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As Christ the King Church celebrates 50 years, you
have much of which to be proud. One of your golden
nuggets is your school. Christ the King Catholic School
opened its doors to students in 1956. Today, the tradition
of academics, student-centered environment and faith-
based education continues. However, many things have
changed over the years about a Catholic school
education - one of them is the need to market the school.

What is marketing?
A very simple definition is that marketing is

everything you do to bring the people who can benefit
from your services to you. Some of these things might
include: Open Houses, signage, advertising, flyers,
public relations, referral campaign. The challenge is
putting the many options you have for getting the word
out into a consistent, intentional marketing plan and
then executing that plan.

Why is it important that you market the school?
Increase awareness of school and parish
Attract new families to the school and parish
Enhance image of school and parish
Increase alumni/alumnae participation
Show accountability
Advance the mission of your school and parish

How is the school marketing itself?
The school and parish have embarked on a journey to

develop a “quick-start” marketing plan. To do that, a
planning process was started to determine the best way
to solve an immediate need - increased enrollment and
awareness. This will be a “quick-start” program that will
give you the burst of energy you need to help meet the
school’s enrollment goals in the short-term. It is also a
great building block for looking past just this enrollment
period and developing a longer-term plan.

What are the phases of the planning process?
The discovery phase included an assessment of the

school and its operating environment. Information was
gathered from various sources including: teachers,
administrators, parents, students, parishioners,
alumni/alumnae, volunteers, and other schools. The
second part of the journey was determining where the
school wanted to be in terms of enrollment in the short-
term. During this phase specific goals and objectives for
the campaign were determined. The third major phase
was to determine the best strategies (roads) for reaching
the objectives and goals that were set. While there are
many ways to get the school where they want to be,
many marketing tools were evaluated for the best and
fastest return given the current situation and various
resources available.

The school has taken a very systematic approach in
developing a coordinated, consistent roadmap (plan).
The plan is helping to insure the school’s limited
resources are used in the best way. It is also serving as a
great communications tool to keep everyone informed
and on track. The implementation phase is underway and
everyone has really come together as a team to insure
the success of the “quick-start” marketing program. 

Who is responsible for marketing the school?
Everyone at the school and parish! Who better to tell

the school’s story than those who know it and love it!
There are so many people at the school and parish who
have been part of the success of the planning and
implementation phases to date. Thank you to everyone
who has already been part of this worthwhile journey!

The parish family has always played a major role in
Christ the King School’s story, and the school is turning
to you to help write the chapters that will take Christ the
King School into the next 50 years. Help us share the
story and spirit of Christ the King School!

SShhaarree  tthhee  SSppiirriitt..  ..  ..
SShhaarree  tthhee  SSttoorryy..  ..  ..

SShhaarree  CChhrriisstt  tthhee  KKiinngg  SScchhooooll

...the school is turning to you to help
write the chapters that will take 

Christ the King School into the next 50 years



Wow! What a whirlwind has
passed through Christ the King
Catholic School! The Ad Campaign
was devised and put into action in a
very short time. It is still in full

swing, working toward getting the
word out to people that we have the
best school ever! Everyone has
pulled together to help make it
happen. So far we have 430

children enrolled in our school, we
have 131 children enrolled in our
Childcare. Share the spirit, share
the story . . . share Christ the King
School. God is good to us!

The whirlwind has also passed
through Christ the King Church.
Father Thanh, Frank Japour, our
administrator, Janet Morton, our
principal and Pat Thomas, our
community development director
have worked with the Ad
Campaign Manager, Jana
Ertrachtor, to put everything in
place. You can see the results
within the pages of this issue,
including our front cover!

Frank has been a very busy guy
. . . he moved on with the Census.
Project co-leaders, Sam Clements
and Laurie Plotz and a committee
of  people are helping to update our
census records. A good outreach
program can be put into action once
our records are up to date. Read
more about this in Frank’s article in
the Stewardship pages of this
edition of the Courier.

The rectory front office is now
in working order. If you haven’t
been in the rectory office recently,
come in and say, “hi”. We welcome
you with open arms! But the front
office is just the icing on the cake
(which was put on first,  interesting
cake). Mike is busy working on
other offices to give it a fresh, clean
look. See pictures of our office
make-over within this issue.

We are looking forward to our
50th Anniversary and the committee
has been hard at work. Our Courier
staff has  been busy working on

articles to increase your knowledge
of what is happening within our
community as well as articles to
spark your interest in what is
happening in the community and
world at large. Some may prove to
be controversial. Please write to us
about your viewpoint. We look
forward to your comments.

We have several articles on
what the church teaches. We have
an interesting article, “Faithful
Citizenship”. This year being an
election year, we would be remiss if
we didn’t do what we could to
inform our parishioners and friends
so they will be able to make good
choices. We also have a
continuation of “Symbols”. We
hope you are enjoying these articles
as much as our writer, Mickey
Kenny, does getting them ready for
you to read. Our writer Frank Becht
believes we should be clear on
what our Church teaches about
“Marriage” so we have included an
article on the subject. 

We hope that you enjoy reading
this issue that has been put together
by our staff. If you would like to
join our staff, please feel free to
come in and be a part of our next
issue. We would love to have you.

May God bless you and your
family as you begin your summer
holidays. Relax, drive safely and
enjoy all that God has to offer us
within our USA and around the
world. As an old friend of mine said
to me, “Judy, we all need to slow
down once in awhile and smell the
roses.” Summer is rose time.

A Visit with 
Our Founding Pastor

On  April 25,  Deacon Dave and
I flew down to Tampa to attend
Bishop Larkin’s 25th Anniversary
(as a Bishop) celebration. It was a
wonderful celebration presided by
Bishop Lynch of Saint Petersburg. I
had the privilege of being one of
the con-celebrants.  I was one of
approximately nine others. Many of
Bishop Larkin’s friends were there

including a Cardinal who had come
to the celebration from Belgium. 

Bishop Larkin allowed me to
say a few words to the parishioners
of St. Cecilia’s parish. I was
honored. I shared with them a
couple of the many stories I had
heard from Christ the King
parishioners who had known him
when he was founding-pastor of
our parish. One was regarding the
first Women’s Guild’s fish fry and
the other was  about the first $20
bill found in the collection basket.
They enjoyed hearing about his
time in Jacksonville.

I told them that all our Gems
(our old-time parishioners) always
remember their founding pastor
with love and respect. All, even
those who only know him through
the stories that have been shared,
pray for his continued good health
so he can join us in celebration as
the church he founded celebrates its
50th anniversary in September.

Good-bye and Hello

By now most of you know that
Father Roe will leave us and begin
his newest journey as Parochial

Vicar at Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
in Palm Coast. Our good-bye
luncheon for him is on June 13 after
the Noon Mass. We thank him for
sharing his ministry during his first
two years into the priesthood and
our prayers will go with him as he
begins his new assignment on June
15.

At the same time, we welcome
our newly ordained priest, Father
Richard Perko into our church
family. He was ordained in the
Cathedral by Bishop Galeone on
May 15. He will begin his first
assignment as a Parochial Vicar
here at Christ the King on June 15.
A lot of you know Father Perko
because of his summer
assignments here before and after
he became a permanent deacon.

Peace

In these days of terrorism and
the ongoing war with Iraq, my heart
longs for peace . . . the peace that is
promised during the Easter Season
. . . Once several years ago, I visited
a convent in Snellville, Georgia.
While I was there a  poster on the
wall caught my attention. In the

picture was a lone person in a canoe
who was trying to steer his canoe
while in the midst of a turbulent
storm. Above the picture were these
words, “Peace is not the absence of
war, but the serenity in the midst of
the storm.” 

I reflect on those words from
time to time. I realize that the
storms of our lives are varied.
There are storms of broken
relationships, storms of illness,
unemployment and storms during
departures of our loved ones. Some
of these storms leave us devastated.

Our only peace in times of
turbulent storms is our faith. Christ
within us helps us to steer the boat
to safety. He loves and cares for us.
Without Him, we are not able to
keep our boat upright. With Him
you can think clearly and do what is
right. So if you have Christ . . . you
have peace.

May your life through your
personal prayer, the Eucharistic
celebration and service to others be
filled with Christ’s peace  . . .  A
peace that the world cannot give . .
. A peace that endures in darkness
and tribulation . . . A peace that is
the presence of God within you.
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In  Conversation with Father Thanh

Editor’s Note  

Christ the King Courier
742 N. Arlington Road
Jacksonville, FL 32211
Phone: (904) 724-0080 Fax: 721-2326
Email: CKCourier@hotmail.com

Publisher:  Father Thanh Thai Nguyen
Managing Editor:   Judy Koziolek
Associate Editor:    Mary Ann Sullivan

The mission of  Christ the King Courier is to provide our Christ the King
Family with information and news regarding our faith and parish ministries. The
goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the
ministries of our parish in the hope that people can use this information to bring you
closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two of
many of God's gifts, and through Christ the King Courier, parishioners can share in
the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King Parish. Our desire is to serve our
God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread
the message of the Gospel of Christ the King.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees
the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as exemplifying the content and
character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be
clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility, gentleness and
patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint
against another.  The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all
these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in
your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body."
Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the
King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to refuse articles, poetry,
advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. The appearance of
advertising in these pages does not imply endorsement of businesses, services and
products.  Readers must exercise prudence in responding to advertising in all media.
Political advertising not accepted. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials
submitted for publication.



The following people are recently
deceased members of our parish
for whom we offer our special
prayers:
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What’s Happening

We would like to welcome the following individuals and families to the
Christ the King Community:

Baptisms:
We would like to announce the
following people who were
recently baptized into the
Catholic Church:

We would like to acknowledge the following parishioners who were
recently united in the  Sacrament of Marriage:

Deaths:

Marriages:

LL ee tt tt ee rr ss
Dear Judy, Father Thanh,

I have just read “The Courier” February 2004 issue. Ray Walker sent
us the issue. The sweetness, the information, the regard for all just blew
me away!

If possible, please put me on your mailing list for future issues.  Don
and I would like to attend some of the 50th Anniversary Celebrations if
we know when they are.

I can’t say enough about the excellence of the Christ the King com-
munity and its newspaper.

Yours truly,
Georgia MacLean

Dear Christ the King Parish,
Thanks to all at Christ the King for your donation. Your continuing

support is what keeps the Kitchen going.
God bless you all,

Diane and Jim McVety
St. Francis Soup Kitchen #1

To the Parishioners of Christ the King,

Every month at Arlington Community Services we encounter people
who are traveling from one home to another, some in search of a job,
some to family emergencies.  They are usually driving old cars, and many
encounter mechanical breakdowns.  Often they must stop along the way
to replenish their energy or repair their vehicles.  So they arrive at our
Center for food to eat.  

Because of your love for others and your generosity, we are able to
answer their requests and send them on their way, nourished and filled
with a sense of God’s love and care.  These people, along with those who
live in our neighborhood, are filled with hope and encouragement when
they receive the assistance you have provided.  During the first quarter of
this year you made it possible for us to feed 250 families, or 586 people.  

Your donations helped to pay bills for 55 families, or 132 people, and
the total amount of your assistance was $24,291.32.  What a wonderful
harvest!  What wonderful gifts you have shared, and what a wonderful job
you have done to bring God’s kingdom here on earth.

Thank you for all you do.
Yours in Christian Service,
Kathy Womack, Executive Director

To all,

I have been a parishioner for over 20 years, but soon will be leaving
the parish area. How very thankful I am that I was able to be a part of
Christ the King. During times of sickness, prayers of the parishioners
meant so much and friendship of many.

I especially congratulate “LIFE TEENS” for their contribution within
the parish and I cannot say enough for the beautiful and talented band.
The singing is outstanding.

I hope to find comfort in my new parish but will not soon forget my
bond with Christ the King.

Sincerely,
Margaret

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Schmink
Mr. Robert Imfeld
Ms. Blesjovan Fuata
Mr. & Mrs. Cabal
Ms. Isabel Caloza
Ms. Kimberly Carlson
Mr. & Mrs. Acerra
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Bowles
Mr. David Briles
Ms. Barbara Chastain
Ms. Amy Devia
Mr. Regnaldo Cortez
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Houser & Family
Mr. Zoel Houle
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Harris & Family
Mr. & Mrs. William Gross
Mr. & Mrs. Luisit Aralar & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Cesar Matos & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Mclaughlin
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lonergan & Family
Mr. David Krajewski

Mr. & Mrs. Vince Niesen & Family
Ms. Celia Loudermilk
Ms. Angeline Delrosario
Ms. Avonn Bungubung
Mr. & Mrs. James Till
Mr. & Mrs. Jose Jamiro & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Car Fretwell & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Emmannel Miel & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Thi Devore & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Bowling & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Chinault & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Bandlee Onasanya & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Reyes & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Tine
Ms. Alicia Simon & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Morter & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Tasney & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Arch & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Lewison & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Vandervort & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Scoones & Family

David Espiritu and Donna E. Barker on February 14, 2004
Kelly Wayne Repper and Kimberly Marie Stoddard on March 13, 2004
Bruno Arturo Vassallo and Brandy Anne Tyndall on May 1, 2004
Alan Sales Villas and Elaine L. Quintos on May 8, 2004
Christopher Stewart and Angel Ekenberg on May 15, 2004

Cassidy Lauren Almy-Ramos
Nicholas Andrew Sapp
Bianca Cecilia Saad
Ava Camille Williams
Johnet Carla Bagoyo Garcia 
Kamryn Paige Tempel
Autumn Jolie Harrington 
Alexis Li-Yuet Chin
Bailey Mei-Yuet Chin
Matthew Richard Hildreth
Wyatt Winefield Garland 
Chloe Renae Kerch
John Mansfield Sharp 
Robert Neil Mc Cormick 
Rebecca Layne Baldwin
Mariah Alexis Meyers 
Jordan Anthony Gilliam 
Brian William Duane 
Abigail Denise Stewart 

Antonio KeVinh Tran
Mary Thanh Lan Pham
Trish Thien Kim Nguyen 
Maria Abigail Kim Dinh 
Gioan Bastixita Karsten Nguyen Do 
Alan Dinh Duy Chau 
Ryan Jonathan Svela
Emily Blake Smith
William Grant Smith
Mark Steven Vandervort, III
Jordan Tyler Kele Hanson
Brian William Boddicker
Emily Rae Williams
Jeanette Sullivan
James Alexander Arch
Angel H. Eckenberg
Julie A. Joseph
David J. Briles
Susan A. Roche

W. A. “Bill” Gregory Jr. 
Peggy Lee Kirkpatrick
Richard Ernest Vanezzi 
James W. Davis Jr. 
Robert W “Rob” Williams Jr. 
Kenneth P. Schroeder 

Billy G. Young
Ruth Grable 
Denise Nale
Erma Aderhold
William R. RelkinChrist the King’s 50th Anniversary Logo
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by Frank Becht

This article is about marriage and same-sex unions as set out by the
Catholic bishops of the United States. These are basic truths to help peo-
ple better understand Catholic teaching in a very important issue con-
fronting the Christian world today. The article contains a partial sum-
mary of the teachings on marriage as formulated by the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

INTRODUCTION
There is a growing movement in the world today to legalize a relation-

ship called same-sex unions. This challenges Catholics and other
Christians to think deeply about the meaning of marriage, its purposes,
and its value to individuals, families and society. 

What is Marriage?
Marriage was instituted by God and is the faithful, exclusive, lifelong

union of a man and a woman in an intimate relationship of life and love.
They commit themselves to each other and to the responsibility of bring-
ing children into the world and dedicate themselves to caring for them.
Their differences as man and woman complement each other equally in a
mutual loving family relationship (Refer to Catechism of the Catholic
Church, nos.1602-1605).

What does our faith tell us about marriage?
Marriage comes from God who made male and female in His divine

image (see Genesis 1:27). 
Marriage is both a natural institution and a sacred union; it is rooted

in the divine plan for creation. The Church teaches that a valid marriage
of baptized Christians is a sacrament, a saving reality. Jesus Christ made
marriage a symbol of His love for His Church (Ephesians 5:25-33). This
allows the world to see something of the faithful, creative, abundant love
of Christ. A true marriage will bring spouses to true holiness. Their love
shown in fidelity, passion, fertility, generosity, sacrifice, forgiveness and
healing makes evident God’s love in their family, community and society.
This confirms and strengthens the human value of the marriage union
(CCC, nos. 1612-1617; 1641-1642).

A MAN “LEAVES HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND CLINGS TO
HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO BECOME ONE BODY” (Genesis 2:24).
The man recognizes the woman as “bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh” (Genesis 2:23). God blesses the man and woman and commands
them to “be fertile and multiply”(Genesis 1:28). “God made them male
and female. For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be
joined to his wife; the two shall become one flesh (Mark 10:6-8).”

In marriage a man and a woman put themselves into an intimate
union, as equal persons, completely and lovingly to one another.

The long-standing teaching of the Catholic Church is that marriage
has two primary purposes: procreation and the loving relationship of hus-
band and wife.

Why can marriage exist only between a man and a woman?
Only through the natural structure of human sexuality can man and

woman produce human life. It is only through this union that God’s will
for creation can be accomplished. The permanent and exclusive commit-
ment of marriage is the necessary setting for the expression of sexual love
which God established for the creation of life (CCC, nos. 1639-1640).

It is only in marriage that a man and a woman can give themselves as
God intends (CCC, nos. 1643). They are equal as human beings but dif-
ferent as man and woman, fulfilling each other through this natural differ-
ence. This makes for the conjugal bond that is the core of marriage.

Is Same- Sex union the equivalent of Marriage?
A same-sex union is not equivalent to a marriage. For several reasons

a same –sex union contradicts the nature of marriage. A same-sex union
is not based on the natural complementarity of a male and a female as
established by God. It cannot cooperate with God to create life. The nat-
ural purpose of sexual union cannot be achieved by a same-sex union.
Persons in same-sex unions cannot enter into a true conjugal union.
Therefore, it is wrong to equate their relationship to marriage.

Why is it so important to society that marriage be preserved as the
exclusive union of a man and a woman?

Universally for all times marriage is the foundation of the family. In
turn, the family is the basic unit of society. Therefore, marriage is a very
personal relationship that has wide public significance. 

God made marriage the fundamental pattern for male-female relation-
ships. It contributes greatly to society for it establishes a pattern for men
and women to live for the good of each other.

There should be little doubt that marriage provides the best conditions
for raising children, namely, the stable, loving relationship of a mother
and a father, which is present only in marriage. Even the State recognizes
marriage as a public institution in its laws. 

Laws of the State play an educational role as they help shape patterns
of thought and behavior, particularly about what is socially permissible
and acceptable. Giving same-sex unions the legal status of marriage
would grant official public approval to homosexual activity and would
treat it as morally acceptable.

In attempting to redefine marriage so as to make other relationships
equivalent, the institution of marriage is devalued and further weakened.
Already marriage has suffered greatly by the trends of society; we cannot
allow this to continue.

Does denying marriage to homosexual persons discriminate against
them and show a lack of respect for them as persons?

It is not unjust to deny legal status to same-sex unions because mar-
riage and same-sex unions are very different realities. In fact, justice
requires society to do so.

God’s intent for marriage, in which sexual relations have a  proper and
excusive place, does not in anyway offend the dignity of homosexual per-
sons. It is our duty as Catholics and Christians to give witness to the
whole moral truth and vigorously oppose the immorality of homosexual
acts and unjust discrimination against homosexual persons.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church clearly states that homosexual
persons “be accepted with respect, compassion, and sensitivity”(no.
2358). The Church also encourages chaste relationships. “Chastity is
expressed notably in friendship with one’s neighbor. Whether it develops
between persons of the same or opposite sex, friendship represents a great
goodwill for all”(CCC no. 2347). 

Should same-sex unions be entitled to the same social and economic
benefits as married couples?

The State has an obligation to promote the family for it is the basic
unit of society through marriage. As a result, it can and should give mar-
ried couples rights and benefits it does not extend to others. Ultimately,
the stability and flourishing of society is dependent on the stability and
flourishing of a healthy family life. It would be wrong to redefine mar-
riage for the sake of providing benefits to those who cannot rightfully
enter into marriage. The legal recognition of marriage is not only about
the personal commitment but also about the social commitment that a hus-
band and wife make to the well being of society through a healthy family
life.

Some benefits are available to homosexual persons without redefining
marriage such as holding property and use of wills in designating benefi-
ciaries for various reasons.

What should Catholics do?
Catholics should live their faith in their public and private lives. They

should act on their beliefs with well-formed consciences based on Sacred
Liturgy and Tradition. By their voice and their vote they should contribute
to the community’s welfare and set the standard of reason and truth in
their lives. They must be responsible citizens. They have a moral obliga-
tion to  participate responsibly in the political process. This is particular-
ly important in light of the need to defend marriage and to oppose the
legalization of same-sex unions.

Married couples are the best example of life giving love and the model
advocates for marriage. They are the first teachers of the next generation
about the dignity of marriage and the need to uphold it. The future gener-
ations of our church and faith are in the hands of our married couples.

CONCLUSION
Marriage is a basic human and social institution. Even though it is reg-

ulated by civil laws and church laws, marriage was originated by God, not
the Church or State. As a result, neither the State nor the Church can alter
its purpose or structure.

Only the union of a man and a woman can form the nature and pur-
pose of marriage and must remain such in law. Marriage is the only union
that makes a unique and irreplaceable contribution to society through the
procreation and education of children.

