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NUTURING GROWTH
ENRICHING OUR FUTURE
MORTIMER DANAHER CELEBRATION OF LIFE GARDEN
Dedication Ceremony June 29, 2008

Father Thanh’s remarks:
The Garden which we dedicate today is the beautiful culmination of the collective efforts of many. First and foremost we
recognize the namesake and founder, Monsignor Mortimer Danaher, Pastor Emeritus, whose vision and leadership taught us the
true meaning of stewardship. The lesson of stewardship was learned and what you see before you here has been achieved
through its practice. Our gifted architectural illustrationist, Ray Christian, designed the project and a ceremonial groundbreaking
took place in this spot on December 3, 2006. From that date until this our very own Pat Thomas and Susan Riker have worked
tirelessly to promote, market and coordinate this remarkable achievement.
The collaborative efforts of Kendale Design/Build and Marwan Atallah of Palymara Marble have brought the vision to life in
concrete, marble and travertine.
The faithful and generous patrons whose names appear throughout this garden have funded the concept to its present
eloquence, as well as providing the nucleus to build our proposed new Child Care Center, which you see illustrated here.
Funding generated to date by this Garden project has enabled us to renovate our church to its current splendor, debt free. The
Garden continues to be a work in progress and serves to memorialize the treasured people and events of our lives. It is
foundational and we will continue building upon the legacy of our founding and sustaining parishioners, a legacy which provides
us this dynamic and vibrant faith community which we celebrate as our parish home.
continued on page 8
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F a t h e r T h a n h ’s M e s s a g e
Hello Christ the King Family and Friends!
Here it is the end of August. Summer vacations are over, and we are
settling into the routine that comes with fall - school, college and work. I
hope you have had a wonderful summer with many fond memories and
blessings from God. As a community, we’ve had a joy-filled spring and
summer that has brought us all grace-filled blessings.
Many of us went to St. Joseph’s to witness five men become priests
in our diocese, three of whom we’ve had the pleasure of witnessing as
they made their walk of faith. Father Andy and Father Lam and Father
Slavic are continuing their journey within the diocese. What a blessing
they are to the Church. They are settling into their new surroundings and
getting to know the people of the parish at their first appointment.
On June 21, James Scott was ordained a permanent deacon. James is
another example of a true blessing from God. James has a long history
with Christ the King. It began when Monsignor Danaher was pastor and
James was not a Catholic. James was converted to Catholicism after
spending much of his life searching for the answers he sought. Since
then, he has been actively involved in many ministries such as The
Legion of Mary and adult faith formation, especially RCIA. He was there
to give back what he had been given. He welcomed all - Catholics and
non-Catholics alike. He was available to help them to become a part of
our faith community.
We had the pleasure of hearing his first homily when he addressed his
fellow Catholics saying “I love you very much.” Because of his love for
God and community, he will serve Him well. He too continues his faith
walk within the Diocese of St. Augustine, and we will be witnesses of the
fruits of his labor as Bishop Galeone has assigned him to Christ the King.
Congratulations, Deacon James Scott!
God shines on us as we travel through life. The Celebration of Life
Garden will bear witness to our accomplishments through His grace and
love for us. The dedication of our garden was a grace-filled moment with
the presence of Monsignor Danaher. We will continue to witness our
garden grow as we use this quiet corner to sit and pray and enjoy the peace
and beauty it will bring to all of us. I invite you to be a part of this legacy
and reach out to the children in our community. Buy a plaque to help us
bring the children to God. He said, “Let the children come to me.” I am
filled with gratitude to all as I see this expression of love for our children.
Our LIFE TEEN program is celebrating 10 years of service to our
teens. Join us in praying for the continuation and growth of this program.
It is difficult being a teen in today’s world. With all the opportunities that
abound, it is easy for them to make the wrong choices. LIFE TEEN helps
teens to make good, healthy choices as they take time to strengthen their
personal relationship with God. We thank those who have given to keep
this ministry going - a true blessing from God.
Blessings come from the Church. Last June 28, at the evening prayer
service in the Rome Basilica of St. Paul outside the walls, Pope Benedict
inaugurated the Jubilee Year of St. Paul. This year marks the 2000th
Anniversary of the Apostle’s birth. It fits nicely with one of the main
themes of our current papacy - the Christian duty to evangelize.
Born in Tarsus, he grew up in a Jewish family and became a tentmaker by trade. In Acts, we learned that St. Paul became a zealous
persecutor of Christians throughout the eastern Mediterranean and Asia
Manor. One day on his way to Damascus, he was temporarily blinded by
a vision of Jesus Chris. He recovered and filled with the Spirit, he was
baptized. He made a series of four major missionary journeys that
stretched from Jerusalem to Rome where he was put to death by Roman
authorities.
This Pauline year is an invitation to join with the Apostle of the
Gentiles who dedicated himself to preaching the “Good News” to all
people where he stressed the need for unity and harmony of all Christians.
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Here are some suggestions to
celebrate this year of St. Paul:
<Read: Make an effort to
spend time reading St.
Paul’s letter in the New
Testament
and
find
opportunities to share your
reflections with others
(family members, small
faith
sharing
groups,
friends, etc.)
Keep up with events by
reading your bulletin. Take
advantage
of
the
opportunities to make this
year a joyous one, such as
listening to Father Patrick
Carroll deliver a mission
appeal to help missionaries
reach out to God’s children.
Also, Father James Boddie
will be here to speak to us about the Guardian of Dreams project in
our midst.
<Pray: In your Masses, personal prayers, adoration and rosary,
remember: pray for unity among Christians… (I have included the
Prayer to the Apostle Paul for you on this page.)
<Spread the Gospel/Evangelize: Be a missionary by volunteering to be
a catechist or serving in some other capacity at CTK. Donate to a
missionary order and pray for their ministries.
As we celebrate this Pauline year… Bring a friend to Christ…invite
him or her to become a part of our community. What a blessing that would
be!
May St. Paul guide us and protect us in his jubilee year, helping us to
advance in the humble and sincere search for the unity of all members of
the mystical body of Christ.

Prayer to the Apostle Paul
Glorious St. Paul,
Most zealous Apostle,
Martyr for the love of Christ,
Give us a deep faith,
A steadfast hope,
A burning love for our Lord;
So that we proclaim with you,
“It is no longer I who live,
But Christ who lives in me.”
Help us to become apostles
Serving the Church with a pure heart,
Witnesses to her truth and beauty
Amidst the darkness of our days.
With you we praise God our Father:
“To Him be the glory,
In the Church and in Christ,
Now and forever.”
Amen.

The mission of Christ the King Courier is to provide our Christ The King Family with information and news regarding our faith and
parish ministries. The goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the ministries of our parish in the hope
that people can use this information to bring you closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two of
many of God's gifts, and through Christ the King Courier parishioners can share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King
Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message
of the Gospel of Christ the King.
As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as
exemplifying the content and character of this publication.
"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility,
gentleness and patience. Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another. The Lord has
forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in
your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.
The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to
refuse articles, poetry, advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. The appearance of advertising in these pages does
not imply endorsement of businesses, services and products. Readers must exercise prudence in responding to advertising in all
media. Political advertising not accepted. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials submitted for publication.
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Editor’s Corner
This issue of the Courier touches on an unusually wide range of
topics. I’m not absolutely certain of the reason for this, but I hope that
many of our articles truly speak to our readers; that what our writers have
said serves as a call to action for us. The articles relating to the activities
of the St. Vincent de Paul Society tell of dire need among many in our
Christ the King community. Need is ever-present, and we all know that
the economy is making life difficult on many levels, but the extra effort
required to replenish the food shelves is totally appreciated by the people
we serve. Just read the two letters from recent recipients, if you wonder
how effective St. Vincent de Paul’s efforts are on a daily basis. Call to
action—-donations of supplies as well as time and assistance.
We have more than one article relating to our school and young
people. The most important one outlines plans of the Home and School
parents to increase the level of financial support for our school through an
exciting list of social activities. This is definitely a “have your cake and
eat it too” plan. We make a financial commitment to our school and have
an evening’s entertainment to boot. Call to action—-participate. Buy
tickets and be there.
Finally, June 28, 2008 marked the beginning of the Pauline Year. St.
Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, traveled the Mediterranean world
spreading the gospel. He worked with people of every known language
and ethnic and tribal background. We look to him for inspiration in our
ministry to one another here at Christ the King. His ability to draw people
together for Christ is something for us all to emulate. During the
upcoming year, we will offer several articles about St. Paul and what he
can mean to each and every one of us as Catholic Christians. In the
meantime, plan your ministry participation for the year carefully, and
participate with enthusiasm.

--------------

Bingo Is Back
At Christ The King
Christ the King summer bingo has been a great successful fundraiser
for both the school and church ministries. Bingo is an opportunity to
socialize, have fun, support the school and ministries, and even
better…win money!
The Fil-Am Ministry, lead by Imogene Praxedes, has been selling
delicious ethnic items in our concession stand. This fundraising
opportunity is available to all Christ the King Church ministries. Please
check the church bulletin bingo notice for updates on the different foods
that will be available for purchase at bingo.
We have had such a great time this summer that bingo will continue
here at Christ the King. Starting in September, bingo will be held on the
third Friday of the month in the Blessed John XXIII Hall. The doors will
open at 5:30 p.m. with our early bird games starting at 6:00 p.m. and the
regular bingo games starting at 7:00 p.m. Prices range from $1.00 to
$20.00 depending on how many games or cards you choose to play. For
more information on bingo please e-mail bingo@ctkcatholic.com. We are
always looking for volunteers, comments, questions, and of course more
participants. To view the monthly prices and game packages visit the
parent website www.supportctks.com and look for the information about
bingo.

The February issue depicted the communist flag of Vietnam. However,
it came to our attention, that the Vietnamese community at Christ the
King, and other Vietnamese living
in America and other countries,
prefers the use of the Freedom
and Heritage Flag (flag of South
Vietnam – yellow flag with three
red stripes). The correct flag is
printed here. We apologize for
our error.

Courier Guidelines Notice
Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier
certain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization regarding God, the
Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct
quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes. Therefore,
if His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not
capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.
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What’s Happening

We woud like to welcome the following individuals and families to
Christ the King Community
The K. Do
Ms. Daisy Mooneyhan
Mrs. Dana Eason
Ms. Maria Hernandez
Mr. Vitor Webb
Ms. Monserrat Pujol
Mr. Thomas Crisp
Mr. & Mrs. Leamon Baxley
Mrs. & Mrs. Mike Myers
Mr. & Mrs. Andy Tran
Ms. Mary Lien Huynh
Mr. & Mrs. Cyril Losenara
Mr. & Mrs. Romanito Gandionco
Ms. Cindy Osorio
Mr. Saintly Christopher Manalon

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Moneyhan
Ms. Diane Ellis
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Callahan
Mr. & Mrs. David Sian
Ms. Danielle Rios
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brown
Ms. Ashley Cintron
Ms. Nicole Cintron
Mr. Fernando Solis
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Riker, Jr.
Ms. Marie-Lorphie Telfort
Mr. & Mrs. Eduardo Galavis
Ms. Nancy Rasch
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Snider
Ms. Tracy Rhodes

Marriages:
We would like to acknowledge the following parishioners who were
recently united into the Sacrament of Marriage.
Zachary J. Lunney and Allison Cubbage on May 10, 2008

Anthony Tran
Tristian Joseph Kishi Vila
Roman Lorenzo Bundoc
Annelisa Jeanette Bundoc
Ethan Angelo Bundoc

Michael Minh Le
Rylan Xuan-An Geraldo Nguyen
Joevonni Keith Prim
Sean Patrick Trull
Michael Riley Shannon

Eric R. Gandionco

The following people are recently deceased memebers of our parish for
whom we offer our special prayers.
Bryce Dela Cuesta
Francio Lorenzo Luaces
Maha Forbes
Ryan Ghioto
Marion Cuny
Darlyne Gorton

Valerie Wallis
Rosemary Theresa Cianciolo Nickas

Helen Mason
Earl William Neppl
Hilda Franco
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IT’S NEVER TOO LATE...
by Lucille Guzzone
For the last few years parishioners have noticed that our First Holy Communion class has not been limited to second graders. Each year more and
more of our older children are receiving the sacrament for the first time at an older age. Some are young teen-agers who, because of various
circumstances, were not able to receive instruction at seven or eight years old. Now they have discovered that they no longer have to be outside of the
sacrament any longer.
Our parish, through the religious education program for children, offers a class especially for these youngsters, which is primarily suited for their
ages - usually between ten and fifteen. It meets every Wednesday evening, at 6:30 p.m., in the school, during the school year. The teacher is Shannon
Coffey who has a masters degree in psychology and is a second-level catechist. She devotes much of her time working with parents, making frequent
calls to keep them abreast of the goings on in the classroom. Most of all, she manages to keep the spark of curiosity and desire at full brightness in
her students. For the most part these particular young people want to be there, and they usually take the initiative in coming to class. In many cases,
because of this desire on the part of these students, fallen-away parents themselves return to the Faith. And more than frequently, a non-Catholic
stepparent begins to understand and appreciate the beauty and spirituality of the Catholic Church.
It may seem strange to the congregation to see these rather large young people attired in white following the little ones at the First Holy
Communion Mass, but to all of us involved it is a sight filled with hope, love, and gratitude to the Lord and His Church knowing that it’s never too
late.

Why a Year of St Paul?
by Mickey Kenny
St. Paul is known for his evangelization through which he worked
tirelessly, traveled endlessly, and wrote prolifically in order to bring the
message of Jesus Christ and to unify the believers into the one body.
Through his instructions Paul relied for strength on the strength of Jesus,
not of Paul. Pope Benedict XVI dedicated a year to him, the Jubilee
Pauline Year, beginning June 28, 2008, saying “This is the goal of the
Pauline Year: to learn from Saint Paul, to learn the faith, to learn about
Christ, finally to learn the way of upright life.”
We must know who Paul of Tarsus was in order to understand his
complete conversion on the road to Damascus and his deep commitment
to living the rest of his life for Jesus and in Christ. The next three issues
of the Courier will concern the three major themes of Paul’s conversion,
his missionary journeys, and his goal of unification through love.
Father Joseph A. Fitzmyer, SJ wrote an essay for the Jerome Biblical
Commentary in which he made the point that, because Paul was not
himself an eyewitness to the life of Jesus, Paul is not writing in a
biographical sense but is instead concerning himself with the saving
grace, which the death and resurrection of Jesus has for all people. Other
writers also have shown how Paul translates for different societies (city
dwellers, cosmopolitan people, pagans) the message clearly lived by Jesus
for a certain audience (Jews, agrarian people, shepherds).
We know a good deal about the personal life of Paul because of the
many letters he wrote in which he dealt with his own feelings, attitudes,
and personal life situations rather than the biographical nature of Jesus as
in the gospels.
Paul was born about the same time as our Lord and his circumcisionname was Saul. He was a native of Tarsus, a city on the banks of the river
Cydnus which made Tarsus a center of commercial traffic along the
shores of the Mediterranean as well as with the countries of central Asia
Minor. It was a wealthy city and the seat of a famous university, higher in
reputation even than the universities of Athens and Alexandria, the only
others that then existed.
His father was a Jew, a Pharisee, of the tribe of Benjamin and in Acts
we learn he was of unmixed Jewish blood. We know nothing regarding
his mother, but it is reasonable to assume that she was a pious woman and
had a mother’s special influence in developing the character of her son.
There is no indication that Paul was ever married.
Though a Jew, his father was a Roman citizen but how he got this
privilege we don’t know. “It might be bought, or won by distinguished
service to the state, or acquired in several other ways; at all events, his son
was freeborn. It was a valuable privilege, and one that was to prove of
great use to Paul, although not in the way in which his father might have
been expected to desire him to make use of it.”
Paul was educated by his mother until the age of five. From age five
to ten he studied with his father in the Hebrew scriptures and traditional
writings. At the same time, being a Roman citizen and living in a Greek
and Roman environment, he received a thorough education in the Greek
language, history, and culture.
He was sent to Jerusalem at about the age of ten to attend the
rabbinical school of Gamaliel, who was the son of Simeon the son of
Hillel. Gamaliel was a most eminent rabbi who was mentioned both in the
Talmud and in the New Testament (Acts 5:24-40; 22:3).
The religious school of Gamaliel (Hillel) was chiefly oral and usually
had a prejudice against any book but Scripture. When school was in
session, learned men met and discussed scriptures, gave various
interpretations, suggested illustrations, and quoted precedents. The
students were encouraged to question, doubt, even contradict and it was

in this atmosphere Paul
spent many years in an
intensive study of the
Scriptures and the many
questions concerning
them. After this he
probably left Jerusalem
to return to Tarsus but
came back to Jerusalem
soon after the death of
our Lord. It was at this
time he learned about
Jesus, the crucifixion,
and the rise of the new
sect.
Stephen was then
proclaiming
very
publicly that Jesus was
the Messiah, which gave
rise to the stoning of
Stephen in which Saul
of Tarsus certainly took
a prominent part. He had
become an active leader
in the persecution
St. Paul, by Fra Bartolommeo, located in the
through which the rulers
Pontifical Apartment, Vatican
sought to exterminate
Christianity. The persecution forced the apostles to spread to other places
and, “They that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the
word.” Hearing that some fugitives had taken refuge in Damascus, Paul
asked for and received a letter authorizing him to proceed to Damascus, a
journey of about 130 miles. And Paul went on “breathing out threatenings
and slaughter.”
But the crisis of his life was at hand. Paul’s conversion on the road to
Damascus is a pivotal point in Church history and a story known well by
most Catholics. In the next issue we will take up the story of Paul’s
conversion and how it changed the course of his life and affected his
instruction for the followers of Christ in Paul’s time and for all time as
well.
“Paul, therefore, no longer lives for himself, for his own justice. He
lives for Christ and with Christ: in giving of himself, he is no longer
seeking and building himself up” (Pope Benedict XVI, General Audience
11/8/2006). His example to the rest of the world is that of a man who
knew everything he did was for the glory of God and not at all for himself.
St. Paul’s influence on the thinking of the Church cannot be understated.
His life demonstrates the fact that it does not matter what we have done
before, what sins we have committed - God forgives even those who have
persecuted him for years, and with God we can become the most ardent
and faithful Christians. St. Paul helps us to understand our role as
Christians, and how we should live with Christ and the Holy Spirit in our
lives. As Pope Benedict XVI said in his general audience about St. Paul,
“May the Lord help us to put into practice the exhortation left to us by the
Apostle in his Letters: ‘Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ’ (1 Cor
11:1).”
The books of Acts is the chief authoritative record for the ministries
of Paul and the other apostles. For a brief outline of Paul’s ministry, see
the Chronological Table of Paul’s Ministry. The most thorough, accurate,
and interesting secular work on Paul is The Life and Epistles of St. Paul,
by Conybeare and Howson.
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Do You Say The
Morning Offering ?
by Frank Becht
If you don’t you’re not alone, but you are missing a great
opportunity to make your whole day a prayer.
To us Roman Catholics, the Morning Offering is meant to be prayed
the first thing in the morning to consecrate the day to the Lord. It gives us
the opportunity to focus our entire day on Jesus and give Him all that we
do during the day. It makes our entire day a prayer.
The Morning Offering is meant to be prayed in the morning when we
awake. Throughout the day, we can offer up everything that happens-our
joys, our pains and suffering, our difficulties and sacrifices, to Jesus to
atone for the pain and suffering for all for whom we pray. Of course, if
you forget for whatever reason, it’s not too late to say with your act of
contrition in the evening.
The Morning Offering has long
been a practice of the Church, but
became popular as an aspect of the
League of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
“Apostleship of Prayer” which was
born in 1844 in a Jesuit seminary in
Vals, France. Later another Jesuit,
Father Ramiere published the
“Messenger of the Sacred Heart”
which helped to spread the Morning
Offering prayer.
There are many versions of the
Morning Offering but the most
common one is as follows:

O

Jesus, through the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer You my prayers,
works, joys and sufferings of this day for all the intentions of
your Sacred Heart, in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass throughout the world, in reparation for my sins, for the
intentions of all our associates, and in particular for the
intentions of our Holy Father, the pope.
Now throughout the day you offer up your hardships and sacrifices to
Jesus. If you wish, you can renew your offering during the day with an
“All for Thee, Jesus!” Try it!
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Catholic Voter’s Guide
by Frank Becht
There are many issues involved in deciding for whom to vote. Many
are purely political, but many can deal with our quality of life, our longterm well-being, the war, immigration, the environment, education, health
care and the like. We will concentrate on the serious moral issues
involved.
If you take your Catholic faith seriously, then you need to know the
position of the candidates on the serious moral issues that are affecting
our society. Most of the time it’s not a case of adopting a “Catholic
position,” for there often is not one that can apply across the board. You
as a responsible Catholic voter must become informed on the issues and
moral non-negotiable ethical principles. This is not an easy task.
There are five basic moral issues of our faith that are non-negotiable
moral values which can help you narrow down the acceptable candidates.
In cases where all candidates take morally unacceptable positions on one
or more issues, you must make some tough choices. In your role as a
Catholic voter, you have a moral obligation to promote the common good
through exercising your voting privilege. The five non-negotiable issues
are as follows.

