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by Mary Alice Callahan 

“We need to pass it on” were the opening words of our
pastor, Father Thanh, as 71 catechists came together at the 8:30
a.m. Mass on the 21st of September. Their purpose was to
renew and recognize their commitment to spread the Good
News.

Deacon Dave MacNamara, who preached the homily, began
by asking, “What does the word ‘catechist’ mean?” Catechist is
a Greek word and it means “to teach.” A catechist, therefore, is
one who explains our religion and teaches about God and Jesus
for the purpose of understanding. And that’s exactly what these
specially trained members of our parish are going to be doing
the next nine or ten months. They will bring the Good News of
Jesus to people of all ages. There are five distinct ministries
that make up the Catechists of Christ the King. They are:
School, Religious Education, Small Faith Sharing Group,
RCIA, and Adult Education.

We are so fortunate in our parish to have so many dedicated
men and women willing to give of their time and talent to such
a diverse group of people. It takes many hours of study and
prayer each week on the part of these catechists to prepare for
their classes. This they gladly do as they have been called to
spread the message of Jesus. The Holy Spirit has a way of
sending just the right people who are needed at a particular
time in a particular ministry.

The Religion teachers in Christ the King School work with
our young people each and every day to instill Christian values
in their charges. The religious education teachers are here
faithfully every Wednesday evening to teach the basics of our
faith to the public school children getting them ready for
Penance, First Communion, and Confirmation. Then there is
the RCIA staff whose mission is to prepare those who have
expressed a desire to join our faith. This is a big step and
requires prayer and work on the part of all. They carry out their
mission well.  Adult Education is relatively new to our parish
and the catechists who do this ministry work very hard to make
it interesting and something of value. Last  but not least, there
are the Small Faith Sharing Groups, which allow adults to
study various aspects of their faith while forming strong bonds
of friendship. 

It is the tradition at Christ the King to assemble the
catechists together on Catechetical Sunday  to renew and
recognize their commitment to tell the gospel story. All 71
Catechists  were called to the altar where they were given
certificates of recognition for the work that they do and to
receive the blessing of our pastor, Father Thanh. He reminded
the congregation that we are all to be disciples in spreading the
faith. “It is our duty to pass it on,” Father remarked.

Anyone interested in becoming a catechist should not
hesitate to contact our pastor. The best way to show your faith
is to give it away to others. Are you ready?

Deacon Dave MacNamara explains the word ‘catechist’ Alick Hardie, Janet Morton, Father Thanh, Lucille Guzzone, 
Betty Wheeler & James Scott represent the Catechists of Christ the King

71 catechists were commissioned The Holy Spirit has a way of sending just the right people



Thanksgiving is just around
the corner. It is a special time set
aside to thank God for the gifts
in our lives . . . the gift of good
health, the gift of wisdom, the
gift of friendship and love but
the most important gift that God
has given us is the gift of life. It
is our Catholic belief that God
created us in His own image.

Your life and mine have a
purpose. There is a contribution
waiting to be made by us.
Everyone has a job. To leave our
job undone is the essence of
failure. A failure to do what
Jesus asked of us . . . “love one
another as I have loved you.”

Most of you have heard the
story of the man who was
beaten and robbed and then left
for dead on the side of the road.
It’s the Good Samaritan story
(Luke 10:25-37). Who was the
real villain? Some of you may
say it was “the robber”. The real
villains were the priest and the

Levite who saw the man’s
need and did nothing to help.

Do you remember that
day when Jesus sat in the
temple watching people place
their gifts in the collection
box? Many who were rich
walked past and donated large
sums of money. Then a poor
widow came by and dropped
two copper coins (very small
amount) into the box. She did
it quietly but her contribution
did not go unnoticed by Jesus.
He went to her, called His
disciples over and said “this
woman contributed more than
all of the others. They gave
from their surplus wealth, but
she gave from her want, all that
she had to live on.” (Mark
12:43-44)

Jesus taught us to make life
useful. The things we do may
never be large and spectacular.
It doesn’t matter to Him. He will
accept the smallest gift and use
it in the grandest way. 

May we celebrate this
Thanksgiving with gratitude to
God for the “gift of life” by
following Jesus’s teaching to
make our lives useful to our
fellow man, woman and
community. How are we using
our time, talent and treasure?
Would God look down on us
and say “A job well done?”
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Talking with  Father Thanh

Editor’s Note
In the United States November

is a month of thanksgiving. This
month is exciting at Christ the King
as there is so much happening . . .
there is a lot to be thankful for. One
side affect I get when being
grateful is the feeling of joy I gain
by truly being appreciative of all
that God has given me. I hope this
issue reflects these sentiments. 

In the Courier we are
celebrating the past by
remembering those who helped to
make this church a beautiful place
in which to come to worship. We
are acknowledging 50 years of
service to God by a community of
believers. Look for articles that are
labeled Gems to get to know the
people who have been a part of our
church’s history. We would love to
hear about your journey too, please
consider writing an article for the
next issue.

The many ministries at Christ
the King didn’t appear by magic.
They were made successful by the
hard work of people who gave of
their time. People who brought
their families to the church not only
to worship God but also to work for
the good of the church, to care for
other people, to play and find joy
together, and to learn about our
Catholic way of life. The Courier,
during the last few issues, has been
recapping the history of the
ministries here at Christ the King.
Read how the church ministries
developed into what they are today.
They are called Recounting His
Deeds. 

This month is Stewardship
month. The Stewardship program
recently celebrated its 10th year of
total stewardship. Today is Time
and Talent Sign-up Sunday. We
also have news from the
Stewardship Committee who went

to Chicago this year for the
Stewardship Conference. Our
centerfold has pictures of those
who went to the conference this
year and we have also included
pictures of past Time and Talent
Fairs and pictures of some of our
parishioners who attended past
events at Christ the King.

Please note the events of today.
They will become the history of
tomorrow. We would love to see
your articles and ideas for future
articles. Take along a camera and
take pictures of your friends and
families that are there with you.
Submit them to the Courier. We
need you to help us continue to
spread the joy. Also, this is not the
end of our Gems or Recounting His
Deeds. We have two more issues
coming out before our anniversary
celebrations. So please get your
article in to us. We don’t want to
leave anyone or any ministry out.
You are our eyes and ears. If you
would like to be interviewed or
know of someone you would like
others to know, please call me at
the rectory. We depend on you to
get the news to us so we can share
it with others.

The “Courier” is a ministry
that dedicates itself to spreading
the good news. Between the pages
of this issue you will read what’s
happening at Christ the King as
well as getting a glimpse of what is
yet to come. You will also read
about the parish’s beginning and
the people who made it happen.
Whether it makes you think, laugh
or cry . . . we hope it will fill you
with gratitude to God. We thank
Him especially for sending to us a
Baby wrapped in swaddling clothes
. . . His purpose . . . to save us and
to bring us home.
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What’s Happening

We woud like to welcome the following individuals and families to
Christ the King Community

Baptisms:

We Would like to announce the following people who
were recently baptized into the Catholic Church

We would like to acknowledge the following parishioners who were
recently united into the  Sacrament of Marriage.

Deaths:

The following people are recently deceased memebers of our parish
for whom we offer our special prayers.

Marriages:

Kevin Wayne Ballard
Harriett Hayes Hood
Thelma C. (Sissy) Keegan

Joseph F. Miller
Margaret Vincenza DiMauro

Daniel J. Watson and Nicole Myers on August 9, 2003
Son Bui and Huong Nguyen on September 12, 2003

Julia Marie Tucker
Sway Josephine Tucker
Justin Binh An Nguyen
Andre Nguyen
Jacob Thien Long Morgan
Chaily Ta Tran
Jennifer Ta Tran
Thai-Hoa-Ta Tran
Tanya Thao Minh Tran
Maria Kelly Ha Nguyen
Nhi Tu Nguyen
Thi Quynh Tram Anna Le

Thi Quynh Tien Agata Le
Duong Kenneth Duc Joseph
Megan Reilly Yates
Mailene Grospe Miranda
Mathew Benjamin Goldstein
Antonio Noel Luis McCall
Michael Anthony Rogero
Christopher Stephen Rogero
Tyler Alex Bui
Riana Kaylin Santo Yolangco

Rosemarie Alvarez
Mr. & Mrs. David Busse
The Mark Morales Family
Delores Neubert
The John Scott Family
Meredith Reno
The Michael Rice Family
Mary Baez
The Arturo Garcia Family
The Jerry Jelavor Family
Koajo Nicolas Kuecah
Annette Williams
The Andre Miranda Family
The Benjamin Goldstein Family
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Rogero
The Rodelin Nazareno Family

The Dennis Metz Family
The Salam Francis Family
Victor Regalado
The Michael Ramos Jr. Family
The LeAnne Hightower Family
Margareita Ranada
Mr. & Mrs. Sterling Coveman
The Raymond Boutte Family
Tina Price
Lide E. Price Family
Arlene McCall Family
Jerry Jolaver Family
Stephanie Law
Angel Ekenberg

Dear Editor,

Thank you to Mickey Kenny for having the courage and sensitivity to
speak out and advocate for all the handicapped and wheelchair-bound
folks who depend on access to Christ the King where there is a ramp
instead of a curb.  It is a small thing, taken for granted.  If you do not need
to depend on there not being a curb, you simply step over it.  However,
when one CANNOT physically step across the 3” curb, it IS an obstacle.
I am able-bodied, but often accompany someone with a walker or a
wheelchair, and sometimes have had to go back through the church and
all the way around on sidewalk near the busy street to go back to where
we came from – and we practically live next door!

A big thank you, too, to all those very polite and patient folks who
wave us through and wait while our residents walk slowly (as fast as they
CAN) across the driveway towards sidewalk or driveway of Harbor
House.  And, finally, thanks to your dear Mr. Do who always acts as a
crossing guard on our behalf, halting incoming cars so we can all pass
safely!  Your consideration and patience is so very appreciated – as much
as whomever had the inspiration and foresight to create the few careless
access spaces and yellow lines to clearly mark them as “No parking”
spaces for those that TRULY need and benefit from them.

God bless us all as we maneuver our wheelchairs, walkers, and cars
to join together in worship at Christ the King!

Thanks for inviting comments – it is a good way to increase more
awareness!

Sincerely,
Jeannie Fries
Harbor House Assistant

LLeett tteerrss
TToo     TThhee     EEddii ttoorr

In 1992 Christ the King began its Total Stewardship Program. The
aim of this program was and continues to be to have every family in the
parish in one or more ministries, and to enable us to have a tuition-free
school. This had been a dream of our former pastor, Monsignor Danaher
for many years and he decided the time had come to turn the dream into
reality. Our pastor, Father Thanh enthusiastically supports the  program.

The month of November is the time of renewal of our commitment to
stewardship. We are reminded of our need to share our time, talent and
treasure with our brothers and sisters in Christ.

Last week we had our annual Time & Talent Fair, with many of our
ministries setting up booths to best demonstrate their work. The booths
were a true example of time and talent. Many people worked on them and
they were so attractive it was difficult choosing three winners because
they were all truly winners. This year we also had a treat as LIFE TEEN
cooked us a delicious “pancake” breakfast. 

Today we will have our time-talent sign up. Cards will be distributed
at all the Masses and you will be asked to renew your commitment to
those ministries that best suit your time and talent. We have more than 60
ministries from which to choose.

Next weekend, November 16th, the focus will be on treasure. Director
of  Education, Lucille Guzzone will speak at all the Masses. Lucille wears
many hats here at Christ the King and is a role model for all of us. In addi-
tion to her work with the children in our Religious Education (evening)
program, she also leads the Lectors and is on the committee of the Adult
Education group.

On the week-end of November 23rd we will have our Treasure sign up.
Parishioners will be asked to renew their financial pledge.

In honor of the Feast of Christ the King Sunday a breakfast will be
served after all the Masses. Our wonderful chefs from the Arlington
Council Knights of Columbus will again prepare and serve breakfast. The
Knights are another wonderful example of stewardship in action.

If we all work together we can make Christ the King’s Golden Jubilee
Year the best one of all !!

NNoovveemmbbeerr
SStteewwaarrddsshhiipp
RReenneewwaall

by Eileen Porter
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by John Porter

We, God’s children, are
normally able to attend Mass and
receive the Sacraments regularly.
This attention to God and God’s
attention to us is vital in our
journey to His kingdom.

The sick and shut-ins cannot
assemble with us to attend Mass,
hear the word of God, and in
general, worship with us. They,
however, need this attention to God
and God’s attention to them as
much or more than we do.

Our holy priests are normally
first responders to visiting the sick.
They bring the Eucharist,
Confession, and the Sacrament of
the Sick. And this blessed
experience is truly awesome. It is
their vital connection to the
Church. In many cases, it is the
vital step toward God’s eternal
kingdom.

The Visitation of the Sick
Ministry augments the priest’s
visits. We visit in the homes,
hospitals, nursing homes, and, like
the priests, wherever the sick and
the shut-ins are. We Eucharistic
Ministers try to spend that vital
time mainly listening. In nursing
homes our ministers have
conducted group and individual
communions, Stations of the Cross
with Bishop Kenny students
joining in.  God’s sick are always
happy to see us. Their joy is
transferred to us, making this
ministry a joyful one.

For this incomplete and sketchy
history, I’ll begin in 1974. In 1974,

Isabel Fusco, now the leader of
Widows/Widower’s Ministry,
began work in the Charismatic
Movement. This interfaith group
was one of the new ministries,
along with the Christian Family
Movement that was the laity’s
beginnings in carrying out the work
of Vatican II. One of their works
was at the First Coast
Rehabilitation, 7773 Jasper
Avenue. They visited the residents,
read to them from the Bible, and
sang religious songs, accompanied
by the piano. This blessed activity,

according to Isabel, continued for
two to three years. Ann Seravo
participated. Laurie Plotz and
Father Roe visit there now. Father
Carey said Mass there on a regular
basis for many years. 

In 1975, the first Extraordinary
Eucharistic Ministers (the priests
are the Ordinary Ministers) were
installed in Christ the King.
Monsignor Lenihan was our pastor
then. Peggy Mills was in this
group. Peggy remembers that, after
Father Masterson started saying
Mass at the First Coast
Rehabilitation, Ann Seravo visited
there also. Jo Thomas accompanied
Father Carey when he said monthly
Mass there for many years.

Jo Thomas and Jean Sell and
others are our visitation angels.
They have been so for many years.
Jo advises she visited the sick with
Father Vallee, Father Kennedy,
Father Carey, and Father Newnan.
These angels also visit and bring
cheer to the sick in between the

CChhrr ii ss tt     tthhee     KKiinngg     VVii ss ii ttaatt iioonn    ooff     tthhee     SS ii cckk     MMiinnii ss ttrryy
Sharing God’s Love with the Sick and Shut-ins

Lto R: Tina Porter, Bill Iglesias, Laurie Plotz, Darlene O’Neal, 
John Porter, Pat Setser, Father Carr.

Lto R: Helen Meade, Bill Iglesias, Father Tom McCarthy, John Porter, Jean Sell,
Deacon Richard Perko, Dick Hulcher and  (in foreground) Peggy Mills

visits of our priests. “And the best
goes on.”

Tina Porter augmented visits of
Father Bob Baker, Father Bob
McDermott, and Pastor Thanh. I’m
intentionally not mentioning the
sick people. That is our secret. And
all of our ministers donate their
time and talent unheralded.

Our ministry is growing. Our
Visitation Angels (both women and
men) now have a monthly meeting
at the House of Prayer. Pastor
Thanh and our other holy priests
attend. We coordinate, intercom-
municate, socialize a lot, and take
pictures. We are a joyful group.

One of our activities is a group
Rosary at the Atrium Nursing
Home. Every Wednesday at 3:30
p.m., we are conducting a special
group rosary. We need young
people and their parents to assist
us. One community work hour will
be given for Christ the King eighth
graders and Bishop Kenny and
Bishop Snyder students. The Group
Rosary is modeled after the 18th

century St. Louis Marie de
Montfort’s Rosary - St. Montfort
Rosary is very prayerful. You
might say exciting. Contact John
Porter at 721-0489 or Laurie Plotz
at Lplotz@aol.com for how to
attend and get community work
hours, and have a wonderful time
there.

There are two very special
angels in our parish. In 1987,
Father Tom McCarthy first came to
our parish. Jean Sell was asked to
pick him up at the airport. This
special friendship continues today.
Jean accompanies Pastor Thanh on
his extensive visits to the sick and
shut-ins. She regularly visits them
between their pastoral visits. At
least one of them refers to her as
“my angel”. Father Tom comes to
our parish every summer. He
relieves our regular priests for their
vacations. One of his tasks is to
visit the sick. Page Peeler brings
him to these shut-ins. When Father
Tom goes back to his retirement in
Dublin, guess what he does? He
visits and comforts God’s sick.

From the sick person’s view
they see us coming bringing this
Eucharistic Supper, this Holy
Communion. In this sacred
moment, time stops and their joy is
boundless. They thank you for the
mercy of this moment. The present
members of this ministry are Sister
Therese Horan (now in Ireland),
Lilian Abelardo, Walter Henderson,
Dick Hulcher, Le Ross Hulcher,
Bill Iglesias, Norma Landers, Mike
Maroney, Helen Mead, Peggy
Mills, Joy Mills, Danny Mills,
Lloyd O’Brien, Darlene O’Neal,
Cheryl Callavini, Page Peeler,
Laurie Plotz, John Porter, Josh
Porter, Tina Porter, Jean Sell, Pat
Setser, Jo Thomas, and Deacon
Richard Perko (during the
summer). The several photos are
from our House of Prayer
meetings.

Of special note are the priests
we call on regularly to visit the
sick. They let us know of any new
sick or shut-ins. They act as our
mentors and our guest speakers at
our House of Prayer meetings.
These blessed priests, have been
and are “the greatest.” They are
Father Thanh, Monsignor Danaher
(retired), Father Carey (retired in
Ireland), Father Carr, Father Roe,
Father Tom McCarthy (retired in
Ireland), and Father Newnan (in
Gainesville.)  May God bless them
now and forever.

Our mission is to bring the
Eucharist to God’s children who
are unable to come to Mass
regularly. And to augment and
assist our holy priests in our
journey to God’s eternal kingdom.
Remember this: “I am the bread of
life come down from heaven. If
anyone eats of this bread he will
live forever, and the bread that I
give is my flesh.” John 6:51

..     ..     ..     RReeccoouunntt
HHii ss

DDeeeeddss
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Part 2: Our Church at Prayer:  A b o v e  a n d  B e y o n d
This is the conclution of Robert
Vengenz’s article, Our Church at
Prayer. The first part of this article
can be found in the August, 2003
issue of the Courier

by Robert Vengenz

Although Sunday Mass is the
apex of our prayer life at Christ the
King Parish, it is by no means the
whole thing. Weekday Masses are
attended by 90-120 people each
day, spread over three times: 6:30
a.m., 8:15 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Saturday daily Mass is at 8:15 a.m.
All are in the more intimate sur-
roundings of the Sacred Heart
Chapel. Daily Mass typically lasts
from 25 to 30 minutes.  Whether
there is singing depends on the
choice of the priest or lay leader for
that day. There is usually only a
short reflection by the priest on the
scriptures. Worshipers are usually
encouraged to speak their prayer
intentions after the homily. This is a
very diverse group of people: white
and black, Vietnamese, Hispanic
and Filipino. Language is not a bar-
rier. Some prayer intentions are
spoken in Vietnamese, but joined in
by all. There are fewer distractions

here than at Sunday Mass.
Everyone has come with a clear
purpose.  Here gestures of prayer,
such as hands folded or with the
palms up, or the symbolic beating
of breasts, punctuate the worship
and indicate its intensity. Said wor-
shiper Nguyen Vang, “I want to
pray, to be close to God.  I feel clos-
er to God here. I come to adore
God.” Says Helen Mead, “I go to
Mass because I love Jesus and I
want to be close to him. Yes, I want
my eternal reward, my mansion in
heaven, but more, I want to be clos-
er and closer to Him in my faith.”
Each Wednesday evening at 7 p.m.
there is also a Mass with a focus of
love for and devotion to Mary, the
Mother of Jesus.

Other opportunities to pray
abound at Christ the King. Contact
phone numbers for all of them are
listed in the church bulletin each
Sunday. Key to several of them is
adoration of the Lord in His
Eucharistic presence. About 150
parishioners have organized them-
selves into regular weekly teams of
from two to five people meeting the
same hour each week.  Between all
the teams, there is constant daily

silent adoration in the Sacred Heart
Chapel Monday through Friday
starting after the 8:15 a.m. Mass
and ending with benediction before
the 5:30 p.m. Mass. Because of the
faithful leadership of these volun-
teers, daily adoration at the church

is available to all of us, whenever
during the day we have the time
and inclination.  Why make a holy
hour? “For a long time I thought I
could not do it, or commit to it.  But
it just goes by so fast. Now I look
forward to it. I really enjoy it. Some
people come in for just ten minutes,
and others stay longer,” says
Mildred Brokaw.  I spoke with
Lauren Grochmal, an entering
sophomore at Bishop Kenny High
school, after her monthly spiritual
hour. She said, “I make a holy hour
to pray and understand my faith.  It
gives me more time to be in the
church, to relax and think about
things.”

Nocturnal Adoration is an all-
night vigil of adoration on the first
Friday night of each month in the
Sacred Heart Chapel.  This prayer
is modeled after the Divine Office
(or Liturgy of the Hours), the offi-
cial prayer of the church. It consists
of a different selection of psalms,
canticles and responsories, inter-
spersed with readings from the
scriptures, the writings of the
saints, and periods of silent reflec-
tion. About 85 people are organized
into eight different bands, each
assigned an hour during the night,
and another 15-20 people come to
worship at their most convenient
times. Each hour is different, and
each band meets one hour later
each month, rotating throughout
the night over the course of eight
months.

On the second Thursday
evening of each month is XLT. This
is an hour of adoration intended to
eXaLT Jesus as our Lord, and
includes upbeat songs, praise and
silent worship. Music is led by the
Music for Life group from LIFE
TEEN Mass. In the July meeting,
about 50 people gathered for a
dynamic hour of praise and adora-
tion.

There are at least two channels
set up for people to have their needs
prayed for. These are the Prayer
Network, and the intention books
set up at all the entrances to the
church.  Both of these are included
in the Prayer of the Faithful at all
Sunday Masses. The Prayer
Network can be contacted by phone
through Peggy Mills at 646-9417.
Prayer requests for parishioners to
pray for are listed on sheets placed
at the church entrances, and also
distributed by email once or twice a
week to about 50 prayer volunteers.

Contact Peggy to be placed on that
distribution list.

The ministries above are those
whose primary purpose is to pray.
Of course, most of the various min-
istries listed in the church bulletin
include prayer as an element.  The
Faith Sharing Small Groups gather
weekly in homes to pray the scrip-
tures and enjoy fellowship. I visited
the Emmaus Group for young
adults, a diocesan ministry that
meets at Christ the King on
Thursday evenings at 7:30. In addi-
tion to opening and closing prayers,
about once a month their primary
focus of the evening is prayer and
worship. Several of them gather 15
minutes early to pray the rosary
before each weekly meeting.  The

Diocesan Marriage Renewal min-
istry has an Arlington Circle in
which many Christ the King mem-
bers participate. They meet in
homes on the second Saturday of
each month for fun, fellowship and
learning that nurtures them in their
marriages, and prayer is a natural
part of that. The contact couple is
Tom and Laura Holton at 721-
2142. Similarly, many parishioners
are active in Cursillo, a Christian
leadership movement, and meet
weekly in small groups of men or
women for prayer and sharing.

There are regular prayer vigils
sponsored by the Respect Life
Committee at the Women’s Help
Center, a Emergency Pregnancy
Service in Jacksonville, and also
occasional informal prayer gather-
ings that involve mostly Christ the
King parishioners, such as the Ribs
and Rosary meeting that took place
in a private home on July 13. Often,
such prayer opportunities are where
you look for them, or where you
create them.  Christ the King is full
of people who want to pray, and
they create the time and place for it.

All of these public or semi-pub-
lic prayer gatherings spring from
the active personal prayer lives of
our members. I asked 18 represen-
tative worshipers at our church
about their personal prayer lives. I
found out that any time is a good

time to pray: first thing in the morn-
ing, meal times, bedtime, often in
the car. “I like to pray in the morn-
ing when I first wake up, when only
God is with me. It is like time in
private with God, before the busy-
ness of the middle of the day,” said
Nguyen Vang.  Several cited the
scripture that we should “pray
without ceasing,” remember God
throughout the day, live constantly
in His presence. They use a wide
variety of prayer forms when they
spend time alone with God.  The
rosary and reading and meditating
on scripture were the most common
prayer forms used: others, especial-
ly reading the daily Mass selections
in advance or using monthly publi-
cations such as Magnificat or The
Living Word were also used. A
morning offering of oneself to God,
meditation or centering prayer, the
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, the Hail
Mary, making spiritual retreats
periodically (especially important
in the lives of the younger set), per-
sonal quiet time of reflection, an
examination of conscience, listen-
ing to praise and worship music or
other spiritual songs, and prayer to
the Sacred Heart of Jesus were all
mentioned by more than one per-
son. Also noted were meditation on
a picture of Jesus, the Memorare,
spiritual reading such as the lives of
the saints and devotional books, the
Novena to Our Lady of the
Miraculous Medal, the Thomas
Merton prayer, the St. Francis com-
mentary on the Our Father, and St.
Brigid’s year of prayer.

continued on page 7

“I want to pray“I want to pray, to be, to be
close to God.  I feel closclose to God.  I feel clos--
er to God here. I come toer to God here. I come to

adore God.”adore God.”

“I like to pray in the“I like to pray in the
morning when I firstmorning when I first

wake up, when only Godwake up, when only God
is with me. It is like timeis with me. It is like time

in private with God,in private with God,
before the busyness ofbefore the busyness of
the middle of the daythe middle of the day.” .” 

Please consider
spending time

with Jesus

Adoration and
Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament

Nocturnal Adoration
is the first Friday 

of the month
Daily Adoration is 

Monday through Friday 
after the 8:15a.m. Mass

until 5:30 p.m.
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continued from previous page 

Christ the King School features
prominently in the formation of our
children in prayer. I interviewed the
school chaplain to learn how we
teach our children to pray. All the
elementary school teachers are
trained catechists, and all grades
are taught our faith. Each morning
the school children pray together,
including the Morning Offering,
Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory
Be, led over the public address sys-

tem by one of the students.  The
highlight of the school prayer life is
the weekly children’s Mass every
Friday during the school year at
8:15 a.m. The Children’s Choir
leads song, and all the readings, the
offertory procession and lay
prayers are led by students. Each
class receives a biweekly visit from
the school chaplain, and this is very
formative for adults in the parish
too, as it is the origin of the slogan
“Thank you God, for making me,
me!” that is posted in the parking

lot. Each class makes a scheduled
visit to the Blessed Sacrament each
week. Opportunities for reconcilia-
tion are scheduled about four times
a year for those of appropriate age.
There are also special seasonal
prayer opportunities, such as the
May crowning of Mary, and the
blessing of the pets on the feast day
of St. Francis of Assisi.