The union of a husband and wife creates a great good for themselves,
their family, communities and society. Marriage is a gift to be cherished
and protected.

What our Church Teaches

Marriage: Between Man and Woman
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C o m e  L a t e  J u l y
by Father Neil Carr

It seems to me that when
you’re “over the hill,” life begins to
speed up. I’m on the western side
of the mountain now, and the sun
I’m looking into is going down,
but, to quote Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow, an old classmate of
mine, I feel fortunate in
experiencing “how far the gulf
stream of our youth may flow into
the arctic regions of our lives,
where little else than life itself
survives.”

I’ll be spending my vacation
this summer, leaving July 26, down
in Guadalajara, there to gain some
fluency in speaking Spanish. I’ll be
living with a Mexican family and
attending six hours of one-on-one
classes each weekday. I ask your
prayers for my safety in coming
and going, and for success in my
endeavors. Though it’s long hours
away, some weekend I will make
the trip to the great shrine of Our
Lady of Guadalupe near Mexico
City to pray for all our
parishioners.

I don’t know the family I’ll be
living with, nor do they know me. I
am anxious to get in touch with
them to be sure they have a special
place and diet for my seeing-eye
dog, my parrots and pet monkey, as
well as a ramp entrance for my
wheelchair.

S y m b o l sS y m b o l s
by Mickey Kenny

Looking at the altar and the
powerful representation of the
Risen Christ there are several
symbols on the walls on either side
of the altar area.  On the wall to the
left is a beautifully symbolic
representation of the Trinity.

T a k e n
i n d i v i d u a l l y
these symbols
are . . . the hand
of God, known
also as Manus
Dei, which is
used as a
symbol of God

the Father. For the first eight
centuries of the Church the hand
was the only symbol used for God..

The Chi Rho is one of the
oldest “sacred monograms” of
Christ.  It is made from the X = chi
and the P = rho which are the first
two Greek letters in the word
Christ.  It has many forms, but the

X turned to
form a cross
with the P
superimposed
is a very
c o m m o n
representation
of this
symbol.

The dove
is probably the

most easily recognized symbol of
the Holy Spirit.  In the story of
Jesus’ baptism the Spirit descends
in the form of a dove.  According to
Matt 3:16 as soon as Jesus was
baptized He went up out of the
water.  At that moment heaven was
opened and He saw the Spirit of

G o d
d e s c e n d i n g
like a dove and
lighting on
Him. The
nimbus at the
head of the
dove identifies
Him as part of
the Trinity.

Again, on the right wall of the
altar area, the Chi Rho has a
significant role as the symbol of
Christ. 

Likewise...
The banner is a symbol of

victory.  It is often pictured being
carried triumphantly by the Lamb
of God. 

The Agnus Dei is a symbol of
the Resurrection and the triumph of
Christ over sin and death when it is
pictured in this posture.  John 1:29
The next day John saw Jesus
coming toward him and said,
“Look, the Lamb of God, who
takes away
the sins of
the world.”
The Agnus
Dei may be
pictured in
v a r i o u s
o t h e r
p o s t u r e s
such as
b l e e d i n g
with a gash
in its side when it represents the
suffering of Christ and sometimes
the Agnus Dei is seated on a book
with seven seals and represents the
final judgment.

Getting the Bugs out
of  

Bible  Study
by Mickey Kenny

The Sunday Bible Study is well underway and we are enjoying the
work and lectures on the Gospel of Mark. Our discussions and sharing are
a big part of the success of the group. We’re still small, but we surely are
enthusiastic and dedicated.

Since we only began this Sunday Bible Study in January, the first few
meetings were largely organizational: deciding which book of the Bible
to begin our study with, procuring the necessary materials, and deciding
what kind of format we were most interested in pursuing. Now we have
had some practice and experience, and we are better able to make firm
decisions.

While we have decided to keep our progress more individual than
regimented, we are now committed to beginning the studies at 11:15
(close enough to “right after” the 10:00 Mass, but long enough to shake
hands with some friends and push our way through doughnuts!) and
closing by 12 or 12:15. We will begin with prayer followed by our
discussion of the lesson and assigned questions.  The 20 to 30 minute
taped lecture will be viewed at the end of each unit because the tapes are
excellent, but we don’t want to put a damper on our discussion of the
material.  We are enjoying and benefitting from hearing the ideas and
experiences of the individual members as related to the Book of Mark and
our own lives and living faith.  The material covered in the scripture and
in the informative commentary that accompanies our study set further
heightens our understanding.  We surely don’t want to miss out on a
minute of the illuminating lectures which are excellent.  But we also don’t
want to stifle our brains and our enthusiasm by relying on these tapes
exclusively since they are so good we probably wouldn’t dare think for
ourselves so much.

We are having a great time and learning a great deal, too.  Why don’t
all of you drop by and see if it’s for you?  We certainly would make you
welcome as we have each and every one who has joined so far.  When we
finish with Mark we plan to move on to the Gospel of John.  We still have
a few weeks to decide definitely on that, but we are leaning toward John!

IT IS THE 
SOLDIER

by Author Unknown 

It is the Soldier, not the reporter, who has
given us freedom of the press.

It is the Soldier, not the clergyman, who
has given us freedom of religion.

It is the Soldier, not the poet, who has
given us freedom of speech.

It is the Soldier, not the campus organizer,
who has given us freedom to demonstrate.

It is the Soldier,
Who follows the Flag into battle,

Who defends the Flag
Who salutes the Flag

Whose coffin is draped with our Flag
It is the Soldier, it always has been the
Soldier, it will always be the Soldier.
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by Mickey Kenny

The richness and beauty of Holy Week are
gifts we receive each year which can sustain us
throughout the year on every level of our being.
All that we are – body, mind, and soul – are
offered a banquet we can draw from
individually and collectively and ruminate upon
all year.  So much to think about; so much to
question; so much to allow to change us if we
are open to change.

We begin on Palm
Sunday with the joyful
opportunity to greet
Jesus Christ and to
welcome Him into the
city of ourselves, our
Church, and our
community. How good
it feels to see the honor
and love given to Jesus
as He makes His way
to Jerusalem. Our
bodies are there

participating in that procession and waving the
palms and singing the hosannas. But, because
we know the end of the story, our minds can
come to question: Who are the people in the
joyful procession? Are they the same people
who yell, “Crucify Him, crucify Him” a few
short days later? Are the crowds two different
crowds, or are they different aspects of the same
human person? If there are two crowds, which
crowd would I have been in? Endless
opportunities to cogitate all year long, right?  

But in the meantime the congregation
assembles at the Kingdome and the priest
blesses the palms with prayers and holy water as
he says in part

...Christ entered in triumph into His own city,
to complete His work as our Messiah: to
suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us
remember with devotion this entry which
began His saving work and follow Him with
a lively faith. United with Him in His
suffering on the cross, may we share His
resurrection and new life.

It is during the Mass of Palm Sunday that the
Church has the congregation hear the Passion
and we are asked to participate in the reading by
our voicing those words to crucify Him. It is
difficult as an adult to listen to the reading and
not understand the awful feelings of Peter, the
perfidy of the crowd, and worse yet the
judgment of Judas that Christ should have done
things his way. It is comfortable to be part of the
crowd, but it can be horrifying as well. While
we can try to excuse much evil behavior with
the ancient “everyone else” recitals, we also
know that it is in coming together, working
together, to benefit and console also
presupposes a community of beings – each man
only one part of the body. So much fodder for
meditation, so much to think about, in all
aspects of these
days of our
p r e p a r a t i o n
leading to Holy
Thursday.

The Chrism
Mass is
celebrated at
the Cathedral
traditionally on
Holy Thursday.
(Sometimes a
different day is

necessary but it is always prior to the Triduum
which always begins in the evening on Holy
Thursday.) By priests coming together from all
over the diocese to concelebrate the Chrism
Mass with the Bishop they show their
cooperation with and give witness to how they
are the helpers and counselors of the bishop
through their daily ministry. Lay people are
encouraged to attend this Chrism Mass as well
and to participate in the Mass. There is the
renewal of the priest’s commitment to the
priestly vows followed by the blessing of the
oils. The first is the oil for the holy chrism
followed by the oil of the sick and then the oil of
the catechumen. The oils blessed at this Mass
are given to the priests for use in our various
parishes. All the oils used in our liturgies during
the year come from the blessing at this time.  

It used to be that Lent began on Ash
Wednesday and ended on Holy Saturday.  Not so
today! Lent ends on Holy Thursday and the next
portion of our Holy Week banquet known as the
Triduum begins with the Evening Mass of the
Lord’s Supper, and it begins with procession
and includes receiving the oils which were
blessed at the Chrism Mass.

The Washing of
the Feet is a special
tradition at this
Mass and helps
again to illustrate
our humility, our
community, and our
sense of obligation
for service to one
another.  Jesus
teaching us one
more time in a very
special way that we
must have the
humility not only to

serve others but to be served by others.  The
fabric of our lives seems woven by the constant
back and forth motion of individuality and
community, service to others and reception of
gift. And always accompanied by the greatest
gift of all, the Eucharist. It is at this Mass that
the Eucharist is blessed for the remainder of the
time until the Vigil Mass on Holy Saturday.

Generally speaking, the Triduum is one
service which opens with the Holy Thursday
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper but does not
close as an ordinary Mass.  It continues – but is
neither normally opened nor closed – on Friday
with the Celebration of the Lord’s Passion, and
ends with the Easter Vigil which is not opened
in the normal way but closes as the Mass closes.
It is one continuous Mass for three days!  It is
nearly impossible to put all the pieces of
tradition, scripture, teaching, love, and
commitment into words. If it is possible for each
individual to find a really good, current missal
and study the rubrics for each service before
coming together to worship, the exercise is well
worth the effort. There is just too much
experience without all these helps and
education.

At the Mass for Holy Thursday there is the
Transfer of the Holy Eucharist where the Host
processes through the congregation, is adored,
and the altar stripped. A time of adoration is
encouraged at the close of this Mass.

Here at Christ the King we are truly blessed
on Good Friday to have several special
opportunities for communal and liturgical
worship.  Personal and private prayer are, of
course, a large part of this holy time, but we are
richly blessed to have the service from noon to

3 p.m. – the
t r a d i t i o n a l l y
recognized time of
Jesus’ suffering on
the cross – with the
service of the Seven
Last Words from
the Cross given
each year by Father
Carr. A gentleman in
the new Sunday
Bible Study here at
Christ the King said
a few weeks ago

that he was able to be with his brother as he was
dying. He said his brother didn’t have the
strength to say a great deal at that time, but he
said things closest to his heart, those things he
really wanted to give to his brother for memory.
We can well imagine how true that is.  And in
light of that we must pay special attention to
those seven, small sermons Jesus preached to us
from the cross.  Each year I have been amazed
at how new the ideas are which come from these
messages. For those who wish to just review
them now they are not all in any one gospel,
again, we have to use all the gifts of scripture to
hear them all. 

Father, forgive them for they know not what
they do!

This day thou shalt be with me in paradise.
Woman, behold thy son; son, behold thy

mother.
My God!  My God! Why hast Thou forsaken

me?
I thirst.
It is consummated.
Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit.

The Celebration of the
Lord’s Passion takes place
traditionally around 3 p.m.
This is the service in which
there is the Liturgy of the
Word, the adoration of the
cross, and Holy
Communion – the
presanctified. The priests
begin by making reverence
to the altar in prostrating
themselves. We are reminded immediately of
our base humanness and we express the grief
and sorrow of the whole Church. The
congregation proceeds to the veneration of the
cross after which the priest covers the altar with
a cloth, places the book and candles, and the
ciborium is brought from the place of reposition.
Communion is then distributed to the faithful.
After the dismissal everyone leaves in silence.
Really, there is nothing left to say and the
congregation is too full of many emotions to feel
very social. It is enough to know that we have
the closeness of kinship and shared emotions
with those who attend this very special service
with us. It is very akin emotionally to the
physical feelings after a huge Thanksgiving
celebration. Very grateful, very satisfied, but
very eager to become a bit more comfortable
with the largesse.

The Easter Vigil is the apex of the Triduum.
When Father John Phillips was here several
years ago he began one service saying that the
early Christians were sure that Jesus was going 

TTTThhhheeee    HHHHoooollll iiiieeeesssstttt     ooooffff     WWWWeeeeeeeekkkkssss

Continued on page 7
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to return pretty soon.
They didn’t know when,
they knew they didn’t
have to know, but they
wanted to be ready. They
felt surely he would
come on an Easter
morning as the sun arose
– and they were going to
be there if they could.
Thus the ancient Easter
Vigil. A time when
Christians came together
to pray, to praise, and to

wait. This vigil is always a night vigil.  It begins
with the service of light which is truly symbolic,
traditional, and full of meaning for everyone. As
the Easter candle attests, those things performed
this night will last on into the spiritual life of the
congregants and of the Church community. It
says in the rubrics, “The entire celebration of the
Easter Vigil takes place at night. It should not
begin before nightfall; it should end before
daybreak on Sunday.”

The Service of Light begins in total
darkness inside the church, a calm and expectant
time when you can collect yourself and prepare
for something wonderful to begin. Outside a fire
is lit and blest by the priest. It is fascinating,
meaningful, and richly symbolic to be there as
the Easter candle is prepared by cutting a cross
in the wax, tracing the Greek letter alpha above
the cross and the letter omega (the first and last
letters of the Greek alphabet symbolizing Christ

as the beginning and the end) below and the four
numerals in the year (2004) in the corners of the
cross saying that all time belongs to God, all the
ages, all the glory, and all power. Five grains of
incense are placed into the candle in the form of
a cross symbolizing the five wounds of Christ. I
have been told, though I don’t remember seeing
and I can’t find my reference for this, that the
palms from Palm Sunday are burned on this fire
and become the ashes used on the following Ash
Wednesday. I really like this inclusion of
symbolism and unity of time and symbolism, so
I am including it here and
you all should feel free to
research and find out if it’s
true!

The Easter candle is lit
from the new fire. From the
Easter candle all candles
distributed throughout the
congregation are lit and the
light of Christ is processed
into the church.  How can
anyone not feel the burning of a special emotion
inside.  Christ our light and we respond Thanks
be to God.

The Liturgy of the Word is the second part
of this Easter Vigil. From the internet on
Catholic Culture: The Preparation and
Celebration of the Easter Feasts it states, “The
restored Order for the Vigil has seven readings
from the Old Testament chosen from the Law
and the Prophets, which are in use everywhere
according to the most ancient tradition of East
and West, and two readings from the New
Testament, namely from the Apostle and from
the Gospel. Thus the Church, ‘beginning with

Moses and all the Prophets’ explains Christ’s
Paschal Mystery. Consequently wherever this is
possible all the readings should be read so that
the character of the Easter Vigil, which demands
that it be somewhat prolonged, be respected at
all costs. ...Each reading is followed by the
singing of a psalm, to which the people
respond.”

The third part of the Easter Vigil is the
baptismal liturgy. Blessing of baptismal water
takes place even if there are no candidates for
Baptism – as you will find we did in other
pictures and articles. Then the renewal of
baptismal promises of all the congregation
follows.

The celebration of the Eucharist is the
fourth and remains the high point.  Throughout
all the reading for this article and the rubrics
there is constant attention to the music and its
importance in all areas of our services.  Bernie
has in truth spoiled us with his attention to detail
and his ability to elicit such beauty from our
choir.  They are all to be congratulated and
thanked generously.

It is to be noted that the Paschal candle is lit
at Masses as “the fifty days from Easter Sunday
to Pentecost Sunday are celebrated as one feast
day, the ‘great Sunday.’” (Given at Rome, at the
Offices of the Congregation for Divine Worship,
January 16, 1988, Paul Augustin Cardinal
Mayer Prefect)

How can we thank everyone and everything
that culminates in the beautiful worship of God
in our Church?  We have, of course, the entire
year to think about all the influences which
enrich our life here particularly at these
overpowering seasons of the year.

TTTThheeee    HHHHooll iieeeesstt     ooff     WWWWeeeeeeeekkss

by Yolanda Cerqueira

Faithful Citizenship is what the bishops of
our country are calling their flock to consider as
we approach the coming election in the fall. It is
a new kind of politics that is formed on moral
principles seen through the eyes of faith. In the
political arena, our society makes fundamental
decisions about life and death, war and peace,
and how the “least among us” will fare in a
complex world. As Catholics, we should see that
our choices reflect what is found in Scripture
and Catholic social teaching. Faithful
Citizenship calls Catholics to see civic and
political responsibilities through the eyes of
faith and then to bring our moral convictions to
public life. 

In the Catholic tradition, responsible
citizenship is a virtue; participation in the
political process is a moral obligation. Faithful
Citizenship then is a merging of our faith in such
a fashion that it brings pressure on government
to best meet the needs of all its citizens.  

The United States Council of Bishops wish
to call to our attention certain key moral issues
that should give us pause as we cast our vote. It
is important to stress that the bishops are not
here to tell us who to vote for but only to see that
all the salient points of any issue are thoroughly
examined in the light of Catholic teaching.

The Catholic approach to faithful citizenship
begins with moral principles, not party

platforms. Major public issues have moral
dimensions. Religious values have significant
public consequences. Our nation is enriched and
our tradition of pluralism is enhanced, not
threatened, when religious groups contribute
their values to public life. The bishops believe
that these themes are important to our
understanding of the issues that will be placed
before us in the coming campaign. Below are
the key moral themes at the heart of our Catholic
social teaching.  

1. Life and Dignity of the Human Person.
Human life is a gift from God. As such we
have the duty to defend human life from
conception until natural death and in every
condition.

2. Call to Family, Community, and
Participation.  The human person is not
only sacred but social. The God-given
institution of marriage between a man and a
woman is central to our beliefs and serves as
a foundation for our social life.

3. Rights and Responsibilities. Every person
has a fundamental right to life. Each person
also has a right to the conditions for living a
decent life – faith and family life, food and
shelter, education and employment, health
care and housing. 

4. Option for the Poor and Vulnerable.
Scripture teaches that God has a special
concern for the poor and vulnerable.  The
Church is calling on us to embrace this
preferential option for the poor and
vulnerable by embodying it in our lives and
to work to have it shape public policies and
priorities.

5. Dignity of Work and the Rights of
Workers The economy must serve people,
not the other way around. If the dignity of
work is to be protected, then the basic rights
of workers, owners and others need to be
respected.

6. Solidarity. We are one human family.
Loving our neighbor has global dimensions
in a shrinking world. At the core of the virtue
of solidarity is the pursuit of justice and
peace.  Pope Paul VI taught that “if you want
peace, work for justice.” 

7. Caring for God’s Creation. The world that
God created has been entrusted to us. Our
use of it must be directed by God’s plan for
creation, not simply our benefit. We show
our respect for the Creator by our care for
creation.

The 2004 elections and the policy choices
we will face in the future pose significant
challenges for our Church. The call to faithful
citizenship raises a fundamental question for all
of us. What does it mean to be a Catholic living
in the United States in the year 2004 and
beyond? As Catholic citizens, we have the duty
to participate now and in the future in the
debates and choices over the values, visions, and
leaders that will guide our nation.

Be looking in the Christ the King Church
Bulletin for further statements and updates on
Faithful Citizenship.

Faithful  Citizenship

Continued from page 6
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by Frank Becht

On Sunday March 21, 2004, the
Diocese of St. Augustine held its annual
Respect Life Pilgrimage at Cathedral
Basilica, St. Augustine, Florida.

This year, 2004, marks the 25th

anniversary of the first Pilgrimage for
Life in the Province of Miami. On March
25, 1979, the people of Florida gathered
at St. Leo Abbey, Florida with their
Bishops to pray for an end to the assaults
on life, especially unborn life. Each year
since that time the Diocese of St.
Augustine has celebrated life on the
Sunday nearest the Feast of the
Annunciation. March 21, 2004 marked
the 20th anniversary of our Diocesan
Respect Life Pilgrimage.

The ceremony included a scriptural
Rosary at 2:30 p.m. followed by the

Eucharistic Liturgy celebrated by our
Bishop Victor Galeone. Immediately fol-
lowing Mass, Bishop Galeone presented
awards to the winners of the Respect Life
Poster Essay Contest of the Diocesan
Grade Schools.

Before the afternoon ceremony,
Respect Life banners, which had been
prepared by each parish attending the cel-
ebration, were hung along the inner  walls
of the Cathedral. Many were very colorful
and descriptive.

Christ the King was honored to have a
beautiful banner that had been made by
Julie Middleton Rushing, the daughter of
Christ the King Respect Life Coordinator
Jim Middleton. Julie is currently a mem-
ber of St. Matthew’s Parish. Thank you,
Julie, for your hard work and labor of
love.

Respect Life Pilgrimage

Penance Service - Bearing the Burden
by Landa Paladini 

On March 29th of this year our
Lenten Penance Service took place
led by the presiding priest, Father
Neil Carr. It was a touching service
in which we, the parishioners of
Christ the King, had the opportuni-
ty to look inward and reflect over
areas in our lives that cause us to
move away from God.

What could have been more apt
than the story of the woman caught
in adultery to lead us to examine
our own sinfulness?  Even though
we are reluctant at times to admit it,
we are all sinners of one kind or
another.

