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by Barbara Boutte

If you attend the 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass you’ve
seen young children leaving church after the opening prayer and returning during
the offering. Where do they go? What do they learn?

Last spring the teachers from our parish school began presenting lessons to
children, pre-K through 2nd grade in the Gathering Area during Mass.
The lessons provide our younger children with an interpretation of the
Sunday readings and gospel and are based on the Lectionary for
Children’s Masses. The children learn basic Bible stories, have an
opportunity to ask questions, sing songs, and complete a simple
hands-on activity without disturbing those around them in church.
Of course, children who have received First Holy Communion are
encouraged to fully participate in the Mass with adult parishioners.

The number of children participating in “children’s church” has
continued to grow and our teachers continue to volunteer to make the
extra effort to prepare and present lessons at this particular Mass.

Katherine Richmond says, “I love listening to the Bible stories and doing
activities which help me to love Jesus more, because I love God as much as Father Thanh and Father Zehler!” Her
grandmother, Susan Riker, says, “My grandchildren look forward to this time and are always excited to share the lesson
or stories they have learned.” Young children love to sing “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so,” and when
they attend children’s church they hear weekly stories confirming His great love.

“Jesus loves me, this I know …”
Children’s Church Told Me So
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It’s hard to believe that we are in the last days of November…the
month of Thanksgiving. Our nation’s history is steeped in stories of its
struggle for growth and for survival and the story of the first
Thanksgiving is one of them. In 1621, the Plymouth colonists and
Wampanoag Indians shared an Autumn feast. During the year before, the
pilgrims faced many hardships. Many of them died. With heavy hearts
full of sorrow those who survived that year came together to celebrate and
give thanks to God for bringing them to this new land; the bounty they
derived from it; and for the new friends, who helped them in their time of
need. They celebrated for many days and enjoyed such foods as goose,
duck, partridge, deer and wild turkey along with pumpkin, peas, beans
and grapes. 

This celebration of thanks held great meaning and importance over
time. So much so that in 1782 in the state of New Hampshire congress
ordered a proclamation that recommended that a day be set aside each
November 28 as a solemn thank you to God for all his mercies. Then at
the end of the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln, our 16th president, designated
it a national holiday of Thanksgiving in the hopes that it might bring hope
and healing in our badly torn nation.

Today as a united nation we still celebrate Thanksgiving on the last
Thursday in November. Throughout the years it has never lost its purpose.
This year many of us come with heavy hearts. Our country is at war with
Iraq. We have lost many lives there, and at home many of our loved ones
have also died, some violently. Here in our own back yard we have
experienced once again the ravages of storms which have meant a drain
on our resources because of flooding in our streets and yards, and damage
to our homes including our church sanctuary. Our economy has
plummeted and in its struggle to recover has radically moved up and
down, affecting everyone. And yet we give thanks for the treasure of life
and hope that while we are healing from our losses we appreciate life

even more and do all
we can to save it. 

Survival and
growth … as you
know during this
month of November,
we put out a list at our
Baptismal Font of
those who had lost
their lives in the past
year — the Book of
the Dead. We take a
break from our daily
lives and give thanks
for their lives and to
give thanks that we
are among those
blessed. For blessed
are they that mourn.
And also it is the time
of harvest, the time to
gather and count the
gifts in our lives and
to give thanks and
praise to God, the
giver of all that is
good and for his
gracious assistance in our time of distress.

For me personally, I thank God for stewardship that is still alive in our
parish. The true stewardship of giving of oneself for the sake of others …
the obvious example is our ongoing 40+ ministries. 

I am very grateful to everyone who shared their time, talent, and
treasure to help us to clean up the mess and repair the damages done to
our sanctuary  by tropical storm Fay. 

I thank God for our celebrations. Our school ministries gave a
wonderful example of stewardship by organizing a successful Octoberfest
that gave us reason to celebrate in the face of adversity.

I thank God for love and friendship and goodbyes. I cannot say
enough about our music director, liturgist and my friend, Bernie
Sans…his help throughout my time here has been invaluable and I thank
him for his dedication to God and for sharing his talents and time with us
at Christ the King these past 14 years. It is hard to say goodbye but I pray
for his fruitful ministry.

This year as we go into December and the new year let us continue to
celebrate Thanksgiving with this Pauline message:

Be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing and praying to the Lord in our hearts, giving
thanks always for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God
the Father. (Ephesians 5:18-20)

Christ the King
Christmas Penance Service Monday, December 15 at

7:00 p.m.
What better way to prepare for the birth of our Lord?
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What’s Happening

We woud like to welcome the following individuals and families to
Christ the King Community

We would like to acknowledge the following parishioners who were
recently united into the  Sacrament of Marriage.

Marriages:

Letters

Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier cer-
tain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the
Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct
quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,
if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not
capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

--------------

Mr. & Mrs. Errol Gonzales
Mrs. Nina Ton
Mr. & Mrs. Leroy Hicks
Ms. Christine Klein
Ms. Tiffany Thibault
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Kress
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Castro
Ms. Manjola Rajta
Mr. Elmo Gonzales, Jr.
Mr. Gregorio Manalili
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Perrin
Mr. & Mrs. Erik Reed
Ms. Gina Manalili
Ms. Carri Case

Mr. Robby Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Duc Nguyen
Anh Q. Tran
Ms. Pauline Garjah
Mr. & Mrs. Hugo Sandoval
Mr. & Mrs. John Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. Khup Mung
Ms. Charito Timones
Mr. & Mrs. Amado Malonjao
Ms. Jaclyn Praxedes
Ms. Cecile Beavogui
Ms. Marie Jean Baptiste
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Seminario

The’Khac Do and Hang Thu Thi Tran on June 2, 2008
Eduardo A. Galavis and Paulette DeMoya on June 28, 2008
Zachary Lowell Dadisman and Andrea Michelle Anthony on Aug. 9, 2008
Truong Van Nguyen and Thuhoa Emily Tran on Aug. 16, 2008
Daniel Black and Brenna Burke on Aug. 30, 2008
Tai Dang Chau and Lyna Thi Le on Oct. 18, 2008
Johann Errique Schnell and Lauren Mariea Jenkins on Oct. 25, 2008

Samuel Fredrick Militante
Isabella Regina Winn
Elizabeth Jane Young
Cosmo Xavier Sian
Wade Cy Losenara
Jordan Daniel Fenner
Sofia Vanessa Campbell
David Do
Adeline Rose Watson
Maxwell Ibera Gonzales

Riley Vincent Perrin
Sang Thi Maria Nguyen
Rayden David
John Joseph McSwain
Rachel Anne Bilbray
Tre Leon Walker
Sebastian Bryce Barrett
Miguel Siu Fernandez
Avylon Leighann James

Michael B. Hartsfield
Rosemary Alice Sullivan
Kathleen Mary Hood
Ermest Javier
Genevieve Grochmal
Teresa Obst

Evelyn A. Guilfoyle
Inez Clark Geissman
Arthur John Tiedtke
Martha Cumbee
Maxine B. Windon
Mary E. Boehart Schmahl

Dear Father Thanh,

The Guardian Catholic schools would like to thank you for your gen-
erous gift in the amount of $4,135. Your donation to Guardian and the two
schools, Holy Rosary and Saint Pius V, helps to provide more than 390
students with an outstanding educational experience.

We are currently in our 13th year and have made significant strides
since our beginning in 1995. We’ve provided over 1,600 scholarships and
more than $4,000,000 in school support. It’s because of donors like you
that these accomplishments are possible…

We would like to invite you to join us at our tours of one of the
schools at your earliest convenience and to bring a friend!

Sincerely,
Lori Rush
The Guardian Catholic Schools

The following people are recently deceased memebers of our parish for
whom we offer our special prayers.

Several months ago I requested extra holy cards and small religious
relics to give to my kindergarten class to further develop their religious
knowledge as well as to be used as an incentive to improve their liturgi-
cal songs, responsiveness, and sacred behavior at Mass and other reli-
gious times. I have been bountifully blessed and my “Angel bag” is brim-
ming to the top.

Additionally, I would like to say a special thank you to some anony-
mous person who filled my “wishing well” request, which was a LARGE
one, for a manipulative center for my children. I never heard a response
for my request and I certainly understood because of the amount being so
LARGE. A little over a week ago I received an envelope in my teacher
mail box with $100 and a picture of the center I had hoped to get my
Kindergarteners.

This is the only method I know to say thank you for giving – a gra-
cious, unselfish gift – given in the manner Jesus asks – not seeking praise
for self, but giving with a humble heart.

From your very grateful teacher, 
Marge Jenkins, Kindergarten A

Dear Father Thanh,

Thank you for your time for our presentation and your consideration
to partner with the Salvation Army to ring bells this Christmas season.

I understand your present commitments and they are impressive
indeed.

I have heard about your good works in the community, and your
church is privileged to have your leadership.

Thank you,
Joan Bender
Kettle Coordinator

Editors note: The above letter was received from Salvation Army who
sought help from Christ the King for their Holiday“Bell Ringing” pro-
gram. Father Thanh responded with a letter outlining the many charita-
ble programs of Christ the King Church such as The St Vincent DePaul
Society, The Advent Tree Ministry, Christ the King Clinic, Habijax
Ministry, Council of Catholic Women, Right to Life, and Bishop W.
Thomas Larkin Council of Knights of Columbus, many of which have
been ongoing for many years. We declined not because their program is
not very worthwhile and needed, but for reasons set out above.

--------------

The  Courier  Staff  would  like  extend
their  warmest  wishes  of  a  Blest  and
Joyous  Christmas  and  New  Year.
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by Carol-Ann Black

“More than a human being, a hero, a saint—-Father Kapaun was at
first an enigma, as all simple men are. You wondered why he did some of
the things he did. …He was a man without personal motives, without any
regard for his personal safety or comfort. He simply did what his moral
and ethical code told him was his duty.” Said  Dr. Clarence Anderson, a
prisoner of war with Father Kapaun.

Where does such a man come from? What paths did he choose as he
approached his life’s work? His life was an illustration of the statement
that “It is simple, maybe not easy, but simple.” From his earliest days
Emil Kapaun seemed to know what was the right and good thing to do.
And he did it.

Emil Kapaun was born April 20, 1916 in Pilsen, Kansas, a Czech-
Bohemian farm community north of Witchita. His parents, Enos and
Bessie (Elizabeth) farmed 160 acres during hard times. As many people
prospered through the roaring twenties, farmers struggled as prices for
their crops fell. Ultimately, some families actually burned corn for heat. It
was cheaper than oil or coal. Electricity didn’t come until the ‘30’s.

The focus of community life in Pilsen was the church, St. John of
Nepomucene, patron saint of Bohemia. Masses were said in the Bohemian
language. The ties to the old country were strong. Emil attended a public
school, staffed by the Sister Adorers of the Precious Blood who were
hired by the local school district. He was a good student with good
attendance, and early on announced that he would like to grow up to be
just like Father Sklenar, the pastor at St. Johns.

By 1930 he was already considering mission work with the St.
Columban Mission Society. To finish high school and to be exposed to the
classes he would need for the priesthood, Father Sklenar helped to arrange
for Emil to attend Conception Abbey in Conception, Missouri. After high
school graduation, Emil remained at Conception for two years to do
college work, and then he went on to Kenrick Seminary in St. Louis. He
was ordained June 9, 1940 and said his first public Mass at St. John’s in
his hometown of Pilsen.

By now world events were beginning to loom large for the young
priest. He concluded that Hitler and Nazism would ultimately be dealt
with by the allies and the free world, but that Communism would be the
next world challenge. Little did he know how it would affect him
personally. More immediate, however, was his concern for his first
assignment. This became a special challenge for him. He was posted to his
home parish of St. John of Nepomucene as assistant to Father Sklenar,
who had been a priest by that time for 49 years and had never had an
assistant. Emil Kapaun became not only assistant to the pastor, but the
general all-round handyman. He said Masses, of course (in Bohemian)
and performed other priestly duties. But when these were done he
gardened, painted, did the plumbing, gave religious instruction, and
refereed parish sports.

