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Fiftieth Anniversary — Golden Anniversary
Fifty years together calls for celebration, for looking back and looking forward to the

years to come. The celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary for Christ the King Parish falls
on the 26

th
of September. On that day there will be a Grand Celebration, beginning with

Mass at noon, followed by a catered Dinner Party complete with live entertainment at 6:00
p.m. 

A fiftieth anniversary calls for invited guests, and we have a wonderful list of former
pastors and associates who will be in attendance, as well as current and former
parishioners. And a fiftieth anniversary calls for mementos, and we have those too. Golf
shirts and cookbooks are available at this time in the Religious Gift Shop, and a
commemorative book depicting 50 years and our celebration comes out later. 

By the time this edition of the Courier is in your hands, we will have attended the
Rosary Rally in May; and had several raffles over the summer. We created a
commemorative quilt that will be on display; we’ve partied at the Barrio Fiesta, had a
beautiful Mass of Remembrance, and attended a Choir Festival.

We’ve said it all in our 50
th

Anniversary prayer when we ask God to “strengthen our
discipleship and renew our church” . . . and to fill us with His Spirit. That Spirit rejoices
in the celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the founding of Christ the King.
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In  Conversation with Father Thanh

Editor’s Note
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The mission of  Christ the King Courier is to provide our Christ the King
Family with information and news regarding our faith and parish ministries. The
goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the
ministries of our parish in the hope that people can use this information to bring you
closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two of
many of God's gifts, and through Christ the King Courier, parishioners can share in
the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King Parish. Our desire is to serve our
God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread
the message of the Gospel of Christ the King.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees
the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as exemplifying the content and
character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be
clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility, gentleness and
patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint
against another.  The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all
these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in
your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body."
Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the
King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to refuse articles, poetry,
advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. The appearance of
advertising in these pages does not imply endorsement of businesses, services and
products.  Readers must exercise prudence in responding to advertising in all media.
Political advertising not accepted. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials
submitted for publication.

the decisions were made on what
was to be done ... there were still
glitches to contend with but then
the day came. Everyone was
excited and in awe of the
celebration of their union.

I’ve been privileged to have
been invited to several 50th

wedding anniversary celebrations
of friends I’ve made here at Christ
the King (CTK). It was wonderful
to see them so happy and to see the
many pictures they displayed so all
could share in their memories. I
was priviliged to hear the stories of
their lives together. I saw the fruits
of what God had joined together.

During the past year or so, I
have been a part of the preparations
for the gala celebration that is to
take place next week. I have seen a
many working hard to make ready.
The cleaning and painting of the
premises, making and sending
invitations, planning the
dinner...deciding on what to serve,
where and how to serve it, making
decisions on what type of
entertainment to have, preparing
prayers and homilies ... the list goes
on and on and on. Now the
excitement is building as all come
together to put the finishing
touches on the plans for this
historical event. 

I have read many accounts of
“Recounting His Deeds . . .”, the
history of the many ministries that
have helped to make CTK what it is
today and I have read many stories
of our “Gems . . .” stories of

people who, by sharing their time,
talent, and treasure made and make
CTK happen. I have grown to love
the fruits of what God has joined
together ... the community of Christ
the King ... an extended family of
those who helped to bring God to
many. Their seeds have brought
forth many fine and beautiful
gardens of souls for God. And yet,
the Courier has managed to touch
only on a minuscule part of all that
was and is CTK.

An invitation stands for you to
document your legacy and heritage
at CTK. (We are still inviting you
to share your story.) Several people
have already come forth with items
they had so we could begin to tell
CTK’s story. Some wrote their own
story of CTK, some we were able
to interview. But even though we
worked hard, we couldn’t get to
everyone. There is so much more to
share. We would love to see your
family within the Courier pages.
Please continue to send in your
pictures and articles. 

Within the pages of this edition
you will see pictures of the past and
present. Christ the King
community is very blessed. I too
have been blessed to be a small part
of it. I hope you enjoy the efforts of
our staff to put you in touch with
your heritage of a vital faith
community ... and closer to the
reason we come together ... to be in
communion with our creator.

3 . . . 2 . . . 1 . . Blast off!

Dear Parishioners,

Peace of Christ Our King on our family 50th Anniversary!

It’s time for us all
to remember our past relationships
to reflect upon our grace-filled history
to renew our faith in the loving God.

During these 50 years of history, there are
lots of time sacrificed
lots of talent shared
lots of treasure contributed

from wise leaders
from faithful parishioners
from generous benefactors

in our friendly Liturgy
in our faith-filled Education
in our fruitful Ministries.

Like “the mustard seed,” it grows
from no school to one of the 

largest schools in the Diocese
from 200 to 1600 families

from rental at the Jacksonville University 
hall to the cornerstone Church in Arlington.

As “the seventy-two returned rejoicing,” 
so we joyfully reap the bountiful harvest

from our 50 plus ministries
from our diverse community

from our vocations to the priesthood 
and religious life

Father John Gillespie 
Father D. Terrance Morgan
Father Gregory Fay
Father Michael Pendergraft
Father Daniel Shashy
Father Michael Morgan
Deacon David MacNamara
Deacon Elias Shami
Sister Therese Marie Iglesias
Brother Becket Ghioto, O.S.B.(Brandon)

The word that best describes this history is GRACE    
Grace of the Paschal Mystery 

celebrated in our sacraments
Grace of the Holy Spirit 

inspired in  our  hear ts
Grace of  the heavenly Father

bestowed from the beginning of time.

Here we are one week before
our 50th Anniversary Celebration.
Everyone has worked very hard to
prepare for this celebration and

soon it will be here. I remember
when my children were married.
We planned and discarded plans
and then planned some more. Once

Let’s all sing Alleluia to this amazing grace
Let’s thank God for this magnificent history

Let’s continue to celebrate in ways that look forward 
toward our 75th,100th . . . ? anniversaries.

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  . . . . Happy 50th Anniversary!
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What’s Happening

We would like to welcome the following individuals and families to Christ the King Community.

Baptisms:
We would like to announce the following people who were recently baptized
into the Catholic Church.

We would like to acknowledge the following parishioners who were recently united into the
Sacrament of Marriage.

Deaths:
The following people are recently deceased members of our parish for whom we offer our spe-
cial prayers.

Marriages:

Dear Father Carr,

Your Thank You card
arrived today.

I do not frequent Christ the
King church often so I am
uncertain of the date you cele-
brate your 50th parish birthday.

Let me tell you nonethe-
less, the powerful impact your
church has had on my life. My
son, Eric attended your Boy
Scout Troop #5, in the 1980's.
During this time Bob Coyle
and his sons, specifically Terry
and Roy Coyle, were Eric’s
Scout Masters. Other devoted
men and fathers assisting were
Tom Morris, Tom Knight, Bill
Kuhn, Jr., Monsignor
Mortimer Danaher, and Father
Terry Morgan, to name only a few.
There were so many unselfish souls
who led these youth to inner
strength and belief by their person-
al example of what was honorable
and of true meaning and purpose in
life. We all who participated gained
great insight within those primitive
walls. They could create so much
from so little in those days. What
great and profound joy this brings
to my memory today.

Through this guidance, my son,
and other sons, earned the highest
honor of Eagle Scout at Troop #5.
Eric also qualified to attend
Annapolis Naval Academy gradu-
ating from Annapolis in 1991.

Today my son is a career naval
officer and looking to achieve the
rank of Commander. He and his
family are now stationed in Gaeta,
Italy. I recently visited him, his
wife and my granddaughter (age of
six and being taught by nuns speak-
ing/teaching only in Italian). While
visiting them, we spent two
nights/three days in Assisi. This
visit became an incredible, life
changing experience for me. I

enclose a prayer card from Assisi
for you.

Let me humbly say to you now,
Christ the King parish has made an
impact on our lives beyond meas-
ure. I am pround to be of assistance
to you, especially during this
momentous 50th anniversary occa-
sion.

Please consider me one favor.
When my son, Eric, does return
here to visit (date to be determined)
that we be granted permission to
visit your Troop #5 Scout Hut and
perhaps light a fire at the fire pit,
framed now by permanent benches,
to reflect on those memories, on
your most sacred parish grounds.
That is my only request. We prom-
ise to be respectful and know you
are also welcome. Hopefully the
Coyle family and others mentioned
above could attend.

My best to you Father Carr and
the other priests residing there with
you. May Our Lord continue to
shine His comforting light upon
your shoulders.

Sincerely,
Patty Kuhn Dukat

Dear Christ the King

Thank you so much for your
recent donation to the Soup
Kitchen for $100.

Last Saturday because of the
threat of  “Charley” we were the

only place open downtown and
served a record number of people.

Your contributions make that
possible.

Thank you and God Bless
Diane McVety

August 18, 2004

Rev. Thanh Thai Nguyen, Pastor
Christ the King Parish
742 Arlington Road
Jacksonville, FL 32211

Dear Father Nguyen and parish-
ioners:

With joy and appreciation I
write to thank all of you for the gra-
cious response from your parish!
Missionhurst has just received a
check for $5,643 that represents the
collections for Mission Appeal in
your parish the weekend of July 31
- August 1, 2004. It is heartwarm-
ing to know that you and your
parishioners will accompany our
missionaries through this sacrifice.

I again extend my sincere grat-
itude for inviting me to visit you
parish and giving me an opportuni-
ty to share the work and lives of the
men and women who serve through
Missionhurst – CICM. We are all
working together to spread the
Good News of our Lord while
uplifting both the physical and spir-
itual well-being of the poor.

With my best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Fr. Joe Giorgano, cicm
Development Director

Many thanks again for the great
welcome and spirit of a fine
Christian Community.  -J

Letters continued on page 8

Patrick Carlson
Viem Do
Stephanie Lam
Erica Martino
Wildth Noel
Mr. & Mrs. Joey Ramsey
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Schmink
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Houston
Heidi Jennings
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Mullins
Vicki Mullins
Janet Siu
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Steinbrecher
Patrick Sullivan
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Littler
Robert Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Jorge Simons 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Sneden
Lawrence Turner
Willena Williams
Soleil Pierre
Catherine Bekkedal
Mr. & Mrs. Alton Flye
John McLean
Mr. & Mrs.Toan Nguyen

Trinh Thi Mguyen
Georgette Shalley
Mr. & Mrs. John Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Huffman
Mr. & Mrs. Don Schutt
Mr. & Mrs. William Shearin
Alicia Bajalia
Rebeckah Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Meehan
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Timpanaro
Mr. & Mrs. Travis Webb
Keith Wyble 
Mr. & Mrs. David Deforge 
Mr. & Mrs. Glen London
Beth Foster
Kathleen Gayda
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Chan
Hoa Nguyen
Mr. & Mrs. Carlos Urbizu
Mr. & Mrs.Alvin Gallardo
Schamoun Joseph
Monika Sheffield
Mr. & Mrs. David Boudreaux
Eric Holbrooke
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Thompson
Mr.& Mrs. Domingo Bunag

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Wolfe
Mr. & Mrs. Edgardo Castro
Mr. & Mrs. Loran David
Kandis Kenny
Father Richard Perko
Phuong Le
Mr. & Mrs. Robule Jean-Louis
Hanh Hien Pham
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Patterson
Marybell Sadia
Doan Nguyen
Mr. & Mrs. Cang Quach
Jennifer Glasser
Mr. & Mrs. Sean Julien
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Nelson
Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Yap
Mr. & Mrs. Edwige Francois
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Bennet
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Salem
Mr. & Mrs. Justin Trull
Christina Venezia
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Schlueter
Mr. & Mrs. David Maridel
Mr. & Mrs. Duc Chuong 

David John Krajewski and Avonn Madamba Bungubung on May 22, 2004
Michael Gabor and Katie Tubel on June 12, 2004

Scott David Wolfram and Anne Marie Wadsworth on June 18, 2004
Mark Michael Madden and Dawn Michele Grimes on July 3, 2004

Nam Thanh Le and T. Ngoc Hue Nguyen on June 26, 2004
Dat Tan Hoang and Dianne Dung Dang on July 3, 2004

Jeanette Sullivan
Celestine Joy Serna Adona
Jack D. Wynn
Lesa M.. George
Celia Loudermilk
Raylene S. Kinsella
Kimberly R. Carlson
Morghanne Elizabeth Logan Austin
Noah Alton Kallivayalil
Justin Huy Nguyen
Vivian Maria Quach
Gavin Michael Meehan
Jacob Thomas Webb
Sophia Angelika Harding
Monica Arielle Perez
Gaqe Czerniak
Dylan Czerniak
Morgan Elizabeth Hall

Meghan Elaine Gayda
Matthew James O’Connell
Christopher Andrew Kelly
Terence R. DelRosario
Deborah M. DelRosario
Melanie M. DelRosario
Lesa M. George
James W. Farrell
Michelle Morter
Rachel Kathryn Ossi
Carys Raine Judalena 
Maria C. Rayburn
Soleil M. Pierre
Alvin Paul Rodriquez
Peyton Petrick Kenny
Andrew David McClellan
Elizabeth Rose McClellan
Matthew Tai Duong

Abigail Paige Lewison
Jacob Spencer Lewison
Michael Lino Garcia
Efrain Garcia, III
Bianca Diana Garcia
George Alistar Santos Gallardo
John Keith London
William Lorenzo Thompson
Kenneth Mason Maroney
Alyssa Margaret Julien
Crystal Thuy N Goc Nguyen
David Duy Nguyen
Anthony Tin Truong
Christopher Daniel Bradley, II
Joseph Kyle Brokaw
Adam Louis Insco
Maximos Alexander Nelson

Manwa H. Abraham
Judi Ann Lawhorn
Joanne House
Narjess C. Rahaim 
Timothy O’Neill
Arlene Corbeil
Anne Marie Paris
Hien D. Nguyen
Giau Thi Nguyen

Emil J. Rahaim
Ara Lee Dirsa
Lillian (Susie) Konat
Marjorie Martin
George Hollum
Robert C Haines 
Margaret C. McMenamy Largey
Anita Francis Dowell
Anthony Thomas Savino

Confirmation:
Denna L Chin on August 1, 2004
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Celebration
Frank Bauman

We, the family of Christ the King parish, will
soon be celebrating our golden anniversary and what
a celebration the committee has set up for that day.
We will begin with Mass to thank the Lord for the
many blessings He has bestowed upon us.  You will
notice many clergy, some of whom have served at
Christ the King.  There will be bishops and monsi-
gnors.  We are hoping that our founding pastor,
Bishop Thomas Larkin, will be able to attend.

After the Mass, the fun continues with a dinner
and a dance.  SO—save your pennies and attend this
function.  We are hoping that a good crowd will be
there.

As for the anniversary book, this will not be
available until after the festivities, so that we can get
pictures of the “happenings” into it.  We are working
hard to make sure you will want the book as a keep-
sake.

Last, but not least, you will be asked to become a
booster for the affair and get your name in the book.
I am hoping that all parishioners will get their names
listed in the book for this is one way to pay for the
publication.

Let’s start thinking of what we will all do for the
50th and let’s show Jacksonville that, although we are
no longer the biggest  parish, we are the best.  Let’s
get behind the committee and make the job easier for
them by taking part in the festivities.  

As an old timer, it does my heart good to see the
younger generation taking on the responsibility of
running the church.  Mark your calendars—make it a
“star” day!

Christ the King
Celebrates Month of Mary

by Mary Ann Sullivan

May is the month set aside for Our
Blessed Mother. Our Fiftieth Anniversary
committee planned event for May was the
coming together, as a community, to pray the
rosary. On May 27, hundreds gathered in the
church for a memorable evening of prayer,
hymns and consecration.

With the opening song, Immaculate
Mary, Fathers Thanh, Roe and Neil, along
with Deacon Dave made their way toward
the altar. The Blessed Sacrament was
exposed and Lucille Guzzone had the first
reading. After the Gospel reading of St.
John, Father Neil gave the homily. 

Father Neil explained the true history of
the rosary appears lost in history. Father
articulated that although it was believed that
Our Lady appeared to Saint Dominic in the
13th century and explained this devotion, that
no verification could be found for this hap-
pening. 

The laity in the first centuries of the
Church were encouraged to recite the
Liturgical Hours if able to read. Since those
prayers were lengthy and difficult for some
of the laity, the rosary was at times substitut-
ed. This change became a blessing for those
who could not read. 

Father Carr then expounded on his
memories about devotion to the rosary as it
showed up in his own family, especially in

his mother’s life as passed down by her moth-
er.

Those gathered joined Bernie Sans at the
organ, and sang, Mary, Woman of the Promise.
We could reflect on the words; “Mary, woman
of the gospel ... Help us to be true disciples,
bearing fruit in word and deed.” James Scott
recited meditation thoughts on each of the
Luminous Mysteries as Father Thanh led us
through each decade of the rosary. A touching
rendition of Ave Maria was performed by Gene
Pinto.  Pausing between each mystery the con-
gregation sang, refrain “Ave Maria” from the
hymn Immaculate Mary.

Upon completion of the rosary the Act of
Consecration was recited where the congrega-
tion prayed “... I am all yours my Queen, my
Mother, and all that I have is yours.”
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament was
completed and the final hymn (a fond memory
from May crowning in my youth), “Ave, Ave
Maria,” was sung.

What a reverent and wonderful way to
spend a summer evening; honoring Jesus and
His devoted Mother.

by Darlene O’Neal 

On Sunday, June 13, Father
Rouville Fisher said good-bye to
Christ the King parish. After cele-
brating the 12:00 Mass he was hon-
ored with a covered dish reception
in the social hall. This gave every-
one the opportunity to share a meal
and to wish Father the best as he
begins his new assignment at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton parish in Palm
Coast, Florida. 

Father Roe was overwhelmed
by the love and affection that was
shown him and was teary-eyed as
he thanked everyone and blessed
them. He will be greatly missed,
especially in the RCIA ministry. He
gave to this ministry the wisdom
that he had gained throughout his
own life experiences. He was able

to counsel the class about marriage,
parenting, divorce and even abor-
tion, as well as the sacraments in
the Catholic church. Father always
had time to listen to any and every-
one’s problems. 

Father Roe had compassion for
grieving parents and parishioners
whose relatives were hospitalized.
His funeral Masses were always
sincere and personal. On Sundays,
Father’s homilies stirred your soul
and he always had a hug and smile
at just the right time. Father Roe
liked parties and made many last-
ing friendships here at Christ the
King. 

The parishioners at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton are certainly
fortunate to have Father Rouville
Fisher. God bless you Father.
Thank you for your time with us at
Christ the King

Good-bye Father Roe
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Christ the King Parish (CTK) has been blessed with wonderful leadership starting with our founding pastor, The Most Reverend W. Thomas
Larkin, D.D. (54 - 67). We have had five more pastors since that time: The Reverend Monsignor John J. Lenihan, M.S.W. (68-77), The Reverend
Monsignor Mortimer Danaher (77-97) the Most Reverend Robert J. Baker, S.T.D. (97-99), The Reverend Father Robert J. McDermott (99-01) and in
September 2001 Father Thanh Thai Nguyen, our current pastor, was appointed as the sixth pastor of Christ the King. All six priests of God brought
with them unique and special gifts and through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, they shared them with the people of Christ the King Parish. 

Our church began in September of 1954, when Bishop Larkin was sent to organize a new parish in the Arlington area. The land which we now
call the Church grounds was virtually a jungle. He celebrated our first Mass with a congregation of 125 people on the campus of Jacksonville
University.  In 1962 he initiated First Fridays’s Nocturnal Adoration. 

Ground breaking for the first combination church and school was in June of 1955. Classes for Christ the King School began at Immaculate
Conception (IC) of that year because the building wasn’t finished. But in January, 1956 classes were transferred from IC to the second floor of the
church building. The first floor was converted from  church to classroom use in September, 1957, when a new  church was erected.  This new church
is now the Parish Hall. The one story school building, where we have just added a second floor, was completed in January, 1959.  Bishop Larkin’s
farsightedness required the construction of the original one story building to be adequate for addition of classrooms above. This included adding six
rooms onto the second floor; renovating the first floor; adding storage rooms and bathrooms for each of the pre-K, 3, 4 and Kindergarten classes.

After Bishop Larkin left for Clearwater in 1967, where he eventually went on to be Bishop of St. Petersburg,  CTK (then a parish of 3,000+ people)
was without a pastor for nearly six  months. The bishop appointed Monsignor Lenihan as our new pastor.  At the time of his appointment he was pastor
of St. Patrick’s on the North side, as well as being the Director of Catholic Charities, Inc. (which at the time covered all the dioceses in Florida except
Miami’s). Monsignor Lenihan concentrated on paying off the parish debt, which was substantial, and maintaining the school enrollment. He
implemented the liturgical changes mandated by the Second Vatican Council. In 1975 he selected three women and nine men to be the first
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist at Christ The King. In 1977 he was transferred to San Jose Catholic Church.

Monsignor Mortimer Danaher was appointed our third pastor on June 15, 1977.  During his 20 years he set up a total Stewardship Program.  He
began a daycare program, and began to build and remodel such places as the  church, the Gathering Area, St. Mary’s Room, the Saint Vincent DePaul
Pantry, the Crucifix, the Kingdome, etc.

Bishop Baker came to us from the Cathedral Basilica after Monsignor Danaher retired. During his short time here he set up a room for St. Vincent
DePaul to receive those in need; began the Sister Therese Horan Library & Media Center; and began renovation of the school and addition of the
second floor.    He also started the Christ the King Courier and the LIFE TEEN program; and purchased the House of Prayer for parishioners to use
for small retreats, days of reflection, prayer groups, etc.

Bishop John J. Snyder appointed Father Robert J. McDermott to be our fifth pastor when Father Baker became bishop of the Diocese of South
Carolina. He continued with the  major renovation Bishop Bob had initiated. Because of his enthusiasm for the renovation program,  many volunteers
responded to his call for help, and classes began  in the new facilities on schedule.  

Father Thanh Thai Nguyen was appointed on September 14, 2001 by Bishop Victor B. Galeone. Phase II of our school project was completed.
Father Thanh focused  his first year on hospitality and liturgy and his second year on Catholic Education and Stewardship. Under his leadership, many
changes are in progress today.

This brief history of our parish, school and its leaders is not complete without thinking about the numerous associate pastors, deacons, religious,
trained lay people and parishioners who have helped to make Christ the King more than just a Catholic Church . . . more than just buildings. All the
people throughout CTK’s history have made Christ the King Catholic Church known as a loving, sharing, caring community. Our church and its
history is something we can all be proud of.

AA BBrriiee ff     HHii ss ttoorryy     oo ff     CChhrr ii ss tt     tthhee     KKiinngg     PPaarr ii sshh
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Sunday Morning
Bible Study

Scott Kidd – The reason I am
so enthusiastic about our Bible
“study” group is that, instead of
being a “class” where we are to be
taught by a “teacher,” we are
teaching each other through our
own life experiences.

We follow a video teaching in
nine lessons; we hear the Catholic
lessons and application of the
gospel to our Church’s teachings.
Then we allow discussions about
how the gospel lessons apply (or
how we have applied them to our
lives) by sharing our personal
experiences.  I always hear
something I need to hear (the Holy
Spirit speaks to me through others)
and this has greatly enhanced my
spirituality during the week and
allowed another outlet for God to
teach me through the teachings of
His gospel and other Christians.

