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Welcome to the Faith
by Father Guy Noonan
I have been asked to devote a
few lines to the topic of
‘hospitality’ and the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults. This
was an easy task to achieve because
there was so much hospitality
within the RCIA group.
The word “hospitality” comes
from the Latin word “hospes”
which means “enemy:” it also
suggests an “other,” a person
different from ourselves. Two
examples
come
to
mind:
welcoming another into a
“hospitality” inn; admitting the sick
or wounded into a “hospital.” In
both instances, a foreigner –
someone outside our normal realm
of associates – comes to our door
for aid.
In the Old Testament Scriptures
we see hospitality under many
forms: God provides Eden as the
hospitable creation wherein men
and women might live in peace in
an environment which is good for
them. Or then again, God provides
hospitality by way of water and
manna to the wandering Jews who
hungered and thirsted during their
journey toward liberation from
Pharaoh.
In the New Testament we see
hospitality as a theme often
associated with varied aspects of
Jesus’ early life: When journeying
toward Jerusalem, Joseph and the
pregnant Mary sought hospitality in
an inn, but there was no room. Or
then again, they sought the
hospitality of their own country but
it
became
a
threatening
environment and so they exiled to
Egypt to escape injustice.
In Jesus’ own ministry we often
see the theme of hospitality: first
and foremost, as a response to His
Father’s love. Jesus “welcomes”
His Father into His heart in a way
never seen in other men – totally.
Because He has this sense of being
one with the Father and “receiving
all things from Him” He is able to
pass this same acceptance on to
others: one thinks of the man born
blind in John’s Gospel: everyone
else rejected him because of sin,
but Jesus accepted him and cured
him. One thinks of the Samaritan
woman at the well: no one else pays
particular attention to her, but Jesus
engages her in conversation and

invites her to conversion. One
thinks of Zacchaeus: he is small of
stature and climbs a tree to “see”
the Lord, and Jesus responds to his
desire by going to his household.
In the RCIA it is this kind of
openness to “otherness” which is at
the core of the whole process:
* Others who are not members of
the community come to the
community and inquire about
the life of that community; as
RCIA candidates they learn to
“welcome” one another, each
person being different (“other”)
and yet coming together in the
same common concern.
* These
same
candidates
welcome the “other” hidden
inside themselves – that inner
voice of the Spirit of God
which has been prompting them
right from within their own
experience to “open up” to a
deeper
dimension
of
themselves.
(How
many
problemsand disappointments in
life are experienced precisely
because that inner voice was
not heeded and hospitality was
not given to the Spirit of God
within us!).
* The community for its part
welcomes them by way of a
program wherein they can
discuss
the
faith;
the
community also invites them to
“Hear the Word” of the Lord
together in the first part of the
Eucharistic celebration. The
RCIA candidates themselves,
by being present as “Other” in
their midst, invites this same
community of Christ the King
to reflect on their own
baptismal commitment: “Do
they, the existing community,
realize what they have
undertaken by being a member
of a parish community?”
* The RCIA Team itself comes
together as varied “others”
from all sorts of separate walks
of life; they set aside time and
also personal agenda in order to
become a member of a Team to
welcome these candidates into
the process. They have been a
wonderful team indeed!

Tony Zeaiter leading procession into Easter Vigil Mass

These are but a few simple
reflections of “hospitality” and the
Judaeo-Christian faith. Perhaps
they will trigger some thoughts of
your own: How has the theme of
hospitality – welcoming the other –
been present in your life? How
have these moments been moments
of unexpected grace?; real
experiences of grace always have a
surprise dimension! How might

you be prompted by the Lord to
“welcome the stranger” in His
name? This “stranger” is not simply
the outsider beyond us, but also the
outsider within us. If any part of
our life and personality has been
cut off or disassociated from the
rest of us, it calls for welcome back
into the fold. It calls for hospitality: welcoming the “foreigner”
back into our own household!
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Talking with Father Thanh

by Mary Ann Sullivan, Associate Editor
Can you believe Christ the
King Courier is starting its fifth
year of publication? This quarterly
publication’s success is a tribute to
its staff and the many ministries
and individuals who contribute to
it. We would appreciate your
feedback regarding the Courier and
how we can make it a better
publication for our faith family.
Please take a moment and fill out
the questionnaire that is found
within these pages.
In this issue you will find a
number of articles on hospitality.
For the next few issues we will be
spotlighting this virtue and how
important it is in our lives.
Our Christ the King faith
family, much like your personal
families, has had much going on.
We celebrated with joy in
welcoming new Catholics into our
Christ the King family on Holy
Saturday. We have also shed a tear
or two at having to say goodbye to
Sister Therese who is living in San
Jose Convent. We congratulate
those children who made their First
Communion just last week; what a

wonderful way to show hospitality
to Our Lord. We also mourn the
loss of our editor’s husband, Rick
Koziolek.
Also in this issue are children’s
thoughts on their Dads. Father’s
Day is coming up and we thought it
would be nice to honor Dads.
Speaking of honors, let’s not forget
teachers. Five of our teachers at
Christ the King were honored at a
teachers’ recognition Mass and
luncheon in March.
We all share an interest in each
other’s stories. You will find
several
interviews
with
parishioners you may have seen
around the parish, but really didn’t
know a lot about. Read their
stories, they are all special
individuals.
Enough said! Enjoy the
Courier. Consider becoming a
contributor to the Courier. We are
always seeking articles (and
pictures) regarding
school
activities,
sporting
events,
organizational
and
ministry
happenings. And please fill out the
questionnaire.
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by Mickey Kenny
Imagine how the disciples felt
after the crucifixion. What were
their
feelings?
Utter
disappointment,
anger,
fear,
distress. We can at this time of
scandal relate too well to these
feelings of betrayal.
On the road to Emmaus there
was another feeling: the first
stirring of hope that something was
happening.
Something
too
awesome, too wonderful, to
comprehend. They had heard from
others in the group that their dark
night of the soul was ending in a
new dawn. Their all-but- shattered
faith in the Good Shepherd had
been fulfilled.
When they were joined by a
stranger who asked them what they
had been discussing their reply was
a shocked, “Are you the only visitor
to Jerusalem who does not know of
the things that have taken place
there in these days?” But then the
stranger began to teach them
concerning the necessity for the
fulfillment of scripture. While
these men could later say, “‘Were
not our hearts burning within us
while He spoke to us on the way
and opened the scriptures to us?’”
they remained unable to recognize
Him until the breaking of the bread.
Surely they would be better
teachers of His word after hearing
Him explain the scripture; but it is
interesting to note – and important
for us to remember – that Jesus did
not just automatically enter into the
meal with them. They needed to
extend the invitation.

As they approached the village
to which they were going, He gave
the impression that he was going
on farther. But they urged Him,
“Stay with us, for it is nearly
evening and the day is almost
over.” So He went in to stay with
them.
What a powerful lesson in
living with Christ: He so willingly
enters in . . . but only with an
invitation.
And it is in our hospitality and
in our welcoming that we share
Christ with others. We at Christ the
King were able to welcome 34 new
adult members to our Catholic faith
at the Easter Vigil.
We both learn and teach the
lessons of hospitality when we
give a welcoming reception for
these new members after the Easter
Vigil, when we have fellowship
with family members following
funeral services, and, of course,
when we have a thanksgiving
reception for the years of service of
our energizer bunny, Sister
Therese.
In the midst of the scandal of
clergy sexual abuse we ought to
learn from the apostles and the
early Christian community. They
did not dwell on Judas’ betrayal.
They did not dwell on the threefold
denial of their leader. They did not
dwell on the sinfulness of the other
apostles. Instead they came
together to pray and reflect. They
did not dwell on the “news media”
of the time that said they had stolen
the body from the tomb.
But instead they reflected upon
the good news from the Good
Shepherd who loves all His flock,
the Good Shepherd who cares for
each individual, the Good
Shepherd who dies for our
salvation, the Good Shepherd who
is the cornerstone of our christian
faith and the Good Shepherd who
humbles Himself every day in the
forms of bread and wine to nourish
our daily faith journey.
The Lord is my shepherd, there
is nothing I shall want.
Together, let us pray until
Pentecost . . .

My Easter Story
“At Easter, Jesus died on the cross. He catched a fish
and Jesus showed it to his friend and Jesus was ridin’ on a
horsey, no, not a horsey, a donkey, he was ridin’ a donkey.
The people liked Jesus. They liked to pray with him. Then,
the people shot him and put him on the cross. He died on
the cross. They were mean people. Jesus wouldn’t carry the
cross, all the women did. Then he died on the cross. The
mean people were stealing the crosses and they picked him
up and Jesus started to cry. And then Mary cried and Jesus
was sad. And then it thundered and lightninged. Then they
put Jesus in the cage and the angel couldn’t find Jesus. He
ran away. He went to Heaven. He’s praying.”
By Alex Coppedge, 4 year old grandson of Helen and Bill
Damato. He attends Assumption School
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What’s Happening

A Letter from Ireland
Courier it seems it must also be one
of the best fed! How my mouth
waters thinking of all those covered
dish dinners.
And thank you for including
my article about my retirement
experience to date.
Keep up the good work. God
bless and reward you all.
All is well here, thank God.
Extremely
strong
winds,
sometimes with heavy rain.

To the Editor and Staff:

Many thanks for the latest
edition of the Courier. Another
wonderful production. Thank you
for all the effort and expertise that
went into it.
I have read it from cover to
cover and enjoyed it all. It was so
good to see and read of so many
friends and familiar faces. Last
year Christ the King was deemed to
be one of the outstanding parishes
in the U.S. From this issue of the Love, Fr. Brian

An Easter Morning Letter
reprinted with permission
Dear Friends:

doesn’t even have much of a
“quality of life.” Yet this is a man
who inspires us today when he
proclaims, “Surrexit Christus! The
Lord is Risen! Alleluia!” Not the
young rock star. Not the TV
evangelist with the expensive
coiffe and the message of Believe
and Get Rich.
But this stooped old man, who
lives Good Friday in the midst of
the Easter Proclamation doesn’t
flee from the cross, he embraces it.
He reminds us that the Paschal
mystery is that we can never
separate
the
cross
from
resurrection.
And he is a reminder of who the
real powerhouses in the Church are
today. They are our friends and
family too ill to make it to Church
today. They are those who “walk in
the valley of darkness” but never
lose sight of the “light which
overpowers the darkness” (John
1:5). In the eyes of the wise of this
world, they are weak and useless.
But grafting their weakness and
their prayers to the power of
Christ’s cross do more for our
salvation than all the best sermons
in the world.
Their good cheer, their neverending prayers - for us! - draw us
even on this day of Resurrection to
adoration and wonder and praise’;
“We adore thee, O Christ, and we
bless thee, because by thy holy
Cross thou hast redeemed the
world!”
Love,
Father Terry Morgan

We’ve watched him all week
through the Holy Week services,
and have wondered, “Is this the
year he is not going to be able to
finish?” We’ve seen this hobbled
old man in Rome bend under the
strain of leading the thousands at
St. Peter’s and the millions who are
drawn to catch a glimpse of him on
CNN or even to pray a while with
him from the comfort of our living
rooms.
Personally, I can recall each of
the dozen or so times (in my Rome
Life 1993-1998) when I met him,
prayed with him, shook his hand,
and turned wistfully away, thinking
the prayer of the old man Simeon
(Luke 2:29), “Now, Lord, you can
dismiss your servant in peace.”
At first, when he resisted
suggestions - even from his closest
friends in Rome and in his
homeland - that he retire and hand
the reigns of the
Church over
to a younger man, I thought, “If he
weren’t such a stubborn old Pole...”
but it is not the stubborn old Pole in
John Paul II that keeps him going.
It is the fire of Jeremiah (20:9),
burning in his heart and imprisoned
in his bones. It is a whole new
vision of what real life is: “for to
me, Christ is life; thus, to die is so
much gain.” (Phil. 1:21)
It is this fire and this vision
which drives John Paul, and makes
him to us a sign from which we
cannot remove our gaze. In the
view of the world, he is too old, he Pastor,
can offer no real use to his “job,” he Cathedral - Basilica of St. Augustine
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OUR CHURCH WELCOMES
woud like to welcome the following individuals and
Welcome: We
families to Christ the King Community
Tara Ballard
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Barbour
The Marty Barron Family
The Michael Barron Family
Elizabeth Bishop
The Christopher Butler Family
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Burris
The Luis Carreras Family
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Dechant
The Allan DeLeon Family
Mr. Gerard Franza
The Clodel Germain Family
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Henderson
The Craig Hodge Family
The Michael Huffman Family
The Hormann Kepssou Family
The Manuel Lopes Family

Profession of Faith
Charles H. Keisling

Baptisms:

Dec. 26

We Would like to announce the following people who
were recently baptized into the Catholic Church

Jacob Randall Waite
Jan. 12
Lilly Thu Nguyen
Jan. 20
Teresa Lynsey Duong
Jan. 20
John David Bunag
Jan. 20
Jack F. Ogin, Jr.
Jan. 20
Larissa Ogin
Jan. 20
Peyton Elizabeth Bayot
Jan. 27
Michael Dean Barron
Jan. 27
Kimo Leon Barron
Jan. 27
Hannah Barron
Jan. 27
Jacob Tyler Bonnichsen
Jan. 27
Jacob Michael Ossi
Jan. 27
Marcel Jamal Smith
Jan. 27
Jamel Jerod Smith
Jan. 27
Liam David Augsburger
Feb. 2
Christopher Jonathan Correa
Feb. 17
Kyle Warren Hicks
Feb. 24
Ian Michael McCart
Feb. 24
Alexander Ray McCart
Feb. 24
Christopher William Whittlesey

Marriages:

Mrs. Betty Wheeler will be the Director of the Vacation Bible School
(VBS) this summer. Betty, Donna Simons, Al Martin, and aids Jessie
Oliver and Samantha Fewell are preparing for an educational and funfilled Bible School. The theme of this years VBS is “Faith Mountain.”
Watch the bulletin for registration information. Don’t miss out on any of
the fun!

Deaths:

Feb. 24
(Jody) Georgine Parliment Feb. 26
Grant Russel Butler
Mar. 17
Timber Ashley Abinsay
Mar. 17
Shea B. Barnes
Mar. 30
Savannah Hoai An Dinh Mar. 31
Henry Nguyen
Mar. 31
Brandon Ba Pham
Mar. 31
Teresa Lam Maria Nguyen Mar. 31
Hannah Thanh Lucia Nguyen
Mar. 31
Jennifer Anna Maria Le
Mar. 31
Christopher D. Lopes
Apr. 7
Sean Barba Gozar
Apr. 7
Kameryn Leigh Mallinson Apr. 14
Kiana Mallinson
Apr. 14
Bryan Serna Johnson
Apr. 14
Sanh Serna Johnson
Apr. 14
Garrison Eric Wayne Waters
Apr. 14
Chad Emory Park
Apr. 14

We would like to acknowledge the following
parishioners who were recently united into the
Sacrament of Marriage.

James Harold Varnell and Marta
Milagros Cuascut on February 2
Robert Lewis Brekke and Yen Thi
Nguyen on February 16

JULY 22-26

The Bryan Mallinson Family
The Rosalina Masewicz Family
The Douglas Meade Family
Sandra Meyer
Linda Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Conrado Minosa
Paul Nadeau
Jesslyn Ostrosky
Leland Rhoads
The Chris Rhoden Family
The Alberto Sevilla Family
The Jessica Smith Family
Helen Stenner
Rosemarie Sudhoff
Jennifer Summa
Mack Whiteley
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Wright

Walter Oscar Henderson, Jr., and
Donna Lee Hall on February 23
Manuel Lopes and Maria
Livramento on March l5

The following people are recently deceased members of
our parish for whom we offer our special prayers.

Albert Robert Doran
Reva Billman
Theresa Cheney
Dorothy Franza
June Meadows

Dec. 4
Feb. 4
Feb. 23
Feb. 23
Mar. 1

Arnold Lor
Genevieve Rusk
Precilla Pajak
Jean M. Harrington
Richard L. Koziolek

Mar. 6
Mar. 10
Mar. 30
Apr. 11
Apr. 17
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My RCIA Experience

by Tracy Smith
When I joined the RCIA, I
didn’t know what to expect. I
basically grew up in a religious
family, my great-grandfather was a
preacher. And I went to church
every Sunday but until I joined
RCIA I really didn’t know the
significance of having a close

relationship with God. My eyes
have been opened to a whole new
enlightenment. I see life a whole lot
differently, the things I used to take
for granted are now blessings to me
and I feel that with each passing
day I am becoming a better person
both emotionally and spiritually. I
do feel like I have truly come
home.

RCIA A Personal Journey

by Chauna Branham
For three years I had the urge
and inclination to follow God’s call
“Follow Me.” I attended numerous
Churches of many different
religions. Becoming a Catholic
wasn’t something that I ever took
lightly. The problem was, I had
never followed Him and didn’t
know where to begin. I met my
husband Gregory, who at the time
was a non-practicing cradle
Catholic. We went to church on
Easter and Christmas, of course.
When we attended on those
occasions I liked the fact that
everyone responded, stood and
knelt at the same time. I didn’t
understand it, but I wanted to.
So my husband and I started
coming more often. I remember
one Sunday when the priest was
speaking of the Eucharist, I
realized at that moment how lucky
everybody was around me. They
truly believed, some more than
others, but definitely more than me.
I decided then to pursue the classes
to become a Catholic. I first started
RCIA thinking, “Nine months, I’ll
never make it,” and I didn’t the first
year. Two years later here I am,
proud to say I am a Catholic.

In class I was amazed by how
many people could quote scriptures
and I could never get past chapter
one of Genesis. That was when my
mother-in-law, Janie, came to my
rescue. She told me stories. At the
time, I had no idea they were from
the Bible. She also gave me verses
to read. There were times when I
felt that I would never have as
much faith as my classmates or
team members. You could see it in
their eyes when they spoke. Now
the church has blessed my
marriage, and I’m on the home
stretch. People can see faith in my
eyes now; I know this because I
feel it in my entire body. I love
being able to tell my husband why
we do certain things and what this
or that means. I hope that my
husband and I can give our children
the precious gift I have received in
the past year.
Now, what will I do on Tuesday
nights? I have decided to take
classes with M.O.M.S. on
Wednesdays. Thank you everyone
from the RCIA team to the Parish
and especially Father Guy who put
the fire under me when needed and
made me laugh by saying that the
church wasn’t a club and even I
was welcome to join.
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Home at Last

by Roxanne Leonard
I have accompanied my
Catholic husband to church almost
every Sunday for the past 26½
years of our marriage. We raised
our two sons as Catholics from
Baptism to Confirmation. I have
toyed with the idea that I also
wanted to come into the Church for
many years. A conversation with
my non-Catholic sister one evening
was the push I needed and I
contacted the RCIA program leader
James Scott. His enthusiasm put

me at ease and as they say, the rest
is history.
I feel that the most emotional
moment was
when I was
privileged to be allowed to sign the
“Book of the Elect.” I know I have
much to learn about the history of
the Church but feel living in
Christ’s
footsteps
will
be
challenging ... I welcome this
challenge. Many thanks to the
priests of Christ the King, the
RCIA staff and most of all my
sponsor, my husband, who has
never pushed my decision and has
been very supportive throughout.

I’ve Seen Jesus

by Micah Ethridge
Before entering the RCIA
process eight months ago I already
knew that I wanted to enter the
Catholic Church. In fact, my
process of conversion started a
long time before the RCIA classes
began. When this year’s classes
started last September, I looked at
the RCIA process as just another
hurdle to get over so that I could
become a Catholic. I remember
telling James Scott, our class
instructor, that if I had known of
any faster way to become a
Catholic that I would not have
attended the RCIA classes at all.
What a mistake that would have
been.
You see I started my conversion
process through self-study. I
learned all about the Catholic
Church through many hours spent
buried in books that explained the
Catholic faith. I learned all that
there is to learn from a book but I
had yet to experience Jesus the way
that I have experienced him at
Christ The King. During the RCIA
process, I was fortunate enough to
meet and get to know many
members of Christ the King who

are RCIA sponsors and team
members. Through this elite group
of people Jesus has revealed
himself to me:
In the hearts and smiles of the
RCIA team members and sponsors
I’ve seen Jesus.
With each hug given to me by
an RCIA team member or sponsor
I’ve felt Jesus.
With each kind word spoken by
an RCIA team member or sponsor
I’ve heard Jesus.
We here at Christ The King are
very blessed to have such a
wonderful RCIA team. I personally
am blessed to have been fortunate
enough to spend the last eight
months with them. I now
understand why the Catholic
Church calls itself the ‘Body of
Christ.’ The amount of love that I
have experienced entering into the
church could only be a direct result
of Christ Himself. I hope and pray
that I, as a new member of the
Catholic Church, can show His
love to others the way that they
have shown it to me.
Thank you RCIA team and
sponsors. Thank you for your
smiles, for your prayers, and most
of all thank you for being there for
us.
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God Always Answers Our Prayers

Baptism, November 24, 2001

Celebrating Baptism 50 years to the day after wedding in 1951

Welcome To Christ The King

Wedding Day, November 24, 1951
by Staff Writer
She was a shy beautiful young
Southern girl from the big city of
Jacksonville. He was a tall
handsome young man born and
raised in southern Georgia. They
fell in love and were married in a
big family wedding at St. Paul’s
Catholic church in Riverside on a
Saturday morning on November
24, 1951.
She came from a devoted
Catholic family that went back
many generations. He was a
faithful member of a small Baptist
church.
They were both devoted to their
faith and lived the life their faiths
taught them.
They both knew that God
always answers our prayers! They
knew that God sometimes answers
prayers with a “yes.” They knew
that sometimes God’s answer is
“no.”
Neither of them fully realized
that God’s answer sometimes is,
“not yet.”
At their wedding breakfast she
told her sister that, “someday my
husband will become a Catholic.”
God blessed Mary and T.J.
Lankford with five children; four
beautiful girls, Theresa, Peggy,

Margie and Kathleen and one son,
Jim.
The family went to Christ the
King Church and all the children
graduated from Christ the King
School.
They were faithful to God;
attended Mass every Sunday as a
family.
They all prayed that their daddy
would someday become a Catholic.
God’s answer to their prayers
was not “yes.” God’s answer to
their prayers was not, “no.” It
became perfectly clear to their
mother and to the five children that
God’s answer must be, “not yet.”
It turned out that God’s answer
was not in ten years ... or twenty
years ... or even thirty or forty
years!
The Lankford family kept
praying.
In the Sacred Heart Chapel in
Christ the King Church, all of the
Lankford
children
and
grandchildren and close family
members witnessed God’s answer
to their prayers. Their beloved
father and her beloved husband
was baptized, confirmed and
received Holy Communion fifty
years to the day that Mary and T.J.
Lankford were married.
God always answers our
prayers!

Welcome New Members
MEMBERS

SPONSOR

Roslyn Balsam
Shea Barnes
Elizabeth Bishop
Marliese Bordman
Chauna Branham
Melissa Brokaw
Steven Dionisio
Deborah Ethridge
Micah Ethridge
Dale Ford
Timothy Godwin
May Gutierrez
James Hopely
Roxanne Leonard
Diana Locke
Kelly Mallinson
Chris Martin
Lori Martin
Linda Miller
Lora Nelson
Jesslyn Ostrosky
Hoa Pho
Mark Plotz
Robert Pollett
Darrell Setser
Barbara Small
Brian Smith
Tracey Smith
Tania Thomas
Melodie Wadsworth
Gayle Warmbrod
Jerry Woosley

Mitch Gable
Jenny Oliver
Paul Nadeau
Robin Allison
Debbie Fourney
Mamie Wilson
Barry Landers
Victoria Stewart
Bob Rhoden
Kathy Daniels
Tina Motel
Norma Landers
Mike Holland
Leo Leonard
Millie Ramos
Mimi Collins
Stephanie Setser
Mary Rouse
Darlene O’Neal
Chris Nelson
Dawn Grimes
Justin Nguyen
Carl Ludwig
Doug Mollenhour
Robert Lea
Georgia Mullins
Catherine Woosley
Nancy Smith
Bootsie Rhoden
Lou DeGuzman
Maggie Damato
David Stewart
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Lenten Fish Fry
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Some Habits Should
Not Be Broken
DAILY MASS
by Harriet Hughes

Service hours are fun!
by Gus Carlson
The Lenten Fish Fry continues
to be a tradition enjoyed by young
and old alike. As always, the Fish
Fry begins on Ash Wednesday and
is served each subsequent
Wednesday
during
Lent.
Monsignor Danaher started this
tradition back in the mid-1980s and
it is still going strong! “It’s an
opportunity for fellowship and
sharing a meal with our Christ the
King family,” said Linda Dixon,
one of the many regulars attending.
Preparation for the dinner
begins around 3:00 p.m. by
volunteers from the parish. This
year, Henry Nguyen, Gus Carlson,
Louie O’Neal and Tony Zeaiter
coordinated the kitchen crew. With
dinner to be served starting at 5:00
p.m., it takes great effort and
teamwork to serve the estimated
300 dinners each week.

Through the years we have
seen a committed adult team of
volunteers, but anyone attending
the Fish Fry would also have to
notice the number of Bishop Kenny
High School students working in
the kitchen and in the dining area.
Although these students are
earning Service Hours, they also
admit to enjoy working alongside
the adults for the good of our
parish. “We’ve never had a better
group of students working so well
together as we have this year,” said
Mrs. Morton, a volunteer.
The volunteers will tell you
there is only one downside to
working the Fish Fry and that is
“you don’t smell too great when the
evening is done.” Other than that,
they say they will be back again
next year to help out. They hope to
see you there to keep the tradition
alive.

Hospitality
by Father Neil J. Carr, S.J.
The word itself comes from the
Latin word for “guest”; hospes.
(Since very few in the parish speak
Aramaic, I have lost my fluency in
that language, the language Jesus
spoke. And so I have forgotten the
Aramaic derivation.)
We all know how Jesus enjoyed
the hospitality of Lazarus and his
sisters. He even socialized with
others who were looked on as
sinners by people of His time, men
like Levi and Bartolomeus, tax
collectors both, who invited Him to
dinner in their homes. Whether
from Yale or from jail, He
welcomed the company of them all.
“Love one another as I have
loved you!” By this He wanted His
followers to be known, “that they
love one another.”
In the early church this
command of His was taken very
seriously. It showed itself
repeatedly in the way hospitality

was extended graciously to others
and gratefully received. In Acts 10,
after Paul had converted the family
of Cornelius, the Roman centurion,
they invited him to stay with them
a few days. In his epistle to the
Romans, Paul tells us to “let (our)
love be genuine,” and suggests that
one way to prove that is to “extend
hospitality to strangers,” an
admonition he repeats in his letter
to the Hebrews (13:2). In his first
letter to Timothy (5:10), he sets as
a proof that a widow should be
especially honored if, among other
virtues,
she
has
“shown
hospitality.”
Like all kindness to others,
hospitality is hard to give away
because it always keeps coming
back. The more you give, the more
you receive. Hospitality is healthy like birthdays: the more you have,
the longer you live. The more
welcoming we are to others, the
more productive will be our
ministries.

