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The Opportunity of a Lifetime Campaign

Campaign Prayer

Blessed are you, loving and merciful God.

You gave us Jesus to be our Savior and Friend,
our Brother and Redeemer.

Jesus sends us as members of His body, the Church,
to be His presence in service to our brothers and sisters.

Everything we are, and everything we have,
are gifts from You and meant to be shared.

May all members of our diocese respond with enthusiasm
to our Jubilee Year Capital Campaign,

The Opportunity of a Lifetime,
for our children, for our faith, for our future,

and give generously to meet the educational needs
of children and ongoing support for vocations.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, your Son and Savior 
who loves us and sends us in His name.

Amen
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2001 - We have finally entered
into the New Millennium! WOW! -
and this is our first issue of the
year. We hope you like it. Please
feel free to tell us  what you think
of it!

In this issue you will find many
interesting articles on events that
took place during Advent and
Christmas, such as our beautiful
midnight Mass, the Advent Tree
Project, and L’Arche Harbor
House’s Living Nativity at St.
Catherine’s.

November was Stewardship
Month at Christ the King. Included
in this issue are pictures of the
Time and Talent booth winners as

well as our ongoing article
“Characteristics of Stewardship by
Eileen Porter.  Look for
Confirmation, school news,
LIFETEEN news and an article on
the Mark Forrest Concert.

I was happy to see “Harbor
House - On The Road” in my neck
of the woods. They did a marvelous
job on stage at St. Catherine’s!
Congratulations! 

Check the paper for news of
your favorite ministry. If it isn’t
there  perhaps you could submit an
article or ask someone in the group
to write one for the next issue of the
Courier. If you have an event you
would like to see in the paper,
please don’t be shy, submit it!

A Conversation
with Father Bob

by Mickey Kenny

Father Robert McDermott gave
me a good deal of his valuable time
to discuss areas important to him
and to our parish, Christ the King
Church. A common thread ran
through the entire talk:
stewardship.  Of course, Christ the
King is known for being a
stewardship parish because
Monsignor Danaher took the
initiative in having no tuition for
those students in our school who
tithe their time, talent and treasure.
That was wonderful then, and it is
still wonderful today. How grateful
we are to know that at Christ the
King our parishioners do not have
to worry about providing their
children with a good, Catholic
education.  

Father McDermott talked about
the cornerstones of this Catholic
education saying it requires us to
provide:

1.  a secure environment; 
2.  a fast education track of good 

quality; 
3.  a strong foundation in ethics, 

values, and morals; and 
4.  discipline with love.

This is a tall order for each of
us.  But we are, obviously, able to
achieve these goals through
working together and through
stewardship.

Everything he spoke about in
our talk concerned his appreciation
of the time, talent, and treasure this
parish extends in so many needed
areas. We spoke specifically of four
areas: stewardship; our continuing
school renovation ~ Phase 2;
ongoing revamping of our campus
(in particular the new upholstery in
the church choir pews); and the
upcoming season of Lent.

Stewardship

Father McDermott, as part of a
twelve-member group, attended the
International Catholic Jubilee
Stewardship Conference in
Washington, D.C., from November
12-15, 2000. This conference of
1600 people from around the
country was designed to be a
sharing of the experience, strength,
and hope of all stewardship
committees in order to support and
encourage a dedicated group of
workers who do so much to help
maintain our churches and support
the Catholic educational system –
in Father McDermott’s words, “a
way to charge our batteries on all
that stewardship means to our
parishes and the church as a
whole.”

The timing was exceptional
because it coincided with the
National Conference of Catholic
Bishops. The group was able to
attend a Mass concelebrated by 200
Bishops and with the homily on
stewardship for the benefit of those
attending the stewardship
conference.  

In all the areas of particular
interest and importance at this time,
it is stewardship which will have to
play a major role. “There is no
other way we can accomplish the
goals and meet the challenges of
our parish.”

We are a tithing parish.  This
does not relate to money alone; we
each must give our time and our
talents for the service to our Lord
and for the needs of our church.

Please note: This issue of the
Courier has several stewardship
articles. Don’t miss the in-depth
articles on the convention, this
issues on-going article on the
Characteristics of Stewardship
and other information regarding
Christ the King’s stewardship
drive, (which took place in
November), the upcoming Bishop
Stewardship Appeal, and the
Opportunity of a Lifetime.

Phase 2

“Look at the work already done
for Phase 2 of Christ the King’s
school building and reconstruction.
Volunteers have demolished walls
and old, divided spaces in the
library have given way to a large,
open space as the first step toward
the rebuilding and enlarging of the
library and the computer area
which is dedicated to Sister
Therese in thanks and appreciation
for the years she has spent in
service to our students.

“We must get our research
areas into ‘state-of-the-art’
condition in order to provide our
current as well as future students
with the best possible
opportunities” Father Bob stated.

Bill Damato, Arthur Meunier
and his son Danny, Chris Marlier
(whose plan it is to soon be one of
Father Tetlow’s seminarians!), Jim
Middleton, and Troupe Turner
worked – and I do mean worked –
to demolish the walls in three old
classrooms and the old library. 

The goal was to make a large,
open space where students will be
able to research in one place all the
books, periodicals, computers, and
everything else this new world
demands of us. There will also be a
quiet area for the youngest of the
primary grades to work as well.

By working Monday through
Wednesday for three weeks, these
men gave their time and talent
(well really more strength,
willingness,  and persistence than
talent!) to the pulling up of rugs,
the removal of large and heavy
jalousie windows, the breaking up
of walls, the sawing of concrete
blocks, and the hand lifting,
loading, and carrying of
wheelbarrows full of rubble.
Imagine: they filled TWO
dumpsters to the brim with all that
they did. 

Continued on Page 14

l-r: Tony Trotti, Sister Therese and Judy Koziolek
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What’s Happening
Welcome: We woud like to welcome the following

individuals and families to Christ the King
Community

Baptisms: We Would like to announce the following people
who were recently baptized into the Catholic
Church

Deaths: The following people are recently deceased members
of our parish for whom we offer our special prayers.

Dr. Ed Schelonka, together with his
wife & son regularly joined us for
the 8:15 a.m. Mass at Christ The
King. When he retired, they moved
to Belize in Central America and
provide medical service there. The
following is an extract from a
recent letter to Fr. Carey.

Dear Family and Friends:

Christmas 2000

May the peace of Jesus Christ
be with you all during this blessed
time of the year. We pray that you
and your loved ones are safely
under His care.

As you can see, we’ve moved.
After much prayer and submitting
ourselves to His will, we decided to
reach out to a third world country
that was in need of our work. In
addition to primary care medicine
we are offering natural cancer
therapy. The accumulated and
intense current research (with more
than 500 published papers in this
area) provides a basis for cellular,
tissue and organ life enhancing
alternatives to the cellular, tissue
and organ damage, destruction and
killing of chemotherapy and
radiation treatment.

We packed the things we
wanted to take into a 40 foot
“container” that was trucked to
Miami, placed on a ship, carried to
the port of Belize City and
delivered to our house in Ladyville
(13 miles northwest of Belize City)
in excellent condition. We rented a
2 story building in Belize City and
using portable dividers, arranged
the downstairs into a Medical
Office keeping the kitchen area
separate. We opened our “Good
News Medical Clinic” on 10
October, ten days after Hurricane
Keith hit Belize. It left 32 inches of
rain causing an almost immediate
flooding of 5 inches in our house in
Ladyville. That water receded
within 18 hours. The huge runoff
from all the Belize lowlands moved
slowly from the northwest and ten
days later raised the water in our
house to 6 ½ inches that stayed for
10 more days. We picked up our
immediate belongings and moved
into the upstairs and partial
downstairs of our office. Since then
we made a dozen trips to gradually
empty out the house through thigh-
deep water. Some furniture was
carried by hand by very willing and
dedicated workers we hired.
Appliances were carried by a
special agricultural tractor and
trailer and the rest remained until
we could get back in with a
conventional truck. Insurance
adjustments for the damages are in
progress. After thanking the Lord
for giving us this previously
unused second floor space at the
office, we are settling into our 3

bedroom, 3 bath, living room and
dining room office/home.

Mary continues as our office
manager filling in as receptionist
and office nurse while our practice
is beginning to grow. Ed has been
seeing patients at the Sisters of
Mercy Medical Clinic in Belize
City for the poor, elderly and
disadvantaged. These are
scheduled as half days Monday
through Fridays. The Clinic also
has a program to reach the people
living in small rural villages near
Belize City. Ed went on two field
trips as part of a team to help these
people with their medical needs
after the hurricane. Throughout the
country there have been some cases
of Dengue Fever and Leptospirosis
but fortunately these have not
resulted in serious illness or
complications.

We have all enjoyed the
beautiful Catholic religious culture
here with Eastern Caribbean
hymns, spiritual warmth and ethnic
sharing. Many of the citizens of
Belize are very close to God. We
have gotten to know some of the
Jesuit priests and their staff of St.
John’s college, the Sisters of Mercy
and their staff of the Medical Clinic
and St. Catherine’s High School for
Girls, and Sisters of other orders
along with many beautiful lay
volunteers.

Joseph is attending Belize
Elementary School with Catholic
prayers and Catholic Religion
being taught by lay teachers. He
seems to be adapting well to the
change from the sixth grade he
would have been in to the British
System Standard Four Level that he
is in right now. His grades have
been very good.

We had an outing to the large
Mayan ruins at Altun Ha about 26
miles north of Belize City, and
marveled at their ingenuity,
planning and building skills. We’ve
also been watching slow progress
in attempting to dredge out the
ocean bottom to make a base for a
concrete pedestal for a proposed
swimming area on the coast just
west of Belize City. We want to get
up into the tropical rain forest soon.
We visited Ambergris Caye 1-½
years ago and found the marine life
on the reef fascinating. Tropical
fruits and vegetables have been
plentiful and reasonable. We have
been enjoying fresh papaya,
pineapple, citrus of all types,
bananas and avocados.

If any of you would like to
visit, please let us know. We would
love to have you.

With love,

Ed, Mary & Joseph
P.S.

Please give our hello and good
wishes to Nick and the many
beautiful Parishioners at Christ The
King.

Letter to
Father Carey

The Ivan Barrera Family
The Christopher Brooks Family
Jane Buenavista
Claudia Caleres
The Ivan Crocco Family
The Bradley Crocker Family
Mr.& Mrs. Daren Dillinger
Jessica Fowler
Teresa Garcia
The Chris Gates Family
The Benjamin Goldstein Family
The Anita Hickox Family
The Mark Hollis Family

The Bradley Kitkowski Family
The Betty Lee Family
The Jason Mauch Family
Jack and Stacy McCormack
Michelle Medows
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy Menard
The Aurora Sarte Family
The Philip Conde Sevidal Family
The Clay Talescia Family
The Michael Tippie Family
The Christopher Walsh Family
The Kilianna Weidman Family

Gabrielle Nicole Abbott      Dec. 17
Ridge Anthony Abinsey     Dec. 23
Alyssa Mae Bunag      Jan 13, 2001
Tristen Conde               Jan 6, 2001
Caroline Ashby Danese      Dec. 23
Alyssa Christine Devenny  Nov. 26
Heather Ann Duane     Jan 20, 2001
Hannah Elizabeth Ethridge Dec. 22
Aaron Jacob Goldstein       Nov. 25
Kayla Elizabeth Hill             Dec. 9
William Caro Hollis    Jan 27, 2001
Kathryn Mikarla Karney     Dec 24

Dustyne Michael King         Dec. 8
Garret Andrew Manns/Jan 28, 2001
Sydney Lauren Mauch        Dec. 23
Aaron Hung Nguyen          Nov. 19
Quoc Huu Nguyen              Dec. 28
Eric Stephen Partain             Dec. 3
Damon Tin Pham               Dec. 17
Mason Merino Rousseau    Nov. 19
Svetlana Natassia Saleh      Aug. 13
Nicole Ries Thomas          Nov. 12
Noelle Ruth Thomas          Nov. 12
Katelyn Marie Vinocur       Dec. 22

Victor J. Baczkowski         Dec. 23
Mary Elizabeth Bilderback  Dec. 7
Madaline K. Boyer             Dec. 11
Angeline Brown                  Nov. 7
Mary Catherine Brown      Sept. 14
Dottie R. Carter                 Nov. 25
Julie Anis Chantiri               Nov. 1
James Bernard David Sr.     Oct. 25
Joseph J. Francis                 Sept. 3
Mary Ann Jantz                  Oct. 30
Eric Joseph McClellan        Dec. 18

Bernard Edward Palko       Nov. 28
Duncan C. Shannahan           Jan. 4
Stella Marie Skalicky          Dec. 15
Lorenzo Trotti                    Nov. 21
James H. Murphy          Jan 5, 2001
John J. Pennington                Jan 11
Phillip T. Atter                      Jan 12
Stanley A. Magarowicz         Jan 13
Roland Rourke                         unk
Daniel Morente                    Jan 29

by Staff Writer

CTKC: One million Catholics in
the United States go to Holy Mass
everyday.  There are 20,000
Catholic churches, chapels and
missions in our country.  Tell us
why you like to go to Holy Mass
everyday.
Tara: I like to go to Mass in the
morning so I can get away from my
family, and it’s a good way to start
off my day because my life is so
busy I wouldn’t get proper time to
spend with God.
CTKC: What time do you have to
get up to get to the 6:30 a.m. Holy
Mass?
Tara: I have to get up by 5:10 a.m.
in order to eat breakfast and get
dressed.
CTKC: You live a distance from
Christ the King Church.  How do
you get to Mass in the morning?
Tara: I live a mile away, so I have
my mother drive me.

CTKC: Do you know how your
friends and siblings feel about what
you do every morning?
Tara: My siblings don’t care, and
my friends think I’m crazy.

Tara Crisp is an eighth grader at
Christ the King School. Would you
like to share your reasons for
attending daily Mass? Please
submit them to  the rectory for
Christ The King Courier.

Daily Mass: Interview
with Tara Crisp
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THE ADVENT TREE:

by Linda McCreary

As I looked at the two Advent
Trees sitting on the altar, I
wondered how much work went
into getting those trees decorated
and making Christmas special for
deserving recipients.

So I decided to ask Trudy
Cameron, head of the Advent Tree
ministry for many years, exactly
how it happens.  All I knew was
that one Sunday the trees weren’t
on the altar, and the next Sunday
they were.

Well, it’s not that simple.  Trudy
says the first part in getting the
Advent Tree ready is cutting out all
those ornaments.  This year there
were 1,300 ornaments between the
two trees.  Trudy came up with a
method of having ornaments in
different shapes and colors to
denote the different organizations
who receive the gifts.  Some of the
ornaments are shaped like bells;
others are Christmas trees.  Some
ornaments are shaped like booties,
and go to infants.  They may just
look like Christmas shapes to us,
but they mean something to Trudy. 

The ornaments are very time
consuming to cut out, and are
worked on throughout the year.  

Next on the list of things to be
done; Trudy and her helpers contact
the various organizations in
September and ask them to have
the children (or adults, depending
on the organization) write down an
item they would like to receive for
Christmas.  For instance if a child
from the Boys Home would like a
new pair of shoes, the ornament is
listed with the child’s name, the

item and the size.  If an adult
requests an item of clothing, the
adults age and size are listed.

The ornaments are then hand
written according to a master list
which Trudy organizes.  Each
ornament lists a gift and has a code
which denotes the organization that
will receive the gift. Trudy would
especially like to thank the
following parishioners for helping
with the ornaments: Rita Wendell,
who was bedridden at the time;
Kathy Purtle; Ruth Gunther, Mary
Ann Danese, Marj Burke, Betty
Becht, Donna Simons, and Peggy
Mills.

The ornaments are hung on the
trees the weekend before
Thanksgiving by the women of St.
Bernadette’s Circle Seven, plus any
volunteers who join in the fun.  The
ornaments are taken by
parishioners  who buy the gift
requested on the ornament.  The
ornament is then to be returned
attached to the gift by around the
third weekend in December.

Once all gifts are in, the women
of St. Bernadette’s Circle Seven
and their husbands sort the gifts
according to the  shape of the
ornament.  Volunteers are
ALWAYS APPRECIATED and
many show up for this activity! 

This is where I got involved.  I
met Trudy and many other
volunteers at 5:30 p.m. in the
Gathering Area on Sunday,
December 17 to help sort over
2,000 gifts that were received.
(Although there were only 1,300
ornaments, many of our
parishioners go beyond the scope

of generosity and buy two or three
items for one person.)  

It was a beehive of activity!
Trudy had taped each ornament
shape on the walls all around the
Gathering Area.  Our job was to
match the shape of the ornament on
each gift to the ornament taped on
the wall.  It probably took an hour
or more to sort the gifts into piles.

Next, the gifts were loaded into
boxes for distribution. The Mental
Health agency, Angel Aid, Children
and Families and St. Gerard’s
House  each had representatives
come with trucks and vans on
Sunday evening to pick up the gifts
for their organizations.

On Monday morning, Advent
Tree volunteers again returned to
the Gathering Area to help with
distribution of the gifts.

The Boys Home gifts were
delivered by Mary Ann Danese.
The Children’s Home Society gifts
were brought over by Donnell and
Charlie Baer.  Monica Crisp saw to
it that the Oakwood Villas gifts
were delivered, and Donna Simons
delivered gifts to Our Lady of Hope
Farm.

Trudy and Hector Cameron,
Bet and Jim Knight, Tim Stiles and
Helen Ramos helped deliver the
remainder of the gifts which went
to All Saints Home, First Coast
Health and Rehab, Catholic
Charities, Foreign Seafarers,
Harbor House and Silvercreek
Apartments.

Although it takes only a couple
hours to sort and bag the gifts for
delivery, the actual deliveries are
time consuming. For example,
Trudy and Hector Cameron loaded

the 250 gifts for Silvercreek
Apartments and it took three trips
with their truck to get them all
delivered. This is the area that
probably could use the most help
by volunteers.

All the hard work is worth it, as
the recipients of these gifts are
deeply grateful and thankful. For
many of them, the gift they receive
from our Advent Tree is the only
gift they receive at Christmas!

Listed below are letters that
have been sent to Trudy by some of
the people at the various
organizations. You will see that the
gifts we give are a blessing to the
receivers, and you in turn are
blessed for giving.

To Christ the King Parish:
Hank thanks you for

the gift. I love them. We
all do. I forget what you
got me, but I still love it. 

(from a 12 year old boy
in the Mental Health
Hospital)
Dear Trudy Cameron,

I thank you at the bottom
of my heart on behalf of my
baby Sharmila Nisbet. She
was so overwhelmed with
Joy when she unwrapped
the beautiful gift on
Christmas Day.

Once again I say thank
you very much. “God Bless
You”

Thank you so much for
your many generous gifts
again this year for our
Seafarers who come to the

Pat and Jim Setser with other volunteers Bud Stiles stuffs bags full of presents to be delivered
to various organizations

Gifts surround the creche in the Gathering Area
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A Symbol of Giving

port of Jacksonville. Ninety
percent are from third world
countries, so they much
appreciate the generosity!
~From Deacon Dale
Wamstad, Apostleship of the
Sea

To the Donors for the Christmas
gifts for the Oakwood Villa
Apartments:

My son Joshua and Pree and I
would like to thank you from the
bottom of our hearts. Thank you,
and hopefully one day we can do
for other little children in their time
of need as you gave in ours.

Thank you!

Dear Friends of St. Gerard
Campus,

Happy New Year!
We, the ladies of St. Gerard

Campus would like to acknowledge
you for the wonderful Christmas
gifts you gave us. For most of us
your generosity is all we received
for the holidays.

Thank you for your time and
effort, it is greatly appreciated.

God Bless.

Dear Christ the King Priest and
Church Families,

I would like to take this time to
tell all of you thank you for helping
me make Christmas for my family
such a wonderful blessing. I have
three children and there was
something here for each of them,

thanks to all of you one by one and
name by name. God has the best
and knows deep down in my heart
just how thankful I really am for
everything you all have done for
me and my children. May God
continue to bless each of you in my
prayer.

Yours in Christ,
(A mother in Silvercreek Apts.)

I want to thank you from the
bottom of our hearts for the gift you
gave to my daughter. It’s people
like you who make Christmas
happen for those who are
unfortunate in hard times.

Thanks again.

I was at the Christmas Party (at
her mother’s retirement home) and
saw the residents’ happy responses
receiving their gifts from you. My
mother loves her sweatshirt!

You really made Christmas
more enjoyable for everyone here,
and I can’t thank you enough. It
was very touching to see such
thoughtfulness and generosity.

~from a daughter

To the members of Christ the
King:

I know it is a new year and
Christmas has passed, but I still
cannot forget the kindness and
generosity that the members of
Christ the King have placed upon
my children and everyone else in
the Oakwood Villa Community.

I have three sons ranging from
ages six, three and two. Between
them they received three
teletubbies, and one Radio Shack
remote control car. They love it!

Thank you from the bottom of
my heart and may God continue to
bless you all!

Thank you for the Christmas
presents for my one-year old
daughter. She loves to watch her
Winnie the Pooh movie and is
always asking to watch it again.
And again and again. She also likes
her blocks and stuffed animal.

Thank you for sharing and
being so kind to us and all of the
other families at Oakwood Villa.
I’m very grateful to have such
caring and giving members in my
community. Your help does not go
unappreciated. Thank you again
and may God bless all of you and
bring to you joy and happiness
throughout this new year.

To all the parishioners at Christ the
King Church:

Thank you so much for the
beautiful gifts that you gave our
residents. You all made the
holidays happy instead of sad.  The
joy and happiness can’t be put into
works. The best gift was watching
their happy faces as they opened
their  gifts.

Thanks again and God Bless
You All, 

The Residents and staff of All
Saints Catholic Home.

Dear Trudy (Cameron),

On behalf of our boys, thank
you, thank you to the Christ the
King Catholic Church for your
continued support during
Christmas. The boys were excited
and thankful for the gifts they
received Christmas morning. It is
because of generous donors like
you who care about children in
need that they had a ‘merry’
Christmas.

I would like to personally thank
you for your time and hard work in
coordinating the effort to collect
gifts. The smiles our boys wore this
holiday season would not have
been possible without you each
year.

On behalf of the Boys’ Home
staff thank you for your generosity
and compassion; we wish the best
to you all in 2001!

Sincerely,
Lucretia D. Simmons
Director of Development

Dear Friends of Christ the King
Church:

Thank you so much for the
wonderful gifts at Christmas this
year. Your thoughtfulness is
appreciated in a very special way.

Love,
The Students at the St. Gerard

Campus (everyone signed the note)

L-R: Ruth Gunther, Bishop Danese, Mary Ann Danese
and Claretta Lamusga

A bounty of Christmas presents

Margie Stiles, Monica Crisp, Trudy Cameron,
Linda McCreary, and Judy Murphy

Linda McCreary, Trudy Cameron, Father Carey,
Donnell Baer, and Hector Cameron
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Morning Star
Christmas Boutique

by Staff Writer

The annual Christmas Boutique
held at Morning Star School was a
joyous occasion for students this
year. The students were able to buy
gifts for their families at very low
prices (most gifts sold for under
$1.00).

Many thanks to the parents,
grandparents, etc. for the beautiful
donated items. The children
enjoyed having such a nice

selection. They really took their
time in thinking about what to get
each person on their list.

Thanks also go out to the
volunteers who helped wrap the
presents. The children loved being
able to choose what gift wrap,
bows, and tags with which the gifts
would be wrapped. I believe they
especially loved that they were
given the responsibility of
spending money, and the privilege
of buying gifts for their loved ones.

by Linda McCreary

A surprise Christmas party was
planned by Patrice Pruitt, chairman
of St. Jude’s Circle Eleven, for
residents of First Coast Health and
Rehabilitation Center.  The women
in the circle baked cookies and
made candy; their young children

accompanied them to the party to
celebrate with the residents.

Christmas carols were sung and
the goodies were eaten.   Then, as a
special treat, the children  handed
out the gifts from Christ the King’s
Advent Tree.

The residents thoroughly
enjoyed their Christmas treats.

St. Jude’s Circle Eleven
The Children’s Giving

Spirit

by Lucille Guzzone

For the second year in a row,
Father John Tetlow presided at the
Christmas Eve Mass, at 5 p.m.
Although filled to capacity with
people of all ages, this particular
Mass is usually designated for
families with small children. Father
Tetlow allowed the little ones to
become a real part of the
celebration by inviting them to
approach the altar and to remain
there throughout the Mass.

During the homily, he asked the
youngsters on the altar about the
true meaning of Christmas.
Answers ranged from “toys” and
“school vacation” to “family,”
“love,” and “Jesus.” Father agreed
that new playthings and no

homework were enjoyable aspects
of the season, but he stressed that
the true meaning of the holiday was
the world’s greatest gift, the birth
of the baby Jesus.

This was emphasized by a
surprise visit from Santa Claus
himself who, at the close of the
Mass, walked slowly up the aisle as
the lights dimmed and music
played softly. When he reached the
manger on the altar, Santa knelt
down in front of the baby Jesus and
paid Him homage. The church was
hushed as children of all ages were
moved by the humility of a man
who has become the symbol of
Christmas in a secular world. This
lovely Mass demonstrated to the
children and their families that
even Santa realizes that the best gift
of all does not come from him, but
from Almighty God.

Father Tetlow’s Christmas
Mass For Children

Donna and Deanna Simons help Peggy

J.P. chooses his gifts carefully
Mrs. Julie Garmendia

helps with the kid’s selections

John Harrington pauses for the camera while he shops.

Some of the gifts on display at the Morning Star Boutique
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Happy Birthday, Jesus

by Lucille Guzzone

On Wednesday evening,
December 13, the Parish Hall was
filled to capacity as the children of
the CCD program and their
families gathered for a Christmas
party.

The first grade class was
featured as they depicted three of
the scenes of the season: the visit of
Mary to her cousin Elizabeth, the
Holy Family surrounded by
shepherds, and the three wise men
carrying their gifts to the Child.

The second, third and fourth
graders provided the
accompanying music, the popular
carols, “Silent Night” and “We

Three Kings.” After that portion of
the program, the whole audience
sang “Happy Birthday to Jesus.”
Father Carey then blessed the
gathering before refreshments of
cookies, soft drinks and birthday
cake were served.

During the last part of the
occasion, a few children
volunteered to go to the
microphone to sing “solos” and
“duos” of Christmas songs, among
them “Jingle Bells” and a rather
lively rendition of “Rudolph the
Red Nosed Reindeer.” Children,
parents and teachers all agreed that
it was a joyous and memorable
Christmas celebration and happy
birthday party to our Lord.

