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The Catholic Schools Week (CSW) celebration at Christ
the King School began with an inspiring talk given to the
students by our pastor, Father Thanh, at the assembly in the
gym on Monday morning. Students were reminded of the
importance of keeping their Catholic faith and heritage as
the center of their lives.

During this celebratory week, the school community
contributed canned tuna and baked beans to the food drive.
This has become an annual and very successful service
project. The children and their families are very generous
in sharing and caring.

The Penny War also was a part of the CSW celebration.
The students all enjoy this service project and are full of
enthusiasm toward contributing.

On Tuesday, the students came together to listen to a
short biography on Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, followed by
a recitation of the Holy Rosary in the church.

“Scooter Ball,” a fun competition was held in the gym
on Thursday. Everyone enjoyed participating in cheering
their team on or taking part in the game. This was preceded

by an individual competition by students in a fun activity
involving eye-hand coordination. It was great to watch the
dexterity of the children and the skill they exhibited.

Blue and gold ribbons were worn all week by the
students and faculty to commemorate this special week and
everyone was treated to an ice cream at lunch.

Our school community has a rich heritage filled with
faith and service. The students at Christ the King have
come to share these gifts with the larger community of
Jacksonville. Throughout the year, service to those in need
is an ongoing mission. The children and their families
contribute generously whenever called upon, giving to
those in need following the way of Christ.

Catholic Schools Week is a time to reflect upon the gifts
that a Catholic education brings. This was a week set aside
not only to celebrate Catholic School Week but also to
celebrate the blessings that God has given them. They have
been well prepared to open their minds and hearts to others
and to enrich their lives by giving of their time, talent, and
treasure.

Catholic Schools Week

January 26 -
January 31

2004
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At this time I would like to
thank everyone who helped in the
decision-making process for our
most recent changes at Christ the
King Parish and School. 

First of all I would like to thank
Warren Powers, Jere Rillstone and
the finance committee for taking
the time to help us assess our needs
and to work-up a plan of action.

I extend  my deepest
appreciation to Pat Thomas and the
Stewardship Committee for their
hard work in helping us to get the
information out to you, planning
the special dinners, stuffing letters
and supporting our decisions.

I especially want to express my
gratitude to all of you for your
input and for your understanding
and loyalty to this parish.

I want to thank everyone for
helping to make our Advent &
Christmas season a wonderful
experience. Everyone did a
wonderful job: the ushers and
greeters, the liturgy, choirs, altar
servers, the cleaning and
decorating of the gathering area,
church and church grounds, and the
traffic controllers. 

One event I especially liked
during the Christmas season was
the Feast of the Epiphany Many
languages were spoken at the Mass
including Arabic, English, French,
German, Hindi, Italian, Latin,
Polish, Spanish, Tagalog, and
Vietnamese. It reminds me of the
Gospel reading where the Apostles
first spoke the “Good News” to the
people after the Holy Spirit came to
them. Each of these languages was
spoken by parishioners . . . . it
expresses the diversity of our
parish. 

After Communion we moved to
the Crucifix and fountain and we
blessed our new Crucifix. I looked
around and saw all of you. The
expressions on your faces were like
those of the children when we
watched them bring in the new
corpus. I smiled as I remembered
Janet Morton’s announcement to
the children when He came “Jesus
has arrived!” It was a beautiful day
for the dedication. 

Then we moved on to the
Parish Hall for a wonderful array of
delicacies. Members and friends
walked around tables laden with
various foods from all over the

world. Entertainment was provided
by Bobby Flynn and some danced
to his rendition of the“Unicorn”
song. I thank God for His many
blessings.

The Feast of the Epiphany was
also the Kick-Off for our 50th

Anniversary. Several projects  are
in the making during this year that
will lead us up to the celebration on
September 26. It is my hope that
you and your family will take
advantage of special events we
have lined up.

If you would like to be in on the
making of this celebration please
call Mike Mackin or visit our 50th

Anniversary web site:
ctk50th@comcast.net to see what
is on the agenda. Find out what
your favorite ministry is doing for
the celebration and join in with
them to make this special landmark
in Christ the King Catholic
Church’s history. All ministries are
invited to add to the celebration.
Some of the projects underway are
quilts, cookbooks, and
commemorative books.

Also, plans are being made for
a spectacular dinner and dance on
the evening of September 26. Our
choir director, Dr. Bernie Sans, and
his members are busy practicing
for various events such as the
Choral Vespers during Lent.

Please remember your church
and your priests in your prayers.
Please pray for our anniversary
celebration. The 50th Anniversary
Committee has a special prayer for
us to use from now until
September. I’ll include it here. May
your Lenten Season be a time for
you and your family to come closer
together to praise and worship our
Lord Jesus.

Prayer for our
50th Anniversary

Please say this every day for
our parish and the success of our
anniversary planning.

Heavenly Father, 
As our parish celebrates its

golden anniversary, we ask you to
bless our priests, friends and
families; those who started this
parish and are no longer with us
and those who continue the
discipleship.

When we were poor, You
showed us how to rely on You.
When we needed shelter, You
helped us build. When we needed
guidance, Your Spirit led us. When
we sought knowledge, You
supplied our every need.

We ask that You strengthen our
discipleship and renew our Church,
as we look forward to the future,
trusting in You, believing in You,
welcoming You.

We beg You to fill us with
Your Spirit and strengthen our
stewardship as we continue to build
Your Kingdom on earth.

Amen

Talking with 
Father Thanh

Editor’s Note  
We are coming to the close of

another year of the Courier . . . our
sixth year. I am grateful to
everyone who sent us articles and
pictures during these last six years.
My hope is that we will continue to
produce the best paper we can.
Without your dedication and hard
work our newspaper would not
exist. All are invited to write
articles and submit pictures. I hope
you continue to look forward to
each issue. Without your interest
there would be no need to
communicate the good news.

A lot has happened since our
last edition. The music room has
been renovated. Our new Crucifix
(on top of the fountain) has arrived
and was blessed on Epiphany
Sunday. Advent and Christmas
have passed us by. And these
events are just the tip of the
iceberg.

Within this issue you will find
information on what happens at
Christ the King. You will also find
letters, responses to letters written
since the last issue, opinions, and
poems. We have several teens who
have submitted articles on sports,
faith, and interviews with notable
people. To help you plan your
calendar we have included ads and
information on what events will be
coming soon to Christ the King. We

want to thank those ministries who
keep us informed by submitting
their calendar of events.

We have strived to bring to you
stories about those who helped to
begin this church and stories of
their faith journey. We have stories
about the priests who dedicated
themselves to provide us spiritual
guidance and the religious who
taught our young people. We hope
that you have learned what makes
Christ the King community a
loving, caring, committed group
who love and serve others.

I also thank Christ the King
Courier Committee for its unfailing
dedication in coming to meetings
and  helping to put all the news
together in Quark. We have gone
through good times, sad times and
funny times as well. I am proud of
our achievements and I hope that
you are, too. I am proud to call all
of you “friend”.

I have been the editor of this
paper since its inception and
secretary at Christ the King for
eleven years and I am still in awe of
the many volunteers who manage
to find the time to help.  I dedicate
this issue to all of you who sacrifice
to make our parish one of which we
can all be proud.

Happy reading!
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clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility, gentleness and
patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint
against another.  The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all
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your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body."
Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the
King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to refuse articles, poetry,
advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. The appearance of
advertising in these pages does not imply endorsement of businesses, services and
products.  Readers must exercise prudence in responding to advertising in all media.
Political advertising not accepted. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials
submitted for publication.



February, 2004 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 3

What’s Happening

We would like to welcome the following individuals and families to the
Christ the King Community:

Baptisms:

We would like to announce the following people who
were recently baptized into the Catholic Church:

We would like to acknowledge the following parishioners who were
recently united in the  Sacrament of Marriage:

Deaths:
The following people are recently deceased members of our parish for
whom we offer our special prayers:

Marriages:

Thank You,
Father Thanh

Dear Father Thanh,

My name is Alicia Birch and my dad and I attend the 10:00 a.m. Mass
every Sunday morning. On the weekend that we were celebrating the
feast of St. Vincent de Paul you not only told a great homily but made a
good point when you said at the end, “St. Vincent pray for us because we
are poorer than we know,” you not only grabbed my attention but your
homily affected me in so many ways it has made me think about my
actions everyday. I also remember you mentioning something about St.
Vincent de Paul being the saint who helped the poor. Well, I have made
future plans to go and help out at the soup kitchen and possibly other
activities to help the poor.

Well, I just wanted you to know what an inspiration it still is to me.
Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Alicia Birch

P.S. Feel free to use this if you feel any need to. Thank you again.

What an enjoyable read I had of your November issue. It was wonder-
ful. It is so interesting reading people’s stories and to learn the history of
the parish through them. Each issue shows how alive the parish is.

I copied Olin Middleton’s article about Father Hampson and sent it to
Father Tony Little, his nephew, who is also a Holy Ghost Father. He was
delighted with it and passed it on to other members of the family. I also
sent a copy of it to our headquarters in Ireland for the archives.

Keep up the good work. I eagerly await the February issue.

God bless you and your work.
Father Brian

Greetings 
to all the Courier Staff

This year was another banner year for the Advent Tree Program. The 
following recipients sent Trudy Cameron Thank You letters which we
printed here:

Recipients of Advent Tree Program
Express Their Gratitude

John Anderson
The Blanca Baez Family
The Paul Crist Family
Patricia Guinan
Thang Lian
The Joseph McGuire Family
Mr. & Mrs. Ariston Librero
The Chris Della Rocco Family

The John Garcia Family
Genevieve Brown
The Philip Conde Family
The Charley Akel Family
Christina Spears
The Jendy Sharp Family
The Julio Vargas Family

Ezekiel Peter de La Cruz Bunag
Lynn Nhat Vy Nguyen
Jeffrey A. Comora
Simone Remedios Ramsay
Haley Paige Crist
Hunter Samuel Crist
Hanna Jane Crist
Christine Hoang-Dung Vu
Jillian N. H. N. Nguyen

Alyssa Marie Brown
Cherish Enderby Balangue
Joelle-Vang Van Nguyen
Diana Le Nguyen
Elizabeth Lynn Nguyen
Cassidy June Lim Chiong
Ariana Esperznza Vargas
Dominic Alexander-Sevidal Conde

Duc Minh Nguyen and T. Linh Phuong Pham on November 1, 2003
Victor Regalado and Margaretta Magay Ranada on November 22, 2003
Carlos V. Thompson and Adaliz Gorbea on November 29, 2003

Norman Vincent Scanlon
James G. Johns
Juanita B. Sawyer
Krista Lynn Thibault
Milton L. Hagelberger, II
Erminia N. Everett
Janice Schwingl
Ronald James Burke
Raymond Aponte
Edward J. Leonard, Jr.

Randy Scott Gleason
Margaret Campbell
Hugh Grable
Theresa Gilman
Margaret Gallagher
Lawrence Patrick
Janine McGofy Kelly
Elsie Conway Imfield
Cyril A Kothman
Rosemary T. Greene

January 7, 2004
Trudy Cameron
Christ the King Catholic Church

Dear Parishioners,

The children, families and staff
of Children’s Home Society join
me in sending you our sincerest
appreciation for your kindness this
Holiday Season.  We had the most
wonderful time. Everyone got what
he or she asked for from Santa. The
parties were lots of fun especially
Santa arriving on a Harley! And the
campus sparkled with holiday
lights, thanks to Blue Cross and
Blue Shield.

This is the time of year that we
think of how fortunate we are to
have so many kind and thoughtful
friends. Without your support, not
only at the holidays but all year
long, we could not provide such
joyous, memorable times for the
children.

We send our best wishes for a
safe, healthy and happy new year to
all.  Again thank you from the bot-
tom of our hearts.

Sincerely,
Joan M. Connolly
Development Specialist
Christ the King Catholic Church

Personal Attention: Trudy Cameron

Dear Trudy,
On behalf of the AngelAID

Board of Directors and our
AngelFAMILIES we would like to
thank you for your generous sup-
port, dedication and time you gave

to AngelAID this year coordinating
the Holiday Donations. Because of
you and people like you, AngelAID
is continuing to be there for our
AngelKIDS and AngelFAMILIES.

We are the very last hope for so
many of our clients/patients and
2003 was a very challenging year
both financially and being able to
offer so much needed services for
our area children.

We are making a difference
because you care enough to help us
make a difference, One Angel at a
Time! We sincerely ask for your
continued cooperation in our
endeavors. Thanking people does
not always seem enough to us and
to express how many donations
like yours add up into giant
amounts, this allows us to continue
to do whatever is needed. Please do
not hesitate to contact me personal-
ly for any more information you
might need. Please continue to help
us spread the word to others about
AngelAID and the good that is hap-
pening right here in our area so we
can continue to make a larger
impact in 2004.

Our AngelKIDS are very spe-
cial and so is your kindness to help
us. May you and yours have a very
special GOD- FILLED 2004 New
Year! You make our Hearts Sing!

Soaring,
Dr. Carl R. Shipley, Sr.
President and Co-Founder Chief
Operating Officer

Continued on page  21
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THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS

I.  Jesus is Condemned to Death.
This Nazarene had claimed to be

the Son of God Most High;
The Pharisees resented Him 

and sentenced Him to die.

II.  Jesus Carries the Cross.
They made a crown of spiny thorns;

they beat and whipped Him, too,
And made Him carry His heavy cross.

How much He suffered through!

III.  Jesus Falls the First Time.
He fell beneath the heavy weight,

His body filled with pain;
They pulled at Him to make Him stand

and shoulder His cross again.

IV.  Jesus Meets His Mother.
His eyes beheld His mother’s face

as she stood aside from the crowd;
Her face expressed her sorrow and pain;

no words could she speak aloud.

V.  Simon Help Jesus to Carry the Cross.
They thought that Jesus would perish too soon,

before He reached the hill;
So Simon was forced to carry the cross;

he helped against his will.

VI.  Veronica Wipes the Face of Jesus.
Blood was streaming from Jesus’ head,

down His face so pale;
Veronica wiped His face and received

Its imprint on her veil.

VII.  Jesus Falls the Second Time.
The scourging and bleeding had taken their toll

on a body wracked with pain;
His legs were getting weaker now, 

and He fell to the road again.

VIII.  Jesus Consoles the Women of Jerusalem.
Despite His pain and weakness now,

He paused along the road,
Consoling the women from Jerusalem,

then shouldered His heavy load.

IX.  Jesus Falls the Third Time.
His arduous journey was nearly through,

but He could walk no more;
He fell to His knees on the stones in the road,

crushed by the weight He bore.

X.  Jesus is Stripped of His Garments.
When He reached the place called Golgotha,

His trepidation grew;
They tore the garments from His back,

op’ning His wounds anew.

XI.  Jesus is Nailed to the Cross.
With spikes they nailed His hands and feet

to the cross He had carried there;
Ignoring His screams and moans of pain,

they raised the cross in the air.

XII.  Jesus Dies on the Cross.
For three long hours He hung on the cross,

struggling to take each breath;
In mercy and love He prayed for us,

as He awaited His death.

XIII.  Jesus is Taken Down From the Cross.
His lifeless body was gently released

and lowered to the ground;
Mary breathed a final goodbye,

her tears and grief unbound.

XIV.  Jesus is Laid in the Sepulcher.
His body was laid in the sepulcher,

His pain and suffering done;
He had taken on Himself the effects of our sins,

and our salvation He had won.

–verse by Kathleen L. Purtle

by Kristina Francisco

The question has been asked more than
once: “So just what did we learn at Christ the
King?” The answer is seemingly obvious: the
alphabet, the number system, arithmetic,
algebra, writing skills – and the list continues.
But the most important lesson gleaned from
within its wide hallways and well-lit
classrooms ran far deeper than any academic
subject. Rather than a lesson, it was more like
a gift. It was the gift of faith.

It began in kindergarten as a simple “God
loves you.” As the years wore on, this truth
never changed, although it seemed as though
everything else did.

“Decisions became harder and more complex,” said Christ the King graduate
Kimberly Oquindo (class of ’01). “Christ the King built my religious foundation. I
came to love God more and more every day.”

For others, this unchanging truth changed them, as was the case with ’02
graduate, Anthony Inyang.“I was converted from bad to good, like St. Augustine,”
said Inyang

Faith is a powerful, compelling force. Lives have been saved because of it.
Unimposing, it can intertwine itself within the core of our beings – if it is planted
correctly. Just as lives have been saved, lives have also been wasted for lack of it.
Yet for all its simple truth and beauty, faith can also be a complex and intangible
abstraction. How can a middle school student, or even a high school student fully
understand what the implications of God, or their place in the world, or what is
means to be human, are? How can one teacher stand up and tell an entire classroom
full of kids what faith is, when faith is a uniquely individual experience? Wouldn’t
that make the “gift of faith” a pre-packaged one?

The truth is, the teachers don’t teach faith. They let the students live it. Faith is
an ongoing experience that continues to adulthood, and does not end until your life
does. Faith cannot be “taught” and then left alone. Faith is dynamic, and the
wonderful thing about it is, it grows with you.

The most anyone can do, no matter the stage of faith, was summed up nicely by
former student Kristin Hayes (class of ’01): “I know to step up, to be a better person.
That’s what Jesus did.”

FFaa ii tthh ::
AA RR ee ff ll ee cc tt ii oo nn

by Lucille Guzzone

On November 16, 2003, I had the
privilege of speaking about stewardship
at every Mass. 

This was the first time that I had the
opportunity to witness the differences of
the Masses and experience the
uniqueness of each one all during one
weekend. Each one has its own specific
personality. I do not know whether it is
the time of day or night, the amount or
type of music, or the general make-up of
the congregation that gives every
celebration its own flavor, but there are
definite distinctions. The liturgy of
course, is the same, but dissimilarities
exist; they are obvious and are not very
subtle.

For example, the 5:00 p.m. Mass, on
Saturday evening is, for the most part,
quiet and hushed. The atmosphere is
rather casual as one cantor and the
organist provide the music. The 7:00
a.m. Mass on Sunday morning is even
more calm and still. Music is not
provided, but surprisingly, and
considering the early hour, it is quite
well attended. The 8:30 a.m. Mass is
much more lively. There is more

movement in the pews. It is the
children’s Mass and is very family
oriented. Children actively participate in
the liturgy as singers, musicians, lectors
and greeters. The 10:00 a.m. Mass
provides the full adult choir. The sound
is spiritually moving. It is the most
populated of the services and has an
atmosphere of pleasant camaraderie.
The noon Mass seems to be very similar
to the Saturday afternoon vigil service.
But because it is Sunday, the people are
a bit more “dressed-up.” The LIFE
TEEN Mass at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday
afternoon presents a real treat to an
unsuspecting congregant. It is  unique.
As one would expect, because it is
designed for our teens, it is quite lively
and animated. It appears that those in the
pews are really enjoying themselves as
they worship in an extremely profound
way. 

I was tempted to give the Masses
names such as “Faith” and “Lily” and
“Wild Bill,” but after some
consideration, I considered that a bit too
irreverent. No matter how we worship -
quietly, joyfully, boisterously, silently,
sincerely - we pray as a diverse
community is what really matters.

The Distinct Personalities 
of Our Masses
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As with the symbols discussed
in the last issue on the peaks of the
stained glass windows on the left of
the church as you enter, there are
seven stained glass windows on the
right side of the church as well.
The shortest window, like its
counterpart on the left, has no
symbol at the peak of the window.
It depicts Christ’s healing.

The next window is of the
Presentation in the Temple.  We
are told in the Catholic
Encyclopedia available on the
internet that “according to the Law
of Leviticus 12:2-8 the Jewish
mother of a male child had to
present herself forty days after his
birth for legal purification;
according to Exodus 13:2 and
Numbers 18:15 the first-born son
had to be presented on the same
occasion.”  When the rites had been
completed St. Simeon held the
Infant Jesus and prayed to God in
the canticle we now call the Nunc
Dimittis and then said to Mary,
“Behold this child is set for the fall,
and for the resurrection of many in
Israel, and for a sign which shall be
contradicted.  And thy own soul a

sword shall pierce, that, out of
many hearts, thoughts may be
revealed,” Luke 2:34-35.  This
window has at its peak a heart with
a dagger piercing as the symbol.

Following is a window of the
Last Supper in which the Holy
Eucharist was given to those who

would follow Jesus.  The symbol at
the apex of this window is the well
known symbol of the Holy
Eucharist, the chalice with the Host
above and behind.  We see this
symbol in real life at every Mass
when the priest elevates the
consecrated host and says, “Behold
the Lamb of God.”  This symbol is
easily recognized by the people of
the Church.

In Luke, chapter 2, we read
about Mary and Joseph going to

Jerusalem when Jesus was about 12
years old.  When Mary and Joseph
left Jerusalem Jesus remained and
only after  three  days were His
parents able to find Him.  He was
talking with the doctors, listening
to them, and learning from them.
In His innocence He asked them,
“How is it that you sought me?  Did
you not know that I must be about
my father’s business?”  (Luke 2:49)
To highlight the innocence – rather
than impudence – the symbol at the

apex of this window is the daisy.
This is actually a rather late
Christian symbol having been used
only since the 15th century to depict

the innocence of the Christ Child
because it is thought to be less
exotic and pretentious than the lily
which is another symbol for
innocence and purity.

There is hardly a soul who
would not recognize that the
shamrock would be an appropriate
symbol for the window illustrating
St. Patrick, the patron saint of
Ireland.  Whether or not he actually
drove snakes out of Ireland, he did
use the symbol of the common
shamrock growing in plenty in the
fields to teach the complicated
concept of the Trinity – Three

Divine Persons in One God  –  in
terms the people could see and
understand.  Perhaps it is less well
known that the scene at the feet of
St. Patrick of a town and a road
leading to a bridge is actually from
a picture of Monsignor Danaher’s
boyhood home.

The beautiful window of Jesus
as the Good Shepherd has a cross
with a base and within an orb.
There are many different crosses

and each one has its own story to
tell.  This comes closest to being
the Cross Triumphant, or Victory.
This cross symbolizes the final
triumph and reign of Christ over
the world.  It is often used to
indicate that He reigns in glory and
on the internet you can find this
cross under Symbols in Christian
Art and Architecture where it says
its special season is Christ the King
Sunday.  How appropriate for our
church setting.

Finally there is the window
telling the story of the
Annunciation.  Atop this window is
a crown which leaves no doubt of
the royalty that is the Virgin Mary,
Queen of Heaven, Mother of Jesus
Christ.

When looking at the stained
glass windows in the church, it is
hoped that the two articles talking
about the symbols at the top of each
window, will instill a deeper
meaning for each window.  Look at
other churches as you travel around
and see what symbols you
recognize, and let them speak to
you more clearly or on a deeper
level.  If you find some symbol for
which you want an explanation, let
Father Carr or someone on the
Courier staff know so we can
investigate.

Symbols

Prayer for our 50th Anniversary
Please say this every day for our parish

and the success of our anniversary planning

Heavenly Father, 
As our parish celebrates our golden anniversary, 

we ask you to bless our priest, friends and families
those who started this parish and are no longer with us

and those who continue the discipleship.

When we were poor, You showed us how to rely on You.
When we needed shelter, You helped us build.
When we needed guidance, Your Spirit led us.

When we sought knowledge, You supplied our every
need.

We ask that You strengthen our discipleship
and renew our Church, as we look forward to the

future, 
trusting in You, believing in You, welcoming You.

We beg You to fill us with Your Spirit
and strengthen our stewardship 

as we continue to build Your Kingdom on earth.
Amen

Mary Our Mother
by Therese C (5a)

The angel Gabriel appeared to Mary
to tell her about the baby she was to carry.

His name would be Jesus for He is our King
when He was born the angels would sing.

She traveled by donkey to a far away place
to deliver the baby with a beautiful face.
He was born in a manger full of straw.
They came to adore Him full of awe.

He got lost when He was still a boy.
When Mary found Him she was full of joy.

Mary you taught us to pray each day.
We honor you in the month of May.

Mary you had a son,
Who came to earth so God’s will would be done.
God picked you to be the mother of our savior,

Because you have model behavior.
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A Tribute to Monsignor T. Leo Danaher

by Carol-Ann Black

On Monday, December 1, 2003 at Our Lady
Star of the Sea, Ponte Vedra, a Memorial Mass was
celebrated by Monsignor Mortimer Danaher for his
younger brother Monsignor Timothy Leo Danaher,
who had died at 72 (cancer) on November 25, 2003.
More than 50 priests and several nuns, some from
the religious order of the Sisters of Mercy, were in
attendance. 

Monsignor T. Leo Danaher was among the
77 Irish priests recruited for service in the state of
Florida during the 1950s  and 1960s. At one time
these Irish priests comprised 50 percent of the total
of priests in North Florida; today there are fewer
than 20 of Irish descent. It was a unique time in the
life of the Church in North Florida.

After being ordained in Ireland on June 5,
1955, Monsignor Leo Danaher spent his first three
years in Florida in three different parishes.  He came
to Jacksonville in l958 and became the founding
pastor of Sacred Heart Church in 1959.  During his time at Sacred Heart he enlisted a group of Mercy Sisters,
who came also from Ireland, and established the parish school. The Sisters of Mercy still serve there.

In l972 Monsignor Leo established Our Lady Star of the Sea in Ponte Vedra, and he served this parish
until 1999, when he retired. During that time the parish
grew from seventy-odd families to over l800, and,
before retiring, he dedicated the Palmer Catholic
Academ at Our Lady Star of the Sea. Monsignor Daniel
Logan became pastor of Star of the Sea after
Monsignor Danaher and said in praise of him that,
despite his lengthy tenure and considerable accom-
plishments, he never meddled or interfered in the run-
ning of the parish. “He walked out and I walked in. When he left, he left.  That’s the kind of guy he was.”