Where are our leaders in all of
this? I interviewed our two perma-

nent associate pastors about their
prayer lives. (Father Thanh Thai
Nguyen, our pastor, was on vaca-
tion during the preparation of this
article, and so unavailable to inter-
view.)  Both Father Neil Carr and
Father Roe Fisher center their
prayer around daily Eucharist and
the Divine Office. Both spend time
meditating on scripture each day.
Father Carr favors the Spiritual
Exercises of St. Ignatius, and twice
daily examens (examination of
conscience), both important to the

Jesuit order of which he is a mem-
ber. He also likes to read the books
of St. Augustine and some of the
Jesuit saints, and spend quiet time
in the chapel. Father Roe finds that
soft spiritually uplifting music
helps him to clear his mind of the
cares of the day, so that his mind is
unencumbered for meditation on
the scriptures. He finds great per-
sonal uplift in administering the
sacraments, especially reconcilia-
tion and baptism. Says Father Roe,
“I guess in the priesthood, as I see
it, you pray your life, and you live
your prayer.” Both encourage us to
pray for our priests, not just those
in our parish, but all priests, and
seminarians. 

Another important point came
out in the interviews: there is strict-
ly no such thing as the prayer life of
our parish. There is no clear bound-
ary between our prayer as a parish,
and that of the universal church.
Many of those I sought to interview
turned out to be from surrounding
parishes, especially those attending
daily Mass. Similarly, I am aware
that many of our parishioners
attend daily Mass in other parishes
that are close to where they work.
Several that I interviewed partici-
pate in the perpetual adoration tak-
ing place at Assumption Church,
and there is a “Holy Spirit Parish”
band in the Nocturnal Adoration
Society. Several of the ministries
mentioned earlier are actually
diocesan programs with a signifi-

cant center or focus at Christ the
King. Examples are Diocesan
Marriage Renewal and the Emmaus
young adults group. Says Tom
Masters, a Holy Spirit parishioner
who attends daily Mass at Christ
the King, “That is the beauty of the
universal church— we are not lim-
ited to one place or one pastor. We
have access to all of them.”

Several parishioners had words
of encouragement for all of us to
pray, and suggestions for getting
started. Says Sam Clements, “If I
don’t start the day with prayer, I
miss out– it is a blessing to me and
those I pray for. If I miss it because
I feel too busy, I lose that time any-
way, because things just seem to
take longer to do.” Says Andrew
Klusman, “Turn off your radio on
the way to work and pray.
Sometimes this is a big sacrifice for
me - I really love music. But it’s
worth it.” His wife Julia said,
“Realize that you need to nourish
your soul like you nourish your
body in so many ways.” “It pays to
pray – people who pray often get
what they want. Jesus said ‘Ask
and you shall receive,’” says
Cornelius Ejimofor. “A lot of times
when I think no one else will under-
stand, or when I get stressed out,
praying helps. When I get really
stressed, and panicking, I start
praying the Hail Mary, and it calms
me down,” added Corey Layton.
The nice thing about praying is it
does not have to be hard. Ryan
Delacrosse pointed out, “If a prayer
life is what you’re trying to devel-
op, and you are sincere in your
heart, [God will] do most of the
work– you just have to show up.
Keep it simple. You may not save
the world with your prayer, but
you’ll help make it a better place.” 

Our Church at Prayer “Thank you God,“Thank you God,
for making me, me!”for making me, me!”

by Bernie Sans

As of the Solemn Feast of
Christ the King this year, our parish
will begin to use a “real” hymnal,
Journeysongs, published by the
same company that publishes
Today’s Missal and the Music Issue.
This new hymnal is hardcovered
and contains all the music we have
been singing in church plus a lot
more. It also contains the 3 cycles
of Sunday, Holy Day and
Solemnity readings. Because of
this availability, we will not need to
have a Today’s Missal in the hym-
nal racks in the main church.

We have gone in this direction
for several reasons.

1.Cost: Our current
subscription for the Today’s
Missal and Music Issue cost
the parish nearly $9,300.00
this past year.  The cost will
continue to rise.  The pur-
chase of a hymnal with a
life-expectancy of 10 to 15
years, although a large ini-
tial expense, will save the
parish well over $90,000.00
in the above time period.

2.Use: When the yearly
subscription to the Today’s

Missal and Music Issue runs
out, it needs to be renewed
and we “toss out” our
Sacred Scripture and our
Theology which is con-
tained in the songs and
hymns we sing.  Doesn’t
say much about how we
value God’s Word and our
response to that Word, does
it?  A permanent solid book
says that we value and are
proud of what we believe in
and what we sing.

3.Stewardship: Is con-
tinuing in this same fashion
a good use of parish
resources and the earth’s

resources?
Saving the
p a r i s h
funds and
God’s gifts
of natural
resources
(tree-hug-
ger or not)
is wiser
s t e w a r d -
ship.

4 . T h e
look of the
c h u r c h :
Have you

ever walked into the church
on Monday mornings?
Enough said.

When we begin to use the hym-
nals, they will first be blessed for
our use. That blessing will make
them sacred objects for our use in
worship. Therefore, as parish-
ioners, we will need to respect them
and take care of them as we use
them. Great care must be taken to
make sure that they are put back in
the hymnal racks at the end of Mass
and that they never become color-
ing books or entertainment objects
for our very young children.

After explaining  all of the
above reasons  to the finance com-

mittee, the parish staff and the
parish council, and with their bless-
ings,  the hymnals were ordered.
The day after placing the order, a
wonderful surprise happened! One
of our parish families came for-
ward and paid for all the hym-
nals! If nothing else in this long
process, we have learned that we
are a blessed community of faith
and now have another opportunity
to offer our gratefulness to that
family and to our loving God.

Now let’s sing it with new hym-
nals: “Praise God From Whom all
Blessings Flow!”

New Hymnals

A Saint
by Gordon Gilsdorf

We look
for mystic gold

and silvered ecstasy
and find a tempered, 

twisted piece
of steel.
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by Katie Knowsit

Well, here it is November
already and your Parish Council is
well into the business for the 2003-
2004 operating year.  First of all, as
if you didn’t know it, the big buzz
around all of Christ the King is the
upcoming 50th Anniversary cele-
bration that will be
held on the 26th of
September 2004.
Believe me, it will
be here before you
know it and those
working on the
different commit-
tees can use all the
help they can get
and that means
you, Courier read-
ers.

Katie does not
want to hear you
are too busy or
you didn’t become
a member of
Christ the King
until 1990 because
you are a member right now and
that’s what counts.  Let me give
you a rundown on the various com-
mittees so you can see where you
might fit in. 

How many of you save things
from years past and store them
away?  The Memorabilia

Committee is hunting high and low
for any old programs, pictures, or
objects pertinent to the parish from
time past.  If you fit that category
then the people to contact would be
Carol Ann Black or Bernadette
Ferrizzi.

If that doesn’t suit your fancy,
there is the Decoration Committee

which – as
the name
suggests –
has to do
with prepar-
ing the
c h u r c h ,
parish hall,
and campus
in general
for the 50th

gala event.
How about
the Publicity
Committee?
If you are
interested in
getting the
news out to
others, have

a creative mind, or have a talent for
words, then you are just the person
this committee could use.   

Ladies, here is something that
should be of interest to all of you
who enjoy quilting.  A Quilting
Committee has been formed and its
purpose is to have each of the min-
istries of Christ the King make a

quilt square symbolizing their par-
ticular ministry.  There are over
fifty active ministries in our parish.
The plan is to display the quilts in
our church during the celebration. 

This is just a hint of what is in
store for the people of the parish as
the months roll along.  You will be
surprised and amazed at what has
been planned for you, parishioners.
All of these wonderful plans how-
ever need people to implement
them; so, if any of the above should
i n t e r e s t
you, please
c o n t a c t
M i k e
Mackin at
744 -6659
or Monica
Crisp at
743-6005.
They will
be more
than happy
to direct you to the committee of
your choice.

If this were not enough exciting
news, Katie has more news you
might or might not have heard
about already concerning a new
ministry beginning in our parish.  It
is called Ministry of Hope and is
headed by Sue Pastorini.  It is a
bereavement ministry and more.
Closed meetings will be held
monthly to share with one another
and be a support. However, this is

only the beginning.  Sue initiated
this ministry in her home state of
Massachusetts where it was very
successful.  One of the reasons was
that it brought people from diverse
ministries together to share their
individual talents.  Their purpose
was to relieve many of the burdens
and responsibilities placed on indi-
viduals when they are least able to
cope.  When this ministry gets up
and running Sue envisions this
ministry will involve lectors,

Euchar i s t i c
m i n i s t e r s ,
MOMS, the
Knights of
C o l u m b u s ,
Widow &
W i d o w e r s ,
the Elizabeth
Ministry, a
transportation
c o m m i t t e e ,
perhaps the

teens and many other people.  You
may contact Sue at 221-7143 for
more information.

Let me end by stating that Katie
was overwhelmed by the enthusi-
asm of the ministry members to
make this coming year exciting and
meaningful for all the parishioners
at Christ the King.  There will be
something for everyone –  from the
youngest to the oldest.  “Good
times” are ahead for the coming
year, and Katie Knowsit.

Inside the Parish Council

“The Church and the world have a great
need of Eucharistic adoration. 

Jesus waits for us
in this sacrament of love. 

Let us be generous with our time
in going to meet Him in adoration

and in contemplation that is full of faith
and ready to make reparation for the
great faults and crimes of the world. 

May our adoration never cease.”
-Pope John Paul II, On the Mystery and

worship of the Holy Eucharist, April 1980

Adoration and Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament

Solomon’s Corner Eucharistic

Adoration

A Gift of

Love

Dear Solomon:

Can you explain proper eti-
quette at Adoration?  What should
you do, what should you not do?  Is
it proper to say or do the “Stations
of the Cross,” “Novena of the
Miraculous Medal,” read the
Bible?  Please give some direction.

Jerry Sullivan

Dear Jerry,
Thanks for your question on prop-

er etiquette at Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament.  In order to answer your
question as adequately as possible, I
went to one of our Church’s docu-
ments: Order for the Solemn
Exposition of the Holy Eucharist
(Introduction),  The following is what
I have been able to find to address
your question.

1. From the Order....#15“During
the exposition there should be
prayers, songs, and readings to
direct the attention of the
faithful to the worship of
Christ the Lord.”

There are no explicit prohibitions
of any type of prayer listed in any of
the document; but, as you can see, the
Church directs us to the worship of

Christ the Lord, only.  One,  then,
should  direct all prayer and attention
to Christ during adoration.  Devotions
to the saints and our Blessed Lady,
wonderful prayers in themselves,  do
not fulfill the wishes of the Church and
the intent of Adoration.   Stations of
the Cross would not serve the intent of
adoration, as well (it takes our atten-
tion away from the Blessed
Sacrament). The documents suggest
the reading of Sacred Scripture, pray-
ing the Liturgy of the Hours, medita-
tional reading on the subject of Christ
in the sacrament of Holy Communion
– all directed toward Christ the Lord.
My own suggestion would be to spend
the time talking with Jesus in prayer.
It works for me!  And, I hope it works
for my Lord.

If you would like to have further
information regarding the Exposition
and Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, might I suggest the
LITURGY DOCUMENTARY
SERIES of the United States Catholic
Conference, Washington, DC.,
Solemn Exposition of the Holy
Eucharist, 1996. Number 11 in the
full series.  ISBN 1-57455-106-X.  

Hope this helps.
Sincerely,
Solomon



Fran Woods
THE WOMEN’S GUILDGEM
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by Frank Becht

There was a time when the Christ the King’s
Women’s Guild was the moving force of Christ
the King activities. It is now known as the Christ
the King Council of Catholic Women
(CKCCW) and remains a very active organiza-
tion in parish affairs. At one time it was consid-
ered a young woman’ s group, for in 1954 the
parish was made up of young women and a lot
of children. Today it is largely made
up of mature women.

It all started with Frances “Fran”
Ann Woods. One day in 1954 Fran
was at home caring for her children
when there was a knock on the door
and it was Father Larkin, Pastor of
Christ the King. His mission was to
convince Fran to form a women’s
organization in the parish. Fran
explained that she was willing but
that she’d need a baby sitter to care
for her children; she’d have to see if
her husband “Woody” would be
willing to do this. The next day
Father Larkin was back wanting to
know if “Woody” had agreed; he had and the
Women’s Guild was started  with a great deal of
effort on the part of the Woods family.

Fran Walenga Woods is a Grand Rapids,
Michigan girl who met Clarence “Woody”
Woods, a Pennsylvania farm boy while he was
in the Air Force stationed at Mac Dill Air Force
base in Tampa. Fran is the middle of 17 siblings
so she was accustomed to hard work and caring
for a lot of kids. Woody had one brother. They
were married in 1943 at St. Isidore Catholic
Church in Grand Rapids at the 6:30 a.m. Mass,
the fisherman’s Mass, and left for Florida short-
ly thereafter. After Woody was discharged from
the service, they returned to Grand Rapids
where Woody and Chet Walenga, Fran’s brother,
operated an automobile repair garage. They
moved to Jacksonville in 1953 and shortly there-

after were able to move into a new home on
Cesery Boulevard. Fran was a busy housewife
with young children and Woody was working
long hours as a service writer for Lynch-
Davidson Motors.

When they first came to town, like everyone
else, they attended church in the old frame
Assumption Church on Gary Street until Christ
the King was formed. All of their children
attended Christ the King School and Bishop

Kenny High School.
They are very proud of

their six children: Brenda
Jean who became deaf from
measles and who spent most
of her life at St. Augustine
School for the Deaf and
Blind, became a teacher and
has taught for 32 years;
David, who has his own con-
tracting business in North
Carolina, has five children;
Madeline who was
killed in an accident
had no children; Brian,
who works for Intel in

Arizona, has three children; Miriam, lives
in Ocala with two children; Timothy, a
teacher in Savannah, Georgia, has two
children.

The Women’s Guild, as it was
referred to, got off to a slow start, for
there were no facilities at this early stage.
They had to meet in homes, usually in the
evenings. Finally, Sister Miriam Joseph
at St. Mary’s Home, the Diocesan
Orphans Home, offered the use of the
facilities for meetings. It took consider-
able time and effort to develop the membership,
elect officers for the governing body, form the
various circles, select officers for each circle and
develop a schedule of activities. Initially, they
developed 21 various activities to be used for
fund raising. While the organization was reli-

gious in purpose, fund raising was very impor-
tant. Fran was president of the Guild from 1954
to 1956; she was also the first Chairman of
Circle 1, the St. Theresa Circle. St. Theresa
Circle was disbanded in 1996 and replaced with
St. Robert Circle, honoring Father Bob, now
Bishop Bob Baker. Other officers of St. Theresa
Circle included Mary Coyle, First Vice-
President and June Sares, Second Vice-
President. 

The first fund raising affair was a fish fry
that Woody helped organize for the Guild.
Woody was an avid fisherman; with help of the
husbands of the Guild ladies, they went fishing
at the BEACH. They brought the catch home to
the back yard of the Wood’s home on Cesery
Boulevard where it was cleaned, fried and
served to all in attendance and as take out. The
fish offal was buried in their backyard. Fran
reminisces, “What a tremendous amount of
work.. The mess and a smell that hung around
forever, all for a profit of $7.50.” There were

numerous card parties,
barbecues, Avon parties
and the like to follow.

Fran did other things
also; there were numer-
ous school activities
since she had several
children in Christ the
King School. She was
one of the original Altar
Society members and
later became president of
the Altar Society.

The Woods family
moved from the parish in
1981 to be near their

older daughter who was in the St. Augustine
School of the Deaf and Blind. Fran is still
involved as head of the Ministry for Widows at
Cathedral Parish in St. Augustine. Fran and
Woody were married 53 years when Woody died
in 1996. 

Less than a hundred miles away from metropoli-
tan Jacksonville there are people today who still sleep
in cardboard boxes and cover their children with news-
papers to keep warm in the winter months.

Who are these people?  You probably don’t know
any of them personally, but they are the migrant work-
ers of Florida and whether you realize it or not we are
all very dependent on the services they provide.  Most
of the fresh fruits and vegetables you bring to your
kitchen table are picked by migrant workers.

The Catholic Bishops of Florida have designated
November 9th as a day to think about the migrants who
feed us and at what cost to their own God-given digni-
ty.

The migrant workers put in long hard hours in the
field with very little reward for their labor.  Many of
them receive less than minimum wage and live in sub-
standard housing. That is only the beginning.  These
men and women travel the farm circuit going from
place to place wherever there is a harvesting need.
Some of them are illegal immigrants who, because of
their status and their inability to read and write English,
have no choice but to fall into this pattern.

This writer had an opportunity to spend some time
with migrant workers earlier this year.  One particular
woman stood out as her face was riddled with what
appeared to be pox marks.  She was a woman in her
mid-fifties who is no longer able to work in the field but
she had a story to tell concerning the pesticides that are
used to spray the crops. This woman –  we shall call her

Tina –  began working early in her life to help her par-
ents.  She was born here and was not an immigrant but
her parents were, and so she followed the route of her
parents which in her time allowed precious little time
for school.  Tina married young and continued to work
in the fields.

There are many sorts of pesticides used by the
farmers to control the bug population but very little
research was done at the time to see what effect the
sprays would have on humans.  Unfortunately for Tina
the spray being used was poisonous to her skin and left
her with the condition she still lives with today.  At the
same time she was pregnant and the result was to give
birth to a child who was slightly retarded.

There was a bill before the legislature last spring
that would require the farm owners to give full disclo-

sure to the migrants, in their native language, of what
pesticides are being used on the crops.  If anyone
became ill as a result of being exposed to that pesticide,
medical attention would be provided.  This bill failed to
pass the legislature.  Why do you think that might be
so?  These people have no voice and it is time for we
city folk to wake up to the problem and become a
voice for these people.

Is there anything you can do as a citizen of
Jacksonville?  The answer to that is a resounding, yes!
Just being aware of the problem is a step in the right
direction. For your information there was another bill
before the legislature this past spring that would guar-
antee that the farm labor contractors would at least pay
minimum wages to the migrants. Do you know that
this bill not only didn’t pass but died in the Senate
Agriculture Committee?  How can you provide for
your family if you don’t even earn minimum wage?

Of course, that it is not true for every situation but there
are too many families where this is the case.

In our gathering area there is a maroon basket that
is designated for the collection of food for the migrants.
In that basket, Courier reader, you may place any of the
following items:  rice, beans, flour, sugar, coffee, and
diapers.

Please give some thought to these words as all of
us are God’s children and all of us should keep in mind
“What you do for the least of my brethren, that you do
unto me.”

Am I My Brother’s Keeper?
by Celestina Perez 

Photo by Davida Johns
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CAN THE CHURCH SURVIVE?
by Frank Becht

This is in response to the arti-
cle, II ss     II tt     TToooo     LLaa tt ee     tt oo     SSaavvee     tthhee
CCaatthhoo ll ii cc     CChhuurrcchh, in the June
30,2003 Newsweek by Tom Hogan.

Because of the recent pedophile
scandals, many wonder if the

Church can survive.

Does the Church hierarchy
have the courage to make the
changes necessary to stem the tide
of serious decline in Church atten-
dance? Will the Church be able to
weather the financial storm created
by a tremendous reduction in finan-
cial giving by its members? Will
the hierarchy have the courage to
realize that American Catholics
expect them to be accountable to
the civil law of the country?

In the 1500’s, the Church was
confronted with perhaps an even
greater upheaval- the Protestant
Reformation- which still plagues
the Church today. In those times,
Martin Luther played havoc with
Church leadership over the
immorality and corruption in the
Catholic Church. One such practice
of the day was the selling of indul-
gences for the purpose of earning
the favor of God. While we still
believe in the importance of grace
in our lives, we know that only God
grants grace as result of our good
works. In the 18th century,
Lutheranism spread to the United

States and is a major force in
Protestantism today.

You can say the Church in the
1500’s got out of tune with the real-
ities of life; maybe the same thing
applies today. Luther claimed the
Church had become corrupt in its
practices then and he fought for a
change. Today our hierarchy has
become out of tune with reality,
thinking they were not accountable
to the faithful. They protected those
who were unfaithful to the flock
and in doing so, they too, were
unfaithful to their responsibilities
to their flock. That inaction and
lack of pastoring has mushroomed
into the U.S. scandal of today. This
attitude of “ being in control” and
not having to answer to the faithful
has led to a rebellion of the faithful
with many denying their faith com-
pletely, greatly reduced attendance
to church, reduction in support to
the Church or complete non-giving.

Worst yet is the effect this has
had on the attitudes and new think-
ing of the faithful. Many no longer
feel the need for attending church;
attendance is down nationwide to
31%, according to a survey by the
Sunday Visitor. The belief in the
Real Presence, the central mystery
of our faith, has fallen from rough-
ly 50% to 35% in a major northern
U.S. city. Our parents no longer
have the control on their children as
parents of the past. This devastating
effect will be with us for years,
until we can rebuild our Church
and families.

Yes, we can survive! The
Church did survive the Protestant
Reformation and we will survive
this crisis. It will require a change
in the attitude of the hierarchy and
a change in the faithful. People are
very disturbed by the happenings in
the Church in the past 100 years but
there are many people of deep
faith; we must strengthen those of
little faith.

How will all this come about?

No one single factor has caused
this crisis in the Church today. In
the future, we will be required to do
a better job in selecting and training
our priests. Even restructuring of
the hierarchy may be in order to be
more responsive to Church prob-
lems and needs. Parish administra-
tion might need altering to help
bring about greater participation by
the faithful. When the time comes,
maybe even a new pontiff will help
bring about a renewed fervor and
effort to bring the Church and its
people back to the “faith of old.”
The fallout from Vatican II is final-
ly having devastating effects on our
families and youth, and Church.
But of all these, change in our edu-
cational structure will be the most
crucial.

For hundreds of years, we have
had the support and benefit of a
large group of religious men and
women, particularly women, who
helped shape the thinking of  our
children and families through the
structure of our parish schools and
organizations. While not everyone
could take advantage of this for
various reasons, the Nuns and
Brothers who are no longer avail-
able, helped stabilize the family
unit. Today, we lack this core group
in our schools; we must rely on our
regular teachers to impart the reli-
gious principles of our faith. It isn’t
happening.  Our teachers have not
had the specific training and are
burdened by the often lack of
parental support and find it difficult

to impart the hard truths of the
Gospel to their charges.

Even our Religious Education
program teachers who receive spe-
cific training and are motivated by
workshops to improve their abili-
ties to impart are hampered by  very
limited contact with their students.
Oh, how we miss the Nuns and
Brothers who were a part of the
daily school life. We also miss the
many priests absent since Vatican
II.

Somehow we must help our
parents to regain control of their
families. Our youth have too much
and find it difficult to develop a
sense of sacrifice and responsibility
in their lives. We must help them
re-establish family units with the
love and devotion of Jesus and
Mary as the center of their activi-
ties. Only then can we begin to fill
our churches, schools, seminaries
and convents to bring back our
“faith of old.”

It has been said by one Catholic
theologian that the crisis is a crisis
of “insufficiency of saints.” After
the Protestant Reformation, there
was a Counter- Reformation
sparked by the appearance of St.
Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of
the Jesuit Order; the Jesuits had a
formidable effect on revitalizing
Catholicism in  every European
country at that time. There were
many other saints recognized for
their efforts in revitalizing the
Church in the Counter-Reformation
of the1500’s such as St. Teresa of
Avila, St. Phillip Neri and many
others. Do we have saints that can
help us in our counter-reformation?
Let them come forth as in the
Counter- Reformation of the
1500’s.

This is a wake-up call for all
Catholics to become saints and a
part of the reformation, living as
examples to our families, friends
and neighbors. 

What do you think? 

Traveling on My Knees

Author Unknown

Last night I took a journey
to a land across the seas

I didn’t go by plane or ship
I traveled on my knees.

I saw so many people there
in bondage to their sin,

And Jesus told me I should go
that there were souls to win.
But I said, “Jesus, I can’t go

to lands across the seas.”
He answered quickly, “Yes, you can,

by traveling on your knees.”
He said, “You pray, I’ll meet the need

you call and I will hear.
It’s up to you to be concerned 

for lost souls far and near.”
And so I did, I knelt in prayer, 

gave up some hours of ease
And with the Savior by my side

I traveled on my knees.
As I prayed on, I saw souls saved

and twisted persons healed.
I saw God’s workers’ strength renewed

while laboring on the field.
I said, “Yes, Lord, I’ll take the job,

Your heart I want to please.
I’ll heed Your call and swiftly go

by traveling on my knees.”

“This Far by Faith”
Our 50th Anniversary Prayer

Heavenly Father, as our parish celebrates our Golden
Anniversary,

we ask you to bless our friends and families - Those who
started this parish and are no longer with us and those 

who continue the discipleship.
When we were poor, you showed us how to rely on You.

When we needed shelter, You helped us build.
When we needed guidance, Your Spirit led us.

When we sought knowledge, You supplied our every need.
Renew our church, as we look to the future, 

trusting in You, believing in You, welcoming You.
We ask that You strengthen our discipleship.

We beg You to fill us with Your Spirit and strengthen our
stewardship as we continue to build Your kingdom on earth.

Amen
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If you take special time to look
at the stained glass windows in the
Church you will see that each win-
dow tells the story of a special
moment in man’s life with God.
The purpose of stained glass win-
dows was always to adorn, but that
was perhaps the least of their utili-
ty.  As you see the windows grow-
ing taller and taller as they march
toward the altar it is probably not
even recognized as such but they
draw the eye, and then the heart up
and up away from the mundane
toward the heavens.  Church archi-
tecture was designed to do this lift-
ing of the mind, the soul, and the
spirit. 

The windows were beautiful
and brought light to the church, but
in a time when most of the people
attending church were illiterate,
each window also told a story of
God acting in the life of men.  The
windows were talked about among
the people, and the children could
actually see and learn how God
intervenes in the lives of his peo-
ple.  And so it is with our windows
here at Christ the King.  Of course,
reading is now common place; but
we don’t always spend a great deal
of time reading and rereading the
beautiful stories from scripture.
The windows bring to mind those
special times when God touched
men in special ways.  One look at a
window brings back the whole
story the window depicts.  And we
don’t want to miss any of it!  It is a
wonderful richness of our history.

In this issue of the Courier we
are going to pay special attention to
the seven windows on the left side
of the church and think about the
symbols we might have missed, or
didn’t understand in relationship to
the rest of the window.  The first
window going toward the altar tells
the story of the Prodigal Son.
There is, however, no symbol at the
apex of the window.

Beginning with the second win-
dow the story represented in the

window also has
a symbol above
that should call
to our minds and
hearts even more
of the story.  For
example, the sec-
ond window is
the story of the

miracle at the Wedding at Cana and
Mary’s request to Jesus to spare the
feelings of the host by replenishing

the wine jars.  We can see and feel
how Jesus has marked marriage
with special meaning for all of us
through the symbol above this win-
dow of two rings intertwined and
hands clasped beneath these rings.
The ring is a well-recognized sym-
bol of eternity, and two rings inter-
twined are recognized as a symbol
of marriage when the two people
forever become one.  The clasped
hands beneath the rings can well
show an agreement, a sealing of a
covenant, a unique relationship
where the unbreakable bond of
marriage is sealed.

St. Jude is represented in the
next window.  Jude’s mother, Mary

of Cleophas, is
a cousin of the
Blessed Virgin
Mary and is
identified as
the “sister”
(cousin) who
had the courage
to be at the foot
of the Cross.

St. Jude’s father was the brother of
St. Joseph.  He manifested an
intense interest in the conversion of
the gentiles. He is pictured with a
club which identifies the method of
his martyrdom as he was beaten to
death.  The symbol above is of an
anchor as a symbol of hope in sal-
vation. Christ is the unfailing hope
of all who believe in Him. The
Latin word spes means hope.  This
then is a symbol of a cross reveal-
ing  the Christian’s hope in Christ,
as in Hebrews “would have this
hope as an anchor for the soul...”

