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A  Journey  of  Hope
Mary Alice Callahan

Spring is a time of renewal as the earth blos-
soms forth again with God's creation. Just as
nature needs renewal we too, as people of God,
need a spiritual renewal. At Christ the King we
were blessed with Father Bill Burkert who took
us on that journey of renewal.

Father Burkert is pastor of a large church in
Milwaukee, WI and has given numerous retreats
to the faithful. He is a man that was not afraid to
admit to his own shortcomings. He challenged us
to look within ourselves to see that being "holy"
was far more than sitting in church every Sunday.

He urged us to look at ourselves in our full
humanity, warts and all, and despite this under-
stand that God loves us.  He loved us so much
that He sent His only Son that we may one day
share in his glory.

Father Bill said it all begins with faith. "Our
faith must have an awareness that goes beyond
logic, an awareness that knows exactly who God
is." Always our faith must be in that direction.
This is not so easy to do and comes in steps. The
first step is our belief in what Jesus proclaimed.
He revolutionized the way we think of God. The
old way was to follow the 613 rules that made up
the Law. However, this was practiced more for
external show than a deeper inner expression of
faith. Father said, "We can't earn God's love; He
already loves us."

The next step on this journey is to believe that
Jesus is the Son of God and that Jesus is God's
presence before us. Father told the story of two
men on a plane that got into a conversation about
God. Both said they were Christian. The first
gentleman began asking his seat mate all sorts of
questions about Christianity to which the seat
mate did not have the answer. Whereupon the
first gentleman turned to him and said, "You're
certainly not much of a Christian." The seat mate
looked at the first gentleman and said, "You're
right, I may not be able to answer your
Christianity questions but, you see, I'm a  recov-
ering alcoholic and one thing I do know is that it
was God who saved me." Continued on page 14

"We can't
earn God's

love; 
He already
loves us"
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by Father Thanh

Through the hard work of many
volunteers and staff, especially
Bernie Sans and the Choirs, we
were able to have Father Burkert
here at Christ the King. We were
blessed to have him share with us
as we learned to be pilgrims, not
just tourists. Let’s continue our
journey together in hope through
difficult times, like Father Burkert
shared with us during our Lenten
Mission and to remember that our
risen Lord is always with us
especially in the Eucharist. Isn’t
that the story of the disciples on the
road to Emmaus?

This is one of my favorite
Easter stories from the Bible. . . the
disciples on the road to Emmaus
(Luke 24:13-35).

In the beginning as these
disciples walked with Jesus; they
hoped he was the one to deliver
them. They heard him preach the
good news . . . And they believed in
him!

THEN
as they watched in shock: Christ
was imprisoned. . . He suffered . . .
HE WAS CRUCIFIED! And he
died.

They were crushed. All their
hopes were dashed. In their
disappointment they turned
towards home, discouraged; back
to their old lives...back to Emmaus.

On the road they began to share
with one another their feelings
about all they had hoped for in
these difficult times. They
welcomed a stranger on the road
and he walked with them. When he
asks “What are you discussing as
you go your way?” They tell him of
all they have experienced. They
invited him to share a meal with
them.

“And it happened that, while
He was with them at table, He took
bread, said the blessing, broke it,
and gave it to them. With that, their
eyes were opened and they
recognized Him.” (Luke 24:30-31)

They recognized Jesus in the
breaking of the bread! They
returned to Jerusalem “hope-
filled.” They were excited to share
the “Good News.” Jesus had risen
from the dead! 

* * * * * * 

Like these two disciples we
journey together today in hope
through difficult times. In a
mysterious way, either through
hospitality or in a moment of joy
while sharing the good news, the
candidates of our RCIA made a
decision to walk with us and to
become a part of our community.
We welcomed  36 new members to
the table of the Lord for the first
time at the Easter Vigil. What a
wonderful blessing!

Hope through difficult times. . .
hoping that God will provide. . .
being true to God . . . the one we
owe our very lives! Learning to
give to God a tiny minuscule of
what He has given to us. Being
pilgrims, not just tourists. Being
committed to God, to country, to
community and to family. To put it
simply, sharing our life with God
and others through commitment.

We hope we are teaching our
teens at Christ the King how to
show their commitment to God
through our Teen Stewardship
program. In our revised program
they are asked to commit
themselves to giving monthly, three
hours of their time and talents to
our church community and by
communicating (sharing their life)
with our Lord by giving one hour to
Him in prayer or devotion. 

When we teach them the joy of
giving and sharing with others, we
hope they see how their efforts
affect others whom they meet along
the way. They have a chance to
make new friends and lasting
commitments as they journey
together.

They see their Church grounds
and the beauty that comes from
their hard work in cleaning and
planting flowers and pulling weeds,
or in cleaning the church or rectory.
We hope they learn to appreciate
and care about their surroundings,
that they will discover the fruits of
commitment through the hard work
they do.

We want them to know the
importance of making the time to
pray to God and to thank Him for
all that they have, to develop a
deeper commitment to God; a
loving relationship that we hope
will grow. Through their time with
God we believe they will see the
fruits of fulfillment.

I am excited about their
journey. I pray that they will not be
tourists but pilgrims with the
enduring presence of our risen
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament
(Adoration).  I am excited about all
our journeys. May we all be
blessed in God’s loving protection
as we travel down the road
together. . . just like the two
disciples coming back from
Emmaus . . . hope-filled by the
knowledge that our Lord is truly
present in the Eucharist.

Talking with 
Father Thanh

Here we come to the end of
another year. We celebrate our 5th

Anniversary of the Courier this
month. As editor of the paper I do
have a subjective viewpoint but I
believe that we not only have a
great paper, one that Christ the
King can be proud of, but also a
staff that is the best! We have
worked hard to bring you the news.
We are amateurs who enjoy sharing
the “good news” and believe that in
so doing we help to bring people
closer to God and their parish. But
we are not the only ones at Christ
the King that work hard.

God has a way of making me
see things with a different
awareness. Nine years ago, when I
first came to work at Christ the
King I really didn’t know what to
expect. I didn’t give much thought
to what went on at a church. I took
it for granted, never thinking about
the hard work (behind the scenes)
that goes on to ensure that the Mass
took place. I came for Mass and
then I went home, trusting the place
would be there the next time I went
to visit with our Lord. 

Now I am aware. . . such as the
altar society that made sure there
were linens for the Mass,  the
Sacristans that make sure

everything is ready for the priests,
the Eucharistic Ministers who
come to give us ‘the body and
blood of our Lord’, the altar
boys/girls who help the priest
during Mass, the choirs who
practice hours to bring us music for
the Mass and the hours of prayer
and preparation the priests put in to
give us a ‘homily’ that shows us
how we can be better Christians.

Since the paper began I have
heard other people tell me similar
stories. It makes me happy to know
that the Courier has brought to its
parishioners an awareness and
thankfulness for the many people
who help to make our parish one of
the best!

I also hope to inspire others to
join us in our work. We always
need volunteers who can help us
make a difference. The staff of the
Courier has learned what it is to
give and to share. We have made
new and lasting friendships. We
thank all our free-lance reporters
and photographers who feed us
material so that you will know what
is happening in the  parish.
Everyone is important . . . no work
done is done in vain. We pray that
we will continue to bring you the
news at Christ the King! 

~  E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e  ~  
H a p p y  5 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y !

Robin Allison
Frank Bauman
Phyllis Bauman
Frank Becht
Ward Berkey
Dolores Bianco
Carol Ann Black
Willie Blaquiere
Lee Callahan
Yolanda Cerqueira
James Claxton
Maggie Damato
Kathy Daniels

Michele Easterling
Lucille Guzzone
Jennifer Hankey
Harriet Hughes
Mickey Kenny
Wanda Klima
Claretta Lamusga
Ron Lynch
Linda McCreary
Jane Middleton
Kathy Nichols
Marie Pena
Eileen Porter

Debra Scobie
Patti Sloan
Jerry Sullivan
Cynthia Surles
Todd Surles
Josephine Thomas
Andrea Toledo
Editha Toledo
Noel Toledo
Thong Tran
Ray Walker
Nick Winiewicz
Natalie Winiewicz

The mission of  CHRIST THE KING COURIER is to provide our Christ The King
Family with information and news regarding our faith and parish ministries. The
goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the
ministries of our parish in the hope that people can use this information to bring you
closer to God and our parish church family.  Wisdom and enlightenment are two of
God’s many gifts and, through CHRIST THE KING COURIER, parishioners can
share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King Parish.  Our desire is to
serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others
to spread the message of the Gospel of Christ the King.

As the official publication of our parish family, CHRIST THE KING COURIER sees
the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as exemplifying the content and
character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed
in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility, gentleness and patience.  Bear
with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.
The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put
on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because
it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The CHRIST THE KING COURIER is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ
the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to refuse articles, poetry,
advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. The appearance of
advertising in these pages does not imply endorsement of businesses, services and
products.  Readers must exercise prudence in responding to advertising in all media.
Political advertising not accepted. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials
submitted for publication.
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What’s Happening

We woud like to welcome the following indi-
viduals and families to Christ the King
Community

New Members:

Baptisms:
We Would like to announce the following peo-
ple who were recently baptized into the
Catholic Church

We would like to acknowledge the following
parishioners who were recently united into the

Sacrament of Marriage.

Deaths:
The following people are recently deceased memebers
of our parish for whom we offer our special prayers.

Marriages:

Mary Reid
The Brian Havey Family
The Michael Alqueza Family
The Jeremy Mathews Family
Mr. & Mrs. Roland Udenze
The Ralph Cary Family
Roseline Rouse
Mr. & Mrs. James Pokorsky
Mr. & Mrs. Louie Guzman
The Clyde Cummings Family
Mark Madden
Dawn Grimes
The Jesus Cuapiaco, Jr. Family
The A. Robin Lousteau Family
The Aurora Quintos Family

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Hertzer 
The Josefino Navarro Family
The Chase Goodbread Family
The Michael Laborde Family
The Mana Stoodley Family
The Carlos Garcia Family
Alexander Villas
The Smith-Jones Family
The Michael Brock Family
The Roger L. Isom Family
Mr. & Mrs. Carrol King
The Abraham Acedo Family
The Edward Prisby Family
Mrs. Patricia Cheever 

Matthew Quentin Hill
Paola Hernandez
Meaghanne Austin Logan
Celaine Victoria Cuartero
Walker Bay Mathews
Christian Anthony Cadical
Justin Thomas Havey
Sarah Michele Brock
Austin Michael Sarmac
Sabrina Layne Goodbread
Olivia Michelle Counts
Angeline Simon Navarro
Charmallee Marie Middleton

Andres Justin Patko
Meredith-Ilyssa Logan Austin
Elijah Villanueva Alqueza
Clark Matthew Quinto Garcia
Hamilton Vincent Huynh
Thuyri Katelin Dinh
Ryan Nhat Nguyen
Vivian Nguyen
Lauren Nicole Ashley 
Paul Matthew Ashley
Hunter Reed Daniels
Jacob Riley Laborde

John Patrick Coffey and Shannon Dawn Ishee on Nov. 30, 2002
James Dennis Beeson and Rebecca Lee on Jan. 18, 2003

Nancy Jewell Newman
Mary June Ford
Mary E. Reinkemyer
John Abraham II
Thomas N. Evans, Jr.
Franklin W. Elser, III
Vincent Ernest Liedka
Teresa Lyn Bell
Matthew B. Morrissey
Anthony N. Trotti, Sr.
Karen Suzanne Sikora

Digna R. Romero
Dayton LaPierre
Dorothy PeLuso
Stanley Trzcinski
Ruth E. Chase Bryant
Betty T. Ritter
Ida C. Francken
Rita McCarthy
Mary Patricia Brossoi
Mary Grace Klinkenberg

Letters to Christ the King

To Whom It May Concern
My husband and I recently registered as parishioners at Christ the

King. We returned to Jacksonville after being in Arizona for almost three
years. We lived in Orange Park and were very active in St. Catherine of
Siena before leaving. We were also very active in the Retrouvaille pro-
gram, attached to the Diocese of St. Augustine, Family Life Center.

In 1995, my husband and I were on the brink of divorce. The papers
were drawn up and he had moved to Washington State to start a new life.
During our separation, we realized that we wanted to try to work out our
differences, and he moved back. We were going to counseling but that
didn’t seem to be working.

A flyer in the church bulletin talked about Retrouvaille, a program for
couples whose marriages were not doing well, but they wanted to try
again. That flyer saved our marriage. We went to the weekend, continued
the post-weekend sessions, and within two years became one of the pre-
senting couples. That one flyer prevented our divorce. The program
taught us to communicate with each other, and through that communica-
tion we were able to heal the wounds we had inflicted upon each other.
We resurrected our love for each other and for God, and learned to put
God at the center of our marriage. We continue as a presenting couple and
thoroughly believe in the Retrouvaille program.

Please feel free to contact either Diane or Ron at 642-5232, or contact
the Retrouvaille coordinators - Bill & Trudy Hehn at 221-8383 or 992-
0408.

Thank you for your consideration,
Diane & Ron Lancaster

Center for Adolescents Learning to Love and to Serve (C.A.L.L.S.) 
youth on the Island of Dominica are reading the Courier and the story

regarding their community

Monsignor John Lenihan
Special Wishes

on your Golden Jubilee

Today and always
May God impart

His richest Blessings
to your heart 

May the sweet assurance
of His love and care

be yours today in every way
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Our friend and workmate Tony Trotti died on
March 14, 2003. We will miss him very much.
Tony was very instrumental in our church newspa-
per getting off the ground. . . his expertise and self-
less dedication helped to make the Courier the suc-
cess it is today. At the funeral on March 18, his friend,
Will Henley gave the eulogy (see below). He said what
was in our hearts. It was like he read our minds. We are proud to be count-
ed with those who shared the shade . . . we truly believe we were the
squirrels!

It is an honor and a blessing to give a good friend ‘thanks’. 
I’m here this morning to talk with you about home....and about trees. 
Home is where the heart is...a place where you’re safe, nurtured and

enhanced. 
Trees...why trees? When I first came to work with Tony we had a

Saturday morning movie promotion for the film “Once Upon A Forest.” I
don’t remember just who came up with the idea, but we gave away hun-
dreds of historic tree saplings to a theater full of happy kids. 

Tony was a lot like a tree...sturdy, worn, experienced, vital with mas-
sive limbs and he was strong. 

Tony was a lot like a tree...providing a home for those around. 
Trees provide a home...it’s a shelter for many. Squirrels, birds... and

even a few reptiles live their lives under that shelter. Some grow up and
move on. Some just travel through. You could count on Tony, “the tree”

to be there providing safety in
storms, and we weathered some
storms together and Tony was
always there and always with a
smile. 

“The tree” shared his home with
his community. Tony helped school
newspapers, the Terry Parker High
School paper, the Stanton paper and
even the little Merrill Road
Elementary Mustang Times-Union.
Tony was always first to help out
with community projects, fund-rais-
ers for the Girl Scouts or the schools,
particularly if it had something to do
with cookies. Tony made a home for

his faith, dedicating countless hours to the ministry of the Christ the King
Courier.

Tony provided a home for his children: Cindy...Bo...David...Nick.
Like the tree spreads its acorns so too were they nurtured, protected and
enriched. His tree bloomed with his grandchildren. He was so proud when
Jaxson was born and he delighted in the time he had to spend with Max. 

Tony’s tree was blessed again when he provided a home for his father,
Lorenzo to honor his roots. His roots were strong - Lorenzo and Maria
made sure of that. Tony’s roots grew deep with his brothers Larry, Andy,
Chris and Joey along with sister Marylou. Then there was Uncle Dominic.
Did we hear some stories about Uncle Dominic? Tony always looked for-
ward to holiday dinners with Aunt Paula & Uncle Andy. All this family
provided a foundation from the tree to grow and now there’s a new
Dominic on the way...just don’t let him play with tow truck chains. 

“The tree”...massive...providing...sheltering...was hit by God’s light-
ning last week. 

As I stand here and look at this gathering of friends and family I see
a forest of trees...big oaks...tall pines...saplings...an acorn. We were all
blessed by the bounty from Tony’s orchard...and this is one friend who
enjoyed the shade. 

In Memory of  .  .  .

. . Tony Trotti . . . a true friend

by Frank and Phyllis Bauman

Our parish is now 49 plus years
old. It amazes me to see what has
come of that empty lot on Arlington
Road. But let’s take a look and see
what Christ the King is today.

1) We have a beautiful church
with stained glass windows, a
chapel, a gathering area, and a great
sounding organ.

2) A rectory that houses our
priests and has offices for person-
nel to handle the business of the
church.

3) There is a small home at the
entrance of the church where Sister
Therese lived.

4) The convent, which was
built to house the teaching nuns,
but which is now used for child
care.

5) A beautiful Crucifix and
fountain that stands outside of the
church.

6) A baseball field with
bleacher seats.

7)  The Kingdome which is
used for sporting events, and also
serves as a social hall.

8) Covered walkways.
9) The Grotto.

10) Two 2-story school build-
ings that also house the new library
and media center.  Also a cafeteria,
which is also used for special
events, and the Shirley David
Room.

11) Behind the ball field there
is our House of Prayer, which one
or a group can use to pray and med-
itate.

12) Attached to the Kingdome
are two other facilities: St. Mary’s
Room, and the warehouse for St.
Vincent de Paul Society.

How amazing!
In the past seven years, a

strange thing happened at Christ
the King. We were always used to
our pastors being with us for at

least ten years, but to our amaze-
ment, we had four pastors in that
short time:

Monsignor Danaher (retired)
Father Baker (who left us to
become a Bishop)
 Father McDermott (who left us

to go on sabbatical)
Father Thanh (our present pas-
tor, and I hope he stays with us
for at least 10 years)

Our parish has served under
Four Bishops:
 Most Reverend Joseph Hurley

(who was the man with fore-
sight, and bought up land in dif-
ferent neighborhoods anticipat-
ing growth.)
 .Most Reverend Paul E. Tanner
 Most Reverend Paul J. Snyder
 Most Reverend Victor Galeone

We also served under five
Popes:

1. Pope Pius XII
2. Pope Paul VI
3. Pope John Paul I
4. Pope John XXIII
5. Pope John Paul II

Two of our pastors have become
Bishops:

 Father Larkin
 Father Baker

Now doesn’t all this make you
feel good about your parish and
what it has accomplished in the
past 49 years?

Phyllis and I are original
parishioners and were there in the
very beginning.

Although we are not as active
as we used to be, we are so glad to
see the young taking over the activ-
ities of the church. It is gratifying
to know that things go on and will
continue to go on even when us
‘ole folks have to give up, and
that’s what makes Christ the King
Christ the King.  That’s what kept
us alive and in good condition for
the past 49 years, and will keep
going on forever.

My thoughts are now on cele-
brating 50 years in the year of 2004
Phyllis and I were chairpersons for
the 25th Anniversary Celebration
and we hope that we will be around
for the Fiftieth.

Well, this is the end of my story
about Christ the King and my
memories. I am sure that I forgot
many things and maybe my memo-
ry of things was a bit exaggerated,
but I only hope that I have not
offended anyone by omission for I
had no intentions of doing this.  As
I said, this was what I could
remember of the beginning of the
parish and the years that we went
through.

And by the way, yes, Christ the
King is in debt, but I can’t remem-
ber when we weren’t, for after all,
you can’t build and expand without
some debt. With God’s help and the
honored commitments of our gen-
erous parishioners we can retire the
debt and move on to doing more of
Christ’s work.

Our Parish Now

David and Esther Trotti, Bill Salzman and Tony Trotti 
at the annual Ministry Dinner

Tony with Frank Bauman and
Meredith Reno



Bishop and Doctor
August 21, 1567 - December
28, 1622

France and Italy

Canonized 1665

Patron of journalists, editors,
writers, and the deaf

Feast Day - January 24th

Francis, the eldest of thirteen
children, was born into a family of
nobility. His father sent him to
study at the University of Paris.
After six years, Francis was not
only knowledgeable in many areas,
he was a skilled swordsmen, an
expert horseman, and a superb
dancer.

Because his father wanted him
to become a lawyer, Francis next
studied at the University of Padua.
Francis's father expected his son to
marry after he finished his studies.
Francis, however, wanted to serve
God as a priest. His father finally
agreed to let him. Six months later
Francis was ordained.

Francis and his cousin Louis,
who was also a priest, volunteered
to work in Chablais, where reli-
gious wars were taking place. They
visited homes and preached. The
work was so discouraging that after
four months Louis left. Francis then
tried another tactic. He wrote a
weekly essay explaining the faith
and passed out copies. This, cou-
pled with his simple, powerful mes-
sage, led most of the people he
reached to accept the Catholic faith.

Francis was next made bishop
of Geneva. As a bishop, he directed
priests and others in the religious
life and trained lay people to teach
catechism classes. One person
Francis guided was St. Jane
Frances de Chantal. He helped her
found the Visitation convent.

To reach more people, Francis
wrote a book called The
Introduction to the Devout Life. It
shows that everyone can grow in
holiness. One of Francis's mottoes
was, "Do everything with love." St.
Vincent de Paul, who knew Francis

de Sales, said that Francis spoke
and acted just the way he imagined
Jesus would.

Francis had a quick temper
when he was a boy, but by the time
he had grown up he had such self-
control that he was called "the gen-
tleman saint." Another of his mot-
tos was applied to his temper; "You
can get more flies with honey than
you can with vinegar." In his writ-
ings Francis tells people how he
learned to control his anger. Every
time he offended someone by his
angry words or actions, Francis
would do an act of penance. Soon
he began to think before he spoke
or acted.

Francis was declared a Doctor
of the Church.

© 1994 Loyola University
Press

by Lucille Guzzone

Last year a very enthusiastic
Father Guy Noonan invited a small
group of educators and catechists to
discuss the need for adult education
in the parish. For the most part the
"rudimentary committee" realized
the importance of such a concept
because most of them felt that, after
Confirmation, the actual formal
study of the faith for many
Catholics seems to go by the way-
side. Each one expressed his/her
own comments about the lack of a
vast amount of knowledge concern-
ing their religion. So, after the need
for the concept was established, the
actual work began. At first the
group decided on the Sacraments.
They plunged into the history and
biblical truths about Baptism. They
studied the Catholic interpretation
of it with an emphasis on the writ-
ings of the early Church fathers as
well as the views of leaders of the
Reformation such as Martin Luther.
The study was going along well
with weekly Thursday evening
meetings until Father Noonan was
transferred out of the parish. The
committee panicked since it was
left without a spiritual leader. They
had a taste of the challenge, and
they did not want to give it up. So,
as an answer to their prayers,
Father Thanh, busy schedule and
all, stepped in as the spiritual guide.
The team was in business again.

Throughout the process of
reviewing various catalogs, the
team decided to put aside the
Sacraments for the time being and
turned to the Beatitudes. Loyola
Press had recently published the
Seeker Series for Adults with prac-
tical applications for bringing the
teaching of Christ to people's lives
today. Each member brain stormed,
contributed, critiqued, took notes,
and discussed individual lessons as
the weeks of preparation went on.
Finally, the time came to present

their humble work to the parish.
And they did, for six lessons and a
covered dish dinner to properly cul-
minate the project in style. The
team is now preparing for the next
installment of classes for adults. It
is welcoming with open arms any-
one else in the parish who may
wish to join them in preparing the
ground work for the coming les-
sons. Many thanks to the original
team:

Carla Chin
Lucille Guzzone
Micah Ethridge
Marshall Henrique
Judy Koziolek
Chuck Medlock
Father Thanh Thai Nguyen
Gertrude Patrick
Bootsie Rhoden
Bob Rhoden
James Scott
Betty Wheeler
Fred Wheeler

by Landa Paladini

One of this writer's interests in
life is to observe the actions of oth-
ers. This pastime is not done out of
curiosity or a desire to snoop into
another's business but because it
gives proof to that old adage "a
good example is the best teacher."
It's amazing how much one can
learn just by observation. All of us
have a certain rhythm or pace to our
activities which is unique and spe-
cial unto that individual.

One person that has come under
this writer's watchful eye and
whom I respect greatly is Mr. Kim
Do.  Because of the language barri-
er it is not possible to carry on a
conversation with him but what he
does as a man speaks far more than
any words that would come forth
from his mouth.

As the title of this article indi-
cates, this is strictly about Mr. Do
and the chapel at Christ the King. It
is difficult for me to think about the
chapel and not have this gentleman
come to mind. It is abundantly clear
that Mr. Do is more than a little
acquainted with its Owner. His
actions certainly indicate that he
knows whom he serves.

His schedule begins early, each
and every week day morning, when
he opens the chapel for all that will
come and find comfort with the
Lord. As he enters the chapel from
the Arlington Road side, Mr. Do
always kneels down and gently
kisses a cross that is imprinted on

the rug before the entrance to the
foyer.

Upon entering the chapel itself,
he genuflects very reverently in
front of the Tabernacle and the
Cross. Mr. Do does the very same
in front of the statues of Mary,
Joseph and the Infant Jesus of
Prague. Jesus and Mary are obvi-
ously close friends as he runs to
greet them each and every day. It is
apparent that this gentle man has a
very close relationship with the
Blessed Mother because if he is not
attending to an altar duty you will
find him on his knees, rosary in
hand, praying to Our Lady. 

Mr. Do knows his duties well
and begins immediately with the
lighting of the candles for the early
Mass. Everything is done with
deliberate care. He checks to see
that the altar cloth is clean and posi-
tions the Roman Missal before he
brings the bread and wine from the
sacristy. Everything will be in
readiness when the celebrant
begins the Mass at which time he
will be the altar server.  His whole
being during the Mass is focused
on anticipating the needs of the cel-
ebrant.

Although Mr. Do has multiple
responsibilities in the Parish that
involve outside work, he has never
failed to appear without shirt and
tie every morning for his Lord.

There is no doubt that this man is in
service to the King.

Nothing escapes the vigilant
eye of Mr. Do, no task is considered
finished until the last detail is com-
pleted. This writer has seen him
lovingly water the plants from both
sides of the pot so that each side
receives equal amounts.  If there is
a flower that looks wilted or not up 
to standard, it is immediately
removed as only the finest are
allowed on the altar.

In between his tasks before the
start of Mass this holy gentleman
makes a stop at the Sacred Heart.
He looks neither left nor right as his
whole attention is directed to the
Lord. It would appear as if he has a
direct line into the throne room of
God. 

And so I submit to you, whoev-
er said that you need the audible
word to teach the lesson has never
heard the silent melody of Mr. Kim
Do's deeds.
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by Nydia Diefenbach

Shortly after my son, Ron, was
deployed to Kuwait we received a
call from him asking for rosaries,
St. Michael Archangel and St.
Christopher medals for the
Marines. My son said, “My kids are
asking me for those items and I
don’t have any more to give away.
Would you please help me?”  I
turned to my friends at Christ the
King for help. 

Immediately Page Peeler found
rosaries through the Legion of
Mary to add to the medals I had
already bought from the Christ the
King gift shop. Then Barbara
Hanuscin told me about this kind
couple, Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Chattaway from Orange Park. They
make rosaries and donate them.
When I told Mr. Chattaway that the
rosaries were for Marines in
Kuwait destined to go to battle in
Iraq, he showed up with two boxes
containing two thousand rosaries.

Jean Maroney from our St.
Vincent de Paul Society got in
touch with Sister Ann from St. Jose
Church who donated a very gener-
ous amount of rosaries and medals.
Sister Edith Paschall, Ron’s former
religion teacher from Bishop
Kenny, joined the kind groups who
responded to my request on behalf

of my son by donating medals and
directly mailing the items to Ron.
Even her students wrote letters of
support to my son.  My friend,
Karen Sigl, is also being very sup-
portive by writing letters of support
and sending care packages to the
Marines in combat.

Another group that came for-
ward to help was Christ the King,
Council of Catholic Women (under
outgoing president Daisy
McDonald). Finally, I would also
like to thank Father Roeville Fisher
and Father Cornelius Carr, S.J.,
who made themselves available for
the blessings of the rosaries and
medals.

Before closing this article I
want to express on behalf of my
family and my son, 1st Lt. Ronald
L. Diefenbach of 2nd LAR Marine
Corps, Christ the King alumni,
Bishop Kenny alumni, and U.S.
Naval Academy alumni, our most
sincere gratitude. Thank you for
your generosity and your prayers.

If any parishioner wants to sup-
port our troops, letters and care
packages can be sent to:

Chaplain Dave McBeth
2nd LAR BN Det A
Unit 76641
FPO AE 09509-6641

He will see that any of the 800
Marines in my son’s battalion who
are not receiving mail or care pack-
ages from home will get them.

A Soldier’s Call for Help
by George Olin Middleton

Conversion
I have two stories I want to tell

you. They touch me deeply every
time I call them to mind. I hope
they have the same effect on you.

The first story has to do with a
convert to the Catholic faith. I
attended public high school. The
woman who worked as a secretary
in the school office did not have a
formal religious affiliation, nor did
her teen-aged son. The young man
decided that he would visit area
churches to find the one that best
filled his needs.

One Sunday he was going to
attend services at The First
Presbyterian Church downtown.
Friends offered him a ride and
asked him where he was going. He
told them he was going to the big
stone church downtown. His
friends let him out in front of
Immaculate Conception Catholic
Church, which is a big stone church
downtown, only one block from his
intended destination. Not knowing
the difference, he entered the
church and attended his first
Catholic Mass. He was in the

wrong church but God seated him
in the right pew. He went home that
day and told his mother that he was
going to become a Catholic and
that he wanted to be a Catholic
priest. He came into the church,
attended the seminary, and was
ordained as a Catholic priest. His
mother and other members of his
family followed him into the
Catholic faith.

Adoration
The second story has to do with

Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament. I attend daily adoration
every Wednesday from 3:00 to 4:00
p.m. The chapel is peaceful and
quiet. I can pray, meditate, and sort
my thoughts. I can feel the pres-
ence of God, His angels, and His
saints. I know that the Son of God
is there on the altar.

We have a very good friend
whose husband attended adoration
one night a month in the wee small
hours of the morning. He obvious-
ly loved the experience. When his
wife asked him why he liked it so
much, he told her that it was the
only time he could sit quietly and
talk to his parents.

Two Stories

submitted by Father Carr

Thou shalt not gossip.
Proverbs 18:8 Before any evil story
whispered in the ear is passed on, it
should be treated as the housewife
treats apples for a pie...first peeled,
then quartered, and cored, then
what remains liberally sugared.

Thou shalt not use a multi-
tude of empty words. Proverbs
10:19.  Your tongue reveals the
nature of your thinking and your
character. The divine Master
Himself admonishes the children of
men to “let your admonishes be
yea, yea, nay, nay, for whatsoever
is more than these cometh of evil.”

Thou shalt not boast. Proverbs
27:2 A small man makes long, loud
boasting in order to center the spot-
light of attention on himself; the
great man works quietly. Silently
polishing the beacon that it may
guide the ship safely into the
desired haven.

Thou shalt not flatter.
Proverbs 26:28  Someone has said
that “Flattery is like soft soap; it is
90% lye” — and you can count on
the ratio being just about right. The
words of the man or woman who
would flatter you, according to the
psalmist, who had a great deal of
experience with that sort of thing,
are “softer than oil, yet with drawn
swords.”

Thou shalt not grumble.
Philippians 2:14 The prescription
for this malady is to saturate your

life with loving kindness. Let it
enter every pore and the process
will be absolutely foolproof against
the gnawing frets and worries that
are worse than termites, to eat the
soul out of you.

Thou shalt not backbite or
slander. Psalm 64:3 The tongue
that backbites or slanders is the
weapon that empties churches,
pours streams of bickering humans
into divorce courts, fills our jails
with wretched humanity, and lashes
men and woman to Satan’s king-
dom.

Thou shalt not mock or make
fun.  Job 11:3 Let us learn sympa-
thy and give our fellows a helping
hand instead of mockery, no matter
how peculiar or odd they may be.
Remember angels visit the earth in
all kinds of guises.

Thou shalt not lie. Exodus
20:16 The first recorded lie was
told in the garden of Eden. Since
then, the practice has spread like a
plague throughout the whole earth.
Everyone hates a lying tongue.

Thou shalt not swear. Exodus
20:7 Profanity is the official lan-
guage of the devil’s kingdom. Have
no part in it for it will disqualify
you for heaven.

Thou shalt not argue in
anger. Hosea 7:16  Whatever the
provocation is, remember that
“silence is golden” and that “a soft
answer turneth away wrath; but
grievous words stir up anger.”
Proverbs 15:11

1100     CCoommmmaannddmmeenntt ss     
oo ff     tthhee     TToonngguuee

May 23-25
Women's Retreat Weekend
Presented by 
Sister Annette Mattle, RC

June 20-23
Silent Weekend Retreat

June 22-27
Guided Scripture Retreat
"Spiritual Friendship"
Presented by 
Rev. John Madigan, OMI

June 27-29
Forgiveness Finding Serenity in a
Time of Anxiety
Presented by 
Father Darius Slezynski

July 13
Christian Meditation: Realizing
the Kingdom of Heaven
Presented by 
Mr. Gene Bebeau

July 20-26
Six-Day Individually Directed
Retreat
Presented by 
Rev. Peter Cullery, SJ & 
Sister Eileen Marie Flanagan, SSJ

August 16
Listening to the Story of My Life
Presented by 
Sister Rose Hoover, RC

For prices, times and other 
information call: 904-287-2525

Richard Chattaway 
with rosaries for soldiers

Author Unknown
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Recount
His

deeds . . 