Charlene Montague – When
Catholics assemble outside the
Mass to praise God and read the
Bible, it is not Bible study but faith
sharing.  The faith sharing group at
Christ the King between the 10:00
am and 12:00 noon Masses on
Sundays is not what most people
would expect.  Mickey geared up

the group, but there is no teacher
with a lesson plan and answers
which only the teacher has.  The
total group has the same books and
we discuss the questions that give
us the most difficulty.

Faith sharing groups are as
different as the people from whom
they are made.  This group seems
to be composed mostly of veteran
faith sharers who have read the
Bible extensively.  That is why
these same people don’t mind it
one bit whenever more of the hour
is used on the faith sharing than on
the Bible studying.  Anyone is
welcome. 

Sybil and Billy Jones – The
Bible tells us in Hebrews 11:6 that
“...God rewards those who seek
Him,” and in Matthew 7:7 Jesus
Himself tells us “Seek and you
shall find...”  So what better way to
seek Him than to study His word?
We became members of the
Weekly Bible Study because it is
our desire to learn more about
Jesus our Savior in order to
develop a more personal
relationship with Him.

We look forward to coming
together with a group of Christian
people who have become friends
and a small Christian community
to us.  We gather with a sincere
desire to study the Bible.  It is a
time when we discuss and express
our views on what we have studied
during the week.  This is not an
intense study, nor is it whimsical,
but very sincere.  While each
member is at a different level of
his/her knowledge of the Bible,
this is not an obstacle.  One is
never made to feel embarrassment
or pressure because of it.  

To us it is rewarding to come
together with a group of people
who love Jesus and come together
with purpose in our hearts: to know
Jesus better, to love Him more, and
to serve Him.

Your brother and sister in
Christ.

Darlene and Louie O’Neal –
Sunday Bible Study has been very
enjoyable as well as informative.
We have grown closer to the group
and look forward to each
gathering.  We have missed a few
sessions due to other
commitments, but everyone is
forgiving when we are there.  

We both enjoy the coming
together with other Catholic men
and women to learn more about our
faith in a relaxed and very informal
setting.  This Bible study group is
for anyone that has time after the
10:00 Mass.  We would love to see
more people there.

The chi rho we discussed in the last issue is repeated three
times in the sanctuary at Christ the King.  In addition to its
inclusion in the agnus dei and the expression of the person
of Christ in the Trinity on each side wall, it is the central
symbol  carved into the altar itself.  On either side of the chi
rho there are symbols which are also part of the Greek

alphabet.  They are the alpha and the omega, the first and last
letters of the Greek alphabet signifying the infinity of God and
symbolizing Christ who is the beginning and the end.

In Rev 1:8 is written

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says
the Lord, “the one who is and who was
and who is to come, the almighty.”

And again in Rev 22:13

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the
last, the beginning and the end.”

As a part of the Easter Vigil the priest decorates Christ’s Candle with
a cross “”, an alpha and an omega (“Christ yesterday and today/the
beginning and the end”) the numerals of the current year (“all time
belongs to Him/and all the ages/to Him be glory and power/through
every age forever.  Amen.”) and then inserts five grains of incense in the
cross (“By His holy and glorious wounds/may Christ our Lord/guard
us/and keep us.  Amen”). This candle stays in use for the fifty days of
Easter. At Pentecost it is placed in a somewhat less prominent place, but
is used during the year to light significant sacramental candles.

Watch for these symbols because you will find them many places.  It
might also interest you to study about the use of Greek in our Church
history.  We always think of Latin.   However, our Bibles were translated
into Latin from the original: Greek and Aramaic.

The Sunday Morning Bible
Study will be starting a study of
The Gospel According To John as
soon as we complete our study of
The Gospel according to Mark.
We meet every Sunday, with the
exception of major holidays, at
11:10 a.m. – or as soon after the
10:00 a.m. Mass as possible.  The
class lasts until 12:30 p.m.  

You are truly welcome to drop
in any time.  Why not come a few
times while we complete Mark in
order to see what the process is?
We are using a commentary and
study guide  from the Little Rock
series so we study a few chapters at
home prior to the class.  We then
meet to discuss our ideas and
questions, after which we view a
really very good video tape by a
recognized Catholic scholar.

We’re learning a lot, having a
good time, and hoping others will
join us.  Here is a sampling of
views from some members of the
group.

Alpha Omega

Symbols

What  Is  Stewardship?
by Eileen Porter

STEWARDSHIP: The proper
and profitable management of that
which a person is entrusted. In
Christian terms, this would refer to
both physical and spiritual things,
which are to be used and
administered responsibly, because
all things ultimately belong to God.

The above definition is from
the Our Sunday Visitor Catholic
Dictionary.  The word stewardship
has been bandied about in parishes,
schools and pulpits a lot these days.
Many Catholics have the
preconceived notion that it is a
gimmick to get them to put more
money in the collection basket.  It
is about so much more. A good
steward is the person who offers to
take another to a doctor’s
appointment, visits a lonely person,
volunteers to participate in a
church or community ministry or to
simply take dinner to someone who
is sick.

We know from the Bible that
everything we have is a gift from
God. We are stewards–managers of
the many gifts God has given to us.
As Christians, we recognize that all
we are, all that we have, belongs to
God, and we are accountable to
him for the use of all things.

Therefore, we must live and give as
Christians, generously sharing our
God-given gifts of time, talent and
treasure.

The most important point is
that we must work to empower
Catholics to live their faith as
Christian stewards who generously
offer financial and volunteer
support to their Church as a means
of thanksgiving to God.

We have so many examples of
good stewards in our parish, the
many men, women and children
who put in countless hours to teach
our children, to assist with the
liturgies, or to beautify our church
grounds are just a few of them.

These Christian stewards come
to know that their investments in
their parishes, schools and other
Church institutions pay untold
benefits both to them and to those
whom each group serves because
their gifts are helping to build the
Kingdom of God in the hearts of
His people.

Christ the King has more than
40 ministries from which to
choose, each of which welcomes
new members. Our goal is to have
each parishioner participate in one
or more ministries – one that suits
the individual’s talent or ability.
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The seminarian we at Christ the King are
lucky enough to entertain for the summer,
[Slawomir (pronounced SWAHVIK)
Bielasiewicz (BELASHEVITCH), has traveled
a long road from his high school days in Gdansk
in the northern portion of Poland near the Baltic
Sea.  

While in high school Slawomir pursued
many interests including reggae music and his
guitar – and actually made two recordings with
his group!  After high school he worked for six
years in the field of mental health and worked
with the handicapped in teaching and therapy
where he also pursued his education.  This field
brought him ever closer to God and to theology
and he decided to enter the seminary in Poland.
Of note is that Slawomir met our Pope while he
was in the seminary and has a picture with him.
What a way to start a vocation to the priesthood!

Knowing there is no problem with vocations
to the priesthood in Poland, he decided to ask his
bishop about pursuing his seminary studies in

another country.  He had in mind to locate in
Germany or perhaps Austria.  Slawomir’s sister
and her two children live in Germany and his
parents live with her ten months a year.  He
decided this would be a good opportunity for
him.  

His bishop agreed that leaving Poland per se
would be a good idea but he decided to send him
to St. Cyricius and Methody Seminary in
Orchard Lake, Michigan – a suburb of Detroit.
Slawomir spoke zero English and read and
wrote the same amount. He had a lot of English
to learn in the seminary and in the surrounding
area there is a large Polish population. 

In I Sam 15:22 it is written:
But Samuel said: “Does the

Lord so delight in holocausts and
sacrifices as in obedience to the
command of the Lord?
Obedience is better than
sacrifice...”

And so Slawomir came to Michigan and the
USA.  He really does not like snow.  But he
loves to read – particularly philosophy and
science fiction which speaks a lot about the
human soul.  This seminary where Slawomir is
currently studying is not connected to any
particular diocese.  There happened to be also
another seminarian there with whom he had
been friends while in their seminary in Poland.
This seminarian has become attached to the
Diocese of St. Augustine and is now in the
seminary in Boynton Beach.   The bishop of
Orlando is a friend of Slawomir’s bishop in
Poland and had knowledge of the need for
priests here in the USA.   Through all of these
people Slawomir has become attached to Bishop

Galeone and the Diocese of St. Augustine; and
that is how Christ the King became so fortunate.

It is obvious in talking with Slawomir that
he misses many things in Poland.  He spoke
enthusiastically about traditions in Poland,
particularly those around holidays.  He was
especially colorful in his talk about Christmas
which is celebrated in Poland for three days.  On
the 24th of December everyone fasts until the
first star is seen in the sky and then a family
feast is begun.  Of course, there is no meat at this
meal but a special bread is broken and handed to
everyone and then each person must eat some
portion of twelve kinds of food, special dishes
of fish and vegetables.  There is one free chair
left empty at the table — waiting for Christ.
What a beautiful tradition!  Now that is truly
keeping Christ in Christmas.  Starting after the
26th the priests must visit and bless every home
in their parish.  Slawomir said this was an
extremely busy time for priests in Poland
because they teach all day in the schools and,
while there are two or three priests in all the
parishes, there are normally ten thousand
parishioners in each parish.  It was very obvious
that Slawomir has fond memories of these times
in his home.

Slawomir wanted to make sure that
everyone knows he is very, very happy here at
Christ the King.  He says the people are so nice
and very welcoming.  He loves to water ski (he
doesn’t care at all for snow skiing) and to play
ping pong.  At his insistence it must be said that
Father Thanh plays ping pong very, very well.
He has beaten Slawomir every time they have
played.  We are, of course, glad to have our new
seminarian friend here with us.  

It is also written, “obedience brings
blessings.”

AAnnootthheerr  DDeebbtt  ttoo  tthhee  PPeeooppllee  ooff  PPoollaanndd

by 
Carol-Ann Black & Mike Mackin

By the time this article is read
by our Courier Public, all of the
planned events for the
commemoration of the Fiftieth
Anniversary of Christ the King
Parish will be over, except for the
Main Event. The Mass of
Celebration will be on September
26 at 12:00 Noon, with all former
pastors in attendance. What an
exciting event that will be. Then,
that evening beginning at 6:00 pm,
the committee will host the
Anniversary dinner in the
Kingdome with music before and
after the meal, and dancing to
follow.

The Anniversary committee
was formed in June 2003. Nine
members have served faithfully
from that time; one, Sissy Keegan,
went home to God in September
2003. Our first task was the
creation of the prayer that we have
said during Mass since January
2004. The only requirements were
that we remember founding
members of the parish that have
gone before us and the parish
commitment to stewardship. We
had several submissions, and
ultimately the prayer committee

found that a blending of these was
more satisfactory than the choice of
just one.

The next task was creation of
the Anniversary
Emblem or Logo. This
fell to Daisy Mc
Donald and Mike
Mackin. The shape—a
shield— signified the
shield that is our
Catholic Faith. The
Crown is for Christ our
King. The Open Ended
Cross welcomes all to
our parish. The wheat
is for the Body of
Christ, and the chalice
with grapes represents the blood of
Christ.  The blue of the background
represents the veil of Mary, the
Blessed Mother, who is always
with us.

Another long-term project has
been the creation of a ministry
quilt. Each ministry at Christ the
King was asked to provide one
square depicting the mission of the
ministry. This has been organized
primarily by Brain and Traci Signor
and the king-size quilt is currently
being completed so that it will hang
in the Gathering Area. 

In keeping with a blue and gold
theme for the anniversary, the
committee has made available for
sale collared knit shirts in royal
blue with gold lettering with the
words “Christ the King, 50th

Anniversary, 1954—2004.” These
are a smart addition to
any wardrobe and are
still available at the
religious goods store
off the gathering area
for $18.00 each.

We have done three
raffles since January
2004 in an effort to
keep our activities self-
supporting.  Our first
was for two TPC tickets
and a gift certificate to
Outback Steakhouse,
won by Lee Callahan.

Second was for a leaded crystal
Celtic cross and a large custom
made Easter basket, which was
won by Jane Morgan.  Our most
recent raffle was for a large flat
screen television, won by George
Mazoch, with two further prizes of
handmade afghans, and these were
won by Sandi Troedsen and Gerri
Johnson.

Our celebrations began in
January 2004 with the Epiphany
Dinner that followed the noon
Mass. Then in February, March and
April we had a handbell choir
concert, Lenten choral vespers,

participated in the school carnival.
In May was our beautiful Rosary
Rally. Most recently the Filipino
American Community of our parish
organized a Marian procession on
the feast of the Assumption, and
then topped that off with a fabulous
Barrio Fiesta meal of their own
culinary specialties. The crowd for
this event was truly grand. I hope
we don’t have to wait for another
big anniversary, before this is done
again.

Another major undertaking for
the 50th Anniversary Committee is
the Remembrance Book which will
be available after all the festivities
have concluded—probably early
November. This book will provide
reminders of the life of the parish
over the past fifty years and
pictures of the activities that have
occurred in commemoration during
this year.

Deadlines being what they are,
this article will be submitted before
our Memorial Service and Night of
Remembrance on August 26 and
the Choir Festival with Christ the
King Choir and the Vietnamese
Choir on September l8, and the
Anniversary Mass and Dinner on
September 26.

These will provide a fitting
climax to a beautiful celebratory
year, and will be covered in the
next issue of The Courier.

Fiftieth Anniversary
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Altar Servers:
A New Start

by Father Neil Carr

Our Holy Father, John Paul II,
has asked Catholics around the
world to make the coming liturgical
year “intensely Eucharistic.” That
year begins on November 28th, the
first Sunday of Advent.

In anticipation of that year-long
event, thanks to the eager
cooperation of Janet Morton and
Lucille Guzzone, principal of our
school and director of our
Religious Education of Children
program respectively, I will be
conducting classes for grades 5 to 8
and a class for the REC public
school students at the beginning of
the school year. In those classes
there will be formal instruction on
the meaning of the Mass and its
individual components. Hopefully,
from those sessions we will have
volunteers ready to commit
themselves to be members of our
corps of Mass servers, whom I like
to think of as “Knights and Ladies
of the Blessed Sacrament.”

Once we have a select corps,
which will be under the direction of

Diane Longenecker, an
experienced teacher, they will be
whipped into shape and become a
well-mannered group of young
ministers fully acquainted with
their duties. We hope that they will
no longer be a distraction for
people attending our weekend
Masses. Our classroom aim will be
to sharpen all the students’ focus on
the importance of the Eucharistic
sacrifice and its critical role in the
life of a Catholic.

Parents of the select group of
volunteers will have a pivotal role
to play in the success of this newly-
structured program. It will be their
duty to make sure their children
report for duty, when scheduled, 10
minutes before the Masses begin,
and that they come properly garbed
for the occasion, both boys and
girls. Mrs. Longenecker will
explain to them in detail what these
dress requirements are.

The student volunteers for
Mass serving must consider their

Letters To the Editor:
continued from page 3

Dear Courier Editor,

It seems to me that there has
been more “lamenting” than
“rejoicing” going on lately in our
parish. Many times I have heard
people say that things are not what
they used to be, and it is usually
said in the vein that before was
“better,” and now is “worse.” 

It is easy to complain and look
at the negative side of things, as
we humans seem to be so good at
that. But I say, “What are you
doing to bring this parish
together?” 

Yes, many people have moved
away and we are a smaller parish
than before. Yes, it is true that
many of the original parishioners
have passed on or are unable to do
what they used to do, but what are
you doing to take their place
besides grumble? Yes, there is less
money coming into our parish
than before, but is it only money
that creates a thriving parish? I
think not!

I have been to many activities
at the parish this last year and for
a parish of 1600 registered
families the attendance at most of
the events has been on the puny
side. 

For example, during Lent
there was a beautiful Choral
Vesper Service held in which the
church was half-filled; the same
may be said for the Penitential

Service. A Parish Rally was held
at the end of June and again
weighing the attendance against
the number of the families
certainly did not set any records.

What can we do to change this
pall that has come over our
parish? Our 50th Anniversary is
right on top of us and even though
the celebration will be a great
success, we must look to the
future and the next fifty years.
You are the future! 

Ask yourself what you can do
to get this parish hopping again.
It may be as small as passing the
word that Christ the King is a
“happening” place. Do you have
any suggestions? Would you like
to have pot-luck dinners on a
regular basis to discuss your
concerns and perhaps have
speakers of interest at our church?
Volunteering is a wonderful way
to feel a part of the church
community. There is always a
need for Adorers for Adoration
and what better place to give
thanks for all your blessings.
Look around you . . .there are
opportunities galore! 

Remember the church is not a
building; it is you and me,
together with the priests of our
parish, working together to build a
loving community of believers.

Sincerely, 
Yolanda Cerqueira

Inside  the Parish Counci l
Katie Knowsit

There’s so much to report to
you that Katie hardly knows where
to begin!    Suffice it to say that the
biggest topic of conversation at the
first meeting of the Parish Council
for the 2004-2005 year was the
upcoming 50th year celebration and
all the exciting events leading up to
this very special occasion.  

Our pastor, Father Thanh,
opened the meeting with prayer and
proudly announced that the theme
of this grand celebration is one of
unity, gratitude, and service.  By
the time that the Courier is in your
hands the big day will almost be
here.  In the meantime, did you take
advantage of all the goings-on,
such as that memorable Night of
Remembrance  held last month or
the Barrio Fiesta with its unending
array of delicacies from the
Philippines?   And then there was
the recent Choral Concert with
enough uplifting music and song to
carry us over to the big day itself.
All these happenings began as little

mustard seeds that blossomed forth
into the full-scale events that have
been rolling out to you as gifts to
the parishioners of Christ the King.  

The Parish Council is made up
of ministries that you see listed in
the inside of your Sunday Bulletin.
Many of you are part of these
ministries as we, the people make
up what is known as Christ the
King Parish.  While speaking of the
Parish Council, anyone who wishes
to attend the monthly meetings is
not only invited but also
encouraged to attend and give their
input.  The meetings are held on the
first Monday of the month, 5:30 -
7:00 p.m. in the rectory.  

The people of our parish have
been working very diligently for
many months to make our 50th year
celebration something that you can
happily tuck away in your memory
bank.  Whatever the need the talent
always seemed to step forth to
accomplish the job needed.  How
about those wonderful ladies who
put that super cookbook together

featuring your favorite recipes!   By
the way they make wonderful
Christmas gifts and they are still
available for purchase.  Be sure to
be on the lookout for the beautiful
quilt made up of designs that
represent the individual ministries
which will be on display in the
Gathering Area.  Many loving
hands went into to making this idea
a reality.  

And then there is the committee
that designed the Christ the King
golf shirts; they really outdid
themselves.  They are not only
good looking but are of a quality
fabric as well.  Katie would be
remiss not to mention all the folks
who have given their time and
talent in selling raffle tickets and
business ads for our Anniversary
Book.

We already know that the
church will be brimming over with
parishioners at the 50th
Anniversary Noon Mass in which
we honor and pay tribute to former
pastors and parochial vicars.  Christ

the King has the distinct honor of
being able to say that two priests
were chosen to be bishops from our
very own parish.  As you know they
are Bishop Larkin, the founder of
our parish, and Bishop Baker of
South Carolina.  The excitement is
running just slightly below fever
pitch as the time approaches.  Can
you feel it in the air?   

When the celebratory Mass is
over there will just be enough time
to catch our breaths to renew old
acquaintances with the Bishops and
former priests of our parish before
the culminating event.  That, of
course, is the spectacular dinner
bash.  If you haven’t bought your
tickets yet, don’t waste another
precious moment dilly-dallying.
Surely, you won’t want to miss that.  

To all of you who have done so
much this past year – in and out of
the Parish Council – to make our
fiftieth anniversary celebration the
grand success we know that it is
going to be, a resounding thank
you.  You are fabulous and Katie
Knowsit!

function at the altar as a true
ministry, as much a ministry, for
example, as the lectors or the
Eucharistic Ministers. It demands
much dedication and personal
discipline. If our volunteers fail to
demonstrate these hallmarks of
service for the Lord, they will be
dropped from the corps.

Mrs. Paige Peeler has for years
conducted this ministry at
considerable cost of time and
energy. In passing on this respon-
sibility to Diane, she can look back
on a job well done, and deserves
the heartfelt gratitude of us all - as
does Diane for accepting her
legacy of service to the parish.
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Chris t  the King Vocat ions
by Carol Ann Black

Christ the King Parish/School has produced a number of vocations to the religious life in various forms. From our numbers have come six priests,
two deacons, two sisters, and one brother. 

Father John Gillespie’s par-
ents were founding members of
Christ the King. Their first parish
in Jacksonville was St. Paul’s,
Riverside, and then St. Paul’s at the
Beach. He and his family attended
Assumption until a new parish was
established in Arlington—Christ
the King. Father John was con-
firmed at CTK. The family went
from CTK to Blessed Trinity when
the area was divided again.  

In 1960 Father Gillespie decid-
ed to enter the seminary. In
September of that year he enrolled
in the Josephite Seminary in New
Orleans. He was ordained by
Bishop Tanner at the St. Augustine
Catholic Student Center in
Gainesville on May 13, l972. His
first assignment (1972-73) was at
Immaculate Conception. He also
taught during that time at Bishop
Kenny. In 1973 he went to St.
Paul’s in Pensacola where he also
taught at Pensacola High School.
When the state of Florida was split
into different dioceses in 1975, he
went to serve as an administrator at
Holy Trinity in Williston. From
there he went to Crescent City as
administrator of St. Johns, where
he stayed from 1979 to 1981.
Father John became pastor at St.
Augustine’s Parish in Gainesville
in 1981. He is also the director of
the Catholic Student Center at the
University of Florida.

Father Terrence Morgan
attended Christ the King school
from 1955 to 1963, a member of
the first class ever to do all eight
grades at CTK. After high school in
1967, he entered seminary in
Cincinnati9 and then in 1969 trans-
ferred to the Catholic University of
America in Washington, D.C.
There he received his B.A. and
then his Masters the following
year. Father Terry Morgan has
spent considerable time in Rome
studying and working and is cur-
rently Rector of the Cathedral in St.
Augustine.

Father Gregory Fay, who
serves currently as pastor of Holy
Family Parish, also has roots in
Christ the King Parish. He was
ordained in 1976. A previous post-
ing was the new and growing
parish of San Juan del Rio.

Father Mike Pendergraft
graduated from Christ the King
School in 1967 and from Bishop
Kenny in 1971. At graduation time
he had no thoughts of the priest-
hood for himself. He worked at
FCCJ then Church’s Fried Chicken
and the docks at Jacksonville Port
Authority. A visit with a friend
attending seminary in Ohio
sparked his interest, and after stud-
ies at the Pontifical College
Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio,
Mike pursued seminary studies at
St. Vincent de Paul in Boynton
Beach. Father Mike was ordained
in 1981. His first assignment was
to St. Joseph in Mandarin. Father
Mike now serves as pastor at St.
Francis Xavier Church in Live
Oak. 

Father Daniel Shashy My
wife and I joined Christ the King
parish in 1958-1959.  At that time
we lived on Banbury Road.  In
1963 we moved to D’Orleans
Court as our family was growing.  I
have lived there ever since – now
about forty years or so.