From childhood he kept a diary of his personal life. This expanded to
include parish life, and provided an interesting view of a unique era in the
life of the Church in America. The immigrant church was still a strong
presence with language and social customs of the home country. As the
1940s progressed, the young men from Kansas were being called up to
serve in the armed forces. Father Kapaun was becoming restless and
requested permission to enter the chaplain corp. His bishop denied him
more than once, but did relent to the extent that he would be allowed to
serve as a volunteer at a newly-created military base in Herrington,
Kansas. The huge influx of recruits created the need for local clergy to
assist as volunteers to serve the spiritual needs of these young men.

Finally in August of 1944, Bishop Winkelmann agreed to release
Father Kapaun to serve as a chaplain in the army. The hard conditions of

his early life prepared him
well for the physical
efforts required in his
basic training and his
ensuing assignments. He
served at several bases in
the United States, and then
was sent to Burma, where
he not only served the
military personnel, but
became acquainted with
the work of the Columban
Missioners in the area. He
was particularly impressed
with the priests he met
who had been held by the
Japanese in prison camps,
and when released at the
end of the war, returned to
their previous posts to
continue their mission

work. Again Father
Kapaun was thinking in
their direction. 

Emil Kapaun was
mustered out of the army
in June, 1946 and returned
to Kansas, where he made
a retreat at Conception
Abbey and then was sent
back to Pilsen and St. John
of Nepomucene. He did
graduate work in education
at Catholic University in
Washington, D.C. and
from there he was able to
do summer training for
army reservists at Carlisle
Barracks, Pennsylvania.
Again, after his time in
Washington, he returned to
Pilsen. By this time,
however, being pastor
where he had grown up
was becoming less
rewarding for him. He
yearned to return to the active chaplaincy to make use of his education,
and his wartime experience. 

Ultimately, Father Kapaun reentered the army in November of 1948.
He went from Fort Bliss, Texas to Seattle to Japan as a member of the 8th
Cavalry Regiment of the 1st Cavalry Division training constantly. On
May 1, 1950, North Korea invaded South Korea. Kapaun’s opinion was
firm—-this was to be a clash between Soviet Communism and the United
States.

His unit arrived in Korea where they were needed desperately. And
they went into action immediately. They were inadequately supplied and
trained, and the death and destruction all around made him wonder if he
would survive to the end. He quickly established a reputation for being
solely concerned for the welfare of his men. In addition, having grown up
farming, he sympathized with the poor peasants fleeing the battles that
were waging all around them. He understood their suffering too. 

Close to the front lines all the time, Father Kapaun would set up to say
Mass at any possible opportunity. Lt. Robert Mack drew a detailed word
picture of how the chaplain looked: To the best of my recollection, Father
Kapaun’s normal appearance was that of a gaunt man, nearly 6 feet tall,
wearing rumpled fatigues, with his chalice securely held in a canteen
cover attached to his belt, with other accoutrements for saying Mass slung
over his shoulder. He was indeed saintly and manly in his appearance.
(Maher, A Shepherd in Combat Boots, p. 96) Besides saying Mass he gave
instructions to “his boys” who requested it; wrote letters to the families of
those who were hurt or had died; wrote more letters to his bishop and
more to his family and friends at home.

By September the fortunes of war had gone from bad to worse. Winter
was closing in and they had no winter uniforms or equipment. On October
30, the Chinese who had been massing in Manchuria crossed the border
into North Korea and descended upon the US forces in the South. Within
a few days hundreds of soldiers of the 3rd Battalion and their Catholic
chaplain were decimated by the Chinese forces and taken prisoner. Father
Kapaun and “his boys” would now know a different kind of suffering.

The prisoners marched for two weeks to the north. Those unable to
walk were simply left behind. The Chinese provided very poor rations and
not infrequently simply didn’t feed the men for two or more days. It was
a way to wear the men down, and to destroy their morale. The situation
called for leadership and character. As a youngster, writing in his diary,
Father Kapaun recognized the importance of setting good example. Now
he was called upon to do just that. 

When they reached their first camp, Father Kapaun was largely
ignored by the Chinese. Although he was a commissioned officer, they
regarded him as less so. Therefore, while other officers were endlessly
interrogated, he took advantage of his relative freedom and spent as much
time as possible with the enlisted men, caring for their physical needs as
well as their spiritual ones. He never missed an opportunity to pray the
rosary with the men. When they were hungry, he would scrounge and steal
what he could to share with everyone. When others stole food and
hoarded for themselves, he didn’t lecture or correct. He simply prayed
over the new supply of food “which we can share equally.” Hoarding
ended.

Over time the prison camp was moved to several different locations,
necessitating long cold marches by the weakened men. Ultimately, the
Communists came to realize the power and influence Kapaun had over the
men, and they separated him from them. But he always found a way to 

Emil Kapaun, Chaplain, U S Army

continued on next page
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Emil Kapaun,
Chaplain, U S Army

by Yolanda Cerqueira 

For those of you who have not had the
pleasure of meeting our new priest-in-resi-
dence, let me introduce him to you by way of
this article. His name is Father Marek Dzien.
He is hard to miss as he is a tall, strapping
young priest whom you might not be surprised
to see on a football field in his earlier days.
Father Marek comes to us from Ecuador in
South America, but he was born and raised in
Debica, which is near Cracovia in Poland. 

Father Marek is the middle child in a fami-
ly of three. His parents continue to reside in
Poland as well as an older sister and a younger
brother and both are married.

Although he doesn’t look old enough,
Father Marek has been a priest for 13 years.
Five he spent in Poland working in two differ-
ent parishes spreading the Good News to his
flock. But Father was destined to do other
things and he was chosen to go into the mis-
sionary field in South America. For this our
priest-in-residence had to spend two years
readying himself for the missionary field.
Working in South America outside the big
cities requires a great deal of preparation not the least of which is to learn
Spanish. It’s not only learning the language but the culture and ways of
the people which can be very different from the European culture. In addi-
tion, Father had to become familiar with tropical diseases because it is still
not uncommon to contract malaria or dengue, a disease transmitted by
mosquitoes. 

In 2002 Father was sent to the town of Quevedo, Ecuador where he
labored for six years between Quevedo and another town by the name of
Mocache. If you think we have poverty here, it is nothing compared to
what one finds in some South American countries. The sanitation condi-
tions remain deplorable; there is little chance for advancement; and the

gap between the rich and the poor is very wide.
None of these things discouraged Father Marek.
He found the people to be warm and hospitable
with a vibrant faith in God. When Father went to
Ecuador there were only a very few Polish mis-
sionary priests there, but before he left, that num-
ber had expanded to twenty. There are never
enough to do the work of the Lord. 

When Father finished his six years in
Ecuador, he expressed a desire to go to the
United States and work. He was granted permis-
sion to come here to the St. Augustine Diocese
and assigned to Christ the King Parish with the
mission of learning the English language. Father
arrived here in August of this year and is current-
ly enrolled at the University of North Florida in
their English immersion program. As this is
being written, he has been studying English for a
little over two months and his knowledge of the
language is amazing. To get this point across
Father said Mass in English in the last week of
October for the 6:30 regulars and didn’t miss a
beat! 

This writer was curious and so asked him
how he was able to accomplish this feat. Father
said he had a strong desire to learn and believes

this, with a good professor, coupled with sufficient time, could even
enable one to learn Mandarin Chinese. Maybe for Father Marek, but for
the rest of us, it would be a different story. 

How long will Father be in the United States? He didn’t have a defin-
itive answer but said, “I have a contract to be here for five years and after
that I just don’t know.” 

One could not interview this very interesting man and not ask him,
“What are your impressions so far of the people of this country?” He
replied very quickly that we were good people. “The thing that surprised
me is the Church. In Europe people think that in the United States you
think only about money; but here your churches are full, and you pray to
God, but in Europe the churches are empty.” 

Welcoming Father Marek Dzien 

There is still much to tell about this extraordinary talented young
priest such as in his free time he enjoys reading historical novels and he
does watch some television, mostly news, or Discovery or History
Channel. Listening to the news helps him with his English particularly
reading the running commentary at the bottom of the screen. Yes, he has
been following our elections and his comment was that he knows Joe the
Plumber and that he (Joe) seems to be for McCain. A true diplomat! 

Father has gotten to know only a few people of the parish so far. It is
not hard to understand the reason for this. He is laboring under a false
impression that his English is not good enough (totally false) and does not
want to say something that might be misunderstood.  Another reason is
that he is a full time student and is away from the parish during the week-
days and in the evenings he is occupied with homework. Those who are
fortunate enough to be 6:30 a.m. regulars probably know him best. As you
can see there is a photo of him with this article; so the next time you run
into him, do what we do best here at Christ the King and that is to give
him a great big smile and welcome him with a warm, “Hello, Father,
we’re so glad you are with us.” Christ the King people are renowned for
their welcoming ways and we just need to show that to one of our own,—
Father Marek Dzien.

L’ARCH HARBOR HOUSE NATIVITY

The twenty-first Annual L’Arche Harbor House
Living Nativity

featuring core members of the homes
on Arlington Road

will take place Friday, December 12, 2008 at 7
p.m.

at 
San Juan del Rio Catholic Church, 1714-3 State

Road 13, Jacksonville, Florida.

A reception will follow in the church hall. All are
invited to attend this beautiful event.

reach these needy soldiers. As in Pilsen, no task was beneath him and he
cleaned latrines; bathed those with dysentery; washed ragged clothes and
bandages.

Finally, his health began to fail too. He continued to give to others his
clothing and his food that they needed more than he did. His leg had been
injured in a fall, and it never healed correctly. The same happened with a
bruised eye. When the American doctors (also prisoners) demanded med-
icine from the Chinese, they were repeatedly refused. Those who collab-
orated with the Chinese were cared for medically, but not this priest who
was such a thorn in their side. In May, 1951 he was moved to the prison
hospital, called the “dying place.” No one left it alive. Before going to the
“dying place”, he entrusted his flock to the Protestant chaplain in the
camp and tasked various men to lead others in rosary and readings from
the Bible. He asked his friend, Lt. Walter Mayo, to tell his bishop that he
died a happy death. And death came on May 23, 1951, the feast of St.
Demetrious, who also had been murdered because of his Christian faith.

Father Kapaun was buried in a mass grave, which was subsequently
bulldozed and planted to a garden.

A year after his death, a friend of Emil Kapaun’s asked for permission
to lead a memorial service for him. The answer was an emphatic no. The
Communists still feared the spirit of Father Emil Kapaun.

The Distinguished Service Cross was presented in October, 1952 to
his parents at St. John Nepomucene in Pilsen, Kansas. In part it read

Chaplain Kapaun, with complete disregard for his personal safety,
calmly moved among the wounded men, giving them medical aid
and easing their fears. His courageous manner inspired all those
present and many men who might otherwise have fled in panic
were encouraged by his presence and remained to fight the enemy.
(Maher, Shepherd in Combat Boots, p. 157)

I have offered a brief description of the life of Father Emil Kapaun,
and hope that it is clear why his cause for sainthood has been opened. In
addition I have referred to the book, Shepherd in Combat Boots, by
William Maher. It is very readable and very available on the internet or in
book stores. 
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“Saul, Saul, Why are you persecuting me?”
by Mickey Kenny

Unlike the apostles who followed Jesus in His ministry on earth, Paul
was a well-educated Pharisee, brought up as a Roman citizen, part of the
influential strata of society, in the metropolitan area of Tarsus. He was

familiar with Greek and
Latin as well as Hebrew.
As a Pharisidic Jew he
saw his worthiness in life
and before God in terms
defined by his adherence
to the Law and his life
within the Law. 

At the time of Paul’s
conversion he had just
taken part in the stoning
of Stephen because of his
deep conviction that this
talk of Jesus as the
Messiah was going to
totally undermine the
Law and his God. Paul
had dedicated himself to
tracking down all of
these believers and
annihilating them and
their threat to Pharisidic
Judaism. Paul was on his
way to Damascus to hunt
down a group of these

people.
The explosive conversion of St. Paul was certainly the defining

moment in the life of St. Paul and, indeed, all the early Church. From his
response to his conversion the Church has been blessed with much of the
writing in the New Testament and much in Church teaching.

“Saul, Saul; why are you persecuting me?” And I said, “Who are
you, Lord?” And the Lord said, “I am Jesus whom you are
persecuting.”