At the service, Bishop Galeone thanked Monsignor Leo . . .  “and all the Irish priests for their mission
that we sometimes take for granted. They left their homeland and came here. The Southeast would be nowhere
without their love and dedication to the Catholic Church.” What a wonderful legacy!  Monsignor was part of
that Irish era building the Church in North Florida, and he will continue to be a part of our future through the
parishes and schools that he established during his long priesthood.

We at Christ the King offer our condolences again to our Monsignor Danaher—Mortimer Danaher—
who served as pastor of our parish for 20 years.

Born - October 11, 1931
Ordained - June 5, 1955

Deceased - November 25, 2003

Lord, hear
the prayer that we

offer for T. Leo, your
servant and priest.

He faithfully fulfilled
his ministry to your

Church. May he
rejoice forever in the

fellowship of your
saints. AMEN

May the road rise to

meet you;

May the wind be always at

your back;

May the sun shine warm

upon your face 

And rains fall soft upon

your fields;

And until we meet again,

May God hold you in the

hollow of His hand.

Anonymous
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by Carol-Ann Black

This year’s holiday season has been a unique one for me. I took part
in three different programs at Marywood from early December until early
January. Each one was completely different from the others, and each was
truly a joy.  (I’m into Joy this year.) Early in December I enjoyed a day of
Christmas card writing. It began about 9:30 a.m., when five or six of us
gathered in the Marywood library. Each of us settled into our individual
writing tables which were arranged in a circle.  In the middle of the circle
was a small Advent tree all decorated with pink and purple bows to
remind us of the sacred season. A boom box provided sacred, secular, and
silly holiday music that enhanced the atmosphere. At varying intervals,
Sister Kathleen offered readings from Matthew and a few prayers. When
we were not attending to prayer, we wrote our Christmas greetings to
friends and family. Lunch was delicious, and by the end of our time
together, we had all put a good dent in our card lists. It was such a simple
premise, and so rewarding—it set the stage for the rest of Advent.

The second Marywood day for me came ten days later. Again we
began at 9:30 a.m. The title of the program was “Through Mary’s Eyes,”
offered by Anne Coyle of San Jose parish. She wrote her monologue and
composed original music to describe the life of Jesus through the eyes of
His mother. We were about 15 women this time—all of us mothers—and
completely attuned to Anne’s cheerful, humorous, sorrowful and sacred
approach to the life of Mary, the Mother of Jesus.

Now we come to the third Marywood day, which completed my
Christmas triduum. This time it was a Mother-Daughter Retreat offered
by our own parishioners, Bootsie Rhoden and her daughter, Stacee Vestal.
I attended with my daughter, Carol-Ann of San Juan del Rio parish. We
were about 36 women this time. Mothers and daughters had come from
Jacksonville, Gainesville, South Florida, and Indiana especially for this
overnight retreat. Because I see Bootsie from time to time at Christ the
King, I knew that she and Stacee were very nervous about doing this
presentation—it was a first for them. No need to worry. They were able
to connect very sincerely with all of us and were able to draw everyone
into participation. It was reassuring to watch  this wonderful mother-
daughter team create the sacred and joyous atmosphere that we all
enjoyed. The whole point to this retreat was to reinforce the special
communication bonds that exist between mothers and their daughters.
And they did it well. I look forward to doing another mother/daughter
retreat next year with my other daughter, Juli in Philadelphia.

SO — that’s my story and I’m sticking to it. These three Marywood
days helped me to enjoy a more spirit-centered Advent and Christmas
season. I highly recommend a day at Marywood as a true spiritual tonic.
The peace and serenity are magical.

Days of
Recol lect ion

Memorial Mass in Ireland
Monsignor T. Leo Danaher

Ballyhahill, County Limerick
On Saturday, the sixth of December, the Danaher family had a

memorial Mass in their home parish church for Monsignor T. Leo
Danaher. Monsignor Mort, as well as another brother, Matt, and sisters,
Reena and Peg, were present. In addition to family members, a number of
Irish priests who had known him while they were in Jacksonville, were in
attendance. They were: Father Willy Kingston, C.S.Sp., Father Jerry
Lanbe, C.S.Sp., formerly of the Cathedral Basilica in Saint Augustine,
and our own Father Tom McCarthy, C.S.Sp. and Father Brian Carey,
C.S.Sp. formerly of Christ the King. The Vicar General of the Diocese of
Limerick, Monsignor Liam Boyle was also in attendance.

The main celebrant of the Mass was Father Mort Stanley, who is a
first cousin to the Danahers. He was a classmate of Monsignor Leo
throughout school and seminary and they were ordained on the same day
as well.

Father Brian Carey made special mention in a recent letter that the
Holy Ghost Order was especially grateful to Monsignor T. Leo and
Monsignor Mort Danaher for their generosity to Holy Ghost missions in
mission appeals, and support for their retired missionaries. Obviously,
Monsignor Leo will be missed on both sides of the Atlantic for a very
long time.

Now sweetly lies
old Ireland

Emerald green
beyond the foam,
Awakening sweet

memories,
Calling the heart

back home

Calendar of Events to Commemorate the
Fiftieth Anniversary of Christ the King

March 16—Lenten Choral Vespers—
7:00 p.m. in the church

May 27—Rosary Rally and Benediction—
7:00 p.m. in the church  

Hosted by the Legion of Mary

June—Vietnamese program—date to be announced

July 17—Sock Hop—a fun family evening

August   —Remembrance and Requiem—Bernie Sans.
Refreshments hosted by MOMS

September 17—Choral Festival

September 26 - Noon Mass - Bishop Larkin, presider

September 26—Dinner-Dance—6:00 p.m. until ?

5500tthh
AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy

Cruise
Alaska
July 18 - 25,

2004
If you are 

interested in more 
details call 

Claretta at 743-9998 
orJean at 744-5937

Celebrate our church’s 50th anniversary 
& raise money for the benefit of our parish

Father Thanh will celebrate Mass 
daily on board ship
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M a s sM a s s
by Darlene O’Neal

“I believe that the unarmed
truth and unconditional love will
have the final word in reality. I still
believe that we shall overcome. “
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. Ph. D

The Cathedral-Basilica of
St. Augustine was the setting
for the 18th annual Commemoration
Mass for peace and racial harmony.
Retired Bishop John Snyder
presided at the afternoon Mass on
Sunday, January 18th, along with
several other priests from within
the diocese. Before Mass began, a
presentation of “Damali” liturgical
dancers performed to “I Need You
Now.” 

The Knights of Columbus
Diocesan Color Guard escorted the
procession of Bishop Snyder,
priests, deacons and altar servers as
the gospel choir sang “We’ve
Come This Far By Faith.” It was a
powerful rendition as the
congregation joined in song.

All of the parishes in the
diocese were represented. One of
our Christ the King parishioners,
Mrs. Perselphone Coleman, was
the lector for the first reading. Also,
our own Father Rouville Fisher
was the homilist. Father related the
difficulties of being multiracial
while growing up in Alabama. He
told of the sacrifices of some so
that others might have a chance in
life. Father said that today, thanks
to Martin Luther King, opportunities
are more plentiful. He asked “What
is best for the folks around us?” and
added that we can change the lives
of the many around us. Father told
us to do as Jesus commanded us:
“Love one another as I have loved
you.”

The gospel choir was the
combined uplifting voices from the
parishes of San Jose, St. Pius, Holy
Rosary, Crucifixion and St.
Benedict the Moor. Humanitarian
awards were presented to two
deserving individuals and also to
the Boy Scout troop from
Assumption parish, who raised
$3,000.00 for African children.

Bishop Snyder closed the Mass
with a special blessing, followed by
the recessional song, “We Are
United.”

A reception was held in the
Robert Baker Hall on St. George
Street. Chelsia Young, one of the
“Damali” dancers, performed a
special tribute to the Director of
Black and Native American
Ministries, Ella “Queen Tlkale”
Simmons.

This special Commemoration
Mass and reception was very
special indeed.

His Eyes
written by Kathryn Robinson in 1969

The eyes of Our Lord are shining down
The voice of our hearts will say

If the face of a loved one holds a frown
We look to Our Lord and pray

For the words of a prayer hold
truth and love

For the eyes of Our Lord to see
All you need to do, is ask of Him

He will be there, as He is with me.

Thank you, Jesus

PrayerPrayer in in AmericaAmerica
submitted by Father Neil Carr
taken from the Internet 

I don’t believe in Santa Claus,
but I’m not going to sue somebody
for singing a Ho-Ho-Ho song in
December.

I don’t agree with everything I
was taught in school, but I didn’t go
out and hire a lawyer when my high
school teacher taught me.

Life, liberty or your pursuit of
happiness will not be endangered
because someone says a 30- second
prayer before a football game. So
what’s the big deal? It’s not like
somebody is up there reading the
entire book of Acts. They’re just
talking to a God THEY believe in
and asking that God to grant safety
to the players on the field and the
fans going home from the game.

“But it’s a Christian prayer,”
some will argue. Yes, and this is the
United States Of America, a
country founded on Christian
principles.

According to our very own
phone book, Christian churches
outnumber all others better than
200-to-1. So what would you
expect – somebody chanting Hare
Krishna? If I went to a football
game in Jerusalem, I would expect
to hear a Jewish prayer. If I went to
a soccer game in Baghdad, I would
expect to hear a Muslim prayer. If I
went to a ping pong match in
China, I would expect to hear
someone pray to Buddha. And I
wouldn’t be offended. It wouldn’t
bother me one bit.  When in Rome?

“But what about the atheists?”
is another argument. What about

them? Nobody is asking them to be
baptized. We’re not going to pass
the collection plate. Just humor us
for 30 seconds. If that’s asking too
much, bring a Walkman or a pair of
ear plugs. Go to the bathroom. Visit
the concession stand. Call your
lawyer.

Unfortunately, one or two will
make that call. One or two will tell
thousands what they can and
cannot do. I don’t think a short
prayer at a football game is going
to shake the world’s foundations.

Christians are just sick and
tired of turning the other cheek
while our courts strip us of all our
rights. Our parents and
grandparents taught us to pray
before eating, to pray before we go
to sleep. Scripture tells us to pray
without ceasing. Now a handful of
people and their lawyers are telling
us to cease praying. God, help us.
And if that last sentence offends
you, well ... just sue me.

The silent majority has been
silent too long ... it’s time we let
that one or two who scream loud
enough to be heard, that the vast
majority don’t care what they want
... it is time the majority rules.

It’s time we tell them, you don’t
have to pray ... you don’t have to
say the Pledge of Allegiance, you
don’t have to believe in God or
attend services that honor God.
That is your right, and we will
honor your right ... we are fighting
back ... and we WILL WIN!

God bless us one and all,
especially those who denounce
God ...

God bless America, despite her
faults ... still the greatest nation of
all ... God bless our servicemen
who are fighting to protect our right
to pray and worship God ...

May 2004 be the year the silent
majority is heard and we put God
back as the foundation of our
families and institutions. Keep
looking up ... In God We Trust.

Cherokee Tale
An elder Cherokee Native American was teaching the
grandchildren about life. He said to them, “A fight is
going on inside me . . . it is a terrible fight and it is

between two wolves.  
One wolf represents fear, anger, envy, sorrow, regret,

greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority,
lies, false pride, superiority, and ego.

“The other stands for joy, peace, love, hope, sharing,
serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, friendship,

empathy, generosity, truth, compassion, and faith.
“This same fight is going on inside you”, the Elder said,

“and inside every other person, too.”
The children thought about it for a minute and then one

child asked his grandfather, “Which wolf will win?”
The old Cherokee replied, “The one you feed.”

from the Internet



by Ray Walker
There is an “oldest house” in St.

Augustine but it is not the one that
tourists are introduced to while
traveling around the city. No, a
much older house (verified by a
forensic architect) is the O’Reilly
House located on the back end of
the St. Joseph’s Academy property
owned by the Sisters of St. Joseph.
The fact that it is constructed of
tabby and coquina date it to about
1691. Tabby is a cement and oyster
shell mix. Coquina, of course, is a
form of natural stone found along
the coast (the famous fort in St.
Augustine, Castillo de San Marcos,

built in 1672 is constructed of
coquina).

Today, this house is called the
Don Miguel O’Reilly House
Museum, filled with various
artifacts that have enriched the
long, Catholic presence in the area.
Sister Thomas Joseph Goldrick,
SSJ, is the curator of the museum
who can trace her religious heritage
back to the eight original Sisters of
her Order who were brought here
from Le Puy, France in 1866 by the
first Bishop of Florida, Augustin
Verot, to educate the slaves that
were freed as a result of the Civil
War.

Father O’Reilly was sent to St.
Augustine in 1784 and bought the
old house for a rectory in 1785. In
his will O’Reilly deeded the house
to the Sisters of St. Joseph but it
was not until 1876 that they
received title to it. Later, the nuns
taught white girls in the house.
Over the years it has been a
convent, a boarding school and a
home for retired people in addition
to its original use as a rectory.
Several times (in the 1900’s - the
1940’s and twice in the 1970’s) it
has been opened as a museum but

never succeeded. In 1974 it was
included in the National Register of
Historic Places. After being closed
for 20 years, it was finally re-
opened in June of 2003 with an
enlarged and expanded treasure
trove of historical, Catholic related
artifacts.

As one might expect, even
though the building was made of
tabby and coquina, over its 300
years of existence it has been
renovated many times although its
original walls are intact. Because of
its historical significance, the State
of Florida provided matching
grants in the 1990’s and once again
restoration began, this time to its
1840’s style. When Bishop Verot
brought the first Sisters of St.
Joseph to Florida in 1866, they
lived on the second floor and taught
school on the first.

With little or no funding, these
enterprising women not only
became proficient in a foreign
language but also supported
themselves teaching art and music
to Northern visitors who resided in
St. Augustine during the winter
months. They used their lace
making skills to good advantage,
selling French lace to these same
people.

Each of the rooms on the two
floors of the O’Reilly House is
devoted to a special theme - one
room is the Bishop’s Room,
another dedicated to the Minorcans
that played such
a prominent role
throughout the
region and,
another devoted
entirely to telling
the story of the
Sisters of St.
Joseph. Included
in this room is an
old piano on
which students
learned their
lessons, an
ancient table for
music study, all the paraphernalia
for lace making, and a typewriter
that looks as though it is the
printing press on which the
Academy published its own
newspaper, Pascum Florida. It is
believed to be the only one in the
country that still works.

There is so much of our
Catholic history here, since this is

where it all started in America. It
would be time well spent for every
Catholic to plan a trip to the
O’Reilly House and talk with Sister
Goldrick and her staff. There are
plenty of historical novelties here
such as a decidedly pregnant,
wooden statue of the Virgin Mary,
made in the 16th century in Belgium
and the shoes actually worn by
Pope Pius X (1835 - 1914) but
there is so much more that directly
relates to the Catholic Faith in St.
Augustine.

You will see the crozier or
shepherd’s staff that belonged to
our first Bishop Verot. There are
small buttons and bottles unearthed
on this very property while
preparing a most amazing garden
featuring foods and herbs grown
for generations to supply the
Sisters, altar vessels, cloths and
vestments used over 100 years ago
by the priests who celebrated Mass
in the convent chapel, and
Victorian furniture dating back to
the 1800’s, given to the sisters for
their use.

About 25 years ago, Hazel
Crichlow, a Minorcan, gave a
statue of a dark-haired woman to
the Sisters. She called it the
Hurricane Lady. It seems it got that
name when, some 200 years ago,
when a Spanish cargo ship was
caught in a hurricane off the coast
of Florida and in order to lighten
the load, everything possible was

thrown overboard.
It was then that the crew

discovered this statue.
Thinking it was the Blessed
Virgin, they prayed for her
intercession to save them
and it worked. At the end of
the voyage, the statue was
given to a Minorcan family
where it was passed down
from one generation to
another, ending up in the
possession of Hazel
Crichlow.

One enters the O’Reilly
House through a small, courtyard
garden which is almost completely
enclosed by the walls of the
building and another masonry wall
separating it from the narrow Aviles
Street. A sampling of the foods,
herbs and medicinals used by the
Sisters during their early years, is
available for all to see. Aloe, basil,

calendula, catnip, chamomile,
chives, hysop, lavender, lemon
balm, mint, oregano, parsley,
rosemary, sage and thyme were all
used either for seasoning foods or
for their medicinal properties.
Present too are a number of fruit
trees and plants, including the
Muscadine grape which is now
grown commercially in the area for
use in St. Augustine’s own San
Sebastian Winery. There are
summer and winter vegetables (in
season, of course). Visitors love to
sit near the fountain and absorb the

peace and tranquility that radiates
from every corner.

The Sisters of St. Joseph have
played a significant role in the
Catholic Church during their 138
year presence in Florida including
teaching our students at Christ the
King School during its earlier
years. 

They are a classic example of the
Americanization of people, wherein a
group of French women could be
transported to a land originally
populated by Native Americans,
discovered and claimed by the
Spanish for a second time and end
up in a colonial system under
which all these cultures became
unified.

The original eight sisters and
their successors have deported
themselves admirably in their effort
to build up the Kingdom of God
and have left a legacy of which all
Catholics can be very proud. Every
one of us would benefit greatly
from a visit to the Don Miguel
O’Reilly House Museum where the
story of their accomplishments is
on display for all to see and enjoy.
There is no charge for your visit.

The Museum at 32 Aviles Street
(almost directly across from the
Cathedral), is open Wednesdays,
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays
from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Call
to arrange a group tour.
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The Oldest House

O’Reilly House, St. Augustine, FL

Hurricane Lady

F. M. Weiler Printing Press

Do You Really Love Me?
Then Come To Me

Visit the Blessed Sacrament

Present your needs to God in
every form of prayer and in

petitions full of gratitude.
Then God’s own peace, which
is beyond all understanding,
will stand guard over your

hearts in Christ Jesus.
-Philippians 4:6-7

Somethin’s Cookin!

The 50th Anniversary Cookbook is in the oven 
and we want to include your recipes.

Drop them at the rectory
or mail to: Sandra Kraus (721-8009)

248 Johnston Ave. 
Jacksonville FL 32211

or e-mail to: CKCookbook@aol.com

*Very Important to include your name and phone number

Deadline: April 1st, so get busy
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M e m o r i e s   o f   a   F o r m e r
A s s o c i a t e  P a s t o r

by Tom Pyne 

On June 10, 1970, ordained one
year and four days, I arrived at
Christ the King Parish in
Jacksonville from Sacred Heart
Parish in Pensacola, assigned by
Bishop Paul Tanner to the faculty
of Bishop Kenny High School, with
residence at Christ the King. I was
“the school man” in residence, but
expected to carry my share of
weekend pastoral duties. In those
days the parish was under the pas-
toral care of Father John Lenihan,
assisted by Father Al Hampson,
CSSP, and  Father Jack Sheppard,
CSSP. Both Fathers Al and Jack
had returned after years in the mis-
sions in Biafra, Nigeria. With my
arrival we now had an “All Irish”
rectory where Irish affairs, and the
new round of “the troubles” were
the subject of frequent discussion.

Richard Nixon was in the
White House on his first term.
Vatican II had only finished its
deliberations five years earlier in
December, 1965 under Pope Paul
VI. Parishes nationwide, including
Christ the King, were in the midst
of adjusting to the new liturgy,
turning around the altar to have the
priest closer to and facing the peo-
ple. The faithful were very divided
then, and some perhaps still are,
about the wisdom of these changes.
Priests had to cope with a variety of
temporary Missals and Lectionaries
as we all awaited the arrival of new
permanent liturgical books. Church
choirs began adopting new music
in English and we witnessed the
beginning of guitar Masses. 

In those days a full-sized V-8
American automobile [there were
few Japanese or foreign automo-
biles on the market in those days]
cost about $4,000, and the average
price of a home was less than
$10,000. A gallon of gas was about
32 cents.

The Mike Douglas Show was a
very popular afternoon show every
weekday evening on TV and the
subject of regular viewing by all
four of us as we awaited dinner at
5:30 p.m., prepared so deliciously
by  Murnace, our afternoon house-
keeper, as she listened to Methodist
hymns on  the radio in the kitchen.
Murnace, when she first saw me
was adamant that I needed to put on
weight. I was then 165 lbs. She said
“I will fatten you up”.  She certain-
ly made a valiant effort, and I was
very cooperative, but I have to
report that 34 years later I still
weigh about 165 lbs.

Bishop Kenny at that time was
under the capable administration of
Father James Amos. Other priests
on the faculty included Father Dan
Logan and Father Tom Cody.
Father Vince Haut was at
Resurrection Parish with Father
Eugene Kohls, Chancellor of the

Diocese. Father Bob Baker was
Assistant Pastor at St. Paul’s at the
Beach, and Father Joe James was at
Holy Spirit - a new parish in those
days. Father Mortimer Danaher
was Pastor at San Jose and Father
Joe Dawson was in Mandarin.  At
Christ the King, Sister Susan
Foster, SSJ was on the faculty of
Christ the King Elementary School.
We became friends then, and that
friendship has continued over 34
years. I still receive a Christmas
card and note from her every
Christmas without fail - usually the
first card to arrive.

At Bishop Kenny I had five
classes of 9th graders for “religion”.
I quickly learned from those kids
the difference between “English
English” and “American English”.
My use of certain words caused me
many an embarrassing moment! I
quickly came to realize the truth of
Churchill’s statement that England
and America were two nations
divided by the same language!

My duties at the parish included
being the chaplain to the weekly
meetings of the Legion of Mary
youth group and working with the
Boy Scout troop. I remember hik-
ing it out to the woods to a camp to
celebrate the Eucharist on more
than one occasion. I got introduced
to the Knights of Columbus in
those days for the first time by
Frank Becht, who was  the Grand
Knight that year. Betty, his wife,
was pregnant with their fifth child,
Michelle. We have maintained that
friendship over the years to this
very day. In  those days I did not
drink alcoholic beverages but
Frank was the first one to introduce
me to “spiked” egg  nog. I thought
it tasted pretty good! And asked for
more of that “non-alcoholic” brew. 

One of my strongest memories
from Christ the King days were the
Bible study classes that I started,
with the able assistance of young
Sister Suzan Foster. We held them
weekly for nine-week sessions in
1970-1971 at Morning Star School.
They were extremely well attended
- up to 100 per session.  They also
sparked some controversy because
some felt that the views being
espoused were not in full harmony
with the more traditional Church
interpretations of the Bible. In any
case, it resulted in a letter being
written to the Vatican reporting
Bishop Tanner and Father John
Lenihan for allowing me to espouse
views that were deemed contrary to
Catholic teaching. Nothing very
much became of it, but it serves as
a barometer of those times in our
Church. 

My time at Christ the King was
short-lived. In August, 1971 I was
assigned to pursue graduate studies
at the Catholic University of
America in Washington DC, to pur-
sue a Masters in Educational
Administration. I returned in

December, 1972 to serve another
five months “as administrative res-
ident” at Bishop Kenny under the
new President, Father Dan Logan.
Father Vince Haut was also
assigned to pursue graduate studies
in social work and we had many
good times together in Washington,

DC during our graduate school
days. In May, 1973 I was appointed
President of Pensacola Catholic
High School at the age of 29! I left
Christ the King with many memo-
ries and some lasting friendships
and have never been back since.

As President of Pensacola
Catholic High School [1973 -
1977] I eliminated long standing
operating deficits, doubled enroll-
ment to capacity of 800, built up a
prudent operating surplus of
$250,000 and then launched a
$350,000 capital campaign to
upgrade and expand classroom
facilities by 17,500 square feet
including central air conditioning.
Construction was completed in
1977. At that point the bishop of the
new diocese of Pensacola-
Tallahassee wished for a change in
administration and subsequently
released me on loan to the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles in
August 1977 to enable me to con-
tinue ministry in Catholic educa-
tion at Bishop Amat High School.  I
served on the faculty at Bishop
Amat from 1977-1981 and as Dean
of Studies for a faculty of 80 and an
enrollment of 1,600 students from
1979-1981.

In fall of 1981 I requested a
leave of absence from the active
ministry to pursue further graduate
studies in  health care administra-
tion at the University of Houston.
In December, 1982 I moved back to
Los Angeles to complete a required
year-long administrative residency
at Saint John’s Health Center in
Santa Monica, CA.

In January, 1984, I joined the
administrative staff of Saint John’s

and served in a variety of executive
positions for the next 11 years. 

Outside of my work, my tenure
in Santa Monica was filled with
many other extra-curricular activi-
ties. I served on the boards of many
non-profit organizations. I became
a member of the board of the Santa

Monica Area Chamber of
Commerce in 1985 and it was
through the Chamber that I met my
future wife, Monica, in late
December, 1987. From 1987-1995
I served as a Santa Monica City
Planning Commissioner, having a
vote on all development in that city
for the next eight years. In election
year 1992 “Tom Pyne for City
Council” signs were everywhere
across Santa Monica. I was one in a
field of 17 candidates seeking four
seats. I finished sixth, with 13,250
votes, narrowly missing election. It
was not to be, but it was a growth
experience.  I gained real insights
into how the public puts you under
the microscope once you declare
for elected office. This is as it
should be. However, the reactions
you get are not always what you
might expect. I experienced an
unexpected level of distrust, even
hostility, from the general voting
public. We Americans are tough on
our politicians. Yet I enjoyed the
rough and tumble of the campaign,
the debates, the challenge, the
whole experience and now the
memories. 

