the child.

by Harriet Ellen Hughes
Christmas is normally a very
hectic time of year with shoppers
bustling around the malls searching
for a myriad of gifts for family
members, friends, neighbors and
the like. Christmas carols are being
piped through stores reminding one
and all of the jolly fat man in the
red suit who will be coming down
chimneys on Christmas morning
bearing toys for all good little boys
and girls. The tunes seek to remind
us of sleigh rides in the snow although I know not many folks in
Florida can identify with that.
However, hopefully everyone can
identify with the Christmas Story.
In the days before Christmas,
the choir director and choir
members, like most others, are
rushed with the normal activities of
the Christmas holidays but are also
off to regular choir rehearsals and
extra choir rehearsals which are
both long and hard and one
wonders if any good sounds will
ever come from such endeavors.

Choir members, you see, are
charged with providing music for
the Christmas Midnight Mass and
the director with seeing that the
music is not only uplifting, but
inspiring and that it all sounds
pleasing to the ear. Music for such
a special occasion demands group
effort and must be carefully chosen.
One often raises the question,
“Why are we doing this?”
Christmas is the birthday of a
King, ‘tis true, but it has to be more
than that. Through the old faithful
carols that we have heard for years,
we are reminded of the silent night,
holy night long, long ago. We are
told of the three kings who came
bearing gifts for the tiny infant born
in a cave because there was no
room for Him in the inn. We hear a
jaunty tune telling of a small
drummer boy who came upon the
scene and had no gifts to offer
befitting such a special little person
so he decided to play on his drums,
thus giving a gift far greater than
anything that could have been
purchased – he gave of his talent.

We all know the Christmas
Story and, like most stories we
have heard for ages, we think we
know how it ends. Many, however,
seem to forget the true ending of
the Christmas Story.
As Midnight Mass begins, we
are reminded that this wee baby
born so long ago at midnight in
Bethlehem in the piercing cold
gave His life that others might live.
When the choir sings of “there
being no room in the inn,” their
hope is that everyone will make
room for Him in their hearts
because Christmas is not a day or a
season but a spirit of joy that lives
on forever. And oh, how the angels
will sing!

The Cross

Anonymous
The young man was at the end
of his rope. Seeing no way out, he
dropped to his knees in prayer.
“Lord, I can’t go on,” he said. “I
have too heavy a cross to bear.”
The Lord replied, “My son, if
you can’t bear its weight, just place
your cross inside this room. Then
open that other door and pick out
any cross you wish.”
The man was filled with relief.
“Thank you, Lord,” he sighed, and
he did as he was told. Upon

entering the other door, he saw
many crosses, some so large the
tops were not visible. Then he
spotted a tiny cross leaning against
a far wall. “I’d like that one, Lord,”
he whispered.
And the Lord replied, “My son,
that is the cross you just brought
in.”
When life’s problems seem
overwhelming, it helps to look
around and see what other people
are coping with. You may consider
yourself far more fortunate than
you imagined.

The Things I Learned
by Pat Setser
The things I learned while
decorating and painting the Bride’s
Room/Bathroom at church last
summer:
*Cleanliness was not next to
godliness, even though the
sanctuary and the rooms were close
in proximity.
*The planning took almost as
long as the actual work, but was not
as strenuous.
*A few good men assisted the
Council of Catholic Women to
make this project happen.
*Women are definitely startled
when they encounter a man in the
restroom area.
*The air conditioning switch
for these two rooms is located in
the Sacristy and we were overjoyed
when Bernie Sans or Sister Therese
turned it on.
*Three women can agree on a
purchase in record time. The love

seat shopping venture lasted less
than 30 minutes.
*My husband said it seemed
that more time was spent shopping
for furnishings for the Bride’s
Room than we spent for our entire
house.
*The closet was a mini
hardware store–we found tools,
pieces of a vacuum, sections of
wood, a daily calendar, a registry
book for visiting clergy from the
1960s...and most needed a good
throwing away.
*Cleanliness was not next to
godliness.
*The walls and ceiling
absorbed much paint, sometimes
requiring double the amount
originally purchased.
*The religious store and the
grounds
keeping/beautification
require many volunteer hours on
Saturdays.
*The church is also cleaned on
Saturdays.

*I learned who has the keys to
the church.
*You can learn a lot about
people when you work with them.
It can be a good way to bond!
*It is strange to be scrubbing
the floors while a funeral is
occurring—you find yourself
humming “On Eagles Wings”
while crawling around on the floor.
*A paint can key opener makes
a great paint scraper in tight places.
*We became experts on grout
cleaners—found many work pretty
well as long as elbow grease is the
main ingredient.
*Lowe’s has the best supply of
lighting fixtures.
*Pull down changing tables are
quite expensive and requesting a
donation of a used one saved a lot
of money.
*Electricians and plumbers are
not equal. Electricians want nearly
$500 to run a wire and install a new
light switch—we didn’t do that! A

plumber, George Crisp, tore out the
old vanity and sink, and replaced
them with a new vanity and sink,
installed new light fixtures and
worked all night to complete the
job in time for a wedding the next
day—he charged nothing for labor.
God bless you!
*St. Vincent de Paul at
Assumption will pick up used
furniture and come on time.
*Planning does not necessarily
work—furniture arrived on time,
carpeting did not.
*Finally, after seven weeks of
weekend work–Cleanliness is next
to godliness!
*A
few
good
people
accomplished so much. Thanks to
Mary Yarborough, Eileen Smith,
Ann Danese, Patrice Pruitt, Bill
Damato, Brice Ogden, and George
Crisp. A special thank you to my
husband Jim for his patience, his
help, his patience, his expertise, his
patience . . .
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Knights Breakfast

at Resurrection Parish Hall,
marking the start of the new school
On Aug. 27, the Knights of year. The occasion was also a
Columbus, Arlington Council Corporate Communion for the
#4727 sponsored a family breakfast Knights and their families.

November, 2000

Knights Awards Night
Dinner/Dance

by Staff Writer

Parish Nursing is Recognized
and Christ the King’s own
Lou de Guzman completes
Phase II of the Program

L-R: Carol Coseo, award winner;
Pat Bianco, Grand Knight; George
Coseo, award winner
team), baked potatoes, with
by Staff Writer
covered dish veggies and desserts
provided by the Ladies.
Grand Knight Bianco presented
The Knights Of Columbus,
Arlington Council #4727, held many Knight of the Month and
their annual Awards Night Family of the Month certificates,
dinner/dance Sept. 30, at Christ the and climaxed with the Knight of
King, in the Parish Hall. The menu the Year Award to Tom Guggisberg,
was steak (cooked to perfection by and Family of the Year Award to
members of the Council’s softball George and Carol Coseo.
Tom Guggisberg accepts
Knight of the Year Award

Knights of Columbus
News

L to R: Margaret Campbell, Lou deGuzman, Betty Crowell,
Felishia Iwenjiora & Barbara Hanuscin
submitted by Barbara Hanuscin,
LPN, NMCC
The Parish Nurse Ministry is
proud to recognize Lou de
Guzman, RN, as the first of our
nurses to complete the second
phase of the curriculum of our
program.
The Parish Nurse Program goes
back to the early Christian concept
of the Church as the community.
Even today, people continue to
remain affiliated with their church
from birth to death, more so than
any other group. The program
supports holistic health promotion
to
parishioners,
access
to
appropriate
resources
and
witnesses to the healing ministry of
Christ. As a bridge between parish
and health care facility, the Parish
Nurse Program promotes shared
responsibility for health and wellbeing.
The Parish Nurse Program,
started
by
Lutherans
in
Scandinavia, has existed since
1836. In 1983, the Parish Nurse
Program started at Lutheran
General Hospital in Illinois. In
November of 1992, St. Vincent’s
Medical Center in Jacksonville
initiated Parish Nursing. Since that

time, 44 congregations have signed
covenants with St. Vincent’s
Medical Center. Over 250 nurses
have participated in the Parish
Nurse educational programs. Christ
the King is one of those
congregations that participate in
and support the Parish Nurse
Ministry.
In 1998, the ANA recognized
Parish Nursing as a distinct
area of nursing, with defined
standards.
The
endorsed
curriculum of the International
Parish Nurse Resource Center
(IPNRC) provides the educational
basis for practice that meets those
standards. The first phase of the
curriculum was St. Vincent’s Parish
Nurse orientation. The second
phase of that curriculum was
offered at St. Vincent’s in
collaboration with the University
of North Florida, Department of
Nursing on September 22 and 23.
Christ the King’s Parish Nurse
Ministry is proud to congratulate
Lou de Guzman, RN, as the first of
our nurses to complete the
program, thus meeting the ANA
and IPNRC’s standards of practice.
Please join us in congratulating and
showing appreciation to one of our
own nurses.

by Staff Writer
The Annual Installation of
Officers for Arlington Council
#4727 took place in Christ the King
Parish Hall on August 22, 2000.
Installing Officer, District Deputy
Reggie Dubay, assisted by District
Warden Darryl Blatzer, installed
Pat Bianco for his second term as
Grand Knight. Also installed (most
for second terms also) were:
George Coseo - Deputy Grand Knight
Chuck Brendler - Chancellor
Steve Bell - Advocate
Mike Yarborough - Warden
Donald Thompson - Financial
Secretary

Charles Strauss - Treasurer
Dale Summers - Recorder
Butch Ferrizzi - Trustee
Tom Guggisberg - Trustee
Al Williams - Trustee
John Fuata - Outside Guard
George Morris - Inside Guard
Fred Gardner - Lecturer

Following
the
Knights’
ceremony, the ladies auxiliary, the
K’Cees, held their installation. Past
President Laura Morris installed
the following officers:
Inge Morgan - President
Doris Faustini - Vice President
Margaret Damato - Treasurer Betty
Wheeler - Secretary
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An Interview with

Cornelius O. Ejimofor
by Elmer Aponte
EA: Where were you born?
Cornelius: I was born in Owerri,
Imo State of Nigeria.
EA: How did you get to the United
States?
Cornelius: I came to the United
States as a student enrolled in
Warren
Wilson
College,
Swannanoa, North Carolina. My
tuition was paid by the Board of
National
Missions
of
the
Presbyterian Church and my room
and board were paid through a
work-study program sponsored by
the college.
EA: Did your wife and family
come at the same time you did?
Cornelius: No, she joined me in
Xenia, Ohio, where we married in
March of 1966, two weeks after her
arrival in the United States. As
expected, the children came months
later.

In the eastern region of Nigeria,
where I was born, the Catholic
Church was the predominant
voluntary agency. Elementary,
secondary, and teacher training
colleges were organized in parishes
with the parish priest as the
manager and head of the voluntary
agency. At that time, a majority of
our priests were Holy Ghost
Fathers from Ireland.
The
state
government
subsidized the schools by paying
the teachers’ salaries and providing
some equipment for the schools.
After graduating from Warren
Wilson College, I attended
Wilberforce University, where I
received a bachelor’s degree in
Political Science. In 1966 and
1967, I attended the University of
Dayton, where I earned a Master of
Public Administration degree
before joining the Edward Waters
faculty in the fall of 1967. In June,
1968, I left Jacksonville for the
University of Oklahoma, where I
completed my graduate program
and received a Ph.D. in Political
Science.

Cornelius: I have five children,
four of whom are college graduates
and one an undergraduate student.
Three received their degrees from
the University of Florida in
Gainesville, and one from the
EA: How long have you been a University of Cincinnati. Two work
EA: Where were you educated?
professor at Edward Waters in Georgia, one in Florida, and the
fourth has gone back to the
Cornelius: I attended a Catholic College?
University to complete his Ph.D.
parochial school and a Catholic
high school–Bishop Shanahan Cornelius: I came back to Edward program in engineering.
Teacher Training College. Until Waters College in 1992, as
Nigeria became an independent Professor of Political Science. I EA: How would you compare the
nation
in
1960,
most have taught Political Science Catholic Church in your homeland
with the Catholic Church in the
schools–elementary and secondary, courses since then.
United States?
were run by voluntary agencies
EA: What are your children doing?
which were Church related.
Cornelius: The Catholic Church is
very strong in the eastern states of
Nigeria where I hail from. The
northern states are predominantly
Moslem. The western states have a
by Rocco Di Georgio
greater mixture of Christians and
Moslems. Until the beginning of
This world full of heroes...
the Nigerian civil war in 1967, the
Catholic Church in the Nigerian
We wear their colors and vaunt their statistics.
eastern states was run by Holy
We know from where they came, and portend their destination.
Ghost Fathers and nuns who were
We emulate their dress, their step, and their style.
mostly Irish. These missionaries
We surrender our values to their capricious desires.
were forced to leave during the war
and did not return after the war, but
Some heroes win wars, some heroes win games,
there has not been a shortage of
Some heroes sing songs; some grace the silver screen.
priests due to their not returning.
The rate of vocation to the
We thrill at the mention of their names,
priesthood
is
high.
The
flocking in droves to witness their presence.
We humble at the sight of these idols,
reveling in grace misperceived.