Abortion
Abortion is the intentional and direct killing of an innocent human
being, and is therefore a form of homicide. Where laws allow abortion,
the Church teaches “it is never licit to obey it, or take part in a propaganda
campaign in favor of such a law or to vote for it.” Even when a child is
conceived through rape or incest, the fault is not the child’s, who should
not suffer for others’ sins.

Euthanasia
Euthanasia (mercy killing) is also a form of homicide. No one has the
right to take the life of any innocent person, nor does anyone have the
right to take his or her own life. In euthanasia, the ill or elderly are killed
by action or omission, out of a misplaced sense of compassion, but true
compassion cannot include intentionally doing something intrinsically
evil.

Embryonic Stem Cell Research
Human embryos are human beings. It is the position of the Church
that “Respect for the dignity of the human being excludes all
experimental manipulation or exploitation of the human embryo.”
The Catholic Church teaches that human life, in the form of an ovum
and spermatozoon, becomes a human person at the time of fertilization.
Thus, the killing of an embryo in order to extract its stem cells is a form
of homicide. Adult stem cell development has long been used, thus not
justifying use of embryonic cells.

Human Cloning
Human cloning also involves abortion because “rejected” or
“unsuccessful” embryonic clones are destroyed; yet each clone is a
human being. Attempts for obtaining a human being without any
connection with sexuality through “twin fusion,” cloning or
parthenogenesis are contrary to moral law; they are in opposition to the
dignity of human procreation and the conjugal union.

Homosexual Marriage

Call to Adoration
If we are willing only to do what is ordinary
then we can only expect God’s ordinary
blessing. Only when we are willing to do the
extraordinary are we guaranteed of obtaining
God’s extraordinary blessings.
Eucharistic adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament is absolutely the extraordinary
effort that God is asking for today in order
that He may bestow upon mankind His
extraordinary blessings.
When we are willing to do on earth what is
done in heaven, i.e., adore God perpetually,
then God will create a “new heaven” and a
“new earth.”

True marriage is the union of one man and one woman. Recognition
of any other union as “marriage” undermines true marriage. Legal
recognition of homosexual unions only encourages them to persist in an
immoral arrangement. Catholic lawmakers have a moral duty to express
opposition and publicly vote against it.
The political offices we are concerned with in the upcoming
November election are President and Vice President and certain state and
federal offices. They will be guiding and influencing the legislators of our
country for the next four years and will determine the direction of the
important moral issues for years to come.

Determine a Candidate’s Position
Very often it is difficult to determine a candidate’s position. In such
cases many times contact with the candidate’s office or campaign
headquarters can help determine a candidate’s position.

How Not to Vote
Do not vote based on your party affiliation.
Do not vote based on candidates’ appearance, personality, or media savvy.
Do not vote just because candidates declare themselves Catholic.
Do not vote for what’s best for you. Vote for the common good.
Do not vote for candidates who are right on lesser issues but vote wrongly
on key moral issues. For example, the right to health, to home, to
work, to family, to culture is false and illusory if right to life,
euthanasia, or marriage is not defended.

Become an informed voter!
Our marriage and family values are at stake.
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This is what it’s all about
Submitted by Mickey Kenny
This letter was written
May 8 and copied “as is”
except for the omission (by
personal request) of the
Vincentian to whom it was
particularly addressed. The
St. Vincent de Paul Society is
grateful for permission
extended by Ms. Adams to
share this letter with you and
the beautiful picture she sent
of her family.

I don’t want a hand out
but a hand up!
Submitted by Mickey Kenny
This letter was placed in the poor box at Christ the King. The St.
Vincent de Paul Society has permission from Tim Leonard to share it with
you and we hope it will help everyone involved.
My name is Tim Leonard. My wife’s name is Cindy. We have had the
worst part of our life in the last year.
It all started when I had my own paint company and someone stole all
my equipment, my truck got repo’d and finally, my house got foreclosed
on, we were homeless. We worked at it and climbed back up far enough
to get a hotel room on Dec 12th on the Arlington X-way and we started
going to Christ the King at that point in time. And we prayed and prayed
and work slowly came to me … not much just enough to pay rent of
$189.00 a week and buy food and at times we didn’t have enough to buy
food and had to resort to going thru dumpsters at Food Lion & Picca
Restaurants to feed us. I have gone from having nothing except the
clothes on our backs. I now have some clothes mostly work clothes 2
good pair of pants to wear to church and my painting tools, carpentry
tools saw & drill and a nail gun and we both have a bicycle all of which
were all blessings. What I need is someone to allow me to paint or fix up
there house. I also do tile work. If I could get one good job I know I’ll get
3 to 5 more off it and 3 to 5 off them and eventually I would be able to
rent a house, get a work truck, all my equipment needed to make my life
more easier and all I’ve gotten so far is from Jesus blessing us for doing
the rite thing. One day I would like to be able to put something in the
offering plate. I pray every day and night for Jesus to help me thru this
time and he has and I thank him and I prayed and he told me to get in
touch with someone at the church and my prayers would be answered but
I didn’t know who to reach, so I’m reaching out to whoever receives this
to help it reach who it should. I try to make it to church every Sunday; my
wife can’t make it every time because of health issues and can’t walk it.
And our lives have become much better with Jesus on our sides.
Well that’s about all there is. Thank you for everything.
Tim Leonard 725-3343 #203
I don’t want a hand out but a hand up!

Do you need help?
Painting – interior or exterior
You supply the paint and
I will supply the competent work!
Remodeling
Tile work
Just give me,
Tim Leonard, a call at 725-3343 room 203
I’ll work hard and dependably
because your good words about me and my work
are all the advertising I will need.
Thanks!

Hello,
For the past several
months everyone who would
listen I’ve told them about
how much you’ve helped my
kids and I in our time of need.
If it weren’t for you and your
extended family @ Christ the King Catholic Church and the generous
donation by the community my kids and I would have went without
electricity.
…, even though I’ve only had brief conversations with you and we’ve
prayed together twice, I feel as though I’ve known you my entire life.
When you would come to bring my kids and I food, toiletries and
monetary donations I never once felt as though you were judging me, nor
did you make me feel less than a mother for not being able to provide for
my kids at the time.
It’s something that radiated through you that put me at ease while
talking to you, something that spoke inside of me and I felt your divine
concern for my kids and I. As if God sent you to us, to assure me that no
matter what trouble we may happen into in our lives if we ask God and
truly believe and put in the foot work He will supply all of our needs and
sometimes what we want.
I thank God so much for working through you, … , to show me that
I’m not alone in my struggle to take care of my kids.
Thank you so much Christ the King Catholic Church and thank you
so much … for being you and most of all I thank God my father for
blessing me.

St. Vincent de Paul
Society
has an emergency-level need for
bath soap
shampoo
laundry items
dish detergent
paper products: toilet paper, paper towels
meat items: canned chicken/tuna
macaroni and cheese
chili
canned stews
Just bring the supplies to the church and we
will store them in our pantry.
Thanks for helping out!

August, 2008

Christ the King Catholic Church

You Are Needed!
by Mickey Kenny
It is with both humility and appreciation that the Christ the King
Conference of the St. Vincent de Paul Society acknowledges our gratitude
to our Pastor, Father Thanh; Father Zehler, our Spiritual Advisor; and all
the parishioners who give us such an abundance of gifts for the
community. While Vincentians are able to go to the homes of those in
need and bring a measure of God’s love and compassion, we are only able
to give much-needed food and financial assistance because of the
generosity of the families in our parish.
Why is there always a “But…?” Of the great number of families in
our parish, there are only 19 people available to take these calls.
Remember posters of Uncle Sam pointing his finger straight out with the
message, “We need YOU” – well, we do! No one likes to think of
themselves as old, and “age challenged” sounds worse to me; but of those
who make home visits and bring our good news, only a couple are 35 or
under. Most of us are retired (that means 65) or almost there. Wouldn’t it
be awful if there were no Vincentians to bring the Good News to people
who are suffering! The shortest verse in all the Bible is, “Jesus wept.” And
He would.
Please, think of coming to join us. There are many ways you can
serve, and we will find ways suitable just for you! Tailor made – in the
USA. It’s even politically correct.
During these troubling times we have had a problem securing meat
items for the pantry. The food warehouse we purchase from has very little
as they have to serve many organizations. Meat products needed are:
canned tuna, chicken, and ham. Smoked bacons and parts are wonderful
for adding flavor to rice and noodles; macaroni and cheese also can be
considered a “meat”. Any donations of these are particularly needed.
On our wish list we always place soaps, cleansers and personal
hygiene items – particularly important for helping our friends in need.
Truly it is a blessing to serve in this way. Join us if you have any
inclination to become a Vincentian. You will be made welcome and you
will find the work fulfilling. Just show up on any Monday evening at 7
pm in the rectory. It’s that easy. Jesus said often, “Whatsoever you do to
the least of my children, that you do unto me.”
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Ordination of
Deacon James Scott
“Receive the Gospel of Christ,
Whose herald you now are.”
“Believe what you read,
Teach what you believe,
And practice what you teach.”

by Darlene O’Neal

MOMS Ministry
Fall Session
Register NOW!
You can sign up now for Fall MOMS Ministry sessions.
Thursday, Sept. 18 and will run for 8 weeks.
Morning sessions 8:30 am and end at 11:00 am.
Daycare will be available at no cost.
Evening sessions 6:30 pm and end at 8:30 pm.
We are pleased to announce that the sessions are open to
new moms and PREVIOUS MOMS participants. So, if
it’s been three or more years since you’ve been through
the journey and would like to “Renew the Journey”, we
would love to have you join us.
Facilitators still needed!!! Formal facilitator training
will be held on August 23 at St. Anastasia in St.
Augustine. This training will completely prepare you.
To register, and for more information, contact Deidre
Hicks at:
(904) 744-2442
dandkhicks@yahoo.com

These were the words spoken to each of the eight Ordinands by
Bishop Victor Galeone as the Ordination of Deacons took place at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church in Palm Coast, Florida on June 21,
2008. Christ the King’s own James Scott was ordained a permanent
Deacon in the Diocese of St. Augustine and will serve for three years at
Christ the King parish.
The ordination was beautiful from the beginning to the end. The
procession of the many priests throughout the diocese, deacons, altar
servers, Bishop Victor Galeone and of course, the Ordinands, was truly
impressive. Most Reverend Victor Galeone was the principal celebrant
with Father Michael Morgan and Father James May as concelebrants
accompanied by priests of the Diocese of St. Augustine.
The music ministry under the direction of Kermit Allison was
outstanding and added elegance to the occasion. Liturgical Ministers
included family members of the Ordinands who served as presenters of
the gifts to be offered, altar servers and readers. The second reading was
proclaimed entirely in Vietnamese.
The Laying on of Hands was emotional as each priest and deacon in
attendance approached and laid hands on each of the eight men during the
Ordination. Each of the ordained was vested with his Stole and Dalmatic
by a friend who was either a priest or a deacon. Deacon James was vested
by Deacon Paul Consbruck. It was especially touching when Deacon
Dave MacNamara embraced Deacon James with the Kiss of Peace.
The recessional hymn “Go Forth” was most appropriate, with the
words telling one to go forth and spread the good news, preaching the
Holy Word of God! Deacon James is certainly qualified to do just that.
Father Andy Blaszkowski and Father Thomas Willis served as
Masters of Ceremonies. Several former Christ the King priests, Father
Guy Noonan, Father Joe McDonnell and Father Richard Perko were
there, as well as Father Steven Zehler. Many friends and parishioners
from Christ the King drove down to Palm Coast for the Ordination of
Deacon James Scott.
The parishioners of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton and Father Mark Waters
very graciously hosted the liturgy as well as provided a beautiful
reception following the ordination.
On June 29, 2008, Christ the King Church parishioners had the honor
of hearing the first homily given by newly-ordained Deacon James during
the 11:00 a.m. Mass. He told his personal story and his message was to
listen when God calls you and obey the call. James has answered God’s
call and we at Christ the King are blessed to have him with us.
Following the Mass, dedication of the Mortimer Danaher Celebration
of Life Garden was celebrated as well as a reception for Deacon James
Scott in Blessed John XXIII Hall. Congratulations, Deacon James!
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continued from page one

NUTURING GROWTH
ENRICHING OUR FUTURE
MORTIMER DANAHER CELEBRATION OF LIFE GARDEN

In addition to the design of our new Child Care Center (which will be
built on Arlington Road and serve as a beacon for our parish) you also see
yet another illustration rendered by Ray Christian….a playful and
capricious playground setting designed to chronicle the progression of
our fund raising efforts. This chart will be on display in the gathering area
of the church as we go forward to implement the construction phase of
our new Child Care Center. For those of you who have already
participated in this historical project, thank you. For those of you who
will, thank you.
“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14
Frank Japour’s remarks:
We are gathered here today on this joyous occasion to celebrate the
dedication of this glorious Garden project which had its inception in
1978. Monsignor Danaher appointed Isabelle Fusco to manage a fledgling
parish child care facility as a ministry to our parish families. Over the
years the center evolved to its current status as a preeminent Early
Learning Center providing service to over 150 children from throughout
the community. Under the guidance of Theresa Little and her dedicated
staff the Center has garnered the coveted FIVE STAR rating issued by
the Department of Children and Families which was awarded this year to
only 17 of 904 licensed facilities in Duval County. In 2004 a strategic plan
was implemented to replace the existing center with a contemporary
model to meet the growing needs of our parish and of the community.

Rainbow
“Works of Heart”

by Amy Schultz
In late June, L’Arche Harbor House hosted a sale of items from the
L’Arche Rainbow Workshop, a day program for adults who have
developmental and physical disabilities. The sale was held at the Quality
Inn Suites in Jacksonville Beach and was sponsored by Renee Baron, a
friend of the L’Arche community. Renee’s brother, Dino, and seven other
artists who have special needs, worked very hard for months to prepare
the handcrafted items sold at the event. The items included crafts and
artwork made from beads, clay and shells, as well as homemade jewelry
and paper cards.
Guests enjoyed refreshments and interacting with the members of the
L’Arche community. Rainbow artists happily demonstrated their skills
and discussed their “works of heart.” L’Arche Harbor House hosts two to
three Rainbow sales each year at varying locations. Please visit our
website at www.larchejacksonville.org to learn more.

Scrip is back for the school year!
Go online to shopwithscrip.com and register with an
email address and the enrollment code for
Christ the King: C14CA3534L79 and click join.

Christ the King has a tradition of excellence and through our
collective efforts, we will continue to NURTURE GROWTH AND
ENRICH OUR FUTURE.

THE ABC’S OF RCIA
by Darlene O’Neal
When some people hear the term “RCIA” they might ask, “What does
that mean?”
RCIA is short for the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. It is a
process for people inquiring about the Catholic faith. It is for people on a
journey toward faith and being reborn in the Spirit. It is for people who
are ready for conversion from their old ways, ready to be made new in the
image of God.
RCIA is intended for all interested persons no matter what their
background. Each is welcomed and encouraged to attend and participate
in weekly sessions.
The RCIA process is a four-step journey of faith. The first step is the
pre-catechumenate. This is a time for inquirers to hear the Word and also
a time for community members to listen and answer their questions. The
church community plays a big part in the whole conversion process by
their example as Christians and by their welcoming attitudes. When the
inquirers are ready to move to the next step, the Rite of Entrance to the
Catechumenate is celebrated at Sunday Mass.
The second step is the catechumenate. During this period, the
catechumens are joined by sponsors who provide support, help to make
them feel at home and share the Catholic faith with them. Sponsors are
very important and should not take their assignment lightly. They commit
themselves to the individual catechumen for the entire nine month
process. They not only represent the church community but they present
the candidates to the Church.

The catechumenate is the longest period in the RCIA process. This is
the time when the catechumens are instructed in the Catholic faith and
join in community prayer and worship. After the Liturgy of the Word at
Mass, they are dismissed to reflect on the Scripture readings with the
RCIA team members. When the catechumens are prepared, the Rite of
Election is celebrated as a request for entrance to the Church through the
Easter Sacraments of Initiation. The community responds by confirming
God’s call to faith in their lives and to welcome them into the Church at
Easter.
The third step is the Lenten period. The catechumens begin their “40day retreat” to focus on prayer and God’s graces. During this period,
prayers of healing by the community during rites, called “Scrutinies”, are
on the third, fourth and fifth Sundays of Lent. The Scrutinies are intended
to give the catechumens strength to resist evil and remain free from sin on
their journey to conversion and renewed faith. The Scrutinies are also
meant to remind Catholics of our need for penance and healing that are a
part of Lent.
At the Easter Vigil, the Sacraments of Initiation are celebrated and the
catechumens are received into the Church. This is the climax to the many
months of preparation and the end of the conversion journey.
The fourth step is the “Mystagogia”, which means mystery. This is the 50
days between Easter and Pentecost, a time meant for the newly initiated
to move toward a deeper understanding of the Word of God and the
sacraments.
The RCIA is not just for converts, it is for Church renewal. We are all
called to change our lives and renew our faith. RCIA is for the life of the
whole Church as we continue on our faith journeys.
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French Boys’ Choir
The program presented at Christ the King on Tuesday evening was in
two parts. The first included only sacred music. The second was more
varied and was comprised of works from several different nations of the
world. One of the most popular of the evening was Bahay Kubo, a
Philippino song, which many audience members obviously knew well
and applauded with gusto and enthusiasm.
After the performance, the boys joined host families for their
overnight stay. They were due to return to CTK and their van transporters
around 8:00 a.m., and then to depart for Orlando for some time at the
Disney park. Then home again to France. Bon Voyage, boys. Please,
come again soon.

by Carol-Ann Black
What a beautiful way to end the day! The French Boys’ Choir entertained the audience at Christ the King Church with great talent and obvious pleasure on Tuesday evening, July 22. They were first organized in
1972 in the area of Lille in northern France. The twenty-some boys and
young men attend several schools and universities in that area. They
carry on, not only their touring schedule, but an active recording and
broadcast life. In addition they participate in exchange programs with
other boys’ choirs, such as the Vienna Boys Choir and the Poznan
Rossignols.