“Shouts of joy and salvation, in the tents of the upright,
Yahweh’s right hand is triumphant, Yahweh’s right hand is victorious, Yahweh’s right hand is triumphant!

I shall not die, I shall live to recount the great deeds of Yahweh.
Though Yahweh punished me sternly, he has not abandoned me to death.”

Psalm 118:15 - 18 ~New Jerusalem Bible
Mission Statement for Christ the King Golden Jubilee

In 2004 Christ the King Roman Catholic Church will celebrate its Golden Jubilee. As we approach this anniversary, we reflect on what made Christ
the King the parish that it is today. Of course, it was the wonderful leadership of our pastors, aided by our associate pastors, along with the parish-
ioners who love our church. But what drew people to this church? What made them want to help it grow?

Can you remember back to when you first came to Christ the King? What made you want to continue to return? It may have been something as
simple as a friendly face that smiled and said “hello” to you on your way to Mass. Or did you just feel at home when a group of mothers, picking up
their children after school, started a conversation with you? Did you show an interest in assisting with the distribution of the Eucharist at Mass? We
believe that these are examples of God’s guiding hand working toward building a community we now call “Christ the King Parish.”

How did your ministry begin? Were you a part of the nucleus that grew to one of the 66 ministries that is so important to Christ the King Parish?
We would like to find how your ministry started here at Christ the King. As we prepare to celebrate our Golden Jubilee celebration, Christ the King
Courier would like to help. Hence Recounting His Deeds . . . recording the history of our church . . . a family tree view.

To do this we need your story . . . and the story of how Christ the King came to be. We are interested in personal  stories of your life here at Christ
the King and the histories of ministries. We will accept stories to be included in all the issues of the Courier . . . May, 2003, through August, 2004.
Our November Issue of 2004 will have a recounting of our 50th Celebration.....be a part of it!

Christ the King makes ready for its 
Golden Jubilee!

Nocturnal
Adoration

Society
at

Christ The
King

Frank Becht
Frank Redmond
Joe Marksteiner
Joe Gaule
R. N. Corbeil
Ed Stives
Clarence Westrick
Thomas Shell
Tom Terre
Joseph Richter
Robert Matthews
Kevin DeVoe
William Omello
Roberto Foldari
Frank Bauman
Al DeVoe
John Mccarthy

Tony Shami
Roy Baer
Pete Conlin
Buddy Costello
Al Martin
Thomas Vogel
Frank McGrath
Bruce Shuert
Jerry Gallaghar
Richard Wolanin
James Middleton
Sid Brennan
Bruce Manning
Bob Cazziuz
Vincent Gardner
Felix Soaun
Bernard Goode

Joe Brown
John Faustini
Anatole Maher
Tom Thomas
Richard Donelan
Anthony Altini
Nick Kulugo
Ed McCaskill
Dave MacNamara
Steve MacNamara
Joe Ghioto
Pedro Arias
Alfred Pink
George Wall
Donald Pellicer
Arthur Gardner
William Hartman

Band 1 – Paul Ghiotto
Band 2 – Eli Shami
Band 3 – Dick Sollee
Band 4 – Al Martin
Band 5 - Buddy Costello

Band 6 – Bruce Shuert
Band 7 – Ken Ulatowski
Band 8 – Jim Middleton
6 -7 a.m. – Monica Crisp
7- 8 a.m. – John Faustini

Our membership registration records indicate the follow-
ing individuals as original members:

Nocturnal Adoration Band Leaders:

by Frank Becht

Nocturnal Adoration had its
beginning in Europe in 1809. By
1877, Spain had 99,000 members
in 653 chapters. The movement has
spread worldwide from the
European countries. In 1903, the
Society came to New York City
where it was organized in the
Church of St. Jean Baptiste and
where it became the national head-
quarters in the United States in
1929. Today, there are over 500
chapters in the United States with
over 60,000 members.

Nocturnal Adoration has been
an active ministry for 40 years at
Christ the King.  It was initially
begun by Christ the King’s found-
ing pastor, Father Thomas Larkin,
now Bishop Larkin. Christ the
King became a center in 1962 or
1963; there is conflicting informa-
tion as to the exact date with the
Chapter books indicating 1962.
The first 10 year booklet on Christ
the King history states 1963. The
records as to membership are
somewhat slim but it appears there

were approximately 60 members at
that time.

In 1962, membership was limit-
ed to men and remained so for sev-
eral years. When wives and other
ladies joined the Society is unclear
but they now make up a good per-
centage of membership. In 2003,
membership has remained steady at
about 100 people.

Since 1962 there have been
eight bands which rotate their ado-
ration hours between 10:00 p.m. on
first Fridays and 6:00 a.m.
Saturday morning. In 2002, the
hours were extended on Saturday
morning from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00
a.m. to coordinate the traditional
closing Benediction service with
the 8:15 Mass on Saturday morn-
ing.

While some members may
have moved from the parish many
still join their original Band in ado-
ration. Several years ago
Resurrection Catholic Church
members took over Band 6 and
have continued as faithful noctur-
nal adorers.

Continued on page 11
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by Landa Paladini

The annual Day of Reflection
for the Conferences of the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul in the
Diocese of St. Augustine was held
in the early spring at Sacred Heart
Parish. As befitted the occasion,
there were workshops, conference
reports, and an inspiring homily
and beautiful Mass celebrated by
Bishop Galeone. Twelve
Conferences had gathered together
to reflect on the work of the past
year, and to set new goals for the
future. 

To help us achieve our aims and
to set the tone for future endeavors,
the Society chose a Vincentian
speaker who would inspire us to
continue to be the arms and legs for
Jesus.  This year that man was Mr.
John Logue, the Director of
Spirituality for St. Vincent’s
Hospital here in Jacksonville.  We
were not disappointed, as Mr.
Logue has woven the pattern of his
life around those in need.   

The title of his talk and the
theme of our Day of Reflection was
“Taking Vincentian Spirituality
into the Community.”

Mr. Logue began by saying that
he grew up in a hard working lov-
ing home where his family provid-
ed a Catholic education for him.  It
was there that he developed a set of
values that remain with him today.
He is very closely tied to the
Church and even though he is
aware it is not perfect, it is still
“wonderful.”  If the Church calls,
his answer is always a resounding,
“Yes.”

Mr. Logue stressed that we all
need goals and purpose for our
lives.  For him, it was to love and
serve God, to be a good husband
and father, and to serve those most

in need of help. His goals have
never changed.

He has spent the greater part of
his life in hospital administration
and has served in hospitals in New
York and Massachusetts. Mr.
Logue was specially attracted to the
Daughters of Charity who have
never turned poor people away
from their hospital.  In fact they
have a special option for the poor
and care for many who might oth-
erwise be lost in the system after
initial treatment.

While living up north he and
his family became deeply involved
in a project entitled  “Walks for
Hunger.”  It was sponsored by the
middle class parish to which his
family belonged, and its purpose
was to raise funds for a Clinic
Mission in Haiti that was served by
the sisters of Mother Theresa’s
order.  The parish raised enough
that members of the parish were
eager to bring their contribution to
this tiny clinic themselves.  When
the priest who served the village
heard that the Americans were
coming, he and several others car-
ried buckets of water for a mile and
a half for the women to bathe and
secured mats for sleeping.

Mr. Logue said that at first this
was a very primitive clinic, but
because his parish was so commit-
ted to improving the conditions of
this clinic and the people it served,
others have joined to help until it is
now a small hospital.  In fact one
doctor who visited the hospital was
so moved by what he saw that he
donated his own money to build a
first class operating room.  Today
four groups of doctors donate their
time and talent in helping those
who cannot help themselves.  So
you see that the arms and legs of
Jesus take many forms. 

In fact the arms and legs of
Jesus can be found anywhere that
people reach out to those who can-
not speak for themselves.  At St.
Catherine’s Parish in Orange Park,
whenever a function is held and
food is left over, the Cursillo
Ministry takes that food out into the
streets where the homeless reside.
It is imperative that we Vincentians
go out and meet the poor at their
point of need. 

At Christ the King the parish-
ioners who so faithfully provide us
with the means to deliver our holi-
day baskets and make the food
deposits in our Vincentian baskets

certainly qualify as being the arms
and legs of Jesus.    

The last thing Mr. Logue spoke
about was the kindness shown by
Judge Emmett Ferguson to those
who appear in his courtroom. The
Jacksonville County Jail is not a
very pleasant place to be but the
law states that those who have been
arrested must appear before a judge
within 24 hours.  Here you will find
the dregs of humanity, the
disheveled, the beaten-down and
those hardened to life.  The fortu-
nate are brought into Judge
Ferguson’s courtroom. This judge
is so gentle and compassionate that
one cannot fail to be moved by his
extraordinary kindness.  Standing
before him are drug addicts, prosti-
tutes, alcoholics and yet each per-
son is treated as a treasure.  Those
appearing before him are apt to
hear, “God bless you or I’m sorry
you got arrested.”

You can see why Mr. Logue is
so touched by the care and concern
shown by this man.  It is not
uncommon to hear the judge invite
these men and women to come
down and worship at the First
Baptist Church.  You can almost
hear him say, “Come celebrate the
Lord.” 

What an example of spirituality
reaching out into the community!
Most of us will not be found in
courtrooms or working in clinics in
Haiti, but all of us in some way
have opportunities to lessen the
burdens of our less fortunate broth-
ers. 

It would seem that John
Logue’s message is very clear and
direct. During our lifetime the Lord
will knock on our door many times
for many different reasons.  Will
we hear the call?  The choice is
always ours! 

Vincentian Spirituality at Work

Cleborn Stokes and Helen Mead
Two faithful servants of St. Vincent de Paul

Two Gals in Tallahassee
by Landa Paladini 

In March of this year Barbara
Hanuscin and I had the privilege of
going to Tallahassee to be part of
the Florida Catholic Conference as
representatives of St. Vincent de
Paul. This event is called Catholic
Days at the Capitol, and not only is
it very educating but lots of fun too. 

We were scheduled to spend
two full days making contacts and
visiting various legislators. Our
headquarters was the Holiday Inn
Capitol. After settling in, Barbara
and I went downstairs to a large
meeting room where we were given
a packet of information and attend-
ed the Florida Conference
Workshop.  The purpose was to get
everyone up to speed on the various
issues that the Florida Catholic
Bishops deemed important. These
concerns fell under three main
headings: Social Concerns, Health
Issues, and Education. Believe me

when I say that nothing of signifi-
cance regarding human life escapes
the caring eyes of the Bishops. Not
wishing to bore you, I will refrain
from going into detail of the scope
of the Bishops' interest but instead
will move you along as Barbara
and I went about our legislative
business. 

The writer of this article had
taken a strong interest in the plight
of the migrant workers. It began
when Daisy McDonald of the
Catholic Women's Guild took on
the project of collecting food and
clothes for the workers. My interest
took a giant leap forward while
attending a district meeting of the
St. Vincent de Paul Society. One of
the Conference Presidents spoke
about a situation in Crescent City
where the migrants were living in
cardboard boxes and mothers were
covering their children with news-
papers. How can this be in the year
2003?

Barbara and I decided that our
point of interest would be the bills
coming before the legislature that
concerned these unfortunate peo-
ple. On the first evening we were
introduced to Nancy Powers who is
employed by the Florida Catholic
Conference (no relation to Nancy
Powers of LIFETEEN). Her spe-
cialty is Farmworkers Affairs. She
invited us to accompany her to visit
and speak with key legislators who
could influence a bill. We quickly
accepted, and agreed to meet after
the Bishops' Luncheon the next
day. 

The next morning about 150
women and a smattering of men
boarded the buses heading for the
Civic Center where the Bishops'
Luncheon was held.  It was on the
bus, and waiting in line for the
doors to the dining area to be
opened that Barbara and I had a
chance to speak with others. Some   

continued on  page 9

Sacrament of Love

“The church and the world
have a great need of
Eucharistic adoration. Jesus
waits for us in this sacrament of
love. Let us be generous with
our time in going to meet Him
in adoration, and in contempla-
tion that is full of faith and
ready to make reparation for
the great faults and crimes of
the world. May our adoration
never cease.”

-Pope John Paul II
On the Mystery and worship of
the Holy Eucharist
April 1980
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Some of you might remember
an old tune called “The Bells Are
Ringing For Me And My Gal.”
Well, on the evening of February
15, 2003 the bells were indeed
ringing at Christ the King. The
Teen Angels Handbell Choir along
with the Adult Handbell choir
under the able direction of Susan
Grossholz and Dr. Bernie Sans,
respectively, presented the first
annual handbell concert. The theme
was “Love.” The musical selec-
tions had something for everyone.
The Teen Angels even played “The
Bells of St. Mary’s.”

For those of you who perhaps
do not know what it takes to pro-
duce such a concert, let me enlight-
en you just a little.  First of all, the
directors select a theme for the con-
cert and then spend hours searching
for just the right music to coincide
with the selected theme. The
ringers and directors are then called
upon to spend countless hours
rehearsing. The ringers at the
February 15th concert played not
only handbells but chimes as well
and many special effects (or tech-
niques for handbells) were used
allowing the audience to experi-
ence different tonalities and
sounds.

One major difficulty faced by
the Teen Angel ringers was that
Director Susan Grossholz was a bit
too short to be seen by her ringers.
Susan did not have any elevator
shoes and therefore a suitable alter-
native had to be devised. During
the concert, Susan stood precari-
ously on a very small box. I doubt
that anyone noticed as Susan
apparently forgot all about the
small box and concentrated on her
ringers who indeed performed
extremely well. In addition to “The
Bells of St. Mary’s” the Teen
Angels also entertained us with
“God So Loved The World,”
“Steadfast Love,” “An American
Medley,” “Kiss The Girl,” and
“The Gift of Love” with soloist
Mandy Grossholz.

Dr. Sans opened the concert
with “Arioso,” a love song written
by J. S. Bach for his wife.
Following the organ solo, the Teen
Angels and the Adult Handbell
choirs joined for “Processional in
Eb.” Handbells and chimes were
used as both choirs processed to the
altar. At the end of the concert, both
choirs joined to play “Wedding
Song.” 

Dr. Sans was not without his
problems in pulling the concert
together. He was not called upon to
stand on a box during the concert
but you need to remember that he
was dealing with adults. Adults had
a very difficult time in getting onto
and off of the altar. Which left did
he mean – his left, my left, what?

Usually it was “Your other left”.
There were some near misses but
fortunately no one was hurt, the
ringers managed to get their gloves
on the correct hands, they played
well, and Dr. Sans did not slip off
of the organ bench. What more
could we have asked?  Renditions
performed by the Adult Handbell
Choir included “O Love That Will
Not Let Me Go,” “Shenandoah,”
“Jesu, Joy of Mans Desiring.”
“Celebration of Love,” and “Love
Song.”

Ringers in the Adult Handbell
Choir are: Pat Bejarano, Susan
Fowler, Susan Grossholz, Harriet
Hughes, Wanda Klima, Alena
Maroney, Russ Matzen, Denise
Myers, Cara Titoni, and Niki
Wallace. The Teen Angels include:
Martha Coyle, Rebecca Coyle,
Sarah Coyle, Christina Gagnon,
Bethany Pevy, Jennifer Semper,
Linda Seuss, Brandy Tyndall,
Brittney Welsh and Ashley Wilson.

We asked the ringers to provide
you with some of their thoughts on
the concert. Some ringers advised
that they were scared to death and
could not feel the bells in their
hands. It appears, however, that all
ringers enjoyed the experience and
are anxious to begin preparing for
the next concert. Some of the
ringers were quite curious as to
why the doors of the church had
been locked prior to the start of the
concert.  

Those who chose to attend the
concert were called upon to partic-
ipate by raising their voices in song
in between various sets of handbell
renditions. If your ears were not
ringing on February 15th, then you
do not know what you missed. The
handbell choirs would like to espe-
cially thank those who did attend
and for their kind donations.
Thanks to your most generous
donations, the handbell choirs now
have new handles for the bells –
ask any ringer and they will let you
know how much they appreciate
your kindness.

For those of you who could not
attend the February concert, please
plan to attend the next concert in
2004. As a special note to those of
you who might have found locked
doors, please be assured that the
doors will be open for the next
annual handbell concert and we do
hope you will be in attendance. The
theme for the 2004 concert is
“Peace.”

The Bells Were Ringing!

had come from as far as Key West,
there was an enormous Miami and
Orlando presence and their areas of
interest were as diverse as their
points of origin.  We knew then that
the legislators would know that the
Florida Catholic Conference was
about serious business. 

Unfortunately for Duval
County, but very fortunately for us,
there was a very poor representa-
tion from our Diocese, which led to
Barbara and me having the honor
of sitting on either side of Bishop
Galeone at the luncheon.  Not only
is the Bishop a very spiritual man,
he is also very down to earth and an
interesting conversationalist.
Barbara and I were in our highest
glory as we were seated down front
with most of the Florida Bishops in
touching distance, and Archbishop
Favalora of Miami seated at the
very next table.

As soon as lunch was finished
we quickly joined up with Nancy
Powers and several other very
interesting people who had serious
interest in seeing that certain bills
were passed. These people had
been migrant workers and had
insight on what needed to be done.
One woman was interested in see-
ing the passage of a bill requiring
employers to inform workers about
the health risks of being exposed to
pesticides, and to provide treatment
if exposed to them.  Her evidence
was her face, which had deep
marks carved into her cheeks due to
the pesticides that were used when
she did that type of work. The orig-
inal bill was passed in 1994 and
"sunsetted" in 1998.  It has a good
chance of passing again this ses-
sion.

We visited several offices but
our biggest thrill was to get into the
office of Jim King, as he is the
President of the Legislature and has
a great deal of influence as to
which bills come up to the floor or
even get out of committee.  Since
Barabara and I are from Duval
County it was not too difficult to
arrange an appointment. This man
is busy, so if you can catch him you
better be prepared to say what you
want to say. The others in the group
had prepared a folder, which he

took and then briefly asked us what
our concerns were. He said that we
should sit down with his assistant,
and go over the issues with her.  

We visited several offices that
day along with other groups of peo-
ple. Some wore t-shirts with their
cause clearly printed on it; others
huddled together in hushed tones
planning their strategies as they
made their way into and out of the
legislative offices. Each of us
believed deeply that what we were
there for was justice. Our legisla-
ture is in session for such a short
time that anyone who wants some-
thing done spends quite a bit of
time trying to influence the vote of
his or her legislator. We had spent
the entire afternoon speaking on
behalf of the migrant workers to the
legislators who could help. It was
an exhilarating afternoon and there
was still more to come.  

The final lap of this busy day
was the 28th annual celebration of
the Red Mass at St. Thomas More.
This Mass goes back to 13th centu-
ry England, where it was the cus-
tom for the Celebrants and the
judges of the High Court to wear
red, thus its name. Its purpose is to
invoke the Holy Spirit to grant
guidance and inspiration to those
working with the law. There were
the eight Florida Bishops plus the
celebrant, Archbishop Favalora all
resplendent in their red vestments.
The music and the choir were
almost ethereal, as the assembly
was drawn into this lovely and
ancient  service. The lector for the
first reading was Governor Jeb
Bush and the homilist was Bishop
Galeone. His homily was so mov-
ing, he received a standing ovation.

Barbara and I were over-
whelmed with all that we saw and
did in two days.  Words alone
would never express the gamut of
emotions that we experienced
while at the Conference.

We hear so much about what is
wrong in our Society, but if you
had been at this Conference, you
would also see that there are many,
many good people working togeth-
er to improve the lot of our less for-
tunate brethren. Suffice to say that
we returned with a deeper commit-
ment to bring a better life to all.

Two Gals in Tallahassee
continued from previous page

by 
Susan Grossholz & Harriet Hughes
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by Harriet Hughes

At the time of this writing, Lent
has just begun.  Gone are the
Alleluias and the altar is dressed in
deep purple. We are facing 40 days
in which we are called to reflect
and do penance. In years past, we
have been encouraged to do
penances and make sacrifices dur-
ing the season of Lent. In answer to
such encouragement, some have
“given up” candy, gum, perhaps
cigarettes or sweets in general (and
the good intentions like New Year’s
resolutions are often soon forgot-
ten).  When I was much younger, I
used to impress my friends by giv-
ing up smoking for Lent (of course
that was no real sacrifice because I
never smoked in the first place).
This type of sacrifice is well and
good but I would like to propose
something else for perhaps next
Lent. Further, I would suggest that
we can start now and make our
“Lenten” penances and sacrifices a
part of our daily lives.

Instead of giving up something
for Lent, we can still do penance
and make sacrifices in a positive
way. Try taking on something for
Lent. Remember Christ “took on” a
cross for you. Try attending
Adoration – even if you can only
stay for a minute or two. The nuns
used to tell us a story about a mail-
man who had a very large route. A
Catholic church was close to the
middle of that route. Everyday as
Tony would pass the church, he
would dash up the steps, open the
door, wave at the altar and say “Hi,
Jesus!  This is Tony” and off he
would go. Years later as Tony lay
dying in the midst of family mem-
bers, a loud whisper was heard say-
ing “Hi, Tony. This is Jesus!”

Another suggestion would be
to attend an extra Mass or two dur-
ing the week. There are several
from which you can choose. There
are Stations of the Cross on
Fridays, as well as a Parish

Mission. Try doing good deeds for
people who are not relatives. For
something really difficult, try doing
something nice for someone you
really do not like, perhaps a co-
worker or a neighbor. Just see how
many  good deeds you can find to
do – you might surprise yourself.

Finally, for those of you who
have a talent for singing or playing
a musical instrument but never
have “enough time” to join the
adult choir or perhaps the handbell
choir – make some time. Give of
yourself. Just ask yourself what if
God answered our prayers the way
we answer His call to service?  

Why would we want to do all of
this you might ask. Well, just start
listening – really listening – to the
music that the choir has selected in
order to assist you in experiencing
Easter and all of its glories.

During all the Sundays of Lent,
the choir asks the Lord for mercy.
“Lord send down your mercy and
set us  free!”  We are reminded “Do
not be afraid, I am with you. Come
and follow me. I will bring you
home. I love you and you are
mine.” Our attention is further
called to the fact that Christ’s love
is everlasting. “Till earthly jour-
neys end, whose love no passing
years can dim.” Those words are
mighty reassuring, especially in the
troubled times in which we live.
The choir will sing about turning to
Christ anew and placing our trust in
him. As our own Father Carr would
tell you, faith is when you believe
that a high wire walker pushing a
cart from one side of the arena to
the other will make it safely
because he has done it so many
times – but trust has us climbing
into that cart.

At the start of the Easter
Triduum on Holy Thursday, the
Mass progresses to the Gloria at
which time the choir joyously sings
“Glory to God in the Highest!”
Bells ring. What a wonderful feel-
ing exists. Quiet then quickly

ensues. The hymns are subdued and
pensive.  At the end of the Mass,
the strains of Tantum Ergo and
Pange Lingua fill the church as the
priest slowly and methodically
removes the Blessed Sacrament
from the tabernacle and transports
it to a temporary home.  The doors
of the tabernacle are opened wide -
the tabernacle is totally empty.
Altar decorations and cloths are
quietly removed leaving but a bare
table. The light signifying the ever
presence of Christ in the tabernacle
is extinguished. Only emptiness
remains.

As the congregation returns on
Good Friday, they hear the choir
singing “Were you there when they
crucified my Lord?” Just imagine
that you are standing at the foot of
that cross. You were there – your
sins represented you.  You gaze into
the face of the crucified man and
then look down and see drops of
blood striking the hard clay.
Through the choir you learn that
“God will provide the Lamb of
price!” “He sighs, he dies, he takes
my sin and wretchedness.” You
realize that your sin debt has been
paid in full. “Worthy is the Lamb
whose death makes me his own!”
Have you suffered with His moth-
er?  Have you remembered to thank
Him? The choir will sing “We
remember you, O Lord and your
sacrifice; Broken body and your
blood, giving up your life.” The
song pleads “Give us faith and
hope and love, strength to follow
you.” You hear the words of  Christ
pitifully questioning through the
choir “My People, what have I
done to you? How have I offended
you?  Tell me. I gave you a royal
scepter, you crown me with
thorns.” What do you think would
have happened if God had not sent
His only begotten son to earth
because He wanted you to be pre-
pared to pay the price of sin?

On Holy Saturday evening,
services begin at dusk with the

lighting of the new fire and bless-
ing of new water. The spirit of the
moment remains solemn and the
empty feeling of Holy Thursday
evening pervades the darkened
church.  The congregation process-
es into the church carrying candles
lit with the new fire symbolizing
the fresh beginning which is taking
place. As the candles flicker, chant-
ed prayers are sung to memorialize
the fact that Christ has died and we
are reminded of  the promise that
He would rise again on the third
day. As the Mass progresses to the
Gloria, bells once again ring loud
and long, the organ sounds joyous-
ly, lights brighten and the choir
again sings out “Give Glory To
God in the Highest,” joyfully pro-
claiming to the world that the victo-
ry has been won. The darker sounds
of the season have been replaced
with bright, uplifting hymns filled
with Alleluias and great rejoicing
because “The Lamb is reigning on
his throne!” 

The Easter story begins in a
borrowed cave in Bethlehem but it
has no ending for Christ is with us
forever as He promised. Our task
now is to keep the story alive in our
lives and in the lives of others that
we might somehow influence. It is
obvious that the story is alive and
well at Christ the King as evi-
denced by the attendance at daily
Mass, support of the stewardship
program and in tremendous partici-
pation in numerous church min-
istries.  However, we must be ever
vigilant to keep the story alive and
well. 

So what did you take on for
Lent? Hopefully the spirit of the
season will carry through to your
daily life. The hymn “Were you
there?” concludes with “Were you
there when He rose up from the
tomb?” Put yourself there. When
the choir sings the first Alleluia at
Easter, you will experience a new
type of joy reserved especially for
you.

WHAT DID YOU GIVE UP FOR ?

by Eileen Porter

Diocesan Stewardship Day 2003 held on March 4,
opened with the celebration of Mass by Father
Michael Larkin, pastor of the host parish Prince of
Peace.

Following Mass, registration and a continental
breakfast took place in the parish hall. Then back to
the church sanctuary, and words of welcome from
Father Larkin. After the opening prayer the Most
Reverend Bishop, Victor Galeone addressed the
assemblage.

Keynote speaker, Reverend Father Jay Glenn
Murray, S.J. was introduced by Ms. Patricia Thomas.
Father Murray is a truly dynamic speaker and ener-
gized the group with a stirring speech and at times he
broke into song to emphasize his words. After con-
cluding his message, he received a well deserved
standing ovation. Father Murray graciously answered
the many questions the assemblage had for him.

Lunch was served in the parish hall. Since this was
a Diocesan affair there were a number of familiar faces
and it was a wonderful opportunity to renew old
friendships. Among those present were former Christ
the King pastor Monsignor  Mortimer Danaher, former
assistant pastors Father Seamus O’Flynn, Father Guy
Noonan, Father John Phillips, Father James Bodie, and
former Christ the King parishioner Father Terrence
Morgan. It was also a pleasure to see  former Christ the
King educator Sister Enda Egan.

The afternoon session began with Diocesan
Stewardship Chairman Jose De Jesus leading the
group in song, followed by Patricia Thomas who intro-
duced Sister Donna Ciangio, O.P. who spoke on Small
Faith Sharing Groups and their contribution to parish
life. Sister Donna’s presentation was very informative.

Following a question and answer period the pro-
gram ended with a prayer. 
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In 2002, a new chapter presi-
dent, Paul Ghiotto, was installed to
direct the Nocturnal Adoration
ministry within the Parish. Paul is
not a newcomer to Nocturnal. His
father, Joe Ghioto, an original
member, would “bring” Paul along
in his high school years. Except for
a two - year hiatus while on active
duty and 12 years gone from
Jacksonville due to his government
job, Paul has been a member since
the beginning. As leader of Band
One Paul is joined by fellow band
members (brother and sister-in-
law) Phil and Jeanette Ghioto, (sis-
ter) Emily Berlinghoff, Nydia
Diefenbach, and immediate past
chapter president Marty Polsenski. 

Paul’s experience has helped in
the transition through several
changes during his first year as
ministry leader. Paul is grateful to
all of the band - leaders, chapter
officers, and individual members
who have helped him.

Paul says that each month at
Nocturnal he can’t help but think
about all of the faithful people from
Christ the King who have given so
many hours in adoration over the
years. Many have passed on to their
eternal reward – the exact goal for
which they had been so praying for
each month. Truly inspiring people
like Pete Conlin, Regis O’Connell,
Ray and Catherine Hauck, and
Frank Broome - all from Band One
- are remembered each month dur-
ing the “Prayers for Deceased
Members” portion of the hour.
Others, from the list above, are still
coming each month and providing
the strong Catholic example that
has been a hallmark of Christ the
King over the years.  It’s difficult to

belong to this ministry and not be
impressed by the people who have
been and are its members.  Like so
many of Christ the King ministries,
the strength of the ministry lies in
its members.  Paul says that
Nocturnal Adoration is probably
the simplest but easily the most
important ministry to which a per-
son can belong. If a person can join
only one ministry why not try
Nocturnal Adoration.  Prayer and
meditation haven’t killed anyone
yet!

Paul’s parents are Joe and
Frances Ghioto who along with
children Phil, Paul, and Stephen,
were original parish members.
Frances, a loving mother and dedi-
cated volunteer at Christ the King
School, died in 1983. Joe, an out-
standing tile setter by trade, remar-
ried in 1986 to wife Barbara.
They’re retired and living near
Eustis, Florida. Like so many other
CK parents at the time, Joe and
Frances Ghioto taught their six
children a tremendous work ethic
and the importance of any honest
work being decent work. They
especially stressed the value of a
good Catholic school education and
made many sacrifices to see that
each one of their children received
one.

Paul attended Assumption
Grade School for First Grade. Upon
completion of the original Christ
the King combination church-
school building in 1956 he entered
Christ the King School in the
Second Grade. He graduated from
Christ the King in 1962, from
Bishop Kenny in 1966, and from
JU in 1972. (note: Paul wants
everyone to know that he was
joined at all four schools by class-

mates/parishioners Dennis Scobie
and Vernon Duncan). 

During his senior year at
Bishop Kenny he entered into the
Navy Reserve “2X6” program.
Right after high school he served
two years active service aboard the
heavy cruiser USS Newport News,
home-ported in Norfolk, Virginia.
He served an additional 26 years in
the drilling Reserve from which he
retired in 1994.

Paul met his wife, Hazel, in a
Latin America History class at JU.
Paul and Hazel were married at
Christ the King “in the cafeteria” in
September 1971 and have remained
in the parish. They have two chil-
dren, Catherine and Paul Anthony,
Jr. Catherine is in a graduate pro-
gram in occupational therapy and
Paul, Jr. is a third year law student
at the University of Florida.

Paul has returned much he has
received from Christ the King. As a
CK student he played basketball
and softball and was an altar server.
While at JU he coached the CK
basketball team in 1969-70, which
seemingly all by itself, went 17-3.
Team members included brother
Greg, Mark Brodeur, the Shearer
brothers, the Doyle brothers, Mark
Faustini, Willie Gorospe, Tim
Morgan, and Fran Chamberlain. He

also coached the school’s first ever
soccer team which went 0-10 in its
inaugural season.  Paul says that
players such as Don Cameron,
Tommy Germano, and Paul Pafford
made the soccer games fun regard-
less of the outcome.

As result of his great interest in
history he began his career with the
National Park Service in 1970 as a
seasonal ranger at the Castillo de
San Marcos in St. Augustine. He
entered fulltime employment with
NPS in September 1972. He plans
to retire from NPS and his current
position as the sole law enforce-
ment officer at the Timucuan
Ecological and Historic Preserve in
about a year. 

In his spare time he enjoys the
challenge of officiating adult slow
pitch softball and high school bas-
ketball, fast-pitch softball, and
baseball. He says he experiences a
real sense of déjà vu when he offi-
ciates at Kenny on the same gym
floor where he took his SAT test
and graduated.

Thank you, Paul, for all you
have done! Your parents con-
tributed greatly as original church
members. You and Hazel, too, are
continuing as examples of mem-
bers that make Christ the King an
outstanding Parish.

N o c t u r n a l ’ s
N e w  D i r e c t o r

Paul Ghiotto, Jr., Catherine, Hazel and Paul Ghiotto, Sr.

continued from page 7

President George W. Bush has
committed up to $400 billion over
the next ten years in his FY 2004
budget to pay for modernizing and
improving Medicare. 

The President’s framework for
Medicare will provide more choic-
es and better benefits for all sen-
iors. If legislation is passed in
2003, then beginning next year,
seniors will have the following
benefits: 
In 2004: 
All seniors will receive access to

discounted drugs (discount of
10-25%) through Medicare-
endorsed prescription drug dis-
count cards.

All low-income seniors will have
access to drug discounts
through the card, and an addi-
tional $600 per year to assist in
purchasing prescription drugs.

In 2006: 
Seniors will have the option of

staying in Traditional Medicare
and receiving a prescription
drug discount card, coupled
with coverage that would pro-
tect them against high out-of-
pocket costs for their prescrip-
tion medicines. 

All seniors will have access to at
least three new 
Enhanced Medicare plans that
offer:

•comprehensive prescrip-
tion drug coverage;
•full coverage of preven-
tive care; and 
•protection against high
out-of-pocket medical
costs.

Seniors will still have the
option of choosing a Medicare
Advantage plan that will offer pre-

scription drug coverage and other
benefits in a managed care setting.