Father Carr began by telling us
of a very interesting coincidence
concerning the sayings and teach-
ings of Buddha and of Christ.  The
thoughts were written down by

groups of monks, Buddhist monks
and Christian monks, but separated
by 1500 years and two distinct cul-
tures.  What is surprising is that
even though there was more than a
millennium between their writings
both groups made the same doodles
in the margins of their manuscripts.
What were the doodles?  In both
cases they were of a dragon with
wings which symbolized man as
being part angel and part animal.

Father then made the point that
we have the power to crawl on our
bellies or soar to great heights.  He
asked, “Which plays the greater
role in your life?  Is it your animal
instinct or the angel instinct?  Who
wins?”  Father said that it should be
obvious that the one we feed the
most is the winner.   There are times
in our lives when we let those ani-
mal instincts spin out of control.

As you know it is a constant tug of
war that we contend with much of
our life.  

Sometimes we allow our ani-
mal instincts to roam free within us.
We all suffer from this affliction
one way or another.  The great
evangelist, St. Paul, apparently
wrestled just as we do.  Just listen
to his words.  “The good thing I
want to do, I never do; the evil
thing which I do not want,- that is
what I do. But every time I do what
I do not want to, then it is not
myself acting, but the sin that lives
in me.”  Romans 7:19/20  That
statement is very comforting to this
writer. Many times in my life after
leaving the Confessional I am sure
that I will never do such and such
again. But guess what, it isn’t too
long before I disappoint myself
again.  Of course, the sins grow

lesser as age grows greater but the
tendency to slip is still very much
there! 

Father Carr summed it up per-
fectly when he said, “We are bro-
ken vessels, damaged goods.
Everything God created has a crack
in it.”  These are devastating words
to the sinner.  It points the finger
directly at me but Father did not
leave us there.  Hope is reborn with
these healing words.  “It is through
those cracks that the grace of God
flows through our lives.” 

Father concluded with words
from the St. Theresa, the Little
Flower, who said, “We have to bear
patiently the burden of being dis-
pleasing to ourselves.” 

After a period of reflection the
parishioners were more than ready
for the grace of God to flow
through the cracks in their lives.
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by Frank Becht

Many feel the Christian world
is experiencing a crisis that is
unlike anything experienced since
the days of the Crusades in 1095
when the east and the west first met
on the battlefield. This was a time
when Islam consumed half of the
Christian world. We have a threat
to Christianity that is unequalled
even by Communism, Nazism, the
Spanish Inquisition and Abortion in
the United States. Islam has
emerged again as a great threat to
the entire world in the form of al
Qaeda terrorists and “Islamic fun-
damentalists.” 

What is Islam?

Islam is a religion taught by the
Prophet Mohammed in the A.D.
600’s. Mohammed was an Arab
who was born in Mecca in 570
A.D., who believed he had been
sent to destroy the idols of the hea-
then Arabs and to teach them to
worship God. He preached there
was only one God, Allah, and that
he was Allah’s messenger.

Islam portrays itself as a reli-
gion of  “peace.” Even the leaders
of our country, for public relations,
have tried to portray Islam as such;
there are many factors that reveal
Islam as a religion of “conquest”
instead. Most Muslim scholars see
the world divided into two “hous-
es” – the House of Peace and the
House of War. Without doubt the
majority of Muslims belong to the
House of Peace. Unfortunately, the
other faction, who have not submit-
ted to Islam, belongs to the House
of War.  These militant Muslims
want political control of every
nation. This has been a growing
trend in the Islamic world, although
it is not the desire of the majority of
Muslims. There are many examples
of this situation today. There is not
a truly democratic Muslim country
in the world. Islam is a religion and
a political ideology, which does not
allow for political freedom. History
tells a story of the militant Muslims
and the turmoil since the time of
the Crusades.

In recent years, Islam has been
making inroads in countries that
until now have not had much of a
Muslim presence. For hundreds of
years Islam was in a moribund
state. Things have changed and
Islam is on the move.
Unfortunately, much of its presence
is felt through terrorism worldwide.
If you consider the more recent ter-
rorist incidents, most have been
perpetrated by Muslim fanatics- the
Munich Olympics, Achille Lauro
hijacking, the World Trade Center,
the Philippine tragedies, the
Indonesian “Bali” tragedy, the
Madrid Spain train bombing and on
and on.

Mohammed, the founder of
Islam, set up his religion as a “war
machine,” he was a military and

political leader not just a religious
leader. At first Mohammad did not
use force but as things changed,
Mohammad claimed that “revela-
tions from Allah” were saying
“Prophet , make war on the unbe-
lievers and hypocrites and deal rig-
orously with them. Hell shall be
their home.”(9:73) Many point to
the numerous Quranic texts where
Mohammed commands his follow-
ers to fight and subdue all who
resist Islam.

On the other hand, Jesus Christ,
the founder of the Christian world,
was religious only, coming into the
world, not as a king the Israelis
hoped for but died on the cross for
the salvation of mankind. “The
God of Islam is not the same God.
He’s not the Son of God of the
Christian or Judeo- Christian
faith…,” says Franklin Graham.

Many other Christian evangel-
ists likewise feel strongly about
Islam and have spoken out publicly
about the evils of Mohammed.
Locally, Dr. Jerry Vines, Pastor of
Jacksonville’s First Baptist Church,
was one of the first to go on record
concerning the evils of Islam.
Others include Jerry Falwell, Pat
Robertson, Daniel Pipes, Steven
Emerson and D. James Kennedy. 

Islam’s History

What has made Islam a world
religion is not its theology but its
military success. Islam has a mea-
ger theology. It is said there are
very few beliefs that one must
accept to become a Muslim. 

In the seventh century, the
Muslims conquered lands as distant
from Arabia as Spain and parts of
India. They threatened several
times to go up through Europe but
stopped only through the interven-
tion of Providence.

At one time Africa was largely
a Catholic continent with many
bishops in North Africa; today
there are none. Muslims have
oppressed the Christians  so that it’s
hard to find a Catholic. Sudan and
East Timor are other examples of
Muslim oppression, eliminating
Christianity. Wherever Islam has
taken hold, non-Muslims are
oppressed.  They are deprived of
political rights and squeezed out of
their existing religion into Islam to
survive.

Muslim countries are not dem-
ocratic; they are anti-Christian and
anti- Semitic. They are for govern-
ments with Islam as the religion
and political system. Saudi Arabia
is an example of an oppressive
country with only one religion,
Islam. While most Muslims consid-
er Saudi Arabia as corrupt, it is
nonetheless the “keeper of Islam”
and the center of the Muslim world.
There are no Christian churches. It
is illegal to celebrate Mass. To
become Christian is punishable by
beheading.

Christianity  vs.  Islam
They seek to rule the world by

conquest. Yes, Christianity seeks to
convert the world; that is our
charge, but in a peaceful way.

Catholic Attitude

Not much has been said by the
Catholic Church. Several Catholic
columnists and editorialists contin-
ue to speak out about this so called
“World Crisis.”

Cardinal Cristoph Schonborn,
Archbishop of Vienna, Austria,
recently spoke to a large audience
of Catholics at St. William’s Parish
in Naples, Florida. Cardinal
Schonborn played a key role in a
2001 meeting with Mohammad
Khatami, a religious and political
leader of Iran. Cardinal Schonborn
indicated the most difficult point of
contention between Christian and
Islam faiths is the fact that both are
dedicated to being “universal and
missionary.”

Both have goals to convert oth-
ers to their faith. He went on to say
that these firm beliefs can cause
conflict and religious wars.

Cardinal Schonborn indicated
that as Catholics we must totally
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God who built the Church
through St. Peter. He stated his
mother told him as a boy “If you
don’t believe Jesus is God, then our
faith is in vain.” Another point he
emphasized is that a universal
church can only be realized
through love that excludes holy
wars or conflict.

What should we do?

Cardinal Schonborn empha-
sized that Christians and Muslims
value an afterlife and therefore
value living responsibly on earth.
He confirmed, “ Our faith teaches
us to stand to our faith, profess it,
confess it, promote it and love our
enemies.”

Many of our Catholic brethren
feel strongly about this because of
the events taking place since 9-11.
Muslim militants continue to ter-
rorize the world; as a result it is dif-
ficult to look and think kindly upon
our Muslim brethren. Many such
terrorists continue to live in the
United States amongst their God-
fearing Muslim brothers.

Through dialogue we must con-
vince our Muslim brothers to help
us to eliminate terrorists from our
midst for a safer life for all of us.
We must convince our fellow
Muslim Americans of their obliga-
tion to be living examples to their
fellow Muslims, through their full
integration into the American way
of life. The quality of life they have
come to realize as American citi-
zens is something others seek also.
Would they be here to awaken us to
our beloved Savior or to begin their
process of conversion?

As Catholics we must practice
what we preach; love your ene-
mies. Let us realize that they are
our brothers created by God, just
as we.

Mary, Queen of Earth
Hail Mary full of grace

You are the Queen of the human race.
If I pray the rosary.

You will smile happily.

Holy Mother Queen of light
You will help us not to fight.
Blessed mother you are great.

We will know you’ll never hate.

Mother Mary make me feel better.
Can you please tell me your favorite letter.

Blessed Mary very sweet.
You’re the person I want to meet.

Lovely Mary Queen of all.
Who will take you to a ball.
Holy Mother Queen of us

You are a person full of trust.

by Peabo B (5a)
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The Grandest Tree
Dedicated to Granny

by Kevin O’Neal  

Long ago an acorn fell to the ground.
It sprouted and became the grandest tree around.

The tree was tall and beautiful, healthy and strong.
Her roots were deep and her reach was long.

The birds sang from her branches up high,
the children climbed her, pretending to fly.

The squirrels played chase to the buzz of the bees.
Yes, everyone loved that magnificent tree. 

Nearly a century the tree did stand,
not one more hearty in all the land.

But in the circle of life, all things end
so that life can begin new again.

Now in that place where the tree once stood
stand six more trees, all strong and good,

with 22 more to take their places
and 39 saplings fill the open spaces.

This beautiful grove, her legacy,
all began with just one seed.

All those trees would never be
if it weren’t for that original tree.

When she fell, angels heard the sound,
of an acorn falling to heaven’s ground.

In paradise, forever she’ll be 
God’s newest most beautiful and favorite tree.

In Memory -- One of Our Gems-- Erma Lee Wiles Aderhold
by Darlene O’Neal

Erma Lee was born on August
5, 1909 in Jacksonville, Florida
where she lived her entire life.

She was the daughter of Harley
and Lima Wiles and the sister to
three brothers, Frank, Alex and
Emmett, all deceased. Her
grandfather, John Wiles, pastured
dairy cows in what is now the San

Marco area. He  donated the land
on which Landon High School was
built. John Wiles also had a brick
yard where the original bricks were
made for the brick road that led to
the beaches. 

Erma Lee was the widow of
John Franklin Aderhold, a building
contractor, to whom she was
married for over fifty years. She
was proud that Frank joined the

Catholic church several years
before his death. 

Erma Lee was one of the
founding members of Christ the
King  Catholic Church. She
attended Mass at Jacksonville
University, first in a portable
building, then in the gym as more
people came. She saw the ground-
breaking of the first church
building on the present grounds
and remained a faithful parishioner
until she was no longer physically
able to attend Mass. Nonetheless,
she continued to send in her weekly
envelopes even when she was
living at her daughter’s house in
Seville, Florida. Even when times
were hard, she always managed to
have some money for her church.
She was a perfect example of what
stewardship is about.

When she was younger, she
helped with school carnivals and in
the cafeteria. Her brother, Emmett
and his wife, Florence, were
original members of what is now
known as the Beautification
Ministry.

Erma Lee was the mother of six
children; Lima, Betty, Johnny,
Darlene, Tommy and Joy. She was
and will always be remembered as
"Granny" to her twenty-two
grandchildren and thirty-nine
great-grandchildren. Erma Lee
always remembered each child’s
birthday and gave them a two
dollar bill in their card.

In her earlier days, Erma Lee
was an active member of
Assumption Catholic Church
where she belonged to one of the
Circles and where she looked after
the nuns at the school, making sure
they had something to eat when
times were tough.

She was a caregiver throughout
her life.

Erma Lee was a living history
book. She loved to tell stories about
the old days in south Jacksonville
where she grew up; stories about
the trolley cars on Hendricks
Avenue that she and her brothers
would ride to the end of the line,
get off and help turn the cars

around to ride back to town, the old
skating rink where the teenagers
went to dance, the Ostrich farm at
the foot of the Acosta bridge, in
fact, she knew the Acosta family,
and the ferry that crossed the river.

These are just some of the
stories she liked to share with her
children and grandchildren.

Erma Lee was also proud of her
Minorcan heritage. The Llambias
House in St. Augustine belonged to
her ancestors and on her eighty-
fifth birthday, she and a large group
of her family were treated to a tour
of the house, where she told as
many stories as the curator.

Erma Lee was devoted to her
family and her church.

She left this life on earth to join
her Heavenly Father on April 23,
2004 at the age of ninety-four
years, eight months and eighteen
days. She leaves behind quite a
legacy.

At her funeral mass, Erma Lee
was still surrounded by her large
family. Her grandsons, Frank,
Philip, Mike, Hardy, Patrick, Kevin
and Scott were her pallbearers. Her
granddaughters, Fay and Deanna
and great-granddaughter, Laura did
the readings and intentions. Her
God-child, Lorraine,
granddaughter, Donna and
daughter, Darlene, carried the gifts.
Her grandson, Kevin, reminisced
about the good times at Granny’s
house, where she always insisted
you have some pound cake and
iced tea. He also read a poem that
he had written the day before for
Granny. Great-granddaughter,
Megan, read an interview with
Granny that she had written when
she was much younger, one that her
mother had saved. It was filled with
humor and nostalgia. Great-
grandson, Ryan, sang the closing
hymn, Amazing Grace, for Granny
as family and friends left the
church. Erma Leeb s family was
her life for over ninety-four years
and  what a beautiful tribute to a
wonderful mother and
grandmother.

by Padre Carr

Este verano yo voy a viajar a Guadalajara donde por un mes estudiaré
la lenguaie español, esperañdo adquirir una fluidez en el lenguaje y
regresarme realmente hispanohablante.

Mientras estoy ahí, viviré con una familia mejicana y asistiré a una
escuela donde seré enseñado en una clase en que seré sólo, o con uno o
dos otros estudiantes - seis horas cada día!

De esta familia no sé nada, pero tengo algunas esperanzas. Espero,
por ejemplo, que tenga algunos niños con quienes pueda conversar en mi
español elemental, y que tenga un perro agradable con quien puedo jugar.
También espero que el padre sea un hombre hecho y derecho y que su
esposa sea cariñosa y comprensiva.

Claro, necesito un espacio especial para mi perro-guía, mis pájaros,
mi mono domestico y mi silla de ruedas. Quiero celebrar la misa en una
iglesia cercana cada día con permiso del pastor. Pero eso veremos.

Durante mi tiempo en Mejico, trateré de viajar al grandísimo
santuario de Nuestra Señora de Guadulupe, para rezar ahí por todos los
miembros de nuestra paroquía de Cristo el Rey. Por favor, recen por mi
seguridad y mi salud mientras esté afuera, - si Uds. no tienen otros planos.
Gracias!

El Julio Que Viene

Erma Lee Wiles Aderhold
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Having aHaving a
Great Day!Great Day!

How often have we heard of someone doing something especially
nice for another person and the thought of it makes us glow inside?
Reflecting on it later, we announce in the secret recesses of our soul, “I
wish I had done that.” If we were fortunate enough to have been the one
who performed the good deed, we would most assuredly experience those
happy feelings. Anyone who has ever made a Cursillo or Kairos weekend
would easily identify this as a “Close Moment With God.”

Such an occasion occurred during a weekend just before last
Christmas and involved three members of the Men’s Association of one
of our local Catholic churches. The recipient of the good deed was Father
Al Sieradski, a resident in the home for retired Redemptorist priests in
New Smyrna Beach, Florida. While in the past, Father Al was never
stationed at the church the Club members attended, he did come once in
a while and celebrate Mass there, so the men got to know and like him.

On that particular Saturday morning, three men left Jacksonville
about 10 a.m. but all the construction on I-95 South made for slow going
and they did not arrive until just before noon. Entering the building, they
were warmly greeted by Father Al who was sitting in the large
livingroom. Although the other 15 residents gathered at tables enjoying
lunch in an open dining room close by, Father Al knew he was going out
for lunch so he had not joined them.

A couple of the men eating lunch got up and came in to welcome the
visitors too, offering suggestions on good places to eat in the area. A
choice was made for a restaurant quite near the ocean. Soon 81 year old
Father Al was assisted to his feet, given his walker and four of us got into
the van and headed toward the beach. The old priest was as happy as a kid
on Christmas morning, repeatedly saying, “Isn’t it a beautiful day?” His
eyes glistened as he took in everything around him.

Norwood’s Restaurant, which was beautiful inside and out, was
located. Father Al struggled out of the van with his friends hovering over
him like a bunch of mother hens. Slowly, they made their way inside to a
table and a waiter soon appeared with a warm greeting and the inevitable
question, “Can I get you something to drink?”....One of the men replied,
“Father, you’re among friends; get whatever you want.” He quickly
added, “I’m having a Bud Light.” With a low chuckle, Father Al joined in
with, “Well, since I’m not driving, I think I’ll have a little wine.” His body
may be having some problems but there was nothing wrong with his sense
of humor.

Later, each ordered his own choice of seafood and set about enjoying
a truly wonderful reunion. Father Al recalled his life as a young man in
Rochester, New York and, one after another, his friends related their own
humorous stories. Everyone laughed and joked for over an hour; it was a
most enjoyable time. Finally, the meal was over and it was time to take
the honored guest home.

All four men returned to the living room where the priest resumed his
position in his favorite chair. Small talk continued for a few minutes.
Then, almost as one, the three men knelt down on one knee beside the
priest and asked for his blessing - it was a very emotional moment.

Denis Farmer and Bob Neu got in the front seat of the van and I
climbed in the back. The reason I know how good you feel about doing
something like this is because I was the third Men’s Club member and
fully felt the “glow” we all talked about on the way home. Like Father Al
said, “It sure was a beautiful day” - for him and for us, too.

The Ministry of Hope is the new bereavement ministry started here in
January. One of the most stressful times of our lives is understanding the
death of a loved one, whether sudden or expected. Many times, it seems
as though our entire life has been shattered. We are often in shock and can
barely remember our names; yet, we are called upon to make many
important decisions, such as notifying relatives, making and deciding
what type of arrangements we need made. Along with calls from the
funeral director, we have people calling who have already heard about our
loss and want to help in any way they can. This is where the Ministry of
Hope steps in and tries to ease the many burdens that have suddenly been
thrust upon us.

There are many of our parish family members with no family in the
area and, because of advanced age, most of their friends have also died or
for some reason they are not currently active in any particular ministry.
These are the people who most need our help. Christ told us to “Love our
neighbors as ourselves.” He did not mean only the neighbors that we
choose as close friends. I believe that all parishioners deserve a
comparable funeral. Everyone needs to know that their loved one
mattered.

The Ministry of Hope  wants to help you in any way we can during
this stressful time.  Perhaps we can help make calls for you? If you do not
drive, we can help provide transportation or pick up a relative at the
airport or bus station. A gathering after the funeral, in order to share
stories about your loved one, is very important.  We can arrange for you
to have one of the social halls at your disposal following the funeral Mass
or burial. This is a service provided for our parishioners at no charge. Can
we help by providing some homemade baked goods or other food or do
you want us to help you coordinate a catered (you would hire the caterer)
affair? Either way we will take care of coordinating by setting up the hall,
cleaning up afterward, and packing up the leftovers for you to take home,
or if you desire, get the leftover food to a local shelter.

The Ministry of Hope consists of all of the members of the parish,
your parish family. The funeral director will contact the church when a
death occurs. You will be asked if you would like the Ministry of Hope
involved. The rectory will contact me, Sue Pastorini, to start the process
or you may contact me yourself, my phone number is in the front of the
bulletin.

Once I am notified, the reception planning begins. The Shirley David
Hall is reserved. If you have asked us to help with the reception, I then
contact people to help. If you are or have been actively involved in one or
more of our many ministries, I contact the particular members of that
ministry to help with the food and/or  host(ess) duties. If you are not
involved in any particular ministry, I would contact the people in the
parish who have agreed to help with food and/or with hostess duties on a
volunteer basis. On the day of the funeral everything will be in place to
make it as easy as possible for you and your family.

Our goal is to help take some of the burden off of the grieving family.
That being said, we are in need of many volunteers.  The more volunteers
we have, the fewer times each will be called upon to serve. The volunteers
needed are those willing to provide a dessert or covered dish. After
providing for one funeral, your name will be placed on the bottom of the
list so that you will not be called for the next funeral. We are looking for
volunteers to help set up and host the reception.  People who might be
able to provide temporary transportation to and from Mass or to/from the
widow(er)’s group or grief group would be appreciated. Commissioned
Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors are available should you need them for
the funeral Mass.

We have also established a mutual help bereavement group which
meets in St. Mary’s room on Tuesday evenings from 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Here, you are encouraged to give your grief a voice.  It’s a safe
environment and all sharing stays within the group. Many helpful
grieving hints are dispensed as well. Articles, books and booklets are
available and can be borrowed. Priests are sometimes available to attend
as well.