My church has always been
part of my life.  I did many things
for my church and gradually
became entwined in many activi-
ties. My love for growing things
became evident around the church
and rectory.  When we built our
new church in 1980 I even put in a
rose garden near the chapel. I
became a Eucharistic Minister.
One thing led to another.  I served
on the Parish Council, School
Board, St. Vincent de Paul Society,
the Legion of Mary and Nocturnal
Adoration.  I made the Cursillo in
1983, and from that group we gath-
ered a group of twenty-three  and 

Father Michael Morgan was
ordained into the priesthood on
May l9, 2001. He chose religious
vocation after a distinguished
career in the U.S. Army Judge
Advocate General’s Office. Upon
retirement in l996, he returned to
Jacksonville, where he joined
Christ the King Parish.  He cele-
brated his first Mass at Christ the
King on May 20, 2001, and accept-
ed his first assignment as Assistant
Pastor at Mother Elizabeth Ann
Seton in Palm Coast. This summer
Father Morgan was appointed Vice
Chancellor for the Diocese of St.
Augustine, and after the first of the
year, he will become Chancellor.
(The Chancellor is in charge of all
the real estate for the diocese.)

Roman Catholic High School.
He was accepted at St. Joseph’s
University in 1941, but  enlisted in
the Marine Corps in October 1942.
After discharge from the Marines
in 1946, Dave returned to St.
Joseph’s and completed degree
work by 1949. At various times
Deacon Dave has been a high
school teacher and coach, a CCD
teacher and religion teacher. He
came to Florida in 1960 with State
Farm Insurance Company. 1974
saw him move to Tallahassee as
Assistant Secretary of State for the
State of Florida. 

During the next few years,
Deacon Dave worked closely with
bishops from Pensacola-
Tallahassee and Miami to create
the Commission on the Permanent
Diaconate.  He enrolled himself,
and was ordained to the Order of
Deacon on April 23, l980. During
the following ten years, Dave
served in the Diocese of St.
Petersburg on the staff of Bishop
Larkin, the founding pastor of
Christ the King. Currently,  Deacon
Dave MacNamara is fulfilling dia-
conate assignments at Assumption
and Christ the King.

Deacon Dave and his wife,
Mary, are parents of seven children
and 22 grandchildren. If all of the
foregoing isn’t enough, he has also
worn the hat of Director of Public
Safety, Jacksonville, former presi-
dent of the Duval County Mental
Health Association, and was the
founder of the Mary L. Singleton
Memorial Day Breakfast for
Justice, Peace, and Social
Harmony.

Deacon Elias Shami has a
wonderfully exotic background
and route to religious vocation. He
was born in Palestine, eldest of
eleven children, and came to the
United States in 1957 to Brooklyn,
New York. From about the age of
twelve, Eli felt that he wanted to
become a priest. He did seminary
studies in Bethlehem, and taught
French and Arabic at a Benedictine
school in Tripoli, Lebanon. Eli and
his wife, Diane, married in the
United States and followed other
family members to Jacksonville in
l973. Once here, Eli became an
active member of Christ the King.
He has participated in a number of
ministries over the years, and
remains active in Knights of
Columbus at his own parish of St.
Maron. His route to diaconate was
via the Maronite Rite. There was at
the time of his application to study, 

started a Bible study group. We
were a tight family for many years.

In October of 1985 my wife,
Bernice, died. I was devastated,
numb from head to toe. A year later
while dressing for Mass on
Christmas Day the word “priest”
came to mind. The more I thought
about it the more excited I became.
I called the rectory to speak to
Monsignor Danaher.  He was get-
ting ready for Mass, but I insisted
that I needed to talk to him.
“Alright, come on over.” At the
rectory he met me at the door. He
said, “What is so important?” “I
want to become a priest,” I said.
His jaw dropped. “I’ll start the
papers.” 

In 1987 I was sent to
Milwaukee to the seminary. There I
met 160 wonderful men from all
walks of life. Within a few months,
we became a band of brothers with
a common goal. Those four years
were some of the happiest in my
life. To this day I keep in touch
with about six of them, and we
share our lives in the priesthood. I
never looked back, I never ever
regretted  making that decision. I
believe I am the most fortunate of
all God’s creation because I have
the best of two worlds. I enjoy
being a priest. No doubts, no
regrets. 

Continued on page 10

Deacon David MacNamara
hails from Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, where he attended 
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by Jim Middleton
Christ the King Sponsor Couples

This article is about “living together“ before marriage and the moral
teaching of the Church, adopted from a publication of the Pennsylvania
Catholic Conference.

People who provide pre-marriage instructions and /or counseling
report an increasing number of couples who are sexually active and are
living together, i.e., cohabiting. In fact, a recently released study indicated
an increase from around four hundred thousand in the sixties to more than
four million in 1999. The study also concluded that couples living
together before marriage are more likely to divorce than those who don’t.

Why is the Church concerned about cohabiting?
Because cohabitation cannot be reconciled to the Church teaching that

sexual relationship belongs only in marriage and that sex outside
marriage shows disrespect for the Sacrament of Matrimony and the
sacredness of sex and human dignity. The Church is also concerned about
the quality of marriages and the fact that cohabitation is causing
unhappiness and difficulties that often result in the break-up of marriages.

What are reasons given for cohabitation?
“It is really convenient for us and we are trying to save money.”

Yes, you will save a little money on living expenses- but
engagement is not just about planning the wedding; it’s a time for
serious discussion and thoughtful reflection which can best be
done in a detached way. Cohabitation is not conducive to such
detachment. As for convenience, it is well to think that everything
in marriage is not going to be convenient; that’s what the
thoughtful reflection should be about. Living together for
convenience tends to foster convenient decisions which may not
lead to a committed marriage.

“We want to get to know each other first- to see if things will work out
for us.”

Actually cohabitation is not at all a good way to get to know each
other. It promotes an over reliance on sexual expression at the
expense of conversation and other ways of communication which
are essential to a good marriage. As for other things working out,

studies show that couples cohabiting before marriage have a 50%
greater chance of divorce than those who don’t, and about 60% of
cohabiting couples break up without marrying.

“The Church is not up to date in its thinking in this matter. Modern birth
control has made the old rules obsolete.” 

In the early days of the Church, living together was common
among non-Christians in the Roman Empire. Artificial
contraception was widely practiced; women were sex objects and
discarded when passions waned. The affect on families and
society was devastating. But Christian marriages and families
survived because of the happiness and stability fostered by
Christian marriage ethics. This stability contributed largely to the
reforming of that culture and society.

The Church does not try to interfere with or regulate a couple’s sex
life. It recognizes that sex is intensely private and personal. But it also
recognizes that sex is the act that seals and renews a couple’s marriage
covenant before God. It is the act wherein a couple gives themselves
completely to each other, emotionally and physically, as they pledge (or
will pledge) on their wedding day. Sexual sins then, are not just between
a man and a woman,  but between the couple and God. It is the Church’s
responsibility to espouse sexual morality and to protect marriages,
families, and society from the deleterious effects of such sins.

The Church’s teaching on cohabitation is not arbitrary. Living
together before marriage is a sin because it violates God’s
commandments and the laws of the Church. St. Paul says in Corinthians
6:9 that sex outside of marriage (technically-fornication) can keep a
person from reaching heaven. With this in mind, a couple who is
cohabiting should seriously consider separation until after marriage.

The proper way to prepare for the Sacrament of Matrimony is to
practice your faith. Catholics do this by faithful attendance to Sunday
Mass, by receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession) and
living the example of Christian fidelity. During the days of preparation
you are strongly encouraged to pray together, read scripture together and
lead a virtuous life.

Married life has a special place in God’s plan. Like everything good,
it requires sacrifices. But sacrifices are small compared to the rewards.
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and all else will be given unto you.”

WHAT THE CHURCH TEACHES

Cohabitation

no formal route to deacon in the St.
Augustine Diocese, and then-
Bishop Snyder assisted him in his
quest. Eli was ordained to Deacon
by the Maronite Bishop from
Brooklyn, New York, and currently
serves the small Maronite
community at St. Maron’s Church
on Bowden Road. 

Brother Becket Ghioto,
O.S.B., Brandon Ghioto, entered
the Benedictine Monastery in St.
Benedict, Louisiana, in July of
l999.  He attended Christ the King
School from the fourth grade and
graduated from Bishop Kenny
High School. After BK, he
attended and graduated from
Loyola University School 

sonal relationship with God. Only a
year later, my senior year of high
school, I visited Franciscan
University  of Steubenville and it
was life changing… I came to
know in a deep and personal way
how much God loved me and I
desired with all my heart to love
Him back. I remember after
coming home experiencing a deep
hunger and love for the
Sacraments, Scripture, and prayer
in general. I began attending daily
Mass at Christ the King as well as
frequently visiting the Eucharistic
Chapel for Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament. Both of these
nourished my prayer life and
fostered a deep hunger for God in
my soul.

At the end of my senior year I
got into a serious dating
relationship that lasted two years.
My sophomore year of college at
Florida State University (go
Seminoles!), I met a group of
religious brothers called the
Brotherhood of Hope. They were
vibrant, young, and enthusiastic.
Their joy really attracted me and

made me consider religious life for
the first time. It was serious enough
that I broke off the relationship I
was in and decided not to date for
two years. During these two years
the Lord drew me to Himself and
allowed me to realize that I would
not be fulfilled with anything less
than giving my entire life to Him.
My last semester of college, I was
praying after Communion and in
the stillness of my heart these
words came to me very clearly…
“My daughter, I am your King and
I claim you as my own.”  Not long
after, I met a very vibrant, joy-
filled community affiliated with
Franciscan University in
Steubenville, OH. I visited these
Sisters (Franciscan Sisters, TOR of
Penance of the Sorrowful Mother)
and felt like I had come home.  I
knew this is where the Lord wanted
me to carry out the vocation He has
given me to be His bride, and to
give my life for His people. In His
mysterious ways, the Lord has truly
fulfilled the deepest desires of my
heart. I am grateful for all the
support I have received from the
pastors at Christ the King as well as
the people!

Vocations
continued from page 9

Sister Therese Marie Iglesias,
TOR, Diane Iglesias, is the
daughter of Bill and Blanche
Iglesias, faithful parishioners of
Christ the King Church. She is one
of five children, twin Cathy, Bill,
Jeff and Ken. This is her story.

Growing up, I never thought I
would be a religious sister. I
actually had a dream once that I
was a nun and I called it a
nightmare. My nightmare came
true! I grew up here in Jacksonville
and attended Christ the King for
Sunday Mass with my family.
During high school I attended a
retreat called Search. After this
retreat I began to develop a per-

of Music.  Brandon is a composer
who hopes to use his musical talent
to create liturgical music.
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Different Strokes for Different Folks

by Father Richard

Neither the renowned theolo-
gian Karl Rahner nor Father Ron
Rolheiser, OMI, are probably
household words bantered around
the dinner table, even though the
latter’s column is often found in
publications nationwide and local-
ly, in the Florida Catholic. One of
his articles was brought to my
attention and its content bears
repeating. He states that Karl
Rahner once cautioned that we
should never assume that everyone
alive at the same time belongs to
the same generation. 

This is quite evident of the
Church today.  We have different
ecclesiologies (that is different
aspects of Church life which have
developed in response to the needs
of the times) operating in the
Church at the same time.  Since
Vatican II, two and one half gener-
ations have attempted to occupy the
same pew. This causes tension in
most all the churches. 

Tension however is not neces-
sarily inherently evil.  Tension is
sometimes good. It makes us criti-
cal thinkers and affords us an
opportunity to dialogue with oth-
ers. 

We can discover new view-
points and learn how others view
our faith. God’s love and mercy,

His compassion, is far beyond any
small group of like minded individ-
uals or any specific ideology that
may be the center of such groups. 

The challenge for us is to build
our Church combining all the
building materials that come to us
in our respective communities and
even borrow from other parishes
and/or dioceses, both near and far –
perhaps even from other areas of
the world. Thus, melding them into
a proper expression of faith and
love for our God and as an expres-
sion of our love for our God as our
communal gift to Him.

The following is a quote from
Father Ron Rolheiser’s article,
“Setting Our Ecclesial Gauges.”

“To have a healthy ecclesiolo-
gy, we need to monitor the tension
between a series of polarities which
perennially compete with each
other and which need, precisely, a
certain deliberate and delicate regu-
lating. What are these polarities
that are in tension with each other?

Among others, I mention these:
The tension between the liberal

and the conservative.
The tension between the theo-

logical and the devotional.
The tension between the liturgi-

cal and the pastoral.
The tension between Word and

Eucharist.
The tension between social jus-

tice and private morality.
The tension between prophecy

and diocesan structures.
The tension between program

and compassion.
The tension between mission-

ary and maintenance.
The tension between enthusi-

asm and stability.
The tension between ecu-

menism and denominational com-
mitment.

The tension between
Christianity and other religions.

The tension between communi-
ty and individual charisma.

The tension between aesthetics
and simplicity of life.

What then is the point of this
article and what must be our con-
cern regarding these issues?

Certainly the Church is our
Church.  It is catholic, in as much
as it is universal. And, as regards
the above polarities, we need to
become familiar with all aspects of
whatever opposing viewpoints may
be contrary to our own. In the first
place, we need to become familiar
with those items we have not come
in contact with before, and thereby
broaden our understanding of those
views we have shunned as being
opposed to our interests. 

What then is the answer?
Certainly the best place to start
with any project is to first pray
about it. Pray that the Holy Spirit
will enlighten our minds and open
our hearts to our brothers and sis-
ters. Then it would be nice to study
the various issues so that we can
make an informed decision. (This is
good advice for any activity we
involve ourselves with.) Of course,
going to an authority and having
them tell us what we should think
and do is an option, too.  However,
in doing so we give up our respon-
sibility and obligation to be critical
thinkers.

We may never really change
our opinions or views but just by
our attempting to see the other per-
sons’ points of view and their rea-
sons for their beliefs we acquire a
better understanding of other indi-
viduals and put into action God’s
wishful command that we love one
another as He loves us (i.e., without
reservation, without conditions and
without prejudice).

Energies we exert in accom-
plishing our decision making
become as prayers lifted up to God
who sanctifies all our daily efforts.

Certainly by respecting our broth-
ers and sisters in Christ we in turn
respect our God and His wishes.
Our finite minds may or may not
arrive at an all encompassing
answer to specific problems, but we
will have exercised our free will
and certainly our critical thinking
acumen.  We will have forged
ahead acknowledging that in our
ever changing Church we look to
its ultimate end, i.e. the Parousia,
the end times when Christ will
come again.  He will  make all
things “new” and reveal Himself to
us. This then will allow us to
receive our inheritance, our gift that
Christ won for us on the cross and
so willingly shares with us.

So the next time someone exu-
berantly throws up his or her hands
and says “Hallelujah!” don’t cringe
or turn away should you be a less
timid soul or a more conservative
worshiper with more traditional
views.  Respond warmly, “Yes, my
God, “Halleluiah!” and may Your
name ever be praised!”

In no way have I attempted to
fully analyze all the various polari-
ties. I have only presented them for
you, the reader, to reflect upon
them and discuss them with family
and friends, perhaps over a meal.
Becoming aware of our role in life
and where we are and where we fit
in is an ongoing task. Discussion
helps us become critical thinkers
and enables us to face life head on.
Critical thinking helps us analyze
our options and select those that
may affect our lives for years to
come.  Certainly the Good Lord
wants us to live life to the fullest,
and in so doing, we give glory to
Him who created all things. A bet-
ter understanding of ourselves and
those around us helps us to better
understand this wonderful God
who loves us so much.  Blessings
on your day!

Girl & Boy Scouts of America
by Courier Staff

Brownie Troop 338

Kelli Maroney from Brownie
Troop 338 worked hard with her
parents to receive the “Family of
God” Emblem. This emblem repre-
sents approximately 3-4 months
work and helps children discover
God in their daily lives in their fam-
ily and parish community. It com-
pliments and reinforces the sacra-
mental preparation for First
Communion and Reconciliation.

At each girl-scout level scout
leaders may elect to work towards a
religious medal. The six girls from
Cadet Troop 941: Kristen Kersch;
Melissa Leonard; Amanda
Maroney; Michelle Medlock;
Andrea Ramirez and Caitlin Smith
received their Marian Medal and
Silver Medal this past year.

Last year these Cadets worked
especially hard in order to earn
their Marian Medal and their Silver
Medal. Usually the Marian Medal
program takes about one year to
complete if they combined it with
normal troop activities. They decid-
ed to focus four months on just the
Marian Medal project and earned
their medal in approximately four
months. They met every other week
for three hours with a group leader
and completed several service
hour projects. The program aims
to enable them to “proclaim the
greatness of the Lord.” It fea-
tures active involvement in
understanding Mary as the
Model of openness and spiritu-
ality. The program taught them
how to emulate Mary.

After they had earned their
religious medal this group of
Cadets, also took on an addi-
tional program and earned their

silver medals by completing a four
to five month project.  Melissa,
Amanda  and Andrea received their
silver medal by working with
L’Arche Harbor House on a
fundraiser: “A Fashion Show.”
Their efforts earned $2500 for
Harbor House. Kristen, Michelle
and Caitlin  worked with Teresa
Little at Christ the King Day Care
and helped to organize their “End
of the Year Luau.”   “It was a great

success,” said Teresa, director of
the Day Care.

Cub Scout - Pack 5

James Scanlon and Mark Wnuk
worked this past year on the Parvuli
Dei (Children of God) emblem.  It
is given to the scout for advance-
ment in religious knowledge and
spiritual growth. Each project in the
book required family involvement
which brings the whole family
together to be with God.  This pro-
gram takes them approximately
four to six months to complete. 

At each level in scouting
scouts complete several require-
ments that earn recognition. Along
with the religious medal, these
scouts completed and received
several other recognitions for citi-
zenship, sports, and weather.  They
made their Pinewood Derby cars
and  ran them in a race.
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Nocturnal Adoration Society Chapter
Turns 42!

by Paul Ghiotto

Nocturnal Adoration has been
an active ministry for over 40 years
at Christ the King.  It was initially
founded by Christ the King found-
ing pastor, Father Thomas Larkin,
now Bishop Larkin. Christ the King
started its chapter in 1962. The
records as to membership are
somewhat scanty but it appears
there were originally 60 members
at that time. Longtime chapter
treasurer John Faustini remembers
meeting initially in what was then
the nuns’ convent – today the day
care center.  Later the chapter
moved to the “new’ church – what
is now the school cafeteria.  For the
past 27 years the chapter has met
for adoration in the Sacred Heart
Chapel of the current church build-
ing.

The idea of an hour before the
Blessed Sacrament hearkens back
to the time when Christ, Peter and
the two sons of Zebedee were in the
Garden of Gethsemane the night
before He was crucified.  When
Christ came back to the three, after
he had spent some time away pray-
ing alone, he found them sound
asleep.  After rousing them, he
asked Peter, “So, could you not
watch with me one hour? Watch
and pray that you may not enter
into temptation; the spirit indeed is
willing but the flesh is weak.”
(Matt. 26.40-41)

Many of the original members
have moved from the parish or
passed away.  Others have “retired”
due to age or infirmity.  Original
member and longtime faithful
attendee Frank Bauman “fondly”
remembers “getting up from a
warm bed and heading out into a
dark and chilly night” while hoping
that other members of his band
would be there to meet him!
Almost always they were.
Sometimes, however, his group or
another might stay an extra hour if
no one came to relieve them. This
occasionally still happens!

Original members who are still
around and able to continue in ado-
ration 42 years later include:

Frank Becht,  Frank 
Redmond, John McCarthy, 
Tony Shami, Buddy 
Costello, Al Martin, John 
Faustini, Bruce Shuert, 
James Middleton, and 
Anatole Maher

When reading this list keep in
mind that many current and past
parishioners also have put in many
faithful years and hours of adora-
tion for which they are to be highly
commended. Members who record
100% attendance each calendar
year are recognized on a wall
plaque at the entrance to the chapel.
(Thank you, Doris, for doing this
each year for many years and for so
many other chapter tasks helping
John!)

In 1962, membership was limit-
ed to men and remained so for sev-
eral years. When ladies joined the
Society is unclear but they now
make up a good percentage of
membership. Mary Helen
Redmond, Doris Faustini and Mary
Ann Middleton are three of the
longest serving women members of
NAS.

Since 1962 there have been
eight bands which rotate their ado-
ration hours between 10:00 p.m. on
first Fridays and 6:00 a.m. Saturday
morning. In 2002, the hours were
extended on Saturday morning
from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. to coor-
dinate the traditional closing
Benediction service with the 8:15
Mass on Saturday morning.  

Many other very faithful mem-
bers are not part of the rotating
bands but come regularly between
the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 10:00
p.m. on Friday night to sit and pray
with the Lord. This four hour time
slot and the 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.
period on Saturday morning are
also convenient for those people
who can’t make a regular rotating
hour or are confined to a certain
time frame due to family or work
requirements.  Nocturnal Adoration
is kind of like the Rotary Club – but
without the demerits!  Come when
you can!  God understands!

A normal hour of adoration
consists of about 40 minutes of
recited prayer from a Society
prayer book and about 20 minutes
of silent meditation.  The periods of
meditation provide a welcome
opportunity to talk with God one –
on – one.  Original member Rudy
Corbeil remembers deriving a won-
derful feeling of “inner peace and
quietude while sharing time with
Jesus in the Sacred Heart Chapel.”
Frank Bauman remembers also
feeling “so good spending one hour
with my Lord and saying the spe-
cial prayers.”

An interesting note about the
red prayer book used is that it’s the
same book first used over 40 years
ago.  A couple years back the parish
purchased some new copies to
replace old, torn ones.  While
“new” in the sense of age, the
books were largely simple reprints
– including an occasional repeat
misspelling of a word – of the orig-
inal.  Years later, members still
thank God for “spiritual renewals
decreed by the Second Vatican
Council” and sometimes a reader is

still assumed to be a “he.” The last
section, “Prayers for Deceased
Members,” was changed, however,
to refer to “brother and sister ador-
ers.” Sometimes change takes a
while!

Frank also remembers times
when he had to be “nudged or a fel-
low adorer had to be awakened
from a snooze” all the while know-
ing that the Lord understood.  After
all, most likely Jesus and the disci-
ples weren’t in the Garden at three
or four in the morning!  Most like-
ly they got their “hour” in by nine
or ten p.m. and then hit the sack!

Some nights/early mornings it’s
almost impossible to fall asleep
when, usually after a hard rain, a
mysterious, monotonous and loud
knocking sound is heard emanating
from the nave above the altar!  A
leaky roof?  Gremlins? Jim
VanMeter with a hammer?
Apparently, only God knows its
origin!

Several years ago, Resurrection
Catholic Church members seeking
a nocturnal adoration site took over
Band 6 and have continued as faith-
ful nocturnal adorers. Band 6 has
been led for many years by original
member Bruce Shuert, Sr. 