Hero

My one true hero, a hero from the past,
A hero in the present, a hero that will last.
This hero beckons though all others forsake me.
This hero that always patiently awaits me.
This hero who never proclaims His own majesty.
This hero who forever endures my inequity.
My hero, born a man, son of God from above
Man of flesh, Man of blood, Man defiled, Man of love.
My one perfect hero, while my debt still outstanding,
Suffered insult and beating until death came to claim Him.
Not for His image and not for His glory,
Not for a full color magazine story.
Not even for fame or critics’ approbation;
My hero, my Jesus, my hope, my salvation.

missionaries laid a good and solid
foundation for Christianity in
Nigeria. With their departure and
replacement by Nigerians, religious
ceremonies and rituals are now
celebrated in both English and local
languages. The Catholic Church
has a rich foundation in the eastern
states of Nigeria.
EA: What kind of inspiration and
satisfaction do you get from being a
lector at Christ the King?
Cornelius: Being a lector at Christ
the King Catholic Church gives me
a lot of happiness and satisfaction.
It gives me some degree of inner
fulfillment of my obligation as a
Catholic to profess my faith openly
and to contribute in the best way I
can to the diversification of the
Catholic community.
EA: What do people in Nigeria
think about the United States?
Cornelius: Many people in Nigeria
believe, as I do, that the United
States is a land of opportunity and
prosperity. People who are lucky to
escape the hardship in their country
to come to the United States usually
become successful people in their
own fields of endeavor.

My Memories of a Christmas
Eve Mass

by Frank Bauman
We had been going to the 10
p.m. Mass on Christmas Eve. How
crowded and joyful was the Mass.
The ushers repeatedly asked,
“would you please move in.”
Of course Mass is always
beautiful,
but
this
time
considerably more so, for toward
the end of the Mass who comes
walking down the aisle but Santa.
There was no “HO HO HO” he
walked in silence. As the time the
people realized how solemn he
was, a hush came over the crowd.

When Santa got to the altar he
knelt down. Not a word did he say.
He stayed on his knees looking up
to Jesus and his mother Mary in
complete adoration. After a few
moments he got up and quietly
walked out of the church.
The children at Mass were
amazed and it touched me greatly.
Thinking like a child (at Christmas
time I usually do), I thought to
myself how wonderful that Santa
would come to pay his respect and
honor to our Lord and His Mother.
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In the News!

Christ the King Day Care
“Trick of Treaters” visit Father Bob

Roberta Griffin adds finishing touches to the new art room
by Cynthia Surles
I formally visited the new Art
Room on October 3 to interview
the teacher, Mrs. Roberta Griffin.
She was preparing for her next
class but willingly and proudly
showed me the space and materials
now available to our students. Her
major goal for the new space was to
have a visual art history timeline
that spanned from 2000 B.C. to
2000 A.D. That is almost finished
on the left side of the door as you
enter. Another goal is to work more
in depth with pottery, now that they
will have flat space to air dry the
clay projects.
The previous room used for art
had been designed as a study room
for music. It had a table divided
into music booths for that purpose.
This made the already small room
smaller.
The teaching of Art has been an
evolving process at Christ the King
School as it has been at many
schools. At one time the individual
home room teachers taught art to
their students. Then later an art
teacher was assigned and wheeled
a cart from room to room. This
made the creation and appreciation
of various forms of art very limited.
When Mrs. Griffin returned to
Christ the King School four years
ago (she had moved to Texas for
four years), she became the Art
teacher and shared space with the
music director. Although this space
was willingly shared, the larger,
separate spaces that both teachers
now have, will allow them to do
more for their students. (Watch for
an article on use of the music room
space in a future issue of the
Courier.)
The new Art room is about 3-4
times the size of the old. It has
windows, giving the children
natural lighting which is so
important for artwork. They now
have two sinks enabling them to
clean up paintbrushes and messes
easily. This is a very welcome
change to Mrs. Griffin who had to
lug large buckets of water in for
cleanup before. Because the floor is

tiled, unlike the carpet of the
previous room, the children can be
freer with their creativity. The
‘joyful messes’ as Mrs Griffin calls
them are easily removed.
When her expected class (5B)
arrived, Mrs. Griffin introduced me
and I was able to solicit a few
comments. The students were eager
to tell me how much they
appreciated the new building.
Jocelyn Scott likes her new
room upstairs in the new building
because her previous class was
downstairs in the other building
and she could hear all the noise
from the upstairs class. Rebecca
Flagg and Carla Ludwig like the
good view of the trees and the
school from the big windows. Per
Maxwell Mull, you can see more
things. Dezamond Swiatowy feels
it makes the school look better.
Timmy Toledo likes the extra room
because it’s less noisy when they
talk and John Paul also likes the
extra space. Meghan Easter is
happy that the new Art Room is so
much closer to her classroom.
Nichole Norton is looking forward
to painting more now that they
have running water in the
classroom. Victoria Isenhower
pointed out that the display board
can now carry the work of a full
class. Hannah Christian, Chelsea
Bergamo and Zackary Neaves
expressed appreciation for the extra
display area used by the teacher.
Colleen Doherty and Juliana
Bejarano say they have more closet
space now and Sayhe Loayza likes
that they are able to have more
materials to work with because of
it. Sayhe also pointed out that
because of the room size, the
students have more walk-around
freedom and are able to assist the
teacher passing out materials. Mrs.
Griffin added that this gives her
more time to teach and assist where
she’s really needed. Kristin
McLeroy appreciates the fact that
they are not as crowded as they
were before.
One curious twist should be
noted. In 1980, when Mrs. Griffin
was teaching regular classes, her
6th grade classroom was in the
same space where she now teaches
art. This is one timeline that has
gone full circle.

Ghosts and goblins, princesses and space creatures visited
Father Bob at the rectory to celebrate Halloween

Parents, camera-ready, enjoyed the visit almost as much as the
children and Father Bob
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An Interview With

Dick Hulcher
Guarding the President! ...
and Pope John Paul II
by Staff Writer
CTK: When did you register in
Christ the King Parish?
Dick: We have been members of
Christ the King for 30 years.
I was born in Richmond,
Virginia, in a practicing Catholic
family. I attended Richmond public
schools and graduated from the
University of Richmond with a
degree in English and with a
commission as a 2nd Lieutenant in
the
regular
Army
as
a
Distinguished ROTC graduate. In
the Army I completed Basic
Infantry Officer Leadership School,
Airborne (Paratrooper) training and
graduated first in my class at
Provost Marshal General’s School.
While in the Army, I met and
married LeRoss Hulcher, my wife
of 40 years. We had a traditional
military wedding with a Catholic
chaplain.
Our first daughter, Tricia, was
born at Martin Army Hospital. I left
the Army to join the U.S. Secret
Service from which I retired after
25 years.
Early in my career, a second
daughter, Laura, was born. During
my early career, moves were
frequent until we got to
Jacksonville, where both girls
attended Christ the King Catholic
School and Bishop Kenny High.
Both then graduated from FSU.
Tricia is a surgical nurse at
Tallahassee Regional Medical
Center and Laura is a paralegal at
the State Attorney’s office in
Jacksonville. Both girls are married
and both families are involved in
good works.
CTK: Tell us about your unique
career with the Secret Service.
Dick: During my Secret Service
career, I performed in both the
investigative
and
protective
functions of the agency. On the
protective side, I protected all
presidents and other dignitaries
from JFK to Ronald Reagan.
I had one ten week assignment
with Lucy Johnson while her dad
was in office. She was in her junior
year in high school, and I went
wherever she went, from going to
school to accompanying her on
dates.
I
also
protected
other
presidential family members such
as Tricia and Julie Nixon, Amy
Carter, and the Carter and Reagan
grandchildren while the family

head was in the White House. I
traveled to several Middle Eastern
and South American countries and
was a passenger on Air Force One
and Marine Two during my career.
My most intriguing protective
assignment was in Boston,
Philadelphia and Washington, D.C.
during the Holy Father’s first visit
to the U.S.
CTK: What is the most memorable
experience you had in the Secret
Service?
Dick: I was part of a group of
agents at the Pope’s residence. We
escorted the Pope to the altar for his
Mass in Philadelphia after the Pope
declined to ride to the altar in an
armored vehicle.
My favorite investigative
(criminal) duty was undercover
work while posing as a “bad” guy
to buy counterfeit money and solve
other crimes.

Dick Hulcher protecting Richard Nixon

CTK: Have you enjoyed being a
member of Christ the King Parish?
Dick: Everybody loves Christ the
King Parish!
CTK: What ministry(ies) are you
and your family members working
in at Christ the King?
Dick: LeRoss and I serve as
Eucharistic
Ministers
and
volunteers in the St. Vincent de
Paul office. We attend the 7 a.m.
Mass which I help usher and
LeRoss fills in at the Legion of
Mary desk to register new
parishioners. She is a member of
the Altar Society and the K-Cees,
as well as the Catholic Women’s
Club, Christ the King Guild, and
the Parish Prayer Network.
I am a member of the Knights
of Columbus, and a businessmen’s
group that attends a quarterly Mass
and breakfast with the bishop.
CTK: What are your favorite
leisure activities and hobbies?

Dick Hulcher safeguarding Hubert Humphrey
serving as chairman of the Delta
Sector Group which includes much
of the parish.
Since retirement, I became a
member of the Southern Outdoor
Press Association and free lance
outdoor articles. I write a monthly
fishing column for Golden Times, a
local publication for mature adults.
I was co-founder of Florida’s
first bass fishing club, and am still
an active member. I go bass fishing
about two or three days a week and
we own a small townhouse on Lake
Talquin near Quincy. We are part
time parishioners there at St.
Thomas the Apostle Parish, which
always needs support and prayer.

Dick: Since retirement, I served a
term on the Board of Directors of
both the Florida Easter Seals
Society and the Florida Association
of the Deaf and Blind. I also
assisted in fund raising for needy
children.
We both are members of
SHADCO (Jacksonville Sheriff’s’s CTK: What ministry(ies) would
Advisory Council) and I am you recommend to parishioners

who would like to be more active in
our parish life?
Dick: For those who would like to
be more active in Christ the King
Parish, join any organization listed
in the Courier. You will enjoy it!
CTK: What are your thoughts on
the present state of our worldwide
Roman Catholic Church?
Dick: Our church is coming into
the new century with a strong
foundation. I think the Pope has
done wonders with his travels, and
his shoes will be hard to fill, but
God will find someone.
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MINISTRIES
Coordinator of
Volunteer Services
If you would life to volunteer your
Time, Talent, & Treasure but not sure
what you would like to do or maybe
you’re in a ministry but the one you
want, call Al Martin, 744-4302.
LITURGY
Altar Server Ministry
Interested youth 5th grade or older
and who have received First Holy
Communion. Once trained they are
entered into a rotating schedule for
the Masses. Contact Jim Litchkofski
at 646-0694.
Eucharistic Ministers
Assisting the clergy in the
distribution of Holy Communion
either during Mass or by bringing the
Eucharist to the homebound or
hospitalized. Candidates are chosen
by Father Robert J. McDermott as
recommended by the priests and staff
members of the parish. Elizabeth
Tadros, coordinator, 725-6745.
Gift Bearers
Families, Individuals or Parish
ministries who want to bring the gifts
to the altar during Mass. Call Kathy
Weedon at 221-5468.
Lector Ministry
A Lector is an instrument of God’s
grace and proclaims His word for our
Christian Community. Call Lucille
Guzzone, 724-9617.
Music Ministry
Any individual who has a talent with
music or can play an instrument or
just interested in the Singing Choir,
Handbell Choir, Funeral Choir, or
being a Cantor for Mass, call Bernie,
724-0080.
Sacristans
We help prepare for the celebration
of Mass. For more information on
how you can be a Sacristan call Ray
Hauck, 641-0205.
HOSPITALITY
Mass Greeters
Welcome all who come to Mass. This
team may offer the only contact
many parishioners have in our faith
community. Great opportunity for
adults and families. Contact the chief
usher at the Mass you are attending
for more information.
Ushers
Men and women who commit to
attend the same Mass every week.
They are requested to wear a navy
blue jacket and to assist the celebrant
as needed. Call Howard Sell at 7445937.
SPECIAL SERVICES
Altar Society
Individuals who care for the vessels,
vestments and linens used in the
Liturgies. Call Debbie Scobie at 7233977.
Beautification Committee
Individuals and families who want to
beautify the church grounds. Meet
the third Saturday of every month 912 noon in the church parking lot by
the fountain. Come join us in
beautifying His House. Call Terry
Riggs 744-7357.
Religious Articles Gift Shop
Volunteers who staff the gift shop
before and after Sunday Masses and
Wednesday Marion Mass. Call
Maureen McCook at 642-2725.
Seasonal Church Decorating
Decorating the church and gathering
area, during different seasons of the
church. Contact Terri Vogelsang,
744-6310 for information on how
you can help.
Sunday Childcare
For 8:30 & 10:00 Masses
Christ the King Childcare &
Religious Formation for your 1-4
year old child in the Child Care
Center. Free of charge. Call Marsha
Williams, 221-4459 or Donna
Iglesias, 725-0680 to help or for
more information.