I was recently asked to explain
why I made an effort to attend daily
Mass. After giving it a great deal
of thought, I decided that my daily
attendance at Mass comes from a
habit formed long ago. Webster’s
dictionary describes “habit” as “an
acquired mode of behavior that has
become nearly or completely
involuntary”
“Completely
involuntary” - that is exactly how
my habit started.
I was born to parents who were
blessed with a strong faith and were
firm believers in family prayer in
all forms, family rosary, daily
Mass, community and church
functions. When I was a youngster,
my parents purchased a home
across the street from a Catholic
church and school.
Bedtime was 8:30 p.m. sharp
and at 5:00 a.m., my father would
turn on the overhead light in my
bedroom and gently call out my
name (which I deeply resented to
say the least). At any rate, I got up
and dressed, as did my two
brothers. My Mom, Dad, two
brothers and I would walk across
the street to attend the 6 a.m. Mass
- be it hot, cold, rainy or fair. Once
there I was very indifferent to what
was going on. After all, here was
this person with his back to me
speaking in a language which I did
not understand and did not care to
understand for that matter. I was
sleepy and preferred to be left
alone. I would settle into the pew
and would close my eyes only to be
rudely awakened by the ringing of
bells. After I was old enough to
read, my folks bought me this book
called a “missal” and it had a
foreign language on one side of the
page and English on the other. It

was a real challenge to try to keep
up with this person speaking in a
foreign language while I was
reading the English. As hard as I
tried to keep up, I was never in the
right place.
Then came Vatican II. Things
changed. This person with his back
to me turned out to be a priest. He
no longer had his back to the
congregation but rather faced us
and was speaking in English. All of
a sudden a light began to dawn.
During one morning Mass, the
priest invited all of us to join him
on the altar. What a wonderful
experience that was - I really felt a
part of what was going on and was
in awe of what was transpiring.
Prior to Vatican II, I was
expected to appreciate what was
happening but I could not do so
since I was preoccupied with trying
to figure out what part of the Mass
was taking place. Hearing the
words, and at long last
understanding them, made a big
difference. I began to listen to the
words of the readings and each day
felt as if there was a message
intended just for me. My parents no
longer had to pry me out of bed
anymore but rather I purchased an
alarm clock and got up on my own.
I found that attending daily Mass
was a great way to start the day. No
matter how the day ended, it had
started well.
My wonderful parents are gone
now but the habit of daily
attendance at Mass that they started
years ago, although completely
involuntary, is still with me.
Webster’s dictionary further
describes
a
habit
as
“a
characteristic mode of growth.”
That is the kind of habit I have
today and it is one I do not intend to
break.

CHRIST THE KING PARISH EXTENDS
BLESSINGS TO
Dung Quang Bui
Rouville Fisher
Jason Trull
ON THEIR ORDINATION TO THE
PRIESTHOOD
and to
Jhon Guarizo
Jan Ligeza
Christopher Liguori
AS THEY ARE ORDAINED DEACONS
May the Lord bless and direct you in your work.
May He give you strength to meet your needs, and May you always know the
contentment and joy of sharing His message with others.
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Happy Father’s Day
Happy Father’s Day
by Mickey Kenny
To Father Thanh, Father Carr,
Father Noonan, and Monsignor
Lamonde we want to say

Happy Fathers’ Day!
Even when times are not
particularly trying, being father to
each of the members of 2500
families has to be an incredible
challenge.
Now you don’t have to be
seated at the head of the dinner
table every night to share your day,
your ideas, and your special
presence with the kids, but there is
no table if you are not there at the
altar. We count on you for all those
things we require from father at our

family
dinner
tables
and
additionally we require special
food for the soul from your
homilies. Here at Christ the King
we are richly blessed with the
quality of our homilists! Each of
you instills in us a reverence for the
table of our altar where you preside
daily.
Mercy, justice, understanding,
compassion – all those qualities we
have looked for and needed so
badly from our fathers we look for
in you. And, in addition, we don’t
want to see or feel judgement or
condemnation.
So, for all those times it would
have been appropriate to say
Happy Fathers’ Day and we forgot,
here it is now...Happy Fathers’
Day!

Father’s Day
I like my Dad. He is very nice
* * *
and fun to play with. I like him
working at the school. There are
ups and downs.
My Dad cooks dinner for us, he
I’m glad I have a Dad that does umpires games, he works at my
things like baseball and is not school, and he helps me work at the
always away.
concession stand.
By Andy Klima, 5th grade
By Kevin Klima, 1st grade

Bradley Surles

Vacation Bible School

MY DAD
leave. He is a wonderful person, a
wonderful dad, and a wonderful
husband to my mom.
Sometimes we don’t show our
appreciation enough to our fathers,
so I think that Father’s Day is the
time to start if you haven’t already.
It is also a time to give thanks for
them. I know that my father would
do anything if I asked him to. He
tries to give me the best education
he can by sending me to a private
school and he lets me go places
without worrying about trusting
me. I love my dad a lot, he means
so much to me.

by Alena Maroney

The reason why my dad means
so much to me is because he loves
me no matter what happens. My
dad will do anything I ask him and
buy me whatever I want. He tries to
go to Mass at least three times a
week. I feel my dad is a very
religious and spiritual person. Yet
at the same time, he is a lot of fun.
Doing things with the family
means everything to my dad. He
loves to go camping and fishing. I
do these things with him, although
I really don’t like to. I feel that my
dad does a lot for other people,
without any questions asked. When Happy Father’s Day, Dad, from
anyone needs help, my dad is the your daughter, Alena.
first one there and the last one to

My Father
by Mackenzie Nichols
My father is funny. He loves
my sisters and me very much. If he
goes on a vacation alone he takes a
little bit of us and we keep a little
bit of him inside our heart. My
father is special to me because if I
have a project or homework he
helps me with it. My father is not
like other fathers because
everyone’s father has different
talents and feelings. That’s why

fathers are special. Fathers have
different jobs, homes, families, and
belongings because God made
them different and they’re going to
stay that way.
To me, a father is like a person
who keeps track of where you are
and who you are. Fathers think of
you every second of every day.
Thank your father for being your
father and protecting you every
step of the way.
Fathers are special people!

VBS: VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL JULY 22-26, 2002 Mrs.
Betty Wheeler, retired teacher and
frequent volunteer for many years
at Christ the King Church will be
the Director for Vacation Bible
School this summer. Mrs. Betty
Wheeler and Mrs. Donna Simons
look over some of this year’s
Vacation Bible School materials

while Betty’s granddaughters,
Jessie Oliver and Samantha Fewell
look over her shoulder. Jessie and
Samantha will assist as aids during
the week long school. In another
photo Al Martin looks on as Betty
explains some arts and crafts
materials to Donna Simons. Al
Martin will assist, also.
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Holy Thursday Services
Do You Understand What I Have
Done?
by Gloria de Pascua
Holy Thursday marked the
opening of what our church calls
the Paschal Triduum. Three
consecutive days that are the
holiest days of the year. As a
community we gathered together to
celebrate the very essence of our
faith, which is the resurrection of
Jesus
Christ.
Without
the
resurrection there would be no
Christianity and no hope of eternal
life for humanity.
What could one say that would
adequately describe this so very
touchingly beautiful Mass of the
Last Supper? The priests on the
altar, the reverent faithful in
attendance, the music so exquisite
all melding together so that they
became one in body whose sole
intent was to offer up praises to
Jesus, the Son of God. As the
celebrants Father Thanh, Father
Carr, Father Noonan, and Deacon
Bui processed down the aisle to the
altar, the opening hymn, “Table of
Plenty” gave clue to the evening
celebration.
It began with the presentation
of the oils that had been blessed by
our bishop, Victor Galeone on the
previous day at the Chrism Mass
held at the Cathedral in St.
Augustine. The oils are presented
to our community at Christ the
King to be used for the anointing of
the Sick, for the Catechumens, and
for the Chrism oils used in
sacramental life.
After the presentation of the
oils, which is part of the Gathering
Rite, the service moved into the
Liturgy of the Word. Each reading
gradually built to the gospel of
John 13:1-15 in which Jesus called
the disciples together for the
observance of the Passover Supper,
which had its roots in Exodus.
Our pastor, Father Thanh led us
into a reflection of what took place
that night with Jesus’ last meal with
his disciples. Jesus knew that His
hour was close at hand but He had
one more lesson for his dear
friends. He wanted to teach the
apostles and you and I, that we are
not called to rule but to serve one
another. He accomplished this by
the washing of the feet of His
apostles. As Father Thanh so
lovingly described this ritual, Jesus
knelt down and gently bathed their
feet. He knew that all of mankind
existed in those feet present at the
Last Supper. Jesus washed them
all. The feet of the fisherman rough
and callused and the feet of the man
who might, if pushed, give in to
pressure, Peter. He washed the feet
of Nathaniel, simple and without
guile. Jesus made no distinction.
There were the feet of Matthew,
refined, accustomed to sandals,
perhaps even an exploiter of
people. Then there was the man
who was to betray Him in a few

short hours. Jesus didn’t even look
up as He tenderly washed the feet
of Judas. When He had finished
Jesus asked, “Do You Understand
What I Have Done?” If this was not
enough Jesus now returned to the
table and instituted the Eucharist
for all of us so that we might have
substance as we travel the journey
of life.
Father Thanh brought home the
point by mentioning several
prominent people whose lives were
so radically changed when the
meaning of “Do You Understand
What I Have Done?” became clear
to them. There was Thomas
Merton, an intellectual, a doubter,
fiercely proud who came to
understand and whose writings
have had an enormous influence on
the lives of many people. Dorothy
Day, an avowed communist who
had
an
illegitimate
child,
underwent a complete change
embracing the Catholic faith and
publishing a paper advocating
social justice.
These people, like you and I,
were sinners but they understood
the message that Jesus came here
on earth to serve, to cleanse, and
forgive. Jesus presents that same
challenge to us today. Father Thanh
said that it brings us right into the
Paschal Mystery, the Mystery of
God’s unending love for each one
of us. By the washing of the feet,
Jesus is saying, “Love one another
as I have loved you.” Then as the
choir so touchingly sang “Love
One Another” Father Thanh gently
washed the feet of twelve
parishioners symbolizing the
twelve apostles. Each hymn sung
by the choir only helped to
emphasize the reason why we were
there at the Mass. As the celebrant
brought us into the consecration,
the hymn “We Remember” spoke
to the fact that Jesus loves us even
unto death. How rich our faith and
how fortunate we were to be able to
be part of this great celebration. As
the people stood to go forth to
receive the precious Body and
Blood the choir stunningly sang
“Taste and See.” The faithful were
aglow in the magnificence of this
beautiful occasion, which would
abruptly change, with the closing
of the service.
This came when Father Thanh
reverently processed the Sacred
Eucharist up and down the aisles
for the faithful to adore. It was then
transferred to the chapel where
Adoration was held until midnight.
The altar in the church was
stripped, the tabernacle was laid
bare and the faithful knew that
Good Friday was to follow. This
was not the end but only the
beginning for the Christian as Jesus
Christ would rise gloriously from
the dead on Easter Morn. Alleluia!
“Now, Do You Understand
What I Have Done?”
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Good Friday Afternoon
Mass of the Presanctified

by Claretta Lamusga
The 3 p.m. service on Good
Friday is divided into three parts;
the Liturgy of the Word, Veneration
of the Cross and the Communion
Service.
Father Noonan was the main
celebrant, assisted by Father
Thanh, Monsignor Danaher and
Father Carr. Judy Meade and Larry
McKay served as lectors.
After the Liturgy of the Word
which included the Passion of Our
Lord Jesus Christ, the priests lay
prostrate on the floor in veneration

in the form of Jesus on the Cross.
The congregation than processed to
the front of the church to kiss the
feet of Jesus on the cross.
This was followed by Holy
Communion which was formerly
called “Mass of the Presanctified”
meaning the bread has been
consecrated previously (on Holy
Thursday). Good Friday is the only
day in the year that there is no
Mass, no Consecration.
We all left church very quietly
reflecting on Jesus’ death, a death
suffered for us.

The Seven Last Words
of Christ
by Debra Scobie
These Seven Last Words are
collectively taken from Matthew,
Luke and John. No one gospel
contains all seven. They have been
organized through a traditional
preaching devotion referred to in
Latin as Tre Ore, signifying the
Three Hours Jesus hung on the
cross.
Looking forward to hearing the
Seven Last Words of Christ, I
participated in the meditations
given by Father Neil Carr on Good
Friday.
Christ spoke seven times while
on the Cross. Father Carr’s
adaptations of the thoughts,
emotions and recollections of
Christ, Mary and the apostles were
informative and insightful:
+ “Father, forgive them, for they
do not know what they are
doing.” Christ was watching as
Passover started with smoke
rising from the temple and how
He recalled His visits to that
very place. He was now the
lamb on the new altar.
“Amen I say to thee, this day thou
shalt be with me in paradise.”
How each of us would love to
hear those words! Jesus was
new life, through the bread and

wine, as He demonstrated at the
Last Supper with the apostles.
+ “Woman,
behold
thy
son…Behold thy Mother.”
Mary recalls the times when
Jesus referred to her as woman
and as she’s watching and
could not console nor comfort
her Son. Mary has the attitude
of complete acceptance we
need to adopt in our lives.
+ “Eli, Eli, Lama Sabachthani.”
How Jesus felt neglected and
that we should minimize the
pleasures of this material world
and its sins.
+ “I thirst.” How God thirsts for
our souls. What a beautiful
thought!
+ “Father, into your hands I
commend my spirit.” Sadly,
how Christ looked into the
future and saw the indifference
we would have toward Him.
+ “It is consummated.” Finally,
after all was done that He came
upon the earth to accomplish,
returning to the Father.
Bernie Sans, with the Handbell
and Adult Choirs enhanced this
beautiful service. Lucille Guzzone
did an excellent job as narrator.
It was a wonderfully relaxing
experience
that
left
me
contemplative and peaceful.
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Christ the King Celebrates St. Patrick’s Day

Ruth Gunter, Dolly Castalin, Eileen Gleason, Helen Damato

Our knightly chefs
by Eileen O’Porter
We have all heard it said that
everyone is a little bit Irish on St.
Patrick’s Day. That was certainly
true of all those who gathered at
Christ the King to celebrate the
feast day of the patron saint of
Ireland. Hundreds of parishioners
gathered, many of them sporting
green shirts, sweaters and
shamrock trimmed hats to enjoy
the day.
Green tablecloths, banners,
shamrocks
and
leprechauns
decorated the Parish Hall. Thanks

to our dedicated chefs from the
Knights of Columbus, a traditional
Irish dinner was enjoyed by all.
There was, of course, corned beef,
cabbage, potatoes and Irish soda
bread, as well as the favorite
beverages of Ireland.
Dennis Stoddard, Jr., ably
assisted by his young son D. J.
Stoddard, III, were responsible for
the wonderful Irish music enjoyed
throughout the afternoon. Several
people even took advantage of the
music to perform the Irish jig.
It was a festive fun-filled day
enjoyed by all.

Celebrating St. Patty’s Day

Sharin’ O’ the Green

St. Patrick’s Day work crew

Helen Damato, Eileen and Neil Porter
by Eileen Porter
The ballroom of the Radisson
Riverwalk Hotel was beautifully
decorated with fresh flowers for
the eighth annual “Sharin’ O’ The
Green” Charity Ball.
This event sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus was held on
March 9th with a near capacity
crowd in attendance.

A social hour began the
evening’s festivities, followed by a
delicious dinner. The lively dance
music was enjoyed by all.
This fund raiser is to assist
women in crisis situations
throughout the state and is a cause
very important to the Knights. It
enables them to provide funds to
volunteers who manage the Crisis
Pregnancy Centers and Abused
Women’s and Children’s Shelters.

Our D.J. Dennis Stoddard, Jr. with D.J. III
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Vietnamese News

by Thong Tran
Two thousand and one, the year
of the snake has passed. Then came
the year of the horse, 2002. This
past February 10, the Vietnamese
Community at Christ the King
Catholic Church celebrated Tet,
which is the Vietnamese New Year.
We are very appreciative of our
Christ the King American friends
who were present at Mass and the
ceremony. This tells us that we are
one community here at Christ the
King.
Saturday, May 18 at 10:30 a.m.,
our very own Deacon Dung Bui
will be the first Vietnamese from
our community to be ordained a
priest for the Diocese of Saint
Augustine. The ordination will take
place at the Cathedral-Basilica of
Saint Augustine in Saint Augustine.
He will celebrate his first Mass the

following day at 8:00 a.m. at St.
Joseph Catholic Church on Old St.
Augustine Road in Jacksonville.
On the same day at 2:00 p.m., he
will lead our community with his
first Vietnamese Mass. For this
reason, the Vietnamese choir is
currently preparing to sing at the
ceremony immediately after this
Mass. We congratulate Dung Bui;
we are very proud of him,
especially his family.
For the past year and a half, our
community has been focused on the
Vietnamese center, Trung Tam Lac
Viet. We are very actively involved
in fund-raising trying to come up
with $250,000 to buy the former
Nautical Seafood Restaurant on
Arlington Expressway as a place
for us to gather, to build friendship,
maintain the Vietnamese heritage.
It will also be a place for those who
have the desire to learn the

Vietnamese language, culture, and
tradition. That is our mission.
This project started out as a
plan to build a center on the four
acres set aside at Christ the King by
the former Bishop of the Diocese of
Saint Augustine, John Snyder. We
are at this point because the Bishop
told us that there was an alternative
place worth investigating. After
showing the community this
property, everyone seemed to like
this place a lot more. They found it
less expensive and larger than the
original plan and it is estimated to
cost $750,000. Currently, we’ve
received pledges of $162,000 and
collected $57,000 of this amount.
We’ve met with Bishop Victor
Galeone, and he has agreed to lend
us the remaining amount, if
necessary.
Our thanks to Mr. Can Dang
who has helped start the RCIA and
the Vietnamese classes. These

programs are progressing. The
classes are held before Mass every
Sunday. The Vietnamese classes
start at noon and run to 12:45 p.m.
RCIA classes start immediately
following the Vietnamese classes
and last until 1:45 p.m. The school
year begins in September and ends
in May.
The elderly have their own
group that meets the second Friday
of each month in homes to pray and
share with one another about what
is going on in our community and
the world.
The youth group is going to
start in May. Registration forms
will be handed out to those who are
interested in joining. The mission
of this group is to provide activities
for the youth in the community. In
return, we hope that they will get
something from it, to develop
teamwork, and meet new people.

EPICUREAN DELIGHTS
graciousness of the hosts of these
fabulous parties are truly an
inspiration. The hosts agree to have
a party, with a menu of their own
choosing, and for a specific number
of guests that they feel that they can
handle, and to absorb all the costs
of the party. The amount that the
guests pay to attend the parties is all
profit for Catholic Charities and
goes directly to fund the many
social service programs of Catholic
Charities. For those of you
unfamiliar with Catholic Charities,
it is an organization that each and
every Catholic in the Diocese of St.
Augustine can be truly proud of!
The
organization
does
an
outstanding job of helping those
less fortunate in our community.
I was fortunate to be able to
attend one of these Epicurean
Delights-the Low Country Boil,
Ortega Style, on the River, on
Saturday, March 23. The food was
fabulous, the setting perfect (even
by Margaret Stanley
if a little cold and windy), and the
Sacred Heart Parish
feeling among all the guests was
The Epicurean Delights is a truly one of delight and pure
wonderful fund-raiser for Catholic enjoyment-no agenda, just have a
Charities! The generosity and great time and help a very special
Margaret Stanley attended the
Low Country Boil - Ortega Style.
Margaret Stanley’s smiling face
greets and directs the clients of
Catholic Charities as our volunteer
receptionist. She devotes 3½ hours
a week, expertly answering the
phones, fielding questions, and
assisting clients. Margaret has
volunteered at Catholic Charities
for eight years.
Margaret, born in Jacksonville,
has a teaching degree, is a mother
of three and a member of Sacred
Heart Parish. She has given her
time to a number of organizations
but was drawn to Catholic
Charities as it represents a more
direct connection to her faith.
Margaret says she appreciates the
one-to-one interaction with clients,
which helps keep her life in
perspective.
Catholic Charities appreciates
the valuable time, effort and patient
kindness Margaret shares with us
every week.
Jeanette Ghioto

organization. Originally, the party
was open to 60 people, but the
response was so overwhelming that
the hosts eagerly agreed to increase
the
number.
There
were
approximately 150 people from
different parishes, and it was a treat
to meet new people and catch up
with others we rarely see.
Four couples hosted this
outstanding event, and they had set
up beautifully covered tables in the
backyard on the river. The view
was incredible, and each one of us
felt special to be in that beautiful
setting. Each table was supplied
with a wooden holder of paper
towels because low country food
can be messy, part of its charm!
One of the most fun parts was to
see the children of the hosts so
involved in the serving and helping,
a significant lesson in giving for
each one of them.
The hosts had also graciously
provided several elegant looking
heaters atop tall columns, fueled by
propane gas, that provided plenty
of warmth from the wind and cool
temperature. The wind died down
after a little while, but until it did,

each heater presided majestically
over an intimate group of people
who were having wonderful visits
beneath them. The food was served
buffet style, and every guest had
one of those LARGE wooden
plates to load up with the delicious
food. My favorite was the crab legs
that were a part of the low country
boil (a one pot extravaganza that
also included shrimp, corn on the
cob, potatoes and sausage). Rice, a
black eyed pea salad, and
cornbread rounded out the menu.
The desserts were in a class by
themselves-several
different
varieties-and being a chocolate
lover, I was thrilled with the three
different, rich chocolate choices. A
number of flavors of coffees
finished up a true Epicurean
Delight!
The cost was very reasonable,
and my only regret is that I was not
able to attend more of the parties.
The exposure for Catholic Charities
throughout the Diocese is a definite
plus, and I am hopeful the Board of
Catholic Charities will continue
Epicurean Delights next year.
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ECUMENISM
by Ray Walker
The word ecumenism is derived
from two words - the Latin word,
aecumenicus and the Greek word,
oikoumene, both meaning the
habitable earth or universal. It is
also a movement that encourages a
mutually co-operative relationship
between all Christians as well as
between Christian and nonChristian faiths.
In the Bible we read, “John said
to Him (Jesus), Teacher, we saw
someone driving out demons in
your name and we tried to prevent
him because he does not follow
us.” Jesus replied, “Do not prevent
him. There is no one who performs
a mighty deed in my name who
can, at the same time speak ill of
me. For, whoever is not against us,
is for us.” Mark 9:30-40.
Many of us have friends and
relatives who, while not Catholic as
we are, nevertheless believe much
as we do, that Jesus is the Son of
God, that He came to save people
who would believe in Him and that
to be saved we need to follow His
teachings
and
keep
His
Commandments. In most cases, the
differences between their church
and ours are minor compared to the
similarities. Far too often in the
past, Catholics as well as others
have made ‘mountains out of
molehills’ thus magnifying our
divisions, creating mistrust and
hatred to the detriment of all of us.
Thanks to the Holy Spirit’s
presence in the deliberations of
Vatican II, all religions, especially
Christian denominations, have
been encouraged to search out
where we are in union rather than
concentrate on our separateness.
As with every other worthwhile
endeavor, making ecumenism work
takes effort. It requires looking at
others and ourselves in a way
totally different from the past. It
means seeing the ideas and beliefs
of others, even though radically
opposed to ours, as having value to
them if not for us. A Catholic

entering into this arena needs to be
well grounded in his own faith. If
one has fundamental differences of
opinion with the teaching of their
Church, there will be no problem
finding someone outside whose
religious beliefs will support these
opinions and erode their faith even
further. We must firmly believe in
our Church before we can enter
into any kind of dialogue with
others who most often are secure in
their opinions.
Espousing ecumenism does not
mean we must believe that ‘one
church is as good as another’ or that
as long as one believes in God ‘one
religion is as good as another.’
Being able to see the viewpoint of
someone else does not mean that
their opinions are right. It simply
means following the edict that
Jesus and other teachers have given
us, “Do unto others as you would
have others do unto you.”
Neither can one be ecumenical
if their goal is to try to convert
everyone else to their beliefs.
Mother Teresa was criticized by
religious authorities in her own
Church because she made no effort
to proselytize any of the poor
people her organization served.
There is no way she would have
had the support of the government
of India and its religious leaders
had she done otherwise. Her best
sermon in support of Catholic
teaching and Jesus was not in what
she could have said but what she
did.
There is an organization called
the Kairos Ministry which is a form
of the Cursillo movement adapted
for prisons. While one religious
denomination does not join with
another on a Cursillo retreat, many
different denominations work
together during a Kairos weekend.
Members of the Kairos team, both
clergy and laity alike are strongly
counseled to avoid any kind of
conversion tactics. They are not
there to make converts to their
denomination or beliefs but only to
show unconditional love and
support.

Prayer for Priest
Keep him I pray Thee, dearest Lord,
Keep him for he is Thine,
Thy priest, whose life burns out before
thy consecrated shrine
Keep him, for he is in the world
Though from the world apart;
when earthly pleasures tempt, allure,
Shelter him in Thy heart.
Keep him, and comfort him
in hours of loneliness and pain,
when all his life of sacrifice
for souls seems but in vain,
Keep him; and O remember,
Lord, he has no one but Thee,
Yet he has only human heart, with human frailty.
His every thought and word and deed,
Deign, dearest Lord to bless.
Submitted by Mary Helen Redmond
Taken from St. Joseph School, Owensboro, Kentucky
The Senior Class ‘45 presents Bit’s O’ Things

Ken Cooper (ctr) and Father John Quigley, OFM say “Good Bye”
Ken Cooper, in Jacksonville,
Florida, a strong supporter of
Kairos and a classic example of
how it can change a person’s life
for the good, is also the founder of
Prisoners of Christ, an equally
effective but independent prison
ministry. Ken tells the story of
when he was in prison in Raiford,
Florida in the ’80s for robbing
banks,
and
Father
Robert
McDermott, former pastor of Christ
the King Church in Jacksonville,
Florida, counseled him. As the four
day period drew to a close, Ken had
an overwhelming desire to turn his
life around and went to Confession,
to Father Bob. This is startling
when you realize that Ken was a
Baptist at the time and still is 20
years later. He gives Father
McDermott considerable credit for
helping him change his life from
that of an infamous bank robber to
that of someone who has
ministered to hundreds of exoffenders over the past 11 years,
helping 92% of them forego their
criminal past and follow Jesus. All
of this, because a Baptist was not
afraid to reach out to a Catholic
priest and a Catholic priest was not
reluctant to take him in his arms, as
Jesus and St. Francis would have
done and show him unconditional
love. This is ecumenism at its
finest.
I met Ken Cooper in 1988 after
he had been released from Raiford
prison and I had just made a
Cursillo retreat. He was a writer for
the Times-Union newspaper in
Jacksonville and was able to get me
accepted
as
a
special
correspondent, writing short,
human interest stories. After a
Cursillo or Kairos weekend, the
participants are encouraged to get
together once a week from then on
to
discuss
their
religious
experiences and how their newfound
Christian
life
was
progressing. How Ken and I began
meeting every Thursday morning at
7 a.m. at my house for this
grouping (as it is called), is beyond
either of us but we did and now, 14
years later we still continue, having
missed very few times in all those
years.
Often and joyfully, we admit
that we are both better Christians
for our weekly half-hour sessions.
In all this time, neither has ever

tried to convert the other and each
has learned much about ‘the other
side’. I believe that I am a better
Catholic
because
of
this
ecumenism and I am sure Ken
would agree that he has
strengthened his beliefs also. The
following story certainly attests to
that.
I have been going to a fabulous
retreat at the Living Waters
Catholic Reflection Center in
Maggie Valley, North Carolina, for
many years. In September, 2000,
Ken decided he wanted to come
with me. We had a magnificent
time. Father John Quigley, the
Franciscan priest who comes every
year from Geneva, Switzerland just
for this retreat, and Ken became
instant friends. Unfortunately, Ken
had to leave a couple of days early
because he was going to be
officially ordained a minister in the
Baptist Church, which ought to
convince anyone that our weekly
ecumenical meeting did not erode
his convictions any more than it did
mine.
Another aside to this story Father McDermott was going to
come on the retreat with Ken and
me but when he found out Ken had
to leave early and that I could not
be at his ordination, Father Bob
stayed in Jacksonville and attended
the service for both of us. Again,
this is one of the best expressions of
ecumenism.
In
years
past,
Father
McDermott, Father Robert Baker
(now, Bishop of Charleston, South
Carolina), Monsignor Mortimer
Danaher and Bishop John Snyder
(former Bishop of Saint Augustine
Diocese) all from this area, have
been active supporters of Ken
Cooper’s ministry, Prisoners of
Christ. In 2001, when Bishop
Snyder retired, he was the guest
speaker at our Crime Prevention
Breakfast and was given a special
award
for
his
long-time
commitment to this great ministry.
At the outset we talked of
ecumenism being a movement to
promote
closer
cooperation
between all religious groups. It is
obvious that it can be done and it is
being done. Because it is such a
great proponent for peace, it is
important to all that it continue and
prosper.
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ARE YOU
LISTENING?
by Harriet Hughes
“Sleigh bells ring, are you
list’ning?” are words from a
popular Christmas carol familiar to
one and all. However, it is hard to
identify with sleigh bells ringing in
Florida but nonetheless those of us
who live in Florida, and indeed all
of humanity, need to listen as
Father Thanh so eloquently pointed
out in a homily he delivered in late
February. Dr. Bernie Sans, Music
Director at Christ the King,
attempts to assist the congregation
in “listening” by selecting music
which is harmonious and not only
pleasant to the ear but which also
contains various messages to which
we should all be listening.
During the Christmas season, if
you were listening, you heard the
choir sing “O come all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant … O come
let us adore Him.” On Palm
Sunday the choir sang “Behold the
wood of the cross, … O come, let
us adore.” Quite a contrast from the
joyous birth of a small baby boy to
His death some thirty-three years
later. The young man was crucified
on a cross but nonetheless this was
still a joyful and triumphant
occasion. The death of Christ is
indicative of God’s boundless love
for us in that “To ransom a slave
you gave away your son.” The
choir recalls for the congregation
“Most holy night, most blessed of
nights, when Christ broke the
chains
of
darkness.”
The
congregation is reminded to