If you feel that you can help us with this fast growing ministry, please
call the rectory (724-0080) or Sue Pastorini (221-7143) and leave your
name, phone number and how you would like to help.  It is our “Hope”
that you will join us so that we can make this ministry a huge success.

by Sue Pastorini

by Ray Walker
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by Darlene O’Neal

After months of instructions, Scrutinies, Day of Discernment, and
other rites, including a trip to St. Augustine to be presented to Bishop
Galeone, the RCIA class of 2003-2004 reached their goal at the Easter

Vigil. Sixteen men and women were welcomed into the Catholic Church
here at Christ the King parish. 

They are: David Briles, Angel Ekenberg, Julie Joseph, Avonn
Bungubung, Kimberly Carlson, Angeline DelRosario, Ba Thi DeVore,
Raylene Kinsella, David Krajewski, Celia Loudermilk, Marita McClellan,
Robert McCormick, Susan Roche, Felicetta Sharpe, Robert Sturdavant,
and Jeanette Sullivan.

Everyone gathered outside as the sundown service began with the fire
rite.

The church was in darkness when the people processed in with lighted
candles as the choir sang “Christ, Be Our Light”. The ceremony was
beautiful as David, Angel and Julie were baptized and then all of the class
received the Eucharist and were confirmed. Our priests, Father Thanh,
Father Neil and Father Roe again demonstrated what caring and spiritual
men of God they are, for the service could not have been more meaningful
and uplifting.

This was certainly a special time for the former catechumens and
candidates and their families. A reception was held in the Parish Hall for
the entire congregation to enjoy. James and team members, Mary, Roz,
Tony, John, Louie, Barry, Micah, Norma, Dawn, Carlos and Darlene
along with Father Roe worked hard to make this RCIA experience one
that the class will always remember.

Wow. I don’t know exactly how to
put into words, what my experience in
the R.C.I.A. classes has been like. I do
know that R.C.I.A. has definitely
enriched my life. A cradle Catholic, I
have grown spiritually and learned more
than I ever knew about the Catholic
faith. I have to say that I’m very grateful
and thankful to the team leaders, priests
and class. Their presence, words and
support have made the class truly
worthwhile and enlightening. I’d like to

think of R.C.I.A. as “my ticket” and just the beginning towards embarking
on my spiritual journey. I encourage anyone who’s interested in learning
more, to join or sit in - even if you’ve been confirmed. After all, it was
through friends of mine that I came to know R.C.I.A..  Now, I invite you.

Angeline DelRosario  

Words cannot describe the feelings
that went through me at the Easter Vigil
on April 10. Before the service that night,
I was very anxious and excited. I couldn’t
believe that night was actually here! It
was such a wonderful, yet very emotional
feeling to be baptized and confirmed.
Although I know it is always there, I
automatically felt the Holy Spirit
surrounding us. But most of all, I believe
receiving my First Communion was the
most uplifting. I looked over at our
director, James Scott, looking at all the
Catechumens and Candidates while we
were at the altar and could see how happy and proud he was for us - he
had tears forming in his eyes. This, of course, made me get even more
emotional!  Since my mother is a cradle Catholic, I have been brought up
learning about the Catholic faith, however, it was up to me to take the
final steps to commit myself to God and to the Church. I still had many
things to learn, but through R.C.I.A. and with the support of the R.C.I.A.
team, I was able to do this. I felt like I was part of a big family. But the
greatest thing is, I feel right at home and I know that I am.                       

Angel Ekenberg  

It has been quite a long journey for me to become a Catholic. I
contemplated becoming Catholic while attending Florida Community
College of Jacksonville, several years ago. In order to fulfill  the
requirements of my A.A. degree in Communications, I enrolled in several
theological classes. Through my studies and research on various religions,
I kept coming back to one constant factor, that all the early saints and
followers of Jesus, were all Catholic. Armed with this knowledge, I
promptly told my parents that I was going  to convert to Catholicism. My
parents were members of a local Baptist church, so when they heard my
acclamation, they were shocked. The pressure from my parents proved
too grave, so only after three Catechism classes, I had to excuse myself
from the program. I wanted my family to support my faith decision.  

Many years later, my older sister, Hope
E. Greig, announced that she and her
husband were planning to convert to
Catholicism and that they were joining the
Diocese of St. Augustine. I was expecting
some uproar from parents. Instead, they
were delighted. I asked what events had
transpired to lead them to this warm
acceptance of the Catholic faith. My
mother replied, “I have been watching
Father Groeschell and Mother Angelica on
EWTN.” I almost fainted after hearing this.
My mother also confessed that she had
been writing to a nun for several years, and she would support my
decision to join the Catholic Church. 

With the support of my sister and parents, I decided to join the
Catholic Church. I called the church office of Christ the King to find out
how to join the church. There, I was put in contact with James Scott. From
there, he enrolled me in the Catechism classes at Christ the King. The very
first day I walked into class, I knew my heart was right several years ago,
when I longed to join the church.  The information, teachings and lessons
provided during class collaborated with my own research and I felt
relieved to finally be “among the saints”  

At the first Catechism class, I met Darlene and Louie O’Neal. I asked
Darlene to become my sponsor, since my sister lived in St. Augustine and
could not make the drive into Jacksonville at night. To my delight,
Darlene agreed. Before Easter Vigil, I was asked to pick a Saint for my
Confirmation. I chose Saint Agnes of Assisi because of her commitment
to Christ and adoration of her older sister, Saint Claire of Assisi.  

Kimberly Carlson  

My experience in the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults was a
very positive one. I learned a lot about
the Catholic way of life and how it
affects my personal relationship with
The Father, The Son and The Holy
Spirit. James and all the other members
of the R.C.I.A. team were very patient
and answered any questions I had,
truthfully and compassionately. I look
forward to seeing all my new friends in
the future as I continue to explore my
faith.                                   

David J. Krajewski  

I joined R.C.I.A. because my fiancé and I, both cradle Catholics,
never received Confirmation and we are getting married this May. I had
received Baptism and First Communion, but was never confirmed. My
fiancé was baptized, but that was it. We heard about R.C.I.A. at Christ the
King through our very good friend, Carlos Thompson, who had just gone
through the program the year before us and raved about his experience. So
we decided to come here.  

RR..CC.. II ..AA..     aanndd    TThhee    EEaasstteerr     VViiggii ll

MMyy    RR..CC.. II ..AA..     EExxppeerr iieennccee

continued on page 21



Frank Redmond and Mary Helen Bittel
~ married: They were married in1947; children: two sons, Frank III and Donald; grandchildren: 3 girls, 2 boys;
employment history: Frank: He worked for the Railroad, and at the Regional Office of the Prudential Insurance
Company in Jacksonville where he retired. Mary Helen: She was a Domestic Engineer (which means she was a wife,
mother, homemaker and volunteer). In 2002 she won an award as outstanding volunteer from the Mended Hearts
Association. volunteer history: Frank: He was involved in the Holy Name Society, currently works with St. Vincent
dePaul Society Mary Helen: She was involved in Women’s Guild, CKCCW Together: They have volunteered for Scouts,
Nocturnal Adoration, Eucharistic Ministers (him since 1975, her since 1985), Sacristans, served meals at the Sulzbacher
Center for the Homeless, Mended Hearts Association. They have worked at Memorial Hospital, worked Health Fairs, par-
ticipated in Heart Walks.

Nick Debs and Julie Murphy 
~ married: They were married on June 12, 1954; children: They have raised a beautiful family of eight children: Joe,
Ann Marie, Denise,  Nancy, Diane, David, Tricia, and Tom; grandchildren: have 7 - wonderful grandchildren; employ-
ment history: Nick: He works in the “family business” - a grocery store. Julia: She worked for Southern Bell Telephone
Company for nine years but retired when her first child was born. volunteer history: Nick: From 1954 he was very active
at Christ the King; he did fund raising drives, was a member of The Holy Name Society, has been a Eucharistic minister
for years, a sacristan and currently is the sacristan coordinator. In high school, he served as a volunteer lifeguard at
Jacksonville Beach. Julia: She has also been active in Christ the King. She has been a member of Circle One and she has
been President of the CKCCW for two years She also has been Girl Scout Leader and a Boy Scout Den Mother; school
activities, worked bazaars, did fund-raisers. For years she has been a volunteer for the Cancer Society at St. Vincent’s
Hospital. Together: They are original members of Renew and have continued in Faith Sharing groups, currently as facil-
itators.

James “Jim” Middleton and Mary Ann Stephens
~ married: In the year 1952; children: six children, Stephen, Juliana, Susan, Patrick, Anthony and Cheri; grandchil-

dren:11 beautiful grandchildren; employment history: Jim: He worked in Civil Service at the Naval Air Station,
Jacksonville - he retired after 39 years of service; served one year during that time in the Air Force Reserves and about
two years in active service including nine months in Germany. Mary Ann: She retired as secretary with the Florida
Safety Council. volunteer history: Jim: He was very involved in the development of Christ the King, from the cen-
sus taking and fund-raising drives. He became a Grand Knight in 1976.  He has been the Chairman of Right to Life for
the Knights of Columbus Council and served as a lector for many years. Mary Ann: She has also been involved. She
was a member of Circle One from the beginning and served as treasurer of the women’s guild, CKCCW, Mom’s min-
istry and Roses for Life on Mothers Day for years. She is currently Secretary for the Nocturnal Adoration  Society
Together: Together they have been involved in marriage programs: Marriage Encounters, and Sponsor Couple
Program. They are current leaders of Band 8-Nocturnal Adoration and Catholics United for Life. They also belong to
Small Group Faith Sharing, Adult Education and Cursillo.

George Olin Middleton and Jane Rierson
~ married: April, 1949; children: three children- Michael Long, Jo Anne and Barbara Jane; grandchildren: one- love-

ly young woman named Cara June Titoni; employment history: Olin: He joined the Navy in 1942; in 1946 he went back
to Cecil W. Powell & Co. where he became Vice President of Administration and Bonds; he retired in 1988 after 48 years
of employment. Jane: She worked and volunteered at the American Cancer Society, retired in 1992. This year she will
also receive a 30 year pin for volunteering. volunteer history: Olin: He’s involved in the development of Christ the King,
from census taking and fund-raising drives to Queens & Kings. He was in the Holy Name, Ushers and Greeters, Bingo
Chairman for 20 years, Renew, daily Adoration and writes for the Courier. Jane: She is equally involved. She was very
involved with school functions, from making curtains for the classroom, providing playground supervision, working with
the Girl Scouts to kitchen duty for Bingo. She volunteers at the Christ the King Rectory. She has taken on the responsi-
bility of producing the Parish Bulletin. Together: They are both members of the Stewardship Committee.
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Thanks everyone for a wonderful  Ministry Dinner Celebration Even though the Choir Director, Fr. T. T. Nguyen, “Didn’t Know Susie” nor did he know
the words to “Don’t Fence Me In,” the entertainment was awesome! To Claretta Lamusga, “Thanks for the comedy.” She was great as MC. Roz Balsam’s recita-
tions made us all laugh till our tummies hurt. We had our own Mario Lanza who sang his parody of “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen,  and Will Camp sang “Make
the World Go Away”. We would be remiss if we forgot to mention “Elvis” Cas Casterlin. ~ Has Elvis left the building yet? A special thanks to our teens, Melanie
Johnson and Melisssa Leonard for their classical presentations. We also heard selections on the piano from some guy called “Anonymous.” We thank Pat Thomas
who organized this event. And to all those magnificent cooks, my tummy thanks you! 

There were approximately 125 people who attended the first Mass at Christ the King. At the dinner, four couples were honored for their
continuous 50-years of service at Christ the King. Thank you for your dedication!

FourFour Couples HonorCouples Honored at Christ the King Ministred at Christ the King Ministry Dinnery Dinner

Father Neil Carr gets
monkey for birthday
. . . meet “Able Abe”

What’s “In The News”
At The Rectory? Saying “Goodbye”

Below: Mary & Bill Boney
CTK’s Bookkeeper. After 10+ years

Bill retired and moved to Atlanta
We will certainly miss you!

Wills Workshop

Renovation



Arlington
Churches Together
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by Lucille Guzzone

Usually Confirmation is held
on a Saturday morning, but this
time, it turned out to be a pleasant,
but cool, Monday evening. In fact
the 7:00 p.m. hour lent itself to the
quiet reverence that goes along
with such a special event. Sixty-
three children of the parish,
dressed in white robes, received
the sacrament bestowed by former
Bishop Snyder. As usual, the per-
sonable prelate put the children at
ease with his comments about
morality and his detailed mention
of the letters which they had sent to
him at an earlier date. The chil-
dren’s choir and the altar servers,
who were brothers and sisters of
the Comfirmandi added to the fam-
ily atmosphere of the sacred event.

After the Mass, families and
friends were treated to a reception
in the parish Hall, where the bishop
made himself available for addi-
tional pictures. Teachers, Mrs.
Koch and Mrs. O’Connor, were
proud of their students.

The Newly Confirmed are:
Daniel Abney
Jerlita Asunto

Eric Barber
Steven Barnhart
Trevor Barrow

Juliana Bejarano
Chelsea Bergamo

Amy Cansler
Hannah Christian
Kaylyn Congden
Erin D’Antonio

Joey Diaz
Colleen Doherty

Shannon Donohue
Megan Easter
Rebecca Flagg

Christopher Glotzer
Patrick Golonka

Carlos Gonzales-Chavez
Morgan Harrell
Linda Hawkins
Susan Joost
Ann Juego

Matthew Klinkenberg
Alyssa LaBlanc
Jordan Lewis

Jon Paul Little
Sayhe Loayza
Carla Ludwig
Allison Lynch
Connor Marsh
Mark McCall

Kristen McLeroy
Maria Medina
Jordan Mikell
Matthew Mills

Megan Mitchell
Casey Mobley

Phillip Morency
Rachel Motel
Maxwell Mull

Emad Musharbash
Meghan Nagle
Zachary Neaves
John Nelesen

Amanda Nichols
Nichole Norton

Joey Peel
Ashton Pevy
Mary Pooler

Joseph Ramsey
Katherine Ramsey

Duncan Rein
Jessica Riggan
Erin Saunders
Ryan Scobie

Jocelyn Scott
Carly Shepherd
Theresa Smith
Jessie Stamper
Timothy Toledo

Justin Willis
Rebecca Yount

by Jean Sell

The Red Hat Society is a disor-
ganization of women over 50.  A
purple dress and red hat are the
only requirements, no dues, no
meetings, just fun.  The society was
formed April 25, 1998, in
California, now we are in 23 coun-
tries.  There are 2200 chapters in
Florida alone, 200,000 world wide.

April 25 being Red Hat Day
nationwide about forty women
joined Monsignor Vincent Haut
and attended 8:30 Mass at
Resurrection Church in full colors
of red and purple.  Not to be out-
done, Monsignor greeted the peo-
ple into Mass in a white alb and
Red Hat (golf).  Monsignor also
invited us to process out with him
at the end of Mass.  We were all
quite a conversation piece.

After Mass some husbands
cooked breakfast at the Knights of
Columbus Hall and all proceeded
over there.  These cooks honored
us with purple golf shirts and red
golf hats. 

We celebrate life with vim and
vigor and leave our worries behind.
Amazing what a red hat can do for
you.

For more information on the
“Red Hat Party Girls” of Arlington,
call Shirley 744-9522 or Jean, 744-
5937.

Fun and Friendship
After Fifty

by George and Elizabeth James
and Carol-Ann Black

Arlington Churches Together,
came into being almost a year ago
for the purpose of re-invigorating
our parish neighborhood.  Since
that time, we have had many meet-
ings; interviewed over 100 parish-
ioners; had many meetings; created
and correlated lists of concerns for
action by representatives of ten
other churches in the Arlington
area; had many more meetings—
still having meetings.  Our efforts
culminated in a Public Meeting
held on February 23rd where we
met with concerned city officials.
We presented to them concerns rel-
evant to maintaining and improv-
ing the livability of our neighbor-
hood.  They in turn pledged to work
with ACT to address  these con-
cerns—crime, appearance and
youth activities.  All nine churches
in our organization had the same
lists.  So there’s nothing new under
the sun.  There were close to 400
people overall in attendance.
Christ the King had the largest sin-
gle group— 76 active positive
parishioners.  

That was not the last meeting.
ACT has continued to work with
city officials to push our agenda
and get response from the city.  We
have met with JTA in an effort to
clean up the litter around bus stops.
We have met with zoning officials
in an effort to get scheduled sweeps
along main traffic areas.  We have
met the Sheriff and the local Police
Chief in matters concerning crime.
We have met with the Parks
Department concerning the youth
activities in the area.  We have
attended ShAdCo meetings.  We
recently attended a meeting to

protest a zoning change that would
allow a pawn shop/check cashing
business to open on Merrill Road—
just adjacent to a residential neigh-
borhood.  We have nothing against
pawn shops, per se, but in an area
where we are trying to rebuild a
community, pawn shops don’t fit.
We have also worked with local
concerns in an effort to “clean up”
the Arlington area.  Have you
noticed that Food Lion is now pick-
ing up its baskets?  Hooray and
thanks to Food Lion!!!

We have been really impressed
with the number of parishioners
who have become involved in
ACT.  So are the other Arlington
churches, including Resurrection.
Just keep coming and coming and
coming.  

Remember, the city cannot
respond to our needs if we don’t
make them known.  When you see
criminal activity, call 911 for some-
thing really serious or 630-0500
and report the activity immediately.
Attend ShAdCo meetings the sec-
ond Tuesday of every month at
Blue Cypress.  You will learn what
the police are doing for your safety
and you can raise your personal
concerns.  If you are concerned
about property appearance, truck or
bus parking or abandoned vehicles,
call 630-CITY.  Do not worry about
being identified to those you
reported.  That doesn’t happen.  

Please continue to support us
when we ask you to turn out for an
important meeting.  And bring your
neighbors and friends.  There is
nothing like a sea of faces to
impress a city official.   We will
bring more updates in future edi-
tions of the Courier.  We are fortu-
nate indeed to have this community
outlet to keep our parish informed.

Confirmation
Class of 2004

Jean Sell, Shirley Mosley, Monsignor Vincent Haut In their Red Hats
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by Frank Becht

Mark "Buddy" Vincent
Costello, Jr. was born in Tampa,
Florida, son of Mark Vincent
Costello of Pompey Hill, New York
and Nellie Fritz of Mahanoy City,
Pennsylvania. His parents were
married in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. Because of his
father's poor health, they moved to
Tampa, Florida in 1919. His father
worked for Steward Mellon
Company in Tampa. In 1928, at the
age of four, Buddy moved with his
parents to Jacksonville where
Mark, Sr. started Steward Mellon
of Jacksonville.

Buddy attended and graduated
from Assumption School when it
was only four rooms with four
teachers. In 1942, he graduated
from high school at St. Paul's,
Riverside. After graduation he
spent a short period of time at the
University of Florida before
entering the U.S. Navy where he
served from the latter part of 1942
to 1946. In 1954, at the death of his
father, Buddy took over the
management of the company.

June Elizabeth Sares Costello is
the daughter of Charles Franklin
Sares, Sr. and Elizabeth Pauline
Rodewolt. Her father from New
York and her mother from New
Jersey, met while passengers on the
same ship bound for Jacksonville.
They were married in 1917. June's
father operated Sares and Sons
Heating Company and built a home
in Gilmore, an area along the St.
Johns River, which is now known
as Fort Caroline. June attended

public grade school in Arlington
and graduated from Landon High
School in 1945. She then enrolled
in Nurses Training School at St.
Vincent's Hospital where she
continued to work after graduation.

The Costello family bought an
old home near the Sares' on
Gilmore Road in Fort Caroline  on
the St. Johns River that they
referred to as "the Camp". It was
here that Buddy became "fishing
buddies" with June's brother, Tom.
Things really developed after June
asked Buddy to take her to the
prom. They were married at the Old
Assumption Church on September
24, 1949. Buddy and June built a
home next to the "camp" and
continued to live there and became
founding members of Christ the
King in 1954. They moved to
Seabrook Cove Road, their present
home, in July 1956.

June and Buddy have a
beautiful family of eight children:
Mark Vincent, III, married with
four children, living in Matthews,
North Carolina; Margaret
Elizabeth, single, lived in
Jacksonville, died of cystic fibrosis
December 24, 1980, at the age of
29; Sharon Marie, married with
seven children, living at Ponte
Vedra Beach, Florida; Timothy
Paul, married with four children
living in Durham, North Carolina;
Daniel Thomas, single, lived in
Jacksonville, died of cystic fibrosis
February 7, 1967, at the age of 11;
Kathleen Ann, married with four
children, living in Somerset,
Kentucky; Michael "Sean" married
with five children, living in
Jacksonville; Siobhan, married

with two children, living in Lutz,
Florida. There are 26 grandchildren
and two great grandchildren. 

All the children attended and
graduated from Christ the King
School; all attended and graduated
from Bishop Kenny except
Timothy and Kathleen who
graduated from Sandalwood High
School. Daniel was unable to finish
school. Several attended college
and earned degrees. 

In 1965, Buddy and June began
to think of adopting a child. They
went to Father Larkin who
embraced the idea and helped them
adopt a child through Catholic
Charities- that child is Siobhan. She
became a part of the family on
January 28, 1966.