The next window portrays the
Baptism of Jesus and contains two
symbols.  The dove above the head

of Jesus shows us
the coming of the
Holy Spirit with
Jesus at this spe-
cial time in a spe-
cial way, and is
with us at our

Baptism as well.  The symbol at the
top of this window is a majestic
bird.  Since the eagle soars upward
it has become a symbol of Christ’s
Ascension but
also represents
Christians who
have been bap-
tized into
Christ, who
have died and
risen with Him.
As in Isa 40:31 “but those who

hope in the Lord will renew their
strength.  They will soar on wings
like eagles ...” The eagle is also a
symbol of St. John the Evangelist.   

Next we have the Ascension.
The symbols here are a chariot and
flames.  The prophet Elijah was
taken up into heaven, the Old
Testament tells
us, but under
quite different cir-
cumstances from
our Lord.  The
chariot and
flames refer directly to his depar-
ture.  Our Blessed Lord’s departure
was somewhat less dramatic, but
not by much.  The Gospels tell us
that, in the presence of His
Apostles, “a cloud took him out of
their sight,” a far more graceful exit
than Elijah’s.  Throughout their
wanderings in the desert, the Jews
had been guided by a cloud which
indicated the presence of God.  And
here, a cloud envelops Jesus as He
gives His final blessing to these
men who would carry His message
to the ends of the earth.

The Assumption of the Virgin
Mary is portrayed with the symbol
of the eye of God within a triangle
at its apex.  The
“all-seeing eye”
represents the
all-knowing and
e v e r - p r e s e n t
God.  During the
late Renaissance, the eye was pic-
tured in a triangle with rays of light
to represent the infinite holiness of
the Trinity.

In the final window on this left
side the Visitation is portrayed.
Mary learns she is with child by the
Holy Spirit and will bear Jesus.
She goes to see her cousin

Elizabeth who
is also with
child.  They
greet each
other with love
and friendship
and the symbol
chosen for this

window is a pineapple.  This is the
only symbol used in the windows
which is not strictly speaking a
Christian symbol.  The pineapple is
an American symbol of hospitality,
a symbol of an open and welcom-
ing door, a real desire for the visitor
to come and stay and share time
and love with one another.  Look
for this pineapple in places of gen-
uine hospitality.

S Y M B O L S  S Y M B O L S  A D D  M E A N I N G  A D D  M E A N I N G  TT OO
O U R  S TO U R  S TA I N E D  G L A S S  A I N E D  G L A S S  

Mickey Kenny
Are you one of those  people

who has been heard to express a
wish for adult Sunday School
classes?  Do you feel you have
missed some things along the way?
Do you think there are lots of
things you would like to learn, but
you simply don’t have another
week night to give?  Well, just

maybe, we will be filling that need
after the first of the year.

When approached with the
request for a Sunday School, Father
Thanh was absolutely sure the
priests here at Christ the King
could not put anything more into
Sunday mornings than they are cur-
rently.  Amen to that; we are a busy
place.  However, he was very sup-
portive of the idea of using expand-
ing technology to fill the need!
Father Carr has agreed to select
studies for us from the hundreds of

taped educational series given by
some of the best minds and speak-
ers in the Catholic Church which
we could listen to and then discuss.
While Father Carr would not be
available on Sunday during the
Masses, he says he will be kind
enough to answer or to research
answers for any questions we have
from the tapes or from the discus-
sions!

We have all been the victims of
technology – but this will be a
wonderful opportunity.  For various

reasons – not the least being the
parking – it is envisioned that the
classes would begin after the 10
a.m. Mass and continue for about
an hour.

If you are interested in partici-
pating in this adult education, or if
you have any ideas concerning it,
please call the rectory (724-0080)
or call me, Mickey Kenny (725-
9361).  You will then be on the list
when classes begin.  This is excit-
ing; it is good news about getting
the Good News.

Good News
Coming

Day of Reflection
“I Give Thanks to my

God Always!”
Father Tim Lindenfelser

November 13, 2003
9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

cost, $27

Couples Retreat
The Love of God
Before All Else
Father Tom Walsh

November 14 - 15
Friday at 5:30 p.m.

through
Sunday at noon

cost, $270

Mass & Dinner with
the Bishop

Bishop John J. Snyder
Retired Bishop of St.

Augustine
November 19, 2003

Reservations required by
November 12

6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
$12.50 adults

$6 children under 12

Parish Musician’s
Retreat:

Celebrating the Feast of 
St. Cecilia

Father Tom Willis
November 21 - 22
Friday 5:30 p.m.

Saturday 1:30 p.m.
$38, commuter

$75, private room
$66, double

Call Marywood, 287-2525



Imagine being given the
opportunity to be a child again . .
. to go back to that time, when your
immediate needs are taken care of
and you get to just let go and . . . be.
What would you do with the time?
Would you fly to an island? Find
snow country?

In October, 2000, I was offered
the opportunity to have a once in a
lifetime chance to “get away.” I had
been sponsored for a Diocesan
weekend retreat called a Cursillo.

The Cursillo movement is a
worldwide movement of adult
formation and growth in faith. It is
a weekend to find yourself and
your place with God. It is a chance
to relax and listen. I got to do all of
those things.

On a Thursday evening after
work, my sponsor and a friend
escorted me to a specific meeting
point. I was nervous. Sleeping
where? With people I didn’t know?
What were the food/bathroom

arrangements? Where is my cell
phone? Do I have a dime in my
pocket to call collect if I need to be
rescued. Always prepared. . .always
in control. . .

After arriving at
our destination,  the
other women  and
I participating in
the weekend,
were gently
d i r e c t e d
through a
relaxing and
p r a y e r f u l
activity. We
w e r e
instructed that
this weekend
was whatever
we, and God
intended it to be.
Our only goal was to
let go and be open.
Imagine being told that Silence
is the Rule until Sunrise. As a
mother of five children and teacher
of 120 students the imposed silence
was the first gift of the retreat.

Sunrise sounded like
childhood. Birds, crisp air,
breakfast smells,—I didn’t have to
talk to anyone. . .I was beginning to
settle down. The first full day
progressed into a series of adult
learning activities and food. .
.delicious food. The program was
well paced and certainly gave me
things to think about. I did not have
to reveal anything about myself,
just move from one thing to
another. First we do one thing, then
we do another. . .

The Cursillo movement is the
chance to relearn things of faith.
One would realize that since we are

all on the same road of faith chance
and circumstances have put us at
different places on that road. Here I
was able to just look at the place I

am today. I was able to
smell the flowers,

literally and
figuratively. I

consider myself
playful, but
only with
those I know.
I certainly am
not going to
open my
closet of
skeletons and
show them

off. I wasn’t
asked to.

What I did see
is that Peace of

Jesus that we are
looking for. I saw it in the

actions of the women who were
caring for my needs. After a series
meals, talks, snacks, talks, prayer
and reflection, I started to melt. I
felt a bubbling up of gratitude. I felt
safe enough to let go of my role as
wife, mother, teacher, etc. Like a
metamorphosis I started to feel like
a child within. I began to really feel
like I was anxious to learn more
and wonder what the next surprise
was going to be.

The only secret of the whole
weekend was that the people
involved in the retreat wanted
others to feel as loved as a child of
God as they had when they made
their retreat. Eventually you
understood the twinkle in their
eyes, and movements. They saw
you begin to understand. How
powerful is that peace.

by Darlene O’Neal

Every Monday evening a group
of men meet at 6:30 p.m. for an
hour and a half, sometimes two
hours in Sheppard Square or the
Shirley David Hall. They come
together to share their spirituality
of the previous week. They meet to
share and encourage each other in
their walk with Christ. If someone
has a problem, they know they can
openly share that problem and it
stays there, within the group.
Prayer plays a very strong role at
these gatherings. Each man has
undivided attention when he shares
his feelings, whatever they may be.
The support that is shown is
evidence that they firmly believe in
the brotherhood of Christ. 

They each have made their
Cursillo weekend: some as recently

as two years ago, while others may
have done theirs many, many years
ago. These men come from a very
diverse background yet they share a
common goal and that  goal is to
follow in the footsteps of Christ.

This group is known as the
Cursillo Men’s Prayer Group at
Christ the King. Some of the men
who attend are: Billy Jones, Jacob
Plicque, Vince Shea, Al Martin,
Berry Landers, Louie O’Neal, Jim

Byars, Melvin Luciano and John
Paul McAleer. 

If there are any men who have
made Cursillo and are not
grouping, please come and join
them on Monday nights.
Decolores!
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Join us this year for our
Christ the King Christmas Penance Service

Monday, December 15 at 7:00 p.m.

What better way to prepare
for the birth of our Lord?

Over ten priests will be available for the sacrament of
Reconciliation

Cursillo, Altreya, Decolores

What is Cursillo?

Men’s Prayer Group

Are you Interested?
Cursillo is a renewal

movement of individuals
(men and women) in the
Church who want to
deepen their faith and
enhance their walk with
Christ. For more
information on how you
can become a
Cursillistas please call
Carl Ludwig 724-8485.

by Diane Koch
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Ever been curious about what
people do in their spare time? I was
going to ask Dr. Bernard Sans
(“Bernie”) what he did in his spare
time when I thought better of the
idea as I felt I already knew the
answer - “What spare time?” 

Bernie came to Christ the King
as Music Director hailing from
Milwaukee, Wisconsin in 1994.
Having spent a number of years in
Afghanistan with the Peace Corps,
Dr. Sans could speak Farsi fluently.
In just a short time, everyone
recognized his adeptness at
languages as he easily began
speaking a language far more
complicated than Farsi - southern
drawl.  He now says “y’all” as
much as any of us (possibly more).
He has even been known to make
up new southern words. 

When Bernie arrived at Christ
the King, his duties included
directing the adult choir and
supervising a folk choir. Somehow
he also found time to teach private
students to play the piano/organ.
When not directing a choir or
supervising one, Bernie was
playing the organ and cantoring at
each of the Masses (including
funeral Masses).  As if he did not
already have enough to do, he
decided that perhaps a handbell
choir might be in order since the
church already had invested in
handbells which were not being
used. Further,  Bernie organized
and now directs a funeral choir.
What was I saying about spare
time? 

Bernie had not been with Christ
the King for very long when his
exceptional talents became readily
apparent not only to members of
the parish but to others as well,
including Bishop John J. Snyder.
Bishop Snyder appointed Dr. Sans
to numerous committees and
Bishop Victor Galeone is following
suit. Bernie has conducted seminars
dealing with liturgy and music in
and around Jacksonville, including
Orlando and Marywood. We

definitely have a celebrity in our
midst whose reputation is growing
by leaps and bounds in Florida.

Bernie not only teaches at
various seminars, but in between
his own classes, he has been known
to monitor other classes with
varying topics.  At a recent seminar
in Orlando, Bernie found himself
with some time to kill in between
classes and inasmuch as a well
known professor of music was
teaching a handbell class, Bernie
decided to check it out. The class
turned out to be a class for
beginners. Not wanting to hurt the
professor’s feelings by walking out,
Bernie entered the class, picked up
a couple of handbells and
proceeded to be instructed along
with all of the other students. At the
end of the class the professor came
over to him and advised that he
should most assuredly consider
playing in a handbell choir because
he appeared to be quite talented.
Bernie replied “I will think about
it.”

Bernie keeps abreast of all the
modifications and changes to the
rules and regulations promulgated
by Mother Church and/or the
Diocese and has conducted
seminars instructing Eucharistic
Ministers, Ushers, Lectors and
Musicians on changes and their
applications in the parish.  At the
present, Bernie never lacks for
required reading. I would have
asked him when he found time to
read but I was afraid that he would
tell me. (Get over it, Bernie!)

Bishop Galeone is not the only
one who recognizes talent when he
sees it.  Our own Pastor, Father
Thanh, has also recently delegated
Bernie to chair a committee
charged with renovating Christ the
King Church.  This is not going to
be an easy, quick project but one
that is expected to take several
years to complete. It is a project
that is perhaps long overdue. There
are rules to be followed in making
renovations to churches (bet you
did not know that). Such rules will
require lots of studying on the part
of Bernie and each committee
member as well. The committee
will determine exactly what

renovations need to be made to the
existing church. The next step will
be to consult with an architect who
will prepare drawings
incorporating the desires specified
by the committee. Have no fear - it
may take time but when all is said
and done, we will have a church
that conforms to all of the rules
regarding renovations and one
which will be quite beautiful.
Bernie will see to it. 

Bernie is very young but is
nonetheless a new grandfather -
just ask him to tell you all about his
new grandson.  He keeps in close
touch via the Internet. Bernie really
enjoys football - he is a die-hard
Packers fan (even has his own
cheese-head hat) and now he has
become a fan of the Jaguars as well
(he has his own Jaguars leather
jacket). Bernie also enjoys movies
but most of the time he is only able
to make the late, late show. Bernie
has choir rehearsals on Tuesday

and Wednesday nights and
meetings most Thursday nights. On
any given Tuesday or Wednesday
night if you pass by the Music
Room or pay a visit to the church,
you will hear Bernie asking his
group “Who has drugs?” Never
fear, however,  Bernie is asking for
sugar-free throat drops to quench a
parched throat. Bernie’s weekends
are usually filled with providing
music for one wedding after
another, and occasionally a funeral.
After the weddings and funerals,
Bernie provides music for the
normal weekend Masses at Christ
the King (all scheduled Masses

with the exception of the 7:00 A.
M. Sunday Mass).

Bernie’s presence is felt in
countless ways at Christ the King.
He performs many duties that do
not exactly fall under his “job
description” which require extra
time – what was it I said about
“spare time?” You probably are not
even aware of how much Dr. Sans
is around and how much he

actually does for the parish. He
uses his personal funds at times to
make special purchases for parish
and school needs. He instigated
decorating of the confessionals –
no more bare walls. Bernie never
seeks recognition for his countless
efforts. He works, as we should, in
the name of Christ. He is totally
involved in Christ the King, not just
its music, and genuinely cares for
the parish, the parishioners and
their total wellbeing. He constantly
goes above and beyond the call of
duty in so many ways.

And what exactly does Dr. Sans
do in his spare time you ask? Don’t
even go there!  He has been seen in
a grocery store after 10:00 P. M and
he even tells of the time he was at
Home Depot after 11:00 P. M.
wearing his bedroom slippers.  

Talk about an unsung hero!
Just imagine what Christ the King
would be like without music –
without Dr. Sans.  Fortunately, we
have our hero who keeps music and
Christ alive at Christ the King.
Bernie - for all that you do, seen
and unseen, for all that you mean to
each and every one of us who work
so closely with you in your various
choirs, and on behalf of the entire
parish family, WE THANK YOU!

What Do You Do In Your Spare Time?
Thanks, Bernie

by Harriet Hughes

Profile ~ Our Music Director

Music directors: Bernie Sans and Rocky DiGeorgio

Michelle Patula, Bernie Sans and Kathy Nichols
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THE YARBOROUGHS OF CHRIST THE KING

by Frank Becht

Margie and Ed Yarborough are
original members of Christ the
King, having attended the first
Mass by Father Larkin, now Bishop
Larkin, at Jacksonville University
in 1954 in an old wooden barracks
building on the campus. 

Margaret (Margie) Eisenreich
was born in Clara City, Minnesota
in a family of two older brothers
and three younger sisters. After
three years in the local Catholic
grade school, the family moved to
Murdock, Minnesota, where she
graduated from public grade school
and high school. Edwin (Ed) was
born and raised in Baker County,
Florida; he had one brother.  He
attended public schools and
graduated from Lee High School in
Jacksonville. 

Both Ed and Margie joined the
United States Army where they met
at Fort Ord, California. They were
married on December 12, 1945 in
the Army Post Chapel at Dewitt
General Hospital in Auburn,
California. Ed was released from
the Army in November 1945 and
Margie was released in December
1945. This was a very private
wedding with no relatives
attending. Following their
wedding, they went to Nevada City
for a very short honeymoon and
then they moved to Louisa St.,
Jacksonville, Florida.

They first attended Assumption
Church until Christ the King was
formed; they moved to Oak Forest
Drive in Arlington on June 2, 1950.

Margie did not work outside
their home after marriage, caring
for her growing family. Ed worked
first at The U.S.  Naval Air Station
as a civil service employee, a
firefighter, and then later at Cecil
Field Naval Air Station where he
retired in 1983 as result of a heart
attack. He continued to work at
various jobs until he fully retired in
1986; he died in 1988 and is buried

in a family plot located at Riverside
Memorial Park.

On that memorable day of the
first Mass, Ed was not a Catholic,
but Father Larkin later converted
him on June 2, 1962. Because of
the demands of his work, Ed was
not heavily involved in church
activities but did join the Knights
of Columbus Council 4727 and was
involved until a close friend died.

Margie was very involved in
the activities of Christ the King.
She was an original member of the
Guild and a member of Circle One
until she became ill and could not
attend; she later rejoined Circle
Five, St. Patrick’s Circle. She has
been a faithful member of
Adoration for years. When the
K’Cees were formed in Arlington
Council 4727 in the early 1960’s,
she became a member and remains

so. She is also actively involved
with the Kings and Queens. As a
member of Widows and Widowers,
she has found it to be socially very
helpful.

They have a great family of six
children, the second, Rose Marie,
having died at the age of five years.
The oldest, Carol, is married with
four children and lives in Buffalo,
New York. The third child, Joe, has

two children and lives in Tampa.
John is married, lives in Maitland
with one child. Patty is married
with two children and lives in
Jacksonville. Mike is married with
three children living in
Jacksonville.

Daughter Patty married Rick
Stamper and has been a member of
Christ the King parish all her life
and is a long time member of Circle
11. She is employed by Citibank
and has a son, Justin, a junior at the
University of Central Florida, and a
daughter, Jessie, in the eighth grade
at Christ the King. Rick is a convert
to the Church and has been actively
involved as a Christ the King
School Board member.

Mike graduated from Christ the
King and Sandalwood High
School. Mike and his wife, Mary
Cameron both have been lifetime
members of Christ the King
Church. They both attended Christ
the King School but did not meet
until Mike’s friend Danny Mills
intervened. Mary teaches at
Resurrection Grade School and
Mike is employed at Lowe’s.  They
have three children. Bobby and
David attend Christ the King
School; Bobby is an avid member
of the Children’s Choir.   Katie is
too young for school.

Mary is involved in the
CKCCW and other parish activities
in addition to being a full time
teacher and full time mother of
three. Mike has become very
involved in the Knights of
Columbus for several years; he was
installed as Grand Knight of
Arlington Council 4727 in June
2003. He also serves as a lector.

It appears that Yarboroughs will
long be a part of the Christ the King
scene!

The Yarborough Family - Back: Joseph, John and Michael; 
Center: Ed and Marge; Front: Patty and Carol

GEM

ABORTION
by Frank Becht

This is a subject that many like
to avoid or not think about. We
even avoid letting others know we
are Catholic for fear of taking a
stand on this very important subject
and other issues.

Why is that? Why do not
more of us buy “Choose Life”
tags? Are we afraid to be labeled
“Catholic?” Are we afraid to
defend our faith?

Yet, we send our sons and
daughters off to war and we’re not
afraid to let people know that they
are Catholic; we ask people to pray
for them and their safety. We
openly discuss our hopes and
dreams for them. When it comes to
defending our belief that it’s wrong
to kill, many of us are afraid to let
our beliefs be known. We do not
raise a voice or objection to
abortion, the “killing of innocent
ones,” who do not have a chance
for life or the “partial birth” babies
who come so close to life. Some are

opposed to the death penalty even
for those having committed
horrendous murders. Yet we don’t
lift a voice against the killing of
those babies.

Taking action by the Church
and Knights of Columbus.
Recently, Bishop William K.

Weigand of Sacramento, California
took a more pro-active stand
against abortion and those who
support abortion. In January 2003,
he made the following statement
from his pulpit: “Gray Davis, a
Catholic who is governor of
California, should not go on
receiving Communion as long as
he supports legalized abortion.
Anyone-politician or otherwise-
who thinks it is acceptable for a
Catholic to be pro-abortion is in
very great error, puts his or her
soul at risk and is not  in good
standing with the Church.” This
was published in the monthly issue
of the national Knights of
Columbus magazine “
COLUMBIA.” Bishop Weigand is

a member of Sacramento Knights
of Columbus Council 953.

Other church hierarchy and
organizations are taking a more
vocal stance against abortion. The
United States Senate recently
passed legislation restricting
partial-birth abortions, which
President Bush has agreed to sign
after the House passes it later this

year. Other renowned churchmen
have spoken out. One such example
of great note is Boston’s newly
appointed Archbishop Sean Patrick
O’Malley who issued a statement
on July 29, 2003, outlining his
position. “Catholic politicians
who support legal abortion
should of their own volition not
receive Communion, but the
Church does not deny
Communion to people
approaching the altar, presuming
they do so in ‘good faith’.”

Another well-known defender
of the Church is the Society of
Jesus, the leader of reform from the
Protestant Reformation; the Jesuits
have issued a statement on
Abortion,  “STANDING FOR
THE UNBORN”, on this 30th

anniversary of the Supreme Court
action legalizing abortion in the
United States. As a result of the
Supreme Court decision in Roe vs.
Wade in 1973, 39 million American
lives have been ended by abortion. 

Continued on page 19



November 2003                                                           Christ the King Catholic Church Page 15

by Ray Walker

Scattered throughout the exten-
sive metropolitan area of New York
City, there are 8 Catholic priests
who are special chaplains for the
fire fighters in their zoned territory.
One of these was Father Mychal
Judge, OFM, a Franciscan priest. I
say, ‘was’ because he was the chap-
lain whose district encompassed
the Twin Towers which were
destroyed in the infamous terrorist
attack on September, 11, 2001 and
who went into the burning building
to help his firefighter buddies and
perished in the effort.

Father Peter Brophy, OFM, the
pastor of St. Francis of Assisi
Church where Father Judge
resided, immediately wanted to
commemorate his assistant’s brav-
ery and devotion to duty by creat-
ing a special stained glass window
for the church. Fortuitously, he had
in his possession a magazine in
which was the story of Sister Diane
Couture, a relatively obscure nun in
Orlando, who owned and operated
a business making and installing
stained glass windows. He was so
impressed that he called Sister
Couture right away and asked her
to submit a design for the window.

The rest is history! Sister Diane
sent a rendering of her proposed
idea, was accepted to do the work
and set about creating a truly fabu-
lous story in glass. Nine months
later, on August 14, 2002, the win-
dow was installed by the nun and
her crew from Orlando. Less than a
month afterward, amidst the First
Anniversary Memorial of 9-11, the
window was dedicated. Sister
Diane Couture and the Sisters of St.
Joseph Architectural Stained Glass
Studio in Orlando were no longer
just a Florida phenomenon. Calls
and e-mails from all over poured
into her studio complimenting her
on her masterpiece. New commis-
sions for work were also generated.

Born in Hartford Connecticut
of French stock, Sister Diane
moved with her parents to Orlando
when she was two. Her ancestors

had emigrated from the Province of
Quebec in Canada. The whole fam-
ily, including 10 children, were all
talented in arts and crafts - every-
one could paint and draw. Her
interests were tangential -she

became enamored with stained
glass.

In 1972 she entered the Sisters
of St. Joseph order and began
working as a counselor in nursing
homes. Along with this, she learned
everything she could about the
stained glass process from books
and for three years studied glass
painting under Stanley
Klopfenstein, a German artist. Her
first official “job” came when she
designed a window for the old,
(since demolished) St. Catherine
Labouré Manor in Jacksonville,
Florida.

The studio in Orlando was not
opened until 1992. Prior to this, she
continued counseling while gratify-
ing her creative instincts after work
in her convent. Sister Diane ceased
being a counselor and became a
full-time artist and business
woman. It became a reality when
she was awarded a large contract
and her Superior granted her per-
mission to use the money to rent
space in a commercial building and
set up shop. Because of her talents
and devotion to her work, the fledg-
ling enterprise took off rapidly.

In December 2000, with plenty
of work and four employees, not
counting those who actually
installed the window, Sister
Couture moved to St. Augustine
where she could be closer to her
Sisters of St. Joseph roots. Sister
Mary Lyn Payette is a full time
assistant, while three students work
part-time, Jenepher Byxby, Sara
Pedigo and Christian McCormack.
As mentioned earlier, these are in
addition to the men who actually
install the windows on location.
The reputation of the Sisters of St.
Joseph Architectural Stained Glass
Studio is steadily expanding.

In my naivete I assumed that
Sister Couture had blazed new
trails for nuns when she ventured
outside the convent and into the
commercial business world, only to
learn that Sisters have been making
stained glass window in convents
and monasteries for hundreds of

years in Europe. It is true though,
that she is the first to do this in the
Josephite Community. She can
trace her artistic predecessors back
to the 10th century when the
Athenian and Christian churches

could readily be distinguished
because the former used only plain
glass while the latter employed
stained or  colored glass.

I  remember several years ago,
Father Robert McDermott, with my
help, employed Sister Couture to
put some stained glass in the win-
dows of St. Patrick’s Church in
Jacksonville, Florida. We had very
little money for such an ambitious
undertaking but, as expected, want-
ed the most ‘milage’ for those dol-
lars. Sister Diane was amazing. We
ended up with stained glass in
every window throughout the
church which far exceeded our
anticipations.

Sister Couture approaches her
work, not as a way to make money
but rather, a way to serve her
God.”What do I think He wants?”
she asks herself. “What can I do
that will help Him and His
Kingdom?”

She laments the fact that so
many in her profession approach
each commission with an almost
pre-conceived notion of what
should be done from their personal
perspective rather than to view the
work from the position and needs
of the customer.

At the moment, she is renovat-
ing the beautiful old window in St.
Michael’s Church in Fernandina,
Florida and restoring the disinte-
grating lead.  Simultaneously she is
creating new stained glass windows
for the children’s area of Baptist
Hospital in Jacksonville. In pursuit
of her career she has traveled far
and wide but nothing has compared
with her being chosen to design and
build the memorial window for
Father Judge in picturesque, old St.
Francis of Assis Church in New
York City. 

Father Judge’s fire fighters
loved her work as did virtually
everyone else so there is every rea-
son to believe that Jesus does too.
“Doing it for God” has paid off big
for his faithful servant, Sister Diane
Couture, SSJ.

Ecclesiastical  Artist:    Sister  Diane  Couture,  SSJ

Sister Diane Couture, SSJ, in her
stained glass studio in St. Augustine,

Florida, September, 2003

This stained glass window in St. Francis of Assisi Church, New York City, com-
memorates the bravery and death of Father Mychal Judge, CFM, who died in the

Twin Towers attack September 11, 2001.  The window was designed and con-
structed by Sister Diane Couture, SSJ, in St. Augustine, Florida

continued on page 16

D i d   Y o u
K n o w ?

by Able Greenwood

Did you ever wonder how the
church is always neat and the altar
is always filled with beautiful,
growing things?  How about the
clean crispness of the priests’ vest-
ments and altar linens? Is God’s
power and grace responsible?  In a
manner of speaking, yes. They are
supplied through God’s volunteers
of the Altar Society who care for
our church and our priests.  Do you
enjoy the rosebush garden along
Larkin Road and all the shrubs,
plants and flowers around the
church grounds?  Did they just start
growing wild?  No, volunteers are
responsible. There are volunteers
who are responsible for a great
many things in our parish that we
all enjoy and appreciate. The par-
ents who have children in the
Scouting programs have a great
Scout hut for meetings and activi-
ties, built by volunteers. Have you
ever stood or knelt at Mary’s
Grotto between the two main
school buildings and been thankful
for this beautiful place of medita-
tion? Volunteers of the Holy Name
Society provided it in 1966.  