“Rejoice, O children of the
earth….. Be glad this blessed
night.”
During Lent, the choir recalled
for the congregation “I want to
walk as a child of the Light, I want
to follow Jesus.” Still further, the
choir through song asks “Were you
there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when He rose from
the tomb?” Are you listening? The
music asked “Were you there when
He rose from the tomb?” There’s
more. The choir sings “We
remember how you loved us to
your death and still we celebrate ..”
We celebrate? Why? “For you are
here.” Now that just has to be a
pleasant thought. Christ is here
with us. Not that He ever left. It is
we who sometimes forget to
remember.
After Christ’s resurrection from
the dead His apostles encountered
Him on different occasions and
many did not recognize Him until
they joined Him one evening for
dinner. As the choir sings “At the
meal He took the bread and then He
blessed it, broke it, offered it.” It
was in the breaking of the bread
that the disciples eventually
recognized Jesus and knew that He
was alive. Did you hear that? If you
heard it, do you truly believe it?
Numerous parishioners apparently
are listening and do believe as can
be gleaned from the numbers in
attendance at daily Mass. The choir
continues “and still we celebrate,
for you are here… We remember,
we celebrate and we believe.” We

know He is alive and we can
recognize Him in the breaking of
the bread. Christ promised that He
would never leave us. The Mass is
that promise in action and we in
turn can recreate His love as we
bring to the table bread and wine to
share a meal.
Think of other promises especially when you feel “down” or
in the words of Mother Angelica
“when you have valley duty”. It
would be hard to be depressed after
realizing that Christ is present on
the altar and in us through the
Eucharist. His voice is alive in our
hearts. Are you listening to that
voice? A hymn sung often by our
choir advises us “If you walk amid
the burning flames, you shall not be
harmed. If you stand before the
pow’r of hell and death is at your
side, know that I am with you
through it all.” Now that has to lift
your spirits. Soar like the eagles as
they say!
Another promise that you might
want to think about came at the foot
of the cross. As Christ was dying,
He looked at Mary and John
standing beneath the cross and said
“Woman, behold your son. Son,
behold your mother.” In that
instance, Christ gave Mary to us to
be our mother. Ever consider what
a gift that was? That’s really good
news! When you were small
children and anything went wrong,
who could always make things
better? Your mother, right? Some
things never change - call on Mary,

your mother, a gift from Christ
Himself, and ask for her help. She
has ample graces to give if only you
would ask.
A hymn speaks of “Longing for
peace, our world is troubled.” In
these days and times we need to be
listening in hopes of finding
solutions. The song continues
“Longing for hope, many despair.”
How sad but the solution follows as
“Your word alone has pow’r to save
us. Make us your living voice.” We
are told through song to “See the
face of Christ revealed in every
person standing by your side.”
Another suggests “Let us be your
love to all the world.” Are you
listening? Christ Himself told us to
“Love one another as I have loved
you.” We therefore need to
recognize Christ in everyone,
exemplify His love and be His
voice.
As the choir sings various
hymns, Dr. Sans can be seen
tugging on his ear. To the choir
members such sign language
translates to “Listen to each other blend your voices”. Can you just
imagine how much better the world
would be if we could do that in
everyday life? Try tugging on your
ear sometime to remind yourself to
listen and to blend with each other.
You be the love of Christ to all the
world. You be His voice. The world
would be a better place. One candle
curses darkness - one tug of the ear
could be the start of many miracles.

Start Spreading the News - Liturgical Workshop II

by Mary Alice Callahan
There are changes coming to
Christ the King Church and they
are good changes which will make
the Mass more meaningful to you
and to me. This was made known to
the liturgical ministers when
attending their second workshop in
mid-April. It began on a Saturday
morning with our pastor, Father
Thanh, leading the ministers in
prayer asking God to bring the
church faithful together in a
community of love.
The facilitator for this
workshop was our liturgical music
director, Bernie Sans.
Kathy
Daniels of the Eucharistic Ministry
ably assisted him. The focus for
this particular meeting was
centered on procedural changes
that will soon be in place in our
parish here at Christ the King.

One of the first changes that
you, the parishioners, will notice is
that our church has recently
purchased a very large beautiful
bowl called a ciborium in which the
sacred hosts will be blessed. This
ciborium, along with the gifts of the
faithful, is brought up to the altar at
the Liturgy of the Eucharist. Both
the Bread and the Wine are in
single containers at the time of
consecration. It is only after the
consecration that the Bread and
Wine are placed into the smaller
ciboriums and wine goblets. It is
interesting to learn that this action
is called the Fraction Rite. It is
done at the exact time that the
Lamb of God prayer is being said.
The Sacred Hosts and the Blessed
Wine are now ready to be offered to
you at the banquet table of the Lord
by the priest and the Eucharistic
ministers.

It is at this point, parishioners,
that you will notice a second
change. It is one, which will bring
all of us in closer union with the
Eucharistic celebration and a
oneness of purpose.
We here at Christ the King have
been acclimated to either move
forward to the altar or back to the
rear of the church depending upon
where one is seated. Jesus invites
us all to have a seat at the banquet
table which we think of as the altar.
So in keeping with this thought, all
those intending to receive the
Eucharist will come forward. Those
who normally approach the altar
will continue to do so in the same
fashion. The change will be for
those who have been accustomed to
moving to the back of the church
for Communion. They will now
proceed forward to the mid-point of
the church where the ministers will
distribute the precious Body and
Blood.
Before all this takes effect the
priests of Christ the King will give
you sufficient notice as to the exact
date of these changes. The ushers
will be there to guide you either to
the altar or to the mid-point of our
church. As always, the Celebrant
along with the Eucharistic
ministers will be there to serve you.

Father Thanh, who spoke to the
ministers regarding hospitality,
facilitated the remainder of the
workshop. Father emphasized that
all of us who are members of this
parish should do our part to make
everyone feel welcome here at
Christ the King. A big smile or a
warm greeting to an individual can
add so much to a person’s day and
certainly will make one feel he or
she is really a part of the Christ the
King family.
In the first liturgical workshop
that was held in February, Father
Tom Willis, the pastor of the Most
Holy Redeemer Church stressed
that hospitality begins in the
parking lot. If we do not reach out
to our fellow parishioners in some
fashion then we have already lost
some of the reason we come
together. Being part of God’s
family means that we extend
ourselves to that person or family
whose name we might not know.
Father Thanh wants all of us to
keep in mind that we are here to
help others to experience Christ in
their lives. We must not be afraid to
reach out. When you do so you are
lighting a candle of love. You may
rest assured that you have given
Jesus the best gift you could give
Him - which is yourself!
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Adventure of a Lifetime
submitted by Willie Blaquiere
Alick and Dell Hardie had an
adventure that most of us only
dream of. Alick had a significant
birthday in 1991 and decided it was
time to leave his nine to five job.
Two of their children were married
and the third was in college. They
left their South Africa land-bound
home and purchased a 32 foot
yacht. They set off to waters and
lands unknown. Alick had sailing
experience, Dell knew she was not
prone to seasickness. Their initial
contract with each other was for
three years, then another year and
another, until six years had passed.
Dell had to learn to be first mate to
Captain Alick. At times she had to
stand on the front of the boat, gauge
the depth of the water and tell Alick
which way to steer the boat. While
talking about this time in their
lives, they both became very
excited, this shows in their voices
and in the light in their eyes. Alick
and Dell shared their slides and
experiences with the members of
CKCCW at our general meeting on
April 4th. I spent time with Alick
and Dell to get a little background
concerning this period in their
lives.
Alick and Dell sailed the
Mediterranean off the coast of
Turkey. They took charter parties
sailing and sight seeing. Dell
cooked the meals for the guests.
She had to learn to prepare meals in

a short time, in limited space and
with fewer ingredients. They did
most of their shopping in family
owned shops that had been in the
same location for generations. They
purchased fresh baked bread,
beautiful vegetables and fruits.
Alick had the duty to visit the
butcher shop; frequently the
partially butchered animals were
hanging in the shop. They took on
stores to last four or five days.
Toward the end of their years in the
region, an English food chain built
a store in one of the cities they
visited. Not everyone welcomed
this as an improvement.
Turkey is 98 percent Muslim.
The fundamentalist element is
much smaller than in neighboring
countries. There are more choices
in dress, lifestyle and religious
practices. It is not uncommon to see
blue jean clad students side-by-side
with the traditionally dressed. Alick
and Dell visited Greece to go to
Mass. They were in and out before
they became involved with the
authorities. When visiting one little
church, they were greeted at the
door and asked their primary
language. They were handed a
hymnal in the language they
indicated. The choir consisted of a
mother and two daughters. A song
would be sung in four or five
languages, together as one. What a
wonderful concept, Alick said it
was a beautiful sound.

Dell and Alick Hardie
There is virtually no theft or
other criminal acts in Turkey.
Those who dare to cross the line are
dealt with either by family, local
society or the police. Some houses
have only a curtain hanging over
the door. Customers can walk into a
shop, do their shopping, tell the
shopkeeper they will return. The
shopkeeper gives consent. When
the customer is ready to pay, the
shopkeeper is informed of the
purchases, the amount is agreed
upon
and
the
transaction
completed.
Turkey has a rich Biblical
history. There are roads and ruins
that have not changed in 3000
years. There are people who live
now as in many generations past.
Alick and Dell were able to take

their guests to sites accessible only
by seaport. During a tour of a
particular region, Alick and Dell
were looking for an ancient city, as
on the map. They realized they
were in the middle of the city,
people were living in the buildings.
Glass had been placed in the
windows and modern doors were
installed, the structures the same.
On one of their tours they visited
Cleopatra’s bath. After visiting this
site and many others, they realized
the people of that day were very
clever.
There is much more the Hardies
told us about their experiences. It
was an exciting evening. With the
benefit of their slide collection and
pictures, I am sure everyone
enjoyed being a part of this
adventure.

The Right Thing
George Williams, 80, passed away
December 30, 2001.
by Ray Walker
Almost every Tuesday for 16
months now I have been driving
80-year-old George Williams, who
is fighting cancer, to the St.
Vincent’s Hospital, de Paul
Building for chemotherapy. In the
17 years I have been a volunteer
driver for the American Cancer
Society (ACS) I have never waited
to drive chemotherapy patients
home because they are usually in
the treatment center 2-4 hours. The
ACS can provide other free
transportation for them if
necessary.
Most of the time during these
16 months, I have picked George
up at l p.m. When we reached the
hospital I would let him off at the
area he was going to, park my car,
and go into the hospital chapel and
make a Holy Hour of prayer. One
Saturday several weeks ago when I
was talking to his daughter and
making arrangements to transport
him the following Tuesday, she
asked if I could pick him up earlier
– at 11:30 a.m. It seems he was
having a difficult time getting the
Community Transportation people
to come for him when his stay ran
to 4 p.m. or later.
St. Vincent’s has a Mass every
day at 11:30 a.m. so I asked
Rosalee if I could get him at ll a.m.

so I could get there in time for the
Mass and she agreed. The first time
I did this I told George I would be
in the chapel for an hour and a half
and, when I was finished at about 1
p.m., I would come back to where
he was and take him home.
Everything worked out fine – he
was ready about 1:l5 p.m.
Naturally, he was delighted that I
was driving him back home again.
The next Tuesday was a totally
different story. After getting to the
treatment area about 1 p.m. I
waited – and waited – and waited.
It was about 3:l5 p.m. when he
finally showed up. Several times
during these two hours I was
tempted to tell the receptionist I
was leaving and George would
have to get another way home.
About half way through the wait I
remembered the prophet Job and
began to praise God, quietly, for
this inconvenience and my
vexation.
In the middle of his terrible
suffering Job asks his doubting
friends, “Shall we accept good
things from God and not the evil?”
Job 2:10. Here, and many other
places throughout the Hebrew
Scriptures and the New Testament,
we read that we would be far better
off if we would learn to praise God,
not only when good things happen
to us but when trials come our way
also.
Having put this idea into
practice over the last decade or so,
I have been blessed with some

amazing experiences.
In this
situation at St. Vincent’s, I assured
God that I knew He had a reason
for the trouble my good deed was
bringing down on me and I was
confident some real good would
come out of it all (like, maybe
George would come out and say
this was the last time he would need
chemotherapy).
The longer I waited the more
disturbed I became. All my efforts
to put myself in God’s hands
seemed of no avail. I was fast
reaching the conclusion that no
good could ever come out of this.
At last George appeared and we got
in my car and headed home. He
was so apologetic and pathetic –
the chemo had weakened him
considerably and made him
nauseated. Twenty minutes later we
arrived at his house where I let him
out of the car and started toward my
own home.
Slowly a wave of compassion
came over me. I really began to feel
sorry for him. Here I had
volunteered to help this man and I
was disturbed because I had to sit
around and wait while he was being
treated for a disease that could
easily kill him. It suddenly dawned
on me that with all the reading and
writing I do I could easily use
whatever waiting time was required
for these pursuits – I could bring a
writing tablet and a book. The
problem was solved and it all
seemed so simple in retrospect.
Many times in the past when I

praised God for a problem I was
facing,
the
difficulty
just
disappeared. This problem was
solved, too, but in a totally different
way than I could have possibly
imagined. God taught me how to
use the problem to my advantage
instead of removing it.
Abraham Lincoln once said that
the best way to defeat an enemy
was to make a friend of him. Thank
God I was able to make a friend out
of this problem so that a very sick,
old man and I were both helped by
it. The next week when I drove
George for treatment I had my
writing pad and a book to read. To
my surprise he was ready in just a
little over an hour. Ironically, I was
actually disappointed he was not
gone longer because I was in the
middle of an article and wanted to
continue working on it. What a
difference a change in attitude
makes.
Sadly, I never drove my friend
George Williams for chemotherapy
again. The day before I was to take
him back his daughter told me the
doctors had stopped treatment –
there was nothing more they could
do for him. He was in the care of
the Hospice people. I do not want
to even imagine how I would feel
now if a couple of weeks ago I had
not stayed to take him home after
that long wait. Too often we never
get a second chance to do the right
thing.
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Kurt Newton,
The Perfect Candidate
by Ray Walker
NBC News anchor, Tom
Brokaw wrote a best selling book
in 1998 titled The Greatest
Generation. In it he told the stories
of various American men and
women who were born during the
teens or 20’s and after struggling
through the Great Depression of the
30’s, went off to war in the flower
of their youth, then returned to
further build up the greatest
country the world has ever known.
The people in this book were
not chosen because of their war
time heroics, although there were
many of those but rather for their
common values - duty, honor,
economy, courage, service, love of
family
and
country
and
responsibility for oneself. Some
reached new heights while the
majority just further solidified the
basic American values they were
born into and supported through
many years of trials that Thomas
Payne once said, “tried men’s
souls.”
Some time after enjoying
Brokaw’s book, I read that he had
received many letters telling him of
other Americans who, while not in
his book, had all the qualifications
necessary to make them eligible.
Whether or not Brokaw wrote a
sequel to The Greatest Generation,
I do not know but I had the unique
pleasure of meeting an 87 year old
member of Christ the King Church
who, everyone I have talked to
assures me and I wholeheartedly
agree, would have been a natural
for the book. He is Kurt Newton.
Kurt was born in 1915 and
today, 87 years later, he is telling
me things that happened when he
was four or five years of age. To put

this into perspective - many of the
people I know have trouble
recalling what happened last
month. He was raised in
Montgomery, Alabama, where his
grandmother, a Methodist, read the
Bible to him almost every day and
actually taught him to read it, so
that by the age of five (yes - five!)
he could already read and write.
This is unbelievable when you
realize that in our so-called
enlightened age thousands of high
school graduates cannot do that.
Back then children did not start
school until they were six. Because
Kurt was tall for his age and could
already read and write, he was
admitted at age four (with a little
white lie on the part of his maternal
grandfather). He loved school and
his teachers.
Born of English ancestry,
Kurt’s father worked for the
railroad while his mother owned
and operated her own grocery store.
About the age of eight or nine he
got his first bicycle - not as a fancy
luxury gift under the Christmas
tree, but because he had to go to
work delivering groceries for his
mother. When he entered high
school he loved to play football but
could only do it during school
recess since he was expected to
work after school - not play. The
amazing thing about this was that
he never resented it. He tells of four
or five of the boys he scrimmaged
with during recess who were on the
football team and went on to
become All Stars for the University
of Alabama. Kurt could just as
easily have become one of these
illustrious few but duty came first.
Despite the fact that he skipped
the fourth and the eighth grades in
elementary school because of his

Kurt and Edna Newton
academic prowess, especially in in the business but soon decided to
math, he did not finish high school open his own store on I-75 north of
- again, because his family needed Saint Petersburg which proved a
him to work. In 1941 he was failure. Undaunted, he wrote the
selected to go to the University of Corp of Engineers in Jacksonville
Auburn, even without his high and was hired as a draftsman.
school diploma, to study aerial Within two years he was the Chief,
photography. A year later he went with 65 people working for him
to Norfolk, Virginia, to work for the who designed airport runways,
National Geodetic Survey in the including those at NASA.
Relocating in Jacksonville, the
aerial mapping division, procuring
and certifying maps for the U.S. Air family attended Our Lady of the
Force. It was during this time when Angels Church. The children went
he played bridge for recreation that to Saint Paul’s School in Riverside,
he met his future wife, Edna. They then to Bishop Kenny High School
teamed up and won all the games where Kurt’s wife, Edna, ran the
which probably foretold the cafeteria for many years under the
direction of Bishop Kenny
success of their future together.
Father
Mortimer
He was inducted into the Army president,
(Combat Infantry) then sent to the Danaher. In 1959 when Archbishop
Sherwood Forest Army Camp in Joseph Hurley instructed Father
England where he became an Danaher to organize a parish in the
observer. During the invasion of San Jose area, Father Danaher told
Europe, he landed on Omaha Kurt that he wanted him to be his
Beach, France. He soon joined first parishioner although Kurt was
General Patton as one of his not a Catholic at the time. Within a
observers whose job was to get as short period this changed as Father
close to the enemy line as possible Danaher instructed him in the Faith
and relay strategic information and Kurt became a Catholic like the
back to their own commanders. rest of his family.
Kurt retired from the Corps of
While the enemy lines were often a
mile or so apart, these intrepid Engineers in 1970 and over the
soldiers went as far ahead of their next 10 years, he and Edna traveled
own position as possible without all over Europe, visiting some of
getting caught, to help direct their their children who lived there. They
own fire. As big as he was (over six studied French and Spanish to
feet) and as dangerous as his work facilitate and enhance their
was, he told me he never received a journeys. About 20 years ago Edna
scratch during his entire military developed Alzheimer’s disease
which put an end to their nomadic
career.
On May 8, 1945, V-E Day life style. Kurt, himself became
(Victory in Europe) arrived which active in the Knights of Columbus
ended this phase of World War II rising to the position of Grand
and Kurt was placed in the Knight in Port Charlotte and
Occupation Army. But, while Faithful Navigator in Arcadia.
waiting to be shipped to Asia, he When they returned to the
was suddenly ordered home on Jacksonville area, he joined the
October 31, 1945. It took the slow Bishop Kenny council and is now
Liberty Ship he was on eleven days in the Arlington Council #4727.
For many years Kurt, who is
to make the trip. He landed on
November 11th in the middle of a now legally blind, has been a true
large and noisy parade which Kurt caretaker of his beloved wife,
naively thought was for him until Edna. He has lived a fascinating
he discovered it was Armistice Day. and productive life with service to
His joy was undiminished, though, others his main motivation. He
because after three years away truly is someone who could have
from his wife and five children, he been featured in Tom Brokaw’s
was back and that was all that book, The Greatest Generation.
One other trait that surfaced during
mattered.
By now his father, mother, our conversations was his
brother and sister had moved to spontaneous sense of humor which
Florida and opened a bar and grill is uniquely illustrated with his little
on Treasure Island near Tampa / dog whom he has named “FIG”
Saint Petersburg. Kurt joined them (like Fig Newton, the cookie).
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A View From Alaska
by Ron Lynch
Everyone remembers where he
or she was and what they were
doing when one and then another
passenger filled airliner hit the
World Trade Center in New York.
The deadly plane crash at the
Pentagon was an exclamation point
in that day of horror in America.
The destruction of another
occupied airliner in a Pennsylvania
field drove home the fact that our
country, our landmass, our home is
a target for terrorists bent on our
elimination from the world and we
had been wounded.
The military of the United
States is our defense against those
who would destroy us. A young
man from our parish, Forrest, is a
USAF crew chief for fighter jets on
his first tour of duty at a base in
Alaska.
During a recent
conversation with him, he shed
some light on what has gone on
inside the perimeter of his base in a
remote part of our country since
September 11, 2001.
Forrest said that within five
hours of the attacks, the flight line
had five fighter jets ready to
intercept, escort or interdict any
aircraft entering the airspace of the
United States. This may seem like
a lot of time, but one must consider
that it was just before 6:00 a.m.
local time when the first airliner
struck. The jets had to have
training equipment downloaded
and live weapons and ammunition
uploaded for potential combat. At
that time there was no ready ramp
maintained with combat loaded
aircraft ready to scramble at the
base.
Remember the “Peace
Dividend” we were supposed to
enjoy after the end of the Cold
War? The lack of the ready ramp
was one of the results.
During the first week after the
attacks, the base was in security
condition Delta, the highest level of
security. This allowed no civilians
on the base and required photo I.D.
checks of every person in every
vehicle entering the base.
Personnel had to show photo I.D. to
enter any building or the flight line.
The security condition relaxed to
Charlie, then back up to Delta for a
few days, then back to Charlie, then
Bravo and now stands at Alpha,
which requires I.D. checks of only
the driver of vehicles entering. The

most relaxed condition is Normal,
just below Alpha. Forrest said that
one effect of the security measures
is any food ordered from off base to
be delivered, such as pizza, must be
met at the gate instead of the driver
being allowed on base. This
sounds like a positive step.
The morale of the airmen and
their officers remains good. Their
mission intensity peaked for three
months or so after September 11th,
but now has reverted to near
normal.
Some jets and their
aircrews from Forrest’s base were
sent on a scheduled TDY
(temporary duty) to a Middle
Eastern country where they were to
help enforce the Southern No-Fly
zone in Iraq. Their mission was
modified to allow them to support
Operation Enduring Freedom in
Afghanistan. Bombs were dropped
and rounds fired during sorties.
These sorties typically lasted eight
to ten hours.
Daily security/safety briefings
are a fact of life for flight line
personnel, Forrest said.
For
approximately two months after
September 11th, these briefings
were primarily about operational
and communications security.
They have become more like the
standard security/safety briefings
now. Maintenance and repair of
the airplanes is still rigidly
inspected and proper procedures
are strictly enforced. Technical
manuals must be open to the page
describing the procedure being
performed even though the airman
performing the maintenance may
have
completed
the
same
procedure dozens of times before.
There is time for recreation
now. Forrest related a story of him
and a friend ice fishing on a frozen
lake. They dragged an unheated
primitive ice house onto the lake
and spent thirty minutes drilling a
hole by hand with a manual ice
auger through three feet of ice.
Two and a half hours later they had
no fish, no bites, and no feeling in
their feet. Glad they made it back
with their extremities intact.
Let us give thanks and prayers
for the men and women of our
armed forces around the world,
fresh or seasoned, young or old and
all those in between. They protect
us and keep us safe from those in
the world that would do us harm.
They make us proud.
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My Brother’s Keeper:
A Bosnian Family
Come To Jacksonville

L-R: (Back row) Ernie Waller, Russ Butzirus, Micho Culumnovic,
Jaila Culumovic, Luka Culumovic, Barbara Hanuscin, Jean Mordney;
(Front row) Rita Butzurus, Ken Mordney, Chris Bordin, Don Podany

by Beverly Brookfield
In late February of this year the
members of the St. Vincent de Paul
Society had the pleasure of being
host one evening to a refugee
family that had recently arrived
from the war torn area of Bosnia.
John Fitzgerald from Catholic
Charities brought them to the
weekly meeting. He is the liaison
person between the federally
funded
Refugee
Assistance
Program and Catholic Charities.
John had been instrumental in
seeing that this recently arrived
family to America was properly
settled in Jacksonville.
In the fall of 2001 John came to
a Vincentian meeting to speak to
the Society about the impending
arrival of this family from Bosnia.
He asked the members of St.
Vincent de Paul if they would like
to partner with Catholic Charities
in providing furniture and other
household essentials that go into
making up a home. Because of the
continuing support of the Society
by many faithful parishioners of
Christ the King, coupled with the
generous donation of a benefactor,
the Vincentians were able to fulfill
the request and equip the apartment
for the family.
The family, whose surname is
Culumovic, wanted to come and
meet the people of the Society to
thank them for their help so John
Fitzgerald arranged a time and
brought them to the meeting. The
first thing that was evident about
this family was their warm smiles
and their consideration of one
another. They were so eager to tell
the members about themselves and
how grateful they were to be here.
The family consists of a mother and
father and two sons, both of whom
are in their twenties. The youngest
son, Luka, who spoke the most
English said that because of the war
they had lost everything. The
economy in Bosnia was terrible.
They never were quite sure if they
could trust their neighbors and
found themselves moving several
times because of that fact.
The father, whose name is
Micho, was a carpenter by trade but
now his health is poor and he is
unable to work at this time. Luka
said that what his father really
needed was a buddy. He is quite
good at chess and goes to the
Community Center near his home
to look for other chess players. His

father also enjoys playing the
lottery and has been playing the
same number for thirty-five years!
At one time Mr. Culumovic served
in the Yugoslavian Navy as one of
the Peacemakers under the UN
Forces.
The mother, Jaila, had a bright
smile for everyone. She is working
as a housekeeper at a Southside
motel but is hoping to get a better
job soon at the Marriott. When
asked about the food here Jaila
responded that the food is really not
that different but that it is her
manner of preparation that makes it
different.
There
has
been
something of a role reversal here in
that Jaila is working long hours so
for the time being, the father,
Micho, is doing much of the
cooking. He said jokingly that he is
becoming a “gold medal cook”.
The older brother, Dragan, was
unable to attend the meeting
because he was working. Dragan is
29 years old and is employed as a
bus boy at the Cracker Barrel
Restaurant near Butler Blvd. Luka,
the younger brother, said that
Dragan had already acquired a girl
friend! Luka has two jobs and is 24
years old. His English was fairly
good after having been in this
country for only four months. He is
very ambitious and wants to further
his education when the family is
more adjusted to their new home in
Jacksonville. He had a very nice
way about him and said that he
was working very hard on
perfecting his English. They have
not decided on a definite church
home as yet, as the father is an
Orthodox Christian and his mother
is Croatian Catholic. The Society
invited them to attend Mass here
and they said they much
appreciated us asking them to join
us. They unfortunately do not live
in the Arlington area but over on
Powers Avenue. Luka said that God
has looked after the family well and
he feels that they are blessed. After
the meeting pictures were taken
and the family said that they would
like to come back again at another
time and report on their progress.
They were invited to come back
whenever they wished. The
members of the Society left the
meeting feeling very fortunate to
be able to live in this wonderful
country which may not be perfect
but is still the land of opportunity
for those who seek it!
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Peace in Bosnia

by Ron Lynch
At Christ the King parish there
is a young man who knows
firsthand how the peace in BosniaHerzegovina is being kept. His
name is Patrick McClintock.
During the past year he spent six
months there with the United States
contingent
of
the
NATO
peacekeeping forces. He recently
took the time to share some of his
experiences so we may better
understand the effort it takes to
keep the peace around the world.
Patrick is a young man who is a
recent convert to Catholicism. He
entered RCIA in October of 2000,
and was welcomed into our faith at
the Easter Vigil Mass in 2001. A
short time later, the summer of
2001, his Army Reserve unit was
activated and he went to BosniaHerzegovina in August. He was
stationed at Camp Eagle Base
divisional headquarters near the
city of Tuzla. It was a little patch of
America in a foreign country. His
job description in the Army is M.P.
(Military Police). Patrick was part
of the United States arm of the
international police task force that
kept the warring factions in the
region from mounting attacks on
one another. It was truly an
international force with Slovenians,
Italians, French, British, Gurkas,
Germans, and Russians as part of it.
There were two distinct areas of
responsibility for Patrick at Camp
Eagle Base: inside the wire and
outside the wire. The wire was the
perimeter of the base. While inside
the wire, his job was as guard
around the divisional headquarters.
When outside the wire he was a
SAW (squad automatic weapon)
gunner on patrol in a Humvee with
a team leader and a driver. They
would patrol outside the base along
the country roads in the region and
would sometimes respond to
hostile
situations
occurring
between differing ethnic groups.
The patrols were mostly infantry
troops and the M.P.s were used to
augment them. Their duty shifts

were twelve hours inside and
outside the wire.
Patrick gave some historical
and political background from the
area so we might grasp the situation
there a little better. BosniaHerzegovina is actually two states;
the Muslim-Croat Federation and
the Republic of Serbs. There is a
one kilometer zone of separation
between the two states and it is
heavily mined. The population is
broken up into three segments.
There are the mostly Muslim
Bosniacs, the Roman Catholic
Croats, and the Eastern Orthodox
Serbs. The Bosniacs and the Croats
use the western alphabet while the
Serbs have the Eastern Orthodox
faith and the Cyrillic alphabet left
as legacies by two Russian priests
who came to the region and
converted many of them centuries
ago. The tension in the area is fed
by an adjoining state, Serbia.
Patrick likened the situation to
1960’s, 1970’s South and North
Viet Nam with the Bosnian Serbs in
the Viet Cong (indigenous guerilla)
role and the Serbian army as the
NVA (North Vietnamese Army).
The ethnic hostilities are centuries
old and atrocities have been
committed by all sides.
When
asked
how
the
population viewed the American
presence, Patrick said that the older
Muslims, who remembered the
civil unrest and wars of the last
decades of the 20th century,
appreciated the Americans a great
deal. The adolescents, teenagers,
and young adults constantly
harassed and taunted the troops.
“The children loved us,” Patrick
said. The Serbs in the area
remained cold and distant. They
resented the American presence.
If it seems there is more
mention of Muslims than the other
ethnic groups, it is because Camp
Eagle Base was in a Muslim
enclave. The American troops were
comfortable among them. Until
September 11, 2001.
Camp Eagle Base went to
security condition Delta, the
highest, immediately. Patrols were

increased to 2-3 vehicles and
became continuous. While inside
the wire the soldiers began to keep
their vehicles in the barracks areas
and were on duty so much they
slept in their uniforms so they
would be ready to act with a
moment’s notice. The apparent
friendliness of many Muslims
changed quickly to hostility after
Operation Enduring Freedom
began in Afghanistan. The security
of Camp Eagle Base became a
greater concern because it was
situated in a valley surrounded by
higher ground. Helicopter patrols
became common as it was feared
the elevated areas around the camp
would be used as sites for mortars
and artillery observation posts to
attack the base. On a number of
occasions suspected terrorists were
repulsed as they tried to take
advantage of these elevated
positions. Patrick also spoke of an
attempt by terrorists to crash an
airplane into the camp that was
thwarted by military intelligence
aided by the local authorities.