The Costello family was well
known in Christ the King for every
Sunday they paraded up the center
isle of the original church in single
file to the front pew. They filled the
whole pew. It was also interesting
that Siobhan, the youngest, also the
friskiest, would leave her seat and
head to the altar rail before she
could be stopped.

Both Buddy and June have
been and are still very active
members of Christ the King. As an
original member Buddy was
involved in most fund raising
drives; he participated in two
census efforts for the parish. He
was an original member of the
Holy Name Society. He joined the
Knights of Columbus in 1946 with
the Bishop Kenny Council 1951,
but transferred to Arlington
Council with its formation in 1959,
as a 3rd and 4th degree member. He
is a life- time member. Buddy is the

13th  original member of Nocturnal
Adoration which was formed in
1962; he has been the Leader of his
band for many years.  He also is a
member of Daily Adoration and
also served in the  St. Vincent de
Paul Society for eight years. Many
years ago, he partnered with fellow
parishioner Jim Fogarty to honor
Auxillary Bishop McDonough of
Jacksonville Beach with a breakfast
in St. Mary's Home.

June has been equally active
but she has had to split her time
between home and church
functions for she had two cystic
fibrosis children who required a
great deal of her time. She managed
to be a member of the Guild, Circle
7, St. Christopher, a member of the
Altar Society, Nocturnal Adoration
and Daily Adoration, the Christ the
King Clinic, and now she is in
Circle Five of Christ the King
Council of Catholic Women. In
addition, she served in the Christ
the King School Clinic for some
time.

Both Buddy and June are also
original members of Renew and are
currently active in Faith Sharing.
They have also been involved with
the I.M. Sulzbacher Center in
preparing evening meals. They
helped to transport the Do family
for English lessons when they
arrived in the parish.

The Costellos are an
outstanding family that has been
exemplary in its membership as a
founding family of the parish. They
have contributed much to the
formation of Christ the King.
Thank God for their presence!

THE COSTELLO FAMILY

CCTTKK    GGEEEE MM SS
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What’s Happening
at Christ the King
School ?
by Janet Morton

Christ the King School adopted the Open
Court SRA reading series in August, 2003 for
kindergarten through grade six, and the student
scores in reading have soared.  Creativity and
comprehension have been the centerpieces of
the program. The Open Court series, a
successful series for over 30 years, presents
instruction in the areas of decoding (learning
how to read), comprehension (understanding
what you read), inquiry and investigation
(learning to apply what you have read), and
writing (how to communicate with others in
print).  The series also features applications for
teaching spelling, vocabulary, grammar, usage,
and mechanics.

Kindergarten through grade six began the
year with plenty of new ideas, new computer
software, and listening stations for students.
Over the course of the year, classroom teachers
decorated with yearlong themes and integrated
cross-curricular applications of the new words
learned and stories read. Teachers infused
technology into daily lesson plans, and our
children became fluent readers.

The lessons presented daily throughout the
program tapped the creative side of both
teachers and students. In kindergarten, students
began “journal writing,” learned to write stories,
and ended the year writing and starring in a self-
created play. In first grade, the classes began the
year by learning interviewing techniques and
collaborative writing. One of the favorite
projects this year was the creation of a three-
dimensional community. A favorite second
grade’s project was the creation of butterfly
houses inspired from a story in their book that
actually gave them the dimensions to follow.

The third grade loved the “Build-a-Bug”
project where they investigated a variety of
insects and had hands-on presentations in class!
Fourth grade’s favorite project revolved around
the theme of “Risks and Consequences.” Fr.
Thanh, Christ the King School’s parish priest,
visited the students and retold the story of his
escape from Vietnam with his family. While
Father was visiting the fourth grade, he blessed
the classes’ rosary creations and related how his
family found strength in praying the rosary
during their ordeal. 

In fifth grade, their favorite unit was on
Astronomy.  The students worked in groups to
build their own spectroscopes. Fifth grade
teachers integrated this reading lesson with one
in their science series. The sixth grade’s favorite
theme revolved around the ancient civilizations
of Greece, Ancient Rome, Egypt, China and the
Middle East. Teachers were able to coordinate a
writing, speaking, and art project with this unit
that mesmerized their students for weeks.

The results for the mid-year testing showed
a vast improvement in all grades in fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension. The students
eagerly tackle new reading books and our
teachers see the fruits of their efforts. It has been
a wonderfully successful year.

ad campaign
a

Sweet reward

OurOur School at work and School at work and 
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By Valerie Lynch

That’s exactly what we all did
early (about 6:30 a.m.) on Saturday
morning, April 24. We began
gathering, setting up and
organizing for our big day. It was
Christ the King’s SPRING
CARNIVAL 2004.  It all fell in
place and the carnival officially
began at 9:00 a.m. We gathered
together for a little prayer and
welcomed our morning volunteers.
The day was starting to get very
busy and activities were all around
us. 

The booths were up and
running. Pick a lollipop, choose a
duck, toss a bean bag and throw a
dart. Beat the dealer in the fifth
grade booth or try your luck with
the Girl Scout cookie toss (blinko).
There were all kinds of booths -
just pick your choice. 

Ms. Mitchell’s Dance Studio
was now ready to perform, dressed
in their colorful costumes and they
performed beautifully. The kids
were lined up for the bouncing
moon walk. The rock climbing
wall was in place and the children
were excitedly waiting to climb
and ring the bell. Caricatures were
being drawn and balloons were
being shaped. 

The parking lot was filling up
nicely with the students eagerly
waiting to dunk the courageous
priest, teachers, administrator,
people from maintenance and
coaches, in the dunking booth. On
the ball field the kids were putting
on their helmets anticipating a cool

ride on Stu’s Motorcycle around
and around the field. 

The wonderful aroma of the
sausages, hamburgers, and hot
dogs was in the air. Popcorn was
popping. Cotton candy sticks were
twirling. Snow cones were
mounting and funnel cakes were
cooking. The delicious egg rolls
were disappearing quick, quick,
quick. 

It was now time for the Karate
School’s super demonstration.

The Life Teen band was setting
themselves in place, eager to begin.
The afternoon was filled with their
uplifting praise and worship. The
weather was glorious. Smiles and
laughter surrounded us all. 

The day ended with the
announcement of our raffle
winners. Thanks to all those who
volunteered and participated. We
had great fun and fellowship
because you were there. We’re
looking forward to next year.

We, the Family School
Association, wish everyone a safe,
relaxed and happy summer.

Your Family in Christ, FSA

Congratulations!!!!!
Raffle Winners
1st place - Joanne Wnuk
2nd place - Karen LeClaire
3rd place - Pedro Belen

Class Winners 1a - 3a - 7a
Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.

Share the Story
Share the Spirit . . . .

....at play
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LITURGY

Altar Server Ministry
Interested youth 5th grade or older
and who have received First Holy
Communion. Once trained, they are
entered into a rotating schedule for
the Masses. Contact Diane
Longenecker, 642-5168.

“Extraordinary” 
Eucharistic Ministers
As an “Extraordinary” minister of
the Eucharist during the Mass you
would be asked to join the priest at
the altar, partake in communion and
help the priest distribute communion
to the congregation.  Candidates are
chosen by the Pastor as recommend-
ed by the priests and staff members
of the parish.. Kathy and Richard
Daniels, coordinators, 743-9441. 

Visitation of the Sick
“Extraordinary” ministers bring the
Eucharist to the homebound or hos-
pitalized. John Porter, 721-0489.

Gift Bearers
Families, Individuals or Parish Ministries
who want to bring the gifts to the altar dur-
ing Mass.  Call Judy Zeaiter, 992-9591.

Lector Ministry
A Lector does the readings and the
Prayer of the Faithful at Mass. If you
would like to be a reader, call Lucille
Guzzone, 724-9617.

Music Ministry
Any individual who has a talent with
music or can play an instrument or
just interested in the Singing Choir,
Handbell Choir, Funeral Choir, or
being a Cantor for Mass, call Bernie,
724-0080.

Sacristans
We help prepare for the celebration
of Mass. For more information on
how you can be a Sacristan, call Nick
Debs, 744-8749.

HOSPITALITY

Mass Greeters
Welcome all who come to Mass. This
team may offer the only contact
many parishioners have in our faith
community. Great opportunity for
adults and families. Contact the chief
usher at the Mass you are attending
for more information.

Ushers
Men and women who commit to attend
the same Mass every week. They are
requested to wear a navy blue jacket and
to assist the  celebrant as needed.  Howard
Sell, 744-5937.

SPECIAL SERVICES

Altar Society
Individuals who care for the vessels, vest-
ments and linens used in the Liturgies.
Debbie Scobie, 723-3977.

Art & Environment Planning
Committee
Decorating the church and Gathering
Area, during different seasons of the
Church. Contact Terri Vogelsang, 744-
6310, for information on how you can
help.

Beautification Committee
Individuals and families who want to
beautify the church grounds.  Meet the
third Saturday of every month, 9 a.m.-
noon, in the church parking lot by the
fountain.  Come  join us in beautifying His
yard.  Robin Allison  641-2318.

Religious Articles Gift Shop
Volunteers staff the gift shop before and
after Sunday Masses. Maureen McCook,
642-2725.

Sunday Childcare 
For 10:00 a.m. Mass
Christ the King Childcare for your 1-4-
year-old child in the Child Care Center.
Free of charge. Care is provided by par-
ents and those students (13+) who wish to
obtain service hours. Must be willing to be
fingerprinted. Call Cassy Morency at 641-
8311 to help or for more information.

PRAYER MINISTRIES

Daily Adoration
We need people who are willing to sign up
for one hour a week so that someone is
praying all during the day. Adoration is in
the Sacred Heart Chapel, Monday-Friday,
from 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Call Claretta
Lamusga, 743-9998. 

Nocturnal Adoration
Held on the first Friday of each month
from 10 p.m.-6 a.m. There are eight
groups who rotate their hour each month.
If you would like to join us in this prayer
ministry, call Paul Ghiotto, 727-5040.

Prayer Network
One of our most rewarding ministries -
praying for others in need - spiritual, health
related, and other. Call Peggy Mills, 646-
9417.

ORGANIZATIONS

ACT
Arlington Churches Together
This new ministry is out to clean-up
Arlington. Call Mr & Mrs. George
James, 725-4952 for information.

Christ the King Council of
Catholic Women (CKCCW)
Our board meets monthly,
September-June, to guide our eight
circles who meet at various times
during the month. Our General meet-
ing is the last Thursday of each
month at 7 p.m. We welcome new
members.  Patrice Pruitt  645-6132

Widow/Widowers Support
For those who have lost loved ones.
For information contact Isabelle
Fusco, 724-5186 or read your bul-
letin for the next meeting date, place,
and time.

Ministry of Hope
If you have lost a loved you know the
anguish and suffering that goes with
that loss. Others have been through
this same trauma. The Ministry of
Hope brings those who have suffered
and those who are suffering together.
Call Sue, 221-7143 for information.

Elizabeth Ministry
This ministry deals with the joys,
sorrows and challenges of life during
the childbearing years and beyond. It
includes pregnancy/pregnancy com-
plications, birth, infant/child crisis,
special needs, miscarriage, stillbirth
and inant or child death. Call Wendi,
724-5579 for more infomation and/or
to volunteer. 

The Legion of Mary
Men and women who offer their
services to their pastor, to aid him in
performing spiritual works in the
parish. Members may be active or
auxiliary (praying).Weekly meetings
are held every Monday at 7 p.m. in
the rectory. Michael Mackin, 744-
6659.

M.O.M.S.  Ministry
Ministry of Mothers Sharing, is
designed to encourage prayer, discus-
sions, and friendships among women
of all ages. Beth Ethridge, 696-9726.

Queens and Kings (age 50+)
Our lively senior citizens socialize on the
second Sunday of each month from 1:30-
4 p.m., September through June. Do come
to enjoy! Call William Campbell, 724-
3777.

Respect Life 
We are a ministry wishing to make a
difference in people’s lives by sup-
porting the Saint Gerard House,
Project Rachel, Respect Life
Pilgrimage and the Diocesan Respect
Life Program. Sign up at the Time
and Talent Fair in November, or con-
tact Jim Middleton, 743-3953.

Christ the King Courier 
Interested in publishing a newspa-
per? We need  desktop publishers,
typists, proof-readers, reporters,
photographers, etc. We meet on
Wednesdays in the rectory at 7 p.m.
Judy, 724-0080.

Sponsor Couples
Married couples needed to help
engaged couples discern if marriage
is for them. Jim and Mary Ann
Middleton, 743-3953, for further
information.

STEWARDSHIP, PARISH &
FINANCE COUNCILS

Stewardship Committee
A committee appointed by the pastor,
who oversees the Time, Talent and
Treasure (TTT) program. Call the
rectory, 724-0080 regarding ques-
tions.

Finance Committee
Committee members selected by the
pastor. Their work on the council
should be considered a ministry with
a commitment to stewardship.
Contact Father Thanh Thai Nguyen.

Parish Council
The Parish Council is a consultative
body that the pastor can pray and
reflect with, and ask for assistance to
guide in the overall care/ministry of
the Parish and the enhancement of its
mission. Meetings are the first
Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
in the Rectory. Call Mike Mackin,
744-6659. It is made up of represen-
tatives (President, Chairperson or
Facilitator) from each ministry in the
Parish, as well as representatives
from the Finance Council, Christ the

King School, Christ the King
Daycare, Athletic Association,
Scouts, Knights of Columbus,
Marriage Encounter, Sponsor
Couples, and Wedding Coordinator.
Elections are held every two years to
elect a President, vice-president, sec-
retary-recording, and secretary- cler-
ical from the body of representatives.

ST. VINCENT dePAUL
PROGRAMS

Vincentians
We were founded by people who care
about the problems of those around
them. We care and would like you to
share the care with us. For informa-
tion on how to become a Vincentian,
call 807-7233, ext #1, and leave a
message.

St Vincent de Paul 
Emergency Assistance
We need volunteers to work in the St.
Vincent de Paul office in the rectory,
providing referrals, and assisting
people who need immediate help.
Hours are from 10 a.m.- noon,
Monday through Friday, call 724-
8442.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
ADULTS

Adult Education Committee
Committee to develop and imple-
ment an Adult Education program for
the parish. Program sessions are held
twice a year before Faith Sharing
Small Groups begin and are meant to
enhance faith sharing. Call Betty
Wheeler, 724-9662.

Faith Sharing Small Groups
Small groups of people meeting in
private homes to discuss the Sunday
readings, Scripture and current
events that effect our Catholic faith..
Contact Alick Hardie, 745-5971.

R.C.I.A.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Preparing people to enter the
Catholic Church through an inquiry
and catechetical process. Call James
Scott, 642-0059.

Emmaus
Young adults (18-39) coming togeth-
er in fellowship and to learn more
about their faith. Call Jenifer Little,
398-0978.

by Frank Japour

Since becoming involved on a daily
basis in the life of Christ the King Church
and School, I am amazed at the profusion of
activity that is associated with our faith
community.  One needs only look at the
Parish Bulletin to realize that the range and
scope of our ministries is as broad and
diverse as our parish membership.  Like
most of us, I tended to view my parish mem-
bership from a myopic perspective;  Mass
on Sunday, perhaps an occasional weekday
Mass, my family’s involvement with the
Life Teen Ministry, and the Christmas and
Easter “specials.” Thus fulfilling my stew-
ardship commitment of Time, Talent, and
Treasure,  I really didn’t give much more
thought to what goes on at “the church” or
what it takes to keep it progressive and
vibrant.  What I had so often taken for grant-

ed I soon came to realize requires an excep-
tional level of dedication, commitment, and
coordination. 

There are more than 80 full and part-
time personnel engaged in providing Day
Care, Elementary School, and Pastoral serv-
ices to our community of approximately
1150 families.  Coupled with a selfless cadre
of  volunteers representing 41 parish min-
istries and nine affiliated organizations,
Christ the King parish, soon to celebrate its
Golden Anniversary, stands among the elite
when it comes to meeting the needs of its
member families.  Like any family though,
we have our “ups and downs.”  Recent
changes in the “Stewardship Model” of
school enrollment has proven to be a chal-
lenge, and an opportunity to dispel any per-
ception of complacency. The children in our
school are the here and now future of our

FRANK’S THOUGHTSFRANK’S THOUGHTS

continued on page 19

Many folks want to serve God, but only as advisors.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
YOUTH

Religious Education for Students
Opportunity for students grades 1-8 to
learn/experience the Catholic faith with others
in their age group. Sessions held August -May
in the school on Wednesdays, 7-8 p.m. Sunday
Mass attendance required. Certified teachers
are always welcome to apply, and volunteers
are needed on a regular basis. Call Wednesday
evenings from 7-8p.m., 708-7416 or at other
times call Lucille Guzzone, 724-9617.

Vacation Bible School
A week long summer program (usually in July)
for children ages 4-11 years to help deepen
their faith and involvement in the Christian
community. Fun for everyone. Call Betty
Wheeler, 724-9662, for information.

PRE-TEEN PROGRAM

The Edge
This youth program is designed to minister to
boys and girls 6-8 grades of all faiths from
uniquely Catholic base. Call Melissa Balaguer,
398-1961; Lin  Stormatt, 725-7907.

TEEN PROGRAM

Teen Stewardship
Teens share their Time, Talent, and Treasure
with their parish, call Laurie Plotz, 725-9015.

LIFE TEEN PROGRAMS, 398-1961
Director: Nancy Powers

Coordinator: Christina Venezia

LIFE TEEN 
Youth ministry program with a strong focus on
the Eucharist. Meet Sunday for 5:00 p.m.Mass.
LIFE Night (fellowship) afterwards. Call
Christina, 398-1961.

LIFE TEEN - Core Team &
LIFE Goes On
Over 18, have a love for teens, and are not cur-
rently a parent of a teen?  Call Christina, 398-
1961, for more information on meeting times.

LIFE Support
Any adults, parents, relatives, neighbors, etc.
interested in supporting the LIFE TEEN pro-
gram. Membership is open to all. Activities are
creative, fun, exciting, and diverse, call
Stephanie Henry, 642-5754

Music for LIFE
Any adult with advanced musical skills who is
willing to help put teens’ faith, feeling and
thoughts about God into words through song
and praise. Call Phil Militante, 398-1961.

CHILD CARE

Child Care Center
Adults wanting to share their talents in three
different subcommittees: educational, plant
facilities, and fund raising, contact Theresa
Little, 724-7239.

CHRIST THE KING SCHOOL

Christ the King Catholic School
Grades Pre-K thru 8th grade. The principal is
Janet Morton. The school has many needs for
volunteers on a daily, weekly, and  monthly
basis. The school seeks assistance in the office,
cafeteria, library, and clinic. Volunteers are
needed as board members and business part-
ners, room mothers, and speakers. Help with
the  yearly golf tournament is also needed, call
724-2954.

SCOUTING PROGRAMS

Boy Scouts
Troop 5 sponsored by Christ the King Church.
Boys 6-12th  grade.  Meet Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.,
in the Scout Hut, call Fred Gardner, 720-0297

Catholic Scouting Committee
Adult individuals interested in providing youth
ministry through the scouting program.  Meets
four times a year; organizes and implements
“Catholic Camporee” for all Scouts once a
year; attend spring awards ceremony. Training
provided, call Donna, 641-0698.

Cub Scouts
Pack 5 sponsored by Christ the King Church.
Boys in grades 1 - 5. Dens meet weekly in the
Scout Hut, call John Nolen, 744-6573.

Girl Scouts
Girls of different age levels that meet weekly or
bi-weekly in one of the church halls after
school or in the evenings, call Stephanie at
641-3308.

SPECIAL ASSISTANCE

Advent Tree
A program that puts smiles on  faces of people
at Christmas. Those who share time and talent
in this ministry help put up the Advent Tree
with special paper ornaments. Parishioners
choose ornaments to take home, purchase the
gift, and return the ornament with the gift
attached to it. Volunteers are needed to help dis-
tribute the gifts to nursing homes, orphanages,
etc, call Trudy Cameron, 724-0511.

Habijax - Habitat for Humanity
Forms partnerships between those in need and
those who are willing to put their faith into
action by donating their time, talent, and treas-
ure to construct new homes,  call Bill Damato,
998-1417.

I. M. Sulzbacher
Individuals who give two hours of their time to
400-500 men, women and children the third
Tuesday of each month by saying grace, serv-
ing dinner, and cleaning up the kitchen, call Bill
Iglesias, Jr., 828-3586 or Ann Franklin, 745-
0627.

MEDICAL SERVICES

Blood Drive 
Twice a year Christ the King Church, along
with the Florida Georgia Blood Alliance, holds
a blood drive, call Karlene Simmons, 642-
8319.

Christ the King Clinic
Staffed by doctors, registered nurses, and ancil-
lary support people. They donate their services
the fourth Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m., call Willie Blaquiere, 744-5447.

Parish Nurse Ministry
Nurses who belong to Christ the King Parish
willing to volunteer their time and talent to sup-
port the ministry of health within the parish,
call Barbara, 724-1776.

AFFILIATED 
ORGANIZATIONS

Christ the King
Athletic Association (CKAA)
Serves children (ages 5-12, boys;  5-15, girls)
who believe that youth athletics provide valu-
able lessons in citizenship/teamwork. Also, if
you would like to contribute toward the cost
associated with registering a child for a
C.K.A.A. sport, call Tim Johnson, 727-7487.