In 1993 I became President of
the Santa Monica Area Chamber of
Commerce and my theme for the
year was healthy children in a
healthy community. My installation
dinner speaker was none other than
Arnold Schwartenegger, then Chair
of President Bush’s National
Fitness Council. That same year I
was afforded the time to pursue a
Healthier Community fellowship
with the Health Forum in San
Francisco from 1993-1994.  My
accepted fellowship proposal was
“Healthy Kids 2000”.  

continued on page 11  



February, 2004 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 11

Stations Move Again

by Carol-Ann Black
Have you noticed the “new”

Stations of the Cross that are being
installed in the garden areas around
the church? Do you perhaps recog-
nize them? From where? These sta-
tions are being put in place by a
parishioner, who has moved them
from around the House of Prayer. It
is he who constructed the little
“houses” for these Stations, and he
and his daughters  installed the
Stations around the House of

Prayer in the first place. Henry
Nguyen did the shingles and treat-
ed the Stations themselves to be
weather-proofed. That all went
down when Bishop Baker was
here.  

Long-time parishioners might
recognize these Stations as the
ones from the old church, which
now serves as the cafeteria/Parish
Hall. What an interesting link to
our parish history.  I wonder if they
had yet another life here in the
parish or anywhere else for that
matter. Another historical link
regarding the Stations would be the
fact that in the days before the
“new” church and the rectory were
built, Stations of the Cross existed
in what was then wooded area.
So—Stations of the Cross return to
a more convenient location, where
they can receive the honor due to
them and parishioners can enjoy
the spiritual comfort that they pro-
vide.

continued from page 10 

On a parallel track, and after
twelve years on a leave of absence
from the active ministry, and fol-
lowing much deep reflection, I
finally requested laicization in
1993. My request was granted in
1994 by Pope John Paul II through
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. In
February 1995 Monica and I
exchanged marriage vows before
our Pastor, Monsignor Torgerson,
in Pacific Palisades, CA. Making
the move from one side of the altar
to the other is really for most peo-
ple a very small step, but for me it
was a giant step, and not taken
lightly. However, I have no regrets
about  the journey my life has taken
over the subsequent years. Married
life has been good for me but it did
require me to adopt a  whole new
skill set. 

Within six months of our mar-
riage I was part of a personnel
“right-sizing” cost containment ini-
tiative by Saint John’s Health
Center. Now I was unemployed for
the first time in my life at age 51!
But you survive and life goes on. In
June, 1996, after a nationwide
executive search, I was recruited to
Onslow Memorial Hospital, near
Wilmington, NC on the Atlantic
coast. I was the new Senior Vice
President for Onslow Health
Services. It was quite an adjust-
ment for us to have to move from
Santa Monica, and sunny Southern
California to the comparatively
rural eastern North Carolina coast.
Within days and weeks we experi-
enced living through two hurri-
canes - Bertha in July and Fran in
September. We survived both and
we adjusted and came to love life in
the South. It had a much slower
pace.  Monica took the opportunity
to go back to school to earn a grad-
uate degree in Accounting. 

Like many moves in life, some
do not live up to expectations. In
November 1998 I accepted a new
position as Vice President for

Public Policy and Mission Services
for the Catholic Health Association
of Wisconsin and so began a new
chapter in our lives, taking us for
the first time to live in the Mid-
west. In July, 1999, we moved to
Brookfield, Wisconsin, a suburb of
Milwaukee, which we now happily
call home. Yet in a few short years
further changes were ahead for us.

In August, 2001 the CHA-
Wisconsin became defunct after 80
years and for a second time in six
years I was compelled to search for
a new opportunity. From late 2001
into 2002 I was a consultant to a
Catholic hospital in eastern
Oregon. This engagement was
challenging and lucrative but it
required that I commute every 7 to
10 days, by plane, from Milwaukee
to Boise, Idaho, over many long
months - right after the tragedy of
9-11.  When I completed that
engagement I took a mini-sabbati-
cal for the remainder of 2002 and
devoted time to several home
remodeling and landscaping proj-
ects. I needed time to smell the
roses and feed the birds. 

On July 1, 2003, I joined
Community Health Charities of
Wisconsin as Director of
Membership. It is a federation of
38 health charities that provide
services to people with chronic dis-
eases, disabilities and disorders. I
organize and facilitate work-place
giving campaigns to raise funds for
those charities across Wisconsin. 

And so you have the saga of the
life of one of Christ the King’s for-
mer Assistant Pastors. 

I send greetings to all who
know me from my time with them
and offer my heartiest congratula-
tions to the current Pastor and his
Associate Pastors as you celebrate
50 years as a parish. I know it has
seen many changes since I left 30
years ago but I am sure that it is
still an active, witnessing, welcom-
ing parish community as it was
when I was there. 

GEM PROFILE:

LO U I S E
ST E A D M A N

by Frank Becht

Are you familiar with this per-
son, a  member of Christ the King?
To many Louise Steadman has
been a very private person whom
they have not had the opportunity
to know.  I understand for it was
difficult to get her to agree to an
interview.

Louise is a North Carolina girl,
born and raised in Forrest City,
North Carolina. When she was 10
years old she had a very unfortu-
nate thing happen to her family; her
father, mother and brother were
killed in a very tragic accident. She
was raised by one of her grandpar-
ents. As a youngster she was raised
as a member of the Baptist church.
After completing her
schooling, she was able
to get a good job in
Wilmington, North
Carolina with Petroleum
Carrier Corporation.

As a result of her
exceptional job per-
formance, in 1948 she was offered
a position with the company in
Jacksonville, Florida. She accepted
the job and moved to the Riverside
area to be near her office. Louise
worked in several responsible posi-
tions with the company until it was
acquired by Florida Rock, a large
local Florida company in 1974. She
retired from Florida Rock in 1991
as Office Manager.

In 1954, Louise moved to
Arlington, an area undergoing
tremendous development. She
moved into one of the new areas
off Cesery Boulevard and Terry
Parker Dr. This was an area many
original Catholic families of Christ
the King were also choosing.  It
was here that she became friends
with many young Catholic families
and she became interested in join-
ing the Church. Her sister had also
married a Catholic. She started to
take instruction several times but
company functions always seemed
to interfere. Finally, she was able to
be baptized on July 29, 1961 by
Father Sherer, a visiting  priest at
Christ the King. She had her First
Confession and Communion the
next day.

Louise immediately became
very involved in Christ the King:
“God, where do You want me to
serve?” she wondered:

Almost immediately she was
enrolled in the Women’s Guild  as a
member of St. Cecelia, Circle 7. It
was here that Jim and Irma Fogarty
started something new- Coffee and
Donuts. This was  not the tradition-
al Coffee and Donuts. They actual-
ly made the donuts.

In September 1962, she was in
the original group of parishioners
gathered together  by Father Larkin
to form the Legion of Mary in
Christ the King. Some of the origi-
nal members included Clarence
Westrick, President; Gene Baker,
Pat Burns and Mary McCloskey.
Louise remembers how nervous
she was on her first call but she was
an active member for many years.

In the early I970’s, Father
Larkin asked Louise to start the
Junior Legion of Mary, composed
of teenagers. Some original mem-
bers Louise remembers are Kim
Olinto, Cathy Costello, Vicki
Cook, Jeannie Conner, Carol
Masters, Sheryl Gleason and sever-
al others. They met weekly for sev-

eral years with the able
support of Father Dennis
Kennedy and Father
Bauman.Louise was
involved in the
Religious Article Store
shortly after its forma-
tion by Mrs. Edward
Rogero and Louella

Vogelsang in 1961.She has
remained involved and tends the
store with Edith Toups on
Saturdays before and after the 5:00
p.m. Mass.

In the 1970’s, she became a
faithful Bingo worker, selling cards
until Bingo was discontinued in the
1990’s. She then was asked to call
Bingo at the Arlington Senior
Center and continues to do so on
Tuesday afternoons.

Louise is involved in other
things including substituting for
Adoration, working at the Christ
the King Clinic, and recently
becoming a member of the 50th

Anniversary Committee.
Some years ago Louise was

invited to help at the St. Francis
Soup Kitchen. At first she worked
on Saturdays helping to serve the
meals but then was asked to work
on Fridays to help prepare the
meals and has done so for several
years. 

She’s not all work; she loves
golf. She follows the major play-
ers, subscribes to golf magazines
and never misses the TPC. When
she‘s not thinking of golf, she is
involved with her crafts; she even
has her own booth at some of the
shows around town. She has also
been a faithful Gator fan since
1949. 

What an energetic person! We
are so lucky Louise Steadman
chose to become a Catholic and a
member of Christ the King. She’s
done much for Christ the King and
the Arlington community. Thank
you, Louise!

“God, where 
do You want 

me to serve?”



he transferred his membership in
the Knights of Columbus to the
Arlington Council Knights of
Columbus Council 4727 when it
was formed. He was instrumental
in acquiring the property on Merrill
Road from Mrs. Alderman so that
the first council hall could be built
and continued as a member till his
death. Phil was on the Board of
Directors for the Northeast Florida
Right to Life and received special
recognition for his faithful help in
all its legal matters from 1972 until
his death on July 4, 1998.

Ann was not to be outdone in
her activities at Christ the King.
She was an early member of Christ
the King Guild as a member of
Circle Seven. Since she had four
children at Christ the King she was
heavily involved in school
activities as a room
mother, assisted with Girl
Scouts and the various
school programs
including bazaars and
fund raising drives. Being
a teacher she was
frequently called upon to
substitute for the nuns
when they were ill or had
to return to Ireland for
family matters. Finally,
Father Larkin convinced
her that she was really needed as a
full time teacher so she taught the
Fourth Grade for one year. In 1965
she returned and taught Third
Grade for three years. In 1968, she
transferred to Fort Caroline
Elementary School where she
remained until retiring in 1978.

A Heart Rending Story

All these years everyone
thought Ann was Catholic; her
husband was an exemplary
Catholic, her four girls were
Catholic and attended Catholic
school and she went to Mass every
Sunday and to all the other church
ceremonies.

When Phil became terminally
ill, Monsignor Danaher made one
of his regular visits one day. After
greeting Ann he said he was
confused because she came to
Mass every Sunday but she never
went to communion. She said, “I’m
not Catholic.”  His response was,
“Would you like to become one?”
“Yes,” was her answer but said she
couldn’t leave Phil now to go for
the necessary instruction.
Monsignor took her by the arm and

they went to Phil’s bedroom and
knelt at the side of his bed.
Monsignor administered
Absolution to her and Ann received
her first Holy Communion with
Phil. Both cried. The girls were
elated to learn what had happened.
Phil died peacefully a few days
later.

God is with this family!
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by Frank Becht

Phillip Clifford Owen was the
only child of Edgar Owen and Nell
Esser Owen. Phillip “Phil” was
born in Jacksonville, Florida and
grew up in the San Marco area
where he attended Assumption
School and Church; he graduated
from Landon High School. Hoping
to be a lawyer, he attended
Cumberland Law School in
Tennessee for one year. Because he
wanted to get his law degree from
the state of Florida, he transferred
to the University of Florida the next
year. When World War II started he
enlisted in the United States Army
Air Force and was called into
active duty soon after this. He
successfully completed pilot
training and became a Lieutenant
in the 15th Air Force. He was sent to
Italy and flew 48 missions over
Europe in a B-24 Liberator bomber
as a part of the 15th Air Force.

Before going to Italy, he spent a
short time in Clarion, Pennsylvania
to complete his cadet training.
While there he met Ann Byers, the
youngest daughter of John Boston
Byers and Mary Ann Collette
Byers. Ann was born and raised as
a Presbyterian attending public
elementary grade and high school.
Upon graduation, she attended and
graduated from Clarion State
Teachers College where she
received her degree in education
and was fortunate to get a teaching
job in her hometown. She met Phil
Owen at a dance sponsored by the

USO in April 1943.  Ann was a
Junior Hostess; a college
professor’s wife introduced them.
They were immediately attracted to
each other and became very close
while Phil was in Clarion. Their
relationship was hampered when
Phil was transferred to San
Antonio, Texas for pilot training
and later sent to Italy. They wrote
to each other frequently until Phil
left for Italy.

When the war in Europe was
over, Phil returned from overseas
for a few weeks leave. He
telephoned Ann to say that he was
coming back to Clarion,
Pennsylvania to see her. After two
years the “glow “ was still there, so
he asked her to marry him. A short
time later Ann joined him in Ft.
Myers, Florida where he was
stationed. They were married in a
little chapel on the base by a
Catholic Chaplain on September

12, 1945. Later in 1945, Phil was
separated from the service and they
moved to Gainesville where Phil
enrolled in the University of

Florida Law School. During this time,
Ann taught school in Alachua,
Florida, a small town near
Gainesville. Phil graduated from
the University Law School in 1948
with very high honors.

After law school, Phil first
worked for the County Solicitors
office in Jacksonville. He then
became an attorney in the legal
department of the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers from 1950 - 1958. In
this position he was instrumental
in the U.S. Government acquiring
the land for the Kennedy Space
Center. Phil joined the law firm of
Fischette, Parish and Owen in 1959
with whom he was associated until
his death in July 1998. He was a
member of the Jacksonville Bar
Association, the Florida Bar, the
American Bar Association and the
Catholic Lawyers Association.
Being a person of great principle,

Phil cancelled his
membership in the
American Bar after
learning they had
endorsed the Roe vs.
Wade decision.

The Owen family,
upon learning that Christ
the King Catholic Church
was being planned for the
Arlington Road location,
purchased a plot of land at
the corner of  Mickler
Road and Strawberry Lane

so they would be near the church.
They moved into their newly
completed home in May 1956.

Phil and Ann have four
beautiful daughters: Kathy, living
in Winter Haven, Florida; Mary,
Ruth  and Margie, living in
Jacksonville. They have five
grandchildren and a recent great
grandchild, born November 11,
2003.  Kathy spent two years in
public school in San Marco area
before attending Christ the King.
Mary spent one year in public
school before attending Christ the
King. Ruth and Margie started
school at Christ the King. All four
girls attended and graduated from
Bishop Kenny.  All are college
graduates. 

Phil was immediately active in
Christ the King in the various fund
raising drives, bazaars  and surveys
being undertaken in the new parish.
He was in the Holy Name Society;

THE PHILLIP OWEN FAMILY

Ann Owen’s 1965 Third Grade Class

Mary
by Joseph A (5a)

Mary, you love us so.
It reminds me of the river flow.

The ocean is very blue.
That reminds me all about you.

Hail Mary full of grace.
I wish I could see your beautiful face.

Could you tell us the way?
Could you tell us where to pray?

Will the gates of heaven open to us?
We won’t enter with a fuss.

Mary you have shown us love.
You’re like an angel from above.

Holy Mary you show us the way.
And you help us when we pray.

You’ll lead us down the right path.
And we won’t follow Satan’s wrath.

Phillip Owen Family
Margie, Ruth, Phil, Ann, Mary Stokes, Kathy Walsh
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Landa Paladini 

On January 18th the Vietnamese people
celebrated their New Year here at Christ the
King Parish with a Mass and reception. It was a
spectacular occasion with the church and the
campus awash in the most beautiful and vibrant
of colors. A crimson red was the most
prominent. I learned that for the Vietnamese this
color is a symbol of good luck and happiness
and is used everywhere during the festivities. 

Tet is the time of the year when everyone
forgets the hardships and troubles of the
previous year and rejoices that a new beginning
is here. It is a time to visit family and friends and
give thanks to God.

Upon entering our church the visitors were
greeted by the ushers with welcoming smiles
and insisted that we be seated in a place where
one could observe all the rituals without
obstruction. Color again greeted the eye, the
altar was ablaze with reds and yellows. On one
side of the altar stood a delicate tree burgeoning
with yellow blossoms.  On the other end was a
huge red drum that produced the most imposing
of sounds. In front of the main altar was a
smaller altar where an ancient ceremony took
place before Mass in which the ancestors are
honored.

The Vietnamese women were resplendent in
the most exquisite of gowns. To say the colors

were breathtaking really does not do them
justice. Each gown is different and unique with
one more beautiful than the other. Buttercup
yellows, royal silk purples, and bright crimson
reds dominated the scene. 

What a treat for us all when Bishop Galeone
and our pastor, Father Thanh, each dressed in
princely gold,  along with Father Bui and Father
Dye processed down the aisle to begin our
liturgy. Even though we could not understand
the words, a Catholic Mass is a Catholic Mass so
one is always at home whatever the language.
And how does one describe a Vietnamese choir
that made such heavenly music that even the
angels would envy?

Bishop Galeone, whose words were
translated by Father Bui, thanked the
Vietnamese people for bringing to this country
their strong family values, their deep love of
children, their beautiful respect for elders, and
their deep love of God. He hoped that the
younger generation would not lose these values
as we all need to be reminded of them here in
our country.

After the Mass we went outside in
anticipation of the dragon dance and we were
not disappointed. As the dragon made its way
toward the crowd the drum beat rolled louder
and louder and the fireworks exploded in a
crescendo of noise hoping to ward off the evil

spirits and bring good luck to the participants in
the New Year. 

Finally, after everyone caught their breath,
the gathering happily made its way into the
Parish Hall where a marvelous feast of
Vietnamese specialties had been laid out to
delight the eye and later to tempt the palate. But
before the feast all children up to the age of
thirteen lined up to receive from Father Thanh
and Bishop Galeone the traditional gift of the
red envelope in which they would find a dollar
bill.  The children were beside themselves with
excitement.

Now it was time at last to eat and nothing
would do except to let all the non-Vietnamese
people proceed first to the food line as it would
be considered impolite not to do so. As Bishop
Galeone had said earlier, we can learn much
from these very gracious and kind people.

While eating we were treated to not only
instrumental music but also to several
Vietnamese who entertained us with music and
song; among them was our very own pastor,
Father Thanh Nguyen.

FYI: This is the year of the Monkey.
Monkeys are clever and quick witted, successful
in every endeavor and accompanied by a
mischievous spirit. Some famous Monkeys were
Julius Caesar, Leonardo da Vinci, Charles
Dickens, and Little Richard.
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top pictures:
traditional dragon dance

center pictures: 
Bishop Galeone &  Father Thanh

distribute red envelopes to the
children

lower pictures:
the women & children await the

delicious food
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Thoughts  on
Driving  a  Car

During Lenten Season
Sunday afternoon Outdoor
Stations of the Cross
Time: Sunday at 3:00 p.m. 
Cost: None

March 5 -7
Lenten Retreat 2004: Walking
with Christ
Retreat Leader - Father Al Esposito
Time: Friday 7:30 p.m. - Sunday
after 10:00 a.m. Mass
Cost: $156 (private)/ $131
(double)/$75 (community)

March 10
Day of Reflection: The Joy of
Lent
Leader: Sister Carolyn Tucker, SSJ
Time: 9:30 a.m. - closing with
Mass at 2:30 p.m.
Cost: $27

March 13
Men’s Lenten Retreat: Christ
Our Brother
Retreat Leader - Father Dan
Devore
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Cost: $27

March 16
St. Patrick’s Day Mass and
Dinner
Guest Host: Monsignor John
Lenihan
Time: 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Cost: Adults $15/ Children under
12 $7.50

April 2 - 4
Finding Peace in the Cross
Leader: Sister Rose Hoover, RC
Time: Friday 7:30 p.m. - Sunday
after 10:00 a.m. Mass
Cost: $156 (private)/ $131
(double)/$75 (community)

April 3
Christian Meditation: Looking
Upon the Son of God
Leader: Sister Elizabeth Hillmann,
RC
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Cost: $27

April 5
Seder Meal Celebration
Leader: Sister Edith Paschall, SSJ
Time: 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Cost: $15/ Children under 12 $7.50

April 14
Serving God’s People: A Parish
Administrative Staff Retreat
Leader: Sister Eileen Marie
Flanagan, SSJ
Time: 9:30 a.m. - closing with
Mass at 2:30 p.m.
Cost: $10

April 20
Day of Reflection: Writing Your
Sacred Family Stories
Leader: Ms. Mary Sue Koeppel
Time: 9:30 a.m. - closing with
Mass at 2:30 p.m.
Cost: $27

April 23 - 25
Giving Up - Giving In:
The Journey of the Spiritual Life
Leader: Father Darius Sleszynski
Time: Friday 7:30 p.m. - Sunday
after 10:00 a.m. Mass
Cost: $156 (private)/ $131
(double)/$75 (community)

May 1
The Blessings of Our Monastic
Tradition in Today’s World
Leader: Ms. Helen McDevit-Smith
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Cost: $27

May 13
Retreat for Homeschoolers:
Mary, the Mother of Families
Retreat Leader: Father Edward
Murphy
Time: 9:30 a.m. - closing with
Mass at 2:30 p.m.
Cost: $27

M a r y w o o d  C e n t e r  E v e n t s

Driving a car is not a “right:”
It’s a privilege, you see;

For a car is truly a lethal weapon
to be taken seriously.

You can’t control what others do
how fast or slow they go;

And a “joy ride” in a town this size
is a contradiction, you know.

Before you start, remember to pray
for yourself and the other guy;

Then drive no faster, as they say, 
than your Guardian Angel can fly.

So pray for patience and stay alert;
any anger you should douse;

But the safest way to encounter a car
is parked in front of your house!

-Kathleen L. Purtle

Can you guess who I am?
Yesterday I hissed out loud in
church.  It was toward a fellow
parishioner and his child who was
playing in the pew with his toys.
He was so very distracting to me
that I soon began to distract
myself with my anger.  But I
move too fast with my story.

Six days before yesterday I
lost my sister.  She did not die a
natural death from advanced age.
She was only forty-five.  She did
not die a death from disease, of
cancer, a heart attack, or even a
car accident.  Instead, my sister
suffered from years of mental
anguish and chose to end her own
life.  We are all still in shock and
cannot understand how this
happened or understand how our
lives can continue on.

Two days before yesterday we
held her funeral.  I felt good about
offering her into God’s hands and
also letting go of my own
confusion over why she felt it so
important to depart in the manner
she did.  I knew God would let me
find peace in my own time.

And so yesterday I felt good
about returning to Mass.  I knew
turning to my faith and
celebrating God’s Word would be
healing to me, and I looked
forward to being in church.

So why was I hissing?  I am
by nature a patient person. And,

having children of my own, I also
knew not to expect a child to have
an adult’s ability to concentrate a
full sixty minutes on the priest or
the Mass.  And yet there I was
hissing at them.

Why?  Because I had already
forgotten that the grieving process
envelopes both the mind and the
body and it extends way beyond
the burial of a loved one.  As soon
as Mass started I felt like the
entire room was closing in on me.
I couldn’t breathe.  I couldn’t
think.  I felt like fleeing.  And all

I could see was a child distracting
me from my healing process.

I now want to apologize to the
parents of that child.  How rude I
was to speak the way I did.  And
yet I could not seem to control
myself.  I even remember being
amazed and shocked at how out
of character I was.

The next time someone hisses
at you in church, or cuts you off in

traffic, or is rude to you in line at
the bank or the grocery store, try
to forgive them.  That person may
have just lost a loved one.  Or
may have just returned from the
doctor and found they have
cancer.  Or maybe even just
received the unexpected news that
their job at work has been
abolished.

Can you forgive me for being
rude? I am the one sitting-
standing-driving right next to
you.  Can you guess which one I
am? Please forgive me, and maybe
say an extra prayer for me and my
family.

Postscript: This story is real.
It happened right here at Christ
the King, but it happens every
day, everywhere.  It did, however,
happen almost one year ago.  I
started writing this story right
after it happened, but it has taken
me this long to fully embrace the
healing process.  I have felt bad
for the family I offended.  I don’t
know them personally and have
not seen them since that day, but I
have always felt the need to
apologize.  This is my way of
doing just that.  My hope in
writing this is that it helps
someone else, no matter whether
you are the one being rude or the
one on the receiving end.  We are
all in God’s hands.
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O P I N I O N :

by Frank Becht

Is celibacy the reason for the
shortage of priests and religious
in the Church today?

Are you aware of the severe
shortage of priests and religious in
the Church today? In some areas of
the country there is a great concern
for being able to provide the sacra-
ments to the faithful. Some feel
allowing priests to marry is the
answer; yet others do not agree.  A
group of Milwaukee-area priests
think so; on August 16, 2003, they
issued a letter to Bishop Wilton D
Gregory, president of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops
calling for priestly celibacy to be
optional. The letter expresses a
great concern for an increase in
priests so that sacramental life will
continue to flourish. There are
areas in which parish consolidation
is taking place because of a lack of
priests, not only in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin but also in many areas
of the country. Some priests cover
three and four parishes. One source
states that in 1965, there were
58,132 priests in the United States;
in 2002, there were 45,713. Since
Vatican II, the number of ordina-
tions is less than half. An editorial
statement by Our Sunday Visitor
dated November 30, 2003, stated
“there are 13,000 fewer U.S. priests
than there were two decades ago
and 3,000 parishes now have no
resident pastor.”

This movement started early in
the year of 2003 in the Milwaukee
Archdiocese, beginning with 17
parishes in the Milwaukee area and
spread to 442 diocesan priests and
340 religious order priests.  It was
endorsed by 128 diocesan priests
and 35 religious order priests. The
appeal of these local diocesan
priests who were unable to serve
the needs of their congregations
was the hope of bringing more cler-
gy into the fold; “ We speak out at
this time also because of the ever
growing appreciation of marriage
and its many blessings, so compati-
ble with the priesthood and even
enhancing of priestly ministry.”

Is the “growing appreciation”
of marriage a viable consideration
in view of the marriage success rate
in this country? In Duval County,
Florida, for the year of 2000, 70%
of marriages have ended in divorce.
Will it be any better for young mar-
ried priests and the challenges of

priestly life and married life with
families? Are there not numerous
concerns how family life can affect
the priestly duties of the clergy?

Their proposal was to allow for
marriage before ordination. Once
ordained, priests would be expected
to honor their vow of celibacy.
How would this effect seminary
life, the quality of seminary train-
ing and the quality of the priestly
ministry?

Very recently a group of priests
in the Chicago archdiocese decided
to support their Milwaukee
brethren. Since that time other cler-
gyman in Boston, New York,
Pittsburgh and the southern Illinois
Diocese of Belleville echoed sup-
port. 