Tensions at the base subsided
somewhat after no actual attack
occurred. The normal rotations
back to the States took place and
Patrick was selected to return in a
somewhat unorthodox manner. He
wanted to stay but his name was
drawn from a hat and he had to
come home. His parish and faith
were two things that sustained him
during his tour over there and once
it was decided he was coming back
he was anxious to be here. He got
back to the United States on
February 21, 2002 and believes that
the mission he performed in
Bosnia-Herzegovina was necessary
and valuable. The country was
beautiful and many of the people
were warm and receptive. He
would like to go back to visit if the
political climate improves. Patrick
also hopes to rejoin his unit at Fort
Benning where they are on active
duty at this time. Welcome him
home to his parish family. We are
lucky to have such a dedicated
young man among us.

Grandmother’s Rules
For A Happy Life
by Willie Blaquiere
Last Easter I printed this on lovely
paper and framed it for my
grandchildren. Some of the rules
came from an article I had for
years, author unknown, others
were mine.
* Give people more than they
expect and do it cheerfully.
* If you make a lot of money, put
it to use helping others while
you are living. That is wealth’s
greatest satisfaction.
* Don’t believe all you hear,
spend all you have, or sleep all
you want.
* When you say, “I love you”
mean it.
* When you say, “I’m sorry”
look the person in the eye.
* Remember that not getting
what you want is sometimes a
stroke of luck.
* Remember that the best
relationship is one where your
love for each other is greater
than your need for each other.
* Never laugh at anyone’s dream.
* Love deeply and passionately.
You might get hurt but you
learn.
* In disagreements, fight fairly.
No name calling.
* Don’t judge people by their
relatives.
* Talk slowly but think quickly.
* Judge your success by what
you had to give up in order to
get it.
* Remember that great love and
great achievements involve
great risk.
* Call your Mom and Dad.
* When you lose use it as a
lesson.

*

*
*
*

*
*
*
*
*

*
*

*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Remember the three R’s:
Respect for self; Respect for
others; Responsibility for all
your actions.
Don’t let a little dispute injure a
great friendship.
When you realize you’ve made
a mistake, take immediate steps
to correct it.
Marry someone you love to talk
to. As you get older their
conversational skills will be as
important as any other skill.
Spend time alone.
Open your arms to change but
don’t let go of your values.
Remember
silence
is
sometimes the best answer.
Read more books and watch
less TV
Live a good, honorable life.
When you get older and think
back, you will get to enjoy it a
second time.
Trust in God but work as if
everything depends on you.
A loving atmosphere in your
home is very important. Do all
you can to create a tranquil and
harmonious home.
In disagreements with loved
ones, deal with the situation;
don’t bring up the past.
Remember your character is
your destiny.
Share your knowledge. It’s a
way to achieve immortality.
Be gentle with the earth.
Pray – there’s immeasurable
power in prayer.
Love God and your family first,
the outside world and friends
second.
Call your grandparents.
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Who Cares Who

Cares Who

Sandy Troedson and Stacy Setser
by Frank Becht
I know you care, so do I. Did
someone ever do something for
you or a member of your family
that left you wondering why? Sure,
we’ve all experienced that sort of
thing within our family, friends,
and the Christ the King community.
If one stops to think about this
for a moment, we realize there are
many such examples of charity that
make one marvel at the love,
respect and caring that goes on
about us. Sometimes, we tend to
forget about the good things
because
they
are
often
overshadowed by the bad things
that happen.
Let me tell you about one such
good relationship that has
developed in our Christ the King
community.
There is a young lady, Stacy
Setser, in our parish, the daughter
of Pat and Jim Setser who is
considered to be a “special person.”
She is an outgoing person and
never meets a stranger. Most
people know Stacy, she loves
children, especially babies and is
attracted to them. Stacy is the only
girl with three brothers who are
great achievers and very successful
in their personal and business lives,
as are Pat and Jim Setser. This, of
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course, could be what drives Stacy
in seeking relationships, feeling
challenged by her brothers’
success. Certainly, Pat and Jim are
very caring and loving parents to
her. But, she still seeks the
friendship of others unrelentingly.
Stacy is easily recognized by
her big smile and her long loping
stride. Early in her teens, she
became very interested in the
Special Olympics in track and
swimming events. Even now
several years later, she’s still very
involved. She’s the type of person
who must be doing something all
the time; she does not like to be
idle. Since high school, she’s
always had a job. Her present job at
Publix on Atlantic Blvd. is one she
thoroughly enjoys. As a ‘bagger,’
she has the opportunity to meet
new people everyday - something
she dearly loves.
Then there’s Sandra “Sandy”
Seidl Troedson, a really caring
person! Sandy, who came from a
military family, settled long enough
in Savannah, Georgia, to finish
high school and meet her husband
on a blind date. Christopher
Troesdon was also from a military
family. They married in Savannah
in 1971 and Chris joined the Navy
where he served for 20 years.
During this time Sandy was busy
raising a family of five: Kerry, 30

Celebrating 53 Years

Information taken from The Vianney Parish on St. Petersburg
Florida Catholic, April 11, 2002 Beach in early April. The occasion
was
celebrating
the
53rd
with permission.
anniversary of the ordination of
Most Reverend Thomas Larkin priests from St. Bernard’s
was instrumental in the formation Seminary in Rochester, N.Y.
The bishop, who was a 1947
of our parish in 1954.
Bishop Emeritus Thomas graduate of the same seminary,
Larkin of the Diocese of St. joined seven of the ten priests who
Petersburg delivered the homily are still living out of a class of 33
during the Mass at St. John for their annual reunion.

Cares

Sandy and Chris Troedson
years of age and married, Jason, 25,
Taylor, 21, Caleb 19 and the
youngest, Rachel 18.
In 1991, Sandy and her
husband,
Chris,
came
to
Jacksonville where he was
stationed aboard the USS John
Hall, a frigate home-ported at
Mayport Naval Station. They
became active in Christ the King
Church. The three youngest
children attended Christ the King
School and then Bishop Kenny
High School. Rachel, the youngest,
will graduate this year.
It was about seven years ago at
Coffee and Donuts, following one
of the Masses, that Sandy met
Stacy. Stacy, being a very outgoing
person introduced herself to Sandy.
She was selling sponsorships for
the Special Olympics swimming
team of which she is a member.
From this chance encounter, a very
close, personal relationship has
developed between the two.
Stacy called Sandy to collect
the money earned by completing
100 laps of the swimming pool at
UNF. She was justified in her
happiness at completing such a feat
and wanted to “crow” a little. She
reached out to share her happiness.
She is a warm, loving, and sharing
person.
Sandy believes that God opens
the doors for all of us to stretch
ourselves beyond the comfortable
walls we have around our lives.
Perhaps, because as a child in a
military family, she was often the
person reaching out for friendship,
it was easy to respond when Stacy
wanted to continue the contact with
Sandy.
The friendship developed
slowly. As with all relationships,
there were boundaries and
priorities established. Sandy and
Stacy clarified that Stacy is Sandy’s
friend and is very important to her,
but family always comes first. Any
concern that the family might feel
imposed on by the relationship
were talked through and resolved
by good communication in the
family. Sandy saw this as an
opportunity for her family to grow
also. Sharing Mom and some
family time with someone who is
slightly different has brought a
realization that all people have the
desire to be a contributing part of
community, to build relationships
outside of immediate family, and to
feel a part of the larger family of
God.

The two of them do things
weekly even if nothing more than
going for ice cream, seeing an
occasional movie, or having dinner
with Sandy’s family. One thing
Sandy found was Stacy is not a
shopper.
Of course, they see each other
at LIFE TEEN since Sandy is very
involved with her daughter, Rachel,
in the teen program. Occasionally,
Chris is invited to tag along on one
of the girls’ nights out and has been
dubbed by Stacy a “troublemaker,”
a title she bestows on many
deserving individuals including the
“number one troublemaker” her
dad. Chris is supportive of Sandy in
her relationship with Stacy.
Sandy and Chris indicate that
Stacy is not shy about things; you
know how she feels. She talks a lot
about her nieces, nephews, friends,
and her parents, especially when
she’s aggravated at them. Everyone
needs a sounding board once in a
while!
You might wonder why and
how Sandy could spend so much
time on another person when she
has a large family of her own.
Sandy did not seek this relationship
but obviously felt the nudge of the
Holy Spirit to step up and seize the
opportunity when God presented it
to her. Sandy feels that the
friendship with Stacy is a blessing.
Stacy had a need to be satisfied
and Sandy responded and
continues to respond. Who Cares?
Sandy Cares! We need more
Sandy’s. Thank you Sandy. You too
Chris, and the rest of the
Troedsons, for being so supportive.
We are glad you came to
Jacksonville and that you are
fellow parishioners.
Postscript:
Sandy,
You may never know how
much your friendship means to
Stacy. Having such a special friend
“all her own” for a few hours
means the world to her. She is
always excited about whatever is
planned, no matter how simple it
might be.
Your time is valuable, we
know. But a value cannot be placed
on your friendship and guidance to
Stacy. It is beyond measurement!
Thank you!
Jim and Pat Setser
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Holy Week
by Staff Writer
This year I decided to give
myself Holy Week – all of it.
Somehow I always seem to miss
some part or parts of the broad
spectrum of services which make
up the beautiful tradition of our
Church and the incredible work of
our parish. It is wonderful to
partake of any portion of the rich
spiritual banquet provided by our
liturgy. But this year I wanted to
experience it all if I could make
myself stay faithful. First of all, I
wanted to know if it made the
difference I always felt it would if I
just had not missed . . . fill in the
blank with any missing part.

Palm Sunday
It all began on Palm Sunday
when the air, the church, and the
liturgy were really alive with the
excitement of all the festivities that
were coming. The arrival of Jesus
in His procession into Jerusalem.
So praised, so honored, so
anticipated! The excitement you
might have at the start of a much
anticipated family reunion. None of
the traces of long ago problems,
remembered hurts, petty pickings.
Just love and high spirits. Alleluia!
And it helps to feel these
emotions in this way because I can
feel some small part of what it must
have been like so long ago. But, the
Gospel reading for the day is the
Passion and it is enough to make
you feel like crying to hear your
own voice saying all the ugly parts.
Like Peter I want to be able to
say – and to truly mean – “Oh no,
not me Lord. I wouldn’t deny you.
I wouldn’t leave you alone.” And I
know Peter meant what he said
when he said it. I mean what I say
when I say it, too. But stuff just
comes up. . .

Maundy Thursday
On Holy Thursday I’m always
so impressed by the washing of the
feet. Feet seem
. . . lesser
somehow. It would seem less
humbling if Jesus and the priest
washed hands. Feet says so much
louder that he is the humble
servant. And when Father Thanh
asked if there were those who
would like to have their feet
washed, I was so glad I could just
sit there in my anonymity and not
respond. Funny thing about pride, I
would have stood in line to wash
His feet.
Remember, I make no claim to
being “good” or “pious,” I just
promised myself to be there and to
feel and experience all that I could.
Anyway, Holy Thursday is the
much anticipated banquet of the
Passover. “Tonight is a night unlike
any other. . .” Like family feasts
such as Thanksgiving, preparations
have been made and everything has
been done just as it should have
been. But there was certainly
something out of sync at this meal.
There must have been some telling
tension or atmosphere since Jesus
kept referring to times and
occurrences the disciples just didn’t

understand. It seems to me the
dinner must have had some of the
feeling a family member gets when
they know for sure they are being
left out of the loop for some reason
and just don’t understand why or
what’s wrong.
More and more emotions and
feelings come to remind me how
little I really understand, but how
very powerful this little bit of
understanding still is. There is the
institution of the Eucharist, the
familiar words, actions, gestures all
bring about emotional reactions not
the least of which is gratitude.
Jesus is in the garden with his
best loved friends; and yet He is
totally alone. “Can you not spend
one hour with me? . . .” It reminds
me of how the loneliest times in my
life have not been times when I was
physically alone. They have been
times when I felt out of touch with
those I loved most and/or was
physically closest to. Alone is fine
– lonely is the pits.
And to think, just last Sunday
....
And then there is the arrest, the
trial, such as it is, and the torture
and humiliation. This gives rise to
some very philosophical emotions
about the difference between
humiliation and humility.
But I am trying very hard to
stay in the minute-to-minute
actions so I don’t miss any of the
emotions and feelings those people
long ago and far back there had to
have had. Somehow I have such
trouble getting past my annual
gratitude that I wasn’t there.
Since I first understood any of
these things as a child I have been
so very grateful that I wasn’t there.
I really don’t want to know what I
would have been doing or where I
would have been. I must say that I
take time out to thank God one
more time that I wasn’t of that time
and place and that I wasn’t of the
place of the Holocaust in World
War II. I want to be left with some
questions about myself. Some
perhaps wonderfully redeeming
heroism I might possess.
And the Mass ends . . . and the
altar is stripped . . . and the Body of
Christ is gone.

Good Friday
Surely emotions are drawn
forth in the Tre Ore, the three hours
from noon to three in which Jesus
hung on the cross. Father Carr and
the music ministries gave such
wonderful
meditations
and
opportunities for very powerful
thoughts and feelings. Music is able
to “soothe the savage beast” but it
is also able to bring to the surface
such heightened sensitivities. Just
look at the faces of people singing
or listening to Amazing Grace. The
Seven Words from the Cross are so
amazing in their brevity and in their
significance.
All the while the church is
peculiarly empty. The tabernacle
door stands open, and everyone is
able to see there is no Body of
Christ. He is not there.

Then there is the Mass of the
Presanctified.
Presanctified
because this is the only day of the
year without a celebration of the
Eucharist. It is a day to reflect on
the possibilities of a world without
Jesus, a life without the sustaining
influence of the liturgy, a life
without the Church. You can’t turn
on the news without hearing there
are problems. But the Church is
there for us; these priests and our
pastor are giving us this
opportunity to experience the
annual gift of Holy Week. And
Good Friday is a time when the
possible absence of this source
feels more real than any other day.
As I left the final service on
Good Friday and went through the
remainder of the afternoon and
evening I realized there were an
amazing number of emotions
surrounding these events. There is,
first of all, the rather unpleasant
contact with the part of self that
feels a nagging sense of complicity
with all the forces working against
Jesus. Then there is a sadness at the
way man behaves toward man. But
there is some freedom from
negative thoughts because here in
2002 we already know “the end of
the story.”
There is a truism I have valued
for several years. It has been a
wonderful part of my life whenever
I have had the suspicion that God is
not going to say “Yes” to my
petition – whatever it might be.
“God has three answers to prayer.
‘Yes’ which is easily recognizable;
‘Yes, but not yet,’ and ‘I have a
better way.’” This last answer is
usually translated NO. But life
teaches that “I have a better way” is
far more accurate and ever so much
more acceptable an answer.

Holy Saturday
Holy Saturday has a surreal
quality about it much the same as
the day following the death of a
much loved person in your life.
First waking and not knowing,
followed almost immediately with
the reality of the death and then the
awesome question: How could this
be? The sun sets. . . the sun comes

up. . . people go on with the
commonplace of life. . . how could
this be?
In Catholic Source Book, A
Collection of Prayers and
Information to Help Learn,
Renew, Teach and Live the Risen
Life of Jesus Christ in the
Catholic Church Edited by Rev.
Peter
Klein,
Brown
ROA
Publishing Media, Dubuque, Iowa,
there is a great deal of information
concerning the Great Service of
Light as well as the other services
of the Season. This book is a MUST
for anyone who is looking for
findable (is this a word, it should
be?), readable, understandable
answers to any conceivable
question. An amazing source book.
In this book it says:
Liturgical Terminology
According to the Roman
Missal, Holy Thursday’s service is
called “The Evening Mass of the
Lord’s Supper,” Good Friday is
called “The Celebration of the
Lord’s Passion,” and Easter
Sunday’s services are called “The
Easter Vigil – Easter Sunday’s
services during the night” and
“Easter Sunday.”
There is so much to be
accomplished during this service,
and each portion of the service
draws forth its own compelling
spectrum of emotions. It begins
outside the church with the lighting
of the Easter Candle, or Christ
Candle, and the burning of the
palms for use on Ash Wednesday.
This is followed by the entrance
into a darkened church. In the book
cited above it says:
Tenebrae (Latin: darkness)
A public singing of matins ( a
night office) and lauds (morning
office), part of the old form of the
Liturgy of the Hours. During the
evenings of the Triduum, it had a
tone of mourning and a service of
light...
Now it begins in the darkness
with the reading from Genesis 1:12 In the beginning, when God
created the heavens and the earth,
the earth was a formless wasteland,
and darkness covered the abyss,
while a mighty wind swept over the
waters.
Continued on page 19
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Easter Vigil

Father Guy preparing to Baptize Shea Barnes

Priests laying of hands on the Candidates
by Courier Staff
The Easter Vigil is the most
important liturgy of the year and as
such it is chosen by the Church to
formally initiate into the fold those
who have been studying the
Catholic faith. It begins with the
Celebrants, Con-Celebrants, the
Catechumens,
Candidates,
sponsors and the faithful gathering
outside the church doors for the
blessing of the fire and the Paschal
Candle.

All is in readiness as the
gatherers holding unlit candles
stand in reverent anticipation for
the ceremony to begin. As the fire
slowly burns, Father Thanh, the
Celebrant, prays and blesses the
new fire and lights the Pascal
Candle, a prime Easter symbol of
the Resurrection. After the lighting
of the Paschal Candle its flame is
transferred to one of the candles
being held by the faithful and from
that flame it moves from one
candle to another till all candles are
lit.

There was a quiet solemnity
with the assembled as they entered
the darkened church lit only by the
candles of the faithful. As the
Celebrants,
Con-celebrating
Priests, Deacon, and Altar Servers
processed down the aisle the Choir
sang out “Christ our Light ...
Thanks Be to God.” It was the
beginning of a service that was
filled with exquisite joy as we
experienced the presence of the
risen Christ within our hearts.
Those who were to be received
into the Church that evening filed
expectantly into their seats along
with their sponsors knowing that
their period of waiting was almost
over. They had studied, prayed, and
discerned and now they were ready.
With the church still in
darkness there were three readings
from the Old Testament and one
from the New Testament. The
gospel was from Matthew. The
readings were each followed by a
Psalm sung by the choir and a
prayer said by Father Thanh.
Just before the Epistle, the
lights were turned on and the
candles extinguished. Then Deacon
Dung Bui read the Gospel,
followed by the homily delivered
by Father Carr. As usual, Father
Carr gave an outstanding homily.
He spoke of the resurrection of
Christ and the difference between
being raised back to life like
Lazarus and rising from the dead as
Jesus Christ was. Lazarus was
brought back to life in the same
body, to the same life he had left,
and would eventually die. Jesus
rose from the dead into a new body
and a new life in heaven to live
eternally with the Father and Holy
Spirit.
At this point in the evening, the
Candidates for Baptism were called
to the front of the altar. One by one
Victoria Stewart, a member of the
Core team, called their names.
Each Catechumen came forward
with his or her sponsor and lined up
at the foot of the altar near the

baptismal font. Father Guy Noonan
performed the Baptisms of the
twelve new Catholics. After
Baptism with water, the sponsors
placed the white garment on the
candidates and Father anointed
each candidate with Holy Oils.
After which, he gave each
candidate a lit candle asking them
to receive the light of Christ into
their hearts and lives. These
candles stayed lit until after
Confirmation.
At this time, the twelve moved
to the far side of the altar in front of
the Blessed Virgin and waited for
the Candidates to be called forth to
join them for Confirmation. Again,
Victoria Stewart called each
candidate to come to the front of
the Altar with his or her sponsor.
All three priests then placed their
hands on each candidate praying
over them. Father Guy anointed
each candidate with the Oil of
Chrism. After confirmation, they
received a standing ovation from
the congregation. They returned to
their seats and Mass continued with
the celebration of the Eucharist.
This was a joyous time for
candidates and sponsors alike.
They had studied and prepared and
now it was actually here. There
were quite a few tears and smiles
shared by the candidates and their
sponsors after Communion. As
some of the new Catholics said: “It
was the most wonderful thing to be
able to receive Communion after
all the long months of waiting and
watching for something that they
wanted dearly and couldn’t have.”
After Mass there was a potluck
dinner in the parish hall. Everyone
in the church was invited to come
and celebrate with the new
Catholics. The RCIA team
decorated the hall very nicely with
potted flowers surrounded by
plastic Easter Eggs for the
centerpieces on each table. There
was plenty of food for everyone
and a good time was had by all.

partly because it has been so barren
and stark prior to this.
This service and the Easter
service itself left me with an
amazing sense of awe and wonder
and gratitude and reverence.
Having participated in each
service I became aware of an
exhilaration and a joy which seem
to me to be the result of traveling
through the entire rainbow of
emotions provoked by each of
these services. I don’t think it is
quite possible to feel like you’re on
the top of the mountain if you have
been placed there instead of
climbed. The view is just as
beautiful no matter how you get
there, but it’s different.
I remember as a young girl
climbing the Presidential range in
the White Mountains (Madison,
Jefferson, and finally Washington)
and finally reaching the top. It had
taken our group three days of
hiking to get there. At the top there

was a rail station for the train which
carried people up Mt. Washington.
This ride would seem worse for
me today than then just because it
was kind of straight up; but at the
time I was unimpressed by one lady
who got off the train and said to
her companion, “I’m exhausted;
that was the hardest climb.”
Obviously, all of us on that
mountain had the same benefits
having reached the top, however, I
felt, both then and now, the
difference in the experience was
overwhelming.