Several adorers come from
other parishes such as Ken
Ulatowski and much of his Band
Seven from Holy Spirit parish,
Dick (head of Band Three) and
wife Dot Sollee from San Jose
parish and Marty Polsenski – for-
mer CTK  parishioner and immedi-
ate past president of the chapter -
from St. Paul in Riverside. Al
Martin remembers being truly
inspired by the faithful attendance
of two longtime members of
Nocturnal - Al  Pink (now
deceased) and his wife, Hazel -
who came to Arlington each month
for many years from Holy Rosary
parish on the north side, so strong
was their devotion. 

It’s difficult to belong to this
ministry and not be impressed by
past members as the Pinks and
those who continue to come.  As
current head of Nocturnal
Adoration, I can’t help but think
about all of the faithful people from
Christ the King and other parishes
who have participated in so many
hours in adoration over the years.
Many have passed on to their eter-
nal reward – the exact goal for
which all members pray so fervent-
ly each month. Truly-inspiring peo-
ple like Pete Conlin, Bob
Matthews, Regis O’Connell, Ray
and Catherine Hauck, and Frank

Broome - all from Band One - are
remembered each month during
Band One’s “Prayers for Deceased
Members” portion of the hour.
Other bands do the same for those
they remember.

Longtime band members tend
to become good friends and share
many events in their lives beyond
Nocturnal Adoration.

Like so many of Christ the
King ministries, the strength of the
ministry lies in its members.
Nocturnal Adoration is probably
the simplest but easily the most
important ministry in which a per-
son can belong.  If a person can join
only one ministry why not try
Nocturnal Adoration?  Prayer and
meditation haven’t killed anyone
yet! Just don’t get pulled over for
speeding on your way to Nocturnal
at 1:00 a.m.  Right, Claretta?

Like the recruiting poster for
the seminary always says, “There’s
always room for one more!”  Won’t
you consider joining us next
month?  Remember, there are no
dues, no collections, it’s all indoor
“work,” restrooms are nearby, seat-
ing is ample, no time share presen-
tation sales pitches, and you can
come as you are. You can even
wear slippers!

One time years ago when the
chapter had only men members,
Band Five leader Buddy Costello
wore his house slippers to the wee
hour devotional. The next month all
of his fellow bandsmen did the
same except for one. When band
member Mike Cascone showed up
in street shoes he noticed that he
was the only who did so.  He imme-
diately apologized for being “out of
uniform!”

In 2004, membership has
remained steady with about 55-60
regularly attending each month.
Average yearly devotional hour
totals is about 750.  In past years
the total was as high as 960.  New
members in this ministry and all
CTK ministries are always needed!
The “watch” must be maintained!
Can you come?

If you cannot become a mem-
ber of the rotating bands please
consider coming during one of the
non-rotating hours between 6:00
and 10:00 p.m. on Friday night or
on Saturday morning from 6 to 8
a.m.  We especially need parish-
ioners to come between 6:00 and
7:00 a.m. on Saturday morning and
join with leader Monica Crisp and
the Registre family.

The next three nocturnal adora-
tion weekends are September 4-5,
October 2-3 and November 6-7.

Chapter officers will be happy
to answer any questions about the
Society.  Please call Paul Ghiotto at
727-5040; Mary Ann Middleton
(secretary) at 743-3953; or John
Faustini (treasurer) at 744-5445.

continued on page 16
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by Ray Walker

Father Robert J. McDermott was the pastor
of Christ the King Church from November,
1999, to May, 2001, almost two years, which
was about the same time Father Robert J. Baker
was there. During this time he continued the
programs inaugurated by his predecessors,
Monsignor Danaher and Father Robert Baker –
the daily exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,
the continuance of the parish newspaper, the
Courier, and the construction of the
media/library/technology Center named in
honor of Mercy Sister Therese Horan. As well as
remodeling the Parish and Shirley Davie Hall.
By re-negotiating the contract for the latter and
using local labor he was able to save the church
many thousands of dollars.

Father McDermott had just left a highly suc-
cessful assignment at St. Patrick’s Church in
Jacksonville during which he substantially
increased attendance at their school and built the
Shamrock Center with a state of the art gymna-
sium, classrooms, offices, and meeting facilities.
All this was accomplished with the parish not
only avoiding any debt but having a surplus of
nearly one half million dollars in its bank
account at his departure.

He began his life in Allentown,
Pennsylvania, where he attended St. Catherine’s
Grade School and Allentown Central Catholic
High School. Despite the fact that his mother,

Pauline, said he was a religious boy and always
said, “You are going to be a priest,” he neverthe-
less began his adult career as an attorney. This
lasted five years, two as an assistant State

Attorney, followed by three as a private tax
lawyer. This part of his life came to an abrupt
end when he finally decided to enter Mary
Immaculate Seminary in Northampton,
Pennsylvania.  

His years as a State Attorney handling crim-
inal cases began to make him cynical, he said,
“After awhile you begin to view almost every-
body as a criminal.” Probably because of this
feeling and in an endeavor to make things right,
he became increasingly involved in prison min-
istry work once he was ordained a priest in
1980. For the last 20 years he has worked almost
every Kairos weekend retreat (two each year) at
the Union Correctional Institute in Raiford,
Florida. In addition, he became an active sup-
porter of the Prisoners-of-Christ ministry found-
ed by his good friend, Ken Cooper.  

After Father McDermott left Christ the King
Church in 2001, Bishop Galeone, noting his
dedication to an expertise in prison work,
allowed his priest to move to St. Patrick’s
Church in Gainesville, Florida, where a com-
pletely new Catholic prison outreach ministry
was created. In the course of an average work
week Father Bob (as all his friends call him)
travels over 650 miles and visits eight prisons in
North Central Florida, saying Mass in each. He
loves what he is doing because he is good at it.
He has been able to weld together his two
careers – law enforcement and religion. Father
McDermott has definitely proved that there real-
ly are “different strokes for different folks.”

A combination school and
church was constructed in 1955 at
the same time a three bedroom
house on Mickler Road near the
church property was purchased to
serve as an office. The permanent
office and rectory were built on
church property in 1964 which
completed the building program
under Father Larkin’s leadership.
As noted earlier, it was a sad day
for him when he got in his car and
headed for Clearwater, leaving
behind the Church and people he
loved so well.

Just before he left, the short
street running from Arlington Road
to Mickler on which the church
property bordered, was named
Larkin Road in honor of the future
Bishop. At that time (about 1960) a
young priest, Father Michael
Devine, was in residence at Christ
the King. During a Church supper,
attended by many people, Father
Devine arose to say (in jest) that he
could not understand why the street
was named Larkin Road when he,
Father DEVINE, was there and
everyone knew that the DEVINE
out-ranked everyone else. It
brought forth a great laugh from
everyone in attendance but no one
laughed louder than Father Larkin.

I recall an incident, during the
late 1960’s when Father Larkin was
the guest speaker for a function at

the Arlington Knights of Columbus
Hall and I was the Master of
Ceremonies. It fell to my lot to
introduce him. With all good inten-
tions, I likened him to St. John
Vianney, the beloved Cure of Ars.
Unfortunately, it greatly embar-
rassed the poor man. It is interest-
ing though, that no matter how
many people I have told this to over
the years, I have never had one per-
son disagree with this comparison.

From Tom Larkin the altar boy
to Pope John Paul II’s friend,
Thomas W. Larkin, the Bishop, the
founder of Christ the King Church
has left a lasting and inspiring
impression on many people during
his four score years as God’s faith-
ful servant.

Bishop  Larkin  -  Four  Score  Years
Continued from page 32

Aftermath
by Siegfried Sassoon (1918)

Does it matter? - losing your leg...
for people will always be kind.

And you need not show that you mind
When others come in after hunting
To gobble their muffins and eggs.

Does it matter? - losing your sight?...
There’s such splendid work for the blind;

And people will always be kind.
As you sit on the terrace remembering

And turning your face to the light.

Do they matter? - those dreams from the pit?
You can drink and forget and be glad.

And people won’t say that you’re mad;
For they’ll know that you’ve fought

for your country.
And no one will worry a bit.
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submitted by Yolanda Cerqueira

The election season is moving into high gear; both the Democrats and
the Republicans have held their conventions and voters are beginning to
take a closer look at each candidate to decide for whom they are going to
cast their vote. This is sometimes referred to as the “silly season” as we
have had many examples over the last several months of how far some
people will go to see that their candidate is elected. Be that it may, come
November 2, 2004, we will have either re-elected George Bush or John
Kerry will be the new incoming president.

What role as Catholic voters do we have to play in the coming
election? According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church we have
definite responsibilities as stated in article 2239. “Service of the common
good requires citizens to fulfill their roles in the life of the political
community.” But at the same time we must also consider that our
Christian conscience does not allow for us to vote for a political program
or individual law that would contradict the fundamentals of our faith and
morals. 

Are there guidelines for the serious Catholic voter to decide what
issues would put us in conflict with the fundamentals of our faith? As
Catholics we know that there are some things that are morally wrong and
are not up for discussion. The United States Council of Bishops has issued
a reminder to us of those evils that are in conflict to the teachings of our
church.

1.  Abortion
The Church teaches that, regarding a law permitting abortions, it is

“never licit to obey it, or take part in a propaganda campaign in favor of
such a law, or to vote for it.” Abortion, the deliberate killing of a human
being before birth, is never morally acceptable.

2.  Euthanasia
This is often disguised as “mercy killing” but it is also a form of

homicide. No one has the right to take his own life, and no one has the
right to take the life of an innocent person. 

3.  Fetal Stem Cell Research
The Pontifical Council for the Family states that “Respect for the

dignity of the human being excludes all experimental manipulation or
exploitation of the human embryo.” Stem cells taken from consenting
adults and even from umbilical cords have the potential to provide new
tissues for therapeutic use, but without any destruction of human life. 

4.  Human Cloning
Any attempt to obtain a human being without any connection with

sexuality through cloning or parthenogenesis are to be considered
contrary to moral law, since they are in opposition to the dignity of both
human creation and of the conjugal union.

5. Homosexual “Marriage”
True marriage is the union of a man and a woman. “To vote in favor

of a law so harmful to the common good” is gravely immoral as stated in
the Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith. 

Faithful Citizenship and The Catholic Vote
How to Determine A Candidate's Position 

Usually the higher the office, the easier it will be to determine a
candidate's stance on a particular issue. Those already in Congress will
have a track record that should be easy to follow. Newspapers and
magazines are places of reference also. 

It may be more difficult to find out the views of those running for
local office concerning legislation on such matters as abortion, cloning,
and the sanctity of marriage but, being local, the candidate usually has a
local office that will explain the position on these issues. 

How Not To Vote 
Do not vote for anyone because they are of your party affiliation or

because of family tradition. It is important to look at each candidate as an
individual; so it may mean that you will vote for candidates from more
than one party. 

Do not vote for a candidate because of their appearance or their
personality. That old saying that "you cannot judge a book by its cover"
still holds true. Some candidates who may be plain looking and lack
media savvy will be the very ones who endorse Christian principles.
Know your candidates!

Do not vote for candidates simply because they are Catholics.
Unfortunately, many so-called Catholics reject basic moral teaching.
They are "Catholic" only when seeking votes from Catholics.

How To Vote
When you go to cast your vote, determine ahead of time how each

candidate stands on those issues that are in conflict to the teachings of the
Church. We must eliminate from consideration candidates who are wrong
on some of the issues even if they are right thinking on the others. 

In some political races, each candidate may take a wrong position on
those issues that are contrary to the Church's teaching. If such is the case
we are advised to vote for the candidate who takes the fewest of these
negative positions; or you may choose to vote for no one. 

The Role of Your Conscience 
All of us have been born with a conscience. It is like a silent alarm

that goes off when something does not seem to ring exactly true. It is also
true to say that many Catholics have not formed their consciences
adequately regarding key moral issues. The result is that their consciences
do not "sound off" at the appropriate times, including Election Day.

It behooves us all to see that we as Catholics and as citizens of this
great country are up to speed in regard to Catholic moral teaching. Be an
informed voter:   read, ask, and discuss. We need to ask ourselves what it
means to be a Catholic living in the United States in the year 2004? As
Catholics, the election and the policy choices that will come about should
only further increase our desire to carry the values of the Gospel and
Church teaching into the public square.

Remember you have the power to change what is unacceptable to you
through the vote and if that doesn't do it, you may run for office yourself! 

Information for this article was gleaned from Faithful Citizenship and
Voter's Guide for Serious Catholics

Who Is Qualified to Vote? 
You must be a United States

citizen, a resident of Florida, and at
least 18 years of age. You must have
proof of age available at registration.
For voter registration in Florida, there
is no waiting period for the
establishment of residency. 

How and Where Do You Register? 
You may register in person

Monday through Friday between
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. at the
Supervisor of Elections Office, 105
Monroe Street. You may also
complete a voter registration
application at any branch of the
Jacksonville Public Library. For

additional locations, call 630-1410. If
you are registering for the first time,
you must register 29 days prior to the
election. After you have registered
you will receive a voter registration
card in the mail. 

Important Note: If you are already
registered but have moved, changed
your name, or need to update your
registration, call 630-1410 for
instructions. 

How To Vote
Your voter identification card

shows the precinct, polling place and
voting districts for your address.

Polls are open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00
p.m. on Election Day. If you move
within the county, you must vote in
your new precinct. A new Florida law
requires voters to produce both
picture and signature identification
prior to voting in person. Take your
voter registration card or some form
of identification bearing your
signature and your photo identity to
the polling place with you. Your
driver’s license is most commonly
used but others are accepted. 

Remember, in order to vote in
the general election in November you
must be registered no later than
October 4th. 

GGuuiiddee ll iinneess     ffoorr     VVoott iinngg    iinn     FF lloorr iiddaa
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Arlington
Residents Fight

Blight
by Tonyaa Weathersbee

Elizabeth James moved to Old
Arlington three decades ago – back
when it was known as just
Arlington. But she’s worried that
her neighborhood isn’t wearing its
age with dignity.

Businesses that used to thrive
along Arlington’s inner core are
drying up. There’s too much litter,
and too many people who keep
junked cars and boats in their
yards.

“When we moved here, we
were a young family with young
children,” said James, who lives in
Alderman Park. “But the
neighborhood has aged. ...A lot of
the older people are dying off.
Military families have moved in,
and moved out, and rented their
homes. The population is more
transient.”

But Old Arlington – that part of
Arlington that lies roughly between
the Mathews Bridge and Regency
Square – won’t tip into blight.

At least not if James and a
newly organized group of church
leaders can help it.

In August, 120 lay leaders and
pastors from churches in the
Arlington area hooked up with
ICARE, the Interchurch Coalition
for Action, Reconciliation and
Empowerment. ICARE, a faith-
based community empowerment
organization, trained those lay
leaders and pastors on how to build
relationships with their
congregations and communities on
neighborhood concerns, and on
strategies to address those
concerns. The group is now known
as ACT, or Arlington Churches
Together.

James, a lay leader at Christ the
King Catholic Church, is an ACT
board member. She believes that
the organization may have a special

appeal when it comes to reaching
out to residents on a grassroots
level.

“We’re concerned about crime,
and we’re concerned about litter,
trash and old cars and boats sitting
in people’s yards,” James said. “We
believe there’s power in numbers
[to combat neighborhood
problems].”

“ACT provides the numbers.”
Already, it seems to be doing

just that.
In February, at a public meeting

that ACT held at Arlington United
Methodist Church, 12 public
officials committed themselves to
work with the organization on a
number of issues. Among those
issues was the possibility of adding
trash receptacles to some bus stops
to reduce litter, while Sheriff John
Rutherford agreed to increase litter
law enforcement.

Code enforcement officials also
agreed to work harder on seeing to
it that residents respect city codes,
and ACT also agreed to conduct
three major neighborhood cleanups
next year.

It was encouraging that so
many public officials showed up at
that meeting, James said. But what
was even more encouraging was
the fact that nearly 400 church and
community residents showed up.

“We were able to pull a lot of
people from the neighborhood,”
James said.

I hope that, through the work of
ACT and members like James,
people will see how a
neighborhood can wear its age
gracefully – without accepting
blight as an accessory.

Reprinted from The Times-Union
with permission

For more current information on
this subject see page 27

Parish
Rally

by D. Scobie 

With an invitation to bring
your family to a Parish Rally we
attended one of the two evenings
set aside to “Share the Spirit —
Share the Story and Share Christ
the King!” 

A clown kept the many
children entertained while the
parents attended the meeting. The
treats looked good, too, with
popcorn, cotton candy, brownies
and cookies to nibble. 

After entertaining music
provided by Music for Life, an
introduction of the parish and
school administrative staff kicked
it off. A great deal of information
was shared on Facility
Improvements which provided an
update on the remodeling of the
rectory with a budget of less than
$3,000; painting of the entire
complex (still needing funds to
cover the 130 gal. of paint used);
air conditioning status (a good
portion paid by a bequest) for both
the church and hall; needed roof
repairs; irrigation system still

being handled by an artesian well;
more security and fencing around
the school and a teachers’ lounge
rounded out where our funds were
going and needed. 

Church administrator Frank
Japour used an audio/video
presentation, Rumors vs. Reality,
to discuss what the administration
considered widely held concerns
of school parents. Frank and
school principal Janet Morton
addressed concerns that the
school’s math education was
inferior by citing statistical data to
the contrary, but also pledged that
new math teaching materials and
tutoring would be implemented.
Other concerns included a decline
in student involvement in physical
education and limited activities for
children in after school care. The
Pre-K program was praised for its
accomplishments in retaining
competent staff and passing
governmental inspections.

I’m looking forward to the
next Parish Rally and I hope it will
address church issues.

by Cynthia Surles

On March 29 Bishop Robert
Baker and other bishops from
Florida, Georgia, North Carolina
and South Carolina completed
their “ad limina” visit to Rome.
Since such visits are scheduled
only every five years this was the
first for Bishop Baker since he
became bishop in 1999. He and
retired Bishop David Thompson of
Charleston met individually with
Pope John Paul II for about 15
minutes. Bishop Baker gave an
overview of what’s going on in his
Diocese of Charleston. Though
physically very weak, the pope at
83 was mentally alert, paying close

attention and occasionally asking
questions or adding comments.

The pope recently stated that
feeding tubes should not be
removed from patients in
vegetative states. Bishop Baker
thinks this perception may come
from the pope’s awareness of his
own weakened state.

In their larger group meeting,
the pope brought up the discontent
caused by the sex abuse scandal in
the American church over the past
two years. He wants bishops to
focus on their own spirituality to
set an example for society. Two
years ago the U.S. Conference of
Bishops adopted a zero-tolerance
policy toward priests who abuse
children. The Southern bishops

reaffirmed this in a meeting with
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, head of
the Vatican’s Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith.

One concern is the defrocking
of child-abusing priests who are
then sent out into society. Some
bishops feel it would be better to
remove abusers from parish
ministry, keep them away from
children and require that they do
penance in a structured
environment, such as a religious
community.

Since Bishop Baker took office
four years ago several victims have
come forward with stories of abuse
from decades ago.  According to
the sex-abuse report there have
been 23 abusive clergy members

and at least 45 victims in South
Carolina, most of them from the
1970s. Bishop Baker tries to meet
with each victim personally as they
come forward. He feels he has the
moral responsibility to apologize
to that person on behalf of the
Church.

On a lighter note and for the
delight of sports fans, Bishop
Baker advised that the pope
clarified widely reported earlier
remarks to Australian bishops
about soccer games on Sunday.
The remarks referred to those who
missed Mass to play soccer.  He
did not mean that you could not
watch sports on Sunday.

REFERENCE: DAVE MUNDAY
Of The Post  and Courier  Staff

Bishop Baker 

visits
Pope
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by Frank Becht

Anthony “Tony” and Sarah
Germano were original members of
Christ the King living on Pine
Summit Drive in 1954.  They came
from a large family in New York,
New York.

Tony’s parents were Rosario
Germano and Mary Curto, both
from Caniati, Sicily, who came to
the United States in 1907 and 1909.
Prior to coming to the United States
they were neighbors and were
married in Italy.  Tony’s two
brothers and sister were born in
Italy.  Tony, however, was born in
New York.  The Germanos were
shoemakers in Sicily and in New
York.

Sarah was born of Guy Thomas
Xhilome from Messina, Sicily, and
Concetta LoBagno of Calabria,
Italy.  One parent came to the
United States in 1913 and the other
in 1917.  Sarah was born in New
York.  She has one brother and four
sisters. Her family were also
shoemakers in New York who
owned the Lavalle Shoe Company.
Tony’s father was a superintendent
of the factory and Tony worked as a
supervisor for several years.  Sarah
worked in the office of the Lavalle
Shoes and also modeled shoes, she
was a perfect size 4B.

Tony and Sarah were married at
Immaculate Conception Church in
New York in 1941.  Shortly after
their marriage, Tony entered the
armed services, first going into the
Air Force but ended up in the
infantry.  Tony left the service in
1946, whereupon he returned to
Lavalle Shoe Company as a shoe

salesman traveling all over the
United States.  

In 1954 they decided to move
to Jacksonville, Florida where they
bought a home in Arlington. Being
an energetic type, Tony felt it was
time to go into business for himself.
He first became a partner in a drug
store operation but soon became
more interested in a general
merchandise store.  He bought a
business which he called
“Anthony’s 5 and 10 cent store”
located at Southside Boulevard and
Beach Boulevard.  He and Sarah
operated the store until 1970 when
they sold the business.  He worked
in sales with one of his former
suppliers until 1981 when he
retired.

The Germanos have a lovely
family of five children all of whom
still live in Jacksonville:  Christine,
married with two children, Ross,
married with two children, Joan
(Joni) married with three children,
Roberta (Robin), married with
three children and Guy Thomas
(Tom) married with two children.
All of the Germano children
graduated from Christ the King and
Bishop Kenny.  Tony proudly
announced that they had paid
tuition for 19 years to Catholic
institutions, including the college
years – the best money he ever
spent.  Tony and Sarah are very
proud of their family which is
comprised of a board member of
“Dreams Come True,” an attorney,
two nurses, and an account director.
In addition the family has13

grandchildren and 6 great
grandchildren.  

Even though Tony and Sarah
were very involved in running a
time-consuming family business,
they were also very involved in
Christ the King.   Sarah was a
member of CKCCW, Circle One,
car-pooling, and many  activities.
Tony was involved in the first two
fund-raising drives of the parish.
He was also a member of the Holy
Name Society, Daily Adoration, the
Arlington Knights of Columbus,
and in charge of the altar servers.
The five children were involved in
all sorts of school activities.

The Germano family is a very
close-knit family.  When asked if
he had anything he would like to
comment on, he promptly said that
he felt the education his children
received at Christ the King and
Bishop Kenny were the big factors
in their successful development.
He and Sarah left Christ the King
parish on December 27, 2002, after
48 years as members.  He and
Sarah live close to all their children
in the Mandarin area.  They now
attend Mass at St. Joseph’s but miss
the days of Christ the King.
Christ the King is home for
Sarah and Tony and they have
many memories. Tony buried his
mother, father, and a brother at
Christ the King. The Germano’s
celebrated five graduations, four
First Communions, five
Confirmations, and two of the

family were married at Christ the
King. When I left his home in
Mandarin, Tony handed me a large
envelope full of change with
instructions to give it to the Christ
the King Poor Box.