Conclusion: Medicare for
Today and Tomorrow 
President Bush is committed to

ensuring that Medicare will always
be there for seniors and people with
disabilities. His ideas for moderniz-
ing and improving Medicare build
on the strengths and successes of
the current system, while guaran-
teeing that all seniors will have
access to a prescription drug bene-
fit and other benefits Medicare
does not offer today. Under the
President’s framework for
Medicare, seniors will have the
right to the same type of health care
benefits enjoyed by members of
Congress and other employees of
the federal government. Low-
income seniors will not pay more
for additional benefits. 

To improve, Medicare must
have the benefit of modern health
care delivery systems and methods
that have proven successful in the

private sector. The President’s ini-
tiative will introduce private sector
innovation and competition to the
Medicare system to help keep costs
reasonable, ensure high quality care
and begin to address Medicare’s
long-term financial challenges. 

While Medicare must be mod-
ernized and improved to meet the
needs of its current participants, the
program must also be made sus-
tainable for future generations.
Given the financial challenges
Medicare faces in the future,
changes to the Medicare program
we make today must not exceed our
nation’s means to deliver them
tomorrow. 

Seniors have waited too long
for a modernized Medicare with a
prescription drug benefit. It is time
for members of both political par-
ties to work together to pass legis-
lation this year that will modernize
and improve Medicare for seniors
today and tomorrow. 

Information taken from Senior
Journal website at www.seniorjour-
nal.com

Revised
Medicare

Plan
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by Nicholas Winiewicz

For six weeks, starting January
16, a number of our parishioners,
my wife Natalie, and I participated
in a series on the Beatitudes.  This
was a moving and meaningful
experience for me and brought the
words given to us by Jesus to life.  

The format each week was the
same. First, we listened to an expla-

nation of the Beatitude being stud-
ied. Key words were analyzed for
their meaning and we learned why
Jesus chose the words that he did.
We then broke down into smaller
groups where we considered a
number of questions – what the
Beatitude means to us, how it
should be applied to daily life, and
where we fell short of the goal.
Hearing other parishioners person-
alize the words of our Lord was an
experience I will never forget.  At
the end of the session, each group
presented a summary of discus-
sions, and although many of the
comments were the same, many
were different, emphasizing that
they apply to all.  Father Thanh

would close each meeting with his
own interpretation of the words and
with a prayer.

The first week – “Blessed are
the poor in spirit for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.”  I never really
understood these words, having
always felt those rich in spirit
would be blessed.  But I learned
that poor in spirit is a person who
recognizes his dependence upon
God, has faith and trusts God.  We
truly need God in our lives to fulfill
his plan for us and for the world.
Each of us has a piece of His plan
to perform and being poor in spirit
allows Him to do His work through
us. I also learned that those who are
poor in spirit inherit the kingdom of
heaven now, not in the future.
Theirs IS the kingdom, not theirs
will be the kingdom, shows that the
kingdom is within each and every
one of us who trust God.

The second
week – “Blessed
are those who
mourn for they
will be comfort-
ed” and “Blessed
are the meek for
they will inherit
the earth.” In the
days of Jesus, the
common belief
was that the rich
and powerful
were truly
blessed by God,

and that those who suffered were
sinners.  Jesus shows us with these
powerful words that the opposite is
true, those who mourn and suffer
will be comforted by God, and the
meek will achieve the greatest
inheritance of all – eternal life.

The third week – “Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be
filled” and “Blessed are the merci-
ful, for they will receive mercy.”
The word righteousness is doing
God’s will, not ours. We are not
only asked to do His will, but we
are also asked to be merciful to
those that are still finding their way
to Him. This is not an attitude of
pride, but of service to others, and

we all need to help
each other find eternal
life.

The fourth week –
“Blessed are the pure
in heart for they will
see God,” and
“Blessed are the
peacemakers for they
will be called children
of God.” As Father
Thanh explained, pure
means unmixed, and
the heart is the symbol of love.
Here we are being asked to love
God totally, which is not always
easy in this very materialistic soci-
ety. We are also being asked to love
our neighbors as ourselves and to
seek peace in our homes and in our
world.

The fifth week – “Blessed are
those who are persecuted for right-
eousness sake for theirs is the king-
dom of heaven.”  This is Jesus’ call
to action. We are being asked to
stand up for what is truly right –
God’s will, and we will be perse-
cuted for it. Jesus was persecuted
for proclaiming a God of love and
forgiveness, and he tells us that we
can expect the same. We cannot be
satisfied being one of the silent
majority, but have to take a stand.
As Jesus knew, we can expect God
to remain with us through whatever
ordeals we suffer. Here again, Jesus
promises us that the kingdom of
heaven is ours today, not sometime
in the future.

The last week – “Living the
Beatitudes today.” This presenta-
tion summarized all of the previous
weeks’ learning and applied it to
today. It is interesting that the
promise of the kingdom of heaven
is in the first and eighth Beatitude,
emphasizing God’s love for us. All
of the Beatitudes are connected to
each other and make a beautiful cir-
cle. Being poor in spirit, trusting
God, leads us to peacemaking.
Meekness leads to mercy. Striving
to lead a life that is righteous will
lead to persecution. As stated by
one of the presenters, “Like facets
of a diamond, the Beatitudes are

ways of living and reflecting a sin-
gle love.”

To truly live the Beatitudes, I
learned that we have to apply them
to our lives now in every decision
and action we make. None of us are
perfect, but these words provide the
ideal that we should all strive for,
and trust God for his promise and
forgiveness. Most inspiring to me
were the stories shared in the small
groups, stories of drastic losses and
stronger faith. Many shared their
experiences where they hit bottom
and were left with only their faith
and in every case God answered
their prayers. I learned that God is
always with each one of us, but we
choose to not recognize Him by
being so busy worrying about our
daily lives and the future. When we
suffer losses, we focus clearly on
the ultimate source of hope and this
is where we discover God. We need
to continually strengthen our rela-
tionship with God through daily
prayer, scripture reading and lead-
ing active Christian lives.

Father Thanh summarized the
sessions beautifully, when he said
that first and foremost, we need to
build up our own community of
faith right where we are; loving,
worshiping together and caring for
each other. Then all around us will
take notice and say, look how won-
derful those Christians are – let us
do as they do.  

If you did not have the opportu-
nity to attend this faith sharing, I
highly recommend that you consid-
er participating in a future one.  The
experience will strengthen your
faith life and bring you closer to
God.

LLiivviinngg  tthhee
BBeeaattiittuuddeess
TTooddaayy

by Alick Hardie

The Jewish origins of the Seder
Meal go back to the Exodus, the
flight from Egypt, and the passing
over the Jewish households when
the Lord struck down all the first
born in Egypt. God prescribed that
the Jews forever remember the
Passover, and how and when they
should do it. They still do today.

The Christian significance of
the Seder Meal or Passover Meal is
that Christ, as a Jew, was obeying
the law and celebrating the
Passover at the Last Supper and
during that meal he gave us the
Eucharist. These two elements are
shown clearly during the proceed-
ings.

On Monday, April 14, Small
Faith Sharing Groups started Holy
Week with a Seder Meal. It began

with 5:30p.m. Mass and then we
proceeded to the Shirley David
Hall for the ceremony and the
meal. Father Thanh officiated as
the “Father,” Doris Faustini was the
commentator and many others par-
ticipated during the evening. We
prayed, ate, drank wine, sang and
generally had a wonderful evening.

Thanks to everyone who made
this evening such a success.

Small Faith Sharing GroupsWidows and Widowers
Ministry

by Claretta Lamusga

I think the very best thing to come our of the Widows and Widowers
Ministry is the chance to talk to others who are encountering the same
types of problems that I encounter in taking on the unwanted challenge
of living alone . . . many of us for the very first time in our lives. It builds
strong friendships, knowing that they understand where we are coming
from spiritually and in the outside world.

by Isabelle Fusco, Ministry leader

On September 15, 1998, our ministry for the bereaved had its first
meeting. We are a support group for those who have lost a loved one. We
are here to help those who need prayer, encouragement and strength.

Please pray for our ministry.

Some of the Adult Education core members

Pat Setser and Lucille Guzzone
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by Darlene O’Neal 

Dedicated, committed, hard-
working, ready to serve, eager to
help, are just some of the descrip-
tions of one of our members at
Christ the King. Having entered
the Catholic church thru RCIA
only three years ago, he has
become a very active member
indeed. 

The Monday after the Easter
Vigil in 2000, he was at the recto-
ry to volunteer for the beautifica-
tion ministry. Next, he became a
member of the RCIA team and
continues today. He volunteers at
the Sulzbacher Center monthly to
help prepare the dinner meal for
the homeless. Here he cooks for
two hours. He gets up every
Thursday at 5:15 to drive across
town to help make breakfast for
the children at Holy Rosary
Catholic School. He joined the
Knights of Columbus and
achieved 4th degree in record
time. He helped to remodel the
Knights’ new hall and continues to
help when needed. This man was
on his hands and knees cleaning
the new bathrooms in the school
building when he didn’t even have
children or grandchildren in the
school! He went to Cursillo week-
end in 2001 and attends the men’s
prayer group on Monday nights
and also the Ultreyas on the fourth
Friday at Resurrection Church. 

On First Fridays, you will find
him at Mass in the Knights of
Columbus Hall, followed by
Nocturnal Adoration in the chapel. 

All of these activities were
interrupted for several months
while he recuperated from a very
serious broken ankle and leg (note:
this happened while having fun
with his grandchildren—he fell

from a tree). He came to Mass in a
wheelchair, on crutches, and final-
ly on his own two feet! This person
is determined, to say the least. He
set a goal to be back on his feet in
time to work the fish fry on Ash
Wednesday. His doctor had okayed
full weight- bearing on his leg only
the day before. He never missed a
night in that kitchen during Lent.
At the Easter Vigil this year, he
walked down the aisle as a spon-
sor. 

He has been married to the
same lady for 46 years and helped
to raise four children. He is
“Poppa” to seven grandchildren,
ages 14 months to 21 years. He has
been a faithful member of this
parish for only three years and
could be considered a late
bloomer, but he certainly is bloom-
ing where he is planted, here at
Christ the King. 

He is an example to other peo-
ple who might think it’s too late to
change their lives. It’s never too
late to turn to God and to do His
will. This man is certainly the
wind beneath my wings. 

This man is Louie O’Neal, my
husband.

LLaattee     BBlloooommeerr     
by William Campbell

Lieutenant Cadet Nurse, Margaret Vozar was busy as a bee taking care
of the wounded at Nichols General Hospital, Louisville, KY, when World
War II ended.

Margaret decided not to pursue
a military career at that time, and
entered nursing in Warren, Ohio,
her home town, as a surgical nurse.
After five years of hospital and
industrial nursing, Margaret and
two other nurses decided to move
to Miami, Florida. Upon their
arrival in Miami they applied for
jobs at Mercy Hospital; they were
hired on the spot. It was this move
that in the end brought this plucky
blonde to Jacksonville.

A blind date during Christmas,
1953, decided Margaret’s fate.
This successful encounter with
Bill Campbell led to wedding bells
and a move to Jacksonville when
husband Bill was promoted in

March 1954.
After a short period of apartment dwelling, Marge and Bill bought

their first house in Arlington.
Marge, being a devout Catholic, joined Christ the King, and attended

her first Mass at Jacksonville University. Bill, being a devout Protestant,
promised Father O’Sullivan before their wedding he would bring their
kids up in the Catholic Church. Well, the good Lord was looking out for
Marge and Bill, as they were blessed with a son and a daughter; both of
whom attended Christ the King School as well as Bishop Kenny.

Over the years Marge participated in the progress of Christ the King
in many ways,  the first of which was collecting pledges to help build the
church itself.

Marge returned to work after the children were in college, and helped
open the outpatient clinic at Memorial Hospital, where she spent 16 years
before retiring in 1987. Marge also participated in the Christ the King
Free Clinic for nine years, and has been an active member of Christ the
King Renew program since 1980.

Marge and Bill will celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary next
February 25th.

A Tribute
to the Faithful

by Dick Hulcher

The Sacristans are one of the
oldest ministries at Christ the King.
Dr. Bernie Sans, Minister of Music
and parish liturgy authority, said
this group would have been here
from the start of the parish.
Monsignor John Lenihan, second
pastor of the parish, agreed with
this. He said that Bishop Larkin,
the founding pastor, had the assis-
tance of Sacristans as did he.

The Monsignor described
Sacristans as “essential to the
Church.” The duties of the
Sacristans are to help priests with
their priestly duties. The Sacristans
prepare the vessels, the water and
wine, the hosts and check the cibo-
riams in the tabernacle before each
Sunday, Saturday, weekday daily,
and special time Mass such as wed-
dings and funerals.

They also prepare the church
for Baptisms and Confirmations. In
the absence of youth altar servers,

they also perform these duties as
needed and serve as Eucharistic
Ministers. Monsignor Mortimer
Danaher, pastor from 1977 to 1997,
said the parish could not operate
without Sacristans. He remembered
Joe Stazinski, deceased, as one of
the earliest during his time as pas-
tor.

Monsignor Danaher had been at
Bishop Kenny with Joe’s kids and
appointed him a Sacristan when he
retired from the Navy. In addition
to the previously listed duties, Joe
helped parish kids who attended
public school with religious stud-
ies. He recalled the much beloved
Mr. Kim Do coming to the parish
and showing up at all the Masses.
Mr. Do currently helps take care of
the gardens near the church named
after Stazinski.

Monsignor recalled Sacristan
Dan Shashy, now Father Shashy,
retired, and his deceased wife,
Bernice, who worked so faithfully
in the religious book store. He also

spoke of Elmer Ponte, one of the
pillars of the Sacristan group, who
is always at the early Masses, a
practice he continues today as
Sacristan for the 7:00 a.m. Sunday
Mass.

Monsignor thanked God for
Ray Hauck who was everywhere
and did everything for quite some
time. He spoke of Nick Debs, the
coordinator of Sacristans today, for
his zeal and dedication. Debs, who
served Mass with Dick Hulcher at
many funerals, spoke of Cy
Kothman as being one of the earli-
est to serve in this ministry. He
recalled two other early Sacristans
who are now deceased: George
Callahan and Ed Jones, to whom
the bench in front of the outdoor
crucifix is dedicated.

Father Thanh Nguyen, pastor
since 2001, but a parish priest for
five years before being named pas-
tor, described the Sacristans as
“wearing many hats” with the prin-
cipal duty of helping the priests
prepare for Mass. He said that the
present Sacristans are “a unique
and wonderful group” and all visit-
ing priests compliment them. He

mentioned that Father Rouville
Fisher had gotten used to what the
group does for the priests here and
was surprised when he didn’t find
that help when saying Mass at
another church. 

The Sacristans you may have
seen setting up the altar for week-
end Masses are as follows:
Saturday, 5:00 p.m., Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Redmond; Sunday, 7:00
a.m., Elmer Ponte and/or Kim Do;
Sunday, 8:30 a.m., Harriet Hughes;
Sunday, 10:00 a.m., Nick Debs
and/or Rich and Kathy Daniels; and
at the Sunday, 12:00 p.m. noon
Mass, Paul Dodd. The Sunday 5:00
p.m. including LIFE TEEN is
served by Pat Bianco.

Father Thanh recognized Kim
Do, Nick Debs and Elmer Ponte as
always being there when needed.
He remembered Ray Hauck as per-
forming as though the ministry
“was a full time job,” including
inspecting the priests’ vestments
and getting them dry cleaned as
needed. Father Thanh concluded
his interview by thanking God for
this wonderful ministry and hoping
God would let it continue.

The History 
of the Sacristans
at Christ the King

RecountHis deeds ...
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Father went on to say not only must we believe but this also implies
we do what He calls us to do. We are to be compassionate people trying
to understand what the other person's shoes feel like. You must truly
believe you are called by God to move in that faith direction and set the
proper course for your life.

This mission was so rich in spiritual nuggets that there is enough
material to take up several pages; this writer will try to choose those treas-
ures that have the most benefits for us as we go about our lives. 

Father Bill reminded us that everything starts with our attitude. We
definitely have an attitude toward our faith and Father posed a question to
us. "Do we practice our faith as a tourist or a pilgrim?" He asked us to
consider what our expectations would be as a tourist. The consensus was
that a tourist is looking for convenience, protection, service, and being
treated in the manner in which they had become accustomed.

Now going on a pilgrimage is a different ball game. It is definitely not
a vacation but it is a time to find out where you are going in this journey
of life. Father said that years ago a pilgrimage was common. A pilgrim
would be expected to ask for food and lodging. On a pilgrimage one is
called to leave everything behind except God. The pilgrims help each
other along the way; they learn to share their food and ask for lodging.
The pilgrims believe God will meet you on your journey as things of the
world lose their importance.

Are you a tourist or a pilgrim? Father had a wonderful story to illus-
trate the point. He said, if you put a frog in hot water, he immediately
jumps out; but if you put him in a pan and slowly increase the tempera-
ture, the frog will be so accustomed to the rising heat that he will never
notice and will eventually die. Are we so comfortable with our culture that
it might rob us of our Christianity?

Father said there were four points to ponder as a pilgrim. The first is
to develop  a private prayer life where you may grow in your friendship
with God. The second is that a pilgrim must be concerned with social jus-
tice. A pilgrim speaks out for those who have no voice. Thirdly, develop
a mellow heart. It is not always easy to be compassionate. We must work
to change those prejudices we have within us. Lastly, be part of a
Christian Community. Be willing to accept those who are different as we
are all God's children.

We are now ready to take a good hard look at ourselves. Sometimes
we do not realize how sinful we are as a people. Father told us that after
World War I, a prominent newspaper asked the readers to give the reason
for the violence and the destruction brought on by war. G.K. Chesteron, a
well-known British author, gave his answer in two words, "I AM." Many
of us refuse to acknowledge how totally interested in self we are.

A spiritual cancer will deaden a community. Father said, "Sin is a
symptom of a much deeper malaise. We are a cynical society. We are
always ready to name the bad points of someone or something before we
point out any good. What is robbing us? There is shrapnel of sin every-

where. That shrapnel affects the thoughts and actions of others. We need
to wake up."

We need to look at Jesus. While on earth Jesus reached out and
touched people. He healed them and He blessed them and still they cruci-
fied Him. When we as a people don't reach out to those in need we too are
yelling, "Crucify Him."

Jesus forgives us without any reserves. Father Bill says that forgive-
ness is a decision. God will give us the grace and strength to forgive those
deep hurts and wounds. When we do so, we free ourselves to continue on
our journey of hope. We must journey together by supporting and lifting
each other up on this hazardous road of life.

The story of the Woman at the Well is an example of a woman with-
out hope. We all know her story of how she was shunned and rejected by
her own community because of the way she was living her life. Jesus,
however, did not condemn her but instead listened and then gave her hope
that there was something far better than what she had. The woman
believed and trusted Jesus. She was so happy that she ran out to tell other
village people about this man. He brought her up instead of putting her
down. As a result she changed her life and brought the other townspeople
to hear the words of Jesus.

There are outcasts all around us. Maybe there are even people in the
parish who feel as if they are outcast within the parish community for
whatever reason. We do not bring ourselves up by bringing other people
down.

As a parish we are to reach out into our own community and allow
people to tell their story without condemning them. We are all on a jour-
ney and there is not one amongst us that is free from sin. We must not only
point out our weaknesses to each other but also be instruments of encour-
agement to each other. Prayer must be a big part of the community. Read
the Sacred Scriptures. Prayer not only changes things; it strengthens our
faith.

As humans we were given individual gifts that were meant to be used
in the service of others. It is our obligation to discover these talents and
put them to work for the greater good of the community.

Father Bill has equipped us well with the tools to continue our jour-
ney of hope.

Father closed the mission with one more story but in this one you will
have to decide what is the right answer for you. There was this very suc-
cessful architect who had never married but he did adopt three children
and raised them as his own. Upon his death the money and the possessions
that he had acquired were bequeathed to the children.

The first child opened a restaurant that did very well. The second child
had inherited his house and office and turned it into a museum that had
representations of what his life was like. The third child became a builder.

Who do you think would have pleased the father the most?

A  Journey  of  Hope

... there were four points to ponder as a pilgrim

"Do we 
practice
our faith 

as a 
tourist

or a 
pilgrim?"
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Bernie Sans directs the choir as

Patrick Ziegenhorn (from
Milwaukee, WI) plays the organ
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“Get off the Bleachers”

I don't need you telling me
what a great job I'm doing. I
want you to help me to do it. 

around his bedspread, he got a call
close to midnight Saturday from
one of his activist parishioners.
"What are you doing?" he was
asked. "Sleeping," he replied.
"Come on down here, we need to
talk!" he was told. The pastor met
with twelve couples from the
church, they discussed a need and
decided that night to build the San
Jose Catholic Church Cultural
Center. These parishioners had
obviously been affected by
Monsignor Danaher's longtime per-
sonal motto of, "Get off the bleach-
ers! I don't need you telling me
what a great job I'm doing. I want
you to help me to do it. You have
money. Put God into your wallet!"

In January 1967 Archbishop
Hurley called once again. This time
it was to grant a favor. He was
preparing to resign from the dio-
cese and offered to give Monsignor
Danaher anything he wanted in the
diocese. Immediately Monsignor
asked for a letter accepting his res-
ignation from Bishop Kenny. That
request was granted. However, it
was not effective immediately as
Monsignor Danaher had hoped.
Archbishop Hurley told him, "he
was going nowhere until I leave."
So, he finished out the school year
and was content with that. One
story he told of his time at Bishop
Kenny was about the boys' basket-
ball team. Before the gym was built
the basketball team won the Florida
state high school championship. It
was written about all over the coun-
try because they had no gym to
practice in and was the first
Catholic high school team to win
the Florida title.

San Jose Parish grew and pros-
pered for years under Monsignor
Danaher's leadership. Then in 1977
came a changing of the guard.
Bishop Tanner, then the head of the
diocese, asked Monsignor if he
would like to accept a change of

scenery. Upon receiving an affir-
mative reply he swapped
Monsignor Danaher of San Jose
Parish and Monsignor Lenihan of
Christ the King parish in June of
1977.

When Monsignor Danaher
arrived at Christ the King he was
the only priest here. The house calls
he needed to make every first
Friday to the sick and infirm num-
bered between 50 and 70 so he had
to stretch them out over two or
three days. But those house calls
were made. Monsignor Danaher's
most important personal ministry
was to be in service to the sick and
poor.  He believes deeply in being a
"servant to the people of God."

The first thing Monsignor did
for the physical plant at Christ the
King was to remodel the social hall
that was also the temporary church.
The windows were changed from
the old awning style and the sus-
pended gas burning heaters were
removed and a central heating and
cooling system installed. Our
parishioners were learning to "get
off the bleachers." The old plywood
"clubhouse" was also a problem for
the newly arrived pastor. For years
it had been used as the school cafe-
teria. A parishioner, Jerry Hires,
worked for the fire department and
told Monsignor Danaher that the
clubhouse was being condemned.
Monsignor asked if there was any-
thing that could be done to prolong
its use for at least a year. The parish
agreed to fix the ceiling, slightly
remodel the kitchen and put in new
doors with panic hardware and thus
were allowed to use it for the time
required to remodel the social hall
into a cafeteria. Every weekend the
hall underwent a transformation
from hall to church and back again.
Tables had to be moved and chairs
rearranged. After doing this for a
while every parishioner was happy
to move into the new church in
June of 1980.

Monsignor Danaher believed
that the parish needed a gym. He
didn't want to lose our junior high
school students to public schools
with better facilities for sports. So
the plans were drawn and the
Kingdome was built as one of the
finest gyms in the diocese and used
for many more things than sports.
It also functions as an auditorium
for student assemblies and parent
meetings, a venue for school plays
and musicals, a facility for school
dances and occasionally becomes a
dinner theater. Classrooms, music
room and storage rooms are con-
tained inside as well. It became
another dream come true with the
help of parishioners who decided to
"get off the bleachers."

In August of 1997 Monsignor
Danaher retired from Christ the
King Parish. However, Monsignor
didn't resign from an active life.  He
says Mass daily at Holy Family
Catholic Church, works in the St.
Francis soup kitchen and is active
in  the St. Vincent de Paul Society.
Most importantly to him he pursues
his personal ministry of visiting,
taking care of and bringing
Communion to the sick.

As he reflected on his life he
felt that his largest challenge was to
"roll with the punches" thrown at
him throughout the years. A great
deal was put on his plate in his first
decade in Florida. He said we were
blessed by the great leaders our
diocese has had since his arrival
here. He also had some views about
Catholics of today. "Human nature
is the same throughout the years,"
he said. In America, though, he
believes we might have too many
things that distract us from our
walk through life as Catholics. He
says that superficial possessions
won't solve any real problems and
thinks that we should ask ourselves
if our values are straight when we
examine our consciences. "Are we
Catholic enough to walk into a

restaurant and bless ourselves visi-
bly and say grace before our meal?"

He laments the rarity of nuns as
teachers in Catholic schools today.
The discipline and respect they
command in the classroom are
invaluable. They have a knack of
identifying the one or two disci-
pline problems in a classroom and
convincing them to behave so the
class may concentrate on study and
learning.

Abortion is a subject that
Monsignor Danaher considers an
abomination for humanity. He says
that any Catholic politician who
doesn't "believe in life 100%" will
never get a vote from him.
Monsignor cites the respected
Mother Theresa who said abortion
will ruin this great land.

The greatest thing that
Monsignor Danaher left to Christ
the King Parish is the idea of
Stewardship. We became a
Stewardship Parish under his guid-
ance. Our parishioners came to
understand the idea of tithing their
time, talent and treasure. As a
result, the parish supports the
Catholic education of the young
people who wish to attend Christ
the King School, Bishop Kenny
High School, and who will con-
tribute their own time and talent to
the parish. Monsignor Danaher
believed that without some kind of
intervention, tuition costs were
going to limit a Catholic education
to those wealthy families able to
afford it and he didn't view this as a
desirable situation. He felt that the
Stewardship concept was the
answer where our entire communi-
ty related by Baptism would help to
educate the children in the parish
who are the future of our communi-
ty. In the end possessions and status
don't guarantee our future with the
Lord.  Good deeds and kindness
and generosity will help get us to
our heavenly reward where Jesus
will say, "You did it My way. You
got off the bleachers."
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by Darlene O'Neal

The Continuing Journey of the
RCIA began with the Day of
Discernment which took place on
Saturday,  February 8, 2003. 

The Day of Discernment is a
special day of prayer, reflection,
witness talks and spiritual awaken-
ing. The RCIA team members and
candidates, as well as some of their
sponsors, are encouraged to attend
and participate. There was almost
100% attendance for this portion of
the RCIA process. Coffee and
donuts were provided for breakfast
followed by the opening remarks
from our director, James Scott. The
Rosary was recited, first by David
Stewart, followed by witness talks
in between each decade. Each wit-
ness speaker shared with all present
a personal experience in their own
spiritual journey. The topics ranged
from sacrifices for your beliefs,
being filled with the Holy Spirit
and love, natural family planning,
the Eucharist, to joining the Church
for the right reasons. It was a very
powerful and emotional outpour-
ing. The talks were given by James
Scott, Mitch Gable, Jackie
Comstock, Darlene O'Neal, and Liz
and Bryan Miller.

Everyone had a chance to
reflect on the morning over a box
lunch that was served in the St.
Mary's Room. Afterwards, Holy
Hour was celebrated in the Chapel,
where the scripture readings were
done by ten of the RCIA candi-
dates. Tony Zeaiter and Louie
O'Neal gave a dramatic recitation
entitled "Who Cares," describing
the torture and crucifixion of
Christ-- the sound of nails being
driven was so realistic you could
almost feel the pain that Christ
endured. Father Roe joined every-
one in the Chapel for Mass, a Mass
that he explained step by step. After
Mass was celebrated, Father
answered any and all questions
directed to him. It truly was a won-
derful day!! 

The following weekly sessions
covered topics ranging from sacra-
ments to temptation, to walking in
the light of faith, to changing our
hearts. On March 9th, the Rite of
Sending was held, with Father Carr
as celebrant at the 10:00 a.m.
Mass. All the Candidates and
Catechumens were recognized for
their progress in their spiritual for-
mation leading to their initiation at
Easter. The sponsors were asked to
testify to the sincerity of the candi-
dates and to their readiness to par-
ticipate fully in the sacraments at
Easter.Then the candidates and
their sponsors were called to the
altar where they signed the Book of
the Elect. They were then prayed
over by the presiding priest and the
congregation, after which they
were sent out to be presented to the
bishop in St. Augustine on the fol-
lowing Saturday afternoon. Many
of the group met in St. Augustine

early to have lunch and to relax a
little before the service began in the
cathedral. Bishop Galeone was
very receptive to all the visitors
from the various parishes and gave
a warm homily. The choir was not
from Christ the King, but they
added a beautiful background of
music during the ceremony. Again,
each candidate was called to stand
and be recognized as representa-
tives from their parish presented
the Book of the Elect to the bishop.
Afterward, there was a lovely
reception and Bishop Galeone very
graciously greeted and posed for
photographs in the courtyard. 

The next step in the RCIA jour-
ney was the Lenten Scrutinies,
where the elect were presented to
the entire congregation on the 3rd,
4th and 5th Sundays of Lent. From
the First to the Third Scrutiny the
elect progress in their perception of
sin and their desire for salvation.
The Scrutinies are meant to uncov-
er, then heal all that is weak or sin-
ful in the hearts of the elect; to
bring out, then strengthen all that is
upright, strong, and good. The
Scrutinies are reinforced by an
exorcism that is intended to free the
elect from the effects of sin and
from the influence of the devil.
They receive new strength during
their spiritual journey, and they
open their hearts to receive the gifts
of Our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

After the First Scrutiny, the
elect were presented copies of the
Nicene Creed and the Lord's
Prayer. Several people planned to
frame them as a reminder to pray
daily. The elect are encouraged to
reflect and pray during this time. 

After the Second Scrutiny,
Baptism was celebrated for one of
the elect's (Mary-Ann Austin) little
girl. The entire RCIA group was
present for the happy occasion.
Also, at this same gathering, we
mourned the loss of little Dayton,
the five month old baby of Joey and
Lianne Lapierre. Lianne is one of
our RCIA family, who will be join-
ing our Church family at Easter.

The elect were encouraged to
attend the Parish Mission the fol-

lowing week. The Mission was
entitled, " Journeying Together,
Facing the Future with Hope." How
appropriate for the RCIA to be in

attendance. It was conducted by
Father William Burkert of
Milwaukee, Wisconsin who spoke
about RCIA and how important it is
to accept people as they are, as
Christ accepted people. 

The RCIA does reach out to
everyone, regardless of their beliefs

or background. The process is
meant to meet the needs of those
men and women who are not bap-
tized, those who are baptized in the
Catholic Church but not confirmed
or have not received the Eucharist
for the first time, or those who are
baptized in another Christian
churches but in need of further
instruction and initiation. 

On Tuesday night of the
Mission, there was a beautiful
Penance Service that the elect were
also encouraged to attend. Most of
the RCIA elect made their first con-
fession at that time. Some made
appointments for private confes-
sions. 

The final night of the Mission
was on Wednesday, a regular RCIA
session night. All of the elect were
present for Mass instead of class
and went up to receive blessings
from the priest during the celebra-
tion of the Eucharist. 

On the Fifth Sunday of Lent at
the 8:30 a.m. Mass, the Third
Scrutiny took place. Father Thanh
celebrated the Mass and gave a
beautiful homily. The elect were
then called forward with their spon-
sors to receive prayers and bless-
ings. Afterwards, many of the elect
and team members gathered for
coffee and donuts in the Parish
Hall. 

The following Wednesday, two
of our RCIA elect, Traci and Brian
Sinor, had their marriage validated
after class. Father Roe performed
the ceremony in the Chapel with all

of the RCIA group in attendance.
This was Father's second wedding
at which he had officiated since
becoming a priest! A small recep-

tion was graciously hosted by
Jackie and Everett Comstock, who
sponsored Traci and Brian in their
pre-marriage classes. Jackie and
Everett also are former RCIA spon-
sors.

Everyone met on Palm Sunday
for the last time to attend Sunday
Mass together and be referred to as
the elect. The group met outside the
gym to hear Father Thanh bless the
palms and recite prayers before
processing to the church for Mass.
Everyone carried a strip of palm to
later take home with them. 

Some of the RCIA group trav-
eled to St. Augustine on Wednesday
for the Chrism Mass in the
Cathedral. The Mass was most
impressive as priests from all the
parishes filed into the church. Each
priest carries back to his own parish
three bottles of Holy Chrism Oil
that has been blessed by the bishop,
to be used in the sacraments of
Baptism, Confirmation and
Sacrament of the Sick. The Final
RCIA Session was held on
Wednesday to practice in the
church for the Easter Vigil. 

It was strongly recommended
for all the elect to attend Holy
Week services beginning with Holy
Thursday and on Good Friday, with
the Seven Last Words followed by
Our Lord's Passion. Both of these
days are emotion filled and will
prepare the elect for the next day
when they should spend the day in
prayer and reflection. 

The final step in the RCIA
process was the Easter Vigil-- com-
ing full circle into the Catholic
Church. The Easter Vigil began
with the elect, their sponsors, the
priests and members of the congre-
gation gathered outside the front
doors of the church where a fire had
been prepared. The Paschal Candle
was lighted after Father blessed the
fire, during what is known as the
Fire Rite. This is the first of four
parts of the Easter Vigil. Everyone
was given a lighted candle to carry
into the darkened church and the
church remained dark until after the
third reading. The Liturgy of the
Word told of God's plan throughout
salvation history. 