Our parish owes its very exis-
tence to the faithful from other
parishes who banded together to
form Christ the King parish. They
took a census of Catholics in the
area, cleared land, built buildings
with their own hands, and did all
the things it took to begin a new
parish from scratch. Their first
fund raiser was a fish fry that net-
ted $7.50. They may have been dis-
couraged but they didn’t stop
working toward their dream of a
viable, healthy parish. Their exam-
ple of volunteerism hasn’t been
ignored.

The students at Christ the King
School eat their lunches outside on
the paving stones of Sheppard
Square that were laid by volun-
teers. The picnic tables were cut
and assembled by volunteers. Our
school baseball and softball teams
play ball on a baseball field provid-
ed by volunteers. The school’s bas-
ketball and volleyball players com-
pete in a gym where much of the
remodeling work this summer was
performed by volunteers. If you
attend Mass in the chapel you
notice the walls that were painted
by church choir volunteers, kneel
and sit in new pews installed by
volunteers.  Thank the LIFE TEEN
and Girls Scout volunteers for the
new bright paint of the bathrooms
in the Shirley David Hall. The
pews in our church were refur-
bished by volunteers. Volunteer
painters erected scaffolds and
painted the inside church walls.
During the major remodeling of 
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continued from page 15
our school buildings it was estimat-
ed the parish saved around
$800,000.00 because of the work
that was done by volunteers.

Have you noticed the large stor-
age shed at the edge of the parking
lot by the baseball field?  Ah, you
guessed it, built by volunteers. The
trees in our parking lot have been
cut back by volunteers. At the
Prayer House behind the baseball
field there are the Stations of the
Cross that were built and erected by
volunteers. The equipment in our
school playground was assembled
and erected by volunteers.  

The rectory hasn’t escaped the
enthusiasm of volunteers. There are
many volunteers who work in the
rectory office to help the paid staff.
Notice the foyer when you enter the
rectory? Provided by volunteers of
the CKCCW.  Volunteers complete-
ly remodeled the pastor’s office
and provided custom drapes for it.

The volunteers of the Saint Vincent
de Paul Society feed many hungry
people and provide other necessi-
ties from an office located in the
rectory.  This very Courier newspa-
per you’re reading is put together
by many volunteers who meet
weekly in the rectory.

None of the special activities
we have at the parish and school
would happen if it weren’t for the
spirited volunteers who pitch in
and make them work.  Field trips
and many school activities for
young students couldn’t happen
without volunteers.  The School
Book Fair and the Christmas
Boutique would be impossible if
there were no volunteers to help.
Many parents, students and other
parishioners enjoy the school carni-
val.  The booths were built and
manned by volunteers and volun-
teers cooked the hamburgers and

hot dogs, sold the sodas and candy,
got dunked in the dunking booth
and handled all the paperwork.
We’d have to change our Lenten
Fish Fry to our Lenten Sushi Bar if
it weren’t for the volunteer cooks.
If you enjoy the food at our cele-
brations of the Feast of Christ the
King and the ethnic dinner on
Epiphany Sunday, volunteers made
it happen.  If you’ve been here long
enough how can you forget the vol-
unteer Bingo workers who spent
their Friday nights helping every-
body have a good time?

As you can see, there are many
areas of our parish that benefit from
unpaid helpers, commonly known
as volunteers.  All the ministries
listed in our Sunday bulletin are
managed by volunteers.   God
works through them to accomplish
things that are good for our parish
life.  Volunteering usually begins as
an inconvenience and becomes a
way of life for many.  They are of
all ages and come from all walks of
life and every economic situation.
Their time invested ranges from an
hour at a time to hours at a time.
Volunteers may labor daily, weekly,
monthly, yearly or with any fre-
quency in-between. All effort is

good in the eyes of God and neces-
sary for the health of the parish. If
you already volunteer your time in
any way, thank you! If not, there is
a place for you in our volunteer
family. We want to meet you and
know you. The welcome you
receive will be warm and your time
will not be wasted. 

D i d   Y o u   K n o w ?

This Space
is just

waiting for
YOU

M i r a c u l o u s   M e d a lM i r a c u l o u s   M e d a l
N o v e n a ,   2 0 0 3N o v e n a ,   2 0 0 3

by Mickey Kenny

Rev. Thomas M. Finley, C.M.,
was the Vincentian priest who
came from Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, to give us our mis-
sion for 2003, proclaimed by the
Holy Father as the Year of the
Rosary.  Pope John Paul II instruct-
ed the Church to open the 21st

Century contemplating the mystery
of Christ.  We must become a pray-
ing people, he said; and to this end
the year 2003 was to be dedicated
to the Rosary as a perfect way to
contemplate the mystery of Christ
as we meditate on our knowledge
of Jesus (His birth, life, death, and
resurrection). 

Father Finley taught in his
homilies during the Novena that
the Rosary is the perfect form for
prayer in many ways.  First the
prayers themselves are the essence
of our religion: the Nicene Creed in
which we state those matters of
faith which we as Catholics
believe, the Our Father by which
Jesus taught us to pray, the Gloria
through which we praise the
Trinity, and the Hail Mary in which
we honor Mary through pieces of
scripture.  We have been taught that
at the Annunciation the angel
Gabriel addressed Mary with the
words “Hail Mary, full of grace.
The Lord is with thee.”  And
Elizabeth greeted Mary at the visi-
tation with the words, “Blessed art
thou among women and blessed is
the fruit of thy womb.”  

During another homily of the
Novena Father Finley taught about
the attitudes of prayer as vocal
prayer, meditation, contemplation,
and finally being in the presence of
God.   He spoke also of those times
when the mind wanders and our
need to refocus the mind but also to
realize the heart may have been at
prayer anyway.  

In addition Father Finley gave a
homily at each of five days of the
Novena on the new Luminous
Mysteries given the Church by
Pope John Paul II at this Year of the
Rosary.  Long we have known the

Joyful, Sorrowful and Glorious
mysteries where we meditate on
the birth, death, and resurrection of
Jesus.  This Pope has added the
Luminous mysteries in order to
help us focus on the life of Jesus on
earth.  Through these mysteries we
are instructed not just to focus on
what we believe but also on how to
live in Christ.

It was such an instructive and
spiritual novena and we will be so
fortunate if we can get Father
Finley himself to return to us in our
special anniversary year of 2004.

In addition to the novena with
all the homilies and then the hear-
ing of confessions, Father Finley –
because he is a Vincentian father –
spoke to the St. Vincent de Paul
Society at our meeting on the first
Monday of his visit.  He instructed
us concerning special points in the
spiritual life of St. Vincent de Paul
and his emphasis on five major
points:   simplicity, humility, gen-
tleness, mortification, and his zeal
for souls.  St. Vincent de Paul knew
that community and our involve-
ment in the lives of others were
vital to our own personal spirituali-
ty.  It was a cornerstone of
Vincent’s faith that we must live
with, serve, and love others while
we recognize and acknowledge
their image of Christ.

Rev. Thomas  Finley, CM

The Pastoral Staff 
and

the Courier Staff 
wish you all the joy possible 

during your Thanksgiving and Christmas
Holidays and may the blessings of

Christmas follow you throughout the New
Year.
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Sissy Keegan
by Betty Wheeler

A fine person who is very con-
spicuous by her absence is “Siss”
Keegan who left us for a better
place on September 6, 2003.  Sissy
permeated our parish and was so
much a part of our lives and our
activities that we automatically
look around to seek out her pres-
ence even now.

Sissy loved people, our parish,
parenting, parties, and playing
games.  She loved being busy,
being with people, and could get
anyone to open up and talk about
themselves.  The great smile and
the Irish twinkle in her eye made
everyone a friend immediately.

Her family was on a pedestal,
and rightly placed, as her lovely
daughters, Christine and Kathleen,
and their families seemed to have
inherited all those good genes from
Sissy and husband Bill.  But the
fact of the matter was that Sissy
loved all our families, too, learning
all about us and our children and
asking about them without fail.
The children all loved her because
she was so genuinely interested in
them, not just their parents.  Most
remarkable of all was the fact that
no one can remember Sissy utter-
ing disparaging remarks about any-
one.

The family lived in a variety of
places including Hawaii, from

whence came the dub, “Tutu”
(grandmother).  They settled in
Jacksonville in 1967.  Their homes
were invariably filled with folks
stopping by for short or long stays.
Sissy’s hospitality overflowed.  She
loved giving parties or helping with
them.  She hosted the St. Patrick’s
Day party for Christ the King for
many years, and somehow was
always in the middle of a Mardi
Gras party.  Circle Seven of the
CKCCW had some great “blow
outs” with Sissy right there.  She
and Jean Sell sought out Irish pubs
with the best of Irish tenors.

That exuberance for hospitality
extended especially to all the
priests and religious, even to the
bishops, entertaining them royally
and shuttling them to and from the
airport, or wherever.  It seemed that
she knew half the priests in Ireland.

In addition Sissy was from its
inception a member of the
Stewardship Committee, the
Catholic Women’s Club, the Christ
the King Women’s Guild, Circle 7,
the KCee’s, Kings and Queens, and
the Adoration Society.  She also
found time to drive for the
American Cancer Society.

Our parish was of such high
priority to her that, when she was
having some back problems and
other health problems and her
daughters wanted her to come live
near one or the other, she vehe-

Top: Sissy and Monsignor Danaher; Bottom Left: Bishop Baker and Sissy,
Bottom Right: Sissy and Father Thanh

mently insisted on staying here
with all her friends and her wonder-
ful church.  When she was in the
hospital near the end there was a
constant trail of visitors into her
room.

The other “P”word ‘playing
games,’ that describes Sissy,
referred to her love of physical
activities.  She played semi-pro
basketball and refereed the game

throughout the State of New Jersey.
Always ready for a game of golf,
she played regularly right up to
recently and was quite an accom-
plished competitor.  For 15 years
she was a TPC volunteer.

Sissy, we all thank you for
showing us how to live and love
life to the fullest, to be happy and
to make others happy.  What a role
model you’ve been for all of us.

by Carol-Ann Black

Have you had your say? Are you ready to become part of the solution
to some of the neighborhood problems that have become prevalent in
Arlington during the past few years? Arlington Churches Together, acting
under the umbrella of ICARE (Interchurch Coalition for Action,
Reconciliation and Empowerment), is organizing to create solutions for
some of these problems. 

By means of the one-on one interviews conducted over the past sev-
eral weeks, we have determined that the concerns of our parishioners are
very similar to those of the other churches in the area. In broad terms they
are urban decay issues, such as litter and grocery carts scattered every-
where; boats and cars (most of them in varying states of disrepair) inap-
propriately parked in residential areas; unoccupied and unkempt shops
and strip malls; vagrants and homeless panhandling everywhere. Need I
go on? We can no longer look the other way and say “Not my problem”.

On Tuesday, November 4 at Resurrection Catholic Church there is a
meeting scheduled at 7 p.m.where specific projects will be identified, and
participants will choose how they will devote their time and talent to re-
energize our neighborhood. Sounds like a Stewardship for Life issue to
me. Please come to this meeting and offer your support to this organiza-
tion. That’s at 7:00 p.m. at Resurrection Catholic on November 4 and
bring FRANK – Friends, Relatives, Associates, Neighbors, Kids.

Many thanks to those who conducted the interviews, and especially to
those who offered to be interviewed. It was very gracious of you to be
willing to chat.

AACCTT

AArrll iinnggttoonn    
CChhuurrcchheess     
TTooggeetthheerr Labor Day Lingerings

by Norma Lee Hanson 

Labor Day usually means that
summer is over and it’s time to
close the book on summer memo-
ries but not before the members of
St. Vincent de Paul and their fami-
lies had one last summer bash at the
home of John and Mickey Kenny. 

It began with a home Mass cel-
ebrated by our Vincentian chaplain,
Father Neil Carr, who wore his spe-
cial St. Vincent de Paul vestments
that were made for these specific

occasions.  The Mass as always
was beautiful and it closed with all
forty-five in attendance singing
America the Beautiful.

After that everyone headed for
the table where an array of foods
lined the table that complimented
the traditional hot dogs and ham-
burgers that were cooking on the
grill.  All agreed that it was a per-
fect evening to sit outside enjoying
their meal, chit-chatting away
about this and that.  Might it be said
unequivocally that a good time was
had by all.
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by Harriet E. Hughes

Editor’s Note: Harriet has done a
wonderful job in recounting
His Deeds in the ministry of
music. But we know there are
more stories. This is only a
partial history. In an earlier
issue we had an article on Rita
Ebbs, who played the organ. If
you have more stories of the
people who led the choir, sang
or played an instrument,
please share your memories
with us. You can submit your
story at the Rectory.

Adult Choir
&

Adult Handbell Choir

As Christ the King Parish nears
the half century mark of its estab-
lishment, I am certain that parish-
ioners cannot help but think back to
the “olden days” of the parish.

Attention must be drawn to friends
made, friends lost, glad times, sad
times, and for sure some attention
has to be drawn to perhaps special
services made even more special by
the parish choir. As the church has
gone through numerous changes
through the years, so has the music
in our church.  

In the early days of the newly
established parish the first choir
was led by Sister Danian and Terry
Caden. Terry also played on the
first organ which was donated by
Rita Benner’s mother. Through the
years many musicians/singers came
forward to make up a choir for
Sunday Masses. Parishioners such
as Tom Masters would call fellow
parishioners together to form a
choir to sing at special services
such as Christmas or Easter.
Faithful members numbering
twelve to fifteen gathered under the

direction of such leaders as Rita
Ebbs, Mrs. Hodges, Sr. Enda Egan,
Becky Jackson, Carol Bertani,
Michael Joyce, Bob Moffett and
Betty Obi. Our current Director of
Music, Dr. Bernard “Bernie” Sans,
came to Christ the King in 1994. 

Dr. Sans arrived at Christ the
King in the summer of 1994. That
September he began to organize an
adult choir and introduced new
music to the choir and to the con-
gregation. The music not only was
pleasant to listen to but was intend-
ed to allow parishioners to more
fully participate in the Mass.  The
choir learned to sing in various lan-
guages, including Spanish, Latin,
and even Swahili.  Next, Dr. Sans
introduced to the congregation an

adult handbell choir.   As the popu-
larity of handbells increased among
parishioners, Susan Grossholz
added still another handbell choir
known as the Teen Angels.
Currently, Susan has introduced
still more handbell ringers known
as the Little Angels.  

Choir members recall friends
and events through the years
including one particular Volunteer
Dinner a number of years ago.   The
Choir members were called upon to
provide entertainment following
the dinner. Bob Moffett was direct-
ing at this time and planned several
very elaborate production numbers.
One such production had Tom
Masters as Dr. Frankenstein who
was working in his laboratory cre-
ating havoc.  Smoke was supposed
to bubble up just slightly from the
floor as choir members sang “The
Monster Mash”.  Well, something

went very wrong with the fogger
because all of a sudden smoke
enveloped not only the floor but the
choir members as well.  Some
members choked, some had watery
eyes but the show went on.

The volunteers witnessing the
production probably thought all
was going as planned – they cer-
tainly enjoyed the entertainment
because they requested a repeat
performance the following year.
Who can ever forget Isabelle Fusco
as the Pink Rabbit?  What about
Susan Grossholz as the “Purple
People Eater”?

The adult handbell choir mem-
bers have great memories of a day
spent with Dr. Sans in St. Augustine
several years ago. The adult church
choir and handbell choir were invit-
ed to participate in the Rite of
Election in St. Augustine.  The
handbell choir was assured that
appropriate tables would be avail-
able for their use and that they need
not bring their own. Handbell
tables are covered with a thick
layer of foam rubber to protect the
bells, are quite sturdy and are sized
to accommodate handbells and
music binders.Upon arriving in St.
Augustine, they learned that the
“appropriate tables”  were a few
card tables which might suffice for
a quick game of poker, but certain-
ly were  inappropriate for handbells
and  music binders. However, mak-
ing the best of a bad situation, the
ringers set about arranging bells
and music on the tables provided.
Inasmuch as the tables were them-
selves quite unsteady, veteran
ringers had to ring handbells while
at the same time securing the card
table legs by wrapping their own

legs around the legs of the shaky
tables (not an easy task I can assure
you and if you don’t believe it, ask
Nicole Hale – she probably still has
bruises to show for her valiant
efforts).

After playing a prelude in the
rather dark sanctuary, the ringers
left the altar area and processed
around the outside of the Cathedral
to lead the procession into the
Cathedral proper.  Handbell ringers
were in place and stood by expec-
tantly and waited for Dr. Sans sig-
nal. He had in fact been trying to
get our attention by doing jumping
jacks near the altar but could not be
seen by the adult choir because of
the brilliant Florida sunshine.

As our anniversary nears and as
we look back on days gone by, we
cannot help but recall the numerous
choir members and directors who
have dedicated countless hours to

providing our liturgical music. We
look to the future with anticipation.
Times change, music changes, and
choirs change but one thing is cer-
tain, without members, there can be
no choir.  

New members in any of Christ
the King’s choirs are always wel-
comed and are very much needed
and appreciated.  If you can sing or
play an instrument, or if you are
interested in learning to play hand-
bells, we invite you, indeed we
encourage you, to call Dr. Sans.
Your contribution will be important
to those who will be recalling
Christ the King in 2054. 

To all of those who have con-
tributed so much of themselves
since 1954 and to those who are
today unselfishly contributing their
time and talent to the music min-
istry at Christ the King, we say in
the words immortalized by Bob
Hope “Thanks for the Memories!” 

Recounting

His deeds

MEMORIES ARE MADE OFTHIS!

.  .  .  take  a  looook  at  

the  muusic  makers

.  .  .  making  muusic

having  fuun  .  .  .

Praising  Good  .  .  .
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by Ray Walker

There is probably no end to the
number of things that people think
have special powers and can bring
them good luck. Basketball players
have their ‘magic’ shoes, golfers
their favored club or tee. Baseball
players the one-and-only bat and
for hundreds of years the Shamrock
has a special place in the hearts of
many. Most of us would be quite
skeptical if we were told that a sim-
ple piece of nylon fabric was
charmed and can bring good for-
tune but  . . . don’t try to tell Christ
the King founding parishioners,
George and Lucy Hollum that it is
not true, because they know it is.

In 1944, with World War II in
full swing, George Hollum was a
turret gunner in a B24 on a bomb-
ing mission to destroy an oil refin-
ery in Poland when they were
attacked and the plane disabled
over the Adriatic Sea. Unable to
make it to Yugoslavia because of
rapidly draining, bullet-ridden fuel
tanks, the crew opted to parachute
onto the rather large island of Brac,
off the coast. Rescued by fisher-
men, they were brought to a friend-
ly Yugoslavian military base and
eventually returned to their own
base in Italy.

During those trying days,
George guarded his precious life-
saving parachute as though it were
pure gold it had literally saved his

life. Little did he know how much it
would further enhance his life later
on.

Back in Italy, the idea came to
him to use the beautifully soft,

nylon fabric of the chute for his
fiancé, Lucy Parisi’s wedding dress
but, how was he going to get it
through military customs and back
to the USA? Inventive as always,
he took it to a seamstress in Italy
and had it made into an extra-large

dress there, which he intended to
have cut down to fit once he had it
home.

The plan worked perfectly;
with his valuable package back in
their home town of West New York,
New Jersey, Lucy was able to
employ Antoinette Vallone, who
was the personal seamstress for
Eleanor Roosevelt to re-design and
size the garment correctly. On
March 25, 1945, the parachute
proved its charmed life once more
when it brought Lucy to the altar in
St. Joseph’s Church where she and
George were married.

Following his military period,
George went to work for the
Prudential Life Insurance Company
in Harrison, New Jersey, while
Lucy was employed at RCA in the
same city. Both migrated to Florida
in 1953 when Prudential estab-
lished a large, regional office in
Jacksonville. They settled in the
Arlington area and were among the
founding members of Christ the
King Church in 1954.

George remembers being on
Harry Shimberg’s team that went
door to door all over Arlington,
seeking Catholics to make pledges
to build their first church gathering
place and establish their parish. In
1956, he and John Morgan, Father
Terry Morgan’s father, organized
the first altar boys association.
1958 saw him involved with the
newly-formed Boy Scouts and he

became the first Cub Scout Master.
He was a charter member of the
Knights of Columbus Council in
Arlington and starting in 1973, he
headed up the money counters at
Christ the King Church for 25
years.

Subsequent to their move to
Jacksonville in 1953, with her fam-
ily already boasting three children,
Ronald, Jack, and Marcia, Lucy
remained at home as a full time
home maker. All of her activities
were not confined to the house,
however, since she managed the
Christ the King School kitchen for
25 years. She was also an active
member of the umbrella woman’s
organization the Guild and was
president of the Kings and Queens
during the year they went to
Branson on an outstanding vacation
trip.

George is an avid golfer and
lays claim to having shot 6 holes in
one during his career (?) He enjoys
playing with many of Christ the
King’s pastors, including Father
(now Bishop) Thomas Larkin,
Monsignor Danaher and
Monsignor Lenihan.

The parachute that saved
George’s life almost 60 years ago
and the wedding dress it eventually
became must have been a real good
luck charm since George and Lucy
have been happily married 58 years
and still have the parachute/dress to
prove it.

George and Lucy Hollum-A Charmed LifeGEM

ABORTION
T h e

J e s u i t s
have declared that among all the grave jus-
tice issues, abortion is a key social issue. 

Our local Knights of Columbus Council
4727 has been an active opponent of abor-
tion for many years. Without fail, there is an
article about Right to Life in each monthly
issue of the Council bulletin. Right to Life
Director Jim Middleton PGK is an active
participant in the Right to Life marches held
annually in October. Would you be willing
to spend one day in jail, like Jim Middleton?

Adult Education and Faith Sharing
groups at Christ the King should be encour-
aged to establish discussion groups to edu-
cate our Church membership on the evils of
abortion and how we Catholics can take a
more pro-active part in opposing this grave
evil. 

Taking a Stand.
It turns out that Governor Davis is a

Democrat. Bishop Weigand goes on to ques-
tion whether anyone who supports abortion
can be a Catholic in good standing. This
may be considered a “hard statement” by
some, but it does beg the question of
whether your vote supporting a Democratic
candidate supports the abortion issue.  It is
nationally accepted that the Democratic
Party supports abortion. Whether a Catholic
can be a Democrat becomes a viable issue.

Why do our priests not speak out more
forcefully about this issue from the pulpit?
It’s been said, “they’re afraid to.” This

would seem to indicate that people will be
offended and quit coming to church. There’s
no question that attendance at Mass has
reduced, not only here at Christ the King but
all over the United States. There are many
reasons for lack of attendance that con-
tribute to this decline. Most of this can be
attributed to people having “little faith” or
“no faith.” If we have a deep faith, such dis-
tractions only serve to strengthen the faith of
“good Catholics.” We’ve had a video oppos-
ing the death penalty produced by the
Bishops of Florida shown at our Sunday
Masses; surely this cannot be considered as
momentous as the problem of abortion.

Bishop Weigand made reference to a
Vatican document “Doctrinal Note” which
spells out the moral obligations of Catholics
in the political arena. Many may attribute
this to changes resulting from Vatican II
when individual opinion and thinking was
encouraged. It still requires a well-formed
Christian conscience, which conforms to the
fundamentals of our faith and morals. It
does not permit one to vote for a political
program or law, which violates those funda-
mentals.

Action
Can it be true that our vote for a

Democratic candidate supports abortion?
Think about  your  politics! Become
informed. Attend information classes in the
parish. Read the Knights of Columbus bul-
letin monthly.  Be pro-active in your think-
ing.  Support Right to Life!

Continued from page 14
Coming soon

to 

Christ the
King

Annual 

Advent Tree

The elves have been busy making

colorful ornaments to represent the various

organizations that will benefit from your

gifts this Christmas!

You can pick out your ornaments

during the later part of November

Please be as generous

as you have been in the past
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by Eileen Porter, a Charter Member

The group of Stewardship Committee
members who set out for the International
Catholic Stewardship Convention in October
had mixed emotions. All members are still
totally committed to stewardship, but they
remembered the last time the entire group went
to a convention. It was the Saturday following
the September 11th attack. After many hours of
canceled and delayed flights we arrived in San
Diego to find the convention had been canceled.
To add to our problems, we went to San Diego
and our luggage went somewhere else.
Everyone was dismayed for many reasons and
tried to make the best of the situation but were
disappointed. After all the committee members
paid for this trip so they could learn more about
stewardship, not go sightseeing.

This year was different. We left Jacksonville
on Saturday October 4th. We took off on time,
arrived in Chicago on time and our luggage
arrived at the same time. The only unfortunate
thing was that our Stewardship Director, Pat
Thomas, who had been with us on all prior
conventions couldn’t be with us.

One of the bright spots was that two new
members were able to join us. They were part of
the new Junior Stewardship Committee which
was formed  this year. Carol Ann Black and
Sally Neaves proved  to be a delightful addition
to the group.

Saturday evening we attended the Vigil
Mass at Chicago’s Holy Name Cathedral. It is a
beautiful Cathedral with a particularly
interesting feature; when a Cardinal passes on
his red hat it is suspended from the domed
ceiling over the center altar and later
drifts down. The legend is
the hat drifts

down when the Cardinal’s soul enters Heaven.
The legend is probably a myth — but very
interesting.

Sunday was registration day, when we
registered and picked up our packets containing
the agenda and necessary supplies for the
meetings.

On Sunday afternoon the keynote address
was delivered by Mr. Julian Filochowski, a
graduate of England’s Churchill College,
Cambridge. Mr. Filochowski was a dynamic
speaker and delivered a stirring address on
“Stewardship in a Globalizing World.”

Sunday evening we were invited to a gala
reception hosted by the representatives of
church supplies, envelopes, books, etc. It was a
lovely party and gave us an opportunity to
renew old acquaintances from past conventions.

The workshops began Monday morning.
There were eleven committee members and
Father Thanh, so we arranged to attend different
workshops in order to be able to compare notes
later.

Father Thanh and several members attended
a very interesting workshop where Mr. Joseph
Wood was introduced as a lay witness who was
a wonderful example of being a good steward in
all areas of his life. One of the things mentioned
in Mr. Wood’s introduction was that he is the
father of twelve children. During the course of
Mr. Wood’s talk he told us that he and his wife
were the parents of four children when he was
approached about taking in four Chinese “boat
children.” He and his wife and children agreed
to do this. Later they legally adopted all four of
the children. Another phone call came and there
were four Vietnamese : “boat children” who
desperately needed a home. After another
family conference they welcomed these
children into their home and they were also
adopted by this family.

Following Mr. Wood’s talk, a question and
answer period was held and comments  were
requested. One of our committee members,
Ward Berkey, went to the microphone and

said that our pastor, Father Thanh was one of
those “boat people”. This information was
enthusiastically received. Father Thanh went
forward and spoke for a few minutes. His
remarks were applauded at great length.

We went to a number of workshops
following that one and came away from the
convention with a lot of new ideas and filled
with enthusiasm and with the hope that we will
be able to improve our stewardship program at
Christ the King.

One workshop was titled “Making
Stewardship Come Alive After A Decade” was
of particular interest to those of us from Christ
the King since we have been a total stewardship
parish for eleven years. Father James Lee
presented this workshop. Father Lee
emphasized the spiritual aspect of stewardship
that it should be Faith Raising rather than Fund
Raising. Also we should respond to Christ by
using the gifts He has given us in the service of
others. 