Tony also added another very
interesting story about a
granddaughter, Sara Lawler, a
graduate of Bishop Kenny High
School and an accomplished
member of the Bishop Kenny track
team.  While in college she had an
opportunity to go to India where
she worked in the missions and
there met Mother Theresa. The
following summer, she organized
another trip to work in Mother

Theresa’s ministries.  On still
another occasion during her college
years, she earned a scholarship to
Africa where she worked with
needy families for six months.
How proud they are of Sarah
Lawler!

The Germano’s grandson
Robert, another Bishop Kenny
grad, is a Gunnery Sergeant in the
Marines. Robert recently returned
from Iraq and also served in Desert
Storm. Tony kept an American Flag
flying in his yard the whole time
Robert was in Iraq.

It has been an honor and a
privilege for me to have known this
family since 1959 and to have the
opportunity to write “their story”.
I’m sure many others in Christ the
King feel likewise.  Thank you for
being part of us!

Gem
The  Germanos

Christine, Ross, Sarah, Tony, Tom Robin and Joni

continued from page 12

2004 Nocturnal Adoration
Band Leaders:

Band 1 – Paul Ghiotto
Band 2 – Eli Shami 
Band 3 – Dick Sollee
Band 4 – Al Martin 
Band 5 - Buddy Costello 
Band 6 – Bruce Shuert, Sr.
Band 7 – Ken Ulatowski
Band 8 – Jim Middleton
6:00 -7:00 a.m. – Monica Crisp
7:00 - 8:00 a.m. – John Faustini
Nocturnal Adoration was

established in Rome in 1810. By
1877, Spain alone had 99,000

members in 653 chapters.  The
movement has spread worldwide
from the European countries. In
1903, the Society came to New
York City where it was organized
in the Church of St. Jean Baptiste
which became the national
headquarters in the United States in
1929. Today, there are over 500
chapters in the United States with
over 60,000 members. Christ the
King and Assumption are the only
Jacksonville area parishes offering
nocturnal adoration through the
night and early morning hours on
the first full weekend of each
month.

Nocturnal Adoration Society Chapter Turns 42!
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T h a n k s  F o r T h e  M e m o r i e s . . . . .
by Daisy McDonald

We are an organization of
women who are dedicated to
sharing our time, talent and treasure
for the Church and community. We
offer each other spiritual and social
support. We are a branch of the
Diocesan council of Catholic
Women and originally we were
known as the “Guild,” founded at
Christ the King by Bishop Larkin.
Twenty-nine dedicated faithful
women held  meetings in the parlor
of Saint Mary’s Home, which we
know today as L’Arche Harbor
House.

CKCCW was organized in
1954, CKCCW grew to 200 women
and 13 circles. By 1964 those same
women accomplished many extra-
ordinary things such as air
conditioning the church, building
the religious gift shop, and
donating $20,000 towards the
rectory. Currently there are eight
Circles which meet on a monthly
basis after the Board meeting at
various times
f r o m
S e p t e m b e r
through June.
The Board
meets the first
Monday of the
month.

During the
year we have social and spiritual
events. We raise money through
events such as our Christmas bake
sale and raffles, card party,
luncheons, entertainment and
Father’s Day Mass cards. The
money we raise is donated to
various charity programs in the
Jacksonville area and to help our
Church and school.

As we celebrate our 50th

anniversary we continue with our
commitment and dedication to our
parish.

Let’s tap into the memory bank
of some of our past Presidents.

Phyllis Bauman: President
1968 - 1970

Some of my memories after 34
years are not so easy to remember.
The first thing I must remind
anyone is that a President is as good
as the people she has working with
her. In my heart I feel that I had the
very best people who wanted to
succeed in their commitment to our
Parish. Our task was to assist our
pastor in every way, and we helped
financially with our projects and
service. Truly that is what I strived
to do.

I would be remiss if I did not
mention my mentors. They were
the ladies of St. Joseph’s Circle 6,
the Senior Circle...Mary Agnes

Fagorty and Grandma Fagorty,
Rosemary McKaig, Rose Miller,
Mary Evelyn Gent, Mary Weber,
Marguerite Hodge, Arlene Bennett,
Vera Bridge, Emilie Azar,
Katherine Busch, Josephine
Caldwell, Mary Ann Ghioto, Nan
Hefron, Agnes Leitheiser, Marjorie
Morris, Catherine Nicholson. They
were always there for me and their
energy was unmatched. My thanks
to all those ladies.

I was a member of the Guild
from its formation. From circle
chairman to civic chairman to
secretary, I was learning all the
time. Finally I had the great honor
of serving as President of the guild.
At the time we had 200 members.

M a n y
exciting events
or projects
h a p p e n e d
during those
years. My very
favorite was
what we called
the winter ball

which took place sometime in the
fall, usually in November. It was
held at the Southside Women’s
Club. It continued for a number of
years and was a great fund-raiser.
The last one to be held was in the
old Parish hall not in November but
in February. Those wonderful
dress-up dinners came to an end
February 1980.

In the spring there was always
the bazaar. Everyone had fun - it
was a lot of work sometimes, and it
seemed we had more rainy days
than not. Rain or shine the
parishioners came to make the
bazaar a success. Usually some
time during the day the sun would

come through. The
ladies, their
husbands and sons
all worked on
preparing for the
bazaar. Booths of
all kinds were set up
on the day of the
event.

One of the many
things I am proud of starting was
the Living Rosary. We would all
meet in the Church and each lady
was given a candle; the Church
lights were dimmed. Ladies were
lined up in the aisle next to each
other at the end of the pews. As
each lady’s turn came she would
light her candle from the one in
front of her and say the Hail Mary.
Each decade was prayed and every
candle was lit. It was and is very
beautiful as it is still celebrated
each year at the Christmas season. I
do believe that all of the 200
women attended. It would never
have been so successful, if not for

Ann Olinto, who organized
it each year.

Remember what I said
in the beginning of this
report, if you have the right
people working for you,
you will succeed. I truly
believe we did.

Thanks for the
memories.

What remarkable memories.
Thank you, Phyllis.

Peggy Mills: President 1972 -
1974

There were not as many
organizations in the Parish in those
days, so most of the women
belonged to the Guild, Legion of
Mary, Altar Society and our Home
and School council.

The Annual Parish Bazaar, was
a large affair. All
Circles participated
and each usually had
their own booth.
Dinner cooked and
served by men in the
Holy Name Society,
and it was well
attended by our
parishioners. We
raffled off three
valuable items.

We had all
meetings in the old
clubhouse which has been replaced
by the Kingdome. Our new Church
had not been built so Mass was said
in the building which is now the
Parish Hall.

In the late 1960’s, we started
having our annual “Queen for a
Day”, which consisted of a fashion
show and luncheon at the Hilton
Hotel and then the Alhambra
Dinner Theater. A name was drawn
and a lucky lady was crowned
Queen for a day. She would be
dressed in a cape and tiara and
receive many gifts. The theatre was
always packed for this affair.
Several ladies served on various
committees each year. A raffle was
held with a prize which was usually
a lovely diamond ring. The First
Vice President and
Second Vice President
chaired this affair and
later the Variety Show.

In the early 1970’s
a Variety show was
held at the Alhambra
and later at the
Thunderbird Motel and
the  performers
consisted of our many
talented men and
women of the parish.

We also had a
Mother- Daughter
Communion each year
in the Clubhouse.

B e a u t i f u l
memories. Thank you, Peggy.

Doris Faustini: President 1976
- 1978

Some recollections of the Guild
as we knew the organization
originally.

When I first joined the Guild in
1968, it was the only formal
organization for women of the

Parish. There was also the Home
and School Council, our PTA,
which was an organization for
parents of school children. The
many ministries we have today
were non-existent, therefore the
Guild was called on for many
functions and activities.

It was the Guild who hosted our
change of Pastors in May of 1977.
Monsignor John Lenihan left and
Monsignor Danaher arrived. We
had receptions for both occasions.

With the advent of all our lay
ministries, the role of CKCCW has
diminished but is no less important
to the life of Christ the King Parish.

Serving as President of the
Guild of Christ the King will
always be a high point in my life.

Wonderful recollections. Thank
you, Doris.

This is just
some of their
recollections I am
sure there is so
much more they
could add.
However all past
presidents are
equally proud to
have served and
very satisfied of
t h e i r
accomplishments.

Gloria Nebrich, President
from 1991 - 1993 also 1995 - 1997,
resurrected the visitation to the
First Coast Nursing Home with
monthly birthday parties. The
circles take turns celebrating the
birthdays of the residents with a
cake, candles and entertainment.
Thanks to Trudy Cameron and
Helen Ramos for their continuing
commitment to this ministry. These
two ladies organize the
entertainment each month. The
residents are always pleased.

An event that started many
years ago and is continuing is the
annual Day of Reflection at
Marywood. This day is designed to
be Spiritually rewarding and is
guaranteed to be an uplifting day.

Over the years
CKCCW has made many
contributions to our Parish.
Some of our projects
include, the iron rail
outside the Parish Hall,
remodeling of the Bride’s
room, lights in Sheppard’s
Square and redecorating
the rectory foyer. The most
recent project was
improvements to the music
room.

God has blessed
CKCCW with 50 years of
giving of time, talent,
treasure and love to our
Church and Community.

Happy 50th Anniversary
CKCCW

For more information about this
worthy organization please contact:

Patrice Pruitt at 645-6132 our
current President.
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1954 Fifty Years
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of Sharing 2004

More pictures on page 31
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F R A N K  J A P O U RF R A N K  J A P O U R
community - an outstanding day care facil-
ity, a grammar school second to none, and
a lively faith and worship center for the
fifty plus ministries and affiliate organiza-
tions committed to the service of our Lord
and his people, your brothers and sisters in
Christ. At this time of celebration of the
50th anniversary of the founding of our
parish, we pause to reflect on the steward-
ship of those whose tireless commitment
over time have brought us to this great
moment in parish history. 

The legacy we inherit of our national-
ly recognized parish was brought about
through the collective efforts of the many
over time who have truly demonstrated a
selfless stewardship of time, talent, and
treasure. Now, changing demographics and
other dynamics dictate that we revitalize
the spirit of our community in order to
ensure the heritage we leave our children’s
children can be looked upon with the grat-
itude and appreciation so richly deserved
by the pioneers of Christ the King, many of
whom are still practicing stewards. Sadly,
as their numbers dwindle, seemingly there
are fewer of us willing to do their part, par-
ticularly when it comes to becoming
directly involved in the many parish activ-
ities so necessary to sustain the vitality of
our community. 

Have you noticed the fresh paint on the
rectory, main church, parish halls, and
gymnasium? Have you noticed the ongo-
ing grounds beautification to include the
stations of the cross and grotto?  Have you
noticed the appeal in the Sunday bulletins
throughout the summer for a donation of
your time and talent to accomplish these
projects? With over 1300 registered fami-
lies in our parish, surely there are more
than three individuals willing to help paint
your house of worship. Three! There were
certainly more than three willing to com-
plain about those responsible for the choice
of color. At the May Ministries’ apprecia-
tion dinner,  the table for parish grounds’
beautification was represented by one dear
soul who, with her children, routinely tries
to beautify our parish grounds - ONE! Yes,
there were several others who tend to their
own little part of the garden grounds, seat-
ed at the tables of other ministries, tables
also without the significant numbers of
bygone days of those cheerfully willing to
give back to God His fair share of their
time and talent. 

It’s been seven months now since I
took the position as your parish administra-
tor. I can report with full confidence that I
have been truly amazed to discover the
inner workings continued on page 21

“If Not Me . . .
Who Then?”

by Frank Japour

Early this summer, through a series of “parish rallies,”
we set out to inform you and affirm for you the many
blessings to be found within the boundaries of our faith

f r o m  t h e  d e s k  o f  

Christ the King Basketball
Looking Back - The Early Years

by Ann Sabatino

Richard (Dick) Sabatino, coached
Christ the King basketball in the early to
mid 60’s. Despite having no inside  gym to
practice in, the team still managed to make
it to the playoffs but lost in triple overtime.
The team practiced on an outdoor court
which was located just west of the ball
field. Morningstar School now occupies
the site. Time marches on. Today, Richard
has Alzheimer’s disease. Please pray for
him.

The following article was taken from a
newspaper article in the fall of 1962 or

1963 titled “Assumption Pick.”

Assumption Meet Pick

Assumption, recent winner of the
Catholic Grade School basketball League
with a 17-1 record, has been seeded first
for the Catholic Grade School tournament
slated for Bishop Kenny Gymnasium
beginning Thursday.

St. Paul of Jacksonville Beach is sec-
ond seeded with St. Paul of Riverside and
St. Joseph following.

Defending champion is St. Paul of
Jacksonville. Dark horse of the meet is
Christ the King, which has lost four games
this season by one point.

L-R back row: Rollie Rourke, Jr. Bill Pickett (deceased), Coach
Dick Sabatino, Richard Casey, —————-, 
Ross Germano, Ned Johnson
L-R front row: Mike Roehrig, ——-, Dicky Norman, Danny
Rourke, Greg Edmonds
Can a reader name the two unidentified players?

We were athletes once . . . and young

Pictures submitted by Al Rucci, long time head of CKAA
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continued from page 20   
of a small city. What I also found is
that, like in most settings ofcollec-
tive human endeavor, the few sus-
tainthe many. Prior to my position
here I cheerfully participated in my
stewardship, mostly the treasure
component, a semi-annual partici-
pation in the Life Teen retreat
weekends, and an occasional 2nd
Monday Mass at the Sulzbacher
center. My very busy work and
family schedule seemingly pre-
vented further involvement in
parish activities. Yet, interestingly
enough, my little time spent in
those giving moments were pro-
foundly rewarding to my spiritual
well being. Not once did I ever
reflect that ‘my’ time spent doing
something to promote God’s call to
serve others could otherwise have
been better spent. God’s call to
stewardship integrates time and tal-
ent, as well as treasure. 168 hours a
week is His gift to us.

Check your Sunday bulletin to
familiarize yourself with the fifty -
plus ministries active in your
parish and search your heart. Can
you not find less than two hours a
week to serve God and your chil-
dren by example? If not you, who
then? Day care, school, rectory . . .
opportunity abounds and the bene-
fits are out of this world!

CKCCW
by Patrice Pruitt

Our schedule for the coming
year is very full beginning with
first quarter’s meeting on
September 23 which will be a din-
ner meeting.

On October 2 the first Saturday
Mass will be held outside at Mary’s
shrine with circle members leading
the congregation in the rosary fol-
lowing Mass.  We will be gathering
school clothing for children at
Woodland Acres School during
October’s “Children Matter” obser-
vation.

Also the fall Deanery meeting
will be held at St. Joseph’s in
Mandarin sometime in October or
early November.  November will
bring us raffle ticket time in prepa-
ration for our drawing at the
December 4th bake sale and bou-
tique.

We will be helping the Diocese
with the Mass and dinner celebra-
tion for couples who have celebrat-

ed their 20th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th, or
more years of marriage.

On December 2 we will attend
the 5:30 Mass and then process to
the Shirley David Hall for the
Living Rosary and the Christmas
Party.  This is truly a celebration of
“Faith, Food, Fun, and
Fellowship”.

January 27 will find us having
our general meeting at the Olive
Garden restaurant.  This is a lunch-
eon meeting and an election of offi-
cers will be held.  On February 12
our annual card party will be held
and we will be collecting food and
clothing for the farm workers.
February 27 will be CKCCW
Family Day with families seated
together at Mass and in the Parish
Hall after Mass.

In March the Spring Deanery
Dinner meeting will be held at St.
Paul’s. We don’t have a date as yet.
The last Thursday in March we will
have our last general meeting for
the year.  Then, at Selva Marina we

will install the officers for the com-
ing two-year term in preparation
for the Council of Catholic Women
Convention which will be the first
part of April.

It looks to be a busy and pro-
ductive year as we will continue to
celebrate nursing home patients’
birthdays each month, to work on
the Advent tree and gift distribu-
tion, and work with Camp I Am
Special.  We will decide at a later
date what special project we will
use our funds for within our parish.

All women of the parish are
invited to attend all meetings and
functions and, if you are interested
in joining, contact any member.
We are in special need of younger
members to help carry on our work
as many of our older members are
not able to take on much of the
work anymore.

Our year will end on May 7
with Mass and rosary at the outdoor
shrine to celebrate the month of
Mary. Please join us.

Alaskan Cruise
by Claretta Lamusga

A spirited group of 22 persons
arrived in Vancouver, British
Columbia on July 18th to board the
beautiful cruise ship, the
Norwegian Sun.

This group was made up of
Father Thanh, six additional Christ
the King parishioners, friends from
Holy Spirit and Blessed Trinity in
Jacksonville, friends from Kansas,
Ohio and Minnesota.

The trip was a fund raiser to
celebrate our parish’s 50th anniver-
sary. Even though our group was

not large, we had a wonderful
experience seeing the beauty of
nature in the glaciers, mountains
and streams. We also did the usual
touristy things while enjoying fel-
lowship with one another.

Father Thanh celebrated Mass
everyday in the ship’s chapel and
we had some guest’s at Mass from
the Netherlands and Great Britain.

We were sorry more parish-
ioners could not join us but we
were given credit for all 22 mem-
bers of our group with Christ the
King receiving a check from the
travel agency for $5,980.
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by Frank Becht

This article is in response to an
article by Anna Quindlen,
CASTING THE LAST STONE,
published by Newsweek on May
31, 2004.

Anna Quindlen seems to think
there has been a change of  heart by
the Catholic Church regarding its
position on  abortion and other faith
beliefs of the Church for political
purposes. NOT SO, ANNA! The
Catholic Church has had a long-
standing opposition to taking of
innocent human life from the
earliest times of the Church.

The confusion comes about as a
result of so called “Catholic”
politicians trying to straddle both
sides of the fence in order to gain
favor with the voter. 

As Catholics, we believe in
certain moral values  which are the
standards of our faith. The
“Eucharist” (Communion) is the
center of the Catholic  faith. As
such, we go to great lengths to
protect and foster that belief. To
abuse the Eucharist in any way is a
grave sin with grave spiritual
consequences. 

Another basic belief is the
Catholic Church universal
opposition to abortion (the taking
of innocent human life). The
sanctity of marriage, “the union of
one man and one woman,” is
another very basic Catholic belief.
To purport one is Catholic and not
adhere to these beliefs is not only a
betrayal of one’s faith, it begs the
question, “Is he/she Catholic?” 

It is true that our Catholic
bishops have not always been as
vigilant as they should have been,
but the abortion issue has not been
a factor until recently. Roe vs.
Wade did not arise as an issue until
1973. Had the Catholic hierarchy

spoken out on the issues of
abortion, Communion, euthanasia
and same-sex marriage earlier, they
would not be the issues that they
are.  The marriage issue and same-
sex unions have not been issues
until very recently. Today,
politicians  such as John Kerry, Ted
Kennedy, Tom Daschle, Nancy
Pelosi and Dick Gephardt are using
the “Catholic” label to gain favor
with the Catholic voter. Can they be
considered “Catholic?”

We agree, it is one thing to
preach the teachings of the Church
and to use it for political advantage.
Likewise, it is another thing to
present oneself as a Catholic to
gain the favor of the voter and
refuse to practice his/her so-called
faith and act in violation of that
faith. This is a betrayal of the worst
sort, doing whatever it takes to get
elected.

Admittedly, the sexual abuse
scandal has been a moral
breakdown in the clergy ranks and
a gross failure on the part of

Catholic hierarchy to take proper
corrective measures. The teaching
of the Church has remained the
same since the early Church. The
cultural changes of society have
had enormous effects on people,
families and communities in
general, resulting in “What is right
and what is wrong?” 

People today feel at liberty to
decide for themselves “What is
right and what is wrong,” but that
does not relieve them of the respon-
sibility of developing an “informed
conscience” in light of their faith
and the teaching of the Church.
Anna, being out of step with the
times does not necessarily make a
belief or a teaching wrong. Rather,
it is wrong to ignore the advice of
an informed conscience. Here-in
lies the problem, the misuse of the
freedom of conscience.

Let’s hope and pray that our
politicians, Republican and
Democrat, will do a better job of
presenting themselves and their
ideas and beliefs to the public.

OOppiinn iioonn ::
NN oo     CC hh aa nn gg ee     OO ff     HH ee aa rr tt

Mary  Louise  Pellicer    
by Darlene O’Neal

One of the brightest “gems” in
our parish is Mary Louise Ghioto
Pellicer. Mary Louise was born in
Jacksonville, Florida on August 21
in the year 1911. She is the
daughter of the former Mary Ann
Losco from Loretto, Florida and
Harry Telfair Ghioto who was born
in Italy. Harry came to the United
States with his family when he was
a small child. When Harry was
baptized, he was baptized as Henry
because the priest remarked there
was no St. Harry.

Mary Louise is one of ten
children. She has seven brothers,
Ralph, Sr., Wilford, Telfair, Joseph,
Fred, Vincent and Ronald. Ralph
and Telfair are deceased. She has
two sisters, Madeline and Anita.
Being the second oldest and having
to help care for her siblings, she felt
needed and it helped her to prepare
for the future when she had her own
family to care for. Mary Louise was
baptized at Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church downtown and
attended St. Joseph’s Academy at
7th and Market Streets in the
Springfield area. She and her
family worshiped at the old Holy
Rosary Catholic Church.

Mary Louise has fond
memories of her childhood and
especially of her school days at St.
Joe. She recalled one day when she
and her best friend, Verna
McCormick, planned to go
horseback riding after school. They
wore knickers under their coats
hoping their teacher wouldn’t
notice but another classmate did
notice and told on them. They were
asked to stay after school and
explain. Sister Mary Brendan was
surprised and asked Mary Louise if

she also had “a plug of tobacco” in
her back pocket.

Another of her classmates was
Clementine Adeeb, the mother of
parishioner, Patricia Thomas. Mary
Louise Ghioto and Francis Robert
Pellicer were married in 1935 at
Holy Rosary Catholic Church.
Francis, better known as Frank,
was born in St.Augustine, Florida.
He worked for Railway Express for
37 years.

The Pellicer family moved in
1954 to the Arlington area and
became members of the newly
formed parish of Christ the King.
Mary Louise remembers the first
Masses held at Jacksonville
University in the portable buildings
where black panels were hung at
the windows and kerosene heaters
were used to keep warm. Every
Sunday, Frank Pellicer complained
to his wife about getting a headache
from the fumes and threatened to
go downtown to Immaculate
Conception. She said she just
listened to him and never

commented because she knew they
would be back again the next
Sunday.

When the Masses were moved
to the JU gym the first person she
saw there she knew was John
Lanahan, now deceased. She also
saw her first plastic baby bottle
when one rolled down the steps
during the Mass.

In 1965 her husband died and
Mary Louise got a job with
Furchgotts department store
downtown and worked there for
several months before moving to
the new store at Regency Square.
She quit her job in the late 70’s to
care for her mother who had fallen
and broken her hip.

The Pellicers raised three sons,
Frank, David and Donald. Mr. and
Mrs. Pellicer were always proud
that they were able to send their
children to Catholic schools. All
three sons attended Catholic
elementary schools and Bishop
Kenny High School. Mrs. Pellicer
worked at fund raisers and

carnivals at the schools and she
also represented Christ the King
parish as mother of students at
Kenny. She reported to the parish
council about school activities.