The Ephrem Family
by George Ephrem
Every once in a while
one of our parish members
is suddenly inspired to
share a story with us all.
This is one of those stories.
Our author is a member of
this interesting and inspirational family, and at 93
years of age he wrote it all
down and presented it personally at the rectory for
our consideration. Enjoy.
The Ephrem family
moved to Jacksonville in
1922 from Lawrence,
Massachusetts. Our parents, Joseph and Helen, and
Uncle Fred, came to the
U.S. about 1910 from
Beyrouth (Beirut), Lebanon. We were 6 children—-Tom, George, Victor,
Freddie, Victoria and Henry (Hank).
All 5 brothers served in U.S. military service during World War II.
Sgt. Victor was killed in action during the Normandy invasion. He is
buried in “The Brittany American Cemetery and Memorial” in St. James
(Manche), France, Plot D, Row 1, Grave 8. He was a Staff Sergeant. Tom
was in the African invasion and the Italian invasion, Sardinia and elsewhere. George served aboard ships in the North and South Atlantic, Gulf
of Mexico, Caribbean areas and South Pacific. Freddie served with
McArthur in recapturing the Phillipines. Jacksonville
Dep. Sheriff
Henry (Hank) served in the Navy in the U.S.A, the Marshall Islands and
on into Japan. He retired.
Prior to the war, Staff Sgt. Victor served in Jacksonville, in the local
National Guard anti-tank unit, in Fort Benning training other Army units
and onto the European area, Normandy. He graduated from Robert E. Lee
High School. He also played on the Lee football team.
Tom was a star baseball player and at 133 lbs. was NEFL boxing
champ. He was also a great photographer for the old Jacksonville Journal
newspaper, the Florida Times Union and Ring magazine for 33 years. He

was also a sports and boxing writer, and assisted with boxing in
Jacksonville.
George was a well-known dancer (ballroom and square), was president of the Friendly Frolics, and the N.E. Florida Square and Round
Dance Association. He was also the first president and founder of the
American Ballroom and Contemporary Dance Association. George also
raced cars (beginning in 1936) at the Daytona Beach and Road Races,
Jacksonville Beach, Fernandina Beach, Atlanta, Orlando, and at N.A.S.
Jacksonville, before it was N.A.S.
Freddie learned all about motorcycles starting at the age of 12 years.
He worked up to manager of the old Harley Davidson Motorcycle Co. in
Jacksonville. He was in charge of the Jacksonville police motorcycle
garage and helped to train many policemen to ride motorcycles. Freddie
was also a member of the Shriners unit. He led the parades with his
famous rides and trained the unit to formation riding.
Our sister, Victoria, married a sailor, Neil Corado. They had two boys,
Neil, Jr. and Patrick, whom they raised here in Jacksonville.
At the present time I am the last of the Original Family. I am 93 years
old. I met and married Jean in 1950. Jean passed away September 14,
2006. She assisted in
church and school at
Christ the King for
many years. In 1954 we
were
among
the
founders of Christ the
King parish and school.
For many years I helped
out at Christ the King
School in the teachers’
offices repairing and
installing school equipment, painting in the
buildings, and doing
grounds work. Jean and
I also assisted in the
building of Bishop
Kenny chapel. We had
two children, George Jr.
and Betty Jo. We have
four grandchildren and
six great grandchildren.
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Father Thanh’s Travels
by Charles Keisling
The term “vacation” conjures up in most of us, images of relaxation,
family time, and good food. For the more industrious of us we may think
of learning, travel or even pilgrimage. For Father Thanh, a vacation is all
of these. A much needed break from the pressing problems of parish
administration came when Father Thanh signed up for an educational tour
with high school and college students run by EF the leading organization
offering such tours. The tour was a two-week trek through Italy and
Greece. The group leader was Mai Keisling, high school art history
teacher and member of the Vietnamese community at Christ the King. She
also brought her husband Charles and middle school son, Nicholas. Father
Thanh also made it a family occasion by including his sister from Texas,
Nga, and nephews, high school senior, Phi Long and middle school
student, Bao Long. The middle school pair would soon be constant
companions.
By bus we went from Milan to Verona on our way to Venice. Verona
is an ancient city with the third-largest and best-preserved arena where
opera is performed each weekend. We also saw Juliet’s house from
Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet.” However this is just a tourist
attraction as the play is purely fiction except for the family rivalry there.
The town is a nice rest stop and a chance for a late lunch in one of the
many cafés on the Piazza Bra. After this restful interlude we continue our
journey to Venice.
The hotel is right on the beach. Dinner at Venice was a culinary
delight. Father had fried squid, fish, mussels and other “fruit of the sea.”
After dinner there was time to explore the streets near the hotel with their
many shops which were open late in the evening. This district is a favorite
of Central Europeans for vacationing on the Adriatic Sea.

It was an early morning wake up for the European continental
breakfast of bread, sliced meat and cheese, yogurt, cereal, and of course
café latte. The bus took us to the water bus (larger than Jacksonville’s
water taxi) which would take us across the lagoon to downtown Venice.
As we assembled near the Doge’s Palace our tour guide distributed
“Whispers,” a radio receiver that hangs around your neck and plugs into
your ear to hear what the tour guide is saying without having to be right
next to her. We saw the great tower called the Campanile which is rather
new, having replaced one that collapsed in 1902.
We hear church bells coming from the interesting Torre dell’Orologio
clock tower of 1496 and we see Moors ringing the bells on top and a
difficult to understand clock face that shows astrological signs and moon
phases but it is easy to understand the digital clock reading (in Roman
numerals) that changes every five minutes. We have agreed to break away
from the guided tour with a smaller group of students that want to make
Sunday Mass at the Basilica of San Marco. We turn to look at the
magnificent and ornate building with four domes and five front doorways
with rich mosaics above each. It obviously shows the Eastern Orthodox
influence. Above the door we can see the replicas of the four bronze
horses that were looted by the Venetians from Constantinople in 1204.
After checking in our backpacks, we enter through the side door reserved
for those attending Mass rather than just looking around. We see a
magnificent 3-D cross-shaped chandelier and a ceiling above that is
covered with 43,000 sq. ft of gold mosaic. This is why it is sometimes
called the Basilica d’Oro or Church of Gold. The altar is above the
remains of the evangelist St. Mark, which were stolen from Alexandria,
Egypt by Venetian merchants in the ninth Century. After that the Basilica
was built to house and honor them and the city’s patron saint was changed
from St. George to St. Mark. The winged lion is now the symbol of the
city. The Mass is in Italian but there are multilingual cards that have been
passed out so that all may participate. The music is inspiring, coming from

a small choir almost out of sight and
reverberating throughout the domed
ceiling and down to the
congregation.
Now it is time to rendezvous
with our tour guide who has
organized gondola rides. As Father
Thanh rides through the canals of
Venice, this is surely the relaxation
part of his journey. We pass other
gondolas that have singing
gondoliers and some with musicians
as well. Perhaps someone laying it
on for a wedding proposal. We
quietly skim through the canals with
the indecipherable greetings of our
gondolier to others breaking the
silence.
At Florence we see the Church
of San Lorenzo. When we arrive I
find it gray and cold with large
rough brick on the outside. It is the oldest church in Florence and dates
back to 1060. We see the tomb of the Parents of Cosimo de Medici and
the fresco, “The Martyrdom of St. Lawrence.” A very helpful volunteer
guide of the church begins to explain everything in great detail. We wish
we could stay longer to learn more but we have an appointment with our
bus and we cannot be late.
Our hotel looked like a manor house located on a small mountain. The
rooms were spacious and the food was so-so. The next day we went back
to Florence and found the trip much shorter given the proper directions.
We first went to the Uffizi Museum. The Galleria Accademia is where all
go to see Michelangelo’s “David”. We cannot really distinguish it from
the copy that adorns the piazza outside the building. Father Thanh begins
to develop a great appreciation for the Italian ice cream. We go to the
Duomo, or Santa Maria della Firoe, as it is officially named. The dome
was designed by Filippo Brunelleschi and the church was consecrated in
1436. The dome is almost as large (42 meters) as that of the Pantheon in
Rome. In the 15th Century, it was the largest church in Europe. The
Cathedral looks strange because the façade is much more modern in
Gothic Revival style added in 1867-87. This façade replaced one that was
destroyed in the 16th Century. The tower was designed by the painter
Giotto in 1334. The Baptistery is octagonal and its highlights are the East
doors in bronze by Ghiberti. These doors were so beautiful to
Michelangelo that he named them “The Gates of Paradise.” Later in the
day we go to Santa Croce Basilica and find that it was established by the
Franciscans in a poor neighborhood. Father Thanh found it interesting that
this church served the poor and San Lorenzo served the Medici and the
wealthy. Michelangelo is buried there too.
We took a side trip to Pisa to see the Pisa Cathedral but also the
famous leaning bell tower and the baptistery there. We find there was a
great rivalry between these two cities and each tried to outdo the other. In
the end Florence conquered Pisa much to their chagrin. While we were at
Pisa it was June 17, which is the anniversary of the death of their patron
saint, St. Ranieri. On that day each year they open up the relics for display
and veneration. This was really a pilgrimage trip.
At Assisi we also went to the Basilica of Francisco where the tomb of
St. Francis is located. This basilica also has a number of important frescos
of Giotto illustrating the life of St. Francis. In that town we visited the
Temple of Minerva, a Roman temple converted to a Catholic Church with
a very baroque interior. Chiesa Nuova is the church that marks the
birthplace of St. Francis. Finally, before we leave the city we see the
Church of St. Clare where the founder of the Poor Clares is laid to rest.
continued on next page
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Marriage Amendment
by Frank Becht
In November 2008 national
elections will be held in which
many important issues will be
placed on the ballot for your vote.
The presidential election is the one
most publicized but for Christians
of all denominations, the Marriage
Protection Amendment issue will
be equally important.
Voters will be asked to choose
whether to allow homosexual
(same sex) marriage or to restrict
marriage to that of “one man and
one woman.”
The Catholic Church and most
Christian religions believe that true
marriage, matrimony, is an
indissoluble bond between a man
and a woman. It is one of the seven
sacraments and is ordinarily
celebrated in a Nuptial Mass.
Catholics believe that marriage was
ordained by God for the purpose of
pro-creation. The Bible clearly
sets out various passages in which
it is clear that God created them
“male and female.”
It is a
relationship, a union, so intimate
and real that “the two become one
flesh.”

There are Church
requirements for a marriage
to be a sacrament. They
must be free to marry, that
is they must be an
unmarried
man
and
unmarried woman. They
must also intend to marry
with intent to give
themselves to each other.
Marriage as one man
and one woman is more
important than the selection
of a President for it directly
affects Family Life. One of
the many cultural changes
affecting modern day life is
the deterioration of family life.
Homosexual marriage undermines
true marriage. If we believe that
marriage is a true gift from God, we
must provide that environment to
foster true love for spouse and
God’s gifts of children. There is
nothing more challenging than
raising children properly. Trying to
bring them up in a less than ideal
family atmosphere will only
continue to compound our current
family crises. The vast majority of
people believe that children do best
when raised by “a mom and a dad.”
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To Parents of
Parish Children
by Lucille Guzzone

Same sex marriage advocates
claim that passage of the Florida
marriage amendment provision,
which declares marriage must be
between one man and one woman,
could take away established rights
of all non-married Floridians. The
loss of benefits for domestic
relationships and senior citizens
seems to be the major concern of
these opponents.
FOR marriage and family
vote “yes” on the amendment.

If your children are not
enrolled in our parish school,
please do not despair.
We offer excellent classes in
religious instruction for children
from grades 1 to 8. This program
includes sacramental preparation,
holiday
assemblies,
family
activities and classroom instruction
led by experienced and qualified
teachers. Textbooks are the same as
those used in our Catholic school,
and are approved by the diocese.
Do not shortchange your
children by ignoring a Catholic
parent’s obligation to enrich and
encourage them in the teachings of
our faith. The opportunity is
available through weekly classes
throughout the school year. Your
children will thank you for your
part in their spiritual maturity as
they grow in the love and
knowledge of our beautiful
Catholic faith.

Father Thanh’s Travels
continued from page 10
At Rome we found a bonanza of important churches. The first was an
important shrine to which the pope leads the Stations of the Cross each
Good Friday: The Colosseum. The greatest of these is of course, St.
Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican, the largest church in the world! It is
overwhelming. Many religious leaders are interred here, the greatest of
which is St. Peter himself. It is traditional to touch the foot of the statue
of St. Peter for a blessing or good luck. The Peita by Michelangelo is
protected by glass there but hard to photograph. The Sistine Chapel is
breathtaking with the Last Judgement by Michelangelo as well as his
famous ceiling. In St. Peter’s Square one can see the apartment window
where Pope Benedict XVI appears. In the middle of the square is an
Egyptian Obelisk taken from the old Roman Circus near this spot. It is
interesting to note that most of the Roman remains that are in good
condition are so because the Church has made them Catholic monuments
or churches. One of these is the Pantheon. Originally it was dedicated to
all the Roman gods in a round sanctuary with the largest dome in the
world until the 1960’s. Today it is a church and in excellent condition.
Another of these is Castel Sant’Angelo, originally Hadrian’s Tomb. Over
the years it has been a fortress, prison, and papal residence and has a
statue of St. Michael sheathing a sword as a sign of the end of a plague.
Our trip to Pompeii to see a well-preserved section of Roman life
illustrated how decadent pagan Rome was. It reminds us of Sodom and
Gomorrah.
The second portion of our journey took us on an overnight voyage
across the Adriatic Sea on a fancy ferry with a swimming pool no less.
Our first stop was the Greek Orthodox monastery of Roussanou. When
these monks sought isolation they really meant it! It seems impossible that
these beautiful structures could have been constructed in such an
inaccessible location high atop these unusual rock formations. This
ancient monastery has been converted into a convent and the nuns
rehabilitated the place after the monks abandoned it. The Monastery of
Ayias Triadhos is still operated by the monks after so many years. At one
time the only way to enter was to be pulled up by a winch in a cage. Today
it is a tiring climb up stairs carved in the mountain. The walls are covered
with visual reminders of the tribulations of the saints and martyrs. Women
in our group were loaned long skirts as slacks, jeans and shorts are not
allowed on women.
As a retired history teacher, I felt compelled to give Father Thanh a
refresher course in Ancient History while we journeyed to Delphi. Here
we found a temple to Apollo where puzzling predictions were made about
the future. Here we saw a stone, which the Greeks called the “bellybutton
of the world” illustrating how the Greeks, like other civilizations, thought
their civilization superior to all and all revolved around them. We also saw
an ancient, but interesting and relevant center of healing that focused on

the mind and spirit as well as the physical healing. It was dedicated to
Asklepion, the legendary son of Apollo, the healer. Our physicians today
use the staff with entwined serpents of Asklepion.
Mycenaea, is a very ancient ruin once ruled by Agamemnon who led
the fight against Troy in Homer’s Illiad. The ruins included the “beehive
tombs” in which they built the first domes that remained the largest in the
world for a thousand years until the Pantheon was built. At Corinth we
recalled the letters that Paul wrote to the church he founded there, but saw
nothing to document that phase of its history. We did see a canal that
dissects Greece at its narrowest point, the Isthmus of Corinth.
At Athens we saw the Acropolis and the enormous Parthenon reminds
us of the way we honor our God with magnificent churches. We saw
several museums with the most famous and recognizable works of ancient
civilization. We understand that our civilization is built upon it and not so
different at all. A Greek dinner highlighted our final night with food and
Greek dancing not unlike that in the recent movie, “My Big Fat Greek
Wedding.”
So Father Thanh was able to rest, to exercise, to contemplate the
Franciscans’ and the Dominicans’ influence on Florence. He was able to
enjoy good food and drink and spend time with his sister and get to know
his nephews a little better. He was able to make pilgrimages to St. Peter,
St. Mark, and St. Ranieri. He could walk where great men of the past have
trod, and appreciate the art and architecture of earlier days. After touching
the “bellybutton of the world” he could draw renewed energy and strength
with which to lead Christ the King for at least another year.
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Away We Went
by Yolanda Cerqueira
By the time many of you read
this edition of the Courier your
vacation will be a thing of the past;
all that is left now are those
wonderful or maybe not so
wonderful memories of what you
did. Perhaps your memories’ banks
hold snippets of lazy beach days
working on a tan or touring
glamorous foreign cities. Maybe
your ideal was just not living by the
alarm clock for a week or two.
Whatever was your pleasure is now
safely stored in the treasure box of
your minds.
Let’s see how some of us here
at Christ the King chose to spend
our time away from the usual daily
grind. All aboard!
Annie Sabatino
Annie has an older sister,
Lucille, who lives in Lakewood,
Ohio. Lucille is 85 years old and

does not get out very often so Annie
with her big heart went to spend
some time with her to boost her
spirits. Annie was able to take her
places she doesn’t get to often. And
they also went to visit Lucille’s
daughter in Bowling Green, which
was a treat for all.
If you have a sister you know
that one of the joys of sisterhood is
to sit and talk about the past, the
present, and whatever comes into
your head. The weather in
Lakewood is pleasant this time of
the year so the two sisters would sit
outside on the front porch and gab
away.
Annie then went on to Grove
City, Pennsylvania to visit her late
husband’s cousin. One of the
highlights of that trip was going to
see the cousin’s grandson play in a
La Crosse Tournament in Sylvania,
Ohio. Annie summed it all up when
she said. “I enjoyed my vacation
very much because I was with my
sister and we did things we hadn’t
done in a long time.”
Father Steven Zehler
Father Zehler had the “difficult
assignment” of going to Rome this
summer to attend a conference.
Most of the time was spent in
meetings but he also had a few
personal days. Father said he was
absolutely in awe of St. Peter’s
Basilica. He had not been in Rome
since the mid eighties and had
forgotten how absolutely beautiful
and magnificent the Basilica is.
Father said, “I love being a
Catholic and to be in Rome is the
epitome of being in the heart of the

Church. It is where the spiritual
leader, Pope Benedict, or B-16 as
Father affectionately calls him,
lives and where all the church
offices are located.
“I felt great joy and awe being
in Vatican City and I love the
church with all its warts and
wrinkles. In matters of faith and
morals it still retains its innocence.”
This joyful young priest stated
that he had two spiritual
experiences while in Rome. The
first took place with his two good
friends, Dr. Charles and Dr. Mimi
Hoffer from Gainesville, Florida.
On his free day they rented a taxi
and driver who acted as guide to
view the religious sites of Rome.
His first spiritual encounter was at
the Church of the Holy Steps.
According to tradition these steps
were trod by Christ while on trial
before Pontius Pilate. It is believed
that St. Helen, the mother of
Emperor Constantine is the one
who had these steps brought to
Rome.
The steps are covered in wood
so no foot can touch them; so this is
the reason why the faithful climb
them on their knees. Father and Dr.
Mimi ascended the 28 steps
praying at each step for a family
member or friends that needed
grace in their lives.
The second spiritual experience
for Father was celebrating Mass at
St. Peter’s along with Father Rob

Trujillo, his friend from seminary
days. They con-celebrated Mass at
the altar called the Resuscitation of
Tabitha. It was very close to his
first anniversary of being ordained
a priest and he said, “It was like my
first anniversary gift.”
And was Father surprised to
learn that none other than Father
Andy was saying Mass at the same
time on the lower level of the
Basilica.
Now this is something for the
memory bank!
The Andersons
Terry, Karen, and Ashley
Anderson are really an example of
a typical American family. They are
committed to their church and their
parish community.
One of the first things they did
this summer was to visit the
Kennedy Space Center. Ashley

took along one of her friends,
Victoria and they all concluded that
it was “wonderful, excellent, and
very impressive.” Karen learnt that
much of the food safety standards

of course, the candy factory. The
street lights in Hershey are all in the
shape of candy kisses!
On the 4th of July there was of
course the traditional celebration
and spectacular fireworks that one
of the relatives brought from
Virginia.
After leaving Pennsylvania the
family drove on to New York to the
home of Mickey’s brother, Jerry,
who lives in a brownstone in
Brooklyn. The house is located
directly across the street from Fort
Green Park where there is a
memorial mound in which eleven
or twelve thousand bones are
interred from the American
Revolution. When the British
captured American soldiers they
were held as prisoners on ships in
New York Harbor where they
perished. After the war they were
interred in Fort Green Park.
A special highlight of the trip
for Martha and Elizabeth Anne was
biking with their Uncle Jerry over
the Brooklyn Bridge right down
into lower Manhattan.
One of their last activities was
to pick up Father Neil Carr at his
residence at Fordham University
and then proceed to Rudy Dolan’s
Irish Restaurant for a very fine
meal. The Kennys found Father
spry, looking good, retaining his
dry sense of humor. He has reached
89 years of age. “He is just as he
always was.” Father sends his

that are in use today were first used
by NASA.
She went on say that the
astronauts are obviously wonderful
men but without the team they
would be able to do nothing.
After taking in all that there
was to see of this remarkable place
Terry Anderson said, “You can not
possibly leave this place and not
feel proud to be an American.”
The Anderson family love to
surprise each other and Ashley
received a really big one recently
when she was in the Avenues Mall
with her friend near the food court.
She looked up and there coming
across the mall was her
grandmother who had come all the
way from Virginia to spend some
time with the family.
Ashley said that she spent 11
years at Christ the King and it
hasn’t sunk in yet that those years
are over. Ashley was Student
Council President and one of her
treasures is the gavel that she was
able to keep as a reminder of her
office. She wants to play volleyball
at Bishop Kenny so she spent time
during the summer at Wink’s
VolleyBall Camp and also
reporting for fitness training the greeting to all and especially to the
week before the try-outs. Knowing St. Vincent de Paul Society as he
her perseverance and dedication, was their spiritual advisor.
With all the family activities
the odds are in her favor!
that went on, the Kennys were most
John and Mickey Kenny
happy to return to the relative peace
The Kennys along with their and quiet of our fair city,
three
daughters,
and
four Jacksonville.
grandchildren, had the pleasure of
The Plotz Family
going to a family reunion in
Landisburg,
Pennsylvania.
Mark and Laurie and their two
Landisburg is in the heart of the sons, Jacob and Aaron have
Amish country where Mickey’s recently returned from a dream
sister, Anne and some of her family vacation to Riviera Maya, Mexico,
reside. There were 69 people of located just south of Cancun. The
various shapes, sizes, ages and hotel was the Occidental Grand
conditions in attendance. The Flamingo, situated on the beach
reunion was held over a period of overlooking the Gulf. Included in
this vacation package were all
meals, drinks, and beach and pool
activities within the hotel itself.
Can you imagine eleven restaurants
as part of the hotel complex? Four
or five of them were formal in
nature, two were buffets, and there
were several food courts.
Laurie commented, “The resort
was absolutely beautiful but I was
five days during which the relatives shocked by all the poverty once
had the choice of hiking, canoeing, you left the tourist area.”
The family experienced this
playing basketball, or swimming.
The Kennys said that others took first hand when they made a most
some time to drive the short memorable bus trip to the ancient
distance to Hershey, Pennsylvania Mayan ruins located in Chichen
to visit the Hershey theme park and Itza.
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This is where many of the
Mayan pyramids and temples are to
be found and some of them are
older than the pyramids of Egypt.
It was on this luxurious bus
with a bi-lingual guide and bi-lingual server that the family got a
glimpse of the poverty of Mexico.
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them was a spring that descended
150 feet down to an underground
cavern with a river running through
it. One could either decide to walk
the stone steps down to the bottom
or for the daring, dive into it!
All in all it was a most memorable vacation and since the Plotz
boys are now in their late teens they
wanted to be able to do something
special together before work or
school interfered with family plans.
And this vacation just fit the bill!