We are truly blessed at Christ the King in
many ways but our former “boat person  pastor”
is one of the greatest of these blessings.

We returned to Jacksonville on Tuesday,
October 7th, enthusiastic and ready for
November Stewardship Renewal.

Members of the Stewardship Committee
attending the convention are responsible for all
their own expenses including airfare, hotels,
meals and miscellaneous expenses.

One of the newest members of the Stewardship Committee,
Carol-Ann Black, shares her thoughts on her first National
Stewarship Convention on page 24.

STEWARDSHIP CONVENTION - CHICAGO  - 2003
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LITURGY

Altar Server Ministry
Interested youth 5th grade or older and
who have received First Holy
Communion. Once trained, they are
entered into a rotating schedule for the
Masses. Contact Page Peeler,724-4849.

“Extraordinary” 
Eucharistic Ministers
As an “Extraordinary” minister of the
Eucharist during the Mass you would be
asked to join the priest at the altar, partake
in communion and help the priest distrib-
ute communion to the congregation.
Candidates are chosen by the Pastor as
recommended by the priests and staff
members of the parish. Kathy and Richard
Daniels, coordinators, 743-9441. 

Visitation of the Sick
“Extraordinary” ministers bring the
Eucharist to the homebound or hospital-
ized. John Porter, 721-0489.

Gift Bearers
Families, Individuals or Parish Ministries
who want to bring the gifts to the altar dur-
ing Mass,  call Judy Zeaiter, 992-9591.

Lector Ministry
ALector does the readings and the Prayer
of the Faithful at Mass. If you would like
to be a reader, call Lucille Guzzone, 724-
9617.

Music Ministry
Any individual who has a talent with
music or can play an instrument or just
interested in the Singing Choir, Handbell
Choir, Funeral Choir, or being a Cantor for
Mass, call Bernie, 724-0080.

Sacristans
We help prepare for the celebration of
Mass. For more information on how you
can be a Sacristan, call Nick Debs, 744-
8749.

HOSPITALITY

Mass Greeters
Welcome all who come to Mass. This
team may offer the only contact many
parishioners have in our faith community.
Great opportunity for adults and families.
Contact the chief usher at the Mass you are
attending for more information.

Ushers
Men and women who commit to attend
the same Mass every week. They are
requested to wear a navy blue jacket and
to assist the  celebrant as needed.  Howard
Sell, 744-5937.

SPECIAL SERVICES

Altar Society
Individuals who care for the vessels, vest-
ments and linens used in the Liturgies.
Debbie Scobie, 723-3977.

Art & Environment Planning
Committee
Decorating the church and Gathering
Area, during different seasons of the
Church. Contact Terri Vogelsang, 744-
6310, for information on how you can
help.

Beautification Committee
Individuals and families who want to
beautify the church grounds.  Meet the
third Saturday of every month, 9 a.m.-
noon, in the church parking lot by the
fountain.  Come  join us in beautifying His
yard.  Robin Allison  641-2318

Religious Articles Gift Shop
Volunteers staff the gift shop before and
after Sunday Masses. Maureen McCook,
642-2725.

Sunday Childcare 
For 10:00 a.m. Mass
Christ the King Childcare for your 1-4-
year-old child in the Child Care Center.
Free of charge. Care is provided by par-
ents and those students (13+) who wish to
obtain service hours. Must be willing to be
fingerprinted. Call Cassy Morency at 641-
8311 to help or for more information.

PRAYER MINISTRIES

Daily Adoration
We need people who are willing to sign up
for one hour a week so that someone is
praying all during the day. Adoration is in
the Sacred Heart Chapel, Monday-Friday,
from 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Call Claretta
Lamusga, 743-9998. 

Nocturnal Adoration
Held on the first Friday of each month
from 10 p.m.-6 a.m. There are eight
groups who rotate their hour each month.
If you would like to join us in this prayer
ministry, call Paul Ghiotto, 727-5040.

Prayer Network
One of our most rewarding ministries -
praying for others in need - spiritual, health
related, and other. Call Peggy Mills, 646-
9417.

ORGANIZATIONS

ACT~ArlingtonChurches Together
This new ministry is out to clean-up
Arlington. Call Mr & Mrs. George
James, 725-4952 for information.

Christ the King Council of Catholic
Women (CKCCW)
Our board meets monthly, September-
June, to guide our eight circles who meet
at various times during the month. Our
General meeting is the last Thursday of
each month at 7 p.m. We welcome new
members.  Patrice Pruitt  645-6132

Widow/Widowers Support
For those who have lost loved ones. For
information contact Isabelle Fusco, 724-
5186 or read your bulletin for the next
meeting date, place, and time.

The Legion of Mary
Men and women who offer their
services to their pastor, to aid him in
performing spiritual works in the
parish. Members may be active or
auxiliary (praying).Weekly meetings
are held every Monday at 7 p.m. in
the rectory. Michael Mackin, 744-
6659.

M.O.M.S.  Ministry
Ministry of Mothers Sharing, is
designed to encourage prayer, discus-
sions, and friendships among women
of all ages. Beth Ethridge, 696-9726.

Queens and Kings (age 50+)
Our lively senior citizens socialize on the
second Sunday of each month from 1:30-
4 p.m., September through June. Do come
to enjoy! Call William Campbell, 724-
3777.

Respect Life 
We are a ministry wishing to make a dif-
ference in people’s lives by supporting the
Saint Gerard House, Project Rachel,
Respect Life Pilgrimage and the Diocesan
Respect Life Program. Sign up at the Time
and Talent Fair in November, or contact
Jim Middleton, 743-3953

Christ the King Courier 
Interested in publishing a newspaper?  We
need  desktop publishers, typists proof-
readers, reporters, photographers, etc. We
meet Wednesdays in the rectory at 7 p.m.
Judy, 724-0080.

Single & Single Again
Social/Informational program for single
adults and divorced adults. We meet on
Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. in the Shirley David
Hall. Call Marlene at 744-2641.

Sponsor Couples
Married couples needed to help
engaged couples discern if marriage
is for them. Jim and Mary Ann
Middleton, 743-3953, for further
information.

STEWARDSHIP, PARISH &
FINANCE COUNCILS

Stewardship Committee
A committee appointed by the pastor,
under the direction of Pat Thomas,
stewardship director, oversees the
Time, Talent and Treasure (TTT)
program. Call Pat Thomas, 724-0080
regarding questions.
Finance Committee

Thirteen member committee selected
by the pastor. Their work on the
council should be considered a min-
istry with a commitment to steward-
ship.  Contact Father Thanh Thai
Nguyen.

Parish Council
The Parish Council is a consultative
body that the pastor can pray and
reflect with, and ask for assistance to
guide in the overall care/ministry of
the Parish and the enhancement of its
mission. Meetings are the first
Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
in the Rectory. Call Mike Mackin,
744-6659. It is made up of represen-
tatives (President, Chairperson or
Facilitator) from each ministry in the
Parish, as well as representatives
from the Finance Council, Christ the
King School, Christ the King
Daycare, Athletic Association,
Scouts, Knights of Columbus,
Marriage Encounter, Sponsor
Couples, and Wedding Coordinator.
Elections are held every two years to
elect a President, vice-president, sec-
retary-recording, and secretary- cler-
ical from the body of representatives.

ST. VINCENT dePAUL
PROGRAMS

Vincentians
We were founded by people who care
about the problems of those around
them. We care and would like you to
share the care with us. For informa-
tion on how to become a Vincentian,
call 807-7233, ext #1, and leave a
message.

St Vincent de Paul 
Emergency Assistance
We need volunteers to work in the St.
Vincent de Paul office in the rectory,
providing referrals, and assisting
people who need immediate help.
Hours are from 10 a.m.- noon,
Monday through Friday, call 724-
8442.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
ADULTS

Adult Education Committee
Committee to develop and imple-
ment an Adult Education program for
the parish. Program sessions are held
twice a year before Faith Sharing
Small Groups begin and are meant to
enhance faith sharing. Call Betty
Wheeler, 724-9662.

Faith Sharing Small Groups
Small groups of people meeting in
private homes to discuss the Sunday
readings, Scripture and current
events that effect our Catholic faith..
Contact Alick Hardie, 745-5971.

R.C.I.A.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Preparing people to enter the
Catholic Church through an inquiry
and catechetical process. Call James
Scott, 642-0059.

Emmaus
Young adults (18-39) coming togeth-
er in fellowship and to learn more
about their faith. Call Jenifer Little,
398-0978.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
YOUTH

Religious Education for Students
Opportunity for students grades 1- 8
to learn/experience the Catholic faith
with others in their age group.
Sessions held August -May in the
school on Wednesdays, 7-8 p.m.
Sunday Mass attendance required.
Certified teachers are always wel-
come to apply, and volunteers are
needed on a regular basis. Call
Wednesday evenings from 7-8p.m.,
708-7416 or Lucille Guzzone, 724-
9617.

Vacation Bible School
A week long summer program (usu-
ally in July) for children ages 4-11
years to help deepen their faith and
involvement in the Christian commu-
nity. Fun for everyone. Call Betty
Wheeler, 724-9662, for information.

PRE-TEEN PROGRAM
The Edge
This youth program is designed to
minister to boys and girls 6-8 grades
of all faiths from uniquely Catholic
base. Call Melissa Balaguer, 398-1961;
Lin  Stormatt, 725-7907.

TEEN PROGRAM

Teen Stewardship
Teens share their Time, Talent, and
Treasure with their parish, call Laurie
Plotz, 725-9015.

LIFE TEEN PROGRAMS, 398-1961
Director: Nancy Powers

Coordinator: Christina Venezia

LIFE TEEN 
Youth ministry program with a strong focus
on the Eucharist. Meet Sunday for Mass -
5:00 p.m. LIFE Night (fellowship) after-
wards. Call Christina, 398-1961

LIFE TEEN - Core Team &
LIFE Goes On
Over 18, have a love for teens, and
are not currently a parent of a teen?
Call Christina, 398-1961, for more
information on meeting times.

LIFE Support
Any adults, parents, relatives, neighbors,
etc. interested in supporting the LIFE
TEEN program. Membership is open to
all. Activities are creative, fun, exciting,
and diverse, call Stephanie Henry, 642-
5754

Music for LIFE
Any adult with advanced musical skills
who is willing to help put teens faith, feel-
ing and thoughts about God into words
through song and praise. Call Phil
Militante, 398-1961.

CHILD CARE

Child Care Center
Adults wanting to share their talents in
three different subcommittees: education-
al, plant facilities, and fund raising, contact
Theresa Little, 724-7239.

CHRIST THE KING SCHOOL

Christ the King Catholic School
Grades Pre-K thru 8th grade. The princi-
pal is Janet Morton. The school has many
needs for volunteers on a daily, weekly,
and  monthly basis. The school seeks
assistance in the office, cafeteria, library,
and clinic. Volunteers are needed as board
members and business partners, room
mothers, and speakers. Help with the
yearly golf tournament is also needed, call
724-2954.

SCOUTING PROGRAMS

Boy Scouts
Troop 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church.  Boys 6-12th  grade.  Meet
Tuesdays, 7 p.m.,  in the Scout Hut, call
Fred Gardner, 720-0297

Catholic Scouting Committee
Adult individuals interested in providing
youth ministry through the scouting pro-
gram.  Meets four times a year; organizes
and implements “Catholic Camporee” for
all Scouts once a year; attend spring
awards ceremony. Training provided, call
Donna, 641-0698.

Cub Scouts
Pack 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys in grades 1 - 5. Dens meet
weekly in the Scout Hut, call John Nolen,
744-6573.

Girl Scouts
Girls of different age levels that meet
weekly or bi-weekly in one of the church
halls after school or in the evenings, call
Nancy D’Antoni, 745-9652.

SPECIALASSISTANCE

Advent Tree
A program that puts smiles on  faces of
people at Christmas. Those who share
time and talent in this ministry help put up
the Advent Tree with special paper orna-
ments. Parishioners choose ornaments to
take home, purchase the gift, and return
the ornament with the gift attached to it.
Volunteers are needed to help distribute
the gifts to nursing homes, orphanages,
etc, call Trudy Cameron, 724-0511.

Habijax - Habitat for Humanity
Forms partnerships between those in need
and those who are willing to put their faith
into action by donating their time, talent,
and treasure to construct new homes,  call
Bill Damato, 744-5164.

I. M. Sulzbacher
Individuals who give two hours of their
time to 400-500 men, women and chil-
dren the third Tuesday of each month by
saying grace, serving dinner, and cleaning
up the kitchen, call Bill Iglesias, Jr., 828-
3586 or Ann Franklin, 745-0627.

MEDICALSERVICES

Blood Drive 
Twice a year Christ the King Church,
along with the Florida Georgia Blood
Alliance, holds a blood drive, call Karlene
Simmons, 642-8319.

Christ the King Clinic
Staffed by doctors, registered nurses, and
ancillary support people. They donate
their services the fourth Saturday of each
month,9a.m.-1p.m., call Willie Blaquiere,
744-5447.

Parish Nurse Ministry
Nurses who belong to Christ the King
Parish willing to volunteer their time and
talent to support the ministry of health
within the parish, call Barbara, 724-1776.

AFFILIATED 
ORGANIZATIONS

Christ the King
Athletic Association (CKAA)
Serves children (ages 5-12, boys;  5-
15, girls) who believe that youth ath-
letics provide valuable lessons in cit-
izenship/teamwork. Also, if you
would like to contribute toward the
cost associated with registering a
child for a C.K.A.A. sport, call Mike
Klima, 726-5502.

Cursillo 
A Renewal movement of individuals
in the Church who want to deepen
their faith and enhance their walk
with Christ, call Carl Ludwig, 724 -
8485.

K’ Cees
Organization of Catholic Women,  an
auxiliary of the Knights  of
Columbus Council 4727. They
help/support the Knights.  Meetings
are in the Knights of Columbus Hall
on the fourth Tuesday of each month
at 8 p.m. Call Laura Morris, 220-
7671 for information.

Knights of Columbus 
Organization of Catholic men and
their families dedicated to promoting
concepts of charity, unity, fraternity
and patriotism. If you are a practicing
Catholic man,  at least 18 yrs. old,
and interested in fellowship with
people who share the same beliefs,
call Mike Yarborough, 724-8983.

L ’ Arche Harbor House
Mutual ministry with members and assis-
tants, building community support and
awareness to the needs and gifts of the dis-
abled members of the L’ Arche Harbor
House family, call Patrick Mayhew, 721-
5992.

OFFICE / RECTORY
Rectory Office Volunteers
Adults willing to volunteer a morn-
ing/afternoon/all day Monday thru
Friday 9a.m.-5p.m.. Different posi-
tions available: receptionist, clerical,
computer operator. Call the Rectory
at 724-0080 for more information.

PREPARATION FOR 
MARRIAGE

Pre Cana/ Engaged Encounter
For information on upcoming work-
shops and weekends, call 308-7474.

Marriage Encounter
A program designed to teach married
couples how to better communicate,
to strengthen and support Christian
marriage.  Contact Emilo and
Theresa Gonzalez-Chavez, 721-
0012.  

Continued on page 23
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by Frank Becht

For almost 30 years a group of concerned citizens have served women
and families in crisis pregnancy situations. Today, we know this organi-
zation as the Emergency Pregnancy Services of Jacksonville. (EPS).

Recently EPS instituted a program to help increase its ability to serve
women in need through a membership campaign in which donors were
encouraged to become a “Partner for Life.” Contributions from $25 to
$1000 or more were solicited. On July 16, 2003, a special ceremony was
held at the center located at 1555 Oak Street, Jacksonville, Florida.
Monsignor Mortimer Danaher gave a special blessing and dedication of
the “Touching Hearts Memorial” honoring those in the Benefactor class
of having donated $1000 or more.

Several board members, St. Vincent’s Health System representatives
and the Powers Family were in attendance. A luncheon for those in atten-
dance followed.

EPS provides all services at no cost to clients. They provide extensive
services such as Pregnancy Testing, Sonograms, Counseling, Perinatal
Education, Teen Mentoring, Adoption Advocacy, Infant Health and
Nutrition, and Material Support. Donations of all types including infant
and children’s clothing and baby items are needed.

The EPS staff is comprised of Tracie Cox, Executive Director; Gloria
Stelma, Office Manager; Melissa Hand, Administrative Assistant;
Heather Palmer, Educational Coordinator and Mellisa Thompson,
Sonographer who is employed by Miracles Maternity.

Please lend your support to this very worthwhile program.  

Emergency Pregnancy Services

MOM WAS GOING TO ABORT ME TODAY

by Melissa Thompson LPN
Ultrasound Technician

My mom was going to abort me today
I felt her surge of adrenaline

My heart raced
My body jumped

I didn’t feel very good 
She went to Emergency Pregnancy Services

Her pocket was full of money

My mom was going to abort me today
She cried with a counselor and

I bobbed in the waves of her womb
I felt all of her sadness

She said it was already Too Hard with five children at home
She said my dad is very mean

My mom cries a lot

My mom was going to abort me today
Until

Until she saw my hazy gray body
I put on the performance of a lifetime

I squirmed
I wiggled

I turned, twisted, and flipped
I curled my toes then convinced her to paint my room blue

I   s-t-r-e-t-c-h-e-d   out my fingers and waved 
“Hi  Mom”

She cried and I bobbed in the waves of OUR womb

My Mom decided to keep me today
My heart raced

My body jumped
I felt all her happiness

I giggled with her
I feel great

My MOM decided to keep me today

This is a true story inspired 
by a 15 week fetus through ultrasound on February 11, 2003

Tracie Cox, Executive Director, and Msgr. Mortimer Danaher

EPS staff:  Tracie Cox, Melissa Hand, Heather Palmer, 
Gloria Stelma, and Mellisa Thompson

by Carol-Ann Black

Christ the King is planning a
party.  A birthday party  on
September 26, 2004 to celebrate
the founding of the parish fifty
years ago in 1954. A series of
events is being planned that will
begin around Easter and culminate
in September, 2004.  

At this time plans are not final-
ized, of course, but on the list of
possible events is the Birthday
Dinner itself, a 5K run, a logo
design contest, and a Choir
Festival on September l8, 2004.
The festival is indeed already on
the calendar.  A commemorative
quilt is being planned and you will
see requests for assistance in future
bulletins and in the Courier. A spe-
cial remembrance of the founding
families is being done.

There is an active committee at
this time, but we need more volun-
teers with some innovative ideas
on how best to organize this excit-
ing event. Meetings are held at the
rectory on the second Tuesday of
the month. This is your invitation
to attend those meetings. For a lit-
tle more information call Carol-
Ann (221-2642) or Monica (743-
6005) or check out the Website at
www.ctk50thweb.info.

CChhrr ii ss tt     TThhee     KKiinngg
FFii ff tt ii ee tthh

AAnnnniivveerr ssaa rryy

continued from page 22

Christ the King Ministries

Ministriy of Hope
If you have lost a loved you know the anguish
and suffering that goes with that loss. Others
have been through this same trauma. The
Ministry of Hope brings those who have suf-
fered and those who are suffering together. Call
Sue, 221-7143 for information.

Elizabeth Ministry
This ministry deals withe the joys, sorrows and
challenges of life during the childbearing years
and beyond. It includes pregnancy/pregnancy
complications, birth, infant/child crisis, special
needs, miscarriage, stillbirth and inant or child
death. Call Wendi, 724-5579 for more infoma-
tion and/or to volunteer. 
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By Carol-Ann Black

A week ago I was winging my
way to Chicago to attend the
International Catholic Stewardship
Conference. I was wondering
whether it was really worth all the
expense and the trouble and the
time to do this. After the keynote
address on Sunday afternoon, I
KNEW with certainty that it was.
That address alone was worth the
trip. The workshops of the ensuing
two days were icing on the cake.

The Christ the King delegation
consisted of Father Thanh and
eleven stewardship council
members. Only two of us were first
timers. The purpose of this annual
conference is to reinforce and
recognize the efforts of the global
Catholic community in building the
spirit of stewardship in our parishes
and in our personal, daily lives. The
conference was very like any other
secular convention, in that our days
were filled with various workshops
dealing with our “business” of
stewardship.

Some of my chosen workshops
were—Family Stewardship:Ties

That Bind; Young Adults and
Stewardship; Stewardship and
Social Justice; By Example and
Invitation: Training and Using Lay
Witnesses. This all sounds a bit dry
and dreary, but the presentations
were all lively and innovative and
conducted by people (mostly
young) totally committed to and
enthused by the concept of
stewardship as a way of life and the
perspectives that they were trying
to share.

So what did I get out of all this?
I would say that I gained an
expanded sense of what
stewardship means. It is not just an
economic plan for financing our
parishes and schools. It is a sharing
of ALL that we have individually
and in communion with others. It is
a committment to sharing our
personal assets on a local and
global level. It is a committment of
our families, as in the case of my
first speaker who with his wife and
four children took in eight
Vietnamese children and raised
them into happy adulthood. A CTK
moment in this session occurred,
when one of our group stood up and
informed the gathering that our
pastor was once one of these boat
people newly arrived in the United
States. Father Thanh  was then
invited to speak about this example
of Family Stewardship. A very
moving moment.

When we took up the subject of
Young Adults and Stewardship the
gist of the discussion was that
Young Adults (the twenties to
forties) are a different bunch with a
different perspective on the world
which includes their religious and
parish lives. Most don’t recall a
time when John Paul II was not

pope; most have no recollection of
a pre-Vatican church; all have lived
more mobile lives in a highly
technological world—and we, as
parish and diocesan leaders, had
best come to grips with their world.
Or continue to struggle with our
need for their time, talent and
treasure. Stewardship and Social
Justice brings me back to my
comments about the keynote
address at the beginning of the
conference.

The title of the address was
“Following Jesus Christ Today”:
Compassion for the Poor and
Globa l i s ing
Stewardship.
The speaker
was Julian
Filochowski.
He was born
and educated
in the UK and
worked as a
volunteer in
C e n t r a l
America from 1969 to 1973. He
returned to England and has
worked continually in the areas of
Aid and Development;
Humanitarian assistance;
International debt; Theology and
development. The thrust of his talk
was that the oldest teachings and
practices of our Church require us
all to alleviate “the misery and
suffering, both far and near, not
only out of her abundance but also
out of her necessities.” (Pope John
Paul II in Sollicitudo Rei Socialis) 

He referred constantly to the
message of the Holy Father that we
must be just stewards of all our
riches on a global basis, and that we
must extend our thinking to
political and economic decisions

that we face. It was a strong jab at a
complacent Church of abundance,
but filled with his mission to
minister to the most needy among
us. Referring to the teachings of
Pope John Paul II he said, “The
constant and radical teaching of the
Church throughout the centuries as
to how we utilise our time, talents
and treasure makes disturbing
reading for us as Christian
stewards.”  

On Monday, after a day filled
with “stewardship classes,” came
the most beautiful part of the entire
conference. Mass was celebrated
by Cardinal Frances George of
Chicago at Holy Name Cathedral.
Most of us walked the mile up
Michigan Avenue to the cathedral.
The bright sunshine and lake
breeze cleared our heads for the
celebration to come. All of the
priests and bishops who attended
the conference concelebrated the
Mass. Cardinal George delivered
the homily encouraging us to
embrace stewardship as a way of
life and to take his message home
to our parishes. Music was
performed by a fine brass quartet
and on the grand organ of this 1874
cathedral. After Mass, when
everyone had passed from the
cathedral, Cardinal George
remained at the door greeting us
and shaking hands, thanking us for
attending the Mass. A beautiful
finish of a very intense day.

How does this all impact Christ
the King parish? That remains to be
seen—how we carry this message
of Stewardship as a Way of Life to
our parish. Given some of the
challenges facing our parish at this
time, our work is cut out for us.

IImmpprreessss iioonnss     oo ff     MMyy    FFiirrss tt     SStteewwaarrddsshhiipp     CCoonnffeerreennccee

Laura Satterwhite

On September 28th of this year
our parish held its second annual
St. Vincent de Paul Sunday wherein
the Society asked the parishioners
to participate in the celebration by
bringing items of food and placing
it in baskets on the altar. By the
amount of food collected there is
not a shadow of a doubt concerning
the generosity of the people of
Christ the King and our baskets
“runneth over.”

When the St. Vincent de Paul
Society is mentioned here at our
parish, most of you probably have a
mental picture of our food baskets
and the poor boxes located in the
gathering area. You are also aware
that the main work of the Society is

to bring aid and comfort to the
poor.  But do you ever wonder how
this all came about? Who was
Vincent de Paul and when did he
live? The answers to these
questions were lovingly unfolded
by our pastor, Father Thanh, as he
told the story of Vincent’s life on
that special Sunday.

Vincent de Paul was born in
1581 in France. He knew early in
life that he wanted to be a priest and
after being
ordained he
was sent to
Paris.  After
serving the
nobility for a
number of
years a
p r o f o u n d
s p i r i t u a l
c h a n g e
occurred in
Vincent and he decided to devote
his life to the service of the poor.
He responded to the call.

In working with the poor he
said that, though the poor are often
rough, we must not judge by the
exterior. It is our duty to serve them
because we are serving Jesus who

so loved the poor. Father Thanh
said that Vincent de Paul’s insight
about the poor could only come
from a profound spiritual life.
Vincent found consolation in
prayer and knew that he was
working for God. 

Vincent’s work on behalf of the
poor was prodigious. He, along
with Louise de Marillac founded
orphanages for the many
abandoned children. His interests

were many
and varied but
a l w a y s
directed to the
less fortunate.
He founded
the Sisters of
Charity and
was involved
in education
not only for
children but

also schools of apprenticeship for
adults. He provided models for
government institutions, and he
helped soldiers and their families
ravaged by wars.

When old age overtook him and
his legs could no longer take him
where he wanted to go he had his

assistants carry him to where he
could do the most good. He died in
Paris in 1660 and was canonized in
1737. Vincent is a patron of all
works of charity. 

Father Thanh concluded with
some very provoking thoughts.  He
said that today we are stronger, live
longer, are able to walk on the
moon, replace body parts; yet we
still have the poor with us. We still
have wars, racism is still with us,
and we ingest drugs that destroy
our bodies. “You and I are
reminded that we are to love our
neighbors as we love ourselves.
We are to love them as Jesus loves
us.” Father went on to say that
knowledge is important and
enthusiasm is important, but they
are not enough. He reminded us of
the words spoken by Frederic
Ozanam, “You must love the poor
or they will never forgive you for
the bread you give them.”

Again the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul graciously thanks
you for your continuing support of
our Society. You provide the means
and the Society provides the arms
and legs. Together we can do great
things.

St. Vincent
de Paul
Sunday
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by Peggy Mills

The Prayer Network was start-
ed about five years ago by Donnell
Baer at the request of Father Robert
Baker, our pastor at the time, who
is now Bishop of South Carolina.
Donnell had undergone cancer sur-
gery six months before and been
given a dire prognosis of three to
six months to live. She decided she
was going to put her life in God’s
hands, and His will would be done.
Many people prayed for her and
she felt the prayers really helped
her.

In order to get the Prayer
Network started Donnell decided to
put a notice in the church bulletin
and asked interested parishioners to
call her. After several people had
signed up, a prayer chain was
formed with designated members
calling other members to pass the
requests along. After a few months,
it was decided to send the requests
by e-mail. Donnell would call
Blanche Iglesias or call me and we
would send the requests by e-mail
to all the members on the Network
list. Donnell did not have a com-
puter but a word processor and she
typed up the lists to be put in the
church. Lee Callahan assisted by
editing the list before printing.
After awhile the Prayer Chain was
discontinued in favor of e-mail and
phone requests.