The Three Kings Ms. Herda’s Fourth Grade CCD Class

Lucille Guzzone with CCD parents

Christmas Dinner Dance

by Eileen Porter

Good friends, good music,
good food and great prizes are all
ingredients for a good party. All
these were present at the K Cee’s
annual dinner dance on December
2, 2000 in the parish hall.

Thanks to Shirley Moseley and
her committee, the hall was
beautifully decorated and because
of the careful planning of K Cee’s

president, Inge Morgan, and her
committee, it was a very enjoyable
event.

The festivities began at 6:30
p.m. with everyone in a holiday
mood and after a period of
fellowship, Father McDermott
asked the blessing and dinner was
served. Some lovely young girls
from Bishop Kenny High School
assisted with the serving and clean
up - they were daughters and

granddaughters of K Cee members
and were a delight.

Following dinner, dancing to
Bruce Press was enjoyed. At
intermission, president Inge
Morgan spoke briefly, and with the
help of Sissy Keegan, the drawing
was held.

First prize, a beautiful Créche,
with figurines made by Martha
Shea, and a stable by Mark Ewell
was won by our own parish
secretary, Judy Koziolek. Winners

of the other prizes were Sissy
Keegan, Carol Coseo, and Ron
Laseman.

Just as we thought the fun was
about over, Santa Claus took time
from his busy schedule to wish
everyone a “Merry Christmas.”

Proceeds from the party went to
K Cee’s Charities and were used to
provide a happy Christmas for
some needy families with young
children in the Arlington area.

Wanda Martin, Geil Kulas, John and Ruth Fitzerald, and “Santa” Carol Coseo and “Santa”
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Father Tetlow’s
Christmas Trees

by Mickey Kenny

Father Tetlow has been selling
trees at Christ the King Church for
three years now.  But he has been
selling them “somewhere” since he
was sixteen years old.  

Why?  The simple answer is, of
course, to raise money.  The money
collected by the sales these last
three years has been divided
between Christ the King Church –
which uses its share for youth
programs–and Father Tetlow for
expenses in Vocations.  Obviously,
these are worthwhile projects and
certainly worthy of support from
the parish.  

But money doesn’t seem to be
the reason for the effort made by
the volunteers.  Everyone who sells
the trees for the first time seems to
become a “repeater” and wouldn’t
dream of not helping to sell them.
Apparently it usually begins with
Christ the King School kids.  They
need service hours – especially the
eighth graders who need twenty

hours – the usual ten hours for all
students plus the ten hours for
Confirmation.  But when they get
to Bishop Kenny or go on to some
other high school, they still come
back to sell trees.  So what’s the
draw?

Fresh air, sunshine (or moon
glow during the evening), the open
space of the baseball field to play
football, throw a ball around, run,
yell, and just generally have a good
time, in a good way, with little or
no particular direction, and
absolutely zero stress.

It sounds like all the reasons
there used to be for going out in the
neighborhood to play – before we
had to organize all diversions into
teams to find out who would win or
lose.  These tree salesmen – both
girls and boys – win all the way
around, and Christ the King
benefits all the way around, too.

Next year you must plan to buy
your tree from Father Tetlow, and –
if you’re lucky – maybe he’ll let
you sign up for an hour or two.

Small Faith Sharing
Group’s Advent

Program

By Alick Hardie

The Advent Program was a
good start to Christ The King’s
small faith sharing initiative with
six new groups being formed.
Advent is a very busy time;
nevertheless, the groups met each
week to share their faith with the
help of a preset format which
discussed the coming Sunday’s
scripture readings and Gospel. The
program was Bible oriented and a
good one to get going on. There are
many programs available to choose
from, that cover all aspects of the
Catholic faith and the Lenten
session will probably not be so
scripture oriented.

The Advent Program was just
the start of the formation of faith
sharing groups. Small Faith
Sharing Groups are not only about

meeting once a week to share one’s
faith, it is about bonding members
of the parish into social and
spiritual groups who will get to
know each other and become
friends sharing their faith. From my
own experience I have at least ten
new friends to greet at Mass and I
feel more a part of Christ The King.

We hope to sign up a lot more
parishioners for the Lenten
Program which starts at the end of
February,  but you can join a group
now by contacting one of the
persons below:

JOIN A SMALL FAITH
SHARING GROUP NOW—

CONTACT:

Paula Powell   (W) 221-7525
Jean O’Conner (H) 727-9590
Alick Hardie   (W) 721-9188

Willie Blaquire and Betty Becht

The Christmas Creche

by Yolanda P. Cerqueira

All of us at Christ the King
have been especially blessed this
year by the beautiful Crèche that
has graced the Gathering Area of
our church. There was so much to
take in that the eye could not
capture it all in one glance.

There was that majestic and
striking angel with its golden
herald announcing the Good News.
Above the stable was the star of
Bethlehem. Within the stable  was
the traditional scene of Mary,
beautiful and content, and Joseph,
ever protective, watching over
Mary and the newborn Babe.

The animals were so life-like in
appearance. The sheep and baby
lamb, the goat, the donkey and the

cow, all nestling in the presence of
the King. The shepherd boys
bowed in homage to the baby
wrapped in swaddling clothes lying
in the manger.

And from afar, if you had been
watching each week, ever closer
drew the wise men with their gifts
of gold, frankincense and myrrh for
the Christ Child. And last, can we
forget those splendid camels that
brought these ancients to the
stable?

All of the above scene was
given by an anonymous donor for
the people of Christ the King to add
to the joy of the season. How
fortunate for us to receive such a
lovely gift that can be appreciated
by all the members of the parish for
years to come.

General
Confession

by Mickey Kenny

Oh Jesus, thou art standing
Outside the fast closed door
In lowly patience waiting
To cross the threshold o’er.

William Walsham Howe, 1867

The church itself was
beginning to show signs that
Advent was coming to a close and
Christmas preparation was going
strong.  Three out of four Advent
candles had been lit, the frames
which hold the poinsettias were
hung, the great outpouring of gifts
for those with special needs this
season had already been gathered
for distribution. The Advent trees
were gone and replaced with real
trees – fragrant and full – but
lacking the lights and the
decorations which would help
announce Christmas. 

Continuing after the service
while we waited for each priest,
Bernie Sans’ quiet but effective
music made the perfect atmosphere
for the inner self that can be opened
and touched so well by music.  The
words to the hymn above go on to
say ...

Shame on us, Christian brothers
His name and sign who bear;
Oh shame, thrice shame upon us
To leave Him standing there.

So, the church was getting
prepared for the gift of God.  And
now, through this special service, it
was time for each of us to prepare
ourselves to receive this wondrous
gift of Jesus ourselves.

We as Catholics have such a
beautiful opportunity through the
Sacrament of Confession to bring
to mind those things which we have
allowed to separate us from God, to
allow an expression of our sorrow
for this separation,  to examine the
means we might employ for
making reparation, and to receive
forgiveness through a priest.

This particular service of
General Confession was given to
us by our parish priests, but it also
involved several priests from other
parishes, and the music provided
by Bernie Sans. All of those
participating in this service were
grateful for the opportunity, and
will eagerly await another season
of preparation.
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The Living Rosary

by Claretta Lamusga

On December 14th, at 7 p.m.,
Father Bob McDermott celebrated
Mass in the chapel with the ladies
of CKCCW in attendance. The
service was greatly enhanced by
music provided by Bernie Sans.

After Mass we went to the
Parish Hall where we stood in a
circle in the dark and each lady
held a candle. Ann Seravo started
the rosary with one lighted candle
and the prayer progressed with
each succeeding lady lighting her
candle from the previous one and
leading the next prayer until we
finished the rosary  and all candles
were lit. It was  beautiful.

CKCCW members of circles 4
and 5 then provided delicious
refreshments for all. Thanks to
Father Bob and all who helped
make this a memorable evening.

Our Favorite Liturgy
Father Brian Carey recently

asked  his Thursday PM Bible
study group to each write about
their favorite liturgy. Below is a
sampling of their replies:

Psalms, Hymns and Praise

by Betty Wheeler

“Make a joyful noise unto the
Lord in psalms and hymns and
praise.”

In my old age I have no strong
preference for a certain style of
liturgy because the deep meaning
of the Mass supersedes the style of
worship. However, as a youngster I
always felt more spiritually
inspired with good rousing music.
Then, as the kids grew up, we went
to the folk Masses because the kids
got more involved. Some memories
of joyful Masses were when we
hauled Monsignor John Lenihan
out to say Masses at the beach at
Hanna Park for the high school
CCD.

Basically, I think singing and
music should be much a part of the
liturgy and prayer.

The Easter Season

by Louie O’Neal

My favorite liturgy is at Easter
season. I love the beautiful service
centered around the resurrection of
Jesus, the special prayers, and the
new members coming into the
church. It is one of the most
memorable moments of my life.

Sing the words and tunes of
the psalms and hymns when you
are together, and go on singing
and chanting to the Lord in your
hearts.  Ephesians 5:19

Though I sing poorly, I always
join in and give thanks to Bernie
for leading us so well–the more
rousing and upbeat, the better,
although some people wish him
quiet. Guess I could easily have
become a charismatic. But at this
stage, the celebration of the Mass is
dear to me in any style.

I like the style of prayer when
singing the Our Father and Peace
Be with You. 

It was a pleasure to hear the
Adult Choir. The music always
corresponds with the readings of
the day and always make me feel
complete.

I always enjoy the fellowship
after Mass and being part of the
RCIA program, I feel honored to do
so.

Singing of the Eucharistic Prayer

by Darlene O’Neal

The kind of liturgy I like best is
when there is music.

The Eucharistic prayer is
especially meaningful when it is
sung.

Singing is a form of prayer, and
the songs and responses are always
chosen to correspond with the
readings and Gospel for that
Sunday.

I especially like the Adult choir,
they just keep getting better each
week.

My own faith has deepened
because of this and I feel happier
when I leave the church.

I feel closer to God and the
community because I have been
allowed to join with the whole
community in singing praises to
God.

Father Brian Carey currently
has begun a study on Second
Corinthians for the spring session.
The classes have steadily grown
from one small AM group to two
large separate groups, one meeting
at 9 AM and another meeting at 7
PM.

We are all grateful to Father
Brian for his dedication to teaching
all of us God’s Word and showing
us how to apply that knowledge to
our lives. 



Page 10 Christ the King Courier February, 2001

The Annual
Christ The King

Christmas Boutique

All Saint’s Day

by Kathy Nichols

On November 1, 2000, about
90 saints attended the 8:15 Mass at
Christ the King Church. St. Mary,
the Queen of Saints came in her
beautiful crown and flowing blue
robe. St. Patrick, a bishop from
Ireland, attended with his shamrock
and staff. We even caught a

glimpse of St. John Bosco, St.
Bernadette, St. Joseph, St. Clare,
and St. Augustine. St. Francis even
came with lion in tow. And there
were many more. The 1st and 2nd
grade students each dressed as
saints, and learned a little history
about that saint. Their presence
added something special to Mass
that day.

by Kathy Nichols

In they came. . . Six by six . . .
Into bins in the hallway they sat ‘til
somebody moved them; the move
was to St. Mary’s room. Yes . . . the
gifts they came in . . .six by six . . .

They started the project in
November and continued working
into December. Parents were asked
to purchase 6 gifts if they had one
child, 10 for two children, 12 for
three and 14 for four to help stock
the shelves for the annual
Christmas boutique.

This Boutique was held for the
students who otherwise, had
limited means of getting Christmas
presents for their family. (i.e. Dad
would have to take them shopping
for mom; eh, right, I can see that
being at the top of their list).

The “room moms” organized
this for the kids. Patti Sloan
graciously took control, and did an
excellent job. She had wonderful
new ideas, and made the whole day
run hassle-free. Christy Wildes was
second in command. 

Other volunteers did pre-
boutique things like helping price
the items, wrapping coffee cups
filled with candy, organizing
baskets filled with men’s or
women’s items, setting up the gym
and decorating it for the boutique.
Many hours of many days went
into all the prep work.

The morning of the boutique,
the items are arranged on the tables
in the gym, and the classes were
brought in one at a time to shop for
their families. Items are priced at a
nominal fee ($.25 to $2.00). There
were volunteers who acted as
wrappers, cashiers and helped the
young children shop. It’s a
wonderful day during a busy
season of the year. Children take
such pride in buying these presents,
and subsequently watching their
family open them. Thanks to all
who helped. The school hopes to
do this each year as long as there
are volunteers to help (and eager
parents to donate the gifts!!)
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Welcoming The New
Year With Jesus

by Claretta Lamusga

The year 2001 found about 200
people in church as Father Tetlow
once again celebrated the holy
sacrifice of the Mass at midnight
for an increase in vocations.

Father grabbed a few choir
members, asking them to sit near
the piano to help Buzz Bekkedal
and Vincent Shea, Jr.  provide

music for the service. A few
Eucharistic ministers were pressed
into service. Tony Trotti and Greg
Gagnon were lectors for the
occasion.

It is such a great and
wholesome way to spend New
Years Eve; thanking God for the
blessings of the past year and
asking His blessings in the new. 

St. Bernadette’s
Circle Christmas Party

by Claretta Lamusga

On December 16, 2000 St.
Bernadette’s Circle members and
their spouses were guests of the
Stiles and Knights’ at the home of
Bud and Marge Stiles.

We enjoyed a delicious buffet
and were entertained by members
of the group performing a parody
called “The Twelve Days of A
Florida Christmas.” The words to
the parody and the stars who
performed are featured  below.

The second act of the evening
was titled, “The Ugly Little Guitar
Girl” played by Claretta Lamusga
with her “back-up boys,” Frank
Gunther, “Cass” Casterlin and
Bernie Voor.

These Senior Citizens really
had a fun time.

After that, the whole group
sang Christmas carols and then
called it a  night. And what a fun
night it was!

Holidays
Remembered

The Courier staff was asked to
submit some special holiday
memories of Thanksgiving and
Christmas.

A Special Thanksgiving

by Frank Becht

The Thanksgiving holiday was
a special time this year as Betty and
I celebrated our 48th wedding
anniversary at our daughter,
Stefanie Saliva’s home in Kendall,
Florida. For the first time in several
years, all of our six children were
together. To make it even more
special, our youngest son, Jason,
married his Bishop Kenny High
School sweetheart, Tania Sabatier,
at St. Patrick’s Church in Miami
Beach. Father Terry Morgan,
Pastor of Cathedral Basilica of St.
Augustine, performed a beautiful
ceremony which was followed by a
huge reception at the Doral Golf
and Country Club in Miami.

Our wedding 48 years prior
could in no way match the beauty
and solemnity of the Miami event.

WW2 Rationing

by Mickey Kenny

When everything was rationed
for the “war effort” there was a
special shortage of butter and sugar
among other things.  My parents
never complained about these
things so I wasn’t aware we had to
do without anything.  My job for
the war effort was to go around the
neighborhood with my wagon
collecting the balls of tinfoil
neighbors would collect scraped off
gum and cigarette wrappers.

Around Christmas I listened to
hear if there was ever anything I
could give my parents.  One night I
heard my mother say, “I wish more
than anything I could make a big
bowl of hard sauce for the
holidays.”  I remember, too, that
my father thought that would be
great but I didn’t understand at all
why these two wonderful people
had to do without anything.  I had
watched my mother make hard
sauce before – though she didn’t
include me in the booze part of the
process.  Anyway, I snuck into the
kitchen and made them the biggest
bowl of hard sauce anyone had ever
seen, and I presented it to them so
proudly.  My mother simply wept.
My father laughed.  I had used the

entire ration of sugar and butter for
several weeks for the whole family.
But it was a gift of love.

Christmas Eve Present

by Linda McCreary

I shared a very special
Christmas Eve this year with my
two and one-half year old
granddaughter Sasha.   She
attended Christmas Eve Mass with
me for the first time.

Sasha was fascinated by the
colorful poinsettia tree, but she was
especially enamored of the small
nativity scene at the front of the
church. She gently touched baby
Jesus as he lay in the manger, and
began to sing a Christmas song she
recently learned, “Away in a
Manger.”  Christmas Eve Mass is
always special for me, but it was
especially blessed this year because
it was shared with Sasha.

Christmas Cakes

by Cynthia Surles

I grew up in a small town in
Newfoundland.  Every year my
older brother and I would decorate
our tree.  The gift I usually
requested from Santa was a baking
set.  It had a little, six-inch cake pan
with a packaged mix you mixed
with water.  My mother would have
to bake them in our wood stove
because there were no easy bake
ovens at that time.  I used to fight
with my brother over who got the
last piece.  All the mixes were gone
after a few days, but they left a
good taste in my heart.

Christmas Lights

Tony Trotti

For years and years my
grandfather handled the lights for
our tree and other decorations for
the holidays.  He always struggled
with the tangled strings and the
lights that would flicker and not
turn on.  When everything seemed
to be in order they would go out
faster than he could put them up.
Most Christmases we got new
Christmas tree lights after Grandpa
took care of the ones from the year
before.  It was always fun because
we knew what was going to
happen.
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Liturgy 101:
The Liturgy of the Eucharist

Communion Rite
by Bernie Sans

To share bread, to share drink,
are natural human gestures. They
are signs of sharing our lives with
others.  They are very human and
simple ways of opening up
ourselves to others, of expressing
our need for one another, of
showing that we all are to
participate in life on earth together.
The sharing of a meal is among the
most ancient signs of love and
friendship.

To share the Eucharistic bread,
and to share the Eucharistic cup,
are the logical conclusion and
climax of our Eucharistic
celebration. The command of the
Lord was to “take and eat” and
“take and drink.” The Eucharist
was instituted by Christ to be the
spiritual and life-giving food of his
people.

In the earliest celebrations of
the Eucharist, the presider, after the
people’s Amen at the conclusion of
the Eucharistic prayer, merely had
to break the bread, after which the
minister and people received the
body and blood of the Lord. But the
growing desire to express mutual
love, unity, and forgiveness as well
as to endow this part of the Mass
with a more developed ritual
structure resulted in the breaking of
the bread and the distribution of the
Eucharist being placed within a
rather expanded framework. Today
we can distinguish three major
steps of the communion rite:

The Preparation for Communion
The Communion itself
The Period after Communion

Rites of Preparation

A number of prayers and
actions help to prepare us to share
the Lord’s body and blood. Serving
as a link between the Eucharistic
prayer and the reception of the
Eucharist, these rites are intended
to stir up our desire for unity and to
attune our minds and hearts to the
deep meaning and demands of our
participation in the Eucharistic
meal.

Our Father:
We begin our preparation with

the Our Father, a text common to
all Christians, a prayer that asks for
daily bread which for us also
includes the Eucharistic bread. It is
also a prayer that requests the
forgiveness of sins. In many
parishes, including ours, the priest
then goes on to request the Lord to
grant us peace.  This prayer is
called the embolism.  Everyone
then joins in the concluding
acclamation (“for the kingdom...”),
as a statement which has long been
associated with the Our Father in
the history of Christianity and
which concludes the prayer on an
upbeat note. As we prepare
ourselves to approach the
Eucharistic table, our attention is

drawn to others and their desire for
peace, justice and love.

Kiss of Peace:
This ancient liturgical gesture,

brought into more prominence by
the post-Vatican II reforms of the
Mass, recalls that we are to be a
people united with one another in
the peace of Christ who is present
among us.  Our handshake, our
embrace, our kiss, show our
willingness to live in the peace of
Christ. By word and action we both
find and pray for peace in one
another.

Breaking of the Bread:
This rite, going back to the Last

Supper itself, is the principle action
for preparing for communion. So
important was this action that in
early Christianity the whole
Eucharistic celebration was known
as “the breaking of the bread”
(confer Acts 2:32). St. Paul
explains the meaning of the
gesture: “And is not the bread we
break a sharing in the body of
Christ? Because the loaf of bread is
one, we, many though we are, are
one body, for we all partake of the
one loaf.” (1 Corinthians 10: 16-
17)

The action therefore is one of
unity. Just as the bread has become
the body of Christ, so we who share
this one bread, whatever be our
diversity, become one body in
Christ.

For the breaking of the bread to
appear as the significant action it is
meant to be, the community must
use bread that can be broken and
shared.  Although small breads
consecrated at the same celebration
may also be used, care is to be
taken that at least some of the
people receive portions from the
large host(s) broken at this time.
The routine distribution of
Eucharistic bread, which has been
reserved in the tabernacle for the
ministry to the sick and the
homebound, destroys the unity of
the Eucharistic action. The flow of
the liturgy is one of the people
presenting gifts of bread and wine,
the priest in the name of all
proclaiming a consecratory prayer
over these gifts, and the people then
receiving back the transformed
gifts as the body and blood of
Christ.  (See General Instruction of
the Roman Missal, #56h)

Accompanying the breaking of
the bread is the Lamb of God, a
litany-song repeated as often as
necessary to fill out the rite. The
text recalls that every Eucharist is a
memorial of the new Passover, of
Christ the Paschal Lamb who
brings forgiveness and peace.

Silent Prayer:
The celebration now offers

each one of us a time of silent
preparation.  The priest prays
quietly with the help of texts found
in the Sacramentary.  We also have
time to engage in our own prayer -

a time that is not to be supplanted
by the presider praying aloud.

Invitation to Communion:
A formal invitation to receive

the Lord’s body and blood has long
been traditional in the Church. Our
present formula strikes a balance
between a worthiness rooted in
baptism (“Happy are those
called...”) and a humility possessed
by the centurion (“Lord, I am not
worthy...”).

Distribution of the Eucharist:
The whole movement of the

communion rite now has been to
stress our unity in Christ, since our
participation at the Lord’s table is
not to be one whereby a number of
individuals just happen to engage
in a similar action at the same time.
Rather, the communion is the
community’s coming forward
together to share together in the
Eucharistic meal. This is a common
action of the people, not just a
series of individual actions.

An Affirmation of Belief:
As a sign of service to one

another a minister, saying “The
Body of Christ” and “The Blood of
Christ” presents the Eucharistic
bread and wine to the
communicant. Of special
significance is the invitation to
receive the Lord’s body since this
text highlights the importance of
the assembled people as the body
of Christ. St. Augustine explained
the meaning of the phrase:

What is meant by one bread? St.
Paul interpreted it briefly: “We,
being many, are one body.” This
bread is the body of Christ, to
which the Apostle refers when he
addressed the Church: “Now you
are the body of Christ and his
members.” That which you receive,
that you yourselves are by the
grace of the redemption, as you
acknowledge when you respond
Amen. What you witness here is the
sacrament of unity. (Sermon 272)

What we affirm by our Amen is
that we believe that Christ is indeed
present in the sacrament, in the
community, and in the
communicant.  This is why the
minister of communion does not
say “Receive the body of Christ” or
“This is the body of Christ.”

The Full Sign:
The restoration of the cup to all

members of the assembly has been
one of the most significant
liturgical developments. It is true
that the Church has always taught

that Christ is received whole and
entire even when communion is
received under one form only.
Nevertheless, Christ did say that we
are also to “take and drink.” By our
sharing in the cup, the sign of the
meal is more apparent.  Receiving
from the cup is a sign of the new
covenant (Luke 22:20), the
guarantee and expectation of the
heavenly banquet (Mark 26:29) and
the sign of union with Christ who
suffered (Mark 10:38-39).

Unity expressed in song:
As a vocal expression of our

unity in Christ, we often sing as we
share in the Eucharistic meal. By
common song we express our joy
in Christ, our oneness together, our
mutual love. We show that the
Eucharist is indeed the sacrament
of the Church’s unity.

Period after Communion:
We engage in two actions here:

we pray in silence or in song; we
join in formal spoken prayer which
brings the communion rite to an
end.

Silent Prayer/Song of Praise:
As a people we need moments
when each of us can speak with the
Lord in our own way. So much
needs to be said and to be heard.
We need opportunities to open our
heart to Christ and to respond to
His presence in our lives. We are
afforded such an occasion after the
reception of the Eucharist in a time
for silent prayer.  Yet even this has
a communal dimension since the
unspoken prayer of each of us will
be summed up in the concluding
prayer which follows.  As an
alternate to silent prayer, however,
we may sing a hymn of praise or a
psalm. And yet, adequate time for
silent prayer should be provided.

Prayer after Communion:
The communion rite comes to a

close as the priest gathers up the
silent prayers of all as he requests
that the effects of the Eucharist may
take root in our lives. By our Amen
we show that this prayer is indeed
the prayer of the community.

In these simple articles of the
Courier I have tried to explain how
we prepare ourselves to celebrate
the Mass as a people united in
Christ, how we understand the
hearing of the Word of Christ
proclaimed in our midst, and how
we understand the celebration of
the Eucharistic memorial of Christ,
all of which is part of the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass. It now
remains for us to bring this
celebration to an end. In the next
issue, I’ll discuss the concluding
rite.  Thanks for reading.
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Tet - More than a New Year
by Ron Lynch

The community of Vietnamese
that we embrace in our parish filled
the church on January 21st of this
year. The occasion was the
celebration of Tet, the Vietnamese
New Year. It is based on the lunar
calendar and can vary from late
January to early March. The actual
day this year was January 24th.
This year is the Year of the Snake
in the Vietnamese culture.
Celebrating the Mass was retired
Bishop John J. Snyder,
accompanied by our pastor, Father
Robert McDermott, Father Thanh,
and Father Dai from St. Paul’s at
the beach. All wore the traditional
colorful Vietnamese vestments.
The altar was reverently festive,
beautifully decorated in yellow and
red with many items from the
Vietnamese culture.

Father Thanh took time during
Mass to explain about Tet to the
congregation who were not
Vietnamese. He told us that this
celebration is prepared for well in
advance by making special candies
of coconut, sweet potato, lotus
seeds and gingerroot. A special
food, Banh Tet, is made of sweet
rice and beans that are wrapped in
banana leaves and boiled for ten to
twelve hours.

Dragons are a part of their
culture and considered good luck.
In Viet Nam gifts were hung
outside homes to invite a dragon to
enter and bring good luck for the
rest of the year.

Tet is the beginning of spring
and the homes are decorated with
special  yellow flowers that look
like cherry blossoms. It is a time
when children visit their parents
and grandparents and relatives to
wish them happiness, blessings and
longevity. Parents bless their
children with red envelopes that
have money inside. The money can
be used for whatever the child
wants.  This includes gambling.
Gambling is allowed for the first
three days after Tet and the children
often play cards and other games
with the money.  

Tet is the time for giving gifts
to loved ones and friends, as during
Christmas. It is known as a real
time for shopping. Tet is a time for
new resolutions, as during the
western New Year. Tet is a time of
thanksgiving, to visit the church
and thank God for the blessings of
the past year and pray for a better
year to come. Tet is a memorial day
when one remembers one’s
ancestors and homage is paid to the
dead. On the first morning of the
new year all members of the family
bring food, burn incense and bow
in veneration before the altar of
one’s ancestors.  A ceremony of
this type took place before the
Mass. 