PRAYER MINISTRIES
Daily Adoration
We need people who are willing to
sign up for one hour a week so that
someone is praying all during the
day. Adoration is in the Sacred Heart
Chapel, Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.5:30 p.m. Please call Kathy Purtle at
725-9030 or sign up on Time and
Talent Pledge weekend.
Nocturnal Adoration
Held on the first Friday of each
month from 10 p.m.-6 a.m. There are
eight groups who rotate their hour
each month. If you would like to join
us in this prayer ministry, call Marty
Polsenski at 384-4392.
Prayer Network
One of our newest and most
rewarding ministries - praying for
others in need - spiritual, health
related and other. Please call Donnell
Baer at 743-6174.
ORGANIZATIONS
Christ the King Council of
Catholic Women (CKCCW)
Our
board
meets
monthly,
September-June, to guide our seven
circles who meet at various times
during the month. Our General
meeting is the last Thursday of each
month at 7 PM. We welcome new
members. Call Pat Setser, 399-3198.
Christ the King Courier
Interested
in
publishing
a
newspaper? We need proofreaders,
reporters, photographers, etc. We
meet Wednesdays in the rectory at 7
p.m. Call Judy at 724-0080.
Widow/Widowers Support
For those who have lost loved ones.
Contact Isabelle Fusco at 724-5186
for info on the next time we meet.
Hispanic Ministry
We wish to develop a parish ministry
to worship and meet the spiritual and
social needs of the growing Hispanic
population at Christ the King. We
meet every Monday at 7 P.M. for
Bible study in the Rectory. Call Rosa
Townsend, 744-9231.
Landings
Works with Catholics who have been
away from the Church for a period of
time and wish to return. Contact
Jackie Davis, 743-6667.
The Legion of Mary
Men or women who offer their
services to their pastor, to aid him in
performing spiritual works in the
parish. Members may be active or
auxiliary (praying).Weekly meetings
are held every Monday at 7 p.m. in
the rectory. Call James Scott at 7578423.
M.O.M.S. Ministry
Ministry of Mothers Sharing, is
designed to encourage prayer,
discussions, and friendships between
women of all ages. Call Carroll Ann
Black, 221-2642
Parish Council
The Parish Council is a consultative
body that the Pastor can pray and
reflect with, and ask for assistance to
guide in the overall care/ministry of
the Parish and the enhancement of its
mission. Meetings are the first
Monday of each month at 5:30 PM in
the Rectory. Call Mike Mackin at
744-6659. It is made up of
representatives
(President,
Chairperson or Facilitator) from each
ministry in the Parish, as well as
representatives from the Finance
Council, Christ the King School,
Christ the King Daycare, Athletic
Association, Scouts, Knights of
Columbus, Marriage Encounter,
Sponsor Couples, and Wedding
Coordinator. Elections are held every
two years to elect a President, vicepresident,
secretary-recording,
secretary- clerical from the body of
representatives.

Queens and Kings
Our lively senior citizens socialize
on the second Sunday of each month
from 1:30-4 p.m. September through
June. Do come to enjoy! Call Pat
Humbard, 396-6073.
Respect Life
We are a ministry wishing to make a
difference in people’s lives either by
supporting the Saint Gerard House,
Project Rachel, Respect Life
Pilgrimage and the Diocesan Respect
Life Program. Sign up at the Time
and Talent Fair or contact Patty or
Mike Maroney, 743-9227.
Single and Single Again
Alone? Join us! We’re the Single and
Single Again Support Group,
meeting new friends and enjoying
social activities. We meet Tuesdays,
7:30 PM in the Shirley David Hall.
Call Pat, 722-8525.
Sponsor Couples
Needed married couples to help
engaged couples discern if marriage
is for them. Call Jim/Mary Ann
Middleton at 743-3951 for further
information.
ST. VINCENT DePAUL
PROGRAMS
St. Vincent de Paul
Emergency Assistance
We need volunteers to work in the St.
Vincent de Paul office in the rectory,
providing referrals and assisting
people who need immediate help.
Hours are from 10 a.m. till noon
Monday through Friday. Call Ernie
Waller at 743-3395.
St. Vincent de Paul Society
We were founded by people who care
about the problems of those around
them. We care and would like you to
share the care with us. For
information on how to become a
Vincentian call Ernie Waller 6348544, x1, and leave a message.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
ADULTS
Bible Study
Individuals wishing to study the
Bible. They meet Thursday mornings
at 9 a.m. and another group meets at
7 p.m. in the rectory. All are welcome
to join. For more information contact
Father Brian Carey at 724-0080.
Faith Sharing Small Groups
Small groups of people meeting in
private homes to discuss the Sunday
readings and sharing how these
readings relate to our daily lives.
Contact Helene Meyer, 724-9105.
R.C.I.A.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Preparing people to enter the
Catholic Church through an inquiry
and catechetical process. Call Marie
or Lyle Stewart, 721-2849.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
YOUTH
C.C.D.
Opportunity for students grades 1-8
to learn/experience the Catholic faith
with others in their age group.
Sessions held September-May in the
school on Wednesday 7-8 p.m.
Sunday Mass attendance required.
Call Subdeacon Eli Shami at 7213334, on Wednesdays, 7-8 pm at
724-2954.
C.C.D. Teachers
Needed certified teachers to teach
grades 1-8 catechism. If you feel
called to reach out to young people
this may be the place for you. Call
Subdeacon Eli Shami at 721-3334.
C.C.D. Volunteers
Volunteers needed for Wednesday
nights during the school year to help
teachers and clerical staff. Call
Subdeacon Eli at 721-3334.
Vacation Bible School
A week long summer program
(usually in August) for children ages
4-11 years to help deepen their faith
and involvement in the Christian
community. Fun for everyone. Call
Diana Mattox at 928-9224.

TEEN PROGRAM
Life Teen
Youth ministry program with a
strong focus on the Eucharist. Meet
Sunday for Mass (usually at 5 p.m.)
and Life Night (fellowship)
afterwards. Call Nancy, 398-1961
Life Teen - Core Team
Over 18, have a love for teens and are
not currently a parent of a teen. Meet
on Sundays at 6:15 p.m. in the
rectory. Call Nancy Powers at 3981961 for more information. on
meeting times.
Parents for Life-Teen
Adults or parents interested in
supporting the Life Teen program.
Membership is open to all adults
regardless of whether or not you are
a parent. Activities are creative, fun,
exciting and diverse. Call Jeanette,
725-7559 or 354-4846.
Teen Stewardship
Teens share their Time, Talent and
Treasure with their parish. Call Gus
& Jackie Carlson at 465-6957.
Teen Stewardship Volunteers
Meet twice a year to coordinate
service hours and pledges of teens.
Call Jackie & Gus Carlson 465-6957.
CHILD CARE
Child Care Center
Adults wanting to share their talents
in the three different subcommittees:
educational, plant facilities, and fund
raising. Contact Theresa Little at
724-7239.
CHRIST THE KING
SCHOOL
Christ the King Catholic School
Grades Pre-K thru 8th grade. The
principal is Janet Morton. The school
has many needs for volunteers on a
daily, weekly, and monthly basis.
The school seeks assistance in the
office, cafeteria, library, and clinic.
Volunteers are needed as board
members and business partners,
room mothers, and speakers. Help
with the yearly golf tournament is
also needed. Call 724-2954.
SCOUTING PROGRAMS
Boy Scouts
Troop 5 sponsored by Christ the
King Church. Boys 6-12th grade.
Meet Tuesdays, 7 p.m. in the Scout
Hut-Call Rob 981-0363.
Catholic Scouting Committee
Adult individuals interested in
providing youth ministry through the
scouting program. Meets 4 times a
year; organizes and implements
“Catholic camporee” for all Scouts
once a year; attend spring awards
ceremony. Training provided. Call
Donna, 641-0698.
Cub Scouts
Pack 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys in 1st -5th grade. Dens
meet weekly in the Scout Hut. Call
Dave Waters 721-6567 or Donna
Baker, 641-0698.
Girl Scouts
Girls of different age levels that meet
weekly or bi-weekly in the Shirley
David Hall after school or in the
evenings. Call Nancy at 745-3751.
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE
Advent Tree
A program that puts smiles on faces
of people at Christmas time. Those
who share time and talent in this
ministry help put up the Advent Tree
with special paper ornaments.
Parishioners choose ornaments to
take home, purchase the gift, return
the ornament with the gift attached to
it. Volunteers needed to help
distribute the gifts to nursing homes,
orphanages, etc. Call Trudy Cameron
at 724-0511.

Habijax - Habitat for Humanity
Forms partnerships between those in
need and those who are willing to put
their faith into action by donating
their time, talent, and treasure to
construct such housing. Call Bill
Damato at 642-8920.
I. M. Sulzbacher
Individuals who give two hours of
their time to 400-500 men, women
and children the third Tuesday of
each month by saying grace, serving
dinner and cleaning up the kitchen.
Call Donnell, 743-6174.
MEDICAL SERVICES
Blood Drive
Twice a year Christ the King Church
along with the Florida Georgia Blood
Alliance holds a blood drive. Call
Karlene Simmons, 642-8319.
Christ the King Clinic
Staffed by Doctors, Registered
Nurses and ancillary support people
from Christ the King Parish. They
donate their services the fourth
Saturday of each month 9-1p.m. Call
Janis at 398-4392.
Parish Nurse Ministry
Nurses who belong to Christ the
King Parish willing to volunteer their
time and talent to support the
ministry of health within the parish.
Call Barbara at 724-1776.
OFFICE/RECTORY
Rectory Office Volunteers
Adults willing to volunteer a
morning/afternoon/all day Monday
thru Friday 9-5. Different positions
available: receptionist, clerical,
computer operator. Call the Rectory
at 724-0080 for more information.
AFFILIATED
ORGANIZATIONS
Christ the King
Athletic Association (CKAA)
Serves children (ages 5-12, boys; 515, girls) who believe that youth
athletics provide valuable lessons in
citizenship/teamwork. Also, if you
would like to contribute toward the
cost associated with registering a
child for a C.K.A.A. sport, call Tom
Wildes, 221-1118.
Cursillo
A Renewal movement of individuals
in the Church who want to deepen
their faith and enhance their walk
with Christ. Call Carl Ludwig at 724
-8485.
K’ Cees
Organization of Catholic Women, an
auxiliary of the Knights
of
Columbus Council 4727. They
help/support the Knights. Meetings
are at the Knights’ Hall on Merrill
Road on the fourth Tuesday of each
month at 8 p.m. Call Inge Morgan,
725-1838 for information.
Knights of Columbus
Organization of Catholic men and
their families dedicated to promoting
concepts of charity, unity, fraternity
and patriotism.
If you are a
practicing Catholic man at least 18
yrs. old, interested in fellowship with
people who share the same beliefs,
call Pat Bianco, 743-4999.
L ’ Arche Harbor House Mutual
ministry with members and
assistants, building community
support and awareness to the needs
and gifts of the disabled members of
the L’ Arche Harbor House family.
Call Dottie Klein at 744-4435.
Marriage Encounter
A program designed to teach married
couples how to better communicate,
to strengthen and support Christian
marriage.
Contact Emilo and
Theresa Gonzalez-Chavez 721-0012.
Pre Cana/Engaged Encounter
For information on upcoming
workshops and weekends, call 3087474.
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Characteristics Of A Christian Steward