Cream
Factory
was
the
Telectroscope nearby. This extraordinary instrument connected a tunnel from London near Tower
Bridge on the Thames River to
Fulton Ferry Landing near the
Brooklyn Ice Cream Factory. Now
just imagine this. When you look
through this telectroscope it allows
you to see people in London,

The Scobie Family

The contrast was startling. As soon
as you left the city limits there were
miles and miles of half-built houses
with thatched roofs, some were of
cinder block with no panes in the
windows. Sanitation was poor and
outdoor toilets were the norm. It
was a real eye-opener for the whole
family.
Since it was a three-hour drive
to the Ruins there were many interesting stops along the way. One of

Dennis and Debbie Scobie and
son Ryan had a most exciting and
wonderful vacation in New York
City. Their hotel was located right
on the Hudson River in lower
Manhattan and close to the World
Trade Center site. They did and saw
so many really interesting things
that would conjure up a whole sack
of memories.
One day they walked the
Brooklyn Bridge and then visited
the Brooklyn Ice Cream Factory
but more exciting than the Ice

England and they can see you—live! How do they do that????
The Scobies reported that they
experienced the best bar-b-cue ever
in Times Square. This family never
stopped for a minute as they toured
the Museum of Natural History, the
Sports Hall of Fame Museum and
were able to catch the Staten Island
Ferry that goes right past the Statue
of Liberty all in the same day.
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Debbie stated, “Our hotel was
very centrally located which gave
us quick access to see the sights of
the town. We were only a short distance from Little Italy and China
Town and there we heard more foreign languages spoken than
English.” For their son, Ryan, the
highlight of the vacation was being
able to visit the NBA store on Fifth
Avenue as this would be a paradise
for any young sports fan.
One of the most interesting
tours they took was the one that
brought them to Battery Park and
then on to Wall Street. Dennis stated, “It was conducted by a doctoral
student from Columbia University
who gave us a unique historical
perspective on the history of New
York City.” The student told them
that after September 11, 2001 the
downtown area where they were
touring was totally renewed with
new parks and expensive condominiums, which is a tribute to the
resilience of the New Yorkers and
Americans generally. What a great
vacation!

Vote like your country depends upon it
by Paul Ghiotto
I would suspect by now that
most Americans are pretty tired of
the political process now that the
primaries and conventions are over
and the general election is upon us.
We’ve been through a lot – endless
TV commercials, office water cooler debates, internet blogs, the print
media, emails, etc. If we’re tired
just think how tired the candidates
must be! Having held elective
office as President myself – fine, it
was the 4th Grade at CTK School
back in 1957-58 – I can appreciate
as well as anyone the rigor of a
campaign!
But some of today’s candidates
have been doing this type of thing
much of the last four years and
they’ve still got a long way to go! Is
it really necessary to continue this
thing much longer?
The answer is “Yes,” but only
because of the small but significant
fact that our country depends upon
the electoral process – good, bad,
or indifferent – to somehow choose
the 545 people who effectively(?)
run the show. That’s right. That’s
the number of chosen officials
we’ve got in Washington D.C. to
represent “US.” So Paul, you ask,
who are these 545 men and/or
women? Aren’t we just electing a
president come November and
won’t he be the one who will determine our nation’s programs, policies and directions for the next four
years? Well, actually, NO!
Let’s add up all the people
being voted on in national elections
in November. There’s the President
and Vice-President, 435 U.S. representatives, and 33.33 U. S. senators. That last number is correct
because the Constitution requires
that one third of the Senate stand
for election every two years, so

don’t blame me for that one. By the
time all the moving vans have gone
home, we are left with all these
people plus the other 66.67 senators
and those nine Supreme Court justices who are individually nominated by the President and eventually
voted on by the Senate. These people, except for the justices, ultimately have to get their collective
act together and pass myriad
pieces of legislation affecting
budgets, national defense, international diplomacy, energy, healthcare, the environment, education,
social security, and taxation just to
name a few! Then the President
has to appoint cabinet members
who have to appoint others to help
run the overall bureaucracy known
as the federal government - but
these people aren’t elected. The
nine justices have to wait around
until these things happen first and
then they decide if they want to
throw a monkey wrench into the
works—-oftentimes
seemingly
because they can.
So, when you go to the polls in
November – and YOU ARE
GOING aren’t you? – you and
every other voter have a tremendous responsibility to think the
issues through carefully and then
make decisions with which you and
the country can live.
Before the national election
actually happens what should every
conscientious voter do?
Here are my “Top Twelve” suggestions:
READ, READ, READ and
LISTEN, LISTEN, LISTEN to
everything you possibly can about
the candidates’ actual spoken or
written POSITIONS on the
ISSUES as stated and/or approved
by the candidates. Don’t get your
information second hand. Make up

your own mind. It’s OK, you can do
it.
Stay OPEN MINDED; closed
minds accomplish nothing. When
the candidate is on TV telling you
the viewer what he/she thinks the
country needs do what I do. I yell
back at the candidate and say:
“Great! I agree with you. How are
YOU going to do it?” I haven’t
actually got an answer yet but I’m
hoping to one day.
ENGAGE others – and not just
those who agree with you - in
CIVIL and POSITIVE DISCOURSE on the ISSUES facing
our Country. If you are going to get
all worked up and start foaming at
the mouth at least do it over the
actual issues and not some silly
mannerism or what someone
smoked in the 60s. Avoid polarization. Be you own PAC (political
action committee).
AGREE to DISAGREE amicably with others’ views and beliefs.
See #2.
Find COMMONALITY in candidates’ statements on the ISSUES.
They actually agree on many
things. See #1.
Don’t send or forward hateful
emails concerning the candidates to
one another. Though political cartoons and other forms of satire have
been part of the national political
fabric since Washington’s day and
are both funny and amusing they do
absolutely nothing to actually
address or solve our country’s
many problems and issues.
APPRECIATE the freedoms we
have in this Country to vote our
conscience and to openly discuss
political events which affect our
daily lives.
Place the Country’s needs
FIRST and “party” needs(?) LAST.
Hello people! The “party” has last-

ed too long! It’s been over for
some time!
AVOID being a single issue
voter – there’s too much at stake
this time around.
DEMAND
and
expect
ACCOUNTABILTY from those for
whom you elect. In the latest issue
of TIME magazine there’s an ad
about a group known as Divided
We Fail (DividedWeFail.org). This
organization posits: “Imagine a
world where our elected officials
work as one.
Now replace
‘Imagine’ with ‘Demand’.” This
organization lists its purpose as
being to hold our elected officials
to their promises. Interesting. Their
logo is a “Donkephant.”
Make sure you are properly
registered to vote and know where
your precinct is. If you are unsure
about either contact the local
Supervisor of Elections office
(630-1410). If you are not in town
on election day then vote absentee
or at an early polling place.
PRAY for the people running
for office and PRAY even more for
those who are elected that they will
be faithful representatives of our
nation’s citizenry and its natural
and cultural resources.
Finally, make sure to thank
those nice people who man the
polling stations all day and have to
get your vote and mine to the proper place in a correct and timely
manner so that indeed every vote
will COUNT.
And then take all of those dadblamed political bumper stickers
off your cars! Come November 10 I
just want to see Gators decals on
vehicles in the CK parking lot.
Now get out there and win one
for our Country!
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“It was the best of times; it was the worst of times.”
Part Two ... Then Came Quark
by Judy Koziolek
It was during 2001 that my world started falling apart. The biggest
event of my time as the editor of the Courier and secretary at Christ the
King was the announcement that our pastor, Robert J. Baker, was to be
ordained Bishop of South Carolina. It was a well-attended event. Life was
exciting. As editor I was busy scheduling coverage of the event. Anyone
wanting to write gave us their version of their trip and took their own
pictures. The professional staff that took care of publicity in Charleston
sent us stories to use. Bill Dougherty took pictures and followed the
schedule of events in St. Augustine and Leonard McCook was our
designated photographer in Charleston. Leonard was stationed in the
press box, so he was able to see the three-hour ceremony and take loads
of pictures.
After that event things began to be in turmoil personally. Drastic
changes lay ahead. Within a few months Rick, my husband, was
diagnosed with cancer. While the United States was being attacked on
September 11, my husband was in Gainesville at the Veteran’s hospital
getting treatment that was meant to cure him. By Christmas we knew it
was terminal. Doctors did everything they could, but by April of 2002 he
had died.
The years 2002 and 2003 would be years of continuous change for the
Courier. I had been on leave of absence during the latter part of Rick’s
illness. I returned to work soon after Rick died. Thanks to Tony Trotti,
Mary Ann Sullivan, and the committee, the paper didn’t lose any of its
momentum. In the fall of 2002 Tony resigned from the Courier and by
March of 2003, Tony also died of cancer. Emotionally, it was a hard year
on all of us.
The Courier was at a crossroad. Would it continue and if so how
would it continue? I did what I do best. I prayed. You know God puts
people in our lives when we need them most. In this case it was the
Sullivan family that came to the rescue. Mary Ann and I met to discuss
the future of the paper. We figured we had two options: try to set up an
office like the one Tony had or go modern and try designing the pages on
the computer. We met with the Courier staff and we all agreed to give
technology a try. Mary Ann’s son had a friend, Jennifer Hankey, who
would help get us going. Jerry Sullivan also supported our efforts while
we made this difficult change and he continued to help out throughout the
years. Father Thanh gave us permission to purchase the materials needed.
This is where Quark comes in.
Quark is a program used by many professional newspaper companies
to produce their papers. Jennifer had worked extensively with the
program and volunteered to set it up and teach us how to lay out our paper.

Some of the current Courier Staff

Soon the staff and the equipment were in place. Jerry helped us at the end
of production. There was so much to learn and he was great. It was a
“learn as you go” project. Once we experienced the excitement of success
for our efforts, there was no stopping us.
We mourn the loss of our loved ones. My husband and Tony were not
the only ones our Courier family lost. Eileen Porter, who was our feature
writer for stewardship, and Jerry Sullivan, who came in whenever we
needed him, have both gone on to eternal life. Some of the staff decided
to volunteer in other ministries, some have moved away. All are a tribute
to the quality of this paper and are missed.
Life went on and the Courier took on a whole new aspect as we
became proficient in the program and developed new ways of getting the
job done. In my humble opinion, Christ the King has a rare gift in the
Courier. It is the gift of communication. We have a story to share with
you. It will continue as long as volunteers are willing to step up to the
challenge it brings…as long as you feed it articles from your ministries
and your life…as long as you read it and share it with others. It began
with one pastor’s desire to have a newsletter...it became a way of bringing
all of us together by keeping us informed.
So you see, the last 10 years was the best of times and the worst of
times. Through it all God was there strengthening us, comforting us,
laughing with us. May He continue to bless Father Thanh, our publisher;
Carol-Ann, our editor; Mary Ann, associate editor; and all who help to
make the Courier the best paper ever!

Meet Tim McClellan
by Charm Saults
Tim McClellan is a lifelong member of Christ the King parish. He has
seen the highs and lows. Tim said “I graduated from Christ the King
School back in the 80’s, received all of my Sacraments at Christ the King,
and was married here in the parish.” His wife Marita and Tim made the
conscious decision to become more involved, and when their daughter
Caroline was born, that became their main focus. Tim said, “We wanted
Caroline to enjoy the same path that we did growing up at Christ the King.
This parish is our faith community, and always will be.”
Tim said “I had expressed concerns to Father Thanh a few years back
about the direction that I felt that the parish was headed with declining
enrollment at the school and a shrinking parish community.” Father Thanh
made it clear during the discussion that it was up to the people of Tim’s
generation to step up and do what they could to make a difference. Tim
said, “Father Thanh motivated me to do more than simply write a check.
Stewardship was also about time and talent.”
Because Tim’s daughter was a student at the school he volunteered to
fill an opening for the School Advisory Board. He was selected, and dove
right in. His intention was to find a way to ensure that what Christ the
King had already enjoyed through the tradition at the school for 50+ years
would continue for another half century and beyond. He wanted to make
sure that he was doing his part to help preserve and secure the future of
the school, and more importantly, the parish. Tim said, “The decisions we
make today will impact the entire parish community for generations to
come. By helping to build up the school, we are creating the foundation
of the future for our parish community.” He is living proof of that.
Tim is involved with: Christ the King School Advisory Board: Christ
the King Spring Carnival (4/24-4/25/09) Welcome Back Luau (9/6/08).
The committee that is working to re-structure the current after school
care program in order to turn it into a model for the diocese and other
private schools.

Heading a committee to identify ways to leverage strategic
partnerships inside the parish, as well as in the community.
Tim will be taking on his new role in August as the incoming president
of the parish council. His focus there will be to work on bringing more of
a sense of community back to Christ the King.
Some of the upcoming events are:
August 30 – Huge sale at Christ the King School Country Store. Along
with the sale will be another expo featuring crafters and small
business owners.
September 6 – Hawaiian Luau at 6:00 p.m. in Blessed John XXII Hall for
the first annual parish luau. There will be great food, live
entertainments and fun for everyone. Cost will be $7 for adults and $5
for children. Tickets available through the school or rectory office or
for more information contact Kate Asher at 641-5530.
October 17 & 18 - Christ the King Oktoberfest – watch the bulletin for
more information
Bingo – Starting in September, Christ the King Bingo Nights will be
scheduled on every third Friday of the month. If you have any
questions, please contact Chris McClellan at 699-4475 or
chris.mcclellan@supportCTKS.com or go to www.supportCTKS.com
to learn more about the games that will be scheduled as well as
pricing. Early Bird games will start at 6:00 p.m., and regular bingo
starting at 7:00 p.m. Doors will open at 5:30 p.m. This event is being
held only for those who are 18 or older. By statute, no person under
the age of 18 years shall: (1) Participate or be permitted to participate
in any bingo game. (2) Be present or permitted to be present in the part
of the premises where a bingo game is being conducted.
Volunteers are always needed. Call Tim McClellan at 728-2205 or email
timmcclellan@comcast.net.
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Written by Charm Saults

The Setsers
Pat and Jim Setser have been members of Christ the King parish for 24 years.
Pat said “We are both active each year during the four weeks of Advent and the six weeks of Lent with Faith Sharing
Small Groups.” A small group meets to share readings from the bible. Sometimes we act out the stories.
Pat is currently co-chairman of the St. Bernadette Circle of Christ the King Council for Catholic Women.
Pat also said “I am president of the auxiliary with L’Arche Harbor House.” Pat has worked with L’Arche Harbor
House for 22 years. She really enjoys helping with various fund raisers. Currently they are putting together a calendar
supported by twelve restaurants, and mentioning different things about L’Arche Harbor House.
Pat has served as president of the Guild (CKCCW) for two years and has also joined The Extraordinary Ministry of
the Holy Eucharist. Pat said, “This is the most rewarding ministry.” The ministry carries the Eucharist to those who are
sick, whether they are at home or in the hospital.
Besides working and donating her time to all these wonderful ministries she also belongs to The Ministry of Hope.
This group takes time to cook or bake whenever a family needs help when a loved one passes on.

Ronnie Burke
Ronnie Burke may not be known by everyone, but he is a special person to the community and Christ
the King Athletic Association. Ronnie is an owner of Mudville Grille and a sponsor for CTKAA. Not only
does he sponsor, but he is the treasurer. Ronnie keeps the books, takes care of the finances, taxes, and makes
sure that things stay balanced.
He has been an assistant coach for six years and is looking forward to his seventh. With long hours of
running a business and being treasurer, he still finds time to help maintain and do repairs on the playing
fields. Ronnie has even flipped a few burgers and hot dogs at the concession stand.
Ronnie always finds time for the practice sessions and games. Beside his son, Ronnie Jr., he also touches the lives of many other kids.
Ronnie said, “I love what I do, I do it for the kids, their parents and the community. This is our community, I would like to see more people come forth and volunteer, get involved. I’ve talked to a lot of people. How about you? My contact number is
626-5005.”

The Klimas
Mike and Wanda Klima have been members of Christ the King parish for 19 years. They have two sons. Andy who
graduated from Christ the King School, now attends Bishop Snyder High School and will graduate from there at the end
of this school year. Kevin will graduate this year from Christ the King. Dad, Mike, is the 24/7 person for Christ the King
parish, the school and Christ the King Athletic Association. He participates in virtually every aspect of the CKAA. Almost
single-handed, Mike raised enough money to purchase netting for the outfield this year. If that wasn’t enough, he ordered
the netting and then with a support group hung the netting in place. No more lost balls.
Mike has also coached at all levels including helping the junior league coach Randy Lassiat. Mike often prepares the
fields for game day, dragging and lining them, even though it is not in fact his responsibility.
Wanda has helped out at the school since Andy first started there. She has been a room mom and chaperone for field
trips. She worked on the staff of the Courier for several years. She has been with the bell choir for eight years. Mike and
Wanda are two people you can count on. Christ the King does all the time.