Few people in Viet Nam
celebrate the actual day of their
birth because Tet is looked upon as
everyone’s birthday. During Tet,
the phrase “Mung Tuoi” is heard
often.  It means happy birthday or

happy New Year as the intent
warrants.  Tet is a time for family
reunions when family members
come together to celebrate on a
happy spring day.  Tet is an
occasion to pay off debt, correct
mistakes, forget offenses, and
forgive others. Tet is a time for
hope, peace and freedom. Father
Thanh asked for a lot of prayers
because God’s grace is needed to
get true peace and freedom for Viet
Nam.

A grand celebration was held
after Mass in the school cafeteria.
Men dressed as a dragon danced
after the Mass and during the
festivities in the cafeteria.
Firecrackers by the thousands hung
from trees above the picnic tables
outside and were ignited. Their
loud reports are said to drive away
the bad spirits from the past year.
The multitude of small explosions
was greeted with shouts of
happiness and laughter while the
dragon danced amidst the thick
cloud of smoke from the
pyrotechnics. 

After the last firecracker
cracked and the dragon
disappeared, the happy attendees
were greeted by delicious
Vietnamese food and cheerful
Vietnamese music in the cafeteria.
Hundreds were there and the hall
was filled with sounds of joy and
celebration. Retired Bishop Snyder
and the other co-celebrants of the
Mass presided over the feast at a
table in the front. During the meal
all the children were allowed to
come forward and receive a red
envelope containing a dollar bill. 

Then the dragon arrived to
dance again around the hall and on
tabletops while children and adults
gave envelopes and money to it in
hope of receiving greater rewards
throughout the year. After the
dragon made its rounds, Father
Thanh made it apparent that he
could have been a Southeast Asian
rock star if he hadn’t joined the
priesthood. He led his Vietnamese
family in a spirited song that was
joined by most of those present.
Even those of us that didn’t
understand the words were caught
up with the captivating energy. 

The Vietnamese community
then showed retired Bishop Snyder
their appreciation of his efforts on
their behalf. He was presented with
two gifts to enrich his retirement.
The lovely Vietnamese choir then
entertained us with more of their
beautiful singing.

The sun was getting lower, the
day getting colder, and the children
were ready to leave. The adults
reluctantly gathered their families
and began to leave the exotic
festival.

Something Father Thanh had
said made a fitting goodbye. “Phuc
Loc Tho”, which means may you
have a New Year with happiness,
prosperity, and long life.

That sounds like a great way to
have a birthday and go into the
New Year.  Mung Tuoi!

Vietnamese altar setting for “Tet” (New Year)

Dragon dance

Father Thanh and altar servers

L-R: Father Dai, Bishop Snyder, Father Thanh, 
Seminarian Dung Bui, Father McDermott at 

Vietnamese New Year reception
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places. Target, Garden Ridge,
Home Depot all share that title. The
malls keep her interested, too.
Sister Therese can walk from one
end to the other just looking at the
items in the windows. Four hours
spent at Garden Ridge might
produce a purchase of a seventy
nine-cent candle.

All of us have seen her walking.
There are two speeds: stop and fast.
Monsignor Danaher called her the
“Energizer Bunny” because she
always had somewhere to go and it
needed to be quickly. This desire
for velocity carries over to rides in
automobiles, too. Stories of Sister
Therese asking for more speed
while a passenger have been told.
Perhaps 80, 90, or 100 mph would
be fast enough as long as one
doesn’t get a ticket. She just loves
to “go fast.”  It’s a shame our
government doesn’t pay parochial
school teachers like they do in
Ireland (Sisters, too).  Sister
Therese could be collecting a nice,

big pension and might afford a
sports car. Wouldn’t she look good
in a Corvette?

When the new church was
finished, Monsignor Danaher threw
a big party and invited the parish.
Sister Therese was one of the
bartenders and maintained that she
learned it in Ireland before coming
to America. Is the next round on
you, Sister?

Sister Therese has enjoyed her
time in America. She admires and
is impressed with the American
people.  Everywhere she has been,
the people have been kind and good
to her.  Forty years in America this
year is a long time. She still goes
back to Ireland to visit
occasionally. The convent in Navan
is the first stop and then she visits
with her nieces and nephews. All
her siblings have passed away.

The religious life hasn’t
changed for her. Wherever one
goes, there is still a job to do, vows
to keep, prayers to say, others to

help. Sister Therese is a great
admirer of The Legion of Mary.
She is an active member and met
the founder, Frank Duff, of this
organization in Ireland, many
times. He started the Legion in
Ireland in 1921. He never drove a
car. Mr. Duff always rode his
bicycle everywhere. He would ride
from Dublin to Navan to see his
sister and brother-in-law who both
ran the Navan hospital and were the
doctors for the convent. She would
like to see some new members for
the Legion of Mary, though they
still seem to get the job done.

Sister Therese admires the
children here and says they have
good training and involved parents.
She’s impressed with all the things
children have for recreation:
television, phones, video games,
computers, cars. She and her
friends would go to a neighbor’s
house and have a dance on the
kitchen floor for entertainment. She
believes there is little change in
school standards other than dress
codes in public schools. Had she
not become a nun, teaching would
have been her job.  Perhaps,
though, Formula One racing in
Monaco would have suited her. Or
hosting a program on the Home
Shopping Network. Sister Therese
is truly one with many interests.

The best story is the last story.
Many of the faculty and students
remember a prayer that she always
taught her classes. The name of it is
“To Our Lady.” 

Lovely Lady dressed in Blue,
Teach me how to pray!
God was just your little Boy,
Tell me what to say!
Did you lift Him up, sometimes,
Gently, on your knee?
Did you sing to Him the way
Mother does to me?
Did you hold His hand at night?
Did you ever try
Telling stories of the world?
O! And did He cry?
Do you really think He cares
If I tell Him things-
Little things that happen?
And Do the Angels’ wings
Make a noise?  And can He hear
Me if I speak low?
Does He understand me now?
Tell me-for you know?
Lovely Lady dressed in blue,
Teach me how to pray!
God was just your little Boy,
And you know the way.

We have been truly blessed to
have her with us. And we are
“absolutely delighted!”

By Eileen Porter

“Share God’s Blessings” was
the theme of the annual Bishop’s
Stewardship Appeal for the
Diocese of St. Augustine, held at
Christ the King Church on
February 3rd and 4th. A video was
presented featuring Bishop John J.
Snyder explaining the many
ministries which benefit from this
program.

Christ the King parishioners
were asked to make a commitment
of one percent (1%) of their total
income to the Diocese of St.

Augustine. This provides funding
for more than 28 ministries
including Catholic Charities, the
largest private provider of
emergency assistance to families in
crisis on the First Coast.

In addition to Catholic
Charities funding is provided for a
number of other ministries, these
include Charities and Social
Services, Pastoral Services,
Christian Education and Formation
and Central Administration of the
Diocese.

Many thanks go to our Christ
the King members who responded
to this appeal with their generosity.

Share God’s Blessings

Sister Therese                  Contnued from Page 44

It was all work and no play, but
it was somewhat amusing to find an
old confessional when a blackboard
was removed at the far end of the
new room. A remnant of all the
work, dreams, and plans of an
earlier succession of parishioners.

All of this as volunteers!  
Wellington Morton has offered

to help with the procurement of the
wall modules and shelves that will
be needed. Tracey and Cathy
Considine are underwriting the
drawing up of the plans, and Tony
Sleimann of XYZ Construction is
helping us to better afford the
realization.

We have a lot of thank you’s to
extend already. Now we’re
awaiting the final plans.
Remember, all the time and talent
you are able to donate will make
the job more fun, more economical,
and hasten the realization of the
dream.

Church Choir Pews

The upholstering and repair of
the pews used by the choir and the
seats at the altar of those presiding
at Mass is another example of the

gift of stewardship and the idea of
giving.

While Bishop Baker was still
here Terri Vogelsang arranged to
procure some really handsome
upholstery fabric. This fabric has
been hiding and waiting for the
perfect time to be used. Actually it
was housed in Bernie Sans office
for awhile; BUT, it has been used
now for the choir loft and the
Bishop’s chair and the seats for the
priests presiding at Mass – and they
all look wonderful. 

Thanks go to Bill Damato for
helping Henry get started on the
repairs (those pews are heavy), but
especially Henry who did the
upholstering himself. Thank you.
Thank you one and all.

Lent and Small Groups

Lent is a penitential season of
six Sundays and forty weekdays
that prepares for the high feast of
Easter, beginning on Ash
Wednesday and ending with the
evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
on Holy Thursday (not Holy
Saturday noon, as formerly since
that time is now included in the

Triduum). – see Catholic Source Book, edited by Rev.

Peter Klein, page 298.

A large part of Lent and the
preparation for Easter will be the
Faith Sharing Small Group
meetings which are being
continued for those who have never
stopped going to the original faith
sharing groups and for those who
have signed up to begin new groups
to gather for the purpose of reading
the scriptures for each Sunday and
discussing the meaning in our own
lives. 

Helene Myers is in charge of all
the work and the workers involved
in making the Faith Sharing Small
Groups successful in the
preparation for Easter.

Father McDermott pointed out
that he has had more success in
bringing people together here at
Christ the King with smaller groups
already involved with each other
than in activities for the parish as a
whole. The parishioners seem to
become involved in the parish as a
whole by means of the people with
whom they share particular
interests in a particular ministry. 

One need only look at our
Sunday Bulletins to be really

impressed with the huge array and
vast assortment of activities in this
parish. Just look at all the time and
talent an individual at Christ the
King Church can give! And this
giving and sharing is the avenue to
involvement! Pick the road you
want to enter by. All of these areas
of life here at Christ the King
Church are to be found among
others in our Bulletin and in our
publication of the Courier.

Remember Monsignor Danaher
saying this isn’t a football game
you just sit up in the bleachers and
watch? Come on down and work
with us. Father McDermott
continues with this premise. I am
always impressed on Sunday
morning with how he begins Mass
extending an individual welcome to
all visitors from other places and
how he concludes Mass with his
thanking all those who have given
their time and talent in the choir or
other music endeavors.  

How can he say it better: We
welcome you, we want you, we
thank you. Come on down.

Priest, Father McDermott

Father McDermott          Continued from Page 2
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L’Arche Harbor House News

by Dolores Bianco

Annual Living Nativity

The story of Jesus’ birth which
the core members and assistants of
Harbor House re-enact each Advent
went “on the road” this year
bringing the presentation to St.
Catherine’s parish on Friday,
December 15. This is a story that
has been handed down two
thousand years:

It is a story, as narrator
Richard Cashen tells it with a
simple message. “Jesus comes to us
as a baby, dependent, trusting,
loving and open. By His birth in a
stable, he shows us what is
important to His Father. It is not
where we live, how we dress or
how successful we are in the eyes
of the world; rather He looks at our
hearts. Do we look for and see Him
in everyone we meet and do we
treat them with His kindness,
compassion and love?

It is a story that assistant
Jeanne Purpuri believes is lived
daily at Harbor House: “Jesus
comes in such a little way to do
great things. I see L’Arche that

way. We are not much, but we do
great things - as Mother Theresa
said - by doing little things with
great love.”

It is a story, as Henri Nouwen
described it, about the mystery of
the Incarnation of Jesus with us.
“God is where we are weak,
vulnerable, small and dependent.
God is where the poor are, the
hungry, the disabled, the mentally
ill, the elderly, the powerless. How
can we come to know where God is
when our focus is elsewhere, on
success, on influence, on power?
The only way for us to stay well in
the midst of our many worlds is to
stay close to the small, vulnerable
Child that lives in our hearts and in
every other human being.”

It is the story, as we see it at
L’Arche Harbor House, of God
humbling Himself to be one with
us. Jesus empties Himself of power,
privilege, and prestige so that he
can identify with us and we with
Him. This reminds us of the core
members of Harbor House who
give away so much of themselves
and in doing so are revelations of
God’s love  - for in giving away the
love they desire, they empty
themselves to have room for Jesus’

birth within their own hearts and
spirits.

It is the story of Love being
born.

A New Building

Perhaps you have noticed that
the Fannin Construction Company
is back in the neighborhood after
completing the addition to Christ
the King School. This construction
going on at the property behind
Peace House of L’Arche Harbor
House is a building which will
house the offices for the Harbor
House leadership team and provide
space for the full community and
friends to gather for daily prayer,
meetings, meals, and special
events.

The anticipated completion
date is early summer when an open
house and dedication will be held.
An invitation will be extended to
all. Meanwhile, please pardon our
mess!

Yard Sale

It’s time to clean out your
closets, clear off your shelves, clear
out the clutter, and recycle those
items you no longer need or want. 

To help motivate you, please
consider donating such “white
elephants’ to L’Arche harbor
House’s annual Spring Yard Sale
which will be held on Saturday,
March 31 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. Proceeds of the sale will be
used to help pay for necessary
maintenance and repairs of its four
homes, grounds, and workshop.

Volunteers are needed to help
pick up items, sort, price, and sell.
Please call the office at 744- 4435
to donate items or to volunteer.
(Volunteers are needed in other area
of community also! Please call for
more information).

L’Arche Harbor House
appreciates your kind help with this
fund raising project.

L-R: Richard Cashen, Mark Struhar, Dottie Klein,
Larry Miller, Viva Walker, Ann May, Sharon Starling,

Andy Doyle, Joy Miller

Sharon Starling (left) and Ann May        Roberta Smith, Pam Johnson,
Amy Schultz

by Eileen Porter

Opportunity of a Lifetime, a
capital campaign undertaken by the
Diocese of St. Augustine to insure
the future of our children and our
faith, held a meeting in Christ the
King’s social hall on January 7th.
The meeting was to introduce the
campaign to pastors and committee
members of the diocesan churches
who will participate in the second
block of the campaign. Christ the
King’s pastor, Father Robert
McDermott, opened the meeting
with a prayer and words of
welcome.

Bishop Snyder spoke of the
need for the campaign and
introduced a video presentation to
explain the campaign and its goals.
The principal purpose of the
campaign is to raise funds to
provide for high schools in places
in the diocese where they are not
available. In the first phase, this
would be west Jacksonville and
Gainesville. There is also the need
to expand the existing St. Joseph’s
Academy in St. Augustine. The
plan provides for the expansion of
Morning Star School as well.

Vocation and clergy
endowment, a fund to provide for

current and future seminarians, is
an important part of this campaign.
Guardian of Dreams Endowment,
to support inner city schools at St.
Pius V and Holy Rosary,  is another
important part of this endeavor.

Finally, a Christian Formation
Endowment for religious programs
on both a diocesan and parish level,
and Parish Development to assist
parishes to carry out their
ministries.

In order to help all of us to a
better understanding of the
campaign and its goals, a series of
receptions are being held. Each
family will be invited to one of the
receptions. They will be pleasant,
informal affairs where we will meet
with fellow parishioners, in the
home of a parishioner. Mr. Tony
Trotti, a parishioner for many years
and advertising and layout designer
for Christ the King’s “Courier”
since its inception three years ago,
has graciously consented to be
Chairman of Christ the King’s
campaign. Look for more
information about this campaign in
the weeks to come.

Commitment cards will be
distributed at all Masses on March
17th and 18th. 

COVER STORY
Opportunity of a Lifetime

SPECIAL THANKS
January 28, 2001

Dear Members of Christ the King
Church:

It is with deep gratitude that I
write on behalf of the disabled men
and women of L’Arche Harbor
House to thank you for your
generosity of Christmas gifts from
the Advent Giving Tree. Each gift
is appreciated - and most gratefully
- since we know that they represent
much love and caring concern.
Thank you for helping to make
Christmas such a very special
holiday for them. You truly helped
make it the event our loving Father
wants it to be - a time full of the
gifts which the Christ Child brings
His love, joy and peace.

We are also grateful for all the
gifts that you share with us all year
long. In this way you make
Christmas happen every day - by
your welcome, your acceptance,
your care and sharing your time
and talents with us. 

We would love to thank you in
person and so offer this invitation
to our community night
celebrations on the First Thursday
of each month. We start at 6:00
p.m. with prayer, followed by a
potluck supper, and a time for
socializing. Please join us!

In gratitude and peace,

Dottie Klein,
Director
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Bake Sale

Pat Askew, Ceil Kulas, and Trudy Cameron

Judy Mead and her mom Rita Walsh

CKCCW raffled off 3 baskets of goodies at the bake sale

by Claretta Lamusga

The ladies of Christ the King
Council of Catholic Women
(CKCCW) held a bake sale after
the Masses on the ninth and tenth
of December.

It was really great to see the
large number of women
participating in our fund raiser.  We
had an abundance of cookies,

cakes, candy, and other sweets
donated. We also raffled off three
baskets of wine, cheese and
crackers, and other goodies.  The
winners of the baskets were Patty
O’Rourke, Berlin Clark, and Trudy
Cameron.  Congratulations to the
winners!

We had a profit of $1,080.25
and wish to thank everyone who
helped to make the event such a
huge success.

Remember
These Days ...

by Father Brian Carey

For the Jewish people the prime
intervention of Almighty God into
their history is the saving event of
the Passover, Exodus. It is not just
something that happened in the
past in a particular location, but
something whose effects continue
through the ages to this day, and
will continue till the end of time. In
the annual recalling and celebration
of Passover the whole congregation
of Israel enters into it and becomes
part of it. Likewise they celebrate
the other High Holy Days like Yom
Kippur, Hanukkah, Booths, Purim,
etc. Wouldn’t it be awful if they
forgot these Divine Interventions
on their behalf?

For us Christians the prime
intervention of God in our history
is the Death and Resurrection of
Jesus.  The saving power of this
event persists until now and
continues to affect our lives. Lest
we forget, we recall this wonderful
event annually by celebrating Holy
Week and Easter. When we
participate in the celebration we
participate in the grace of Jesus’
amazing act of love on our behalf.

The ceremonial of the Easter
Vigil is the paradigm, the basic
model and example for all our
liturgical services. These words are
used at the blessing of the Paschal
Candle, symbol of the risen Christ,
at the beginning of the celebration:

Christ yesterday and today
the beginning and the end

Alpha
and Omega

All time belongs to him
and all the ages.

To him be glory and power
through every age, forever. Amen.

From this we can see that all
our time belongs to God and not to
us. But as we have been learning
from our stewardship, He only asks
for a portion of it back, Sabbath
time, certain other days that we
have come to call Holy Days,

prayer time, time in service to
others.

Holy Days recall significant
events and people in God’s
interventions in the history of our
salvation, days like Christmas,
Epiphany, Ascension, the Body and
Blood of Christ, All Saints,
Immaculate Conception and so on.
These are what we call Holy Days
of Obligation because we are
obliged to mark them by
participating in the Eucharist, and
also by abstaining from work as on
Sundays. Gradual secularization of
our society has made it difficult for
people to abstain from work when
these feasts fall on weekdays. That
is one of the reasons the Bishops of
the United States have moved some
of these days, like Ascension, the
Body and Blood of Christ, to a
Sunday. In this way it is hoped we
will at least remember our faith
history and celebrate gratefully the
Lord’s mercy and goodness. For
the same reason, when these days
fall on a Saturday or Monday, the
obligation to participate in the
Eucharist ceases.  Christmas Day
and the Immaculate Conception are
always celebrated on 

the actual day.
Not all Holy Days are days of

Obligation, for instance, the feast
of the Annunciation and the feast of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Some
people think Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday are days of obligation,
but they are not. I’ve heard it said
that Thanksgiving should be of
obligation in this country.
Immaculate Conception is a day of
obligation in this country because
She is the national patron. It is not
a day of obligation in Kenya. St.
Patrick’s Day is in Ireland, but not
here. 

The easiest way to keep check
is to watch your Catholic Calendar
and Church bulletin.

What is most important about
these Holy Days is that they remind
us of God’s love for us and allow us
to acknowledge and celebrate that
love. So next time one of these
days comes about ask yourself if
you have enough faith and love to
join in our celebration.
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Black and White Ball

by Janet Mallot 

Traditional black and white
decorations were splashed with
brilliant sapphire at the Eighth
Annual Black and White Ball, held
on Friday evening, November 3, at
the Omni Hotel in downtown
Jacksonville. The ball was hosted
by the Board of Directors of the
Jacksonville Regional Office of
Catholic Charities and The Most
Reverend John J. Snyder, Bishop of
St. Augustine and Honorary Ball
Chairman. This gala event offered a
cocktail reception, an elegant
dinner, dancing to the exciting
music of Liquid Pleasure, a quiet
coffee café, and a silent art auction
which was a new feature this year. 

As always, the purpose of the
Black and White Ball is to promote
awareness of the nature of
homelessness in the Jacksonville
area and to raise funds to prevent
homelessness. Over 500 people
donned their formal attire for this
year’s Ball in support of the efforts
of Catholic Charities to respond to
those who, but for the help received
through this organization, would be
homeless. The proceeds will help
implement the vision and planning
that has gone into establishing
Catholic Charities as the
coordinator for the “Network of
Care,” which provides a wide range
of assistance to those in need and
serves as the link to other local
agencies in order to maximize the
services offered.

Pam Rillstone served as
chairman of the large committee of
volunteers and junior volunteers

who worked many long hours in
planning the Ball.

“Special thanks to this year’s
Ball Committee for all their hard
work and dedication in making this
Ball a success and my job much
easier,” Pam stated. 

An innovative new feature of
the Ball was the Catholic Charities
Silent Art Auction 2000, ‘Roses of
Charity’, the inspiration of Board
member, Mark Miller. Nineteen
local artists were provided with
materials and asked to render their
artistic impressions of roses on 18”
x 24” canvases. The artwork was
juried with Jan Craven, Executive
Director of the Jacksonville
Museum of Modern Art, Aaron
DeGroft, Curator of Art at the
Cummer Museum of Art, and
Cinda Sherman, publisher of Arbus
Magazine comprising the panel of
judges. 

At the end of the evening over
$5,000 had been raised in the
auction. All proceeds went to
Catholic Charities in Jacksonville
to aid in ending homelessness in
the area. “I felt a silent art auction
to be held in conjunction with the
Black and White Ball was an
additional way to raise funds. It is
also a creative way to promote
local artists and to present a
permanent expression of one’s
love,” Mark said. 

Before dinner Preston Keyes,
Chairman of the Board, welcomed
the guests and spoke briefly about
the work of Catholic Charities and
the purpose of the Ball. William
Tierney, Diocesan Director,
presented a new award, Caritas
Christi to Bishop Snyder for his
profound devotion and many years
of service to those less fortunate in
the region. 

Then, beneath the immense
crystal chandeliers in the ballroom
of the Omni Hotel, guests dined
and danced. The tables were
elegantly graced with tall crystal
flutes cascading with white roses
and tulips. Tea lights and
unpolished sapphires were
scattered on mirrors around the
flutes, and in the corners of the
ballroom, ficus trees twinkled with
tiny white lights. Sapphire, the
signature color for this year’s Ball,

highlighted the decorations and the
evening’s program. 

The energized music of Liquid
Pleasure kept the dance floor full
throughout the evening.
Meanwhile, for those who
preferred a quieter atmosphere,
“The St. John’s Café” across from
the ballroom offered a wide variety
of coffees, liqueurs and pastries as
well as the mellow music of Joseph
Williams at the piano.

Sapphire was an appropriate
color for this year’s Ball. The deep
blue stones are said to symbolize

endurance, serenity and eternity.
The endurance of Catholic
Charities’ work to prevent
homelessness is evident in its 57
years of service in Jacksonville.
The staff and volunteers continue to
work diligently to bring serenity to
those whose lives have been
wracked by turmoil and fear.
Services offered with compassion
and love provide both those
offering the service and those
served a brief glimpse of the
grandeur of eternity.

Bishop John Snyder with Herbert and Pamela Rillstone Pam Rillstone and Audrey Reiley receiving an autographed
football from Bryan Barker (Jaguars’ punter)

Holiday Baskets
by Mickey Kenny

Sixty brimming food baskets
were gathered for Thanksgiving
with another 70 baskets for
Christmas by the St. Vincent de
Paul Society with the generosity of
Christ the King Church
parishioners. Every year
Vincentians are able to put together
a large number of baskets which
are really remarkable. Because
parishioners are generous with
gifts to the Society, the Society can
be generous in ordering supplies
for larger numbers of families
whose holidays would be less
warm.

Each Thanksgiving and
Christmas basket was filled with a
turkey, a canned ham, one bag each
of potatoes, onions and oranges,
several cans of vegetables, and a
can of cranberry sauce, a pound of
butter, a package of rolls, stuffing
and gravy, salt and pepper shakers,
pumpkin pie, and whipped cream.
There were candies for the young
or just young at heart and candy
canes for the Christmas baskets.
The boxes were so full I hope I’m
not forgetting anything.

Just the procuring and setting
up  by Frank Japour of 120 boxes
at Thanksgiving and 140 boxes at
Christmas was no small
undertaking – it took two boxes for
each basket!  Then at 7:00 a.m. on
two Saturday mornings there were
three men with trucks (Don

Podany, Robert Ross, and Stu
Pierce) picking up the food
supplies in bulk lots at the Publix
Food Store managed by Tony
Zeaiter. This had been previously
arranged by Sharon Jones. The
food was brought back to the St.
Vincent de Paul food pantry where
the truckers were greeted by
several volunteers – young and old
– all smiling and enjoying the
unpacking and repacking of all the
items.

Next we loaded our cars with
the boxes and the addresses of the
recipients as well as the gathering
of baskets for some of our
Vietnamese community. Would
you believe that all boxes were
actually delivered by 11:00 a.m.?
Doesn’t this serve to let everyone
know what we can accomplish
with cooperation, energy, and
love?

A good time was had by all.
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Angels Wings of Love

The “models”
by Claretta Lamusga

“Camp I am Special” was the
recipient of the funds raised at the
luncheon and style show at Christ
the King on January 20th.

This was a cooperative effort of
people throughout the diocese.
Gloria Nebrich (from our parish)
chaired the event with the co-
chairman being another Christ the
King parishioner, Helen Pierce.
Gloria and her crew made sure the
“angel” theme was all “a-glitter”
with sparkling wings for
decorations.

The models were young and “a
little older,” many of them

physically challenged, looking
pretty and ready to take on the
world. Some of their mothers and
friends also modeled.

A delicious lunch of fettuccine
alfredo and the trimmings was
served with the help of some teens
working on their service hours. At
dessert time baskets of large,
yummy cookies were passed
around for guests to help
themselves.

As I write, a final count has not
been made but the ladies hoped to
present as much as $5,000 to this
great cause.

Gloria Nebrich would like to
thank all those who helped to make
this such a huge success.