Humility
by Eileen Porter
In the last issue of the Courier
we addressed the characteristics of
prayer in the life of a Christian
steward. In this issue we focus on
humility on the part of a Christian
steward.
Again, this material was
provided to us by the stewardship
office of the Diocese of Wichita,
Kansas. The stewardship program
in the diocese of Wichita is an
outstanding one and serves as a
model for other parishes who wish
to embrace Christian Stewardship
programs as a way of life
throughout the United States.
Humility
After He had washed their feet,
He put his cloak back on and
reclined at table once more. He said
to them, “Do you understand what I
just did for you? You address me as
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord’, and fittingly
enough, for that is what I am. But if
I washed your feet — I, who am
Teacher and Lord — then you must
wash each other’s feet. What I just
did was to give you an example: “as
I have done, so you must do.”
(John 13: 12-15)
“If one of you had a servant
plowing or herding sheep and he
came in from the fields, would you
say to him, ‘Come and sit down at
table?’ Would you not rather say,
‘Prepare my supper. Put on your
apron and wait on me while I eat
and drink. You can eat and drink
afterward?’ Would he be grateful to
the servant who was only carrying
out his orders? It is quite the same
with you who hear me. When you
have done all you have been
commanded to do, say, ‘We are
useless servants; we have done no
more than our duty.’” (Luke 17: 710).
“What you should do when you
have been invited is go and sit in
the lowest place, so that when your
host approaches you he will say,
‘My friend, come up higher.’ This
will win you the esteem of your
fellow guests. For everyone who
exalts himself shall be humbled and
he who humbles himself shall be
exalted.” (Luke 14: 10-11)
The Characteristic of Humility
Total dependence on God is the
hallmark of humility. The humble
person takes to heart Jesus’ words
to His apostles, that “apart from Me
you can do nothing.” (John 15: 5)
Through humility we come to
realize that all we are and all we
have is given to us by a loving and
generous God. We also come to
recognize more clearly within
ourselves the many faces of pride;
depending on ourselves, exerting
our own self-importance, feeling

hurt or angry over perceived
slights, worrying about what others
think of us, and refusing to obey
authority.
In his book Fire Within, Rev.
Thomas Dubay quotes St. Teresa of
Avila as saying that “nothing
matters more than humility.” (15)
The most profound example of
humility is Jesus Himself. He
reminds us that He is “gentle and
humble of heart.” (Mt 11: 29) He
reveals His humility to us in
extraordinary, staggering ways —
taking on our human nature with
His divine one, pouring out His life
for us, and giving Himself to us in
the Eucharist under the appearance
of common bread and wine.
Clearly He teaches us that humility
is not a halfway proposition, but a
complete emptying of self. To be
humble is to unite our hearts with
His.
Humility and Stewardship
As Christian stewards grow in
humility, they become more deeply
grateful to God. Knowing that He is
the source of all grace in their lives,
they desire more and more to share
His blessings to them with others.
Rev. Dubay writes, “. . . the person
who is genuinely humble, that is,
who recognizes the gifts received,
is much more likely to be
magnanimous and generous in
sharing.” (16)
A daily life of stewardship
offers many situations in which we
can grow in humility. Choosing to
let others shine in conversion while
remaining more in the background,
accepting criticism without being
defensive, volunteering for the less
noteworthy tasks around the parish,
and letting go of leadership
positions so that others can step in
— these are all ways to practice
humility in stewardship.
A Humble Saint
St. Bernadette Soubirous
1844-1879
Bernadette lived in the most
humble of conditions along with
her parents and siblings. After her
father lost his mill, the already poor
family moved into a damp, stone
room which had formerly been
used as a jail.
Bernadette was a good,
obedient girl, kind to her brothers
and sister. She suffered from
asthma and struggled with her
studies. At fourteen, she had not yet
received
her
First
Holy
Communion because of her
difficulty with learning the
catechism.
On February 11, 1858, while on
the way to gather firewood,
Bernadette saw a beautiful lady
appear in a natural grotto. Together
they prayed the rosary. The lady

continued appearing to Bernadette
a number of times, asking that
people do penance for their sins,
and requesting a chapel to be built.
She told Bernadette to drink
from the spring. Finding no water
where
the
lady
indicated,
Bernadette dug into the dirt. Later a
spring emerged from the spot,
which has been the source for a
number of miraculous cures. When
directed by her parish priest to ask
the lady her name, Bernadette
obeyed. The lady responded by
declaring, “I am the Immaculate
Conception.” This was the last
apparition of the Blessed Virgin,
but for Bernadette, her life was
changed forever.
Thrust out of obscurity, she
endured
disbelief,
ridicule,
adulation,
and
incessant
questioning. Highly sensitive, she
preferred privacy, but humbly
submitted to constant interruptions,
remaining calm and polite to those
seeking her out. She refused any
gifts offered to her or her family,
feeling that there was nothing
special she had done.

A Humber Saint
In 1866 she joined the Sisters of
Charity of Nevers. She endured
harsh treatment from the mistress
of novices. In her humility, she
accepted this treatment and
remained in the order until her
death on April 16, 1879.
Bernadette suffered from
illness all her life. She humbly
asked God not to take away the
suffering, but not to abandon her in
it. She developed an intensely
painful tumor in her leg, and her
final months in this world were
spent in great suffering. As she
neared death, her humility was
again
apparent
when
she
whispered, “Holy Mary, Mother of
God! Pray for me ...poor sinner
...poor sinner.”
In the next issue of the Courier,
we will address the issue
“Characteristics of Trust in a
Christian Steward” as the third
article in this series.
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Prisoners of Christ
Is a Second Chance

by Ron Lynch
A second chance for inmates
getting out of prison began over ten
years ago during a Cursillo. Ray
Walker and Ken Cooper met,
discovered a common interest in
helping newly released inmates,
and took the first steps in starting
Prisoners of Christ, Inc.
Ken Cooper, an ex-inmate with
a vision, and Ray Walker, a man
with compassion, got the ball
rolling. Ray started the first
financing by getting ten of his
friends to donate $10.00 a month
each. Ken and his wife, June, began
hosting one or two released
inmates in their home while they
tried to prepare these men for the
new life outside.
Prisoners of Christ, Inc., has
grown from these spartan
beginnings to a team that has
helped over 1,000 men over the
past ten years. About 120 men will
come to Prisoners of Christ, Inc.,
during this year. The success rate
of this organization is inspiring.
The normal recidivism rate among
prisoners is 45%. Prisoners of
Christ, Inc., has helped more than
1,080 men and their recidivism rate
is less than 9%!
Kairos and other prison
ministries funnel clients to this
organization and their reputation is
widely known in the prison. This
program
provides
housing,
clothing, and food to about 50 of
these past prisoners at any one
time. There are even two halfway
houses that Prisoners of Christ, Inc.
operates where the men may stay
while they adjust to life on the
outside.
Job
placement
and
transportation are some of the other
important services provided. The
team of Prisoners of Christ, Inc.,
helps in locating a church
affiliation, medical treatment, and
substance
abuse
self-help
organizations. Some of the men
helped have gone on to become
successful business owners in their
own right and hire men just like
themselves coming out of prison.
One of these men now owns
two or three pizza parlors; another
has his own auto repair shop. One
is a true innovator; he has moved to
the northern part of the country and
builds houses in the winter when
most construction has stopped. He
builds houses inside large tents and
hires tradesmen to work at a
bargain while their typical
employers are idle.
Vocational
training
is
something that is too expensive

with too much technical expertise
required for Prisoners of Christ,
Inc., to pursue at this time. Ray
Walker believes that this type of
training would be more efficiently
administered by the prison system
while inmates are inside. There is
also a prison ministry that is
conducted during the year.
Prisoners of Christ, Inc., will travel
to prisons 80 or more times during
this year.
The neighborhoods where the
halfway houses are located respect
their presence. The men involve
themselves to improve the
neighborhoods through street
cleanup and beautification efforts
while aiding police in ridding these
neighborhoods
of
criminal
elements.
The Prisoners of Christ, Inc.,
program is so successful that the
Florida Department of Corrections
has recently started paying a small
per diem for the men housed by the
program. It is a welcome addition
to the funds that must be raised
independently by the organization
for the care of their clients. Local
businesses, churches, ministries,
and individuals donate money and
time to help make Prisoners of
Christ, Inc., the success it has
become. Employers promote the
idea of hiring former prisoners to
other employers because of their
positive experiences.
Government
and
secular
organizations have tried similar
programs to integrate released
inmates into the community. They
have all failed. Ray Walker says
they weren’t successful because
Christ wasn’t part of the program.
Christianity must be an integral
part of these programs in order for
them to work. A certain
denomination isn’t important as
long as Christ is involved.
Prisoners of Christ, Inc. and
their method of helping has
become so popular that there are
now other independent programs in
the state of Florida that Ken
Cooper, the Executive Director and
a past bank robber, has helped to
set up. Hope House in Gainesville
and Mercy House in Tallahassee
are just two of them. One is
believed to minister to women. A
new one in Fort Lauderdale is on
the horizon. They are totally
independent of Prisoners of Christ,
Inc. and use it only as a model. A
successful model.
If you have questions or would
like to volunteer for Prisoners of
Christ, Inc., you may reach them at
904-358-8866.

November, 2000

Happy Birthday Marge
Marge Yarborough
celebrates 80th birthday

Seasoned octagenarian Polly Morris (right) tells newcomer
Marge Yarborough what to expect as Marge celebrates
her 80th year. Family and friends gathered in CTK Parish Hall
Saturday 30, to wish Marge many more years of God’s blessings.

You Are Blessed...
You Are Blessed...
Anonymous
If you own just one Bible, you
are abundantly blessed. One third
of the world does not have access
to even one.
If you woke up this morning
with more health than illness, you
are more blessed than the million
who will not survive the week.
If you have never experienced
the danger of battle, the loneliness
of imprisonment, the agony of
torture, or the pangs of starvation,
you are ahead of 500 million
people around the world.
If you attend a church meeting
without fear of harassment, arrest,
torture, or death, you are more
blessed than almost three billion
people in the world.
If you have food in your
refrigerator, clothes on your back, a
roof over your head, and a place to
sleep, you are richer than 75% of
this world.

If you have money in the bank,
in your wallet, and spare change in
a dish someplace, you are among
the top 8% of the world’s wealthy.
If your parents are still married
and alive, you are very rare, even in
the United States.
If you hold up your head with a
smile on your face and are truly
thankful, you are blessed because
the majority can, but most do not.
If you can hold someone’s
hand, hug them, or even touch them
on the shoulder, you are blessed
because you can offer God’s
healing touch.
If you prayed yesterday and
today, you are in the minority
because you believe in God’s
willingness to hear and answer
prayer.
If you believe in Jesus as the
Son of God, you are part of a very
small minority in the world.
If you can read this message,
you are more blessed than over two
billion people in the world that
cannot read anything at all.
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Vietnamese Community News
Bishop Snyder Celebrates Special
Confirmation Rites

BOX TOPS AND LABELS

by Carolina Gardner
Young adults perform Dang le Vat during the Confirmation Mass

Father Thanh, Bishop Snyder and the Confirmandi
by

Robert Brekke,
RCIA Class of 2000

The 28th Sunday in Ordinary
Time was anything but ordinary at
Christ the King Catholic Church on
October 15, 2000. Bishop John
Snyder paid a special visit to our
church to conduct a special Mass to
celebrate the Sacrament of
Confirmation for eleven special
Vietnamese-American
young
adults. The weather turned out to
be extra special also as it was a
beautiful fall day in North Florida.
Most of the participants in the 2:00
p.m. Mass were very excited and
expressed great happiness in
anticipation of the services being
conducted personally by the
Bishop.
Bishop Snyder acknowledged
that this was indeed a very special
day. He was accompanied by
Father Thanh, the recognized
leader of the growing Vietnamese
community in Jacksonville, and
Seminarian Brother Dung Bui. The
music at the Mass was very
beautiful. The soft tones and
melodies of the Vietnamese
language songs lent a special touch
to the ceremony. The readings were
also conducted in the Vietnamese
language by the young adults. The
young ladies were clothed in
traditional white Vietnamese

formal dress called “Ao Dai”. The
young men were clothed in white
or black tuxedos. This was
obviously a momentous occasion
for these young adults.
During the gift presentation
portion of the Mass, the 11 special
young adults performed a
Vietnamese dance called “Dang le
Vat”. This dance signifies the
meaning of presenting gifts to God.
Bright colored flowers and candles
were part of this wonderful
addition to the ceremony.
Traditional Vietnamese music
accompanied the performance.
The parish is very thankful that
Bishop Snyder is so committed to
the Vietnamese community to
spend such special time with a very
special group of young adults.
Peter Hoa Nguyen and Bichthi H.
Allen were the instructors for the
following special young adults:
Anna Nhung Nguyen, Nancy
Nguyen, Anna Linh Phung, Anne
Tam Nguyen, Joseph Lam Nguyen,
Giona Duc Hoang, Maria Van
Hoang, Mary Huong Duong,
Alexis Phung Nguyen, John Huy
Tran, and Linda Pham.
After
the
Mass, Bishop
Snyder,
Father Thanh and
Brother Dung along with the
parishioners attended a special
meal with traditional Vietnamese
refreshments.
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The 2000-2001 school year is
underway and once again, it is time
for the Campbell’s Soup Label and
General Mills Box Tops for
education collection to begin. First
of all, a big heartfelt thanks to all
who helped with last year’s
collection. Thanks to all who
participated, we were able to more
than exceed our goal. Our goal was
4000 labels and 4000 box tops, yet
the final tally was over 9,600 labels
and 3,500 box tops.
Because of such outstanding
support, the school was able to
purchase much needed equipment
for our PE department. I would like
to take this opportunity to thank all
of you who ate, saved, cut, and
counted labels last year. The school
children greatly appreciate your
help.
This year, we began our label
and box top collection drive on
October 1st and it will run through
April 6th. This time we are
implementing a contest throughout
the school. The homeroom class

with the most labels will win a
“super secret prize”, which will be
announced at a later date.
To help us this year, there are
Campbell’s Soup Label Collection
Bins in the gathering area of the
church. Just drop your labels and
box tops in there. If you have a
specific class you wish your labels
and box tops to be donated to,
simply write the homeroom
number or teacher’s name on the
back of each label. If you are
sending the labels with your
students, please remember to write
his/her homeroom on the back of
each label.
This year we have set a goal of
15,000 labels and box tops. Since
we had such a wonderful turn out
last year, we have decided that this
year’s monies earned will go to the
Art and Music department. Once
again we thank all of you for your
generous support. If you have any
questions concerning the soup
label/box top collection drive
please feel free to call Gabrielle
Farrell 241-7782 or Carolina
Gardner 720-0297.