Paul knew at
that point that
Jesus Christ was
indeed the
Messiah. God had
told him so and
shown him Jesus,
himself, risen
from the dead.
Paul knew as well
that the followers
of Jesus belong to
God, are part of
God, are the
people of God,
and live in God.
He knew that to
persecute them
was to persecute
God. The changes
for Paul from this
moment on would
require a complete
turn around in his
belief in the Law,

the place of the
Law in his life, and
the direction his life

must now take.
The meaning of conversion actually consists of two parts:   the call

and the change of direction in the living out of the call.
In Acts 26:20 Paul says, 

I preached repentance (metanoia) and conversion to God by the
practice of works fit for repentance.

The Greek word metanoia is carefully used and means a turning
generally translated as repentance in a positive way. It is maintained that
the word literally means to change one’s mind, and carries a sense of
repentance used in a positive sense. “Spicq notes that repentance is an
expression of regret, sorrow, or disgust. ... in the New Testament,
metanoia retains this basic meaning, but is used almost exclusively for the

attitude of unbelievers and sinners returning to God, and they are laden
with a new theological density; they form an essential part of the kerygma
lexicon, urging conversion to Christianity.”*

Father Thanh spoke in a homily, “Christian discipleship is a costly
adventure. It requires reordering of one’s values and human relationships.
This requirement cannot be practiced if we rely on our human strength.
We need God’s wisdom to help us in making and keeping our
commitment to the Gospel. ... We need God to finish our journey of
discipleship with joy and success.” This is the essence of the conversion
experience. 

In I Thessalonians 1:9 Paul says,
For they report concerning us what a welcome we had among you,
and you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God. 

Notice the phrase “to serve a living and true God.” Because Paul has
come to know that Jesus identifies Himself with the body of the Church,
it is apparent that part of the call to conversion is to serve. The concept of
conversion thus takes on the meaning of a call to make life in Christ an
example of service through the love of Christ. Conversion takes on a life-
long obligation to give, to serve, to make the effort knowing that God’s
grace is God’s gift to us we cannot earn, but believe in and rely upon to
live our life in Christ.

That I might learn to know him and the power of his resurrection,
and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that if
possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have
already obtained this or am already perfect; but I press on to make it my
own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brethren, I do not
consider that I have made it my own; but one thing I do, forgetting what
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Philippians
3:10-14 

Paul expressed in this letter what Father G. T. Montague** says,
“Even Paul admitted that he was still on the road to salvation, that
... he strains forward to what lies ahead, pressing on toward the
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”

While the call to conversion was dramatic and had immediate results
in Paul’s life, it is never complete until the journey is over. 

Now Saul, still breathing murderous threats against the disciples of
the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the

synagogues in Damascus, that, if he should find any men or women
who belonged to the Way, he might bring them back to Jerusalem in
chains.  On his journey, as he was nearing Damascus, a light from

the sky suddenly flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard
a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”
He said, “Who are you, sir?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom

you are persecuting. Now get up and go into the city and you will be
told what you must do.” The men who were traveling with him stood
speechless, for they heard the voice but could see no one.  Saul got

up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see
nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him to Damascus.
For three days he was unable to see, and he neither ate nor drank.

There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias, and the Lord said
to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” The

Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight and
ask at the house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul. He is
there praying, and (in a vision) he has seen a man named Ananias
come in and lay (his) hands on him, that he may regain his sight.”
But Ananias replied, “Lord, I have heard from many sources about

this man, what evil things he has done to your holy ones in
Jerusalem. And here he has authority from the chief priests to

imprison all who call upon your name.” But the Lord said to him,
“Go, for this man is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name
before Gentiles, kings, and Israelites, and I will show him what he
will have to suffer for my name.” So Ananias went and entered the

house; laying his hands on him, he said, “Saul, my brother, the Lord
has sent me, Jesus who appeared to you on the way by which you
came, that you may regain your sight and be filled with the holy
Spirit.” Immediately things like scales fell from his eyes and he

regained his sight. He got up and was baptized, and when he had
eaten, he recovered his strength.  He stayed some days with the

disciples in Damascus, and he began at once to proclaim Jesus in
the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.

Acts 9:1-28:

Annibale Carracci, The conversion of Saul, 1600

Caravaggio, The Conversion on the Way to Damascus,
1600, Cerasi Chapel, Santa del Popolo, Rome

Continued next page
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WW Meyer*** comments that “Paul’s con-
version was a lifelong process, a lifetime of faithful decisions he made...in
offering his life to the Lord.” 

Father Thanh in a homily put it this way, “Jesus is asking us to live by
faith.  Faith is a way. It is external as well as internal. Faith is a way of
moving through life, a way of doing life. It has to do with what moves
you. Faith is as much in the hands and feet as in the head and heart. Faith
is a way of living.”

What a beautiful phrase, “a way of doing life” and how defining of a
life in Christ. 

If there is no change of direction, the call to change is not really a con-
version. Father Thanh said in another homily, “You are witnesses.  Like
the apostles you, too, testify to Jesus ... and rightly so.  But simply to tes-
tify is not enough. What today’s men and women look for in you, expect
from you, is some sign that you have experienced what you are proclaim-
ing. You will move hearts only if it comes through to them that you have
seen Jesus, have been fired by His presence, have experienced that pres-
ence in yourself ... in the proclaimed word and in the blessed bread. “

Paul believed in his call and conversion as God acting personally in
his life and directing him to go and preach the Good News to the gentiles.
As he wrote in his letter to the Galatians 1:11-12, 15-16

Now I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel preached by me
is not of human origin. For I did not receive it from a human
being, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation of Jesus
Christ ... But ... (God), who from my mother’s womb had set me
apart and called me through his grace, was pleased to reveal his
Son to me, so that I might proclaim him to the Gentiles...

Thus the life of Paul as missionary to the gentiles began. We follow
his journeys as he works through his conversion. At the same time we are
urged to meditate on our own conversion, our own journey through life.
Am I growing more in tune with Jesus Christ? Is God’s will my will?
Would my family members see my love of God in me? Would my friends
see that God matters in my life? How about the checkout person at Publix,
the survey caller on the phone, or my friends who talk politics on the

“other” side? Do I remember that, while “heaven” may be the destination,
conversion is the road to travel?

*Spicq C. Theological Lexicon of the New Testament, Volume II
of III. Henderson Publishers, Peabody, Massachusetts, 1994. And 
Http://jesuschristsavior.net/Conversion.html.
**Montague, GT. Maturing in Christ , St. Paul’s Program for
Christian Growth. The Bruce Publishing Company, Milwaukee,
1964. 
***Myer WW. Sermon - the Conversion of St. Paul. Anglican
Theological Review, 85:13-17, 2003.

The Conversion of Saul, Michelangelo Buonarroti, 1542-45 Fresco, 
Cappella Paolina, Palazza Pontifici, Vatican

THE PRAYING HANDS
by Frank Becht

Upon reading my article on the Morning
Offering, Father Neil Carr, a former Pastoral
Associate, called me saying he enjoyed my arti-
cle. He stated that was the first prayer he said
each morning but wondered if I knew the story
behind “The Praying Hands.” Of course I didn’t,
so he gave me a brief account of what he had
learned from an archbishop friend of his. As
result of researching the subject, the following is
the historical information on the very common
drawing.

In the fifteenth century, there was a small vil-
lage near Nuremberg, in central Bavaria in
Southwest Germany in which lived a family of
eighteen children. Needless to say that to support
this large family, the father and head of the fami-
ly, a goldsmith, worked eighteen hours a day.
Despite this hopeless condition, two of Albrecht
Durer’s children had a dream.

The two sons both wanted to pursue their tal-
ent for art; they knew full well that their father
could not financially afford to send them to the
Art Academy in Nuremberg. The boys decided to
toss a coin to decide who would go, with the loser
working the nearby mines to support his brother.
When that brother completed his studies he
would support the other brother in the academy.

They tossed the coin and Albrecht Durer won
the toss and went off to Nuremberg.

His brother Albert went down into the danger-
ous mines for the next four years financing
Albrecht, whose work at the academy was very
successful. His oil paintings were so successful
that by the time he graduated, he was earning siz-
able fees for his commissioned works.

When Albrecht returned to his village, his
family held a festive homecoming to celebrate his
accomplishments. Albrecht offered to fulfill his
agreement and support Albert, but Albert sorrow-
fully declined due to severe injuries to his hands
from injuries suffered in the mines. It was too
late.

To recognize and thank his brother for his
sacrifice, Albrecht painstakingly drew his broth-
er’s abused hands with palms together stretched
skyward. He called his powerful drawing simply
“Hands” but the world renamed them “The
Praying Hands” as a tribute.

Since the actual drawing of the hands in 1508,
hundreds of masterful portraits, pen sketches,
watercolors and other engravings hang in the
great museums the world. Many may be hanging
in our homes without realizing the story behind
the painting of the brother’s abused hands.

“Saul, Saul, Why are you persecuting me?”
continued from prior page

For Our
Confirmandi...

by Lucille Guzzone

This year, in keeping with the dioce-
san policy of more parish participation in
sacramental preparation and reception,
parishioners are invited and encouraged to
write prayerful words of love, support,
and good wishes to our confirmation class.
A large basket will be placed in the gath-
ering area of the church from November
15 to December 7. Parishioners are asked
to drop off a little note into the receptacle
before and after Mass any weekend during
those dates. Notes can be a simple prayer,
personal memories and reflection of one’s
own confirmation, congratulatory words
of accomplishment, or hope for a future
life of flourishing spirituality. 

Please participate in this wonderful
opportunity to be part of a special time in
these youngsters’ lives. The students will
collect your letters at the 9:00 a.m. Mass,
on December 14.
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Thanks and God be with you Bernie
Harriet E. Hughes
Adult Choir – Handbell Choir 

I have never in my life been
kicked in the stomach but on Sunday,
September 21, 2008 I felt as if I
knew exactly how it would feel.
Father Thanh and Father Zehler
announced that Dr. Bernie Sans had
accepted the position of Music
Director at the Cathedral in St.
Augustine and would therefore be
leaving Christ the King in late
November. It was no secret that
Bishop Galeone has long recognized
Bernie’s talents, skills, energies and
tremendous Catholic faith. In 1994 Monsignor Danaher commented after
interviewing him that he certainly hoped Bernie would accept the job at
Christ the King “because he will be very good.” Truer words were never
spoken and now in the fall of 2008 I have been asked to prepare a farewell
article as Dr. Sans leaves Christ the King to begin his new position with
Bishop Galeone and Father Tom Willis at the Cathedral in St. Augustine. 

Our congratulations
have to go out to Bernie
as he has been truly
honored by being
selected as the Music
Director at the Cathedral.
We have been blessed to
have had him at Christ
the King for as long as
we have. At the same
time, our hearts are
breaking because through
the years Bernie has
become such an

important person to each of us. Bernie came on board at Christ the King
in the summer of 1994, and I would dare say the music program has not
been the same since. Can anyone in the parish say they do not
remember the weekend of September 11, 2001? Bernie’s
selection of music was masterful on that unprecedented
occasion. How about all of the musical activities during
our anniversary year? There is just not time to name all
of Bernie’s accomplishments during the last fifteen
years at Christ the King.

Upon his arrival at Christ the King, Bernie first
organized an adult choir and introduced music to the
choir and congregation that allowed parishioners to
more fully participate in the Mass. Dr. Sans
subsequently organized an adult handbell choir and
eventually a funeral choir as well. The choir members
consider themselves part of a real family with very
close ties and tight bonds. It is extremely difficult to bid
farewell to one of our own.

Bernie’s tenure at Christ the King brought music to
the parish that some never knew existed. The choir has
learned a great deal from him not only about music but about
church teachings, theology and the liturgy. Judging from
numerous compliments received from the congregation, visiting
priests and our own parish priests, Bernie’s efforts through the choir have
been fruitful. I have been told that Bernie’s endeavors through the choir
have brought lapsing Catholics back into the fold. Through the years

Bernie has been friends with
countless composers and has had
works of music dedicated to him by
these composers.   Bernie himself is
a composer but spent so much of his
free time working in, about, and for
Christ the King Parish that he found
little opportunity to do much
composing.