Anniversary Celebration 2000

Mike and Irene Capizzi, Rosemary and Tony Shami, 
and Cass and Dolly Casterlin

By Eileen Porter

The beautiful Saint Elizabeth
Ann Seton Church at Palm Coast,
Florida was the setting for the
anniversary celebration honoring
couples married 25 years or more
on November 18, 2000. This is an
annual event sponsored by the
Diocesan Center for Family Life.
The celebration was presided over
by The Most Reverend Bishop
John J. Snyder, Bishop of St.
Augustine.

As the couples arrived they
were directed to the church social
hall where they were warmly
welcomed by members of the
Ladies Guild of Saint Elizabeth
Ann Seton and were served a
continental breakfast.

Later, the honored couples
processed to the church sanctuary
for a musical program prior to the
celebration of Mass. The music
was provided by the church choir
under the direction of Mr. Joseph
Mikulan, Director of Music.
During the Mass presided over by

Bishop Snyder and concelebrated
by the pastor of St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton, Father Frederick Parke, and
Monsignor Achjlle D’Anca. The
honored couples repeated their
marriage vows.

Following the renewal of vows,
each couple went forward to be
congratulated by Bishop Snyder
and to receive a certificate, each of
the ladies was presented with a
beautiful yellow rose. It was a very
lovely and moving ceremony and,
in spite of the number of couples,
each was made to feel that the
ceremony was for them.

More than 200 couples
attended the event, with about 20 of
the couples from Christ The King
Parish. Those couples celebrating
“milestone” anniversaries included
Rita and Russ Butzirius and Dolly
and Cass Casterlin who celebrated
50 years of marriage, Irene and
Mike Capizzi, 45 years and Rose
Mary and Tony Shami 40 years.

Following the Mass, a
reception was held in the parish
hall and enjoyed by all.

Bishop Snyder’s
Message of Love

by Lucille Guzzone

Eighty-three of our young
parishioners received the
Sacrament of Confirmation on
Saturday morning, January 27, at
10 a.m. The church was filled to
capacity as retired Bishop John
Snyder presented a sermon that
touched the hearts of all who were
present. Primarily he addressed the
confirmandi, but directed some of
his words to the adults in the
congregation, as well. 

He told the children to keep
Jesus deep in their hearts and to
look to Him, not only as their
savior, but as their constant
companion. He reminded them that
the Lord loves each one of them,
and that each one is special in
God’s eyes. He warned them not to
look to television or to movie stars
as their models of behavior, but to

walk with Jesus and to look to Him
before making important decisions.
He reminded them that they are
part of God’s family and that they
should share their talents and gifts
with each other beginning now and
lasting throughout their lives.

Bishop Snyder reminded them
that the future of the Church is in
their hands, and so they were
encouraged to love Jesus and one
another, and some to even consider
the life of the priesthood or the
sisterhood. He reminded the adults,
sponsors, parents, and teachers,
that they should continue to be true
models for these children since
they are now such an important
influence in their lives. The Bishop
expressed the hope that the gifts of
the Holy Spirit will be a major
inspiration for those confirmed
now and forever.

Teenangels - October,2000

Bethany Pevy, Michelle Myers, Jennifer Semper, Catherine
Bekkadal, Rebecca Coyle, Brandy Tyndall, Sarah Coyle
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Our Annual Grandparents Mass

by Kathy Nichols

Christ the King School’s
annual grandparent’s Mass was
again held on the Wednesday
before Thanksgiving, November
22, 2000.

After Mass, everyone was
invited to the Shirley David
Hall, or the Kingdome for a light
breakfast and drinks. Mrs.
Griffin, the art teacher, arranged
for several children to play a few
songs each on the piano for the
grandparents in the Shirley
David Hall. Mr. DiGeorgio, the
music teacher, had his child
violinists performing in the
Kingdome. While the
grandparents were at Mass the
room mothers and other
volunteers were busy decorating
and setting up the tables with
food and drinks. As usual, this
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Midnight Mass at CTK honors the birth of Christ
Midnight Mass. It’s a family

tradition not only for Christ the
King, but for the many families
who attend the first Christmas Day
Mass each year.

Several hundred people, young
and old, gathered this year to
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.
They arrived to an ornately
decorated altar. Christmas flowers
of red and pink stacked in
Christmas tree formations hung
beautifully at the feet of our Risen
Lord, as well as around the altar.
More than 270 people donated
money for the Christmas flowers in
memory of loved ones and the
season.

A small Nativity basked in a
Christmas tree’s glow, while the

adoring statue of Mother Mary
watched over the stable where
Christ was born. Advent candles
released the Holy Spirit, their small
golden flames flickering in
celebration of the coming of the
Messiah. The spirit and décor of
Christ the King was the result of the
time and talent of the countless
volunteers, in particular, Arthur and
Daniel Munier, who designed the
special scaffolding that formed the
Poinsettias in the shape of
Christmas trees on the wall.

The evening began at 11:30
p.m. when the Christ the King
Adult and Hand Bell Choirs
performed a variety of religious
and traditional Christmas songs.
Bernie Sans, Musical Director for

Christ the King, choreographed a
superb performance with the aid of
the musically talented parishioners
who practiced many hours for just
this night.

Fully prepared to celebrate the
Mass, the congregation welcomed
the procession as Father Bob
McDermott arrived in an amazing
white vestment, colorfully
embroidered with Mary and the
baby Jesus. During the homily,
Father McDermott brought back a
favorite story for him and
parishioners about his younger
days when he helped an elderly
lady who lived nearby. It was a day
he wanted to play in the snow, but
instead found himself bringing
groceries next door, groceries his
mother bought from the store, and
he helped his neighbor put away.
While eager to get to the snow, he
remained to ensure everything was
properly in its place and

determined not take money as his
Christmas gift. So honored was the
neighbor at his generosity, she gave
him 50 cents (a lot of money, then).
Father McDermott bounded to the
store, not sure what he would buy
until he saw a special Christmas
card. It took the 50 cents he had,
but the smile and the love in his
neighbor’s eyes made it worth
every penny. A short time later, his
neighbor died, but the memory of
that snowy day, of the love he and
his neighbor shared, remains with
him. It was a moving analogy of the
spirit of Christmas and why Jesus
Christ came into the world.

With song and prayers,
parishioners celebrated the Mass
and gave thanks and praise for the
birth of Our Lord. It was a beautiful
service that continued to make
Midnight Mass a family tradition at
Christ the King, on this night, and
in the years to come.

Story and photos by 
Bill Dougherty

(top left) Bernie Sans (on organ) leads the Christ the
King Adult Choir during Midnight Mass;

(top right) flutist Pat Maroney performs a solo
during the 30 minutes of joyous music performed by

the Adult Choir prior to Mass; (center left) Altar
Servers lead the way to start the Mass;

(center right) Father McDermott wears a colorful
vestment depicting Mary with Jesus; (bottom left)

Father McDermott used incense to bless the lectern
before giving his homily; Father McDermott leads

the congregation in giving thanks to God as we
celebrate the birth of Our Lord, Jesus Christ.
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Tony Trotti reads from Holy Scripture during
Midnight Mass

Our Mother Mary watches over the Holy Nativity
that basks in the glow of Christmas light

Parishioners stand as Midnight Mass begins at Christ the King Church

Beautiful Christmas poinsettias decorate the
Santuary, a tribute to Christ the King and born

from loving dedication of Arthur and Daniel
Meiunier (Photo by Claretta Lamusga)

Father McDermott, along with Tony Trotti and the altar servers, bow to the
Lord at the conclusion of Midnight Mass

Father McDermott gives thanks to God for the fruits of the ground and the vine

Father McDermott steps from the altar to share his
homily with parishioners
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Walking in the path of Christ

Receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation
Eighty-one young men and

women from Christ the King
School and CCD received the
Sacrament of Confirmation from
Bishop John J. Snyder, D.D.,
retired Bishop of the Diocese of St.
Augustine, on Saturday, Jan. 27,
during a 10 a.m. Mass.

The educational path taken to
Confirmation began long ago, for
some as early as kindergarten, as
their parents, friends and relatives,
along with the Catholic church,
guided and prayed for them. It was
a prayerful journey, a slow, steady
walk into God’s light and grace,
along the path that ended with the
Gifts of the Holy Spirit. The gifts
included wisdom, understanding,
right judgment, courage,
knowledge, reverence, wonder and
awe.

A key to their Christian
education was the acceptance of

Catholic beliefs, beliefs based on
the teachings of Christ and the
Apostles. Students found these
beliefs, these principals of faith,
contained in the Apostle’s Creed,
Nicene Creed and Athanasian
Creed.  The beliefs include the
trinity, incarnation, the Bible,
grace, salvation and the Ten
Commandments.

These fine young men and
women on the path of Christ
learned about Mary, the Church,
our Pope, the saints, sin, judgment,
heaven, hell, purgatory, faith, hope,
and love. They received these
lessons from their parents, teachers,
our pastor, priests, and the laity.

On Thursday, Jan. 25, sponsors
and students gathered at Christ the
King Church for a rehearsal. They
practiced the Order of the Mass for
their Confirmation. It was amazing
to see the precision and

organization applied by the
teachers and so aptly followed by
the students.

On Saturday, students gathered
at Christ the King School, dressed
in their best for the Lord, ready to
receive their Holy Sacrament of
Confirmation. In an orderly
procession, they filed out of the
school and stopped at the entrance
to the church. Each student
received a carnation. A full church
greeted the young men and women
and each passed his or her
carnation to an altar server who
then placed them in vases in front
of the altar. The colorful flowers
accentuated the hopes and beliefs
of these fine young men and
women.

During the Mass, Bishop
Snyder said he prayed for the
students to follow in their faith, to
“stick with it and remain close to
God.” He requested prayers from

every parishioner for those
receiving Confirmation. After his
homily, each student gave a card to
our Pastor, Father Bob McDermott,
and with the sponsor’s right hand
on the student’s right shoulder, the
Bishop announced the child’s
Confirmation name as he blessed
them with oil and confirmed them
in the Catholic faith. To each,
Bishop Snyder said, “Peace be with
you,” and the Confirmed student
replied, “And also with you.”

After the Mass, the
Confirmandi, sponsors, parents,
teachers and friends, enjoyed a
reception in the Parish Hall. It was
a time to remember the years of
effort, effort that paid off with
Confirmation and receipt of the gift
of the Holy Spirit. Confirmed in the
Holy Spirit, these 81 young men
and women continue to walk the
path of Christ. Amen.

Lucille Guzzone and Susie Cooney coordinate the
rehearsal

Students practice the Open Procession for the Confirmation Mass

Emi Arnold
Drew Baker
Kristen Ballentine
Landon Barrow
Nicholas Barrera
Karl Bednar
Josh Blas
Thomas Bradley
Brittany Burnes
Timothy Callaway
Caitlin Chorbak
Tara Crisp
Elizabeth Daugharty

Travis Dolan
Natalie D’Orazio
Timothy Dougherty
Samantha Fewel
Kristina Francisc
Sydney Franklin
Cameron Frye
Kristin Hayes
Brian Hogue
Michael Holland
Patrick Hollis
Joseph James
Craig Jenkins
Brian Karahalios
John Klinkenberg
Michael Kuhn
Jennifer Lands
Casey Lands
Elizabeth Lynch
Jennifer Martin
Briana Medlock
Colin Meigs
Robert Mercado
Timothy Miller
Jacquelyn Mills
Leslie Morante
Melissa Nolan
Jessie Oliver
Kimberly Oquindo
John Parliament
Matthew Perret
Bethany Pevy
Justine Praxedes

Chase Punzalan
Natalie Que
Tony Ramos
Daniel Ray
Sean Rho Heather
Riggs
Amy Rillstone
David Rivera
Luis Rivera
Christopher Ryder
Alex Saar
Kristi Sapitan
Kristen Schanze
Alexandria Schmitt
Alex Sears
Jamie Sorkness
Kaleigh Strauss
Kevin Sweat
Karl Thies
Erin Thurlow
Nicholas Trotti
Douglas Turner
Kaleigh Vause
Victoria Ventrone
Mark Verrette
Jessica Vernon
Chrissy Vince
Jenna Warren
Ashley Wilson
Michael Winter
Erin Wood
Thomas Yarger
Ashley Young
Isaiah Young
David Zinner

Students line up to practice the Prayer For the Faithful

Confirmation Class of 2001 gather with their sponsors at the end of
rehearsal
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Tony Trotti and Lucille Guzzone celebrate after
Confirmation Mass. Ms. Guzzone is the
CCD Director for Christ the King, and

Mr. Trotti’s son, Nick, received the
Sacrament of Confirmation

Bishop Snyder, along with Father McDermott and the other priests of
Christ the King, join in the group photos with Confirmed students

Ms. Page Peeler, CCD Confirmation teacher, and James Litchkofski
and Susie Cooney, Confirmation teachers for Christ the King School,
prepare to lead the students into the church for Confirmation Mass

(top left) Tim Dougherty poses with his
CCD teacher, Ms. Page Peeler, and his

sponsor, Ms. Jo Thomas; (top right)
Ms. Peeler prepares CCD students for

Confirmation Mass; (left) Deacon Dave
MacNamara reads from the Gospel
during Confirmation Mass; (right)

plentiful fruits were part of the
reception following the Mass

Story and
photos by

Bill Dougherty
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by Corrina Steiger

This interview was first
published  in the November 21,
2000 issue of Folio Weekly. Since
its first printing, Mike Tetlow has
had some setbacks. He is seeking
assistance from a man (or men)
who would be willing to assist him
at home on a weekly basis for a
time. If you can help, please
contact his brother, Father John
Tetlow at 723-3441. Corrina
Steiger’s interview with Mike
Tetlow is reprinted with permission.

While on his honeymoon in
Oregon five years ago, a terrible car
crash left teacher Mike Tetlow
confined to a wheelchair. But after
a year of therapy and surgeries,
Tetlow returned to the classroom

teaching history at St. Paul’s
Catholic Grade School at the
Beaches. A devout Catholic with
fiery red hair, Tetlow is a powerful
force in the classroom, and is the
most influential teacher I ever had.

F.W.- What got you through the
tough parts?
M.T.- Prayer, family, friends. The
church started all sorts of prayer
groups in Jacksonville, they had
church collections, they had a
walk-a-thon that raised $15,000. It
was amazing.

F.W.- Why did you still want to
teach?
M.T.- I would go crazy. I had to do
something. I could have retired on
full disability, but I had to get out of
the house. And luckily I can still do

something. If I was in construction,
I wouldn’t be able to do anything.
And I love teaching, I always have.
There’s a lot of ignorant kids out
there who need to learn about
history (laugh).

F.W.- Do your students treat you
differently than other teachers?
M.T.- Some kids cut up, some kids
listen to you more intently than
others. I don’t think anybody sees
me and sees some guy in a
wheelchair. They just see me.

F.W.- What life lessons do they
learn from having a handicapped
teacher?
M.T.- If you get a hard knock in
life, don’t give   up. Continue to do
what you think God wants you to. I
don’t think God gives more than
you can handle. I personally hope
to God that I’m not in this chair
forever. But it could be a whole lot
worse. I see people in wheelchairs
that are homeless. I’ve got a loving
wife, a good family, a place to live
and a job.

F.W.- How do your students assist
you in the classroom?
M.T.- They help enter the grades in
the grade book, where the boxes are
too small for me to write in. We
also have a lunch schedule— two
students come each day to heat my
lunch up for me, and put my spoon
in my hand.

F.W.- Can you use a computer?
M.T.- I put a pencil in one hand, a
student puts one in the other and I
go at it. I can type about 30 words
per minute.

F.W.- How have you held on to
your faith?
M.T.- I don’t think God made this
happen. I think this happened
because we have free will. But I
can see God in the midst of it
because of what He’s allowed me
to have. A job and the use of my
arms, a chair that I can get around
in, a wife, I can still teach. This is a
lemon. You can frown and become
bitter, but I’m trying to make
lemonade.

An Interview
With Mike Tetlow
A Class Act

Dress, Demeanor, Discipline
Show How We Value Holy Mass

by Bishop Robert Vasa

Several years ago I had the
opportunity, while visiting
Washington, D.C., to observe the
changing of the guard at the Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier at
Arlington National Cemetery.

I was so struck by the simple,
deliberate elegance of the
ceremony that I stayed for extra
minutes simply to watch the young
man march to and fro with that
same simple, deliberate elegance.
The uniforms were absolutely
impeccable, the shoes shined to
pure gloss, the faces of the guards
set like granite, the measured steps
precise, the entire person focused
on the job at hand. It was clear from
all of the above that the young men
knew that what they were about
was serious and important.

I have reflected repeatedly on
the Arlington experience as it
relates to what we do in our
Catholic Churches. The Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass is the most
significant event in the world. As
the priest and ministers enter the
church and proceed down the aisle,
there is not the expectation that
they imitate the guards at
Arlington, but it would be most
appropriate to do so. The guard at
Arlington processes solemnly in
front of a tomb of national
significance, and he is rightfully
dignified. Every altar in every
Catholic Church has eternal
significance and deserves a regard
greater than that demanded by the
national tomb.

I am not advocating a religious
solemnity devoid of joy or
humanity, but it appears that
Arlington may have something
which the Catholic Church needs.
The dignity manifested by the

guard points towards and
accentuates the dignity of the place.
Silence is observed at the National
Tomb. Silence is a sign of respect
for the place and the meaning of the
place. Silence is appropriate and
enforced vigorously there. Order is
enforced there.

As I stood watching the guard
making his seemingly routine and
non-variable march, he suddenly
broke out of line two steps at an
angle to his right. He removed the
rifle from his shoulder, held it in his
hands, and said very forcefully,
“Stay behind the barrier!” A couple
of seconds later, he repeated the
command, at which a woman who
had crossed into forbidden territory
to get a better picture retreated to
the area reserved for visitors. He
then returned to his line and
resumed his march. No apology, no
explanation; the sign said “No
Trespassing”; what part of “No”
was not understood?

The trespass onto sacred
secular soil was deemed
unacceptable. The dignity of the
place demanded order and an
observance of that order. Once
again, I do not advocate this kind of
rigid, cold enforcement, but the
dignity of our churches needs to be
fostered and preserved. The dignity
of this sacred place will be lost as
the sacredness of the area around
the tomb would quickly be lost, if
there is not a decided effort to
preserve it.

Wouldn’t it be cute if four or six
little 5-year-olds dressed up like
Marines and marched back and
forth with the guard? It might be
cute, but it would not befit the
dignity of the place or the
solemnity of the occasion. Yet time
and again, we try to introduce
people and behaviors into our
churches which are deemed “cute”
and therefore somehow mandatory.

I suggest that “cute” has its place,
but Arlington National Cemetery is
not one of them, and neither are our
churches which house Jesus
Himself, Body, Blood, Soul and
Divinity.

Several years ago, the Holy
Father re-instituted a dress code for
the churches of Rome, his diocese.
No one in shorts or sleeveless shirts
was to be admitted into the church
building.

An American sense of rights
and freedom rebels against such
rules, calling them absurdities. Yet
it was done and it was enforced.
Tourists who have traveled across
an ocean to see a church were
turned back at the door unless they
were properly attired. This was
only to visit a church while no other
liturgical action was going on. The
Holy Father saw a need to institute
a policy aimed at restoring, in a
very concrete way, a proper sense
of reverence for the house of God. 

I have often heard the argument
that the administrators of churches
should be pleased to see that people
come, regardless of how they are
dressed. The other side of that is
that people need to demonstrate in
word and deed the proper
disposition and attitude. I am
certain the American people would
be rightfully chagrined if the guard
at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier were to show up in plaid
shorts, a tank top and half-laced
tennis shoes. It is hard to imagine
that he could have a proper interior
attitude to the job at hand were he
to come to “work” dressed like that.

Our liturgy is a sacred “work.”
How we come to that work is
probably as important as the fact
that we come. We must recognize
that we come to church for sacred
work, sacred worship; this
demands a decorum commensurate
with the dignity of the work to be
done. Even if that “work” is to utter

a private prayer, it still demands an
appropriate decorum.

The soldiers at Arlington know
the sacredness of the work which
they do. Their dress, their
demeanor, their discipline all
speaks of their recognition of that
sacredness. Seeing them is a source
of pride for me.

I am proud of what they
represent, proud of the values
which their discipline bespeaks,
proud of the country which at heart
still knows that honor and fidelity
are worth defending.

For these values people live,
and for these values people gave
their lives. The dress and demeanor
of these troops say that they truly
honor and respect the life and death
of those represented at the Tomb of
the Unknown.

Catholics likewise need to
know the sacredness of the
liturgical “work” which they do.
Their dress, their demeanor, their
discipline, ought all to speak of
their recognition of that sacredness.

Seeing the dress and demeanor
of Catholics in Church ought to be
a source of pride. They ought to
manifest a genuine respect for
Jesus present, as well as for the
values of the Catholic Church. For
these values, saints, declared and
not declared, gave their lives; for
these values each Catholic must be
willing to dress in a fashion which
shows recognition and respect.
Bishop Vasa, a native of Lincoln,
Nebraska, was made bishop of the
Diocese of Baker, Oregon, in 1999.
The essay originally appeared in
the Catholic Sentinel June 30,
2000. It is reprinted with
permission.

Taken from Adoremus Bulletin,
November 2000.
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The M.O.M.S. Program

by Kathy Nichols

It seems like a long time ago
when I was first asked to help start
up a M.O.M.S. program at Christ
the King Church ( actually, it had to
be seven or so years ago). Several
of us had been going to some
spiritual meetings at Marywood
that were organized by people from
M.O.M.S. programs in other
churches. Sister Paula from San
Jose Catholic Church headed most
of them. In fact, she was the
original organizer many years ago
when she was still in  Arizona. How
lucky to have her here, anxious to
help us start our own ministry. Five

parishioners went to the
facilitator’s workshops, and we
were then able to start our own
groups at Christ the King. And so
the story goes. I facilitated for
about 3 years, and then stepped
down and let others come in. There
have been so many women who
have come through the M.O.M.S.
program. I hope all have grown
from it both spiritually and
cognitively.

Well, in these ‘retirement years’
from being a facilitator, I have
acted as a prayer partner to several
of the participants. What a
wonderful journey. Each
participant has a prayer partner.

We, of course, pray for the
participant, but also do other
things, such as mail cards, send a
gift, make a phone call and just
wish the best for this person who is
going through the program.

We never know if these women
are spiritual leaders or spiritual
novices; in a struggling marriage,
divorced, or happily pregnant.
They may feel like the weight of
the world is on their shoulders. Or
they may be the one who helps
unload this weight off another
mom. So we pray. We pray that
these meetings are all that these
ladies expected them to be; and that
they make new friends, find new

hope, and establish a more
prayerful life. Our primary purpose
on earth is to make sure our souls
go to heaven.

At the end of the M.O.M.S.
sessions, there is always a
Celebration dinner. This is when
we get to meet the mom that we had
been praying for, and she us. It’s a
very nice affair. There’s always an
excellent speaker. The moms give
us prayer partners a gift (usually an
angel pin) so that we’ll always
remember that we had an effect on
that mom’s life for the past 6
weeks. We have a chance to see the
camaraderie among all those
women. And it’s such a pleasure!

Deserts
by Meredith Reno

On a particular Sunday
morning during Advent, I sat and
listened to Father Thanh’s homily
about deserts.  He explained how
some of the greatest prophets,
disciples and Jesus himself, spent
time in the desert.  He was not
speaking then of an allegorical
desert, but of a practical desert that
exposes one to the rigors and
hazards of life and nature with little
or no protection, little or no
comfort, and a solitude that
reverberates loudly in one’s soul.
He requested of the people that
they simplify their lives during this
Advent season, in effect causing a
figurative desert that would bring
people closer to God.

I am a blessed person, blessed
because the Lord saw fit to push me

into a desert that was to change my
entire life.  My mom passed away
after suffering through thirty-seven
years of multiple sclerosis...a
prisoner in her own body.  Six
weeks after her passing, I was
diagnosed with cancer.  I had no
insurance, was a single mom and
was most definitely too sick to
work.  I am not a person that adapts
well to relinquishing control of my
life to anyone, not even to God, but
here I was, suddenly stripped of
everything.  I had to depend on the
outside world and faith to support
me and it was one of the most
difficult lessons that I had to learn.
I quickly allowed myself to listen
to the spirit that was always talking
to me from my heart and I knew
that somehow, I would get through
this difficult time. I learned to put it
all in God’s hands and allow Him to

mold me in the fashion that He saw
fit for me.

During the course of six months
of extensive chemotherapy, I made
many friends.  I went to the clinic
every week and camped out with
the attitude that it was a day trip, no
matter what time my appointment
had been set to be.  I let a smile
bubble up from my heart and
plaster itself on my wan face,
which was made all the paler by the
absence of all of my hair.  I wrote
poetry, drew sketches and shared
conversation with others in the
clinic.  During this time, my faith
was increasing at a pace that was
astounding, even to me.  On several
occasions I received anonymous
letters from people containing one
hundred dollar bills and bearing the
message that Jesus loved me and
that when I was better I should do

the same for others, like the current
movie, “Pass It Forward.” I have
made it a practice to do just that.

That was six years ago. If God
were to tell me that I could redo the
past six years and eliminate
anything that I wanted to eliminate
or change, I would have to tell Him
that I would do it exactly the same
way.  I now am a teacher of
profoundly mentally handicapped,
medically fragile kids at a public
school here in town.  I have my
own home; I have a new car and I
have my health.  My faith is an
integral part of who I am and I
show that by example.  My teenage
son is a happy and healthy young
man, a junior at Terry Parker, and
he is wise beyond his years.

I have lived through my desert,
and it was worth every moment.  

Blessing
after the

dance

L-R: Judy Koziolek,
Father McDermott,

Linda Dixon,
Carol Ann-Black,

Father Thanh

Stacie Vestal, Pat Thomas, Bootsie Rhoden At the buffet table
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What is Landings?
by Linda McCreary and Larry
McKay

Landings is one ministry at
Christ the King with which many
parishioners are not familiar–and
for a good reason.  The Landings
ministry is a program which
welcomes back Catholics who have
fallen away from the church and
are contemplating a return to their
religion.

The Diocese of St. Augustine
adopted the program as a tool that
empowers the laity in the process
of welcoming Catholics back to the
Church. Landings is a safe harbor
or landing place for returning
Catholics to explore their faith and
future with the church. It is a family
which welcomes a loved one back
into the fold.

The program is very structured.
It consists of eight to ten weekly
two-hour sessions.  Weekly
sessions begin with what is called a
“check in” exercise where each
member takes a few minutes to tell
the group  how they are feeling and
what they have experienced since

the last meeting. Sometimes a
member uses an analogy as simple
as the weather to describe their
week: “My entire week has been
stormy; nothing has gone right for
me.” Then the individual proceeds
with a brief explanation of why
they are feeling that way. The
“check in” exercise lets each
person know how the others are
feeling.