The candidates for Baptism
were called to the altar where the
Paschal Candle was lowered into
the baptismal font and the water
blessed. After the candle was
raised, the candidates were asked to
renounce sin and to make a
Profession of Faith. They were
given white garments to wear and
presented with a lighted baptismal
candle. They were also given one
as a keepsake. Everyone was invit-
ed to renew their baptismal promis-
es at this time.

Next, the remaining elect were
called, one by one with their spon-
sor, to come forward for
Confirmation. Each was anointed 

Religious Education

The sessions begin with just
a room full of people but by
the end of the process, the
room is filled with people

who have become like family
and friends.

Continue on next page
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with the Chrism Oil of salvation
that had been blessed by the bishop
on the previous Wednesday. The
elect were called by the name of a
saint that they had selected as their
patron saint. The Liturgy of the
Eucharist brought the whole Easter
Vigil to its climax when all
received the Body and Precious
Blood of Christ. It was a glorious
experience judging by the faces of
the new Catholics. So many had
anticipated this moment for so
long, there was great joy to finally
be able to receive Christ and to
become a member of the faith com-
munity here at Christ the King.
Again, the choir, under the direc-
tion of Bernie Sans, was outstand-
ing! 

There was a bountiful reception
in the parish hall immediately fol-
lowing the vigil . Everyone was
invited to share in the happiness as
well as the food. The focus of atten-
tion was the cross in the center of
the room. It was covered in white

with Easter lilies and palm fronds
at the center. Thanks to Nancy
Powers and the LIFE TEEN group
for letting us borrow their wooden
cross. Thanks to all who helped
with the reception! 

During the nine months it has
taken to accomplish this RCIA
process, many people have given
freely of their time and talents. We
are all volunteers who have a seri-
ous sense of responsibility to 

instruct and encourage all
who have become like family and
friends. Many say they will miss
the weekly sessions and  some
want to come back and be sponsors
or be a part of the RCIA Team.They
will certainly be welcomed. 

The Director of RCIA, James
Scott, along with team members;
Jacquelyn Scott, Mary Rouse, Tony
Zeaiter, Dawn Grimes, Roslyn
Balsam, Micah Ethridge, Mitch
Gable, David and Victoria Stewart,
Marshall Henrique and Louie and
Darlene O'Neal. We wish to thank
all the sponsors for the sacrifices

that they have made during these
last nine months. Sponsors were:
Josh Porter, Tracey Smith, Louis
Belefontaine, Robert Pollett, Louie
O'Neal, Norma Landers, Berry
Landers, Jean Sell, Karen Ashley,
Leeann Waters, Gloria Frame,
Gabrielle Farrell, Darlene O'Neal,
Mitch Gable, Tony Zeaiter, Judy
Zeaiter, Martin Ramos, Danny
Easter, Mimi Collins, Roseline
Rouse, Jacquelyn Scott, Mary
Ramsey, Shelby Miller, Dawn
Grimes, Micah Ethridge, Debbie
Ethridge, Adaliz Gorbea, Patricia
Thomas and Irene Batario. 

Last but certainly not least, a
very special thank you to Father
Roe Fisher for his guidance and
enormous amount of time that he
has given to everyone. We at Christ
the King are blessed to have such a
dedicated priest. 

It truly has been a most reward-
ing year for RCIA and we look for-
ward to the next year when it will
begin anew. May God Bless all the
new members of our family here at
Christ the King. 

Continuing Journey of the RCIA
Continued from page 16

My name is Melba
Bellefontaine and I have been in
the RCIA program since
September. I will now share my
story of how I decided to begin my
journey in the RCIA program.

I am married to a Catholic, but
we never had our marriage blessed
in the Catholic Church. My hus-
band explained to me that mar-
riage is one of the seven sacra-
ments and that we would need to
have our marriage blessed in order
for him to fully participate in the
Mass. He stated that he would not
be able to receive the sacraments
of the Eucharist or Reconciliation.
We made an appointment with
Father Thanh to have our marriage
blessed in the Catholic Church.
Father Thanh explained the sacra-
ment of marriage, and asked if I
was interested in joining the
Catholic church. I said, " yes" and
he referred me to Mr. James Scott,
the Director of the RCIA program.

In September, I contacted Mr.
Scott and began attending the
RCIA meetings every Wednesday
from 7:00 P.M. to 8:30 P.M. My
husband has been my sponsor dur-
ing my conversion process. Since
September I have made a special
effort to not let my work schedule
interfere with the RCIA meetings.
Furthermore, the RCIA meetings

are something that I look forward
to each week with the experience
being very uplifting and spiritual.

Some of the teachings which I
learned include: 1) the Trinity, 2)
the Virgin Mary, our Blessed
Mother, 3) the seven sacraments,
4) the traditions of the Catholic
Church, 5) the Holy Rosary, 6)
stewardship, and 7) the role of the
Saints. The heart and soul and
what makes the program so suc-
cessful are Mr. James Scott, the
Director, the enthusiastic and car-
ing team members, the dedicated
sponsors, guest speakers (testi-
monies) and all the priests in the
parish.

In closing, my husband and I
had our marriage blessed on St.
Patrick's Day by Father Thanh and
therefore he is now able to fully
participate in the Mass. In addi-
tion, my RCIA journey will con-
clude at the Easter Vigil with my
Confirmation and First
Communion (the Body and Blood
of Jesus). Christ the King parish is
truly blessed with an abundance of
caring, friendly, and humble peo-
ple who embody the spirit of
Christ.

May God Bless You,

Melba Bellefontaine

more thoughts on center pages & page 18
About five years ago, I started

feeling a yearning for the
Eucharist. I was attending a liturgi-
cal church, The Cathedral Church
of the Messiah, but I knew I need-
ed to be with people that believed
everything I believed.

Though I loved my church I
was still missing something and I
felt the Holy Spirit guiding me
away from the "Messiah", and
towards Christ the King. I had
been visiting the Monday night
Cursillo group with Bobby Hayden
even though I had not attended the
Cursillo weekend...Bobby sensed
my yearning to be Catholic and
wanted me to hear the other men's
experiences ... I was hooked.

After attending a similar week-
end called "The Road to Emmaus",
I knew where my new church
home would be – Christ the King.

In the year 2000, I joined
RCIA and after being received into
the church, God blessed me with
my lovely wife, Lisa.

On my wedding rehearsal
night, my good friend from the
"Church of the Messiah", Roz
Balsam, asked how she could join
our church. I replied, "First you
would need a sponsor and I would
be honored to sponsor you!" that
following RCIA year, I walked
with my friend Roz through the
beginning of her journey.

During that year, I felt led to
join the RCIA team and have seen
many others come to know the
Lord. The experience with the
RCIA ministry has been rewarding
beyond words, and I hope the
experience never ends.

Mitch Gable, 
Team Member and Sponsor

Grateful 
Am I for RCIA

There are so many inspira-
tional lessons to be learned, not
only in RCIA but in everyday
awakening. Just knowing You are
there for me Jesus, and for all those
who want you to enter their hearts,
is precious to You. Our Father in
Heaven, has blessed us.
"Knowledge is power," so it has
been said, but Jesus says,” I am
your knowledge, I am your food

when you hunger, I am the water
when you thirst.” All who attend
RCIA who truly want the truth
will find it within the gifts of the
Holy Word and Jesus lovingly
shares it with us. 

I am so very thankful for the
guidance and friendships RCIA
has introduced to me. Above all,
RCIA has taught me discipline and
sweet assurance that Jesus lives. I
thank everyone and may God bless
you. Thank You, Jesus.

Kathryn Robinson 

by Claretta Lamusga

On Good Friday afternoon, I
attended the “Seven Last Words of
Christ” service. The “seven last
words” are collectively found in
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. No
one gospel contains all seven.

Father Carr did a beautiful job
explaining the gospels to us and
was so graciously assisted by
Lucille Guzzone leading in prayer
and reading the gospels to us.

The music also added greatly to
the service. Dr. Bernie Sans at the
organ did a truly masterful job.
Soloists for the service were,
Bernie Kunka singing “In the
Garden;” and Gene Pinto with
“Ave Verum Corpus.” “Pie Jesu”
was so beautifully performed with
Niki Hale, soloist, and Linda Suess
on the flute. The Adult Choir sang
“Who Is Jesus” before the seventh
word, “It is consummated” and
they, along with the congregation
closed the service with “What
Wondrous Love is This.”

Ckeck out the article on
Louie O’Neal on page 13 TThhee     

SSeevveenn
LLaass tt     WWoorrddss

Reminder
Don’t forget to vote

on May 13



Page 18 Christ the King Courier May, 2003

What RCIA has
meant to me 

Sixteen years ago I married my
Catholic wife and made a promise
to raise my family in the Catholic
tradition. My oldest child will
have his First Communion this
year and I had been thinking about
this commitment made to my wife
and myself sixteen years ago.
Serendipitously, in August, I
received a letter from Father
Thanh inviting me to join the
RCIA class. I decided very quickly
I would take this chance to fulfill
my promise. 

RCIA began in August of last
year and has progressed from

introductions to the traditions of
the Catholic church, to group
study classes after being dismissed
from Mass to learn and better
understand the teachings of the
church. Each candidate for mem-
bership in the Catholic church has
a sponsor to help with guidance in
the traditions and teachings of the
faith.

According to my sponsor,
Gabrielle Farrell, she has learned
nearly as much as I have during
this extensive process. On
Saturday, I will have my first com-
munion at the Easter vigil Mass—
Thank you, Father Thanh and the
people of Christ the King parish. 

Peter House

R C I A T h o u g h t s
more thoughts on center pages & page 17

I joined RCIA shortly after being married. My new husband was
Catholic and I was Baptist. We had a Catholic wedding and we had to
take premarital classes. I went reluctantly at first, but found myself
enjoying them tremendously halfway through. I was learning so much
about God, as well as about marriage. My husband, new mother-in-law,
and sponsor couple made the experience even more wonderful. I found
myself wanting more after the classes were over and the marriage had
taken place. So, I joined RCIA! 

It is hard for me to describe how fabulous the experience has been.
My previous fear of religion and God are so overpowered by the new
comfort and love I have found with my new family and the Catholic
church. I feel hopeful, powerful, spiritual and most of all, I feel love and
peace more than I ever have before. It has truly changed my life. I look
forward to every tomorrow with a smile. Thanks so much to the RCIA
team! 

I love you all. 
Laurie Ramos

I started RCIA on the coattails
of my husband and with a lot of
reservations. I was a longtime
Protestant and was happy in my
walk with the Lord. My husband
was needing more and was finding
his answers in the Catholic
Church, in particular.

Not wanting to be unevenly
yoked, I agreed to go to the RCIA
class. The two greatest stumbling
blocks for me were not being able
to participate in the Eucharist right
away (It offended me because I am
a Baptized Christian and, there-
fore, a member of the body of
Christ.) and what I thought was the
deifying of Mary.

The first thing I learned was
the Eucharist is the central theme
of the Mass. There was a lot to
learn to become part of the
Church. Secondly, I had a very
hard time saying the rosary. The
part that says "Holy Mary, Mother
of God." How could she be the
mother of her creator and ours? So
when saying the rosary I would
replace the word God with Jesus or
say mother of the Word Incarnate.
This went on for weeks and really
made me think about my conver-
sion to Catholicism. Fortunately, I

went to adoration with my hus-
band a few weeks back and we
were praying the rosary together.
Again, I bucked at the part of the
rosary, all the while trying to rec-
oncile my heart to those words.
Finally, I made a silent prayer that
if this was so, let the words flow
from my heart. I said the next two
decades with all the conviction I
could muster. All of a sudden an
intense but light floral smell sur-
rounded me for a few seconds and
my heart leapt. I asked my hus-
band who was sitting next to me if
he smelled that wonderful fra-
grance - he said, "No."

I was bewildered so afterwards
we went straight over to the recto-
ry and asked to speak to a priest.
Father Roe advised us that others
have had the same experience
when the Lady visits. 

Today, I am looking forward
with great excitement to Easter
and my Confirmation into the true
universal church.

Your sister in Christ,
Mary Renner
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Catholics Should hang out with Poor People
by Sister Helen Prejean, C.S.J.,
author of Dead Man Walking

Copyright 2002, U.S., CATHOLIC.
Reproduced by permission from
September 2002 issue of U.S.
CATHOLIC.
Subscriptions: $22/year from 205
West Monroe, Chicago, IL 60606.
Call 1-800-328-6515 for subscrip-
tion information or visit
http://www.uscatholic.org/.

I was 40 years old before I real-
ized the connection between the
Jesus who said, “I was hungry and
you gave me to eat,” and the real-
life experience of being with actual
people who were hungry. Before
that, when I read “I was hungry and
you gave me to eat,” I tended to
rationalize, “There are a lot of ways
of being hungry.”  “I was in prison,
and you came to visit me,” –
“There’re a lot of ways we live in
prison.”

The first conscious act I did
where I was in touch with poor and
struggling people was at a home-
less shelter, where I served the red
Kool-Aid at the beginning of the
meal line.  This young man came
up, a beautiful kid who looked like
Mr. Joe College. He was handsome,
with blond hair and  blue eyes, and
his hand was shaking as he handed
me the cup. And he whispered,
“You have to help me it’s my first
time here.” Tears welled up in my
eyes. I was thinking, “My God,
what is this young guy doing here!”

I have come to believe that
every Christian who takes his or
her faith seriously needs to be in
contact with poor people. As Jim
Wallis of Sojourners magazine has
said, we need to accept that one of
the spiritual disciplines – just like
reading scripture and praying and
liturgy – is physical contact with
the poor. If we never eat with them,
if we never hear their stories, if we
are always separated from them,
then something really vital is miss-
ing.  

Other members of my religious
community woke up to this before I
did, and we had fierce debates
about what our mission should be.
In 1980, when my religious com-
munity, the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Medaille, made a commitment to
”stand on the side of the poor,” I
assented, but only reluctantly. I
resisted this recasting of the faith of

my childhood, where what had
counted was a personal relationship
with God, inner peace, kindness to
others, and heaven when this life
was done. I didn’t want to struggle
with politics and economics.

We were nuns, after all, not
social workers.

But later that year I finally got
it. I began to realize that my spiritu-
al life had been too ethereal, too
disconnected. To follow Jesus
meant that I needed to seek out the
company of poor and struggling
people. So in June 1981 I drove a
little brown truck into St. Thomas,
a black, inner city housing project
in New Orleans, and began to live
there with four other sisters.

Growing up a Southern white
girl right on the cusp of the upper
class, I had only known black peo-
ple as my servants. Now it was my
turn to serve them.

When you dig way back into
church teachings, you find that the
church’s focus on justice has been
tucked in there all along in “social
encyclicals.” Not exactly coffee-
table literature. The documents
have been called the best kept
secret of the Catholic Church, and

with good reason. The mandate to
practice social justice is unsettling
because taking on the struggles of
the poor invariably means chal-
lenging the wealthy and those who
serve their interests. “Comfort the
afflicted and afflict the comfort-
able” — that’s what Catholic
activist Dorothy Day said is the
heart of the Christian gospel.

It didn’t take long to see that for
poor people – especially poor black
people –there was a greased track
to prison and death row. As one
mama in St. Thomas put it: “Our
boys leave here in a police car or a
hearse.”

Drug activity took place in the
open, but when the sisters went to
the mayor’s office to complain, the
officials would just shrug their
shoulders and say, “Well, Sister,
every city has a problem with
drugs. At least we know where they
are.”

I began to understand that some
life is valued and some life is not.

It was very quick from getting
involved with people in the St.
Thomas housing projects to writing
to a man on death row, to visiting a
man on death row, and then being
there for him at the end, because he
had no one to be there with him

When I agreed to write to
Patrick Sonnier, I didn’t know
much about him except that if he
was on death row in Louisiana, he
had to be poor. And that holds true
for virtually all the people who
inhabit death-row cells in our coun-
try.

Who pays the ultimate penalty
for crimes? The poor. Who gets the
death penalty? The poor. After all
the rhetoric that goes on in legisla-
tive assemblies, in the end, it is the
poor who are selected to die in this
country.

And after being with the poor,
the gospel comes to you as it never
has before. Look at who Jesus hung
out with: lepers, prostitutes, thieves
–the throwaways of his day. If we
are to call ourselves Jesus’ disci-
ples, we have to minister to the
throwaways of today.

At Patrick’s execution, I experi-
enced a tremendous strength and
presence of God. God was in this
man that society wanted to throw
away and kill. And Jesus’ words
that “the last will be first” came
home to me. That is what those
words meant: that God dwells in
the people we most want to throw

away. And what makes things like
the death penalty possible, what
makes things like racism and the
oppression of the poor possible, is
that there’s a disconnection with
people.

To me, to find God is to find the
whole human family. In our society,
life tends to be disconnected in
terms of where and how we work,
live, and worship. As Martin Luther
King Jr., said, the most segregated
time of the week is Sunday morn-
ing. We remain disconnected to and
fearful of the poor and of people
who are different from ourselves.
But ultimately, whether we
acknowledge it or not, we are all
connected to one another. It’s
another way of talking about the
Body of Christ – we are all part of
this together.

Working with the poor draws
out of you tremendous energy and
gifts you don’t even know you
have. And it gives you the feeling
of coming home. When we neglect
the poor, we miss out on these pow-
erful experiences.

In our search for God, being
open to wherever our journey takes
us must be coupled with reflection
and prayer and meditation. It’s
important to assimilate what’s hap-
pening in our lives. I can’t function
if I don’t feel I’m at the center of
myself, truly operating from the
inside out.

The journey may not take
everyone to housing projects or
death row, but it should take every-
one to an awareness of the plight of
the poor.  Everyone can study the
social teachings of the church, and
everyone can get involved in out-
reach programs that help poor and
struggling people. 

Our parish is “twinned” with a
local poor parish, which gives us an
opportunity to spend time with and
think about the poor. We provide
food for their food bank and pres-
ents for their children at Christmas.
We also are connected to two
parishes in Haiti and Nicaragua and
have funded projects that help them
to become self-sufficient. Soup
kitchens, St.  Vincent de Paul,
Bread for the World – all these are
good places to start. These projects
let us meet the poor face to face.

And it is there, in the faces of
poor and struggling people, that I
have found the most direct road to
God.

My Daily Prayer
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, I pray
to learn to love you more each day

And imitate Your loving way
in everything I do and say.

Amen.
by Kathy Purtle

School is out
May 29th
Have a wonderful summer
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W h y  D o  G o o d  P e o p l e
Who Know Better .  .  .

. . Really Mess Up Their Lives?
by Claude Beauregard

Ask someone, or ask yourself,
“Why did you mess up?” or “Why
did I mess up?” If the answer you
get back,  either from someone else
or from yourself, is “The devil
made me do it,” that is pretty close
to the right answer!

After Adam and Eve had eaten
the forbidden fruit the Bible tells
us, “Then the eyes of both of them
were opened and they realized that
they were naked; so they sewed fig
leaves together and made loin
cloths for themselves. When they
heard the sound of the Lord God
moving about in the garden at the
breezy time of the day, the man and
his wife hid themselves from the
Lord God among the trees of the
garden. The Lord then called to the
man and asked him, ‘Where are
you?’ He answered, ‘I heard you in
the garden; but I was afraid because
I was naked so I hid myself.’ Then
God asked, ‘Who told you that you
were naked? You have eaten from
the tree of which I had forbidden
you to eat!’” 

“The man replied, ‘The woman
whom you put here with me – she
gave me fruit from the tree, and so
I ate it.’ The Lord God then asked
the woman, ‘Why did you do such
a thing?’ The woman answered,
‘The serpent tricked me into it, so I
ate it.’” (Genesis 3:7-13)

Ever since then one of the most
accurate nicknames for the devil is
“The Trickster”. The devil never
stops tempting every human being

– that’s his job! And the devil
always makes doing wrong look
good or feel good! Always, always!
The devil never gives up.

The devil will never say to any
of us, “Oh, don’t do that you’ll get
into trouble.” Jesus Christ, who is
God Himself, hand-picked the12
apostles. The devil tempted every
one of them. Ask Judas! Ask
Thomas! Ask the first Pope, Peter!
The devil tempted Peter three times
within a few minutes.

The young lady in the court-
yard of the High Priest asked Peter
if he was a follower of Jesus.
Before Peter could answer the devil
tempted him by saying “Say ‘No’
Peter or they will arrest you also.”
Not once was Peter tempted, not
twice, but three times. Imagine the
first pope denying that he even
knew Jesus three times before wit-
nesses!

The devil tempts each one of us
all the time. Always making doing
wrong sound good or feel good.

The devil tempts Pope John
Paul II; the devil tempts cardinals
and bishops, and, yes, the devil
tempts priests – all 440,000 priests
in over 124 countries around the
world.

“The devil made me do it!” Is
that a good excuse? No! Does it
make the sin any less of a sin? No!

Is there anything we can do
about it? Yes. Our church asks us
constantly to pray for priests. Our
church asks us to pray for sinners.

Jesus admonishes each one of
us not to judge anyone.

Bringing More 
Than a Good Feel ing

by Father Terry Morgan
Pastor of the Cathedral-Basilica,
reminds us that true healing pow-
ers take many forms, yet have one
source. 

A priestly skill that hasn’t come
naturally to me is “hospital pres-
ence.” Despite the fact that I’ve
had some really good teachers, I
continue to have to work on it. One
of my most memorable lessons was
twenty years ago, and my teacher
was one of the best - a young
woman who, along with her family,
I had gotten to know when she was
growing up. She was one of those
exceptional young people who you
knew was going to make a differ-
ence in the world. Her particular
skill was dance, and sharing the
grace of body movement with
handicapped kids was going to be
her vocation, or so she thought.
Then came the auto accident, and
her massive, crippling injuries. 

I kept finding excuses not to
visit: I was busy, or it was probably
time for her nap, etc. When finally
I got up the gumption to see her in
the hospital, I was shocked. She
was constrained by bandages from
head to toe, and her beat-up face
only bore the slightest resemblance
to the person I knew. For what
seemed like an eternity, I tried all
my usual “pastoral” lines: “God
will surely bring some good from
this,”“ It could have been worse”
(huh? how?).

Finally, through a wired jaw, it
was my young friend’s turn to
speak, “Father, would you just shut
up and hold my hand.” 

So ever since, I’ve been work-
ing on shutting up and holding
hands. I’ve been working on trying
to hear the patient’s story rather
than tell my own, allowing the pain
of the wounded to come out, no
matter how awkward that may be.
I’ve been working on being the
hands and heart of Christ, by just
being there in a way that the person
in front of me would know Christ’s
love and concern. 

And this makes a visit I had a
few weeks back - and more than a
few visits like it - all the more

humbling. An old friend had a new
diagnosis, and it wasn’t a good
one. Her family had told me,
“She’ll love seeing you, talking to
you. It’ll be so good for her.” And
off I went on the one-hour drive to
see her, fully prepared to “just shut
up and hold her hand.” 

Of course, when I arrived at her
room, her family was gone. And
she was in a deep sleep. You can’t
do much pastoral handholding
when someone’s asleep, so I rus-
tled a few papers, and moved a
chair, and ... she kept right on
sleeping. 

One rosary and fifteen minutes
of prayer later, she was still sound
asleep. “So, today she needs sleep
more than Father Morgan,” I con-
ceded, and quietly opened my
prayer book and administered the
Sacrament of the Sick. I was able
to sneak the smallest smidgen of
the Oil of the Sick on her forehead
and hands without waking my
friend, and devoted a good hour of
quiet prayer to her on my drive
home. 

I found out later that as I was
driving and praying, she woke up.
Her family read her my little “sorry
I missed you” note. And she said,
“Gee, it would have been great to
see Father Morgan, but I’m even
gladder that he anointed me and
gave me the Church’s sacrament.”
Her family, meaning no disrespect,
voiced the same sentiment, one I
hear with humbling frequency:
“Your pastor presence is really
appreciated, Father, but it’s
Christ’s presence we really need.
And we know we have Christ’s
presence when you bring us the
sacraments.”

“The sacraments,” more than a
well-intentioned minister, are the
way that ailing people experience
care and concern. “The sacra-
ments” are the way in which I, as
your agent (as an agent of the Body
of Christ), bring more than a good
feeling to people who need so
much more than a good feeling.
“The sacraments” are so powerful
because the Body of Christ - Jesus
as the Head, and all of us as its
members - is ultimately the minis-
ter of their healing. 

It has taken me a long time to
learn to forget my presence. I hope
that you will never forget how
important your own presence is - as
a member of Christ’s powerful,
healing Body of Christ - for the ail-
ing members of that Body.

Copyright © 2003 Cathedral-Basilica of
St. Augustine, All Rights Reserved 

“... We know we have
Christ’s presence

when you bring us the 
sacraments.”

beginning
July 7 - 11

Call Betty Wheeler
at 724-9662 for

information

Call 
Betty
today

A World of Fun

at Vacation Bible School
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by Frank Becht

Most of you know Lucille
Guzzone for her active involve-
ment in the various ministries in
Christ the King, but do you know
how to pronounce her name cor-
rectly? Probably not; commonly
two pronunciations prevail. The
proper way is with a long “e” on
Guzzone.

Lucille Pauline Bova was born
of first generation Italian parents in
Lawrence, Massachusetts, a suburb
of Boston. She is the older of two
daughters. Holy Rosary Catholic
Church, an Italian parish, is where
she was baptized, made her Holy

Communion and Confirmation, and
attended religious education every
Wednesday afternoon as a youth.

She attended public grade
school and high school in
Lawrence where the famous poet
Robert Frost also graduated. It was
at Lawrence High that this attrac-
tive high school cheerleader met
her future husband Ben Guzzone,
the school jock in football and bas-
ketball. Lucille’s father coached
basketball so the family followed
Ben to all the games.

Lucille and Ben both attended
and graduated from nearby
Merrimack College, a sister college
of Villanova University.
Incidentally, our Pastor, Father
Thanh, attended and graduated
from Merrimack College also as a
part of his studies for the priest-
hood.

Lucille’s goal was to become a
journalist, majoring in Literature
and English. Ben’s educational
background is similar except that
he majored in marketing; his
biggest disappointment was not
being able to continue in football
because he severely injured his
knee in high school. 

Lucille and Ben became
engaged as juniors in college and
were married shortly after gradua-
tion on December 28, 1963, at Holy
Rosary. Lucille taught school for
one year in the local public schools
before coming to Florida. Ben
made a trip to Florida and liked

what he saw in Tampa and took a
job with Swift and Company; today
he is still a meat broker.

Lucille and Ben have three chil-
dren of whom they are very proud;
Kim, with two children, Ben Jr.,
with three children and Kerri, with
two children. All live in
Jacksonville. Lucille and Ben thor-
oughly enjoy being with their
grandchildren.

As a result of a transfer with
Swift and Co. to Jacksonville, they
ended up in Blessed Trinity Parish
where they remained from 1964 to
1972. Lucille taught in the original
Blessed Trinity Grade School one
year before the school was closed.

She transferred to Southside Junior
High School as a 9th grade English
and Literature teacher. She taught
at Southside Junior High from 1965
to 1969 when she transferred to
Sandalwood High School where
she also taught Literature and
English. By this time she had
become accredited in Spanish as a
result of having attended
University of North Florida (UNF),
so she also taught Spanish. Lucille
retired from the Duval County
School Board in 1997 but she con-
tinues to teach at Christ the King.

In 1972, the Guzzone’s moved
to the Grove Park area where they
became members of Christ the
King, and continue to reside.

Our Lucille Guzzone is a per-
son of great repute; her whole
career as a teacher has been filled
with many accomplishments:

In the late 1960’s, the Duval
County School Board in con-
junction with WJCT Channel 7
established a remedial and mid-
dle English program to make
English fun for Middle School
students. Lucille ran this pro-
gram for one year.

In 1969, she was designated
Teacher of the Year at
Southside Junior High School.

In 1995, she was named the Most
Valuable Teacher, an award by
the Principal of Sandalwood
High School.

In 1995, she also was designated
Teacher of the Year at
Sandalwood High School.

At Sandalwood High School,
Lucille was the Senior Class
Sponsor and Advisor. 

At Sandalwood High School,
100% of her students passed the
minimum levels skills test- a
great achievement of which she
is very proud.

Lucille established and ran a liter-
ary program at Sandalwood for
four years. The program was
open to all students for the pur-
pose of promoting “creative
writing.” The articles were pub-
lished by the student printing
department.

Even before retiring as a
teacher from the Duval County
School Board, Lucille had been
active in Christ the King Church in
some capacity. Here are a few of
the many things she has been and is
involved in:

She and Ben were members of an
original Renew Grove Park
group that started in the late
1980’s.

She became a Lector and then
became the Lector Chairperson,
a position she currently holds.

She has been a member of the
Women’s Guild (CCKCW) as a
member of Circle Eight, Our
Lady of Fatima, and is current-
ly Spiritual Director.

Beginning in 1995, she taught 8th

grade confirmation classes for
several years.

She has attended and been
accredited by the Diocesan
Program for Ministries, becom-
ing the Director of Religious
Education, upon the retirement
of Deacon Elias Shami in 1999.

She is a member of the newly
formed Adult Education and
served as one of the presenters.

She is a member of the
Renovation Committee.

As a member of the Courier
Staff, Lucille has written arti-
cles concerning the various
ministries that she is associated
with.

She is a member of the Parish
Council, currently the Council
Vice President.

As active as Lucille is, you
must wonder how she finds time to
do all the things she does, but that’s
typical for very active and involved
people so hold on to your seat,
there’s more to come, she still finds
time to do other things. How?
You’ll have to ask her!

She has some favorite hobbies;
She’s an avid reader and has

been for years; she’s been a mem-

ber of the St. Nicholas Book Club
for five years. She reads many
authors but her favorite is a modern
writer, Anita Shreve, an up and
coming author who writes about
women getting ahead in America.
One of her recent releases is The
Pilot’s Wife; try it. Shakespeare and
the Classics are other favorites of
hers.

She loves sports; as you will
recall this all started in high school.
The Boston Red Sox is her favorite
baseball team, of course. And she
follows the Jacksonville Jaguars
closely.

Traveling is also a favorite
thing to do for her and her sister;
they’ve been to England twice,
Italy once and Spain once. Would
you believe when visiting Italy they
didn’t try to contact relatives; they
were afraid of what they’d find!!!

Need more be said to convince
you of the real talents, the sincere
dedication and the devotion to her
church and faith? I think not!
Lucille, we are all proud to have
you as a part of our Christ the King
community. Ben, we thank you for
sharing this extraordinary woman
with the Christ the King communi-
ty. You truly are a LEADER,
Lucille. Thank you!

Lucille Guzzone

It’s Me Again God
Remember me God?

I come every day 
Just to talk to You, Lord 

and to learn how to pray... 
You make me feel welcome. 

You reach out your hand. 
I need never explain, 
for You understand... 

I come to You frightened, 
and burdened with care, 

so lonely and lost, 
and so filled with despair, 

and suddenly, Lord, 
I am no longer afraid, 
My burden is lighter, 

and the dark shadows fade.... 
Oh God, what a comfort, 
to know that You care, 

and to know when I seek You, 
You will always be there!

Submitted by Barbara Hanuscin

Lucille’s love of children always shows
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Receptiveness
Through Humility

The RCIA experience has
enabled me to be receptive to
accepting the grace of God. In our
first session we discussed creation
and the concepts of eternity and
infinity. It was impossible for me
not to feel an overwhelming sense
of humility.

The importance of humility
has been underscored for me
throughout the RCIA course. It is
humility with respect to the
human condition, and the state of
human knowledge, understanding,
and science. For me a genuine
humility is a necessary precondi-
tion of faith.

I have come to understand the
power that flows from the prayers
of others. I have come to recog-
nize and appreciate the active role
which the Holy Spirit has been
playing in my life and in the lives
of others. RCIA has taught me that
conversion is a process and I look
forward to pressing on with a deep
sense of humility.

John R. Anderson

Eric and I have experienced many feelings going through RCIAclasses. We both feel closer to God
and Jesus. RCIAhas renewed our faith in the Holy Spirit, and brought us to a better view and understand-
ing of our Catholic faith. We have met so many wonderful people in RCIAand have expanded our love
for the Church and our new found brothers and sisters. As we start our new beginning with God in our
lives, we find that it is the Holy Spirit that has brought us back to church and eager to learn much more
in our RCIAclasses so that we may become better Christians.
Eric & Gloria Frame

While I'm Praying

by Kathryn Robinson

Dear Jesus, Please hear me
My heart is crying out

For justice and freedom
From pain and doubt

You are Loving, You are caring
You understand, You are Love

Unconditionally, patiently, forgiving
Watching constantly from above

Your gifts are so precious
Why cannot people see this

Time is so precious each moment
Sin cannot be dismissed

We should love one another
You gave Your own life

Along with the gifts 
There has to be strife

To learn how to appreciate
Our family, our friends

To be honest and true forgiving
And the list never ends

All of my life, all that I have 
Belongs to You, My sweet Lord

My Jesus, I love you
I need no reward

I humble before you
You are awesome ... so great!