Holy Week: Continued from page 18
Listening to the reading there in
the dark I could almost feel the
wind. And after the sadness of
much of these events there begins
to be a hope arising from the
repetition of God’s creating and the
words, “and God saw that it was
good...” It was good. . .we are
good. . . It was really very
powerful.
The adults who had been
working all year toward becoming
full members of the Catholic
Church were presented for
Baptism,
Blessing,
and
Confirmation.
These were serious but joyful
moments and I remembered how I
had been through these sacraments
so long ago – it was not at all the
same. My Confirmation was as an
appendage to the school children
who appeared very young to me as
I must have appeared very old to
them since I was eight months
pregnant with our first child. But
the happiness and the attainment

were the same. I was eager to go to
the reception for these people to
welcome them into our community.
I hope they will want to become
active participants in some of the
wonderful ministries here at Christ
the King. These ministries offer so
much as a means to spiritual
fulfillment, the many possibilities
for putting action to beliefs, and a
method for connection with new
friends in the church community.
Sometimes it is difficult to open
ourselves to newcomers – it’s much
easier and quicker to talk to old
friends on the way in or out of
church or meetings. This, of course,
shuts out the newcomer. At least
this covered dish reception gave us
the opportunity to make the
candidates welcome. They will
have to choose the ministries they
want, and they will also have to
choose how best to make
themselves a real part.
In this Easter Vigil Mass the
church is at its most beautiful –

Easter Sunday
This is such a magnificently
awesome day. How could any mind
not feel overpowered by the
significance of the Resurrection. It
puts “I have a better way” into a
place of such power and awe that I
know these services have opened
up a whole new way of
approaching the Fifty Days of
Easter.
I am so glad I made the climb.
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All The Good
Done For Me
by Father Terry Morgan,
Pastor of the Cathedral-Basilica,
This week’s article is dedicated to
a parishioner who answered the
Lord’s call. 4/6/2002
Chris Liguori came to St.
Augustine, as dozens of our new
parishioners do each year, as a
freshman at our city’s Flagler
College. He put in the time. He
surfed his fair share of waves. He
got the degree. He hung around the
city. He hung around the parish. He
got to know Father Bob Baker
(now Bishop Baker of Charleston),
and Father Tim Lindenfelser. He
saw the good so many do in the
Cathedral-Basilica
parish
ministries. He prayed, and was
accepted for seminary studies for
the Diocese of St. Augustine. On
Saturday, April 13, Chris received
the sacrament of Holy Orders, as he
is ordained a deacon at St. Vincent
de Paul Regional Seminary in
Boynton Beach, Florida. And, God
willing, Bishop Galeone will
ordain him a Priest forever in May
2003.
That’s Good News, if ever I
heard it: one of our own
parishioners is stepping forward
and answering the call of the Lord
to priesthood! (The Could-BeBetter News: Chris is our first
priest from the Cathedral-Basilica
parish since Father Tom Willis,
more than fifteen years ago.)
Next Saturday morning, Chris
and three of his classmates will lie
prostrate on the floor of their
seminary chapel as Archbishop
John Favalora, family members
and friends (Father Tim and I will
be there representing the parish)
storm heaven for grace for these
four young men, the grace to be

good servants. “Holy Mary, Mother
of God, pray for them. St. Joseph,
pray for them. St. Michael, pray for
them. St. Augustine, pray for them.
St Monica...”
Chris is well aware that his
vocation did not spring from thin
air. It came through his many
friends in the parish and at Flagler
College who inspired him and
prayed him into acting on God’s
call. So he’s asked me to thank
everyone for assisting him in
approaching God’s altar. Want to
offer one more word of support?
Even if you’ve never met him, why
not write a note for Chris in our
Comments section, here at
www.thefirstparish.com, and we’ll
pass it along. Or if you’d like, you
can send a small note to him at St.
Vincent de Paul Seminary, 10701
S. Military Trail, Boynton Beach,
Florida 33436.
So many of the original twelve
disciples first encountered the Lord
on the beach. Perhaps the most
endearing Easter-appearance story
in the Bible is the one where the
Lord joins the disciples for a fish
breakfast on the beach (John 21:114). It was just such a regular place.
And they were just normal guys,
hanging out on the beach. Normal
guys who answered a call and left
behind father, mother, nets, boats,
for the mystery of a whole new
Life.
And now we entrust to the Lord
our own normal beach guy, Chris
Liguori, just a normal Flagler
College student...who took stock of
God’s gifts and whose future
ordained ministry in our midst is
his simple way of answering the
Psalmist’s question: “How can I
repay the Lord, for all the good
done for me?” (Psalm 116:12)
Copyright © 2002 The
Cathedral-Basilica
of
St.
Augustine, All Rights Reserved

Vincentians Speak
the Same Language
by Barbara Hanuscin
Two years ago I wrote an article
about visiting another area of the
world and meeting a fellow
Vincentian. I accompanied Mr.
James Royer, of the Village of
Salisbury, Commonwealth of
Dominica, West Indies, as he made
his rounds through the village to
visit the elderly home-bound. Since
then I have been back for the third
time. I feel a special closeness to
the people of the village and the
parishioners of St. Theresa’s
Church which is pastored by Father
Elveau Augustine. They have
blessed me with their friendship
and prayers and are praying for a
dear Christ the King parishioner
during her difficulties with health
and for the spiritual growth and
development of her young son.
There is no closer unity than that
which unites us in prayer as part of
the Body of Christ.
On this most recent trip to
Dominica, while walking the
streets of the capital city of Roseau,

I noticed a sign saying St. Vincent
de Paul Bargain Shop. I entered the
little store which I learned had just
recently opened. I introduced
myself to the lovely lady in charge,
not by my name but as a “fellow
Vincentian”. Her reply was “Oh we
speak the same language!” That
language is the language of love for
our fellow man and the ability to
see Christ in all men. Vincentians
try to do what Monsignor Danaher
often said to do and that is “to put
feet and shoes on the gospels.”
I am blessed to have been
introduced to the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul by a former fellow
parishioner over fifteen years ago. I
say blessed because I have the easy
part of the job by being on the
giving end. In the client that the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
serves I often see the difficulty they
have in being on the receiving end.
In reality, the true gift is given back
to me through being able to serve
them. That is the language
Vincentians understand.
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The Castaways

by Kathy Nichols
On April 25 Christ the King
students, parents, and families all
had the privilege of attending the
Annual
Dinner
Theater
presentation in the Kingdome. This
year, the title was “The Castaways”
which is a musical play by Michael
and Jill Gallina.
The play started out with a
group of present-day students
finishing up their practice session
with Mrs. Davis (Theresa Smith).
They were about to head home . . .
except for Courtney (Ashley
Madsen). She didn’t want to go
home and threatened to run away
and attempt to live life on her own
on the streets. None of her friends
agreed with her decision and tried
to talk her out of it. Courtney
insisted that her parents were
always on her back about cleaning
her room, doing this and doing that,
and she was just sick of it!
However, Mrs. Davis pitched in
and explained the life that her
grandmother chose a long, long
time ago.
Mrs. Davis started telling her
story to the students, and the play
would flash back to yesteryear
showing the life her grandmother
had as a runaway and life on the
street. Thank goodness for the kind
Mama Rosa (Angela Anania) who
slipped out of her Italian restaurant
to give the runaways some food.
The acting was stupendous.
And because this was a musical, we
heard a variety of new voices that
we hadn’t heard in previous plays.
Willie (Tessa Gay), Slippery San
Slattery (Eric Simons), Shelly
(Darian Azar), and Miss Barnaby

(Michelle Fares) each sang a solo
and did wonderful jobs. Others
sang in groups or participated in the
general chorus.
Dancers included Amanda
Nichols, Janmarie Porter, Allison
Lynch, Ashleigh Costanza, Magan
Caswell, Cyril Rodriguez, Erin
Mikell, Christina Diaz, Mallory
Frye, Katy Dodds, Kaylee Burke,
Christina Csensich, Gaby Fares,
Kirsten Greene, Katie Gallagher,
Alina Musharbash, Taylor Howard,
Kayla Weaver, Chrissy Grochmal,
Maddie Scuillo, Brenna Collins,
Marissa Downer, Kaley Fannin,
and Mary Katherine Register, all
under the direction of Melissa
Mitchell.
Megan McClellan, Steven
Matzen, Max Schanze, and
Brandon Lee were responsible for
props. And I must mention the
curtain kids (Joel Conrad and
Bradley Sadd) since I was sitting
next to a mother at the play who
was desperately trying to get a
picture of her kid pulling the
curtain! (Sorry Patti!) And thanks
to Patti Sloan who painted such
fabulous scenes.
We’ll miss you Rocky and
Judy. I don’t think you realize all
the blessings you’ve brought to
Christ the King. We could barely
pull off a Christmas program
before you came here, and now
we’re doing dinner theaters! I hope
your replacement can even hold a
candle to what you’ve done.
You’ve been great musical
instructors, and we won’t forget
you. Good luck with whatever
you’ll be doing in the future.
And kids, we’ll still get “on
with the show!!”
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Rosa Townsend
And
The
Hispanic
Ministry
Floyd and Rosa Townsend
by Laura Jane Ledbetter
When you think of the Hispanic
Community at Christ the King the
first person that comes to mind is
Rosa Townsend. The Townsends,
Floyd and Rosa, have been
members of Christ the King Parish
since July of 1968 when they
moved down here from Virginia
after Floyd had retired from the
military. At that time raising their
five children and looking after the
family took up most of Rosa’s time.
The Townsends have always put a
first priority on their faith, and so
every Sunday the Townsends
would be found front and center at
morning Mass.
As the children grew into
adulthood Rosa, being the warm
compassionate person she is, began
to look outward for opportunities to
serve her church in a greater
capacity. That opportunity came
about with the formation of the
Spanish Ministry.
Our recently retired Bishop
Snyder was instrumental in
activating a Spanish Ministry at a
number of churches. He knew that
the Hispanic population was
increasing in northern Florida and

there was a need for Spanish
speaking people to gather together
to study the faith in their native
tongue. This idea greatly appealed
to Rosa and she soon found herself
becoming more and more involved
in the ministry.
One of the things that attracted
her was the fellowship she found
with people who shared the same
culture and at the same time
allowed her to assist any recently
arrived Hispanics to feel welcome
in their new environment. It is not
unusual for Rosa to receive a call
from Pat Thomas in the Rectory
telling her of a new Spanish
speaking family that has moved
into the area and is in need of
assistance. This is where Rosa
really shines. She helps them in
finding a place to live or directing
them where to look for work
according to their skills. She knows
where to send them if they are in
need of furniture or clothes but
most of all she extends the hand of
friendship to people who are
looking for just a little bit of home.
Our new bishop, Victor
Galeone is also very interested in
the Spanish Ministry in the
Jacksonville area. Bishop Galeone

is fluent in Spanish as he spent a
number of years ministering to the
people of Peru. He recently held a
meeting at San Sebastian inviting
representatives of the parishes that
have a Spanish Ministry. He would
like the Spanish- speaking people
to become more involved in church
life as ushers, lectors, and
Eucharistic ministers. His goal is to
one day have sufficient priests who
are either native speaking or have
acquired fluency to assign to
parishes to assist the Spanishspeaking parishioners.
Rosa is the facilitator for the
Spanish Ministry at Christ the
King. The members meet every
Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. at the
House of Prayer. There they study
the readings that will be presented
at the next week’s Masses. Rosa
always allows time for discussion
and input; as she says, everyone has
something to contribute in the
family of God. At the meetings the
members pray for each other and
for their families. Rosa helps them
to see that they are there for each
other and can support each other as
they share in their faith.
At least once a year, usually
before Christmas they come

together strictly for a social
evening where they gather together
for pure enjoyment.
Rosa knows that there are many
people of Hispanic origin in this
area who are not members of Christ
the King due to the fact there is no
Spanish Mass offered. “They feel
more comfortable where there is a
Spanish speaking priest,” says
Rosa. Her hope is that one day a
Mass will be said here in Spanish.
If there was only one Mass a month
Rosa feels that more Hispanics
would become members of our
parish.
One of the outstanding
characteristics of this woman of
faith is her eternal optimism. The
ministry would like to increase the
number of people who participate
in the meetings. Low attendance
does not discourage Rosa. She is
always there every Monday
evening, faithful to the Lord and
faithful to the Ministry. Whether
there are five people or fifteen in
attendance Rosa always has a big
smile and ready welcome as they
walk through the door of the House
of Prayer.
Muy Bueno, Rosa!

Some Thoughts On Becoming A Knight
by Dennis Scobie
The Knights of Columbus
conjures up images of annual
Tootsie Roll sales outside the local
supermarket, a good time on St.
Patrick’s Day, and swords, feathery
hats and jackets with epaulets.
On February 16, I became a
full-fledged member of this order
of Catholic men. In my relatively
short journey to become a Knight I
learned that the existence of the
Order is significantly more
meaningful than those fleeting
images. In fact, many of the
Knights of Columbus’ most
significant
programs
and
accomplishments receive little
publicity.
I do not know what exactly
prompted me, a Catholic for over
50 years, to finally join this
fraternity of men. Maybe the
answer is simply, “a Knight asked
me to.” Nonetheless, I began the

process on a weekday evening last
Virgin Mary. The Order is
December with several dozen men
unequivocal in its loyalty to the
of widely varying ages and
Pope, the Vicar of Christ on
backgrounds, all of whom shared
earth. It is firmly committed to
one common bond - they were all
the protection of human life,
practicing Catholics.
from conception to natural
Becoming a Knight requires the
death, and to the preservation
progression through three degrees
and defense of the family. It
was on these bedrock principles
or ceremonies (a special fourth
the Order was founded over a
degree may also be pursued). Each
century ago and remains true to
of these degrees stresses particular
them today.”
tenets or beliefs of the Order In a separate section on faith, it
Charity, Unity, Fraternity and
Patriotism. The Knights of was noted:
“In
1999,
the
Knights
Columbus web site (www.kofc.org)
collectively
raised
and
provides a very good source of
distributed more than $45
information concerning many
million to Church groups and in
facets of the organization. The
support of programs at the
section on Knights will tell you:
international, national and local
“Knights of Columbus are
levels. More than 25 million
Catholic gentlemen committed
hours of time were donated to
to the exemplification of
the Church by local Knights
charity,
unity,
fraternity,
and families in 1999.”
patriotism and defense of the
Among the organization’s faithpriesthood. The Order is
consecrated to the Blessed related activities is providing an

Internet search engine to the
Catechism of the Catholic Church.
It also provides free and low cost
Catholic publications, supporting
priestly and religious vocations
through prayer, financial aide and
scholarships, and conducts various
programs and activities to promote
the quality of life, both spiritually
and materially, with respect to the
poor, and the protection of the
unborn.
I firmly believe that each and
every Catholic should have a
ministry. Give something back for
all that God has given you. If you
believe the Knights of Columbus
might be the ministry for you, call
the Knights of Columbus phone
number in the Christ the King
Church bulletin (George Coseo,
724-9585) or speak with someone
you know is a Knight.
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CHRISTY ABOUTAYEH
MONICA ALVAREZ
MARIA ANANIA
ASHLEY ANDERSON
ARMON ANTOLIN
BROOKE ASHER
TAYLOR ATWELL
HANNAH BARRON
CASEY BAKER
ELLIOT BAKER
CLAYTON BEINING
ERICA BEJARANO
NICHOLAS BLAS
CALEB BRANHAM
RICKY BROWNE
JAMIE BURNS, JR.
CORINA CAIN
DALLAS CAIN
GRACIE CAIN
JON CALLANTA
BRANDON CHIN
KATHERINE CLAPP
CHAD CLARK
MAVERICK CLAXTON
COLE COLLIER
CHRISTOPHER CORREA
NATHANIEL CORREA
ROBERT CORREA
TONY CROCCO
JAN DELA CRUZ

First Communion
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ADAM DE VERA
KAITLIN DONNER
ANDREW DRUMMOND
HANNAH DUNCAN
PATRICK FANNIN
NICOLE FARES
ZAC FAVRE
PATRICK FLORES
KELLY FRENETTE
CASSANDRA FURPHY
NICHOLAS GAGNON
TINA GARDNER
KELSEY HAYES
JACOB HUGHES
TOMMY IGLESIAS
KYE JOHNSON
STEPHANIE JOOST
PATRICK JORDAN
KILEY KENNEDY
KAYLA KLINKENBERG
EDWARD LATIMER
SCOTT LOGAN
PAUL LONGENECKER
TAFT LUCIANO
YARA MAHFOUZ
KATELYNN MANNS
KEVIN MATTOX
ASHLEA MC CRONE
KATELAND MC MENAMY
EMILY MIKELL
AUTUMN MILLER

Christ the King Catholic Church

NINA MOORE
L.J. MORANTE
SAMANTHA NAGLE
HALLEY NEAVES
DORIAN NICHOLS
LAURA O’BRIEN
WESLEY OLIVER
LAUREN PAMAS
STEPHEN PAMAS
ANGIE QUIROS
SARAH RAMIREZ
KARA REILEY
DEVIN RHODEN
KYLE RYAN
BRIANNA SAAD
SYDNEY ST. PIERRE
VICTORIA SALUD
CHRIS SANDOVAL
ALEXANDRA SHAMI
EMILY SHAW
TORI SMITH
DENNIS J. STODDARD
JAMES SULLIVAN
LOUIS THERRES
STERLING TOMLINSON
CHARLIE WADSWORTH
JASMINE WAITE
DAVID WALLACE
BRANDON WILLIS
NICOLE WINTERS

- May 5, 2002
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MINISTRIES
Coordinator of
Volunteer Services
If you would like to volunteer your
Time, Talent, & Treasure but are not
sure what you would like to do or
maybe you’re in a ministry but it’s
not the one you want, call Al Martin,
744-4302.

PRAYER MINISTRIES
Daily Adoration
We need people who are willing to
sign up for one hour a week so that
someone is praying all during the
day. Adoration is in the sacred Heart
Chapel, Monday-Friday, from 9 a.m.
- 5:30 p.m. Call Claretta Lamusga,
743-9998 or Betty Wheeler, 7249662.

LITURGY
Altar Server Ministry
Interested youth 5th grade or older
and who have received First Holy
Communion. Once trained, they are
entered into a rotating schedule for
the Masses. Contact Page Peeler,
724-4849.
Eucharistic Ministers
Assisting the clergy in the
distribution of Holy Communion
either during Mass or by bringing the
Eucharist to the homebound or
hospitalized. Candidates are chosen
by the Pastor as recommended by the
priests and staff members of the
parish. Kathy and Richard Daniels,
coordinators, 743-9441.
Gift Bearers
Families, Individuals or Parish
Ministries who want to bring the gifts
to the altar during Mass, call Kathy
Weedon, 221-5468.
Lector Ministry
A Lector does the readings and the
Prayer of the Faithful at Mass. If you
would like to be a reader, call Lucille
Guzzone, 724-9617.

Nocturnal Adoration
Held on the first Friday of each
month from 10 p.m.-6 a.m. There are
eight groups who rotate their hour
each month. If you would like to join
us in this prayer ministry, call Paul
Ghiotto, 727-5040.
Prayer Network
One of our most rewarding ministries
- praying for others in need spiritual, health related, and other.
Call Donnell Baer, 743-6174.

ORGANIZATIONS
Christ the King Council of
Catholic Women (CKCCW)
Our
board
meets
monthly,
September-June, to guide our seven
circles who meet at various times
during the month. Our General
meeting is the last Thursday of each
month at 7 p.m. We welcome new
members. Daisy McDonald, 6460902.

Music Ministry
Any individual who has a talent with
music or can play an instrument or
just interested in the Singing Choir,
Handbell Choir, Funeral Choir, or
being a Cantor for Mass, call Bernie,
724-0080.

Christ the King Courier
Interested
in
publishing
a
newspaper? We need proofreaders,
reporters, photographers, etc. We
meet Wednesdays in the rectory at 7
a.m. Judy, 724-0080.

Sacristans
We help prepare for the celebration
of Mass. For more information on
how you can be a Sacristan, call Nick
Debs, 744-8749.

Widows/Widowers Support
For those who have lost loved ones.
Contact Isabelle Fusco, 724-5186 for
information or read your bulletin for
the next meeting date, place, and
time.

HOSPITALITY
Mass Greeters
Welcome all who come to Mass. This
team may offer the only contact
many parishioners have in our faith
community. Great opportunity for
adults and families. Contact the chief
usher at the Mass you are attending
for more information.
Ushers
Men and women who commit to
attend the same Mass every week.
They are requested to wear a navy
blue jacket and to assist the celebrant
as needed. Howard Sell, 744-5937.

SPECIAL SERVICES
Altar Society
Individuals who care for the vessels,
vestments and linens used in the
Liturgies. Debbie Scobie, 723-3977.
Beautification Committee
Individuals and families who want to
beautify the church grounds. Meet
the third Saturday of every month, 9
a.m. - noon, in the church parking lot
by the fountain. Come join us in
beautifying His yard. Terry Riggs,
762-0703.
Religious Articles Gift Shop
Volunteers staff the gift shop before
and after Sunday Masses and the
Wednesday Marian Mass. Maureen
McCook, 642-2725.
Seasonal Church Decorating
Decorating the church and Gathering
Area, during different seasons of the
Church. Contact Terri Vogelsang,
744-6310, for information on how
you can help.
Sunday Childcare
For 8:30 & 10:00 Masses
Christ the King Childcare for your 14 year-old child in the Child Care
Center. Free of charge. Call Marsha
Williams, 221-4459, or Donna
Iglesias, 725-0680, to help or for
more information.

Hispanic Ministry
We wish to develop a parish ministry
to worship and meet the spiritual and
social needs of the growing Hispanic
population at Christ the King. We
meet every Monday at 7 p.m. for
Bible study in The House of Prayer.
If interested call Rosa Townsend,
744-9231.
Landings
Works with Catholics who have been
away from the Church for a period of
time and wish to return. Contact
Larry McKay, 220-5843 or Judy
Meade, 220-2244.
The Legion of Mary
Men and women who offer their
services to their pastor, to aid him in
performing spiritual works in the
parish. Members may be active or
auxiliary (praying). Weekly meetings
are held every Monday at 7 p.m. in
the rectory. Michael Mackin, 7446659.
M.O.M.S. Ministry
Ministry of Mothers Sharing, is
designed to encourage prayer,
discussions, and friendships between
women of all ages. Carol Ann Black,
221-2642.
Parish Council
The Parish Council is a consultative
body that the pastor can pray and
reflect with, and ask for assistance to
guide in the overall care/ministry of
the Parish and the enhancement of its
mission. Meeting are the first
Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
in the Rectory. Call Mike Mackin,
744-6659. It is made up of
representatives
(President,
Chairperson or Facilitator) from each
ministry in the Parish, as well as
representatives from the Finance
Council, Christ the King School,
Christ the King Daycare, Athletic
Association, Scouts, Knights of
Columbus, Marriage Encounter,
Sponsor Couples, and Wedding
Coordinator. Elections are held every
two years to elect a President, vicepresident, secretary-recording, and
secretary-clerical from the body of
representatives.

Queens and Kings
Our lively senior citizens socialize
on the second Sunday of each month
from 1:30-4 p.m., September through
June. Do come to enjoy! Call Jane
Podein, 632-9758.
Respect Life
We are a ministry wishing to make a
difference in people’s lives by
supporting the Saint Gerard House,
Project Rachel, Respect Life
Pilgrimage, and the Diocesan
Respect Life Program. Sign up at the
Time and Talent Fair, or contact
Mike Maroney, 743-9227.
Single and Single Again
Alone? Join us! We’re the Single and
Single Again Support Group,
meeting new friends and enjoying
social activities. We meet Tuesdays,
7:30 p.m. in the Shirley David Hall.
Call Katie, 745-1287 or David, 3842449, or read your parish bulletin to
get the latest calendar of events.
Sponsor Couples
Married couples needed to help
engaged couples discern if marriage
is for them. Jim/Mary Ann
Middleton, 743-3953, for further
information.
ST. VINCENT dePAUL
PROGRAMS
St. Vincent de Paul
Emergency Assistance
We need volunteers to work in the St.
Vincent de Paul office in the rectory,
providing referrals, and assisting
people who need immediate help.
Hours are from 10 a.m. - noon,
Monday through Friday. Call 7248442.
St. Vincent de Paul Society
We were founded by people who care
about the problems of those around
them. We care and would like you to
share the care with us. For
information on how to become a
Vincentian, call 807-7233, ext #1,
and leave a message.
Young Vincentians
Newly formed group for teens who
want to make a difference. For
information on meeting times, call
Robert at 398-1961.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
ADULTS
Faith Sharing Small Groups
Small groups of people meeting in
private homes to discuss the Sunday
readings and sharing how these
readings relate to our daily lives.
Contact Alick Hardie, 721-9188.
R.C.I.A.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Preparing people to enter the
Catholic Church through an inquiry
and catechetical process. Call James
Scott, 722-3309.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
YOUTH
C.C.D.
Opportunity for students grades 1-8
to learn/experience the Catholic faith
with others in their age group.
Sessions held September-May in the
school on Wednesdays, 7-8 p.m.
Sunday Mass attendance required.
Certified teachers are always
welcome to apply, and volunteers are
needed on a regular basis. Call
Director Lucille Guzzone, 724-9617,
or chaplain Subdeacon Eli Shami,
714-6404.
Vacation Bible School
A week long summer program
(usually in Ausust) for children ages
4-11 years to help deepen their faith
and involvement in the Christian
community. Fun for everyone, call
Diana Mattox, 928-9224, for
information.

LIFE TEEN - Core Team
Over 18, have a love for teens and are
not currently a parent of a teen. Call
Nancy Powers, 398-1961, for more
information on meeting times.
Parents for LIFE TEEN Teen
Adults or parents interested in
supporting the LIFE TEEN program.
Membership is open to all adults
regardless of whether or not you are
a parent. Activities are creative, fun,
exciting, and diverse, call Mollie
O’Neil, 997-6871.
Teen Stewardship
Teens share their Time, Talent, and
Treasure with their parish, call Gus &
Jackie Carlson, 465-6957.
Teen
Stewardship
Adult
Volunteers
Meet twice a year to coordinate
service hours and pledges of teens,
call Jackie and Gus Carlson, 4656957.

Blood Drive
Twice a year Christ the King Church,
along with the Florida Georgia Blood
Alliance, holds a blood drive, call
Karlene Simmons, 642-8319.
Christ the King Clinic
Staffed by doctors, registered nurses,
and ancillary support people. They
donate their services the fourth
Saturday of each month 9 a.m. - 1
p.m., call Willie Blaquiere, 7445447.
Parish Nurse Ministry
Nurses who belong to Christ the
King Parish willing to volunteer their
time and talent to support the
ministry of health within the parish,
call Barbara, 724-1776.

CHILD CARE
OFFICE/RECTORY
Child Care Center
Adults wanting to share their talents
in three different subcommittees:
educational, plant facilities, and fund
raising, contact Theresa Little, 7247239.
CHRIST THE KING
SCHOOL
Christ the King Catholic School
Grades Pre-K thru 8th grade. The
principal is Janet Morton. The school
has many needs for volunteers on a
daily, weekly, and monthly basis. The
school seeks assistance in the office,
cafeteria, library, and clinic.
Volunteers are needed as board
members and business partners,
room mothers, and speakers. Help
with the yearly golf tournaments is
also needed, call 724-2954.
SCOUTING PROGRAMS
Boy Scouts
Troop 5 sponsored by Christ the
King Church. Boys 6-12th grade.
Meet Tuesdays, 7 p.m. in the Scout
Hut, call Rob, 744-5902.
Catholic Scouting Committee
Adult individuals interested in
providing youth ministry through the
scouting program. Meets four times a
year; organizes and implements
“Catholic Camporee” for all Scouts
once a year; attend spring awards
ceremony. Training provided, call
Donna, 641-0698.
Cub Scouts
Pack 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys in 1st-5th grade. Dens
meet weekly in the Scout Hut, call
Mike Klima, 726-5502, or Donna
Baker, 641-0698.
Girl Scouts
Girls of different age levels that meet
weekly or bi-weekly in the Shirley
David Hall after school or in the
evenings, call Nancy D’Antoni, 7459652.
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE
Advent Tree
A program that puts smiles on faces
of people at Christmas. Those who
share time and talent in this ministry
help put up the Advent Tree with
special
paper
ornaments.
Parishioners choose ornaments to
take home, purchase the gift, and
return the ornament with the gift
attached to it. Volunteers are needed
to help distribute the gifts to nursing
homes, orphanages, etc., call Trudy
Cameron, 724-0511.
Habijax - Habitat for Humanity
Forms partnerships between those in
need and those who are willing to put
their faith into action by donating
their time, talent, and treasure to
construct new homes, call Bill
Damato, 642-8920.

TEEN PROGRAM
LIFE TEEN
Youth ministry program with a
strong focus on the Eucharist. Meet
Sunday for Mass (usually 5 p.m.) and
LIFE Night (fellowship) afterwards.
Call Nancy, 398-1961.

MEDICAL SERVICES

I. M. Sulzbacher
Individuals who give two hours of
their time to 400-500 men, women
and children the third Tuesday of
each month by saying grace, serving
dinner, and cleaning up the kitchen,
call Donnell 743-6174.

Rectory Office Volunteers
Adults willing to volunteer a
morning/afternoon/all day Monday
thru Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Different
positions available: receptionist,
clerical, computer operator. Call the
Rectory at 724-0080 for more
information.