Cursillo 
A Renewal movement of individuals in the
Church who want to deepen their faith and
enhance their walk with Christ, call Carl
Ludwig, 724 -8485.

K’ Cees
Organization of Catholic Women,  an auxiliary
of the Knights  of Columbus Council 4727.
They help/support the Knights.  Meetings are in
the Knights of Columbus Hall on the fourth
Tuesday of each month at 8:00 p.m. Call Laura
Morris, 220-7671 for information.

Knights of Columbus 
Organization of Catholic men and their families
dedicated to promoting concepts of charity,
unity, fraternity and patriotism. If you are a
practicing Catholic man,  at least 18 yrs. old,
and interested in fellowship with people who
share the same beliefs, call Mike Yarborough,
724-8983.

L ’ Arche Harbor House
Mutual ministry with members and assistants,
building community support and awareness to
the needs and gifts of the disabled members of
the L’ Arche Harbor House family, call Patrick
Mayhew, 721-5992.

OFFICE / RECTORY

Rectory Office Volunteers
Adults willing to volunteer a morning/after-
noon/all day Monday thru Friday 9:00 a.m.-
5:00 p.m.. Different positions available: recep-
tionist, clerical, computer operator. Call the
Rectory at 724-0080 for more information.

PREPARATION FOR 
MARRIAGE

Wedding Coordinator
Terri is the one to call to answer questions
regarding decorating the church for your wed-
ding. She also assists the priests in wedding
rehearsals. Please call Terri Vogelsang, 744-
6310 as soon as you set up your date with a
priest. 

Pre Cana/ Engaged Encounter
For information on upcoming workshops and
weekends, call 308-7474.

Marriage Encounter
A program designed to teach married couples
how to better communicate, to strengthen and
support Christian marriage.  Contact Emilo and
Theresa Gonzalez-Chavez, 721-0012.

CHRIST THE  KING M I N I S T R I E S

continued from page 18    
parish.  In case you haven’t
noticed, there is a promotional
campaign underway designed to
increase enrollment in our school,
and you are an integral part of the
success of the effort.  “Share the
Spirit, Share the Story, Share Christ
the King Catholic School” is more
than a mere phrase; it is a call for
each of us to promote the future of
our parish community. 

Yes, there are challenges.  In
addition to the school marketing
campaign,  we’ve recently promot-
ed a very successful school carni-
val and  a five week census cam-
paign; conducted graduation cere-
monies for the Day Care and 8th
Graders; hosted a Ministries’ din-
ner for approximately 200 volun-
teers,  and are currently painting
the parish campus, to include the
church, parish hall, and gymnasium
. . . before the anniversary extrava-
ganza of September 26, 2004.
Further, the Courier is nearing pub-
lication as I write and has kept the

staff burning the midnight oil for
the past month. Add to those the
“routine” activities of our 41 min-
istries

. . .  Whew!
Please feel free to jump in at

any time and help the 10 to 15% of
your parish community who con-
sistently step up to the plate to
make things happen around here.
Time and Talent are essential com-
ponents of Stewardship and yours
will certainly be appreciated.
Check the bulletin for the myriad of
opportunities to serve your parish
community, and in turn, our God. 

Volunteer!  

. . . The

rewards

are out of

this world!

Five Painters! . . . ?  
W ell, 

four anyway!

. . . taking a coffee break
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by Frank J. Redmond, Jr.

A brief history/recollection of
the early years of the Christ the
King Conference of the St. Vincent
de Paul Society.

In the late 1950s my father,
Frank J. Redmond, Sr., was
Treasurer of the Cathedral Parish,
St. Vincent de Paul Society
Conference in St. Augustine,
Florida. He approached me about
talking to Father Thomas Larkin,
pastor of Christ the King Church in
Jacksonville, Florida, about
organizing a St. Vincent de Paul
Conference in Christ the King
Parish.  At that time, Father Larkin
felt that the two men, Jack Cody, a
retired US Coast Guard
Commander, and Fred Willig,
another retired parishioner, were
sufficiently taking care of the needs
of the requests for assistance
received by the parish. Father
Larkin advised me that the St.
Vincent de Paul should be a future
parish consideration.

In December, 1960, Father
Larkin invited four parishioners to
a St. Vincent de Paul Society
organizational meeting to be held in
the school office on December 15,
1960.  At that meeting, chaired by
Father Larkin, an election of
officers was held.  The following
men were elected/appointed: Father
W. Thomas Larkin, Spiritual
Director, John Cody, President,
Frank J. Redmond, Jr., Vice
President, Eugene E. Busche,
Secretary/Treasurer, and Fred
Willig, Wardrobe Keeper (he made
sure our food and clothing
donations were stored in good
order). No other business was
transacted.

The first business meeting was
held on January 9, 1961, at 8:00
p.m. with all four members in
attendance. The first Treasurer’s
report showed that an income of
$46.55 had been received. It
consisted of a secret collection
from members of $6.55 and

anonymous donations of $40.00.  It
is interesting to note that
recollections recall of the first
donations that Father Larkin loaned
the Conference $25.00. No record
of the loan or its repayment was
ever made, as such.  In its 43+ years
existence, the Conference has never
been without the funds necessary to
do the work for which it was
organized and aggregated.  A recent
contact with Bishop W. Thomas
Larkin in Clearwater, Florida,
indicates that he does not
remember the loan but that the
recollection sounds good and
should stand.

It did not take very long for us
to realize that we needed more
members to respond to the calls
received at the rectory on Larkin
Road (two of us were still working
and made visits in the evenings and
on weekends). Father Larkin
accepted our recommendation to
admit Joseph Doris and he was
received in April, 1961. Robert
Mathews was received in
November, 1961. They were  two
highly motivated member/visitor
additions. As the need for new
members flowed and ebbed over
the years, new members were
accepted while others left for other
endeavors Over the years dozens of
wonderful men and women have
lent, their time, talents, and treasure
(in the secret collection at each
meeting) to our conference work.
Historically, our number of
members has always been
determined by the work to be done.
There were never any layoffs; it
just happened that way.  The Lord,
St. Vincent de Paul and Frederick
Ozanam were looking out for their
poor and distressed.  Although our
prime reason for being has always
been the sanctification of our souls,
experience has taught that meetings
and prayers are not enough.  St.
Vincent de Paul people need to be
kept busy with visits and contacts.

A few interesting events, early
on and over the years have
occurred to keep us on our toes.
While delivering Christmas baskets

during the early 1960s, we carried
food, a turkey and all the fixings
into a house and placed the box on
the kitchen table. On returning to
the car, we noticed that an order
was missing. On going back into
the house and the kitchen, there on
the table were now two boxes.
Needless to say, we then delivered
the purloined order to its proper
recipient.

In answering a call for food
from an elderly lady, we discovered
that she was seriously ill.  Since she
had no way to pay for needed care,
Bob Mathews and Pete Conlin took
her to St. Vincent Hospital
Emergency Room. While she was
being attended to by staff, Bob and
Pete looked up the nun in charge of
the ER. On determining that the
lady should be admitted for further
care and treatment, she graciously
told them to leave the lady with
them. After several days the rectory
was called and told that she was
much better and ready to go home.
St. Vincent de Paul had come
through again!

On a street on the St. Johns
River, a widow, Mrs. Hungerford,
owned and operated the
Hungerford Nursing Home. She
took in people with no families and
small Social Security incomes and
cared for them. Two of these were
Catholic.  We started taking them to
Mass at Christ the King Church on
Sundays.  Mrs. Hungerford asked if
we could provide some type of
recreation for three or four of the
patients.  We then, every other
Friday night, treated them to Bingo
at Christ the King. Monsignor
Danaher’s Bingo crew helped out
with weekly donations.

One of our first experiences
with transients was a couple and
their children from New York City
who were stranded without food or
gasoline for their auto. Rather than
a handout, they asked us to sign off
on a check so they could buy food
and gas at a convenience store.
They guaranteed that the check was
good (naturally).  A week or so later
the check bounced. Our treasurer,

Gene Busche, was a trouble shooter
for a national trucking line and
made trips to New York. Gene
looked up the secretary of the
National Society of the St. Vincent
de Paul and received a verified
address for our check writer. A
surprised occupant greeted Gene at
the door. The upshot was that Gene
received the cash to cover the
check and the fees. No more check
guarantees!!

Gene Busche was known to
occasionally become upset over
happenings that he considered
beyond the limits of honesty or
fairness. When he returned from
New York on the check situation,
he brought back with him a statue
of the peaceful St. Martin de
Porres, which had been given to
him by the National Executive
Secretary, Mrs. Virginia Russell.
The statue became our only icon,
until Gene later moved to Tampa,
Florida, with his family and took
the statue with him. 

In the 1970’s assistance calls
and expenditures reduced our bank
account to dangerously low levels.
One Sunday we distributed a flier
letter at all the Masses with
Monsignor’s permission. With our
appeal for funds, over $1000 in
donations was received that week.
What a beautiful, sharing parish –
just like today!!

The Arlington Rotary Club, at
the request of two Rotary members,
John (Jack) Heater and Crosby
Olinto, made one of their annual
charitable grants of $1000 to our
Christ the King St. Vincent de Paul
Society and another similar grant at
a later date. A cash grant was also
received from the St. Augustine
Diocesan Catholic Charities
Bureau.

What’s happened since 1987?
The conference has grown,
prospered and continued its work
beyond anything I ever dreamed.
None of this could have happened
without the wonderful support of
you, our fellow parishioners.
Thanks for the memories.

The St. Vincent de Paul Society
...recount His deeds

back row: Daniel Shashy, Vincent Dolan, James Testa, Mary Helen Redmond, 
Bruce Manning, Elenor Conlin. Frank Redmond, Jr, Msgr. Mortimer Danaher, 

Donald MacLean, Donald Podany, Edward Hoban, Vincent Unger, Andrew Shashy 
& Father Joesph Whitehead.  foreground:Georgia MacLean, Margaret Unger,
Linda Podany, Joan Dolan, Kay Matthews, Robert F. Matthews, Bud Costello,

June Costello, Mildred Manning & Mrs. Nelle
Photo taken by Vernon Nalle
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by Ray Walker

Of all the men and women who,
from the very beginning, helped
Father Thomas Larkin (later
Bishop) to build Christ the King
Parish in its arboreal setting, none
contributed more time, talent and
treasure than did the Irishman,
James C. Fogarty. Jim claims he
does not remember it but I recall
that he was so involved in so many
church related activities that many
of us who were his friends, lovingly
referred to him as “the bishop.” He
had built his house on Oakwood
Drive, just a few blocks away from
the church property in 1950 so he
was well established in the area
before September, 1954, when the
new parish was formed.

Jim Fogarty was born, October
3, 1916, in Brooklyn, New York,
across from Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Church to James (Big Jim), a
stock broker, and Agnes Fogarty.
He was the oldest of five children,
four boys and one girl. The latter
entered the convent and became a
nun, only to die quite young - a real
tragedy for the entire family.

Because his father began
teaching him to read when he was
only three years of age, Jim
actually began his schooling in the
third grade (not the first), at St.
Matthew’s Catholic School. It was
no mistake, because he not only
kept up with the advanced studies
but graduated from St. John’s High
School, run by the Vincentians in
1931 when he was only 15 years
old.

Those who are too young to
have lived at that time can not
imagine what life was like for
many people even with an
education. This was the depth of
the worst Depression this country
has ever seen. You worked at
anything you could just to survive.
Jim shined shoes in the subway and
delivered groceries during his

school years. Then in
1931 he could not believe
his luck, he got a job
working on a merchant
ship that regularly made
runs from New York to
Florida. The work was
terrible but the pay was
good.

It took the young
sailor only one trip to
Florida in the winter to
make him realize that this
was the place to live.
Before the end of World
War II he had bought land
in South Jacksonville. He
left the Merchant Marine;
bought a store on Atlantic
Boulevard; turned it into a
restaurant and ran it until
1948 when he went to
work for the Peninsular
Life Insurance Company.
More than a decade before
this, he had met “the prettiest girl I
ever saw” (Irma) in St. Petersburg.
She became a Catholic and married
him in 1934. They had two
children, Jack and Sally.

When Father Larkin landed in
Arlington late in 1954, Jim and
several others were waiting for
him. During one of the early
Masses in a wooden building on the
campus of Jacksonville University,
Father Larkin mentioned that it
would be good if the new parish
had some kind of a building of its
own where they could have Mass,
hold meetings and maybe run a
Bingo game. Jim Fogarty, Phil
Holmberg and Rufus, a black man
who was a great help, not only
raised the funds, but built the
structure themselves. This “Club
House” as it was called lasted 20
years until Monsignor Danaher had
to remove it in order to build the
new gymnasium, the King Dome.

From this auspicious
beginning, Jim Fogarty went on to
run the Bingo game; participate in

every fund-raising drive; work in
the Holy Name Society; and even
build the altar and communion
railing for the first Provisional
Church in 1957. Until 1966, when
he and his family moved to
Tallahassee, he was in the forefront
of just about every activity
involving men in  Christ the King
Parish.

The Acacia Mutual Life
Insurance Company hired Jim in
1950 as its agency manager in
Jacksonville. He also studied for
and earned the prestigious
designation as a Chartered Life
Underwriter (CLU) in 1954. Over
the years the insurance laws in the
State of Florida had been changed
repeatedly, so that by the middle
1960’s it was obvious that some
sort of order had to be restored.
Broward Williams, the Insurance
Commissioner, learning about
Fogarty’s expertise in this field,
approached him with the offer of a
job to recodify these burdensome

laws and regulations. The offer was
eagerly accepted, and Fogarty and
his family moved to a large piece of
land outside the capitol city where
he began working for the
government as Assistant
Commissioner.

As though the task of re-writing
all the insurance laws for the State
of Florida was not demanding
enough, Jim simultaneously
developed his acreage into a cattle
farm where he raised Black Angus
and Shorthorn cattle which, at one
time, numbered 450 head. He
remained as Assistant Insurance
Commissioner until 1973 when he
resigned to lobby for several
insurance companies. This lasted
until 1989 when he “retired.”

Irma died in 1989 and he
moved again to another estate on
the outskirts of High Springs,
Florida, about 20 miles northwest
of Gainesville. I emphasized the
word retired in the last paragraph
because Jim Fogarty’s idea of the
word differs greatly from its usual
meaning. In June of 1992 he
married Barbara Perry. Today, he is
a consultant on insurance matters
for the law firm of Perry and
Vloedman in Gainesville. At St.
Madelein’s Church in High
Springs, he is on the Stewardship
and Budget commissions as well as
the Parish Council. He is a
Eucharistic Minister, lector and
when needed, an octogenarian altar
boy. In retirement, he is as active as
most of us were when we were
working.

Jim Fogarty may not have been
an actual bishop but he has surely
contributed far beyond his share,
not only to our beloved Christ the
King Church, but to St. Thomas
More Church in Tallahassee and
now, St. Madelein’s in High
Springs. No one deserves more
than he the accolade, “Well done,
my good and faithful servant.”
Matthew 25:21

James C. Fogarty, A Man for All Seasons

Throughout my life, I went to
church with my family and when I was
younger attended CCD in middle and high
school. We didn’t go to church regularly
every Sunday; we went sporadically, but
we always made it a point to go near and on
the major holidays, Christmas and Easter.
We would go to church after the holidays
too, but then we got lazy. I guess we were
what you call “C & E Catholics”
(Christmas and Easter only). Sad to say, I
know.  

Going through R.C.I.A., I learned a lot
of things I never knew or remembered about Catholicism. Like, I didn’t
know you have to go to confession at least once a year; not to receive the
body of Christ if you haven’t gone to church; to genuflect in front of the
tabernacle; that there was adoration and the monstrance; that there was a
chapel behind the altar; why we genuflect before sitting down; bow before
receiving communion; where the readings from church came from; I
hadn’t picked up the Bible in years.  If I had never gone through R.C.I.A.,
I would have never learned all of this.

The thing that impressed me the most about R.C.I.A. is the people,
especially the team leaders (you all know who you are) and James. It is
very impressive to see people so devoted to the Catholic faith and who all
did everything possible to make our experience the best it can be. I am not
at the point in my faith like you all are; it will take time; but your example

inspires me to be more spiritual, faithful and closer to God.  R.C.I.A. has
shown me that I need to make more time for God and for the church; I
need to pray more and thank God more for all the blessings He has given
me. I also have a better appreciation of the church and its traditions. I see
R.C.I.A. as a stepping stone to becoming a better Catholic. I want to thank
you all for your time and efforts that made our R.C.I.A. experience truly
special. I would also like to thank the priests, Father Roe, Father Thanh
and Father Carr for all their help. Thanks. 

Avonn Bungubung (soon to be Avonn Kajewski)

The Lord blessed me with wonderful
people and three good priests in the R.C.I.A.
Last year I was miserable but I decided to
accept it. I was a mess, nothing was left in
me, only sin. R.C.I.A. gave me strength to
talk to and pray to God and give it all to God.
R.C.I.A. gave me strength to pray to and talk
with Holy Mother Mary. I began to love and
worship God and it brought me peace. I
accepted Our Lord and I said “yes” to God.
Walk the path, up and down, believe it, do
what He tells you — what a change!

I thought my life was to suffer, then, I
saw the film “The Passion of the Christ.” My Lord suffered more than me.
God gives us eyes, ears and a heart so that we can feel. I was so cold, now
a candle is in my heart, a light in me.

Ba Thi DeVore  
Footnote: Be Thi has not been able to choose a ministry in the parish. Her father
suffered a stroke and is paralyzed and she helps to care for him. For now, that is
her ministry.

MMyy    RR..CC.. II ..AA..     EExxppeerr iieennccee
continued from page 12
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by Frank Becht

The Emergency Pregnancy Services office located
at 1555 Oak St., Jacksonville had deteriorated to the
point that they had to move. They could not continue
to function; the space was not sufficient and when it
rained the roof leaked terribly requiring buckets to
catch the water. With the help of St. Vincent’s Health
System, EPS has the use of an old two-story mansion
at 1637 King St. (corner of Oak and King Streets) for
their use.

A considerable amount of work has been neces-
sary to convert this old home to an office since it had
been vacant for an extended period of time. Tracie
Cox, Executive Director, has enlisted various groups
to help in various phases of remodeling. The St.
Vincent’s maintenance personnel have been providing
ongoing support for several months. Various organiza-
tions have provided volunteers for many phases of
repair.

The Arlington Knights of Columbus were asked to
put the final coat of paint to the interior of the office.
On Saturday February 28th, 19 members of Arlington

Council and some ladies from Christ the King parish
gathered to do the job. They brought paint brushes and
rollers and ladders for a difficult task. Many worked
hard through the afternoon hours. Thank you #4727
and Christ the King ladies.  

Luckily, Tracie asked other groups, the Knights of
Columbus of Middleburg, Trinity Rescue Mission
Life Program and students of Phi Beta Delta
Fraternity at Jacksonville University, as well as indi-
viduals to  help as well. The Builders Care, an affiliate
of Northeast Florida Builders Association, was over-
seeing the project and provided freshly cooked ham-
burgers and hot dogs to the volunteers at lunchtime.
Over a period of several work hours, Tracie Cox esti-
mated that over 70 volunteers attended the work ses-
sion.

What a tremendous outpouring of support for
Emergency Pregnancy Services from a broad spec-
trum of our community. We have every reason to be
proud of our efforts and of many in our city for this
very important service to people in need!

Emergency Pregnancy Services, we are proud of
your dedicated support of those in need.

Emergency Pregnancy Services’ New OfNew Officefice

GGrreeaatt     JJoobb!!



AA TTreeree
My special tree stands up straight,
Even when hanging on the branch. 

We jump and swing and climb,
But the tree stands up straight.

Through rain and hail and snow,
Through winter, spring, summer, fall,

Through seasons all and all,
My tree stands up straight.

After all my troubles,
Ups and downs,

My tree stands up straight.
All my life to the end,

Even after the tree is gone,
It stands up straight in my heart.

That tree was always there for me.
For there is no tree.

All along, it was my dad.
My dad was there for me.
~~by Eileen Collins ~~ 
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ParentParents’s’ CornerCorner
On Mother’s Day
by Father Thanh

A friend of mine went to the County Clerk’s
office to renew her driver’s license. “Do you have a
job, or are you just a...?” the recorder asked. My
friend, fuming, snapped; “Of course I have a job. I’m
a mother.” The recorder replied; “We don’t list ‘moth-
er’ as an occupation ‘Housewife’ covers it.”

Well, I found myself in the same situation one day
when I was at our town hall. The clerk was obvious-
ly a career woman, poised, efficient, and possessed of
a high-sounding title, like “Official Interrogator” or
“Town Registrar.” She asked, “And what is your
occupation?”

I don’t know where they came from, but all of a
sudden the words popped out of my mouth; “I’m a
Research Associate in the field of Child Development
and Human Relations.” The clerk wrote my pompous
title in bold black ink on the official questionnaire.

The clerk said, “Might I ask just what you do in
the field?” I replied, “I have a continuing program of
research in the laboratory and in the field and already
have four credits (all daughters). Of course, the job is
one of the most demanding in the humanities, and I
often work 14 hours a day. But the job is more chal-
lenging than most run-of-the-mill careers and the
rewards are in satisfaction rather than just money.”