Her son Frank retired from the
Jacksonville Fire Department and
has a small business supplying
veterinary supplies to hunters. He
and his wife, Judith, have two
children, Rob and Allison. Rob has
three children and Allison has two
children. Frank and Judith attend
Christ the King Catholic Church.
Her son David retired from the
Federal Court system and now
works with his brother, Donald, in
real estate. He and his wife,
Clarice, have five children, David,
Jr., Theresa, Joseph, Michael, and
Christopher. David Jr. has two
children, Theresa has four children,
Michael has two children and
Christopher has one child. David
and Clarice attend Assumption
Catholic Church. Her son Donald is
with Mann-Pellicer, Century 21
Real Estate. He and his wife,
Theresa have two children, Donald,
Jr., and Robert. They attend
Assumption Catholic Church.
Altogether Mary Louise has
fourteen great-grandchildren. 

Mrs. Pellicer wanted it known
that even though they are
daughters-in-law, she loves Judith,
Clarice and Theresa as if they were
her daughters, and could not
imagine life without them. She is
very appreciative of everything
they do for her. 

Mary Louise Pellicer learned to
drive when she was 41 years of age
and still drives herself to church.
She has been a faithful parishioner
at Christ the King Church for fifty
years and is a regular at the 12:00
Noon Mass on Sundays.

GGeemm

Mary Louise and Frank Pellicer with sons, Frank, Donald & David
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by Jeanette Ghioto

In March of 2003 my mom
called me one day to report that she
was the color of a banana. I thought
she must be kidding me - but I
know my mom and she really does
not joke about things like that. I
became alarmed. The reality soon
became very clear. My mom was as
yellow as a banana because she had
severe jaundice. The doctor was
immediately at work identifying
the cause. 

My mother’s name is Hildegard
Frieda Elsner Lawrence. She was
born in 1921, the youngest
daughter of a police official in
Bochum, Germany. She grew up in
Nazi Germany and was made a
prisoner of war when World War II
broke out. My grandfather was
placed under house arrest during
these times for refusing to comply
with the Nazi regime. It was a very
challenging time for him and my
grandmother and their four
children. 

After the war in 1953 my mom
met and married my dad - an army
master sergeant and they moved to
the United States. I am their oldest
daughter and 18 months after my
birth my only sibling Rachel was
born. My dad died in 1997 at the
ripe old age of 92. He is now laid to
rest in Arlington National
Cemetery in Washington, DC. 

After dad’s death my mom
continued to lead a very resourceful
life. She is a very accomplished
bowler and her garden is absolutely
stunning. She can make dried sticks
bloom. She sews and knits and
crochets and refinishes furniture
yadayada - there is very little my
mom can not do - or has not done.
She re-upholstered the chairs for
the waiting room at Catholic
Charities and she refinished the
desk I used. She never meets a
stranger. 

The thought that my mom was
sick was very foreign to me. When
the news came that my mother had
a cancerous growth at the head of
her pancreas that had caused her to
become jaundiced - I was stunned.
She was 81 years old at the time. 

The doctor proposed a very
radical surgery to remove the
cancer. It is called a whipple
procedure. The surgery would
create an incision just below the
ribs on one side navigating up
toward the sternum and then down
again to the lower tip of the left rib.
Then she would be peeled open and
all of the organs would be removed
until they reached the pancreas that
lies deep below the surface of the
body. The surgeon would then
remove the cancer by scooping it
out - and all of the connections and
organs close by and then he would
plumb her back together again. Few
people survive this whipple
procedure. 

On April 8, 2003 my mom went
in for this surgery. It lasted hours.

After the surgery my sister and I
were both invited in to see her. I
went first and I hugged her as best I
could amidst all of the wires and
connections - she was alert and she
said she was fine. My sister went in
next. 

When Rachel came out she and
I went walking down by the river
just outside Baptist hospital.
Rachel asked me what mom had
said to me - I just replied in
generalities. She stopped and
looked at me and her eyes were
filled with tears. I waited to see
what on earth she was going to say.
Her lip quivered as she said: “Mom
said that Travis told her to tell me
he was doing just fine.” My jaw
dropped and my tears joined hers. 

On July 31, 1991 Travis Hunter
Brown drowned in a very tragic
accident in the intracoastal
waterway here in Jacksonville.
Travis was 3 years old at the time.
Our entire family was devastated
by this. Travis was born on April 8,
1988 and was the third of my
sister’s 5 children. That day of
mom’s surgery would have been
Travis’ 15th birthday - my mom did
not know this before she went
under anesthesia. But mom said she
had seen him - she had played with
him and she was now a holy and
consoling messenger for my sister. 

Subsequent to this surgery I
took my mom back for regular
check-ups - she was doing great -
this whipple procedure could buy
her some extra time. There was no
need for chemo as she was cancer
free for the time being but there is
no cure for pancreatic cancer - we
all knew that. 

In January of this year - 2004 -
my mom started complaining of
pain in her abdominal area - the
surgeon said she was still
recovering from the whipple but he
ordered a cat scan anyway. The
scan revealed that the cancer was
back. Six cancerous nodules had
appeared in her peritoneal cavity.
She was given three months to live. 

We were all called into the
hospital room to say good-bye as

she had developed pneumonia
amidst all of the weakened
immunity she was experiencing.
She had been rushed to the hospital
in a terribly debilitated physical
state. Her robust frame had
plummeted from 140 pounds down
to a mere 115. By God’s grace she
survived the pneumonia and went
back home. That was a miracle in
and of itself. 

The doctor then said she could
have chemo if she wanted but there
was absolutely NO guarantee.
There is NO cure for pancreatic
cancer. Mom opted to have the
chemo, so we were scheduled to go
to the oncologist every Monday
morning for 14 weeks alternating
chemo with blood tests. The chemo
was relatively painless - she did not
lose her hair - it did make her very
tired - a little anemic - but all to be
expected. 

She vehemently defended her
independence - she would not come
live with me, she wanted to stay in
her own home. Every other week I
took her to chemo - on the weeks
where the blood test was taken she
drove herself. The doc said she may
get these few extra weeks, at the
very most some additional months.
She was optimistic. 

On one occasion she was
offered chemo when I was not with
her. She should have said no - but
NOT MY MOM. I had no
knowledge that she had done this
until MY daughter called and said I
needed to get to Omi’s (Omi is the
German nickname equivalent to
nana) house QUICK. Mom had
gone to the grocery store AFTER
her chemo and food was all over
the floor because she was too weak
to put it away. 

I raced to her home at the beach
and prayed the whole way. When I
entered her house my heart was just
pounding. Sure enough there was
food all over the floor in the kitchen
- I ran back to her bedroom
dreading what I might find. But
there she was sitting up in the bed
crocheting a baby blanket for her
great-granddaughter with the TV

on. She calmly looked up and
inquired what had taken me so
long- the food was melting all over
the floor. That’s My MOM for you. 

During this time many many
people were praying for mom - she
was on the Christ the King prayer
list - the Cursillo prayer list - I
asked everyone I knew to pray for
her - my sister did the same from
her home near Atlanta, Georgia.
Warren and Joanne Powers gave
her some water from Lourdes,
thanks to their daughter Nancy -
which mom drank. 

My good friend Stephanie
Sloan-Butler, who is the chief of
the prisons for the Jacksonville
Sheriffs office crocheted her a
prayer shawl. “Prayer shawl?” I
asked her. “Yes,” Stephanie said,
“this means that the entire time I
was crocheting this shawl I was
praying for your mom.” It was a
very beautiful milk-wheat color.
Mom wore it all the time.

My mom was raised pre-
Vatican II and has very little
knowledge of the Bible or
Catholicism because during the
time she was raised - Bible study
was frowned upon. She was of the
pray, pay and obey generation. She
did all of this praying, paying and
obeying very well. During her
illness this past year she has spent
much time watching EWTN
television - she marvels at all she
does not know - she shares with me
all of the time new jewels of our
faith that she discovers. She loves
it.

The oncologist had ordered 7
treatments of the chemo, as I
mentioned, and then she would
receive a scan to check the impact
of the chemo. She drove herself to
the hospital for the scan. We would
get the results the following
Monday. 

I walked in with mom on that
following Monday and the nurse,
Beth, met us at the door. When you
are a cancer patient you grow very
close to all of the medical folks
who treat you. Beth grabbed my
mom walking arm in arm with her
as I followed behind into the chemo
room, and she said, “I really
wanted to call you on Friday with
these results, but I couldn’t because
the doctor really needs to give them
to you.” I did not know what to
think or to say. 

My mom sat in her chair and I
sat beside her awaiting the doctor. I
did not know what to think at this
point. Dr. Cronk came in and he
kneeled before my mom and took
her hands into his. I was holding
my breath in anticipation. Dr.
Cronk told us that the radiologist
had completed the evaluation of the
scan and there was absolutely no
sign of the cancer.

I paused desperately trying to
understand this.. Beth was standing
beside  him with  tears  in her eyes.

MMiirraacc ll ee     iinn     NNeeppttuunnee     BBeeaacchh

Hildegard Frieda Elsner Lawrence wearing her “prayer shawl”

continue on page 27
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George H. Newman writes for a
newspaper in Plant City, Florida,
also named The Courier. 

by George H. Newman

My memories of the beginning
of Christ the King parish are those
of a nine year old boy. Our family,
like a lot of others in those times,
migrated south to make
Jacksonville, and specifically,
Arlington, our home. Our mother,
the former Nancy Jewel Wilson,
spent some of her childhood living
on the south shore of the St. Johns
River, where Arlington Road dead
ends into that historic stream. After
the death of her father and mother
she moved to a small town near
Hartford, Connecticut, to live with
her brother and his wife. There she
met our father, John Edward
Newman. They married in 1937
and after several trips to Florida,
visiting Miami, West Palm and
Jacksonville, returned to Arlington
to stay. It was 1950 and they had
four children in tow.

Florida was considered a
missionary state to the Catholic
Church at the time, and the closest
church to the Catholics in Arlington
was the Church of the Assumption,
and the historic church on Duval
Street, in downtown Jacksonville,
The Immaculate Conception. My
siblings, Gerri, the oldest, Nancy,
Paul and I attended Mass at both
churches with our parents, and the
respective grammar schools
established on those church
grounds. Occasionally we also
attended Mass in the nearby
Catholic orphanage at St. Mary’s
Home on Arlington Road. The tiny
chapel found there was less than a
ten minute walk from our home.
The orphanage grounds became a
playground to me, and the children
who lived there my friends.

In 1954, something wonderful
happened. I know that because my
mother told me so. There was to be
a new parish in Arlington, with the
church named after our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.

After seeing the church of The
Immaculate Conception, and the
not as grand but still beautiful
Church of the Assumption, I found
it difficult to understand how the
little one-room wooden cabin near
Jacksonville University could bring
such joy to our dear mother. When
the church membership grew and
services had to be moved to the
Swisher Gymnasium at the college,
which was at least a more
interesting venue if nothing else,
our mother was truly in heaven on
earth.

I believe that is when I first
remember meeting Father Thomas
Larkin.

Having Father Larkin as our
pastor at Christ the King was
almost like having a personal friend
of Jesus Christ within your midst.
He was young, kindly, intelligent
and thoroughly a man of God. He
eventually was promoted in the
church to Monsignor; worked in
the Vatican as an assistant to the
Pope, and was eventually made the
Bishop of St. Petersburg, here in
Florida.

My brother Paul and I, and
every other good Catholic boy in
the parish at the time, such as Steve
Toler, Bruce Caven, Richard
McCarthy, Peter Conlin, John
Adams, Phillip and Paul Ghioto,
Tom Reinhardt, Pat Thayer,
Herschel Conner and many others,
were honored to serve as altar boys
to Father Larkin and a host of
visiting priests who passed through
our missionary town.

When the church bought
property near the orphanage, and
built the first parish church for
Christ the King, my mother must
have thought God’s plan ran
straight through our house. Her
fervor in the church was legendary.
Her conversions of non-Catholic
friends to the church were
numerable. She volunteered for
everything, working at the church,
helping to create the church Thrift
Shop, first on Arlington Road West
of Cesery and then on Atlantic
Boulevard, where she worked
almost every day. She chaperoned
at the Catholic Youth Organization
dances, and she became a regular at
bingo where she worked and
played, and played well by all
accounts, mostly on her own, until
she was in her 80s. 

She and our father decided
early on that a Catholic upbringing,
a Catholic education, and the
occasional taste of a redbud switch,
wielded amusingly by our
diminutive mother, would be part
of raising a loving family, which
was their personal goal in life. They

both served us and
the church well.

My first
memory of the
new church, on
what is now called
Larkin Road, was
of our neighbor,
Durs Utsey, at the
daily and Sunday
7 a.m. Masses.
Men in the Holy
Name Society
would volunteer
to assist in
preparing the
church for each
s e r v i c e
throughout the
week and on
Sunday. Durs, an
early riser, no
doubt, always had

the early Mass. If you got there
anytime before the hour you could
see Durs, lighting candles,
straightening the carpet, smoothing
out the linen on the altar, and
carefully shaking the dust or
wrinkles from the large drapes that
covered the wall behind the altar.
More than once Durs would get
wrapped up in his work, lose track
of time, and have the priest and the
altar boys walk onto the platform
and practically make it to the
second “Dominus Vobiscum”

before he would discover he was on
stage while the big show was in
progress. He would then make a
rapid retreat behind the altar and
several minutes later would appear
in his first row, stage left seat,
where he would prepare for his
next performance, the general
collection. I don’t think anyone
operated the long-handled
collection basket, or the drapes
behind the altar for that matter,
quite the way Durs Utsey did. He
was there day after day, week after
week and year after year.

There were other events like
baptisms, weddings, the occasional
funeral, confirmations and the
regalia of the Knights of Columbus
marching to the altar for certain
ceremonial Masses that helped
bring Christ into Christ the King.
Men like Jim Shimberg, and Jim
Fogarty, and I think Herschel
Conner and Peter Conlin’s fathers,
among others, wore the uniform
and sword of the Knights with
honor.

Christ the King and Arlington
grew together by leaps and bounds
in those early days. Many young
families like ours took pride in the
church, the grammar school that
grew out of it and the spiritual
blessing that was given to us by a
loving and caring priest.

I remember many times, while
getting ready to serve Mass, when
visiting priests, mostly experienced
missionaries from Ireland, would
come into the sanctuary behind the
altar and call Father Larkin by his
first name, like he was a regular
guy. He was, of course, but all the
people around me at the time,
young and old alike, including
myself, thought of him as a saint.
Come to think of it, I guess we call
all the saints by their first names.
St. Thomas has a nice ring to it.
Certainly, Christ the King was
blessed by God in 1954 when He

sent the young families in
Arlington a saintly man named
Tom.

This entry was submitted by
George Henry Newman, a writer
living in Plant City, Fla., on behalf
of his family, and in loving memory
of Jack and Jewel Newman, eternal
members of the Body of Christ the
King. George is a graduate of
Christ the King as well as Bishop
Kenny.

Fifty Years And Still Counting
Seeds Of The Past Remain In Bloom

Gerri, Paul, Nancy & George Newman in 1953

Paul, Gerri, George & Nancy
seated - Jack and Jewel Newman
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by Judy Koziolek

Last year the Courier printed an
article on the history of the Advent
Tree Program. We learned then that
Trudy Cameron inherited the
program 13 years ago. Since that
time Trudy and her St. Bernadette
Circle have made it a very
successful way in which we at
Christ the King give to those in
need at Christmas time.  

If you wonder how Mrs. Elf and
and her group do it . . . well, she has
help. Trudy has “scouting” elves
who help her get presents to many
who wouldn’t otherwise have a
traditional Christmas. Earlier this
year  two such wonderful elves
wanted to recognize Christ the
King for their generous hearts.
Sarah Cotton and Ruby Harrison
gave honorary plaques to Father
Thanh and Trudy Cameron. Father
Thanh asked if they would be
willing to come in and tell him and
the Courier a little about
themselves so we could all get to
know them better. They agreed.

Sarah Cotton
Sarah came from Michigan.

While at a yacht club in Detroit she
went to a  ball given for sailors

where she met Mr. Cotton. They
soon moved  to the Mayport area.
She and Mr. Cotton had seven
children.

They stayed in the Arlington
area and began a business called
“Cotton’s Bar-B-Que.” Running a
restaurant business takes up a lot of
one’s time. Faced with the dilemma
of  raising the children and also
having to work, Sarah had all the
concerns most working mothers
have . . how to do a good job at
both. Her answer was to bring her
children into the business. At one
time the Cotton family  had seven
restaurants, one for each child.

After her husband died she
decided to go to work in the mental
health field and began working for
Arlington Families and Children.
She has been influential in getting
others to help the poor, especially
the children. She has given over
300 parties all over Jacksonville.
She is grateful to Christ The King
and Trudy for the 292 gifts she
received to help the mentally
challenged people in 2003. 

Sarah has been acknowledged
many times for her volunteer work
for Mental Health. Trudy
remembers a time when Sarah won

a Volunteer Jax “Senior Volunteer
for the Year” award.

She acted out of her belief.
Suffering from depression after her
husband’s death, she was inspired
by the “Good News.” She goes to
St. Paul’s Catholic Church at
Jacksonville Beach and believes
that her talents are best used
helping the poor. She reads the
Bible, especially the Gospel
passages, and feels that the spirit
led her to do this type of work. She
thanks God for all the gifts she has
received in her lifetime.

Ruby Harrison

Ruby Harrison is very active in
her church. She loves to read the
Bible. She’s had several Bible
Study Groups in her home. She
believes that God  works through
her. She is His vessel to help
people. 

Ruby lives at the Silver Creek
Apartments for Lutheran Refugee
Services. When it gets close to the
holidays she goes to the various
apartments with children and
gathers their wish lists and gets the
lists to our very own elf, Trudy.

Although Ruby was born in
Early County, Georgia she was

raised in Jacksonville, Florida. She
raised  four daughters who are now
35, 32, 30 and 18. She adopted two
who are now 36 and 31. They all
told the kids to come to “Momma’s
house” and she always has a
houseful.  Even though they are
grown, her children still help her to
get the presents to the children.
This year the total was 274.

Her belief in helping the poor
led her to work at the Silver Creek
Apartments. She soon found out
that  it wasn’t going to be easy to
help those who live there as most of

the residents in Silver Creek do not
speak English. Some of the people
are Asians, Lebanese, Cubans . . . a
veritable bouquet of flowers. She
truly loves her work. She surely
lives up to her motto which is “do
unto others as you would do to
yourself” and “share your gifts to
the fullest.”

Thank you, Ruby and Sarah, for
letting us get to know you. Thank
you, too, for aiding us in doing
what God wants us to do . . . share
our time, talent and treasure with
others. May you, through God’s
grace, continue to do the work that
you have been called to do.

Scouting Elves - Advent Tree

by Frank Becht

Alick and Dell Hardie became
U.S. citizens on Tuesday, June the
29th along with over 200 other new
citizens.

The Hardies first came to
Jacksonville five years ago from
South Africa after receiving their
green cards allowing entry into the
United States. They toured the
country including both coasts of
Florida trying to decide where they
wished to settle. On a Mother’s Day
Sunday five years ago, they came to
Mass at Christ the King. It so
happened that Father Thanh was the Mass celebrant. They liked his
homily and decided to make Jacksonville their home and Christ the King
their parish. The next day they were in the rectory talking with Pat
Thomas about joining the parish; they were also very interested in joining

a faith sharing group since they had been
involved in Renew in South Africa. 

Pat Thomas called Betty Becht, who
had long been involved in Renew and
Faith Sharing, to her office to meet the
Hardies. It was then that a long
relationship began. They joined a Faith
Sharing group and Alick soon became the
ministry leader for Faith Sharing in Christ
the King in addition to sponsoring several
very successful Seder Meal functions.

To honor the Hardies on their
achievement, Claretta Lamusga with help
of Natalie Winiewicz, hosted a special
party at Claretta’s home on July 11th. Over
40 people were in attendance,
representing two Faith Sharing groups of
Christ the King and the Arlington
Newcomers Club.

Dell and Alick, we are happy you chose Jacksonville and Christ the
King for your permanent residence. We thank you for your efforts to make
Faith Sharing a more successful ministry in Christ the King.

Hardies Honored for Citizenship

Trudy Cameron receives plaque from  Sarah Cotton

Father Thanh accepts honorary plaque from Ruby Harrison
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by Tracie Cox
Executive Director
Emergency Pregnancy Services

How important is ultrasound in a crisis
pregnancy center?

A young girl enters our doors. She is
scared and alone. She meets a group of
women that care about her and the life of her
child that she will soon find out she is
carrying. She waits for what seems to be an
eternity in the waiting room, surrounded by
pictures of children in their mother’s womb.
When the counselor calls her back, she has to
face her biggest fear – she is pregnant. The
counselor listens to her fears, presents her
with her options, and tries to help her understand the life that she is now
carrying.

This is the daily course of events at 1637 King Street.
Our counselors are trained with “all the right words” and have all of

the information and knowledge needed to help women make the choice
for life. However, for some women, words just don’t sink in.  People in
crisis react differently – they may not remember what was said or may not
hear the facts.  Words simply cannot answer the questions swirling in their
heads.

A picture is the answer they need.  At this crucial point, the most
valuable tool in saving lives is a life-affirming ultrasound – a view inside
of the womb. This tool proves that “a picture is worth a thousand words”
and “seeing is believing.”  Women that have entered our center hardened
and defensive often shed a tear or stare in disbelief when shown the image
of their new life. A head, belly, arms, legs, even fingers and toes! What
some try to dismiss as a blob of tissue is revealed as a living human being.
In that moment, minds are changed and life is chosen.

Much research has been done to establish the power of the ultrasound.
A national organization called Carenet® recently collected statistics from

over 500 centers around the nation. In 2003,
it was determined that of those centers that
had the use of ultrasound images, 83% of
the abortion-minded clients choose life. In
the centers that used counseling alone, only
53% of the women chose to carry their child
to term.

Emergency Pregnancy Services (EPS)
has had even more amazing responses from
using the ultrasound machine.  In 2001 and
2002, we had 100% changed minds and in
2003, we had 91%. One area center that
doesn’t have the benefit of an ultrasound
program reported their changed minds to be
an average of 35% in the past three years. 

So, why wouldn’t everyone have an ultrasound program? Because of
the medical needs for this program, centers must establish liability
coverage; find a physician to act as a medical director; purchase a
machine; and in our case, fund the salary of an ultrasound technician. For
many centers, this is an insurmountable burden and, while everyone
knows the benefit, it may not be obtainable.  

EPS recently became aware of the devastating results of not having an
ultrasound available for women in crisis.  Due to funding difficulties and
change in the sponsorship of our program, EPS has been without the
ability to do ultrasounds for nearly 3 months.  In the last two months,
although 3 babies were saved, 11 became casualties of the pro-choice lie.
We have not experienced such a profound loss of babies since the
inception of our ultrasound program.  