The Hendersons
Walter and Donna Henderson are two very special people. Father Thanh married them on February
23, 2002.
Walter attends the 8:15 a.m. Mass during the week. Toward the end of July 2002, Walter was
approached by Lloyd O’Brien who asked if Walter would go with him to deliver communion to people
in the nursing home who stayed in their rooms. Lloyd did this every Tuesday and he wanted Walter to
join him when he went to the Atrium on Thursdays. Lloyd and Walter decided they would ask to use the
chapel, since these patients wanted some place special to meet and receive communion.
Since July 2002, Walter and Lloyd, who is 90 years old, have visited the patients on Tuesdays in
their rooms and on Thursdays hold a Novena in Honor of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal at the
Atrium. The service is about a half hour for the 12 to 15 patients who attend. Donna designed a special
booklet with the songs printed in them and everyone is able to join in the singing. It is a real joy to see the patients who attend the service.
Walter said he has a motto: “To love and be loved in return is one of the greatest gifts in life.”
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Ministry

by Carol-Ann Black
An annual event usually resembles one from the
previous year and the year before that. The 2008
Ministry Dinner was indeed similar to previous ones
in some ways, but very different in others.
Differences? How about Friday, not Thursday, so
more folks could attend. And location, not the Parish
Hall, but the brand new, just dedicated Vietnamese
Center. And especially, the exuberance of the participants, who entertained ministry workers to thank them
for all of their hard work over the year. There will be
no forgetting King Thanh, Rickshaw Frank and especially Elvis Zehler. Much as they might hope that we
all develop amnesia of the event, the pictures will tell
the story forever.
Several awards were given this year.
Distinguished Service went to Crosby and Ann Olinto
and Fred and Betty Wheeler. Ministry of the Year was
awarded to Lucille Guzzone for Religious Education
for Children. New this year was the naming of a
Ministry Volunteer of the Year. Laurie Plotz was chosen for her unflagging efforts in maintaining the census information for the parish, her work as chairperson
of the Stewardship Committee, and for her establishment of the Hospitality Committee of the Parish
Council. Congratulations and thank you all for your
leadership and hard work for Christ the King.
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Players Needed

From the desk of Frank Japour
“Are you ready for some football?” will be blaring
at us from the tube in just a few weeks. The adventures
of the waning summer will be relegated to videos,
photos and hopefully fond memories and before you
know it Christmas will be next week! Whoa….let’s
slow it down a bit. With all the external forces
competing for our time and energies, as we turn the
pages of summer this is a good time to take account of
our blessings as a parish family.
Here at Christ the King the summer weeks have
witnessed our beloved pastor, Father Thanh, being
assigned for a second six-year term as our shepherd and
Father Zehler being assigned for an additional year as
our Parochial Vicar. We have also been blessed with the
addition of our newly ordained Deacon, James Scott.

This stability of leadership within our parish
community is vital in enabling us to meet
our pastoral mission of service and evangelization, as well as our ability to continue
building the future through our focus on the
sacraments, education and community development.
Plans for construction of the new Child
Care Center are in the permitting stage and
ground breaking is anticipated in the fall.
Stay tuned for the excitement! The extraordinary success of our Spring Carnival
and the enthusiasm and fun generated by the
return of Bingo nights is but a harbinger of
the synergy permeating the campus. We also
celebrated the completed renovation of our
beautiful Grotto of the Blessed Mother, the
dedication of the Vietnamese Cultural
Center and the Mortimer Danaher
Celebration of Life Garden. If you haven’t
yet had an opportunity to visit these
marvelous campus improvements, take a
few minutes to do so. God has and continues
to generously bless our parish.
As summer ends the demands on our
time will most likely intensify. Yet,

personally speaking, no matter what
demands are placed on my time I find my
greatest sense of fulfillment in serving – not
so much in my capacity as parish administrator but rather in my commitment to
volunteer ministry. Yes, you’ve heard it
before but I’ll pose the question nevertheless: do you get more out of giving or
receiving? There are forty plus ministries
here at Christ the King. Surely there is one
that is suitable and would greatly benefit of
your unique, God-given talents. Check one
out. Get involved. Become a participant and
not merely a spectator.
OK, now back to the tube. How many
hours will you spend cheering on your
favorite sports team? Seriously, how many?
Think you might spare one of those hours a
month getting involved in a parish ministry?
In all of the travails of our hectic-paced lives
we sometimes pause to wonder “if God is on
our side?” The better question is: “Are we
on His?” Think about it. Put God first… The
rewards are eternal! Go Jags! (and Ravens)!

CHRIST THE KING M I N I S T R I E S
LITURGY
Altar Servers
Interested youth 5th grade or older
and who have received First Holy
Communion. Once trained, they are
entered into a rotating schedule for
the
Masses.
Contact
Diane
Longenecker, 642-5168.
“Extraordinary”
Eucharistic Ministers
As an “Extraordinary” minister of
the Eucharist during the Mass you
would be asked to join the priest at
the altar, partake in communion and
help the priest distribute communion
to the congregation. Candidates are
chosen by the Pastor as recommended by the priests and staff
members of the parish.. Nancy
Chapman, coordinator, 731-5724.
Gift Bearers
Families, Individuals or Parish Ministries
who want to bring the gifts to the altar
during Mass. Audrey Dodd, 724-2491.
Music Ministry
Any individual who has a talent with
music or can play an instrument or
just interested in the Singing Choir,
Handbell Choir, Funeral Choir, or
being a Cantor for Mass, call Bernie,
724-0080.
Readers
A Lector does the readings and the
Prayer of the Faithful at Mass. If you
would like to be a reader, call Lucille
Guzzone, 724-9617.
Sacristans
We help prepare for the celebration
of Mass. For more information on
how you can be a Sacristan, call Nick
Debs, 744-8749.
Visitation of the Sick
“Extraordinary” ministers bring the
Eucharist to the homebound or hospitalized. Debbie House, 725-1097.

HOSPITALITY
Coffee & Donuts
Call Michael & Carol Warwin, 5047288 to help greet and serve after 7
and 9 a.m. Masses. Great way to
meet newcomers and parishioners.

Mass Greeters
Welcome all who come to Mass. This
team may offer the only contact
many parishioners have in our faith
community. Great opportunity for
adults and families. Contact the chief
usher at the Mass you are attending
for more information.
Ushers
Men and women who commit to attend
the same Mass every week. They are
requested to wear a navy blue jacket and
to assist the celebrant as needed. Howard
Sell, 642-5079.

PRAYER MINISTRIES
Daily Eucharistic Adoration
We need people who are willing to sign up
for one hour a week so that someone is
praying all during the day. Adoration is in
the Sacred Heart Chapel, Monday-Friday,
from 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Call Claretta
Lamusga, 743-9998.
Nocturnal Eucharistic Adoration
Held on the first Friday of each month
from 10 p.m.-6 a.m. There are eight
groups who rotate their hour each month.
If you would like to join us in this prayer
ministry, call Paul Ghiotto, 727-5040.

SPECIAL SERVICES
Altar Society
Individuals who care for the vessels,
vestments and linens used in the Liturgies.
Elaine Calloway, 724-8260.
Art & Environment Planning
Committee
Decorating the church and Gathering
Area, during different seasons of the
Church. Contact Terri Vogelsang, 7446310, on how you can help.
Beautification Grounds Committee
Individuals and families who want to
beautify the church grounds. Meet the
third Saturday of every month, 9 a.m.noon, in the church parking lot by the
fountain. Come join us in beautifying His
yard. Pam Jones ,722-3638.
Religious Articles Gift Shop
Volunteers staff the gift shop before and
after Sunday Masses. Maureen McCook,
642-2725.
Sunday Childcare
For 9:00 a.m. Mass
Christ the King Childcare for your 1-4year-old child in the Child Care Center.
Free of charge. Care is provided by
parents and those students (13+) who wish
to obtain service hours. Must be willing to
be fingerprinted. Call Deborah Ethridge,
696-9726.

Prayer Network
One of our most rewarding ministries praying for others in need - spiritual, health
related, and other. Call Peggy Mills, 6469417.

GENERAL
Advent Tree
A program that puts smiles on faces
of people at Christmas. Those who
share time and talent in this ministry
help put up the Advent Tree with
special
paper
ornaments.
Parishioners choose ornaments to
take home, purchase the gift, and
return the ornament with the gift
attached to it. Volunteers are needed
to help distribute the gifts to nursing
homes, orphanages, etc, call Patty
Stamper, 727-6916 & Pat Birch, 5216883.
Blood Drive
Twice a year Christ the King Church,
along with the Florida Georgia Blood
Alliance, holds a blood drive, call
Karlene Simmons, 642-8319.
Christ the King Council of
Catholic Women (CKCCW)
Our
board
meets
monthly,
September-June, to guide our eight
circles who meet at various times
during the month. Our General
meeting is the last Thursday of each
month at 7 p.m. We welcome new
members. Monica Crisp, 721-2754.

Christ the King Clinic
Staffed by doctors, registered nurses,
and ancillary support people. They
donate their services the fourth
Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m.1:00 p.m., call Willie Blaquiere, 7446792.
Christ the King Courier
Interested
in
publishing
a
newspaper? We need
desktop
publishers, typists, proof-readers,
reporters, photographers, etc. We
meet on Wednesdays in the rectory
at 7 p.m. Carol-Ann Black, 2212642.
Elizabeth Ministry
This ministry deals with the joys,
sorrows and challenges of life during
the childbearing years and beyond. It
includes pregnancy/pregnancy complications, birth, infant/child crisis,
special needs, miscarriage, stillbirth
and infant or child death. Call Wendi,
724-5579.
Christ the King Fil-Am Ministry
In the spirit of establishing a church
with no “walls” the Fil-Am Ministry
is inspired to be one of many bridges
that will reach across to promote
friendship and appreciation among it
parishioners without regard to race
and language.
We believe that as a ministry we have
a great opportunity to share with the
community the vast treasure of
Filpino values embedded in our
traditions, culture and customs.
The Fil-Am Ministry is open to
everyone. Our meetings are held
every third Saturday of each month.
For more information please contact
the Imogene Praxedes, 737-4034 or
e-mail us at
CTKFILAM
@comcast.net.
Finance Committee
Committee members selected by the
pastor. Their work on the council
should be considered a ministry with
a commitment to stewardship.
Contact Father Thanh Thai Nguyen.
Habijax - Habitat for Humanity
Forms partnerships between those in
need and those who are willing to put
their faith into action by donating
their time, talent, and treasure to
construct new homes, call Bill
Damato, 998-1417.

Militia of the Immaculata
Men and women who offer their
services to their pastor, to aid him in
performing spiritual works in the
parish. Members may be active or
auxiliary (praying).Weekly meetings
are held every Monday at 7 p.m. in
the rectory. James Scott, 642-0059.
Ministry of Hope
If you have lost a loved one you
know the anguish and suffering that
goes with that loss. Others have been
through this same trauma. The
Ministry of Hope brings those who
have suffered and those who are
suffering together. Call Sue, 2217143.
M.O.M.S.
Ministry of Mothers Sharing, is
designed to encourage prayer, discussions, and friendships among
women of all ages. Debbie Ethridge,
725-1097.
Parish Council
The Parish Council is a consultative
body that the pastor can pray and
reflect with, and ask for assistance to
guide in the overall care/ministry of
the Parish and the enhancement of
its mission. Meetings are the first
Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
in the Rectory. Call Tim McClellan,
725-6913. It is made up of representatives (President, Chairperson or
Facilitator) from each ministry in the
Parish, as well as representatives
from the Finance Council, Christ the
King School, Christ the King
Daycare, Athletic Association,
Scouts, Knights of Columbus,
Marriage Encounter, Sponsor
Couples, and Wedding Coordinator.
Elections are held every three years
to elect a President, vice-president,
secretary-recording, and secretaryclerical from the body of representatives.
Parish Nurse
Nurses who belong to Christ the
King Parish willing to volunteer
their time and talent to support the
ministry of health within the parish,
call Sharon Lutheran, 398-3925.
Queens and Kings (age 50+)
Our lively senior citizens socialize on the
second Sunday of each month from 1:304 p.m., September through June. Do
come to enjoy! Call William Campbell,
724-3777.
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Recipe C

Shorwa-gosht

orner

(Direct translation: Meat Soup)
An Afghan recipe from Bernie Sans, who
lived there once upon a time.
2 Tbsp extra-virgin olive oil
2 pounds ground lamb
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
2 Tbsp chili powder
½ Tbsp ground cumin
1 Tbsp ground coriander
¼ tsp ground cinnamon
½ tsp paprika
1 bay leaf
1 large onion, chopped
1 green bell pepper, seeded and chopped
2 cloves garlic, finely chopped

1 lemon, zested and juiced
2 Tbsp Worcestershire sauce, eyeball it
1 (14 ounce) can tomato sauce
2 Tbsp butter
1½ cups chicken stock
A handful of golden raisins
4 Apricots, chopped
1½ cups couscous (cous = sand)
3 to 4 Tbsp toasted pine nuts *
A handful fresh parsley leaves, chopped
A handful fresh mint leaves, chopped *
3 Tbsp finely chopped chives
8 pita breads, cut into wedges for scooping

Preheat oven to 400 degrees
Heat skillet with extra-virgin olive oil, add meat and brown. Season the meat with salt and pepper, to taste, chili powder, cumin, coriander, cinnamon and paprika. Add the bay leaf, onion, bell pepper and garlic to the pan. Cook until onions are soft, 8 minutes. Add lemon juice and zest,
Worcestershire sauce and tomato sauce. Stir and reduce heat to simmer.
Bring butter and stock to a boil in a pot with tight fitting lid. Add dried fruit and couscous, stir, then turn off heat and set lid in place. Let stand 5
minutes. Add nuts and herbs and toss with fork. Toast pita wedges in hot oven or under broiler. Pile chili in bowls, top with “sand” and serve with pita
wedges for scooping.
* very important, don’t omit
In Afghanistan we used Afghan nan instead of pita. It’s the best bread ever, but not found here.

CHRIST THE KING M I N I S T R I E S
Rectory Office Volunteers
Adults willing to volunteer a morning/afternoon/all day Monday thru
Friday 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.. Different
positions available: receptionist, clerical, computer operator. Call the
Rectory at 724-0080.

Widow/Widowers Support
For those who have lost loved ones.
For information contact Claretta
Lamusga at 743-9998 or read your
bulletin for the next meeting date,
place, and time.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Respect Life
We are a ministry wishing to make a
difference in people’s lives by supporting the Saint Gerard House,
Project Rachel, Respect Life
Pilgrimage and the Diocesan Respect
Life Program. Sign up at the Time
and Talent Fair in November, or contact Carl Ludwig, 724-8485.
St Vincent de Paul
Emergency Assistance
We need volunteers to work in the St.
Vincent de Paul office in the rectory,
providing referrals, and assisting
people who need immediate help.
Hours are from 10 a.m.- noon,
Monday through Friday, call 7248442.
Sponsor Couples
Married couples needed to help
engaged couples discern if marriage
is for them. Jim and Mary Ann
Middleton, 743-3953.
Stewardship Committee
A committee appointed by the pastor,
oversees the Time, Talent and
Treasure (TTT) program. Call Peter
House at 725-1097.
Vacation Bible School
A week long summer program (usually in July) for children ages 4-11
years to help deepen their faith and
involvement in the Christian community. Fun for everyone. Call Jennifer
McAnally, 220-9832.
Vincentians
We were founded by people who care
about the problems of those around
them. We care and would like you to
share the care with us. For information on how to become a Vincentian,
call 807-7233, ext #1, and leave a
message.

Adult Education Committee
Committee to develop and implement an Adult Education program for
the parish. Program sessions are held
twice a year before Faith Sharing
Small Groups begin and are meant to
enhance faith sharing. Call Betty
Wheeler, 724-9662.
Faith Sharing Small Groups
Small groups of people meeting in
private homes to discuss the Sunday
readings, Scripture and current
events that effect our Catholic faith
contact Barry Landers, 725-3574.
R.C.I.A.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Preparing people to enter the
Catholic Church through an inquiry
and catechetical process. Call James
Scott, 642-0059.
Religious Education for Students
Opportunity for students grades 1-8
to learn/experience the Catholic faith
with others in their age group.
Sessions held August -May in the
school on Wednesdays, 7-8 p.m.
Sunday Mass attendance required.
Certified teachers are always welcome to apply, and volunteers are
needed on a regular basis. Call
Lucille Guzzone, 724-9617.

AFFILIATED
ORGANIZATIONS
Boy Scouts
Troop 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys 6-12th grade. Meet
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m., in the Scout Hut, call
Fred Gardner, 720-0297

Catholic Scouting Committee
Adult individuals interested in providing youth ministry through the
scouting program. Meets four times
a year; organizes and implements
“Catholic Camporee” for all Scouts
once a year; attend spring awards
ceremony. Training provided, call
Donna, 641-0698/John 744-6573.

Knights of Columbus
Organization of Catholic men and
their families dedicated to promoting
concepts of charity, unity, fraternity
and patriotism. If you are a practicing
Catholic man, at least 18 yrs. old,
and interested in fellowship with
people who share the same beliefs,
call Jose Praxedes,737-4034.

Christ the King
Athletic Association (CKAA)
Serves children (ages 5-12, boys; 515, girls) who believe that youth athletics provide valuable lessons in citizenship/teamwork. Also, if you
would like to contribute toward the
cost associated with registering a
child for a CKAA sport, call Tim
Johnson, 727-7487.

L ’ Arche Harbor House
Mutual ministry with members and
assistants, building community support and awareness to the needs and
gifts of the disabled members of the
L’ Arche Harbor House family, call
Amy Schultz, 721-5992.

Cub Scouts
Pack 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys in grades 1 - 5. Dens
meet weekly in the Scout Hut, call
Dan Sanford, 696-7646
Cursillo
A Renewal movement of individuals
in the Church who want to deepen
their faith and enhance their walk
with Christ, call Carl, 724 -8485.
Girl Scouts
Girls of different age levels that meet
weekly or bi-weekly in one of the
church halls after school or in the
evenings, call Becky Schroeder, 8050204.
I. M. Sulzbacher
Individuals who give two hours of
their time to 400-500 men, women
and children the third Tuesday of
each month by saying grace, serving
dinner, and cleaning up the kitchen,
call Ann and Steve Franklin, 7450627.
K’ Cees
Organization of Catholic Women, an
auxiliary of the Knights of Columbus
Council 4727. They help/support the
Knights. Meetings are in the Knights
of Columbus Hall on the fourth
Tuesday of each month at 8:00 p.m.
Call Darlene O’Neal, 724-2857.

CHRIST THE KING SCHOOL
Child Care Center
Adults wanting to share their talents
in three different subcommittees:
educational, plant facilities, and fund
raising, contact Theresa Little, 7247239.
Christ the King Catholic School
Grades Pre-K thru 8th grade. The
principal is Stephanie Chinault. The
school has many needs for volunteers
on a daily, weekly, and monthly
basis. The school seeks assistance in
the office, cafeteria, library, and clinic. Volunteers are needed as board
members and business partners,
room mothers, and speakers. Help
with the yearly golf tournament is
also needed, call 724-2954.

TEEN PROGRAM
LIFE TEEN PROGRAMS,
425-4215
THE EDGE - Pre-Teen
This youth program is designed to
minister to boys and girls 6-8 grades
of all faiths from uniquely Catholic
base. Call Katie, 425-4215.
LIFE TEEN
Youth ministry program with a
strong focus on the Eucharist. Meet
Sunday for 5:00 p.m.Mass. LIFE
Night (fellowship) afterwards. Call
Katie, 425-4215.

LIFE TEEN - CORE TEAM &
LIFE GOES ON
Over 18, have a love for teens, and
are not currently a parent of a teen?
Call Katie, 425-4215, for more information on meeting times.
LIFE Support
Any adults, parents, relatives, neighbors, etc. interested in supporting the
LIFE TEEN program. Membership is
open to all. Activities are creative,
fun, exciting, and diverse, call
Stephanie Henry, 642-5754
Music for LIFE
Any adult with advanced musical
skills who is willing to help put
teens’ faith, feeling and thoughts
about God into words through song
and praise. Call Phil, 398-1961.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION
Marriage Renewal
A program designed to teach married
couples how to better communicate,
to strengthen and support Christian
marriage.
Contact Emilo and
Theresa Gonzalez-Chavez, 721-0012
Pre Cana/ Engaged Encounter
For information on upcoming workshops and weekends, call 308-7474
Wedding Coordinator
Terri is the one to call to answer
questions regarding decorating the
church for your wedding. She also
assists the priests in wedding
rehearsals. Please call Terri
Vogelsang, 744-6310 as soon as you
set up your date with a priest.