Bernie has always worked long
hours without complaining,
performing innumerable jobs which
do not come close to falling within
his “job description.” To say Bernie
“will be missed” is the
understatement of all times. There
are no words to adequately describe
the void that will be felt after the 11:00 a.m. Mass on November 23, 2008
when Bernie will no longer belong to Christ the King, but rather he will
belong to the Cathedral.

Choir practices always begin with prayer and usually end with
laughter. We have convinced ourselves
through the years that God has a sense of
humor and he gave us one as well which
we are expected to use. That is what
Bernie told us at the top of the list of
rules, which he presented to us when he
arrived in 1994 was the statement “The
Director is never wrong.” I trust that
God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - has
laughed at us and with us during many
rehearsals.

Once Bernie has left Christ the King,
the various choirs will continue under a
new director, yet to be chosen.   The
applicants will all be aware of the fact
that they will be attempting to fill some
tremendous shoes. Current choir

members are committed to doing everything in their power to
welcome the new director whoever he or she may be. At the time

of this writing, we are all praying that the selection committee
may be guided in the task before them. Their job will not be

an easy one, but Bernie has selflessly volunteered to assist
in any way he can. He was hoping that a successor would
be chosen prior to his departure, so he could assist his
replacement in becoming acclimated to Christ the King.
However, the selection committee wisely decided not to
rush such an important decision and, therefore, it is
doubtful that a replacement will be at Christ the King
before Bernie’s departure. Everyone is asked to keep the
selection committee in their prayers.

Bernie, in closing, our thoughts and prayers will be
with you always as we will never forget the impact you

had on each of our lives. Our memories are countless and
varied and, as old as we may get, those memories will

remain with us. Further, I know that I can speak on behalf of
each choir member when I say that none of us shall ever sing

the song “Chicken Feathers” or look at a Hall’s cough drop
without thinking of you. God be with you, Bernie, and may the

words of the Irish Blessing continue to ring in your heart as you undertake
new challenges. “And until we meet again, May God hold you in the palm
of His hand.” Lastly, Bernie, GET OVER IT!!
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THE RED MASS
by Darlene O’Neal

The tradition of the Red Mass dates back to the Medieval Era. It orig-
inated in Paris, France and became a traditional custom in England and
Italy. This special Mass is intended to bring together all facets of govern-
ment and the law, to ask for God’s direction in these important life-chang-
ing positions.

The first American Red Mass was organized to promote Vatican poli-
cies and was held in New York City in 1928 at the Church of St. Andrew.
Red garments are worn, symbolic of the tongues of fire of the Holy Spirit
that descended on the Apostles at Pentecost.

The Red Mass is usually scheduled for the day before the Supreme
Court’s opening session and guidance from the Holy Spirit is asked for all
whose job it is to seek justice. The Mass allows these professionals to
reflect on their beliefs as Catholics on the God-given power and respon-
sibility of all; judges, lawyers, prosecutors, law school professors and stu-
dents, and law enforcement. 

The Diocese of St. Augustine and the Catholic Lawyers Guild contin-
ue this traditional Red Mass within the diocese. Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church in downtown Jacksonville was the selected parish to host
this year’s Red Mass. The Most Reverend Victor Galeone, Bishop of St.
Augustine, celebrated the Mass on October 16, 2008. Concelebrating the
Mass were Monsignor Daniel Logan, Father Ed Murphy, Father Dan
Devore, Father Michael Morgan, and Deacon Paul Consbruck.

The Holy Spirit was called upon throughout the Mass, beginning with
the first reading from Ezekiel, “I will sprinkle water upon you. And I will
put my spirit within you,” to Acts, “John baptized with water; but you
shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” Monsignor Daniel Logan deliv-
ered the homily and reminded those present that as law enforcement, they
should always be able to see Jesus in the face of every criminal. They
should forgive the sin of the crime but not forget the responsibility that
goes with the crime and breaking the law.

Deacon Dave MacNamara was in attendance as well as several other
members of Christ the King parish. The 4th Degree Knights of Columbus
Color Guard added a grand touch of pageantry and St. Joseph’s Choir,
under the direction of Frank and Nicole DeProspo, was outstanding. A
lovely reception was held in the courtyard immediately following the
Mass. 

Nettie Conner
by Ellin Iselin   

“If being proud is a sin, I’m sin-
ning,” Nettie Conner said about her
family. Mrs. Conner is one of the
founding members of Christ the
King, which was established in
1954. Mrs. Conner, who is 90 years
old, raised five children, all of
whom graduated from Christ the
King Catholic School and thereafter,
college. Mrs. Conner’s eldest son,
Herschel Jr., recently passed away
after battling cancer. Mrs. Conner
spoke fondly of her son, who was
named for his father. “He was the
first prefect (altar boy). When
Bishop Larkin was pastor they had
to learn Latin.” 

Those were the early days of
Christ the King before there was even a school building. “When school
first started, they had to go downtown. Immaculate Conception made
room” for the young Christ the King students Mrs. Conner said. “Christ
the King has come a long way,” said Mrs. Conner as she described the
students sitting in folding chairs in the beginning years. 

Mrs. Conner is a native Floridian and so was her husband Herschel.
She said her parents were born and raised in Mayport; Herschel Conner’s
family hailed from Hilliard. They came from different counties and orig-
inally from different religious backgrounds. “My husband’s a convert,”
said Mrs. Conner explaining how Herschel joined the faith before they
were married at Assumption Catholic Church. “His mother was a
Baptist.”

Mrs. Conner said none of her children are in Jacksonville now, but
after earning their collection of college degrees (bachelor’s, master’s, and
PhDs) they all have gone on to distinguished careers. Dan graduated from
Princeton, Jeanie is a registered dietician in North Carolina, Greg is a PhD
and teaches at the University of Miami, and Mark, who also has a PhD.,
is a wildlife researcher. “He’s a deer expert,” Mrs. Conner said.

Similarly, the next generation of Conners is doing well with their fam-
ilies and professions. Herschel Jr.’s three children are Herschel (Trey),
Kristin, and Nathan. Trey, in turn, has two children, Odessa and Aeden.
Kristin is the mother of Eli. Nathan is a Certified Public Accountant in
Miami. Dan’s children are Danielle and Tim. Jeanie has one son, Jeff.
Greg has two daughters: Deidre, who is a reporter for the Florida Times-
Union, and Corrie, a nurse. Mark is the father of a teenager (Melissa, 16)
and a pre-teen (Chris, 12). 

With her love of faith and family intertwined, Mrs. Conner obviously
took Galatians 6:7-8 to heart: qui autem seminat in spiritu de spiritu metet
vitam aeternam (the one who sows for the spirit will reap eternal life from
the spirit.) Indeed, Nettie and Herschel Conner did reap what they sowed,
and Mrs. Conner herself sums it up best.

“I think I have a wonderful family.”

Gem

Call to Adoration
If we are willing only to do what is ordinary then we

can only expect God’s ordinary blessing. Only when we
are willing to do the extraordinary are we guaranteed

of obtaining God’s extraordinary blessings.
Eucharistic adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is

absolutely the extraordinary effort that God is asking
for today in order that He may bestow upon mankind

His extraordinary blessings.
When we are willing to do on earth what is done in

heaven, i.e., adore God perpetually, then God will cre-
ate a “new heaven” and a “new earth.”
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by Carol-Ann Black 

Operating a center to assist women in crisis pregnancies is a labor of love.
Creating a new center is a labor of extraordinary love. In the case of the
new Emergency Pregnancy Services center at 6903 Merrill Road in
Arlington, I would say that it involved not just the love of a like-minded
group of people, but the creativity, energy, and generosity of Tracie Cox
Loftis, the center director, and the multitude of volunteers she gathered
from our community. The property was purchased in June and will open
for its first appointments in mid-September. 

An Open House and Dedication was held on September 16 at the new
facility on Merrill Road. We were able to visit the completely decorated
and equipped center and marvel at the accomplishments of the volunteer
force. The property, at one time a private home, more recently a business
office, was dirty, overgrown and neglected. No more! It is immaculately
clean, tastefully decorated, comfortably furnished and equipped to do its
job. It is a place where women can come for help and comfort; where they
will be safe and treated with dignity. 

The list of donors is impressive—Tom and Glory Sullivan, The
Cascone Family Foundation, Dr. Maria Acosta-Rua and family, St.
Vincent’s Foundation, Warren P. Powers Charitable Foundation and Love
of Christ Foundation. They aided in the acquisition of the property. Many
businesses and contractors supplied materials and services at no or low
cost. Primary among them are Mr. Sandless Jax, Creative Engravings,
Safe Touch Security, Elegant Garden and Champion Roofing.

Finally, came the folks who cleaned, painted, fixed, and repaired.
They came largely from the Knights of Columbus, Arlington Council, as
well as other local churches. Specially recognized for his coordination of
this labor pool was Frank Becht, a Past Grand Knight and currently active
member of the council. He saw to it that if a work party was needed, a
work party was on the scene, equipped and ready for the task ahead.
Tracie also recognized the extraordinary dedication to the project of
another Knight, Louie O’Neal and his wife, Darlene. There was no job too
large or too small, too dirty or too onerous. Louie was there because he
knew and could do what needed to be done—without request, without
discussion. The reception room at the Emergency Pregnancy Center has
been dedicated in their honor, and a plaque indicating that fact has been
placed there.

The dedication was spoken by Father Palazzolo, from the Diocesan
Center for Family Life.

The invited guests enjoyed a delicious and varied buffet provided by
Tracie and her staff. But most of all they enjoyed meeting and visiting
with others who helped to create this wonderful facility that will save and
enrich so many lives in our community.

Emergency Pregnancy
Services New Center December Reflections

by Sister Mary Ann Barnhorn

Dear friends,

It is December and try as I
might, I am caught up in
preparations for Christmas that
have nothing to do with the birth of
Jesus. I am always thankful at this
time of year for our Church as we
are called back to the ‘real’ reality
of what Christmas is all about
through the rituals and symbols of
Advent. These weeks of
preparation before Christmas are
all about the ‘coming’ of God into
our world as a little child over 2000
years ago as well as how our God
continues to break into our world
today.

You know, I think symbols
speak louder than words … if we
let them. Advent and Christmas
symbols are really pretty powerful
reminders of God’s action in my
life…and yours…Make the
connection.

Lights…There are lights
everywhere…blinking and
twinkling…begging for us to
notice. Remember then that Jesus is
the light of the world, the light that
has shown in our darkness…Make
the connection.

Every Christmas light, every
Advent and Christmas candle can
remind us of the light of hope and
faith, the light of salvation and
grace, the light of the peace Jesus
promises. When you encounter the
lights in the trees, in the malls, in
our homes…Make the connection.

Christmas trees bring God’s
creation into the celebration of the
incarnation. All creation speaks of
the glory of God…the smell, the

touch, the sight. Look at the
stars…so vast in the night sky. God
is bigger than we can
imagine…Make the connection. 

The Star…leading long ago to
Jesus…remember the journey. The
journey of the shepherds…the
magi…seeking the
savior…remember your journey.
Jesus is the Way. Follow
Him…Make the connection.

The evergreen wreath…a
symbol of the never-ending Love
of God…a sign of eternity …the
promise of life everlasting…Make
the connection.

Presents…we have been given
so many…the divine presence, the
Spirit of God within us. Sometimes
we forget to unwrap the many gifts
given to us with such great
Love…Salvation…Eucharist…Sac
raments…Symbols…Family…Frie
nds…Make the connection.

Sister Mary Ann Barnhorn is
Director of Development, Sister of
Notre Dame de Namur in
Cincinnati, Ohio

She is an acquaintance of Pat
Setser, who submitted this
reflection.

Little Angels Bell Choir
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The Vietnamese
Religious and Cultural Program:

Passing Down the Heritage
by Leslie Ng

After a long, quiet
summer, students and
teachers of the
Vietnamese Religious and
Cultural Program finally
have returned! The school
playground is again a
gathering place for chil-
dren and their families on
Sunday afternoons. While
the children study in
classrooms, parents and
grandparents share their
life experiences with each
other. Men talk politics,
while women discuss eco-
nomics or … fashion.