Check in is followed by three to
ten minutes of opening prayer.
Each 

week a different member leads
the group in prayer. Prayer might
be comprised of scripture readings,
music, or whatever the individual
wishes to use in expressing his
spirituality. The training literature
contains all the information and
suggestions necessary to prepare a
prayer experience.

The spiritual journey story is
next, and lasts from 10 to 20
minutes. Each week a different
member of the group shares his
faith journey. The storyteller may
share as much or as little of his
journey as desired. Some of the

team members may have been in
similar circumstances during their
lives having felt the same pain and
frustration that the returning
individuals are feeling. There is no
obligation for an individual to tell
his “whole” story unless he really
wishes to do so. Listeners are
bound to strict confidentiality.

Next comes the “Response to
the Story.” This is a time when
members of the group affirm the
storyteller by sharing how the story
has touched their lives; how they
were moved; the connection
between the story and their story;
or even what God is saying to them
through that person’s story.

This is followed by a short
break that gives individuals a
chance to mingle and talk with the
storyteller.

After the break, the group
enters into a discussion of
contemporary Catholic themes. The
discussions through the weeks
follow the Creed using different
suggested topics. The team training
material contains suggested
questions for each topic that can be

used to prompt meaningful
discussions of our beliefs and our
feelings.

The session concludes with
“Housekeeping.” During
housekeeping it is decided who will
prepare the prayer service for the
next meeting, who will facilitate
the meeting, and who will be the
storyteller.

The program calls for a short
prearranged retreat to follow the
eight to ten sessions. Our
experience has shown the retreat to
be a very powerful experience.
Ideally a priest will be available or
even conduct the retreat so the
individuals can avail themselves, in
private, of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation and Absolution.
Following that sacrament, the
groups would come together to
celebrate the Eucharist as a family
rather than the individuals going
back to Mass on a Sunday morning
by themselves and getting lost in a
large congregation.

Anyone who is interested in
Landings is asked to call Larry
McKay or Judy Meade at 220-5848
or 220-2244.

A Very Special Burial Place

by Ray Walker

During life we all like to be
close to our friends and relatives
and it is not different after we die.
How many times have we driven
through the countryside and seen
little rural churches with a
cemetery for its members close by?
Many of my Protestant friends have
been transported, at the time of
their death back to little churches in
Cairo or Folkston, Ga., to be
interred with older family members
in the small church cemetery. At
least once a year extended family
members from all over come to
clean up the grounds, attend a
church service and enjoy a picnic
together.

For most of the first 300 years
of Christianity, the faithful were
buried in underground tunnels
called catacombs, primarily
because of persecution. Here the
living members gathered and

celebrated Mass on a regular basis.
A marvelous extension or
interpretation of this idea is the
modern Columbarium: a place
where Catholic faithful can be
buried on church property, near
where Mass is regularly celebrated
and where on All Souls Day each
year a special Mass is said for those
interred there.

The word Columbarium is a
Latin word meaning “dove cote”
which is a house for doves or
pigeons. These birds, when
domesticated live in little houses or
niches similar to rural mailboxes
but grouped together in a cluster.
Columba is the Latin word for
dove, which, as we know is the
traditional symbol for the Holy
Spirit.

The Columbarium to which I
refer here is a building close to a
church containing a number of
small niches (each approximately
10” deep, 6” high and about 12”

wide). Into each one of these spaces
is placed a small container, about
the size of the average shoe box
containing the cremated ashes of a
deceased person.

Now that the Church is
accepting cremation, this provides
a wonderful place to be buried.
Fifty years after we are gone, how
many people are going to stop by
and say an Ave at our grave site in
a cemetery? In a columbarium,
because it is near a Catholic
Church, people will be coming by
all the time and Masses will be
celebrated near by.

Father McDermott is looking
into the feasibility of constructing a
Columbarium on Christ the King
property. Several churches in the
St. Augustine Diocese either have
Columbarium now or are
contemplating one. Presently, there
is one inside the church of Our
Lady Star of the Sea at Ponte Vedra
Beach and a magnificent one near

the Church of St. Anastasia, south
of St. Augustine where Father
Seamus O’Flynn is the pastor.

There is little or no work
involved in maintaining a burial
place like this. The greatest task is
the simple opening of the niche,
placing the container holding the
ashes in and resealing the opening.
Also, the cost of such an interment
is considerably lower than that of a
conventional burial in a cemetery
plot. The cost to the church should
be minimal or non-existent since
the sale of the niche spaces should
defray the cost of construction.

Members of Christ the King
Church are encouraged to think
about this idea and talk to Father
Bob about it. A small committee
needs to be formed to handle the
sale of the niches and supervise the
future operation and development
of the Columbarium. An ideal
location on church property should
also be chosen.

Outside of the “Cloisters” Columbarium
at St. Anastasia’s Church, St. Augustine Beach

Interior of the “Cloisters” Columbarium at
St. Anastasia’s Church



February, 2001 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 27

Moving Forward into 2001

by Barbara Hanuscin

As we begin the New Year
2001, the Single and Singles Again
Ministry (S&SA) moves forward as
well. We would like to express
recognition of all past officers who
are stepping down. Much
appreciation to Patricia Bell, past
President, for her acceptance of the
office and for all the hard work
which cannot be accurately
reflected on in this article. Also
thanks to Linda Saxbe, past
secretary for her efforts as well.
Lloyd O’Brien, past Vice-
President, will remain in office as
well as Fred Schmidt as treasurer.
Our thanks to them for continuing
under the leadership of our new
president, Katie Corsaro.

Christ the King Single and
Single Again Ministry has become
known for sponsoring dances and

was host to the Diocesan Singles
Dance here in the Kingdome in
October. Other activities have
included dining-out, movies, pizza
parties, dessert nights, game nights,
Sharing and Caring, potluck
dinners, pool nights, picnics,
bowling, gambling cruises, guest
speakers and  various other outings.
With the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul, we have jointly hosted the
A.I.M. (Arlington
Interdenominational Ministries)
monthly dance for Harbor House
and other group homes throughout
the Arlington area.

Recently, thanks to the talent of
Marlene Allen, and the help of
Nino Struzzi and Pat Facell, the
S&SA display placed second at the
annual parish Time and Talent Fair.

Several committees have been
formed which should make for
some more great times to come. 

Our decorating and phone
committee is under the direction of
Cindy Garrett and Mary Ann Ryan.
They have done a fantastic job with
some of our theme events so it will
be a treat to watch what their
combined creative talents come up
with next.

Judy Murphy, who is also
secretary, wears another cap as
“Sunshine” which is very important
and promotes the feeling of
connectivity.

Phred Palmer is chairing the
PR/Activities committee and is
already bringing forth some new,
interesting and exciting proposed
activities. He hopes we will
incorporate them into our calendar.

Dave Allen will take on
chairmanship of the membership
committee with a goal of making
everyone attending any function
feel welcome.

Harvey Gale is lending his
expertise with Roberts Rule of
Order in chairing the by-laws
committee.

Disassembling and cleaning up
after one of our dances is always a
lot of work and it will be great with
David Sark, Annette Williams and
Kahn Do handling that task.
Whew! That’s a lot of work - but
fun ahead for 2001.

The regular scheduled meeting
night is on Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. in
the Shirley David Hall. If you are
single, widowed or divorced, as
Uncle Sam says, “We want you!”
There are no dues and no list is
circulated or published with phone
numbers. Please, feel free to just
drop-in, sign up for a monthly
mailed calendar of scheduled
activities and come back again for a
great time! We look forward to
seeing you.

Treasure
Sunday

by Linda McCreary

Bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse, that there may be meat
in mine house, and prove me now
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if
I will not open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a
blessing, that there shall not be
room enough to receive it.  Malachi
3:10

Treasure Sunday is long past,
but the memory of the Ed Laughlin
family lingers in my mind and in
my heart. We all know that we
should tithe, but it’s hard to give 10
percent to our church when we
struggle to pay the monthly bills.

Since the Laughlins started
tithing, they have personally
experienced the outpouring of
blessings from God.  They say their
lives have never been richer or
more personally and spiritually
satisfying.

That is what made the Ed
Laughlin family story so
memorable to me.  The Laughlins
are an ordinary family who found it
just as hard to tithe as we do. It took
a personal catastrophe to make
them realize that the few dollars
they were dropping in the
collection basket each Sunday were
not enough.

The tragedy occurred when
their eldest son, Michael, then a
toddler, was burned over 60 percent
of his body and was in a coma in
the hospital.  Doctors did not
expect the child to live through the
night.  Mr. Laughlin said he stayed
by his son’s bedside throughout the
night, and never stopped praying
that his son would live to see the
sun rise.

When daylight came, Michael
was still hanging on to life.  It was
at that moment that Ed Laughlin
realized the power of God, and
knew the changes he needed to
make in his life.

The Laughlins were not able to
afford to give 10 percent to the
church right away, but over time
they increased their offering until it
reached 10 percent. They also
increased the amount of time they
volunteered in various ministries at
their church, and have never felt
more blessed. Their children also
tithe with a glad heart from their
babysitting and lawn cutting
money.

We can all feel encouraged that
tithing is possible for us. It takes
courage to put God and church
first, ahead of our own wants and
desires.  No one said it would be
easy, but we know it is the right
thing to do.

Small Groups
From the Beginning

by Durwood Dando

In 1984, when the Renew
Program was being formed
nationally, a group met at Lucy
Ettinger’s house one morning.
There were over 90 groups formed
at Christ the King and the morning
group that started at Lucy’s still
meets on the second Monday of
every month at 10:30 a.m. After
Bible study they have lunch and
then visit until about 2:00 p.m.
There are only nine members left
now, Dixie Dando, the leader, and
her husband Durwood, Irene
Gleason, Wanda Magne, Martha
Cumbee, Polly and Tom Morris,
and Doris and John Faustini. Father
Thanh is a frequent guest.

Father Carr used to enjoy the
meetings and still attends when he
is in Jacksonville. He says he tells
people around the country about
the group.

Rita Coutie, who had to leave
the group due  to moving to another
city, also comes to the meeting
when she is in town.

Some members have died:
Lucy Ettinger, who was the first
leader, and her husband, Maurice;
Andy Magne, who was the co-
leader with Dixie; and Ray

Gleason, who never missed a
meeting. Some others have become
ill and can no longer attend, but the
nine who are left seldom miss a
meeting. One of the meetings is the
Christmas party at Martha
Cumbee’s house and the group
used to go to Marywood once a
year and meet outdoors.

The group that has lasted over
16 years will stay together as long
as the members can get to the
meetings. They all say that it is an
important part of their lives and
they have learned so much about
our Catholic faith. They have all
become close friends, and
especially enjoy the meetings when
Father Thanh attends.

Line dancing at the Christmas Dance December 2
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Coordinator of
Volunteer Services
If you would life to volunteer your
Time, Talent, & Treasure but not sure
what you would like to do or maybe
you’re in a ministry but the one you
want, call Al Martin, 744-4302.

LITURGY

Altar Server Ministry
Interested youth 5th grade or older
and who have received First Holy
Communion.  Once trained they are
entered into a rotating schedule for
the Masses. Contact  Jim Litchkofski
at 646-0694.

Eucharistic Ministers
Assisting the clergy in the
distribution of  Holy Communion
either during Mass or by bringing the
Eucharist to the homebound or
hospitalized. Candidates are chosen
by Father Robert J. McDermott as
recommended by the priests and staff
members of the parish. Elizabeth
Tadros, coordinator, 725-6745.

Gift Bearers
Families, Individuals or Parish
ministries who want to bring the gifts
to the altar during Mass.  Call Kathy
Weedon at 221-5468.

Lector Ministry
A Lector is an instrument of God’s
grace and proclaims His word for our
Christian Community. Call Lucille
Guzzone, 724-9617.

Music Ministry
Any individual who has a talent with
music or can play an instrument or
just interested in the Singing Choir,
Handbell Choir, Funeral Choir, or
being a Cantor for Mass, call Bernie,
724-0080.

Sacristans
We help prepare for the celebration
of Mass. For more information on
how you can be a Sacristan call Ray
Hauck, 641-0205.

HOSPITALITY

Mass Greeters
Welcome all who come to Mass. This
team may offer the only contact
many parishioners have in our faith
community. Great opportunity for
adults and families. Contact the chief
usher at the Mass you are attending
for more information.

Ushers
Men and women who commit to
attend the same Mass every week.
They are requested to wear a navy
blue jacket and to assist the  celebrant
as needed.  Call Howard Sell at 744-
5937.

SPECIAL SERVICES

Altar Society
Individuals who care for the vessels,
vestments and linens used in the
Liturgies. Call Debbie Scobie at 723-
3977.

Beautification Committee
Individuals and families who want to
beautify the church grounds.  Meet
the third Saturday of every month 9-
12 noon in the church parking lot by
the fountain.  Come  join us in
beautifying His House. Call Terry
Riggs 744-7357.

Religious Articles Gift Shop
Volunteers who staff the gift shop
before and after Sunday Masses and
Wednesday Marion Mass. Call
Maureen McCook at 642-2725.

Seasonal Church Decorating
Decorating the church and gathering
area, during different seasons of the
church. Contact Terri Vogelsang,
744-6310 for information on how
you can help.

Sunday Childcare
For 8:30 & 10:00 Masses
Christ the King Childcare &
Religious Formation for your 1-4
year old child in the Child Care
Center. Free of charge. Call Marsha
Williams, 221-4459 or Donna
Iglesias, 725-0680 to help or for
more information.

PRAYER MINISTRIES

Daily Adoration
We need people who are willing to
sign up for one hour a week so that
someone is praying all during the
day. Adoration is in the Sacred Heart
Chapel, Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. Please call Ann
Culberhouse, 641-4183, or Claretta
Lamusga 743-9998.

Nocturnal Adoration
Held on the first Friday of each
month from 10 p.m.-6 a.m. There are
eight groups who rotate their hour
each month. If you would like to join
us in this prayer ministry, call Marty
Polsenski at  384-4392.

Prayer Network
One of our newest and most
rewarding ministries - praying for
others in need - spiritual, health
related and other. Please call Donnell
Baer at 743-6174.

ORGANIZATIONS

Christ the King Council of
Catholic Women (CKCCW)
Our board meets monthly,
September-June, to guide our seven
circles who meet at various times
during the month. Our General
meeting is the last Thursday of each
month at 7 PM. We welcome new
members. Call Pat Setser, 399-3198.

Christ the King Courier
Interested in publishing a
newspaper? We need proofreaders,
reporters, photographers, etc. We
meet Wednesdays in the rectory at 7
p.m.  Call Judy at 724-0080.

Widow/Widowers Support
For those who have lost loved ones.
Contact Isabelle Fusco at 724-5186
for info on the next time they meet.

Hispanic Ministry
We wish to develop a parish ministry
to worship and meet the spiritual and
social needs of the growing Hispanic
population at Christ the King. We
meet every Monday at 7 P.M. for
Bible study in the Rectory. Call Rosa
Townsend, 744-9231.

Landings
Works with Catholics who have been
away from the Church for a period of
time and wish to return.  Contact
Jackie Davis, 743-6667.

The Legion of Mary
Men or women who offer their
services to their pastor, to aid him in
performing spiritual works in the
parish. Members may be active or
auxiliary (praying).Weekly meetings
are held every Monday at 7 p.m. in
the rectory. Call James Scott at 757-
8423.

M.O.M.S.  Ministry
Ministry of Mothers Sharing, is
designed to encourage prayer,
discussions, and friendships between
women of all ages.  Call Carroll Ann
Black, 221-2642

Parish Council
The Parish Council is a consultative
body that the Pastor can pray and
reflect with, and ask for assistance to
guide in the overall care/ministry of
the Parish and the enhancement of its
mission. Meetings are the first
Monday of each month at 5:30 PM in
the Rectory. Call Mike Mackin at
744-6659. It is made up of
representatives (President,
Chairperson or Facilitator) from each
ministry in the Parish, as well as
representatives from the Finance
Council, Christ the King School,
Christ the King Daycare, Athletic
Association, Scouts, Knights of
Columbus, Marriage Encounter,
Sponsor Couples, and Wedding
Coordinator. Elections are held every
two years to elect a President, vice-
president, secretary-recording,
secretary- clerical from the body of
representatives.

Queens and Kings
Our lively senior citizens socialize
on the second Sunday of each month
from 1:30-4 p.m. September through
June. Do come to enjoy! Call Pat
Humbard, 396-6073.

Respect Life 
We are a ministry wishing to make a
difference in people’s lives either by
supporting the Saint Gerard House,
Project Rachel, Respect Life
Pilgrimage and the Diocesan Respect
Life Program. Sign up at the Time
and Talent Fair or contact Patty or
Mike Maroney, 743-9227.

Single and Single Again
Alone? Join us! We’re the Single and
Single Again Support Group,
meeting new friends and enjoying
social activities. We meet Tuesdays,
7:30 PM in the Shirley David Hall.
Call Pat, 722-8525.

Sponsor Couples
Needed married couples to help
engaged couples discern if marriage
is for them. Call Jim/Mary Ann
Middleton at 743-3951 for further
information.

ST. VINCENT DePAUL
PROGRAMS

St. Vincent de Paul
Emergency Assistance
We need volunteers to work in the St.
Vincent de Paul office in the rectory,
providing referrals and assisting
people who need immediate help.
Hours are from 10 a.m. till noon
Monday through Friday. Call Ernie
Waller at 743-3395.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
We were founded by people who care
about the problems of those around
them. We care and would like you to
share the care with us. For
information on how to become a
Vincentian call Ernie Waller 634-
8544,  x1, and leave a message.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
ADULTS

Bible Study
Individuals wishing to study the
Bible. They meet Thursday mornings
at 9 a.m. and another group meets at
7 p.m. in the rectory. All are welcome
to join. For more information contact
Father Brian Carey at 724-0080.

Faith Sharing Small Groups
Small groups of people meeting in
private homes to discuss the Sunday
readings and sharing how these
readings relate to our daily lives.
Contact Alick Hardie, 721-9188.

R.C.I.A.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Preparing people to enter the
Catholic Church through an inquiry
and catechetical process. Call Marie
or Lyle Stewart, 721-2849.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
YOUTH

C.C.D.
Opportunity for students grades 1-8
to learn/experience the Catholic faith
with others in their age group.
Sessions held September-May in the
school on Wednesday 7-8 p.m.
Sunday Mass attendance required.
Call Director Lucille Guzzone, 724-
9617, or chaplain Subdeacon Eli
Shami, 714-6404.

Vacation Bible School
A week long summer program
(usually in August) for children ages
4-11 years to help deepen their faith
and involvement in the Christian
community. Fun for everyone.  Call
Diana Mattox at 928-9224.

TEEN PROGRAM

Life Teen
Youth ministry program with a
strong focus on the Eucharist.  Meet
Sunday for Mass (usually at 5 p.m.)
and Life Night (fellowship)
afterwards.  Call  Nancy, 398-1961 

Life Teen  -  Core Team
Over 18, have a love for teens and are
not currently a parent of a teen.Call
Nancy Powers at 398-1961 for more
information. on meeting times.

Parents for Life-Teen
Adults or parents interested in
supporting the Life Teen program.
Membership is open to all adults
regardless of whether or not you are
a parent. Activities are creative, fun,
exciting and diverse. Call Jeanette,
725-7559 or 354-4846.

Teen Stewardship
Teens share their Time, Talent and
Treasure with their parish. Call Gus
& Jackie Carlson at 465-6957.

Teen Stewardship Volunteers
Meet twice a year to coordinate
service hours and pledges of teens.
Call Jackie & Gus Carlson 465-6957.

CHILD CARE

Child Care Center
Adults wanting to share their talents
in the three different subcommittees:
educational, plant facilities, and fund
raising. Contact Theresa Little at
724-7239.

CHRIST THE KING
SCHOOL

Christ the King Catholic School
Grades Pre-K thru 8th grade. The
principal is Janet Morton. The school
has many needs for volunteers on a
daily, weekly, and monthly basis.
The school seeks assistance in the
office, cafeteria, library, and clinic.
Volunteers are needed as board
members and business partners,
room mothers, and speakers. Help
with the yearly golf tournament is
also needed. Call 724-2954.

SCOUTING PROGRAMS

Boy Scouts
Troop 5 sponsored by Christ the
King Church.  Boys 6-12th  grade.
Meet Tuesdays, 7 p.m.  in the Scout
Hut-Call Rob 981-0363.

Catholic Scouting Committee
Adult individuals interested in
providing youth ministry through the
scouting program.  Meets 4 times a
year; organizes and implements
“Catholic camporee” for all Scouts
once a year; attend spring awards
ceremony. Training provided. Call
Donna, 641-0698.

Cub Scouts
Pack 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys in 1st -5th grade. Dens
meet weekly in the Scout Hut. Call
Dave Waters 721-6567 or Donna
Baker, 641-0698.

Girl Scouts
Girls of different age levels that meet
weekly or bi-weekly in the Shirley
David Hall after school or in the
evenings. Call Nancy at 745-3751.

SPECIAL ASSISTANCE

Advent Tree
A program that puts smiles on  faces
of people at Christmas time. Those
who share time and talent in this
ministry help put up the Advent Tree
with special paper ornaments.
Parishioners choose ornaments to
take home, purchase the gift, return
the ornament with the gift attached to
it. Volunteers needed to help
distribute the gifts to nursing homes,
orphanages, etc. Call Trudy Cameron
at 724-0511.

Habijax - Habitat for Humanity
Forms partnerships between those in
need and those who are willing to put
their faith into action by donating
their time, talent, and treasure to
construct such housing.  Call Bill
Damato at 642-8920.

I. M. Sulzbacher
Individuals who give two hours of
their time to 400-500 men, women
and children the third Tuesday of
each month by saying grace, serving
dinner and cleaning up the kitchen.
Call Donnell, 743-6174.

MEDICAL SERVICES

Blood Drive
Twice a year Christ the King Church
along with the Florida Georgia Blood
Alliance holds a blood drive. Call
Karlene Simmons, 642-8319.

Christ the King Clinic
Staffed by Doctors, Registered
Nurses and ancillary support people
from Christ the King Parish.  They
donate their services the fourth
Saturday of each month 9-1p.m. Call
Janis at 398-4392.

Parish Nurse Ministry
Nurses who belong to Christ the
King Parish willing to volunteer their
time and talent to support the
ministry of health within the parish.
Call Barbara at 724-1776.

OFFICE/RECTORY

Rectory Office Volunteers
Adults willing to volunteer a
morning/afternoon/all day Monday
thru Friday 9-5. Different positions
available: receptionist, clerical,
computer operator. Call the Rectory
at 724-0080 for more information.

AFFILIATED
ORGANIZATIONS

Christ the King 
Athletic Association (CKAA)
Serves children (ages 5-12, boys;  5-
15, girls) who believe that youth
athletics provide valuable lessons in
citizenship/teamwork. Also, if you
would like to contribute toward the
cost associated with registering a
child for a C.K.A.A. sport, call Tom
Wildes, 221-1118.

Clown Ministry
Is there a child somewhere inside
you? Interested in sharing your
religion with others while having
fun? The Clown Ministry is planning
fun nights for the whole family. Call
Janyce Jendryn, 346-5501.

Cursillo 
A Renewal movement of individuals
in the Church who want to deepen
their faith and enhance their walk
with Christ. Call Carl Ludwig at 724
-8485.

K’ Cees
Organization of Catholic Women,  an
auxiliary of the Knights  of
Columbus Council 4727. They
help/support the Knights.  Meetings
are at the Knights’ Hall on Merrill
Road on the fourth Tuesday of each
month at 8  p.m. Call Inge Morgan,
725-1838 for information.

Knights of Columbus 
Organization of Catholic men and
their families dedicated to promoting
concepts of charity, unity, fraternity
and patriotism.  If you are a
practicing Catholic man at least 18
yrs. old, interested in fellowship with
people who share the same beliefs,
call Pat Bianco, 743-4999.

L ’ Arche Harbor House Mutual
ministry with members and
assistants, building community
support and awareness to the needs
and gifts of the disabled members of
the L’ Arche Harbor House family.
Call Dottie Klein at 744-4435.

Marriage Encounter
A program designed to teach married
couples how to better communicate,
to strengthen and support Christian
marriage.  Contact Emilo and
Theresa Gonzalez-Chavez 721-0012.

Pre Cana/Engaged Encounter
For information on upcoming
workshops and weekends, call 308-
7474.

MINISTRIES
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Stewardship Convention 2000
by Eileen Porter

Christ the King stewardship
committee members, our pastor,
Father Robert McDermott, and
Stewardship Director, Pat Thomas,
joined more than 1,600
representatives at the International
Catholic Stewardship Council
Convention in Washington, D.C. on
November 11, 2000. The Hyatt
Regency Hotel at Crystal Springs
was headquarters for this year’s
convention. However, due to the
large number of delegates, four
other nearby hotels were used to
house convention registrants.
Because of early registration, all of
the Christ The King representatives
had rooms at the Hyatt Regency,
where most of the convention
activities were held.

The convention began on
Sunday, November 12, with
registration and orientation. In the
afternoon we were privileged to
hear an address by Millard Fuller,
founder and president of Habitat
for Humanity International.
Certainly there is no better example
of stewardship than that of Mr.
Fuller and the thousands of others
who devote so much of their time
and hard work to this ministry. One
of Christ the King’s representatives
at the convention, Bill Damato,
heads this ministry at Christ the
King Parish.

On Sunday evening, a welcome
reception was held for all those
attending the convention. It was a
delightful evening, particularly
when our former pastor, Bishop
Robert Baker, joined our group. As
always, it was a joy to visit with
Bishop Baker.

Monday morning the working
portion of the convention began
with seminars and round table
discussions. They were chaired by
leaders of stewardship programs
throughout the country, as well as
some from other countries, all of
whom generously shared their
expertise and experiences. There
were always several sessions
scheduled for the same time, and
the CTK group coordinated events
according to particular interests so
that all areas would be covered.

Pat Thomas, Christ the King’s
Director of Stewardship, conducted
a session on Tuesday morning and
related the story of Christ the
King’s journey into stewardship.
This was held in one of the hotel
ballrooms and it was filled to
capacity. Pat’s presentation was, as
always, well received. She spoke
for about an hour, after which there
was an extended question and
answer period. It was gratifying to
see how many parishes throughout
the country are starting and
expanding existing stewardship
programs, and how interested they
are in a program as successful as
the one we have at Christ the King.

The magnificent Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception was the setting for the
first liturgy of the convention in the
Jubilee Year 2000. This year the
International Catholic Stewardship
Council’s convention coincided
with the annual convention of
Catholic Bishops and over 200 of
the bishops concelebrated the
Mass. It was truly awe-inspiring to
see the bishops process into the
Basilica to the altar, and participate
in the sacred liturgy.