On the other hand, in
September 2003, a group of
Arlington, Virginia priests sent a
letter to Bishop Gregory in strong
support of  mandatory priestly
celibacy, “ What will inspire more
vocations is celibacy lived well, not
celibacy set aside.”  

History of celibacy in the
Church 

Priestly celibacy is a discipline
of the Church.  One reason is that
celibacy allows a man to devote
himself without reserve to his
priestly work. As a result of the
Second Lateran Council in 1139,
the Latin Church (Western church)
adopted a policy of celibacy. The
Eastern Church continued to allow
marriages in the clergy except that
there was a strict policy that
Bishops must be unmarried.

Many of our Protestant clergy
are married. Those who may con-
vert to Catholicism, whom are doc-
umented as truly ordained priests,
continue as married priests in their
ministry. In the Diocese of St
Augustine, we have one such mar-
ried former Episcopalian priest. In
the Eastern Rite Churches, there are
numerous married priests. In the
Eastern Rite Churches marriage is
allowed before ordination but not
after. 

It has been portrayed by some
priests and members of the hierar-
chy that there was a huge number
of vocations in the United States
and other countries, where celibacy
has been a priority. In the United
States particularly and other coun-
tries which have undergone diffi-
cult economic growth problems,
vocations were in abundance for it

offered opportunity to many which
was not otherwise available. As the
economy improved, opportunities
became available and vocations
decreased. The United States is a
perfect example; there does not
appear to be an increase in voca-
tions in the foreseeable future. 

There are vocations in our fam-
ilies that are not being answered;
our families are not encouraging
vocations of their children. Why?
Many reasons! It’s not the “in
thing” anymore. At one time it was
every mother’s dream to have a son
as a priest or a daughter as a nun.
Our generation seems to be influ-
enced by personal freedom,
women’s lib and “keeping up with
the Joneses” instead.

Religious Order Priests and
Brothers

How do the religious order
priests fit into this appeal?  This
would not seem to be of any inter-
est to order priests due to their com-
munal life style of living, a practice
which drew them to this life style.
Some order priests obviously feel
celibacy is a factor in the life of the
diocesan priests for almost one-
third of the Milwaukee priests sup-
porting optional celibacy are order
priests. It’s doubtful that optional
celibacy is any factor with order
priests.

Emotional Issue 

While the subject of optional
celibacy is not new in the Church,
this seems to be the first organized
effort in the United States to catch
the attention of the hierarchy and to
have  some serious consideration of
the issue. A group of priests in the
Chicago archdiocese have
expressed support for the idea. Lay
people as well as the clergy have
strong opinions on the subject. It is
a valid issue for lay people and
clergy who are concerned about
increasing vocations to the priest-
hood and how we are going to
make sure the sacraments and the
Eucharist remain available to the
faithful.  This is a very emotional
issue that is not likely to be
resolved during the reign of Pope
John Paul II. This may well require
a Vatican III. 

As a layman, I spent several
years in the seminary before decid-
ing my priesthood is in married life.
I feel that optional celibacy is sore-

ly needed to solve our current prob-
lem of priestly shortage, but I do
not believe that requiring marriage
before ordination is the solution.
There are numerous potential prob-
lems for the priesthood and mar-
riage, which have not had an oppor-
tunity to mature. Would they not be
subject to the same problems which
cause such a severe divorce rate
amongst Catholic couples? How
would the Church be able to sup-
port a young married priest?
Provide housing? Provide educa-
tion for the family?

At the time of Vatican II, there
were no married or single men
ordained to be permanent deacons.
In 2002, there were 17,764  perma-
nent deacons and over 14,000 full-
time ecclesial ministers working in
pastoral posts. This is a tremendous
source of priestly candidates who
have dedicated themselves to serv-
ing the Church. In addition, there
are numerous mature men whose
families are raised and their busi-
ness careers established to the point
of allowing them to give serious
consideration to priestly vocations.
Efforts to increase priestly voca-
tions should first be directed to this
large pool of partially trained peo-
ple, many of whom have a definite
interest in the priesthood. They
would not present the obstacles of
younger married priests.

Ordaining women

There is one other source of
priestly candidates that probably
exceeds those mentioned above.
It’s probably the most emotional of
all. In my opinion, women would
make good priests; they are gener-
ally more caring and compassion-
ate than men. If you talk with peo-
ple about their families without
doubt their mother was the back-
bone of the family and the one that
held the family together. I’m sure
you’ve heard the traditional objec-
tions to this that Jesus was a man
and that all the apostles were men.
The major obstacle at this time is
the long-standing objection of the
Church to ordaining women.

According to one prominent
religious correspondent for the
New York Times, “In 1965, when
the Vatican Council closed, the idea
of female priests was unthinkable.
Today, over 60 percent of Catholics
favor the idea …”

continued on page 20

Celibacy



Anonymous

The smell of beeswax seems a quiet smell.
The sleepy altar boy

Shambles around the corner of the altar steps
To yawn

And kneel a child’s obeisance
Before he lights the candles.

The shoe-whispers on the tile of side and middle aisles
But not too many.

And the quiet.

The priest appears with drowsy eye
And checks the house

Before he lapses to a reverent mood
With lowered eyes to face the echoing pews.

And still the quiet.

All the words in English now
Dedicate our day

To Him
And wish the best for all we know and love

And then the bells,
The miracle, And soon the whispering steps again

On side and middle aisle.
But not too many.

And then the quiet.

I have memories of other morning Masses
In the dark

Of cold New England winters
The smell of incense and beeswax

And still the quiet.

A nodding child
A bit annoyed at being up so early.

Not yet awed by the splendor and the majesty.
Bored and sleepy

Sitting there perplexed
With only the beginnings of wonder about the words

So reverent
Mumbled in a tongue beyond understanding.

But yet the quiet.

Mother’s face with tears on it
She always cried when that sleepy priest

Of another time and decade turned his back
On the whispering feet of side and middle aisle

Bowed low at the altar steps
And broke the quiet

Introibo ad Altare Dei.
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Landa Paladini

The sky is
still dark and the
day has barely
begun when the
first parishioners
begin to arrive
for Sunday,7:00
a.m. Mass at
Christ the King.
Each Mass has
its own flavor
and the first
Mass at our parish is uniquely
different from the many Masses
that will follow that day. Because
of the early hour the sun has not
risen to its height which means that
the church is aglow with soft
lights as men and women
arrive to greet the Lord.

Because this Mass is
smaller in attendance than the
rest there is a certain
camaraderie to be found
among the parishioners.
Most, but not all of the
attendees, have reached their
pinnacle of years, and you

will hear soft voices asking those
sitting around them how they fared
during the week; or, if a person is
not in their regular seat, someone
will be sure to ask about that person
wanting all the particulars included.

Sometimes it is sad to see a recent
widow or widower sitting by
themselves lost in thoughts of
earlier times. What better place

could one
find to feel
the comfort
of the Lord?
There is a
small group
of women
who gather
each week
long before
Mass begins
and speak of

matters that are of concern to them.  I
know that God must be smiling down as
they have such loving, gentle
concern for each other.   But not
everyone is old and there are
several young families who

gravitate to this
Mass and they
renew our vigor
with their energy,
enthusiasm, and
love for the Lord.

So, why do these
people choose this
particular Mass? The
most popular response
to this question is for
the early morning
quiet and the peace

that they feel within the Church
where they could communicate with
their Creator. Amother popular
answer was they were morning
people and could think of no better
way to start the day than to give
thanks to the Lord for all the
blessings that He bestows on us
each and every day. 

The writer could not end this article
without saying that for many the 7:00
a.m. Mass is really not over till these
folks meander over to the Shirley
David Hall to have their morning cup
of coffee where they are often
joined by our pastor, Father
Thanh, who banters with the
parishioners and puts a smile on
the  faces of all.   

TTHEHE QQUIETUIET MMASSASS

M o r n i n g  M a s s
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The Conner Family
by Frank Becht 

The Conners, Herschel and
Nettie, are from local Northeast
Florida families of long standing.
Herschel’s father and mother, C.C.
and Georgie Nelson Conner, were
from Hilliard, Nassau County,
Florida where his father operated a
general merchandise store.
Herschel was born and raised in
Nassau County where he attended
public schools, graduating from
Hilliard High School.
Unfortunately, his father died when
Herschel was nine years of age. 

Herschel was interested in elec-
tronics and in early adulthood was
able to get hired by Civil Service at
the Naval Air Station Jacksonville.

Nettie’s parents, Joseph
Houston and Nettie Daniels
Houston, were from Mayport,
Duval County, Florida. Her great-
grandparents attended the original
St. John’s Catholic Church, a little
frame church, located in Mayport.
The parish was later relocated to its
present location on Mayport Road. 

There is quite an interesting
history to this church which was
first a Mission of the Immaculate
Conception Church in downtown
Jacksonville. During the Civil War,
Union troops desecrated and
burned the church to the ground. 

Nettie attended Duval County
Schools, graduating from Landon
High School. She worked at vari-
ous jobs, finally at State Farm
Insurance Company for ten years.

The Conners met at one of
those early work places in their
young life and finally married on
October 9, 1941 in the original
Assumption Church on Gary
Street. Shortly before getting mar-
ried, Herschel was baptized at
Assumption since he was not
Catholic.

There is another interesting
story that Nettie likes to tell about
Assumption Church: “The altar in
Christ the King’s Sacred Heart
Chapel –  which was the altar in
Christ the King’s first church –
came from Assumption’s old, orig-
inal, frame church on Gary Street.”

By this time, World War II was
well underway. Herschel volun-
teered in the U.S. Navy in August
1942. He attended the Navy Radio
School after which he was assigned
to Fleet Air Wing 16, which
patrolled the South Atlantic Ocean.
He was discharged from the service
in 1946 as an Aviation Electronics
Technician First Class (E-6). He
returned to the Civil Service at
NAS Jacksonville where he retired
in August 1980 after 38 years.

In 1950 they moved from the
San Marco area to Altama Road in
the Glynlea-Holiday Hill area
where they built the first house on

the street. They continued to attend
Assumption until Christ the King
was founded. All of their five chil-
dren were baptized at Assumption.

Nettie considers herself a “stay
at home” mom; her family always
came first. Herschel and Nettie had
five wonderful children of which
they are very proud; Herschel Jr.,
married with three children, lives in
St. Petersburg, Florida, attended
Assumption School till the fourth
grade but graduated from Christ the
King and Bishop Kenny High
School; Daniels, married with two
children lives in Rochester, New
York, attended Assumption through
the second grade but graduated
from Christ the King and Bishop
Kenny; Jeannie, married with one
child lives in Boston,
Massachusetts, graduated from
Christ the King and  Bishop Kenny;
Greg, married with two children
lives in Cocoanut Grove, Florida,
graduated from Christ the King and
Bishop Kenny; and Mark, married
with two children lives in
Chestertown, Maryland, graduated
from Christ the King and Bishop
Kenny. All five children graduated
from college. Even more outstand-
ing is the fact that all five have
masters degrees and two have doc-
toral degrees. Nettie is just as proud
of their ten grandchildren and two
great grandchildren.

Herschel was active in Christ
the King even while working two
jobs most of the time. He assisted
in fund raising projects at
Assumption and Christ the King.
He was an active member of the
Holy Name Society. He encour-
aged his sons to become involved
in athletics. He was an active mem-
ber of the Knights of Columbus,
having joined Bishop Kenny
Council in 1951; he transferred to
Arlington Council 4727 when it
was formed. He also became a
Fourth Degree Knight. Following
his death on December 27, 1999, a
chalice was presented in his honor
by the Fourth Degree K of C to
Father McCarthy then serving at
Christ the King.

Considering that Nettie consid-
ered herself a “stay at home” mom,
she was very active in church and
school activities. There was altar
boys, athletics, making cupcakes to
pay for the referees, driving to and
from games and many other school
functions. I remember for I was a
volunteer coach for softball, base-
ball and basketball in those days.

The Conner family may not
have been “social butterflies” but
they sure knew how to raise a fam-
ily. They are rightfully  very proud
of their family. We are so very
proud of them as part of the Christ
the King community.

The Conner Family
Dan, Jeannie, Mark, Herschel, Greg, Nettie, and Herschel, Jr

Mary - Mother and Queen
by Melina P (5a)

Holy Queen up in heaven
You watch over us twenty-four-seven

Down on Earth you hear us pray
You keep us safe every day

Tall and beautiful with a crown
We can’t forget your pretty blue gown

Holy Mary, you’re our light
When it is dark you make it bright

Your home is higher than the cliffs
Still we love you and offer you gifts

When I feel small and meek
You’ll help me through every day of the week

You’re as beautiful as a spring flower
We’re amazed at your love and power
Mary Mother, all we can say is WOW

Mary Queen, take a bow!
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by Dick Hulcher

“I cooked BBQ to build this
church.” Joe Francis and I were
talking about the history of our
parish—something we frequently
did at Haskell Marine, just down
the road from the parish or after
one of the 5:00 p.m. Masses that he
attended so faithfully.

Joe was a charter member of
the parish from the first Masses at
the theater at Jacksonville
University until his death on
September 3, 2000, a period of
close to 50 years. Monsignor
Danaher remembers Joe as a faith-
ful parish member who helped with
traffic control whenever the church
or school was used as a polling
place for elections, and as the long-
time leader of the Boy Scout
Explorer Post at Christ the King.

Betty, Joe’s loving wife of 54
years, attended Mass with him at
Jacksonville University, but main-
tained her membership in the
Methodist Church as she does
today.  She continues to live in the
parish and maintains close contact
with it. Betty says that she was a
regular at the bingo games as long
as they were held, and counts
Sacristan Nick Debs’ sisters among
her closest friends, having been
raised next door to the Debs family
when they and she were kids. 

Betty learned a lot about
Catholicism so that she could help
sons James (Sonny) and Charles
(Chuck) with their religion classes
at Assumption, then Christ the
King and finally at Bishop Kenny.

Joe was a member of the
Arlington Knights of Columbus
Council 4727, where he and Betty
met and socialized with other
parish members frequently.  

Betty had additional ties to her
future parish as she grew up. She
and neighborhood kids frequented
a confectionary store at the corner
of First and Liberty Streets that was

operated by Pete Japour, grandfa-
ther of Frank Japour, soon-to-retire
sergeant with the Jacksonville
Sheriff’s Office. The Japours were
also early Christ the King parish-
ioners. Frank remembers Joe as “a
machinist by trade and a builder of
men by vocation.”

When talking to Nick Debs
about this story, he not only

remembered stories
about Joe and Betty,
but recalled that Pete
Japour loved  to fish
so much that he kept
fishing rods at his
store and if someone
came by with a boat
enroute to fishing, he
would close the store
and go along. Ah, the
good old days!!!

Joe retired from
NAS as a machinist,
and began to help out

from time to time at Haskell
Marine on Arlington Road.  Jill
Haskell, now president there,
remembers Joe for many things,
especially his love of boating and
all kinds of fishing. “He taught me
to fish as a little girl and I still go
today,” Jill said.

Joe and Betty lived near Carl
and Susie Ludwig who are pillars
of the 7 a.m. Sunday Mass with
their kids as altar servers. Carl,
Cursillo Coordinator for Christ the
King, remembers Joe for acting as
greeter at elections being held at
the church or school, and Betty for
taking his sisters to school when his
parents were raising the kids in the
parish area.

Neighbor and fellow parish-
ioner, Paul Ghiotto, gave Joe the
honorary title of “Mayor of
Oakwood Drive.”  This was in
recognition of Joe’s concern for the
well being of his neighbors and
neighborhood.

As Joe got a little older he
would come to Mass with a cane to
aid his walking. He was always
concerned that he not disturb others
at worship and reluctantly began to
accept and use the chair I would get
for him from the Sacristy. 

Joe Francis passed away at the
age of 83 in September of 2000.
Betty knew that Joe was extremely
fond of Monsignor Danaher and
had him preside at the funeral.
Betty, although not Catholic her-
self, is a true charter member of our
parish just as her husband Joe was,
and I hope that she joins us fre-
quently during our 50th
Anniversary festivities.

Charter Parish Members 
Joe and Betty Francis

by Frank Becht

What is a Living Will?

We all know that a will or trust is used to set forth how we wish our
estate to be handled after our death. Living Wills are documents that set
out the provisions for making health care decisions in the event we are too
ill to make our own decisions. In a Living Will, you state what you will
and will not accept for healthcare in the future should you not be able to
convey your wishes at the time.

Another type advance directive is appointing a person to make deci-
sions for you if you are unable. This is called a Durable Power of
Attorney. Normally, both are executed at the same time.

Need for a Living Will

It’s never too early to make a Living Will. Accidents happen all the
time. Heart attacks and strokes occur at the most unexpected times. These
types of  things may end your life or leave you mentally or physically
incapacitated and unable to function on your own behalf.

A perfect example of this unfolding here in the State of Florida at this
very time is the “Terri Schiavo” case. This is a case in which Terri has
been on a feeding tube for 13 years as a result of a heart problem. Her hus-
band and parents have been feuding over her desires all this time. Even
after the courts have refused to interject themselves, the Florida
Legislature passed legislation allowing
Governor Bush to intercede. The battle
for her life goes on but might have been
unnecessary had she had a Living Will.

There are many who feel that she is a
vegetable, that she is technically dead,
and that her soul has left her body and
that her husband has the right to perma-
nently withdraw the feeding tube. Would
this not border on euthanasia? Who
knows but God?

Hospital requirements

Most hospitals are inquiring whether those undergoing surgery have a
Living Will and if they do not, they will provide copies that can be exe-
cuted. Community hospice organizations are actively seeking to educate
the public and provide materials and assistance in executing Living Wills.

Community Hospice of Northeast Florida, located at 4266 Sunbeam
Road , Jacksonville, Florida, has an active program called FIVE WISH-
ES which incorporates the Living Will and Durable Power of Attorney
forms. The pamphlet including the forms and instructions is available by
calling them at 904-268-5200 or you may visit them at their website-
www.communityhospice.com.   

Absence of a Living Will

The lack of a Living Will and Durable Power of Attorney puts a
tremendous burden on the family to determine the course of action. The
family should gather together and pray for guidance, seeking the advice
of the parish priest, doctor and other professionals. They should try to
come to an agreement on the course of action, giving the authority to one
person to execute their wishes.

Seek legal advice

Much information is available on the subject of Living Wills and
Durable Powers of Attorney; sample copies of forms are available from
the internet, hospitals and doctors. If you feel uncomfortable doing this on
your own, it may well be in your best interest to seek the advice and assis-
tance of an attorney. Many states have different laws and provisions.
Particularly, if you reside in two different states, there is a need to coor-
dinate the provisions of the documents.

Whatever course of action you take, reviewing the FIVE WISHES
program of Community Hospice of Northeast Florida is very worthwhile.

Start Now

Regardless of your age, it’s never too early to execute a Will, Living
Will and Power of Attorney. Most often they are executed at the same
time, being done as people get older and begin to see the need for wills
and trust agreements. The need can be for younger people also as we’ve
seen in the case of Terri Schiavo.

Living Wills

Fiftieth Anniversary Dinner-Dance

Date—September 26, 2004

Gathering from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the Kingdome

Dinner—7:00 p.m., followed by dancing

Tickets—on a first come basis—$50.00 per person.  Available in

August.  Reserve the date and make plans with friends.  

ARE YOU READY?Living Wills
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Fish Fry every Friday during Lent except Good Friday 
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall

Stations of the Cross every Friday during Lent 
at 7:00 p.m. in the church

Choral Vespers on March 16 at 7:00 p.m. in the church

Parish Penance Service March 29 at 7:00 p.m. in the church

Lenten Concert by 7LW April 3 
at 7:30 p.m. in the church

Palm Sunday on April 4

Holy Week Schedule
Mass of the Lord’s Supper - Holy Thursday - April 8 at 6:30 p.m.

Seven Last Words - Good Friday - April 9 at 1:00 p.m.

Lord’s Passion - Good Friday - at 3:00 p.m.

Easter Vigil on April 10 at sundown 

Easter Masses - Easter Sunday - on April 11
at 7:00 a.m., 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.

Lenten Service Schedule
by Mickey Kenny

There appear to be quite a few
people who miss the regular study
of the Bible on a continuing basis
using the materials we enjoyed
when Father Carey was here with
us.  Some of us have decided to
begin meeting on
Sunday mornings
shortly after the 10:00
a.m. Mass and study
our way through the
books of the Bible
beginning with Mark.  

Since the priests
have so many duties
and obligations for
their time, Father Carr
has been kind enough
to agree to supervise
our use of the study tapes and print-
ed materials of the Little Rock
Scripture Study so that we have the
benefit of approved and acknowl-
edged expertise of those producing
this program and also the availabil-

ity of our own priest to clear up any
problems in understanding we
might have.

Everyone is welcome to join
us; all you have to do is to arrive at
the donut room at about the time
those who are leaving the 10:00 a.m.
Mass arrive, pass on into the Parish

Hall, and join us as we
study the materials
and share the Good
News  with one anoth-
er. Please know that
we truly encourage
everyone to try us out
and see if you want to
return. No one is asked
to sign up for every
Sunday forever!  But
we do want to make
this both possible and

available, and the welcome mat
will stay open for those who wish
to come.  There is never enough we
can know about Jesus and what He
wants from us as well as for us.
But we are enjoying the effort put
forth to find out more.

Mary
by Jon K (5b)

Mary was a little girl
when God gave her the best gift in the world

He gave her his little boy
and the decision filled her up with joy

Mary would never lie
later we learned she didn’t die

You might think that it sounds odd
However, she ascended up to God

While Jesus was carrying the cross
He knew that He had lost

Most of the friends He had made
Throughout all His days

Right before Jesus died
Mary sat by His side

Right then she told Him
She’d hope to see Him in heaven

She was perfect in God’s eyes
That is because she really tries

One of Mary’s symbols is a dove
And of course, it stands for love

Sunday Bible Study
Open to Everyone

Find us in the Parish Hall after the 10:00 a.m. Mass

We’re beginning with the Gospel of Mark

We will be there every Sunday

Come back after the earlier Masses, 

come from the 10:00 a.m. Mass,

or prepare for coming to the Noon Mass

Whatever your preference – just come!

Frank Becht

Anna Mary Riley, a long time parishioner of Christ the King is espe-
cially proud of her daughter, Lt. Col. Sharon E. Riley (JAG).  Sharon was
serving in Iraq when President George Bush visited the U.S. troops over
the Thanksgiving holidays in November 2003.  Sharon is attached to the
First Armored Division based in Baghdad, Iraq.

Sharon was a Christ the King School graduate in 1973, a Bishop
Kenny High School graduate in 1977, and a Belmont Abbey graduate in
1981.  She served in the Peace Corps and graduated from Temple
University Law School in 1986.  She has earned her Masters degree in
Law from the University of Virginia in military law and an environmen-
tal law degree from George Washington University.

We at Christ the King are also very proud of Sharon Riley.

ONE OF OUR OWNONE OF OUR OWN

LLeenntteenn    CCoonncceerr tt     bbyy    77LLWW
including contemporary music & reflections on

The Seven Last Words
Saturday, April 3, 7:30 p.m.
at Christ the King Church

featuring parishioners Phil, Rebecca, Scott, and Tim

S u n d a y  B i b l e  S t u d y
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Ray Walker
The headline for the Times Union story on

Christmas Day, 2003, read, “Pioneering Facility Open
in Lawtey.”  The first faith-based prison in America
was dedicated the day before in Lawtey, Florida, by
Governor Jeb Bush and almost all of the 791 felons of
23 faiths attended.  It was stated that a faith-based
institution is a facility for inmates that unites correc-
tions and the faith community to effect an inner and
outer transformation of inmates.  The ultimate goal is
that through inner transformation recidivism will be

reduced and there will be a smoother transition into
society in order that ex-offenders can become produc-
tive citizens and not return to a life of crime.

The program is completely voluntary.  All the pris-
oners who were previously housed in the Lawtey
prison were given the option to stay and participate or
leave.  One hundred eleven chose not to remain and
were relocated to another prison.  There will be no
additional cost to the State or the Department of
Corrections. Each prison dorm will have a sponsor that
will underwrite the cost of any mate-
rials or equipment used in implement-
ing the program (approximately
$10,000 for the first year). Each dorm
will not only have a sponsor but also
a dorm chaplain, mentors, educators
and volunteers who will provide life
skills programming, spiritual leader-
ship, counseling, encouragement, role
models, and friendship for the
inmates living there.

Everyone will be able to follow
and observe the tenets of the faith of
their choice. They will by ministered
to by members of that faith. There
will be no attempt to foist a one-size-
fits-all religion on anyone and, obvi-
ously, no proselytizing will be
allowed.

Prior to the dedication ceremony Bishop Galeone
celebrated a Mass in a packed chapel.  Fathers Robert
McDermott and Joseph Schwab, the chaplain at
Jefferson Corrections Institution in Monticello,
Florida, con-celebrated with him.  The first two people
to receive Holy Communion from the Bishop were
Governor Bush and his wife.  When everyone greeted
one another Bush took the time to walk all around the
chapel and shake hands with as many inmates as he
could reach. To be able to assist the Bishop and pro-
claim the First Reading was a singular honor for this
reporter, too. Two friends of the prison ministry who
are not Catholic, Ken Cooper and Jack Eberly, were
delighted to be asked to be Gift Bearers.

Afterward a number of people commented favor-
ably on the meaningful homily that Bishop Galeone
delivered.  He drew a parallel between what was going
to happen here in days to come and what has happened

for many years in other self-help organizations such as
Alcoholics Anonymous. Many devastated by addiction
have been given the oopportunity to turn their lives
around through AA and a wide variety of problems
will be addressed at the new Lawtey prison. All those
who want to change their lives for the better will be
given every opportunity, support, and encouragement.