Many people called in their
requests. The requests are not limit-
ed to Catholics or to local residents.
Copies of the most current list were
put outside the church and chapel
doors for parishioners to pick up.

Donnell and her husband
Charles moved to St. Augustine
Beach in June of 2002 and we all
miss her very much. Before she left

Donnell asked me to take over as
coordinator of the Network and I
accepted because I feel it is a help-
ful and rewarding ministry.

Many miracles and  healings
have been received through the
Prayer network in the past several
years. Prayer is a great gift and it
has often been said that as you pray
for others, you also are blessed
because you are giving something
to help others, and no one can have
too many prayers.

After receiving a prayer request
I send them out to all on the e-mail
list about once or twice a week so
Network members can start pray-
ing for the people immediately.
Every two to four weeks, my
daughter-in-law, Joy Mills, makes
copies of the updated list at the rec-
tory and places them in the church
and chapel.

At present, about 50 people are
on the e-mail list and new members
are always welcome. Please call me
at 646-9717 if you wish to make a
prayer request or receive the e-
mails.

The Prayer Network
Recount 

His deeds . . .

The Surprise Wedding
Guest

by Barbara Hanuscin 

There are so many things to do
to prepare for a wedding. There is
the period of time required by the
Catholic Church for examination
and reflection by the couple of
what the marriage commitment
truly means. The desires of the
bride and groom will determine the
size and style of the wedding and of
course this helps to form the guest
list. All the other preparations
depend on these. 

Recently I had the pleasure of
being involved, along with many
others, in the wedding of a couple
from Christ the King parish. What
started out with thoughts of a small
wedding soon grew to a large cere-
mony with over twenty-one people
involved in the actual ceremony.
This growth was due to the com-
munity wanting to pull together to
show the couple the love they have
for them as their brothers and sis-
ters in Christ. 

Friends offered many services
as a way to show their love such as:
food preparation, disc jockey and
music, photography, a teen dance
troupe to perform, the wedding
cake, flowers and decorations, as
well as muscles for set-up and take-
down and cleaning of the hall. 

As usual, on the day of the
wedding, the bride was beautiful
and the groom was handsome. The
wedding party looked like it
stepped from the pages of Bride’s
magazine. As is customary, guests
were attired in their finest gar-
ments. Because of my small role in
the wedding, I was seated in the
front on the Blessed Virgin’s side
of the church, which gave me a
“front row” seat. One particular
guest seemed to appear from
nowhere and definitely stood out
from the others. Ever so quietly, a
disheveled gentleman had slipped
in through the side door during the
ceremony. His clothing was faded
old jogging pants with small holes
in the fabric and a dirty, torn shirt
that did not completely cover his
belly. His shoes were well-worn
sneakers and he wore no socks. His
hair was mussed and he had sever-
al days worth of hair growth on his
face. A stick for assistance with
balance and a brown paper bag
were his accessories. 

After the wedding party had
received Christ in the Eucharistic

Bread and Wine, the other guests
were in line to receive as well. The
gentleman made his way to the
front of the line ahead of all others
calmly and patiently, waiting for
the Eucharistic minister and priest.
He stood there waiting for them to
offer him the host and cup. I
noticed a few of the wedding guests
had puzzled looks on their faces as
if to wonder, “Who is he and where
did he come from?” Most of the
guests however, were focused on
Who they were receiving and con-
tinued on as if they had not taken
note of anyone or anything unusu-
al. 

I recognized the gentleman as a
former Society of St. Vincent de
Paul client whom I had visited over
ten years ago. The gentleman and
his wife live in one of the hotels on
the expressway. They clearly had
some developmental and physical
difficulties. Their simplicity and
caring for one another had touched
me deeply on the visit. They had
few possessions and their most
prized possession was their bible,
which they were most proud to say
they read throughout the day. Their
thirst for their God was not devel-
opmentally delayed by any means.
I remember taking a prospective
Vincentian along on the call to their
“home”. That visit convinced her
that it was her calling to join Saint
Vincent de Paul as well and she has
been with Saint Vincent de Paul
ever since. 

I reflected on the Vincentian
application, which is “to see the
face of Christ in all we serve”. Like
the song “what so ever you do for
the least of my people, that you do
unto me.”  It is in doing this that we
are serving Christ. I knew in an
instant that Christ was present in
this “surprise wedding guest.” I
smiled as the gentleman made his
way in front of me and he smiled
back in recognition. In later con-
versations with the bride and
groom, they too seemed to feel the
very same way. The groom
remarked that he had looked up and
it was as if the gentleman had
appeared out of nowhere and left as
quickly. The couple is the type who
share their love of Christ with oth-
ers. This guest was a sign of a most
unique and special blessing on their
wedding day.

The next time you feel like God can’t use
you just remember....

NOAH was a drunk.
ABRAHAM was too old.
ISAAC was abused.
JACOB was a liar.
JOSEPH was a daydreamer.
MOSES had a stuttering problem.
GIDEON was afraid.
SAMSON had long hair and was a womanizer!
JEREMIAH and TIMOTHY were too young.
DAVID had an affair and was a murderer.
ELIJAH was suicidal.
ISAIAH preached naked.
JONAH ran from God.
JOB went bankrupt.
JOHN the Baptist ate bugs.
PETER denied Christ.
The DISCIPLES fell asleep while praying.
MARTHA worried about everything.
MARY MAGDALENE was, well, you know . . .
The SAMARITAN WOMAN was divorced – more than once
PAUL was too religious.
TIMOTHY had an ulcer.
and LAZARUS WAS DEAD!
No more excuses now!  God's waiting to use your full potential.

Short But Sweet
Joy to this day

For Jesus is here
He brings our hearts smiles

He loves us so
He will never let go
Let everyone rejoice

With a loving, caring voice

I love you for always and evermore
Amen.

Kathryn Lynn Robinson
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by Jim Middleton

LIFE CHAIN 2003 for the Southside area was held Sunday, October
5 from 2 to 3 p.m. on Atlantic Boulevard from Monument Road eastward.
Over 350 people, lay and clergy, participated in this event led by Bishop
Galeone.  Christ the King was well represented in this number.

Other Jacksonville area LIFE CHAINs were held in Orange Park on
Blanding Boulevard and in Jacksonville Beach on A1A.

LIFE CHAIN is a peaceful, prayerful demonstration in which pro-life
people make a statement to their communities protesting the evil of abor-
tion.  In this country there are over 1.5 million nationwide and over
70,000 in florida yearly.  The LIFE CHAINs are held simultaneously all
across the country every year on the first Sunday of October.

Christ the King Parishioners Participate in
LIFE CHAIN

Bishop Galeone & Frank Becht
exchange observations 

Parishioner Louie O’Neal arrived
early and stayed late

two submitted by Mickey Kenny

Cherry Crisp
2 cans cherry pie filling
1 pkg butter pecan cake mix
butter (generous)
Grease a 9 x 12 casserole dish and
put in 2 cans of cherry pie filling.
Sprinkle cake mix over cherries.
Dot with butter.  How much butter
you ask?  Generous is always best.
You can substitute other fruit pie
filling instead.  Bake at 350º for 30
to 45 minutes or until it looks good.
Summer Ambrosia
4 cans Mandarin oranges
2 mediums cans diced pineapple
1 package coconut, shredded
1 large package tiny marshmallows
2 cups sour cream, NOT lightroast-
ed pecans (optional) (can be salted)
Mix together everything but roast-
ed pecans and chill at least four
hours.  Mix pecans in just before
serving. If you use salted pecans, it
makes a great contrasting taste.  I
use this as dessert .  If you long
for more work, peel oranges and
cut sections away from any peel.

R e c i p e  C o r n e r

by Frank Becht

On August 6, 2003 Christ the
King parishioner Jim Setser, a long
time local bowler, was inducted into
the Dayton Ohio Bowling
Association Hall of Fame. Jim
returned to his bowling roots for this
once- in-a- lifetime honor.

Jim started his bowling career in
the early 1960’s following in his
father footsteps. In 1975, the ABC
National Championship came to
Dayton where Jim competed against
bowlers from around the country. On
that occasion, he captured the singles
event with a 756 series. Because of
his singles championship, he earned
the opportunity to compete in Milwaukee for the eighth World
Tournament in London as a member of the FIQ (Federation Internationale
des Quilleurs).There he competed with bowlers from around the world.

Jim was instrumental in having the ABC Championship come to
Jacksonville though his friendship with Steve James who worked at ABC
headquarters. In 1988, he also made his mark locally when the ABC
National Championship Tournament came to the Prime Osborn
Convention Center in Jacksonville. Jim’s dream had come true.

Having bowled an 823 series, one perfect game, one 299 game and
several 290 games is only a partial list of his many accomplishments, but
he is quick to credit his success to his father who got him started early in
the sport and instilled in him a desire to do his best.

Jim continues to bowl competitively in Jacksonville where he has
lived since 1983.

Congratulations, Jim Setser, on your outstanding achievements!

S e t s e r ’s  H a l l  o f  F a m e

Broccoli-Chutney Salad

submitted by Darlene O’Neal

1 bunch broccoli flowerets
red grapes
1 cup almonds, toasted
¾ cup chopped sweet onion
½ cup mayo
½ teaspoon curry powder
1  9oz.  jar cranberry chutney 

Mix mayo, chutney, and curry
powder together before adding to
other ingredients.  Chill before
serving.

ENJOY!

submitted by Cynthia Surles
by Jeanette Hiscock & The Grade Four Class Holy Redeemer Elementary
Spaniard’s Bay, Newfoundland Canada

“Mummering” is a very old Newfoundland custom that dates back to
the time of the earliest settlers who came to our land from England and
Ireland. 

Sometime during the twelve days of Christmas, usually on the night
of the “Old Twelfth”, people would disguise themselves with old articles
of clothing and visit the homes of their friends and neighbours. They
would even cover their faces with a hood, scarf, mask or pillowcase to
keep their identity hidden. Men would sometimes dress as women and
women as men. They would go from house to house. They usually carried
their own musical instruments to play, sing and dance in every house they
visited. The host and hostess of these ‘mummers parties’ would serve a
small lunch of Christmas cake with a glass of syrup or blueberry or dog-
berry wine. All mummers usually drink a Christmas “grog” before they
leave each house. (A grog is a drink of an alcoholic beverage such as rum
or whiskey.) 

When mummers visit, everyone in the house starts playing a guessing
game. They try to guess the identity of each mummer. As each one is
identified they uncover their faces, but if their true identity is not guessed
they do not have to unmask.

For a time the old tradition of “Mummering”, or “Jannying” as it is
sometimes called, seemed to fade, especially in the larger centers of
Newfoundland. But in recent years, thanks to the popular musical duo,
Simini, who wrote and recorded “The Mummer’s Song” in 1982, mum-
mering has been revived. It is just as prevalent and popular as it was years
ago and young and old look forward to dressing up this Christmas, knock-
ing on a friend’s door and calling out “ANY MUMMERS ALLOWED
IN?” 

Tradit ion

Mummering

Traditions/family rituals make the world go ‘round. 
Does your family have any special rituals that you would like

to share? Submit your family story to the Courier and we
would be happy to spotlight it.
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by Darlene O’Neal

Thank you, thank you Bernie
Sans for inviting such a wonderful
trio of musicians to Christ the King
Church for an evening of “feel
good music.” The first
Contemporary Religious Music
Concert took place on Saturday
night, October 18th. Denis Grady,
Dan Agajanian, and his son Garrett
opened with a real toe-tappin’ ver-
sion of “Fly Away” that made you
want to get up and move.

Dan and Garrett alternated on
the banjo, mandolin, fiddle and
guitar throughout the performance,
with Denis on the guitar. Dan sang
an especially touching song enti-
tled “Little Tommy Jones”. Denis
joked about visiting a nursing
home and a little old lady named
Clara making a pass at him. He
dedicated the following song “ I
Feel You Coming  Closer, Lord” to
her. 

Garrett sang a song “Demons
In The Corners” which he had writ-
ten after 9/11. It told about the tow-
ers coming down, bridges burning,
rumors spreading, in a “world that
don’t love Jesus,” and Jesus com-
ing to see if anyone’s around. This
young man has humility as well as
talent.

Dan did a take on Billy
Graham, asking if everyone had
their bibles with them, before
singing “Bible Time”.  Letters to
God was a funny bit about letters
that children write to God. The

Cajun number Dan sang gave you
the feeling you were down in the
bayou in Louisiana——AEEE!
Everyone was clapping to the
music. 

Denis, Dan, and Garrett had
everybody in stitches with their
version of Hee Haw. The jokes
were corny but funny, and just the
right medicine for making you for-
get whatever problems you might
have brought with you. Their ver-
sion of “Dueling Banjos” was good
too, especially since one was a
mandolin. Dan got serious as he
told about his trip to Medjugorje
and his spiritual experience while
there. He has plans to return with a
friend.

The trio ended their perform-
ance with “Swing Low, Sweet
Chariot”. If you were not part of
the audience for this concert, you
missed some good music and good
wholesome entertainment. Special
guest, Shellie Jacobs, was delayed
on the way to the church and
arrived as people were leaving.
Being a real trouper, she set up her
music, sat down on the steps in
front of the altar and sang. What a
beautiful voice and what a shame
most of the people had already left
the church. She also sang a request-
ed song “You Are Mine” with a lit-
tle girl named Alexis Kostecki.
Christ the King parish was fortu-
nate to have these talented people
come to our church and hopefully,
they will come back soon. Thanks
again, Bernie for inviting them.

Toe Tappin’ With The Lord

Our New Kitchen - Thank’s to our Donor

See our new refrigerator
gleaming brightly in the

picture up above 

To our right
we see our

beautiful new
pressure
cooker.

On our left is our
brand new dishwasher

with a drainboard
complete with a 

handheld sprayer for
those baked on dishes.

Everyone can
eat an ice cream from

our new freezer 
pictured in the  

foreground.

Dan, Denis, & Garrett ~ Musical Group from Canada

Alexis (our parishioner) sits mesmerized by Shellie
(from St. Patricks)who sang for us 



by Frank Becht

Charles and Hazel Edwards are
both transplants to Jacksonville;
they are both from Alabama and
made their move back in the
1940’s. Charles M. Edwards is the
only child of Louis and Clara
Edwards.

Charles was born and raised in
Birmingham, Alabama where he
attended public schools. He and his
family were not Catholic. After
graduation from high school, he
joined the United States Air Force
and served in several locations dur-
ing World War II. 

Hazel B. Blunschi, daughter of
John and Pearl Blunschi, was born
in Aberdeen, Mississippi but
moved to Eutaw, Alabama in the
early 1930’s. She has two brothers
and one sister who attended local
public schools. They had no other
choice for they were the only
Catholic family in Greene County,
Alabama. The
family had to trav-
el 16 miles one
way across a toll
bridge to reach
their nearest
church, a mission
church, at
D e m o p o l i s ,
Alabama. Hazel’s
parents managed a
corporate farm of
1500 acres that
was the beginning
of beef cattle in
Alabama. 

After graduat-
ing from local
public school,
Hazel, having won
a scholarship, attended and gradu-
ated from St. Mary of the Springs
College in Columbus, Ohio. She
returned to Eutaw, Alabama where
she got her first teaching job in a
small rural community about five
miles from Eutaw.  It was a small
frame one-room school of 38 chil-
dren.  

Later, Hazel got a job teaching
first grade and was rooming along
with several other ladies with
Charles’ mother in Birmingham,
when Charles came home on leave
from the Air Force. That’s where
they met in 1945. As was usual, the
ladies enjoyed conversation and
their morning coffee around the
dining room table. One morning
Charles was in attendance sitting
next to Hazel, he scribbled on a pad
“Isle of View” (I love you). They
were married on April 28, 1946 in
Eutaw, Alabama with 13 priests in
attendance . . . all the priests of the
Demopolis mission. What tribute to
the Blunschi family.! 

Charles was discharged from
the Air Force shortly before their
marriage; Hazel insisted he have a
job, so he came to Jacksonville,
Florida to visit a cousin who
worked for the Civil Service at the
Naval Air Station, Jacksonville.
Charles got a job at NAS where he

worked until
retiring in
1975.

T h e y
moved to
Jacksonville
after their
marriage, first
living in the
R i v e r s i d e
area, then
moving to the
L a k e s h o r e
area where
they were
members of
the St.
M a t t h e w s

C h u r c h .
Charles partici-

pated in a fund raising drive for the
new church; he was assigned sever-
al people to call upon for pledges.
One such was a supposed parish-
ioner who lived out in a rural area,
a big guy, who told him to “ Get off
my property or I’ll shoot you.”
Being a newly baptized Catholic in
1950, Charles was upset with this

unpleasant confrontation. Charles,
being an active person, became
very involved in establishing
American Legion Post 137 in
Lakeshore. He was an avid golfer
having played the game since his
youth. Charles died March 15,
1994 and is buried at Arlington
Memorial Park.

The Edwards moved from
Lakeshore to Arlington in 1954;
they built the first house on
Seabrook Cove Road where Hazel
still lives. Charles Jr. had to attend
Immaculate Conception School for
about three months until Christ the
King School was complete. They
also attended Mass at Jacksonville
University until the first church
was finished.

Charles and Hazel had two
great boys, Charles, Jr., born in
1946, married Anne Bruzzese and
had one child, Claire.  He is a den-
tist located here in Jacksonville.
Jack, born in 1950, married Dottie
Lance and they were blessed with a
boy and a girl, Lance and Kathy.
He is the manager of TruGreen in
Cummings, Georgia. Charles Jr.
graduated from Christ the King and
Bishop Kenny High School. Jack
attended Arlington Jr. High and
graduated from Bishop Kenny
High School.

Hazel has been actively
involved in the various ministries
except for a short period when her
health would not allow it.  She was
heavily involved as a member of

CKCCW in Circle 7, St.
Christopher Circle. She was also
deeply involved in school projects
including the bazaars and class
functions She has participated in
Daily Adoration and a Renew
group. She has been a member of
the Catholic Woman’s Club for sev-
eral years. Hazel retired in 1975
from Ft. Caroline Elementary
School, having been a first grade
teacher for 33 years.  What an
achievement!
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Charles and Hazel Edwards

The actual one-room school house where
Hazel began her career as teacher!

T h e  E d w a r d s  F a m i l y
GEM

Lunch With Father Carey
by Lucille Guzzone

A couple of days before returning to Ireland, Father Carey met with
Christ the King friends for lunch at the Kings Head Inn in St. Augustine.
Audrey and Paul Dodd, Page and Mike Peeler and Lucille Guzzone
enjoyed fish and chips with Father at the quaint English pub. by Eileen Porter

They did it again!! Bill Damato and a number of volunteers helped three
more families attain their dream of home ownership. Christ the King is
part of a coalition of Catholic Churches including Assumption, San Jose
and San Juan Del Rio,  who each year build one or more homes for fam-
ilies who might never be in a position to buy a home. This is a perfect
example of “Stewardship in Action.” A group of people sharing their time
and talent in order to enrich the lives of others.

The Catholic Coalition built three houses this year and this was the first
year a  two story house was built by the group and they enjoyed trying
something new. Needless to say they did a wonderful job as usual. Our
thanks to all who helped in this wonderful project.

HH AA BB II JJ AA XX
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by Frank Becht PGK

The Knights of Columbus is a
fraternal organization of Catholic
men founded by Father Michael
McGivney in 1882 in New Haven,
Conn. In those early days, Father
McGivney saw the need of families
who experienced the loss of a
breadwinner; he formed the
organization to assist families who
had no means of support.

Later the Knights of Columbus
Insurance Company was formed to
provide support for families on a
continuing basis;
today the Knights of
Columbus Insurance
Company is a large
financially strong
company rated
A++(Superior) by
A.M. Best. It is a
leader in providing
life insurance, long
term care and
annuities to its
members.

The Knights of Columbus have
grown into an international
organization with most of its
membership in the United States,
Canada, and Mexico. Locally there
are several councils in the North
Florida area. Arlington Council
4727 was chartered at Christ the
King Church at the request of
Father Thomas Larkin (now Bishop
Larkin) in 1959 to provide a men’s
family oriented organization in the
Parish. Originally Council 4727
encompassed the four Arlington
area parishes of Christ the King,
Resurrection, Blessed Trinity and
Holy Spirit; recently, Knights of
Columbus Council 11069,
Archbishop Hurley, was formed at
Holy Spirit and includes Blessed
Trinity.

You should be a Knight for
several reasons but one of the

most important is the fact that all
Knights pledge to uphold the laws
of the Church and are staunch
defenders of the faith. If you look
around the Parish for the active
men in the various ministries, you
will find most are Knights. Knights
of Columbus assistance to Catholic
parishes and schools, religious
education programs, seminarians
and seminaries for the year of 2002
totaled  $40,498,544.

In addition to unparalleled
Church support, Knights are very
involved in Community activities,

which includes
Special Olympics,
programs for the
handicapped and
mentally retarded,
hospitals and
disaster relief. In
2002, this
amounted to
$48,146,283.

Youth support
includes World

Youth Day, youth activities,
scholarships and related programs;
in 2002 this totaled $17,601,201.

Locally, Council 4727 made the
following donations; Guardian of
Dreams, $700; Harbor House,
$800; Cerebral Palsy of Northeast
Florida; $799.75; Girl Scouts;
$800; Challenger Baseball, $800,
as well as smaller donations to
other worthwhile causes.

The Knights of Columbus are
leaders in volunteer and church
services.

That’s good reason to become a
“Knight.” Call one of the following
Knights for further information:
Grand Knight, Mike Yarborough,
724-8983; Deputy Grand Knight,
Steve Bell, 379-7711; Chancellor,
Dennis Scobie, 723-3977; Warden,
George Morris, 220-7671.

WWhhyy     tthhee     
KKnniigghhttss     oo ff     CCoolluummbbuuss??

by Barbara Hanuscin

Recently, I had the opportunity
to attend a monthly meeting of
AIM as a representative of Christ
the King. For those of you who are
not familiar with it and are asking
yourselves “What is AIM?” please
read further. If you are familiar
with AIM, you should read further
too, please.

AIM. is the Arlington
Interdenominational Ministries.
Wow, that’s a mouthful! It’s a good
thing we can use initials here! AIM
is a coalition of churches in the
Arlington area, which was
established in June of 1979. AIM
seeks to meet the spiritual and
temporal needs of the community.
In February of 1979, Arlington
United Methodist Church sent out
invitations to area churches to
discuss the needs of the community
and after three meetings, AIM was
established. The representative
board consists of lay persons and
coordinates work in areas of food,
clothing and emergency assistance
as well as ministering to the aging
and handicapped.

AIM started with a coalition of
14 churches in 1979 but at present
there are six churches actively
participating. Christ the King has
been active with AIM for many
years. One activity that is currently
an AIM project is activities for the
Group Homes in Arlington. This
November 13th is Christ the King’s
turn to host a party for the Group
Homes, which includes our own
Harbor House. Some of you may

have read a past article in the
Courier that reported on the
success of the party. I must say that
the residents of the Group Homes
look forward to Christ the King’s
dance/party each November and it
is reportedly the most well attended
of the monthly activities. Thanks
go to disc jockey, Steve Brown,
The Music Man, for generously
donating his time for the event each
November. We all look forward to
this and if you would like, feel free
to drop in the parish hall and enjoy
the evening Nov. 13, at 7p.m. with
the rest of us. 

Some of the other AIM projects
focus on sending birthday cards to
group home residents and
“adopting” those who have no
family. The AIM board has put
forth a challenge to its members to
come up with ideas to focus on the
elderly. There is no “limit” to what
AIM will do, however funds are
limited. 

Now, let me put forth a
challenge to you, the reader. Can
you spare an hour of your time on
one Tuesday out of each month? If
you can and are interested, Christ
the King needs you to represent our
parish! The AIM board meets from
7 to 8 p.m. at the Arlington
Presbyterian Church at 1300
Sprinkle drive. Please contact me,
Barbara Hanuscin, at 724-1776
and I will happily speak with you
regarding this wonderful
opportunity to serve your
community and represent your
parish. 

AIM Serves the
Community

submitted by Frank Bauman
(From the Editors of Tax Hotline)

Subject: Charitable Donations

A cancelled check is no longer
sufficient proof of charitable
donations of $250.00 or more.

You need to get a receipt from
the charity by the due date of your
return. You need to get a receipt for
donations of $75.00 or more if you
receive something from the charity
in return for your donation, such as
a benefit performance or an
umbrella, etc. The receipt must
state the value of what you
received.

Loophole: The rules apply to
individual donations, not the full
amount donated over a year’s time.

Example: You give $100.00
weekly to your church. The IRS
views that as 52 gifts of $100.00,
not one $5,200.00 annual gift so no
individual receipts are required.

When you donate property
worth less than $5,000.00 all you
need is a receipt from the
organization and for gifts of
$500.00 but not more than
$5,000.00 you must complete IRS
Form 8283 (Noncash Charitable
Contributions) and attach it to your
return.

When you donate property
(except marketable securities)
worth more than $5,000.00 you
must get an appraisal by an
independent appraiser. You must
attach an appraisal summary
together with IRS Form 8283 Part
B to your return.

Caution: The appraisal must be
done no earlier than 60 days before
you make the donation and no later
than the due date of your return.

Loophole: When you make a
gift of appreciated property you
can deduct the full market value as
long as the charity uses the
property in its exempt function.

Example: you give a print
collection to a college for use by art
students.

Your
Taxes

Cruise
Alaska
July 18 - 25,

2004
If you are 

interested in more 
details call 

Claretta at 743-9998 
orJean at 744-5937

Celebrate our church’s 50th anniversary 
& raise money for the benefit of our parish

Father Thanh will celebrate Mass 
daily on board ship
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Elizabeth Ministry is an inter-
national movement designed to
support women and their families
during joys, trials, and sorrows of
the childbearing years and beyond.
Elizabeth Ministry’s mission is to
cherish children, encourage fami-
lies and build community. It offers
peer support, mentoring, spiritual
nourishment, educational and
inspirational resources.

The ministry is based on the
scripture story of the visitation of
Mary and Elizabeth. The scripture
story presents us with two women
who are pregnant in different set-
tings. Elizabeth is too old to have
children and has been criticized for
being barren. Mary is very young
and finds herself pregnant although
she is unmarried. The beauty of
Mary’s encounter with Elizabeth is
as they shared their stories, they
helped one another recognize
God’s will and the sacredness of
their lives. Likewise following the
example of Mary and Elizabeth,
Elizabeth Ministers will visit
women to share, pray, and realize
the sacredness of life.

Elizabeth Ministers are
matched with women that are expe-
riencing what they have experi-
enced. (Example: A mother of
twins would visit a woman who is
pregnant with twins. A mother who
has experienced the loss of a child
would visit someone who has lost a
child.) The Elizabeth Minister
brings a special kit of gifts and
resources to the person they are vis-
iting. They would follow-up later
by phone, mail, e-mail, and/or other
personal visits.

Some goals of the Elizabeth
Ministry are:

•To express the care and
love of our faith community
for parents in their role as
cocreators with God.

•To initiate a personal
response in the name of the
Church during these critical
life moments.

•To join with parents in cel-
ebrating the wonders of
pregnancy, birth and the

mystery of new life.

•To offer support and heal-
ing at moments of compli-
cations, crisis, special needs
and infant or child loss.