AFFILIATED
ORGANIZATIONS
Christ the King
Athletic Association (CKAA)
Serves children (ages 5-12, boys; 515, girls) who believe that youth
athletics provide valuable lessons in
citizenship/teamwork. Also, if you
would like to contribute toward the
cost associated with registering a
child for a C.K.A.A. sport, call Lance
Simons, 745-4881.
Clown Ministry
Is there a child somewhere inside
you? Interested in sharing your
religion with others while having
fun? The Clown Ministry is planning
fun nights for the whole family, call
Janyce Jendryn, 346-5501.
Cursillo
A Renewal movement of individuals
in the Church who want to deepen
their faith and enhance their walk
with Christ, call Carl Ludwig, 7248485.
K’ Cees
Organization of Catholic Women an
auxiliary of the Knights of Columbus
Council 4727. They help/support the
Knights. Meetings are in the Rectory
on the fourth Tuesday of each month
at 8 p.m. Call Wanda Martin, 7444302 for information.
Knights of Columbus
Organization of Catholic men and
their families dedicated to promoting
concepts of charity, unity, fraternity
and patriotism. If you are a practicing
Catholic man, at least 18 yrs. old, and
interested in fellowship with people
who share the same beliefs, call
George Coseo, 724-9585.
L’Arche Harbor House
Mutual ministry with members and
assistants, building community
support and awareness to the needs
and gifts of the disabled members of
the L’Arche Harbor House family,
call 744-4435 for information.
Marriage Encounter
A program designed to teach married
couples how to better communicate,
to strengthen and support Christian
marriage. Contact Emilo and Theresa
Gonzalez-Chavez, 721-0012 foro
more information.
Pre Cana/Engaged Encounter
For information on upcoming
workshops and weekends, call 3087474.
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Characteristics of a Christan
Steward: Gratitude
submitted by Eileen Porter
On His journey to Jerusalem
Jesus passed along the borders of
Samaria and Galilee. As He was
entering a village, ten lepers met
Him. Keeping their distance, they
raised their voices and said, “Jesus,
Master, have pity on us!” When He
saw them, He responded, “Go and
show yourselves to the priests.” On
their way there they were cured.
One of them, realizing that he had
been cured, came back praising
God in a loud voice. He threw
himself on his face at the feet of
Jesus and spoke His praise. This
man was a Samaritan. Jesus took
the occasion to say, “Were not all
ten made whole? Where are the
other nine? Was there no one to
return and give thanks to God
except this foreigner?” He said to
the man, “Stand up and go your
way, your faith has been your
salvation.” (Luke 17:11-19)
There was a certain Pharisee
who invited Jesus to dine with him.
Jesus went to the Pharisee’s home
and reclined to eat. A woman
known in the town to be a sinner
learned that He was dining in the
Pharisee’s home. She brought in a
vase of perfumed oil and stood
behind Him at His feet, weeping so
that her tears fell upon His feet.
Then she wiped them with her hair,
kissing them and perfuming them
with the oil.
When His host, the Pharisee,
saw this, he said to himself, “If this
man were a prophet, He would
know who and what sort of woman
this is that touches Him – that she is
a sinner.” In answer to his thought,
Jesus said to him, “Simon, I have
something to propose to you.”
“Teacher,” he said, “speak.” “Two
men owed money to a certain
money-lender; one owed a total of
five hundred coins, the other fifty.
Since neither was able to repay, he
wrote off both debts. Which of
them was more grateful to him?
Simon answered, “He, I presume,
to whom he remitted the larger
sum.” Jesus said to him, “You are
right.” Turning then to the woman,
He said to Simon: “You see this
woman? I came to your home and
you provided Me with no water for
My feet. She has washed My feet
with her tears and wiped them with
her hair. You gave Me no kiss, but
she has not ceased kissing My feet
since I entered. You did not anoint
My head with oil, but she has
anointed My feet with perfume. I
tell you, that is why her many sins
are forgiven – because of her great
love. Little is forgiven the one
whose love is small.” (Luke 7:3647)

The Characteristic of
Gratitude
Gratitude is a response of the
heart. It is an overwhelming rush of
joy, wonder, and thanksgiving that

wells up within us when we realize
someone has generously given us a
“good,” purely out of love for us.
This realization moves us beyond a
sense of appreciation into a much
deeper response. Because the giver
is motivated by love, we respond
with love. This response is
gratitude.
To be grateful is not easy, due
to our woundedness by original sin.
Confronted with another’s selfless
love, we struggle with our own self
love, finding it difficult at times to
wholeheartedly accept the gift we
are given. Because we take pride in
our independence, we may balk at
accepting anything done “for us,”
fearing that doing so makes us
depend on others to some degree.
Moreover, in the face of such
unlimited goodness, our own
limitations cause us to question the
giver’s motivation, looking for
hidden strings or expectation of
future repayment.
As a result, we may accept the
gift while at the same time
diminishing its importance to us.
Or, we may refuse to accept the gift
at all. Either way, we find ourselves
avoiding gratitude, because to be
grateful is to acknowledge our own
limitations in the light of another’s
love. To be grateful, then, calls for
us to be humble.
Gratitude is rooted in our
relationship with God. As we begin
to realize the enormity of the gifts
He gives us, we begin to
understand how very small we are,
how totally we depend on Him, and
how much He loves us. As this
realization breaks through our
consciousness, however, we are
faced with a choice. We can
choose, through pride, to accept our
Father’s gifts with a presumption of
entitlement, much like the prodigal
son did initially when he said,
“Father, give me the share of the
estate that is coming to me.” (Luke
15:11) Or, we can choose to accept
God’s
gifts
gratefully,
acknowledging our own smallness
and responding by giving our
hearts fully back to Him who so
lovingly gives everything to us. To
do this is to respond like the tax
collector in the temple, who “...kept
his distance not even daring to raise
his eyes to heaven. All he did was
beat his breast and say, “O God, be
merciful to me a sinner.”
(Luke18:13)
This growing sense of our own
unworthiness in the light of God’s
boundless love and generosity is
highlighted most of all through the
gift of His son, Jesus Christ. The
more we reflect upon Jesus’ total
donation of self to us, despite how
often we have turned away from
Him, the more grateful we become.
Through the Eucharist, our
gratitude to God is nurtured and
shared. “The Eucharist is a sacrifice
of thanksgiving to the Father, a
blessing by which the Church

St. Frances Xavier Cabrini
expresses her gratitude to God for for His love and generosity, St.
all His benefits, for all that He has Frances Xavier Cabrini is a great
accomplished through creation, example of someone who loved
redemption, and sanctification. God with a grateful heart.
Eucharist means first of all
Maria Francesca Cabrini was
thanksgiving.”
the youngest of 13 children, and as
As we grow more grateful to a child, she dreamed of becoming a
God through His son, Christ our missionary to China. However,
Lord, we become more grateful to following her parents’ desire, she
other people as well. We find became a teacher at age 18. Two
ourselves better able to let others years later, both her mother and
give of themselves to us – not father died.
because we think we are deserving,
Frances applied to be admitted
but precisely because we know we to two religious communities, but
are not.
was refused by both due to her poor
health. Then her bishop and a priest
Gratitude and Stewardship who knew of her quiet goodness
The more grateful we become,
asked her to work at an orphanage.
the more we grow as Christian
stewards. That is because we begin During her six years there, Frances
harsh
treatment,
to understand more fully the words endured
of 1 John 4:10-12: “Love, then, particularly from the woman who
consists in this: not that we have had founded the institution.
Eventually the bishop closed
loved God, but that He has loved us
and has sent His Son as an offering the orphanage. He recalled to
for our sins. Beloved, if God has Frances her desire to be a
loved us so, we must have the same missionary sister and, since no such
love for one another. No one has order was available, he asked her to
ever seen God. Yet if we love one found one. Faced with such an
another, God dwells in us, and His overwhelming challenge in the
love is brought to perfection in us.” aftermath of an apparent failure,
When we realize that God has Frances showed her humility and
loved us first, through no merit of trust that flowed from a grateful
our own, we experience the need to heart. She quietly agreed to the
gratefully respond to his love by bishop’s request.
She found an abandoned
caring for others with time, talent,
and treasure. Just as God has given Franciscan monastery that she and
us so many “goods,” purely out of seven other young women used as a
love for us, we desire to love Him convent for their new order, the
in return by spending our lives in Missionary Sisters of the Sacred
prayer and service. We desire to Heart. To honor one of the greatest
live the lives He gives us as missionary saints, Frances added
disciples of the Son He gave us. the name of Xavier to her own.
And in gratefully doing so, we
The order quickly grew, and
come to see that through Mother Cabrini’s gratitude to God
stewardship, God’s love is brought again evidenced itself by her trust
to perfection in us. We begin to in His generous providence.
understand, at last, that stewardship Despite lack of funds and other
is love.
obstacles, additional houses for the
A Grateful Saint
order were opened. Mother Cabrini
St. Frances Xavier Kobrin
even won approval to establish two
1850-1917
houses, a school, and a children’s
Although every saint has home in Rome.
demonstrated their gratitude to God
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Pilgrims

Some of the Pilgrims

The Holy Grotto in Lourdes

Life-size Stations of the Cross at Lourdes
by Claretta Lamusga
There were twenty-five in our
pilgrimage group, mostly Christ the
King members along with Father
Tetlow and a few others, when we
met at Jacksonville International
Airport on April 5.
I’m writing this from my own
point of view so all pilgrims may
not agree with everything I say. We
were all very excited about the
pilgrimage we were about to begin,
looking forward to seeing Lourdes
and Fatima, where our Blessed
Mother had appeared, and to some
sightseeing and fun in Spain,
France and Portugal.
The first leg of our trip took us
to Detroit, Michigan, and was quite
uneventful. We would have a little
less than three hours before
catching a plane to Amsterdam so
we scattered and had lunch in
various places and boarded the
plane on time.
Unfortunately, there was a
mechanical problem with the plane
and we had to wait for repairs.
Three hours later the plane took off
for Amsterdam.
Of course, connections to
Barcelona and other cities were
missed by many on our plane, so
we stood in line for about 45
minutes to get seats on a later
flight.
We finally arrived at our hotel
in downtown Barcelona about 4:30
p.m. instead of noon. We were very
happy to get to our rooms. The
“Catalonia” hotel is truly a
beautiful old place with teakwood
floors and Italian marble.
Most of us put our feet up and
rested ‘til time for dinner at 8:00
p.m., though a few tough souls
went shopping. After dinner we
went for a walk in the square where

there was a lot of activity such as
music and entertainers. We were
told this goes on nearly every
Friday and Saturday night from
about 9:00 p.m. to 5:00 or 6:00
a.m..
The next morning (Sunday) we
got up at 6:45 a.m. and after having
a continental breakfast, we went on
a bus tour of Barcelona.
One of the most interesting
sights was the “Temple de la
Segrada Familia.” It has four
towers at present and when it is
finished it will have eighteen
towers. They started building it in
1866 and have been working on it
(slowly, I guess) ever since!
Also an unusual television
tower can be seen from most areas
of the city. It is sort of a 3/4 circle
with a spire in the center of it.
We left for Montserrat about
noon and walked the interesting
areas of this little village until
almost 4:00 p.m. when Father
Tetlow celebrated Mass in the little
chapel of “The Black Madonna.” It
is a beautiful Chapel and in fact
much of Montserrat is bountiful in
both natural and man-made beauty.
We went back to our hotel in
Barcelona and from there “strolled”
to a restaurant for dinner.
On Monday we again had an
early continental breakfast and
checked out of the hotel. We
boarded the bus and headed for
France. It was great seeing the
snow topped mountains in the
distance.
On the bus we watched The
Story of Bernadette to preparing us
for Lourdes. Along the way we
stopped near Toulouse, France, at a
very old town with cobblestone
streets barely wide enough for one
car to drive. All the buildings were

A view of the original site of the apparitions in Fatima
made of stone. We had a delicious
ham and cheese sandwich on a
fresh baguette, did a little shopping,
and checked out the old aboveground cemetery, similar to those in
New Orleans.
We arrived in Lourdes with just
enough time to freshen up before
walking to the Basilica of Saint
Ann’s Church where Father Tetlow
said Mass in a tiny Chapel in one
wing of the church.
The entire town has steep hills
(very hard on arthritic knees). We
had dinner at the hotel and anyone
who felt their knees could take it
(one more time) went with lighted
candles to process to the Saint
Bernadette grotto. There must have
been close to a thousand people in
the procession and it was a very
touching experience.
Tuesday morning we luckily
were able to sleep in ‘til 8:00 a.m.
at which time we had breakfast at
the hotel. It was better than
previous breakfasts.
We then went to Mass at Saint
Ann’s in another little Chapel. The
next thing on the agenda was to
tour the home in which Saint
Bernadette was born and the one in
which she later lived.
The first of the homes was
larger but the family fell on hard
times and they had to move to one
room that had formerly been a jail.
This is where they lived at the time
Bernadette had the visions of Our
Blessed Mother.
As you probably know, at first
her priest didn’t believe her and he
told her to ask the Lady’s name if
she appeared again. Bernadette was
with her sister and a friend. She
asked them if they had seen the
beautiful lady and they had not. In
the third apparition the lady spoke

for the first time. She asked
Bernadette to come to this spot for
fifteen days and she said “I cannot
promise you happiness in this
world but only in the next.”
After this, many people
followed her to the grotto each day
and saw that she looked very happy
and almost in a trance. When the
priest asked her how she felt she
said, “when I see her I feel as if I
am no longer of this world. When
the vision disappears I’m amazed
to find myself still here.”
On the eighth day Mary said,
“do penance” and “pray for the
conversion of sinners.” Later, Mary
told her to go to a spot pointed out
to her and “drink of the water and
wash yourself.” Bernadette went
there and was disheartened and
ridiculed by the townspeople
because there was only mud. But
the next day water had sprung forth
in that very spot and continues to
spring forth to this day. On the 12th
day the first miracle occurred. A
woman with a paralyzed arm
dipped it in the healing waters and
a warmth shot through her arm and
her fingers straightened for the first
time in her life. The paralysis was
completely gone. On March 25th
after Bernadette had requested the
lady’s name four times, she
answered her, “I am the
Immaculate
Conception.”
Bernadette hurried to tell the priest
and he wrote the bishop that he now
believed in the apparitions.
Since March 1st, 1858, the
church has recognized 65 miracles
at
Lourdes.
About
5,000
unexplained healings have also
taken place. More amazing is the
fact that millions of spiritual and
moral healings have occured.
Most of us went to the waters
this day and it was such a spiritual
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Father John Tetlow, Louie O’Neal

The Basilica at Lourdes
experience. When I think of the
many men and women who donate
their time to helping all who come
to the shrine and work with such
kindness, it is so very humbling.
Those gathered prayed along
the outdoor Stations of the Cross on
the mountainside.
We had dinner at the hotel that
evening and most of us again went
in the candle procession to the
grotto. It had been an exhausting
but spiritually fulfilling day.
We were fortunate enough to
have Mass the following morning
with Father Tetlow at the Grotto at
6:45 a.m. After breakfast we
boarded the bus and headed west to
Zaragoza. There we saw the Shrine
of Our Lady of Pilar where our
Blessed Mother appeared to Saint
James, the patron saint of Spain,
and Father Tetlow celebrated Mass
there.
We motored to Madrid, the
capital of Spain, where we enjoyed
a morning bus tour of the city. Later
in the day our bus took us to
Toledo, famous for its silver, where
we enjoyed an afternoon of
sightseeing and shopping.
We went back to Madrid in the
evening for dinner and a night on
the town.
The next day we visited the
Monastery of El Escorial and the
“Valley of the Fallen” where a
gigantic cross and a huge basilica
are carved out of the rocky
mountainside. It is a memorial to
the victims of the Spanish Civil
War.
We went on to Avila, the city of
kings and of saints. The city is

Cathedral, Santiago de Compostella

completely encircled by 11th
century walls. This is the birthplace
of Saint Theresa, one of the great
mystics of the church. We attended
Mass at the Convent of Saint
Theresa and then went to
Salamanca where St. Theresa’s
body is preserved at Albedo
Tormes.
We then motored on to the
birthplace of Saint John of the
Cross in Fontivoros, and spent the
night in Santiago.
Santiago is one of the greatest
pilgrimage centers in the world. We
had dinner at a very old restaurant
consisting of paella, cream of carrot
soup, bread, chicken and french
fries and ice cream. They seemed to
serve french fries at almost every
lunch and dinner that we had. The
food appears to be improving as we
travel on but I am still waiting and
hoping for a good cup of coffee.
They mostly give you a half cup of
super strong coffee and a half cup
of warm milk, still leaving the
coffee much too strong for me.
Santiago is not a very large city
but thousands of people visit there
annually to see the Benedictine
Monastery and the very beautiful
Cathedral of Saint James and the
Cloistered Nuns Convent. Saint
James was the first apostle to be
martyred.
It was very cold and windy and
since it is on a very high hill, the
bus couldn’t navigate through the
area. There were many steps and
steep ramps which took a toll on
those knees, ankles, hips, backs,
etc. Some of us begged off about
half way through the day and sat in
a restaurant drinking hot chocolate

The Basilica of Fatima

and lunching for a few hours.
Father Tetlow celebrated Mass for
us in the nearby Basilica. We then
trudged on to the bus pick-up area
feeling that it was a beautiful day.
We arrived at the hotel with time to
rest before going to dinner.
This area supposedly has the
best potatoes in the world and they
were very good even though I don’t
normally like potatoes very much.
(I am really missing vegetables by
this time as most meals have 2 or 3
starches and very few veggies.)
While in Santiago we also saw
the Church of San Francisco that
was built in honor of Saint Francis
of Assisi.
The following morning we had
Mass at a beautiful cathedral built
of shells and then we left for
Pontevedra, another great Spanish
shrine.
We arrived in the city of Porto
about noon, had lunch and a wine
tasting and tour of a winery. We
were now on our way to Fatima but
stopped in Coimbra to see the
Convent where Lucia lives. She is
94 years old and the only one alive
of the three children who saw the
apparitions of Mary at Fatima. Both
Jacinta and Francisco died very
young of pneumonia.
In the evening we attended a
service at the Little Chapel of
Apparitions and then went in a
candlelight procession to the place
on the hill where Mary appeared.
The original little chapel has
been replaced due to its state of
disrepair. The new chapel is
surrounded by an open air Church

which is covered by a roof and
holds about 1000 people. On this
property there is also a basilica that
has large pictures of Francisco and
Jacinta on the front of it.
The children actually lived in
the little town of Aljustrel which
we visited after Mass the next day.
We then traveled on to Lisbon,
Portugal. The country is rocky and
beautiful with very few towns and
cities. Lisbon is a large city of
about 640,000.
In the evening we went to
dinner, and were entertained by
traditional “Fado” music and
dancing.
Of the entire trip, my personal
favorite would be the visit to
Lourdes, followed by Fatima.
Barcelona
was
also
quite
memorable.
We all were amused by the
assortment of “ways to flush a
toilet.” Whenever we stopped, we
would ask “did you have a hard
time finding the flusher?” as there
were so many different types of
operations. We thought maybe
someone should write an article
titled “101 Ways To Flush A
Toilet.”
Overall, we had a wonderful
and spiritual journey. The only
drawback was having to unpack
and re-pack our luggage seven out
of twelve days. Our clothes were
looking quite rumpled by the end.
I personally would like to thank
Father Tetlow for his spiritual
direction and good humor along the
way and Pat Thomas for all the
time she spent since September
11th trying to get a trip organized.
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Teen’s Commitment
To Service
Doesn’t Go Unnoticed
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CKCCW
Fashion Show

Amanda Kehrt
by Teen Stewardship Committee
Teens in our Stewardship
Program are very familiar with
committing their time and talent to
Christ the King and our
community. However, there is one
graduating senior that stands out
above the rest. Having completed
over 200 service hours per year for
each of her years at Bishop Kenny,
Amanda “Mandy” Kehrt stands out
above the rest.
Mandy spent her early school
years at Christ the King before
continuing on to Bishop Kenny.
Once she started at Bishop Kenny,
she discovered it was not all that
difficult to find ways to fulfill the
40 service hour minimum required
to be in the Stewardship Program.
“I do enjoy volunteering. It’s taught
me how lucky I am and to be
thankful for my blessings.
Volunteering has also helped me
grow spiritually by showing me the
good in all kinds of people,” says
Mandy.
Mandy has spent her summers
volunteering at a church camp that
she herself attended when she was
very young. “It’s my favorite
service project,” according to
Mandy. She also has spent many
hours at the soup kitchen, assisting
teachers at Christ the King, and
helping out with many parish

dinners and school receptions, just
to name a few.
How does she find the time to
maintain her honor roll status,
participate in various sports and
club activities at Bishop Kenny and
work part time? “It does get hectic,
but I’m determined,” according to
Mandy.
Because
of
this
determination and commitment, it
has made Mandy eligible for many
scholarships. She recently was
awarded the Target Scholarship for
her hard work and effort.
When asked if she’ll continue
to volunteer after graduating, she
replied, “I’m hoping to find a
church and become involved in the
community where I’ll be attending
college. I know that will help me to
continue to grow spiritually.”
Mandy is the daughter of Dan
and Robin Kehrt who are familiar
faces around the parish for
volunteering their time and talent.
After graduating from Bishop
Kenny Mandy will be attending
college in Gainesville and will be
pursuing a career in criminal
justice.
The Stewardship Program
wishes Mandy all the best in
pursuing her goals and for being a
wonderful example to others,
especially her peers.

CKCCW President Daisy McDonald with Pastor Father Thanh

Modeling spring fashions

Everything I need to know about life,
I learned from Noah’s Ark...
submitted by Kathy Daniels
found on the internet
One: Don’t miss the boat
Two: Remember that we are all in
the same boat.
Three: Plan ahead. It wasn’t
raining when Noah built the Ark.
Four: Stay fit. When you’re 600
years old, someone may ask you
to do something really big.
Five: Don’t listen to critics; just
get on with the job that needs to
be done.
Six: Build your future on high
ground.

Seven: For safety’s sake, travel in
pairs.
Eight: Speed isn’t always an
advantage. The snails were on
board with the cheetahs.
Nine: When you’re stressed, float
a while.
Ten: Remember, the Ark was
built by amateurs; the Titanic by
professionals.
Eleven: No matter the storm,
when you are with God, there’s
always a rainbow waiting.

Playing “Rummy Cube”
by Claretta Lamusga
On February 16th the members
of the Council of Catholic Women
and their guests enjoyed a day of
cards and other games. Some of our
members modeled an assortment of
lovely affordable clothing from JC
Penney. It was pleasant to see the
lovely spring outfits in an array of
designs and colors, both bright and
pastels. Father Thanh stopped by

for some fun and modeled his
“black suit and vest.”
Our lunch was catered by the
Golden Corral and all the door
prizes were beautifully wrapped by
Daisy McDonald. The table
decorations and the hall decor were
by Nilka Kinser. We want to thank
all who helped, including the
Bishop Kenny girls, and all those
who in any way made our party a
success.
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Christ the King - St. Vincent de Paul’s Helen Ramos
by Frank Becht
Helen Peabody Ramos was
brought up in the small town of
Laurel, Nebraska. Helen graduated
from high school in 1951 and then
attended the College of St. Mary’s,
in Omaha, a two-year Catholic
college of 200 students. While
teaching, she continued her
education at the University of
Omaha, now the University of
Nebraska. She is proud to have
been the first college graduate in
her family.
She met her husband, Martin, at
a dance in Omaha in 1960. They
were married in Omaha in 1963.
Martin, who had grown up in
Texas, had been in the Air Force.
He wasn’t happy with the cold
climate of Omaha so they narrowed
down desirable places to live to
California and Florida. Florida won
out as the warmer climate so they
moved.
They first moved to Keystone
Heights, Clay County in 1964;
Martin attended the University of
Florida and Helen was employed as
a guidance counselor by the Clay
County School Board. In 1966,
they decided to move to
Jacksonville,
where
Martin
attended Jacksonville University.
After earning a degree in
accounting, he went to work for the
accounting firm of Tyson and
Meek. Later, he took an
administrative position with
Baptist Hospital; Helen worked for
the Duval County School Board as
a guidance counselor until 1987. In
1979, they decided to buy Kona
Skate Park, but continued working
their current jobs while running a
full time business. Even after
Martin’s death in 1995, the
business continued in the family,
and is now operated by Helen and
her son, Martin.
Helen and Martin had three
children: Michelle, who is married
and living in Mississippi; Martin,
single, who lives at Jacksonville
Beach and runs Kona Skate Park on
a full time basis; Stacy, single, lives
in Annapolis, Maryland, is a
Human Resource person with
ARC, INC, a technology firm.
It sounds as though Helen is a
100 percent business woman. Not
true! When she came to Christ the
King, she became very involved in
many ministries and continues so.
She has been a faithful member
of Nocturnal Adoration for many
years. Daily Adoration was
instituted in Christ the King and
she spends time daily before the
Blessed Sacrament every day
except Sunday.
She was installed as a
Eucharistic Minister by Monsignor
Mortimer Danaher in 1986 and
currently serves at the 7:00 a.m.
Mass every Sunday and at other
times as necessary.
She became a Faith Sharing
member beginning with the Renew
program in 1985. As a result of the
discontinuance of the Grable group
for health reasons in 1998, she and
the other members of the group
joined the Frank/Betty Becht
group.
She is an excellent facilitator
for whatever topic is assigned; her
experience in teaching prepared her
well for this role.

She has been a lector doing the
readings for the 6:30 a.m. Mass for
ten years. She now has passed this
responsibility to others.
Helen religiously participates
in Coffee and Donuts after the 7:00
a.m. Mass. It is her goal to meet
someone new and invite them into
a Church ministry.
Then, there’s the St. Vincent de
Paul Society. She’s a relative
newcomer, being involved only
three years, but wait to hear what
she does. Helen is the Christ the
King office coordinator which
means she oversees the staffing of
the office and helping other
volunteers with daily problems.
This also includes seeing that the
pantry is properly stocked to meet
the needs of those seeking help at
Christ the King. Another daily
function is to be sure the staff has
adequate bag lunches for daily
distribution.
In addition, she is the Society
secretary attending meetings every
Monday evening, and other
administrative duties. Helen Ramos
says St. Vincent de Paul Society is
a prayer ministry serving the
physical needs of those in need
within the boundaries of Christ the
King. Other dedicated members
include Ernie Waller, President,
several vice presidents and Chris
Bodin, Treasurer. There are
numerous volunteers who help staff
the office daily, make bag lunches,
stock the pantry and make on site
visits to verify the need of those
seeking help.
By now you probably think
Helen Ramos is a religious nut!
Perish the thought! There’s yet
another side of her, not to mention
that she’s taken care of her 91 year
old mother, Helen Margaret
(“Mom” as many call her) for
several years.
Helen is an avid walker and
runner.
She
has
run
in
Jacksonville’s Gate River Run for
13 years beginning in 1989. In
2002, she finished the run but says
it was the hardest ever. She walks
to church Monday - Friday, a
distance of about a mile each way.
After she returns home from 6:30
a.m. Mass, she then does her daily
run.
To supplement these activities,
she’s also involved in Pallotta
Works, a bike/walk run for charity
on occasion.
Enough, you say! Just thinking
of all that she does in Christ the
King and the Jacksonville
community makes me tired. But
isn’t she a tremendous example to
us all? Just in talking to her, she
generates so much enthusiasm in
those around her. All this coming
from a skinny little lady of little
over 100 pounds.
Helen, you are a fabulous
example to all of us, fellow church
members and new people you
meet. It’s difficult to think we can
ever emulate you.
You have done so much for
Christ the King and Jacksonville.
We are glad you moved from
Nebraska to Florida. We are lucky
to have you as one of us. Thank
you!
The following is one of several
prayer cards used by the St. Vincent
de Paul Society

Helen and Martin Ramos

Helen Ramos and her mother Helen Peabody

Helen running the Gate River Run

St. Vincent de Paul Prayer Card
God of love and mercy,
you call us to be Your
people,
you gift us with Your
abundant grace.
Make us a holy people,
radiating the fullness of
Your love.
Form us into a community,
a people who care,
expressing Your
compassion.

Remind us day after day of
our baptismal call to serve,
with joy and courage.
Teach us how to grow in
wisdom and grace and joy
in Your presence.
Through Jesus and in Your
Spirit, we make this prayer.
Amen.
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Knights of Columbus
Council 4727

Successful
Road Cleanup
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Habijax and
Christ the King

Volunteers At Work On House 800

Volunteers at work

Bill Damato and friends at Habijax House 800
by Eileen Porter
by Mike Yarborough
The first cleanup of Lone Star
Road on January 19th was a
tremendous success by Knights of
Columbus, Council 4727. Our
group of volunteers bagged up nine
bags of trash and debris on Lone
Star Road between Townsend
Boulevard and Lillian Road. My
thanks to Joann Crow of the City of
Jacksonville
Adopt-a-Road
Program for meeting us Saturday
morning and providing us with

vests, bags, and gloves to aid us in
the cleanup. She also presented our
council with a framed certificate
that will be proudly displayed in
our new hall. And a BIG THANK
YOU to all volunteers: Steve,
Maryellen, Angela, Michael and
David Bell, Troupe and Larry
Turner, Grand Knight George
Coseo, Jim Middleton, Jesse
Morgan, Mike Capizzi and his
grandson Matthew Masters, Ralph
Mosely and myself and my sons
Bobby and David Yarborough.