The Basilica of the National
Shrine is the largest Catholic
church in the Americas, and the
eighth largest in the world. The
upper church can accommodate
more than 6000 worshipers.
Construction of the Shrine was
begun in 1953 and was funded by
Catholics in every parish in the
United States.

This is our Shrine.

Thousands of Catholics from
throughout the nation gathered on
November 20, 1959, with the
American Hierarchy for solemn
Mass to dedicate the Shrine.

The second liturgy of the
convention was held on Tuesday
evening at an inner city church, the
Shrine of the Sacred Heart. The
parish is over 100 years old and the
beautiful church is more than 80
years old. It is considered an
architectural masterpiece, unique in
the United States for the Northern
Italian Romanesque style; the
architect drew from the design of
the 5th century Church of San
Vitale in Ravenna, Italy. The
musical prelude to the Eucharist
was beautiful and the Mass was
celebrated by His Eminence James
Cardinal Hickey, Archbishop of
Washington, D.C. The moving
homily was delivered by His
Excellency, The Most Reverend
Roberto Gonzalez, Archbishop of
San Juan.

Following the Mass,
conventioneers were taken by bus
to the National Building Museum
for dinner and an awards ceremony
hosted by the Catholic Bishops.
The museum is the site of the
Inaugural Ball for Presidents of the

United States and is really
impressive. As each bus came to
the entrance of the building, an
elaborately costumed drum and
bugle corps piped us into the
building. Once inside the
beautifully decorated building, we
were seated and served a delicious
dinner.

The awards were presented
following dinner. The prestigious
Christian Stewardship award was
presented to The Bishops of the
United States of America, and was
accepted by his Excellency, the
Most Reverend Robert F. Morneau,
D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of Green
Bay, Wis. After the awards
presentation, guests were treated to
a display of flags from countries
with representatives at the
convention, accompanied by the
drum and bugle corps. It was a
delightful evening.

The convention closed on
Wednesday, November 15th.  Mass
was concelebrated by His
Excellency The Most Reverend
Paul S. Loverede, ST.L.,J.C.L.,
Bishop of Arlington, Va. and His
Excellency, The Most Reverend
Sylvester D. Ryan, D.D., Bishop of
Monterey, California.

The group returned to
Jacksonville physically tired but
spiritually energized, and ready to
get to work to try to improve our
stewardship programs.

Members of the Stewardship
Committee who attended the
convention were fully responsible
for all of their own expenses; these
included transportation, hotel,
meals and miscellaneous expenses.

Bishop’s Dinner: Standing L-R: Bill Damato, Eileen Porter,
Helen Damato, Bishop Snyder, Olin Middleton,

Doris Faustini,; seated L-R: Sissy Keegan, Jane Middleton

Reception L-R: Eileen Porter, Father Robert McDermott,
Gloria Nebrich, Pat Thomas and Bill Damato

by Dolores Bianco 

Community members of L’Arche
Harbor House, Margaret Valerie
and Mary Bilderback, reminded
our community that:

“there is an appointed time for
everything, and a time for every
affair under the heavens. A time to
be born, and a time to die; a time to
plant and a time to uproot the
plant.” Ecclesiastes 3:1-2

They died in December, within a
few days of each other: Margaret,
after a long and sometimes tedious
struggle; Mary, after a relatively
brief illness.
We, the community of L’Arche
Harbor House, waited with them
for their appointed time of rebirth
and replanting. This waiting was
not unfamiliar to us. Marsha Green
and George Dietz had gone before
and taught us a little about it.
However, it is never easy. 
Through it all, the season of Advent
surrounded us with the certain hope
that new life would come . . . to
Margaret . . . to Mary and . . . to all
of us. For Margaret and Mary it
eventually did ~ in their deaths and

in that Most Holy Night. It is
because we are a home for life for
our members that we have these
experiences to share. For that
mission, we give thanks to God.
Mary and Margaret had different
roles in our community. Mary was
a core member and Margaret was
an assistant. Yet they had a
common mission - to love, to be
loved, and to be a source of life for
others. They fulfilled their mission
well, the work of God, in their own
distinctive ways. And because of
that, they leave our community to
marvel at God’s mysterious ways
and to renew our respect and
reverence for the God abiding in
each of us.
Our sentiments are of deep
gratitude. Gratitude to God for
allowing us to share in His work
and to see His beauty in all life; to
our community for being who they
are; to Margaret and Mary, as new
members of a saintly community,
for their intercession with our
Father; and finally, to our friends of
Christ the King, whose support and
encouragement sustains us on our
communal journey to God. We
would not do it without you.

In Memoriam
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Eileen is Eighty!

The original “Chorus Line”!

by Judy Koziolek

I met Eileen Porter when I first
came to work at Christ the King in
1992. I wasn’t sure what to expect
and she made me feel very
welcome. She, as with the other
volunteers who worked in the front
office, helped me to learn the inner
workings of the rectory.

As we got to know one another
I found out that I was the youngest
in the group and I was in my
forties. I was surprised because
these women didn’t act nor look
much older than me. Eileen was no
exception.

Over time Eileen and I became
friends. She is a very kind while
telling it like it is type of person.

She is energetic, fun-loving,
dependable and loved by all.

I knew her birthday party
would be great fun and there would
be surprises in store. And I wasn’t
proved wrong . . . Her daughter
Paula had purchased tee-shirts for
everyone to wear. These tee-shirts
had the words “Eileen is Eighty”

printed on them. Eileen’s shirt was
similar but the words printed on her
shirt said “I’m Eileen and I’m
eighty!”

It set the mood of the party.
Everyone talked, laughed, danced,
ate delicious food, and talked and
laughed some more. We all had
fun! But I still can’t believe she’s
eighty!

Characteristics of a Christian Stewardship
Trust

submitted by Eileen Porter

The following is an article on
the Characteristics of Prayer. It is
the third of ten articles on Christian
Stewardship and was provided by
the Diocese of Wichita, Kansas,
and is printed with their
permission.

The Diocese of Wichita was in
the forefront of the total
stewardship program in the
Catholic Church in the United
States and has become the
prototype for stewardship
programs. Before Christ The King
initiated this program, our
stewardship chairman, Pat
Thomas, went to Wichita to gather
information on the program. We at
Christ the King are indebted to this
diocese for their advice on
beginning the program and for
their continuing guidance.

In succeeding issues of the
Courier we will print the other
“Characteristics of Christian
Stewardship” furnished us by the
Diocese of Wichita. 

Trust

But Jesus called for the children,
saying, “Let the little children
come to Me. Do not shut them off.
The reign of God belongs to such as
these. Trust Me when I tell you that
whoever does not accept the
kingdom of God as a child will not
enter into it.” Luke 18:16-17

The Characteristic of Trust
To trust is to become like a little

child. Think of how readily a small

child places her hand in that of her
fathers. With such a simple action,
she lets him know that she is fully
confident he will take care of her
and lead her where she needs to go.

That complete trust is what our
heavenly Father asks of us. Faith in
Him at all times. Confidence in His
boundless love and mercy. Trust
that He will always provide for our
greatest good, even if the way to it
includes pain and suffering. Job
realized this when he said, “We
accept good things from God; and
should we not accept evil?” (Job
2:10) And, in the most profound
statement of trust, he cried,“slay
me though He might, I will wait for
Him.” (Job 13:15) Likewise,
Abraham’s trust in the Lord was
put to the test, and ultimately, even
that of Jesus in His Father; “Father,
if it is Your will, take this cup from
Me;  yet not My will but Yours be
done.” (Luke 22:42)

Each of us trusts God to some
extent. But the measure of our trust
comes not when the sun is shining,
the bills are paid, the appliances are
all working and everyone we know
and love is healthy and happy. Trust
probes itself with the confidence
we have in Him through difficult,
dry times - periods of desolation,
sorrow, and pain.

Again and again, Jesus
corrected His apostles for their lack
of trust in Him. Knowing that even
those closest to Christ struggled at
times with trusting Him is
somewhat consoling. It gives us
hope to renew our confidence in

Him after we fail to trust fully. It
also gives us hope to look to Mary,
who so fully trusted God to lift her
beyond herself in order to do
whatever He asked of her. 

She is a model of the
confidence we can show Him. And
what could please God more? As
our heavenly Father, how can He
help but respond to such childlike
trust with anything but
overwhelming love and care for us?

Trust and Stewardship

A stewardship way of life does
not guarantee a life without pain
and suffering. In fact, throughout
time, the saints have recognized
that the more one shares in the
sufferings of Christ, the more one
grows to be like Him.

As we strive to be more faithful
stewards of God’s blessings,
sometimes we find ourselves
wanting to bargain with the Lord,
telling Him we will give more back
to Him so long as He keeps certain
crosses away from us. Or, we let
Him know that while we will give a
great deal back to Him in some
areas, He shouldn’t expect us to
give as fully in others.

The moment of truth arrives
when pain does enter our lives, or
we are confronted with the
realization that we are still holding
back in our giving. This is the
moment, when, as stewards, we
must choose whether or not to trust
God.

A Trusting Saint
St. Therese of Lisieux 

1873-1897

Saint Therese based her “little
way” of love on a complete,
childlike trust in God  - to the point
that she called God, “Daddy” ( to
the merriment of the other sisters in
the cloister). In times of difficulty
she would renew her confidence in
Him, saying, “Jesus is sleeping in
my boat.” This referred to Matthew
8:23-27, when Jesus, asleep in the
boat as a storm arose, was
awakened by His apostles’ cries.
First He stilled the sea, then
reproved the apostles for their lack
of faith since He was with them all
the time.

St. Therese expressed total
confidence that God was with her
all the time - even when the way
seemed uncertain. She fully
recognized her imperfections,
calling herself so little that, like a
child, she had to depend fully on
God to lift her up to sanctity. Her
total, unwavering love and trust in
God was most severely tested the
last 18 months of her life when,
while slowly dying from the
tuberculosis that ravaged her body,
she experienced such a desolation
of soul that heaven itself no longer
seemed to exist for her. Yet she
refused to stop trusting God, and
never let the sisters know what
spiritual suffering she was
experiencing. Her last words were,
“Oh, I love him! My God, I love
you!” Not long after her death,
Pope St. Pius X called her the
“greatest saint of modern times.”
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“Out Of The Mouths Of Babes...”

Ms. Jackson’s K-A class Children tell Father Tetlow their New Year’s resolutions
by Cynthia Surles

A new year has dawned and for
many of us it is a time to start anew
on our self-improvement program.
If we haven’t done as well as we
wanted to last year, now is the time
to start over and try to do better,
hence “the New Year’s
Resolutions.”

I was reminded about mine
when I attended the children’s
Mass on First Friday, January 5,
with my son, Bradley and the other
Christ the King school children.
Since this was also the first Friday
of the year, Father Tetlow invited
the children to come up in front of
the altar and tell us one of their
New Year’s Resolutions. Children
hurriedly moved from their seats,
eager to be among the invited 30 to
say what they planned for this year.
As expected, many wanted to “be a
better person,” “try harder,” “help
Dad with yard work,” “clean my
room,” and  “ wash dishes.” 

Some were expressed
positively, “love God,” “read the

Bible more,” “listen to the teacher,”
“get better in school,” and others
were about what not to do; “no
pushing,” “no back talk,” “no more
candy,” “stop fighting with my
brother/sister,” “try not to judge
others,” all of them good
intentions. Some were measurable,
“pray 5 times a day,” and some
were not such as “say the rosary 20
times better.” But the resolution is
in the heart and mind of the maker,
not to be measured by others. 

Of course we also heard the
golden rule “treat others the way
you want to be treated,” a plan that
when followed makes the world a
happier place. It’s also the one we
forget when we yell at the driver in
front of us, the cashier who made a
mistake, or the telemarketer who
calls when we’re tired.

The resolution that received the
most attention was “focus on what I
need to do, not what I want to do.”
Maybe in today’s world of instant
gratification, this is a good
statement to repeat to ourselves.

Father Tetlow asked the
students if they would like to hear
some of the teachers’ resolutions
and received an enthusiastic
response. Several teachers came
forward to joyfully share theirs.
“Practice humility in front of the
Lord,” “be more patient with
students,” “slow down and not get
speeding tickets,” “exercise more
and get more rest.” 

The old adage said “children
should be seen and not heard” but
in truth we can take the wisdom
from children and apply it to
ourselves. If we change the
wording to listen to others, do
better at my job, stop fighting with
my spouse, our lives will be richer
in many ways. And remember,
“focus on what you need to do, not
what you want to do.”

Stewardship In Action

by Frank Becht

In November and December of the
year 2000, Stewardship was a topic
of considerable concern to our faith
community at Christ the King.
First, we begin with a Time and
Talent Fair in the Parish Hall.  Each
ministry in the parish created a
display to attract parishioners and
to vie for prizes.  Parish members

were encouraged to review the
displays and learn about the role of
the various ministries. This was
followed the next Sunday with the
distribution of a pamphlet
describing each ministry,  seeking
renewal of its volunteer members
and new volunteers to assist with
the ministry.
The following week an actual
Stewardship presentation was made
at homily time in each Mass by a

family from outside the parish; in
other years, parish families have
made the presentation.
One week later, on December 3, the
process climaxed with the actual
signing of written pledges to the
parish budget as the basis for the
funding of the educational
programs and all the other parish
functions.
On Pledge Sunday, there was a free

breakfast of eggs, sausage, grits,
rolls, juice and coffee for all church
members after the 7 a.m., 8:30
a.m., 10 a.m., and noon Masses.
The Arlington Council 4727
Knights of Columbus prepared and
served this delicious breakfast to
more than 1,000 people. To all the
Knights who worked so hard and
long, thank you! This is truly
STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION!

L-R: Al Martin, Fred Wheeler, Lance Simons,
Jesse Morgan, George Caseo, Mike Yarborough,

Grand Knight, Pat Bianco,
Past Grand Kinght, Tom Guggisberg

L-R: Inge Morgan, Linda Dixon, Dolly Casterlin,
Dolores Bianco, Cas Casterlin, Ruth Gunther,

Devin Rhoden

Children’s choir
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Our Pilgrimage To Rome

by Debbie and Dennis Scobie

It was early on a Sunday
morning in November when Father
John Tetlow and 47 other travelers
arrived in Rome's Leonardo da
Vinci Airport for what was to be a
most memorable pilgrimage. The
year 2000 was deemed by the Holy
See to be a Jubilee Year, when
pilgrims throughout the world were
invited to Rome to pray and receive
the Pope's blessing. Each of us felt
blessed that we could share in this
event.

After a short bus ride we
reached the Hotel Alimandi which
would serve as our home for six of
seven nights in Italy. The hotel was
situated outside the north walls of
Vatican City. After unpacking we
wandered the streets near our hotel
and saw Vatican Square and the
outside of St. Peter's Basilica.  Two
hundred and eighty four pillars of
enormous size, designed by the
Renaissance sculptor Bernini, line
the massive square. Near the
middle of the square is a large
obelisk, brought from Egypt by the
emperor Caligula, near which St.
Peter was crucified, head down. At
the end of the square sits the
highest structure in all of Rome, the
largest and, surely, most impressive
church in the world, St. Peter's.
That evening Father Tetlow
celebrated Mass at a small chapel
near the Alimandi. Afterwards, our
group of pilgrims joined Father
Tetlow, as his guests, for a "first
night celebration" at a restaurant
near the hotel. Copious amounts of
bread, cheese, pasta, antipasti, veal,
wine, etc. were enjoyed by all.

The next day, after a typical
Roman breakfast at the hotel,
consisting of sweet and savory
breads, torts, cheeses, prosciutto,
salami, fruits, and coffee, we, along
with our fellow travelers and a
guide, took a city bus to the center
of Rome. It was here that we saw
the Colosseum, the Forum, Capital
Hill, Trajan's market, the Victor
Emmanuel Monument, and other
sites within a short walking

distance.  To address the historical
and artistic significance of these
monuments and the wealth of
anecdotal and interesting
information we learned from this
visit would take much more time
than we have to tell our story.
While in this area of "ancient"
Rome we were led by our guide to
San Pietro in Vincoli, the Church of
Saint Peter in Chains built in the
5th century A.D. The church was
built to be a shrine for the chains
used to bind St. Peter. One set from
a prison near the Forum and a
second from a prison in Jerusalem
were placed together and
miraculously became one. This
singular chain is enshrined in a
glass case below the church's main
altar. The church also houses the
famous statue of Moses, begun by
Michelangelo in his 40 s and
completed by him some 30 years
later. That evening Father Tetlow
offered Mass at a church near our
hotel, Santa Maria dei Grazie.
Later, dinner for us, and some
others in our group, was wine,
cheese, salami, bread and fruit in
the garden on the roof of the Hotel
Alimandi, in sight of the dome of
St. Peter's.

Wednesday, our third day in
Rome, began with a walk to St.
Peter's Square for a general
audience with Pope John Paul II.
We were fortunate to get seats near
the center aisle leading to the steps
of the Basilica. The Pope passed
within  twenty feet. We got a great
photo and the gratification of
receiving the blessings of a Pope
who, one day, may well be
canonized a saint. In the afternoon,
our pilgrimage proceeded by city
buses to Santa Maria Maggiore, the
Basilica of Saint Mary Major. This
church is the largest of Rome's
eighty churches dedicated to the
Virgin Mary and the only church in
Rome where Mass has been
celebrated without interruption
since the 5th century.  The church
sits on one of the seven hills of
Rome, where snow fell in summer

as foretold by the Blessed Virgin to
Pope Libirius, when she appeared
to him and asked that he build her
church on the site.  Relics of the
nativity crib are encased in glass
under the main altar. The interior of
the church is incomparable with
respect to its aesthetic beauty.

Our Wednesday evening Mass
was celebrated by Father Tetlow in
San Giovanni in Laterano, the
Basilica of St. John Lateran. The
Basilica is the Cathedral of Rome,
the seat of the Bishop of Rome, the
Pope. After Mass we took a cab to
Piazza Novanna, a plaza
surrounded by outdoor cafes, with a
Bernini sculpture and fountain in
the center. After antipasti, pizza and
wine, it was back to the hotel by
cab, and a good night's sleep.

The morning of our 4th day in
Rome was filled with a visit to the
Vatican Museum, the Sistine
Chapel and the interior of St.
Peter's Basilica.  The museum has
over four miles of halls and
exhibits, only a small fraction of
which we were able to see alone, a
compelling reason to someday
return to Rome. The highlight of
the Sistine Chapel is Michangelo's
painting of the "Last Judgement"
covering one end of the chapel.
The sole usage of the chapel is as a
gathering place for the selection of
a pope. The chapel's intricate
paintings, their details, symbolism,
and history offer a captivating
study. St. Peter's is the largest
church in the world. Sixty thousand
people are able to attend Mass at
one time in the Basilica.  Just to the
right of the church's entrance is
Michelangelo's Pieta, certainly one
of the world's most awe inspiring
works of art. The Holy Door,
opened only during Jubilee years, is
located to the right of the Pieta.
Most of what appear to be paintings
in the church are actually mosaics,
so finely crafted you cannot tell
they are formed from pieces of tile.

After lunch our pilgrimage
proceeded by private bus to the
Catacombs of St. Calixtus, one of
45 catacombs.  The trip to the
catacombs led through farm
country south of the city, past
archeological digs and occupied
villas dating back to the Middle
Ages and earlier. St. Calixtus
became the official cemetery of the
Church in the third century. St.
Cecilia, the patron saint of
musicians, is buried here. She was
sentenced to death by beheading;
however, her executioners were
unable to completely sever her
head. When her coffin was opened
in 1599, her body was found intact.
After visiting the catacombs we
were taken to the Basilica of St.
Paul's outside the Walls, so named
because it was situated outside the
walls of the city of Rome. The
church was built by Emperor
Constantine over the grave of St.
Paul. The statue of St. Paul in the
front courtyard of the church
depicts him as a warrior with sword
in hand, a symbol of his fight for
Christianity. In his second letter to
Timothy, Paul wrote: "For I am
ready to be offered, my course is
finished, I fought a good fight; I
have kept the faith". After Father
Tetlow celebrated Mass at the
Basilica, we headed back to our
hotel for another rooftop dinner,
rounded up at a nearby grocery
store.

The next day our pilgrimage
headed by bus to the Umbrian
region of Italy and the hilltop town
of St. Francis, Assisi.  Our first visit
in Assisi was with a Franciscan
friar, an Australian (that's right,
Australian!) who gave us a short,
very interesting lecture about
Francis and his town. Afterwards
we toured the Basilica of St.
Francis, in which Francis is buried
and some of the great artists of Italy
have done frescos. After our tour of
the Basilica we walked to the other
side of the town, visiting various
shops along the way. The streets of
Assisi, absent the cars parked along 

Outside the Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi,
the pilgrims from Christ the King stop for a Kodak moment

The Trevi Fountain
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For Jubilee 2000

the curbs, look much as they did in
medieval days. At the far end of
town we stopped at the church of
Santa Chiara, St. Clare, which
houses the cross that spoke to St.
Francis, resulting in his conversion.
From there we proceeded down the
hill to our awaiting bus.

The farm country below Assisi
is where St. Francis was raised and
where he experienced his well
documented conversion. It was
here that he built a tiny chapel on
land given him by the Vatican.
Today, St. Francis' chapel sits in the
middle of an enormous church. In a
side chapel of this church, Santa
Maria degli Angeli, St. Mary of the
Angels, Father Tetlow celebrated
our pilgrimage Mass of the day.
Afterwards he gave each of us a
wooden cross of St. Francis. The
cross, shaped as the ending letter of
the Hebrew alphabet symbolizes
the Judgement Day, and was used
by St. Francis in lieu of his
signature, on various documents.
Once Mass was over we again
boarded our bus and traveled to the
town of Pontassieva (home of
Ruffino Chianti), outside of
Florence, to the Hotel  Moderno for
a group dinner and a good night's
rest.

The next morning, our sixth day
in Italy, began after breakfast with a
trip to the bluffs overlooking the
city of Florence and then into the
city where some members of our
group toured Florence with a guide.
The rest of us split up and leisurely
wandered the streets of the city,
strolling past the jewelry stores and
the merchants' booths in the market
place, featuring leather products
and many types of clothing.
Florence is a city of museums and
Renaissance art. We did not have
sufficient time to enjoy these facets
of the city, which only gives us
another reason to return to Italy.
Saturday is the day that farmers

bring their products into the city to
sell. In the middle of Florence is a
large two story warehouse. On the
ground floor meats, fish, cheeses
and wines are sold. On the second
floor fresh produce of many types
is sold. The variety and quantity of
products was amazing. After
touring the warehouse it was time
for lunch. Father Tetlow hosted an
exquisite lunch for all of us at a
nearby restaurant. The meal
included rigatoni with a light red
sauce, veal in a wine sauce, great
Italian bread, wine, and dessert.  If
it is not clear by now, Father Tetlow
was not only our spiritual leader
but also our culinary leader.  After
lunch we re boarded our bus to
return to Roma, with a stop on the
way to visit a shrine to a
Eucharistic miracle.

Orvieto is famous for its wines.
It, like Assisi, is an Umbrian hill
town, which sits almost 1,000 feet
above a valley. After exiting our
bus, we boarded a cable car, called
a funicular, which carried us to the
top of the hill. There we boarded
another bus, which transported our
group into Orvieto. Our tour book
claims that "Orvieto's cathedral has
Italy's most striking fa'ade." The
cathedral, the Duomo, towered
over the town. Its fa'ade was truly
striking, a combination of mosaics
and sculptures in brown, grey, blue
and coral. The interior of the
church is filled with frescoes from
a variety of artists of the 14th
century and later. The main altar
features a giant crucifix. The
Duomo of Orvieto is a shrine to a
Eucharistic miracle. In 1263 during
the celebration of Mass, in the
nearby town of Bolsena, the Host
started bleeding. The altar cloth on
which the blood collected is framed
and displayed in the cathedral of
Orvieto. After Father Tetlow said
Mass in a side chapel of the church,
we returned to Rome and the Hotel
Alimandi.

Sunday was our last full day in
Rome, a day to reflect on our
wonderful pilgrimage, to revisit
local sights that most touched us, to

attend Mass where we wished, and
to rest or just wander around Rome.
It was raining in the morning, the
first day it would require us to carry
an umbrella. The two of us set out
early with the mission of finding a
local McDonalds and getting a
sausage biscuit and a "real
American coffee". A quick train
ride to the Spanish steps, a locale
made famous in the movie Roman
Holiday, with Gregory Peck and
Audrey Hepburn, and the location
of a real McDonalds was met with
disappointment. After breakfast,
the restaurant served a regular
McDonalds menu. However, for
breakfast it was typical Roman fare
- cappuccino and sweet and savory
rolls, no sausage, no fried eggs, and
no hash browns. We got back on the
metro train and went to another
stop, which we read had a
restaurant serving "American"
breakfast. Flan O Briens Irish Pub
served us under cooked cheese
omelets and watered down
cappuccino, but it was still
wonderful. We spent the remainder
of the day revisiting St. Mary
Major and St. Peter's in Chains,
walking past the Colosseum,
shopping for family and friends
near St. Peter's Square, eating pizza
at our favorite pizzeria, run by a
Chinese lady, and attending Mass at
Santa Maria dei Grazie near our
hotel. That evening our spiritual
leader and tour coordinator, Father
John out did himself.

Father Tetlow and forty seven
other pilgrims, including us,
boarded a bus outside the Hotel
Alimandi early in the evening.
After a circuitous trip through the
streets of Rome, we stopped on a
quiet, sparsely traveled street,
where we exited the bus and were
directed downstairs leading well
below the street, into an upscale-
looking restaurant, Le Grotte Dell
Imperatore.  The entertainment was
three Italian tenors. We listened to
classical and popular Italian songs,
sang along, and had a wonderful

meal of salad, pasta, medallions of
pork in wine sauce, and, of course,
wine. Afterwards we traveled to
Trevi Fountain, ate gelato
(marvelous Italian ice cream), and
took photos of each other. Just a
little about Trevi Fountain, made
famous in the movies, La Dolce
Vita and Three Coins in a Fountain,
and a definite "don't miss" for any
traveler to Rome. Trevi Fountain,
considered by many the most
spectacular of Rome's fountains,
consists of a remarkably large
sculptured backdrop of horses,
mythological figures and rocky
terrain over which the fountain
flows. Trevi is fed by water from
the original Roman aqueducts.
Legend has it that if you throw a
coin in the fountain you will one
day return to Rome. The fountain is
truly beautiful at night when
floodlit. After throwing coins in the
fountain we returned to Alimandi
for the night.