There are no words to describe
So please, My Lord Jesus

Don't let it be too late

I want to live, and feel free
To express

My love and my feelings
I cannot give you less

Dear Jesus I thank you
For this moment in prayer
And please, My Lord Jesus
Take this pain that I bear

I give You all my heart
What I am saying

So you know my concerns
And my Heart while I'm praying,

Amen

“Welcome

Home”
R C I A

My RCIA Experience:

The RCIA program at Christ the King has been a wonderful expe-
rience for my family and me. In starting the program I was very
uncertain about my feelings for converting to the Catholic religion.
As each session went by, James and the other instructors were very
helpful in finding answers to the many questions I had, such as pray-
ing to Mother Mary and the Sacrament of Reconciliation. I discovered
each session was a learning experience for both Catholic and non-
Catholics alike. I feel a true sense of community now from going
through the RCIA program. I am truly grateful to my sponsor for ask-
ing me to join this loving community at Christ the King.

Robert W. Boyd
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We welcome the following 
new members to our 

Christ the King Catholic Community:
John R. Anderson
Mary Ann Austin
Hien Thu Bach
Melba Bellefontaine
Robert Boyd
Charles Brumley
Thuy Le Bui
Luis Carreras
Desiree Dionisio
Chad Duncan
Eric Frame
Peter House
Lianne D. Lapierre

John Lewis (Initiated at
Holy Family)
Alma Manosca
Lilian Mercado
Tim Moore
Austin Tuan Nguyen
Hong Thi Nguyen
Edward Nicholson
Lisa Nicholson
Laurie Ramos
Mark Renner
Mary Renner
Joanne Rich

Katheryn Robinson
Phillip Rogers
Tina Schrenk
Kristina Shanahan
Brian Sinor
Traci Sinor
Rick Stanfill
Carlos Thompson
Tram Thi Tran
Gigi Valdivia
Chris Veliz
Cristobal Veliz

RCIA is a very supportive group that makes us feel we are part of a
family of goal seekers. RCIA group discussions try to help give satisfy-
ing answers or explanations to make sense out of our daily lives. In this
group we experience our reasoning, patience and faith, broadening our
perspective on finding closeness to God and our Church.

We learn to reflect on our own and each others stories being shared
to explore beyond everyday knowledge. As an Elect for Catholic
Confirmation, I have been attending RCIA for eight months and have
found that the process has gone by fast.  It has been a time of prayers,
happy blessings and making up for lost time.

Furthermore, RCIA gives us an opportunity to become  interactive
with church members and more familiar with the Catholic community.
It helps to better explain the traditions that remind us to give respect and
love for one another and our Lord Jesus Christ.

Desiree Dionisio

Since I started my journey in the RCIA in August, I have
learned more about Jesus and myself than I ever thought I
could. For someone who was baptized Catholic as a baby,
but wasn't brought up in the Catholic Church, I was always
very curious. This process has taught me  all about
Catholicism. It never leaves you in the dark. I am so proud
of myself for what I have learned. I can now talk to people
about religion and feel proud of who I am and what I know.
RCIA has brought God into my everyday life and taught me
the values of praying every day. I look forward to complet-
ing this journey and becoming closer to Christ with the Holy
Eucharist. The RCIA team deserves a lot of credit for mak-
ing this happen and being there for us every week.

Chad Duncan

Peace be with You
As a new member of the

Catholic Church and attending
RCIA classes, the most important
thing I have learned is to pray.

I say this because I have
learned that Catholic people pray.
Jesus showed us how to pray. The
great request of the disciples was,
"Lord, teach us to pray." They did
not say to us to preach or proph-
esy. They saw the close connec-
tion with the Father through the
times when our Lord would
retreat and pray. Even the apostle
Paul said, "Men ought always to
pray and not faint."

In these times of our lives
when war and desperation are
visible, this is our hope, in God.
Prayer brings us to our Lord. My
plea is, “Lord have mercy." I
have seen the Catholic people
pray this continually. That's why I
converted to Catholicism -
prayer.

Prayer is my connection with
the word, with the Lord, with His
people. Now I know my family. I
am most thankful for these
things, and for the family at
Christ the King for helping me.
Now I am understanding when
my Lord Jesus said ... "My peace
I give to you."

A Peaceful Convert
Tim Mooremore thought from RCIA

on page 17
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LITURGY

Altar Server Ministry
Interested youth 5th grade or older and
who have received First Holy
Communion. Once trained, they are
entered into a rotating schedule for the
Masses. Contact Page Peeler,724-4849.

“Extraordinary” 
Eucharistic Ministers
As an “Extraordinary” minister of the
Eucharist during the Mass you would be
asked to join the priest at the altar, partake
in communion and help the priest distrib-
ute communion to the congregation.
Candidates are chosen by the Pastor as
recommended by the priests and staff
members of the parish. Kathy and Richard
Daniels, coordinators, 743-9441. 

Visitation of the Sick
“Extraordinary” ministers bring the
Eucharist to the homebound or hospital-
ized. John Porter, 721-0489.

Gift Bearers
Families, Individuals or Parish Ministries
who want to bring the gifts to the altar dur-
ing Mass,  call Judy Zeaiter, 992-9591.

Lector Ministry
ALector does the readings and the Prayer
of the Faithful at Mass. If you would like
to be a reader, call Lucille Guzzone, 724-
9617.

Music Ministry
Any individual who has a talent with
music or can play an instrument or just
interested in the Singing Choir, Handbell
Choir, Funeral Choir, or being a Cantor for
Mass, call Bernie, 724-0080.

Sacristans
We help prepare for the celebration of
Mass. For more information on how you
can be a Sacristan, call Nick Debs, 744-
8749.

HOSPITALITY

Mass Greeters
Welcome all who come to Mass. This
team may offer the only contact many
parishioners have in our faith community.
Great opportunity for adults and families.
Contact the chief usher at the Mass you are
attending for more information.

Ushers
Men and women who commit to attend
the same Mass every week. They are
requested to wear a navy blue jacket and
to assist the  celebrant as needed.  Howard
Sell, 744-5937.

SPECIAL SERVICES

Altar Society
Individuals who care for the vessels, vest-
ments and linens used in the Liturgies.
Debbie Scobie, 723-3977.

Art & Environment Planning
Committee
Decorating the church and Gathering
Area, during different seasons of the
Church. Contact Terri Vogelsang, 744-
6310, for information on how you can
help.

Beautification Committee
Individuals and families who want to
beautify the church grounds.  Meet the
third Saturday of every month, 9 a.m.-
noon, in the church parking lot by the
fountain.  Come  join us in beautifying His
yard.  Robin Allilson  641-2318

Religious Articles Gift Shop
Volunteers staff the gift shop before and
after Sunday Masses. Maureen McCook,
642-2725.

Sunday Childcare 
For 10:00 a.m. Mass
Christ the King Childcare for your 1-4-
year-old child in the Child Care Center.
Free of charge. Care is provided by par-
ents and those students (13+) who wish to
obtain service hours. Must be willing to be
fingerprinted. Call Monica Laborde at
743-9162 to help or for more information.

PRAYER MINISTRIES

Daily Adoration
We need people who are willing to sign up
for one hour a week so that someone is
praying all during the day. Adoration is in
the Sacred Heart Chapel, Monday-Friday,
from 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Call Claretta
Lamusga, 743-9998. 

Nocturnal Adoration
Held on the first Friday of each month
from 10 p.m.-6 a.m. There are eight
groups who rotate their hour each month.
If you would like to join us in this prayer
ministry, call Paul Ghiotto, 727-5040.

Prayer Network
One of our most rewarding ministries -
praying for others in need - spiritual, health
related, and other. Call Peggy Mills, 646-
9417

ORGANIZATIONS

Christ the King Council of Catholic
Women (CKCCW)
Our board meets monthly, September-
June, to guide our eight circles who meet
at various times during the month. Our
General meeting is the last Thursday of
each month at 7 p.m. We welcome new
members.  Patrice Pruitt  645-6130

Widow/Widowers Support
For those who have lost loved ones. For
information contact Isabelle Fusco, 724-
5186 or read your bulletin for the next
meeting date, place, and time.

The Legion of Mary
Men and women who offer their
services to their pastor, to aid him in
performing spiritual works in the
parish. Members may be active or
auxiliary (praying).Weekly meetings
are held every Monday at 7 p.m. in
the rectory. Michael Mackin, 744-
6659.

M.O.M.S.  Ministry
Ministry of Mothers Sharing, is
designed to encourage prayer, discus-
sions, and friendships among women
of all ages.  Donna Iglesias, 725-
0680.

Queens and Kings (age 50+)
Our lively senior citizens socialize on the
second Sunday of each month from 1:30-
4 p.m., September through June. Do come
to enjoy! Call Jack Sperling, 565-1740.

Respect Life 
We are a ministry wishing to make a dif-
ference in people’s lives by supporting the
Saint Gerard House, Project Rachel,
Respect Life Pilgrimage and the Diocesan
Respect Life Program. Sign up at the Time
and Talent Fair in November, or contact
Mike Maroney, 743-9227.

Christ the King Courier
Interested in publishing a newspaper?  We
need  desktop publishers, typists proof-
readers, reporters, photographers, etc. We
meet Wednesdays in the rectory at 7 p.m.
Judy, 724-0080.

Sponsor Couples
Married couples needed to help
engaged couples discern if marriage
is for them. Jim and Mary Ann
Middleton, 743-3953, for further
information.

STEWARDSHIP
PARISH COUNCIL &
FINANCES COUNCIL

Stewardship Committee
A committee appointed by the pastor,
under the direction of Pat Thomas,
stewardship director, oversees the
Time, Talent and Treasure (TTT)
program. Call Pat Thomas, 724-0080
regarding questions.

Finance Committee
Thirteen member committee selected
by the pastor. Their work on the
council should be considered a min-
istry with a commitment to steward-
ship.  Contact Father Thanh Thai
Nguyen.

Parish Council
The Parish Council is a consultative
body that the pastor can pray and
reflect with, and ask for assistance to
guide in the overall care/ministry of
the Parish and the enhancement of its
mission. Meetings are the first
Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
in the Rectory. Call Mike Mackin,
744-6659. It is made up of represen-
tatives (President, Chairperson or
Facilitator) from each ministry in the
Parish, as well as representatives
from the Finance Council, Christ the
King School, Christ the King
Daycare, Athletic Association,
Scouts, Knights of Columbus,
Marriage Encounter, Sponsor
Couples, and Wedding Coordinator.
Elections are held every two years to
elect a President, vice-president, sec-
retary-recording, and secretary- cler-
ical from the body of representatives.

ST. VINCENT dePAUL
PROGRAMS

Vincentians
We were founded by people who care
about the problems of those around
them. We care and would like you to
share the care with us. For informa-
tion on how to become a Vincentian,
call 807-7233, ext #1, and leave a
message.

St Vincent de Paul 
Emergency Assistance
We need volunteers to work in the St.
Vincent de Paul office in the rectory,
providing referrals, and assisting
people who need immediate help.
Hours are from 10 a.m.- noon,
Monday through Friday, call 724-
8442.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
ADULTS

Adult Education Committee
Committee to develop and imple-
ment an Adult Education program for
the parish. Program sessions are held
twice a year before Faith Sharing
Small Groups begin and are meant to
enhance faith sharing. Call Betty
Wheeler, 724-9662.

Faith Sharing Small Groups
Small groups of people meeting in
private homes to discuss the Sunday
readings, Scripture and current
events that effect our Catholic faith..
Contact Alick Hardie, 745-5971.

R.C.I.A.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Preparing people to enter the
Catholic Church through an inquiry
and catechetical process. Call James
Scott, 642-0059.

Emmaus
Young adults (18-39) coming togeth-
er in fellowship and to learn more
about their faith. Call Lori-Ann
Walker, 803-1254.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
YOUTH

Religious Education for Students
Opportunity for students grades 1- 8
to learn/experience the Catholic faith
with others in their age group.
Sessions held August -May in the
school on Wednesdays, 7-8 p.m.
Sunday Mass attendance required.
Certified teachers are always wel-
come to apply, and volunteers are
needed on a regular basis. Call
Wednesday evenings from 7-8p.m.,
708-7416 or Lucille Guzzone, 724-
9617.

Vacation Bible School
A week long summer program (usu-
ally in July) for children ages 4-11
years to help deepen their faith and
involvement in the Christian commu-
nity. Fun for everyone. Call Betty
Wheeler, 724-9662, for information.

TEEN PROGRAM

Teen Stewardship
Teens share their Time, Talent, and
Treasure with their parish, call Laurie
Plotz, 725-9015.

PRE-TEEN PROGRAM

The Edge
This youth program is designed to
minister to boys and girls 6-8 grades
of all faiths from uniquely Catholic
base. Call Nancy Powers, 398-1961.

LIFE TEEN PROGRAMS

LIFE TEEN
Youth ministry program with a
strong focus on the Eucharist.  Meet
Sunday for Mass (usually at 5:00
p.m.) and LIFE Night (fellowship)
afterwards. Call  Nancy, 398-1961. 

LIFE TEEN  - Core Team &
LIFE Goes On
Over 18, have a love for teens, and
are not currently a parent of a teen?
Call Nancy Powers, 398-1961, for
more information on meeting times.

LIFE Support
Any adults, parents, relatives, neighbors,
etc. interested in supporting the LIFE
TEEN program. Membership is open to
all. Activities are creative, fun, exciting,
and diverse, call Mollie O’Neill, 997-
6871.

Music for LIFE
Any adult with advance musical skills
who is willing to help put teens faith, feel-
ing and thoughts about God into words
through song and praise. Call Phil
Militante, 398-1961

CHILD CARE

Child Care Center
Adults wanting to share their talents in
three different subcommittees: education-
al, plant facilities, and fund raising, contact
Theresa Little, 724-7239.

CHRIST THE KING SCHOOL

Christ the King Catholic School
Grades Pre-K thru 8th grade. The princi-
pal is Janet Morton. The school has many
needs for volunteers on a daily, weekly,
and  monthly basis. The school seeks
assistance in the office, cafeteria, library,
and clinic. Volunteers are needed as board
members and business partners, room
mothers, and speakers. Help with the
yearly golf tournament is also needed, call
724-2954.

SCOUTING PROGRAMS

Boy Scouts
Troop 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church.  Boys 6-12th  grade.  Meet
Tuesdays, 7 p.m.,  in the Scout Hut, call
Fred Gardner, 720-0297

Catholic Scouting Committee
Adult individuals interested in providing
youth ministry through the scouting pro-
gram.  Meets four times a year; organizes
and implements “Catholic Camporee” for
all Scouts once a year; attend spring
awards ceremony. Training provided, call
Donna, 641-0698.

Cub Scouts
Pack 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys in grades 1 - 5. Dens meet
weekly in the Scout Hut, call John Nolen,
744-6573.

Girl Scouts
Girls of different age levels that meet
weekly or bi-weekly in one of the church
halls after school or in the evenings, call
Nancy D’Antoni, 745-9652.

SPECIALASSISTANCE

Advent Tree
A program that puts smiles on  faces of
people at Christmas. Those who share
time and talent in this ministry help put up
the Advent Tree with special paper orna-
ments. Parishioners choose ornaments to
take home, purchase the gift, and return
the ornament with the gift attached to it.
Volunteers are needed to help distribute
the gifts to nursing homes, orphanages,
etc, call Trudy Cameron, 724-0511.

Habijax - Habitat for Humanity
Forms partnerships between those in need
and those who are willing to put their faith
into action by donating their time, talent,
and treasure to construct new homes,  call
Bill Damato, 642-8920.

I. M. Sulzbacher
Individuals who give two hours of their
time to 400-500 men, women and chil-
dren the third Tuesday of each month by
saying grace, serving dinner, and cleaning
up the kitchen, call Bill Iglesias, Jr., 828-
3586 or Ann Franklin, 745-0627.

MEDICALSERVICES

Blood Drive 
Twice a year Christ the King Church,
along with the Florida Georgia Blood
Alliance, holds a blood drive, call Karlene
Simmons, 642-8319.

Christ the King Clinic
Staffed by doctors, registered nurses, and
ancillary support people. They donate
their services the fourth Saturday of each
month,9a.m.-1p.m., call Willie Blaquiere,
744-5447.

Parish Nurse Ministry
Nurses who belong to Christ the King
Parish willing to volunteer their time and
talent to support the ministry of health
within the parish, call Barbara, 724-1776.

AFFILIATED 
ORGANIZATIONS

Christ the King
Athletic Association (CKAA)
Serves children (ages 5-12, boys;  5-
15, girls) who believe that youth ath-
letics provide valuable lessons in cit-
izenship/teamwork. Also, if you
would like to contribute toward the
cost associated with registering a
child for a C.K.A.A. sport, call Mike
Klima, 726-5502.

Cursillo 
A Renewal movement of individuals
in the Church who want to deepen
their faith and enhance their walk
with Christ, call Carl Ludwig, 724 -
8485.

K’ Cees
Organization of Catholic Women,  an
auxiliary of the Knights  of
Columbus Council 4727. They
help/support the Knights.  Meetings
are in the Knights of Columbus Hall
on the fourth Tuesday of each month
at 8 p.m. Call Wanda Martin, 744-
4302 for information.

Knights of Columbus 
Organization of Catholic men and
their families dedicated to promoting
concepts of charity, unity, fraternity
and patriotism. If you are a practicing
Catholic man,  at least 18 yrs. old,
and interested in fellowship with
people who share the same beliefs,
call George Coseo, 724-9585.

L ’ Arche Harbor House
Mutual ministry with members and assis-
tants, building community support and
awareness to the needs and gifts of the dis-
abled members of the L’ Arche Harbor
House family, call Patrick Mayhew, 721-
5992.

OFFICE / RECTORY

Rectory Office Volunteers
Adults willing to volunteer a morn-
ing/afternoon/all day Monday thru
Friday 9a.m.-5p.m.. Different posi-
tions available: receptionist, clerical,
computer operator. Call the Rectory
at 724-0080 for more information.

PREPARATION FOR 
MARRIAGE

Pre Cana/ Engaged Encounter
For information on upcoming work-
shops and weekends, call 308-7474.

Marriage Encounter
A program designed to teach married
couples how to better communicate,
to strengthen and support Christian
marriage.  Contact Emilo and
Theresa Gonzalez-Chavez, 721-
0012.



by Barbara Hanuscin

It was a busy day as usual at the
hospital, visiting with patients,
interviewing and assessing their
medical, social and financial diffi-
culties. For me, each interview with
a patient is like doing a St. Vincent
de Paul call. In fact, my years of
experience as a Vincentian, past
volunteer at the I. M. Sulzbacher
Homeless Shelter's clinic and the
Parish Nurse Ministry are what led
me to be selected for my position
working with the poor who are
insured by the city. It is both a priv-
ilege and a pleasure to serve in this
capacity as a link to needed med-
ical and community services.

Many times I receive calls from
patients whom I have visited. This
time when the phone rang, it was
someone I had never met. The gen-
tleman explained that his neighbor
had given him my number in hopes
that I could help him. He was call-
ing regarding his wife's needs.
Their doctor had told them he could
no longer treat them. They had
been selling possessions in order to
survive. I gave him the phone num-
ber to call for an evaluation with
the city's coverage and told him to
call Christ the King's St. Vincent de
Paul Society for additional assis-
tance.

At the Monday meeting of
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, the
calls are dispersed to the Vincentian
volunteers to work.  The gentle-
man's name was one of the cases.
Since I am also Parish Nurse
Coordinator, I have agreed to take
the Vincentian calls that are of a
medical nature.  

The next day, I made some
phone calls. The man lost his job
and had no health insurance. He
had just recently been discharged
from a hospital but his concern was
for his wife's needs. His wife had
had over 30 surgeries including
colostomy and illeostomy and
needed supplies. I called a local
pharmacy which agreed to supply
the needed items and I would drop
a SVdP check by. I told her hus-
band to pick up the supplies and I
would visit them shortly with
another Vincentian.

My Vincentian partner and I
delivered emergency food and con-
ducted our initial face to face inter-
view. The couple was in awe that
we had come to help them. They
had obtained an appointment for an
interview with the city's health
care. However, there were medica-
tions she would need before then.
We told her about the "We Care
Clinic" that Christ the King spon-
sors on the fourth Saturday morn-
ing each month.  We told them we
would put them on the list for a
Thanksgiving food basket. They
were grateful and still amazed.

The following Friday, I
received a call from the gentleman
telling me that he and his wife had

both been accepted on the city's
health insurance plan. Now they
could begin the process of getting
appointments to get established
with a primary care physician.
There would be a waiting period. I
advised them to go to the "We Care
Clinic" and explain their need and I
would see that the Thanksgiving
Food Basket was delivered later in
the day on Saturday.

What happened when I arrived
with the Thanksgiving Food
Basket, was a deeply moving and
spiritual experience.  The woman
and I talked for over an hour in
which I mostly listened. She had
nothing but praises for the "We
Care Clinic" staff. She relayed how
kind the physician was and how he
listened and patiently went over all
her medications.  It seems that sev-
eral of her medications would inter-
act and counteract one another. All
were quite expensive and had dan-
gerous side effects. The physician
eliminated some medications and
changed others to less expensive
and safer medications.  He had
given her a quantity of samples to
assist her with the high cost. The
physician listened to what she told
him of her husband and spoke with
another physician. He told the two
of them to go to a particular clinic
the following week for a follow up
visit. A nurse who she said "came
out of nowhere" offered to help her
carry the samples as both she and
her husband use ambulatory assis-
tance devices. She was totally in
awe of her whole experience. She
remarked " I was paying for health-
care that treated me rudely and here
I am not able to pay and I am treat-
ed with such respect and caring.
She could not hold back the tears
any longer. She remarked "this is
the best day I have had in so long."
She asked, "why doesn't God
answer your prayers sometimes?". I
told her that He does, but not
always how we think. Sometimes
He puts us in the middle of a thick
muck that we wonder if we will
ever get out of it. But He has put us
there for a very special reason. The
reason doesn't always reveal itself
until much later down the road
when what we have been through
enables us to help someone in
whose shoes we have walked. She
said that she and her husband had
always prayed and it seemed like
God wasn't listening so they had
stopped praying. She said "Okay,
God. It's not working with ignoring
you, so I am going to pray again." 

During the visit she asked ques-
tions about Catholicism and
relayed stories of her encounters
with other religions.  She was most
interested in what we believed that
would lead us to reach out in serv-
ice to those outside of our own
Catholic faith. As we spoke with
one another I could sense the pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit. I felt I was
receiving a far greater gift and min-
istering from the lady than that
which I had given her.

I have asked my Vincentian
client's permission to share the
story because I think it is important
to share this encounter because so
many times you hear things said
about people being on the assis-
tance roles who don't deserve it and
are abusing the system. It is good to
know that not all are in that catego-
ry and that there is a genuine need
in our midst just a few blocks from
our own Christ the King Church. It
is good to be reminded that the poor
are good and giving people also.
The gift that they share with one
another, in its proportion, may be
far greater than we, who have
means, share. It is also important to
realize that we all play a part in
God's symphony. Sometimes we
might get a little "out of tune" and
need to draw closer to our musician
to be able to make a joyful noise.

On the day of the scheduled
appointment with the new primary
physician, upon arriving there was
a sign posted "closed". The patient
was told her appointment had been
canceled and she should have been
called but she wasn't. She called me
from her home around 4pm. The
We Care Clinic would not be open
til 12/21, the prescription in the
local pharmacy was expired and
her previous physician would not
renew as she no longer was his
patient.

I placed several calls one to the
Cardiovascular Clinic in the hospi-
tal in hopes of locating the doctor
who had volunteered at We Care
Clinic that day. I was put on hold
and then was told that he wanted
me to have his home number and
for me to call him there.(That is
most out of the ordinary.) I did call
and he remembered her and her
case completely. He said he would
call the clinic pharmacist to give
me some sample medicines for her.
He would go to the clinic and get
the medicine.

The doctor brought the medi-
cine to my office for me to deliver
to the patient and said for her to
return to see him at the We Care
Clinic on 12/21 as he knew the
odds of her getting in on a resched-
uled appointment before the holi-
days was slim.

He relayed some personal good
news he had just received. Before
birth he had been told his baby girl
had a hole between the heart cham-
bers, but today the echo showed it
had closed and no surgery was

needed. He was also hoping his
visa would be extended so that he
could stay here. We will pray that it
will be extended, so that he may
continue doing his good work.

When I delivered the sample
medications to the patient, her hus-
band greeted me at the door with a
small package and card telling me
to open it when I got home. It was
a beautiful little angel and a note
saying that because I had been
there for her, she would like to be
there for me someday. Then I
remembered the challenge of the
1997 St Vincent de Paul spiritual
director at the national convention
in Boston. He challenged
Vincentions to become friends to
the clients. God surely has His
hand in getting friends together if
we are willing to follow His lead.
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An Instrument in His Symphony

Why
Go To

Church?
by Paul Dodd

A church goer wrote a letter
to the editor of the newspaper
and complained that it made no
sense to go to church every
Sunday. "I've gone for 30 years
now", he wrote, "and in that
time, I have heard something
like 3,000 sermons. But for the
life of me, I can't remember a
single one of them. So I think
I'm wasting my time and the pas-
tors are wasting theirs by giving
sermons at all." 

This started a real controver-
sy in the Letters to the Editor
column, much to the delight of
the editor. It went on for weeks
until someone wrote this clinch-
er: I've been married for 30 years
now. In that time, my wife has
cooked some 32,000 meals. But
for the life of me, I cannot recall
the entire menu for a single one
of those meals. But I do know
this: They all nourished me and
gave me the strength I needed to
do my work. If my wife had not
given me these meals, I would
be physically dead today.
Likewise, if I had not gone to
church for nourishment, I would
be spiritually dead today!

When you are DOWN to
nothing.... God is UP to some-
thing! Faith sees the invisible,
believes the incredible and
receives the impossible! Thank
God for our physical AND our
spiritual nourishment! 

REMEMBER: 
FAITH 

MAKES THINGS POSSIBLE,
NOT EASY!!!!!

"Okay, God . . .
Ignoring You isn’t
working, so I’m

going to pray again."
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Who’s Included?
All graduating 8th graders and 9th,
10th, 11th and 12th graders whose
parents participate in the Tuition
Benefits of the Stewardship
Program are required to adhere to
these requirements. 

What’s the requirement?
All students are required to com-
plete three service hours and one
spiritual hour a month. All hours
must be completed and reported by
the last day of each month.
Students may not bank hours for
future months.  Christ the King
service hours may not be used for
Bishop Kenny and Bishop Kenny
hours may not be used for Christ
the King. All CK service hours
must be done at Christ the King or
with a Christ the King ministry.

When do students start?
Graduating 8th grade students as
well as all other high school stu-
dents will be required to begin their
monthly commitment in March and
continue through December –
January and February are excluded.

What’s a Stewardship 
Team Leader?

Christ the King’s Stewardship
Committee wants to help the stu-
dents succeed. Therefore, each stu-
dent will be assigned to a
Stewardship Team Leader. They
will make periodic contact with the
student to encourage them. They
are available to help the student
find service hour opportunities and
they will monitor the student’s
monthly commitment. If the stu-
dent has not submitted service /
spiritual hours by the last week of
each month, the Stewardship Team
Leader will contact both the student
and parent to ensure adherence to
their monthly commitment.

How do students find service
opportunities?

All of Christ the King’s ministries
will be encouraged to include teen
service in their ministries. The
Stewardship Committee will com-
pile a list of these opportunities and
distribute them to the students
monthly. The first list will be given
to the students at registration. This
list will include opportunities for
several months in order for the stu-
dents to plan their schedules.

What if a student is unable to
keep their commitment?

Each month the student has 30 or
31 days to complete their commit-
ment. If there are extenuating cir-
cumstances that keep them from

completing their hours, the
Stewardship Committee will
review the entire month with the
teen and parent to determine the
cause, but only very serious cir-
cumstances would excuse a student
from their commitment. We
encourage students to give God
their first fruits not their last.

If the student falls behind in
any given month the following will
take place:

Seven-Days before the last day
of the Month, The Stewardship
Team Leader will contact the
teen and the parent to remind
them they have not submitted
their hours and to help them
identify a service or spiritual
hour opportunity. 
On the first day of each month,
if the student has still not sub-
mitted their service/spiritual
hours for the previous month, a
letter will be sent to the parents
from the Stewardship
Committee Chairperson. The
letter will inform the parents
that their teen is in danger of
being removed from the Tuition
Benefits if hours are not com-
pleted within seven days.

Our hope is a teen and par-
ent would only require one
written reminder over the
course of the year, however if a
written reminder is needed
three times in a given school
year then a letter will be sent to
the parent from Father Thanh
informing them that they will
be responsible for their students
tuition on the 15th of the month
for the remainder of the year.
If on the seventh day of the
month the student has still not
completed his service/spiritual
hours from the previous month,
a letter will be written by Father
Thanh to the parents informing
them that they will be responsi-
ble for their students tuition on
the 15th of the month for the
remainder of the year. A letter
will also be sent to Bishop
Kenny informing them that
Christ the King will no longer
pay this student’s tuition for the
remainder of the school year. 
All students will be eligible to
re-apply for Tuition Benefits
for the next school year.  

What’s a spiritual hour? 
A spiritual hour consists of 1)
Attending one Christ the King
LIFE TEEN Life Night, 2)
Attending Adoration at Christ the
King for one hour or 3) Attending
the Marian Mass on Wednesday
evenings.  

LIFE TEEN Life Nights typi-
cally follow the LIFE TEEN Mass
at 5:00 p.m. at Christ the King.
LIFE Nights consist of a variety of
topics presented through skits, dra-
mas, videos, personal witnesses,
small group discussions, prayer and
games. This option will be open to
the 8th grade students beginning
with the 8th grade kickoff in May.
High school students may attend at
any time. Students who forget to
get their spiritual hour form signed
on the night they attend will not
receive credit for attendance. 

Adoration is available at Christ
the King during the week (Monday
through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m.)  Students are required to
sign-in at the Rectory Office prior
to going to the chapel. A staff mem-
ber will sign the spiritual hour form
once the hour is completed.
Students who forget to get their
spiritual hour form signed will not
receive credit for attendance.

Students may also join LIFE
TEEN for adoration on the First
Friday of every month from 8:00
p.m. to 9:00 p.m in the chapel. 8th

grade students may choose this
option at any time. They do not
have to wait until May to begin.
LIFE TEEN may also offer a one-
hour adoration once a month with
music and prayer for teens and
other parishioners.  However, stu-
dents who forget to get their spiri-
tual hour form signed on the night
they attend will not receive credit
for attendance.

Students may also attend the
Marian Mass and Rosary on
Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m. in
the Church. This is a wonderful
devotion to our Blessed Mother.
Students who forget to get their
spiritual hour form signed on the
night they attend will not receive
credit for attendance.

Are there any restrictions to
service hours? 

Service hours must be done either
at Christ the King or with a Christ
the King Ministry. The only excep-
tions being we will accept hours
from The St. Francis Soup Kitchen,
which serves meals every Saturday
morning and the I.M. Sulzbacher
Center. We will not accept service
hours for liturgical functions such
as altar serving, reading,
Eucharistic Minister, greeters, etc.  

Who do I contact if I have 
questions?

Laurie Plotz has volunteered to
oversee the Teen Stewardship
Program.  She would be happy to
answer any questions you might
have. Laurie can be reached at 725-
9015 or lplotz@aol.com.

You may also call Pat Thomas
at the rectory during normal busi-
ness hours at 724-0080.

TT ee ee nn     SS tt ee ww aa rr dd ss hh ii pp     PP rr oo gg rr aa mm
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by Laurie Plotz

One spiritual hour a month is
required and can be obtained by
attending one of the following:

LIFE TEEN Nights typically
follow the Life Teen Mass at 5:00
p.m. at Christ the King. (Check the
bulletin)  Nancy Powers will be the
person responsible for signing your
stewardship form; she will only do
it that night. It is your responsibili-
ty to get her signature. This option
will be open to the 8th grade stu-
dents beginning with the 8th grade
kickoff in May.

Adoration is available at Christ
the King Monday through Friday
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Students are required to sign-in at
the Rectory Office prior to going to
the Chapel. A staff member will
sign the spiritual hour form once
the hour is completed, so don’t for-
get to go back into the Rectory
when you are done. 

Marian Mass and Rosary on
Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m. in
the church. Pat Thomas will be
there to sign the forms.  If for some
reason she isn’t there you may ask
the presiding priest to sign it.

The First Friday of every
month Life Teen will be in the
Chapel for adoration from 8:00
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 8th grade students
may choose this option at any time.
Nancy Powers will be there to sign
the forms.

Nocturnal Adoration every first
Friday of the month from 6:00 p.m.
to 7:00 p.m. Imogene Praxedes will
be there to sign the forms.

Nocturnal Adoration every first
Friday of the month from 9:00 p.m.
to 10 p.m. Joseph Chorbak has vol-
unteered to sign the forms. As
always it will be the student’s
responsibility to get the form
signed.

LIFE TEEN will host a special
adoration every 2nd Thursday of the
month at 7:30. Once again Nancy
Powers will be on hand to sign
forms. 

Spiritual
Hours
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March was the start of the much
anticipated and talked about New
Teen Stewardship Program. The
program requires each participant
to complete one spiritual and three
service hours each month. The pro-
gram was developed over several
months with its main goal being to
instill a sense of commitment in our
youth towards God and communi-
ty.

The Sub Stewardship commit-
tee was asked to call all the parents
of Bishop Kenny students and
Christ the King 8th graders to solic-
it 12 team leaders.  The response
was overwhelming. The committee
recruited 20 parents to handle
between 8-10 teens. Keeping in
mind that the parents are responsi-
ble for their teens completing their
hours, we set the parameters for the
team leaders.