Please pray for our ability to find funding for this critical program and
for the women that enter our center each day.  Last year, we provided 2644
pregnancy tests, detected 1351 new lives, and 61 babies bound for death
were given the opportunity to see their birthday because their mothers
came to Emergency Pregnancy Services. Become a Partner for Life and
join us in our mission to save lives by contacting EPS at 308-7510.

Choose Life

by Darlene O’Neal

A call went out recently in our church bulletin. A project was in the
works...a project to paint the church. One of our parishioners, Bob
Rhoden, volunteered to be the project manager and parishioner, Louie
O’Neal, volunteered to help. One other parishioner, Bill Damato was also
able to come several times to help even though he had other commitments
that prevented him from being there all of the time. We had hoped for
more help but we were very grateful for those who volunteered.

With just these men and  two of our regular maintenance employees,
the project began. Every morning for five  weeks they pressure washed
the entire building, climbed ladders, painted walls — high and low. They
even climbed into what is labeled a “cherry picker” to paint the
unreachable heights. Brushes were cleaned, supplies hauled out and back
from storage rooms . . .Whatever it took to get the job done, they did it.

When the paint job was completed on the church, the volunteers
immediately moved to the Shirley David Hall and the larger Parish Hall.
Bob, Louie, Mike, Henry and Bill repeated the same steps to put new
paint on  these buildings. 

It was estimated these men saved approximately $20,000.00 in labor
costs. The paint was donated by several generous donors without whom
this project would have been put on hold indefinitely. Money is still being
accepted to help defray the cost of paint.

Volunteers from the MOMS ministry came out after the painters and
cleaned the windows in the church and Shirley David Hall. Bootsie, Debi,
Laura, Patrice, and Darlene climbed ladders armed with scrapers, cleaners
and squeegees and got the job done in just a few hours. They brought
teenagers in to baby-sit while they worked and later all of us had pizza for
lunch. It’s amazing what can be accomplished when everyone pulls
together for such a good cause.

A THANK YOU and a BIG HAND goes to our volunteers, Bob
Rhoden, Louie O’Neal, Mike Klima, Henry Nguyen and Bill Damato for
their time and muscle. MOMS — thank you for your added touch . . . the
windows never looked better!

The next project was to paint the Kingdome (gym) and our faithful
volunteers began the project in late August in order to have it finished in
time for our building rededication/anniversary celebration! What a team!

Painting the Church
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He said it again. There was no sign of the
cancer. NO SIGN OF THE CANCER..
BUT she was terminal ... she had
pancreatic cancer ... she had three
months to live. All of these thoughts
were spinning in my head. Doctor
Cronk confirmed that there was no
medical reason why this happened. Beth
softly whispered - “It was all of the
prayer.” 

My mother grew radiant as she
calmly looked into Dr. Cronk’s
eyes, still grasping his hands and
asked: Dr. Cronk, are you
married?” I held my breath - what
on earth was she talking about.? .
He looked up at her a bit
bewildered and said:  “Why, no,
Hildegard, I am not married.” She
said, “Good, I just wanted to let you
know that I am available now...!”
We all howled... 

It has now been 18 months
since my mom was diagnosed with
terminal pancreatic cancer. 

After the original 7 chemo
treatments she has had some more.
Just to be sure. She has recently had
another scan that has again been
pronounced pancreatic cancer free.
The doctor will order a scan in two
months and we will proceed from
there. My mom has been given a
miracle of life - she struggles to
understand “why her?’ But God
must have some wonderful plans in
store for her!

All praise and honor and glory
be to Jesus Christ, now and forever.
Thank you faithful Christ the King
prayer chain for your uplifting
prayers for my mom. Mom will see
the birth of her 5th grandchild this
September, Luke Robert - named in
part for my dad, Robert Lawrence.
Luke will join the rest of the great-
grandchildren: Isabella, 4 months;
Nicholas, 23 months; Savannah, 2
years; and Matthew, 3 - and mom
will live as long a life as our Lord
has planned for her.

continued from page 23

MMiirraaccllee    iinn    NNeeppttuunnee    BBeeaacchh

Dr. Cronk  with my mother

by Carol-Ann Black

The most recent event on the
ACT calendar was the Evening
with Sheriff Rutherford, on
Monday, July 12. Sheriff
Rutherford played to a packed
house—folks waiting to hear about
the progress in Arlington of his new
initiative “Operation Showdown”.
Welcome, congregational roll call,
introductions were handled by
Dick Hulcher.  

Sheriff Rutherford used a
power point presentation to show
us the effects of his department’s
efforts to rid our neighborhoods of
various criminal and otherwise
anti-social elements.  Given the
newness of his program, some of
the improvements were quite
remarkable, others not so, but
overall there has been an advance
of the “good guys”. 

The Sheriff also addressed the
topic of the recently passed
legislation dealing with Repeat
Misdemeanor Offenders. This
legislation is expected to provide a
powerful tool for law enforcement
to “turn around” some of these
repeat offenders, by getting them
into various types of rehabilitation,
and keeping them there long
enough to make a difference in
their behaviors. Sheriff Rutherford
was the driving force in getting this
legislation through the legislature
in Tallahassee.  

We also received an update on
the Litter Enforcement Plan, which
continues to be a promising tool in
our Arlington improvement
activities.

There was considerable interest
in the question and answer part of
the program.  Participation was
active.  One of the best parts of the
evening was the introduction by
Sheriff Rutherford of several police
officers who serve in our
neighborhoods.  There was a
considerable number of officers in
attendance.

When we closed, we enjoyed a
great spread of fried chicken and
chips,  provided by Christ the King,
and had an opportunity to meet and
greet some of the attendees from
other churches in the area, which
participate on a regular basis in
Arlington Churches Together. It
was an evening of fellowship as
well as information.

Arlington Churches TogetherArlington Churches Together

by Laurie Plotz, Census Coordinator

In an effort to reach out and create an atmosphere of community at Christ the King, we conducted a parish census; two actually, one in the later
part of last year and one in the early part of this year.  In all we collected over 1100 forms.  That was the easy part.  The hard part was editing our data
base to reflect the information on the forms. We are finally done.  Special thanks to Sam Clements.  I couldn’t have done it without him.

This project had a two-fold goal.  First, and most important, was to make sure we were able to reach out to all our members. We can now send
out information pertaining to special events to the people that would be interested in those activities, e.g., teens, young adults, widows and widowers.
We can also identify people who may have fallen away from the parish and we can personally contact them to offer any support they may need. Sam
will be heading this effort.

Second, by having accurate information we can reduce expenses to the rectory for copying and postage. It also makes the staff more efficient.
There are many times when due to a tragedy or a joyous occasion the staff would need to contact family members.  This information makes that task
so much easier.

The census committee would like to thank everyone for their cooperation in this undertaking.   For those who missed out it’s not too late. Call the
rectory to have a form mailed to you or stop by and pick one up.  You don’t want to miss out on exciting upcoming events.

CCCChhhhrrrr iiii ssss tttt     tttthhhheeee     KKKKiiiinnnngggg    CCCCeeeennnnssssuuuussss

Public Announcement

Dick and Le Ross Hulcher

There has been a changing of
the guard within  Christ the King
ACT—actually the change is at the
top of our group.  Although they
intend to remain active members
of the organization, George and
Elizabeth James have resigned
from the leadership position.
Stepping in to lead the group is
Dick Hulcher, whom many already
know through his activity with
ShAdCo (Sheriffs Advisory
Council).

Christ the King owes a debt of
thanks to Mr. and Mrs. James for
taking on the organization of ACT

within our parish. They rounded up
participants; set us up in teams;
saw to the collection of survey
information, which yielded the
lists of concerns of our
parishioners; and finally, they
mustered our participation in the
various ACT meetings around
Arlington.  Christ the King
consistently has the greatest
number of participants at the
meetings—a tribute to the James’
commitment to the cause of
neighborhood improvement and to
Christ the King Parish.

Thank you again, George and
Elizabeth James.
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Christ the King 
Reaches Out

by Sam Clements

Who is that on the phone? I
don’t recognize the name or
number. Should I answer it or just
let it ring or let the answering
machine get it?

You answer it and hear a
friendly voice say “Hi, my name is
…….. from Christ the King
Catholic church.” You think oh no ,
what do they want?  Is this some
sort of a solicitation or do they
want me to do something. I’m
already too busy to do anything
else, what with work, the kids
etc………….

No, that is not what this is
about. It is just a friendly call to let
you know that the Christ the King
family loves you in Christ and
wants you to know this. It’s like the
phone company’s old slogan
“Reach out and touch someone.”
This is what we are trying to do,
reach out and let you know we care
about you. Also, to answer any
questions you may have about what

is going on at Christ the King. We
may not have all of the answers,
but we can point you in the right
direction.

Maybe you would like to know
what some of the 60 some odd
ministries are about and may be
interested in participating in them.

Who are we? We are a small
group of Christ the King
parishioners volunteering our time
to contact all the registered
parishioners at least once a year or
more depending on the number of
volunteers. We all want to keep in
touch with our family, especially
our brothers and sisters. You are
our brothers and sisters in Christ.

In Matthew 12:46-50 Jesus’
reply to a man who told him:
“Your mother and brothers are
outside and wish to speak with
you,” is “Who is my mother?  Who
are my brothers?” and stretching
out his hand toward his disciples,
he said “Here are my mother and
my brothers.”

by Darlene O’Neal

The first RCIA confirmation
class for baptized Catholic adults
began on April 24, 2004. These
classes were scheduled for five
weeks and were attended by ten
interested men and women. Nine
of them were confirmed on
Pentecost Sunday and one of them,
Jack Wynn, will be confirmed at a
later date. Jack was baptized on the

Lesa George, Michelle Morter, Alvin Rodrigues, Maria Rayburn, Terence Del Rosario,
James Farrell, Deborah Del Rosario, and Melanie Del Rosario

Sloeil Pierre

Saturday morning preceding
Pentecost. RCIA director James
Scott and team member Mary
Rouse attended, along with Louie
and Darlene O’Neal as sponsors.
Lesa George also was baptized
with Pat Katsma as her sponsor.

Confirmed were: Deborah
DelRosario, Melanie DelRosario,
Terrence DelRosario, James
Farrell, Lesa George, Michelle
Morter, Soleil Pierre, Maria
Rayburn, and Alvin Rodrigues. 

Father Thanh celebrated the
10:00 a.m. Mass, after which a
private reception was held in the
Shirley David Hall for the
confirmed and their families.
RCIA team members provided
decorations and food for the
occasion and each of the confirmed
was presented with a personalized
Bible as a keepsake.

RCIA
CONFIRMATION CLASS

Volunteer Spotlight
Shelby Miller

by Darlene O’Neal 

One of our quietest volunteers
at Christ the King Church is Shelby
Miller. Shelby and her husband,
David Courtwright, were married
in Houston, Texas in 1976 and they
have two sons, Andrew and Paul.
Shelby and David joined our parish
when their children were enrolled
in Christ the King School. Both
sons graduated from Christ the
King School and Bishop Kenny
High School. Andrew is now 23
years of age and Paul just turned
21.

Shelby has been a faithful
volunteer since 1990, having been
a den leader in the Cub Scouts
where she helped to collect canned
goods for the needy, went on
camping trips and everything else
that goes along with scouting. She
has worked at school bazaars and
other fund raisers for the school.
Shelby can be found on the church
grounds every third Saturday when
it’s Beautification day. She quietly
comes and maintains her own spot
and leaves when she’s finished.
She has been part of this ministry
since Barbara Saar was
coordinator.

One Saturday of each month
Shelby goes down to St. Francis
soup kitchen to distribute clothes to
the needy. (By the way, she said

there is a shortage of men’s
clothing).

Shelby attended Father Carey’s
Bible study classes and has been
active in Small Groups Faith
Sharing sessions. She currently is a
member of the group that meets at
Julia and Nick Deb’s home. She
has participated in the adult
education classes and sponsored a
candidate in RCIA.  Shelby’s
husband David is a history teacher
at the University of North Florida
and serves as a lector at the 10:00
a.m. Sunday Mass. 

David is quoted as saying “I’m
very proud of my wife” as he
kissed her on the cheek.

RCIA
Catechism Class

by Roz Balsam

What a blessing is the new
Catechism for us, “as a full,
complete exposition of Catholic
doctrine, enabling everyone to
know what the Church professes,
celebrates, lives, and prays.”¹  

These are the four parts of the
Catechism we studied. We had four
months for our class which started
Wednesday, April 28, 2004. Each
part has two sections 

May – Part I Profession and
Creed

June – Part II Celebration and
Sacraments

July – Part III Life and Ten
Commandments

August – Part IV Prayer and the
Our Father

Arriving early, Gigi Reyes and
I went to pray the rosary in the St.
Francis and St. Clare yard. We were
soon joined by Angeline Del
Rosario who told us about the

Marian Mass on Wednesday
evening. So we decided to begin
our class at 6:00 p.m. and go to
Mass together afterwards.

We have been reading the “in
brief” summaries in class and
keeping notebooks for questions
(and answers), and then reading
more at home. We have had some
visitors – Jo Thomas, Kimberly
Carlson, and Robin Allison – and
we welcome more (no preparation
necessary).

The Catechism “can be
presented to the people of our day
in the most suitable way possible so
that the unity in faith whose
supreme model and origin is found
in the Unity of the Trinity may be
strengthened for the spiritual good
of all humanity.”²

1.Catechism of Catholic Church,
2nd ed, Apostolic letter Laetamur
Maguopere – PXV Pope John Paul
II
2. IBID.  PXV-XVI
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by Janet Morton

Christ the King Catholic School opened its 2004-2005 school year
with 101 new students and three new faculty members. Our new teachers
are Kim Stoddard Repper, Melissa Thompson, and Doug Dutton.

Kim Repper is a Christ the King School graduate and, after teaching
five years in the Duval County Schools, she will be teaching fourth grade
for Christ the King School.  Kim and the Stoddard family have been
members of Christ the King Parish for many years.

Melissa Thompson is a recent graduate from the University of North
Florida. She majored in Music Education and did her student teaching at
Woodland Acres. In addition to teaching music, she will direct the student
choir for the School’s weekly mass and the Children’s Choir on Sundays.

Doug Dutton is teaching Science to our middle school students. This
is a second career for Doug who previously worked in the business world.
Heretofore, Doug has been a steady substitute in our middle school.

We welcome back all our teachers and staff. Everyone is excited about
the new school year. We have high expectations for our students, staff and
faculty.

Question - How many of our teachers are graduates of Christ the King
School?

Answer - Four. Mrs. Linda (Ludwig) Dutton, Mrs. Susan (Edmonds)
Cooney, Mrs. Stephanie (Whaley) Chinault, and Mrs. Kim (Stoddard)
Repper.

School News
Meet Our New Teachers

Kim Repper with one of her students Melissa Thompson going over a lesson

Doug Dutton is the new science teacher for middle school students

by Teresa Little

This spring we had our annual Easter Egg
Hunt with a special guest appearance from the
Easter Bunny. Our festivities included a day
filled with lots of activities. The children went
hunting for eggs, games were set up and, of
course, food and drink for all. Thanks to all of
our parents who volunteered and gave us a hand.
Without our parents the day would not have been
as memorable.

In May, we had our Mother’s Day Tea and I
know it was a very exciting day for the children
and their moms. The children made their moms
a special gift and enjoyed the afternoon here at
school, having tea and desserts.

As the school year came to a close, we began
the summer planning lots of activities. We went
bowling, had water days, movie days, a 4th of
July celebration and our Father’s Day Picnic.

The Father’s Day picnic turns into a greater
day every year for both the children and their
dads. The children presented their special gifts to
dad and enjoyed lunch featuring hot dogs, baked
beans, chips and, of course, banana pudding. No
picnic would be complete without a paper air-
plane making and flying contest. This activity
was enjoyed by both the dads and the children.
Dads were also offered the opportunity to hula-
hoop but unfortunately we had no takers. Maybe
next year we will make it a contest.

Well, the lazy days of summer are over and
we are back in full swing. Of course this summer
was not as lazy for us as we had a summer filled
with fun and excitement. We are looking forward
to a great school year with lots of activities and
fun.

Author Unknown

Thirty years ago she began teaching
young children in their threes and fours;
she didn’t know much about children at first,
but over time learned more and more.

She gave them hugs and wiped their tears,
and never left them alone;
she guided them through the small things,
which often turned out to be milestones.

Her first students are all grown now,
and she waves to them when they pass;
there’s a banker, a writer, a lawyer, an artist,
and parents with children in her class.

To those who ask if she plays all day,
she says with a gleam in her eye
that she teaches bankers to add and subtract,
and artists the color of the sky.

She teaches the alphabet to writers,
and lawyers what it means to be fair;
she teaches politicians to take their turn,
and executives how to share.

She knows that what’s learned in the sandbox
will influence them for years to come;
it’s the little things that shape them,
so impressionable are the young.

If you, too, work with children,
and dance and sing and play,
don’t forget that you shape the future
by whom you teach today.

Christ the King 
Child Care 
News

THE
TEACHER
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by Corinne Lightfoot

The lake’s slate-gray tide
lapped against the icy sand of its
banks. Slender reeds jutted up from
the water’s surface a few feet out,
swaying to and fro as though
keeping rhythm with the occasional
frosty gusts of wind. Rocky
emerald hills made their way from
the lakeshore, meandering toward
the majestic crags of the snow-
topped mountains in the distance.
Gray wintry clouds drifted across
the cold blue of the sky. It was a
fine winter’s day in old Ireland, a
few days before Christmas.

Some distance from the lake,
nestled among several fir trees,
which had been dusted with snow
from the previous night’s fall, sat a
tiny stone abbey. Wild chickens
strutted upon the partially thatched
roof of the nearly deserted abbey. A
group of sheep huddled close
together under a thatched overhang
upon a sidewall, trying to keep
away the harsh wind. Near the east
side of the abbey stood an old well,
long since dry, and a small garden,
now fallow. The abbey was
altogether a desolate little place.
The nearest village was miles away,
and the people had deemed the
stone ruins haunted. In a way it
was, but not by ghosts.

Suddenly, from one of the many
holes and chinks in the masonry a
tiny sphere of blue light emerged. It
hovered for a moment in the chill of
the air as if trying to decide what to
do. Then as suddenly as it
appeared, it shot off like a tiny blue
comet toward a leafless berry-
covered tree, scattered with berries
of some unknown variety.
Moments later another ball of light,
this one bright green, hurried off in
pursuit of the blue.

The illuminated spheres
hovered silently beside each other
for a short while, and then the green
alighted upon one of the tree’s
twigs. Now still, the green aura
dissipated revealing a figure as that
of a human female, yet only a
height of about four inches. She
wore a coat of sorts, which
appeared to have been made from
the fur of some small mammal.

Translucent wings, similar to those
of a dragonfly, and of the palest
green twitched now and then as the
delicate figure made her way along
the frosty twig. Her forest green
hair, falling nearly to her waist,
swayed back and forth ever so
slightly as she walked. Mahogany
eyes, flecked with burnished gold,
carefully surveyed the area. Then
spying a cluster of ruby red fruit
she paused, wary lest a bird of prey
spot her.

“Would you hurry up?! I’m
about to freeze my wings off out
here!” yelled the miniature blue
sprite from above. Fluttering to and
fro, trying to keep warm, she
impatiently watched her tiny green
counterpart below.

“I’m as cold as you are Tia, but
we have to get food don’t we?”
responded Aine in an exasperated
tone. Grabbing two juicy berries,
each as big as her head, she rolled
her eyes in frustration. After
making sure she had a secure grip
on the fruit, she flitted back up to
impatient little Tia. Reaching her,
Aine tossed one of the berries to
her.

“Can we go home now?” Tia
whined as she caught the projectile.
Shivering suddenly, she sent a
shower of tiny white sparks falling
to the earth below.

“Yes, we can go home now,
we’re really not supposed to just
yet...hey!” Aine replied. However,
before she could finish, Tia had
darted off for home. With a startled
cry of “Wait for me!” Aine chased
after her, holding tight to her cargo.

“Finally!” sighed Tia coming to
rest upon an exposed rafter of the
old abbey’s roof. Her own blue aura
having faded, she was revealed to
be a very similar being to Aine. Her
navy blue hair hung in beaded
braids to her shoulders. Wings of
the same translucency adorned her
back. Tia’s wings however, were a
shade of pale aqua blue with an
irridescent shimmer, and had a
most peculiar shape. Resembling a
fish’s fins, each wing came to three
points at the end. Her ice blue eyes
searched the room below. Then,
seeming to have found what she
was looking for, she again took

flight followed closely by Aine.
Both landed softly upon a rather
dusty old writing desk. The room
surrounding them was generally
disheveled and dilapidated. Books,
pens, and paper were strewn
everywhere. Some of the papers
seemed to have been penned in an
ornate illuminated Gaelic script,
which having faded over time, was
no longer entirely legible. A narrow
window looked out to the nearby
lake.

The pixies had apparently put
the room to good use, for in odd
spots here and there were various
and sundry items they had
collected, such as acorns, bird
feathers, and some human items
they had “borrowed” from the
village including a comb, absent a
few teeth, and a few odd pieces of
jewelry. A wicker basket appeared
to have been crafted into a cozy
moss and feather filled bed.
Perhaps most interesting was a
relatively tall ornate gold box
resting upon an old oak table
against  the wall just beneath the
window. On its front, two doors
opened, as would be found on a
wardrobe.

“Where shall we put these?”
asked Tia to whomever would
listen. “You are not supposed to be
back yet! It isn’t ready!” came a cry
of mingled surprise and anger from
the gold box...or rather inside the
box. Directly after the voice spoke,
a third pixie, this one with a tousled
mane of gold and red hair, and fiery
yellow eyes, stepped out of the box.
Upon exiting, she quickly shut the
two doors behind her. Her own
wings resembled those of a

butterfly, and were colored a deep
autumn auburn with random specks
of crimson and gold. With her
hands placed demonstrably upon
her hips, she cast an annoyed glare
up at her two companions.

“Oh, do calm down Ea. We
haven’t seen whatever you are
hiding. Your secret remains safe!”
exclaimed Aine, attempting to
placate the grumpy little pixie
below as she flew over to a
grouping of miniature pixie-made
baskets, each containing a type of
food. Tiny cakes filled the
containers mostly, though here and
there among the piles of baskets
were assorted small fruits and other
tasty delights which nature’s
bounty had provided.

“May we see it Ea, pleeeaase?”
whined Tia again, doing her best to
look pitiful. “It’s almost time
for...for...oh, what’s it called?
Krees-maas?” she wondered aloud.

“Christmas, Tia”, Aine
responded with an amused smile as
she fluttered down to join her
redheaded friend. Presently, Tia
followed suit.

“Oh, I suppose so,” answered
Ea. “Tia’s constant pleading is
becoming rather annoying,” to
which Tia voiced an
insulted...”Hey!”

Reluctantly, and with a bit of
drama and mystique, Ea slowly
turned to open the two gold doors.
Inside, waiting to be unveiled was
the surprise, which she had so
carefully kept secret. As the doors
opened, all could see that placed
inside was a little pine branch,
decorated with a colorful
assortment of beads and other tiny
human-crafted jewels. Ea had
obviously gotten it to stand up right
using pixie-magic, since there was
no earth to support it. A lovely
garland of multicolored glass beads
strung up a spider’s silky thread
wound its way around the little
branch to its top.