There was an increasing note of respect in the
clerk’s voice. She completed the form, stood up, and
personally ushered me to the door. As I drove into our
driveway, buoyed by my glamorous new career, I was
greeted by three of my lab assistants, ages 13, 7, and
3. And upstairs, I could hear our next experimental
model (six months old) in the Child Development
Program, testing out a new vocal pattern.

I felt triumphant. I had scored a beat on bureau-
cracy and had gone down on the official records as
someone more distinguished and indispensable to
society than anyone else.

I was a mother.

What I Love About My 
Mother-in-Law

by Lisa Bianco
Idaho Falls, Idaho

My Mother-in-law is the kind
of woman you find yourself wish-
ing  you could measure up to. She
gives of herself everyday of her
life. She is devoted to her religion,
her family, and her community.

Dolores is a five foot heart.
She shows our family new ways
to love through service. She is
full of fun, and helps you see
another side of life when you are
down. She sacrifices things she
would like so her family and
friends can get what they need.

She loves helping neighbors,
making sure they are “looked in
on” if they are lonely or ill.

She is intensely involved
with The Harbor House, a home
for handicapped people. She
helps raise money, gives time,
love and compassion to the people
who live there.

She loves the Lord,  Jesus
Christ, and is found at church to
take Communion daily, if possi-
ble. Ask for prayers, and you
know she will be there petitioning

the Lord in your behalf. She loves
to sing and shares her talent with
the members of the church con-
gregation. She is devoted and
devout.

Grandma Dolly is able to spoil
her grandchildren from Florida to
Idaho. They know she is thinking
of them every single day. They
share fun secrets, memories, and

plans for future get-togethers. She
will travel to watch a dance com-
petition, sit in a gym all day, and
let others pick food she doesn’t
want. Then she  lets her grand-
daughter know how proud of her
she is.

She supports her husband, Pat,
in his service with the Knights of
Columbus. Through Tootsie Roll
drives and formal banquets, she is
by his side. (We think he is pretty
special too).

I am blessed to be married to
one of the amazing children she
has raised. “By their fruit shall ye
know them.” Her children are

very successful, loving, giv-
ing people.

She is not perfect, but
prays to be better. She is con-
tinually trying for improve-
ment. When she recognizes
something she has done
wrong, she can joke about it
(if appropriate). Then she
will work hard to correct it. I
admire this.

I am so thankful to be a
part of her family. I love her
dearly. She has done every-

thing she could to make me and
my two daughters feel loved and
accepted.

Thank Heaven for my
Mother-in-law, Dolores Bianco.
The world is a better place
because she is a part of it.

R e p r i n t e d  w i t h  P e r m i s s i o n  ~R e p r i n t e d  w i t h  P e r m i s s i o n  ~

Dear Friends: 
We all thank God this Mother’s
Day for gentle hands, for loving
hearts, for patience, for our first
teacher of prayer, for our consoler
in times of distress. But our moth-
ers also taught us other things of a
more philosophical (and practical
nature). Take these for instance:

•Our mothers taught us TO
APPRECIATE A JOB WELL
DONE ...(“If you’re going to kill

each other, do it outside. I just fin-
ished cleaning.”)  •Our mothers
taught us the more practical side of
RELIGION ... (“You better pray
that will come out of the carpet.”)
•Our mothers taught us LOGIC ...
(“Because I said so, that’s why.”)
•Our mothers taught us MORE
LOGIC ... (“If you fall out of that
swing and break your neck, you’re
not going to the store with me.”)
•Our mothers taught us about the
science of OSMOSIS ... (“Shut

your mouth and eat your supper.”)
•Our mothers taught us about
PATIENCE ... (“You sit there until
all that spinach is gone.”)  •Our
mothers taught us GENETICS ...
(“You’re just like your father.”)
•Our mothers taught us about
BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION ...
(“Stop acting like your father!”)
•Our mothers taught us MEDICAL
SCIENCE ... (“If you don’t stop
crossing your eyes, they are going
to freeze that way.”)  •Our mothers

taught us ESP... (“Put your sweater
on; don’t you think I know when
you are cold?”)  •Our mothers
taught us HOW TO BECOME AN
ADULT ... (“If you don’t eat your
vegetables, you’ll never grow up.”)
•Our mothers taught us about JUS-
TICE ... (“One day you’ll have
kids, and I hope they turn out just
like you!”)  •Our mothers taught us
WISDOM ... (“When you get to be
my age, you’ll understand.”)

GOD MADE DADS

God took the strength of a mountain 
The majesty of a tree

The warmth of a summer sun
The calm of a quiet sea

The generous soul of nature
The comforting arm of night

The wisdom of the ages
The power of the eagle’s flight
The joy of a morning in spring

The faith of a mustard seed
The patience of eternity

The depth of a family need
Then God combined these qualities

When there was nothing 
more to add

He knew His masterpiece
was complete

And so He called it ... Dad
~~Author Unknown.~~

F r o m  F a t h e r  TF r o m  F a t h e r  T e r r y  M o r g a n  .  .  .        e r r y  M o r g a n  .  .  .        
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by Frank Becht, PGK
Arlington Council

Jacksonville has a new Knights
of Columbus council. On Sunday,
February 22, 2004, St. Maron
Council 13328 was installed at St.
Maron Catholic Church on
Bowden Road, Jacksonville,
Florida after the 11:15 a.m. Mass.

You may recall that Elias
Shami was ordained as a Deacon in
the Eastern Maronite Rite at St.
Maron’s on February 2, 2002.
Deacon Elias continues to serve as
Deacon at St. Maron. Father Elie
Chedid is Pastor of St. Maron.

Deacon Elias Shami and his
wife, Diane, came to Jacksonville
from Brooklyn, New York in 1973
and lived on Townsend Boulevard
They attended and were very active
in Christ the King. Elias was also
an active member of Arlington
Council 4727 until now. Upon
becoming a member of St. Maron,
it became his goal to form a new
council at St Maron.

Deacon Elias and three other
officers of the new council are the
only members who have been in
the Knights; all the others are new
in the Knights. They appear to be a
young group of gentlemen, which
offers potential for becoming an
active young council. Luckily,
Deacon Elias, elected as Grand
Knight, has almost 40 years of
experience as a Knight to guide this
young group.

In attendance were the
following:

The Supreme Director, Dennis
J. Stoddard, a representative of the
Supreme Council for the Knights
of Columbus. He is a member of
Arlington Council 4727.

Nabil Salem from Miami who
instituted the first Maronite
Council in the State of Florida. He
is a good friend of Father Elie Abi
Chedid and was instrumental in the
institution of Council #13328.

Gino Rocca, State New Council
Development, initiated and assisted
in the institution of Council 13328.
He is a member of Arlington
Council 4727.

Daryl Blatzer, District Deputy
#9, spearheaded the institution of
this council and will continue to
nurture its development.

District Warden James
Ventimiglia assisted Daryl Blatzer
with the installation of the officers.

There was a good showing of
members from Arlington Council
4727 to give the new council
support.  

Following the installation of
officers, the wives of the newly
installed officers served a delicious
lunch to all in attendance.

All members of Arlington
Council 4727 extend best wishes
and much success to St. Maron
Council 13328 in their maiden
voyage of knighthood. Deacon
Elias, we will miss you at 4727!
Good luck!

ST. MARON KNIGHTS
OF COLUMBUS

COUNCIL #13328

Deacon Elias K. Shami - Grand Knight

Fourth Degree Honor Guard

Saint Maron’s Knights of Columbus Officers

Left to Right: Nabil Salem, Joseph Bou Mechrek, Person Unknown, 
D.J. Stoddard, Fr. Elie Abi Chedid, Deacon Eli K. Shami, Darrell Blatzer

Left to Right: Akram J. Behman, Joseph Bou Mechrek, Jack Hughes,
Deacon Eli K. Shami, Fr. Elie Abi Chedid, Ralph Bou Mechrek, Dr. John Assi,

Serge Bou Mechrek, Elie Assi, Haissam Barakat

Left to Right: Dr. Bassam Rizk, Akram Behman, George Bahri,
Joseph Bou Mechrek, Tony Bahri, Person Unknown, Jack  Hughes, Deacon Eli K. Shami,

Fr. Elie Abi Chedid, Paul Barakat, Ralph Bou Mechrek, Darrel Blatzer,
Dr. John Assi, Serge Bou Mechrek, Elie Assi, Dr. Gaby Bahri, Haissam Barakat

Installation of officers
followed the 11:15 a.m. Mass.
Officers of the new council are as
follows:

Chaplain
Father Elie Abi Chedid

Grand Knight
Deacon Elias Shami

Deputy Grand Knight
Dr. John Assi
Chancellor

Raymond Abi- Khalil
Financial Secretary
Ralph Bou Mechrek

Recorder
Jack Hughes

Warden
Elie Assi

Treasurer
Serge Bou Mechrek

Lecturer
Haissan Barakat

Other officers include:
Advocate, Nader Andrews; Inside
Guard, Akram J. Behnam; Outside
Guard, George Bahri; 3 Year
Trustee, Paul Barakat; 2 Year
Trustee, Raymond Saliba; 1 Year
Trustee, Nammoor Nammour.
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Women’s Commission of the 
Diocese of St. Augustine

by Barbara Hanuscin  

Many of you have not heard of
the Women’s Commission before
or, if you did, were not sure what it
is. Several years ago the Women’s
Commission in our Diocese was
formed by Bishop Snyder. The
Commission was formerly under
the office of Peace and Justice
(which has since closed) but now
works through the Diocesan office.

The Commission may recom-
mend to the Bishop that he publish
statements regarding specific
women’s issues consistent with the
Church’s teaching concerning
women. It might also suggest he
collaborate with other groups and
agencies in creating a public opin-
ion front for the common good of
the diocese or the community.

The Mission statement is such:
In solidarity with Jesus Christ and
all women of the Diocese of St.
Augustine, we are committed to
actions that support, educate and
call forth God’s gifts of women in
the Church by creating and ensur-
ing funding for services and oppor-
tunities for leadership, education,
advocacy, and enrichment.

The goals are: 1. To build and
develop leadership through dis-
cernment tools, funding sources for
grants and scholarships and cre-
ation of new local opportunities to
call forth gifts. 2. To provide educa-
tional opportunities for personal

development and ministry through
workshops and seminars, website,
and newsletters. 3. To advocate for
women by networking with dioce-
san offices/agencies, maintaining
listing of parish based programs
and services for women, identify-
ing needs and matching needs with
existing programs, creating job
bank, and educating the community
about the rights and dignity of
women in the church and in socie-
ty. 4. To spiritually enrich and sus-
tain women’s relationships with

God, sisters and brothers by
resource list for spiritual develop-
ment programs, materials and
resources, Women’s Speaker
Bureau and collaborating with

training and educational organiza-
tions.

Twenty members comprise the
commission, which is made up of
lay-persons, religious and clergy
who are committed to and knowl-
edgeable about the role of women
in the Church and recommitted to
work constructively to incorporate
women and their gifts in the future
development of the Church. Each
member serves a two-year term and
is eligible for reappointment for
one additional term. Names of

nominees to fill vacancies on the
Commission are selected by a
Nominating Committee. The
Committee submits names to the
Commission for formal nomination

and subsequent presentation to the
Bishop, who makes the official
appointment. Members agree to
pursue the goals of the commission,
carry out its functions and attend
Commission meetings.

I am very honored to have been
chosen out of a number of appli-
cants, to serve on the Women’s
Commission of the Diocese of St.
Augustine. On Sept. 22, 2003, I
was installed by Bishop Galeone,
along with several other new mem-
bers of the Commission.

My first task as part of the
Commission was to host a focus
group dealing with Spirituality and
Issues Affecting Women in the
Work Place. A group gathered rep-
resenting women from various
occupations. The summation of
their comments in response to vari-
ous questions was sent to the
Secretariat of Laity, Women and
Youth in Washington, D.C.
Seventeen dioceses from across the
nation took part in the report last
year. The Diocese of St. Augustine
was honored to take part in this
year’s report project.

I ask for your prayers during
the next two year’s that I fulfill the
commitment. Please feel free to
contact me, Barbara Hanuscin at
724-1776, with any issues, sugges-
tions, information, or topics that
you feel the Commission or the
Bishop should address with regards
to the dignity and role of women
within the Church and community.

A beautiful piano has been
donated to the Queens and Kings
Ministry by Bill Campbell in mem-
ory of his wife, Margaret.

Marge, as she was known by
her many friends, was a charter
member of Christ the King and a
twenty-year member of the Queens
and Kings ministry.

Marge Campbell’s remarkable
55 year nursing career started at
Nichols General Hospital, in
Louisville, Kentucky, as a cadet
nurse in WWII.  Marge left the
service when the war ended, and
proceeded to do surgical nursing in
Ohio and Florida.

Marge met and married Bill
Campbell in Miami and he was
subsequently transferred to
Jacksonville, Florida, where she
continued her nursing career and
joined Christ the King Church.

Marge made many friends
through her years of work at
Memorial Hospital where she and a
nurse friend opened the popular
Out Patient Clinic.  Marge also vol-
unteered at the Christ the King

Clinic for nine years and was a
member of the first health council
with the Parish Nurse Ministry.
Marge was also an active member
of the Christ the King Renew
Program since 1985.

Yes, Marge has left her foot-
prints at Christ the King.  We will
all miss you, Marge, and know you
are in heaven as a special angel.

We love you,
William Campbell

M a r g e  
C a m p b e l l

Lady Blue
by Ryan G (5a)

Lovely woman covered in blue
I pray the Hail Mary to honor you.

I praise you because you’re up above.
Because you taught me to love.

Mary mother of the sky.
Be gentle with the ones that die.

In my dreams you have a blue glow.
O’ Mary how I love you so.

Mary help my praise to fly
And comfort me when I cry.

When I need you, you are there.
In the world you’re everywhere.

Lovely Woman covered in blue.
I pray the Hail Mary to honor you.

Only good things you decided to do.
O’ Mary, Mary, Lady Blue.
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submitted by Isabelle Fusco

On September 15, 1998 the Widows and Widowers’ group had their
first meeting. It was a good meeting. I felt that God was calling me to
bring together people who had lost their mates. We spent the first year
getting to know one another and enjoying lunches at different restaurants
on the second Tuesday of each month. We still meet on the second
Tuesday of each month. Please feel free to join us.

To celebrate our first year anniversary the support group of Widows
and Widowers met at the House of Prayer for a day of reflection. It was
an informal meeting. Men and women attended. Our guest speaker was
Deacon Dave MacNamara. He spoke to us about what the Catholic
Church teaches on loss of a loved one. Because our first day of reflection
went so well we scheduled another one for December of 1999.

Sister Therese Horan was our spiritual adviser for the group. She was
sent to us by the Holy Spirit (and Father Robert Baker). Although Sister
had never lost a mate, she had experience of loved family members who
had died. She shared her wisdom and her joy. She helped many who had
lost their loved one, her gentle spirit comforted us.

At the lunches and other social gatherings, she was the life of the
party. She told jokes and stories that had us all laughing. She helped a lot
of us go through the healing process. It was a joy to have her there with
us. We were sad when she had to return to Ireland.

I would like to finish this article on the history of Christ the King’s
Widows and Widowers Group with the poem titled Hope.

The History of the The History of the 
WWidows and idows and WWidowers Groupidowers Group

. . . Recounts  His  deeds

Hope
by Ronald Gries

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan
Bereavement Magazine March/April 2004

I’m feeling a bit different today
and I wonder if I’m healing.

I’ve read about healing
from those who know grief.

But how many of them
have lost what I lost.
How many of them

still do not sleep,
or eat

or play
as they did before.

But today I heard the birds sing,
and wondered where they

had been hiding for so long.
Then it dawned on me that
I have been the one hiding.

My sorrow has imprisoned me.
Maybe it’s time to escape,

time to rediscover the laughter
and replace some of the tears.

Maybe it’s time to say yes
to life’s opportunities.

I’m not sure that I can do this.
I still feel totally alone,

in the midst of family and friends.
I’m still scared when I think

of facing life’s trials without her.
She had absolutely no fear

and showed me such courage.
I don’t know if I’m up to it.

But if I can again enjoy
the song of my backyard birds,
maybe my life can return to me

if I work harder at it.
I think that I might want to try.

Maybe the good sleep will return
and food can again taste good.
Maybe the days of aimlessness
can be replaced with purpose.

I think the bird’s song was a sign.
It’s time to say hello again

to who I was
and who I can again be.

Christ the King
Athletic Association

by Wanda Klima

Spring baseball season brings
our community together in many
ways. CKAA, in conjunction with
Arlington Little League,
participated in the Challenger
Series. On Friday evenings, area
Little League baseball teams help
physically and mentally disabled
players get a chance to play
baseball.

The Challenger Division of
Little League began 16 years ago as
a pilot program to allow disabled
children to play baseball.
Challenger has grown nationwide
and includes around 35,000 players
and over 850 chapters. In Northeast
Florida, there are over 185 area
players on 14 Challenger teams.
Challenger players range in age
from school age children to adults
up to twenty-two, and all have
disabilities. 

The program is for those people
who thought they could never play
a competitive sport. They play with
a softer training ball to avoid
injuries. They get unlimited tries to

hit the ball either pitched to them or
they can use a tee. Challenger
teams do not keep score and there
are no outs. Every player on the
team bats around in an inning and
the games normally last about an
hour.

Some players need assistance
with fielding or running so they are
assigned a “buddy” to help.
Buddies are children who play on
regular Little League teams. The
Little League players help the
Challenger players run the bases or
catch the balls and pass them to the
players to throw. Not all Challenger
players need a buddy.

In April, the CKAA Yankees
Minor League team were buddies
for two Challenger teams, the Reds
and the Marlins, a heated rivalry!
Yankees player, Kevin Klima said,
“It’s fun! The kids are fun and we
get to help them play baseball. I
didn’t want to come tonight but
now I’m glad I did. I know how
lucky I am to be able to play real
baseball.”

Taylor Atwell of the Yankees runs to homeplate with her buddy, Anna
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by Eileen Porter

On March 29th “Roman
Knight” sponsored by Knights
of Columbus Council 4727
turned out to be a great party.

Master Chefs, Mike and
Irene Capizzi – with lots of
assistance from a group of vol-
unteers –  prepared a great
Italian feast. Guests were greet-
ed in the foyer by Chef Capizzi
wearing his tall chef’s hat and
jacket.

Once inside guests found a
Roman restaurant, tables with
red and white table cloths and
Italian flags. Some wonderful

teenagers, dressed in traditional
white shirts and black slacks,
circulated with trays of antipas-
to. Background music added to
the festive atmosphere.

A delicious Italian dinner
followed with so many choices
it was hard to decide which to
take.  After dinner and desert
Chef Capizzi offered the final
course – freshly baked pizza.

It was a beautiful evening,
filled with good food, fellow-
ship, and dancing.

We owe Mike and Irene a
huge vote of thanks and hope
they will do it again.

ROMAN KNIGHT

with finances, membership and
growth. Our beautiful Anniversary
Prayer reflects these thoughts and
was a combined effort of commit-
tee members. The dear departed
original founding members are
especially looking down on us as
we continue their discipleship and
celebrate the labors of their efforts
50 years ago.

One of the functions was a
parish wide Rosary Rally held at
7:00 p.m., May 27th in the church.
The rosary was said for the inten-
tions of our clergy, families, and
friends. Benediction of the Most
Blessed Sacrament followed the
rosary. With all that is going on in
the world, our city and country we
cordially thank you for having
attended this simple but beautiful
spiritual function.

Christ the King 50th Anniversary
Celebration 1954 - 2004

Greetings to all parishioners,

Your anniversary committee
has been very busy in planning a
balance of spiritual and social
functions for our anniversary year.
The committee has been meeting
since last June and we have had
quite an array of suggestions and
input for your parish. A big
THANK YOU for the committee’s
help thus far and for the work yet
to be done.

During our 50 years in
Arlington, we have been truly
blessed by Christ the King. The
parish has had its ups and downs

Upcoming 50th AnniversaryFunctions

July 17 Sock Hop (dress in 50’s style clothing) 7:00 p.m.
in the Kingdome 

August 26 Evening of Remembrance - Memorial Service 7:00 p.m. 
in the Church
Memory Lane of Pictures and light refreshments follow-
ing the service in the Parish Hall

September 18 Choir Festival - 7:00 p.m. in the Church
September 26 50th Anniversary Mass - Noon Mass
September 26 Anniversary Dinner in Kingdome 6:30 p.m.

social hour with dinner followed by dancing afterwards.

We have a web site dedicated to
the 50th Anniversary. The web
address is CTK50THWEB.INFO.
Inside the  website there is a link
that will be able to take you to the
Anniversary information.

The committee is still soliciting
old pictures, church programs, bul-

letins, etc. for the 50th Anniversary
Book and the night of remem-
brance to be held in August of this
year.

Please watch the bulletin for
further announcements or visit our
website.

Christ the King’s Very Own Calendar Girls
The Christ the King Council of Catholic

Women held its annual card party in February.
Instead of the usual style show, we presented
our version of “Calendar Girls” with each
model wearing an outfit symbolizing a differ-
ent month of the year.

The plan for the Calendar was submitted
by Willie Blaquiere and she also wrote the
narration and made some of the costumes. She
was ably assisted by Betty Kuehe.