Share your
Time & Talent
Volunteer
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Opening Your Home and Heart
by Charm and John Saults
Let me first introduce my husband and myself, we are John and
Charm Saults.
John is an independent IT tech, really a computer whiz. I am pretty
retired. I work for The Foundation for the Academic Cultural Exchange
Program, a non-profit organization and John is my backup. I look for and
interview potential host families who are interested in hosting a teen
between 15 and 18 years old who wants to come to America to learn more
about our culture and school systems and to improve his/her English.
The students come from Japan, China, South Korea, and Germany.
They have International Insurance and come with their own spending
money, so they can pay for school supplies, lunches, clothes, personal
items, and entertainment.
We continually look for host families throughout the year. This way
a family starts corresponding with the student before they arrive. When
the family is interviewed I always find out what kind of things they like

Proud of America
by Charm Saults

Though many miles lie between us
They seem to disappear when we honor our
people in uniform and those that served before.
Somehow I feel that everyone can hear
the things I cannot say.
And although it is not given to me
The same path each of you trod,
Today we meet in prayer, in front of God.
Our spirits touching for a moment.
No one knows how long or short,
our time on earth will be.
That’s why today I want to say
How much Americans mean to me.
I am always here for anyone in need.
For everyone needs somebody
To tell their troubles to and share their feelings
of sorrow, sadness, happiness or joy.
Especially at times like these
I know America will always be there for me.
Life is full of disappointments, unseen troubles,
laughter, unexpected surprises, friendship, and love.
But somehow the disappointments and unseen troubles
lose their sting, when you see how Americans join
together as one.
Each one becoming a stronger person
And holding tight to their convictions.
Knowing this is one Nation and we will survive.
I feel like I am a better person knowing that I am an
American
Watching our country helping so many people in the
world.
With the Protection, Faith, Hope, Charity and Love from
this great country
Those things will never, ever die.
Although some have lost loved ones in the service
and some dreams did not come true.
Together we can lift each other’s spirits,
Holding our heads high.
Knowing we will never be alone, we are Americans
and proud of it.
We are not afraid to say “In God We Trust”.

to do like going to the beach or watching movies as an example. This way
I can give the family three students to pick from matching the family and
student as closely as possible. Sometimes it takes two months for the
student to be issued a visa and passport.
In their home country they go to school year round, taking eight or
nine subjects a day, even going to school on Saturdays. They are not
permitted to choose their subjects.
When they have a short break in the spring and fall they go to study
camps or work to save their money to come to America. All of the teens
have studied for two to four years, taking numerous tests for participation
in the program. If they are not placed with a family this year, they cannot
reapply next year.
When they return home they have to repeat the grade they completed
here, because our school system is not accepted in other countries. We
have students who want to come for the full school year and others who
can only come for one semester. A lot of the students are Christian.
In Japan children are given a special doll (boys and girls alike) on
their seventh birthday and from then on they are considered to be grown
up. They accept the responsibility of learning about public transportation,
budgeting money and handling all their schoolwork. In China only 65%
of the children finish eight grades. There are still hundreds of parents and
grandparents who live in the villages who do not have an education. In
South Korea children are only required to go to school from age six until
age twelve. If their parents cannot pay and their grades are not good, they
are required to become apprentices in the mining or manufacturing
industries.
We are proud to have helped twelve students so far. They still keep in
touch and have grown into fine adults. One student from Japan has come
back to visit us three times. Kei is now working for the third-largest
advertising agency in Japan and said it is because we gave him a chance
to study abroad and improve his English. Our first student, Satoshi, came
back after ten years, and he is working for an international financial
company. He plans on visiting again.
We are expecting our next student Joo Yong Kim (Jack) to arrive from
South Korea on August 9, 2008. He will be number thirteen for us.
We just need families to open up their home and hearts to these teens
and make a friend for life. The cultural exchange is fantastic.

Banner Day

by Dolores Bianco
June 14: Flag Day. How
proudly we hail! A great day to
reflect on life’s blessings and to
celebrate.
One small segment of Christ
the King’s Faith Sharing Group did
just that. They gathered for the
third annual “Bubba Burgers on the
Back Porch” at the Biancos.
This event actually began four
years ago, but had to be bypassed
last year when Pat spent the

summer in the hospital. What a
blessing for him and Dolores to
carry on the tradition this year
with the help of their friends.
It’s a nice interlude between
meetings at Lent and again at
Advent with six weeks of study
coupled with camaraderie.
After Father Zehler led us in
the blessing and all had
partaken of a variety of repast to
complement the burgers and hot
dogs, activity shifted to the back
yard. Everett and Jackie Comstock
brought a novel game called “Corn
Hole”. On the order of Horseshoes,
this features a slanted board at
either end of the yard with a hole in
each board. The object is to toss a
bag similar to a small bean bag
(except the beans are corn kernels)
to the other board and into the hole.
Fun, food, and frolic abounded.
Looking forward to more of the
same next year.
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Hooked on Running

by Yolanda Cerqueira
“There are as many reasons for
running as there are days in the
year, years in my life. But mostly, I
run because I am an animal and a
child, an artist and a saint. So, too,
are you. Find your own play, your
own self-renewing compulsion,
and you will become the person
you are meant to be.” These are the
words of the late George Sheehan
M. D. and it summarizes in many
ways the views that Joe Connolly,
parishioner and runner, holds close
to his heart.
Joe entered this world in 1924
in Norwood, Massachusetts, born
to immigrant parents from Ireland.
Joe was one of three having a sister
and a brother. Joe came from a very
Catholic home as prayers were a
part of his daily household ritual.
Among his many gifts was a
propensity for music, a gift from
his mother’s side of the family. The
family struggled during the
Depression years to give him music
lessons. He started with the sax and
the flute but his true love is the
piano. When World War II came
along he was not sent to the front
because the army needed his musical talent as a member of the Army
Air Force Band. They went all over
the country entertaining the troops
including the Hollywood Canteen
where he came in contact with

many of the stars of that era.
Joe is very modest about his
musical gift but, in reality, he is
quite an accomplished musician. After the war he played
for a while with the Woody
Herman band; however it
became apparent to him that
this was not the lifestyle for
him so he gave up the idea of
becoming a professional musician.
After his induction into the
army he was stationed in
Louisville where he met his
first wife, Martha who unfortunately passed away in the late
sixties. Some time after the war
he and Martha returned to
Massachusetts but she was very
homesick for her family and her
city so they made the decision to
return to Louisville where he found
work with the L&N Railroad.
Eventually this company was taken
over by CSX which will later take
him to Jacksonville. Now Joe was
not just content to work at a nineto-five job. Being so filled with
energy and enthusiasm for life he
found many avenues to explore.
Music being his first love he began
playing around town in bands and
for many years he was part of
Churchill Downs scene and for
those who know Louisville he
played many an evening at the
Brown Hotel.
After his first wife passed away
his friends were eager to find a
mate for him and eventually he met
his second wife, Jeanette on a blind
date. Her husband had also passed
away and they found many things
in common and after some time had
passed they were married. Jeanette
encouraged him in all his activities
as she was a wonderful homemaker
and took great pride in his achievements.
By this time Joe was involved
in many sports; he played semi-pro
ice hockey for the Louisville
Blades and was quite good at it.
Much to his disappointment this
side of his career was short lived as
his boss made him give it up. Ice

Blue Roses
(a true story written by Hal Steenson) taken from the internet
Why do I always have to be the one that starts to do laundry and
there’s no detergent? I guess it was time for me to do my “Dollar Store”
run, which included light bulbs, paper towels, trash bags, and Clorox. So
off I go.
I scurried around the store, gathered up my goodies, and headed for
the checkout counter only to be blocked in the narrow aisle by a young
man who appeared to be about sixteen years old.
I wasn’t in a hurry, so I patiently waited for the boy to realize that I
was there. This was when he waved his hands excitedly in the air and
declared in a loud voice, “Mommy, I’m over here.” It was obvious now,
he was mentally challenged, and also startled as he turned and saw me
standing so close to him, waiting to squeeze by.
His eyes widened and surprise exploded on his face as I said, “Hey
Buddy, what’s your name?”
“My name is Denny and I’m shopping with my mother,” he responded proudly.
“Wow,” I said, “that’s a cool name; I wish my name was Denny, but
my name is Hal.”
“Hal like Halloween?” he asked.

hockey is no namby-pamby sort of
game and injuries abounded.
When he wasn’t playing ice
hockey you could find Joe on the
tennis court. And surprisingly
enough it was the very game of tennis that got him into running. At
first running was only a means to
make his tennis game more effective, but it didn’t take long before
Joe became hooked on running. It
was also in Louisville that he ran
his first marathon.
CSX took over the L&N
Railroad and the company wanted
Joe to transfer to Jacksonville. At
first he resisted the idea but his
wife, Jeanette convinced him it
would be a good move. It was
Jeanette who came down here first
and selected the lovely home that
he is still resides in today. Joe only
had two requirements: the house
needed to be near a park and secondly, close to his work. Jeanette
was able to accomplish both and so
their life began here. He remained
with CSX until he retired and gave
them thirty-eight good years.
Unfortunately, his beloved Jeanette
has also passed away but her memory lingers on.
Joe loves it here as the weather
lets him indulge in all the various
sports. Besides the tennis and the
running he is also an avid golf player and joined University Country
Club which is now called Blue
Cypress.
Would it amaze you to learn
that Joe has run 10,000 miles since
1980 and has won five first place
awards just in this area alone! He
recently ran his 900th race on the
4th of July and was given the number 900 to wear as an honor to him.
The Times Union came to his house
for an interview. This man throws
himself totally in whatever he
decides to do and he never gives
up! Two years ago he suffered a
heart attack just at the finish line of
the 2006 River Run Race. The next
thing he knew he was on the way to
the hospital where he found he had
85% blockage in one of his arteries.
His cardiologist, Dr. Carlos

Alosilla, put in two stents. When he
recovered, his cardiologist, along
with his family doctor, Dr. Jose
Garmendia, both had the same
advice to him ——keep on running
and so he does. He doesn’t run
every day now, but alternates
between golf, tennis and running
about 15 to 20 miles a week.
Joe has been a member of
Christ the King since 1985. He is a
participating member of Queens
and Kings and plays piano for the
members at their monthly meeting.
If you haven’t heard Joe play you
have missed something as he plays
the kind of music that takes you
right back to a particular time or
memory in your life.
One Sunday during one of
Father Thanh’s always meaningful
homilies he was speaking about
sinners and that how eventually
sinners “hit the wall” which is a
special term used in running. Joe
mentioned that to Father and so
every time they meet, Father
always asks him, “Have you hit the
wall yet?” Joe feels as if Father
understands what running is all
about.
Widows
and
Widowers
Ministry is also high on his list and
Joe remarked that he especially
enjoyed going to lunch when the
late Isabel Fusco was present. “I
liked to sit next to her as she was a
very interesting conversationalist
and always ordered something
from the menu that was unique
unto her. One meal he particularly
remembered was the one where she
ordered mussels and clams and he
relished how Isabel enjoyed every
last morsel.
What’s next for this very
unusual man? What keeps this man
of eighty-three so young is his marvelous zest for life and willingness
to explore new roads. Surely there
will be more races to run and challenges to face. Whatever it is, you
may be sure that Joe Connolly will
be there poised and prepared, heading for the finish line!

“Yes,” I answered. “How old are you Denny?”
“How old am I now, Mommy?” he asked his mother as she slowly
came over from the next aisle.
“You’re fifteen years old Denny. Now be a good boy and let the man
pass by.”
I acknowledged her and continued to talk to Denny for several more
minutes about summer, bicycles, and school. I watched his brown eyes
dance with excitement because he was the center of someone’s attention.
He then abruptly turned and headed toward the toy section. Denny’s mom
had a puzzled look on her face and thanked me for taking the time to talk
with her son. She told me that most people wouldn’t even look at him,
much less talk to him.
I told her that it was my pleasure and then I said something. I have no
idea where it came from, other than by the prompting of the Holy Spirit.
I told her that “there are plenty of red, yellow, and pink roses in God’s garden, however, Blue Roses are very rare and should be appreciated for their
beauty and distinctiveness. You see, Denny is a ‘Blue Rose’ and if someone doesn’t stop and smell that rose with their heart and touch that rose
with their kindness, then they’ve missed a blessing from God.”
She was silent for a second, then with a tear in her eye she asked,
“Who are you?”
Without thinking I said, “Oh, I’m probably just a daffodil or maybe
even a dandelion, but I sure love living in God’s garden.”
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by Frank Becht

EVE AWARD
CONTENDER

Mrs. Betty Rover, now retired, was Mai’s art teacher at Englewood High School.
Mai owes much of her love of art to this lady.

Wake up with
Scripture!
The first Sunday after Labor Day
September 7, 2008
9:00 a.m. - in the rectory
Make plans to come and join us for
a study of Revelation.
The Collegeville Bible Study
has wonderful, insightful,
and approved-by-our-Church tape lectures,
study books, and workbooks
for our enrichment.
The almost best part of our studies
has been the friendships we have established
in our time together.
All we are missing is YOU.

A previous article was written and published in the Courier in May
2006 covering Mia Keisling’s journey to the United States and her quest
for Teacher of the Year.
The Florida Times Union holds an annual Eve Award contest for the
fields of Education, Volunteer Service and Employment. For the year of
2008, there was a field of 12 finalists. The Eve Award Contest has been
held annually since 1969; this year it was held on May 30, 2008 at the
Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront Hotel.
Mai was one of four contestants nominated for the Education Award.
The normal procedure is for the contestants to be selected by individuals
in the community. In her case a University of North Florida (UNF)
professor, a former Duval County school administrator, and a former
Duval County School Superintendent nominated her for the award.
Contestants are judged by a strict code, which is conducted by former
Eve Award winners.
Mai Keisling is not a newcomer to competition of this nature. In 2006,
Mai was one of six finalists for Duval Teacher of the Year. She is a hard
working art teacher who constantly strives to better herself and her
students. She battled the elements to arrive in this country and she battles
everyday difficulties to be an example to her students.
Mai has not restricted herself to teaching; she has become an example
in striving to serve church and community in her everyday activities.
Shortly after her quest for Teacher of the Year, she was elected to the
Board of Catholic Charities where she serves on the Board Development
Commission. She has served years on the Diocesan Pastoral Council. For
the City of Jacksonville, she has served as a member of the Art in Public
Places Committee for one and half years. For the past two years she has
served on the Mayor’s Asian American Advisory Board. In 2007, she was
the winner of the Gladys Prior Award, selected by UNF and received a
cash award. In March 2008, she was selected for the Northeast Florida
Memphis Wood Award for Career Teaching Excellence.
Mai Keisling continues to be an achiever and a contender. What a
formidable record of performance. Mai Keisling we are proud of you!

All Saints Nursing
Home
by Rita Wendel
Little is known about the All Saints Catholic Nursing Home which is
presently located at 5888 Blanding Blvd, Jacksonville, Florida. It is a
non-profit skilled nursing home that was established by Archbishop
Joseph P. Hurley on February 15, 1956 on Riverside Avenue near St.
Vincent’s Hospital. In doing so it accomplished his dream of fulfilling the
need for a Catholic Home for the needy. Relocation to the present site
took place on April 25, 1992. It currently provides a full range of inpatient
and outpatient rehabilitation services as well as traditional long-term care.
All Saints Auxiliary is an affiliate of the St. Augustine Diocesan
Council of Catholic Women and the National Council of Catholic
Women. Each Guild (parish of the Diocese) has a representative to All
Saints Auxiliary.
For many years, Trudy Cameron of Circle Seven, St. Bernadette
Circle, was the representative of Christ the King. Recently because of
failing health, Trudy was forced to resign this position. Yours truly was
happy to assume this very important responsibility of being the
representative of Christ the King.
It was only upon assuming this position that I realized how little
others understand the scope and necessity of the position. The object of
the auxiliary is to:
- Render financial assistance to the Home in matters suggested
by the Administrator, Connie O’Donnell, for specific projects
and to
- Stimulate interest in the progress and development of the home
and residents.
Membership is non-denominational. Anyone interested in the
objectives is eligible for membership. There are three types of
membership; active, inactive and life. Dues are $10 per year.
The Auxiliary’s general meetings are held on the second Wednesday
of each month from September to May. Participation in Mass is at 11 a.m.
and is followed by lunch and a meeting at 12 noon.
All Jacksonville parishes are invited to participate in the Auxiliary by
sending their representatives to the monthly meetings to give a brief
report of their parish’s special interest projects.
The main financial project of the Auxiliary will be a Fashion Show to
be held on April 4, 2009 at Marywood.
An invitation is extended to all ladies of the parish to become a
member of All Saints Auxiliary.
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IN THE BEGINNING …
By Bill Dougherty
While I had a number of years
of newspaper/journalism experience behind me, there were significant challenges I had to face when I
joined the Courier staff as the
newspaper launched into its brave
new world.
Volunteers who worked on the
newspaper had varying levels of
experience and plenty of drive to
go with it. The amount of effort that
goes into publishing a 44-page
newspaper is incredible. Even on a
quarterly basis, volunteers spent
numerous hours writing, editing,
pasting layouts, and the all-impor-

tant final proofing before printing.
Of course, whenever you work with
a newspaper, no matter the level of
effort, errors will happen and won’t
be found until they appear in print.
Our staff faced those tribulations
with an abundance of good humor

and a desire to be better with every
issue.
I considered it a privilege to
write and take photos for the paper.
Putting to use previous experience
with Navy newspapers and magazines, I produced full-page and
two-page center spreads where the
photos were equal, if not more
important, than the words. Certain
events repeated during every
church year so the pictures I took
shared an original story. Each year
young girls and boys received their
first
communion,
new Catholics were
welcomed into the
faith during the
Easter Vigil, and
hundreds filled the
pews
for
the
Christmas
Eve
Midnight Mass.
I also wrote a
fictional
series
called
Joseph’s
Journeys. While the

stories met with mixed
reviews, I thoroughly
enjoyed the opportunity to
convey messages that I
hoped would be good for
readers of all ages.
Some of my fondest
memories were the nights
we worked so hard to put
the paper to bed. Stress
was a constant companion.
Through it all, Tony Trotti
maintained that warped sense
of humor that kept the Courier
staff laughing and helped us
not take ourselves too seriously. I still miss and I pray for
Tony today. We could never
have published the Courier
without him.
After three years on the
staff I moved on to other challenges. I’m grateful for the
opportunity to have worked
with so many dedicated volunteers. And herding those volunteers (sort of
like
herding
cats) was Judy
Koziolek. She
was a formidable editor – as
good as any I
worked for during my time in
the Navy – and
a driving force

behind the Courier. Many times
when the staff was sure we couldn’t
produce a full 44 pages, Judy found
a way. No matter the obstacles, she
had a vision for the Courier and
I’m positive Bishop Baker still
speaks of her efforts today. Judy no
longer serves as editor, but her
leadership and inspiration is still a
strong heartbeat in the Courier.
Every newspaper needs an editor, a

guiding force toward excellence.
She set the standard, one that will
continue for issues to come.
So if you read this and you’ve
thought about volunteering your
time for the Courier – give it a shot.
You’ll find the opportunity rewarding, and the life-friendships everlasting. Now that’s what I call a
blessing.

Is “Thank You” Really Enough?
by Barbara Lesher, VBS 2008
If you were standing in my
shoes today you would have the
same feeling. Today was our last
day of Vacation Bible School and I
have to say if you attended or participated, you should be very
pleased and satisfied for a job well
done. After taking a break last year
from Vacation Bible School, Christ
the King Church had a wonderful
turn out. Our commitment to the
parish and the school, showed as
many as 84 students and over 50
volunteers.
The overall theme this year
was stewardship. Our students
learned a stewardship theme of the
day. The themes were: we share,
we give, we grow, we love, and we
praise. The students heard a bible
story that emphasized the meaning
of the theme of the day. In addition,
the students learned bible verses,
saints and the rainforest friend that
exhibited some of the stewardship
qualities of the theme of the day.
In the classroom, our students
had small group bible lessons
according to their grade level. In
Pre-K, the teacher was Diedre
Hicks. In Kindergarten, we had
Kim Smith and Lee Anne Pesnell.