“Ooo, what... is... it?”
questioned an amazed Tia and
Aine.

“I call it a... Christmas Tree!”
exclaimed a very proud Ea.

The  First  Christmas  Tree

Fifty Years of Sharing
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Knights of Columbus 
Offers Activities for Everyone

The Knights of Columbus invites all men of the parish to join us.
Our  activities for Catholic men and their families offer
opportunities for stewardship and socialization with others of our
faith. If you have not  chosen a stewardship in which to participate
and/or feel that the following activities are of interest to you, please
call Dennis Scobie at 723-3977.

Spiritual Activities: First Friday Mass at the Council Hall, Group
Communions at Christ the King and Resurrection Churches,
Memorial Mass for deceased Knights

Civic and Charitable Fund Raising Activities: Soup Kitchen
volunteers, Adopt a Road cleanup, Respect Life support, Children’s
Christmas Party, Keep Christ in Christmas essay contest, Benefit
Ball, Children’s Free-throw contest, Tootsie Roll Fund Drive for
local charities, Children’s Easter Egg Hunt, Spelling Bee Contest

Social and Family Activities: Wives Appreciation Dinner at
Hidden Hills C.C., Bunko Night, Suns Baseball, Off-shore fishing,
Covered-dish dinner with guest speakers (i.e. U.S. Coast Guard rep
concerning homeland and Super Bowl security), Chili cook-off,
Golf Tournaments and informal golf outings, Family pizza nights
and BarBQs.

Council 4727 had the honor of presenting a grant from KC Charities of Florida
to First Coast Women’s Services, a local emergency pregnancy agency.  KC

Charities of Florida was created by the Florida State Council of the Knights of
Columbus to help agencies that aid women and children in need. On July 8

th

Grand Knight Al Martin, PGK Mike Yarborough, and PGK Jim Middleton met
with Mary Hubbard, executive director, of First Coast Women’s Services, to

present a grant in the amount of $5,200.00. The Knights of Columbus are
dedicated to helping protect the unborn and aiding women and children in need.

by Frank Becht, PGK

Arlington Council #4727 formally installed the newly elected officers
for the fraternal year of 2004-2005. A special ceremony and dinner was
held on August 28th at the council hall on the Arlington Expressway.

Newly installed officers are as follows:
Grand Knight-Al Martin
Deputy Grand Knight-Dennis Scobie
Chancellor- George Morris
Recorder- Tom Harrington
Warden-John Morrissey
Treasurer-Charles Strauss
Three Year Trustee- Mike Yarborough
Advocate- Mike Capizzi
Inside Guards- John Granger & Augie D’Orazio
Outside Guard- Louis O’Neal

Knights of Columbus
Knights of Columbus 
Officer Installation

Arlington Council #4727 Officers
John Granger, Michael Capizzi, John Morrissey, Russell Strauss, PGK (Trustee),

Dennis Scobie, Bruce Patorini (New Finanical Secretary), Al Martin, Don
Thompson (Retiring Financial Secretary), George Morris, James Bonatatibus,

PGK(Lecturer), Ralph Mosley, PGK (President, Arlington Columbian
Association), Thomas Harrington 

Arlington Council 
Presents Grant

Monthly First Friday Mass at the Arlington Council, Knights of Columbus

The installing officer was Tom Claudio, District Deputy for District
#8. He was assisted by Christopher Ebreo, District Warden.

Special awards were presented by Past Grand Knight Mike
Yarborough to:

Family of the Year- George and Laura Morris
Knight of the Year-Charles Strauss

Dinner for the newly installed officers and guests was prepared by
Wanda Martin, assisted by members of the K’Cees. Thank you ladies for
a fine evening.

Congratulations to the new officers of Arlington Council #4727.
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by Patrick Kennedy

One of the most rewarding and challenging programs
conducted by the Diocese of St. Augustine Ministry For
Persons With Disabilities consists of seven separate one-week
camps for children with disabilities: Camps I Am Special (for
children ages 6-13), Promise (ages 14-30), and Care (for the
more profoundly handicapped individuals).These camps
currently serve each year over 250 children with disabilities,
including 180 teenagers from the local community, and are
powered by over 700 volunteers. The first camp was held 24
years ago. 

Needless to say, the importance and benefit of camp has
grown over the years. The primary purpose of the camps is to
give children with disabilities the opportunity to participate like
all children and enjoy a wonderful week of summer camp that
they will always remember. 

Camp goals are threefold: 1) To allow all children with
disabilities to have the same enjoyable camp experience that
many young children get to participate in every summer.  2)  To
provide a week of respite for families, many of whom do not
get another break from the exhausting care needs of their
children.  3)  To expose healthy teenagers to a special population of people
who are individuals with disabilities but who have many great strengths
and gifts to offer.

Every child regardless
of disability, religion, or
income is given the same
consideration. Nearly 50%
of the families that send
children cannot afford to
pay the $150 tuition that is
charged. These families are
given “camperships” so
that their children can
come to camp. 

This past year more
than 100 children and
adults were turned down
due to lack of space for all
of them. This has prompted
camp management to open
up a new week in 2004 to
help alleviate some of this
waiting list.

The three camps,
completely volunteer-
driven, recruit teenage and
adult volunteers through special recruitment efforts in northeast Florida
schools and churches. The vast majority of the individuals helping create
this unique setting are high school and college age students who have
become captivated by the special atmosphere created at camp. This
atmosphere is one where children with disabilities such as mental
retardation, autism, cerebral palsy, hydrocephaly, amputations,
neuromuscular disorders, blindness, and deafness come together with
“buddies” from the community. 

What do campers feel about coming to camp? They feel all of the
apprehension and nervousness that any first time camper feels. What do
they gain from attending camp? They gain a host of new friends, get to try
a lot of new things, get away from family and the constant routine of daily
life, they get to be around other kids just like them, feel very much
wanted, and really have a lot of fun! 

The teenage volunteers are “buddies” in every sense of the word. They
develop a close bond with the children while they go through the week
together. Both learn from each other. By the end of the week the
relationship is not one of caregiver to patient, but of friend to friend.

Volunteers receive training on disabilities and how to effectively work
with their assigned campers with the first rule being to insure that each
camper has fun. Paid nurses, adult group leaders, and kitchen help round
out the staff. Each year more than half the staff from the previous year
returns because they find the camp so much fun and enjoyable.

The first camp week in 2004 began on May 30. The last of the seven
weeks of camp ended on August 6. Campers live in one of two air
conditioned bunkhouses. Food is prepared by volunteer adults, such as
longtime aide John Klinkenberg of Christ the King parish, and eaten in a
commodious dining hall where a wide range of camp activities is also
held.

How does one physically get to the camp? The camp is located on 113
acres of the Marywood campus in northwestern St. Johns County and is
20 miles south of downtown Jacksonville.  State Highway 13 runs past the

camp’s front door.
The Diocese of St. Augustine covers

17 counties in north Florida.  Its mission
is to provide service and leadership to all
people within that area. To this extent it
has created many separate offices
including the Ministry for Persons with
Disabilities.  

The Ministry for Persons with
Disabilities continues to make every
effort to meet and improve the camps so
that everyone who comes to camp can
enjoy and learn about each other. In this
spirit of caring, and because of the
unique population that is being served,
the camp needs to be as completely
accessible and safe as possible.  As a
result, the camp is in the process of
improving its facilities to make the
environment better suited to meet the
needs of its campers without changing its
basic rustic feeling.

The Diocese firmly believes that all
children should have the opportunity to experience the joy of summer
camp regardless of disability, religion, or economic status.

For information on next year’s camps, dates, volunteer opportunities,
camperships, etc. contact Patrick Kennedy at 904-356-0810 or by email at
pkennedy@ccb.jax.org.

Camps “I Am Special” “Promise” and “Care”

Are Just That!
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by Lucille Guzzone

I spent quite a bit of my
summer visiting relatives in New
England. People from the North
would appreciate the nostalgia I felt
when I spotted the sprawling city of
Boston as the plane made its
descent into the airport. And as we
were driving to my mother’s home
in the outskirts, I noticed the old
sidewalks of the historical city,
cracked with years of use, as
persons of every imaginable
description were holding their rain
coats buttoned all the way up to
their necks against the drizzle and
cool breezes of the undependable
northeaster climate. New England
is famous for its unpredictability of
weather especially in the summer. 

I recognized the hectic pace of
the shoppers and those who were

eager to enjoy a hurried lunch at
one of the many ethnic restaurants
that lined the streets. The tall
steeples of the many churches
mixed with an array of apartment
buildings to form the skyline. But
as we approached the suburbs,
shades of gray of the big city began
to change to soft yellows, bright
pinks and deep violets emanating
from flower gardens and window
boxes of suburbanites. It seems as
though the floral life remains much
more vibrant in the cooler climate
of the North than do ours which
quite often seem to wilt and want in
the excessive summer heat of
Florida.

On the weekend we attended a
huge family reunion at my cousin’s
home on Cape Cod. Talk about
traffic! It seemed as if there were
eight to nine lanes converging to

two too often as frenzied drivers
attempted to reach the shore for a
two- day reprieve from their daily
grind. However, nature was kind to
us that Saturday morning as the
temperature began to climb to a
balmy 78 degrees. 

The Cape was crowded, and the
beach was strewn with seaweed,
but the atmosphere of the historic
sites made it all worth it. We were
actually very close to where
Pilgrims celebrated the first
Thanksgiving over 300 years ago.
Our big Italian family celebrated
the reunion with food, food and
food mingled with kisses and tears
and many promises to keep in
touch or even get together again
very soon.

When the visit was over, we
turned in our rental car in Hyannis
and took the shuttle bus back to

Logan Airport in Boston. This
flight was uneventful, thank the
Lord. When we reached
Jacksonville, the heat hit us like a
slamming door, but I was home
bringing with me fond memories of
a special place, its people and its
ambience.

A S u m m e r  V i s i t  H o m e

by Frank Becht

The Bekkedals are one of the more unique families
in Christ the King. Martin, to many known as Buzz,
and Margaret were both born and raised in Wisconsin.
Buzz’s grandfather, Martin, immigrated to the United
States in 1892 from Norway. Buzz’s father, Martin,
settled in Westby, a small town near La Crosse. The
Bekkedals bought and packed tobacco in the Bekkedal
Tobacco Company in Westby, Wisconsin.

Margaret’s parents, William and Catherine
Peterson, were born and raised in Wisconsin, her
great-grandparents having come from Ireland.
Margaret’s father was a furniture salesman; her mom,
a homemaker.

As a child, Buzz
attended public
schools in Westby and
graduated from the
University of
Wisconsin at Madison.
Margaret attended
Holy Rosary Grade
School and graduated
from Dominican High
School in Milwaukee.
Both of the Bekkedals
worked at the
University of
Wisconsin at
Milwaukee where they
met. Buzz moved to
St. Louis where he
went to work for the Follett Corporation in their
College Stores Division in August 1973. On
December 8, 1973, Buzz and Margaret were married
at Holy Rosary Catholic Church in Milwaukee. Five
years later they were transferred from St. Louis to Ann
Arbor, Michigan where they attended St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church in Dexter, Michigan.

While in Ann Harbor, they had two beautiful
children, Martin  and Catherine. In 1987, Buzz
received another promotion and was transferred to
Jacksonville, Florida, as Store Manager at the FCCJ
Bookstores. Son, Martin, graduated from Terry Parker
High School and attended Georgia Tech. Catherine
graduated from Christ the King and Terry Parker and
is in her 3rd year at the University of Central Florida in
Orlando.

In February 1988, the family moved to their
current residence in Alderman Park. Here, they
became members of Christ the King parish where they
have become quite active as a family. First, Margaret
assisted Isabel Fusco in the Christ the King Day Care.

She taught 5th grade CCD and assisted Ken Kelly in
the CCD program. In 1993 she became a Eucharistic
minister and has been a member of the Choir since
2001. Margaret and Buzz helped chaperone grade
school dances when Father Mark Waters was
Associate Pastor. She has been a member of Faith
Sharing for several years. She has been actively
involved in Life Teen for six years.

Daughter Catherine was member of the children’s
choir as well the adult choir; she was  an active
member of Life Teen and part of the Teen Angels Bell
Choir for six years.

You wonder about the outstanding characteristic
– this all seems routine thus far. Initially, Buzz was

very involved
in his work at
FCCJ college
campus. At a
fish fry in 1995,
G e o r g i a
MacLean, a
f o r m e r
p a r i s h i o n e r ,
told Buzz of the
need for men in
the choir. He
was convinced
and became
very involved
in Christ the
King and the
choir. In 1996,
he became a

cantor and active member of the funeral choir. It was
not unusual for Buzz to attend two or more Masses on
Sunday, one as a cantor, the other with the adult choir
and one to accompany Catherine at bell choir. He’s
also been involved with LIFE TEEN for six years
including the retreat. Faith Sharing has been a regular
activity for several years. What is outstanding, is
that Buzz is not a Catholic- never has been. He’s a
Lutheran by upbringing who happened to marry a
good Catholic and is fulfilling his promise to raise his
family as Catholics. 

Buzz and Margaret celebrated their 30th wedding
anniversary in December 2003 with a Mass by Father
Roe Fisher at Christ the King. It was extra special for
Buzz and Margaret since they had received permission
for him to receive Holy Communion on this special
occasion.

Buzz and Margaret are more than outstanding
volunteers- they are outstanding Catholics!

by Ashley Madden

The election in November is
getting closer and closer, and
maybe you don’t know what to
believe anymore. Well, the younger
citizens of the United States
certainly have their opinions. I,
myself, am a thirteen-year-old
Republican. Of course, I also
respect the Democrats’ opinions,
and even agree with some.

So first we have our
Democratic candidate, John Kerry,
who is a Vietnam war hero. John
Kerry has won three purple hearts,
and was thought to be very
outgoing on the war turf. He has a
plan to make health care a right for
all Americans, and independent
from Middle East oil. John Kerry
also plans to modernize and
strengthen America’s military and
lead an era of new alliances so
young Americans aren’t put in
harm’s way because we insisted on
going it alone.

Next we have our Republican
candidate, George W. Bush, our
president today. He plans to, and
has already started, reforming
public schools, transforming our
national defense, and providing tax
relief. Along with those few things,
he has done, and will do many
more if he is re-elected. One thing
many Democrats object to, is
America going to war. 

The major complaint they
have, is spending so much money,
when we ourselves are in debt.
However, is billions of dollars
really too much for freedom?

So in conclusion, I can see this
election go either way. But it’s up
to you to get out there and vote!
And choose the one that respects
human life, and our Catholic
religion.

Vote!
Election

2004

Christ the King’s . . .



September, 2004 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 35

By LIFETEEN

On Sunday, August 22, at 6:30 p.m., the GLADIATORS over-
ran Christ the King’s Kingdome!! OK. Actually, it was some of
LIFE TEEN’s greatest, but they sure fought like gladiators!

For this awesome LIFE Night, the teens got to play basketball,
bounce around in a skywalk, and race against each other in an
obstacle course. However, by far, the most popular “battles” were
the Joust and the Sumo Wrestling.

In one corner we had teens trying to knock each other off their
stands with VERY SOFT (don’t worry) jousting sticks. In the
other corner we had teens trying to “belly-bump” each other out of
the circle to win their sumo-wrestling bout. 

Their guardian angels may have worked a little overtime, but
the teens had an absolute blast! God blessed us with no injuries
and a lot fun. It doesn’t end there, however. Our teens weren’t the
only ones who had fun! Molly Ann McCormick beat Nancy
Powers in a very quick sumo fight. Starr Bishop beat, non-other,
than our own Fr. Thanh! He had some awesome moves though.

In all, the night was a success. We had a lot of fun and some
awesome pizza. I hope everyone gets to have as much fun in the
midst of God’s presence as we did!

THE GRUELING GLADIATOR GAUNTLET!!!

FATHER THANH SMILES WITH VICTORY
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BBiisshhoopp  TThhoommaass  WW..  LLaarrkkiinn
FFoouurr  SSccoorree  YYeeaarrss  AAss  GGoodd’’ss  MMaann

by Ray Walker
Shortly after Christmas, 1985, I

visited Rome with an equally divid-
ed group of Catholics, Protestants
and Jews. On the Wednesday we
were there, Pope John Paul II
entered a large hall where we were
gathered and, after addressing the
people from all the different coun-
tries present, each in their own lan-
guage, he proceeded to walk slow-
ly down a wide center aisle, greet-
ing and shaking hands with every-
one he could reach. It was one of
the greatest thrills of my lifetime to
be so close to this illustrious figure;
this sentiment was echoed later by
many of the Jews and Protestants
among us.

Can anyone possibly imagine
how much greater an experience it
must have been for our dear friend
and founding pastor of Christ the
King Church, Bishop Thomas
Larkin, to be able to walk with
Karol Wojtyla, day after day, back
and forth to and from school for a
year? Bishop Larkin actually did
this in 1947 when he was sent to
Rome by Archbishop Joseph P.
Hurley to study for his doctorate in
theology and lived in the same
building with the future pontiff. He
has experienced more in his life
than most bishops and far more
than even in the wildest dreams of
most priests. Yet, through it all,
today in his 81st year, he remains a
quiet, humble man, devoted to his
God, his Church and his people.

William Thomas Tom Larkin
was born March 31, 1923, in Mt.
Morris, New York, which is near
Rochester, to William Larkin and
Julia Beuerlein Larkin. A few hours
later and he would have been born
on April Fool’s Day. From early
childhood he learned that prayer
really works because over and over
again he heard the story of how his
grandmother made a novena so that
he would not be an April Fool’s
Day baby! He missed it by two
hours!

Being named after his father,
young “Tom” Larkin had a lot to
live up to since his father was not
only editor of the town newspaper
but was also the Democratic Party
County chairman of Livingston
County for over 20 years as well as
a member of the State War Ballot
Commission in Albany, New York.
If that was not enough, his mother,
Julia, managed a department store
in Mt. Morris. The only other sib-
ling was a devoted sister, Clarise,
who is three years younger than
him. Needless to say, the younger
Larkin lived up to and probably far
surpassed all expectations of him.

After graduating from St.
Patrick’s Elementary School and
Mt. Morris High School in Mt.
Morris, the future bishop went on
to train for the priesthood, first in
St. Andrew’s Seminary and then St.
Bernard’s Seminary, both in

Rochester. During his deaconate
Archbishop Hurley of St.
Augustine visited St. Bernard’s and
convinced the young candidate to
join him in Florida. Bishop
Kearney agreed and young Deacon
Larkin was elevated to the priest-
hood by Bishop Walter Foery on
May 15, 1947, at Sacred Heart
Cathedral in Syracuse, New York
and transferred to the Diocese of St.
Augustine, Florida.

Father Larkin’s first assignment
was as Assistant Pastor at St. Paul’s
Church in Daytona Beach. Within a
few short months, Archbishop
Hurley, sensing the potential in his
young protege, sent him to Rome to
study at the Angelicum
University. For almost a
year he lived at the Belgian
College and walked back
and forth each day with
another newly ordained
priest who instantly
became his friend–it was
none other than a young
man from Poland, Karol
Wojtyla, the future Pope
John Paul II.

Father Wojtyla already
knew Rome and agreed to
show Father Larkin around
in exchange for the latter
teaching him the English
language. He was already
fluent in German, French
and Italian and the resulting
friendship continues to this
day. In Bishop Larkin’s liv-
ingroom in Clearwater is a
large picture frame contain-
ing many small photo-
graphs of the two and the
great respect and love for
each other is readily evi-
dent in many of these snap-shots.
Bishop Larkin recalls an experi-
ence he had in the first class he
attended in the University in Rome
which was all in Latin. The profes-
sor told several jokes at which
everyone laughed but Father Tom
because he was not too well versed
in the ancient language. Pretty
soon, Karol got his attention and
said, “If you want to pass this
course, you better start laughing”.

Late in 1949 Father Larkin,
after completing a Doctorate in
Sacred Theology, returned to
Florida where he was appointed

Assistant Pastor of Holy Family
Church in North Miami. Four years
later he was sent to Jacksonville to
found a new parish, Christ the
King, which until then was part of
Assumption parish. Thirteen years
later when he left he had built this
remarkable parish from 125 parish-
ioners, to over 3,000. 

To his leadership also fell the
daunting task of implementing the
many changes resulting from the
Second Vatican Council. Probably
in no other Catholic Church were
these sometimes dramatic changes
received and accepted better than at
Christ the King Church.

Just after being recognized in
1967 for his outstanding work and
honored as a Papal Chamberlain
with the title of Monsignor, Father
Larkin was appointed as pastor of
St. Cecelia’s parish in Clearwater,
Florida. The new Diocese of St.
Petersburg was established the fol-
lowing year with Charles
McLaughlin as its first bishop. Ten
years later Bishop McLaughlin
suddenly died and Monsignor
Larkin was selected by the Pope to
become the second bishop of the
area. He was invited to Rome
where his good friend, Pope John
Paul II ordained him and along

with 25 other new bishops on May
27, 1979. Bishop Larkin was
installed as Bishop of the St.
Petersburg Diocese in the
Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle.

Responding to the ever-expand-
ing Catholic population, Bishop
Larkin created 15 new parishes and
added three new schools. His ecu-
menism fostered closer relation-
ships between both the Episcopal
Church and the Greek Orthodox
Church with joint prayer services
held with the latter. For better com-
munication and evangelization his
vision created a diocesan radio sta-
tion, WBVM 90.5, which proved to
be highly successful.

Unfortunately, for health rea-
sons, Bishop Larkin had to retire as
Bishop on November 28, 1988.
However, to this day, he remains
active in Diocesan ministry. Many
times he has helped his successors,
Archbishop Favalora and Bishop
Lynch with various episcopal cere-
monies such as confirmations, etc.
It is significant and so typical of
Bishop Larkin that when he was
made Bishop of the St. Petersburg
Diocese, he chose to continue liv-
ing in the rectory at St. Cecelia’s in
Clearwater rather than move into
the bishop’s house at St. Jude’s. “I

just couldn’t bring myself to
leave my people,” he explained.
It is interesting to note that these
were the same feelings he had
when asked to leave Christ the
King parish in 1967 but at that
time he had no choice.

Bishop Larkin has warm
and poignant memories of his
tenure at Christ the King
Church, although, as we agreed,
many of those parishioners who
were so instrumental in getting
the parish off the ground 50
years ago have already passed
on to their reward in heaven.
While celebrating the first Mass
in the gymnasium of
Jacksonville University Father
Larkin called a meeting of the
men and explained the need for
some kind of building they
could hold meetings in (the
Church property had already
been purchased by the Diocese
a number of years earlier). Jim
Fogarty, one of the men who
were at the first Mass, agreed to

take on the leadership role and get a
building constructed. Soliciting
some volunteers and donations,
Fogarty and several men, working
two week ends, completed the
wooden frame building which was
nick-named “The Clubhouse.”
Various meetings, Friday night
Bingo and coffee and doughnuts on
Sundays were enjoyed in its halls
for over 20 years. It met its demise
when Monsignor Danaher had to
have it dismantled to build the new
Kingdome (gymnasium).

Continued on page 13