•To assist fathers, siblings,
and other family members.

•To symbolize the special
presence of God through
prayer and ritual.

•To express our belief in the
dignity and worth of
every child
conceived.

E l i z a b e t h
Ministry is
needed due to
the fact that
today many
women feel iso-
lated from other
women in their
church and they
often find themselves
miles away from other
relatives. This is why the sharing
of personal stories with other
women who have had similar expe-
riences is so important. The sharing
of life experiences brings a caring
commitment and a sense of con-
nectedness.

The person is the greatest
reflection of the presence of God.
We are unique images of God. As
church, we have a responsibility to
safeguard this reality. The Church
mediates the love of God by affirm-
ing, encouraging, supporting, pro-
moting, and fostering the dignity
and worth of human person.

Areas of involvement in this
ministry are:

1.Elizabeth Ministry Visitor -
Ministers visit people who are
going through an experience that
they themselves have experienced.
The approach in meeting with these
women is that of a friend. You are
not coming as an expert, or as a
counselor.

2.Prayer and Blessing - The foun-

dation of Elizabeth Ministry is
prayer. It is through prayer that we
are united to Christ from whom any
fruit of our ministry flows. Prayer
gives direction and energy to our
actions. There are several ways to
join us in prayer.

Prayer Partner - We ask you to help
by praying for a particular
Elizabeth Minister. Your spiritual
presence will be with her as she
offers support and companionship
to families.

Blessing Ritual - As a repre-
sentative of the church

community you could
choose to serve as a

leader for a “Prayer
and Blessing
Ritual.” You will
lead those present
in giving praise to
God and asking

blessings on people,
places, and things

used in the Lord’s serv-
ice. With the help of the

“Elizabeth Ministry Blessing,
Prayers, Rituals, and Memorial
Guide” you will be able to lead a
gathering in a blessing prayer with
words and gestures that express our
faith.

3.Family Support -
Direct Service - willingness to help
in emergency or crisis situations
babysitting, running errands, or
preparing meals.

Fathers Support - Men that are will-
ing to provide special contact with
other fathers are encouraged to par-
ticipate in this outreach.

Sibling Support - Spending time
with a sibling after a family change
or crisis situation can make a big
difference in the life of a young
person.

Grandparents Support -
Grandparents can play a vital role

in the nurturing and development
of grandchildren. As parents of the
mother or father they have a keen
interest and concern for the life of
mother and child. Yet frequently
they are left alone to deal with their
anxieties, fears, hopes, and dreams.
They too need support and encour-
agement.

4.Craft, Resource and Gifts -

Craft items - People are needed to
make special remembrances for our
Gift and Resource Kits. Such as
booties for Birth Kits and Lace
Angels for Miscarriage kits.

Prepare Gift and Resource Kits -
People are needed to order sup-
plies, prepare resource information
and pack the Gift and Resource
Kits.

5.Sacred Steps Program - This
ministry will be to make contact at
regular intervals with families of
young children. Materials are all
provided. The Sacred Steps
Program offers practical parenting
hints, as well as, creative ways of
celebrating life with children. This
ministry can be done by phone,
mail, or visit.

6.Sponsors and Benefactors -

Donations - Financial resources are
needed to purchase material for
Gift and Resource Kits. Donated
items are an important source of
supplies. Any donation is greatly
appreciated.

Memorials - Donations can be
made in honor or in memory of
someone special. Certificates or
memorial cards are available to
notify families of the donation.

If you are interested in helping
out with this ministry or if you
would like more information, you
can call Wendi at home 724-5579
or cell 403-1893.

Elizabeth Ministry

The Sneeze submitted by Troupe Turner

They walked in tandem, each of the
93 students filing into the already crowd-
ed auditorium. With rich maroon gowns
flowing and the traditional caps, they
looked almost as grown up as the felt.
Dads swallowed hard behind broad
smiles, and moms freely brushed away
tears. This class would not pray during the
commencements - not by choice but
because of a recent court ruling prohibit-
ing it.

The principal and several students
were careful to stay within the guidelines
allowed by the ruling. They gave inspira-
tional and challenging speeches, but no

one mentioned divine guidance and no
one asked for blessings on the graduates
or their families. The speeches were nice,
but they were routine ... until the final
speech received a standing ovation.

A solitary student walked proudly to
the microphone. He stood still and silent
for just a moment, and then he delivered
his speech ... an astounding SNEEZE!

The rest of the students rose immedi-
ately to their feet, and in unison they said,
“God Bless You.” The audience exploded
into applause. This graduating class found
a unique way to invoke God’s blessing on
their future ... with or without the court’s
approval.

GOD BLESS AMERICAGraphic by Ryan O’Neal



by “Miss Lucy”

We must not forget Volunteers.
Then and now we could not survive
without their help and love for
community, parish and each other.
So many of us have adopted each
other as family. 

We have a perfect example in
the cafeteria. We’ve had a lady vol-
unteer for us for 26 consecutive
years. Every Monday you could
depend on Eileen Gleason being
there. I understand she still volun-
teers there.

Our cafeteria was started in
1963. Martha Grossholz was the
first manager. She saw a need for a
cafeteria with the school growing
so fast.  She went to Father Larkin
and he gave her the okay, as long as
she took full responsibility.

When the medical field called
her back, Martha continued to work
with  Dale Clifton, Mrs. Levesque,

Daisy King, and me, Mrs. Lucy
Hollum for one year to teach us
because none of us had ever
worked in cafeterias before. We
were all mothers who could cook
and bake, so lo and behold, we
learned the inner workings of the
cafeteria. We learned ordering,
making menus and handling chil-
dren. When Martha saw we could
handle it, she went back to her true
profession, which was nursing. 

Mrs. Lucy Hollum became
manager and stayed for 22 years.
She hired Mary Evelyn Tapley as
our first cashier. I remember that
Mary Evelyn always wore uni-
forms like the school girls did. We
worked with the greatest bunch of
ladies. We never argued. We all
loved coming to work. We didn’t
make much money. What we
lacked in money, we made up for in
enthusiasm and lasting friendships.

We still meet once or twice a year
for lunch.

We also have many volunteer
mothers without whom we would
not have been able to survive!
They were truly the backbone of
the cafeteria. A million thanks to
each and every one of you.

We must not forget our handy-
men. Rufus Hardy, of course was
the greatest. He knew every child’s
name in school. At that time we had
825 students. Mr. Krasovich, as I
remember, was a little more diffi-
cult to get along with than the
other handy-men we had working
for us. Mr. Neunan, though, went
with the flow. Whatever had to be
done, he was there for us! And I’ll
never forget Mr. Miller who was
the most sincere man I ever
met–never said no to anything we
asked him to do. Many thanks to
all the “Good Men” who helped
us in the Cafeteria.

Our menus got quite elabo-
rate as we went along.  We
served lasagna, spaghetti and
meat sauce, meat loaf, veggies,
beefaroni–all served with veg-
gie and roll for $.50.

Then we introduced
pizza–of course every child in
school bought on that day. There
was “Chris Ferrizzi” who called
all the way down the hall, “I’m
here, Miss Lucy, save me the
biggest piece!!”

“May God bless us all!”

If you are lucky enough in your
life to share the love of children in
Christ the King School, the friend-
ship and love is everlasting! I say
again from the bottom of my heart, 

“God bless us all!”
When I returned in 1985 the

children made me this
“poster”–which of course I still
have. The names are fading but my
love for each of them will last for-
ever. 
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Those were the “Good Old Days–in the Cafeteria”

The 1977 crew: Lucy Hollum, Sylvia Fowler, Marlene Robertson, 
Pat Deckert and Belle Vogel

The 1998: Marlene Robertson, Belle Vogel, Sue Garner, Lucy Hollum, Eileen
Gleason (volunteer) and Sylvia Fowler.  We lost Dale Clifton in 1998

Plate lunch $.35 includes:
corned dog
potato chips
tossed salad

Ala Carte:
milk .05
hamburgers .25
Hot dogs .20

Corn dogs .25
French fries .10
Potato chips .05
Ice Cream cups .05
Ice cream sandwiches .10
Jello plain or with topping .10
Fruit (according to size) .05 - .10
All cookies .05

Below are listed original menus and prices.  Maybe children of today
will understand why we call them the “Good Old Days.” 

submitted by Maggie Damato 

Years ago a Kentucky grandmoth-
er gave the new bride the following
recipe for washing clothes. It appears
below just as it was written, and
despite the spelling, has a bit of philos-
ophy. This is an exact copy as written and found
in an old scrap book (with spelling errors and
all).

Bilt fire in backyard to heat kettle of rain
water.

Set tubs so smoke wont blow in eyes if wind
is pert.

Shave one hole cake of lie soap in bilin
water.

Sort things, make 3 piles. 1 pile white, 1 pile
colored, 1 pile work britches and rags.

To make starch, stir flour in cool water to
smooth, then thin down with bilin water.

Take whate things, rub dirty spots on board,
and scrub hard, and then bile. Rub colored don’t
bile, just rinch and starch.

Take thing out of kettle with
broomstick handle, then rinch, and
starch.

Hang old rags on fence.
Spread tea towels on grass.
Pore rinch water in flower bed.

Scrub porch with hot soapy water.
Turn tubs upside down.
Go put on clean dress, smooth hair with hair

combs,. Brew cup of tea, sit and rock a spell and
count your blessings.

Paste this over your washer and dryer and
next time when you think things are bleak, read
it again and give thanks for your blessings.

If a woman’s work is never done, why start?

Wash Day

Lucy and her “Happy Retirement” card
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by Frank Becht

The Damato Clan at Christ the
King is made up of three families;
Joseph and Maggie Damato, Bill
and Helen Damato and John and
Frances Damato. Joe and John are
brothers sired by John A. Damato
and Flossie Dow Damato. Bill is
their cousin, sired by Louis and
Evelyn Damato. These two families
are long time residents of
Jacksonville; their grandparents
migrated from Italy. Joe and John’s
dad was a tailor at various locations
in downtown Jacksonville for many
years. Bill’s father worked for the
Post Office for 52 years. 

Joe and Maggie Damato

Joe was born and raised in
Jacksonville; before joining the

United States Navy in January
1940, he attended Lee High School.
After basic training he went to
Pearl Harbor where he was serving
at the time of the attack on Pearl
Harbor December 7, 1941. His
squadron remained in the Pacific
until 1944 when he was transferred
to the United States Naval Air
Station at Hutchinson, Kansas. It
was here that he met Navy Wave
Margaret Neff. Margaret was born
and raised in Cleveland, Ohio. She
graduated from St. Stephen’s High
School in 1939, worked as a
secretary for the Royal Indemnity
Insurance Co. and then joined the
Navy in 1943. Five months after
meeting Joe, they were married in
Blackwell, Oklahoma on August 5,
1944. It was a private wedding with
no family in attendance. Maggie
served a total of 27 months in the
Navy, attained the rank of Yeoman
1st Class and left the Navy in June
1945 to be able to follow Joe after
the war ended. 

They were transferred to
Jacksonville in 1951 where they
bought the house on Leafy Lane
and have resided there since. Joe
was discharged from the Navy in

1953. They attended Assumption
Catholic Church, which was then
located in an old wood church on
Gary Street until Christ the King
was established in 1954 when they
became one of the founding
families of the parish.

Joe and Maggie had three
children of whom they are very
proud – Joseph Earl, born in 1950,
married with three children living
in Neptune Beach, Florida. Michael
Anthony, born in 1951, unmarried
and who died from cerebral palsy
in 1980 at the age of 29 years.
Susan Marie, born in 1953 at St.
Vincent’s, Jacksonville is married
with no children. Joe and Maggie
have three grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.

Joe’s first job after service was
as a self-employed distributor of
vertical blinds; he was just 50 years
ahead of the times as vertical blinds
have become the “in” thing in
2003. After he closed his business,

he worked at different occupations;
eventually he went to work for the
U.S. Postal Service from which he
retired in 1979.

Joe was not Catholic when they
married but was baptized by Father
Larkin on July 25, 1959 and
confirmed on December 21, 1959.
Due to the illness of their son,
Michael, neither Joe nor Maggie
were able to become active in the
parish ministries in the early years.
After Michael’s death, Joe became
active in the Knights of Columbus
Council 4727.  He has been active
as a money counter for many years
and volunteered for numerous
projects such as building the
storage barn, helping to build
Sheppard’s Square, assisting with
the building of the first Christ the
King Habijax house and working at
I. M. Sulzbacher Center for the
Homeless. He is also a member of
the Pearl Harbor Survivor’s
Association.

Beginning in 1955, Maggie
held full time jobs with Raytheon
Mfg. Co., National Cash Register
Co. and Jax Bowling Lanes, in
spite of the fact that their second
child was born with disabling

cerebral palsy and required much
attention. She was an excellent
bowler, having learned to bowl as a
youngster. In 1957, she made a deal
with Art Ettlinger, the owner of Jax
Lanes, to teach bowling to Christ
the King ladies. A daytime ladies
bowling  league was formed
comprising 30 teams. It was agreed
that a portion of the bowling fees
would be donated to Christ the
King Parish. Maggie remembers
the first check given to Father
Larkin as being in the amount of
$2700. Her son and daughter were
very involved in sports and school
activities so Maggie was also very
involved.  She became a member of
the CKCCW, Our Lady of Fatima,
Circle 8. and joined in Adoration
when it was formed in the parish
and is a member of the K’Cees.
When the Stewardship program
was established in the parish in the
early 1990’s, she became very
involved in record keeping and
remains so, working at least one
half day a week. Very recently she
has joined the Courier staff as a
proof- reader. Both Maggie and Joe
have been involved in Renew and
Faith Sharing Small Groups.
Maggie is a Eucharistic Minister
and is a member of the Funeral
Choir. She was a member of Father
Carey’s Bible Study Group and
misses this participation.

Bill and Helen Damato

William Lockard Damato,
known as Bill, was born and raised
in Jacksonville; he attended St.
Paul’s Riverside Church and
School from the first grade through
high school. After graduation, he
worked at A&P for about a year
when he was activated into the

Marine Corp, having joined the
Marine Reserves in high school. In
November 1951,  Bill was sent to
San Diego, California for basic
training and then to Korea. Sixteen
months  later he was discharged as
a Technical Sergeant. He attended
the University of Florida for one
year then transferred to Jones
Business College in Jacksonville

for a business administration
course.

Bill is the third child in a family
of four brothers and one sister; one
brother and one sister are still
living.

Bill went to work for the
Prudential Insurance Co. in 1953 as
a supply section supervisor; in
1956, he became an insurance
agent selling all lines of life
insurance, health insurance and
securities. He continued as an agent
until he retired in 1992.

Helen Bowen Damato was born
in Lawrence, Massachusetts of
George and Peg Bowen. She
moved to Jacksonville at the age of
six where she attended school at St.
Paul’s Riverside from the first
grade through high school,
graduating in 1949 after which she
worked as a bookkeeper for
Monsignor Nolan for five years.
Helen is the third child in a family
of four girls.

While Bill was in Korea he ran
into an old friend who was Helen’s
fiancee. Upon Bill’s leaving Korea,
he jokingly told Bill to take Helen
out to dinner; Bill did. Helen and
Bill were married on February 27,
1954 at St. Paul’s Riverside by
Monsignor Nolan and assisted by
Fathers Farley and McCarthy.
Oddly they went through 12 years
of school at St. Paul’s, hardly
noticing each other, not ever dating.
The spark finally ignited a brush
fire!

They first lived in an apartment
on Riverside Avenue, then moved
to Kline Road after their first child.
They later moved to Overhill Dr.
They have a family of seven
wonderful children- Bill, born
1955, married with three children;
Linda, born 1957, married with

three children and two
stepchildren; Bonnie, born 1958,
married with two children; Danny,
born 1960, married with two
children; Michael, born 1961,
married with two children; Beth,
born 1964, married with two
children; Cathy, born 1969, married 

MEET THE

Continued next page

The Joseph Damato Family
Back: Dawn and Chris Nowell, Joseph and Nancy Damato, Susan and Tom Kowalski; 

Center: Joseph & Maggie Damato; Front: Caleb Nowell, Michaela McLeod & Issac Nowell

The Bill Damato Family
Back: Michael, Daniel, Bill Jr; Middle: Linda, Bonnie, Beth, Cathy;

Front: Helen and Bill

Gem



Saturday, November
15, 2003

Christ the King
Parish Hall

742 Arlington Road
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Great Gift Baskets
Crafts by Rainbow
Food by European

Street Café
Music & Raffle

Tickets at Door - $10
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with one child. All of the children
live in Jacksonville. All of the
children attended and graduated
from Resurrection Grade School.
All graduated from Terry Parker
High School.Bill and Helen have
been members of the Stewardship
Committee from its inception in
1992. Bill is a member of the
Renovation Committee. Both have
served at the I.M. Sulzbacher
Center for the Homeless.

Bill has been an active member
of the Arlington Knights of
Columbus since 1953, making
sandwiches for the Soup Kitchen
once each quarter.

Habijax has been a favorite
project with Bill, first as the
volunteer for Christ the King and
recently in Catholics for Habijax, a
combined effort with other
parishes. Bill is also an usher. He
has also been involved in various
remodeling projects including the
ladies bathroom in Church and the
school library. Outside Christ the
King, he is on the Board of Boys
Homes in Arlington, which cares
for 270 kids. He also serves on the
board of Hurley Manor. Helen has
been very involved throughout her
married life in addition to raising a
family of seven. First, being a
bookkeeper for St. Paul’s
Riverside, she has also served in
R e s u r r e c t i o n , I m m a c u l a t e
Conception, Our Lady of Angels
and in 1954 at Christ the King for
Father Larkin. She’s an active
member of CKCCW, Circle 6 and
the K’Cees. Since the beginning of
stewardship in Christ the King, she
has been very much involved in
recording the weekly collection of
funds.

You may be interested in this
family story about Bill’s younger
brother Lawrence O. Damato, an
ordained priest for the Diocese of
St. Augustine. Father Lawrence
was born February 3, 1934 and
raised in Jacksonville. He attended
St. Mary’s Seminary in Maryland
but took his major seminary studies
in Belgium where he was ordained.
After ordination, he was first
assigned to Resurrection Parish and
then St. Patrick’s Gainesville where
he died January 15, 1962 at the age
of 28 years. He died of leukemia
which he contracted while in the
seminary in Belgium. Bill was
called upon several times to give
him blood without avail.  Father

Lawrence is buried in St Mary’s
Cemetery. What a tragic story!

John and Frances Damato

John was born and raised in
Jacksonville; he attended public
grade school, Riverside #4, John
Gorrie Jr. High School and Robert
E Lee High School but only
completed the 11th grade when his
father died. He went to work to
help support the family, going to
work first for the
Postal Telegraph and
then Western Union.
He also worked for the
CCC (Civilian
Conservation Corps)
for a short while
before joining the
United States Navy in
1940.He attained the
rate of Radioman
Chief Senior before
retiring from the
service after 22 years
in September 1961.

Frances Cascone
was born of John
Cascone and
Antoinette Garelli in
New Orleans but the
family moved to
Pensacola, Florida
when Fran was two
years of age. At the age
of six, the family moved to
Jacksonville since Fran’s mother
had become ill and her father was at
sea. Her mother had three sisters
and a brother in Jacksonville who
could help care for them. She
attended Mattie B. Rutherford
Grade School, Kirby Smith Jr. High
and graduated from Andrew
Jackson High School

After high school, she worked
for the telephone company as a
long distance operator for a short
while before going to St. Vincent’s
Hospital Nursing program where
she graduated in 1945 and was
commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant
in the United States Army Nurse
Corps. She served at Camp Rucker,
Alabama where prisoners of war
were retained. She was released
from active duty in 1946 at the end
of the war.

John and Frances met in 1939
when they lived next door to each
other on Walnut Street. It wasn’t

until October 7, 1946 that they
married. In the middle of a
hurricane that hit Florida, they
decided to elope and were married
in Kingsland, Georgia. When they
returned to Jacksonville, they ran
into another hurricane- ‘The
Cascone.’ They were later
remarried at St. Matthews by
Father Joseph Corde on November
7, 1952. John was not catholic at
that time but came into the church

at Christ the King on April 26,
1959.

John and Frances were blessed
with four wonderful children:
Donna Damato Conlin, married
with four children, lives in Lilburn,
Georgia; John (Tony), married, has
five children, living in Jacksonville
with wife Pattie;  Debbie Damato
Blanchard, married, has  three
children, lives in Jacksonville with
husband, Glenn; Timothy, married
with three children, lives in Inman,
South Carolina with spouse,
Angela. In spite of the numerous
military moves over the years, all
of the children were born at the
Naval Air Station Hospital,
Jacksonville, Florida. John and
Fran are very proud of their 15
grandchildren and 15 great-
grandchildren with a set of twins
due in January 2004.

The family moved to Cotillion
Road in Arlington in November
1957; at that time Donna was in the
fifth grade at Christ the King. Upon

graduation she was awarded the
first scholarship to Bishop Kenny
High School. Tony started in the
third grade at Christ the King and
graduated from Bishop Kenny.
Debbie and Tim also graduated
from Christ the King; Tim
graduated from Bishop Kenny but
Debbie graduated from Terry
Parker High School.

After retiring from the Navy in
1961, John went to work for the
U.S. Postal Service from which he

retired in April of
1986 after 25 years
service. After their
marriage, Fran
worked at a doctor’s
office while John
was stationed in Key
West about a year
after which they
returned to Naval
Air Station,
Jacksonville. Fran
first worked at the
Duval County
Hospital, which is
believed to be the
Duval County
Medical Center for
about a year before
she associated with
a group of well-
known surgeons,
Doctors Thompson,
Still and Fulmer.

She retired from the firm in 1986
with more than 20 years service.

John and Fran have been
involved in numerous activities at
Christ the King Church and School.
They were active in Bingo until it
was discontinued; they were
faithful in Nocturnal Adoration for
years until their health would not
allow. Fran was involved in various
school functions. While they were
stationed in Norfolk, Virginia, Fran
was active as a Brownie Scout
leader. For several years, Fran was
active in Volunteer American War
Mothers and CKCCW, Circle 8.
John has helped on several projects
such as building Sheppard’s Square
and the storage building. They have
helped Knights of Columbus make
sandwiches for the Soup Kitchen
for years.

The three Damato families have
contributed much to the
development of Christ the King for
which we fellow members thank
them for their dedication and hard
work.

The John Damato Family
standing: Tim & Angela Damato

center l-r: Debora & Glenn Blanchard, John & Fran Damato, 
Tony & Patty Damato

foreground: Donna & Denis Conlin

DAMATO CLAN
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by Claretta Lamusga

On September 24th the Ladies
of the CKCCW attended the 5:30
p.m. Mass and then enjoyed a cov-
ered dish dinner in the Shirley
David Hall. We then took a walk
down memory lane, with the older
gals reminiscing about the days of
the beginning of CKCCW, or as it
was called in those days, “The
Guild.”

We heard about the “dunking
booth” where a couple fellas, the
girls didn’t know, told them they’d
give $1,000 if they’d get a priest in
the booth.  They did.  A crowd
gathered and the two guys kept
challenging other men to dunk the
priest. It was such a huge success
that the “girls” made almost $5,000
for the church. They later learned
that the two guys who started it all
were the David brothers (as in
Shirley David Hall.)

We also listened to all the plans
CKCCW has for the coming year. 

Our big project will be to reno-
vate the music room in the school,
which the choir also uses to prac-
tice. We look forward to a great and
exciting year.

CKCCW Launches
Another Year

Father Jack Sheppard, C.S.SP. – AN APPRECIATION
Reproduced from an Irish

Newspaper
Every year on a June day when

we saw that large somewhat avun-
cular figure padding softly along
the footpath of the Main Street in
Cloughjordan we knew that
Summer had really come — Fr.
Jack was home. Home for his annu-
al holiday and the renewal that for-
tified him for another year’s work;
home to his beloved sister Moira
and his brother Tom, to his
nephews and nieces, and to his
many many friends. And he
brought home with him from sunny
climes the calm gently friendly
spirit of his personality that
warmed our hearts and minds.

When the news came from
Florida: “Fr. Jack is dead”, we were
sad, the sense of loss was intense,
one of our own would walk no
more among us; there was shock
also, for although it was known that
he had been far from well for some
time, this gentle man had min-
imised the seriousness of his illness
in order to spare his family worry
and anxiety. But to his priest col-
leagues and to his Holy Ghost
Order the loss was greater still —
the bond of brotherly love and
comradeship with them was a
strong one, and he had laboured
selflessly with them for many years
on the mission fields.

Fr. Jack began his missionary
service in Nigeria during the early
days of the Second World War —
he soon had a taste of danger when
the convoy in which he travelled
out was attacked by enemy war-
ships and submarines. He and his
colleagues were following in the

footsteps of a great Tipperary man,
Bishop Joseph Shanahan of
Glenkeen, who ministered success-
fully in Nigeria for over thirty
years. The success of the efforts of
these missionaries can be gauged
from the fact that nowadays
Nigerian missionaries are leaving
their own country to spread the
Gospel in other lands. Fr. Jack
spent seventeen years in Nigeria,
during which time he contracted
malaria, a disease from which he
never fully recovered. After spend-
ing some years
in Toronto,
Canada, he
transferred to
Jacksonville,
Florida, where
he continued
his work until
his death.

Is there a
Tipperary per-
son who does
not love the
game of hurl-
ing? Fr. Jack was no exception.
Indeed during his student days,
while on vacation from Blackrock
and Kimmage Manor he played
with Knockshegowna, where he
had many friends. And of course
the fortunes of the Tipperary coun-
ty team were always of great con-
cern to him, and in days when Tipp
used to contest All Ireland, Fr. Jack
sometimes managed to be in Croke
Park on the first Sunday in
September to cheer on the Blue and
Gold. Even dearer to his heart was
his own parish club team, Kilruane
Mac-Donagh’s, whose progress he
followed avidly from afar; and one

can only imagine the joy he felt
when he got the news that his
nephew Tony had led the Mac-
Donagh’s to victory in the All
Ireland club championship and had
brought the Tommy Moore Cup to
Cloughjordan.

He was a frequent visitor to
Beechwood where he enjoyed a
game of golf and many of the older
members of Nenagh Golf Club will
recall his friendly charm on and off
the golf course. One of his greatest
pleasures was to sit at home with

his older
s c h o o l
f r i e n d s ,
especial-
ly his tal-
e n t e d
c o u s i n
Pat, and
share a
joke or a
song or
an argu-
ment. He
did not

like humbug or pretentiousness,
and of course he could not bear
anyone to say a word against his
native place. On one occasion
someone made a rather disparaging
remark about Clough? “That may
be so. But I love every stone in it”
was his reply. “When I’m away,
every night before I got to sleep,
my mind travels up one side of the
street and down the other, and I
think of every house and every per-
son in it, and of those that are gone,
and I say a little prayer for them
all”. That was Fr. Jack Sheppard.

His last wish was that he should
be buried among his own people,

near his parents John and Bridget;
and his wishes were very kindly
acceded to by his superiors in the
Holy Ghost Order. His remains
were accompanied on their last
journey across ocean by his good
friends and colleagues, Fr. Jim
Daly, Provincial, New York;
Monsignor Mort Danaher, Fr. Joe
Whitehead, and Fr. Seamus
O’Flynn, Jacksonville. Fr. Jack was
home at last.

I measc na naomh go raigh at
anam.