It came to my mind that we were “spoof-
ing” the movie which, in itself, was a “spoof
of the usual ‘calendar girls.’”  It was great fun
for both the “watchers” and the “watchees!”

by Claretta Lamusga
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by Mickey Kenny 

Whoever thought it possible to
argue for violence? Given the court
of public opinion sometimes a
word has to be said for the other
side –– and, in this case, defending
violence is the problem and is,
therefore, the other side. 

Having been raised a protestant
I can tell you that one of the first
things I noticed upon entering a
Catholic Church was the crucifix.
There was Christ, dying for my sins
and the sins of everyone else
whoever passed through. When I
decided to become Catholic this
very object became a bone of
contention between me and
someone I dearly loved and very
much respected. Arguing this point
with father, mother, sister, and
brother became an often repeated
exercise in futility. Yes, the cross
itself is a powerful symbol of a vast
store of philosophy and we have to
look past the symbols into the
philosophy itself to really get the
point. But I learned by my
conversion itself that there is a cost
to loving and serving God and I,
personally, had to be willing to pay
it –– and somewhere along the line
so do you. That’s what a crucifix
says louder, clearer, and more
forcefully than a cross. Do they
stand for the same thing? I don’t
know; you tell me. 

When I look at a crucifix I hear
Jesus say, “Look at me; think of the
suffering; know the willingness to
die for you.” We can always clean
up the messy parts of life in order to

avoid the pain of situations. But
what happens to the pain that is
actually a part of the situation
we’re in? It stays with us until we
go through the middle of it and
accept it in all its full color,
cinematic, truth. Our loved ones
did not “go to sleep,” “pass away,”
“leave us” — they died. They are
gone from our life, from their lives,
and they will not return. But until
that is accepted the beauty of the
knowledge that they live forever in
a better place is quite impossible. 

Cleaning things up, glossing
over the suffering, avoiding the
realism of pain all can contribute to
lives lost in alcoholism, drug and
other addictions, and the walling off
of a soft and loving part of
ourselves that we could be sharing
with others. For instance, when we
sincerely say to someone we deeply
care about who has just
experienced the death of someone
totally significant in their life,
“Hey, call me, we can do lunch, go
to a show, get out of the house, get
your mind on other things . . .” do
we really believe the outing will
help? If so, how? Of course, the
offer itself is a sign of love and love
always helps; but do we fall into the
trap of thinking that activity, no
matter how mindless, is a cure for
what ails us? Do we make the offer
instead to listen? ...to listen any
time of day or night? . . . and to
carry through by actually listening
to what might feel like an endless
recital of the details of facts and
feelings of the person trying to get
to the other side of pain by

expressing and sorting out their
feelings? 

The 23rd Psalm says, “Yeah,
though I walk through the valley of
death I will fear no evil for Thou art
with me.” There it is, in all its
starkness: “walk through the valley.
. .”  It doesn’t say, sit down and stay
there, it doesn’t say find another
route around the valley, and it
doesn’t say avoid looking at the
valley. What it does say is “for
Thou art with me.” In pain people
always ask at some point, “Where
is God?” I remember a man
discussing this very point in talking
about being in the oven at
Auschwitz, and his answer was,
“God was there in the ovens.”

And so, is there a case for
violent realism? I believe so. If we
force ourselves for three hours to
look at real suffering, if we see real
blows, if we feel spattered with the
blood ourselves, if we have to force

ourselves to look at the violence
that man’s evil toward other men
really and actually did to Jesus, we
might finally be unwilling to let
Katie Genovese be tortured, raped,
and killed beneath our window
while we watch TV or put out the
light and go to bed! We might
finally realize that we each put
Christ on that cross after beating
Him all but senseless every time we
allow our fellow human beings to
be treated in any way for which we
would be unwilling to volunteer. In
shutting our eyes to another’s
suffering and closing our ears to
another’s tale of pain we are asking
others to travel the road alone. 

And is there room for
disagreement? My daddy was a
wise old man and he always said,
“Thank God for a difference of
opinion otherwise everyone would
have wanted to marry my wife.”

Violence and ‘The Passion’
O p i n i o nO p i n i o n

Reflection of the
Passion

Helen M. Thurson, CTK 
Curt Ludwig, BK

We saw The Passion of the
Christ Sunday, March 7th.  The
movie was very moving and
powerful.

Moving because of the love
generated by Jesus to others, both
friends and enemies.  This was
evident in the movie’s flashbacks.

Mary, Jesus’ mother, was an
integral part of the movie.  The
love between this son and mother
was a potent theme throughout the
movie.  Mary was with Jesus every
step of the passion way.

The scene in the Garden of
Gethsemane set the tone for the
movie.  Jesus suffers tremendously

in the Garden with the knowledge
of what is before Him.

One wonders how Jesus stood
all the pain that was inflicted on
Him.  It is hard to say anything
more about the movie except it is a
must to see.

OpinionOpinion

Curt and Clay Ludwig with
grandmother, Helen Thurson

A P r a y e r
by Ann Seravo

Who is my friend, Lord
other than You

Who is concerned about me, Lord
other than You

Who loves me, Lord
other than You

Who holds me in the palm of
His hands, Lord
other than You

Who has laid down His life for
me, Lord

other than You
Who has taken my burdens, Lord

other than You
Who has given me life, Lord

other than You
Who supplies all my needs, Lord

other than You
Who is the way, the truth and

the life, Lord
other than You

Your loving kindness is
overwhelming

Your patience beyond reproach
Your love fills me with

happiness and joy,
All this Lord, just for me,

All these gifts, I inherit from You.
Here I am, Lord, I give myself

to You.



June, 2004 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 29

by Lucille Guzzone

On May 12, at 7 p.m., children of the Religious Education school, along with their families and teachers, attended a special Mass commemorating
the final meeting of classes for this academic year. It was a memorable occasion because after the Mass, students who successfully completed their
studies were awarded certificates of promotion, and those who were eighth graders officially graduated from the program. 

Each teacher announced the names of his or her pupils, and every child came to the altar to receive his or her certificate. A special “going away
award” from the group was presented to Father Roe as a token of appreciation for his two years of service in the parish. And, upon her retirement,
Joan Sharp, beloved teacher of First Holy Communion students, was acknowledged for her work and dedication over the years. 

At the close of the program, Father reminded the graduates that this was not a time of graduation “from” the church, but graduation “to” the
Church. He reminded all the children that there is so much to learn about their faith and that it never stops, not at vacation time, not even throughout
adulthood.

Religious Education Ends Classes for Another School Year

by Betty Wheeler

“No, Ma, don’t sign us up for school in the middle of
our summer vacation!” wailed the kids.  But mother did, and
when the kids came they were surprised it wasn’t like
school at all, not at all painful.

Vacation Bible School starts with a daily Bible lesson,
then lots of crafts, snacks, PE, and songs are added.  Regular
school ought to be so good!  It’s only one week, three hours
a morning – something pleasant to do for Jesus.  Any and all
are welcome, grades pre-K through six.

Records on the history are vague but programs have
been offered on and off for almost fifteen years, through the
efforts of many hard working, sweating, dedicated parents,
fortified by teen helpers.  Laura Yokum and Valerie Lynch
collaborated in presenting a VBS program for three years in
the mid-nineties.  Prior to that Denise Meyers had a session
and it seems that a youth minister for the church at the time,
Sue Caruso, presented the first program in the early ‘90s.
Many moms such as Susie Ludwig, Tina Porter, and Cassie
Morency have helped out over the years.  

In 1999 Diana Mattox directed VBS.  For the next two
years we were unable to have the program because the
school was being renovated and the facilities were not
available.  In July of 2002 and 2003 Betty Wheeler revived
VBS and there has been good attendance.

This summer Vacation Bible School will be in session
from July 12-16, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the CTK
Kingdome.  Persons already committed to teaching this year
are Ann Medlock, Carla Chin, Suzette Gagnon, Al and
Wanda Martin, Paula Dodge, and Linda Wheeler.
Please clip this coupon to enroll students.  Anyone in the
age bracket may attend.  Drop it in the church collection
basket or call Betty Wheeler at 724-9662.Vacation Bible
School

Please clip this coupon to enroll students.  Anyone in
the age bracket may attend.  Drop it in the church
collection basket or call Betty Wheeler at 724-9662

Registration for Vacation Bible School
Student
Name________________________________________________ 

grade going into in Aug. _________

2d Enrollee____________________________________________ 

grade going into in Aug. _________

Parents’
Name_______________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________

Phone number ____________________

Va c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l  

. . . is just around the corner
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LIFETEEN’S
LIFE SUPPORT

What's the first thing people
think of when they think of
LIFETEEN? Teens! Right?
Well, that's not all that it's

about!  

Parents and other adults in
our community support the

teens in LIFETEEN. 
LIFE Support sustains the

teens through prayer,
donations, creativity, fun, and awesome food and cooking.
They sacrifice their time, talent, and treasure to help keep

this ministry going. 
They serenade us. They perform skits and dances for our
entertainment on the retreat. The effort that goes into our

retreats is immeasurable.
Much like Mary and Joseph,

LIFE Support does what has to
be done to glorify Jesus, and

they do it for the youth of Christ
the King.   Through doing

Christ's work, they are
cultivating the future of our

parish.  

LIFE Support - Thank you for all that you do. Not just for
this ministry, and not just for Christ the King. Thank you

for what you do for the Body of Christ - The Roman
Catholic Church. 

If the calling to LIFE Support comes your way, please feel
free to call our office for more information:  Christina

(904)398-1961

by Denise Yount

Five students from Christ the King Parish were inducted into BKHS’
chapter of the National Honor Society on Wednesday, April 28, 2004. Mr.
Todd Orlando, BKHS principal, welcomed them as members of Kenny’s
oldest tradition, dating to 1952, the year the school opened.

To be considered for this honor, the students must have a 4.0 Grade
Point Average. This is only the beginning of the process and earns you the
invitation to apply to become a member. New members are chosen based
on the qualities of scholarship, service, leadership and character. Teacher
recommendations are also an integral part of the process.

These students have demonstrated these qualities in many and varied
ways. They are a swimmer, cheerleader, members of Key Club, Anchor
Club, Kenny Angels, chorus and are in honors classes to name but a few
of their activities. The five students are Lauren Grochmal, Kristina
Francisco, Nicole Miller, Carlson Salud and Ashley Yount.

These young ladies and gentleman graduated from Christ the King
School and are members of the Parish. Congratulations to these
outstanding students — we’re proud of you!

Christ the King Students
Inducted into

Bishop Kenny Honor Society

Lauren Grochmal, Nicole Miller, Carlson Salud, 
Ashley Yount & Kristina Francisco

Congratulations!

by Carlos G. C.

The human mind is an
extraordinary thing. It holds all of
our opinions, thoughts, and
routines. It is also amazing at how
it can change opinions, thoughts
and routines as well. In fact,
since the start of my eighth
grade year, I have
changed in many
ways.

Since August, I
have become more
mature. I have started
to move away from
the silly, childish
habits of the summer in
exchange for a more
serious and focused life. My
grades are much more important to
me now. I’ve also started thinking
about high school and what will be
waiting for me in the near future,
good or bad.

Another thing that has changed
is my attitude toward Christ the
King. I’ve always thought this
wasn’t the perfect school, but I do

know that I will miss it when I’m at
Bishop Kenny. And I will feel the
same when I leave there and go to
college. I will miss all my
memories of my teachers through
the years: Mrs. Ruhl, Mrs. Barker,
Mrs Capazzera, Mrs. Thurson, Mrs.

Haley, Mrs. Chin, Mrs.
McGovern, Mrs. Collins,

Mrs. Bronsard, Mrs.
Lotze, Mrs. Chinault,
and all the others.

The final aspect
of my life that has
changed in eighth
grade is my openness

towards others. In the
beginning I only had a

few close friends and
didn’t talk to any other people.

Now, I’ve talked to everyone many
times and I have many more
friends. I know this will make my
life more enjoyable and worth
while in the end. Even when I grow
old, I will still have the memories
of my friends to hold on to.

This is how I’ve changed and I
am glad about it.

C h a n g eC h a n g e The Broadway Heart
I am an ambitious dancer.

I wonder what it feels like to be on Broadway.
I hear someone introducing my name.

I see myself standing under the spotlight.
I want to be the celebrity in my dreams.

I am an ambitious dancer.

I pretend to be in front of the millions of faces.
I feel the butterflies fluttering around my stomach.

I touch my shoes and costume to make sure
I am prepared for the show.

I worry about messing up in front of all those people.
I put on a big smile when the curtains are opened 

and all eyes are on me.
I am an ambitious dancer.

I understand the long road to stardom.
I continue to say “ The show must go on”.

I dream about seeing my own face on the billboards in New York.
I try to let my talents show.

I hope my dream doesn’t have to remain a dream
and that no matter what anyone says ...............

I am an ambitious dancer.

by  Mallory F.



June, 2004 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 31

From March 19-21, LIFE TEEN hosted its eleventh retreat. This retreat was about the Light of Christ. It was
about finding the light, becoming immersed in it, and exuding it to those around us.

There are many things that we do on these retreats. We sing and do hand motions a lot. We laugh. We cry. We
have a blast. And I’m not just talking about the teens. LIFE Support, Music for LIFE, LIFE Goes On, and Core
also laugh and cry!!

One major event the teens look forward to is Adoration. It always blows the socks off anyone in the room.
Music for LIFE does an amazing job playing calm worship music that uplifts the experience of Adoration to a new
level. 

Another major event the teens look forward to is doing the Parent-Thank-you’s at the end of the retreat, on
Sunday at lunch. They spend a lot of time trying to come up with the most unique song, dance, skit, etc. possible.
The adults come up with some pretty unique forms of entertainment themselves. This last retreat, Frank Japour
and Augie D’Orazio serenaded us with top-hats and canes to boot!

All in all, the retreat weekends are tons of fun and the Holy Spirit lives in the hearts of all those present. The
joy on the faces of these teens is so heartwarming. Besides that, parents love us, because when they get home, the
teens sleep for days!!

LIFE  TEEN, Spring  Retreat  2004:

IIIINNNN    TTTTHHHHEEEE    LLLLIIIIGGGGHHHHTTTT
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by Monsignor Vincent Haut

I am older than Christ the King Parish--but
not by much. I hope it will continue for many
years after I'm gone. It's a parish that has been
important for me in different ways.

Why Arlington?
I was born in 1942 in Chicago, Illinois to

Emil Haut and Annette Beyenka. Emil was born
in Jacksonville but grew up in New York City. In
1946 he was offered a promotion within Olsen
Trucking Company if he would move to Green
Bay, Wisconsin. He quit that job and moved
with his Chicago bride and their four children
back to Jacksonville. 

We found a house in North Shore, near the
corner of Pearl Street and 67th Street. Four more
children came along. We all attended Catholic
schools and we enjoyed life in our neighborhood
and our parish, Holy Rosary, on the corner of
Cottage and Laura Streets in Springfield.

In April of 1953 the new bridge to Arlington
was opened and changes began that we are still
living with. I remember driving across that new
bridge and being amazed at its size and stunned
by the explosion of houses being built across the
river along the superhighway to the beach. The
Town and Country shopping center had a movie
theater and a restaurant. The Thunderbird Motel
was a marvel. 

Then my friends began to move away from
North Shore to live in this new section of town
called Arlington. They even began to say Mass
at Jacksonville University. St Mary's Home was
built. It seemed that everyone was moving south
to Arlington. I wondered why people were
moving so far away.

Where Now?
The automobile, interstate highways,

shopping centers, television, and all sorts of
innovations shaped our lives. We embraced
most of them because they seemed to make
things better. But all the change wasn't good. My
father, nurturing his curmudgeon image
complained that they should have stopped
inventing things when they developed the staple
remover. 

By the time I was in Rochester, New York, at
St. Andrew's Seminary, things were really
moving along. Christ the King Parish had its
own school. My parish had a new school. People
were driving past the sandy site of Humphrey's
Gold Mine and saying, "Someday this will be a
shopping center." Regency Square opened for
business in 1967, a year before I was ordained.

When I came back from four years of study
at the Catholic University of Louvain in
Belgium, Christ the King was a well-
established, and important parish. I was eager to
get to work as a priest. Where I was assigned
was unimportant for me. 

What mattered was to begin serving
somewhere.

In September of 1968 I moved into
Resurrection Parish, one of your neighboring
parishes. Only Merrill Road separated Christ the
King from my new parish.

I was at Resurrection for three years -- for
two of them I taught at Bishop Kenny, my alma
mater. During the third I was introduced to the
world of Catholic Charities and I began to plan
my next adventure -- studies for a Masters
degree in Social Work.

Monsignor John Lenihan was my mentor at
Catholic Charities, along with Kathleen Reilly,
Marge Ballinger, and Eleanor Murz. They
taught me the basics of social work and inspired
me with a wider vision of the Church than I had
ever had. Father Tom Pyne was there. One
summer we journeyed together all the way to
California.

After two years of study at Catholic
University in Washington, D.C. I took a
vacation with my parents to Italy, Switzerland,
and Luxembourg. Waiting at home one day for
my next assignment I said to my mother, "I
would like to go to any parish in the Diocese,
except Christ the King."

I was more seasoned in the priesthood and
more thoughtful about possible assignments. I
thought I should have some say in where I
would go. I thought being so close to Monsignor
Lenihan's supervision would stifle my
imagination. I thought I knew where I should
go. 

The next day I got a call telling me I would
be going to Christ the King. 

Monsignor Lenihan's control would be
anything but stifling. He is not a control freak.
He gave me space and room to grow. During my
year as his associate pastor and associate
director of Catholic Charities, I made some
wonderful friends and I learned a great deal.

I sang the Exultet with Father Russo. I
watched Mike Douglas with Father Al
Hampton. I enjoyed some wonderful meals and
learned about life in a busy, vibrant parish. It
was a great year for me. I learned to make
pottery during that year. I began a long love
affair with parish liturgy. I started to see the
broad needs of the Church and the importance of
Vatican II for parish life. I was part of a
wonderful study group. It was an exciting time
for me.

Then the question, "Where now?" surfaced
again. I became the new Director of Catholic
Charities and I went back to Resurrection
Parish. Did I return to my roots because I needed
more seasoning or was I the kind of associate no
one but Monsignor Kohls would take?

Whatever the reasons, I had another two
good years at the parish on University Blvd. I
was given great freedom to work for Catholic
Charities. This was the period when we opened
new offices in Tallahassee, St. Augustine, and
Gainesville. It was an exciting time for me.

One day a parade of students was walking
through the schoolyard and I said to the
principal, Mrs. Ana Voss: "Next year they
should pull wagons and floats." She looked at
me and said, "This is a bicentennial parade,
Father. There won't be a parade next year."

The country was passing through important
times and I was enjoying my vocation. The
Diocese of St. Augustine was divided and
Pensacola-Tallahassee became its own diocese.
Refugees from Vietnam were settled in our

parishes. I no longer had time for pottery but I
was busy and happy.

After these two years I was asked to replace
Monsignor Joseph Dawson at St. John's Parish
in Atlantic Beach. I left Arlington for another
home near the ocean. In 1978 just celebrating
ten years of priesthood I was named a
monsignor. I told everyone I'd prefer to be called
"Father." It's easier to spell and "My Lord" feels
pretentious.

Christ the King was pretty far away from
Atlantic Beach and it got even further away
when I was sent in 1983 to St. Catherine's in
Orange Park. I could write a book about being a
pastor there!

One of the really nice surprises I received
during my time in Clay County was the naming
in 2001 of my parish and yours as excellent
Catholic parishes by Paul Wilkes of the
Parish/Congregation Study. We were singled out
as examples of parishes responding well to the
needs of their communities.

I think parish life is the place where the
Church brings out its best. Christ the King has
become an excellent parish because it
challenges its members to be the best Catholics
they can be. It gives each of them a way to grow
in the faith. That's what I hope every Catholic
parish can do.

In 2002 with a new bishop and my 60th
birthday coming, I asked Bishop Galeone where
else in the diocese he thought I might serve. For
the third time in my life I found myself in
Resurrection Parish and back in Arlington!

With some luck, the next time I ask "Where
now?" will be when I make plans for retirement
from pastoral responsibilities. I'll be looking for
a place without meetings and deadlines.

Now What?
I like threes so being back in Resurrection

for the third time seems fitting and poetic. I'm
glad to be back here and I'm delighted to have
been given this opportunity to write some
thoughts for you during your anniversary year.

This is a time for all of us to be asking the
question that is most difficult and most
persistent:  "What is God asking of us?"

As you celebrate 50 years of service to
Arlington you face new opportunities. You can
count on God's grace to be more creative and
more powerful than you can imagine.

I want to offer all the members of Christ the
King three challenges:

1. Live up to your name. The people of Christ
the King should live lives in the manner of
Jesus Christ our King.

2. Engage with your neighborhood. My parish
and yours are partners in Arlington Churches
Together because preserving and promoting
the good of our neighborhood is a
requirement of our faith.

3. Keep surprising us. I've been surprised often
by Christ the King-when I couldn't imagine
why people would be moving across the
Matthews Bridge; when I thought it was the
last place I wanted to go and found out that
it was the best; when I found myself
neighbors with you for the third time. All
have been pleasant surprises. Keep giving us
your faith-filled and generous surprises.

Happy Anniversary!

CCCChhhhrrrriiii sssstttt    tttthhhheeee    KKKKiiiinnnngggg    aaaannnndddd    MMMMeeee