Habijax reached a milestone in
the year 2001 by completing its
800th home. Bill Damato and
Christ the King’s Habijax team are
justly proud of having worked with
the coalition of Catholic churches
who built this home. The coalition
consists of Assumption, San Jose
and San Juan Del Rio parishes, as
well as Christ the King parish.
Christ the King has participated
in the Habijax program since 1993.
In 1994 it was the first local
Catholic parish to sponsor a house

of its own. In 1998 Catholics for
Habijax approached our parish
about the prospect of joining forces
for future sponsorship in order to
share the responsibility of
financing as well as maximizing
the benefit of talent and of in kind
donations. This alliance has proved
to be successful for all parties
concerned.
Later this year Catholics for
Habijax, with Christ the King
participating, will again build a
house. What a great example of
stewardship in action.
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A Greeter’s Story
by Olin Middleton
When I was much younger I
attended Mass each Sunday with
my mother, my brothers, and my
sister. I went through the doors and
did not speak to anyone unless I
saw a relative or a close friend. I
attended Mass, I did not take part in
Mass. Everything was in Latin and
I didn’t know Latin. I was just
there.
Things are different now. I am
an usher at the 8:30 a.m. Mass. I
kneel, I stand, and I say the
responses. I sing along with the
choir. I pass the collection basket. I
monitor each row of pews as the
faithful line up to receive Holy
Communion. I actually take part in
Mass.
Before Mass I am a greeter. I
stand at the entrance and open the
door as worshipers arrive. I greet

everyone with a smile and say,
“Good morning, how are you
today?” I even hug and kiss some
of the ladies. People reply with a
smile and a kind word.
As a greeter I sometimes think
that I might be lifting someone’s
spirits. Someone may come in with
a grumpy attitude because of a bad
Saturday night. Someone may be in
a bad mood because they got up on
the wrong side of the bed. Maybe
my “good morning” puts them in a
better frame of mind. They take
part in Mass just as I do.
When they exit I say
“Goodbye. I hope you have a nice
week,” and hand them a bulletin.
I’ll see them again next Sunday
and I will repeat the procedure.
This is my duty, this is one of my
services to God, this is part of my
participation in Mass, not just
being there.

It Does Pay To Read
Your Bulletin!

by Debra Scobie
Does your ministry need a little
excitement? Try taking on a little
more. I volunteered for the Altar
Society to assist in getting the
priests’ vestments dry-cleaned and
got more than I bargained for! Mr.
Richard Hulcher volunteered his
services to help me since I work
full time and he is retired spending
most of his daytime hours helping
others.
I planned to meet Mr. Hulcher
on Saturday and take most of the
red and violet vestments as
instructed by Father Thanh.
However, a couple of days later
Father called and advised me that
he needed the red vestments for the
coming Saturday’s Confirmation.
I called the dry-cleaner to be
sure the vestments would be ready
and he assured me they would be.
Thinking everything was taken
care of I assumed Mr. Hulcher
would pick them up when the drycleaner opened for business around
9:00 a.m. Saturday morning.
Saturday arrived and I was
getting ready to go to 8:15 a.m.
Mass, the phone rang and you can
guess who was calling – Father
Thanh. He wanted to know where
the vestments were. I told him that

they would be in the church later
that morning, but he advised me
that Confirmation was to begin at
9:00 a.m.
It pays to read your bulletin!
My husband, Dennis, was kind
enough to search through the phone
book and locate the dry-cleaner’s
home because there was no answer
at the business. We hurried out the
door, (he was not exactly dressed
for church), we drove around for a
while (not exactly obeying the
speed limit) and eventually located
the home. While looking at my
watch I was saying prayers on the
doorstep. Nathalie, the drycleaner’s daughter, was home and
said she would open for us. We
arrived at the business at the same
time and gathered all the red
vestments available.
There we were, Dennis and I,
carrying in the vestments (holding
them in front of our faces) through
the church as it was filling with
parents and family members for
Confirmation. We arrived around
8:50 a.m. and the service went on.
It does pay to read your
bulletin!
Special thanks to parishioners
Sanchez and Lovella Chua at Plaza
Cleaners on Beach Blvd. who
provide free dry cleaning for the
priests’ vestments.
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MOMS
An Invitation To
Mothers of All Ages
by Donna Iglesias
If you are a mom looking to
build a deeper relationship with
God, wanting to meet new friends,
or just trying to find some peace or
time for yourself, think about
joining our next Ministry of
Mothers Sharing session. Sessions
will be held at two separate times
for your convenience. There will be
a morning session which will begin
at 8:30 a.m. (free childcare
provided) and an evening session
which begins at 7:00 p.m. Each
session lasts two hours, including
time for refreshments. The sessions
will be held this Fall beginning in
September. Watch the bulletin for
further details.
What is MOMS?
MOMS, which stands for
Ministry of Mothers Sharing, is a
“spiritual journey” designed
specifically for mothers (of all
ages). It is a time for reflection,
meeting new friends and personal
growth. The 8 week sessions
include topics for exploration, and
sharing such as: self-esteem and
self-awareness; stress, worries and
anxiety; everyday spirituality;
feelings;
personal
growth;
expressing your values in
friendships; and discernmentcontinuing the journey. The
sessions
conclude
with
a
“Celebration of New Beginnings”
which is a dinner with other
“MOMS graduates,” in honor of
the new participants for their
completion of the journey.
For most moms, finding time to
reflect and pray is not easy. This is
one way to do just that! Each
participant is given a journal book
filled with reflection questions for
the week. They are to spend some
quiet time answering a few
questions and then bring their
completed “homework” to the next
session. The session allows time
for sharing in groups of two and for
sharing with the entire group-if you
wish. Sometimes hearing that
someone else shares the same
problem or concern can be very
comforting! Some women find it
refreshing just to have someone
listen to them for a change, or offer
a simple “I know what you mean I’ve been there myself!” Many
women create special bonds of
friendship that will last a lifetime.
MOMS helps mothers to
rekindle their relationship with
God. Many women bring this
peace home to their families,
strengthening them also. Many
begin to pray more, attend daily
Mass, or just become more aware
of the God-filled moments in
everyday life as a mom. Simple

things like laundry and dishes are a
little more tolerable when offered
as a prayer to God. MOMS helps
mothers realize that “mothering” is
a ministry, and a special gift given
to us by God and therefore, all the
mundane, tedious jobs we do ARE
important to Him.
All mothers, regardless of age,
share a common bond of raising
God’s children. Mothers of older
children have much to offer
younger mothers in terms of
wisdom that only experience
allows. The MOMS journey also
allows mothers of older children
time to reflect on who they are, and
where they are going now that their
children are demanding less of
them. The discernment session of
the journey helps moms to explore
ways to get involved in their parish
or community using the gifts and
talents that God has given them.
Join the next Ministry of
Mothers Sharing sessions. Come
and see why MOMS has enhanced
the lives of so many mothers across
the nation.
Belong to the
community of MOMS here at
Christ the King and get to know
other moms who value the gift of
motherhood.
You can register for the Fall
sessions by mailing the registration
form below. There is a $30 fee to
cover the cost of your journal and
materials. You can mail a checkpayable to Donna Iglesias (Christ
the King MOMS), or you may pay
later. Space is limited, so register
early.
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A Celebration of
New Beginnings
by Donna Iglesias
The Ministry of Mothers
Sharing welcomed 15 new
participants during a wonderful
dinner celebration held in their
honor. This “Celebration of New
Beginnings” took place in the
Shirley David Hall decorated in a
“Fall Harvest” theme. Around 70
people were in attendance
including our new participants,
“graduated” MOMS members, and
other special guests. The MOMS
Ministry would like to thank our
special guests for attending: Father
Thanh, Father Noonan and Father
Carr. We also thank Patrice Pruitt,
Vice President of the Christ the
King Council of Catholic Women
(CKCCW), for her attendance and
support. In addition, we thank our
guest speaker, Donnell Baer, who
spoke about “The Power of Faith
and Prayer.” Donnell is an
inspiration to us all! She reminds us
to remain faithful to God, trusting
in His will for us even during the
greatest trials and suffering in our
lives.
In addition to the wonderful
food and the companionship of
good friends, the evening was also
filled with many laughs and a few
tears. Each new participant was

introduced to her prayer partner
who had been praying for her
during the past 8 weeks. A special
bond is created for many that will
remain forever. The participants
were also awarded a certificate in
recognition of their special gift or
talent that was evident to others
during the time they spent together
sharing throughout the sessions. Its
always touching to see the women
affirmed for the beautiful gifts that
God has given to each of them.
The evening concluded with
prayer and song, everyone gathered
in a circle, symbolizing our
connection to one another as part of
a community - a community of
Christ the King and a community
of God - as we are all members of
the Body of Christ.
Our Fall 2001 Ministry of
Mothers Sharing participants were:
Eleanor Dioso, Staci Duncan,
Patricia Maroney, Mouna Khoury,
Laura Ogin, Carol Smith, Beth
Scanlan, Sallie Wnuk, Beth Cap,
Lisa Gable, Grit Rhoden, Sanaa
Saliba, Cynthia Surles, Donna
Taylor, and Lisa Van Gorder.
There will be Fall sessions
beginning some time in September.
Please watch your bulletin for
further details.

The Annual
Diocesan Music
Festival

Christ The King Violins
by Kathy Nichols
The University of North
Florida hosted this years Diocesan
Music Festival on March 7, 2002.
Participating schools included
Annunciation, Assumption, Bishop
Kenny, Christ the King, St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton, Holy Spirit,
Resurrection, Palmer Catholic
Academy, Sacred Heart, St. Joseph,
St. Matthew, St. Pius, San Jose, and
San Juan del Rio: St. Patrick,
Jacksonville;
St.
Patrick,
Gainesville; St. Paul, Jacksonville
Beach; St. Paul, Riverside..

The bleachers were filled with
young singers, all dressed in black
and white ... very professional!
With special guest conductor Sister
Marie Therese Evrard, SSJ, the
choirs sang a series of songs
accompanied by many musicians
on piano, percussion, brass, flute
and strings. Parents, relatives and
friends,
with
camera
and
camcorders in hand, all sat on the
opposing bleachers. It was
refreshing to see our young people
“singing a new song unto the
Lord.”
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The Parish Council

by Katie Knowsit
This is the last column about
the Parish Council for the 20012002 school year and so, Katie will
try to fill you in on what your
Parish Council has been doing and
will be doing in the near future for
our very active parish.
Our pastor, Father Thanh wants
all the ministries to begin thinking
about how the gift of hospitality is
used in relationship to their own
individual ministries. Hospitality is
defined as a friendly reception
toward guests. This month the
Ministries of Ushers, Greeters, and
Legion of Mary will take time out
to reflect on ways that hospitality is
expressed in their ministry. All of
us as members of Christ the King
should give some thought to how
we might make people feel
welcome here at our church home.
Hospitality should be evident as
soon as we drive into the parking
lot.
As usual Katie will put the
spotlight on several very distinct
and totally different ministries.
Each in their right has their own
brand of hospitality that caters to
the people they serve. Hospitality
should be extended to all from the
oldest to the youngest.
And speaking of the youngest
brings to mind one ministry that
will be very prominent this
summer, Vacation Bible School.
Betty Wheeler who heads this
ministry is very excited to get this
ministry moving again. If you
recall our parish had not been able
to hold a Vacation Bible School due
to all the school construction that
was taking place. Construction at
Christ the King is complete
therefore the plan is to hold a Bible
School toward the end of July.
Betty has been gathering material
and assembling the people to make
this the best ever Vacation Bible
School at Christ the King. So be
looking in your Church Bulletins
on Sunday for news about dates
and registration that will be
forthcoming. It will be fun!
Another example of hospitality
at Christ the King is the annual
Volunteer Dinner. The number of

parishioners
who
give
of
themselves freely to make this
parish a better place surely mounts
into the hundreds. If you look down
the list of ministries in the Christ
the King Bulletin it is very evident
that service to others is a keynote of
the many ministries. This year it
will be held on Thursday, the 30th
of May. Father Thanh, Pat Thomas
and the entire pastoral staff take
this opportunity to thank all those
who give of their time, talent, and
treasure. What could be more
hospitable than the church family
gathering together to celebrate and
thank God for all the blessings
bestowed this year on our parish.
So, volunteers mark your calendars
and get ready to party!
The last ministry to be in the
spotlight is the prayer ministry of
Nocturnal Adoration. Is there
anything more hospitable than
knowing that the Lord welcomes
you into His chapel just waiting to
receive your prayers of praise and
hearing of the events in your daily
life? As the name implies this
ministry goes into service when
most of us are fast asleep. They
meet the First Friday of the month
beginning at 10:00 p.m. and
continue in prayer till 8:00 a.m. the
following morning. There are 10
groups at the present. Each group,
called a band, gathers together in
the chapel for both oral and private
prayer. Each band gives an hour of
time. Eight of these bands are
rotating in that they rotate their
hour each month. There are two
stationary bands that have just been
added and they begin at 6:00 a.m.
and end at 8:00 a.m. This
wonderful ministry is headed by
Paul Ghiotto. If you are interested
in this powerful ministry you may
contact Paul at 727-5040.
That being said it is time for
Katie to close the door on another
successful year with your
ministries at Christ the King. If the
good Lord is willing, Katie will be
back at her site next school year
telling you of all the happenings at
the best parish in Jacksonville.
Until then have a safe and happy
summer.

May, 2002

Christ the King Catholic Church

First Coast
Birthday Party

The Nocturnal
Adoration Myth
by Frank Becht

by Eileen Porter
One of the most rewarding
activities of the CKCCW is the
monthly birthday party they
arrange for the residents of First
Coast Nursing Home. Each month
a different circle is responsible for
having a birthday cake made and
several circle members deliver the
cake and give a birthday party for
as many of the residents as are able
to attend.

The residents enjoy the singing
and fellowship as much as they do
the refreshments. In February,
Circle Six, Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, served as hostesses. One of
the residents celebrated her 106th
birthday and was delighted with
her party.
Many residents came to the
party in wheel chairs or with
walkers, but that didn’t dampen
their
enthusiasm
or
their
participation in the festivities.

Our Guests Are
Coming
by Mary Ann Sullivan
We have guests arriving soon.
There is much to be done to prepare
for their coming. Is the house clean
and neat? Are the dishes ready for
the banquet? Are the linens neatly
pressed? Have we made sure all is
picked up and in proper order?
Have we dusted and made all
sparkling clean? Are the hand
towels ready? We have guests
coming soon. We want all to feel
welcome; to feel ...at home. Our

Guest of Honor is here. He is
waiting with open arms to greet
everyone.
Much like Martha and Mary in
the Bible, the Altar Society assists
in making Jesus’s house ready. It is
in the little tasks of everyday life
that we show our love for Jesus and
for His followers. A part of
hospitality in the Altar Society is in
preparing, and making ready for
guests to partake in the greatest
Banquet we have. It is our way of
saying... welcome, both to the
parishioners and to our God.
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“Can you not stay awake with
me for even one hour?” (Matthew
26:40) Many avoid Nocturnal for
the reason that spending one hour
before the Blessed Sacrament
between the hours of 10 p.m.
Friday and 6 a.m. Saturday
morning is more than they can
handle. Yet they can go to a movie,
play poker or be at a party till the
early hours of the morning.
Why is Nocturnal so difficult to
make a part of our religious
routine? We hesitate to make a
sacrifice; we rationalize that our
work schedule will suffer. There
are all sorts of excuses that keep us
from making an effort to enrich our
spiritual lives; we are just plain
lazy. Then, there’s the thought that
the neighbors will wonder about
our going out at all hours of the
night.
We had one such incident
involving Paul, a long time
Nocturnal member, and his wife
Hazel. Hazel’s sister was visiting
this particular Saturday morning
when Paul tip-toed out of the house
at 2 a.m., thinking he had
awakened no one. Wrong! Hazel’s
sister heard him and immediately
was upset, thinking that Paul was
on his way to a rendezvous with a
girl friend for Paul had dated many
of Hazel’s friends before their
marriage. Hazel’s sister was a good
Catholic girl, a graduate of Bishop
Kenny High School and should
have been aware of Nocturnal
Adoration. But she was so upset
she awakened Hazel with the news
and proceeded to inform her of her
husbands escapade. Hazel, of
course, shrugged it off and tried to

get back to sleep. Sister would have
none of that even after learning
Paul was on his way to Nocturnal.
Still being quite persistent, she
accused Hazel of harboring a
wayward husband and being a
negligent wife and mother. Finally,
Hazel was able to convince her that
Paul was really the perfect husband
trying to do his duty to God and his
family.
Paul sneaked back into the
house after his early morning
escapade at Nocturnal and not a
word was said.
So put away all those jitters and
excuses and join in the monthly
first Friday Nocturnal Adoration at
Christ the King. For further
information, call president Paul
Ghiotto at 727-5040.

Nocturnal News
On March 19th the Nocturnal
Adoration Society of Christ the
King held the first meeting of it’s
membership in several years. The
installation of new members took
place in the chapel and was
followed by an interesting
organizational meeting and a light
snack/social in the Parish Hall.
Nocturnal hours are being
extended from 6 a.m. to 8 a.m. on
Saturday morning, which will be
non-rotating hours for those who
wish set hours of adoration.
Over 100 members spent 893
hours
before
the
Blessed
Sacrament in 2001 and this does
not include adoration from 6 p.m.
to 10 p.m. (For which members are
needed on a non-rotating basis.)
For additional information, you
may also call Treasurer John
Faustini at 744-5445 or Secretary
Mary Ann Middleton at 743-3953.

Dodging Raindrops

EUCHARISTIC
ADORATION
ONE HOUR WITH JESUS
In
the
Garden
of
Gethsemani, before His
crucifixion, Jesus asked His
Apostles, “Could you not
keep watch with me for one
hour?” Spending one hour
with Jesus thus became a
tradition in the Church.
Let us set aside at least one
hour a week in front of the
Blessed Sacrament praying
for peace in the world.
Call Claretta at 743-9998
for more information.

by Eileen Porter
“Raindrops keep falling on my
head...” nice tune but not when you
are having a garage sale! It was
April 13th and Jean and Howard
Sell had again very generously
made their garage and yard
available for the K Cees annual
garage sale.
The tables were loaded with a
wide variety of items for sale.
There were computers, typewriters,
microwave ovens, radios, luggage
and an assortment of “stuff.” But it
was misting rain and not a day for

browsing and very few people
came. However, the resourceful
Jean Sell called a local radio station
and they allowed her to make a
sales pitch.
People began arriving in large
numbers, they ignored the rain and
made the garage sale a rousing
success. The ladies cleared more
than $600. As always the proceeds
go to charity.
Our deepest thanks to Jean and
Howard, to all those who donated
items to sell and to all those who
worked to make this an outstanding
success.
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FIRST ANNUAL CHRIST
CHURCH SPRING

by Patti Sloan
Music; smiling faces; fragrant
aromas; running feet; the splashing
of water and laughter in unison; the
warm sun bathing your body and
the fellowship of friends and
acquaintances. Children running
freely about the grounds, not a care
in the world, for they are in the
presence of family. No worries
about the kids, we all look after
them.
This is our Spring Carnival.
This is the day for our children to
run and play and be happy. We had
a grand time. So many games,
cotton candy, popcorn, where to
begin? We had bowling, fishing,
sponge painting and face painting,
to name a few. There was bingo, a
great many raffles, and a dunking
booth (in which many teachers, as
well as Father Thanh, allowed
themselves to be targets of the
students). Delicious hamburgers,
hot dogs and sausage dogs (don’t
forget the peppers and onions) were
served, along with beverages and
baked goods.
The Promise radio station was
present, playing great music for our
listening pleasure. Talented dancers
from area studios performed for the
crowd,
demonstrating
their
precision and grace. Karate kids
were present, demonstrating their
skill and strength for our visual
pleasure. These are only a sampling
of the fun activities available at our
carnival.
At the outset of this school
year, the FSA discussed the idea of
holding a carnival. It was important
to those involved that the carnival
be an event in which all could
participate. We emphasized the
importance of keeping the event
small and personal and we feel that
we accomplished our goal.
It is impossible to thank every
individual who made this day
possible. However, we would like
to thank Father Thanh, Pat Thomas,
and Janet Morton for their support,
enthusiasm and encouragement in
the planning of this day.
A special thanks to Gus
Carlson, Kathy Nichols and Dennis

Stoddard, who mobilized the event
and its committees. Gus worked
tirelessly and was instrumental in
the success of the carnival. To the
dads who built the booths, thank
you. It was great to see you in
fellowship early in the morning.
Room Mothers, you are a
wonderful support system and your
hard work in recruiting volunteers
is greatly appreciated. To moms
and dads who showed up early
Saturday morning to decorate, set
up, participate in and clean up
following the carnival, a huge
thank you.
Ladies of the CKCCW, you are
the best! How nice it was to
purchase our tickets from sweet
and smiling faces, not to mention
your professionalism in running the
ticket booth.
To the Knights of Columbus,
no major event at Christ the King
Church and School would be
complete without you. You arrived
early in the morning to prepare the
vegetables, working throughout the
day grilling the food and serving it.
Always with a smile upon your
faces ... you are truly amazing!
Now we must give a great big
thanks to the kids...”THANK
YOU, KIDS!” You made the day,
your laughter and excitement was
well worth the work that went into
the carnival. To be perched upon a
picnic table, watching all of you
was the best event of the day. No
tickets needed, we adults were free
to watch your excitement and
reminisce of the days when we
were little, running with boundless
energy and happiness. God gave to
us a perfect day to hold a carnival.
The weather was perfect, the
friendship was perfect, and the fun
was perfect. Many of us went home
really tired. But it was all great fun!
We look forward to next year’s
Spring Carnival and we invite any
and all ministries to participate in
the planning and implementation of
the day. We have special gifts that
God has given each of us...what a
unique opportunity to share
together in God’s graces.
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THE KING SCHOOL/
CARNIVAL

Thank you
The following is a list of organizations and businesses that we would
sincerely like to thank for their various contributions to the carnival and
throughout the year. Community is a vital component in the planning of
an event such as ours, and we would like to recognize the thoughtfulness
in supporting our Spring Carnival:
Adventure Entertainment
Angelo’s
Anheuser Busch
Applebee’s
Arlington Council #4727,
Knights of Columbus
Arlington School of
Massage
Blue Line Sportswear
Burger King
Campeche Bay
Car Spa
Carrol’s Meats
Carrousel Florist
Caruso Chrysler
Center Stage Studio
Chick-Fil-A
Chuck E. Cheese
Cotton’s BBQ
Creative Memories Cons.
Cynthia Surles

Caruso Chrysler
Dave & Busters
Deerwood Deli
First Union
Florida Theatre
Fraternal Order of Police
Gene’s Seafood
Granger Lumber
Grinders Café
Harmony Homes
Hidden Hills Country
Club
Intertek
Jacksonville Jaguars
Jacksonville Suns
Baseball
Jacksonville Zoo
Karate Arts
Kona Skate Park
Lowes
Mill Cove Golf Club

Mudville Grill
Nero’s
North Florida Livery
Services
Olive Garden
Pet Smart
Piccadilly
Publix
“Purple” the Clown
Ryan & O’Carroll’s
Scott Jones Dance Studio
Shoe Carnival
Skate World
Sonny’s BBQ
South Trust Bank
The Donut Shop
The Promise 106.5
Village Inn
YMCA Rock Climbing
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Legion of Mary

by Mike Mackin
The Legion of Mary has been in
our parish since March 10, 1979.
One of our primary duties then and
now is to greet the new
parishioners for Christ the King
Parish. We as Legionaries believe
that this front-line first impression
is most important to the people who
are joining our faith community.
We remember from the Old
Testament, the narrative of
Abraham who was sitting by his
tent at the hottest time of the day,
he
sees
three
strangers
approaching. At the time, he has no
idea that they are people of
distinction. They are actually God’s
messengers, announcing to him and
Sarah, his wife, that they will soon
become parents in their very
advanced years. As Catholic
brothers and sisters in Christ we all
have the distinction of being
baptized into the one true faith.
Legionaries want to be the
messengers
of
our
Faith
Community to welcome the new
parishioners.
In this day and age where we
hardly know our own neighbors,
we must try to gain the confidence
of
our
fellow
Catholics.
Legionaries must give that personal
touch in order to satisfy our
pastoral obligations while also
taking care to make the new
parishioner feel at home in our
parish. Whether door-to-door
visitation or registering our new
parishioners we as Legionaries
pray to the Holy Spirit and to Mary
that the words we speak are not
only spiritual but also extend the
warmest of welcomes. From our
handbook, “Every Legionary ought
to give at least a few minutes daily
to meditation or mental prayer and
to the reading of the Gospels.” In
meditation, without relying on any
set formula of prayer, we turn over
in our mind some one or other truth
of our religion. We endeavor to
appreciate it by faith, to embrace it
by hope, to abandon ourselves to it
by charity, and so raise our minds
to God.
Unfortunately the tradition of
hospitality has fallen on hard times.
We still freely invite people who
are close to us into our homes.
However, we find it difficult to
include strangers. Some of us have
lost that sense of community. Our
world is severely circumscribed by

our nuclear family and a few choice
people who are special to us. We
may live in a neighborhood, but we
are not part of a neighborhood.
When we belong to a parish, we
belong to that parish neighborhood.
When we welcome a new
parishioner we are welcoming
them to our neighborhood of Christ
the King. One of our duties in
registering new parishioners is to
share the Time and Talent brochure
describing the volunteer ministries
at Christ the King. Our parish is
blessed with over 45 ministries that
allows us to extend our faith
neighborhood to others. The wide
variety of ministries is offered to
new as well as existing
parishioners. Legion of Mary
members assist them in joining a
ministry and in becoming an active
family member of Christ the King.
We
encourage
each
new
parishioner to take the list home
and sign up for the ministries they
are interested in. Should they have
any questions they may call the
ministry leader that is listed in the
parish bulletin or they may call any
member of the Legion of Mary for
assistance.
Within our parish boundaries,
there are fallen away Catholics
who are lonely, overlooked and
isolated. The Legion of Mary in
their door-to-door visitation seek
them out and ask them to return to
the Church. We ask them if they are
attending Mass regularly, are their
children baptized and have they
received the sacraments that are
required. Sometimes they need a
priest to bless their marriage so
they can return to the sacraments.
There is one very sad thing we
find in going door-to-door seeking
fallen away Catholics. The person
may not be going to Mass for any
number of reasons. We find too
often when we ask why haven’t
you returned? The answer is “No
one has invited me back.” All of us
should extend the hospitality to all
our neighbors and invite them to
come and worship with us.
In short, we must keep alive the
spirit of hospitality, not just once a
day, but several times a day, every
day of the year. Thus, as we come
to our Mass or parish function, let
us continue to be willing to extend
a hand and a smile to all with
whom we come in contact. That
person may be the next new
member of our ministry.
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Arlington Knights
of Columbus
A NEW HOME

District Deputy Tom Bagby
and
Tom Claudio, G.K. of Council pause at the council door

Inside the Council Hall
by James Middleton
The Arlington Council of the
Knights of Columbus has acquired
a new home. On February 27th of
this year the Knights, through their
holding company the Arlington
Columbian Association, closed on
the acquisition of a building
located at 6030 Arlington
Expressway. The Knights have

moved into the building and have
begun cleanup of the grounds and
some alterations to the interior. The
council began meeting in their new
quarters in March and all future
meetings will be held there.
After completion of fix-ups an
open house and dedication will be
planned. Date and time will be
announced in the Parish Bulletin.
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Faith Sharing Group Seder
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L’Arche Harbor House Corner

Dolores Bianco is presented with a plaque for her years of service
by Pat Mayhew

New officers for L’Arche Harbor House Auxiliary
l-r: Sharon Toth, Sec.; Laura Morris, Vice-Pres.; Jeanne Vliek,
President; Shannon Ishee, Treasurer; Pat Setser, Silent Auction
Chairperson and Patrick Mayhew, Director
by Staff Writer
Many thanks to Christ the King
for allowing Harbor House to use
the baseball field for our thirteenth
annual
Apartment
Alliance
Baseball Benefit. We appreciate the
preparation work done to the field
prior to the game and the support
given to us throughout the day...
You are the best of neighbors!
by Paula Powell
The Faith Sharing Groups of
Christ the King met on Monday
evening of Holy Week to celebrate
with a Seder meal. The Seder Meal
is the Passover Supper that Christ
had at the Last Supper, Matthew
26:17. The meal is a Jewish and
Christian
tradition
and
commemorates the passing over of
the Jewish families on the night
that the first born were slain in
Egypt.
The evening began with the
celebration of Mass in the Church.
The group of about ninety people
then went to the Shirley David
Hall. The tables were set with
white cloths and each table had a
beautiful centerpiece of fresh cut
flowers and was set with china and

crystal - a fitting background for
this celebratory dinner.
Father Thanh led the group
through the traditional ceremony
explaining the different steps and
the reasons for them. We broke the
matzo, dipped the herbs in salted
water and raised a glass of wine or
grape juice. We sang traditional
songs and read the ritual prayers
and then we feasted on the
Passover meal of roasted lamb with
all the traditional foods.
Many people worked behind
the scenes to bring this meaningful
celebration together. The Faith
Sharing groups want to especially
thank our leader, Alick Hardie and
his wife Delwyn who planned and
organized this event. They worked
long and hard and always with
smiles on their faces. The evening
was interesting and fun.