The next morning we headed
back to the United States, flying
from Rome to Atlanta to
Jacksonville, each of us wanting to
return some day to Italy, thankful
that Father Tetlow had provided us
with this religious, cultural and
even culinary experience.  In
closing, we would be remiss were
we not to acknowledge Bernie
Sans' contribution to our
pilgrimage. Bernie made liturgical
books for each of us, and provided
the music and led us in song at our
daily celebrations of Mass. Finally,
when asked what was the most
memorable part of our journey, we
quickly turn to our audience with
Pope John Paul, the Duomo of
Orvieto, or the visit to St. Peter's,
but, over the time since our return,
it has occurred to both of us that
among those things we would least
forget were the 46 other pilgrims
who accompanied us, their
spirituality, kindness, and
friendship.

Ann Taglione kisses the Pope’s ring while at the Audience with the Pope

A sculpture in the Cathedral of Orvieto
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Pilgrimage To Italy

by Donna Simons

Lance and I were  full of
excitement as we boarded the plane
with all 48 pilgrims. We were on
our way to Rome! When we arrived
we dropped our luggage off and
headed for St. Peter’s Square. It
was spectacular - and to imagine
we would also see the Pope in two
days. 

Our 48-pilgrims were made up
of mostly parishioners of Christ the
King. We were also privileged to
meet family members and friends
from as far away as California, and
as close as St. Augustine. Others
came from Kentucky, Rhode Island
and Illinois. Soon we were all one
big happy family touring the
wonderful country of Italy.

On our first night our group
celebrated Mass at a nearby
convent, I’stituto Suore Sacra
Famiglia and later we ate dinner in
a neighboring restaurant. It was
Johnny Matthew’s birthday, so we
all sang and celebrated with an
Italian pastry.

Tuesday was filled with a
walking tour of the “Monumental
Rome.” We visited the Colosseum,
Rome Forum, Capital Hill and ate
pasta for lunch. We had so much
fun walking the streets of Rome
and shopping at the Sister’s Vatican
Shop. Later, we celebrated Mass at
the I’stituto Suore Sacra Famiglia,
two blocks from our hotel. We later
had dinner outside of the Piaza
Havona Park.

Wednesday, we were up early
to walk to St. Peter’s Square for a
general audience with our pope. It
was wonderful. Though he looked
so frail he spoke with such
authority and we all clung to each
and every word. Later that day we
celebrated Mass at St. Mary Major
Basilica and saw a piece of wood
that was from the crib of Christ in
the stable where He laid His head.
Imagine something that could be
protected for two thousand years. 

The Trevi Fountain was so
beautiful. The custom is to throw
three coins into the water, right
hand toss over the left shoulder.
The meaning of the three coins
were: one - come back to Rome,
two - safe trip home and three - one
special intention.

Thursday, we toured the
Vatican Museum. This museum
was spectacular; the art work and
paintings were incredibly beautiful.
The artists that painted and
designed the sculptures and
paintings were called by God to do
all that they did. The talents were
beyond human nature, but only
done by the gifts that were given

from above. When we sat in the
area that displayed the famous
ceiling, the Sistine Chapel, it was
so very moving to me. Imagine,
this is where the Cardinals come
together to pray and discern who
the next pope will be. We walked
through the St. Peter’s Basilica
Holy Doors for special
indulgences. We also visited the
Catacombs and St. Paul’s Outside
of Walls Basilica.

Friday, we departed for Assisi.
As we rode on the bus, we prayed
the Holy Rosary, sang and saw a
beautiful rainbow. I was so excited
to walk the very grounds that St.
Francis and St. Claire evangelized.
To be present in this holy church
was such a blessing to me. The
town was so quaint and hilly, I
enjoyed walking and seeing all the
beauty around me. We even saw
olive trees that were covered with
olives. We celebrated Mass at the
Porziuncola. This chapel was so
simple, like St. Francis. In the
courtyard stood a statue of St.
Francis. As we watched we could
see three doves sitting on his
carved hand and body. It was as if
they belonged there. We later left to
drive to Poggibonsi.

Saturday, we did a walking tour
of Florence. Florence is a beautiful
city, with bridges constructed of
many shops that connect one area
to another. A lot of the shopping
was done in open markets. This
style of shopping was exciting and
fun; we would go from one area to
the next, bartering at our best!

In Rome, on Sunday the sea of
umbrellas was at the outdoor Mass
with our Pope. Though it was rainy
and cool, you could feel the power
of the Holy Spirit dwelling among
all those present. Celebrating Mass
with our Holy Father was a dream
come true. While receiving
communion, Father John took his
Eucharist and shared it with at least
twenty people surrounding him.
This action of love and desire to
receive Christ was  overwhelming
to me. After Mass, Lance and I
shared our umbrella with an older
Italian woman, She was so grateful
that she found her family and
introduced them to us (she could
not speak English and wanted to
thank us for our good will). They
showered us with their love and
kindness.

We later walked the city to say
goodbye. The time was wonderful
and filled with many blessings and
memories. To visit Rome during
the Jubilee year was an
extraordinary privilege, one we
will continue to give thanks for and
never forget. 
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Father Tetlow’s
Jubilee Pilgrimage to Rome

told to Mickey Kenny

The Jubilee Pilgrimage to
Rome was taken by a large group,
many from Christ the King Church,
each of whom was “looking for a
greater understanding of the
Church, looking for a greater
knowledge of God,  and hoping for
the grace to arrive at a deeper
calling.” We were to visit the holy
doors of the four major churches in
Rome – St. Peters Basilica, the
Basilica of St. Mary Major, St.
John Lateran, and St. Paul Outside
the Walls – as well as Assisi and
Florence. You can see from all the
articles surrounding this pilgrimage
that it was an unquestionable
success.

“With such a large group
traveling together morning, noon,
and night, it was under grace that
the group grew together as one and
exercised such unselfishness that

there was never a problem. Any
discomfort anyone had was gladly
offered up to God.”Each day began
with prayer and a Mass in which
Father Tetlow taught through the
homily. 

Then the touring throughout
each day which included two Papal
audiences and the special gift of
being able to see this extraordinary
man quite close and to shake his
hand.  

The Pope is such an inspiration
to everyone, he has become a
suffering servant for all. He leads
the way which he encourages us all
to follow – just as he did the youth
of the world last summer when he
asked them all to remain loyal. He
has never shirked from doing what
he asks of others.

And then we all enjoyed one
another’s company in the evening.
“I know that everyone came home
with something very special.”

Father Tetlow poses after Mass
in the Chapel at St. Paul’s Outside the Walls

The Roman Forum

Italy

by Bernie Sans

Had it not been for the
generosity and hospitality of Father
John Tetlow, I would have spent
November 12-20, 2000, in
Jacksonville, FL, instead of the
wonderful Italian peninsula. But,
because of his foresight, I was able
to share that time with members of
our parish and their families (48 in
all) on a remarkable Jubilee Year
pilgrimage to Rome, Assisi,
Florence and Orvieto, Italy.

I have been blessed in my life
to have visited Italy in the past. My
first trip was in 1970, on the way
back to Afghanistan from a three
month home leave with the State
Department. The second and third
times (1986 and 1991) were choir
concert tours that the parish
musicians I directed then took. This
last visit was as special as the
previous ones, for I was given the
opportunity to musically prepare
and lead the celebrations of
Morning Prayer and Eucharist each
day of the pilgrimage; an honor for
me.

It was enjoyable for me to
watch and observe the other
pilgrims experience Rome, Assisi,
and Florence for the first time.
What a delight to see their faces
light up from the awe and
excitement of what they were
about! How special it was to see
them reverently walk through the
Holy Doors of the major basilicas
we visited, to stretch and crane
their necks at the wonder of the
magnificent churches they were in,
to be humbled by the history and
art of the Vatican Museums, and
astounded by the reality of the
Roman Empire at the Colosseum,
the Roman Forum, Capitol Hill, the
architecture and sculpture of
Michelangelo, Bernini and others.
The best observation of all was to
watch them exit the Via Della

Sancte Angeli into St. Peter’s
Square and see St. Peter’s Basilica
for the first time. What power that
experience had for them–and me!

Our Morning Prayer
experiences were truly unusual. We
welcomed the new day and thanked
God for a restful sleep on our tour
bus! A bus never sounded so good
as we sang Psalm 63: “As morning
breaks, I turn to you O Lord my
God for strength this day.”

Our celebrations of the
Eucharist took place at The Holy
Family Institute, outside the
Vatican Walls; at a wonderful and
acoustically alive parish church of
Sancte Maria Dei Gratia, several
blocks from our hotel; the Basilica
of St. John Lateran, the mother
church of Catholicism; the Basilica
of St. Paul Outside the Walls; the
Basilica where St. Francis of Assisi
died, in the valley below Assisi; the
magnificent basilica in the
mountain village of Orvieto, where
it was necessary to take the
fununculare (a cable car) from the
bus up to the village; and in the
Square of St. Peter’s, as Pope John
Paul welcomed the world’s military
and honored them as part of the
Jubilee Year.

We prayed for all of you and
ourselves, toured, discovered,
partied and walked. We sang, drank
wine, ate antipasto, and walked. We
shopped, took pictures, threw coins
in the Trevi fountain, and walked.
We climbed, learned to speak a
little Italian, enjoyed meeting
people from all over the world, and
walked. We laughed, got lost,
disappeared, and walked. We ate
gelato, slurped pasta, made sure we
had our J-bus tickets and walked!
And we loved it all!

The next time a tour to Italy is
offered, jump at it. It is one
spectacular place. Save your
money and buy good shoes. You
are going to walk!

A bit of entertainment by Johnny Matthews with Bernie Sans
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Mark Forrest
At Christ The King

by Frank Becht

If you missed the performance
of the famous Irish tenor Mark
Forrest, who performed at Christ
the King on Saturday evening,
January 13, you missed an amazing
performance. Mark’s concert was
titled, “Focusing on the Importance
of Family Life in Today’s Society.”
Mark founded the Faith and Family
Foundation in 1999, and has
traveled throughout the United
States and other countries
performing his music.

The Christ the King Bell Choir
introduced our concert community
to the awaiting crowd. Our own
Doctor of Music, Bernie Sans, all
decked out in  formal attire, was in
rare form leading the Adult Christ
the King Choir in several beautiful
hymns and songs. The Bell Choir
performed magnificently. The
highlight of the evening for our
local talent was Rocky
DeGeorgio’s spirited performing
violinists. For those of you who
have not had the opportunity to
witness their musical mastery
before, they are our own Christ the
King grade school children. All
performed superbly.

Mark Forrest, who entertained
us before on St. Patrick’s Day, was

well received with his melodious
Irish tenor voice. He did not
perform the traditional Irish song
program, but honored the closing
of the Christmas season with many
beautiful Christmas songs and
carols.

Mark surprised the audience
with a special guest, his father,
Lawrence, who sang a little known
Irish song, which was sung to the
tune of “Danny Boy.”

Mark recounted some
interesting stories about his life and
family throughout the evening. He
related personal and family
struggles which made him a
stronger person when he put Christ
in his life and his singing reflected
this most important factor.

He concluded the program by
bringing the school children back
to the front of church to join him in
a sing-a-long fashion that put the
audience in a very joyous mood.

The following morning at the
8:30 a.m. Mass, Mark Forrest again
sang the beautiful Ave Maria at
Offertory time. At Communion he
made tears come to the eyes of
many with his heart-felt rendition
of You Are Mine.

If the opportunity comes again,
don’t miss this Irish tenor! 

The Suzuki Strings

The handbell processional

Reception back row l-r: Lance Simons, Father Bob, 
Murtel Forrest, Mark Forrest, Donna Simons, 

front row l-r: Tyler Simons, and Deanna Simons

If You Ever Want
To Hear God Laugh,
Tell Him Your Plans!

by Cynthia Surles

Have you heard that statement
before? If you didn’t, you missed
the performance by Irish tenor,
Mark Forrest, held in the church on
Saturday, January 13, at 7:30 p.m.
The title above was one of the
humorous statements he made as
he told us of the happenings in his
life that brought him closer to God.
This was his 11th Christmas show
and the songs he delighted us with
related to what he was telling us
about. His first song was from Les
Miserables. When he came to
America ten years ago with a
scholarship to a Catholic
University, one of his goals was to
sing this professionally on stage.
But plans change and he now sings
at churches across the nation
sharing God’s love. He then sang
Climb Every Mountain which
you’ll remember from the Sound of
Music.

Five and one-half years after
arriving in America, their second
child was born with a metabolic
disease leaving him blind, deaf and
in a wheelchair.  Caring for and
loving a handicapped child has
strengthened their faith and love in
God. But they worried about
having more children. On August
12, 1997, Francesco came to be
with them for six days. His
problems were too severe to
operate and they had to say good-
bye and take him off life support.
Again they worried about having
more children but knew they had to
trust God. Do Not Be Afraid was
never sung with such sincerity. 

The blessings of trust were
Conner and Anthony Joseph and so
he thrilled us with a heartfelt
Amazing Grace. He and his wife
now have five children.

Mark introduced his father,
Lawrence Forrest, who was
traveling on this tour with him. The
senior Mr. Forrest sang I Cannot
Tell to the music of “Danny Boy”.
Although Mark’s talent came from
his heavenly Father, it obviously
came by way of his earthly one.
The audience responded warmly to
Lawrence Forrest’s talented
delivery.

Mark then continued with How
Great Thou Art. He encouraged us
to let go and let God into our lives.
The rich tones of his voice as he
sang Ave Maria held you captive in
rapt attention. The audience
cheerfully joined him in his
rendition of O Little Town of
Bethlehem. He stated if the three
wise men had been three wise
women they would have a) arrived
on time, b) asked for directions and
c) brought practical gifts. Our
practical gifts are our time, talent
and treasure (and Monsignor
Danaher would probably add ....
our blood).

The concert Saturday night
started with a processional by our
handbell choir playing the bells as
they stately walked down the aisle.
Then the Suzuki Strings who had
been waiting patiently near the
altar, charmed us with a selection
of their music. They are directed by
Rocky DiGeorgio. The Adult Choir
accompanied Mark on his first
song and returned later to add their
voices to O Holy Night, the last
song in the show by Mark Forrest.
Mr. Michael Clark of St. Augustine
accompanied him on the piano
throughout the evening. The
handbell choir and the adult choir,
both led by Bernie Sans,
entertained us with additional
selections. Many thanks go to
Bernie’s sense of professionalism
and expertise as he was able to get
his groups prepared in a
phenomenally short period of time.
Mark expressed his appreciation
for their help and talent. We at
Christ the King can be truly proud
of our choirs and their directors.
When you see any of them, be sure
to express your appreciation for the
time and talent they share with us.

Mark Forrest and his wife have
established the Faith and Family
Foundation. It seeks to inspire
Christians everywhere to
appreciate the importance of their
faith and their family life in today’s
society. You can find out more
about this Christian musical
organization on their internet site,
www.markforrest.com.

Cynthia Surles with Mark Forrest
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Ethnic Night
In The Kingdome

by Kathy Nichols

Rocky DiGeorgio loves to
challenge his music students.  So
he asked them to  learn about the
ethnic background of various
cultures by studying the dances, the
food origins and the practices of
certain countries.

Rocky was very pleased with
the students’ enthusiastic response
to the assignment.  He saw some of
the kids, who never wanted to get
involved with anything in music
class, just go wild over this project!
They said it was the most fun they
have ever had in music class!

The students were enjoying the
study so much that Rocky decided
to ask the parents to get involved.

He organized an “Ethnic Night”’ in
the Kingdome for the fourth and
fifth graders’ parents and siblings.
Parents were asked to make a dish
from their ethnic origin; the
diversity of food was tremendous,
and everyone enjoyed a great
potluck supper from around the
world.

Following dinner the students
demonstrated dances from various
lands. Rocky DeGeorgio then
turned to the parents and asked
them to join the students on the
dance floor.  Amid much laughter,
the kids helped their parents learn
the moves to the dances. It was a
night to remember and hopefully
this will become an annual event!

Rocky directs the children in the steps
to a new dance

Parents and kids join in the fun!

MOMS News

by Carol-Ann Black

Ministry of Mothers Sharing
(MOMS) has completed a very
successful and rewarding season.
Sessions were held at the House of
Prayer - a change from previous
years - when the Saint Mary’s
Room was used. Journalling
sessions were held in the morning
and in the evening, with a total of
eighteen participants.

The Celebration dinner was
held on November 6, in the newly
redecorated Shirley David Hall .
The wonderful new surroundings
gave our covered dish dinner added
comfort. Jeanette Ghioto shared
some of her mothering experiences
as our speaker. Special thanks go to
the facilitators of the sessions.
They devote considerable time and
energy to making the sessions work
for all the participants.

The facilitators for the morning
meetings were Debbie House,
Karen Anderson and Lynn Duve.
Facilitators for the evenings were
Judy Jeffas, Donna Iglesias and
Mary Mollenhour.

A really special highlight of the
Celebration Dinner was the

presentation to Julie Burke of a
cross-stitched Moms poem. Julie
composed the poem two years ago,
and has allowed our ministry to use
it however we choose. Kathy Purtle
did the embroidery. The saying, “If
you need a job well done, find a
really busy person to do it” is true,
true, true. Julie, who is a MOMS
member, is also a hardworking
student. Kathy, who is head of the
Adoration ministry, is not a
member of our ministry, but
volunteered her considerable
talents. Thank you to you both.

Spring MOMS sessions began
February 6 with morning and
evening sessions. Other dates to
remember February 10, MOMS
Retreat at St. Paul’s at the Beach;
March 30-31, Diocesan MOMS
Retreat at the Holiday Inn at I-295
and HWY17  - $55.00 for the two
days, $20.00 for Saturday only.

Father Tetlow will be the
speaker; January 27, Facilitator
Training at St. Lukes Parish in
Middleburg.

As usual, if you would like any
information about these activities
please call Carol-Ann Black at
221-2642.

The winter 2000 participants and prayer partners

Father Felix Varela
Honored

submitted by Rafael Gomez

Bishop John J. Snyder
dedicated the East Courtyard of the
Cathedral-Basilica of St. Augustine
to Father Felix Varela on Sunday,
November 19, 2000. Father Varela
(1788-1853) was born in Havana
Cuba and died in St. Augustine,
Florida. Three years ago, the U.S.
Postal Service honored Father
Varela with the commission of a
$0.32 stamp; the first priest to
receive such recognition. The
Florida Department of State and the
city of St. Augustine  have included
him in the list of “Great Floridians
2000.”

Having lost his mother at an
early age, Felix was brought to live
in St. Augustine by his maternal
grandfather where he spent his
childhood. As an adolescent, he
was sent to Havana to study at the
seminar of San Carlos; he
eventually became its most brilliant
philosophy professor.

Because of his qualities and
advanced political ideas, he was
chosen to represent Cuba as deputy
to the Spanish parliament
(“Cortes”) in 1821. His work at the
Legislature was impressive but
short lived. The “Cortes” were
dissolved in the midst of political
upheaval and Varela, condemned to
death, escaped through Gibraltar
and arrived in New York in
December 1823.

For nearly thirty years he
labored tirelessly as pastor,
defender of the faith, polemicists,
writer, editor and translator, but
most of all, he was beloved by the
waves of newly arriving Irish
immigrants whom he served with
dedication creating a day care
center, special classes and saying
Mass for them in basements or
wherever they gathered. At age
sixty-one, in poor health, he
returned to St. Augustine where he
died afterwards in a room adjacent
to the courtyard which will bear his
name.



Page 38 Christ the King Courier February, 2001

Happy Days -
Happy Memories

by Phyllis R. Bauman

The year is 1969. Christ the
King is getting ready for our
Annual Bazaar. Oh, what fun! Oh,
what memories! Everyone working
so hard setting up booths, buying
items to be won by anxious
children who have waited for this
day with such anticipation.

This was a day that the entire
parish pulled together for the “Big
Day”. The bazaar was organized
and sponsored by The Guild, but it
was a parish day, a family day. So
many of the parishioners helped us
get it organized. And who among
us will ever forget Rufus Hardy.

Rufus was a mainstay of the
parish. He was always ready to
help, always doing something for
everyone and anyone. He was more
than just a handyman. The children
loved him and he knew most of
them by name. He has long been
gone, but often remembered by us
old timers.

Dinners were available in the
clubhouse, as well as hotdogs and
hamburgers. The odor of popcorn
filled the air. Ice cream cones,
sausage sandwiches cooking, pony
rides–we had it all. Children  had
saved all year so that they could try
to throw a dart at a balloon and win
a prize.

Twenty to thirty booths had to
be put together and decorated. We
remember the fun and forget the
work and preparation that went into

it all. All the proceeds went to
projects our pastor needed done, be
it air conditioning for the church,
repairs, etc., anything to build and
maintain our school and church.

Of course, we were all very
close then. Everyone knew the
name of the person sitting next to
them. We were small in numbers
compared to today’s parish.  Small
in numbers only. We had a
closeness that will never be seen
again. When someone was ill and
needed help, someone was always
there to lend a helping hand.

Now that our church is large
and self-sufficient, it is good to
reflect on the past, at least in our
memories. May be some think us
“old timers” are blowing our own
horn or want self recognition.
Wrong. It is just not true at all. In a
way we feel like the pioneers of
yesterday who built our country.
We are proud that we had a part in
building our church. And in time,
with God’s help, the generations of
today and tomorrow will remember
the accomplishments they
achieved.

Christ the King has always
been a beacon of love. A lot of us
will have the memories and joy of
knowing that we had a very
important part in shaping it. We
have been blessed with wonderful
pastors and priests, loving and kind
in leadership. Let us pray that it
always continues.

What Do You Want Us
To Do, O Lord?

by Kathy Purtle

The year 2000. Some people
called it the“beginning of the end,”
some said it would be a “time of
change,” others called it a “new
beginning.” As we started into the
new year, Alan and I had no idea
that our next twelve months could
fit all three of these descriptions.

In January 2000, Alan was laid
off from his job as a
Structural/Civil Engineer for a
local privately-owned firm. Ten
days later, I was also laid off, when
the firm for which I was working
closed the Jacksonville branch
office. 

During the next three months,
Alan submitted resumes to various
engineering firms, confident that
with all the construction and
improvements taking place around
the Jacksonville area, Structural
Engineers would be needed.
However, he soon found that there
was no opening for him, and his
confidence gave way to
discouragement.  

He then started working with a
friend who was self-employed in a
consulting engineering firm, trying
to obtain minor structural
engineering projects. Expecting to
soon be swamped with projects,
Alan was faced with more
disappointments and growing
frustrations.

Meanwhile, I was praying for
guidance in following the Will of
God, unsure of what He had in
mind for us, but asking for the gift

of discernment to recognize His
Will.  As I prayed, I gradually
became aware of a growing
conviction that the events
happening to us were following a
plan – His Plan. I remembered the
saying I had heard many times,
“When God closes a door, He
opens a window”, and I knew in
my heart that He was doing just
that in our lives. For a very good
Structural Engineer to be unable to
find a job in a city the size of
Jacksonville, Florida was absurd,
so I believed that God had
something else in store for us.

At the beginning of October
2000, Alan had a job interview with
an engineering firm in Topeka,
Kansas and subsequently was
offered a position with that firm. As
it became apparent to him that this
was what God was asking of us,
Alan accepted the position in
Topeka.

During the next two months,
our lives were constantly changing,
with selling our house in
Jacksonville and buying a house in
Topeka, preparing friends and
family for our upcoming move, and
facing the Advent and Christmas
Season with hope and thanksgiving
in our hearts.

On January 10, 2001 we said
our final farewells to our friends in
Jacksonville and set out on our
1200-mile drive to our new home,
knowing that this is what God
wanted of us but still not knowing
why. The answer to that will come
to us – in God’s time.

submitted by Mickey Kenny

(This is taken entirely from
Catholic Source Book, edited by
Rev. Peter Klein, Brown ROA,
Publishing Media, Dubuque, Iowa,
pages 298 and 299.)

Lent is a penitential season of
six Sundays and forty weekdays
that prepares for the high feast of
Easter, beginning on Ash
Wednesday and ending with the
evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
on Holy Thursday (not Holy
Saturday noon as formerly).

Historically the step-by-step
preparation period for catechumens
(those being initiated into the
Church) for the Paschal Mystery.
Thus also a renewal of the faithful’s
baptismal commitment.

“Lent,” from the Anglo Saxon
lencten (spring); lencentid
(springtide) was the Saxon name
for March because it is the month in
which days begin to lengthen (also
a root of “lent”).  The Great Fast
took this name, falling as it does
largely in the month of March.

The Lenten Veil was the
tradition to cover all crucifixes,
statues, and pictures in purple cloth
from two Sundays before Easter
until Good Friday.  Those were the
days when the fifth Sunday of Lent,
one week before Palm Sunday, was
called “Passion Sunday” (or
“Judica Sunday,” after the first
word of the Introit “Judge me, O
Lord. . .” from Psalm 43).  The
veiling referred to the closing
words of the Sunday’s Gospel

(John 8:46-59), “They took up
stones, therefore, to cast at him.
But Jesus hid himself and went out
of the Temple.”  The Lenten veil
also expressed the sorrow of the
Church at this time.  As a matter of
fact, the Roman Missal still says, in
a note on Saturday of the fourth
week of Lent, that this tradition
may be observed, keeping the
veiling until the beginning of the
Vigil.  Also, the unveiling of the
cross prior to veneration on Good
Friday is still an optional part of the
liturgy.

Holy Week was the common
terminology for Lent’s culmination
and Easter’s advent.  With the
renewal of “Triduum” language
and chronology – Lent is
maintained until the Mass of the

Lord’s Supper;  the Great Three
Days are celebrated; and the Great
Feast (Easter) is sustained for fifty
days.

The Triduum celebrates the
heart of Christian faith, to which all
leads and from which all flows:
Jesus’ redemptive death and
resurrection; related to the Church
year as Sunday is to each week.

Begins with – the evening Mass
of the Lord’s Supper,

continues through – Good
Friday and Holy Saturday,

culminates in – the Easter Vigil,
and 

concludes with – Evening
Prayer of Easter Sunday.

(Easter Sunday is both the final
hours of the Triduum and the first
hours of The Great Fifty Days.)

Lent, The Lenten Veil, Holy Week, The Triduum
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Cubmaster
Gets Slimed!

L-R: Burt Jordan, Frank Stephens,
Mike Klima (sitting),

Fred Gardner, and John Nolen

Mike Klima

By Wanda Klima

Do you remember seeing those
cute little Cub Scouts selling
popcorn after Mass right before the
holidays? Well, they had plenty of
incentive to sell, sell, sell!

Christ the King Pack 5 Cub
Scouts were challenged by another
Pack in the district to see who
could sell the most popcorn. The
“prize” was that Cubmaster of the
winning Pack would get slimed!
Den Leaders acted out a skit for the

Cub Scouts and their parents before
sliming the Cubmaster and good
sport, Mike Klima. 