This year, the
Vietnamese Religious and
Cultural Ministry attracts
more than one hundred
and eighty students, ages
five to sixteen years old,
most of whom are mem-
bers of Christ the King.
Over twenty-five volun-
teers help the ministry to
organize special activi-

ties, plan monthly schedules, and teach Vietnamese language and reli-
gious classes. So far only Vietnamese children have joined, but the pro-
gram is open to children of all ethnic groups.

Most children in the program are American-born who either speak
very little Vietnamese or no Vietnamese at all. However, when graduating
from the program, all of them will be able to not only speak, but also be
able to read and write in Vietnamese.

The teachers who volunteer in the program are very different from
each other. They come from all regions of Vietnam, with unique back-
grounds. Their ages range from early twenties to late sixties, including
graduates of universities or colleges under the Vietnam Republic regime.
We also have former students of our program who want to “pay back” by
teaching or assisting younger classes. Some volunteers can teach begin-
ners who speak only English, while others know Vietnamese well enough
to teach the native dialect (Quoc Ngu) used mostly in poetry and litera-
ture. Together, the volunteers bring their best qualities to the program,
making it a huge success! 

When asked why she decided to teach, Nhuy, a recent graduate of the
program, smiles without hesitation saying, “At first, my parents made me
do it, but I don’t want to stop now!” Peter and Paul, two proud sons of Mr.
Hoa, also a member of the ministry, are in their early twenties, but have
taught the program for almost four years.

Mr. and Mrs. Hoang-Giap have a very special love for their students.
Every Sunday, they come to class with a big bag of goodies. Mrs. Giap
expressed, “It’s difficult for the kids to be in class for two hours and
attend Mass afterward without any snack!”

Ms. Ngoc has contributed to the program since it was first founded
more than a decade ago. Her daughter, Ms. Thao, has also volunteered for
a number of years as well, getting children ready for their First
Communion. They never look tired or reluctant to come every Sunday
morning. Like mother, like daughter!

Ms. Linh is a mother of four beautiful children, three of whom are
altar-helpers in Vietnamese Masses. Ms. Linh believes the benefit of
being Vietnamese Americans is that we can take the best qualities of both
cultures, creating a proud community in America. In a recent parent-
teacher conference, many parents and grandparents agreed with this idea.
They also are concerned that not knowing Vietnamese is a force pushing
Vietnamese children away from their families, since the children do not
feel included in cultural events or even at family dinners.

On October 19, 2008, eight students were confirmed by Honorable
Bishop Victor B. Galeone: Phuong Hong, Quynh Duyen, Christina Thach,
Tram Anh, Tiffany Luu, Vi Quan, Lisa Nguyen, and John Nguyen. Most
impressively, seven of these eight students have committed to remain in
the program to assist teachers in small classes. Congratulations to these
students, their families, and their teachers!

Inside the Parish
Council 

by Katie Knowsit 

Can you believe that the Christmas season is just rounding the corner?
The holidays have been cleared for a landing and everywhere you go
there is a groundswell of excitement roaring in our midst. So before you
take off on that very important shopping expedition, sit down, have a sec-
ond cup of coffee, and let Katie tell you what’s been going on in your
Parish Council. 

By now most of us know that we have a new Parish Council
President. His name is Tim McClellan and he is one of our own, having
grown up in this parish. He is very passionate about our church commu-
nity, especially our school; and he has been doing a bang-up job of plan-
ning and executing activities that help to raise funds to keep our elemen-
tary school alive and well. 

There’s always so much going on in our parish such as the very suc-
cessful Luau that was held in September. That was followed by the
Oktoberfest, which was a two day affair starting with a traditional
German cuisine dinner served on a Friday evening with a carnival-like
event on Saturday. There were games, inflatables, a bake-off contest, and
of course a haunted house. Both the Luau and the Oktoberfest raised a
great deal of money that went to the school. So all of you who attended
one of these events, please be aware that you have done your part to keep
our parish community on the main runway. 

If all goes according to plan, this edition of the Courier should reach
you on a very special event weekend. It’s the feast of Christ the King and
that is always top priority at our parish. Katie hopes all of you signed and
turned in your pledge card, as it is the commitment we make that binds us
together as a parish community. At the very same time this is the week-
end that we are honoring and saying good bye to our music and choir
director, Dr. Bernie Sans. For most of us Bernie is more than our music
and choir director. He is friend, family, fellow parishioner, and a very tal-
ented musician who has done much to build a very strong musical pro-
gram at our parish. As you enjoy your Christ the King Feast Day break-
fast, Bernie should be making his rounds to our tables saying final good-
byes, as we wish him farewell as he begins his new assignment at the
Cathedral in St. Augustine. One thing that Katie has learned over the
decades and that is—-nothing is forever. So be sure you let the person you
care about know that he or she has made a difference in your life! 

Changing the tone and subject completely, how do you like the
Pictorial Directory? Didn’t it turn out wonderfully well! Laurie Plotz of
the Welcome Committee is the one who really got the ball rolling by tak-
ing it first to Father Thanh for his approval; then to the Parish Council for
its approval; and finally to us, the parishioners. All of you who respond-
ed with a great big YES should be so pleased with your pictures. The pho-
tos of our parish are superb showing the campus and the various ministe-
rial activities at their finest. Christ the King has the best looking people.
You should all be so proud! 

Katie absolutely loves having a directory of names and addresses; but
more than that, is being able to put a name to a face. How many of you
know each other by face, but have no idea what name matches that face?
Now we do. 

Advent is almost upon us and that sometimes puts us into two oppos-
ing worlds—-the spiritual and the material. At Christ the King we have
opportunity to plunge into both when we support the Advent Tree. This
ministry allows all of us to give to others in the true spirit of Christmas.
How fortunate we are to be able to do so when others very close at hand
are wondering how they are going to provide for their families. All of you
who so generously support the ministry of St. Vincent de Paul also have
the experience of exercising both the spiritual and material. Surely, God
will bless you for your generous hearts. 

Next month is a very busy month with the traditional round of min-
istry parties, cookie baking, shopping, visiting relatives, and gorging our-
selves with fattening but oh-so-good foods. This has little value if we get
lost in this maze of activities and forget that all of this is prelude to the
most wonderful event in the history of mankind and that is the birth of our
Savior, Jesus Christ. You can be sure that Katie Knowsit.

The Courier Staff
wishes everyone

a Happy Thanksgiving
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by Charm Saults

First, before I explain the Prayer Blanket Ministry let me introduce
everyone to two special people, Howard Sell and his wife Jean, known to
some as Foxy. They have been members of Christ the King Church since
1966, giving to others to help make their lives better. Howard and Jean
received the Good Samaritan Award in 1999 from the Diocese of St.
Augustine.

Howard is head usher. Jean is a past president of the Christ the King
Council of Catholic Women and is still active in the ministry in Circle 6.
Besides the Prayer Blanket Ministry, she is very proud and happy to
travel with Father Thanh every week to visit the homebound. Jean has
been helping Father Thanh for eleven years to administer the Eucharist.

Jean started the Prayer Blanket Ministry eighteen months ago with
Betty Wheeler and Eileen Gleason. Jean was visiting a neighbor and
watched her making a prayer blanket for her church. She asked how she
could start a ministry at Christ the King and since then they have given
out more than 250 blankets. 

Pat Bianco and Carol Coseo received the first prayer blankets. The
ministry receives letters and thank you notes from people who have
received a blanket telling how much it means to them. The lap-size
blankets can be crocheted, knitted, patchwork or made of fleece.  Fleece
is the most popular. The blankets are blessed at the end of Mass on a
Saturday.

These ladies put a lot of caring and love in each blanket. The blankets
have a special pocket holding the story of the Prayer Blanket, a special
prayer, and a rosary.
Prayer for those in need:

“For I am the Lord who heals you.”
Exodus 15:26

Heavenly Father, you know all things
and nothing is impossible for You. In

Your great Love. You sent us Your Son,
who came in order that we might have
life, life in all its fullness. John 10:10

You have told us that You have perfect 
plans for Your children, to bring

prosperity and not disaster, a future 
and a hope. Jeremiah 29:11

O, dear God, so many have broken
bodies, broken hearts, and broken
spirits. It is for these wounded and

weary ones that we cry out to You. We
ask You to open the gates of Heaven, 

Father and send Your Spirit on
healing wings to fill each and every 
prayer blanket with Your Love,Your 
healing, and Your power. May they

bring new life, new hope, and joy, and
may their lives bring glory to you.

“But I will restore to you health and
heal your wounds, declares the Lord.”

Jeremiah: 30:17

For more information and how you can help the Prayer Blanket
Ministry or if you know of someone who really needs a prayer blanket,
please call Jean Sell at 642-5079.

Prayer Blanket
Ministry RCIA — 2008-2009

by Darlene O’Neal

Inquiry sessions are over, regular sessions have begun for the next
RCIA class. The first welcome session was on September 17 and sessions
will continue until the Easter Vigil, then on through Pentecost with a Mass
and reception on May 31, 2009.

The number of inquirers continues to grow and sponsors are excited
to begin the process. Team members are back and ready, with two new
members this year, Lyle Stewart and Wayne Smith. Lyle sponsored last
year and was active several years ago. He is a big asset to the team with
his knowledge and sense of caring. Wayne “graduated” with the last
RCIA class and is enthusiastic to be part of the team.

The other RCIA team members returning are George Barletta, Mary
Rouse, Kevin Wolfe, Norma and Berry Landers, Carol and Michael
Warwin, Darlene and Louie O’Neal, Deacon James Scott as director and
Father Steven Zehler, spiritual advisor.

RCIA meets this year in the Shirley David Hall, Wednesday evenings
at 7:00 P.M. If you have questions about the Catholic faith, this is the
place to get the answers. If you want to join the Catholic church, RCIA
will help you with the necessary requirements. 

For more information, please call Deacon James Scott at 642-0059 or
ask one of the RCIA team members. We will be happy to help.

John Anderson, RCIA Team member, left this world on October 29th
to join our loving Father in heaven. John was a quiet and reserved man
whose career choice was that of a lawyer. 

John converted to Catholicism in 2003 when he completed the
requirements of RCIA, with his sponsor Josh Porter by his side. John
joined the RCIA team the following year and remained an active team
member as long as his health permitted. 

During a Day of Discernment and at Adult Education class, his
witness talk revealed the truly holy person he was. His favorite time for
meditation and prayer was when he was able to take long daily walks
down Merrill Road. 

John and Patty were married at Christ the King Church after he was
diagnosed with cancer. He gave it a good fight, with Patty by his side this
time. We will miss John Anderson, but now he is free from pain and can
take those long walks with the other angels in Heaven.

Paul’s letter to the Corinthians states, “love is patient, love is kind, it
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never fails. So faith, hope, love remain, but the greatest of these is
love.” John loved Patty and Patty loved John. 

Rest in peace, John, you will always be in our hearts. 
Your RCIA team

A LOVING FAREWELL
to John Anderson
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Lucille and Ben Guzzone

Lucille and Ben Guzzone have been members of Christ the King Parish for 36 years. Their three children
all attended Christ the King School. Ben Jr., Kim and Kerri are all grown with families of their own giving
Lucille and Ben eight wonderful grandchildren.

Lucille and Ben were involved in a lot of school related activities while their children were in school. They
both shared in the Faith Sharing Ministry.

Ben is working from home and very busy. Lucille volunteered for 4 years working with the 8th graders in
preparation for Confirmation. She is now the Director of Religious Education for the parish, working with the
children in preparation for their First Communion or their Confirmation. She works closely with Joe Birch,
Katie Szarkowski and Judy Bass one of the 8th grade teachers. Lucille has to make regular reports directly to
the Diocese of St. Augustine.

Lucille of course wears more then a couple of hats; she is the chairman of the readers who read the scrip-
tures and greetings during Mass; conducts workshops, to teach parishioners how to prepare as the readers.

Lucille still finds time to work on the Courier and support Circle 8 CKCCW.

Judy Cass

Judy Cass is the religion teacher for the 8th graders at Christ the King School. She has been part of the
school staff for the last four years. Judy and her husband, Dan, live in St. Augustine and are members of San
Sebastian Catholic Church. They have four children who are all married and have blessed them with seven
grandchildren.