Kelly Moneyhan and Steven
Vergenz covered first grade.
Second and third grade teachers
were Betty Wheeler and Anne
Medlock. Fourth and fifth grade
teachers were Anne Medlock, Mrs.
Martin and Mrs. Cronin. Finally
our six through eight grade service
hour director was Victoria Shami.
Al Martin helped with daily routines. He made sure the facilities
were up and running and that our
teen volunteers were actively participating. Whenever I needed to
see stewardship in action I just
looked to my teachers. They were
the foundation to the success of
Vacation Bible School.
With so much to learn our students still did more. The students

made daily visits to the art
room
where
Ms.
Bustamante sparked their
creativity. The artwork
went with the theme of the
day. When you entered the
art room, the students were
always creating something.
How wonderful it was to
see each student enjoying
his or her work of art. The
art room was alive and always a fun
room for the students to enter.
Another fun place to visit was
the gym. How lucky I was to find
out that two of our own Christ the
King alumni college students
signed up to volunteer! When I
heard Jocelyn Scott and Susan
Joost wanted to volunteer, I was so
excited! I asked them if they would
plan and teach PE. It was a beautiful fit! The girls accepted this and
were thrilled to work in the gym. I
couldn’t have planned it better. Our
girls instructed the students and
they loved them. Way to go girls,
we are very proud of our alumni!!!
After PE, the students made a
stop at our snack room. Murielle
Butler and Betty Becht ran the
kitchen and their volunteers as if it
was their own kitchen. When the
students entered the snack area,

they already had food and clean up
service on hand. If they did not care
for a certain snack, Murielle had
her bases covered and she brought
them into the kitchen for a special
snack. Let me tell you the students
were pampered in the snack area.
Our stewardship journey
extended to our families. We
encouraged them to donate a food
item for the St. Vincent dePaul
Society.
We collected many
canned foods to help stock the
pantry.
Our final day began with a celebration in the classroom followed
by a barbecue in Shepard’s Square.
Thanks to donations of cookies and
hamburgers, we had a wonderful
cook out. This was a fabulous time
for our students, worthy of a lasting
memory of VBS at Christ the King.
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Tim and Donna Johnson and CKAA
by Charm Saults
Tim Johnson has been a
member of Christ the King parish
for 16 years. His wife, Donna,
graduated from Christ the King
School and they were married in
the church. At first they were
involved with some projects,
volunteering where they could. Tim
and Donna really got involved
when Nicholas, their eldest child,
started school and playing T-ball.
Nicholas will graduate at the end of
this school year. Their two younger
sons, Joshua and Matthew, who are
in 6th grade and 4th grade
respectively, both play football and
baseball. Tim and Donna are
completely involved with all
children, not just their own.
Tim has been president of the
athletic association for five
years.
Tim worked as assistant coach
for two years.
Tim and Donna have been
involved
in
various
fundraisers.
Tim has worked the beer booth
at the carnivals and other
events.
Donna has been running the
concession stand for two
years.
Tim said, “There is a lot more
to being president than just holding

meetings and delegating jobs for
others to do. There are endless late
nights just completing paperwork;
endless paperwork for tryouts,
schedules, rosters, physicals,
insurance forms, and on and on.”
Tim and Donna make decisions
regarding uniforms, trophies,
logos, equipment, even what kind
of Popsicles for which team. They
have been responsible for the
fundraising that has meant enlarged
and improved playing fields.
Tim tells the kids, “It is
important to pay attention all the
time you are on the field, so you
don’t get hurt. Do your best on the
field, in school and at home and
have fun, even if you do not win
the game or feel like you did a good
job. If you try your best, you are a
winner.”
Tim has Four Most Important
Things for his kids. Faith comes
first, then Family, then Academics,
and Sports should be last. If you
succeed in keeping your faith,
helping your family, studying hard
in school, you will succeed in
sports. An example of the
leadership Tim teaches on the field.
One of the kids was having a bad
day; nothing was going right for
him on the field. Joshua got up to
bat and hit the ball, bringing in a
run. When he returned to the
dugout, he put his arm around the
other kid and said, “I hit that one
for you.”

This spring’s season became a
special one when Tim and the other
coaches Ronnie Burke, Darren
Waldeck, and Rob Boyd felt that
the 11 and 12 year olds were ready
to understand some deeper
perspectives. They wanted them to
understand how important it is for
them to put others’ needs before
their own. They would ask them,
“What job do the coaches have?”
They would reply, “To take care of
us.” Then we would ask, “What is
your job as players?” They would
answer, “To take care of each
other.” The frequent exchange
produced something wonderful
among the team. The players
became closer and cheered each
other on. They encouraged each
other. Tim said, “These children
learned the value of putting others

before themselves.” The coaches
believe they will carry this into
their adult lives.
C.K.A.A. is unique because it
is privately owned. The association
is run 100% by volunteers. There is
no support from the city and no
outside funding. They operate
solely off of registration fees and
donations from local businesses or
private groups.
Tim’s responsibility is to
oversee the entire association.
There is the Babe Ruth paperwork,
meetings to attend and coordinate,
registration, field upgrades, clinics,
player
drafts,
fundraising,
schedules, and the list goes on. Tim
said, “I could not accomplish this
without the support group of the
other coaches and my wife Donna.”
Donna not only runs the concession
stand during the time her boys are
playing, but also for all the games.
Donna also helps Tim with all the
paperwork and phones calls.
Tim and Donna Johnson work
as a team for all the kids, not just
their own.
Consider joining Tim and
Donna in this ministry to our
children. Tim’s contact number is
727-7487. You will not only be
helping out; you will have the
satisfaction of working with the
kids as well as this inspiring
couple.

Emergency Pregnancy Services
Arlington Office
by Frank Becht
E m e r g e n c y
Pregnancy
Services
(EPS) is establishing its
third location at 6903
Merrill Road. Through
generous gifts from
several benefactors, EPS
has purchased what was
originally
a
threebedroom house to serve
as the Arlington Crisis Pregnancy Center. Several groups have
been involved in almost total renovation of a house used as
various offices over the years.
Previously, Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Council (formerly Arlington
Council) assisted in the renovation of EPS Riverside Center in June
2004. On this occasion, Council 4727 was asked to do more of the
overall repairs to the premises in addition to painting. Several local
businesses have donated time to make substantial repairs. Many council
members and Christ the King volunteers have donated their efforts and
time.
Several other churches in the area including Arlington Baptist and
the Church of the Messiah have been extremely helpful in transforming
the new location into a ministry.
Overall, more than 50 people have been involved in a tremendous
outpouring of support for Right to Life efforts for the Arlington
Community. We are proud to support EPS whose mission is
“Empowering women to make fact-related decisions about their
pregnancy without judgment or pressure.”
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Pinewood Derby
by Jeff Dela Cruz (age 10)

the Cub Scouts have a few intense minutes
during the competition, but they spend most of
their time cheering for their fellow scouts.
The fastest cars go to the District Pinewood
Derby Race. To get to District, a pack (Tigers,
Wolves, Bears, and Webelos) race against each
other. The races are in heats, so every kid gets a
chance to race in each lane. The tracks have to
two to six lanes. The three fastest cars in each
group go to the district race.
This year our competition was very tight.
The winners by order of den are:

Just a block of wood, you say? Well, that
block of wood will make a man out of ya. It’s a
project to bring the whole family together.
The Pinewood Derby Race is a very fun
event for all Cub Scouts. Scouts are given a box
containing a pine block with two slots for
wheels, four plastic wheels, and four nails to
attach the wheels to the car. The scouts, with
their parents’ help, carve, shape, paint, and
decorate the block of wood and turn it into a
wooden car.
Part of the fun of the Pinewood Derby is Tigers: 1st place Eric Smith, 2nd place Noah
Lopore, 3rd place George Pratt, 4th place
showing spirit through participation. Most of
Maison Laflamme, 5th place Kellin Klein
Wolves: 1st place Andrew Blenker, 2nd place
Brandon Rhow, 3rd place Merlin Klein
Bears: 1st place Terry Rhow, 2nd place Quinton
Gardner, 3rd place Reny Alcantara, 4th
place Tyler Boudreaux 5th place Trey
Steele, 6th place Nicholas Alligood
Welbelos I: 1st place Jacob Waite, 2nd place
Christopher Luyando, 3rd place Patrick
Knight

Scout Spirit - Kellin Klein, Original - Trey
Steele, Colorful - Nicholas Alligood,
Outrageous - Merlin Klein, Detail - Eric Smith,
Paint Job - Tyler Boudreaux, Sleekest - Teny
Alcantara, Shape - Christopher Luyando,
Patriotic - Noah Lepore, Futruistic - Quinton
Gardner.

The Pinewood Derby is a good time for the
scouts to bond with their Akelas and their fellow
scouts while having a good time.
Just a block of wood? What were you
The winners get trophies and certificates, thinking?
but yours doesn’t have to be the fastest to
To find out more about Cub Scouting with
receive an award. Awards are also given for Christ the King call our Assistant Cub Master,
various categories:
Louis Luyando, at 564-1846.

2008-2009 Schedule
Aug. 1, 2 and 3- Kingsley Lake;
tubing and swimming in lake
Aug. 26 will be the Court of
Honor; all awards for the past 6
months, come and encourage your
son.
Sept. 12, 13 and 14 –Altamaha
River; overnight canoe trip, Scouts
must go on this trip to be eligible to
go on the Suwannee River trip in
April.
Oct. 17, 18 and 19 – Florida Caverns; explore caverns, joint trip with
cub scouts
Nov. 14, 15 and 16 –District Camparee; fun and games at Echokotee.
Dec. 12, 13 and 14 –Akela Weekend; welcome Webelos to Boy
Scouting.
Dec. 25, 26, 27, and 28 – Florida Keys; snorkeling, SCUBA,
sightseeing and fun
Jan. 16, 17 and 18 –Faver Dykes; TJ will work on the Farm Equipment
merit badge at Pelencia and we will do a ghost tour Sat. night.
Feb. 3 – Court of Honor; awards for past 6 months, come and
encourage your son.
Feb. 8 – Scout Sunday; 9 a.m. Mass, Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts
included

Feb. 13, 14 and 15 – Olustee Battle; we will try to camp where the
island is like we did two years ago.
March 13, 14 and 15 – Hidden Pond; two-day backpacking trip, Scouts
must go on this trip to be eligible to go on the mountain trip in July.
April 2, 3, 4 and 5 – Suwannee River; 50-mile canoe trip, Scouts must
have successfully completed the Atamaha River trip or have gone on
another 50-mile trip to go.
May 22, 23 and 24 – Owens Springs; swimming and snorkeling
June 7 thru 13 – Camp Shands; summer camp; excellent opportunity
for earning lots of merit badges
July 18 thru 26 – Mountain Trip; backpacking the Appalachian Trail
and white water rafting on the Chattooga River, camping in Franklin
NC. First Class and above only, must have successfully completed the
Hidden Pond trip.
August 7, 8 and 9 – Kingsley
Lake
The first Tuesday of every
month will be for a Board of
Review for rank advancements.
The board consists of Scott
Steele, Chris Smith, Matt Viets,
Tim Knight and Father Steven
Zehler.

Scouting with Allergies
by Becki Blenker
Maybe you know someone with
food allergies, or maybe that
someone is your own child. As the
parent of a child with allergies, I
know that it is very easy to fall into
the trap of overprotecting my own
child. I was accustomed to packing
all kinds of foods before we left the
house, and letting him spend the
night only at the homes of people

who were comfortable with his
special needs. While scouting
hasn’t completely changed that
behavior, (I’ll always be more
possessive than a parent of a child
without a special need), it has
caused me to see the world outside
as a little less frightening.
You see, my son is gluten
intolerant as well as having a milk
allergy. When kids go camping in
scouts, they all eat together the

same foods, which scared me out of
my mind at first. So, I sat down to
talk it out with the Cub Master and
other parents, and we came up with
a plan to make it work. Andrew is
now able to eat the same foods as
the rest of the kids the majority of
the time, and I make things like
pancakes and pasta for him when
the others make theirs. There are
so many people cooking every
meal that no one even notices that

he eats a few things differently
now.
Scouting with allergies has
really accomplished two things for
my son that wouldn’t have
happened otherwise: it’s caused his
mother to let go a little, and it also
led him to be more independent as
he watches what he eats when he’s
away from me. All in all, scouting
with allergies is no big deal.
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50 Anniversary
Bishop W. Thomas
Larkin Council 4727
by Frank Becht, PGK
The Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Council 4727, formerly
known as the Arlington Council, will celebrate its 50th year
in 2009. In conjunction with this event, we will publish a
program book. In it we will illustrate the many activities
through pictures and articles that our Council has been
involved in throughout those 50 years. In addition we will
have a section dedicated to our deceased brothers and
sisters.
Activities will include a celebration at Resurrection
Church on January 18, 2009 with breakfast after the 8:30
a.m. Mass and brunch following the 11 a.m. Mass. The
following weekend, Saturday, January 24, 2009, we will
close the celebration with a concelebrated Mass by Bishop
Victor Galeone and former Chaplains of the Council at the
5 p.m. Mass at Christ the King. The Fourth Degree Honor
Guard will be in attendance and the Fil-Am Choir will
perform at this special Mass. Following the Mass, we will
have hors d’oeuvres in the gymnasium with a program and
a Gala Dance, the Frank Broome Ball.
We invite the other Councils, the Fourth Degree
Assemblies and our parishes throughout the area to join us
in these weekend celebrations. More information will be
available as time draws closer.
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Women’s Auxiliary
Membership is open to wives and daughters of Knights of Columbus. Single
Catholic women ages 18 and over are also welcome to join the K’Cees.
Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month in the Council hall at
8:00 p.m.
The purpose of the K’Cees is to support and encourage the Knights in their many
charitable endeavors. It is the intention of the K’Cees to participate in all or most
Council activities.
Please join us for friendship and fun while supporting the Knights of Columbus.
For more information call Darlene O’Neal at 724-2857.

Knights Of Columbus
Installation Of Officers
July 2008- June 2009
Grand Knight - Jose Praxedes
Deputy Grand Knight - Fred Wheeler
Chancellor - Michael Warwin
Warden - Louie O’Neal
Financial Secretary - George Coseo
Treasurer - Gus Grigas
Recorder - Ryan Praxedes
Ouside Guard - Michael Stirna

Inside Guard - Netito Espejo
Advocate - John Morrissey
Three Year Trustee - Pat Bianco, PGK
Two Year Trustee - Dennis Scobie, PGK
One Year Trustee - Ralph Mosley, PGK
Lecturer - Jim Bonitatibus
District Deputy - Bob Bilik

Why Become a Knight Of Columbus
by Frank Becht, PGK

To Catholic Men

There are many reasons why you should consider becoming a Knight
of Columbus. If you are 18 years of age and a practicing (not in name
only) Catholic you are eligible to become a Knight. The Knights of
Columbus is the largest Catholic men’s fraternal organization in the world
formed by Father Michael McGivney in 1882, a perilous time for
families. The following are a few of the more important reasons to
become a Knight.

Support for Vocations
The Knights of Columbus have always been avid supporters of
vocations to the priesthood and religious life. Council 4727 has a plaque
hanging on our wall from Pope John Paul II commending the Council for
Seminarian support. We have supported several priests ordained for the
Diocese of St. Augustine.

Support our young men

Knights are men of action

The Knights of Columbus also encourage young men 10-18 years of
age to join the Columbian Squires program which is designed to groom
The Church and priests need men in action and in prayer. The Knights young men into mature and responsible young leaders and knights of
of Columbus have often been described as the “Greatest defender of the tomorrow through a wide variety of programs involving the community
Church.” Members of the Knights are prayerful men praying for their and Church.
priests and families and doing many things to support the Church and its
Work with a Saint-to-be
communities.

Men of Principles-Charity,
Unity and Fraternity

Father Michael McGivney, founder of the Knights of Columbus, has
been named “Venerable Servant of God.” Pope Benedict the XVI recently
issued this Decree of Heroic Virtue for Father McGivney, who is in a
Father McGivney, a candidate for sainthood, is a model for all knights process of canonization, as a model of Christian life.
as a living example of faith, hope and charity. As knights, we try to be
living examples to others in our daily lives. The Principles of the Knights
Am I Being Called
form our actions in our church, families and communities. The Knights
put faith into action.
Recently, our renowned Pastor Thanh Nyugen gave a very interesting
homily. He gave a very challenging call to all of us in which he said, “ Is
Right to Life
God calling on your life? If so, you probably feel afraid. Your fear is very
much like Peter ‘Depart from me, O Lord, for I am a sinful man.’”
The Knights of Columbus are avid supporters of Right to Life. Right
to Life is not a partisan issue but a pre-eminent moral issue. Bishop W.
Become a Better Catholic
Thomas Larkin Council is an active supporter of Diocesan Right to Life
activities as well as supporters of several local crisis pregnancy
We know you do not have to be a knight to be a good Catholic. Being
intervention centers.
a knight helps you be a better person for the simple fact that we are part
of a community that expresses concern and care for the many challenges
Marriage and Family
faced daily by us and our families. We develop unity of purpose in our
lives, concern and action for the poor and underprivileged, and a
The Knights of Columbus will always pursue laws that protect the relationship of purpose in our lives through association with other
dignity and integrity of Marriage and Family. As knights we pledge to Catholic men on a continuing basis.
support the Church in the battle now raging in many states that are
Try it! Call Grand Knight Jose Praxedes who will assist you in starting
seeking to overturn the sanctity of marriage. Florida will vote on the your journey to Knighthood.
Marriage Amendment in November 2008. The Knights are making a
gallant effort to support this amendment.
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Thank You to a Man of Excellence
by Barbara Hanuscin, President
Queens & Kings
Anyone who comes in contact
with this man is welcomed as his
friend. He demonstrates the
Christian principal of “Do unto
others as you would have them do
unto you.” He is one of the “givers”
you encounter in life and most definitely not one of the “takers.”
His involvement at Christ the
King dates back for over 30 years,
and he is not even a registered
parishioner, nor is he a Catholic!
He has served in ministry leadership positions and on the Parish
Council. He has actively participated with the Ministry of Hope, with
Widows & Widowers, has held various posts in the Queens and Kings
and served as the president of the
Queens & Kings for the past 5
years. He has even assisted the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul by
accompanying a member on several home visitations. He is eager to
help in any way and promotes true
Christianity. He has brought other
non-Catholics over to participate in
some of the ministries at Christ the
King as well. He organized a cruise
that included members of three different denominational churches. He
is truly “ecumenical.”
His generosity is known by a
few but mostly he will contribute
without much fanfare. He has
donated a piano to the Queens &

Kings of Christ the King in memory of his late wife, Marge, and continues financial support to Christ
the King in her honor.
Something you might find
interesting about him is that he was
the youngest of 10 children of a
physician who died at a fairly
young age. He didn’t have his
father to guide him in his adulthood
but he had the values that were
instilled in him at an early age to
map his way in life. He survived
the “Great Depression” and learned
self-reliance.
He served in the Army at the
Battle of the Bulge and was
injured. He had both legs tagged
for amputation, but by the grace of
God and the concern of an “angel”

of a physician, he was able to keep
his legs. This did end his tennisplaying days. After the war, jobs
were scarce. He was hired by
Quaker Oats and educated through
the Harvard Business School programs. He worked for Quaker for
41 years as a top salesman. He was
involved and held posts with the
GMRA (grocery organization).
Retirement didn’t slow him
down. He signed up for classes in
creative writing and watercolor
painting. He has authored several
books including some on financial
advice. He has donated paintings to
organizations to use in fundraising
events and has given many to
friends. He and his late wife were
able to travel to 49 of the 50 states
and many countries in Europe. He
has an avid thirst for history and
knowledge. He once aspired to be a
weatherman prior to the war, so he
is a “weather buff” and can predict
with more accuracy at times than
the local television stations.
Besides his active involvement
at Christ the King, he is involved
with the Methodist Men’s group
and has served on the Financial
Board at Arlington Methodist
Church, where he sings in the
Senior Choir. He not only sings in
church but also performs with a
group elsewhere such as in nursing
homes, for the enjoyment and
pleasure of others. He’s a real
“Super Senior” and an active mem-

ber of the AARP as well. He supports the environment and other
charitable causes.
He’s a regular early morning
“mall walker” at Regency and part
of a group of friends who call
themselves
“the
Attitude
Adjustment Group”. But, there is
nothing that needs adjusting with
his attitude.
He finds time to work at home
managing his investments and
delights in mentoring his two
grandsons, of whom he is quite
proud. He’s also become a “pseudo
grandpa” to a few other children.
He’s an “encourager and an
uplifter.” He looks at the glass as
“half full”, not as “half empty.”
He’s a good listener and a good
conversationalist. He has a knack
for finding the “common thread”
with anyone he meets. This is most
likely carried over from his days as
a “road scholar” with Quaker Oats.
Christ the King Parish and his
friends are blessed to have this
“man of excellence” walk beside
them on the journey. At this time,
his friends and fellow members of
the Queens & Kings of Christ the
King, want to say “Thank You” to
William T. Campbell (better known
as Bill) for his kindness, patient
and giving ways, and for being an
example of true Christianity to all
of us. Bill, you are truly a “Man of
Excellence.”