This is not some philosophical pipe dream.  It has
already been proven in the “real world.” For almost 13
years the Prisoners of Christ prison ministry founded
by Ken Cooper in 1991 has demonstrated conclusive-

ly that ex-offenders who want to
change their lives can do it as long
as they have the right kind of help
to do so. One of the most important
ingredients is the involvement of
religion. 

Today 38% of those released
from our Florida prisons will be
back in again in three years or less.
The Prisoners of Christ recidivism
rate is 10% or less. In order to
achieve this goal other government
programs have been instituted in
the past but have not proven suc-
cessful. It is the firm belief of all
those involved in faith-based min-
istry that only the introduction of
religion can make a difference.

Bishop Galeone’s homily attested to this fact and
the Catholic community is blessed to have him as its
shepherd. His predecessor, Bishop John Snyder, was
equally supportive and continues so even in his retire-
ment.

Every one of us, whether or not we are directly
involved in prison ministry work, is affected by what
is happening in the Prisoners of Christ ministry and at
Lawtey Correctional. One prisoner who is released and

does not return saves us, the taxpayers, an estimated
$50,000 per year.

Last January when he was Regional Director of
Region 2, James Crosby, Jr. was approached by
Governor Bush and asked to become Secretary of the
Department of Corrections. During their conversation
it was learned that each had a strong ambition to cre-
ate a faith-based prison. There were already faith-
based dorms in the system; this would just expand on
the idea. Getting together other like-minded individu-
als such as Chaplain Alex Taylor, the Chaplaincy
Services Adminisrator, Reverend Ken Cooper, founder
of Prisoners of Christ, Bill Burguieres, Jack Eberly,
Pastor, Steve McCoy, Pastor, Paul Smith and others a
plan was formulated which on Christmas Eve, 2003,
became a reality. 

This is a plan that is bound to have nationwide
impact. As the Great Seal of the State of Florida says,
“In God We Trust.”

The The FF irsti rst
Fai th-Based PrisonFaith-Based Prison

continued from page 15

Opinion

Bishop Victor Galeone
Pastoral Letter

Another idea being advanced is
the connection between vocation
shortage and contraception. Our
own Bishop Galeone released a
Pastoral letter in the July/August
issue of the St. Augustine Catholic
in which he has expressed concern
in the long- term effects of wide-
spread use of artificial means of
contraception. It is entirely possi-
ble the widespread use of contra-
ception by Catholics, which has
without doubt reduced the size of
families, is having a decided effect
on the reduction in vocations. It
makes sense that a reduction in
family size will result in a decline
in religious vocations.

Bishop Wilton D. Gregory,
President of the U.S. Conference

of Catholic Bishops

While Bishop Gregory prom-
ised a fair hearing to the
Milwaukee archdiocese priests on
the issue of optional celibacy, he
personally has been very pesimistic
about serious consideration by the
Church. He first stated, “I don’t see
this (petition) fostering another
review of a topic that has been fair-
ly well discussed.” On August 29,
2003, he stated “Since the Second
Vatican Council, the question of
celibacy has been raised by popes
and a number of synods and bish-
ops’ conferences, and I think we
have a fairly clear position on the
importance of celibacy and its rela-
tionship to the Catholic priest-
hood.”

What can we do today?

The Serra Club of St.
Petersburg offers a viable option to
the very pressing need for more
vocations to the priesthood and
religious life; there is no more
pressing need in the Church. The
Serra Club is an affiliate of Serra
International, a worldwide organi-
zation of Catholic men and women
whose mission is to promote voca-
tions to the priesthood and reli-
gious life. Materials and informa-
tion can be obtained from the Serra
Club, P.O. Box 40565, St.
Petersburg, FL 33743, (727)397-
4053 or (727)520-7795.

We can pray more fervently for
vocations and we can encourage
the young people in our schools
and families to consider the priest-
hood and religious life. We need to
talk about it more! 

What do you think? 

This subject will affect your
children and grandchildren; you
need to think about it, become
knowledgeable and express your
opinion.
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January 13, 2004

Trudy Cameron
Christ the King Catholic Church
Jacksonville, FL 32211

Dear Friend:

On behalf of the Department of
Children & Families in District 4,
all our clients and their families,
our foster parents and children in
foster care, thank you so much for
your generous donation to the 2003

Happy Holidays project. More than
3,000 clients of all ages in Baker,
Clay, Nassau, St. Johns and Duval
counties had one of the most mem-
orable holidays ever because of
your kindness and commitment to
helping others.

More than 100 companies,
organizations, and individuals &
families, donated gifts, funds, and
volunteer time to provide
Thanksgiving food baskets, holiday
gifts and toys to the families and
individuals who truly needed assis-
tance for the holidays. Whether you
sorted gifts, purchased items,
assisted with a delivery, or provid-
ed funds for us to help our clients,
your donation truly made a differ-
ence this year.

Because of you, the many fam-
ilies that you have provided service
for have experienced one of life’s
greatest lessons—that it is far better
to give than receive. Your contribu-
tions are inspiring. Because of all

that you do, many individuals and
business leaders in the community
have come forward to help our
most vulnerable citizens.

Thank you again for helping
with our holiday projects. Please
take a moment to complete the
enclosed form, which will help us
improve our program for 2004 and
enable us to report the total number
of volunteer hours and value of
donations to the Secretary of the
Department and the Governor’s

office. Please contact me at 723-
2103 if I may be of any assistance.

Most Sincerely Yours,

Liz Way
Community Resources Coordinator
Fl Department of Children &
Families

P.S.Thank you again for all your
hard work to help make the holi-
days happy for so many!  Happy
New Year!

January 8, 2004

Trudy Cameron
Christ the King Catholic
Church
Jacksonville, FL 32211

Dear Trudy,

On behalf of our
boys, thank you, thank
you, to Christ the King
for your support during
Christmas. The boys
were excited and thank-

ful for the gifts they received
Christmas morning. It is because of
generous donors like you who care
about children in need that they had
a “merry” Christmas.

I would like to personally thank
you for the time and effort you put
into making sure our boys felt like
normal kids this holiday season.

The smiles our boys wore would
not have been possible without you.

On behalf of the Boys’ Home
staff thank you for your generosity
and compassion; we wish the best

to you all in 2004!

Sincerely,

Jaime Dennis
Director of Public
Relations

The Residents of All
Saints Home would like to
thank all the parishioners
of Christ the King Church.
Thanks for putting our

names on your tree and thanks for
the wonderful gifts. You have made
our Christmas a happy one.

You are all so kind and thought-
ful.

God Bless You All
The Residents of All Saints
Catholic Home

To Whom It May Concern,
It is quite a cheerful sight to see

the residents at All Saints receive

and open their gifts from all of you
at Christmas.

Again, many thanks for your
thoughtfulness.
Clarsie Jones
(by Pat Harper, daughter)

To the members of Christ the King
Catholic Church and Mrs.
Cameron:

Thank you ever so much to
your congregation for the beautiful
gifts you gave to the residents at
Oakwood Villa Apartments. Your
generosity can never be repaid.
Through your Church I saw so
many happy faces during the
Christmas holidays because of the
members of Christ the King. Thank
you again for blessing the children.
Sincerely, 
Deborah Bell
Resident Service Coordinator
Merry Christmas!

We would like to thank
you for all of the clothes,
shoes, and other items that
you’ve given us for our
babies. We’re really appre-
ciative of everything
you’ve done for our school
also, and we’ll continue to
keep you in our prayers.
The things you have given
us really make a difference
because any and everything

is a big help! Once again, thank you
and we appreciate your support.

Rhonda
31 students, 20 babies and

15,000 women add our God bless
you
Caroline
Residents of St. Gerard Campus

Thank you for the Christmas
gift for the patients.  This was one
of the best Christmas ever. Thank
the church for the  gifts. They were
great.

Angie
We couldn’t do without Mrs.

Cotten. 

Thank you for the Christmas
gift for the patients. They are so
great. It gave me a great Christmas.
Thanks so much to the church for
the gifts.
Billy

Thank you!
To: Sara Cotten
From: Staff & members of the
Springfield Drop In Center

Dear Sara
The Christmas gifts that

were given at the Drop-In
Center were a tremendous
blessing to so many of our
members. A heart felt thanks
goes out to you. May you con-
tinue to be blessed in abun-
dance throughout the upcom-
ing New Year.
Gratefully yours,

Connie M. Chapmon

Dear Sara,
Thanks for all you and your

family do to see that we have a
good Christmas at our center.
You’re very sweet and we appreci-
ate you. May you be blessed in the
years to come.

With love, 
Lisa 
Springfield Staff 

Well, thanks
Jonathan

Sara
The Christmas gifts given at the

Springfield Drop-In Center were a
tremendous blessing to many of our
members. A heart felt thanks goes
out to you and may you be blessed
in abundance throughout the New
Year.
Sincerely
Malia Chapman

This is Joe B.
I want to share my appreciation

not just this year but for all the
years you gave us a
lot of Christmas
cheer and good
times. I know per-
sonally that you
don’t get enough
praise for all that
you’ve done - not
only for us but for
M.D.A., The N.E.
Florida Mental
Health Association
and all other good
folks. No one can

deny as much as they want to your
good works.

Thanks a lot Sara C.

Thank you Letters
Continued from page 3
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TThe Fhe Feast ofeast of thethe

EpiphanEpiphany y 

Landa Paladini

There is a saying that goes “East is East and
West is West and never the twain shall meet;”
however, this certainly does not apply to the
parishioners of Christ the King. We really are
an international parish where different cultures
and ethnic groups come joyfully together to
praise and give thanks to the Lord.

The celebration begins always with a
beautiful Mass wherein the bilingual
parishioners do the readings and the prayers of
the faithful in the tongue of their heritage. Not
to be forgotten, of course, is our wonderful
choir that always adds so much to any Mass;
but this time, it was further enhanced by the
addition of the Vietnamese choir. What a treat
for the ears! 

Since the Church was celebrating the feast
of the Epiphany our pastor, Father Thanh,
brought that message home to us in a thought-
provoking message. He began by saying that
the Epiphany has symbols for us all. The Magi,
who came from the East seeking the Christ
Child were foreigners or outsiders as were the
Samaritan leper and the Syrian woman who

bartered for her daughter’s health.  In a way we
are all foreigners or moral outsiders as our
society is plagued with addiction, divorce,
vengeance, unforgiving spirits, etc.  Father
went on to say, “There is, however, a place for
everybody, male or female, saint or sinner, and
that is in the welcoming love of Jesus.”

The Magi were not only foreigners but faith
seekers as well.  They didn’t have all the
answers. They didn’t know exactly where the
Christ Child was, but they didn’t give up till
they found the Precious Babe. We, too, must
never give up. “Through pain and suffering
God is there. He will break through the
darkness. God is not far; we live in hope.”  

Lastly the Magi were gift givers. We, too,
are gift-givers when we give of our time, talent,
and treasure.  Remember we cannot outdo God.
He is the great gift-giver. He gave us His Son.  

Father closed saying, “May the Christ
Child be your companion as you walk the
journey of life.” 

Following the Mass the parishioners made
their way to the Crucifix Fountain where the
new carving of Jesus was blessed in word and
song. It was a perfect day and all the people

rallied round the
Crucifix to take part in the lovely ceremony.

Finally, on to the Parish Hall where the
succulent aroma of various delicacies wafted
across the room. Smiles abounded as people
greeted each other and one could hear such
comments as, “Have you tried the Irish soda
bread?” or, “You must taste the French scallops
in cream sauce. They’ll melt in your mouth.”
And who among you doesn’t love the Filipino
food?  It makes my mouth water to think about
it. Then there was Betty Wheeler in her
Hungarian dress serving the delicious goulash.
How about Wanda Martin’s renowned kielbasi?
Anyone for Italian, the lasagna was
outstanding! Then there is always the tabouleh,
which is a particular favorite of the writer, and
so good for your health. And do not tell me that
you didn’t sample Mrs. Do’s Vietnamese egg
rolls.  These are one of those “you can’t just eat
one” foods.  

Suffice it to say that none of us started our
New Year’s diet on January 4th. That’s okay;
there’s always tomorrow!
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LITURGY

Altar Server Ministry
Interested youth 5th grade or older
and who have received First Holy
Communion. Once trained, they are
entered into a rotating schedule for
the Masses. Contact Page Peeler,724-
4849.

“Extraordinary” 
Eucharistic Ministers
As an “Extraordinary” minister of
the Eucharist during the Mass you
would be asked to join the priest at
the altar, partake in communion and
help the priest distribute communion
to the congregation.  Candidates are
chosen by the Pastor as recommend-
ed by the priests and staff members
of the parish.. Kathy and Richard
Daniels, coordinators, 743-9441. 

Visitation of the Sick
“Extraordinary” ministers bring the
Eucharist to the homebound or hos-
pitalized. John Porter, 721-0489.

Gift Bearers
Families, Individuals or Parish Ministries
who want to bring the gifts to the altar dur-
ing Mass.  Call Judy Zeaiter, 992-9591.

Lector Ministry
A Lector does the readings and the
Prayer of the Faithful at Mass. If you
would like to be a reader, call Lucille
Guzzone, 724-9617.

Music Ministry
Any individual who has a talent with
music or can play an instrument or
just interested in the Singing Choir,
Handbell Choir, Funeral Choir, or
being a Cantor for Mass, call Bernie,
724-0080.

Sacristans
We help prepare for the celebration
of Mass. For more information on
how you can be a Sacristan, call Nick
Debs, 744-8749.

HOSPITALITY

Mass Greeters
Welcome all who come to Mass. This
team may offer the only contact
many parishioners have in our faith
community. Great opportunity for
adults and families. Contact the chief
usher at the Mass you are attending
for more information.

Ushers
Men and women who commit to attend
the same Mass every week. They are
requested to wear a navy blue jacket and
to assist the  celebrant as needed.  Howard
Sell, 744-5937.

SPECIAL SERVICES

Altar Society
Individuals who care for the vessels, vest-
ments and linens used in the Liturgies.
Debbie Scobie, 723-3977.

Art & Environment Planning
Committee
Decorating the church and Gathering
Area, during different seasons of the
Church. Contact Terri Vogelsang, 744-
6310, for information on how you can
help.

Beautification Committee
Individuals and families who want to
beautify the church grounds.  Meet the
third Saturday of every month, 9 a.m.-
noon, in the church parking lot by the
fountain.  Come  join us in beautifying His
yard.  Robin Allison  641-2318.

Religious Articles Gift Shop
Volunteers staff the gift shop before and
after Sunday Masses. Maureen McCook,
642-2725.

Sunday Childcare 
For 10:00 a.m. Mass
Christ the King Childcare for your 1-4-
year-old child in the Child Care Center.
Free of charge. Care is provided by par-
ents and those students (13+) who wish to
obtain service hours. Must be willing to be
fingerprinted. Call Cassy Morency at 641-
8311 to help or for more information.

PRAYER MINISTRIES

Daily Adoration
We need people who are willing to sign up
for one hour a week so that someone is
praying all during the day. Adoration is in
the Sacred Heart Chapel, Monday-Friday,
from 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Call Claretta
Lamusga, 743-9998. 

Nocturnal Adoration
Held on the first Friday of each month
from 10 p.m.-6 a.m. There are eight
groups who rotate their hour each month.
If you would like to join us in this prayer
ministry, call Paul Ghiotto, 727-5040.

Prayer Network
One of our most rewarding ministries -
praying for others in need - spiritual, health
related, and other. Call Peggy Mills, 646-
9417.

ORGANIZATIONS

ACT
Arlington Churches Together
This new ministry is out to clean-up
Arlington. Call Mr & Mrs. George
James, 725-4952 for information.

Christ the King Council of
Catholic Women (CKCCW)
Our board meets monthly,
September-June, to guide our eight
circles who meet at various times
during the month. Our General meet-
ing is the last Thursday of each
month at 7 p.m. We welcome new
members.  Patrice Pruitt  645-6132

Widow/Widowers Support
For those who have lost loved ones.
For information contact Isabelle
Fusco, 724-5186 or read your bul-
letin for the next meeting date, place,
and time.

Ministry of Hope
If you have lost a loved you know the
anguish and suffering that goes with
that loss. Others have been through
this same trauma. The Ministry of
Hope brings those who have suffered
and those who are suffering together.
Call Sue, 221-7143 for information.

Elizabeth Ministry
This ministry deals with the joys,
sorrows and challenges of life during
the childbearing years and beyond. It
includes pregnancy/pregnancy com-
plications, birth, infant/child crisis,
special needs, miscarriage, stillbirth
and inant or child death. Call Wendi,
724-5579 for more infomation and/or
to volunteer. 

The Legion of Mary
Men and women who offer their
services to their pastor, to aid him in
performing spiritual works in the
parish. Members may be active or
auxiliary (praying).Weekly meetings
are held every Monday at 7 p.m. in
the rectory. Michael Mackin, 744-
6659.

M.O.M.S.  Ministry
Ministry of Mothers Sharing, is
designed to encourage prayer, discus-
sions, and friendships among women
of all ages. Beth Ethridge, 696-9726.

Queens and Kings (age 50+)
Our lively senior citizens socialize on the
second Sunday of each month from 1:30-
4 p.m., September through June. Do come
to enjoy! Call William Campbell, 724-
3777.

Respect Life 
We are a ministry wishing to make a
difference in people’s lives by sup-
porting the Saint Gerard House,
Project Rachel, Respect Life
Pilgrimage and the Diocesan Respect
Life Program. Sign up at the Time
and Talent Fair in November, or con-
tact Jim Middleton, 743-3953.

Christ the King Courier 
Interested in publishing a newspa-
per? We need  desktop publishers,
typists, proof-readers, reporters,
photographers, etc. We meet on
Wednesdays in the rectory at 7 p.m.
Judy, 724-0080.

Sponsor Couples
Married couples needed to help
engaged couples discern if marriage
is for them. Jim and Mary Ann
Middleton, 743-3953, for further
information.

STEWARDSHIP, PARISH &
FINANCE COUNCILS

Stewardship Committee
A committee appointed by the pastor,
who oversees the Time, Talent and
Treasure (TTT) program. Call the
rectory, 724-0080 regarding ques-
tions.

Finance Committee
Committee members selected by the
pastor. Their work on the council
should be considered a ministry with
a commitment to stewardship.
Contact Father Thanh Thai Nguyen.

Parish Council
The Parish Council is a consultative
body that the pastor can pray and
reflect with, and ask for assistance to
guide in the overall care/ministry of
the Parish and the enhancement of its
mission. Meetings are the first
Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
in the Rectory. Call Mike Mackin,
744-6659. It is made up of represen-
tatives (President, Chairperson or
Facilitator) from each ministry in the
Parish, as well as representatives
from the Finance Council, Christ the

King School, Christ the King
Daycare, Athletic Association,
Scouts, Knights of Columbus,
Marriage Encounter, Sponsor
Couples, and Wedding Coordinator.
Elections are held every two years to
elect a President, vice-president, sec-
retary-recording, and secretary- cler-
ical from the body of representatives.

ST. VINCENT dePAUL
PROGRAMS

Vincentians
We were founded by people who care
about the problems of those around
them. We care and would like you to
share the care with us. For informa-
tion on how to become a Vincentian,
call 807-7233, ext #1, and leave a
message.

St Vincent de Paul 
Emergency Assistance
We need volunteers to work in the St.
Vincent de Paul office in the rectory,
providing referrals, and assisting
people who need immediate help.
Hours are from 10 a.m.- noon,
Monday through Friday, call 724-
8442.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
ADULTS

Adult Education Committee
Committee to develop and imple-
ment an Adult Education program for
the parish. Program sessions are held
twice a year before Faith Sharing
Small Groups begin and are meant to
enhance faith sharing. Call Betty
Wheeler, 724-9662.

Faith Sharing Small Groups
Small groups of people meeting in
private homes to discuss the Sunday
readings, Scripture and current
events that effect our Catholic faith..
Contact Alick Hardie, 745-5971.

R.C.I.A.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Preparing people to enter the
Catholic Church through an inquiry
and catechetical process. Call James
Scott, 642-0059.

Emmaus
Young adults (18-39) coming togeth-
er in fellowship and to learn more
about their faith. Call Jenifer Little,
398-0978.

Welcome Frank Japour
Biography Summary

Parents Daniel and LaVerne Japour.  Member of Christ the King Parish since 1957,
and a Christ the King  graduate. Graduate of Terry Parker High School and Jacksonville
University. Also attended Spring Hill College (Jesuit) in Mobile, AL.

Formerly married, and widowed in 1990.  Daughter Catherine Loyola living in Cape
Coral, Fl.  In 9th year of marriage to wife, Patricia, with daughter Kaleigh, who is cur-
rently in her Junior year at Bishop Kenny High School.

Retired from the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office in January, 2004. Awarded
Distinguished Service Medal.

Co-Founder and Former Vice-President/Operations at First Coast Athletics;
Former Treasurer, Immediate past Chairman, and current member Board of

Directors, Boys’ Home Association;
Chairman, Board of Directors, of Joseph and Gertrude LaRose Foundation.

Rejoined Christ the King Parish in 1995 from St. Joseph and San Jose Parishes;
1994 Cursillista, and active member;
Associate member of  St. Vincent de Paul at Christ the King;
2003 Kairos Team at Baker County;
Inaugural, and active member of LIFE TEEN/LIFE SUPPORT at Christ the King;
Eucharistic Minister and Lector.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
YOUTH

Religious Education for Students
Opportunity for students grades 1-8 to
learn/experience the Catholic faith with others
in their age group. Sessions held August -May
in the school on Wednesdays, 7-8 p.m. Sunday
Mass attendance required. Certified teachers
are always welcome to apply, and volunteers
are needed on a regular basis. Call Wednesday
evenings from 7-8p.m., 708-7416 or at other
times call Lucille Guzzone, 724-9617.

Vacation Bible School
A week long summer program (usually in July)
for children ages 4-11 years to help deepen
their faith and involvement in the Christian
community. Fun for everyone. Call Betty
Wheeler, 724-9662, for information.

PRE-TEEN PROGRAM

The Edge
This youth program is designed to minister to
boys and girls 6-8 grades of all faiths from
uniquely Catholic base. Call Melissa Balaguer,
398-1961; Lin  Stormatt, 725-7907.

TEEN PROGRAM

Teen Stewardship
Teens share their Time, Talent, and Treasure
with their parish, call Laurie Plotz, 725-9015.

LIFE TEEN PROGRAMS, 398-1961
Director: Nancy Powers

Coordinator: Christina Venezia

LIFE TEEN 
Youth ministry program with a strong focus on
the Eucharist. Meet Sunday for 5:00 p.m.Mass.
LIFE Night (fellowship) afterwards. Call
Christina, 398-1961.

LIFE TEEN - Core Team &
LIFE Goes On
Over 18, have a love for teens, and are not cur-
rently a parent of a teen?  Call Christina, 398-
1961, for more information on meeting times.

LIFE Support
Any adults, parents, relatives, neighbors, etc.
interested in supporting the LIFE TEEN pro-
gram. Membership is open to all. Activities are
creative, fun, exciting, and diverse, call
Stephanie Henry, 642-5754

Music for LIFE
Any adult with advanced musical skills who is
willing to help put teens’ faith, feeling and
thoughts about God into words through song
and praise. Call Phil Militante, 398-1961.

CHILD CARE

Child Care Center
Adults wanting to share their talents in three
different subcommittees: educational, plant
facilities, and fund raising, contact Theresa
Little, 724-7239.

CHRIST THE KING SCHOOL

Christ the King Catholic School
Grades Pre-K thru 8th grade. The principal is
Janet Morton. The school has many needs for
volunteers on a daily, weekly, and  monthly
basis. The school seeks assistance in the office,
cafeteria, library, and clinic. Volunteers are
needed as board members and business part-
ners, room mothers, and speakers. Help with
the  yearly golf tournament is also needed, call
724-2954.

SCOUTING PROGRAMS

Boy Scouts
Troop 5 sponsored by Christ the King Church.
Boys 6-12th  grade.  Meet Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.,
in the Scout Hut, call Fred Gardner, 720-0297

Catholic Scouting Committee
Adult individuals interested in providing youth
ministry through the scouting program.  Meets
four times a year; organizes and implements
“Catholic Camporee” for all Scouts once a
year; attend spring awards ceremony. Training
provided, call Donna, 641-0698.

Cub Scouts
Pack 5 sponsored by Christ the King Church.
Boys in grades 1 - 5. Dens meet weekly in the
Scout Hut, call John Nolen, 744-6573.

Girl Scouts
Girls of different age levels that meet weekly or
bi-weekly in one of the church halls after
school or in the evenings, call Stephanie at
641-3308.

SPECIAL ASSISTANCE

Advent Tree
A program that puts smiles on  faces of people
at Christmas. Those who share time and talent
in this ministry help put up the Advent Tree
with special paper ornaments. Parishioners
choose ornaments to take home, purchase the
gift, and return the ornament with the gift
attached to it. Volunteers are needed to help dis-
tribute the gifts to nursing homes, orphanages,
etc, call Trudy Cameron, 724-0511.

Habijax - Habitat for Humanity
Forms partnerships between those in need and
those who are willing to put their faith into
action by donating their time, talent, and treas-
ure to construct new homes,  call Bill Damato,
744-5164.

I. M. Sulzbacher
Individuals who give two hours of their time to
400-500 men, women and children the third
Tuesday of each month by saying grace, serv-
ing dinner, and cleaning up the kitchen, call Bill
Iglesias, Jr., 828-3586 or Ann Franklin, 745-
0627.

MEDICAL SERVICES

Blood Drive 
Twice a year Christ the King Church, along
with the Florida Georgia Blood Alliance, holds
a blood drive, call Karlene Simmons, 642-
8319.