Judy started teaching in New York in 1965. The only time she took off was a few years to help raise her chil-
dren. She missed teaching during this time and was happy to return once again. Judy also taught French and
Spanish speaking people English for a number of years. 

When Judy and Dan decided to settle in St. Augustine she was happy to have the opportunity to join the staff
at CTK School. Judy has a full day teaching religion to the 8th graders and being homeroom teacher to the 6th,
7th, and 8th grades.

She has projects planned for each grade. The 6th graders are going to host a dinner with traditional food for
the celebration of Seder. The Seder is a Jewish ritual feast held on the first night of Passover. Seder customs
include drinking of four cups of wine, eating matzo and partaking of symbolic foods placed on the Passover
Seder Plate. This is a celebration in late March or early April around our Easter time.

Judy also has something special for the 7th graders, she is having them write the story of “The Life of Jesus”
so 1st graders can understand it. When the book is ready they will read the story to the first graders.

Colleen and John Lewis

Colleen Lewis and her husband, John, have been members of Christ the King parish since they
were married on September 19, 1987. They have three children: Jordan, who graduated from Christ
the King School and Bishop Kenny, is now a student at the University of North Florida; John, their
second son, is currently an 8th grader at CTKS, where he is known as “Jackie”; and Cassidy, also at
CTKS, is a cheerleader. Both John and Cassidy are altar servers.

John works as a team leader in the mortgage field and volunteers where he can in the parish.
Colleen is a second grade teacher at CTKS. Before coming to Christ the King School, Colleen taught
first grade in the public school system for ten years. When she took time off to have her children, she
continued teaching as a tutor.

Colleen has been in the MOMS ministry, and she and John both are members of the Eucharistic
Ministry.

Kathleen Evans

Kathleen Evans is someone a lot of people recognize by her warm smile and friendliness. She has been a
member of Christ the King Church for seven years. Kathleen attends to the Religious Article Store for the seven
o’clock Mass on Sunday. Kathleen is also one of the readers at Mass. Besides being a representative for Global
Satellite & Wireless, Kathleen finds her greatest reward is being the president of the Society of St. Vincent
DePaul.

Kathleen said, “ St. Vincent DePaul not only takes care of families in need, they also make personal visits
to homes and hospitals. The Vincentians are concerned with those who are lonely, going through a stressful time,
and attends to the needs of the aged and handicapped.” The volunteers always go in pairs for home visits. They
make these visits to help lessen the suffering of others. Those who volunteer at the emergency assistance pro-
gram give two hours of their time per week, one day from 10:00 a.m. till noon. The emergency assistance pro-
gram is located in the rectory. If you would like to help, please call and leave a message at the rectory 724-0080.

Also if you know of someone in the community who needs help, please let us have their name, address,
phone number and the nature of their situation.
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Christ The King’s First
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Annual Octoberfest

by Charm Saults

Another fantastic event took place at Christ the King on October 17
and 18. The first annual Oktoberfest started off Friday evening with a
dinner featuring an authentic German meal enjoyed by more then 300
guests. The volunteers were great serving everyone at their tables.
Everyone really enjoyed the wonderful variety of desserts available.
German music in the background put everyone into a happy mood. 

Adding to the fun was seeing all the great costumes worn by the chil-
dren and some adults. A lot of unique ideas. 

There were prizes for:
Best Family Group -  The Jungle Group
Crowd Pleaser -  Raggedy Ann
The Religious Outfit -  Joseph
0 -3 years - Baby Elvis
4 - 7 years - Mr. Fix It
8 - 12 years - Dorothy from The Wizard of OZ

Next came the Pumpkin carving contest for the scariest and the most
original.

The children had a chance to trick or treat before the judging. The
MOMS ministry set everything up for the trick or treating, and did the
judging of the different contests.

The school parents joined in to make the Haunted House a huge suc-
cess and great feature for all to enjoy.

On Saturday we were blessed with a beautiful day. The weather was
perfect for a few minutes; the wind picked up with a slight mist of rain;
then it blew over quickly. Once again the campus was transformed into
an amusement park, with huge inflatables, obstacle courses, miniature
golf, the haunted house and plenty of wonderful food cooked by the
Knights of Columbus.

Father Zehler judged the baking contest and, even though he does not
eat a lot of sweets, he did enjoy the entries. For Most Original, Charm
Saults won with her Moist Brownie Recipe. For the Best German entry
Amy Barahona won with her German Apple Bundt Cake. Both recipes
will be featured in a Christ The King Cookbook.

Again the big winners of the day were the haunted house and the
wonderful food. 

Many folks stayed around listening to the music, visiting with family
and friends, watching the children have fun and taking advantage of the
beautiful weather and waiting for the announcements of the Raffle win-
ner.

For those who did not get a chance to join in the festivities you can
start planning now for spring, when another Fantastic Event is planned.
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LITURGY

Altar Servers 
Interested youth 5th grade or older
and who have received First Holy
Communion. Once trained, they are
entered into a rotating schedule for
the Masses. Contact Diane
Longenecker, 642-5168.

“Extraordinary” 
Eucharistic Ministers
As an “Extraordinary” minister of
the Eucharist during the Mass you
would be asked to join the priest at
the altar, partake in communion and
help the priest distribute communion
to the congregation.  Candidates are
chosen by the Pastor as rec-
ommended by the priests and staff
members of the parish.. Nancy
Chapman, coordinator, 731-5724. 

Gift Bearers
Families, Individuals or Parish Ministries
who want to bring the gifts to the altar
during Mass.  Audrey Dodd - 724-2491.

Music Ministry
Any individual who has a talent with
music or can play an instrument or
just interested in the Singing Choir,
Handbell Choir, Funeral Choir, or
being a Cantor for Mass, call Bernie,
724-0080.

Readers 
A Lector does the readings and the
Prayer of the Faithful at Mass. If you
would like to be a reader, call Lucille
Guzzone, 724-9617.

Sacristans
We help prepare for the celebration
of Mass. For more information on
how you can be a Sacristan, call Nick
Debs, 744-8749.

Visitation of the Sick
“Extraordinary” ministers bring the
Eucharist to the homebound or hos-
pitalized. Debbie House, 725-1097.

HOSPITALITY

Coffee & Donuts
Call Michael & Carol Warwin, 504-
7288 to help greet and serve after 7

and 9 AM Masses. Great way to meet
newcomers and parishioners.

Mass Greeters
Welcome all who come to Mass. This
team may offer the only contact
many parishioners have in our faith
community. Great opportunity for
adults and families. Contact the chief
usher at the Mass you are attending
for more information.

Ushers
Men and women who commit to attend
the same Mass every week. They are
requested to wear a navy blue jacket and
to assist the  celebrant as needed.  Howard
Sell, 642-5079.

SPECIAL SERVICES

Altar Society
Individuals who care for the vessels,
vestments and linens used in the Liturgies.
Elaine Calloway, 724-8260.

Art & Environment Planning
Committee
Decorating the church and Gathering
Area, during different seasons of the
Church. Contact Terri Vogelsang, 744-
6310, on how you can help.

Beautification Grounds Committee
Individuals and families who want to
beautify the church grounds.  Meet the
third Saturday of every month, 9 a.m.-
noon, in the church parking lot by the
fountain.  Come  join us in beautifying His
yard.  Pam Jones ,722-3638.

Religious Articles Gift Shop
Volunteers staff the gift shop before and
after Sunday Masses. Maureen McCook,
642-2725.

Sunday Childcare 
For 9:00 a.m. Mass
Christ the King Childcare for your 1-4-
year-old child in the Child Care Center.
Free of charge. Care is provided by
parents and those students (13+) who wish
to obtain service hours. Must be willing to
be fingerprinted. Call Deborah Ethridge,
696-9726.

PRAYER MINISTRIES

Daily Eucharistic Adoration
We need people who are willing to sign up
for one hour a week so that someone is
praying all during the day. Adoration is in
the Sacred Heart Chapel, Monday-Friday,
from 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Call Claretta
Lamusga, 743-9998. 

Nocturnal Eucharistic Adoration
Held on the first Friday of each month
from 10 p.m.-6 a.m. There are eight
groups who rotate their hour each month.
If you would like to join us in this prayer
ministry, call Paul Ghiotto, 727-5040.

Prayer Network
One of our most rewarding ministries -
praying for others in need - spiritual, health
related, and other. Call Peggy Mills, 646-
9417.

GENERAL

Advent Tree
A program that puts smiles on  faces
of people at Christmas. Those who
share time and talent in this ministry
help put up the Advent Tree with
special paper ornaments.
Parishioners choose ornaments to
take home, purchase the gift, and
return the ornament with the gift
attached to it. Volunteers are needed
to help distribute the gifts to nursing
homes, orphanages, etc, call Patty
Stamper, 727-6916 & Pat Birch, 521-
6883.

Blood Drive 
Twice a year Christ the King Church,
along with the Florida Georgia Blood
Alliance, holds a blood drive, call
Karlene Simmons, 642-8319.

Christ the King Council of
Catholic Women (CKCCW)
Our board meets monthly,
September-June, to guide our eight
circles who meet at various times
during the month. Our General
meeting is the last Thursday of each
month at 7 p.m. We welcome new
members.  Monica Crisp, 721-2754.

Christ the King Clinic
Staffed by doctors, registered nurses,
and ancillary support people. They
donate their services the fourth
Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m., call Willie Blaquiere, 744-
6792.

Christ the King Courier
Interested in publishing a
newspaper? We need  desktop
publishers, typists, proof-readers,
reporters,   photographers, etc. We
meet on  Wednesdays in the rectory
at 7 p.m. Carol-Ann Black, 221-
2642.

Elizabeth Ministry
This ministry deals with the joys,
sorrows and challenges of life during
the childbearing years and beyond. It
includes pregnancy/pregnancy com-
plications, birth, infant/child crisis,
special needs, miscarriage, stillbirth
and infant or child death. Call Wendi,
724-5579. 

Christ the King Fil-Am Ministry
In the spirit of establishing a church
with no “walls” the Fil-Am Ministry
is inspired to be one of many bridges
that will reach across to promote
friendship and appreciation among
its parishioners without regard to
race and language.
We believe that as a ministry we have
a great opportunity to share with the
community the vast treasure of
Filipino values embedded in our
traditions, culture and customs.
The Fil-Am Ministry is open to
everyone. Our meetings are held
every third Saturday of each month.
For more information please contact
Imogene Praxedes, 737-4034 or e-
mail us at  CTKFILAM
@comcast.net.

Finance Committee
Committee members selected by the
pastor. Their work on the council
should be considered a ministry with
a commitment to stewardship.
Contact Father Thanh Thai Nguyen.

Habijax - Habitat for Humanity
Forms partnerships between those in
need and those who are willing to put
their faith into action by donating
their time, talent, and treasure to
construct new homes,  call Bill
Damato, 998-1417.

Militia of the Immaculata
Men and women who offer their
services to their pastor, to aid him in
performing spiritual works in the
parish. Members may be active or
auxiliary (praying).Weekly meetings
are held every Monday at 7 p.m. in
the rectory. James Scott, 642-0059.

Ministry of Hope
If you have lost a loved one you
know the anguish and suffering that
goes with that loss. Others have been
through this same trauma. The
Ministry of Hope brings those who
have suffered and those who are
suffering together. Call Sue, 221-
7143.

M.O.M.S.  
Ministry of Mothers Sharing, is
designed to encourage prayer, dis-
cussions, and friendships among
women of all ages. Deidre Hicks,
744-2442.

Parish Council
The Parish Council is a consultative
body that the pastor can pray and
reflect with, and ask for assistance to
guide in the overall care/ministry of
the Parish and the enhancement of
its mission. Meetings are the first
Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
in the Rectory. Call Tim McClellan,
725-6913. It is made up of repre-
sentatives (President, Chairperson or
Facilitator) from each ministry in the
Parish, as well as representatives
from the Finance Council, Christ the
King School, Christ the King
Daycare, Athletic Association,
Scouts, Knights of Columbus,
Marriage Encounter, Sponsor
Couples, and Wedding Coordinator.
Elections are held every three years
to elect a President, vice-president,
secretary-recording, and secretary-
clerical from the body of repre-
sentatives.

Parish Nurse 
Nurses who belong to Christ the
King Parish willing to volunteer
their time and talent to support the
ministry of health within the parish,
call Sharon Lutheran, 398-3925.