Let Your Light Shine
with the Queens and Kings
by Barbara Hanuscin
Over 30 yrs ago a flame of friendship was lit at Christ the King by a group that called itself the Queens & Kings
of Jacksonville. Many of the members were the folks who founded the parish, built the church, church halls,
school buildings and started other ministries as well. There are many ministries at Christ the King such as the
CKCCW for the women, the Men’s Club for men, the Widows and Widowers for those who have lost a
spouse, the LIFE TEENs for teenagers, Music Ministry for those with musical talent,
Nurse Ministry for those with medical interests, the Fil-Am for those of
Filipino descent, the Beautification Ministry for those with green thumbs,
the Courier for those who write, and the list goes on. But where can you
join in and mix with folks in multiple categories?
The Queens & Kings is an interdenominational social fellowship ministry that encompasses and welcomes women, men, married couples, widows and widowers, singles, the divorced, the separated both Catholic and
non-Catholic. It’s a group of folks with diverse and interesting backgrounds and varied talents and interests. (If you are close to 50 but not
quite there, you are welcome to join us as a guest until you hit the big
5-0.)
In the past the Queens & Kings has had speakers, entertainment, covered dish dinners, cruises, and bus trips. They have danced the night away
and much more as you can see when you take a peak at the stack of photo
albums that make up the legacy of Christ the King Parish.
The Queens & Kings torch is passing to a new generation of those 50
and over. It’s now up to the “baby boomers” to light their candle to add
to the flame and carry that torch forward. It’s also time for those a bit
older, who have been hesitant in joining in, to give us the gift of your wisdom gained by life experiences. Just in case you are wondering, there is “life
after 50” but if you don’t have one yet, come and “get a life.”
Please join us on the second Sunday of the month at 12:30 p.m. in the Shirley David Hall. Your presence
is needed to help us chart the course. Your light needs to shine with all of us. So light your candle and join
us in making the flame continue to grow with the Queens & Kings of Jacksonville. We take a recess over the
summer months, so we hope to “See you in September”. For additional information, you may call Barbara
Hanuscin at 724-1776, Bill Campbell at 724-3777, or Judy Murphy at 723-5910.
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Memories

Graduation Talk
by MatthewDinh

by Jan Dela Cruz

Wow, look at all the years that have passed, some days might
have been long and the years were short, but we did it! All that
we have learned, done, and lived through, our past, has led up
to this moment. What a magnificent day this is! Today we
will graduate from Christ the King, and open the door to our
futures. We are the future of the whole world, the leaders of
our generation. God has been, still is, and will always be
guiding and protecting us, and with Him anything is
possible. He is opening our futures to boundless
possibilities. He also blessed us to have so many
opportunities and people who have guided us in our lives.
Our church, school, parents, teachers, friends, and all
those around us have helped us through all we have done.
They have taught us many skills, and built a foundation on
which we will later continue to live
on our own. Christ the King
School has enriched our lives,
taught us, helped develop our
abilities, and prepared us for our
next step down the road of life.
In the beginning of the school
year we were just kids who were still
learning many things. Now, as the
graduating class of 2008 from Christ
the King, we have all grown
mentally, socially and physically.
Life doesn’t promise to always be
easy, and although we are young and
we still have much to learn, with
perseverance and hard work in what we
do, with belief in ourselves, trust in our
instincts, and most important of all, faith in
our God, He will lead our lives to a bright
future. On behalf of this graduating class, I would
like to take this opportunity to thank Father Thanh, Father Zehler, Mrs.
Chinault, and all the teachers and staff for teaching us valuable life
lessons, helping us through school, and being there for us. May God bless
everyone! Congratulations to the Christ the King graduating class of
2008! And to my friends and classmates, I want to wish you success and
good luck in all that you will do, and although we may take different
paths, we have all made a difference in each other’s lives through what
we have done. Many of our greatest memories lie with these amazing
people, and we will cherish these times and people for the rest of our
lives. I would like to end with a quote by Doctor Seuss. “You have brains
in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself in any
direction you choose. You’re on your own. And you know what you
know. You are the guy who’ll decide where to go.”
Thank you.

Memories. Memories are the moments that when looked back on, a
smile streaks upon your face. Each one of us here today has our
own set of memories. Some have eight year’s worth, others have
three. But the one common bond we all share is that each and
every one of our memories is carved into the walls here at
CTK. Though after today, we all will be going our separate
ways, the memories we made here will still live on.
Some of us have memories of a fifth-grade substitute,
who asked us all to stand on our desks and “be trees” when
we were learning how trees take in air.
Others can’t forget how Mrs. Cass’s introduction to us
was “My name is Mrs. Cass, and don’t forget the C.”
But for each one of the memories made, we have
certain people we must thank.
First, we must thank our families.
They were there, watching us as
we left for our first day of
Kindergarten. They were there,
giving their support as we moved
through the overdramatic stages of
Middle School. We are our family’s
pride and joy. If you don’t believe
me, my fellow classmates, then take
a look behind you. Behold the crowd
of people here for you: our families.
Next, we must thank our
teachers. Every quiz, every project,
test and essay, all of which we hated
so much, were all tools to prepare us.
They were meant to challenge our logic
and creativity, pushing them to even
greater levels. Our teachers have spent
many years trying to prepare us for the years
that lie ahead as we move on to high school. Thanks
to our teachers, we have grown ready to take on anything that we may
face in these next years.
Finally, we must thank God. The Catholic faith we’ve been taught at
CTK, in both word and in action, has shaped all of us to be more like
Christ. We’ve learned that even during the darkest, most tragic and
hopeless moments in life, God is there. Through God, all things are
possible. With Him, there is nothing to fear. I hope that no matter where
we go, we realize that each of us has a loving God, watching and
supporting us in every way He can.
Tonight marks the end of our middle school careers. Tonight, we leave
behind the all-too-familiar sound of the school bell, the steps that we each
climb every morning at 7:30, the smell of freshly-brewed coffee in Mrs.
Cass’s room. Even though we leave each and every memory behind, they
are irreplaceable in our hearts.
May the sounds of laughter forever ring within these CTK hallways.
May all the smiling faces continue to shine within every single classroom.
Tonight marks the end of many years of hard work and the beginning
of many years of promising potential. I would like to leave you tonight
with a line from Dr. Seuss’s Oh, the Places You’ll Go!
So…be your name Buxbaum or Bixby or Bray or Morddecai Ali Van
Allen O’Shea, you’re off to Great Places! Today is your day! Your
mountain is waiting. So…get on your way!
My fellow graduates, congratulations and good luck with the next
phase of your life journey. The night is ours, and the rest of our lives lies
ahead of us. No matter where we all go, we will forever be CTK Ravens.
Thank you all and God Bless.

Our Beautiful Restored Grotto

Scrip is back for the school year!
Scrip is a way for the school and parish ministries to raise money.
For each gift card purchased, a percentage of the total goes back to the
school or parish ministry.
To order Scrip, you must go online to shopwithscrip.com and
register with an email and the enrollment code for Christ the King:
C14CA3534L79 and click join.
Parish ministries need to designate their ministry in the area where it
asks for student or teacher. Parents need to designate their child in this
area.
Orders are placed online, and the money needs to be turned into the
CTK school office by Monday morning, 9:00 a.m. Your order will be
ready for pick up in the office on Thursdays after 12:00 p.m. For families
of students, your order can go back with your child. The first Scrip order
will be on August 25.
For more information, please contact Sallie Wnuk @ 737-9470.
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Christ The King School
High Achievers
by Frank Becht
It is with great pleasure that we can announce that several of our
Christ the King School graduates, who are attending Bishop Kenny High
School, are High Achievers. For the second quarter of the year of 20072008 Scholar Athlete Award letters were received by Jason Infante, Clay
Ludwig, Trenton Raesemann, Chad Wendle and Bobby Yarborough.
The award was established by Bishop Kenny Athletic Department to
honor all students who achieve and maintain a 3.0 or higher grade point
average during the quarter in which they participate in athletics.
For the second quarter, 65% of Bishop Kenny athletes achieved a 3.0
GPA or better average. Coach Bob West states this “proves that academics and athletes are partners for educational excellence.”
Along with Coach West, we congratulate these students for their dedication and achievement. We must also commend their parents, our principal Stephanie Chinault and teachers of Christ the King School for
instilling in these students the character and qualities to make them
Achievers.

Christ The King School
Honor Roll
Fourth Quarter
2007-2008
4a
Beau Butler**
Sara Debellis
Deanna Hickox**
Gracie Korkmaz**
Kiana Mallinson
Alexander Mann
Jennifer Vega
David Williams
4b
Lexie Byerley**
Emily Duncan
Christopher
Luyando**
Michael O’Connell
Carolyn Morgan
Andy Quach
Emmy Tackett
Asia Thorpe
Claire Wnuk
5a
Colin Boyd
Jelito Callanta
Yasmeen Chan**
Joseph Durkin
Jennifer Essick**
Miguel Flores
Jenny Green
Hailey Guinn
Rachel House
David Longenecker
Donna Mahfouz
Paola Ramos
Camille Rodriguez**
Erica Stanfill
Kelly Wolfe
Annalee Pesnell
5b
John Ashley
George Assi
Ricky Boyette
Jeffrey Dela Cruz**

Julia Eason
Ashlinne Hickox
Joshua Johnson
Rachel Lesher
Cassidy Lewis
Mathew Lynch**
Cody McElveen
Drew Mikell
Larissa Ogin
Janel Palomo**
Megan Schroder**
Michael Urbizu
6a
Rachel Belen**
Matthew Dinh
Michael Martin
William Morgan**
Tristan Reyes
Gregory Shannahan
Katie Smith
Leann Snow
6b
Rhett Butler
Iggy Juego
Elizabeth O’Malley
Brandon Parker
Quinton Pooler
Royce Reyes**
Alexander Richer
Kelsey Smith**
Courtney Wildes
David Yarborough**
7a
Christian Chan**
Stephanie Grochmal
Lauren Reynolds
John Luke Vega
7b
Erica Christenson
Palmer Frye
Peter House**

Mallorie Lesher
Mark Wnuk
8a
Johnarmon Antolin
Brooke Asher
Maverick Claxton
Jan Dela Cruz**
Andrew Dinh**
Stephanie Joost
Miranda McCown
8b
Ashley Anderson
Karla Aguirre-Guzman
Jon Callanta
Brandon Chin
Paul Longenecker**
Ashlea McCrone
Christopher Saliba
Victoria Salud**
Albert Tine
Alexandra Young
** Denotes All A’s
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Math-A-Thon, 2008
by Mrs. Susie Cooney
Top Student Pledges
3rd Place: Emily Holthouser
2nd Place: Isaiah Ybarra
1st Place: Cody McElveen
2008 Total Pledges: $2073.99
1991-2008 Total Pledges: $87,467.22
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital announced today the successful
completion of the Math-A-Thon at Christ the King Catholic School in
Jacksonville, FL. The Math-A-Thon is an entertaining and enjoyable way
for students to review basic math skills through the use of specially
designed Funbooks. Each participant is asked to recruit sponsors (family,
friends) who will pledge donations based on the number of problems
completed. To make it a complete family effort, a special parent answer
guide is easily detached from the Funbook for checking the student’s
work. The event was facilitated by Christ the King math teachers.
The students who participate in the program learn to do more than just
math problems; they also learn the importance of helping children who
are less fortunate than themselves. Through the Math-A-Thon, they are
able to help provide a future for St. Jude Children’s Hospital. Children
with more than 200 forms of cancer and other catastrophic diseases find
hope at St. Jude. Since its founding in 1962 by the late entertainer, Danny
Thomas, the survival rates for most forms of pediatric cancer have risen
dramatically. In fact, today more than 70% of all children with cancer will
survive their bout with the disease. St. Jude fully credits these successes
in treatment to the generous support of people around the world, including the students at Christ the King School.
“We are very proud of our students for working so hard on the MathA-Thon,” said Mrs. Susie Cooney, volunteer coordinator for 17 years.
“With their help, St. Jude Hospital will be able to create new treatments
that may one day lead to a cure for many forms of cancer that will benefit the children of our state, our country, and around the world. I also want
to extend our thanks to the Jacksonville community for supporting our
students. It takes all of us to make a difference in the lives of children with
cancer, and we can all feel proud of our response.”
Local Contact: Mrs. Susie Cooney
Christ the King Catholic School (904) 724-2954

Christ the King Star Students
Fourth Quarter, 2008
1A - Hope Barras
1B - Gabriel Dioso
2A - Jared Bowling
3A - Elly Rodriguez
4A - Reem Farhat
4B - Harrison Abercrombie
5A - Silvia Montana
5B - Helen Vu
6A - Patrick O’Neal
6B - Kelly Maroney
7A - Lauren Reynolds
8A - Samantha Nagle
8B - Alexandra Young
Art K-5 - Mia Solis
Art 6-8 - Katie Tackett
Computers K-5 - Tyler Chin
Computers 6–8 - William Morgan
Library K-5 - Sydney Barrett
Library 6-8 - Wesley Oliver
Music K-4 - Blessing Essien
Music 6-8 - Palmer Frye
Liturgical Music - Rachel House
PE K-5 Austin Stillwagon
PE 6-8 - Heather Beckham
Spanish 1-5 - Kelly Wolfe
Spanish 6-8 - Tristan Reyes
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Do You Know These
Faces?
by Stephanie Chinault
Christ the King School would like to feature some of our school
parents who wear many volunteer hats, both in school and in parish
activities.
To be a parent takes a special commitment. Love and care are needed
to make children grow. But today’s world includes additional responsibilities. Parents drive their children to extra curricular activities such as
baseball games and dance lessons; and, they oversee their children’s
academic responsibilities such as Social Studies projects and book
reports. Additionally, parents stay busy with their own jobs, running their
households, and volunteering at their children’s school. Despite all of
these endeavors, some special parents manage to volunteer at Christ the
King Church as well. Maybe you recognize these school parents.
Barbara Lesher
Peter House
Jeff Broekman
Jeff Asher
John & Tammy Patti
Debbie House
Micah Ethridge
John Klinkenberg
Diane Longenecker
John Lewis
Fred Gardner
Becky Schroder
Scott Steele
Kevin Wolfe
Patrice Pruitt
Peter Chan
Bill Joost
Tim Johnson
Teachers of CK
Deidre Hicks
Jenny McClellan
Armond Antolin
Mike Yarborough
Virgilio Flores
Greg Gagnon
Lawrence Dioso
Marcus Buckelew
Kathy Desclefs
Hung Mai
Ron Lynch
Dan Sanford
Josephine Stanfill

Vacation Bible School
Fish Fry
Fish Fry
Fish Fry
Fish Fry
Visitation of the Sick
Cursillo
Parish Council/Knights of Columbus
Alter Servers
Lector/ Knights of Columbus
Boy Scouts
Girl Scouts
Cub Master
CTK Courier
Ministry of Hope
Choir
CTK Men’s Club
CKAA
Children’s Liturgy
MOMS Ministry
St. Vincent DePaul
Knights of Columbus
Knights of Columbus
Knights of Columbus
Knights of Columbus
Knights of Columbus
Lector
LIFE TEEN Band
Vietnamese Ministry
Lector
Cub Scouts
Girl Scouts
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Happy 10 Birthday
Parents for Life!

Next weekend we will load up a bus full of teens to once again
celebrate our annual Fall Retreat on Labor Day weekend. This
semester’s theme “For Your Glory” focuses on doing all things for the
glory of God. Ten years ago, LIFE TEEN went to Camp Immokalee for
the first annual Fall Retreat. Please pray for our teens who will be
coming on retreat, and for our Parents for Life, CORE Team, and Music
for Life as we minister to the teens of our parish. Come and celebrate
with us at LIFE TEEN Mass as the teens return for Mass on August 31st
at 5:00 p.m. We would love to see you there!

Steubenville Youth Conference in
Boca Raton
by Katie Szarkowski

“I am not a parrot, I don’t just speak what I have heard, I am this, a
witness.” This was the refrain to the theme song for this summer’s
Steubenville Youth Conference. While we sat in session after session at
the conference, I just kept thinking to myself, what does it mean to be a
witness? In this day and age, when I hear the word witness, I think of
witnessing something horrific like a crime or a car accident, but the word
witness means so much more. Webster’s dictionary defines a witness as
attestation of a fact or event. What truly struck me about this definition is
that you can be a witness to something that is great, and not just
something tragic. I have witnessed couples in love, exchanging wedding
vows, I have witnessed the birth of a new child into the world, I have
witnessed teens giving of themselves at Camp I am Special, but more than
anything I have witnessed the love God has for me in my own life and in
the lives of the teens here at Christ the King.
In mid June LIFE TEEN loaded up a small but mighty group of teens
to attend the Steubenville Youth Conference in Boca Raton, FL. The
weekend was full of speakers giving testimony to the amazing power of
God in their own lives, and how we are called to witness that love to other
people. The teens had the opportunity to go to Adoration both Friday
night and Saturday night, to go to Reconciliation, attend Mass, and to hear
a lot of amazing speakers. As we left Boca Raton I asked the teens what
it meant to be a witness in their own lives.
Many said it meant being a true Catholic even when it is hard. Others
said it was telling their parents I love you and that God loves them too.
Still others said they are a witness by doing community service. I often
forget that I am a witness to the greatest event in history every day of my
life; I am a witness of the Resurrected Jesus. So many times my vision
gets cloudy and my testimony gets quiet. I am gently reminded that in the
first book of Acts, I am called by Christ to be a witness. Jesus did not ask
me to be a witness; he has called us out as his witnesses to give testimony
to his great power and love. I have witnessed how Jesus Christ changes
the lives of teens in our community. I have witnessed teens giving up
everything they have to enter the priesthood or religious life. I have
witnessed our own parish family coming together for Mass to celebrate
Jesus in the Eucharist. Come and be a witness to the amazing things Jesus
is doing in the lives of the teens here at Christ the King. Come and
celebrate with us at LIFE TEEN Mass and witness it for yourself.

Some of the Parents for Life 1998

by Jeanette Ghioto
Ten years ago this month Parents for Life began at Christ the King.
I had just retired from AT&T and started my new job at Catholic
Charities. The last thing in the world that I needed was a volunteer job.
BUT, the Lord had a different plan! Nancy Powers was a friend of a friend
and I was very surprised when one day my phone rang; it was Nancy –
inviting me for a steak dinner at Longhorn. I KNEW there would be an
“ask” associated with this dinner somewhere. Sure enough, Nancy asked
me if I would head up the group of adults who would be called Parents
for Life (PFL). This group would support the LIFE TEEN Parish program
based at Christ the King.
I decided to take a personal field trip to St. Anne’s Parish in Atlanta
and check out their LIFE TEEN Program. I also made arrangements to
meet with the PFL coordinator who was affectionately called “the
general.” I can remember that I cried through the entire LIFE TEEN
Mass. I was so moved by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit when the
young people all came forward. After Mass I briefly attended the Life
Night and then joined the general and her team of parents. Interestingly
enough, this group included adults from many walks of life – some were
not parents at all but rather adults who knew that the future of our Church
was in our youth and wanted to be a part of the future through the young
people..
Fifty adults from many different careers and walks of life would come
together every week in support of the LIFE TEEN program at St. Anne’s.
They would make sure that snacks were provided for the Life Nights and
support the retreats that were presented twice each year. The general
explained to me that PFL was a group that was in service to LIFE TEEN.
PFL would cook and clean and tactically help create an atmosphere of
faith and holiness so that teens would be most inclined to hear and answer
the Lord’s call. They had a lot of fun, too.
I carried all of these ideas back to Jacksonville and then prayed that
our Lord would send people of faith to help. Sure enough many parents
came forward. We served the teens and thereby served the Lord and His
call to build His Church.
Many teens have come closer to Christ thanks to LIFE TEEN – I think
many adults have also renewed their faith in their work as Parents For
Life. CONGRATULATIONS Christ the King for 10 faithful years in
service to God through Parents For Life.
“At that time the disciples approached Jesus and said, “Who is
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” He called a child over, placed
it in their midst, and said, “Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and
become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.
Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 18: 1-4

The first LIFE TEEN event was Mass at Metropolitan Park.
Can you believe this was ten years ago?
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The priest continues the
work of redemption on
earth...
The Priesthood is the love
of the heart of Jesus.
-Cure of Ars

August, 2008