Christ the King Clinic
Staffed by doctors, registered nurses, and ancil-
lary support people. They donate their services
the fourth Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m., call Willie Blaquiere, 744-5447.

Parish Nurse Ministry
Nurses who belong to Christ the King Parish
willing to volunteer their time and talent to sup-
port the ministry of health within the parish,
call Barbara, 724-1776.

AFFILIATED 
ORGANIZATIONS

Christ the King
Athletic Association (CKAA)
Serves children (ages 5-12, boys;  5-15, girls)
who believe that youth athletics provide valu-
able lessons in citizenship/teamwork. Also, if
you would like to contribute toward the cost
associated with registering a child for a
C.K.A.A. sport, call Tim Johnson, 727-7487.

Cursillo 
A Renewal movement of individuals in the
Church who want to deepen their faith and
enhance their walk with Christ, call Carl
Ludwig, 724 -8485.

K’ Cees
Organization of Catholic Women,  an auxiliary
of the Knights  of Columbus Council 4727.
They help/support the Knights.  Meetings are in
the Knights of Columbus Hall on the fourth
Tuesday of each month at 8:00 p.m. Call Laura
Morris, 220-7671 for information.

Knights of Columbus 
Organization of Catholic men and their families
dedicated to promoting concepts of charity,
unity, fraternity and patriotism. If you are a
practicing Catholic man,  at least 18 yrs. old,
and interested in fellowship with people who
share the same beliefs, call Mike Yarborough,
724-8983.

L ’ Arche Harbor House
Mutual ministry with members and assistants,
building community support and awareness to
the needs and gifts of the disabled members of
the L’ Arche Harbor House family, call Patrick
Mayhew, 721-5992.

OFFICE / RECTORY

Rectory Office Volunteers
Adults willing to volunteer a morning/after-
noon/all day Monday thru Friday 9:00 a.m.-
5:00 p.m.. Different positions available: recep-
tionist, clerical, computer operator. Call the
Rectory at 724-0080 for more information.

PREPARATION FOR 
MARRIAGE

Wedding Coordinator
Terri is the one to call to answer questions
regarding decorating the church for your wed-
ding. She also assists the priests in wedding
rehearsals. Please call Terri Vogelsang, 744-
6310 as soon as you set up your date with a
priest. 

Pre Cana/ Engaged Encounter
For information on upcoming workshops and
weekends, call 308-7474.

Marriage Encounter
A program designed to teach married couples
how to better communicate, to strengthen and
support Christian marriage.  Contact Emilo and
Theresa Gonzalez-Chavez, 721-0012.

CHRIST THE  KING M I N I S T R I E S

Our New Administrator
February 18, 2004

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It is with deep humility and profound grat-
itude that I embark as your recently appointed
Parish Administrator at Christ the King. I find
the outpouring of your tremendous support and
encouragement for the future success of our
parish community to be exhilarating. With
God’s grace, and your help, we will attempt to
embrace all within our parish in His Spirit of
Christian love and compassion, while promot-
ing a responsible stewardship of his gifts, with
emphasis on time and talent.

As a first order of my duties, I take this
opportunity to recognize the 14+ years of out-
standing contribution of the tireless and self-
less endeavor of  Patricia Thomas, one among
us,  who continues to help build Christ the
King parish into a nationally recognized model
Catholic community. I am confident that the
tradition of excellence will continue as Pat
assumes her vocation as the parish Director of
Community Development.

I have been compelled to characterize my
orientation to my new assignment as “getting a
drink of water from a fire hose.” Whew…The
volume of work that is accomplished by the
Pastoral and volunteer staff is prodigious, and
is accomplished with a seamless sense of serv-
ice,  rather than  mere duty.  This parish is a
vibrant, loving Christian community called to
God’s service, and as we prepare to celebrate
the 50th Golden Anniversary of Christ the
King parish, I invite each and every one of you
to fully engage the challenge that lies ahead –
to build upon the great 50 year tradition of pro-
viding a quality Catholic School education to
our parish community, and to serve one anoth-
er and those commended to us, in Christian fel-
lowship and love. Are you up for the chal-
lenge?  I am, with  God’s grace, your prayers,
and your commitment of time and talent and
compassion. In Christ, all things are possible!

Fraternally,

Frank Japour

Lenten
Choral
Vespers

On Tuesday evening March 16, 2004
at 7:00 p.m., 

parishioners of 
Christ the King Catholic Church
will have the opportunity & the

privilege to celebrate 
Choral Vespers, 

the Church’s official prayer, 
completely sung with choir & soloists

Don’t miss this opportunity to pray this
updated daily prayer of the Church 

Make this your special Lenten
prayer opportunity
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CCCCKKKKCCCCCCCCWWWW
CCCCiiii rrrrcccc llll eeeessss     

CCCChhhhrrrr iiii ssss ttttmmmmaaaassss     PPPPaaaarrrr tttt iiii eeeessss
St. Bernadette (Circle 7), St. Patrick (Circle 5)

and Our Lady of Perpetual Help (Circle 6)

enjoyed the holiday season
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by Eileen Porter

Monsignor Danaher stressed
the importance of praying for the
souls in Purgatory at the Mass that
preceded the Memorial to the
deceased members of the Knights
of Columbus on November 7th.

At the memorial service  James
Middleton, Past Grand Knight,
read the roster of deceased Knights
of the Arlington Council 4727.
There were 127 votive candles
arranged in the form of a cross.  As
each name was called a member of
the deceased member’s family or a
close friend came forward and lit a
candle.  The Knights who did not
have anyone present were similarly
honored by Pat Bianco, Past Grand

Knight, or Ralph Mosley, Past
Grand Knight, who lit candles in
their name.

When all the candles for the
deceased Knights had been lighted
a representative of the K’Cees lit
one large candle in memory of
deceased K’Cees.  It was a
beautiful and moving ceremony
and the lighted cross was very
impressive.

Grand Knight Mike Yarbough
offered a few remarks.  Following
this, refreshments were served. A
pleasant evening followed and
gave everyone an opportunity to
renew old friendships and
acquaintances, many of whom had
not been present since the
Memorial Service last year.

Knights of Columbus Memorial Mass

by Frank Becht, PGK

In the February 2003 issue of the Columbia Magazine published by
the Knights of Columbus a program featuring the portraits of 264 popes,
each a link in the unbroken chain of Church history to Christ himself, was
displayed.  The program involves the distribution of Pope Charts, which
are designed to promote Church unity, history and teachings of the
Church. It is hoped the posters will serve as useful tools in church grade
school and CCD (Religious Education) programs.

It became a goal of the Knights of Columbus to provide each parish
and school a poster to be displayed  in churches and schools. Arlington
Knights of Columbus Council 4727, under the direction of Past Grand
Knight, Tim Stack, participated in the distribution of these very
informative Pope Charts making presentations to Christ the King and
Resurrection Churches and schools.

The posters depict each of our 264 Popes from St. Peter to Pope John
Paul II, a line unbroken from the time of Jesus Christ. It depicts 2000
years of continuity with our unique link to Jesus Christ. The poster was
developed in Italy and is based on a definitive list of Popes developed by
Monsignor Mercatti, Prefect of the Vatican Archives. Initially, the historic
renderings of the Popes were reproduced from mosaics in the Naves of
the Basilica of St. Paul; later, renderings were from photographs of the
most recent Popes.

The poster features a medallion- sized image of each Pope, a
biographical sketch, the nationality of the Pope, the name chosen, his age
and length of pontificate.

PGK Tim Stack encourages everyone, fellow Knights and
parishioners, to review the Pope Chart for its enlightening, educational
and thought provoking features. At Christ the King you will find the
posters in the Gathering Area of the Church. In the school, the poster is
displayed in the first floor corridor of the office building next to the
framed Ten Commandments. At Resurrection, one poster is located in
the main hallway of the school building; the other is located in the
Gathering Area of the Church.

Please take the time to review these very informative charts.

Unbroken Chain 
of Church History 

by D. Scobie 

The Children’s Christmas Party was held Saturday, December 6, at the
Knights of Columbus Hall with over 30 children attending. Wonderful
music provided by Christ the King School’s own Beth Zerkowski and a
holiday attired Children’s Choir got everyone in the holiday spirit. 

Afterwards, the children participated in holiday treats, breaking
pinatas and sitting on Santa’s lap.

Knights of Columbus
Children’s 
Christmas Party 

Children patiently wait to talk with Santa

I wonder if this cookie was 
s’pose to be for Santa?

Santa, I’ve been a very good boy
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By Claretta Lamusga

At the CKCCW Living Rosary and Christmas party there was an unex-
pected guest. A squirrel entered the Parish Hall and scampered back and
forth from end to end. He was eventually shown the door after he scurried
behind the piano several times. Needless to say, the ladies had a difficult
time paying attention to the beautiful reading which was done so well by
Dolores Bianco. When Dolores realized what was going on she called a
brief intermission until the squirrel was safely escorted out the building.

We then enjoyed a wonderful meal and enjoyed socializing for the
remainder of the evening.

What is Going On Here?

by Claretta Lamusga

The St. Vincent de Paul members enjoyed a home Mass
with Father Carr celebrating at the home of John and
Mickey Kenny. There were about 40 members in atten-
dance and we had a delicious repast of turkey and ham and
everyone’s favorite dishes.

St. Vincent 
de Paul

ChristmasParty
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By Darlene O’Neal

In early fall a survey was conducted to see if parishioners wanted to
resume coffee and donuts after the morning Masses.  The response was a
resounding “Yes” and so in early November the tradition began again.

Al Martin very generously agreed to take charge of this project and
began with a list of volunteers who would act as hosts and hostesses along
with servers and cleanup people. The list consists of the usual helpers,
including the Boy Scouts.

Father Thanh would like for this coffee and donut time to be spent as
a time for the congregation to extend their hand to welcome and greet
newcomers, not just to socialize with old friends. So, please, if you see
someone you don’t know, go up and introduce yourself. Make that person
feel welcome. Spend a few minutes sharing the good things that are hap-
pening here at Christ the King Church. This is a good time to be excited
about our 50th Anniversary celebration.

They’re  b-a-a-a-ck! 
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Farm Workers’
Sunday

by Landa Paladini

Never let it be said that the peo-
ple of Christ the King do not
respond to a call.  On January 18th

of this year the parishioners not
only answered but went way
beyond the hopes and dreams of the
organizer of this event, Daisy
McDonald. “Can
you believe this?”
she incredulously
exclaimed as basket
after basket was
filled with food
items and clothes
that will shortly be
on their way to farm
workers in the north-
ern part of our state.
“ I prayed that the
drive would be suc-
cessful but never did
I expect that such an
o v e r w h e l m i n g
response would come from the
people of Christ the King.  God is
good and the people of the parish
are wonderful,” Daisy joyfully stat-
ed.

This has been a special project
of Daisy’s who worked on this as
an arm of Christ the King Council
of Catholic Women.  When it was
brought to her attention that farm
workers in our state are among the
poorest of all workers her desire
was to do something to change

these conditions.  Not only are they
among the poorest but because of
pesticides it is one of the most dan-
gerous and insecure occupations.
She and several women have been
planning for this day by letting the
parishioners know how they, too,
could become involved.  Barbara
Hanuscin who is deeply involved

with this cause pre-
pared a beautiful and
informative display
that told of the con-
ditions of the farm
workers.  And it is
obvious by the
results that the peo-
ple of the parish
heard the message
that Daisy and
Barbara had brought
to our attention.

The Catholic
Church is very much
interested in the

plight of these workers and every
year when the Florida Legislature
meets there are many representa-
tives of our faith lobbying in
Tallahassee to see that some of the
unfair and discriminatory laws are
changed to favor these hard work-
ing people.  All of us working
together can make a difference in
the lives of the farm workers. Keep
tuned for further announcements
concerning these efforts.

South Jacksonville
Deanery

by Claretta Lamusga

The South Jacksonville
Deanery Council of Catholic
Women held its Fall meeting at
Holy Spirit Catholic Church on
October 30, 2003. We first met at
the church for Mass which was
con-celebrated by Father William
Kelly and Monsignor James
Heslin. It was a truly beautiful
service. 

The group then proceeded to
the Parish Hall which was deco-

rated in an autumn scheme. We
heard from Colleen Garson and
Diane Royal, both from the
“Women’s Help Center.”  Center
staff save the lives of so many
babies that would otherwise be
aborted. They are in need of
another doctor to volunteer to
work the ultra-sound machine
which shows a picture of the tiny
baby in the uterus.

All proceeds from the evening
went to the Women’s Help Center
to help cover the rent and the sup-
plies and equipment  needed. 

Blessed Mother
by Kyle H (5a)

Blessed Mother help me pray.
So I can have a happy day.

Blessed Mother dressed in blue
Blessed Mother I love you.

Blessed Mother you make me happy
I learned about you from my pappy.

Blessed Mother of will and grace
Blessed Mother of outer space.

Blessed Mother crown and all.
Will you help me to love all

Mary our mother
Is like no other.

Blessed Mother please help my family.
’Cause if you don’t it’ll become a calamity

We pray the rosary to honor you.
Hopefully I’ll be in heaven with you.
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THE JOSEPH M. DORIS FAMILY
by Mrs. Rosetta R. Doris

In 1942 the Doris family moved
from a coal mining town in
Pennsylvania to Baltimore,
Maryland. Their new home was
next door to mine. The oldest son,
Joseph, enlisted in the U. S. Navy
and we started to date when he was
home on leave. After his discharge,

he enrolled in the University of
Maryland. Over the years, our
friendship became more than
neighborly. In September, 1950 we
were married in Saints Philip and
James Church. Joseph was still in
college so I was the bread winner
until he graduated in 1951 and
started employment with the State
of Maryland. Two of our children,
Denise and Michael, were born in
Baltimore.

In the summer of 1955, Joseph
left his family in Baltimore and
drove to Jacksonville to begin a
new job with the U. S. Department
of Agriculture. After a few weeks
of getting acquainted with the city,
he began searching for a permanent
residence for his family. He chose
Arlington because a new Catholic
Church and school were being built
in the area. The family joined him
in October, 1955 and became
members of the new Christ the
King Parish. For a short time we
attended Mass in the gym at
Jacksonville University where we

met the pastor, Father W. Thomas
Larkin and the other parishioners. It
was a happy day in December,
1955 when Mass was celebrated in
our new building which consisted
of the church on the ground level
and classrooms on the top floor.

In January, 1956 our third child,
Ann, was born in the new Baptist
Hospital and baptized in our new
church on February 5th by Father
Larkin. Joseph was very active in
the parish joining the Holy Name
Society, ushering, helping build the
clubhouse, and barbequing chicken
at the annual bazaars. As the parish
grew he also visited fellow
parishioners to obtain pledges for a
new church. The existing church
facility was to be converted into
school classrooms. When the
Knights of Columbus was formed
he immediately became a member.
Denise, our oldest child, entered
First Grade at Christ the King
School in September, 1957.

As the years went by our family
grew and James and Amy were
added to the Doris family. In
September, 1961 a son was born.
We decided on the name “Thomas”
in honor of our holy and dedicated
pastor. At the time of Thomas’
baptism I recall Father Larkin
remarking that there should be at
least one religious from the Doris
family. Regretfully, that never
happened.

In order for a child to enter first
grade he had to be 6 years old by
December 31st. Our daughter, Ann,
would not be 6 years old until
January 17, 1962. Joseph asked
Father Larkin to consider an
exception to this rule. He did and
Ann started school in September
1961. She was a bright little girl
and didn’t have any trouble keeping
up with the class that year or any
year following.

In the Fall 1962, Joseph was
transferred to Philadelphia. We
lived in Norristown, Pennsylvania.
One morning in December, we
awoke to a beautiful winter
wonderland. It had snowed during
the night. The children were
thrilled because they had never
seen snow and were anxious to get

out and build a snowman. That
Christmas, Santa brought ice skates
and sleds. We attended Visitation
Blessed Virgin Mary Church and
the children went to school there.
Ironically, the pastor
was Reverend John
Larkin. Two more
sons, Kevin and
Mark, were born
while we lived there.

After five years,
Joseph was again
reassigned to
Jacksonville. Because
we loved Christ the
King and we had so
many friends there,
we chose to live in
Arlington. We were
very saddened to
learn that our beloved
pastor, Father Larkin, was leaving
Jacksonville for another parish in
Clearwater. However, we
welcomed our new pastor, Father
John Lenihan, and Joseph
immediately became involved in
many church organizations. He also
took charge of the bingo held every
Friday night and was among the

group that counted the
contributions every Sunday
morning.

Father Lenihan was pastor for
10 years when Monsignor

Mortimer Danaher was appointed
pastor of Christ the King in June
1977. He is responsible for
spearheading the building of our
present beautiful church in 1980.

Our daughter Ann was married
there in October, 1980.

In May, 1982, my husband for
32 years died. Monsignor Danaher
suggested that his body be laid out
in church because he felt the
funeral home would not be able to
accommodate the crowd who
would be attending. And he was
right. The church was overflowing
with friends and relatives at both
the Rosary and the Funeral Mass.

The Lord has blessed me with
eight wonderful children who are
all professionals. Denise has
worked for the telephone company
for almost 30 years and will be
retiring soon..... Michael is in
management at Bell South..... Ann
is a health educator and has her
own business, “Health
Designs”.....James is a nurse.....
Amy is a teacher.....Thomas works
in a local hospital assisting in the
operating room..... Kevin is a
physical therapist with his own
business.... and Mark is a speech
therapist and owns a business also.

In addition to my children, I
have 11 beautiful grandchildren
and three lovely great
grandchildren.

Although I sold my home in
Arlington and no longer live in
Christ the King Parish, I still attend
Mass there and am still a
parishioner.

Thomas Baptism with Father Larkin in 1961

Doris Family 1979: Standing: Ann, Thomas, James, Michael,
Mark, Kevin, & Amy; Seated: Joseph, Rosetta and Denise
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by George James
adapted by Carol-Ann Black

ACT has been a mission of Christ the King for several months. Our
focus is to work with other churches in the Arlington area for the better-
ment of Arlington and its surroundings, and to
work for the betterment of Christ the
King parish and school. In the autumn
a team of interviewers visited with
nearly a hundred households of the
parish, as did the other churches
involved with ACT. The most pressing
concerns discerned in this process fall into three
categories: Crime, which includes drugs, prostitution and theft;
Appearance, which includes litter, grocery carts, and deterioration of
buildings and grounds in empty strip malls and businesses; and Youth
Activities, which includes truancy and recreational activities for the youth
in the area.

Representatives from the ten-or-so churches have met numerous
times since August. Over time we have broken into three groups to deal
with our “favorite” problems. Christ the King has consistently attended

the meetings of all three areas of interest—
Crime, Appearance, and Youth Activities.
Up to this point we have had one very
interesting and productive meeting
with the Sheriff and his department.
They are very aware of the specific
problems of the Arlington area and are
open to input from the community.

Those active in the realm of “Appearance”
have spent considerable time and effort to identify and document areas of
ugliness by photographing everything from rubble strewn yards, derelict
vehicles, buildings in disrepair, etc. On February 23 ACT will meet with
city officials at Arlington
Methodist Church, where we
will present our findings and
seek their input for solutions.
It is exceedingly important
that this meeting be well
attended. We really want to
grab city attention.

Other ways for us to get
involved in improving the
atmosphere in our community
is to make use of existing
agencies.  ShAdCo (Sheriff’s
Advisory Committee) meets
the second Thursday of every
month at the Blue Cypress
Club House. They are recep-
tive to input from the public
and have been an effective
vehicle in the past. CPAC
(Community Political Action
Committee) meets every second Tuesday in the Regency Library and
addresses the concerns of the citizens of Arlington other than crime. Old
Arlington Inc. meets the third Thursday of every month in room 113 of
the Gooding Building at JU and addresses appearance and preservation
issues.

As an individual on a daily basis you can make a difference.  First of
all, report what you see.  If it is a crime, call the police, or go to the sher-
iff’s meeting on Thursday and discuss it. If it’s litter, an abandoned car, a
trashy yard or an illegally parked commercial vehicle, call 630-CITY (this
one can be quite magical, but it is RE-active, you must call). Most impor-
tantly, attend the meeting on February 23. Be sure to bring FRANK—
Friends, Relatives, Associates, Neighbors, and Kids. 

Remember, our community will only be as nice as we care for it to be.
It IS a matter of Stewardship to involve yourself and family in efforts to
improve Arlington—where we live and worship and play and learn.

. . . ways to get
involved . . .

Remember, our
community will only

be as nice as we
care for it to be

at the next meeting bring:

FRIENDS
RRELATIVES

ASSOCIATES

NEIGHBORS

KIDS

WHYARE WE HERE?
ACT, FEBRUARY 3

There are several other civic organizations operating in Arlington at
this time.  Some have similar aims as ACT; all strive to improve our com-
munity.  ACT is unique, however, because of its outspoken commitment
to God and Jesus Christ, and concern for God’s creation — our families,
our homes, our environment at all levels.  At this meeting we enjoyed
Gathering and Praise Music, offered by the choir of Community Baptist
Church, and we prayed for God’s guidance in our efforts.  Dr. Ken
Minton of Arlington United Methodist Church said it perfectly,  when he
used the word CHURCH to explain why we had gathered for this meet-
ing of ACT.

We are

C—Called to Community

H—Honor God by Honoring
our neighbors

U—Unite to offer our talent, 
treasure &time for our community

R—Redeem & Reclaim & Revitalize
our community

C—Celebrate the presence and power of God

H—Hear what we can DO—
not think or consider— Do

by Willie Blaquiere

If walls could talk and floors could sing, there would be a joyous
sound coming from the Music Room. Thanks to the Christ the King
Council of Catholic Women (CKCCW) and partners, the Music Room has
a new look. The walls received a fresh coat of paint in soft beige. The
soiled and worn carpet needed to go where old carpets go. Pleasant, soft
green tile  replaced the carpet. New ceiling tiles completed the overhaul.
The room was now ready for that little extra touch. Large wooden music
notes decorate the panels on the inside wall.

All of the work was completed over the Christmas holidays. There
was no interruption in room service. Mike Klima was a major worker and
also acted as supervisor. He had a work force of Patrice Pruitt and sever-
al teens working for service hours.

Choir members and students using the room are delighted in the
change. One of the first comments was that the room no longer has a
musty, dirty odor. There are minor improvements to come such as protec-
tors on the chair legs and window blinds. Bernie Sans and everyone who
uses this room send a great big thanks to CKCCW, Mike Klima, the teens,
and Patrice Pruitt. The room is now a kinder, gentler place to be.

M u s i c  R o o m
R e d e c o r a t e d

AA CC TTAA CC TT
A R L I N G T O N
C H U R C H E S
T O G E T H E R
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Interview with Mark Brunell
by Eric Mathis

Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback
Mark Allen Brunell grew up in
Santa Maria, California, and
graduated from St. Joseph High
School, a Catholic school, in 1988.
His father was the athletic director,
a coach and a teacher there.

Brunell was born September
17, 1970. He is 33 years old and

grew up with one brother, Matt,
who is four years younger.

Brunell played football,
baseball and basketball in high
school and maintained a 3.92 grade
point average. He was the starting
quarterback for three years and led
the St. Joseph Knights football
team to a 20-7 record in his last two
years there.

He went on to star as the
quarterback at the University of
Washington, where he majored in
History and graduated in 1992.

The Atlanta Braves drafted
Brunell after his junior year in
Washington, although he did not
play baseball in college. The
Braves offered him a signing bonus
of under $10,000, but he turned it
down.

He was drafted by the Green
Bay Packers and was traded to
Jacksonville on April 21, 1995.
Until this past season, he had been
the Jaguars’ starting quarterback
since taking over the spot during
the team’s first season in 1995.

Brunell and his wife, Stacy
Brunell, have four children. They
have a daughter, who is eleven, and
three sons, who are eight, five and
two years old.

He is very religious and a
founder and a leader of a
charismatic Christian church called
Southpoint Community Church.
The church started as a Bible study
group at his home in 1996.

Brunell spent about 30 minutes
after practice recently with Bishop
Kenny sophomore Eric Mathis to
talk about faith.  Eric is a graduate
of Christ the King Catholic School.
This was their conversation.

Q. How was religion
introduced to you?

A. I was baptized as a baby. I
grew up going to church. I grew up

going to a Lutheran church. My
friend’s father was a Lutheran
pastor. We became friends at age
nine or ten. In high school we
started going to a Baptist church. I
was active in youth groups.

Q. How has your faith helped
you growing up?

A. I grew up in a Christian
home. I knew the difference
between right and wrong. There
were boundaries in my home. If I
got outside those boundaries, there
were consequences, like being
grounded or spanked. There were
moments. My parents taught me
how to be a Christian.

Q. How did your faith
influence your decision to play
college football?

A. I love football. I played
baseball and basketball, but I had a
passion for football. I believe that
God’s plan for my life included
football. While it was fun, it was
something God put into me, a
hunger. It’s something God puts
into people, the desire to do
something. I think God has his
hands in all of those decisions.

Q. How has your faith helped
you while playing in the pros?

A. My faith is the most
important thing in my life. As
important as football is, it is fourth
or fifth, not that my coach or owner
would like to hear it. My priorities

are faith, marriage and children,
friends, the church and being part
of the community. My faith has
given me perspective, so when I
have those bad days, when I throw
that interception, and when I have
good days, I know what’s most
important - my relationship with
Jesus.

Q. If you had never been
introduced to any religion, what
do you think your life would have
been like?

A. If I had never been saved, all
I would have gained would have
been lost. Who cares? Outside of
Christ, it doesn’t really matter. I’m
so thankful that Jesus died for me
and He gave me the opportunity to
believe in him.