Queens and Kings (age 50+)
Our lively senior citizens socialize on the
second Sunday of each month from 1:30-
4 p.m., September through June. Do
come to enjoy! Call Barbara Hanuscin,
724-1776.

From the desk of Frank Japour
Top it off….

Windstorm Fay blew our church roof away
water cascaded day after day

with vacuums and brooms 
we dried out the mess 

and started rebuilding …again.

We started a roof fund to tackle the new need
Of paying the craftsmen to finish the deed,

$60K it will take to repair the disgrace, 
to replace the old roof and clean up the place.

Months have gone by and the work is complete
Our church is restored and the pews are replete
with our faithful parishioners, generous and true

almost enough dollars to make it anew.
If you haven’t donated please give it a thought

Your brothers and sisters did….shouldn’t you ought?

Contributions to date: $ 50,030.00 Please help!
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Rectory Office Volunteers
Adults willing to volunteer a morn-
ing/afternoon/all day Monday thru
Friday 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.. Different
positions available: receptionist, cler-
ical, computer operator. Call the
Rectory at 724-0080.

Respect Life 
We are a ministry wishing to make a
difference in people’s lives by sup-
porting the Saint Gerard House,
Project Rachel, Respect Life
Pilgrimage and the Diocesan Respect
Life Program. Sign up at the Time
and Talent Fair in November, or con-
tact Carl Ludwig, 724-8485.

St Vincent de Paul 
Emergency Assistance
We need volunteers to work in the St.
Vincent de Paul office in the rectory,
providing referrals, and assisting
people who need immediate help.
Hours are from 10 a.m.- noon,
Monday through Friday, call 724-
8442.

Sponsor Couples
Married couples needed to help
engaged couples discern if marriage
is for them. Jim and Mary Ann
Middleton, 743-3953.

Stewardship Committee
A committee appointed by the pastor,  
oversees the Time, Talent and
Treasure (TTT) program. Call Laurie
Plotz at 725-9015.

Vacation Bible School
A week long summer program (usu-
ally in July) for children ages 4-11
years to help deepen their faith and
involvement in the Christian commu-
nity. Fun for everyone. Call Barbara
Lesher, 6462748.

Vincentians
We were founded by people who care
about the problems of those around
them. We care and would like you to
share the care with us. For informa-
tion on how to become a Vincentian,
call 807-7233, ext #1, and leave a
message.

Widow/Widowers Support
For those who have lost loved ones.
For information contact Claretta
Lamusga at 743-9998 or read your
bulletin for the next meeting date,
place, and time.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Adult Education Committee
Committee to develop and imple-
ment an Adult Education program for
the parish. Program sessions are held
twice a year before Faith Sharing
Small Groups begin and are meant to
enhance faith sharing. Call Betty
Wheeler, 724-9662.

Faith Sharing Small Groups
Small groups of people meeting in
private homes to discuss the Sunday
readings, Scripture and current
events that effect our Catholic faith
contact Barry Landers, 725-3574.

R.C.I.A.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Preparing people to enter the
Catholic Church through an inquiry
and catechetical process. Call James
Scott, 642-0059.

Religious Education for Students
Opportunity for students grades 1-8
to learn/experience the Catholic faith
with others in their age group.
Sessions held August -May in the
school on Wednesdays, 7-8 p.m.
Sunday Mass attendance required.
Certified teachers are always wel-
come to apply, and volunteers are
needed on a regular basis. Call
Lucille Guzzone, 724-9617.

AFFILIATED 
ORGANIZATIONS

Boy Scouts
Troop 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys 6-12th grade. Meet
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.,  in the Scout Hut, call
Fred Gardner, 710-3818

Catholic Scouting Committee
Adult individuals interested in pro-
viding youth ministry through the
scouting program.  Meets four times
a year; organizes and implements
“Catholic Camporee” for all Scouts
once a year; attend spring awards
ceremony. Training provided, call
Donna, 641-0698/John 744-6573.

Christ the King
Athletic Association (CKAA)
Serves children (ages 5-12, boys;  5-
15, girls) who believe that youth ath-
letics provide valuable lessons in cit-
izenship/teamwork. Also, if you
would like to contribute toward the
cost associated with registering a
child for a CKAA sport, call Tim
Johnson, 727-7487.

Cub Scouts
Pack 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys in grades 1 - 5. Dens
meet weekly in the Scout Hut, call
Dan Sanford, 696-7646

Cursillo 
A Renewal movement of individuals
in the Church who want to deepen
their faith and enhance their walk
with Christ, call Micah Ethridge,
210-5277.

Girl Scouts
Girls of different age levels that meet
weekly or bi-weekly in one of the
church halls after school or in the
evenings, call Rhonda Trepagnier,
721-0338.

I. M. Sulzbacher
Individuals who give two hours of
their time to 400-500 men, women
and children the third Tuesday of
each month by saying grace, serving
dinner, and cleaning up the kitchen,
call Ann  and Steve Franklin, 745-
0627.

K’ Cees
Organization of Catholic Women,  an
auxiliary of the Knights of Columbus
Council 4727. They help/support the
Knights.  Meetings are in the Knights
of Columbus Hall on the second
Tuesday of each month at 8:00 p.m.
Call Darlene O’Neal, 724-2857.

Knights of Columbus 
Organization of Catholic men and
their families dedicated to promoting
concepts of charity, unity, fraternity
and patriotism. If you are a practicing
Catholic man,  at least 18 yrs. old,
and interested in fellowship with
people who share the same beliefs,
call Jose Praxedes,737-4034.

L ’ Arche Harbor House
Mutual ministry with members and
assistants, building community sup-
port and awareness to the needs and
gifts of the disabled members of the
L’ Arche Harbor House family, call
Amy Schultz, 721-5992.

CHRIST THE KING SCHOOL

Child Care Center
Adults wanting to share their talents
in three different subcommittees:
educational, plant facilities, and fund
raising, contact Theresa Little, 724-
7239.

Christ the King Catholic School
Grades Pre-K thru 8th grade. The
principal is Stephanie Chinault. The
school has many needs for volunteers
on a daily, weekly, and  monthly
basis. The school seeks assistance in
the office, cafeteria, library, and clin-
ic. Volunteers are needed as board
members and business partners,
room mothers, and speakers. Help
with the  yearly golf tournament is
also needed, call 724-2954.

TEEN PROGRAM

LIFE TEEN PROGRAMS, 
425-4215

THE EDGE - Pre-Teen
This youth program is designed to
minister to boys and girls 6-8 grades
of all faiths from uniquely Catholic
base. Call Katie, 425-4215.

LIFE TEEN 
Youth ministry program with a
strong focus on the Eucharist. Meet
Sunday for 5:00 p.m.Mass. LIFE
Night (fellowship) afterwards. Call
Katie, 425-4215.

LIFE TEEN - CORE TEAM &
LIFE GOES ON
Over 18, have a love for teens, and
are not currently a parent of a teen?
Call Katie, 425-4215, for more infor-
mation on meeting times.

LIFE Support
Any adults, parents, relatives, neigh-
bors, etc. interested in supporting the
LIFE TEEN program. Membership is
open to all. Activities are creative,
fun, exciting, and diverse, call
Stephanie Henry, 642-5754

Music for LIFE
Any adult with advanced musical
skills who is willing to help put
teens’ faith, feeling and thoughts
about God into words through song
and praise. Call Phil, 398-1961.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION

Marriage Renewal
A program designed to teach married
couples how to better communicate,
to strengthen and support Christian
marriage.  Contact John and Tina
Morrisey, 744-6843

Pre Cana/ Engaged Encounter
For information on upcoming work-
shops and weekends, call 308-7474

Wedding Coordinator
Terri is the one to call to answer
questions regarding decorating the
church for your wedding. She also
assists the priests in wedding
rehearsals. Please call Terri
Vogelsang, 744-6310 as soon as you
set up your date with a priest. 

Share your
Time & Talent 

Volunteer

CHRIST THE  KING M I N I S T R I E S

by Carol-Ann Black

This issue of the Courier contains a few
“firsts” that I want to bring to your attention.
Probably most important is the appearance of
two articles by two writers new to the Courier.
They are Ellin Iselin, who wrote about parish-
ioner Nettie Connor; and Leslie Ng, who wrote
about the Vietnamese religious/language/cul-
tural program that is thriving at Christ the King.
A newspaper doesn’t happen without commit-
ted, capable writers, and we are really delight-
ed to have these two join the Courier. Be sure to check out their articles.

Second is the article by Yolanda Cerqueira, about Father Marek
Dzien, our Polish priest-in-residence. I believe that this is the first time
one of our interviews was done by our English-speaking writer with our
Polish-speaking subject in Spanish. Father Marek is more comfortable
speaking Spanish but does well in English on a one-to-one basis. Yolanda
is currently studying Spanish and, therefore, was able to speak with him. 

Third is the appearance of Frank Japour’s POETRY, inspired by the
response of the parishioners to the damages caused by Lady Fay back in
August. Be sure to check these articles out for yourself.

Finally, I wonder if any of our wonderful military veterans might have
any recollection of the Korean War chaplain, Emil Kapaun, who is the
subject of another article in this issue. It is possible, you know. 

Veterans of the Korean War would most likely be in their seventies
and eighties. Any connections?

I hope you enjoy this issue of the Courier, and ask you to consider
doing an article for us.

Editor’s Corner
Religious Education Classes
Celebrate “All Hallows Eve”

by Lucille Guzzone

Children in grades 1-4 and their families celebrated the holiday with
a dress-up pizza party. Students wore costumes ranging from saints and
biblical personalities to silly costumes and very scary outfits. But because
the theme of the party was All Hallows Eve and its relationship to All
Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day, most of the children donned saints’ attire.
A few little ones shared with the audience background stories about the
character, which they were portraying. After good food and socializing
fun, some of the children were awarded prizes for the most original and
detailed costumes. Winners were St. Michael brandishing his sword, St.
Patrick shaking his staff, Holy Mary carrying her baby, and St. Joseph
being weighed down with too heavy carpenter’s tools hugging his waist.
All in all, the party was a success because not only was it a happy time in
keeping with Halloween fun, but it turned out to be a learning experience
about our Faith and its traditions as well.
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RELIGIOUS ARTICLES STORE
by Frank Becht

Brief History

The Religious Article Store is
one of the oldest organizations of
Christ the King Church. It started
when Mass was celebrated in a
portable classroom facility at
Jacksonville University not long
after the foundation of Christ the
King in 1954. It started on a card
table which was set up for a few
hours before and after Mass.

It was first organized by Mrs.
Lucy Wider but later handled by
Mrs. Ginny Peard, one of the
original members of the Parish who
was assisted by high school girls.
Later, Mrs. Marion Sherman
headed the operation, assisted by
Annette Rogero, also a founding
member of Christ the King. Mrs.
Rogero was placed in charge at the
original church site.

The Religious Article Store had
its formal beginning in 1958 when
it was first housed in the main
school building just outside the
original church building, now the
Parish Hall. Mrs. Rogero continued
as the store manager until the late
1960’s. Later Mollie Seghers
assisted Annette Rogero until Mrs.
Pat Powell became manager. In the
later 1960’s, Joyce and Frenchy
Duchenes took charge and
continued for several years until
their health would no longer allow
it. They continue as faithful
members who raised a large family.

In 1991, Monsignor Mortimer
Danaher asked Maureen McCook
to become store manager. With the
assistance of her husband Leonard,

they continue faithfully to oversee
the store operation in its current
location.  

Over the past 54 years, many
people have served the church in
many hours of volunteer work for
the benefit of the parish. It is
impossible to identify and list all
the faithful volunteers over the past
54 years.

In the past few years we know
that the McCooks have had the
assistance of Mike Mackin, Alex
Jowanna, Kathy Evans, Paula
Logan, Evelyn Guilfoyle, Jo
Thomas, Jean Sell, Perselphone
Coleman, and Sandy and Chris
Troedson. There have been others
in the past such as Louise
Steadman, Eileen Geesey, Edith
Toups, Mrs. Frank Vogelsang and
countless others. They all deserve
our thanks and appreciation for
their dedicated service to the
parish.