The team leaders’ (or
Guardians as they have been affec-
tionately nick - named) job is to
assist the teen who is having trou-
ble finding service hours. All teens
have been supplied with a list of
both spiritual and service opportu-
nities; it is their responsibility to
call the team leader for help.  The
team leader will also pass on serv-
ice opportunities as they arise. We
have developed quite a list of e-
mail addresses, which really aids in

passing information quickly. The
final and most important job of the
team leader is to notify both parents
and teens if  the requirements have
not been met seven days prior to
the end of the month. This hopeful-
ly will prevent any teen from fail-
ing to meet their commitment on
time.

The teens have done a wonder-
ful job of volunteering over the past
month. We had so many helpers
during the last two fish fries that we
were able to clean all the windows
in the Shirley David Hall, the
church including the atrium in the
Gathering area, and the rectory. We
also had teens picking up trash
around the property as well as sell-
ing dessert to help benefit the
school safety patrol. In addition,
we completed a mail out to all the
teens with the updated service and
spiritual hour opportunities for the
next few months. Everyone did
their assigned jobs well and with a
smile on their faces.

Our vision for the program is to
have all Christ the King Ministries
provide service opportunities to our
teens. We want to see young and
old and in between all working
together keeping Christ the King
one of the best parishes in the
world.

New Teen 
Stewardship Program Underway

Beautification:  Available every
third Saturday of the month from
9:00-Noon. No appointment need-
ed. The student is responsible for
getting their service hour slip
signed by one of the following:
Robin Allison, Mike Conrad or
Bob Rhoden. We suggest bringing
the following items: gloves, rakes,
drinks, hat and sunscreen.
Encourage your parents to stay and
help make it a family event.

CK Daycare: Hours available
Monday though Friday by appoint-
ment only. To schedule a time call
Teresa Little at 724-7239. She will
be very happy to put you to work.  

Altar Society (cleaning the
church): May 24 at 8:45 a.m. in the
church. One service hour for clean-
ing and two service hours for iron-
ing. No appointment needed.
Contact Debbie Scobie 723-3977.

Christ the King Courier:
Attending an event for school or
church earns service hours by writ-
ing an article for the Courier. To be
an official reporter for that event
you must call Judy for permission.
You will not receive service hours
for the event itself, but can earn
one-two hours for the article
depending on its quality. (Quality
to be determined by Judy.) The
Courier staff meets every
Wednesday night at 7:00 p.m. if
you would like to earn service
hours by helping them. Please call
Judy at 724-0080.

After School Care: Available
Monday though Friday by appoint-
ment only. No drop-ins will be
accepted.  Call Joann Wnuk at 724-
2954.

Tutoring: This would only be
allowed if the teen committed to
one hour every week. The teen
would have to be very responsible
and have good grades. Anyone
interested can call Joann Wnuk at
724-2954.

Rectory: Call Judy at 724-0080
to see if she needs your help.    

Christ the King School:
Helping teachers, this can be
arranged with the teachers them-
selves; however the student must
do this prior to showing up and
must check in to the office before
going to the classroom. Slips must
be signed by that teacher on the day
the service was provided. Other
acceptable activities are helping
with school dances, plays,
Grandparents’ Mass reception, and
First Holy Communion,
Confirmation or Graduation recep-
tions. Working at school athletic
functions, you must contact Coach
Whitson for times as the number of
students needed at these events is
limited.

Christ the King Athletic Assoc:
Contact Mike Klima at 726-5502 if

you would like to volunteer to help
at the ball field.  

If you participate in the Christ
the King Choir or Hand bells you
may earn service hours for
rehearsals but not the Mass itself.
In order to receive credit for these
hours have Dr. Sans sign your serv-
ice hour form after the rehearsal.

The Religious Education
Program can use a few students
who would like to be assistants for
our teachers.  These students must
commit to every Wednesday
evening for program consistency.
Hours are from 6:45p.m. until 8:15
p.m. when school is in session.
Students must be role models for
younger students. Please contact
Paige Peeler at 724- 4849 if you
wish to volunteer.

CK Visitation of the Sick
Ministry: Community service
hours are now available to teens
who would like to spend time visit-
ing the elderly in nursing homes.
Visitation may include saying the
Rosary, the Stations of the Cross,
Bible readings, etc. or just spend-
ing time with a person to brighten
their day. Training will be provided
just prior to the visitation.
Combined training and visitation
will be at least two hours for which
service hours will be given.  Please
contact John Porter at 721-0489
(home) or 708-3270 (cell) to make
arrangements.

Service hours must be done at
Christ the King or with a Christ the
King Ministry. The only exceptions
being that we will accept hours
from the St. Francis Soup Kitchen,
which serves meals every Saturday
morning (the contact there is Mary
Korson) and the I.M. Sulzbacher
Center serves the 3rd Tuesday of
every month and the contact is Bill
Iglesias. We will not accept service
hours for liturgical functions such
as altar serving, reading,
Eucharistic Minister unless taking
communion to the sick, greeters,
etc.

St. Vincent DePaul’s needs a
very limited number of teens to
help straighten their pantry.  If you
are interested call Helen Ramos at
720-0461 to schedule an appoint-
ment.  

Space for certain activities may
be limited. So don’t wait until the
end of the month to decide to do
something.  Being rejected by one
of the above for service hours will
not be accepted as an excuse for not
having your hours completed. If
you have any questions or sugges-
tions please call Laurie Plotz at
725-9015 or send her an e-mail at
lplotz@aol.com. She will be happy
to help.
Please note: All activities are sub-
ject to change without notifica-
tion, so always call and confirm.

SSeerrvv ii ccee     HHoouurr OOppppoorrttuunnii tt ii eess

by Laurie Plotz

by Laurie Plotz

Teens doing service hours

The Lenten fish fry was a time for teens to work on service hours
as well as be with their friends
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Phyllis: We met at a dance  in
New York. My mother belonged to
a "woman’s club" much like our
Ladies Guild.  Every year they
would put on a variety show. Now
mind you, these were heavyweights
in more ways than one. We were
always so proud of my mom, she
was by nature a very shy lady.
Everyone was laughing so hard that
we would miss some of the jokes.
Then when they would get in line
for the chorus of singing and danc-
ing, it was the best. My heart fills
up as I write this. It was much like
our variety show the Guild put on
twice. We were proud to be a part
of it. We all had so much fun.
Memories. What would we do
without them. Getting back to
Frank and me. We met by chance in
a restaurant. The company I
worked for would have a dinner for
some of the departments when we
had a good month. The private
restaurant was downstairs. My girl-
friend and I came down to use the
rest room when who is sitting at the
bar. You guessed it. Just so hap-
pened he worked a few streets from
the Empire State building where I
worked. It had been many years
since we had seen each other. But
he took me home (subway). The
rest is history. So that is why we
really do believe in fate. We will be
married 55 years in August. Many
of you celebrated with us on our
25th and 50th years here at Christ
the King. Frank was called back
into the Navy and lucky us, he was
stationed at NAS in Jacksonville.
This was a little country town then.
We loved it.

Frank: The chaplain at the base
said the K of C were having a dance
at, I think it was the George
Washington Hotel. He encouraged
some of us to go. I came home and
told Phyllis and she said let's go.
We were sitting at a small table,
just the two of us. This nice young
man came over and said aren't you
Philly Iaconetti. I said yes, then he
told us his name and it was a good
friend of my youngest brother. He
was visiting his brother Tom
McMenamy. He invited us to join
them and the rest is history. At their
table were the heavyweights of the
Catholic community and the
Knights of Columbus. The Bolles
and Clarks, Fortunatos and
McMenamys and so on. We
became good friends. I joined the
Knights and made Fourth Degree. 

Phyllis: Martha and Betty took
me under their wings and started to
show me different locations that
were being developed. Martha
drove me to Glynlea and an agent
from Stockton Whatley Davin
showed me a house, a plan that
was the last house to be built on
Leafy Lane. Just the foundation
was down. He said all you need to
do is give me a binder and I can
hold it for you. I said we don't have

that kind of money. He said it could
be as little as $10.  I said I can man-
age that, and quickly called Frank
to tell him I just bought us a house.
The rest is history.

Frank: Why should I be sur-
prised. She bought a car and didn't
even have a license yet and pulled
into the Naval Station. She just had
a few lessons from Martha. Can
you imagine anyone today driving
on Roosevelt Blvd. with those con-
ditions today. We are still in the
same house, a few additions here
and there. We raised our two sons
here and I guess we will be here
until the end. We were members of
Assumption on Gary Street. That
was the only church on this side of
the Main Street bridge. Then they
built the new church on Atlantic
Blvd. We were just getting settled
and active when we were told that
many of us would have to go to the
new parish being built in Arlington.
We were not too happy about that.
But have never regretted it even
once. This young skinny man,
Father Larkin, would be our pastor.
We were so few then, but how we

grew. Some of us were asked to
help take a census of surrounding
neighborhoods looking for
Catholics, getting names and
addresses and inviting them to
come to service. We were growing
out of so many of the spaces we
used temporarily. Then
Jacksonville College let us use its

gymnasium. The ladies would set
up wooden horses with the help of
the men and we would put out the
linens, light the candles, and we
were ready to hear Mass, as we all

sat in the bleachers to hear and
praise the Lord. After Father said
Mass, we would take everything
down and put it back up for the next
week.

Phyllis: I have always been a
family oriented person. And I say
with sincere honesty that Christ the
King has been family to us. I
remember many years ago how the
Ladies Guild stepped in to help us
out when Frank was hospitalized.
We had two very young children
and a business to operate. The
ladies took care of my children
when I was at the office, and one of
the ladies came into the office to
help me. She had a background of
accounting, and for two weeks she
helped and would not take a dime
for her trouble and time and love.
These are the things that make me
love the people here at CK. The
ladies of the Guild were very dedi-
cated to the parish. We could not do

enough for our Pastor. He was and
is so loved, when he became
Monsignor there was a city celebra-
tion, huge write up in the papers. I
really do not think the man had an
enemy. He was everyone's friend.
He found time for his family at
Christ the King. We had many cel-
ebrations at our home – at the time

we had a large screened porch. We
had many parties here where he
gave trophies to Little League ball
players. Troop 5 scouts were very
active then with the leadership of
Bob Coyle.

Frank: Many the night was
spent out on campgrounds. I was
never one for sleeping on the
ground, but it was a comradeship
we dads looked forward to. Thomas
played on the CK ball team, was in
Scouts, and went on to Eagle Scout.
Thomas and Roy Coyle made
Eagle together. And yes, the cere-
mony and reception was at Christ
the King. He went on to Order of
the Arrow. So many memories. It is
so wonderful to look back to those
days. Tom O'Brien built the Grotto
in the path between the school that
still stands with its majestic beauty,
the Blessed Mother looking out at
us. St. Bernadette Circle of the
Guild donated the lovely Shrine of
St. Bernadette that still sits at the
foot of the Blessed Mother. Many a
picture was taken with Mary as the
star. Both my boys have pictures on
First Communion Day standing
next to our heavenly Mother. The
men built a clubhouse where the
gym now stands. We had gather-
ings, meetings, and so on. It served
CK well for many years.

Phyllis: Oh, the memories we
have, to know that we were part of
this growth gives me a warm feel-
ing and a feeling of such pride.
Parishioners remember it is not just
a building, but a home for worship-
ing, for seeing people each week
that you really care about. It started
out a mission of love and to us any-
way it has remained that way. It is
wonderful to see the young people
so involved and the many min-
istries we have. We have served
under or with five pastors and each
served us well. We are so proud of
our present Father Thanh. He has
so many great ideas and is such a
loving man. How lucky we have
been. And how blessed we are. To
all the new young faces I see, we
old timers leave with you a legacy
and a challenge to continue build-
ing on the ministries and making
friends, so that some day you can
tell your children and write about
your inspirations and memories.
We try to be involved, but some-
times the old body gives in. Oh, but
I love my memories. I do have to
mention Rufus. Rufus was the
groundskeeper, friend, etc. He was
like Mr. Do. He was always ready
and willing to help with a smile that
would melt a mountain. He knew
everyone by name and the children
loved him. He has been with God
for many years now and I just know
the job Our Lord has given him.
Tending the children. Many of us
can read this and remember all the
wonderful ways he touched our
lives. Thanks, Christ the King, for
the memories.

In the Beginning ... with Phyllis and Frank Bauman

CChhrr ii ss tt     tthhee     KKiinngg’’ss     GGeemmss
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Information is made available
from a project of Communities In
Charge-Jacksonville and the
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
during Cover the Uninsured Week
in March 2003 . . . . Barbara
Hanuscin, Parish Nurse Ministry.

The resources listed can assist
you in finding low-cost or free
health insurance and important
health care services in Jacksonville.
Many of the organizations listed
offer additional information or will
refer you to other programs that can
help you find and use health care
services.

HEALTH INSURANCE

Florida Kid Care- Provides
free and low-cost health insurance
to children from birth through 18
years of age who live in families at
or below 200% of the poverty level.
Eligible families pay $15.00 per
household per month or nothing at
all depending on the program
selected for their children. Phone:
1-800-290-0532 or 904-279-0630
Website: www.floridakidcare.org.

Children’s Medical Services:
Children’s Medical Services is a
Medicaid managed care program
for children with special health care
needs.Phone: 904-360-7070.

Medicaid: Provides free health
insurance to families who meet
income eligibility guidelines
including pregnant women at or
below 185% of the federal poverty
limit.Phone: 1-888-419-3456
Website: www.fdhc.state.fl.us.

VA Health Benefits Service
Center: Will provide information
of health coverage for veterans
based on years of military service,
honorable discharge and other cri-
teria. Phone: 1-877-222-VETS
Website: www.va.gov.

Social Security Administration: 
Will provide information on

health coverage through Medicare

for those approaching retirement
age (65) or who are disabled.
Phone: 1-800-772-1213 Website:
www.ssa.gov.

Florida Department of
Insurance: Provides information
concerning health insurance
options. Phone: 1-800-342-2762.

First Care: Health coverage
provided by Shands-Jacksonville at
a sliding fee scale to Duval County
residents with incomes at or below
200% of the federal poverty level
who meet the financial and residen-
tial eligibility requirements. Phone:
904-244-4015.

Duval County Health
Department: Provides primary
care services to children and some
adults through family health cen-
ters in various locations in the com-
munity as well as supporting public
health programs. Fees may be
charged on a sliding scale based on
family income. Phone 630-3300
Website: www.dchd.net.

The Oaks at Durkeeville:
Serves as a wellness center and
provides free health services and
screenings targeting specific dis-
eases affecting African-Americans
living in the northwest area of the
city. Limited medical care is avail-
able. Phone: 904-350-1118.

We Care: Provides medical
services to adults who are at or
below 150% of the federal poverty
level. We Care has several sites
located across the county. Phone:
904-630-3372.

I.M.Sulzbacher Center for
the Homeless: Provides medical
services for adults and children at
or below 150% of the federal
poverty level. No appointment nec-
essary. Phone 904-359-0457 ext
263.

St.Vincent’s Medical Center:
St. Vincent’s Medical Center’s
community mobile van provides

services to low- income families in
the Northeast Florida region. The
St. Vincent’s website provides
important information about the
hospital’s services, physicians and
community education programs.
Phone: 904-308-7300 Website:
www.jaxhealth.com.

DENTALCARE SERVICES

Duval County Health depart-
ment: Provides dental care to chil-
dren living in families that meet
program income guidelines. Phone:
904-630-3350

Project: Dentists Care:
Provides free or low-cost dental
services. Phone 1-800-326-0051
Email: pdc@floridadental.org.

Dental Hygiene Program  at
Florida Community College-
Jacksonville (North Campus):
Provides low out of pocket fees for
children and adult dental hygiene
services. Call: 904-766-6571.

I.M.Sulzbacher Center for
the Homeless: Provides dental
services for adults at or below
150% of the federal poverty level at
a sliding fee scale. Phone 904-355-
6100.

M E D I C A T I O N S

Drug Manufacturers:
Pharmaceutical (Drug) manufactur-
ers Patient Assistance Programs
(PAPs) have different application
forms and eligibility information
for those who cannot afford to buy
prescription medications. Ask your
doctor or pharmacist for informa-
tion.Call: 1-800-762-4636 (To
request a directory) Website:
www.phrma.org (To request a
directory).

Assistance in filling out a
Patient Assistance Program:
Application can be obtained at the
following sources: Call: 1-202-
595-1038 Website: www.patientas-
sistancenetwork.org.

Nonprofit Warehouse’s
Prescription Drug Discount
Program: This service, offered
through K-mart stores, is for people
who can pay for part of their med-
ications. For more information con-
tact the following information
sources. Call: 1-800-541-7777
Website: www.nonprofitware-
house.com.

M E N TA L H E A LT H  &  
S U B S TA N C E  A B U S E  

S E RV I C E S

Child Guidance Center:
Provides mental health counseling
for children. Cost for services is
based on a sliding fee scale if the
family is uninsured. Call: 1-904-
448-4700 Website: www.childguid-
ancecenter.org.

Gateway Community
Services: Provides substance abuse
counseling services. Phone 1-904-
387-4661.

Renaissance Behavioral
Health: Provides community-
based mental health treatment for
children and adults. Phone 1-904-
743-1883.

River Region Human
Services: Provides addiction, men-
tal health and HIV AIDS counsel-
ing and prevention services at a
sliding fee scale based on income.
Phone 904-359-6571.

Northwest Behavioral
Services: Provides counseling
services to children and families.
Phones: 1-904-781-0600.

O T H E R  R E S O U R C E S

For information and referral servic-
es call “UNITED WAY’S FIRST
CALL” AT 211. Resource counselors
can assist families obtaining information
about health, social services, education
child care and other services available to
residents of Northeast Florida. 

H e a l t h  I n s u r a n c e  &  H e a l t h  C a r e
R e s o u r c e  G u i d e  f o r J a c k s o n v i l l e  F a m i l i e s

by Frank Becht, PGK

On Sunday, February 16, 2003
Arlington Council #4727 held an
Open House celebration of its new

home at 6030 Arlington
Expressway. It was a long antici-
pated event that was looked upon
with great joy by all its members; it
was a great sigh of relief and a
sense of accomplishment to be in
our new home after a long period of
frustration in trying to make things
happen.

So on a cold rainy Sunday
afternoon, shortly after 3 p.m.,
Grand Knight George Coseo intro-
duced Monsignor Mortimer
Danaher, the long time Spiritual
Director of Arlington Council.
Monsignor recited a blessing and
toured the premises abundantly
sprinkling holy water.

Because of inclement weather,
the planned flagraising ceremony
had to be canceled. Martha Shea
had presented an American flag to
the Council that she received from
the 4th Degree Color Corp of the
Holy Trinity Assembly at her hus-
band, Jerry Shea’s funeral. 

Following the blessing of the
building, a delicious spaghetti and
meatballs dinner was served to the
many knights, wives and families
in attendance. A special “thanks”
for a job well done by Mike
Yarborough, Jesse Morgan, Larry
Turner, and Floyd Townsend.

K N I G H T S  O F C O L U M B U S  O P E N  H O U S E
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Author Unknown

For those lucky to still be
blessed with your Mom this is
beautiful. For those of us who
aren’t, this is even more beautiful.

The young mother set her foot
on the path of life. “Is this the long
way?” she asked. And the guide
said: “Yes, and the way is hard.
And you will be old before you
reach the end of it. But the end will
be better than the beginning.” 

But the young mother was
happy, and she would not believe
that anything could be better than
these years. So she played with her
children, and gathered flowers for
them along the way, and bathed
them in the clear streams; and the
sun shone on them, and the young
Mother cried, “Nothing will ever
be lovelier than this.” 

Then the night came, and the
storm, and the path was dark, and
the children shook with fear and
cold, and the mother drew them
close and covered them with her
mantle, and the children said,
Mother, we are not afraid, for you
are near, and no harm can come.”

And the morning came, and
there was a hill ahead, and the chil-
dren climbed and grew weary, and
the mother was weary. But at all
times she said to the children, “A
little patience and we are there.” So
the children climbed, and when
they reached the top they said,
“Mother, we would not have done
it without you.” 

And the mother, when she lay
down at night looked up at the stars
and said, “This is a better day than
the last, for my children have
learned fortitude in the face of
hardness. Yesterday I gave them
courage. Today, I have given them
strength.”

And the next day came strange
clouds which darkened the earth,
clouds of war and hate and evil,
and the children groped and stum-
bled, and the mother said: “Look
up. Lift your eyes to the light.” And
the children looked and saw above
the clouds an everlasting glory, and
it guided them beyond the dark-
ness. And that night the Mother

said, “This is
the best day of
all, for I have
shown my chil-
dren God.”

And the
days went on,
and the weeks
and the months and the years, and
the mother grew old and she was
little and bent. But her children
were tall and strong, and walked
with courage. And when the way
was rough, they lifted her, for she
was as light as a feather; and at last
they came to a hill, and beyond
they could see a shining road and
golden gates flung wide.

And mother said: “I have
reached the end of my journey. And
now I know the end is better than
the beginning, for my children can
walk alone, and their children after
them.” And the children said, “You
will always walk with us, Mother,
even when you have gone through
the gates.” And they stood and
watched her as she went on alone,
and the gates closed after her.

And they said: “We cannot see
her, but she is with us still. 

A Mother like ours is more than
a memory. She is a living pres-
ence.” Your Mother is always with
you. She’s the whisper of the
leaves as you walk down the street;
she’s the smell of bleach in your
freshly laundered socks; she’s the
cool hand on your brow when
you’re not well. Your Mother lives
inside your laughter. And she’s
crystallized in every tear drop.
She’s the place you came from,
your first home; and she’s the map
you follow with every step you
take. She’s your first love and your
first heartbreak, and nothing on
earth can separate you... Not time,
not space...not even death! 

We wish
all 

Mothers a
Happy Mother’s Day

A Mother

by Barbara Hanuscin

The Parish Nurse Ministry is an
international organization which sup-
ports holistic health promotion to parish-
ioners, access to appropriate resources
and witnesses to the healing ministry of
Christ. The Parish Nurse serves as a
bridge between parish and health care
while promoting shared responsibility
for health and well being. The Parish
Nurse serves as a resource linking cost
effective, quality service through an
integrated network accessing all avail-
able agencies both community and pri-
vate. This facilitates reasonable quality

care for all by sharing each other’s gifts
and talents within the community.  This
objective recognizes that giving is the
same as receiving when motivated by
being an instrument of Christ’s Healing
Ministry

Prior to 1997, Monsignor Danaher
had heard of the Parish Nurse Ministry
and sent a parishioner to attend the
Phase I program offered through St.
Vincent’s Medical Center and learn
more about the program. In 1997, I
learned about the program being offered
through the medical center, as did anoth-
er nurse from the parish, Felishia
Iwenjiora. We both attended the Phase I

programs. Felishia and I met with sever-
al members of the society of St.Vincent
de Paul  and requested their support. The
next step was to convince Father Baker,
the new pastor, that this was a worth-
while ministry. Much discussion took
place and we really had to educate him
on what the ministry did and did not do.
We met with parish leaders and then
were given the go-ahead to present the
program to the Parish Council. Before
meeting with the Parish Council, sur-
veys were filled out by parishioners in
order for us to learn areas of concern and
their rank of importance. The Parish
Nurse Ministry was outlined with a pos-
sible time line based on parish interests
at the time of presentation to the Parish
Council. The Parish Council then voted
to allow the Parish Nurse Ministry to
begin at Christ the King. 

Representatives were selected to
form a Health Council to provide direc-
tion as needed. The representatives were
physicians, nurses and parishioners rep-
resentative of the different ages in the
parish. A meeting was held with the
Health Council, interested parishioners
and representatives from the Parish
Nurse Ministry office from St. Vincent’s
Medical Center. A covenant was then
signed between the pastor and the Parish
Nurse Ministry Coordinator at that time
from St. Vincent’s, Betty Crowell. This
covenant is a binding promise of the
parish to support and encourage the
Ministry and an agreement by the Parish
Nurse Ministry at St. Vincent’s to pro-
mote and provide further education and
support the Parish Nurse Coordinators
in their efforts to service the parish com-
munity.

Felishia and her husband were relo-
cated out of Jacksonville. Donna Baker
joined the ministry for awhile as co-
coordinator nurse. After Donna stepped
down, Lourdes de Guzman stepped in.
Attempts to recruit nurses at the Time
and Talent Fair seemed promising at
first. On the follow-up calls, however, it
was clearly evident that the nursing
shortage was taking it’s toll on nurses.
Nurses are called upon to handle more
responsibility with less staffing and
more acutely ill patients. Nurses still
involved with raising a family had to
seriously consider if it was the time for
them to take on the additional responsi-
bility. Several nurses throughout the past
few years have come to assist with
blood  pressure checks, which seems to
be highly popular with the parishioners.
Family responsibilities, both to their
children and aging parents, prevented
these nurses from taking a more active
role in the ministry. No matter how little,
or how much they can offer, each one is
appreciated.

Not only do the nurses involved in
this ministry have to keep up with con-
tinuing education credits for their licen-
sure, they attend special programs
geared especially for the Parish Nurse
Coordinators in the diocese. These days
of reflection provide a forum of support,
sharing and education with other nurses
involved in the same Ministries in other
parishes.

The parish priests recognized the
Parish Nurse Coordinators as someone
they could call upon if they encountered
a parishioner with a health care question

regarding accessibility of  health care or
community resources available. The
Parish Nurse Ministry at Christ the King
has chosen the blood  pressure screening
and the community resource referrals as
their main avenue of serving the parish.
It provides interaction with parishioners
and a way to promote wellness and
encourage follow-up with physicians as
needed for health problems noted.
Equally important is the dialogue it pro-
motes between parishioner and health
care professionals.  Hospital visitations
have also been made when the Parish
Nurse Coordinator is notified of a
parishioner with the desire for a visit.
Often times the Parish Nurse
Coordinator is contacted by out of town
adult children of elderly parishioners
who have concerns and inquiries of how
to begin the process to seek assistance
for mom or dad who can no longer care
for themselves in their own home.
Several suggestions and resource points
are offered to help the person begin the
long and sometimes painful process of
realizing that mom and dad are the ones
who need the care giving now.

The Parish Nurse Ministry has
called upon other ministries such as the
newly formed Shut-In Visitation team,
to alert them to any health care related
needs of the parishioners they encounter.
Should the parishioner desire assistance,
the Parish Nurse Coordinator is avail-
able to suggest ways of navigating
through the often  complicated health
care maze. The ministry has also been
joined by a retired  physician, Rudy
Pineda, and his wife, Patty, who also has
experience in the health care field. They
are a most welcome addition to the min-
istry and Rudy can often be found atten-
tively answering questions during the
blood pressure screenings.

The parish also sponsored another
nurse to attend the national certification
Parish Nurse Coordinator program,
Sandy Koski-Humble. We look forward
to the many gifts her presence in the
ministry will bring. 

A recent project sponsored by the
Parish Nurse Ministry is Project
Prayerful Support. Several women in
the parish with sons serving in the mili-
tary during this crisis time have joined
with the Parish Nurse Ministry in offer-
ing support and prayer for loved ones
serving and the family members here on
the home front waiting. It also offers
prayerful support to those who now
reside here but may have loved
ones still living in the danger zone.

If you are seeking information
on health care or are interested in
being more involved with a min-
istry of this nature, please feel free
to contact me, Barbara Hanuscin at
724-1776. You are most welcome
to approach myself or Lou de
Guzman with questions regarding
the ministry and its services at any
time. Look for us at the BP screen-
ings on the first Sunday of the
month after the 8:30 a.m. and 10:00
a.m. Masses.

Parish Nurse Ministry
Recount

His deeds ...



May, 2003 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 31

submitted by Eileen Porter

This is the tenth and final arti-
cle on “Characteristics of a
Christian Steward” which have
appeared in the Courier the past
several years. We are indebted to
the Diocese of Wichita, Kansas, for
the material contained in the arti-
cles.

The Diocese of Wichita has
been a total stewardship Diocese
for more than 25 years and contin-
ues to assist other parishes and dio-
ceses with their stewardship pro-
grams.

Perseverance

“This is the meaning of the
parable. The seed is the word of
God. Those on the footpath are
people who hear, but the devil
comes and takes the word out of
their hearts lest they believe and be
saved. Those on the rocky ground
are the ones who, when they hear
the word, receive it with joy. They
have no root; they believe for a
while, but fall away in time of temp-
tation. The seed fallen among
briers are those who hear, but their
progress is stifled by the cares and
riches and pleasures of life, and
they do not mature. The seed on
good ground are those who hear
the word in a spirit of openness,
retain it, and bear fruit through
perseverance.” (Luke 8: 11-15)

Jesus answered him, “Whoever
puts his hand to the plow but keeps
looking back is unfit for the reign of
God.” (Luke 9: 62)

After hearing His words, many
of his disciples remarked, this sort
of talk is hard to endure! How can
anyone take it seriously?” From
this time on, many of His disciples
broke away and would not remain
in His company any longer. Jesus
then said to the Twelve, “Do you
want to leave Me too?” Simon
Peter answered Him, “Lord, to
whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life. We have come
to believe; we are convinced that
You are God’s holy one.” (John 6:
60, 66-69)

The Characteristic of
Perseverance

To steadfastly continue on
when the way is hard or unclear is
perseverance. In fact, at times per-
severance requires us to go beyond
what we feel we are capable of
doing. This is when our need for
God becomes most evident—-
when we realize we can no longer
depend on ourselves to keep going.
Yet because we cling to our desire
for independence, the times that
most call for perseverance and,
therefore, God’s grace, are also the
times when we can experience the
most temptation to turn away from
Him. It is then that we open our-
selves up to discouragement and
ultimately, despair.

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
wrote about this, saying, “So many
communions and confessions with
so little fruit often suggest the idea
of lessening them—-to fly from the
fountain while in danger of dying

from thirst! But, in a moment he
lifts up the soul from the dust.” (27)

Perseverance calls for humility
and trust. With humility, we under-
stand that left to ourselves, we cer-
tainly will not be able to endure the
most difficult of trials. We come to
see that only God can lift us up and
carry us across the chasm.

Recognizing this, however, we
are still faced with the decision of
trusting Him to do just that. True
perseverance is continuing on with
the confidence that God will pro-
vide the strength to do so.

In his first letter to the
Corinthians, Saint Paul speaks of
the difference between depending
on ourselves, and trusting in God to
persevere “For all these reasons, let
anyone who thinks he is standing
upright watch out lest he fall! No
test has been sent to you that does
not come to all men. Besides, God
keeps his promise. He will not let
you be tested beyond your strength.
Along with the test He will give
you a way out of it so that you may
be able to endure it.” (1 Cor 10: 12-
13)

Those who persevere, trust in
God to provide the way out.

Perseverance and
Stewardship

Because stewardship is a way
of life and not a short-term endeav-
or, the Christian steward will need
perseverance to continue on
through the difficult times. For
indeed, those who embrace a stew-
ardship way of life will experience
trials that call for perseverance.  In
one case, a steward may face mis-
understanding from others about
how she is trying to live as a disci-
ple of Christ. In another case, a
steward may experience an unex-
pected decline in his financial situ-
ation, and find himself questioning
his commitment to tithe. In yet
another case, a steward may strug-
gle with how to practice steward-
ship when her spouse is not as fully
committed to it.

In all these cases, as well as
others, Christian stewards are
called to remember the first convic-
tion which underlies the U.S.
Bishops’ pastoral letter: “Mature
disciples make a conscious, firm
decision, carried out in action, to be
followers of Jesus Christ no matter
the cost to themselves.” (28)

Such a decision can only be ful-
filled with perseverance—-placing
our trust in God to carry us through.

A Persevering Saint
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

1774-1821

The life of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
is a testament to perseverance. Elizabeth
was born in New York shortly before the
American Revolution. Her childhood
was not a happy one. When Elizabeth
was only three, her mother died. Her
father remarried, but he was often gone
and her stepmother was distant to her.
Raised in the Episcopalian faith,
Elizabeth took comfort in reading the
bible.

At 18 she fell deeply in love with
William Seton whose wealthy father
owned a fleet of merchant vessels. They
married in 1794, and for the next four
years, Elizabeth found it hard to believe
how happy she was. The first two of
their five children were born, and
Elizabeth thrived on her vocation as a
mother. In the midst of her prosperity,
she felt called to help those in need, and
she helped found an organization to
assist poor widows. Little did she know
that within a few years, she would be
one herself.

Life began to change when Will’s
father died. Will and Elizabeth took
responsibility for Will’s seven half
brothers and sisters. Three more children
were born to the couple. Will took over
the family business. But in a few short
years, the business went bankrupt, and
Will was dying of tuberculosis. Because
Will thought a change of climate might
help his health, the couple sailed for Italy
along with their oldest child, eight-year-
old Anna.

Upon arrival in Italy, however, they
were quarantined by the Italian authori-
ties in a cold, damp building for a month.
It was a living nightmare for them.
When they were finally released, Will
lived only a week longer.

Will’s Italian Catholic friends, the
Fillichi family, took care of Elizabeth
and Anna until they could return home.
During their time together, the Fillichis
taught Elizabeth about the Catholic faith.
She found herself drawn to the
Eucharist.

Elizabeth returned to New York,
only to learn that her dearest friend and
sister-in-law, Rebecca, was close to
death. Destitute and left with five young
children to raise, Elizabeth agonized for
a year over the decision to join the
Catholic church. At last she joyfully
embraced the faith, only to encounter
great anger and rejection from her rela-
tives and friends. She persevered
through it, drawn forward in her grow-
ing passion to do God’s will, wherever
He led her.