Q. What advice do you have
for teenagers?

A. I could tell you a million
things: Work hard, listen to your
parents; do your best. Most of all, I
would encourage all students and
teenagers to understand that God
has a plan for your life. That’s
where I get my perspective. That, to
me, is what life is all about. Do
your best. Don’t give up. 

Q. Do you believe that
teenagers pray everyday?

A. They do when they’re in
trouble. If everyone just knew how
much He was listening, they would
pray more. He’ll answer them.

Christ the King Child Care News

Christ the King Child Care
was featured on First Coast News
for the Day Care Report Card,
December 9, 2003. They scored
an A+ (98)*. Thanks to all the
staff at the day care for doing such
a GREAT job.

* The facility was inspected
8/15/2003 and the following
items were found in non-
compliance:

The facility did not have a
copy of a Student Health
Examination or equivalent form
for one child.

One immunization record was
expired out of approximately 71
reviewed.

by Theresa Little

Well, we have started off the
year with quite a bang, and we’ve
been having lots of fun. For
Halloween, we took children out
trick or treating at Merrill Lynch.
We really enjoyed ourselves and
the kids came back loaded down
with candy. Both parents and kids
had a great time. We can’t wait to
go again next year!!!

During Thanksgiving we had
our traditional feast. The children
dressed as Pilgrims and Indians and
they really enjoyed themselves.

The big thrill came in December
with our annual Christmas Program.
Our children sang and danced and
entertained a gym filled with
excited parents, grandparents,
aunts, uncles ... We also were very
happy that some of the children
from Christ the King School were

able to attend. Everyone had a great
time; after the program we had our
parties and was that fun. Of course,
Christmas would not be complete
without a visit from Jolly Old St.
Nick, and I do mean Santa Claus.
The children were so excited to see
him for their special visit.

With the arrival of 2004, we at
Christ the King Childcare are
looking forward to another great
year of learning and fun.

Congratulations
Christ the King

Childcare
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by Frank Becht

Nicolas and Rosa Debs,
married in 1919, came to the
United States from Ghazir ,
Lebanon in 1920. Nicolas was a
teacher until they came to the
United States. In 1921 Nicolas and
Rosa opened a grocery store, Debs
Store, on Florida Avenue, which is
still in operation today. They
operated a grocery and variety store
on the first floor; the family lived
on the second floor. There they
reared a family of five children:
Sylvia, Mae, Nellie, Nick and
Eugene. The family finally outgrew
the apartment so it moved to a large
two- story house on First Street in
the Springfield area in 1940.
Nicolas and Rosa spoke Arabic and
French having attended Jesuit
schools in Lebanon. They learned
English rapidly.

In those early days, the whole
family worked in the store, after
school, and on the weekends. It was
truly a family enterprise.

Nick and Julia Debs’ Family

Son Nick Debs grew up in the
grocery store while attending
school at Immaculate Conception
from kindergarten through the 12th

grade. He attended the University
of Florida for one year but was
forced to return home to run the
grocery store when his father
became ill in 1948, only partially
recovering.  His father passed away
in 1966. 

Nick met Julia Murphy at the
Jacksonville Catholic Club, a city-
wide singles club. Nick was
president of the club from 1950-51.
They were married on June 12,
1954, at St. Paul’s Riverside.

Julia Murphy, the fourth child
of six, was the daughter of James
and Florence Murphy. Her parents
who had met and married in
Louisville, Kentucky while her
father was in the US Army during
World War I. They moved to
Jacksonville after discharge from
the service and he  operated his
own independent insurance claim
service. Julia attended St. Paul’s
Riverside from kindergarten
through high school after which she
attended Jones Business College
for two years. She worked for
Southern Bell Telephone Company
for nine years but retired when her
first child was born.

Nick and Julia moved from
their original apartment in
Springfield to their present home in
Arlington. There they have raised a
beautiful family of eight children:
Joe and his wife, Paulette, live in
Jacksonville and have one child;
Ann Marie, and her husband, Neil,
live in St. Augustine and have one
child; Denise and her husband, Ed, live
in Callahan with their two children;
Nancy lives in St. Mary’s, Georgia with
her husband, Rick; Diane and her
husband, Todd live inJacksonville with

their two
children; David
live in Jacksonville;
Tricia with her
husband, Seth,
lives in Atlanta;
Georgia, with
one child and
Tom lives in
Jacksonville. All
graduated from
Christ the King
School and
Bishop Kenny
High School.

Nick has
been an active

member of Christ the King, in spite
of his responsibilities to operate the
family grocery store which has
supported the whole Debs family
for many years. In those early
years, there was much pressure on
Nick to support ailing parents and
his own growing family. From the
beginning of the parish he was very
active in Christ the King; he did
fund raising drives, was a member
of The Holy Name Society, has
been a Eucharistic minister for
years, a sacristan and currently is
the sacristan coordinator. As a
young man in high school, he
served as a volunteer lifeguard at
Jacksonville Beach.

Julia has
also been active
in Christ the
King in spite of
caring for a
large family.
She has been a
member of
Circle One from
its inception;
she has been
President of the
CKCCW for
two years, a Girl
Scout Leader

and a Boy Scout Den Mother. In
addition she has been very involved
in school activities, worked the
bazaars and many other fund-
raising activities. For years she has
been a volunteer for the Cancer
Society at St. Vincent’s Hospital.

Both Nick and Julia are original
members of Renew and have
continued in Faith Sharing groups,
currently as facilitators.

Sylvia Debs and John Fowler
Family

Sylvia, the oldest child of
Nicolas and Rosa Debs, attended
Immaculate Conception School
from kindergarten through high
school. She worked at Purcells
Specialty Dress Shop following
school and married John Fowler at
Immaculate Conception in July
1948 They moved to the Glynlea
area in 1953 where they currently
live. She attended Assumption
Church prior to the founding of
Christ the King.

Sylvia and John have four great
children: John and his wife Mary
live in Orange Park and have three
children; Lynn and her husband
Rick live in Jacksonville and have
three children; Richard and his wife

Melody live in Jacksonville with
their two children and Robert lives
in Jacksonville with his wife Susan.
All of the children graduated from
Christ the King; John and Lynn
graduated from Bishop Kenny and
Richard and Robert graduated from
Sandalwood.

Sylvia was an extremely
devoted, hard worker for Christ the
King School. She has been a
member of Circle Four since 1963.
She was very involved in school
activities. In 1970, she helped in
the library as a volunteer. In 1971,
she went to work in the school
cafeteria, where she stayed for 25
years, 11 of those years as manager.

She retired in 1996 but continues as
a volunteer. 

Her husband John Fowler is a
World War II veteran having served
in the U.S. Army Air Force flying
many missions over Europe. He
also performed in many Christ the
King variety shows in the early
1970’s. He was working in retail
sales when he passed away in 1992.

Mae and Nellie Debs
Both sisters attended

Immaculate Conception
from kindergarten
through high school.

Mae and Nellie have
remained single. Mae
worked for the
Jacksonville Public
Library from which she
retired. After retirement
from the City, she
worked at FCCJ in the
library for 10 years. She
volunteered at Christ the
King library for several

years. Nellie worked for the
Federal Reserve Bank and later the
Peninsular Life Insurance
Company. She volunteered at the
Christ the King cafeteria for years
along with her sister, Sylvia.

The family consisting of Rosa
Debs, Mae, Nellie, and Eugene moved
from Springfield  in 1973 to their current
home in the Holiday Hill area.

Eugene Debs

A f t e r
attending school
at Immaculate
Conception and
S t . P a u l ’ s
Riverside, Gene
attended the
University of
Florida for a
short while, but
left to join the
United States

Marine Corps where he spent three
years. He then returned to the
University of Florida for a short
while. In 1956 he joined his
brother, Nick, at Debs Store where
they work as partners.

Eugene has remained a faithful
member of Immaculate Conception
where he serves as an usher. Like
Nick, he also served as a volunteer
lifeguard at Jacksonville Beach.

Debs family contribution

The Debs family have
contributed much to our country,
the business community of the City
of Jacksonville, and the community
of Christ the King. We thank you!

THE DEBS FAMILY
Gem

Standing: Ann Marie, Tom, Nancy, Denise, David and Tricia
Foreground: Diane, Nick, Julie and Joe

Robert, Lynn, Sylvia, Johnny and Richard

Mae, Gene and Nellie
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History of the
Advent Tree

Information submitted by Trudy
Cameron

The Advent Tree Program tra-
dition isn’t very old. It began about
1984 when Pat Setser told her
Renew Group about the “Giving
Tree” her parish in Ohio had at
Christmas to provide presents to
the poor.

Everyone thought it was a won-
derful idea and it wasn’t long
before the Saint Vincent de Paul
Society took on the project. It
quickly became known as the
Christ the King Advent Tree with
Vincentians with Don and Linda
Podany, in charge. So the tradition
began.

In 1990 the Advent Tree
Program was ceded over to St.
Bernadette Circle with Margie
Stiles and Fran Brugnolotti as co-
chairs. As both ladies were working

full time, they enlisted the help of
Trudy Cameron. Since 1991, Trudy
has been in charge of the project
with the help of many elves from
all walks of life within the church.

Giving to those in need was still
their aim. Lists of people in need
were made, ornaments of different
color and shapes helped  let the
elves know where the gifts were to
go (see list of groups below). 

This year we had 1,370 names
on the trees and every tag was
taken. The tradition lives on!
Names come from 13 different
groups: Mental Health Assn;
Harbor House; Oakwood Villas
(needy children); Boys Home;
Silver Creek Apartments (needy
children); All Saints Nursing
Home; 1st Coast Health and Rehab
Nursing Home; Foreign Seafarers;
Department of Children and
Families; Catholic Charities; Saint
Gerard’s Campus; Children’s
Home Society; Angel Air.

The Advent Tree Program is
arguably one of the most “warm
and fuzzy” activities held at Christ
the King . . . and it feels soooo
good!

Recount His deeds.... 

Seventh Grade News
This January the 7th grade has

been learning about the Constitution.
To further our studies, the leading
member of the Duval Republican
Party, Mrs. Loving, arranged for
our students to vote at the
Supervisor of Elections Office.
There, John Stafford introduced
himself and reviewed the require-
ments to vote in our country. In

addition to this field trip, the 7th

grade luckily received a member
from the Republican and Democratic
Party as speakers in their class-
room. Each political party itemized
their beliefs, sometimes heatedly.
Real life experiences such as these
leave an indelible impression on
the students.

Christ the King Hosts
A.I.M. Dance

by Barbara Hanuscin

Once again, on November 13,
2003, Christ the King was host for
the A.I.M. (Arlington
Interdenominational Ministries)
dance for the group homes of the
Arlington area. The Society of
Saint Vincent de Paul and Parish
Nurse Ministry were the sponsors.

The attendance, at what has
become an annual event, was close
to 100, which included both clients
and volunteers. The CK dance in
November has become one of the
most widely attended of the A.I.M.
functions for the group home resi-
dents of the area.

I am beginning to lose count of
the number of times that our disc
jockey, Steve Brown (“The Music
Man”), has donated his services for
this event. I do believe that this is
the third year for Steve. He said
that he would not miss a chance to
do this for anything. The clients of
the group homes definitely look
forward to Steve as disc jockey. (If
you need a great D.J., his number is
262-7538. Tell him that we recom-
mend him highly.)

Browsing through the photos of
the event, you might recognize
some of our own parishioners from
Harbour House (Viva, James,
Robert, etc), SVdP and PNM
(Chris Bowdin, Stu Pierce, Emelia
Hubbart, and Barbara Hanuscin)
and also some of our younger
parishioners (Hillary Bowdin and
friends) who are learning the pleas-
ure of service. Notice all the smiles
on everyone’s faces. The only one
missing is yours! Perhaps you will
join us at the next one in November
2004. Watch the bulletin for further
information in the fall.

RCIA Christmas Party

by Darlene O’Neal

December 16th was a fun night
for the RCIA group. It was the
annual Christmas party. The crowd
was not as large as in the previous
year due to a smaller class size, but
the spirit of the group was great.
The Shirley David Hall was the set-
ting for the festivities, with bright-
ly colored tablecloths and decora-
tions. 

Christmas music played in the
background as everyone sipped hot
apple cider and had a good time.
There was plenty of food to enjoy
and, as usual, there was plenty of
food to take home. 

A highlight of the party was a
surprise visit of one of Santa's

elves, a.k.a. Tina Porter. Father
Thanh popped in on his way to
another commitment and promised
to come back for dessert, which he
did. Father Roe was able to spend
the evening and seemed to enjoy
every minute of it. He went home
with a basket of fruit from Jo
Thomas' tree in one hand and a
stuffed moose under the other arm!
The moose was one of the door
prizes that were given out during
the evening. Father Neil joined us
after he finished the 7:00 PM Mass
and he also had a winning number
for a prize. 

We are so fortunate to have
these three priests with us at Christ
the King Church. Other special
guests were Judy Koziolek and
Wanda and Al Martin.
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by Taylor Miller

Through all of the practice, all
the work, all the tiring workouts,
the runner steps slowly to the start-
ing line.  Beside him stand young
men he does not know.  Behind him
stand the rest of his team.  For
months he has gone
through the pain, the
tears of defeat, the
scars of loss, but also
the gleam of victory,
the countenance of
glory, and the shine of
success.  He stands at
the line looking at the
path ahead of him
almost as if it were his
own life.  Before him
may lie drops and hills
and valleys and many
obstacles, but the run-
ner must take it all and
persist in his journey.  He leans for-
ward as the whistle sounds, he
seizes this second . . . then he is
gone with the sound of a gunshot to
make the start.  This was his race
and it was his to claim, his to cap-
ture, his to conquer.

The runner is just one of many.
He has encountered the joy of vic-
tory, the thrill of success, but he has
also experienced the pain of defeat.
He is easily named an athlete.  A
true sportsman who brings himself
to the starting line even after he has
suffered pain, loss, and tears, but he
starts with a fresh conscience, a
positive outlook for his race.  At the
end he takes nothing away from
this course but pride, glory, and
confidence; confidence that lets
him know he will succeed again.
He will conquer; he will leave his
mark.  What better model could
you find to symbolize Bishop
Kenny?

What is the athlete’s sport?  It is
Cross Country.  For those of you
who do not already know, Cross
Country is the long distance,

endurance field of running.  Unlike
track, a runner must pace himself
so that he will last for a run that can
be miles and miles long.  Most
competitions are over three miles,
but some work out runs can be as
long as eight to ten miles.  It is
probably the purest sport Bishop

Kenny offers and has
the tightest and clos-
est group of athletes.
Not only do the run-
ners make lasting
friendships, the ath-
letes GPA’s are easi-
ly the highest of any
sport at Kenny.

Midway through
a century is where
Bishop Kenny
stands.  In this time,
Kenny has won local
to statewide renown

and glory.  Both aca-
demically and athletically, Bishop
Kenny has a title that is yet
undimmed.  This bright shining
light is the light of success.  For 52
years Bishop Kenny has seen first-
hand what victory is and how it
feels.  Of course victory does not
come easily.  Rather, endurance and
pain play a huge role in making this
success.  Another huge component
of success comes from the coach-
ing.  Since success also comes from
the coaches, there is an easily
explainable reason why Bishop
Kenny stays at the top.  Our team is
led by three good men I am hon-
ored to name: Coach Brian Devine,
Coach Chris Little, and Coach Seth
Gurgel.  Coach Devine has finished
his second year of coaching cross
country.  He is not only the coach
of cross country, but also the coach
of track, an English teacher, head of
the English department at Bishop
Kenny, and head of Campus
Ministry.  Coach Little has com-
pleted his fifth year of coaching
cross country and is getting started
for the soccer season.  He is the

head coach of boy’s soccer and an
anatomy teacher.  Coach Gurgel
has concluded his second year of
coaching the cross country team
and shall rejoin Coach Devine for

track later on in the year.  With the
help of our coaches and sponsors
Bishop Kenny has risen to the top
again.

Our varsity and junior varsity
have come out on top across the
state.  With a perfect score in our
Junior Varsity Championships and
an almost perfect score for our var-
sity, we left every runner, every
school, and every spectator in awe.

In both races we had first place run-
ners.  Chris Mullaney, a junior,
came in first at our championship
race followed by the other seven
varsity runners whose places were
second, third, fourth, sixth, sev-
enth, and eighth.  Chris’ perform-
ance next year will certainly be
incredible.  In our junior varsity
race Luke Russell, a sophomore,
came in first and the next four plac-
ers were Bishop Kenny runners,
earning Kenny a perfect score of
15.  Luke and the other top runners
certainly have a promising future.
With the runners Kenny has in store
we will prevail next year again.
Kenny will not fail.

This season has come to a
screeching halt; however, Bishop
Kenny led the pack the whole way.
We came out on top and persist on
our journey.  Our quest will never
end and our success will continue
each year.  This year we claimed
the title champions for the sixth
year.  Good as that may be we can-

not concentrate on this victory for-
ever; we must look ahead.  Look
into next year and how we will per-
form.  This season we left our mark
on every course we stepped foot on.
We must focus on how we will con-
tinue to leave our name imprinted
on every field.  We must continue
to leave our name on the map.  We
will continue to succeed.  We will
not fail.

A Permanent Mark

by Lucille Guzzone

On Wednesday evening,
October 29, 2004, the children of
the Religious Education School,
grades 1-4, celebrated Halloween
with a costume, covered dish, and a
question and answer get-together.
The children wore costumes with
scary, sweet, and spiritual themes;
the teachers and the parents sup-
plied the refreshments, and Father
Roe answered the questions. Father
was interrogated about everything
from.”What would you do if you
were God?” “How is the Pope
elected?” and “What makes storms
in the Pacific Ocean?” Father was a
bit stumped by that last one!

Religious Education
Celebrates
Halloween

Religious Education Holds Its
First Christmas Songfest

by Lucille Guzzone

Each year the religious educa-
tion school presents some kind of
Christmas celebration for the chil-
dren and their families. In years
past, it was a little gift exchange
with cookies and soft drinks in the
Parish Hall or a small group of
plays acted out by the children. The
presentations were fun for the chil-
dren, but due to such a limited time
to practice, they usually turned out
to be rather sketchy in places. So,
this year the staff decided that the
singing of Christmas carols and
other seasonal songs would be
much more appropriate. And so it
was done. With costumes hastily
put together by teachers and moms,

the children were much more com-
fortable singing for their families.
Rebecca and Philip Militante from
the LIFE TEEN music group were
gracious enough to lend a helping
hand by providing the accompani-
ment for the children, and Monica
Lapierre and Edward Lattimer
treated the people to a duet of
“Silent Night” on their violins.
Even though it was a very cold
night causing the audience to be
rather small, those who attended
seemed to enjoy the program.
Thanks go out to our first, second,
third and fourth graders who sang
so joyously, and to their teachers,
Mrs. Garland, Mrs. Sharp, Mrs.
Wheeler, and Mrs. Hill and Mr.
Manns who prepared them so well.
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An Interview With Former Mayor John Delaney
by Eric Mathis

Former Jacksonville Mayor
John Delaney became the president
of the University of North Florida
this year.

He graduated from the
University of Florida and started
his law career at the State
Attorney’s Office after receiving
his law degree in 1981. He became
city general counsel in 1991 and
was chief of staff from 1992 to
1994.

Delaney was elected mayor in
1995 and again in 1999. He served
two terms, the limit allowed under
state law. 

Q. How did your family and
faith help you when you were
growing up, especially in high
school?

A. Growing up, especially in
the teen years, is not easy. That’s
why we grow up - to transition into
someone more worldly. High
school is especially difficult,
because the natural course of the
young is to challenge values, and to
sneak up on temptation. The easiest
way to stay out of trouble is to keep
a distance from temptation. That’s
why the ever so short Lord’s Prayer
asks God to “keep us from
temptation.” That isn’t easy to do

for people of any age. So my
family, and my mother by using
religious faith, tried to instill values
that would endure the challenges of
growing up and the temptations of
the world. The values are thousands
of years old, and have worked to
help billions of people of the
Judeo-Christian lineage. My Mom
always stressed that God set up
some aspirational values, and we
will always fall short at some time.
That is the cornerstone of our
Christian faith: God will forgive us.
Just try to live His values.

Q. How did your faith help
you during your elections and
while in office?

A. Most people who have run
for higher office will tell you how
personally challenging an election
can be. You are emotionally,
intellectually and physically
drained. I have always found a
peace of the soul in my faith, and I
privately turned to God for such
peace and relaxation, asking Him to
restore my soul. The 23rd Psalm
has always been particularly
soothing during times of stress. I
prayed especially hard over the
decision to run for Mayor in 1995.
I struggled for several months.
Finally, a peace came over me
during prayer and I felt what many
Baptists refer to as  “being called”
or by saying “God spoke to me.”
My mind was made up, and a calm
came over the decision. Now I later
wondered if I really had been so
“called” during the campaign,
wondered if I was simply
imagining the direction. So I
continually tried to turn to prayer
for comfort. It worked. 

Q. How did your faith
influence your decision to run a
state college in Florida?

A. I have long felt a fulfillment
in public service. It seems a way to
give to others, which is another

piece of Christian faith. Working at
a university where we try to add to
the world’s knowledge and to pass
it on to others is fulfilling.

Q. What have been some of
the more enjoyable benefits of
moving into private life?

A. This is a fun place, and
something different for me to learn
every day. 

Q. What would you like to
share about your family and
personal life?

A. I have four children (Bill,
22; Adrian, 20; Meg, 14; and
Jimmy, 7) and have been married
for nearly 24 years to Gena. We
married when I was in law school.
She was born Catholic, and
although my Dad is Catholic, my
Mom raised us in either the
Presbyterian or Methodist
churches. When I began to take our
kids to CCD, I took the Catholic
conversion classes, completing
them in 1985. I love to go
whitewater rafting, and go once or
twice a year with some friends. We
just spent a week in the Grand
Canyon in June on the Colorado
River after hiking 11 miles down to
the river.

Mary, Mother of All
by Timmy V (5b)

We think December twenty-five
Is when Lord Jesus came alive.
Sometimes, either happy or sad,
He needs more than just a dad.

To take care of him night and day,
He needs a special mom to say,

“My dearest son, you mother sends
A joyous love that never ends.”

But Mary couldn’t do it alone
Or Jesus never would have grown.
Joseph of Bethlehem, her spouse,
Really helped around the house.

Mary is our mother, too.
She always prays for me and you.

Even if we go astray,
She’ll be there to guide our way.

by Mimi Adams

Christ the King Parish was the
host parish for two wonderful
events that brought the mission of
L’Arche Harbor House to the
Jacksonville Community.

L’Arche Harbor House, a
family oriented, faith-based
community, is home for adults
living with developmental and
physical challenges. The adults,
who share their lives with live-in
assistants, from various cultures,
are referred to as “core” members,
as they are the center and heart of
the Harbor House Community.

“The 16th Annual Living
Nativity” presented by the core
members was held on December
12th followed by a social gathering.
This very special presentation was
Harbor House’s gift to the
Jacksonville community during the
holiday season.

The second great event was the
12th Annual Silent Auction... “An
Evening of Peace” that was held in
November was once again
orchestrated by the Auxiliary

Committee of Harbor House. The
center at Christ the King came alive
with many past and new supporters
who came out to enjoy bidding on
the unique variety of beautiful all
occasion gift baskets; enjoy the
delectable buffet generously
donated bu European Street Café
and delight in the company of Mary
Baer of WJXT-TV who hosted the
event.

Also featured was an array of
special items created by those who
attend the “L’Arche Rainbow Day
Workshop” who enjoyed using
their personal touch to craft items
for the auction.

All the proceeds from the
auction go to benefit the L’Arche
community, where each person
develops his or her potential and
experiences a true sense of
belonging and personal value.

L’Arche Harbor House extends
its deepest gratitude and heartfelt
thanks to Christ the King Parish for
once again opening the doors wide
and being a true friend to our
community.

LL’’AArrcchhee     HHaarrbboorr     HHoouussee     NNeewwss
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C o n f i r
Dear Father Thanh,

We are now about to take or should

say we are about to receive the sacra-

ment of Confirmation. As I know receiv-

ing this wonderful sacrament through

the Holy Spirit is a gift I am ready to

take. We have prepared mainly all year

for this sacrament and I feel this is an

honor. Your homily directly showed the

point of view from your eyes of what

Confirmation is. I believe you expressed

and explained it just the way the Holy

Spirit wanted you to.

Sincerely,

Judith C  ☺

Dear Father Thanh,
I understand what you mean about

Confirmation. Do you mean this? that
Confirmation has a symbol the symbol is a
flame the flame represents light and light rep-
resents Christ represents warmth represents
grace. That is what I think you said!
Sincerely,
Jasmine

Dear Father Thanh,
I understand what Confirmationis about and would like to be con-firmed.
Confirmation is one of the sevensacraments essential to ourCatholic faith. During confirmationwe receive the Holy Spirit. Onesymbol of the Holy Spirit is fire. Itrepresents warmth and light and asyou said in your homily “It canchange something forever.”Just as the Holy Spirit enteredthe disciples on Pentecost, he willenter each of us at Confirmationand we will each receive the gifts.

Brittany L ☺

CONFIRMATION
Confirmation is to con-

firm that you will be a
good Catholic. Last
February my sister was a
confirmande. She goes to
BK now. The fire of the
Holy Spirit should warm
our our hearts because
every day we say a prayer
whether it is for lunch,
leaving, or starting the day.
Right now it is very cold
outside and the fire of the
Holy Spirit is keeping me
warm! I can’t wait until I
can do Confirmation.
Kallie L

Dear Father Thanh,
I have learned many things about the sacrament of

Confirmation. The eighth graders recently received the
sacrament and gained the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Being confirmed marks that we are permanently God’s
special possession. Through Confirmation the Holy
Spirit comes to us more fully. This sacrament also
strengthens and deepens our baptismal gifts.