Sheppard: The brother and sis-
ter, nephews and nieces of the late
Fr. Jack Sheppard, C.S.Sp., wish to
thank all those who sympathised
with them in the recent bereave-
ment, those who sent Mass cards,
telegrams and wreaths. A special
word of thanks to those who met
his remains at Shannon Airport,
those who travelled long distances
to the funeral and to all the many
priests and nuns who attended his
funeral. Many thanks also to Most
Rev. Dr. Michael Harty, Bishop of
Killerloe and Bishop Whelan, and
all his Holy Ghost Confreres. A
very special word of thanks to the
choir for their beautiful singing of
the Mass and at graveside. A spe-
cial word of thanks also to Sr. Enda
and his many friends in
Jacksonville who helped him so
much through his illness. Also to all
our kind neighbours and friends
who were so good to us. The Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass will be
offered for your intentions. Fr
Jack’s months mind Mass will be
offered for the repose of his Soul on
Thursday evening at 7:30 p.m. in
Cloughjordan.

Sir Knight Dennis  Scobie
by Staff 

The Arlington Council Knights
of Columbus is located not far from
Christ the King Church on the
Arlington Expressway. Upon enter-
ing the building’s front door visitors
are greeted by a knight in armor, a
life-size statue. This sentinel, stand-
ing guard at the entrance for many
months, has been nameless. This,
however, is no longer the case. 

It is the custom of the Council to
annually name one of its members
“Knight of the Year.” The honor is
awarded a knight judged to have

contributed significantly to the
Council and the goals and mission of
the Knights of Columbus. For the
2003-2004 fraternal year, commenc-
ing September 1st, Dennis Scobie
was given the honor. In his name the
knight at the door was christened
“Sir Dennis.” Each year the knight at
the Council’s door will be renamed
with that of the ensuing year’s
“Knight of the Year”, and a plaque
will be placed at the foot of the stat-
ue displaying the name of the hon-
oree. 

Congratulations to Dennis
Scobie, an outstanding Knight! 

CChhrriisstt  tthhee  KKiinngg  RReecceeiivveess  CCeerrttiiffiiccaattee  ooff  AApppprreecciiaattiioonn
Christ the King Church was honored to received a

Certificate of Appreciation from C.A.L.L.S. (Center
for Adolescents Learning to Love and to Serve).  The
certificate is in recognition of and appreciation for
continued financial and moral support given to the
young people at the Center. C.A.L.L.S. is a school on
the island of Dominica in the West Indies that has
been spot-lighted in an earlier issue of the Courier by
Barbara Hanuscin. Over the year Barbara Hanuscin
and a group of volunteers and various organizations
have held garage sales with monies going to the
C.A.L.L.S. program.

Sir Knight Dennis Scobie and Grand
Knight George Coseo



Novembr 2003 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 35

TWO NEW TEACHERS AT CHRIST THE KING SCHOOL!!!
by Amanda Nichols

New English Teacher
Mrs. Cleghorn

Mrs. Kelly Dyer Cleghorn was
born in Beaufort, South Carolina on
April 2, 1974; she’ll be 30 this year.
Mrs. Cleghorn went to college at
Auburn University. She is married
to Jason Cleghorn and they have
been married for six years. She has
two children. Her oldest, Jackson,
is four, and her youngest, Emily-
Kathryn, is 21 months. 

Her hobbies are scrap booking,
golfing, cooking, and taking care of
her children. Since she loves

English and Literature she enjoys
reading. Some of her favorite books
are To Kill A Mockingbird, the
Anne of Green Gables series and
anything to do with Shakespeare.
She also likes Fried Green
Tomatoes by Fannie Flagg and
Gone With The Wind. She also
loves the Harry Potter books and all
of the British Classics, like Brontes
and Hardy. Can’t you tell she loves
reading?

Mrs. Cleghorn wanted to be a
journalist when she was younger.
Her dream was to be the youngest
person to win the Nobel Prize for
Literature. Instead she became a
teacher. Before she was a teacher
she was a production editor and
copywriter for a non-profit compa-
ny. She got bored with that and,
since she loved English and
Literature,  she became a teacher. 

Her first teaching job was at
Landon Middle School for four
very long years. Then, she changed
schools and came to Christ the
King. She came to Christ the King
because the public school was
wearing her down and she wasn’t
happy teaching anymore. She want-
ed the children to be respectful to

her and she wasn’t getting that very
often. She is our English, literature,
vocabulary, and writing teacher.
She loves working at Christ the
King and now she loves teaching
again.

New Science Teacher
Mr. Gyorffy

Mr. Alan Edward Gyorffy was
born in Buffalo, New York. He
went to New York State College at
Buffalo. Mr. Gyorffy is married to a
woman named Karoline. He has

three children. The oldest, Kailey,
is 14 years old, and twins named
Liberty and Alexxis and they are
four months old. His hobbies are
playing ice hockey and he likes to
follow NASCAR. He has two
favorite books; they are the Bible
and his high school yearbook when
he was a senior. 

Mr Gyorffy moved here from
Tonawanda, New York near
Buffalo. He worked for Orkin Pest
Control and as a firefighter before
he moved here. He wanted to be a
teacher ever since he was young,
and when he moved here his dream
came true. He became our new sci-
ence teacher at Christ the King.

He wanted to be a teacher
because he likes learning, and he
wanted to share that with other stu-
dents and help them learn and make
it fun. He chose to work at Christ
the King because he wanted to
work in a private sector and he’s a
member of the Christ the King
parish. 

Mr. Gyorffy (everyone calls
him Mr. G for short) has made a
great impression at Christ the King
and he’s a great teacher. 

submitted by Jo Thomas

The students in our intermedi-
ate classes have been working on a
wonderful vegetable garden. They
have learned valuable lessons on
plant growth and how to care for a
garden. They watched their plants
grow from seeds to mature fruit
bearing adults. The students
worked hard caring for their veg-
etables, watering and weeding the
garden. In addition they have
brushed up on their math skills,
planning for spaces for each type of
plant. Measurement skills were

used to design the plot, then the
garden was carefully laid out. As
the plants matured, their bounty
was shared with teachers who espe-
cially enjoyed the onions and toma-
toes. This was also a great lesson
on healthy eating and nutrition. We
look forward to more great tasting
veggies from our garden.

The construction of our new
locker rooms for our gym is nearly
complete. We also have new car-
peting throughout the school, and
new interior lighting in the hall-
ways. We can’t wait to be able to
use our new locker facilities!

News from Morning Star School

Letters to Our Students from here
and Around the World

submitted by Carla Chin

Dear Parishioners of Christ the King:

The Student Council of Christ
the King School would like to share
with you some of the wonderful
thank you letters we have received
from our 2002-2003 year end dona-
tions. The students work very hard
throughout the year to raise money
for charities that desperately need
our prayers and financial support.
The charities are selected by the
students and are both local and
international in their work. The
Student Council feels a strong con-
nection with Christ the King
Church, and is constantly striving
to fulfill the objectives of our mis-
sion statement. The students take
this very seriously and are very gra-
cious in their giving to others.
Sincerely,

The Student Council of Christ the
King School

From L’Arche Harbor House

I cannot begin to tell you how
touched I was by your donation of
$300.00 to L’Arche Harbor House.
It is wonderful that the Christ the
King Student Council has chosen to
work so hard to support their beau-
tiful ministry of providing for the
needs of others. We are also most
grateful that L’Arche Harbor House
was chosen as a worthy recipient of
such a gracious gift.

Please accept our deepest
thanks and extend our gratitude to
all participants.

Faithfully and in God’s peace,

Patrick J. Mayhew,Executive Director

Dear Friends,

Thank you very much for your
kind gift of $200.00. I know that
Our Lord will bless you greatly for
your generosity. And I am sincere-
ly grateful to you.

Please allow me to assure you
that you and your intentions are in
my Mass and Rosary every day. I
ask everyone on the staff to keep
you in their own prayers, too. May
God bless you! Until next time,

Yours in the Sacred Heart,

Father Mark Holesken, S.J.,
Spiritual Director

September 8, 2003

On behalf of the students, par-
ents, and staff at St. Pius and Holy
Rosary schools, I want to express
our gratitude for the gift of $500.00
to The Guardian of Dreams. Our
two schools are proud to be associ-
ated with all of our sister Catholic
schools and are especially thankful
that students at Christ the King
share their gifts with us.

Thank you for your generosity
and thoughtfulness.

Sincerely,

Jim Selzer, Executive Director

Dear Friends in Christ:

What a pleasure and delight to
receive your beautiful gift of
$150.00 to help Jesus’ poorest chil-
dren in the Caribbean and Latin
America.

Your donation will help to pro-
vide much needed food for a fami-

ly in need. Children in Caribbean
countries such as Haiti, Jamaica
and Guyana do not enjoy the sim-
ple pleasures you and I may take
for granted. Many of these children
never see a crayon, a coloring
book, or cuddle a teddy bear. Most
of these children do not have toys,
puzzles or games to occupy their
time.

We are sure that Jesus is smil-
ing upon you for your willingness
to help the poor. And for being obe-
dient to His word, “doing unto oth-
ers as you would have them do unto
you”...Luke 6:31.

Thank you for giving to help
those who do not have anything.

A servant of the poor,

Nancy Nesselt
Donor Services Coordinator

Dear Christ the King:

Thank you so much for your
gift of $200.00 on August 11, 2003.

Thank you for helping us to
offer a genuine conversion of heart
and life to many young men, who
believe life can only hold darkness
and dread for them.

The 20th Anniversary was cele-
brated at the annual Festival of
Life, consisting of daily praise and
worship, catechesis, Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament, Holy Mass,
and evening musical dramas.

Community members came
fromhouses in all over the world to
pray together and with their fami-
lies, sharing in their new life in
Christ.

We pray for you and all those
you love,

Albino Aragno
Our Lady of Hope Community



Advent is a speceial

time. A wreath is spe-

ceial. The wreath is spe-

ceial becus it is macking

us reemember about

Jesus. We will opoin are

hearts. Advent is good

Ethan  
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This is a Advent wreath it is
the comeing of Jesus it has
for candles and for berries
on it to  I am trying to be
good
Ashton

What Advent Means to me...

Advent means Kindness and help-

fulness.

To everybody it means Jesus is com-

ing
The purple candles are preperation

and change. The pink candle means

sign of hope and joy.

The circle is Gods love forever.

Last is the evergreen means Jesus’s

coming. That’s what the things on an

Advent Wreath mean.

Karl B

Dear Father Thanh,
Happy Advent!We lit our first purple candle yester-

day. The purple candles stand for the

longing for Jesus and the pink is for

joy, the green for new life, the circle

for long lasting love.
Madelaine

What We Know About Advent

Advent is the four weeks that represents the four thou-
sand years in waiting for Christ.

Advent is the preparation for Christ’s coming.

Each candle represents one-thousand years on the
Advent Wreath

One of the main Old Testement characters during the
advent season is the prophet Isaiah.

The feast of the Immaculate Conception is during
Advent.

The Advent wreath represents the Church’s uniting in
preparing for Christ.

Chris I, Taylor M, Erik P, Judith C, Estephan V.  ☺

☺ are 6,7 & 8th grade

What Advent
means to me

I think Advent
is the waiting
and coming of
Jesus. My fami-

ly buys Advent
Calenders to wait for Jesus.

Tiffany R

Dear Father Thanh,
The Advent wreath is a sign

that Jesuses love will never end,

and the four candles stand for

the years that people wated for

the Messiah.Sarah R.

Dear Father Thanh,

Thank you for talking to us

about Advent. the purple can-

dles stand for preparation. the

pink candle stands for joy. An

Advent wreath is a circle like

the world and the world never

ever ends. And also the pink

candle stands for one more

week until Christmas.

Your Friend, Samantha

Letters From

Advent
During Advent you light four candles
After the 1st purple candle you light another pur-ple candle.

You celebrate Advent during Christmas.
Each week you light a candle.
Advent is a time of preparation for Christmas.Unknown  ☺

Advent
Advent means that it is preperation for Christmas

Advent means that we are preparing for the cele-
bration of Christmas and Christ’s birth.

Advent means that we are preparing for Jesus
Christ.

Waiting for the messiah.

Preparing for Christ.

Kirsten G, Taylor H, Taylor H, Robert J, Andy K☺

Dear Father Thanh

Advent is a time we

prepare the way of

God becomse Jesus is

coming. We light pur-

ple candles and pink.

The wreath stands for

Gods everlasting love.

Jesus is the light of

the World and the soul

of the eath. Ther are

four Sundays before

Christmas.
Mark W. 



Advent
1. Advent to me means a time of

waiting for Christ2. Advent is a time for the prepera-

tion of Jesus’ coming.
3. Advent is a time for preparing

for Jesus birth.4. Advent is when we wait for

Christs Birth
Unknown  ☺
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The School
Advent is a special time. In Advent I
gow to church. In Advent I get redy
for Jesus. We celebrate Advent. We
open are hearts becos we love. We
love and care for people. I love
Advent.
Jasmine

Dear, Father Thanh

There is 4 weeks in

Advent mean comeing. It

is a good idea to have a

Advent Wreath at and at

home.
Emily G.

What Advent Means to me.
It means to me waiting for Jesus to be born.
there is a reth that has four candles. One
stands for hope and joy. The other four
stands for waiting. It is imortant to light one
each week.
Daniel S.

Dear Father Thanh,Thankyou for talking to us

about Advent. I learned the pur-

ple candle stands for get ready for

Jesus’s birthday. The pink candle

stands for joy. there are four4

candles on a wreath. The wreath

is round because life never ends.

You light one Advent candle when

an Advent Sunday has gone by.

Love Your friend,Caitlyn C.

Five things about Advent

1. Four weeks before Christmas

2. Four candles in the wreath

3. 3 are purple

4. 1 is pink

5. Mass every week during advent

Morgan H, Katerina M, Kristin M  ☺

☺ are 6,7,& 8th grade

!!  AAddvveenntt  !!

1. We light 3 purple candles and 1 pink

2. We prepare for Jesus to come

3. 4 weeks before Jesus’ birth (x-mas)

4. We light 1 candle every Sunday

5. It is time for celebration & forgive-

ness

Connor M, Steven B, Shannon D,

Rachel M, Matthew M
In the dictionary Advent is “the

period including the four

Sundays just before Christmas”.

Well to me it means “waiting for

the time to celebrate when Jesus

Christ our Lord came for the first

time in human form down on

earth. It also means we are excit-

ed for the good things to come”.

Thant is w3hat Advent means to

me.
Jon K.

What does Advent Mean?

It means spending time in prayer.

A time of preparation for Christmas. Time of prayer.

A time for waiting on Christ’s birth.

A preparation for Christmas - time for prayer

Amy w., Tiffany C,Justin W, Alexis B  ☺

Dear Father Thanh,The Advent wreathe has fourcandles. Sove have a whitecandl in the center of thewreath and I know what thecandles mean. purple means thelongong of Jesus and the pinkcandle means joy and happi-ness
Brandon

We lignt the candles on the Advent

wreath for Jesus. We pray at the

Advent wreath. We light one candle

on the Advent wreath. The Advent

wreath is very speshel for us. Ever

body haves a Advent wreath.

Tristan

Dear Father Thanh
The pink candle is for joy. John the Baptist said.

Prepare the way Jesus is coming. Purple is for sor-
row3. There are four candles before Christmas.
Your Friend, Stephanie G
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by Lucille Guzzone

Our Religious Education Program for Children is so proud of our teen
stewards whose commitment to work far exceeds the requirements. The
youngsters are expected to obtain three service hours per month from
March to December, yet they actually do double time attending each
Wednesday evening class throughout the school year. They also help our
teachers during the months of January and February when they are not
required to turn in hours. Our teachers consider them a blessing and a
definite asset in the classroom, as their willing attitudes contribute to an
enjoyable and spirit filled atmosphere for the children.

Teen Stewards Working Overtime
for Religious Education

by Lucille Guzzone

As usual, the first meeting of
children and families in the
religious education school was
filled with excitement, anticipation,
and many questions. August 20,
2003, was set aside for the official
orientation and registration in the
Parish Hall and in the school
building. Father
Thanh welcomed
the families.
Father Roe was
introduced as the
spiritual advisor,
and Grace and
Ward Berkey
spoke to the
gathering about
the importance of
s t e w a r d s h i p .
Later parents and
students had the
opportunity to
meet with the individual teachers in
the classrooms and to address any
concerns before the actual
inception of regular classes on
August 27.

In addition to weekly class time
study and take-home assignments,
the program offers social as well as
religious opportunities. We offer
two holiday assemblies, the
opportunities for confession, and
learning the liturgy through
experiencing the Mass. We also
offer two covered dish dinners with
a question and answer period

addressed to one of the priests. Two
newsletters are also distributed
throughout the school year. 

Preparation for the Sacraments
is a vital part of the curriculum, and
the teachers of these classes stress
the importance of attendance each
week. These children will
participate in retreats and
workshops as part of their
experience. Parents of the children

who are to receive the Sacraments
must attend two mandatory
meetings emphasizing their
significant role in the enrichment
of their children’s spiritual growth.

Parents of
children in
all grades are
welcome to
participate in
the class
occasionally
or are
encouraged
to attend the
Marion Mass
which takes
place at the
same time as
their child’s
instruction. 

Religious Education for
Children is a vital part of parish
life. Although the weekly class is
only one hour per week, we
encourage the youngsters to take
home what they learn and, with the
help of Mom and Dad, to apply it in
their everyday life, both in school
and at home.

Religious Education for Children
Begins a New Year

Second grade Religious Education class

Seventh grade Religious Education class

A happy family at Religious Education

B
le

ss
in

g Father
Roe Fisher
prepares 

to bless the
pets on the

feast of 
St. Francis
of Assissi

by Chase Goodbread
reprinted with permission
Jacksonville Times Union

Bishop Kenny baseball player
Jeff Flagg has committed to
Mississippi State, extending the
Crusaders’ string of baseball
signees to the Southeastern
Conference school.

Flagg (6 feet 5, 220 pounds), an
outfielder, batted .368 with three
home runs as a part-time presence
in the Kenny batting order.

“He went to Mississippi State’s
camp, and whatever he did there
must have really caught their eye,”
Bishop Kenny coach Bob West

said. “He’s got a lot of power and is
just a great kid to work with. We’ve
got this maintenance building
behind the left-field fence, and
we’ve seen him put balls on the
roof of it.”

Flagg will be Kenny’s seventh
Mississippi State signee under
West, joining Tommy Raffo,
Charlie Anderson, Drew Williams,
Brian Terry, Travis Chapman and
Jonathan Papelbon. West said he
expects MSU coaches to move
Flagg to first base at the college
level.

The NCAA’s early signing
period for spring sports begins next
month.

of the Pets

Kenny outfielder
to sign with Mississippi State

We thank Messner Publications, Inc. and those who
advertise in our weekly bulletin for their support of

this paper.

Sports News!
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by Christina Venetia

Thanks to Onie Lee, Nancy
Powers, and all of their support,
another Youth Rally has gone off
without a hitch! Steve Angrisano
was our entertainer and our
keynote speaker. What a great guy.
He was hilarious!

The LIFE TEEN of Christ the
King and Holy Spirit was present
and accounted for. They danced!
They sang! They played a speed
round of Simon Says! All in all,
LIFE TEEN gathered together with
other youth in their diocese and
rallied for God!

Bishop Galeone was on hand,
too. He gave us an incredible
homily. He told us about the God-
shaped hole in our heart. He told us
that there is nothing in this world
that can fill it. We can try to fit
other things into it all day, but we
will be left wanting until we find
our God. He is the only one who
will fit and make our heart
complete. I know that story
touched our teens!

After Mass we got to go outside
and get videotaped sending a mass

“Happy Anniversary” tape to Pope
John Paul II. That’s right!! The
youth of the Diocese of St.
Augustine, including LIFE TEEN,
sent a videotaped message to our
pope! How cool is that!?

One group of our teens from
LIFE TEEN even got to take part in
a pilot for a series. At one of the
workshops, the teens got to play
parts in a TV show. They wore
make-up; had cues. There were
cameras, a director, a producer, and
extras. This all helped the speaker,
Brian Shields, to talk about making
Hollywood a more faith-filled
place. He also helped us to really
look out for what we watch.

There were many other
workshops, such as: “100%
Catholic, 100% Cool,” “Cast Out
Into the Deep with Steve
Angrisano,” “Youth Ministry,”etc.

The Youth Rally was a success.
A lot of teens came out and had a
blast with God. They met new
people. They got to know the ones
they were with even better. And
they got to send a shout out to the
pope! What else could you ask
for!!? 

Diocesan Youth Rally 2003

by Melissa Balaguer, 
Core Member of LIFE TEEN

LIFE TEEN celebrated its five-
year anniversary at Christ the King
in September. It seems like only
yesterday we were gathering under
the tent at Metro Park to celebrate
the first ever LIFE TEEN Mass in
Jacksonville. That is an experience
that some of us will not soon forget.
Together with Holy Spirit,
Resurrection, and Assumption
Nancy Powers and a group of youth
ministers and young adults took a
group of high school teens on a
retreat, and changed our lives
forever. What they didn’t know was
that through talks, praise and
worship and their awesome love
for our Lord that they would touch
and inspire so many to come and
join this wonderful family, which I
am proud to be a part of today.  

To celebrate our five-year
anniversary we invited back all of
our alumni that had been a part of
LIFE TEEN. We had teens from all
five years there from the class of
’99 to 2003, along with teens who
are now involved in the program.

It was so nice to see everyone
singing, dancing, laughing, and
sharing old stories and memories.

We started the afternoon off
with a welcome and prayer by
Father Thanh. Then our wonderful
Music for Life group got us
pumped up with some praise and
worship. We also played games and
watched alumni and teens perform
skits from past retreats. We enjoyed
food prepared by our wonderful
Life Support group. We  watched a
wonderful video made by David
Espiritu, David you ROCK!!!
Some of us cried, some laughed,
and others sang along as we took a
look back. We ended our
celebration with Mass celebrated
by Father Thanh.

As I look back on the past five
years I can’t believe all the
awesome things we have done
together.  LIFE TEEN is not just a
place we hang out on Sundays. It is
a family that keeps on growing.
And even though some of us leave
and some stay around we all will
always have a piece of LIFE TEEN
in our hearts.
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Christ the King Member Has 
Deep Family Roots

“A TRIBUTE”

Our dear Father Imfeld, in the years you have been with us, you
gave of yourself so unselfishly. You gave us your time, energy, and

talents. You shared your profound wisdom, wonderful sense of
humor and ongoing patience. You always laughed with us, but

never at us (you only laughed at yourself)!
You taught us by your example what true strength and humility are.

You also taught us that love is the way we should live our lives.
That love is not mere words or platitudes. Many people talk a lot
about love, but few put it into action the way you do every day of
your life. Because of your example, we know that love is caring

more about others than ourselves. That true love is doing what is
right, not what is popular or convenient. And you have taught us

that having high standards does not diminish love but enhances it.
You have always been here for us. You stood at the Altar and called

God down from Heaven, then gave him to us. By the power of
God given through his Church at your ordination, you have shared

with us the seven great Sacraments.
You have heard our confessions, dried our tears, and shared our

laughter. You have baptized, married, and anointed us, and buried
our loved ones and friends. AND you gave us your heart.

We now want to give you the gifts of our hearts, overflowing with
love, respect, loyalty, support, admiration, appreciation

and gratitude.
Please accept these gifts from our hearts to your heart, with your
love and prayers that God richly bless you, and send his angels to
surround and guard you, and that our Blessed Mother hold you

always to her heart.
You are a priest forever in the Order of Melchizedek. And you will

Always be OUR PRIEST.

by William Campbell

I recently had the pleasure of visiting my good friend, Bob Imfeld.
Bob is a long time member of Christ the King since the days of Father
Larkin. Unfortunately, he is confined to his home due to illness.

Bob, as usual, had news to tell me. His younger brother, Thomas
Joseph Imfeld is retiring at the age of 80, from priesthood in Corbin,
Kentucky. I had the pleasure of playing golf with Father Tom a couple
of times when he visited brother Bob in Jacksonville. I remember Father
Tom, not only for the fact he beat me at golf, but he had the knack of
“being a friend.”

Bob had in his possession a copy of a tribute to Father Tom Imfeld
from the parishioners of Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church of
Corbin, Kentucky. This tribute was so beautiful I asked Bob for permis-
sion to submit it for publication in the Christ the King quarterly
(Courier).

I Remember Father Hampson
by George Olin Middleton

When Father John J. Hampson
came to Christ the King in 1970, I
was serving as Bingo Chairman.
We had bingo every Friday night in
the old clubhouse, which was at the
rear of the Church property where
the Kingdome is now located.  The
clubhouse was two wooden bar-
racks buildings from Camp
Blanding placed side by side to
form one large area.  It was not an
imposing building, but it served the
needs of our growing parish.
Many activities were held there.  It
served as the school cafeteria until
the present facility was established.

Every Friday on my way to
bingo, I picked up some refresh-
ments.  After the games were over
we put away our gear and tidied up
the hall. We sat and talked until
after midnight when we could eat
the hot dogs that were left over.
Father Hampson always came
down from the rectory to be with
us. He was a jovial person and
enjoyed being with people. He
would have been there until 2:00 or
3:00 a.m. if someone would stay
and talk with him.  

When the Pope abolished
Friday abstinence and we did not
have to wait until after midnight to

eat meat I caught
Father Hampson
eating a hot dog.

“Father,” I
said, “are you
eating a hot dog
on Friday?”

He looked at
me with disgust
and said rather
b e l l i g e r e n t l y
“The Pope said I
can.”

One Friday
night we were
discussing the
joys of heaven
and pains of hell.
I do not recall
what was said,
but one of the girls made a remark
that brought an immediate
response from Father Hampson.

“Pam,” he said, “you are going
to be very surprised when you get
to heaven and find all the heathens
there.”

“That is ridiculous”, Pam said.
“You know a heathen cannot go to
heaven and find all the heathens
there.”

“Why not?”, Father Hampson
replied.  “If a heathen has lived all
his life by his own moral code,

doing what he
h o n e s t l y
believes is
right, then he is
just as entitled
to heaven as
you are.”

“I am so
glad to hear
you say that”, I
replied.  “I have
lived all my life
by my own
moral code and
it certainly is
comforting to
know that I am
going to heav-
en.”

“Ah” said
Father Hampson, shaking his fin-
ger at me.  “That is different.  You
know better.  You have been told.”

My wife was not a Catholic.
She was with me every Sunday at
Mass.  She supervised the children
on the playground at recess and
lunch time.  She made curtains for
the classrooms.  She chaperoned
overnight camping trips, but she
had never joined the church.  Jane
had a good friend who was in the
same situation - married to a
Catholic, raising her children in the

Faith, involved in school and
scouting activities - but she too had
never joined the church.

One day Jane said to her friend,
“Nell, I think it is time for me to
join the Church.”

Nell replied, “Me too.”
Jane and Nell went to Father

Hampson and began their instruc-
tions.  In the course of their lessons
Father Hampson went to Ireland on
vacation.  While he was away he
was transferred with Msgr.
Lenihan to San Jose Parish. When
he returned Jane asked him were
she and Nell stood.  He told her
that her parish had nothing to do
with it.

“I can take you into the
Catholic Church anywhere in the
world” he said.

So Nell and Jane went to San
Jose once or twice a week to con-
tinue their instructions.  When they
were ready, Father Hampson had a
special Mass for them on Sunday
afternoon.  He baptized them, gave
them First Communion, and
Confirmed them all at that one
beautiful ceremony.  Our son drove
down from college in South
Carolina for the occasion.

I will always remember Father
Hampson.  I loved the man.