Faithful Navigator
submitted by FN “Butch” Ferrizzi
Ballad of the Unborn
by Fay Clayton
My shining feet will never run
On early morning lawn;
My feet were crushed before they had
a chance to greet the dawn.
My fingers now will never stretch to
touch the winning tape;
My race was done before I learned
the smallest steps to take.
My growing height will never be
recorded on the wall;
My growth stopped when I was still,
Unseen, and very small.
My lips and tongue will never taste

The good fruits of the earth;
For I myself was judged to be a fruit
of little worth.
My eyes will never scan the sky for
my high-flying kite;
For when still blind, destroyed were
they in the black womb of night.
I’ll never stand upon a hill
Spring’s wind in my hair;
Aborted winds of thoughts closed in
On motherhood’s despair.
I’ll never walk the shores of life
Or know the tides of time;
For I was coming but unloved.
And that is my only crime.
Nonetheless am I a grain of sand
One of the countless dead;
But dead that made me ashen grey
Floats on seas of RED.
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St. Maron’s has a permanent priest,

Father Elie Abi-Chedid
submitted by
Subdeacon Elias Shami
Those present on the altar at the
Mass on November 5 at 6:30 p.m.
were Fr. Bob McDermott, Father
George M. Sebaali, Father Peter
Boulos and Father Jim O’Neal.
Subdeacon Elias Shami chanted at
the Liturgy of the Mass.
Those present welcomed the
Reverend Elie Abi-Chedid as the
newly appointed administrator of
St. Maron Mission in Jacksonville.
Father Abi-Chedid leaves St.
Anthony Maronite Church in Glen
Allen (Richmond), Virginia where
he has resided temporarily since
September 14, 2000.

Father Abi-Chedid is originally
from Lebanon and had been the
pastor of St. Sharbel Maronite
Church in Fredericton, New
Brunswick, Canada.

An Invitation to All
Cursillistas

De Colores
by Eileen Porter

This is a millennial celebration
of unity in the Body of Christ, and
will be held at St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church on November 10, 2000. All
three Bishops and the Reverend
Shafer will be witness speakers at
this ecumenical ultreya expressing
their hopes for Cursillo in the new
millennium. The theme is,
“Welcome Our Diversity, But
Relish Our Unity.”

Bishop John Snyder, of the
Catholic Diocese of St. Augustine;
Bishop Stephen Jecko, Bishop of
the Episcopal Diocese of Florida;
Bishop William Trexler, Bishop of
The Florida/Bahamas Senate of the
Lutheran Church; and Reverend
Thomas L. Shafer, District
Superintendent of the United
Methodist Church, have extended
an invitation to all Cursillistas to Don’t miss this Fourth Day vent
of the Millennium!!
attend Fourth Day 2000.

Cursillo - 2000
By Eileen Porter
The Fall Cursillo weekend for
men was held at Camp St. John on
October 19th through the 22nd.
The ladies attended the following
weekend.
Several from Christ The King
Parish availed themselves of this
wonderful opportunity to grow in
faith and experience the blessings
of the Holy Spirit. Mike & Patty

Maroney; Diane Koch; Wanda
Martin; Sal & Harlene Turso
(sponsored by Fr. Bob; parishioners
of Blessed Trinity); Lisa Herda;
George & Cheryl Nagle; Cheryl
Callavni.
Some of the team workers from
Christ the King were Al Martin,
Phil Ghioto, Barry McMenemy,
Barry Landers, Ann Semper, and
Jackie Davis.
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A Mountain Trip

Troop 5 Boy Scouts

Hugo Rossignol, Jamie O’Brien, Tom Knight and David Chismar
work on the grounds around the Bob Coyle Scount Hut
Jim Knight hangs a door to the Scount Hut
of Franklin, North Carolina on or
about 3 PM. Saturday July 31. All
residents of small towns in western
North Carolina and North Georgia
be on the look-out for this band of
renegades.
The Coyle Gang operates much
like the Quantrill Raiders of a
century ago. All members are well
The notorious Coyle Gang has trained to perform their operations
struck again. This time in the town
This satire is taken from Troop 5
papers from ‘years-gone-by’. If
after reading this you get a warm
feeling and fond memories, let
Frank Bauman know what year it
took place. Join us now as we
return to yester year.

The New School Prayer
Now I sit me down in school
Where praying is against the rule
For this great nation under God
Finds mention of Him very odd.
If Scripture now the class recites
It violates the Bill of Rights
And anytime my head I bow
Becomes a federal matter now.
Our hair can be purple or orange or green
That’s no offense, it’s the freedom scene.
The law is specific, the law is precise
Prayers spoken aloud are a serious vice.
For praying in a public hall
Might offend someone with no faith at all.
In silence alone we must meditate
God’s name is prohibited by the State.
We’re allowed to cuss and dress like freaks
And pierce our noses, tongues and cheeks.
They’ve outlawed guns, but First the Bible
To quote the Good Book makes me liable.
We can elect a pregnant Senior Queen
Or the unwed daddy, our Senior King.
It’s “inappropriate” to teach right from wrong.
We’re taught that such “judgements” do not
belong.
We can get our condoms and birth control
Study witchcraft, vampires and totem poles.
But the Ten Commandments are not allowed
No Word of God must reach this crowd.
It’s scary here, I must confess
When chaos reigns the school’s a mess.
So, Lord, this silent plea I make
Should I be shot,
My soul please take.
Submitted by Frank Bauman

in both swamps and in
mountainous terrain. Just recently
they were observed making their
getaway across the Santeetlah
River on a monkey bridge they had
personally constructed. Several
days ago following the now
infamous “Dahlonega Incident” the
entire group descended Log
Mountain by Swiss rapelling
methods.
Extreme weather conditions
presented no problems for the gang.
They especially love to operate in
the rain. Their motto seems to be
“where the weather is too rough for
everyone else it is just right for the
Coyle Gang!”
Gang
discipline
and
organizational planning play a
minor role and at times are nonexistent. Members seem to believe
in the idea that next week we will
get organized. In spite of this idea
the morale, spirit and efficiency of
the gang was extremely high. This,
no doubt, is due to the
determination and loyalty of all
members to their leaders and the
ideals under which they are
required to follow.
Two families dominate the
membership in the gang; the
Coyles and the Akers. Sons of these
two families are divided up and at
least one son is assigned to each of
the sub-groups of the gang. This is
a highly effective method and
provides an excellent feed back
system for the hierarchy.
The gang is subdivided into six
groups:

been known to get excited or
uptight. His devotion to all
members and his ability to charm
anyone are his major assets. This
enables him to always get the job
done well.
Jim Shelly - the number 2 man
of The Old Ones. He operates much
like his leader. It is also difficult to
get him excited. His former
profession and experience as an
architect make him a valuable asset
to the gang.
Pappy Akers - is the oldest
member of the group and his age
and experience play a dominant
part in the planning of any
operation. He is an excellent cook
and serves as the purchasing,
procurement and supply officer for
the gang.
Tom Morris - is the man who
seems to be able to do anything at
any time and do it well. He can
produce about any item of
equipment that is needed for any
purpose. He also serves as the Gang
historian and photographer. An
experienced pilot he also serves as
the transportation expert. After the
Big Santeetlah experience he has
decided to get checked out in a
Ford station wagon on mountain
roads (for pilots only.)

Don MacLean - serves as
mouthpiece for the gang and now
has rejoined the unit in the vicinity
of Franklin, N.C. He was greatly
needed at the time of the
The Able 8, or The Old Ones
Dahlonaga Incident and his
This motley crew includes men presence now has caused all
who have had considerable members to feel more secure for
experience in many fields. future jobs.
Members comprising this group are
Bill Hrabal - has now rejoined
as follows:
Bob Coyle - the ringleader. The the group and things will never be
man with the friendly smile and quite the same as they were during
easy-going manner. He has never his absence. From now on the
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with the Coyle Gang
Myra Schick and Hugo Rossignol
survey the bedlam

John Allen, Joe Krier, Tom O’Brien, and
Myra Schick help unload

Mary Ward, Lloyd Belson,
Monsignor Lenihan and Joe
Rossignol on the first day
will be required to tighten up in all
areas, especially in discipline and
cooking. He will probably take
most of his wrath out on the Fourth
Georgians and the staff. Bill
volunteers for all the kitchen cleanup details for the gang and loves
this chore because it gives him the
opportunity to gripe more than
anyone else in the group, even
more than Big Tom O’Brien. In
spite of the griping, Bill is a person
who will be there at the time he is
needed and should be called
Dependable Bill.
Jim Claxton - is a more recent
member of “The Old Ones” and his
initiation to the group is coming
along fine. His experiences as an
accountant will, in the future, pay
dividends for the gang. He needs
more experience in land and road
navigation and how to shave
without a mirror. His willingness to
be of assistance to the gang is
unsurpassed.
Jim Knight - Chief of
Operations and it is rumored that he
will be rejoining the gang. He has
been greatly missed and his
expertise in all operational matters
will be called for when the gang
makes its final move from North
Carolina. Jim does an excellent job
of keeping everyone informed and
manages to get volunteers for “The
Old Ones.”
Frank Bauman - is the treasurer
of the gang. He has not been seen
for two weeks and certain members
are beginning to worry about the
financial status of the gang. Frank
in the past has kept the financial
status in the black and it is believed
that he will be able to continue in
this regard.
Big Tom (Irish) O’Brien - has
not been on many previous
operations.
Each
time
he
participates in one, a major
catastrophe takes place. The “Old

Ones” feel that he has brought
down the luck of the Irish upon
them and are beginning to consider
that we might be better off if he
remains at home. Big Tom loves to
tell Irish jokes and help Pappy with
the supplies. He loves to whittle
and play with and gather rocks.
And griping. He is second only to
Bill Hrabel in griping. Tom is a
valuable asset to the group and
along with Friendly Bob he keeps a
close check on the religious circuit
riders in order to provide religious
services for all members in the
various towns where the gang
stops. Tom, along with Slippery Joe
Williams, has now been sent to the
North Florida area to set up a new
base of operations.
Slippery Joe Williams - who
master-minded the Dahlonega
Operation, performs as one of the
training experts in jungle and
mountain operations. His storytelling tales of World War II and
Korea told around the campfires
allows him to completely
monopolize the conversations.
Because of his expertise in training,
Friendly Bob has sent him and Tom
(Irish) O’Brien to North Florida to
prepare for the move into that area.
It is also probable that Friendly
Bob dispatched these two in order
to give everyone else a chance to
talk.
The Fourth Georgians
This groups ranks next in age
and experience and are used to help
develop spirit and pride in the gang.
These things they do well
(especially when Bill Hrabal is
present. This group is comprised of
the following:
The Scholarly One
The Lazy One
The Comedian and Entertainer
The Quiet One

The Sparring Partner - Jesse
Owens
The Hungry One
Another Hungry One
The Practical Joker
It requires enormous amounts
of food to feed the Fourth
Georgians, and Pappy is required to
sleep with one eye open and
focused on the supply van at all
times.
The Fourth Georgians profess
loyalty to the Confederacy,
however, like the Quantrill Gang,
they do business with both sides.
The Staff Group
This group is required to keep
the others informed and to get
everyone to formations on time.
They are always trying to do this
but even the patience of Friendly
Bob is pressed on this point. Their
slogan is, “We may not always be
right, but we are never wrong.”
They generally do get the job done
and like their leader (Friendly Bob)
- everything is going to be alright.
Rose-colored glasses are carried as
standard equipment for all
members. This group is comprised
of the following:
The Playful One
The Long -Haired One
The Quiet One
The Active One
The Working One
The Homesick One
The Panthers
This group is the most
experienced and most competitive
group. It is comprised of the
following:
The Long-Haired One
The Serious One
The Sloppy One
The Spirited and Aggressive
One

The Inquisitive and Fighter One
The Other Fighter One
The Ents
This group has its fair share of
rookies and the leader has some
problems in shaping them into gang
members. However, much progress
is being made and it is believed that
this latest operation will make them
seasoned members of the Coyle
Gang. This group is comprised of
the following:
The Quiet One
The Extremely Quiet One
The Long-Haired One
The Troublesome and Active
One
The Experienced One
The Homesick One
The Extremely Active One (this one could be called The One
Who Loses Everything.)
The ‘Coons
This group has a large
percentage of rookies, also, but
seem to be progressing quite well.
They should be experienced young
members after this present
operation. This group is comprised
of the following
THREE Quiet Ones
One Who Professes to be an
Athlete
The Extremely Homesick and
Disgusted with the Bad Weather
One
The Dependable One
This completes the list of
members who are present for this
operation.
The operators and owners of
coin-operated
laundries,
dry
cleaning,
and
Gee
Dunk
establishments should be extremely
careful. This gang has made raids
on such places in the town of
Murphy,
Robbinsville
and
Franklin, North Carolina.
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Heed the Call To Total Stewardship!
by Eileen Porter
Jesus calls us, as his disciples,
to a new way of life ~ the Christian
way of life ~ of which stewardship
is a part. The challenge, then, is to
understand our role ~ our vocation
~ and to respond generously to this
call from God . . . Christ calls each
of us to be stewards of our personal
vocations, which we receive from
God . . . (excerpt from A Disciples
Response)
Time and Talent Fair
November is stewardship
month at Christ the King. Last
weekend November fourth and
fifth we held our ninth annual Time
and Talent Fair, and it was an
outstanding success. This fair
provides our parish ministries with
an opportunity to share with our
entire faith community what each
individual ministry is doing. The
object of the fair is, of course, to
encourage others to join the various
ministries and to share their time
and talent with others. Ministry
members were on hand throughout
the fair to explain their programs to
those interested.
The booths were beautifully
decorated and prizes were awarded
to three of the ministries. Criteria
for judging included having
someone available at all times
during the fair to answer questions
and to share personal stories on
why this ministry is important to
them, as well as making up the
booth
attractively
and
meaningfully. A briefly written
history on the ministry, and/or any
personal interest stories written
about this ministry were also listed
in the brochure as items they are
interested in judging.
Although the prizes were
minimal, the spirit of competition
was great, but all in the spirit of
camaraderie and good fun. A list of
the winning booths and pictures
will be found in the next issue of
the Courier.