The apostles received the power of the Holy Spirit
on Pentecost, and the Spirit came to them as tongues of
flame that rested on each person’s head. As we obtain
this sacrament we can share our faith with others. the
Spirit helps us to be more like Christ. The Spirit also
helps us to be willing to suffer for God the Father and
his Church. By spreading our faith we are helping more
people to become closer to God and his kingdom.
Sincerely, Ann G

Dear Father Thanh,
Confirmation is a time of joy. This is a

sacrament of initiation. The Holy Spirit
empowers you during this time. The symbol
for this sacrament is fire. Confirmation
makes you more like Jesus. A definition of
this is:  a sacrament in which a baptized
christian receives a special outpouring of the
Holy Spirit through the prayers, the imposi-
tion of hands. The anointing with chrism by
a bishop or his delegate.
Sincerely,
Jon Paul  ☺

Dear Father Thanh,
Confirmation is one of the seven sacraments. It is a

renewal of baptism. One symbol of the sacrament of
Confirmation is a tongue of fire. The apostles received the
Holy Spirit on the feast of Pentecost. Another symbol of
Confirmation is wind. The Confirmation robes have red
for the Holy Spirit / fire. The White stands for purity and
wind. I can’t wait until I receive my Confirmation. I want
to be pure of heart.
Love,
Costi S.  ☺

Dear Father Thanh,
This past Saturday the eighth grade

received the sacrament of Confirmation.
They renewed the vows their parents
made for them at Baptism. They now
have a more enriched life with the Holy
Spirit.

A symbol of the Holy Spirit is fire.
Fire can destroy, but the generation after
it, if given a chance, can grow to be more
beautiful and pure than the last. Fire
changes everything it touches, casting it
from shadow into a new light. It turns
something dirty and ugly into something
bright and pure and beautiful.

The Lord’s apostles were like a log
before it burns. Then they felt a wind
blow and they were holy. We can all
strive to be like a burning log.
Sincerely,
Christina C ☺

Dear Father Thanh,
I have heard that story before

but I like it! Confirmation will
probably be fun for me. Do you
think so? The eight graders use to
get slapped so they  wouldn't for-
get that day. Did you like it when
you made your confirmation? Do
you think I might be a priest?
maybe a Bishop?
Love, Peter H

Dear Father Thanh,
Thank you talking to us aboot
Confirmation and the Holy Spirit. I
learned that when you go to
Confirmation, God cleans your heart and
soul. Fire is warmth and you need the
light of the world. Jesus sent the hoLy
Spirit to our hearts and gives us energy
and courage.
Your friend, erica B

Hellen
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m a t i o n

Dear Father Thanh,Confirmation is all about the Holy
Spirit. Fire is one of the symbols of
the Holy Spirit. It is a warm light
that changes forever. It consumes
and energizes you. At Pentecost
something like tongues of fire
came to rest on the head of each
one. The apostles were changed
people.
When we receive Confirmation we
will be changed people too. At
Confirmation, we will receive the
Holy Spirit and one of the Gifts of
the Holy Spirit.Sincerely,Victoria L

CONFIRMATION
Confirmation is young people receiving the

warmth of the Holy Spirit in their soul. The Lord
calls us like he called his disciples speak out of the
Lord. After Jesus had ascended into heaven he had
promised he would put the earth on fire and he did
with the fire of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit
came as the tongues of fire over their head. they
spoke all different languages.
Bobby Y

Dear Father Thanh,
The flame represents the Holy Spirit. The light represents Christ and

warmth represents grace. Confirmation is a Sacrament. the Bishop is
always there at Confirmation.
Sincerely,
Emily M

Dear Father Thanh,
Confirmation is one of the seven sacra-

ments. In the Bible it says the disciples were
locked in a room because they were afraid
that they would get hurt. But the Holy Spirit
came though like the wind. And the disciples
got a couple of gifts. And they are: knowl-
edge, wisdom, understanding, faith and
strength. Two days ago the eighth grade
received their first Confirmation. I’m happy
because my class is ready to receive our first
reconciliation.
Your friend,
Darby C

Dear Father Thanh,
When you went through the sacrament of

Confirmation, did you realize your batpismal gifts were
deepened and perfected?

When the bishop lays his hand on you, anoints you
with chrism, and says “(Name), be sealed with the gift of
the hOly Spirit.” you respond, “Amen.” Of course,
Confirmation makes you more like Jesus. This is some-
thing so important to the church and its followers because
you are only confirmed once because it marks you per-
manently as God’s special possession. Through this pow-
erful sacrament, the Holy Spirit empowers you to share
your faith with others. I know you’ve received this grand
sacrament because you share you’re faith and light and
also love with all of us all the time.
Sincerely, Sayhe L

Dear Father Thanh,
What I’ve learned about

Confirmation is that fire is a
sign. Some effects are that it
seals and strengthen’s one’s
baptismal call. It also can
strengthen one to serve oth-
ers and to share the faith
with them. A responsibility it
can develop is the ability to
lead others to Christ.
Another is that they can
grow in faith and witness
courageously to the gospel.
Sincerely,
Juliana B  

Dear Father Thanh,
Confirmation is a sacrament. Fire and

wind are some symbols of confirmation.
The apostles received a tongue of fire over
their heads and were consumed by the fire.
this is what I know about Confirmation. It
is also like baptism too. On the robes that
they wear, red is the Holy Spirit and being
consumed by the fire. The white is for puri-
ty. At confirmation, each person will have a
saint to follow. They also have a sponsor.
this is what happens at Confirmation.
Sincerely,
Leslie K  

Dear Father Thanh,
How have you been? I ask this

because of all the excitement with
the eighth graders. They have just
truly caught on fire. They will
spread through the world and
everything they touch will catch
fire. You know, of course, I’m
talking about the fire of God.

The Holy Spirit will carry us
through the world to deliver this
fire as if it were a telegram or e-
mail. If we could only pass the
fire on to one other person, and
they do the same... The whole
world could change. Telling one
simple person could change how
we eat, sleep, love, and live. Your
life with God in it will be heaven.
Love,
Ashley M  

Dear Father Thanh,
Thank you for talking to us about
Confirmation and the Holy Spirit. I learned
that the Holy Spirit has come to set the
world on fire and grow the goodness out of
it. Fire is giving us light, and we are called
to be the light of the world, and it makes us
wake up and be fresh. Jesus sent the Holy
Spirit to fill with excitement, energy and
courage.
Your friend,
Stephanie G

Dear Father Thanh,Today in your talk you talked about the eighthgraders getting confirmed in two weeks. Yes, we arereceiving one of the most important sacraments. Sincethe retreat, I believe that we have felt more confidentabout the confirmation. At first I was somewhatscared about being confirmed, but now I am notscared any more. So receiving the Holy Spirit’s fire, tome feels amazing. John baptizing all those 3,000 peo-ple that one day was amazing and that is how the realCatholic religion started.Sincerely,
Melissa M  
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... I’m writing about Lent.
Jesus’ journey led to Jerusalem and
death before he tasted the victory
of Resurrection. Each year we
recall his journey of sorrow during
the season of Lent. During Lent we
are on a journey, too, moving closer
toward our final destination. Our
Lenten journey has much in
common with a family excursion.
Fasting is also important during this
time ...

Therese 

Lent is a time of celebration. It is a time to rejoice in Jesus
resurrection. Also, to be grateful for His sacrifice on the cross.
Lent is a period of forty days beginning on Ash Wednesday and
ending with Easter.

“Lent comes from the Greek work Lenten, meaning
springtime. Springtime is a time of new life and renewal. We, as
Christians need to join in the spirit of the season and refresh our

souls in the light of Jesus’
resurrection

Steven 

Lent is forty days before Easter
that prepares us for the
resurrection of God. We fast to
make ourselves holy. One day we
may only eat bread and water. All
throughout Lent we are to give up
one of our pleasures or habits such
as biting your nails or giving up
candy throughout lunch. Every
Friday we give up meat and have
fish instead. This is in Thanksgiving
for the resurrection of Christ.

Nicholas

Lent starts with Ash
Wednesday. Ash Wednesday tells
us that, “We were born by dust and
we will die by dust.” We receive
ashes as a remembrance. Lent is the
preparation for Easter Sunday. One
way to prepare for Easter is to fast. I
will give up TV, computer, and
some of the foods I like.

Our family has a tradition of
fasting one meal a week and only
eating soup and bread. We always
go to the fish fry every Wednesday.
We also pray a decade of the rosary
every night too.

Tyler 

Lent is a time of Spring and Renewal. During
Lent you give up certain things in preparation of
something. During Ash Wednesday you tend to
give up meat or something, but not only does
giving things up bring us closer to God. It teaches
us to be committed to do something and maybe
even making it a habit.

Little children give things up like chips or food
or even drinks. You can also give up bullying your
siblings. Not only does that benefit your siblings
but it teaches us to be closer to God. You don’t
always have to give up foods or drinks, you can
always give up habits that are bad or things you
don’t really need. Even though I’m not Catholic, I
choose to take on the part of giving up something
for Lent. It could bring me closer to God, or even
prepare me for when I’m ready to commit myself
to God.

Tiffany 

Thank you for talking to us about Lent. I learned that poor people have
to eat rice 3 times a day, even if they don’t like rice. And they drink water
every single day of their lives. On Ash Wednesday you said when you put
the ashes on, Repent and believe in the Gospel. lf you are facing the dark
side we need to turn around and face God on the good side.

Kevin

Lent is a special season where we give up our stuff.
I’m giving up dessert for Lent because Lent is
almost here. And I’m going to try not to eat
dessert. But if I do, I know that I tried not to. But
then I’ll try again. But I know who makes you eat
the stuff that you don’t need to eat ... the devil

Tristan 

WWWWhhhhaaaatttt

LLLLeeeennnntttt    mmmmeeeeaaaannnnssss    

ttttoooo    mmmmeeee

What Lent means to me is the fasting of Jesus in
the desert. So for Lent, we should fast like Jesus,
but by giving up the things we like most. On Friday
we should fast from meat, but if you are young, you
don’t have to but we encourage you to.
We should also do the Stations of the Cross at
home and with your class. We should do this
because it reminds us how Jesus died for us and
came back to life. We should also pray and do extra
stuff for God like fasting and praying to Him.
Lent also means to me the death and resurrection
of Jesus. We should also prepare for Jesus’ coming.
This is what Lent means to me.

Alexander 

I think we should fast during Lent. We should pray the
rosary, and the Signs of the Cross.  God would give us
graces if you give up meat on Friday. God was tempted but
said no in the desert so we follow his footsteps and say no.
We should fast just to show God we love him.

God loved us so he fasted and prayed. You should go
to Mass every time you can. If you sin you should go to
confession if you can every week for Easter. Really we
should act like it is Lent every day. That is my reflection on
Father Thanh’s Lenten message.

Tyler  

Kaylee

Patrick

Paola
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During Lent I will walk in Jesus’
foot steps and I will be good. I am
praying for children around the world
and I will give money to the poor and
pray for moms and dads and dogs and
cats and I pray for all the animals, too.

During Lent I will fast and I give up
my snack for rice and I will give up
candy. I will give up sinning and I put
money in the rice bowl, too.

Brandon 

Donna

SSttttuuddeennttttsswwrrrriittttee    FFaaaatttthheerrrr    TThhaaaannhh    oooonn    wwhhaaaatttt    tttthheeyyyy    hhaaaavvee    lleeaaaarrrrnneedd    ffrrrroooomm    hhiissttttaaaallkk    oooonn    LLLLeenntttt

Dear Father Thanh,

You talked about Lent and how it lasts for forty
days; and how it’s about giving up favorites and
sacrificing them to God like he sacrificed His life for
us. And how you also give to the poor people.

Kara 

George

Dear Father. Thanh
You talked about Lent

coming up and for 40 days
I’m giving up vanilla. I’m
doing the rice bowl and our
class has one, too, in the
room. Pretzels remind us of
folded hands they were made by monks in Germany.
We fast in Lent and don’t eat meat. Jesus was in the

desert for 40 days and he fasted.
The cloth is purple around the

cross because it stands for
sadness. On Easter it changes into
a white cloth because of new life. 

Chris

Kelly

Rachel

Lent is a time for renewal. It means springtime. We should take more time out to
pray and be with God. We could maybe say a rosary on the way to school or spend an
extra half hour of adoration in the chapel. We should go to reconciliation to become
clean for Easter. We should also be adding money to our rice bowls for the poor. If you
have sixty cents to buy ice cream, you could add it instead of buying ice cream. Then it
will feed a poor person somewhere in the world.

Christina

Lent is a very important time of the
year. It is a journey. It’s a time to
prepare for the resurrection of Christ. If
it wasn’t for Jesus suffering the terrible
death He suffered, we wouldn’t be able
to go into heaven. Jesus loves us so
much that He was willing to suffer as
much as He did, just to forgive our sins.

Jessie

What do I know about Lent? Father, Lent
is a time of fasting. I must do this in order to
prepare for to the celebration of Christ. I
have decided how to fast. I shall stop
imitating my dad’s golf words. My mom
told me that God doesn’t like it when Daddy
or I say them. Anyway Lent is a a time of
fasting to prepare for the celebration of the
coming of Christ. On Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday we aren’t supposed to eat meat.
Lent is good preparation and I will fulfill
what is asked of me.

RR

Lent is a time of sacrifice. You can fast
willfully. While you are fasting, do not be mean to
others just because you are uncomfortable. Act
pleasant and nice towards others. Do not tell
others you are fasting so that you will be
rewarded. God knows you, and your reward is in
heaven.

Ash Wednesday starts Lent. I am giving up all
sweets. With the money I would usually buy
candy or ice cream. I’m going to put it in the rice
bowl. Operation Rice Bowl is a wonderful
operation. It feeds the poor.

Jordan
Aaron

You said that there were 40 days in Lent and that during Lent
Jesus stayed in the desert for 40 days and 40 nights! Lent starts on
Ash Wednesday where the priest puts ashes on our forehead.
While he does this he tells us to repent and believe in the Gospel.
Repent means it’s time to stop sinning! You told us during Lent to
remember all the children that are hungry around the world. To
give up our favorite snack and put that money into the rice bowl.
I am giving up bubble gum and that’s really hard for me because I
(love) bubble gum.

Ashlea 
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PARENTS OF TEENS:
WE NEED YOU!

During the weekend beginning March 19th, LIFE TEEN will be
hosting their annual spring retreat for high school teenagers in grades 9th
through 12th. Now you may be tempted to stop reading but DON’T! This
article is specifically for you parents. 

We are in need of parents (yes, Dads too) who are willing to help us
put together an awesome retreat. What specifically could you do? How
'bout some of these ideas? 

Create the theme for a meal in the
dining hall 
Imagine the looks on the teens faces as
they enter a completely transformed
dining hall for each meal. Each
experience is different based on the
session themes. Parents go all out with
creative costumes, fun decorations and
more! We are in need of team leaders
and workers so no matter what your skill level is there's a fun place
for you.  
Culinary assistants (cooks and
cutter-uppers to the layman)
Of course, there's always room
for those handy with a knife for
peeling, a pot for boiling and a
serving spoon for…well serving
Cleaner-uppers - Sunday
Morning 
This is an important job for
those who are willing and able. On Sunday morning, we must clean
the camp, load the trucks and prepare to get the teens back for the
Sunday evening liturgy. We are
always in need of help!  
Welcome Home Celebration! 
The weekends for the teens are
filled with challenges, moments
of personal confrontations and
transformation. They come back
energized and excited. Help us
welcome them and share in their
excitement. The teens look
forward to seeing balloons and signs and hearing the familiar retreat
song playing as they get off the bus. But most importantly they look
for the loving faces of their parents and family. Help us show them a
family/community who loves them.

Now you may be convincing yourself that your teen wouldn't want
you on the retreat or active in the process but let me assure you that our
experience has been just the opposite. When a teen walks into the dining
hall and sees his or her parents, no words can describe the smile on their
face.  It's a moment when no words need be spoken!

So don't delay! Call Patricia Japour at 721-7276 right now because
the retreat is just a few weeks away. Please!

LIFE TEEN 
at  Our Lady of  Hope

Sister Elvira Retrozzi and Christina Venezia

LIFE TEEN enjoys a day at the “farm”

Beautification
by Ashley Allison

Do you want to come and do some
easy work for your church or
school?  Would you like to help out
with making your church look
beautiful for the liturgical seasons?
If so, then come out and help Robin
Allison, the leader of Beautification,
make our parish beautiful!
Beautification is a fun and easy way
to improve the look of your church.

Beautification meets every third Saturday of the month.  If that is not
convenient for you, you can adopt a spot and come whenever you would
like.  So come out and support your parish, with a fun woman, who brings
donuts every time! 
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by Christina Venezia

IT WAS GROSS! IT WAS NASTY! But oh, how much fun we had!
On the night of Sunday, January 25, we had ourselves an obstacle course
as never seen before! The teens just added to the excitement!

It started with “the human knot.” In this, a bunch of teens had to all
hold hands, one hand on top of another. Then they had to find their way
out to complete a full circle without letting go of their hands. Awesome!

After that, some teens competed in another kind of challenge. Two
teens on opposite sides had to put their feet into a container of spaghetti,
rice, Jello, and water. The first to find ten marbles won. It was so gross it
was beyond description!

The teams ended up splitting into various other activities: a turbo
game of Simon Says, a pillow fight on a balance beam, an apple-pie-
eating contest, and a tug-of-war over a “pond” of shaving cream. You
name it. We did it!

In the end, there were no definitive winners but there was a lot of fun
and a huge mess. Some teens even ended up throwing me into a “pond”
of shaving cream. Needless to say, I’ve got the bruises to show for it.

One of the Core members, Pauline Savino, summarized the night by
tying it into the homily from the LIFE TEEN Mass. Father Roe had
spoken about life coming with all kinds of joys and sorrows. Pauline
helped parallel the obstacle course with the journey of life saying that
sometimes life can be messy. You slip and fall. You have fun. You laugh.
You live.

All that…all from an obstacle course. WOW! God works
wonderfully!

It was Gross!
It was Nasty!by Christina Venezia

We loaded the bus with excited
teens and Core and headed down to
Our Lady of Hope Community in
St. Augustine to help celebrate the
community’s 10 blessed years in
the Diocese of St. Augustine.  This
was an incredible moment for our
teens because they were able to
spend some time with Bishop
Robert Baker, Bishop of
Charleston, South Carolina.
Bishop Baker was instrumental in
bringing LIFE TEEN to Christ the
King when he was Pastor of our
Community and he is also co-
founder of Our Lady of Hope
Community.  They were also able
to meet and hear Sister Elvira
Petrozzi and our own Bishop Victor
Galeone.  What a blessed day!

Our Lady of Hope Community
started about twenty years ago  in a
small town in Italy. Sister Elvira
Petrozzi, a vibrant nun, was
inspired by God to help the young
drug addicts in her community.  So
with $1 and the gift of a
ramshackled old house, she opened
Comunita Cenacolo (a small
community) and soon men were
knocking on the door looking for
work and salvation.  

Today, Sister Elvira celebrates
with men and women who have
graduated from her “school of life”
in over 40 communities worldwide
including the most recent
community opened this past year in
Russia.

Ten years ago, in October of
1993, God blessed our own
Diocese of St. Augustine with one
of these communities.  Bishop
Robert Baker, then Pastor of
Cathedral Parish, was inspired to
open a home for men fighting
homelessness.  On a trip to Italy he
met Sister Elvira and together they
decided to open a Community in
St. Augustine.  Today, incredible
men, who are battling for their
souls against addiction and
homelessness, are winning these
battles at Our Lady of Hope!

Our teens were able to wander
the grounds of Our Lady of Hope
Community where they saw the
fruits of the residents’ work.  Each
man living in community commits
himself to prayer and hard work in
order to transform his life.  As we
walked the grounds we saw two
beautiful chapels, a bridge across
their lake, gardens, animal shelters,
Stations of the Cross and much,
much more. The work was
beautiful and made with loving and
healed hands.  

We also were blessed to be able
to listen to Sister Elvira Petrozzi.
Her energy and humor were
apparent as she spoke straight from
her heart.  With an intense
directness she taught her “school of
life” to all of us, not attempting to
sugar coat the truth of the Gospel.
Her eyes shone as she delivered her
message and her love even came
through the translation from Italian
to English.  Sister was incredibly
joyous and amazingly real. She
loves the men at Our Lady of Hope
and they truly respect her.

For our teens, the day
culminated with Mass
concelebrated by three bishops:
Bishop Snyder (a frequent visitor
and spiritual advisor at “The Farm”
as it is affectionately called),
Bishop Baker (celebrating the
founding of the Community) and
Bishop Galeone (an avid and
faithful supporter of the
Community).  What an incredible
experience for our teens.

The teens from LIFE TEEN
who took part in this celebration
were blessed to be there. Not only
was it great for them to be able to
take part in this day, but they got to
see men whose lives are being
transformed through the power of
prayer, a community that survives
solely on God’s Divine Providence
and of course, Bishop Baker, the
man who started both Our Lady of
Hope Community and LIFE TEEN
in Jacksonville.

LIFE TEEN 
at Our Lady of Hope

LIFE TEEN with Bishop Robert Baker
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by Ray Walker

When asked to recall a truly
significant period in his life, Father
Seamus O’Flynn, almost without
hesitation replied, “The best has to
be the nine years I spent as
associate pastor at Christ the King
Church.”

He hurriedly added, “There
were so many wonderful priests
and sisters there with Monsignor
Mortimer Danaher: Father Jim
O’Neal, Father Brian Carey, Father
Alan Bower, Father Jack Sheppard,
Sister Enda and Sister Therese” he
quietly mused. For a long moment
he stared into his cupped hands,
enjoying the fond memories that
these names recalled. The tall,
slender, energetic figure of the man
easily belied his 70 years.

Seamus Joseph O’Flynn, the
middle of three sons, was born to
Gerald and Kathleen O’Flynn in
Carlow, Ireland on February 20.
1933. His brother Brendan was
older and Paddy, younger. Nearly
all of Seamus’ relatives were
educators but his father left the
academic field to become the
police chief of their home town.

Almost all of
Father O’Flynn’s
early memories
revolve around
one boarding
school or another.
He received his
e l e m e n t a r y
education from the
De LaSalle
Brothers in
Wicklow. Then, he
went on to high
school with the
Christian Brothers
in Naas, County
Kildare, for two
years, followed by
five more years
with the

Vincentians in Castleknock High
School, Dublin.

His next boarding school was in
the seminaries of St. Joseph’s in
Blackrock, County Dublin, and St.
Kevin’s Glenart Castle, Arklow,
County Wicklow, finishing up at
University College, Dublin. He
earned a B.A. in Spanish and
English (with honors) and a
diploma in Education (again with
honors). Remember that I
mentioned earlier that  most of his
family were educators.

On May 23, 1959, he was
ordained to the priesthood by
Archbishop John Charles McQuaid
of Dublin and spent the next 16
years as a Vincentian priest at the
Castleknock High School in
Dublin, ending up his last eight
years (1972-1980) as its principal.

Life took a totally new turn
when in 1980 he was invited to
come to Bishop Kenny High
School in Jacksonville by its
president, Monsignor Daniel
Logan, who was also the pastor of
Holy Family Church in the
Baymeadows area. For two years,
until 1982, Father O’Flynn not only
worked at Bishop Kenny but was

also the associate pastor of Holy
Family as well.

For nine years, beginning in
1982, he was the Associate Pastor
at Christ the King Church (the
place of fond memories) and, in
addition, starting in 1983, President
of St. Joseph’s Academy, St.
Augustine. In 1991 he left Christ
the King to become Pastor of St.
Anastasia Parish at St. Augustine
Beach.  He is about to celebrate his
45th year as a priest in 2004.

St. Anastasia Mission
commemorated its first Mass at the
Sheraton-Anastasia Inn at St.
Augustine Beach with Monsignor
Joseph Dawson its pastor on
October 6, 1985. It remained a
mission church with barely 100
registered parishioners until 1991
when Monsignor Dawson retired
and Father O’Flynn became its
second pastor. He was well known
to the St. Augustine area, having
been president of St. Joseph’s
Academy for eight years.

With the impetus of rapidly
expanding development in the area,
the parish grew remarkably fast.
Three hundred families were
registered by 1992 and a 500 seat
gathering place immediately
followed. The many “snowbirds”
who spend their winters close by
were also increasing so a new and

more permanent church became an
evident need.

The new church and support
buildings, including one of the
most beautiful columbariums
anywhere, was designed by
architect Richard San Giovanni in
1996. Everything was completed
by the end of the millennium and
St. Anastasia now boasts over 1200
registered parishioners.

Father Seamus O’Flynn may
have started out and remains an
educator but he also is an especially
gifted homilist who can also look
back with pride on the magnificent
Catholic complex his legacy will
leave in historic St. Augustine
Beach. Christ the King Church has
hosted so many gifted priests,
sisters and lay people over its 50
years. God has indeed been good to
us.

Father Seamus O’Flynn
An Educator and Much More

Father Seamus O’Flynn with Missy Stelma, 
daughter of Joe and Gloria Stelma

... and we can’t forget
our beloved Sister Therese

Sister Therese sends her best
from the Emerald Isle. Although age
is slowing her down ... a little, she
will always be our Energizer Bunny.

Sister Therese and Sister Frances (sister of Monsignor Mennis)

If you would like to send a card to Sister Therese her
address is: Sister Therese Horan

Ave Maria Nursing Home
Mercy Convent
Tullamore Co.
Offaly, Ireland

On February 11, 2004
Sister Therese 
celebrated her
90th Birthday

Howard and Jean Sell with Father O’Flynn in 1987
at the 4th Degree Knights of Columbus function

St. Anastasia