Elizabeth moved with her children
to Baltimore, where at the invitation of
the president of Saint Mary’s College,
she started a boarding school for girls. At
the same time, she felt drawn to religious
life, so long as she could remain first a
mother to her children. Eventually, she
founded the Sisters of Charity and

moved to Emmitsburg, Maryland, along
with her children, to establish the con-
vent and a Catholic school for girls.

Elizabeth continued to persevere
through the poverty and other hardships
of the community; through years of per-
sonal illness with the tuberculosis that
eventually claimed her life; through the
death of her oldest daughter at age 16
and her youngest daughter at age 14; and
through her constant worry about the
behavior of her sons. Her motherly com-
passion, charity, and hard work inspired
others.

Before her death, the Sisters had
established another school and two
orphanages. The schools are considered
the beginning of the present Catholic
school system. Today, Elizabeth’s
Sisters of Charity are at work throughout
the United States. Saint Elizabeth Seton
is the first native born American saint.

Conclusion
To live as a disciple of Christ,

the Christian steward is called to
love with the same, complete dona-
tion of self to Jesus. This love is
made possible through the grace of
God, and is manifested in the ten
characteristics of prayer, humility,
trust, patience, responsibility, grati-
tude, generosity, simplicity, mercy,
and perseverance.

Jesus Himself shows us most
clearly how to practice each of
these characteristics. Scripture con-
tains many examples of how these
characteristics should be lived out,
as well. And, our Blessed Mother
Mary and the saints are excellent
models of these characteristics.

The Eucharist is the sacrament
in which the love to live out these
characteristics is nourished and
strengthened. The family is the
wellspring of these characteristics,
where the Christian steward first
learns what they are and how to
practice them. From the family, the
Christian steward continues to live
as a disciple of Christ by practicing
these characteristics in the parish,
local community, and universal
Church.

Through the characteristics of
prayer, humility, patience, respon-
sibility, gratitude, generosity, sim-
plicity, mercy, and perseverance,
the Christian steward grows to
more fully live a stewardship way
of life, and in turn, deepens his or
her commitment to be a disciple of
Christ.

Characteristics of a Christian Steward

Those 
who persevere, 
trust in God to

provide the way out.
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The Most Unusual Style Show

by Claretta Lamusga

On February 15th, the ladies of
the Council of Catholic Women
enjoyed the day playing cards, hav-
ing lunch and most of all watching
a most unusual style show.

Our toast-mistress was Dolores
Bianco and she was dressed for the
occasion in a white dress with
slices of toast glued to it, a collar
made of pretzels and a hollowed
out loaf of Hawaiian Bread for a
hat.

I’m going to let the photos tell
the story. The models are listed
below.

Coupon Queen - Ann Seravo
Going to Tea Dress - Inga

Morgan

Out to Breakfast Dress -
Bootsie Rhoden

Baggy Shorts - Shannon
Caffey

The Box Suit - Doris Faustini
Evening Elegance - Trudy

Cameron
The Drape Dress - Willie

Blaquiere
The Date Dress - Betty Juehl
The Moo-moo - Lori Hodges
Print Dress - Pat Setser
Evening at Home Ensemble -

Eileen Porter
Matron of Honor - Jean Sell
The Bride - Pat Humbard
The Can Can Girls - Valerie

Lynch, Nilka Kinser, Patrice Pruitt
We all had great fun working

on our costumes and presenting
them for the approval of the guests.
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by Nancy Powers

It all started one morning in
1997 as I was walking down the
hallway of the rectory with Father
Robert Baker. Father Baker (now
Bishop Baker of Charleston) had
recently been appointed pastor of
Christ the King parish. I remember
saying, “Father Baker, if there is
anything you might need help with
I’d be happy to volunteer. I’d like
to be more involved in the parish.”
Well that’s all it took. Father Baker
looked at me and said, “I’d really
like for you to do something for our
youth.” Immediately I found
myself talking to Father Tetlow and
Father Thanh about a youth min-
istry program taking the Catholic
Church by storm. It was called
LIFETEEN.  As a matter of fact,
Father Thanh had been involved
with LIFETEEN in Atlanta at a
parish where over 300 teens gath-
ered around the altar on any given
Sunday. The youth were active and
alive in the parish community. I had
never heard of LIFETEEN but I
promised I would look into it.  

During the Christmas holiday
that year I watched some introduc-
tory videos I obtained from the
national LIFETEEN office. I was
very impressed by the program for
a lot of reasons. It was comprehen-
sive as suggested by the U.S.

Bishops. It involved both young
adults and parents. It reached out to
the teens on a spiritual, emotional
and educational level. And it
looked fun!  

I called a good friend of mine,
Donna Barker, and asked her if she
wanted to help me get LIFETEEN
off the ground.  Donna and I go
way back and I had talked her into
helping me with projects before.
She enthusiastically agreed.  Donna
called Helene Myer and Jeanette
Ghioto who also enthusiastically
jumped on board.  

In our area of town, there were
three women who were doing
youth ministry very well.  They
were Mollie O’Neill of
Assumption, Remy Devoe of Holy
Spirit and Debbie Hoover of
Resurrection. The four of us got
together and decided to develop a
partnership of youth ministry for
the Arlington Area and begin LIFE-
TEEN together. Each Pastor agreed
to fund a portion of the ministry
and plans were begun to develop a
spectacular kickoff.  

I remember at LIFETEEN
training we were challenged to
think BIG!  Think outside the box
and do youth ministry with pizzazz.
So the idea occurred to me to kick
off the LIFETEEN program with a
Mass at Metropolitan Park.  When I
pitched the idea to Father Baker I
remember him telling me he
thought the venue was too big. I
actually encouraged him to meet
me at the park so I could show him
the stage area where the congrega-
tion would be seated. We knew the
tent could accommodate 500 peo-
ple or more. He reluctantly agreed
but cautioned me to not get my

hopes up. We may only have a
small number show up.  

During the planning of Metro
Mass, I contacted priests who
would be willing to concelebrate
the Mass.  I also contacted Bishop
Snyder.  Although Bishop Snyder
had a scheduling conflict and was
unable to join us, he gave us his
blessing.  However, he too warned
me not to get my hopes up quoting
the bible passage, “Where two or
three are gathered…”  I was hope-
fully optimistic that a hundred peo-
ple would show up. 

Metro Mass finally arrived. It
was in August of 1998. The day
was overcast and gloomy.  Rain
was looming overhead and we
thought the evening would be a
wash out. Father Baker had told me
not to put up all the chairs, still
expecting a small crowd.  We were
just hoping someone would show.

As the time for Mass approached
the clouds opened and the rain fell
in a torrential downpour. But peo-
ple started to arrive.  They came in
rain gear and with umbrellas but
they came.  And they kept coming.  

What a day that was. The police
estimated we had around 800 peo-
ple in attendance. When Father
Tetlow, our main celebrant, invited
the teens around the altar to experi-
ence the most awesome moment in
the Mass, over 300 teens surround-
ed the altar. You could feel the Holy
Spirit and the tears fell in thanks-
giving.  

That was the beginning of
LIFETEEN in Jacksonville. This
year, in September, we will be cel-
ebrating our five-year anniversary.
God willing….LIFETEEN will
continue ministering to our teens
for at least another five years.

by Eileen Porter

The Florida KC Charities of the Diocese Of St. Augustine held their
ninth annual “Sharin’ O the Green Charity Ball” at the Holiday Inn on
Baymeadows Road on April 5, 2003.

The evening began with a social hour - an opportunity to renew old
friendships. The invocation was delivered by Diocesan Chaplain Father
Edward Booth and was followed by a delicious dinner.

Mr. Roy Provost, PGK-FDD served as Master of Ceremonies for the
evening and introduced the guest speaker, Florida State Deputy, Mr.
David K. Tebo. Mr. Tebo explained the wonderful work done by KC
Charities and how much the organization relies on all Knights of
Columbus members and their families for funding of this important work

Special tribute was paid to Sir Knight John A. McGiven, who died.
Following a brief awards ceremony, an evening of dancing to the

music of “Just Friends” was enjoyed by all.

The Sharin’ O
the Green

submitted by Frank Bauman

Feast day March 7
Birthplace: North Africa
Pray for finding courage

One of the most moving exam-
ples of martyrdom is that of
Perpetua, a young mother who
converted to Christianity in 203. It
was extremely dangerous to be a
Christian during that time, so
Perpetua was arrested with several
others. The prison was dark,
crowded, and unbearably hot.
After friends arranged to have her
transferred to a more comfortable
area her mother brought her infant
son to visit. He was allowed to stay
so Perpetua could nurse him. Her
father was greatly angered. Several
times he begged her to deny her
faith so she could be freed, but
Perpetua refused  telling him her
life lay “in the power of God.” At
her trial Perpetua was ordered to be
thrown to the beasts in the arena.
Her father was so enraged by her
resolve he took her son and refused
to bring him back. 

Arrested with Perpetua was a
young slave, Felicity, who was
eight months pregnant. Felicity
actually wanted to be tortured with
the others to show her faith and
worried she would be held back
because of her condition. But just

two days before the execution she
gave birth to a girl.

The morning of the games
Perpetua, a mere 22 years old,
stepped into the arena, composed
and radiant, with Felicity at her
side. Perpetua refused to wear the
traditional pagan costume and
announced that she would rather
die than worship their gods. The
crowds roared and the Christians
were attacked – the men by a boar,
a bear, and a leopard and the
women by a rabid cow. Badly
wounded they all kissed each other
and were put to death by a soldier’s
sword.

Perpetua’s last words were to
her brother, “Stand fast in the faith
and love one another.”

St. Perpetua
a convert

LIFETEEN 
Leading Teens

Closer To Christ

The Beginnings:
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Our ministry was formed for the purpose of being a support and social
organization for those who are single or single again due to a separation,
divorce or death of a spouse. Your attendance at a meeting will qualify
you as a member of this ministry and also entitles you to receive our free
monthly calendar.

We are a not-for-profit organization and there are no dues for mem-
bers. Some of the calendar events planned each month are dance lessons
and dances, game nights, covered dish dinners, ice cream socials and
guest speakers.

This year we are blessed to have Father Roe Fisher as our spiritual
leader.

Many of us are very involved in community affairs. We also do vol-
unteer work. So if you’re alone and want to get out of the house this might
be your chance to get active with the Single and Single Again ministry.

Join us! We’re the Single and Single Again Support Group meeting
new friends and enjoying social activities. Our weekly meetings are on
Tuesday evening at 7:30 p.m. in the Shirley David Hall. Call Marlene at
744-2641 or Jean at 388-2515

Single and Single Again

Planning 
starts for 50th Anniversary of 
CHRIST THE KING PARISH 

which is scheduled for 
September 2004

Needed: Histories from all ministries
Original parishioner’s memories 

Parishioners willing to plan festivities 
call:

Mike Mackin (744-6659) or Monica Crisp (743-6005)

by Isabelle Fusco

Can the Lord talk to us? He can and does. What does He think of us
when we talk back?

You can find this book which is now available in our gift shop. Don’t
wait another minute, supply is now in the shop, but do not hesitate to find
how close we can get to know the Lord.

The book is small but big for our daily need to own or give for a gift.
I have read it more than once and every time I learn more about our faith.

Title: My Daily Bread
By: Anthony J. Paone, S.J.

Simplified and Arranged for Daily Readings, Reflection, and Prayer
“This little book has helped us to understand our faith more in simple
words.” Mr. and Mrs. Russ Butzirus

Give Us
This  Day 
Our Daily Bread

by Isabelle Fusco

“I feel so alone, what can I do
to get through this experience?”

You are not alone. Jesus said, “I
will never leave you or forsake
you.” You have some wonderful
church family members who are
willing to meet with you.

Most of these you may already
know. What about some who are in
need of a friend, who are in the
healing process after losing a loved
one?

Come and see how concerned
we are for you! Many have experi-
enced healing already and now

comes a new adventure. Life goes
on. Make new friends, help them to
help you. We need each other. The
Lord said to bind up each other’s
wounds.

Take a chance. We meet every
second Tuesday. Come and be part
of the new phase in your life. You
need a break, too. We will get
stronger together. God promises
blessings to those who have love
for one another.

Any questions, contact Isabelle
Fusco 724-5186.

P.S.  We have a lunch date
which will be announced – check
your Bulletin

What Happens
Now?

by Deb Scobie 

The Altar Society - formed in
October 1957 

The beauty and orderliness of
the altar area results from the dedi-
cated labors of our Altar Society. It
is the responsibility of members of
the Altar Society to see that all is in
readiness for Sunday Mass and for
other occasions. The beautiful
Christmas and Easter displays are a
tribute to the artistry of the ladies.
They first banded together in
October 1957 at a call from Father
Larkin. The altar linens, vestments
and other accoutrements of the
sanctuary and sacristy are in the
hands of the ladies in this society.
They have divided themselves into
teams with each team devoting one
Friday afternoon or Saturday morn-
ing to the work. Original members
were Mrs. Rogero, Mrs. Heater,
Mrs. Marksteimer, Fran Woods and
Dot Albert. 

Mr. Joe Stazynski was in charge
in the late 1950s and set up the altar
each week. He needed minor sur-
gery and asked Anne Olinto to take
over should anything go wrong.
Unfortunately, he died during the
surgery and Anne took over tem-
porarily for 22 years. 

Rosemary Marksteiner was the
first president of the society. It
started with four teams who daily
set up the altar with relics on the
altar stone. They set up the votive
candles (25 cents back in the
1960s) and cleaned the wax from
the candle-holders before each
Mass. They polished the ciborium,
readied the vestments for the priest,

washed the long albs, and had two
vases to honor Mary with flowers.
Some linens were sent to a profes-
sional cleaner and Kay Flores
ironed others. Brass candlesticks
were taken home and placed into
the oven to remove the wax. 

During the holidays and when a
bishop was at our church, times
were hectic for these society gals.
The society set up the kneelers for
weddings and even made curtains.
This ministry has never held meet-
ings or fund-raisers yet continues
on today. The parish grew and the
church was moved from the cafete-
ria to the main building where it is
today . Over the years men have
been involved through their wives’
participation; Ray Haulk (with
Catherine), Crosby Olinto (with
Anne) and Richard Daniels (with
Kathy) . So we are politically cor-
rect, too! 

Sister Terese Horan took on
many of these duties over a period
of time (i.e., flowers, vestments,
candles) and was someone who
could be counted on to handle any
request at the last minute. 

An interesting tidbit I learned
from Trudy Cameron was that the
Monstrance used in the chapel dur-
ing the adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament is made from personal
items of gold parishioners donated!
In 1999 Anne asked me to take over
the Altar Society. The society now
has seven teams cleaning the
church and eight persons ironing
the purificators on a rotation. 

Not a difficult ministry but a satis-
fying one!

Altar Society
Ministry’s 

History 

Recount

His

deeds ...
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Annulment Workshop
presented by

The Divorced & Separated
Ministry

and

The Family Life Ministry of the
Diocese of St. Augustine

Date: Thursday, May 22, 2003
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Place: Christ the King Parish

The Shirley David Hall

Presenter: Father Ralph Besendorfer, Judicial Vicar, Diocesan Tribunal
Note: No Fee to attend

Annulments: 
How to begin . . . What is required . . . How to petition

Don’t miss this informative workshop!
For more information: call the Family Life office: 904-308-7474

News in a Flash

Music Department finally was able to have their Christmas Party

Father Carr says he’s
carbon-dated

(read the shirt) 
“Happy birthday,

Father Neil and many
more”

He is not here, but has risen . . Luke 24:5

Youth collected donations on
“Souper Bowl” Sunday

Tree trimming
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by Janet Morton

Christ the King School has a
long standing reputation as an out-
standing educational facility in
Jacksonville, Florida. Many of our
present students are second genera-
tion and their grandparents, who
established the parish, are still
members. Thus, there is a cyclical
interest in the success and growth
of our school which crosses gener-
ation lines.

Christ the King Parish, under
the leadership of Bishop W.
Thomas Larkin, was founded in
1954 in the Arlington area of
Jacksonville, Florida. A small
nucleus of people started in a little
wooden frame building on the cam-
pus of Jacksonville University and
moved into the large Swisher
Gymnasium. In 1955 ground was
broken for a two story building
with classrooms on the top floor
and church facilities on the lower
level. Students who would attend
the new Christ the King School
attended Immaculate Conception
during the construction period.

Christ the King is a grade
school that services pre-kinder-
garten through eighth grade. The
school was dedicated in 1958 and
staffed by the Sisters of Saint
Joseph, who occupied a large two-
story convent on the parish proper-
ty. A new church was built in the
mid 1960’s and the school then
occupied both floors of the main
building. A small clubhouse was
built in 1956 for cafeteria and
meeting space. The school expand-
ed with the addition of a single
story building which accommodat-
ed five classrooms and a physical
education office.

In 1980, a new
church was built
allowing the school
to renovate the old
church into a fully
equipped kitchen
facility, a cafeteria
that allows seating
for 200+ and a
resource room. In
1986, a gymnasium
complex was built
that included locker
and bathroom facili-
ties, two classrooms,
three offices, a
music and art facility and a meeting
room. An exterior racquetball court
was also constructed.

In the mid 1990’s, the school
was re-plumbed, re-wired with
fiber optics to accommodate new
technology and a new roof was
installed. The racquetball court was
converted to a much needed meet-
ing room.

As Christ the King approached
the new millennium, a new face
began to emerge. A second story
was added to the lower building
and houses six new classrooms, an
art room, a guidance counselor’s
office and office space for the
teachers of Writing Across the
Curriculum and Spanish. The relo-
cation of three classrooms to the
new floor made possible the con-
struction of the Sister Therese
Horan Library and Media Center.
The Center is a modern facility for
the students. The new computer lab
has facilities for 35 students. Six
classrooms on the second floor
were totally renovated with new
walls, carpets and cabinetry. At the
East end of the Main Building is a
separate Science Lab for use by all
grades. Christ the King in the
1970’s was the first parochial grade

school in the city to
have a permanent sci-
ence laboratory. The
present physical plant
includes 21 class-
rooms, a cafeteria, a
gymnasium with a
stage, library, a science
lab, a computer lab, an
art room and a music
room. There are ball
fields and a play-
ground on the grounds.

Christ the King is a
suburban school with
characteristics typical

of an urban school. Christ the King
serves a diverse socioeconomic
population ranging from students
receiving Aid to Dependent
Children to students of upper
income levels. Our school popula-
tion has many ethnic groups.
Among these groups are Caucasian,
Black, Korean, Vietnamese,
Philippine, Arabic, Hispanic and
Multi-racial. The school is located
between an older residential sec-
tion, an expressway, and a business
area.

For ten years, Christ the King
School has been tuition free for
families who belong to the Parish
tithing program, known as the
Stewardship Program. Families and
parishioners are requested to tithe
eight percent to the Parish, but no
one is excluded who cannot pay
this percentage. Students are part of
the Stewardship Program and con-
tribute their time, talent, and treas-
ure. Students are closely linked to
providing assistance for those less
fortunate. Their weekly tithe is
returned to the Student Council.
Each Spring, the Student Council
decides to which outreach pro-
grams they will donate and the
amount each group will receive.

The Stewardship Program is unique
to our Diocese and to Catholic
schools in our area. It has become a
model for other parishes and
schools in the United States. As a
Catholic school, we are making a
statement to the world by investing
in our children. The future of the
Church is in their hands.

The directive of Christ the King
Catholic School is to teach the
tenets of the Catholic faith, to help
the children realize their own spiri-
tual and academic uniqueness and
to utilize God’s gifts to the best of
their ability. The Catholic school
has as its primary goal the contin-
ued formation of the Christian per-
son. It is a unique environment in
which students can experience the
presence of the Holy Spirit. All
policies, procedures and programs
have been instituted with the goal
of fostering responsibility and
respect for others. Students are held
to high moral and social standards
as evidenced by the honor code, the
dress code, the behavior code, and
the academic requirements. In this
setting, students and teachers are
drawn to proclaim the Gospel mes-
sage, to unite in worship, to
respond to the needs of the commu-
nity through fellowship and social
justice, and to serve all people
through the sharing of their spiritu-
al gifts and temporal goods. It is
imperative that we remain faithful
in the beliefs of the Church. Every
Catholic parent, the first and best
teacher of their children, and
teacher must ensure that these
beliefs are taught. Christ the King
supports the learning of all its
members and fosters a caring com-
munity. We combine effective
learning and a Christian, caring
environment.

The  History  of  Christ  the  King  SchoolThe  History  of  Christ  the  King  School

by Barbara Boutte’

Get your safari hat and binocu-
lars, your butterfly net and fishing
pole, and your imagination and
you’ll be ready to join us in Pre K.
For the past month we have been
studying animals and their habitats.
From the rain forest to the desert,
from the mountains to the ocean,
and right in our own backyards,
God has created many amazing
creatures.

Learning about the many kinds
of animals, both wild and domestic,
has been interesting and fun. Even
though the children think they are
just playing games, they have been
improving their readiness skills for
kindergarten. If you step into one
of our classrooms you will see chil-
dren engaged in a variety of activi-
ties. The children are painting
murals and creating puppets of zoo

animals; going fishing for “alpha-
bet fish” to spell their names;
counting and sorting sea creatures;
illustrating and dictating stories
about their favorite animals; using
their imaginations to dramatize vis-
its to the animal clinic and pet
store; or singing songs and imitat-
ing the movements of some com-
mon animals. As you can see, our
study of animals has involved all
areas of the curriculum and we’ve
been creating quite a “rumble” in
our very own “jungle.”

On March 20th and 21st, we vis-
ited the Jacksonville Zoo where we
continued to observe, ask ques-
tions, identify and classify animals.
Our thanks to the many parents
who supported our study by chap-
eroning this important field trip out
of the classroom and into the real
world.

There’s A Rumble in
the Jungle
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by, Anastasia Mann and Bobby Yarborough

Student Council is a program for students elected by their peers from
the fourth grade to the eighth grade. Student Council has accomplished a
tremendous amount this year. We have changed a lunch order to Rally’s
one day in April. We also have given money to a family to pay for their
electric bill. Every Sunday when people put money in the baskets it helps
out the Children’s Stewardship which goes to charity. Most of the student
money is raised from junior high dances, bowling parties, and skating par-
ties on First Fridays. In the back of the church is the Statue of Elizabeth
Ann Seton. Student Council paid for the statue. As you can see Student
Council is a great experience for the students and our community.

by Frank Becht

For years the 8:30 a.m. Sunday
Mass has been known as the
Children’s Mass at Christ the King,
but it hasn’t been until recently that
it has truly become the Children’s
Mass!

At the beginning of the 2002
school year, Mrs. Beth Zerkowski,
became the music teacher at Christ
the King Grade School. She’s
become known by her students as
Mrs.“Z.”  Not only has she become
endeared to her students but she has
obviously successfully taught them
the basics. The spirit of music for
the 8:30 Mass has come alive with
enthusiasm and lively singing. Mrs.
“Z”, herself, has a beautiful voice,
which she has shared with us as a
Cantor. On more than one occa-
sion, the congregation has
acknowledged their pleasure by
clapping after the recessional
hymn.

Several of our students have
been inspired by Mrs. “Z’s” exam-
ple. In the seventh grade there are
three outstanding young ladies who
regularly cantor at Mass and who
have done a marvelous job:
Colleen Doherty, Theresa Smith,
and Megan Mitchell

In addition, there are several
younger members who are in
“training” and have cantored with
the older students:

Third grade: Halley Neaves
Fourth grade: Veronica Jones,

Kendall Saunders, Hillary Bodin,
Lizzy Holland, Elizabeth Boyd,
and Tiffany Ricker

Fifth grade: Maddie Sciullo and
Marissa Downer

What a wonderful example
these young ladies are to their fel-
low students and to the people
attending 8:30 Mass! Thank you
for your efforts. The Children’s
Choir is something we can be
proud of and we are proud of you!!!
Mrs. “Z” has recently completed
the RCIA program and we are
happy and proud to welcome her as
a new member into the Catholic
Church.

Another item of interest is the
fact that consideration is under way
toward expanding the involvement
of our grade school students as lec-
tors at the 8:30 a.m. Sunday Mass.
Currently, the choir performs and
grade school students act as lectors
at the Friday Mass for the school
children. According to Lucille
Guzzone, the program which is
expected to begin with the school
year in August 2003, will also
include the seventh and eighth
graders of the Religious Education
Group. This a great opportunity for
all students to become more
involved in the Liturgy early in life
and develop good habits which
they will foster the rest of their
lives.

We encourage this as a great
step forward recognizing the
tremendous talents of our students.
We also commend our teachers for
the tremendous job they are doing
in developing students of whom we
can all be proud!!!

by Connie Goodbread

State Farm Insurance Company
has a wonderful series of programs
that they actually bring to the class-
room. Last summer I called to book
“Pedestrian Safety”, “911” and
“Poison Safety” for our fall calen-
dar. The arrangements were made
with the State Farm program direc-
tor and dates were booked well
before the start of school Imagine
our Kindergarten delight when it
turned out that Alicia Simon, moth-
er of Ashlinne (KB) and Deanna
(PK4C) presented our programs.

A team came out once each
month with excellent lessons,
handouts and appropriate commu-
nication. The Good Neighbear

became a Welcome Bear as he
greeted the children and reinforced
the concepts.

During the week of January 27
State Farm sponsored a Bike Rodeo
for the children in second and third
grades. This was a part of our
Catholic Schools Week activities.
Although the morning was cold we
had a very dedicated group of
Christ the King volunteers, many
parents willing to transport bikes
and helmets and , of course, Alicia
Simon smoothly organizing chil-
dren, parents and bikes.

Alicia is not only a blessing to
us in her State Farm capacity but is
also the KB Room Mother. At this
point need I mention that she is also
a Christ the King graduate!

The Job, the Risk, and the Courage

by Kaylyn Condgese

Would you accept a job that could possibly kill you? Could you imag-
ine the feeling of shrill terror as you blew up in our atmosphere? Well,
that’s what happened to these seven daring astronauts Saturday, Feb. 1,
2003. Imagine how their families felt. It’s mind-boggling. There isn’t
much I can say, but I can say this, may God bless and treasure their souls.

A Tribute to the Astronauts
by Clelsea Bergamo

I am very honored by the bravery and work put into our space center.
I know I could never go in space because of the fatal crashes that have
happened. I do not know what you were doing in space but I know you
were happy to come home and that you were probably all scared when
you lost contact with NASA. I also know that America and especially
your families miss you and when the shuttle broke up you prayed.
America honors your bravery and so do I. On February 3, 2003, the
Columbia is honored and will be forever.

CHRIST THE KING SCHOOL CHOIR

State Farm Insurance Company 
in our School

Seven Astronauts
by Sayhe Loayza

The astronauts who died on Saturday, February 1, 2003, were people
doing what they loved. Sadly, most of those astronauts had children.
Many people around the world, who suffer for their loss, pray for them
today. Imagine your parent, mother or father, dying in a rocket. Of course
the astronauts knew the grand risk they were taking when they went
aboard, set foot, on the rocket. It is hard to believe that seven people died
in such a horrible manner. We pray for them today knowing God will have
love and mercy for them.

Student Council

Astronauts 
Remembered
Students wrote regarding the
events of February 1, 2003
and of the brave men and 
women of the Columbia
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Dear Mrs. Brown

My mother is like Mary because she is caring,
and loving. My mother is also like Mary in many
other ways. I love my mother and I know she loves
me to. And if I ever suffered she would suffer more.
I thank God for the parents he gave me. Again I love
my mom and dad very much.
Sincerely,
Jacob

Mary My Mother

I love Mary. She is my hevenly

Mother. She is Jesus’ mother and

Joseph’s wife. We pray to her to pray

for us.
Mary is a beautiful lady that had

a lot of experences in her life. She has

a beatiful mind soul and heart.

Mary prays everyday and watches

over us. She is special to alot of peo-

ple in the world and she loves every-

one
Mary is Catholic and so am I

and other people in the world

That is why I love Mary

because she loves me

Mackenzie

Dear Father Thanh,I love Mary. She is a huge role model in my life. She always did
whatever God told her to do. Like when He asked for her to be the

mother of His son, Jesus. She did it right off the bat. She’s an amazing
woman. How she goes through all of this for God and Jesus.

Now when we pray the rosary we should always think of her. The
rosary is another great gift that she has provided for us to even deepen

our strength more and more into Christ. Mary is with us always and
everwhere in our lives. One thing I think we should do is call to mind all of
the sacrifices she has made for us especially when we are complaining.

Think of her watching Jesus die on the cross to save all of us in our lives.

Mary is awesome! Thank you Father Thanh for sharing this with us
Your Friend,
Gus

Dear Father Thanh,At shcool before we go home we say adecade of the rosary and the Act Of Sorrowevery day. For my Fist Holy Commin I got avery nice rosary, it has peals as beads andwondeful looking pure gold between thepearls. For my 8th Birthday I got a pretystatue of Mary the mother of God it sits in myroom I pray to her in bad times or when Ineed help and other times. My father namedTom is Methodist one day I sat down with theBible and found a good section about 16 vers-es I told him about God and gave him home-work. I realy want him to become a Catholic. Ipray for him to become a Catholic evey nightbefore going to bed Will you pray for him forme Please? My Godfather is Fr. Mac he is awonderful person. He has glasses and darkbrown hair. You two have two things in com-mon both of you are preits and pastors he isthe pastor of St hospitals’ chapel he comes upstairs and sees my mom Denise in open heart.I know all the days we honr Mary. Mary willalways be my role model.Love, Autumn

Dear Father Thanh,
I honor Mary by saying

the Rosary, Hail Mary,

Aspiration, O, Mary..., and the

Angelus. I shall continue.

Sincerely,
Caleb

Dear Father Thanh,
Mary is my mother as well as everyone else’s. When Jesus

died he told her to be everyone’s mother. Mary is a model to
people to be as holy as she was and to trust in God. If Mary was-

n’t here then Jesus wouldn’t be able to die on the cross for us, so
she is very important. We honor Mary for her spiritual life.

I think of Mary when I’m sad or scared, so she will comfort
me. She must have been really sad when she saw Jesus dying
because she lost her savior and son. Mary brings hope to people
around the world.
Sincerely, Samuel

Dear Father Thanh,
Mary is my mother because in our religion we

believe everyone is our brother and sister. She is the
mother of us all because she gave birth to Jesus the
Son of Man and God is the father.

Mary is our model because she never had sin and
loved her enemies as herself.
Sincerely, Zachary

Dear Father Thanh,
Thank you for talking to us about

Mary, our Blessed Mother. I learned
Mary is a wonderful mother to me.
Mary takes care of my brothers and sisters as
well as me. When we are scared we pray. Then
Mary will answer us and keep us safe. Mary is a
great model. She is everybody’s mother. I Love
Mary alot. Mary makes sure we do the right
things. Mary is perfect. What a role midel Mary is.

Love Your friend
Caitlyn

Letters From

Fr Thanh,
The reason Mary is a mother to me is because Jesus made it so. When He died, He told the

world to “take her as your mother.” And so we did. Mary is also a mother because she is always
there in heaven to listen to our problems and help us through the rather stressful days.

The reason Mary is a model to me is, because she was the only women born without sin.
Mary also had to watch her son die by God’s will, but still followed Him one hundred percent. I
idolize Mary’s courage, wisdom and love, which makes her a wonderful model and mother to
me.
Sincerely, Amanda

Dear Father Thanh,

What I know about Mary is that she

was the Mother of God. She was the

first and best diciple of Jesus. She is the

Queen of the Angels. She stands for us

if we ask her something from God.

She is the Mother of the World. She

will answer all of our questions. She is

the Mother of every person on earth.

She was born without original sin.

Sincerely, Trevor

Dear Mary,Thank you for being our mother.

You love us. You cares for us. I

love you. Marywill giv pepoll love. I

love you.Elizabeth

Dear Mary

God Loves you.

I will always Love you

And everyone eLse will

to.
Love Brandon

Dear Father Thanh,Mary, to me, is so importantbacause she teaches us topray to her son. With Mary,our mother, and Jesus, oursavior, all is possible. Mary ismy number one source ofhope and forgiveness. Thankyou Fr. Thanh for displayingthis to me and to all the con-gregation who looks up to you.Sincerely, Taylor

by Scott

by
Aaron



Dear Father Thanh,

I liked you’re speech.

About Mary and when we

honor her Janurary 1st. and

December 12. You also

talked about a rosary. My family

had a statue of Mary and it came

with a crown and we would say

the rosary everynight and even

say extra prayers’ we honor Mary

because she is are mother and

rollmodel. I liked the rosary you

pulled out of you’re pocket. Now

in school we say a decade of the

rosary. I read my to Bibles almost

every day. And my old testament.

I like church.
Love sinserly,

Kara
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The School
Dear Father Thanh,

To me, Mary seems to be like
our mother. I have heard stories of
how Mary can sneak us through the
back door to heaven, if we pray to
her and are worthy. She appeared
in many places throughout the
world and helps us live our lives to
make them holy. She cares for us
and tries to help us find the path to
heaven.