Photos taken at last year’s Time and Talent Fiar - see next issue for this year’s winning entries

Laughlin family story. It is such a
wonderful testimony of love and
faith that no one will fail to be
moved by hearing it a second time.
We are very fortunate that Ed,
April, Maureen and James were
Time and Talent Sign-up Sunday willing to spend their Thanksgiving
weekend with us and to share their
On the weekend of November family’s experience in stewardship.
18-19, parishioners will have an What an appropriate time for all of
opportunity to join those ministries to say “thanks be to God”.
which they feel will best suit their
December 2 and 3, 2000
interests and talents. Forms will be
passed out at each Mass to be filled
On the following weekend,
out and then collected. They will be December 2 and 3, we will be
contacted by a member of the asked to renew our tithing pledges,
ministry at the earliest opportunity. this will also provide an
Each of us has talent in some area – opportunity for those who have not
let us not let it go to waste. Join a previously made this commitment
ministry of your choosing today!
to join with their brothers and
sisters in Christ so that our parish
Treasure Talk
will continue to be the wonderful
faith community it has always
On November 25-26 Ed been.
Laughlin, Stewardship Director of
the Palm Beach, Florida Diocese,
Following all the Masses on
his wife April and two of their four Sunday,
December
3,
a
children, Maureen and James will complimentary full-breakfast will
share their personal journey in be served in the Parish Hall.
stewardship. Several members of Hopefully, you and all our
our stewardship committee have
been privileged to hear the parishioners will join in this
celebration of a job well done.
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A Retreat Not To Be Forgotten
by Monica Figueroa
As a parent of two teenagers Michael, 16, and Christen, 14, I am
proud to say I love LIFE TEEN, the
program which has brought life to
my teens (If you will!), as well as a
closer relationship with God and
my family. Also involved with
LifeTeen is my husband, Mike,
who plays the guitar in Music for
LIFE. It is this involvement with
Church that fuels my love for being
a “Parent for LIFE”(PFL).
The theme of this past retreat
was “The Great Adventure.” It was
held at Camp Cherry Lake in
Madison, Florida. We, the parents,
were clueless as to what was going
to happen throughout the weekend.
However, many a teen has
informed me that the highlight of
this special weekend was on
Saturday night, when our guest of
honor showed up at Adoration.
Jesus Christ was actually present at
the retreat! Although our Spiritual
Director, Father Ed Murphy played
the part of Jesus in a skit, I am
referring to the presence of Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament.
Keep in mind that as Parents for
Life, we were not included in the
activities, but were there in service.
Three U-Haul trucks were rented
for the purpose of luggage, food,
and decoration, and they were
driven by PFL members.
The retreat entails three groups
of people so it can come together.
The first group is the Core Team, a
group of young adults who are
grounded in the Catholic faith and
have a special love for our teens as
spiritual guides. Also vital to the
retreat experience is Music For
LIFE, a talented group of musicians
who share their beautiful voices
and musical gifts with us, in order
that we may bathe in the light that
is Christ’s love. If you have not
heard them before, I would suggest
that you make an effort to attend a
LIFE TEEN Mass.
The last group, which I am
proud to be a part of, is Parents For
LIFE. Most of us have teens that
attend LIFE TEEN Mass on
Sundays at 5 p.m. and attended this
past retreat weekend. Also, there
are the parents of younger children
that sacrifice their time and talents
for this weekend, hoping that LIFE
TEEN is still going strong when
their kids are older. Even still,
adults without children are
welcomed and encouraged to join.
Thanks to Jeanette Ghioto, our
LIFE TEEN event Coordinator,
everything runs smoothly during
our retreats, which are held twice
per year - about mid spring and
another at the end of the summer
(usually Labor Day weekend).
Some ask why we would plan a
retreat on a holiday weekend. Most
of the teens like the fact that after a
long weekend, they can enjoy being
home from school, surrounded by
their families. Since the teens have

Parents for Life had ‘kitchen duty’ during “The Great Adventure Retreat”

Parents for Life perform for LifeTeen
to survive on less sleep between
our late Friday afternoon departure
and return on Sunday for a
homecoming Mass at 5:00 p.m.,
Labor Day for most is resting at
home. As Life Teen has been here
for more than two years now, the
opening for the Labor Day
weekend retreats are quickly filled!
As the retreats approach,
Jeanette conducts PFL meetings in
the rectory after Sunday Mass to
discuss the theme of the retreat and
what will be needed to prepare for a
successful weekend. It seems that
we started to meet over a month
early for this past retreat. As the
weeks passed, the plans came
together like a huge jigsaw puzzle,
which by the end of the retreat,
was not in several pieces anymore.
It became a beautiful memory of
Christ’s
love
and
glory
demonstrated by all who had
participated in the entire weekend.
Some of the duties I had were
helping to unload the luggage
truck, empty garbage, take snacks
to the activity hall, as well as help

prepare and serve hot meals, all
with a smile. I received such
rewarding feedback from the teens
as I lifted my large serving spoon
and heard the kids say, “Hi, Mrs.
Figueroa!” and “Thank you,” as
they passed with a full plate. Frank
Japour does such a wonderful job
collecting food items in preparation
for about 150 people, including
teens, Core team, music group,
priest and parents. The menu
consisted of balanced, wholesome
(yummy) meals, including eggs,
sausage, pancakes, grits, fresh fruit,
hamburgers and hot dogs, potato
chips, barbeque chicken and ribs,
coleslaw, and even the best “dirt
cake” the teens ever ate! Most of it
was prepared from scratch on site.
All of the leftover food was
donated to the City Rescue Mission
upon our return to Jacksonville.
We barnstormed our way into a
master plan developed by John
Klinkenberg, who took charge of
the theme of the retreat weekend.
Thanks to Angela Christian and
Terry Miller, who had the tedious

but worthwhile duty of organizing
the
decorating
ideas
to
accommodate the retreat theme.
Our teens were to find a special
treasure by the end of their
adventurous
weekend.
And
wouldn’t you know it, they found
the love of Christ in themselves!
Nearing the end of the retreat, the
teens were called up in groups to
look inside of a treasure chest.
Peering over the edge, the teens
discovered a large mirror, reflecting
the real treasure of God.
Themselves!
Parents for LIFE thrives on
dedicated and loving Christians.
We are serious in providing a
backbone of support for the LIFE
TEEN activities. What an
enormous blessing we have in a
program that leads teens closer to
Christ! It is proof in my life that as
a reward for parental involvement
with this youth group, I am
enriched in my beliefs as a
Catholic. My own treasure is
stepping back and seeing my own
family grow in the love of Christ!!
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The Great Adventure

by John Klinkenberg
Our retreat started on Friday
evening at camp Cherry Lake. We
try to meet all the teens at their faith
level and we strive through the
sacraments to reach out and show
God’s awesome love to these
incredible teens. Our Midnight
Mass on Friday at the lake (yes
Midnight - actually it was 12:15
a.m. but no one was watching the
time) started us on our faith
adventure.
Saturday started early as we
prepared to go out and perform
service projects for the local
community as well as for the camp.
We had five talk/sharing sessions
throughout the weekend and also
had free time on Saturday
afternoon. We had an incredible
reconciliation service and followed

Life Teen is fun!
that with Midnight Adoration
around the blessed Eucharist. It is a
life changing experience to see
seventy-five youths kneeling in
reverence for an hour before our
Lord. The Holy Spirit always
enlightens all in the room.
On Sunday morning we greeted
the last portion of our adventure,
which would lead us to “the
Treasure chest” and our own
treasure, which we had searched for
throughout the weekend following
clues and leads from fellow
travelers in the adventure. As we
heard from Jesus (played by Father
Ed), we learned about the true
treasure that lies within ourselves.
As the Bible states, “I knew you
before I formed you in the womb,”
our Lord gave us all gifts to use in
our personal adventure called our
faith walk, which always should be

Parents for Life at Camp Cherry Lake

To All Our Friends
A Final Farewell - From the Waters

Catholic Scout Mass: Jarred Waters, Andrew Baker, Ben Waters,
Steven Gardner, Devin Gardner, Robert Vernon, June Gardner,
Fred Gardner, Caroline Gardner, Quinton Gardner, Donna Baker,
Brianna Waters, Belinda Waters
We wanted to take this Jared (you won’t believe this) has
opportunity to say a final farewell joined the cross country track
to all of our friends at Christ the team. Ben is, of course, back in
King Church. Belinda, Jared, Ben scouts (with the church) and will
and Brianna all miss their friends, transition from Webelos to Boy
and yes, even their school, very Scouts soon. Brianna found a Girl
much!
Scout troop at the church as well.
Finally, we are all back She has joined a dance troop and
together (and not just for is learning Irish Dancing (more
weekends.) We are still in the commonly known as Celtic
process of trying to figure out how Dancing). Belinda is, as usual,
we managed to accumulate so busy trying to stay on top of all of
much STUFF and where we are this and to be everywhere at once.
going to PUT IT!
In any event, here is our final
The kids are becoming (not really) farewell. We wish the
acclimated to their new school and best for all of you and the parish.
are actually beginning to like it. God Bless!

Some of the teens perform for Life Teen
focused on His ultimate gift, His our Lord Jesus and reach out to
those in need, to get out of our
son, Jesus Christ.
We ended our retreat with Mass comfort zone and touch those
at Christ the King. This is where we seeking His face.
It was my pleasure to lead this
find an entirely new group of
adventurers, some who have gone retreat. My heartfelt thanks go out
before us from whom we learn as in daily prayers for the leadership
we follow in their paths. These team, Core Team, LIFE Goes On,
adventurers are our parents, and of course our Parents for LIFE.
grandparents, priests and church I am able to say that in eighteen
community. I encourage all to come years of youth ministry, this group
to one LIFE TEEN Mass and share is by far the best. I am blessed to be
the
experience
from
your a part of this wonderful ministry
adventure. Our young people need and church community. May God
role models from our entire faith continue to bless us all.
community. Let us take notes from
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LIFE TEEN Introduces The Erica O’Donoghue

Vocations
Discernment Fund
by Catherine O’Donoghue and
Robert Riker
LIFE TEEN has established a
vocations discernment fund for
those active in the LIFE TEEN
program who may be discerning a
religious vocation. This fund was
established by the O’Donoghue
family and LIFE TEEN and, we
believe, made possible through the
intercession of Erica O’Donoghue.
Erica O’Donoghue attended
LIFE TEEN in its earliest days in
1998. Tragically, she died in an
automobile accident on October 12,
1998, while on her way to school.
At the time of her death, Erica was
praying a novena to St. Therese of
Lisieux, The Little Flower to whom
she had a great devotion. We like to
think that Erica is now one of St.
Therese’s “Little Helpers” storming
heaven for an increase in vocations.
Father Dale Fushek, founder of
LIFE TEEN, says we don’t have a
vocations crisis in this country, we
have a response crisis. We pray that
through the intercession of these
two saintly women that more of our
young men and women will
respond with a resounding YES!
In her mother’s own words
we’d like to introduce you to Erica
O’Donoghue.
“Erica Lindsey O’Donoghue
was born in this world on
December 4, 1981. As a little girl
she was filled with sweetness and
laughter. Like all children she had
to learn to share and cooperate. But
she was not shy to point out when
others needed to learn from the
same lesson, which she did in
kindergarten when her classmates
failed to make room for her at circle
time.
In fourth grade she was in a
class with several students who had
very difficult struggles learning.
Erica learned that they were not
that much different from her after
all, and that she could be a friend
with everyone. Erica had her own
struggles in life but she never let
them get her down for very long.
She especially loved to laugh and
play and be involved with
everyone. Her sixth grade teacher
called her his “little class mom”
because she was always busy
helping someone, even if the job
was cleaning out a desk.
She was imbued with more than
her share of courage that enabled
her to rush into each new
experience with great enthusiasm.
Even the mundane moments of life
were turned into adventures when
Erica was involved. She was
talkative and silly, qualities she
didn’t leave behind as she grew.
She loved snow and water.
Anything she did always involved
screaming and squealing and
helpless laughter. She loved to
make people smile. When she was
little, her dream was to be a
comedian like Lucille Ball when
she grew up.