Pack 5 would like to say thanks
to all of the parishioners who
bought popcorn. Pack 5 is a district
top seller year after year because of
the generous support of Christ the
King parishioners.

So when you see the Cub
Scouts selling popcorn again in
October, ask them what might be in
store this year for their new
Cubmaster, Frank Stephens!

Girl Scout Troop 98
Food Drive for

Halloween
by Mickey Kenny

We all have heard that
cooperation  works miracles and
wonderful things come from
sharing and cooperating with
others, but Denise Stiles Yount  and
her Girl Scout Cadet Troop 98 here
at Christ the King are helping a lot
of people see some really fabulous
results of their efforts on behalf of
the community.  Only six twelve-
year-old girls from this troop
collected nearly 200 cans of food to
give to the St. Vincent de Paul
Society for those in need in our
community. 

Angela Anania, Megan
Caswell, Ashleigh Costanza, Carie
Mobley, Stephanie Ricker, and
Ashley Yount know how much the
St. Vincent de Paul Society does to
help people in the community who
have run into a patch of bad luck.
The troop decided to help out while
‘trick or treating’ this year at
Halloween.  Instead of spending all
their time and energy getting candy
for themselves, these girls asked
the people they visited  for
something to help feed the hungry!
And they were richly rewarded
with nearly two hundred
nonperishable items, to help stock
the food pantry of St. Vincent de
Paul here at Christ the King. 

At first the girls in the troop
wanted to go out ‘trick or treating’
together because they would feel

the support from one another. It
was pointed out to them, however,
they wouldn’t get as many items
and the collecting would be a much
larger burden on those they visited
if they all went to the same places.
One or two items off the shelf isn’t
too bad – but six to twelve is a
whole lot.

So the girls went out in their
usual family or friend manner, and
it certainly seems people were
impressed by them and were in turn
good to them.

These six girls earned a “food
connection interest patch” for their
thought and follow-through in the
effort, and this will be applied
toward earning the community
related silver award.  Scouting has
given many lessons in community
living through the years – and the
benefits of these lessons grow
through the years as more and more
volunteer activities help more and
more people.

Our St. Vincent de Paul
Thanksgiving baskets brought a lot
of cheer as well as sustenance to
sixty families this year and these
girls know they helped.  Next year
they want all the scouts in all the
troops – boys and girls – here at
Christ the King to work toward a
common goal of more than 1000
nonperishable items! What a
wonderful way to begin!
Congratulations to our Scouts and
to their leader as well.

Take Me Out
To The Ballgame!

By Wanda Klima

Spring is in the air and that can
only mean one thing . . . it’s
baseball season at the Christ the
King Athletic Association! Board
members and volunteers have been
working hard to prepare for the
2001 spring season. One job was
putting in batting cages at the

baseball field. Father McDermott
was in on the action when the
concrete for the cages was poured.
Future improvements include a
new fence around the entire field.

Opening day at Christ the King
is Saturday, March 24th. Come out
and join the fun, have a hot dog,
and watch some future major
leaguers!

Lance Simons, Mike Klima, and Andy Phillips

Andy Phillips, Fr. McDermott, Lance Simons, and Mike Klima
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Who’s Gonna Kiss ‘Da Bacon?

by Kathy Nichols

Do you want to hear the good
news or the bad news first? OK . . .
here’s the good news. Christ the
King school raised $1,250 for a
needy family. Now for the bad
news. Someone had to kiss a pig as
a result. Or was that bad news? Not
for the students. They began
looking high and low for cash to
bet on a teacher to kiss the pig. The
teacher who collected the most
money was the “winner.” Students

were even giving up their lunch
money for the cause.

The contest was a close one
between three faculty members:
Janet Morton, Jim Litchkofski, and
Diane Koch. (Un) fortunately, the
grand prize was awarded to Janet
Morton. The lucky losers breathed
a sigh of relief, until they noticed
the condescending look coming
from Janet. Reluctantly, they all
planted a wet one on the pig. The
crowd cheered. Everyone was a
winner!

by Kathy Nichols

There we were, minding our
own business, when out of the blue
a question echoed off the parish
walls: “Are you the Holy Stuffers?”
Father McDermott was using the
hall as a quick pass-through when
he inquired who we were. There we
sat, in assembly-line fashion,
stuffing papers inside a mega
amount of envelopes. Yes, we were
the bulk-mail crew.

Parents, did you ever wonder
how the school newsletters ever
made it to your home? Once a
month, volunteers get together and
collate, fold, and stuff those letters

in the envelopes that we put your
address sticker on. The school
office made the copies of those
letters, and another volunteer takes
them to the post office. 

As mundane as this job sounds,
it’s a great opportunity for
fellowship. There’s a chance for
you to meet other parents of the
kids that attend Christ the King
School. And, actually, it is quite
fun. You can be one of the Holy
Stuffers! Just call the school and
tell them that you want to help. We
meet on one day at the end of the
month, from 1:00 p.m. until 2:30
p.m. The more the merrier and the
faster we get done!

The runners up were coerced into giving the pig
a nice wet one; above Mr. ‘Litch,’ and to the left,

the ‘grand prize winner,’ our principal

The Holy Stuffers

Tina Porter (pig sitter) and
Father McDermott (prayer meister)

Left: Mrs. Koch

You need a shave!

by Staff Writer

“The News: C.omplete
C.oncise D.ynamic” is the name of
Christ the King CCD newsletter
which started publication this past
October. The purpose of this
publication is to keep parents, as
well as students, informed on the
spiritual journey that is in store for
them this year. 

Under the guidance of Lucille
Guzzone, Director of CCD, new
approaches in ways of

communicating are growing. Along
with the newsletter there is an e-
mail address to send in suggestions
and any
questions–CTKCCD@aol.com. A
prayer network is also being
established.

Keeping informed with what is
going on with our students has been
made easier for us. When students,
teachers and parents all work
together for a better understanding
of our faith, we can’t lose.

C.C.D. Stays in Touch
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Helicopter Field
Trip

By Cynthia Surles

On January 18th, the three
kindergarten classes of Christ the
King School traveled by bus to
Craig Field. While there, they were
introduced to Patrolman C.A.
Herndon of the Jacksonville
Sheriff’s Office Helicopter Unit.
Patrolman Herndon  entertained
children, parents and teachers with

an interactive and informative talk.
He explained that you have to be a
regular patrolman for five years
before you can join the unit. After
showing them a Bell Helicopter, he
advised them of various safety
procedures. Afterwards, everyone
went to a neighborhood park to eat
lunch and play before going back to
the school.

by Robert Riker

On Sunday, January 21st LIFE
TEEN held “no boundaries”
discussing what they would do for
a good time. The LIFE Night on
this evening was fun, energetic,
sloppy, and quite zany. It was a
night of fast-paced games,
consisting of a mummy wrap, a
Catholic word search, trivia
questions, “Name That Christian
Tune,” tongue twisters and a pie
eating contest. 

The teens divided into three
teams: “Team Father,” “Team Son”
and “Team Holy Spirit.” Though
the competition was fierce, fun and
full of surprises, in the end “Team
Holy Spirit” came out ahead of the
rest. For their hard work, each
winning team member was
awarded a randomly drawn gift
certificate to a local restaurant or
movie theater. Everyone was
treated to nachos, complete with
cheese and all the trimmings at the
end of the LIFE Night.  

Getting Messy with
LIFE TEEN

Patrolman C. A. Herndon
showing Bradley Surles the inside of a police helicopter

Patrolman Herndon gives an informative presentation

Kindergarten students paying attention!

LIFE TEEN Goes
Nuclear

Teens from Kings Bay and LIFE TEEN enjoy
a LIFE Night at Naval Submarine Base

Kings Bay, Ga.
by Nancy Powers

On Saturday, January 13th,
LIFE TEEN took a road trip to
Georgia.  Monsignor Joe Lamonde
wanted us to help kick off a LIFE
TEEN program at the Kings Bay
Nuclear Submarine Base Chapel
(St. Francis Catholic Community).
So we packed up the band, the
Core, LIFE Goes On and some
teens and off we went.  W e
arrived at the Naval Base at about
3:30 p.m. and began setting up for
the Mass and LIFE Night. At 5 p.m.
we were finally ready to begin the
celebration of the Mass. We began
the celebration as we always do,
with Nancy bantering and
rehearsing the songs. We could tell
this type of music was a new
experience for the congregation,
but they were getting into it.

When Mass began, it was
spirit-filled! The altar was
overflowing with teens at the time
of the Eucharistic prayer. Never
before had so many teens had the
opportunity to be so close to Jesus
in the most intimate part of the
Mass. From the prayers and
responses during the Mass to the
songs and singing, this Mass was
alive! It was great seeing the
congregation so on fire with the
Holy Spirit and so willing to fully
and actively participate.

One of the highlights of the
Mass was when Monsignor asked
the congregation if they liked the
music.  All answered with a
resounding YES! He then asked

them if they liked the format – the
teens around the altar. Again, they
answered with a resounding YES!
Monsignor paused…waited…and
then said, “It’s all DEAD! If you
don’t take the spirit of these lessons
and walk out of this Chapel and do
something with it, it’s dead! It’s
just cheap entertainment!” Amen!
We loved it!

The LIFE Night started right
after our Eucharistic celebration.
We played the newest game show
sensation “Who Wants to be a
Catholic?” The teens competed for
“Happy Bucks” from McDonald’s
while testing their knowledge in
the different areas of the Catholic
Church and Her teachings. We
were quite impressed with the
knowledge that was in the room.
We were also very impressed with
how many people decided to use
Monsignor Joe for their “Phone-a-
Friend” life-line.

After the game show, we ended
our evening as we always do,
singing the Hail Mary and Ave
Maria. Before departing, the two
groups socialized over pizza and
homemade goodies. We left with a
sense of accomplishment and pride
as we realized what value this
program brought to the lives of
those in attendance at the Mass and
the LIFE Night. 

Monsignor has promised that
we will get together often as we all
“lead teens closer to Christ”
through the power of the Holy
Spirit. 



by Ann Semper and Staff Writer

We know the faces of the Core
Team, Life Goes On and Music for
Life, but how well do we know the
person?  As a parent, I pray for
these incredibly wonderful people
who give so unselfishly of their
time to our teens and to the LIFE
TEEN program. Get to know
Bobby Hayden – he has a special
story to tell and has a genuine love
for God and our teens.

Bobby Hayden,
Core Team Member

Bobby was born and raised in
Louisville, KY and played football,
baseball, basketball and ran track
and field. His family moved to
Jacksonville when he was in ninth
grade. He attended Bishop Kenny
High School and played football
and ran track and also joined the
weightlifting team. He is a cradle
Catholic and a member of Christ
the King Parish, he works for CSX
Transportation in the finance
department.

Bobby’s favorite vacation spot
is home…where he can sleep in
until the “crack of noon!”  His
dream job is “serving God’s
people.” The persons who
influenced him the most are his
father, and most recently, Kathy
Williamson.

Bobby said, “My father has
always been solid and steady in his
Catholicism. I believe that showed
me where I needed to go when I
found myself deeply in trouble: to
Christ. If it hadn’t been for this
influence in my life, I may not have
turned to Jesus when I was at my
deepest point of need about five
years ago. Spiritually, I was lost
and had no more of ‘Bobby’ left.
That is when I fell into the loving
arms of Jesus! (Of course, I have a
great love and respect for my
mother who with my father raised
me and my two brothers and a sister
and gave me the right to life. For
her I am forever grateful).

Kathy Williamson has been a
spiritual sister to me for quite some
time. We both made our Cursillo in

1996. It wasn’t long after that when
she and I became friends. I took to
her three children, and am grateful
for her and their support during my
walk. Although I receive other
spiritual direction, I consider her
someone to whom I can always go
for counsel. She is a great lady, a
true friend and a lover of Christ and
Our Lady!”

Bobby became involved in
LIFE TEEN after being contacted
by Nancy Powers and Donna
Barker.  He says the best part of
LIFE TEEN is the interaction with
the young people, and having the
chance to share his faith with them. 

“LIFE TEEN has played a role
in advancing my spiritual growth
but I don’t think it is the sole
contributor to my spirituality. I
believe it is vital to maintain proper
spiritual formation. I believe
service should be accompanied by
the following:  setting aside some
time every day to pray and be with
our Lord (I like the morning and
evening); we must devote ourselves
to frequent reading of the
Scriptures; we must devote time to
reading spiritual works (the saints
have much to offer in the way of
perfection) and finally, but
probably most importantly, we
must find a good spiritual director
for ourselves.

LIFE TEEN has tested the
boundaries of my faith, in a
positive way. I can’t say that I have
always been perfect, but I have
faith that through Him, I am being
perfected.  I don’t always follow
the above constitution on spiritual
formation, but I can say that with
the Holy Spirit’s prompting, I have
always gravitated back to it. Good
habits come from repetition.”

Recently Bobby has made a
decision regarding the direction of
his life and vocation. Shortly he
will be leaving the Jacksonville
area for Tampa, Florida. “I
thought, if I were to make a
decision toward religious life, it
would be in New York with the
Franciscan Friars of the Renewal in

the South Bronx (CFR). I first
visited this community in February
of 1999, and for the first time in my
life, I believed this life was possible
for me. I made two more visits to
the CFR in February and April of
2000. I am grateful for my
discernment period with the CFR
and have many friends there whom
I value!”

“In September of last year, I
went to Tampa to visit The Family
of Jesus Healer, a community
started by Fr. Philip Scott on April
1, 1998. They are, by the way,
friends of the CFR and the
Brotherhood of Hope (a
community with a ministry to the
Catholic Student Union at Florida
State University. They also give the
young adult Eucharistic Retreat at
Camp Cherry Lake each June). At
this point I had almost given up on
religious life as my vocation, but
was encouraged by Kathy
Williamson (Blake’s Mom) to go
and visit Father Philip Scott. He
was not new to me, for I had seen a
video of him speaking at Christ the
King and had listened to a four tape
set he produced on Apologetics.” 

“While there, I witnessed a
community striving to love and
serve the Family of Jesus in the
same spirit of both Mother Theresa
and St. Francis of Assisi (both
patrons of the community). They
embrace poverty and live among
those to whom they minister. They
also strive in the spirit of
ecumenism and the “New
Evangelization” (John Paul II) to
bring healing and reconciliation to
the Church through Apologetics.

The first evening I was there,
Father Philip asked me if I could
see myself doing this kind of work?
I told him I could and would enjoy
it very much. That evening, I
wrestled through the night with
God; around 3:00 a.m., I finally
told God “you win” and I gave up
fighting. However, what I
experienced that first night would
not be confirmed until my visit was
coming to a close. While we were
out feeding the homeless, Father
asked me again if I could see
myself doing this kind of work? I
told him yes, that I would like to do
this. He proposed that we go for a
walk after lunch that day, and I
agreed. 

After lunch, we set out for a
walk. The first thing out of his
mouth was the same question I had
heard twice before, “Bobby can

you see yourself doing this?” Well,
I was a little confused. I thought I
had answered this question
correctly, but the Holy Spirit
moved so that I was very specific. I
stopped on the road, turned to
Father and said, “Father, if you’re
asking me what I want; I want to do
this. Now, you need to tell me when
do you want me here?” It was
incredible! We set a date, and I’ve
been moving in that direction ever
since.

I begin my journey in Tampa on
March 3rd 2001.” 

Fun Facts (for the teens)

Favorite Meal: Steak and
potatoes.
For a more balanced life…… “I
should work on my spiritual
formation.”
Last movie I saw: Men of Honor
Favorite movies: Stay Hungry and
Pumping Iron
Hobbies: Weightlifting

Page 42 Christ the King Courier February, 2001

LIFE TEEN ... GET TO KNOW US

A Thank You
From Bobby Hayden

Participants in my conversion
that I would like to thank:

God, the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, Mary our Mother, St.
Joseph her most chaste spouse, St.
Joseph of Arimathea, Erica
O’Donoughue, my Family for
their support, Gus, Sandy, Jim,
Ken and Kristen, LIFE TEEN and
the Christ the King Community,
Kathy Williamson and Benoit
Desclef, Blake Williamson, Father
Jose Manyingat, Judy Meade,
Larry McKay, The Cursillo
Community (there are too many to
name here, but thank you to all),
Emily Holtz, Russ Polhemus,
Jimmy Byars, Matt Gallagher, Bill
and Winnie Walsh, The
Franciscan Friars of the Renewal,
especially Brother Gabriel Mary
(CFR), Brother John Anthony
(CFR), Father Conrad (CFR),
Father Glenn (CFR), Father
Andrew Apostoli (CFR), Father
Bernard (CFR). And all those not
mentioned with whom I have
come in contact with throughout
my life! 
Thank you, 
BOBBY
2 Corinthians 4:7
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Sign Up for the
LIFE TEEN Retreat

March 23 - 25

by Nancy Powers

The next LIFE TEEN retreat is
fast approaching so mark your
calendars and get your applications
in right away. The retreat will be
held at Camp Cherry Lake, in
Madison, Florida (about 2 hours
from Jacksonville), Friday evening
March 23 to Sunday evening
March 25. This retreat is going to
be spectacular and like no other
retreat ever done. Each LIFE
TEEN Retreat held in the past has
been a very powerful experience
for the teens in attendance. We
would love to share the details of
the retreat with you… but we can’t. 

But if you’re a high school teen
(9th–12th grade) you won’t want to
miss it. Get your friends together –
whether Catholic or not –  and
bring them along. This will be an
incredible opportunity to develop a
deeper relationship with Jesus, a
deeper relationship with friends
who share the same challenges and
struggles you do, and support from
Core Team and LIFE Goes On
every step of the way.

If you’re a parent of a high
school teen, sign them up.  This
may be one of the most important
gifts you can give your son or
daughter.  We can testify that teens
lives are being transformed by the
power of the Holy Spirit. There is
nothing like seeing teenagers alive
and on fire with the love of Christ,
and your child can be one of them!

This retreat has the potential to
change lives in a dramatic way!

Please sign up early because
the retreats fill up fast. Contact a
Core Team member or Nancy
Powers for an application. Contact
Nancy at 398-1961 or through
email at Nancy@lifeteenjax.com.

LIFE TEEN
Winter Wonderland

by Nancy Powers and Robert
Riker

Although we didn’t get any
snow that night (believe me it was
cold), it didn’t stop the high school
teens from enjoying the Winter
Wonderland created by our Holiday
Party Committee headed up by
Terri Miller, Kriss Herndon,
Sharon Dover, Kathy Kharman and
Kathy Holtz of Assumption. They
transformed Assumption’s Parish
Hall into a “Holiday Heaven”
complete with balloons,
poinsettias, Christmas trees and
lots of food. 

High school teens came from
all of our Partnership Parishes to
enjoy the music, the dancing and

the food.  Robert Riker noted, “The
teens caught ‘dance fever’ and
were out on the dance floor all
night. They became dancing
‘gurus’.” From the Tootsie Roll to
the Limbo, the teens really got into
the night.  Brett Devoe, our D.J.
from Holy Spirit, spun the disks
that kept the teens rockin’, slidin’,
and jumpin’.  Even Angel, a
member of LIFE Goes On, did a
little salsa for us and Remy Devoe
was seen doing the Tango.  Really!

This year’s Holiday Party was
again a huge success. From all the
teens - thank you to all the Parents,
Core Team, LIFE Goes On, and
Brett Devoe for everything. It was
great!

Top: Robert Riker, Jennifer Balaguer, and David
Vilotti; Bottom: Derek Sawyer and Blake Williamson
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“What’s Mother Going to Say?”
by Ron Lynch

“What’s Mother going to say?”
That is what Josephine Horan’s
sister, Bridget, asked her when both
decided to enter the convent at the
same time and dedicate their lives
to God. As the two youngest of six
children, they suspected their
mother might not be overly pleased
with their decisions. They should
not have worried because their
mother was “absolutely delighted.”
Sister Therese (Josephine) chose
the Sisters of Mercy, who become
nurses or teachers, as her Order.
Her sister became a Poor Clare
Sister. The Poor Clare Order was
cloistered and had round the clock
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, ate no meat, relied on
donations for their existence and
had a very strict life in their chosen
path.

Sister Therese was born in
County Laois, Ireland, in 1914. She
was the youngest of six children
and the fifth sister to one brother.
She was raised on her family’s
large farm and learned typical farm
chores.  Feeding lambs with bottles
may have been one of the places
she learned her gentleness,
kindness and patience.  

Elementary school went
through the sixth grade in Ireland
and she rode her bicycle to school
every day.  One of the great efforts
going on during her elementary
education was the attempt to return
the Irish language (Gaelic) to
everyday life. Neither her
grandparents nor parents spoke it.
During the English rule of Ireland it
was illegal to speak it. When their
independence was regained, it
became important to preserve this
poetic tongue. Teachers received an
extra two weeks vacation during
the summer to go to the seacoasts
and live among the older people.
That is where Gaelic was still
spoken widely and the
pronunciation of words was
available. The teachers were then
able to come back and teach the
language to younger people in
summer school. Therese Horan was
an eager learner.   

There were no high schools
within driving distance of her
village so she attended a boarding
school with her first cousin. The
same Sisters of Mercy to which she
now belongs ran this school.
Getting to school required a bus
ride from County Laois northeast to
Dublin, then northwest to the town
of Navan, County Meath. Trips
home were only during holidays.
The school was a short distance
from the Hill of Tara where the
high king lived in olden times. St.
Patrick plucked a shamrock from
the ground there to use as an
example in teaching and explaining
the Blessed Trinity. There were
some lay teachers at the school, but
most were Sisters of Mercy. Their

life in the religious order was easy
to become familiar with as a
student.  

Life as a student there for six
years was fulfilling and their
curriculum was much the same as it
is now. The students lived like they
would at home. Their main meal
was in the middle of the day and in
the evening was tea. Then came
one or two hours of study followed
by some recreation. Basketball was
a sport she played with vigor. Sleep
in a large dormitory ended the day.
Saying the Rosary and daily
prayers were natural events.

Upon graduation and returning
home, Therese decided on a
religious life. She had come to
know the Sisters so well that she
believed it would be a wonderful
privilege to join them. Her sister,
Bridget, had been home awhile,
was teaching in the parish and had
already decided to become a Poor
Clare Sister. The sisters went in
different directions; Therese
returned to the Sisters of Mercy in
Navan, County Meath to sign up
with the Reverend Mother and
Bridget went down to County
Carlow to begin her service with
the Poor Clares. Sister Therese was
a Novitiate for two years before she
took her probationary vows. Three
years later she took her permanent
vows.

In order to teach elementary
school, Sister Therese had to attend
a teachers training college in
Dublin.  The Sisters of Mercy ran it
so Sister Therese felt comfortable
during her two years there. She
returned to Navan after graduating
from the training college and taught
mostly sixth grade there for twenty
years.  History and Geography
were two of the subjects she taught
to her students in the Gaelic
language. This was something she
enjoyed very much. Then her world
changed forever.

A young Irish priest, recently
ordained, visited her convent
asking for volunteers to come to
America and help start new parish
schools.  Sister Therese left Ireland
with two other sisters from her
convent and came to Daytona
Beach. The bishop then was Bishop
Hurley.

After a short time there,
Monsignor Mortimer Danaher
came to Daytona Beach asking for
volunteers to come to San Jose
Parish and help with the school.
Sister Therese, Sister Enda, and one
other Sister came with him.  The
school opened with 120 students.
The nuns lived in a house down the
street until Monsignor Danaher
built a convent.

Every year for three or four
years a new young Sister would
arrive to help. That doesn’t happen
much anymore because the Irish
Sisters have been going to the
missions in Africa and China
instead of to the United States.

Sister Therese was principal for
twelve years of the nineteen she
was there and taught students for

the remainder. Some of the stories
of her time at San Jose are
examples of her concern for
children, and of their imagination,
humor and determination.

She had jars of jellybeans on
her desk that had a different color
in each. Students would get one
every day and the color would
depend on their demeanor.  

Monsignor’s dogs would
follow her all over the campus
wherever she went. She would
insist the students not feed them
even when they kept rattling their
lunch box lids to let the dogs know
there was food around.

Students that were skipping
school at the Phillips Mall while
Sister Therese was out of town got
a rude surprise. As she was
returning from the airport she saw
some San Jose students in uniforms
at the mall. They knew they were
caught when she called them down
by name.

Kindergartners are young and
full of energy and hard enough to
keep quiet when an adult is in the
classroom. Sister Therese had a
method of making them behave
while she left the room. She told
them about her friend, “Miss
Spanky Wanky.” This friend would
stay outside the door when Sister
Therese had to leave the classroom
and told her when she got back
about whoever misbehaved while
she was gone. The children
believed and behaved.

Children who needed help
reading were taken to the convent
after school for a reading lesson
and milk and cookies.

One of the aforementioned
dogs was named Nora. She had a
very curly tail and children would
ask why her tail was so curly. Sister
Therese would smile and tell them
it was because Nora fell into the
cookie batter.

Sister Therese and Sister Enda
came to Christ the King with
Monsignor Mortimer Danaher.
Sister Enda started teaching the
fifth grade and Monsignor told
Sister Therese he thought she
should take the library. The
librarian had just left and one was
needed. She told him that she
wasn’t qualified but he said she
could learn on the job. And she did!

She ran the library until two
years ago when she “retired.” It
saddened her when the old library
walls came down but she realized
that the new one would be better
and more versatile. Father (now
Bishop) Baker started the Sister
Therese Horan Library and Media
Fund and named the center after
her “behind her back and without
her permission.” She has lighted
our lives for twenty years. The
entire parish knows it is little
enough recognition for her service.

Many of you have noticed the
aluminum can and newspaper
containers in our parking lot. This
is a recycling project that Sister
Therese began soon after her
arrival at Christ the King parish.
She has generated about $100.00 a
month for the library in her
recycling “ministry” that has been
used to purchase needed supplies,
books, computers, televisions and
VCR’s for the students. The money
now goes into the building fund for
the Sister Therese Horan Library
and Media Center. She welcomes
any of these recyclable items the
parishioners might wish to drop off.

Few people know the part she
played in naming a parish.
Monsignor Leo Danaher and
company were having difficulty
choosing a name for their new
parish at the beach.  Sister Therese
prayed about it and knew the name
when it came to her. It was “Our
Lady Star of the Sea.” And that’s
how it came to be named.

There are stories about her here
at Christ the King, too. One of her
passions seems to be plants. She is
so passionate about them that she
can be called the “Terror at K-
Mart.”  The manager started hiding
when she showed up because she
would tell him that she was going
to “plant them for the Lord so
you’re not going to charge me!”

A student who had detention
after school worked with Sister
Therese outside on the grounds.
When picked up by his mother he
complained that he was exhausted
while Sister Therese was still as is.

Shopping is another of her
passions. She can spend three, four,
five hours at some of her favorite

Continued on Page 14