A new slate of officers was
approved at our February 2002
L’Arche Harbor House Auxiliary
meeting.
Dolores Bianco was presented
with a plaque by Pat Mayhew
commemorating her six years of
service as President of the L’Arche
Harbor House Auxiliary. Dolores
will continue to serve Harbor
House in the coming years as VicePresident of the Board of Directors.

Morning Star
by Mary Weems
Morning
Star
Students
extended our Catholic Schools
Week activities with a three-week
“Random Acts of Kindness”
campaign. Students made extra
efforts to be aware of deeds and
words of kindness, helping others,
including everyone in play
activities, and asking ourselves
“What Would Jesus Do?” Barry the
Magician also visited for a
demonstration on magic and selfesteem, and the older students
participated in a workshop to learn
some special “tricks.”
We are especially proud of our
school wrestling team which was
formed at the beginning of the

school year. Under the direction of
two of our teachers, the Morning
Star team finished in third place in
their first competitive match.
Several of our students won
individual trophies, including first
place! We look forward to
competing again in April!
Our Student Council recently
sponsored a “Kiss the Pig” contest
to raise money for our school
library. Students contributed
money to the jars of individual
teachers. The five teachers with the
most money in their jars kissed
Yoda the pig. It was a fun contest,
the teachers were great sports, and
the Student Council raised several
hundred dollars to purchase videos
for our library.
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Upper Grades
Present
Spiritual Program
by Lucille Guzzone
In keeping with the season of
Lent, the Religious Education
School presented a spiritual
program which took place in the
Kingdome, on Wednesday evening,
March 6, at 7 p.m. Students in
grades 5 - 8 depicted the Stations of
the Cross as each grade
demonstrated a segment of Jesus’s
story as told in the Bible. The
teachers and students were aware
that they had only a limited time to
prepare since Confirmation was
held just two weeks before.

However, the group persevered
with separate rehearsals in the
classrooms, in the school hallway,
and finally as a complete group in
the Kingdome itself just one hour
before the presentation. But with
the help of parents who quickly put
together rudimentary costumes and
a script edited by teacher, Chuck
Medlock, the main idea of the
spirituality of the Lenten season
was successfully depicted to the
audience. Once again, it was a job
well done by the children of the
parish.

I Love America
by Michael S.
Grade 5
I love America. It’s the best
country in the world to live. People
here have freedom to make their
own decisions. We have a better
life in America than in any other
country. America is a fun place to
live. I’m proud to be an American,
and I wouldn’t want to ever live
anywhere else.
America is the land of freedom.
Dreaming is easy here when you
know you can do whatever you
want to with your life. You can be a
doctor, or an astronaut, or an
architect. Nobody ever says that a
dream is impossible in America.
With this freedom, even poor
people can become what they want.
They can get scholarships from
schools and companies. Everybody
is equal when it come to
opportunity. All you have to do is
want something, and there’s a way
to get it in America.

Courage
by Megan S.
Courage is when you know
you’re beat before you start,
but you start anyway.
Courage is when you stand up for
what you believe in.
Courage is showing you are
brave and not being scared.
Courage is helping others when
they are scared and they need
help.
Courage is standing up to those
who push people around.
Courage is given to men and
women who fight for our country.
Courage is a quality everyone
should possess!

We have a really good life in
America. There is probably no
other country where you have as
much food, medicine, technology,
education, security, or as many
rights and privileges. We are lucky.
People come from around the
world to try for this life. Americans
are proud, and have been even
more patriotic since the terrorist
attacks. We know what a good life
we have here.
America is the best place in the
world to have fun. We celebrate for
important holidays and we
celebrate for just the fun of it. With
all of the sports that we have, it’s
easy to find people who are
celebrating a win. Americans are
always in the mood to have fun. We
celebrate graduations, weddings,
new babies, promotions, and
especially summer vacation.
America is the place for fun.
Freedom and fun and the good
life are just some of the reasons that
I love my country. There are as
many reasons to love America as
there are people who live here.
When I see how people fight for
this country, it makes me think how
lucky I am to live here. It really is
the best place in the world. I hope
that God will always bless
America.

World Trade Center
Dedication Poem
by Chris R.
Wreckage surrounds my teary
eyes
Filling my heart with sorrow
Tall buildings once stood where I
now stand glimmering in the sun.
Shining God’s beauty below.
Countless souls
unaccounted for.
These buildings used to be the
heart of America.
They still stand in every
American heart.
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Memento
Of
Confirmation

The Religious Education confirmadi display their prayer cloth that
they made. Although it began as just a plain piece of beige felt, it
was transformed into a wonderful memento as each student crafted
a faith symbol, special to them, to adorn the cloth.

Newly Confirmed
Share their Thoughts
Here are some of the comments
the Religious Education students
had about their Confirmation
experience:
“It was a very uplifting experience and
I will strive to live a joy filled life.”
~ Michael Simons
“My family kept telling me I would
never forget this day. Now I believe
them!”
~ Anthony Brazell
“A wonderful experience I will always
remember.”
~ Michelle Gardner
“I will never forget this day; I am so
thankful to have shared in the
experience.”
~ Hunter Vandoren
“It was such an enlightening
experience. For the next week, I was
just glowing with love. It was so
refreshing to me. I don’t think I have
ever been so wrapped up in the Lord.
I am so happy to begin to be accepted
as an adult in the church.”
~ Morgan Osinski
“It was an experience I will always
remember.”
~ Patrick Reehl
“It means a lot to me to be an adult in
the church and that it is my choice. I
am so blessed to be confirmed and I
felt like Bishop Galeone was really
happy for us because he knew we were
ready.”
~ Christina Campos
“It was great to receive the seven gifts
of the Holy Spirit. I will put them to

good use.”

~ Robby Burke

“Receiving the final sacrament of
initiation makes me feel complete.”
~ Andrew Peeler
“I am very thankful.”
~ Chas Tyndall
“I am so thankful for the wonderful
experience because it has helped me to
become closer to God every day.”
~ Alicia Birch
“I am so happy to have received
Confirmation.”
~ Emmanual Moore
“Since Confirmation, I have become a
better person.”
~ Addie Recinella
“Now that I am an adult in the church,
I am able to experience God in many
more ways.”
~ Mackenzie Smith
“This has been a life changing
experience. I feel closer to God than
ever before.”
~ Brooke Strauss
“Confirmation was a great experience
in my life. I am very glad I have
received the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.”
~ Kenny Largey
“I am thankful for the sacrament of
Confirmation; I will cherish the
memories forever.”
~ Brian Abrams
“I am blessed by the sacrament.”
~ Seth Fallon
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FIRST HOLY
COMMUNION

First Communion
Workshop Day 2002

by Kelly Nance

by Lucille Guzzone
May 5th was a very spiritual,
yet exciting, day for 91 children of
the parish. After many weeks of
preparation under the watchful and
loving eyes of their teachers and
parents, the little ones finally
received their First Eucharist in the
presence of the church community
during the 12 o’clock Mass.
A fact that made the occasion
even more interesting was that,
among mostly 2nd graders, there

were 13 students in grades 4-8.
These older children attended 24
weeks of arduous and lengthy
“catch up” classes in the Religious
Education School. They expressed
a strong desire and commitment to
be blessed by this Sacrament which
they missed along the way for
various reasons. However, to all the
communicants, no matter what
their age, the day was a special one
which they will remember and
cherish always.
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First Communion Workshop
Day began with the coming
together of the Christ the King
second grade students and the
Christ the King Religious
Education students in preparation
for receiving Holy Communion.
Pat Cook, the guest speaker,
began the day in a spiritually
uplifting and enjoyable talk for the
children. She kept them actively
involved by using special visual
effects.
Next, the children rotated
through three separate center
activities. One center involved the
making of bread which the children
took home to share with their

families. The making of a placemat
was another center activity. The
symbols used in making the project
reminded the students of the bread
and wine turned into the Body and
Blood of Jesus at Mass. The third
center was facilitated by Father
Thanh. He showed the children the
special vestments and vessels used
during the Mass.
The children rehearsed the
procession, readings and the
offertory before enjoying a pizza
lunch. After lunch, the students
practiced one more time before
leaving for the day. The Workshop
Day was successful due to all the
parental
involvement
and
preparation. It was a fun-filled day
for all.

Religious Education

Food, Fun and Learning

by Lucille Guzzone

by Lucille Guzzone
On Wednesday evening, April
3, in the Parish Hall, during their
regularly scheduled class time, the
religious education students in
grades five through eight enjoyed a
covered dish dinner with their
families. It featured a question and
answer segment with Father Guy
Noonan. The students presented
questions about their faith to Father
Guy that ranged from, “Does the
church believe in ghosts?” and
“Does it recognize the Rapture?” to
“Who made God?” Father’s
answers were so thought provoking

that many parents expressed their
desire to have future classes like
this one for the adults only. The
children benefitted from the
program because it gave them an
opportunity to show their parents
how much they wanted to be
strengthened in the knowledge of
their Faith.
Zardon Bello provided musical
entertainment with lively songs
played on his guitar. The evening
proved to be a wonderful success as
the families experienced new
knowledge along with plenty of
food and camaraderie.

The English poet John Donne
once wrote, “No man is an island,
entire of itself; every man is a piece
of the continent, a part of the
main.” Here in our religious
education program our goal is to
become a vital part of the parish
life involving as many people as
possible. We do not see ourselves
as a separate entity away from the
activities of a dynamic religious
community such as this one. We are
proud to consider ourselves
contributors to Christ the King
Church.
Last semester Father Guy
offered our little ones in grades 1-4
two teaching Masses in the chapel
to encourage them to be more
actively involved in the liturgy
during the Holy Mass on the weekend. Those same children invited
their families and friends to their
Christmas program.

Recently grades 5-8 produced a
moving Lenten program which was
open to the parish and was attended
by Father Thanh, who spoke to the
gathering, and Father Carr. Their
next open event is a covered dish
dinner in the Parish Hall.
Most important, our students
work very closely with the children
in Christ the King School in the
preparation of the sacraments. The
youngsters work together during
Confirmation and First Eucharist
retreats, and the adults meet with
the teachers of both schools during
necessary parent meetings.
We are always open to
suggestions that will make our
school a better one for the spiritual
growth of the children, and will be
happy to present them to our pastor
for consideration. Parents are
invited to attend classes, as well. In
the future we will continue to work
together as a church family for the
benefit of us all.

Page 40

Christ the King Courier

May, 2002

Bishop John J. Snyder
High School
The Spanish style structure logo of cardinal red and gold. It is
with tile roofs and arched windows rumored that Bishop Snyder was
and a large courtyard in the center once asked if he ever wanted to be
present a grand appearance. The Pope or a Cardinal. He replied that
building components include a all his life he wanted to be a
science building, a music and art cardinal but he couldn’t throw a
building, an auditorium/cafeteria, a fastball. He has been a fan of the St.
gymnasium, an administration and Louis Cardinals all his life so the
chapel building and a media center. school teams will be known as the
In 2002, the school anticipates Bishop John J. Snyder “cardinals.”
The principal of our new high
100 to 150 freshmen and
sophomore students. The 11th school, David Yazdiya, is a
grade will be added in 2003 and the Jacksonville native and well known
12th grade in 2004. The school is in Catholic education locally. He
expected to accommodate one went to San Jose Catholic School
thousand students when fully and graduated from Bishop Kenny
David Yazdiya
Patricia Tierney
in 1981. He is a graduate of St.
completed.
In the future, it is intended that Meinrad Seminary in St. Meinrad,
the complex include football, Indiana. He taught 10th grade
baseball, track and practice fields religion at Bishop Kenny 1985-87.
as well as tennis and outdoor Since then, he has taught at St.
basketball courts. It is expected that Paul’s Riverside for eight years and
football and wrestling will begin in was principal of St. Matthew’s
2003 when the stadium should be from 1995 to 2001.
Together David Yazdiya and
completed. Other sports are
Mary Anne Briggs, a former
expected to be available in 2002.
and
teacher
at
Uniforms have been selected. member
now
the
For girls, basically navy plaid skirts Resurrection,
and yellow blouses; for the boys, Administrative Assistant at Bishop
Site of Bishop John J. Snyder High School
khaki pants with navy blue shirts John J. Snyder High School, make
up the Administrative Team of our
and no tie.
fact that Bishop Kenny could no
by Frank Becht
The school logo has been new Jacksonville Catholic High
longer accommodate the many
selected as the Cardinal baseball School.
The new Bishop John J. Snyder students seeking a Catholic high
High School is nearing completion school education.
The Opportunity of a Lifetime
and will open for classes in August
2002. The school is named after Campaign started early in 2001
retired Bishop Snyder who became with the groundbreaking taking
the Bishop of the Diocese of St. place on April 29, 2001 when
Augustine on December 5, 1979, Bishop Snyder turned the first
of
dirt
beginning
having succeeded Bishop Paul shovel
construction of the school.
Tanner who retired.
Bishop Snyder was born Construction of this gigantic $14
October 25, 1925 in New York City million complex has progressed
where he attended Catholic schools well for an opening on August 14,
before studying for the priesthood 2002.
Mrs.
Patricia
Tierney,
at Cathedral College and at
Immaculate Conception Seminary Superintendent of Catholic Schools
in Huntington, New York. He was for the Diocese of St. Augustine,
ordained to the priesthood June 9, relates that “a high school on the
1951 in Brooklyn. He served in westside almost became a reality
various positions before being many years ago. Archbishop
appointed Auxiliary Bishop of Hurley had begun the process of
planning for the school but his
Brooklyn in 1972.
Bishop Snyder is well known death brought these plans to a halt.
and loved by the people of the Now, some thirty years later the
Diocese of St. Augustine for his westside is getting its school.” She Janet Morton, 25 years; Melissa Kabat, 15 years; Linda Wrubluski
many accomplishments as Bishop goes on to say “ We are excited
and Tim Yocum, 10 years; Patricia Bronsard, 5 years
of the Diocese but he will about this ‘ new beginning within a
This year, Christ the King
undoubtedly be remembered most long tradition.’ Please consult our by Janet Morton, Principal
Catholic School had five people
for the Capital Campaign, website at www.dosaedu.org and
Our Diocesan Office of receive awards of recognition.
“Opportunity of a Lifetime,” which click on Bishop John J. Snyder
Education sponsors a Teacher Five year recognition was
ended a short time before his High School...”
Registration of eighth grade Institute and Recognition Day for presented to Patricia Bronsard who
retirement and which funded the
new high school dedicated to him. students, concentrated in local Catholic School teachers. Teachers teaches literature to middle school
feeder
schools, from Duval, Clay, St. Johns, students. Ten year recognition was
Bishop John J. Snyder High westside
School, the second Catholic high Annunciation, Sacred Heart, St. Flagler, Nassau, Alachua and presented to Tim Yocum, who has
Matthews, and St. Paul’s Riverside,
school in Jacksonville, is located at began registration on February 25, Columbia counties attend this taught at Bishop Kenny and Christ
the intersection of 103rd St. and 2002. Eighth grade students in yearly event hosted by Bishop the King Catholic School, and
High
School
and Linda Wrubluski, who teaches
Chaffee Road in Southwest Duval other Catholic schools could also Kenny
computers to grades K-8. Fifteen
County. The school is intended to register at that time. Students in the Assumption.
In addition to providing a day year recognition was presented to
serve families who live in West eighth and ninth grades, not
Duval, Clay and Nassau counties enrolled in one of the Catholic of collegiality, it also recognizes Melissa Kabat who teaches the four
primarily. The high school has long schools in the diocese, began to the years of service for teachers in year olds. And twenty-five year
been the desire of the Westsiders register on March 11, 2002. the Diocese. Teachers, with years recognition was presented to Janet
who had to travel long distances to Students from public schools are of service in five year increments, Morton, Principal of Christ the
King Catholic School.
are recognized.
Bishop Kenny, not to mention the also welcome to register.

Teacher Institute
And Recognition Day
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Christ the King Catholic Church

Teachers Recognized
And Honored
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LIFE TEEN
RETREAT

by Pauline Savino

by Mickey Kenny
Twice a year the teachers have
an In-Service Teacher Day. In
addition to the workshops
organized to assist the teachers, the
spring meeting has a special Mass
and recognition of the teachers
with years of service in five-year
increments. Bishop Galeone
celebrated the Mass with pastors
from the parish schools such as
Monsignor Kohls from the host
parish of Assumption, and Father
Thanh from Christ the King.
Bishop Galeone wrote a letter
in which he said, “I just want you
to know how much I appreciate the
sacrifices you are making to mold
these young minds for the future of
our church and country. Our
schools are havens where children
are not just taught, but are
nourished in those values of our
faith that we hold so dear. It is your
commitment and your daily
witness of faith that makes all this
possible.”
“It is with deep gratitude that I
congratulate those who are being
honored today. Our schools remain
strong, effective, and holy places
because of you.”
Pat Tierney, Superintendent of
Catholic Schools, spoke prior to
recognizing those to be honored.
She had two points which came

home to me very strongly. The first
of these was that in those being
recognized for their five-year
awards there was represented a
total of 800 years of service this
year! Imagine how many years of
service are represented in all the
teachers of the Diocese.
Father Thanh has taken special
notice of hospitality – and all the
ways in which we express
hospitality in our lives. So the
second point I realized is that Pat
Tierney said it is the teachers who
teach hospitality - show our
children the ways to relate to one
another in their groups and in their
day-to-day world at school. They
learn how to be hospitable to those
they work and play with and how to
relate to those around them.
While each teacher was
honored as they came forward to
receive
their
gift
and
congratulations from Bishop
Galeone, it was particularly nice to
have the teachers of Christ the King
stand and honor Janet Morton as
she received her honor for 25 years
of service.
Bishop Galeone’s letter ended
as we all could agree, “It is with
deep gratitude that I congratulate
those who are being honored today.
Our schools remain strong,
effective, and holy places because
of you.”

Searching for words to help
describe the last LIFE TEEN
Retreat was harder for me then I
thought it would be. It’s easier to
show the emotion I experienced to
people than to try to put it in words.
But it was such an awesome
experience that I’m going to try and
hope my thoughts can help people
get a view of how wonderful these
retreats really are.
I think you should first know
what the situation was before the
retreat. I am a high school senior
and things are very stressful right
now.
Graduation is rapidly
approaching, and while I couldn’t
be more excited, it’s also a little
scary. Being a senior also affects
my life with LIFE TEEN. LIFE
TEEN was first started when I was
entering high school, so I have
been a part of it from the start. I had
been on most of the retreats and
they all affected me. But after the
first couple, I pretty much knew
what to expect emotionally. And
because I’m a senior, I also knew
this would be my last retreat as a
teen.
Knowing all this, I still
hesitated about going. Doubting
and questioning my true motives
and thinking things like, “Do I
really have time for this?”
What honestly made me do it
was the theme: Live Out Loud. For
some reason the idea of living out
loud really got me curious as to
what it could mean. It made me
think of the phrase “Laugh out
loud.” And I like to laugh and
sometimes ... well most of times ...
get called loud. So this theme really
got me interested.
I remember as soon as we got
off the bus, one of my friends made
a comment about this being our
“last time together” for a retreat. I
actually got teary-eyed, and we
hadn’t even gotten inside yet! But
that’s when I knew how special this
was, and that God was truly
present.

Needless to say, the retreat was
awesome. Every single part of it
was touching. And God was
everywhere! Not only with us
during Confession, Mass and
Adoration, but during our skits,
talks even while we were in the
mud pit. And that’s what LIFE
TEEN does. It took me four years
to realize this. If it weren’t for LIFE
TEEN, I don’t know what my
relationship with God would be,
but I definitely know it wouldn’t be
as strong.
I think what’s great about it is
the dedication of the people
involved. The Core Team really
does care about the teens, and puts
so much of their time into helping
us. I don’t know how they do it!!
But they always do. Without them
God’s love wouldn’t be as obvious
to me and everyone else. And the
parents spend so much of their time
helping us. It makes you feel that
we are somehow all related, and
that we are one big family. It’s
inspiring the way the Core, parents,
Nancy and Mollie, and Father
Thanh care for us. It’s hard to
believe that so many people are in
one place sharing the same goal showing us God’s love through
them, and they always succeed.
When I sat down to write this, I
thought I would focus in on one
particular thing that touched me;
one thing that made me feel
complete. But I couldn’t find just
one thing. Every part of this retreat
touched me in some way.
While you are there, it’s easy to
feel so close to God, because He’s
all around you, in everyone. But
when you come back, it’s not so
easy to find that peace you had.
There are so many distractions here
in the “real world,” as people refer
to it. But I think it should only be
called that by people who live
knowing the truth: which is Jesus. I
am forever grateful to LIFE TEEN
for showing me what the “Real
World” truly is!
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Parents for LIFE:
LIFE TEEN Retreat

by Mary Verrette
As the parent of a teen involved
with LIFE TEEN from the very
beginning, I knew the wonderful
program offered much to the high
school teens of our diocese. As a
parent who had the privilege of
attending a weekend with other
parent volunteers, I discovered a
wonderful community within our
diocese.
My husband and I volunteered
a day of clean up once, but that
didn’t require that we stay at Camp
Cherry Lake. There’s just
something about sharing the same
bathroom and sleeping quarters
with other parents that has the
ability to plunge you into
friendships with folks whom
you’ve only known before as faces
in the crowd from church.
The Core Team of young adults
provided the teens with an

enriching program that centered on
the retreat theme, Live Out Loud.
To help illustrate the theme, the
symbol of The Cup of Life was
chosen. It was an excellent symbol
in that the teens came to understand
that each of us has his own cup,
which is filled with our life
experiences. As parents, we stay
out of the retreat loop to offer our
teens
the
experience
as
unblemished as possible by the
presence of “Mom and Dad.”
The kitchen community of
parent volunteers was alive with
enthusiasm
throughout
the
weekend. Our main priority was to
make the meals tasty and FUN!
Each meal carried a theme to
complement what the teens were
hearing in their presentations, and
the theme was also evident by our
clothes and the dining hall décor.
Friday night and Saturday morning
reflected on the Cup of Sorrow. For

our part, the parents wore red shirts
at breakfast, depicting the blood of
Christ.
On Saturday morning the teens
enjoyed a hearty breakfast, but the
big hit was the champagne fountain
that served up the orange juice!
This “cup of life” was used at most
meals during the weekend.
By Saturday afternoon the teens
proceeded into the Cup of Joy
when they were invited to slip into
a freshly dug mud pit, complete
with an oil and nasty-colored
oatmeal covered slip-and-slide of
plastic. Talk about pure joy, the
squeals of delight were contagious!
And the mud wasn’t reserved
strictly for the teens; no, this mud
bath was welcome to anyone the
teens could drag in, including
Father Thanh.
The rest of the weekend was
spent Living Out Loud. Saturday
night’s dinner was presented hoedown style, complete with ribs,

red-checkered tablecloths, and
square dance music. The parents
enjoyed dressing in western wear,
and there were cowboy hats for
every teen.
Sunday morning breakfast
brought out a whole new
opportunity for the parents to dress
up as we grabbed onto the Live Out
Loud
theme
dressed
as
cheerleaders. By lunch, St.
Patrick’s Day was bursting out all
over with the parents dressed in the
green retreat t-shirts, with derbies
for the men and shamrock
headbands for the women, while
the fountain served up green
lemonade.
The weekend culminated at
Christ the King parish in a
welcome home for the teens, and
the celebration of Mass. It was
wonderful to hear the testimonies
given by several of the teens. As
usual, the Lord will not be outdone
in generosity, and His blessings
were abundant.
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Bishop Galeone Celebrates
Mass with LIFE TEEN

by Staff Writer
On Sunday March 3, the 5:00
p.m. LIFE TEEN Mass was
celebrated by Bishop Victor B.
Galeone. Along with the bishop,
Father Thanh and Father Guy
Noonan con-celebrated the Mass.
LIFE TEEN groups from
Assumption, Resurrection and
Holy Spirit joined Christ the King
LIFE TEEN’s group for this very
special occasion. As the bishop and
priests proceeded down the aisle,
the congregation, encouraged by
the teens, sang “Lord I Lift Your
Name on High” complete with
hand motions.
After Father Thanh’s reading of
the gospel, Bishop Galeone came
down in front of the altar and gave
his homily regarding the Samaritan
woman at the well. He spoke of the
living water, and that this living
water has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit.
Bishop Galeone commented that he
was impressed with the youth in the
LIFE TEEN program and how so
full of life and the living water they
were. He cautioned them that Satan
would try to take them where they
should not be. He encouraged the
teens to always drink from the
living water.
As it came time for the
Consecration, Bishop Galeone
welcomed the teens forward to
form a semi-circle around the altar.
Many took advantage to be closer
for this most sacred part of the
Mass. Upon receiving communion,
the teens went back to their seats
listening to the Music for LIFE
group sing “The Heart of Worship.”

Following the completion of
Mass, Jeanette Ghioto, representing
Parents for LIFE, thanked Bishop
Galeone for coming to the LIFE
TEEN Mass. She explained to the
bishop that Parents for LIFE were
the corporal workers of mercy. The
bishop was then presented with a
Parents for LIFE shirt by Stephanie
and Steve Henry.
In his acceptance of the Parents
for LIFE shirt Bishop Galeone
expressed his joy at seeing so many
youth at Mass participating fully in

the liturgy. He saw them as “the
yeast or the baking soda of the
church, making the Bread of Life
rise up for their generation.”
As the recessional song “Let
the River Flow” was sung - again to
hand motions, you could see the
smile on Bishop Galeone’s face. He
was really enjoying the teens, the
music, the fellowship.
The teens later gathered in the
Shirley David Hall for a unique
LIFE Night with the bishop. Bishop
Galeone, wearing his Parent for

LIFE shirt, answered the teens
questions.
At the conclusion of the LIFE
Night, a hearty meal of fried
chicken was graciously provided
by the CKCCW. Special thanks to
Monica Crisp and Patrice Pruitt
who served the hungry youth and
Core members.
An extraordinary, pious man, a
special Mass, a terrific LIFE Night
added to LIFE TEEN youth - full of
the living water.
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Thank You! To Our Own “Mother” Therese

Those were the words that
Monsignor Danaher spoke at the
Noon Mass on Sunday April
28th. It was a day to honor and
thank Sister Therese for all she
has done for our Christ the King
family.
Father Thanh, in remarks
after Mass, spoke of the many
things that Sister has done and
said over the years. Father
recited the prayer, “Lovely Lady
Dressed in Blue,” that Sister
Therese has taught so many
children under her care. He
spoke of her humor and her
never ending energy.
We wish Sister good health
and prayerful thanks for all she
has done for our faith family.
We love you Sister!