As they often do, middle school
and
high
school
brought
difficulties, the most painful for
Erica being misunderstandings
with her treasured friends. As she
turned to God for help, tentatively
at first, she found that He was
concerned with all the details of her
life. As she saw Him working out
the problems in her life, her faith
became deeper and her confidence
in Him grew. She was so grateful
for His help. To Erica, God was and
is AWESOME.
Every new day became an
awesome new day with Him. She
tried to do everything He asked of
her, even eagerly tithing on her
babysitting money, simply because
she wanted to make Him smile too.
She trusted Him completely for
everything from the right words to
say to bring His love to someone, to
the right date for Homecoming. His
will and His ways were always
best.
One day, shortly before she
died, Erica was very serious. She
told me she was trying to figure out
why she hadn’t given her witness to
one particular girl at school. It
seemed that she had prepared a
witness that she was giving to all
the people she knew at school. She
said she wasn’t at all afraid of being
rejected, although she was sure that
this girl would reject her, so she
really wasn’t sure what had stopped
her. She left me wondering just
who she had given her witness to.
After she died, I learned from
her friends that she was always
talking about God. One of her
coworkers recently wrote about
Erica’s witness: “Erica and I knew
each other through work and that
was about it. We worked as
lifeguards at Julington Creek
Plantation, the pool where ‘families
come first.’ Erica held this true to
heart and she always had wonderful
stories to tell about her family. (Not
because her family was so perfect,
but because Erica had learned to
overlook the bad and focus on
appreciating the good.) Erica was
also religious and had no problems
discussing religion with anyone;
she was always open to new things
and I remember how she loved to
talk. In addition to working
together, we were also competitors
in swimming.
I can remember her dedication
to the sport and how she practiced
before and after workouts. She
always went the extra mile because
she did not think a mediocre job
was good enough; it was the most
amazing thing I’ve seen. Her smile
and laughter could brighten
anyone’s day, even if they were in
the worst mood. She had this
genuine simplicity about her that in
some way made her not so
‘simple’, but on the other hand,
stand above and beyond everyone
else.
People knew her as the girl who
never met a stranger and the one
who never gave up until she got
what she wanted. I admire her for

Give e
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everything she gave, accomplished
and was made of. She helped me
grow as a person and realize that
you shouldn’t take things for
granted, especially your friends and
family.
On the day before she died,
Erica spoke with her friends about
heaven, about what they thought it
would be like. She told them all
that she was not afraid to die.
“Greater love has no one than this,
that he lay down his life for his
friends.” -John 15:13. Whether or
not this is what she actually did, her
friends all agree that there is no
doubt that Erica loved them and
Him very much.
To any of you who feel the call
of Jesus to follow Erica in
belonging to Him and laying down
your life every day for Him, she
would emphatically say DO NOT
BE AFRAID! HE IS AWESOME!
She makes one promise to you. You
will find GREAT JOY!
We owe a debt of gratitude to
God, Our Blessed Mother, to Erica,
to LIFE TEEN, and Christ the King
Parish. Erica spent some of her last
precious hours on this earth at LIFE

TEEN Mass. We will never forget
the intense love and joy which
almost visibly glowed on her face
when she came home. She had
learned at LIFE TEEN that October
is the month of the Rosary. She
went around and invited all of us to
pray the Rosary with her that night.
This is one of the happiest
memories of our life with her. We
are certain that it was also a
perpetual invitation to pray the
Rosary with her always. An
invitation which was extended to
all when she died the next morning,
in the morning of her life, with her
Rosary in her hands.
We invite all of you to say the
Rosary with Erica and with us.
We believe that, through the
intercessions
of
Erica
O’Donoghue, St. Therese, and the
O’Donoghue and LIFE TEEN
families, we can “storm heaven”
for these young people and their
possible religious vocations.
The shortest distance between a
problem and a solution is the
distance between your knees and
the floor.
The one who kneels to the Lord
can stand up to anything.

Page 40

Christ the King Courier

The B.I.B.L.E.

A father was approached by his
small son, who told him proudly, “I
know what the Bible means!”
His father smiled and replied,
“What do you mean, you know
what the Bible means?”
The son replied, “I do know!”

“Okay,” said his father. “So,
Son, what does the Bible mean?”
“That’s easy, Daddy. It stands
for Basic Information Before
Leaving Earth!”(I think he’s GOT
it !!)

Volunteers!
Where Two or More are Gathered,
Great Things Do Happen ...
by Donna M. Simons
As the students entered the
doors on August 23, there was that
extra sense of pride for the hard
work that was completed by the
volunteers only days prior to the
opening of our school. Our time
and talent was in full swing at
Christ the King School. The chatter
was cheerful as we all worked so
hard to prepare the school for our
children. We cleaned the dusty
rooms (boy, were they dusty!),
mopped the floors, scraped and
scrubbed the bathrooms.

What a blessing to watch and
listen to our wonderful volunteers.
Their extended hands of friendship
made the work go by so quickly
and joyfully. I know each and every
person that helped felt such pride
and ownership of their new school
at Christ the King.
I want to say “thank you” to
every one who contributed their
much needed time and talent to
complete the school addition. I also
want to say a special “thank you” to
those who worked that didn’t have
children in the school. What a
blessing you are!

November, 2000

Defending the Faith

by Robert Riker
Every third Thursday, from 7 8 p.m., at Holy Spirit Catholic
Church, high school teens are
invited to join LIFE TEEN in
“Defending the Faith.” This
enthusiastic and candid discussion
group gives teens the tools for
understanding and defending (if
need be) the Catholic Church.
Topics range from “What Mary’s
role is within the Church” to
“Angels: the difference between

the good and the bad,” and
everything in between.
“Defending the Faith” is all
about apologetics. It is geared to
give
the
teens
a
better
understanding of the Church’s
teachings and Her views on
different topics. For when deeper
wisdom is gained, with regards to
our faith, then a deeper
appreciation is formed. We invite
all high school teens to come and to
participate in “Defending the
Faith.”

R.E.A.L.

First Saturday Mass
submitted by Phyllis Bauman
The First Saturday of the
month, Mass is said in the chapel.
Following the Mass, the Rosary is
prayed. Years back it used to be the
Guild president would start the
Rosary, followed by the rest of the
ladies and anyone else in church.
This wonderful honor to our
Blessed Mother continues today.

When I look around, I see some
of the original ladies who still
attend the First Saturday of the
month Mass. Maybe they think it is
just for certain people to stay.
Maybe when they read this, they
will feel welcome to spend another
fifteen minutes to pray with us.
What a wonderful way to start the
weekend.

Just For Fun
by Robert Riker
Just For Fun (JFF) has been just
that. FUN! On the second
Wednesday of every month, LIFE
TEEN invites teens from all high
schools, and faiths, to participate in
different activities with several
Core Members and LIFE Goes On
Members. We meet at Assumption
Catholic Church from 7 - 9 p.m.
Over the past few months we
have played Ultimate Frisbee two
consecutive times. The first time
the Core Team won over the teens.
The second time, well, the teens
rallied and knocked the socks off

the Core Team. We have also
played
softball,
volleyball,
basketball, several versions of flag
football and many other great
games that require everyone’s
participation.
As you can probably imagine,
JFF is a great way to hang out,
relax and just enjoy yourself. JFF is
open to all teens from all high
schools and we encourage
everyone to come, to participate,
and to bring a friend. The future
holds many new and exciting
games that have yet to be played
that you’ll have to experience
firsthand. You don’t want to miss
out on the action!

Rebecca and Phil Militante
by Rebecca and Phil Militante
Dating, relationships, sex,
chastity, boyfriends, and girlfriends
are the topics that most teens think
about daily. It’s what high school
students talk about on the phone, at
lunch, in the hallways between
classes and whenever it comes to
mind. Since teens are talking about
it, then we want to focus on it.
That’s exactly what we do at
REAL.
REAL began Tuesday, Oct. 3 at
Assumption Church. It is held in
the Activity Center from 7:00-8:15
p.m. the first Tuesday of every
month. Phil and Rebecca Militante
lead a discussion group to tackle
everything relating to dating and
chastity.
With so many different ideas
out there about dating, where’s a

teen to turn for the truth?
Thankfully, we just need to turn to
the church for the unbiased truth in
this area. At REAL meetings, we
learn the truth and discuss how to
live it.
Every teen who attends a
meeting receives a free copy of the
book REAL LOVE by Mary Beth
Bonacci. A typical session includes
prayer, a 20 minute video, and in
depth discussions. Each meeting
builds upon the theme from the
previous one, so teens are strongly
encouraged to attend every month.
All high school teens are
welcome. Bring your friends, bring
any questions and bring an open
mind. Come join us to learn more
about the gift of your sexuality and
how to respect it. You deserve to
know the truth.
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THE GREATEST OF
ADVENTURES

by Katie Herndon
The Great Adventure was our
Life Teen theme and with a love of
God and each other, we embarked
on a journey that not only brought
us closer to ourselves but, more
importantly, to God. From skits to
videos we definitely had fun but
we also learned more about our
beliefs and our faith. We laughed
together, cried together, and, most
of all prayed to our God together.
Friday night we celebrated a
beautiful candlelit Mass by the lake
and after evening prayers we
turned in. We woke up early
Saturday morning and resumed our
adventure. After a wonderful
breakfast prepared by the Parents
for LIFE, we were energized and
ready for a day of fun and
fellowship.
Saturday held many surprises.
One was a service project. Some of
the groups, including mine, piled
into buses and headed for town. On
our first stop we met an elderly
woman who greeted us with open
arms and a loving smile. Two
groups grabbed their shovels and
rakes and got to work on her front
yard. Our next stop wasn’t as
inviting, but we were up for the
challenge. The elderly couple was
in their 90’s and a little hesitant
about letting teenagers work in
their yard. By the end of the day,
the two houses looked fabulous
and everyone’s heart was
rejuvenated with a sense of
accomplishment.
The rest of the groups cleaned
up the camp where we were
staying to help the place where we
visit God twice a year stay clean
and pleasing to Him.
Later that night, we had
confession and adoration, taking
time to reflect on ourselves and the
life we had been living. By bedtime
we were exhausted and went
straight to sleep so we would be
ready for another day.
Sunday we wrapped up the
weekend and learned that the thing
we were looking for all along
during our “great adventure” was
inside us, and, no matter where else
we look, it is and will always be
within us. God was definitely
present and an active member
through the whole retreat and has
stayed with me since. I learned that
one way others can learn about
God is through me, and it is my job
to show the way to Him. If I don’t,
who will?

Page 41

Page 42

Christ the King Courier

November, 2000

LIFE TEEN - Get to Know Us
by Ann Semper
We know the faces of the Core
Team, Life Goes On and Music for
Life, but how well do we know the
person? As a parent, I pray for these
incredibly wonderful people who
give so unselfishly of their time to
our teens and to the LIFE TEEN
program. Below you will enjoy
getting to know three wonderful
members. Each one of them is
unique, has a special story to tell
and has a genuine love for God and
our teens.

Robert Riker, Core Team
Member
Robert was born and raised in
Jacksonville, and baptized here at
Christ the King. He attended Christ
the King and Bishop Kenny High
School. Robert worked for Alliance

Mortgage Company for several
years before accepting a permanent
position with LIFE TEEN. Robert
is assistant to LIFE TEEN
coordinator, Nancy Powers. He
assists Nancy in the day-to-day
administrative functions of the
program – yes, there is a lot to do!
Robert’s favorite vacation is
white water rafting in the
Tennessee Mountains and says his
“dream job” is now a reality. He
has always wanted to work for God
while serving in youth ministry and
LIFE TEEN has provided this
dream.
The person who influenced him
the most is his mother, Susan. “As
a widowed parent with three
children, my mother provided our
family with more love, happiness,
joy, peace and laughter than most
families that I knew while growing
up. She is more loved than she will
ever know. Never has she been just
my mother, she is my role model
and my best friend.”
Robert became involved in
LIFE TEEN after someone
mentioned to him that that they
were starting a new youth program
at Christ the King. He says that the
best part of LIFE TEEN is the
teens. “They are so wonderful to
work with and they have so much
to offer the Church. Each teen has
individual talents and gifts. It is an
honor to serve them.

Although LIFE TEEN is
designed for teens, the core
members receive so much, as they
watch the teens grow in their faith,
and this allows us to see what we
do as a team, for the glory of God.”
Robert says that he has learned a lot
more about his faith and the
Church’s doctrine while preparing
for Life Nights.

TEEN (because I would want them
to meet the Pope…No food fight,
guys)! One paramedic, because
with all of these people, I am sure
to choke from all the excitement!