She is the faithful servant of
God and of Jesus and wants us to
follow in her ways. Full of wisdom
and understanding that God has
given, is Mary. I think of her as a
very good role model for the
church and also as a friend. When I
get sad I pray to Mary and to God
and they both help me out a lot. I
love Mary.
Sincerely,
Tessa

Dear Father Thanh,Mary is the queen of the

church, mother to all, and guide to

her children. This is why we pray to

her the Hail Mary. As a model, Mary

shows us how to live spiritually and

prayerfully. Because she was without

sin, we think of her this way. Mary is

to us a mother, because she cares for

and guides us to the word of God.

Sincerely,Erik

Dear Father Thanh,
Mary is a mother to all of us. She is also a model to everyone.

Mary is a mother because she took care of Jesus. She also is a
mother because she helps us when we need her. Mary is a mother
because she is kind to everyone, which everyone are her children.

Also, Mary is a model to all people. She is a model to everyone
because she followed God’s instructions. Mary is a model because
she never sinned. She wasn’t born with original sin. She also never
sinned during her life. That is why Mary is a mother and a model
to everyone.
Sincerely, Chris

Dear Fr. Thanh,
Mary is a good model in life because she is so loyal to

everyone. She is also an amazing role model because she
never did anything wrong in life. She was an amazing
person because she did nothing to stop her son, Jesus,
from dying on the cross. Mary was a very holy woman
because she never sinned. Mary was also a good woman
because she was never rude or mean. Mary is like my
mother because I can always talk to her by praying. She
guides and protects me from the wrong. She helps me
choose right from wrong. Mary and God blessed me with
loving and caring parents. Also with a loving little sister.
Sincerely, Morgan

Dear Father Thanh
I give honor to Mary my

Mother. These are some
prayers Hail Mary  The
Angelus and O, Mary...
Your friend
Nick

Dear MaryI will always love you.
And everyone else will to.

Love RachelI love Mary

Dear Father Thanh,
Mary is a very positive role

model to me. She gave all her

love to God. She gave birth to

Jesus with no objection. She did

exactly as she was told.

She does remind me of my

mother, actually. My mom cares

for my brother and me everyday,

with as much love as she can

give. Mary cared for Jesus as

best she could, and loved him

with all her heart.
I think of Mary a lot. When I

am scared or need some help, I

will say a Hail Mary. then I will

become braver or find a solution

to my provlem.
Sincerely,Christina

Mary My Mother,
When I think of Mary I think of some-
thing bueutifull like Mary. I think of flow-
ers and roses. Mary is very bueutifull
and kind. Mary is our mother and is
very special. After I pray to Mary I feel
much better and safe. She is a very
holy person. She keeps us safe. She
loves us. She cares for us. She watch-
es over us.
Mary is our hevenly mother. Mary is the
mother of Jesus. Mary is the mother of
everyone. Mary is our most speacle
mother. We should all love Mary. Mary
loves us as we love her. So if you ever
get lonely you can aways pray to her.
Jennifer

Dear Father Thanh,
Thank you for talking to us about

Mary our Blessed Mother. I learned
Mary is the Mother of Jesus. I learned
Mary is the role model for us to help
us be more like Jesus
your friend.
BriAnna

Mary
Mary is about love. She loved Jesus and she loved us.

She is the mother of Jesus. She took care of Jesus. She and

Joseph worked hard to give a good life to jesus. Mary taught

Jesus about life and she taught Him about God.

Mary taught Jesus how to pray. We pray the Rosary to

Mary. Mary was without sin. Jesus grew up to be a wise

man. Mary is the most respected Mother. She was chosen to

be the Jesus mother. She was a servant of the Lord.

When Jesus was lost for 3 days in Jerulselem, Mary wor-

ried about Him and then He was found. Mary is in heaven

now. One day we will be in heaven with Mary and Jesus.

Chad

Dear Mary,
Thank you for being

our mother. Thank you
for careing for us. Thank
you for loveing us. I love
you. Thank you for being
are friend. Mary is pretty.
alex

Dear Fr. Thanh.
Mary is a great Mother. Role of

Mary in faith; some people don’t
know where Mary is in life. I think
I know where she is in my life. I
think she is in your heart when you
don’t know what to do. I think
when you’re mad and upset with
your family, she’s in your mind say-
ing it’s okay, they still love you.

Then they ask how. Well, she is
always there for me when I need
her. Sometimes when I wake up at
night and scared I pray the Rosary
one time. Some how she helps me
fall asleep. She also helps me with
decisions. Try praying to her. See if
she helps you, too.
Love, Taylor

Angelo

George

Andrew
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Dear Mary,
Thank you for being nice to us.

Thank you for loving us. I love you

I love you Mary. YOu are so pretty.

Thank you for Jesus.

I love you Joey

Dear Father Thanh,Thank you for talking to us about Mary, our

Blessed Mother. I learned Mary is the mother of

Jesus. Mary is a role model. If we do some thing

wrong she will help us to make good choices. Mary

is our second mother. Mary will protect us and

guide us. Mary can teach us about Jesus. Your

friendErica

My Mother is like Mary in many
ways. Mary raised Jesus to tell people
about the Lord. My mother raises me to
love and serve the Lord. When Jesus was
on the cross Mary was suffering with
him. My mother suffers when I am hurt,
sad or in pain. My mother help people
through St. Vincent DePaul society, just
as Mary helped people. All mothers have
one thing in common, they would sacri-
fice and give up anything for their chil-
dren. I like my mother the way she is!
The End
Laura

Dear Father Thanh,I feel loved when I am praying to
Mary. She is loved alot by me and alot of
other people. Mary always listens to me
when I pray the rosary.Sincerely, Alexandra

Dear Father Thanh,

Mary is our mother. We pray the Rosary at

school in honor of our holy mother, Mary. There

are five joyful mysteries: The annunciation, vis-

itation, nativity, presentation, and the finding in

the temple. There are five Sorrowful mysteries: the

agony in the garden, scourging at the pillar, crowning

with thorns, carrying of the cross, and the crucifixion.

The five glorious mysteries are: The resurrection,

ascension, desent of the holy spirit, assumption of the

blessed virgin Mary, and the crowning of the blessed

virgin mary. There are five decades of the Rosary.

Mary is our most holy mother. The joyful mysteries

are said on Monday and Thursday. The sorrowful

mysteries are said on Tuesday and Friday. The five

glorious mysteries are said on Wednesday Saturday

and Sunday. I love Mary.

Your friend,

Jan

Mary My Mother,

I think Mary is the most gentle person in

the world. She is everybody’s mother. Flowers are a symbol

for Mary. She is filled with glee. I wish we can see her now.

She loves us. Our earthly mother is the our mother and

Mary is the heaven mother. If she loves us we should love

her. She is the mother of God. She is like loveful.

We love her more than jewels. She borned the saviour.

Also she was chosen to be Queen of the universe. Lots of

things happened in her life. She loved us so much she gave

us the rosary.

Courtney

Dear Father Thanh,
Mary is a role in our faith because she was

the mother of Christ and a religious woman
who put her life in God’s hand. Mary is our
Mother because she was the mother of God, our
redeemer, so as our mother for saving us. Mary
cared for Jesus and all of us this is another rea-
son she is like our mother.

Mary is a role model because she stood by
Jesus’ desicions and was helpful & faithful in
our church. Mary is a mother & model in our
everyday lives.
Your student, Drew

Father Thanh
Over the past years I’ve been studying Religion and it’s

taught me inside to be and act as a better person to myself, oth-
ers, and God. We’ve been studying the virgin Mary over the
past two years. I think the virgin Mary is identical to my moth-
er in every way.

“Thou shall not commit sin,” should be Mary’s modo. I say
this because she’s like my mom because she shows her love,
she stands up for what she believes in. She’s my role model
because she inspires me and everyone to do good physical,
social, and emothional. So, that’s why she’s just like my mom
and my role model.
Sincerely, Martin

Dear Father Thanh,
Mary is my Heavenly, Holy, Mother.

She guides me to good and away from evil.
She stands by me and loves me if I’m right
or wrong. If I’m scared, she takes my hand
and guides me through to the end. Mary
feeds my soul and watches my body.

She is my heavenly, Holy Mother, born
without sin, no evil can tempt her.
Sincerely
Nichole

Dear Father Thanh,
Mary, the mother of God, has

spread her love among her children.
She has answered all of our prayers
for guidence and protection with the
grand sensation of love. A truly strong
woman that would do everything God
asked her to do, could only be called
the true mother of God. A great
model she is indeed, for her faith,
actions, and life made of pure love.
Sure she was tempted like all of us are
every once in a while, but she never
made the deciscion to turn away from
God. She proved to be the first and
best apostle.

Each day, she would deny herself,
take up her daily cross, but mostly
love. This woman cleared the path for
Jesus, the Son of God, our Savior, our
Messiah. She is known to be the
Mother of God and best apostle. We
know her job on this Earth was not
easy and quick but we know she full-
filled her promise. We thank and
honor her today, the apostle and
Mother of God.
Sincerely, Sayhe

Dear Father Thanh,
Mary’s role as a mothr is to

not only be a mother to Jesus,
but to all of us also. Mary has
always been someone we have
been able to pray to easily.
Personally, I have been able to
pray to Mary, because she is
motherly. When praying to her
you feel like you can open your
heart to her, as if she were you
own mother.

Mary is like a model of faith,
because all through her life she
was so prayerful and always did as
God wanted. She never doubted
God, or what He could do.
Whatever was planned for her
was God’s will and she was ready
and willing to do what He had
planned for her. I look up to Mary
for all these reasons and admire
her courage, faithfullness, and
love for us, all her children.
Sincerely,
Melissa

Dear Father Thanh,
I’m glad that you get to speak

to us once a month. It’s like get-
ting a homily on Monday, too.
Mary is the ultimate model of
decipleship. She is also the
mother of Jesus and our moth-
er. She is a very important
woman.

Mary is our mother for
several reasons. I think that
the most important one is Jesus’ last
words: “Woman, behold your son. Behold your
mother.” He said to John that Mary is his mother. John repre-
sents all of Jesus’ deciples.

Mary is also a model for us. She believed in Jesus and his
cause so much that she believed him when no one else did.
She was not afraid to stand up for Jesus. She is what every
christian should be: faithful, loyal, and brave. We can all ben-
efit from her example.
Sincerely, Steven

Letters From The

Dear Mary,
I love Mary alot. I

am a child of God. I
pray for Mary.
Love, Ryan

by

Christina

by
Hannah
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Dear Father Thanh,

Mary reminds me a lot of my own mother.

They are both accepting, loving, and care tak-

ers. Mary is a model for all women. She is the

mother of Jesus, a virgin, and someone you

can pray to for guidance. She is my mother

because she guides me in every way possible. I

go to her for my prayer guidance and try to act

like her because she is a great model!

Thank you for reading,

Melanie 

Dear Father Thanh,

Mary is our Virgin

Mary. She was the mother

of Jesus. She was a model

because she never sinned

and was good to every-

one. Mary is just like my

mother. I love her. She

was our mother because

Jesus is our brother. So if

Jesus is our brother then

she is the mother of all of

us. Mary had to be very

brave to stand there and

watch her son die on the

cross.
From, Jonathan

Dear Father Thanh,Mary is not only a mother to us, butshe also guides us to be holy. She ismotherly by protecting us against evil andthe Devil. Like our earthly mother, Marygives us nourishment for the heart. Shewas a mother when she saved lives onSeptember 11th.Mary is also a model of faith to us byshowing us how we should live. She givesus examples of ways to pray and love.She was a model of faith to us during allthe wars we faced. People kept up theirfaith and were blessed. Mary is veryimportant to me and I love her dearly.Sincerely, Michelle
Dear Father Thanh,

Mary is the mother of Jesus. the reason is because God chose
her to be special. She is there during good and bad times. She’s in
your prayers, heart, the bible and even by your side. She helps you
by guiding you to better choices and times.

Mary is a second mother to us. I love her like my own mother.
She is a wonderful spirit. She helps through a lot. I’ve always won-
dered where Jesus got his kind and generous acts. Now I know. Her
and God.

Mom --- winner Mary --- winner
1. kind 1. kind
2. generous 2. generous
3. flesh 3. spirit
4. religious 4. religious
5. pretty 5. pretty

Love, Valerie

Dear Father Thanh,

Mary was Jesus’ mother, but she is also our

mother. She has unconditonal love for all people no

matter what has happened, good or bad in their

lives. She accepts everyone, even if they don’t

believe in her or Jesus or God. She prays that one

day they will open up their hearts and accept her.

Just like she does for them.

Mary is also a fantastic role model. She never

sinned against God and never doubted Him. She

always trusted in the Lord and looked towards Him

in her times of need. She followed her heart and

God’s word and she now has great honor and is

respected greatly.

Sincerely, Allison

How my mother is like Mary.

My mom  is a wonderful person, like

Mary. She helps anyone when they need

help. She takes care of Dominic and me

when we are sick. She comforts us when

we are sad. She always makes sure we are

safe at all times. She says to us every day,

I love you. She prays every day. She prays

all the time. My mother is like Mary our

blessed mother in many more ways. That’s

why I love her very much.

Melina

Dear Father Thanh,
I give honor to Mary

my mother because
Mary is the mother of
Jesus the son of God
and Mary is also the
mother of God too.
The End.
yours Sincerely
Love Sydney

Dear Father Thanh,
You talked about the feasts about Mary. the days of the

feasts are August 15, December 12 and January 1. You also
talked about that Mary is our mother in heaven. It was a great
speech. In school were learning how to use the rosary. We’re
also learing about the five joyful mysteries they are the
Annunciation, the Visitation, the Nativity, the Presentation and
the Finding in the Temple.
Your friend, Adam

Dear Fanther Thanh,

Sometimes I wonder why we think of Mary as our mother,

and as our model. I also think of how she is like my mother.

I think that when we say, “Mary, My mother and queen,” we

mean that since she is the mother of Jesus, she is our mother

too. I pondor about why Mary is our model. I know she is my

model because she is so pure and loving, that she fills me with

faith in her.
Often I find myself deep in thought of how my mother and

Mary are alike. One thing I figured is that they both are loving

and sweet. Also, they are both loving to others, as if they had

enough generosity for the whole world.

These are the things that I often wonder about when Mary

is on my mind. Why she’s our mother, our model, and how she’s

like my mom. Love, Leslie

Dear Father Thanh,Thank you for talking to us about Mary,
our Blessed Mother. I learned Mary love
us. She taught Jesus about God and the
Holy Spirit. And Mary was chosen to be
the mother of Jesus christ.
Your friend, Sean

Dear Mary,
Thank you for being nice. Thank you for

being kind. Thank you for being our mother.
thank you for giving us Jesus. Thank you loving
us.
Love david I love you

Dear Mary  I love you.
I love you and I pray to you. I
will pray for the sick.
Candace

Mary Our MotherMary, our mother, is sokind, gentle, buitiful, quiet,and humble. Mary is the moth-er of Jesus. Mary is like anangel. Mary is someone manyhave not met in person. Maryloves everyone of us even ifyour a bad person. She lovesme no matter what I do evenwhen I sin. When I say myprayers I includ Mary ourMother. Mary cares for me likemy mother, Mary is so won-derful. That’s what Mary islike.
Sara

School Continued

Aaron

Joseph
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Operation Rice Bowl history taken
from www.catholicrelief.org web-
site

In 1975 Operation Rice Bowl
(ORB) began in Allentown, PA as
an inter-religious response to the
drought in the African Sahel. In
1975, a Catholic priest, Jewish
rabbi, and Protestant Ministers
organized this effort to galvanize
the entire city around the issue of
hunger.

When ORB was introduced to
the Allentown community in 1975,
the local paper published a recipe
for a simple meal and
prayer every Tuesday.
On Wednesdays,
families would
have a simple
meal together
using the recipe
and prayer
from the paper
and place their
savings from
having a simple
meal in a “bowl.”
For Catholics, this
meal together repre-
sented a para-liturgical
experience for the family.
Contributions from these families
were sent to Catholic Relief
Services to help the hungry over-
seas. Today, many families partici-
pate in this same way, by eating a
simple meal during the week and
giving the money saved to ORB.

In 1976, the US Catholic
Bishops adopted ORB as a national
program of preparation for the 41st
International Eucharistic Congress.
ORB 1976 was conducted under
the auspices of Catholic Relief
Services (CRS), and in 1977, the
program became Catholic Relief
Services’ official Lenten program.

ORB leads a Lenten journey of
prayer, fasting, learning, and giv-
ing.  Scripture calls us to pray, fast,
and to give in preparation for
Christ’s death and resurrection. In
addition to providing means for

prayer, fasting and almsgiving,
ORB helps us to learn about the
members of our global family who
suffer from poverty each day.
Through praying, fasting, and giv-
ing we connect with those we don’t
hear about everyday and may never
meet. ORB encourages us to find
Christ in each of our neighbors,
especially those living in need. 

ORB, today, funds projects that
will help communities have greater
access to food security. Food secu-
rity means programs that will help
people gain access to enough food
that will meet their daily nutrition-

al needs.  Programs that help
increase the amount of

food security include
agricultural train-

ing projects that
teach better
farming meth-
ods to produce
more food;
clean water
projects to
bring clean

water into com-
munities and

improve people’s
health; micro-credit

projects that give small
loans to help people start or expand
their own businesses and provide
more for their families; and moth-
er/child health projects that teach
mothers about good nutrition for
themselves and their children. ORB
does not fund emergency relief
projects.

Seventy-five percent of ORB
contributions support CRS devel-
opment projects, while 25% stays
in your local community to help
fund hunger and poverty allevia-
tion projects. 

Over 14,000 parishes, schools
and faith communities participate
in ORB. This number continues to
increase and we are always encour-
aging more people to participate in
this Lenten program. An estimated
10 million people participate in
ORB. 

Operation Rice Bowl Confirmation  2003

by Lucille Guzzone

Sixty-seven parish children received the sacrament of Confirmation
on Sunday, February 2, 2003, at 10 a.m.

Although prepared diligently by their teachers, Diane Koch, Chuck
Medlock and Greg Manns, the children themselves deserve much credit
for the holy and spiritual environment that was very evident during the
blessed event. One could feel the excitement and the anticipation of the
candidates as they lined up in the school ready to process into the church.

During the Mass, a very personable Bishop Victor Galeone walked
among the youngsters putting them at ease as he asked questions which
were pertinent to the theme of his homily. His message was certainly a
clear one. He reminded them of their obligation to respect themselves by
maintaining morality in their lives.

After the Mass and the group picture in the church, the children and
their family and friends went to the Parish Hall for beverages and pastries.
The Bishop was gracious enough to accompany the congregation to the
hall to be part of individual pictures.

This year the ceremony seemed unique and special because the can-
didates wore white robes which added to the stately and sacred atmos-
phere of the morning.

by Lucille Guzzone

Students in grades 5 - 8 presented an interpretation of the Stations of
the Cross on Wednesday evening, April 9, in the Kingdome. The entire
student body, families, and staff attended. The program was very moving
and spiritual as some of the children narrated while others acted out each
station. Teachers, Mr. Medlock, Mrs. O’Connor, and Mrs. Hill spent three
hours one Saturday afternoon rehearsing with the children for the event.
This was the only rehearsal so that the regular Wednesday evening class-
es would not be interrupted. The method of preparation worked since the
program was beautifully presented and the audience showed their appre-
ciation with a standing ovation.

LLeenntteenn     PPrrooggrraamm    pprreesseenntteedd     bbyy

RReell iigg iioouuss     EEdduuccaatt iioonn    CCllaasssseess

by: Eileen Porter

In September 2002, at the
direction of the Parish Financial
Committee a renovation committee
was formed with Dr. Bernie Sans
serving as chairman. This commit-
tee is representative of the parish as
a whole, with members from vari-
ous ministries participating.

At the January 2002 meeting
Sister Barbara Cekosh, SSJ, a pro-
fessional architect and a member of
the Diocesan Liturgical
Commission, spoke to the commit-
tee. Sister Barbara answered so
many of the questions the commit-
tee had that it was decided to invite
the members of our parish to attend
two town meetings, where interest-
ed parishioners could share their
ideas about renovation and Sister
Barbara could answer their ques-
tions.

These meetings were held
March 2nd and March 16th in the
Shirley David Hall and proved to
be popular and informative. A num-
ber of suggestions were made and a
number of questions answered.
Sister Barbara presented examples
of various churches throughout the
United States and showed how they
dealt with renovations. 

Sister Barbara stressed that
while many variations are possible,
the focus must be on the altar
where a sense of “mystery and
prayer” prevail. When you enter
the church all eyes should focus on
the altar where the mystery of the
Eucharist will take place. 

Sister Barbara will gather sug-
gestions and advise Father Thanh
and the Renovation Committee on
the best way to proceed.

Church Renovation Town Meeting

Veronica wipes the face of Jesus



by Augie and Sue D’Orazio

Can you imagine spending your
St. Valentine’s weekend at a camp,
“in the middle of nowhere,” with
60 teenagers?

Doesn’t sound romantic at all,
but believe it or not, we experi-
enced more love, fun, and laughter
than we thought possible serving as
parents on “A Taste of Heaven”
LIFETEEN Retreat. God poured
out His blessing upon us!

We arrived on St.Valentine’s
Day in the late afternoon at Camp
Cherry Lake. The weather was
sunny and warm for February. We
were surprised to see such a beauti-
ful place full of trees, several docks
on a lake, a huge kitchen and mess
hall, a meeting hall with a stage, a
large outdoor pavilion, and lots of
cabins. We had plenty of time to
settle in and get ready for the teens
to arrive.

As parents, our job was to pre-
pare and serve all the meals for the
weekend. We had strict instructions
not to go up to our children, but to
allow them to come to us instead.
The mess hall was our home. The
moms decorated and served, and
the dads cooked and cleaned. The
men were amazing in the kitchen!
Each meal had a theme based on
the teen presentations for the week-
end. We even dressed for the occa-
sion! On Saturday, at breakfast we
looked like devils with horns and
tails, but by dinnertime we made a
complete turn-a-round and wore
halos and wings. It was fun being
creative, letting our hair down.

Before we served each meal,
the parents prayed together. 

When the teens approached the
mess hall, we felt the Holy Spirit’s
presence in their enthusiasm and
chatter. They were always hungry

and very grateful for each meal.
This confirmed to us that our teens
were being fed physically and spir-
itually. It truly was a joy to serve
them!

Throughout the weekend, we
had the opportunity to take little
breaks and go off on our own to get
some fresh air, to pray, read, nap
and write letters to our teens. One
of our favorite memories was sit-
ting around the campfire on
Saturday night enjoying the moon-
lit sky and the night air with other
parents.

The weekend came to a close
with major rain - (the pouring out
of God’s spirit) and a beautiful
Mass at Christ the King on Sunday
evening. The teens shared powerful
witness of how God was working
in their lives.

“A Taste of Heaven” was just
that for us as parents serving on this
retreat. We are very grateful to
Father Thanh, Nancy Powers and
the entire LIFE TEEN team for
their commitment to our teens
through this ministry.
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by Hilary O’Neal

LIFE TEEN retreats always
seem to come at the perfect
moment - right before a mental
breakdown with commitments to
family, friends, school, church, and
various other activities. I, along
with the rest of my friends, often
come to the retreats stressed out
and overwhelmed.  But that feeling
never lasts long. After the weekend
is over, we come out refreshed and
renewed.

This was my fourth LIFE
TEEN retreat. The format didn’t
change too much - four sessions of
teachings, sharings, and group dis-
cussions intermingled with skits
and videos. I was having a great
time catching up with my friends
and singing songs with crazy hand
motions.  But for some reason, on
Saturday night, I forgot that walk-
ing includes putting one foot in
front of the other and I tripped in
the woods. After reassuring my
friends that the pain and loud
crackling noises were no big deal, I
finished hobbling to the bonfire.
When I sat down I took one look at
the swelling and realized that try-
ing to walk it off was not the
smartest idea.  So with the help of
Erin White, I hobbled to the
kitchen to elevate my foot and put
some ice on it.

After the bonfire was over,
Nancy Powers, the bearer of bad
news, decided that I needed to go to
the hospital for x-rays.  Then the

bearer’s assistant, Stephanie Henry,
told me that when my Mom arrives
in Madison, I needed to go home
because I would be in too much
pain to finish out the weekend. I
told Nancy that when she called my
Mom tell her I’m not going home.

Yes, this was a dumb decision,
but it was decided with good rea-
soning. Two weeks before the
retreat, Rebecca Militante contact-
ed me about doing a sharing on giv-
ing. Now, there’s something you
should know about Rebecca…She
doesn’t take “no” for an answer. In
fact, I’m not sure she even knows
what “no” means. Every excuse I
gave her about why I should not be
doing this sharing was turned into
an enthusiastic “Yes, you can!” pep
talk. After a couple of days of this,
I gave up and agreed. So after two
weeks of worrying about giving
this talk, I decided that with all of
the work that went into it, I was not
going home.

Nancy and Stephanie drove me
to Madison County Hospital - all
28 rooms of it. My foot was x-
rayed and luckily it was only a
severe sprain. My ankle was
wrapped and I was given crutches,
which was another new experience
considering I had never used them
in my life. Now I was expected to
figure out how to use them on a
campground.

After the hospital adventure,
we headed to McDonalds to wait
for my Mom. It was then that I
learned that Nancy is “the best
LIFE TEEN director in the world”
and Stephanie was, of course, “the
best nurse in the world.” (Or so
they informed me). My Mom
arrived in Madison at 11:45p.m.

The next morning, I did get to
give my talk and as much as I hate
to admit it, I was thankful that
Rebecca made me give it. I did
leave camp early. It was pouring
and because I had to keep my foot
elevated and iced, in addition to the
pain, I was glad to be able to return
home and sleep in my own bed.
Even though I came home with a
hurt ankle, I don’t regret anything
about the weekend. LIFE TEEN
retreats are truly a wonderful expe-
rience filled with people who really
care about you.

LIFE TEEN Retreat

A Taste 
of Heaven
at 
St. Valentine

by Nancy Powers

LIFE TEEN’s St. Francis Followers, a teen-led service program,
serves through wind and sleet and storming skies. Okay, maybe there was
no sleet but it was sure cold that day. A formidable group of dedicated
teens showed up to cheer on the River Runners and provide them the
hydrating water their bodies so desperately needed. Okay, we were the
second water station so the real athletes hardly had worked up a sweat...
but we were ready and waiting as each runner/walker passed by.
Hundreds of thousands, runners, walkers, wheel chairs and pets raced by
as the volunteers danced, cheered and hollered encouragement! All kid-
ding aside, it was really a fun day! 

The teens who lead the St. Francis Followers are always thinking of
fun and creative projects that also make a difference to our community
and church. All high school teens are invited to join them on any one of
their excursions.

Please call the LIFE TEEN office to sign up...398-1961.

Serving with a Smile
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by Ron Lynch

Ireland has provided a multi-
tude of priests for service around
the world. These priests have had
an impact wherever they've been
that is hard to imagine.
Everywhere people live Irish
Catholic priests have come to
improve lives and advocate the
teachings of Jesus Christ.
Monsignor Mortimer Danaher is
the one we came to know so well.

He was born on December 22,
1929 in the small town of Bally
Hahill, County Limerick, Ireland,
as the sixth of nine children. The
oldest child was the first of five
girls.  His father was a farmer with
a curious tie to the United States.
He had gone to America and joined
the American army during the First
World War and was stationed at
Camp Blanding down in Clay
county. While in America he
became a naturalized American cit-
izen and moved to New York after
the war in 1919. That same year
Mr. Danaher went back to Ireland
for a visit and attended the Listowel
races in County Kerry. It was a big
social event in the fall that many
people anticipated throughout the
year.  He spied his future wife in
the crowd and introduced himself
to her. As Monsignor Danaher put
it, "She was a very attractive
woman so he was very attracted to
her." He found she was born and
raised about a mile from where his
own mother was born and raised so
they had some things in common
already and good communication
between them. They were married
in 1920 and their first child arrived
in 1921, born an American citizen
as were the rest of the children. As
a graduate of St. Michael's College
in Listowel, County Kerry, Ireland
Mr. Danaher was made a local
"peace commissioner" by the Irish
government. They are local offi-
cials who sign government forms
and applications for grants, similar
in function to a notary public but
with more responsibility.  

Mortimer had plenty of chores
on the farm but had time to play all
the normal youth sports and, as
most young boys do, got into "plen-
ty of trouble." His father had two
sisters who were nuns and his
mother had two brothers who were
priests.  As Monsignor said, "They
were always advising you and
praying for you." He would need
this support early in his life.

Mrs. Danaher died on April 9,
1943 when young Mortimer was 13
years old. His father sent all the
older children to boarding school
after his mother's death. The
youngest brother and sister stayed
at the local grade school, which
Mortimer had attended. All the sib-
lings were separated when they
went away for school. Our future
monsignor was one of nine new
boarders accepted every year at
Saint Munchin's diocesan high
school in Limerick City. After

attending high school there was a
week of standardized testing to see
if one would graduate. He then
attended Mungret College in
Limerick, which was run by the
Jesuits. Since he had always felt he
wanted to be a priest, his intention
was to become an African mission-
ary as did so many Catholic priests
and nuns before him, one of
Ireland's greatest export businesses.
The Irish seemed to have a great
affection for that vocation as repre-
sented by the jars for donations to
the African missions that were in
every pub.

While at Mungret College with
the Jesuits he was recruited by the
legendary Archbishop Hurley from
the Florida diocese. Archbishop
Hurley told him that there was
plenty of work to do in Florida and
the Jesuits felt that his American
citizenship would make the transi-
tion to the States easier. He was
convinced, applied to the Florida
diocese and was accepted. His
graduation from Mungret College
was in 1949 and he arrived at St.
Mary's Seminary in Baltimore in
August of the same year. The Walsh
family of Washington, D.C. was the
young seminarian's home away
from home. During the Second
World War they had sent flour and
food staples to the Danahers in
Ireland to alleviate the shortage of
these items caused by wartime
rationing. As Mrs. Danaher's first
cousin, Mrs. Walsh and her family
were always happy to have the
hard-working seminarian stay with
them when he wasn't required to be

at the seminary. She encouraged
him to bring with him as many fel-
low students as he could when he
came to stay. Mrs. Walsh fed them
well and, since Mr. Walsh was a
successful real estate investor in
Washington, could afford to give
all the young men (as many as
twelve at a time) money for the
movies or other off-campus recre-
ation when they would visit.
Jumping to the present, Monsignor
Danaher went to stay with the
extended Walsh family for the
weekend beginning Friday, April
4th and said Mass for the 107
descendents on Sunday, April 6th.

Father Danaher
was ordained in
March of 1953 and
immediately went to
Fort Lauderdale and
St. Anthony's Parish
as the 77th priest in
Florida at that time.
St. Anthony's was the
only parish in
Broward County in
1953 and the three
priests celebrated 17
Masses every
Sunday. There are
close to fifty parishes
in Broward County
now. The young
priest was assigned to
the parish and to the
Central Catholic
High School, which
had opened in 1952.
Archbishop Hurley
was "big" on educa-
tion and the idea that "young priests
should get involved with young
people" in the academic environ-
ment. Imagine, two months after
his ordination Father Danaher was
in charge of a Catholic high school.
He was there for a year and then
went to the Catholic University in
Washington in the fall of 1954 to
acquire a Master's degree in educa-
tion. In May of 1956 he got a call
from Archbishop Hurley who asked
him, "are you finished?" Father
Danaher's reply was, "Yes, I am.
The graduation ceremonies are in
June." The archbishop told him,
"Skip that, they can mail it.  I need
you down here to go to Lake City."

So, back to Florida he came.  He
immediately went to Epiphany
Catholic Church in Lake City
where Father Pat Malone had not
had a vacation in six or seven years.
He was then able to take about
three months off while Father
Danaher relieved him.  After leav-
ing Lake City the excitement really
began.

He came to Bishop Kenny High
School as president on August 15,
1956 and was there eleven years.
There were ten priests and fifteen
nuns at the school because in those
days the staff was supposed to be
religious. More responsibility for

Father Danaher was just around the
corner.

In 1958 the Diocese of Miami,
which encompassed the state, was
divided into the Diocese of Miami
and the Diocese of St. Augustine.
Until that time, Monsignor Bill
McKeever was the superintendent
of all diocese Catholic schools.
After the division occurred
Archbishop Hurley made Father
Danaher the St. Augustine Diocese
Superintendent of Catholic
Schools. Along with running
Bishop Kenny High School he was
now responsible for Catholic edu-
cation in the northern part of
Florida. This area encompassed
Sarasota to Melbourne and
Fernandina Beach to Tallahassee.

While at Bishop Kenny early in
1959 he again received a call from
Archbishop Hurley who asked,
"What are you doing?" "Reading a
book," was his reply. Archbishop
Hurley wanted Father Danaher to
meet him in the Kenny parking lot
a few minutes later. When they met
the Archbishop told him that he
wanted Father Danaher to, "have a
place to hang your hat" and to start
his own parish. So, on March 8,
1959 Father Danaher started San
Jose Catholic Church in the Bolles
gym. The temporary church (now
parish hall) was opened Christmas
of 1960. (About that same year
Bishop Kenny High School dou-
bled in size with the construction of
the girls' school, the gym, the lock-
er room, the convent and the
remodeling of the cafeteria.) He
"prevailed" on a Reverend Mother
in Ireland to send him some nuns.
When Sister Enda and Sister
Therese arrived in 1961they could-
n't believe that this young priest
was the pastor of a parish. Older
pastors were the norm in Ireland.  A
school and convent was built and in
1963 a rectory was constructed the
same year he was made a
Monsignor.  One night while asleep
in the rectory with his widely
known f ive pug dogs arrayed

“Get off the Bleachers”
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