Fun Facts (for the teens)
Favorite Meal: Chicken Fried
Rice and Chicken Nuggets from the
Wok-N-Roll Chinese restaurant.
For a more balanced life…”I
should eat my Wheaties!”
Last movie I saw: The Sixth
Sense – 8 times!
Hobbies: Photography, scenic
drives on country back roads and
spending time with God on the
Tony Steve, Director,
dock at Marywood.
Music for Life
“If you could host a dinner
Tony grew up in Orange Park
party and invite anyone you
wanted, living or deceased, who and attended Orange Park High
would you choose?” The Pope – School. He received his Bachelors
because he is the Man! My mother Degree in Music from JU, Masters
– because she is the WOman! My in Music from Ithaca College and
future wife – because she is out has a graduate degree from City
University in New York. Tony was
there somewhere!
My entire family – because a regular member of the
they are so much fun. The entire Jacksonville Symphony for 13
Core Team – because they are like years.
family. My friends – because they
Continued On Page 43
are my friends and would be mad if
I didn’t, The teens from LIFE

Alicia’s Wedding

LIFE TEEN

LIFE TEEN Core Member
Gets Married

Begins Young Vincentian Program

Top L-R: Mitch Marsh, Corey Layton, Robert Riker,
Angel Corales, Mrs. Brown, and Jimmy Byers
Bottom L-R: Brandon Keel and Kara Holtz
Matthew Klinkenberg, Katie Herndon, Kara Holtz,
Emi Gonzalez-Chavez, Alicia, Kristina Kharman,
Catherine Bekkedal, and Melissa Balaguer
by Robert Riker
On Saturday, Sept. 9, 2000,
Alicia Villotti and Willie Alligood
were united in the Sacrament of
Holy Matrimony. They declared
their love for each other during the
Holy Mass celebrated by Father Ed
Murphy at Assumption Catholic
Church. The groom and bride were

joined by many of their family and
friends in a beautiful ceremony of
love.
The LIFE TEEN family wishes
Alicia and Willie Alligood all the
best in their new life together as
one. We wish them all of God’s
blessings for peace and joy in their
ongoing celebration of love!

by Robert Riker
The LIFE TEEN program has
started a Young Vincentian
Program. This program will allow
the youth to be involved in service
projects of various types. The
program will offer two service
projects per month in which the
teens will have an opportunity to
participate.
Recently, some teens with LIFE
TEEN took part in building a house
for Habijax. On a recent Saturday,
the teens worked from 6:30 a.m.

until 4:30 p.m. painting interior
walls, laying sod, and landscaping
on one house, while roofing and
insulating on another house. These
teens poured their hearts and souls
in the work that they did for those
less fortunate, while enjoying the
fellowship with others and learning
something new.
If you are interested in taking
part in the Young Vincentian
Program, or would like to find out
more, please call LIFE TEEN at
398-1961.
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Continued From Page 42
Outside of liturgical music,
Tony has worked with Aretha
Franklin, worked on Broadway,
toured Europe with Chorus Line
and toured Israel with an opera. His
mother was Baptist and his father,
Greek Orthodox/Catholic.
Tony’s favorite vacation spot is
Elizabeth
Point
Lodge
in
Fernandina Beach and his dream
job would be, in addition to LIFE
TEEN, to do liturgical music in a
parish, and be able to teach
percussion at JU as well as work in
the composition of music.
The person who influenced
Tony the most, was his mother.
“She wanted me involved with
church music on any level since my
childhood. For a while, I left it
completely, but since teaching
music at San Jose Catholic School,
and LIFE TEEN, I realized that I
was avoiding my calling.” He says
it was a classic case of the Jonah
Syndrome – avoiding the call.
Tony became involved in LIFE
TEEN when Bernie Sans and
Nancy Powers called to see if he
was interested. What he likes best

about LIFE TEEN is seeing the wanted, living or deceased, who
kids sing. “I know it’s corny, but would you choose?” The World!!
when they sing and participate in
the Mass, I am hopeful that they
will come away with a more
spiritual understanding of the
ritual.”
Since joining the LIFE TEEN
program, Tony says he has been
able to work on self-development,
such as growing more patient. He
says he tries to live more for the
service of the music, than how the
music would serve him. He says,
“music is my bliss to follow and
now that I am finally doing it for
the right reasons, I enjoy it all the
Angie Miller, Core Team
more.”
Member
Fun Facts (for the teens)
Favorite Meal: Anything with
Pesto!!
For a more balanced life…”I
should slow down!
Last movie I saw: Chicken
Run – I love animation!
Hobbies: Running and reading
philosophy.
“If you could host a dinner
party and invite anyone you

What My Mother Taught Me...
Anonymous

who don’t have wonderful parents
like you do!”

My mother taught me LOGIC:
“Because I said so, that’s why.”

My mother taught me TO
APPRECIATE A JOB WELL
My
mother
taught
me DONE: “If you’re going to kill
FORESIGHT: “Make sure you each other, do it outside – I just
wear clean underwear, in case finished cleaning!”
you’re in an accident.”
My
mother
taught
me
RELIGION:
My mother taught me IRONY:
“Keep crying and I’ll give you “You better pray that that will come
out of the carpet.”
something to cry about.”
My mother taught me OSMOSIS: My mother taught me about TIME
“Shut your mouth and eat your TRAVEL: “If you don’t straighten
up, I’m going to knock you into the
supper.!”
middle of next week!”
My mother taught my about
STAMINA: “You’ll sit there ‘til all
that spinach is finished.”
My mother taught me about
WEATHER: “It looks as if a
cyclone swept through your room.”
My mother taught me how to solve
PHYSICS PROBLEMS: “If I
yelled because I saw a meteor
coming toward you; would you
listen then?”
My mother taught me about
HYPOCRISY: “If I’ve told you
once, I’ve told you a million times
– don’t exaggerate!”
My mother taught me THE
CIRCLE OF LIFE: “I brought
you into this world, and I can take
you out.”
My mother taught me about
BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION:
“Stop acting like your father!”
My mother taught me about
ENVY:
“There are millions of less
fortunate children in this world

Angie was born in Nashville,
Tennessee – two months premature
and weighing only three pounds.
Complications from her premature
birth resulted in brain damage,
resulting in a condition called
Cerebral Palsy. This brain damage
affected the part of her brain that
controls her walking, so this is why
you see Angie using her nifty mode
of transportation at LIFE TEEN
Masses.
Angie
graduated
from
Sandalwood High School and
presently attends FCCJ. She works
part-time at the Center for
Independent Living and shares a
house with her 77 year old
roommate, who also happens to be
her grandmother. Although Angie’s
home parish is Assumption, LIFE
TEEN has made Christ the King
her second home.
Angie’s favorite vacation spot
is anywhere her family travels.
Memorable trips that she will
cherish are a pilgrimage to
Lourdes, France and a cruise to
Mexico with 35 relatives. Angie’s
“dream job” would be to do
missionary work in Jamaica or
Haiti. Her aunt has visited there and
shared with her that in spite of the
poverty they live in, these people

have an incredible love for the
Lord.
The person(s) who influenced
her life the most, are her parents,
“for reasons too numerous to
mention.”
Angie became involved in
LIFE TEEN after high school while
searching for a connection with the
Church where she would fit in. Her
parents heard about this new
program and after a couple of
meetings, she was hooked.
What she likes best about LIFE
TEEN is “having the opportunity to
take such an active role in shaping
the Church of the future. I love the
teens and I especially love the
adults I have been blessed to work
with.” Since joining LIFE TEEN,
Angie says “preparing for the Life
Nights and the retreats has not only
given me a deeper understanding of
our Catholic faith, but it has also
given me a reason and purpose, a
way to give back to my Lord for all
the wonderful blessings He has
given me.”
Fun Facts (for the teens)
Favorite Meal: Anything
Italian!!
For a more balanced life…I
should devote more time to
studying the scripture.
Last movie I saw: Shang Hai
Noon with Jackie Chan – it makes
me laugh.
Hobbies: Listening and singing
along with music, working with
LIFE TEEN, surfing the net and
going out with my friends. She says
she has a secret desire to sing
harmony with Wendy and Ashleigh
and Music for Life!
“If you could host a dinner
party and invite anyone you
wanted, living or deceased, who
would you choose ?” An unusual
bunch - Jesus Christ, Mother
Teresa, Pope John Paul II, Einstein,
Christopher Reeves, Ann Frank, St.
Francis of Assisi and Oprah
Winfrey.
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Serving God and Country
An Interview With Monsignor Joseph R. Lamonde
Monsignor: Well, more so, a
feather in the cap of Rear Admiral
Terpstra, the Submarine Group 10
Commander
and
Captain
Yourstone, Kings Bay Submarine
Base (SUBBASE) Commanding
Officer. These two gentlemen are
actually responsible for the overall
quality of life at Kings Bay.
Religious Ministries is but one of
their many staffs. The Religious
Ministry staff and I are responsible
for the religious development of
our folks, and the spiritual
development of their quality of life.
The
vice
admiral
was
inspecting the base-wide quality of
life support and programs, which
included the subset, if you will, of
the Religious and Spiritual quality
of life. He was exceedingly pleased
with the overall quality of life on
the SUBMARINE BASE as well as
our small contribution and vision or
the future.
CTKC: You have referred to
yourself as a “traditionalist.” Will
you go into this some?
Monsignor: Well, labels are
difficult since some folks are
traditional in one way, conservative
in another and liberal in still other
ways. When I say I’m a
traditionalist, I refer to my filial
devotion to the Holy Father and the
teachings of Holy Mother, the
Church.
In my humble opinion there are
many who call themselves
Catholic, but are estranged from
orthodoxy. For example there is a
group that calls itself “Catholics for
Choice.” One can never, never be
pro-abortion and be Catholic at the
same time!
I am most traditional in regard
to the celebration of the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass. I believe
we’re there to adore the presence of
Jesus Christ and not necessarily to
enjoy
a
social
function.
Community activity, socials etc. all those things are wonderful
because we are called to be a joyful
community, but, in my opinion,
they have their place outside of the
confines of Sacred Time and
Sacred Space.
I firmly believe Holy Mass
must be celebrated with dignity,
proper decorum, and with profound
respect and reverence for the
Blessed Sacrament. I truly believe
the Lord is greatly honored when
we are mindful of His Divine
Presence and outwardly express in
posture, attire and behavior what
we say we inwardly believe.

I would also add that my
personal devotion to the Blessed
Mother is traditional. I was taught
and firmly believe that no man ever
makes it to the Altar of Jesus Christ
without devotion to His Blessed
Mother. And once there, he can
never remain at that Altar as priest
without a continued devotion to the
Blessed Mother. She is the mother
of our Lord, of our Church, and Her
Son is the Eternal High Priest.
Those of us who are called to be
priest must have a solid devotion to
Her in order to focus on Her Son.
CTKC: A recent newspaper article
alluded to the need for a shift from
doctrinal religion to a more
universal form of spirituality. How
do you respond to this?
Monsignor: Dominus Jesus, the
most recent declaration from
Rome, endorsed by the Holy
Father, speaks of the unique nature
of the Roman Catholic Church and
the fact that there is no salvation
outside the Church of Jesus Christ.
It validates and reinforces the
ageless standing of the Church’s
belief that one religion is not as
good as any other religion. We, as a

Christian community, are called to
be evangelical - to go forth, to
teach, to preach, to teach and to
baptize.
Therefore, our focus has to be
to evangelization - to bring people
the good news that Jesus Christ is
Lord and Savior. Whenever we
water down the uniqueness of Jesus
Christ as the ultimate expression of
God our Father in human form
(what we call the Incarnation - God
becomes human) so that we can
have a greater common spiritual
brotherhood, this is counter to the
mandate from Jesus Christ!
We have come, on many fronts,
to an era of political correctness,
saying nothing that will be deemed
offensive. Thus we oftentimes
don’t speak the truth in its totality
lest we alienate. Instead, we water
it down, package it differently so
that people can find it more
palatable. And what happens is that
we have a “vanilla” theology and
doctrine, instead of the richness of
the truth of the Gospel that calls all
men and women to a new way of
life. That call is going to be
offensive to some people.
To speak the truth is going to
turn some people away because

when the truth is spoken it’s like a
mirror. Sometimes we see we are
not what we’re supposed to be and
the truth, then, irritates us. Why?
Because it “convicts” us.
When we are convicted by the
Word of God, it means we
recognize that we need to change
certain things in ourselves so that
we can come under the law of Jesus
Christ. This posture and teaching of
the Church is not mealy-mouthed;
not vanilla; not watered down - it is
Truth and life changing!
CTKC: What precept or advice
have you for our spiritual
edification?
Monsignor: We know what we’re
supposed to do, yet sometimes we
fail to do those things. Never forget
we can turn to Christ and His
unconditional love. It doesn’t
matter where we’ve been or what
we’ve done wrong. Jesus loves us
and if we respond to that love, we
will be forgiven. That’s the joy and
the beauty of the Good News and
the unchanging Truth preached by
Holy Mother, the Church for two
millennia.