Store Operation

The Religious Articles Store is
currently managed by Maureen

McCook and her husband,
Leonard. They do the ordering of
stock, handle the finances and
supervise the store operation as
well as spend many hours tending
the store. Volunteers continue to
tend the store before and after
assigned Masses. 

Of course, the store is operated
with the goal of bringing thoughts
of God into our homes and daily
lives through the sale of religious
articles, pictures, books, statuary
and crucifixes. In the past many
items were used as incentive gifts
to our school children in
recognition of their
accomplishments. Candles are a
major item for votive purposes. 

Sale of many items has
discontinued over the years due to
the changes in our culture and
family life. As a result the store is
not as well stocked as it once was.
While it is not a loss loser to the
Parish, it does not serve the role it
once did. 

As a result of the decline in
sales in recent years, there has been
talk of discontinuing the store
operation. Some of the reasons
given for this decline in use
include: 1) Lack of items of interest
to parishioners 2) More convenient
buying online and competing
religious article stores 3) Increase
in cost 4) Lack of visibility of store
due to location 5) Difficulty in
obtaining volunteers to staff the
store 6) Store hours need to be
extended.

In discussing the problem with
many parishioners, all have
expressed a desire to see the store
continue and have offered
suggestions to solve the problem.

Resolution of the problem

Many people feel there is a lack
of knowledge of the store due to
location and lack of advertisement.
Others feel there is competition
from other ministries and the lack
of use by the school. One person
reminisced about her schooldays
and how children looked forward
to gifts as recognition of their
accomplishments. Others thought
coordinated buying by church and
school might help. Still others
believe that what was originally
conceived of as a ministry has
become in fact a major
administrative function. The
Religious Articles Store has come
to require much more time and
responsibility than most other
ministries. There has been another
suggestion to include items of
interest to the Filipino and
Vietnamese parishioners to help
increase sales.

Maybe a review of the store
operation by the Parish Council or
a committee should be considered. 

What do you think?
Your input and suggestions are

invited. Please use the “Voice from
the pew” to make your
contribution.

Note from author; What was
originally intended to be a history
of the Religious Article Store has
developed into a much greater
need.

by Darlene O’Neal

One of the nicest people at Christ the King is a lady by the name of Mary Rouse. Mary is very quiet and
unassuming, but is one of the most faithful members of this parish. Mary is a cradle Catholic and has been
at Christ the King since 1994. The following year, 1995, Father Brian Carey blessed Mary and Bill Rouse’s
marriage.

When Mary and Bill met on a blind date he was assigned to the USS Willis A. Lee, where he served in
the United States Navy. The ship was stationed in Boston, Massachusetts and it was there they dated for a
year and a half before they married. Mary recalled when they met, Bill was playing cards, and she remarked,
“do you always play cards by yourself”?

That was the beginning of quite a journey. Bill was so dedicated to the navy, he re-enlisted for another
tour of duty, so wherever Bill was stationed, Mary and their children followed. They moved from
Massachusetts to Tennessee to Florida. Mary has been married to Bill for 44 years and they have six children;
three were born in Tennessee and three were born in Florida. One of their eleven grandchildren, Sydney
Williams, is a 5th grade student here at Christ the King School where she has been enrolled since day care.

In 1995, Mary heard about the RCIA ministry and decided to check it out, to learn about the changes
from Vatican II. She was interested enough to end up sponsoring a lady, Ethel Sholar, now deceased. The
next year, she was asked by Lyle Stewart to join the RCIA team and over the years she has sponsored many
candidates. Becky Schroder, one whom Mary sponsored, remains faithful and is very active in the school.
Mary continues to be an important asset to the RCIA ministry. 

Mary has been a caregiver all of her life. She helped to care for her siblings as a child in Ireland and
continues caring for her family today. She not only has raised her own six children, but took in and raised one granddaughter, is in the midst of raising
another granddaughter, and looks after another “little guy” who is the child of her granddaughter’s friend. Just recently, Mary and Bill traveled to
Tennessee to bring back his mother to live with them. Mary Rouse is certainly living her ministry of family to the fullest. 

Two years ago, Mary was commissioned to be an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion and served the Eucharist for her first time to the
RCIA candidates at the Easter Vigil. She also serves as a Visitation of the Sick Eucharistic Minister. Christ the King is blessed to have Mary Rouse
as part of OUR family.

MEET MARY ROUSE
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C K Volunteers In Action
by Darlene O’Neal

There was an urgent need to replace the picnic tables in Sheppard Square.
Since this is
where most of the
school students
eat their lunch,
safety was an
issue.

Once again,
the good people
of Christ the King
parish came out
in full force to get
the job done!
These volunteers
came not just
from the school
but included other parishioners as well. 

Christ the King School had a fundraiser to purchase the necessary lumber
to build new tables and the volunteers took it from there. First, the old tables
were demolished and hauled to the dumpster. Then, for two days, one man
brought his saws and other tools to begin the project. On the third day, another
man joined in and before the end of that day they had all the lumber cut and
ready to assemble on the fourth day (Saturday).

All the volunteers, and there were many, met around 8:00 a.m. on Saturday
and by 1:30 p.m. had completed 20 brand new picnic tables for our school chil-
dren to enjoy. How’s that for teamwork?

Volunteers were: Jeff Asher, Sal Barahona, Jeff Kress, Javier Natal, Tim
Flanagan, Ron Lynch, Mike Klima, Louie O’Neal, Kim Do, Austin Asher, Pat
Sullivan, Bill Joost, Jonathan Pesnell, Tom McCrone, Bill Salzman, Bill
Damato, Brian Snow, Don Hoyt, Gene Salzman, and Kelly Moneyhan, Lee
Anne Pesnell, Amy Barahona, Heather Wnorowski, Caroline Moneyhan, and
Joy Gunter.

After the workers had finished and placed the last table in just the right
spot, the lady volunteers rewarded the workers with hamburgers and hot dogs
fresh off the grill.

Thanks everyone, for a job well done!

Volunteer Prayer
by Teresa of Avila

Christ has no body on earth but yours;
no hands but yours;
no feet but yours;

yours are the eyes through which he is to look out
Christ’s compassion to the world;

yours are the feet with which he is to go about
doing good;

yours the hands with which he is to bless now.

Luke 6:38 “Give, and it will be given to you.
Good measure, pressed down, shaken together,

running over, will
be put into your lap. For with the measure you use

it will be measured back to you.”

Join my list of casual volunteers.
Charm I. Saults
(904) 721-9827

CKCCW Chat
by Willie Blaquiere

Christ the King Council of Catholic Women started the fall sea-
son with a general meeting on September 25. The dinner meeting
was well attended. We had great food and a lot of interesting con-
versation. Rita Wendel is our All Saints Nursing Home representa-
tive. She and Laura Morris informed us of the coming events. All
Saints requests donations of Christmas cards and birthday cards for
the use of the residents. If you can help with this, please call Rita at
724-3818.

For many years CKCCW has asked members of the parish to
donate clothing and school supplies to the Children Matter cam-
paign. Once again this year, we have been able to help the children
at Woodland Acres School due to the generous donations of socks
and underwear. The donations are a tremendous help to staff and
the needy students thank you.

Each year CKCCW chooses a project to improve our parish cam-
pus. The project this fall is to upgrade the restrooms in the Shirley
David Hall. Both restrooms are in dire need of new plumbing fix-
tures and a general sprucing up. If anyone has a little extra money,
time or supplies, please contact Monica Crisp at 721-2754.

We will begin Advent with the Living Rosary on December 5
after 5:30 p.m. Mass. All members of the parish are invited to par-
ticipate. We will have a lovely Rosary service and a covered dish
dinner.

Our annual bake sale and raffle will be held on December 13 and
14. Watch for a bulletin article for details. Coming events for the
new year include a luncheon and card party on February 14 and
High Tea on March 15. Please plan to join us for the fun.

Welcome to our new members of Saint Benedict Circle 2. 

Happy  Feast  Day
to  all  at

Christ  the  King  
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by Nancy Powers

August 1998 was the beginning! A commitment to Christ the King’s
high school teens that was unprecedented in our parish. Through the
leadership of our Pastor, now Bishop Robert Baker of Birmingham, AL,
we were saying to our teens in a big way - “You are loved! You have a
place in this parish. We care for you! And we want to walk this journey
with you as you encounter Christ in the most tangible way!” None of us,
so long ago, could have foreseen the Glory of God manifested so
powerfully, not only in our teens but in the young adults who committed
as Core Team and Life Goes On Members; in the musicians who have
given so much of their time and talent to lead us in liturgy at the LIFE
TEEN Mass every week; in the parents who stay connected to their teens
through this ministry; to the youth directors who have steered this
movement over the years. 

As we look back and reflect, we hear from some of the Team as they
reminisce. 

“As a Core Member, I remember fondly planning the Life Nights. We
had so much fun together creating and getting silly with the skits, videos,
and the making of props and costumes. I recall making fun videos for the
HARK awards, dressing as an apple as the cousin of the Fruit of the Loom
guys, planning a mock wedding, going to trial, wearing a beard as one of
the apostles, transforming the Shirley David Hall every Sunday, and
trying to recall memorized lines for talks/teachings. Whenever I hear the
song, “Turn Around” by Bonnie Tyler, I get choked up thinking of the first
retreat and performing that wonderful skit that seemed to move so many
teens to go to confession. I only hope that after ten years, those teens are
thriving as good Catholics where ever they are. I loved everyone on that
Core Team as well as the teens for whom we were planning all of those
things and I wish them all well.”

Donna Barker Espiritu, Former Founding LIFE TEEN Core Member

“How do I describe just one memory? Hmmm.....Well.... it probably
was not the time that Frank Japour “arrested” me for a video we worked
on (geez, Frank - if that ‘special treatment’ was pretend, I would hate to
see the real thing). And my hair, save for a bald spot my wife graciously
pointed out to me, remains the same from a challenge I lost with the ‘then’
youth. But, in all honesty, as a former Core Member, everything about
LIFE TEEN was memorable for me. From the Life Nites to the Retreats
and Conferences. From the Socials to the nites of Praise and Worship.
From interacting with the teen who was full of Christ, to interacting with
the teen who most hungered for Christ. Every recollection is great. To

watch how the Lord touched the lives of our teens, on their level and in
His time, was truly more than a memory. It was a gift. And as life
continues, I continue to see the gift of His presence in the lives of our
‘teens’.  When I walk into Church with my young and growing family, I
realize that the young adults of today, are our youth from yesterday and
are becoming the leaders of our Church’s tomorrow. Through their
leadership, they will be the ones my wife and I entrust, to assist in the
formation of our own children in our faith. And because of their openness
to His love and work, as I continue to see their involvement, the memories
continue to be made, and only get better. “

Robert Riker, Former Core Member and LIFE TEEN Staff Member

“I cannot believe that it has been ten years - which also means it has
been ten years since I have been in high school. Where does the time go?
LIFE TEEN was an amazing ministry that enriched my life. I was truly
blessed to have been in the program as a teen as well as a ‘Life Goes On
member’ and finally a Core Team Member. I felt a need to give back since
it gave me so much. I know that those of us who graduated in the first year
wish this program had been started earlier in our high school careers but
we were able to be a part of it after we graduated and helped bring other
teens “closer to Christ”. LIFE TEEN not only connected me to other
people but it connected me to the Church as a whole. And even though I
have moved on to pursue other ministries I know that a big part of my
faith journey is because of my time with LIFE TEEN. 

I love to think back on all the fun we had on retreats; from the bus
rides to the camp, to amazing talks and testimonials given by the teens
themselves, to Adoration, and who can forget the amazing music our band
played. Also, the wonderful support from the parents and grandparents of
our teens who were always there to support us with a hug, a shoulder to
lean on, a cup of coffee early in the morning, wonderful food (we never
went hungry) and the amazing decorations. No task was beyond them - if
we had a vision they were able to make it happen. On the retreat  I
definitely asked a lot of questions when I wanted to have a huge mud pit.
I didn’t know how it would happen but I had a vision and they pulled it
off. It is one of the funniest moments I remember. Everyone standing there
dripping wet and muddy and all we could do was laugh - now that is pure
joy. Got to love “Parents for Life”.

I am truly grateful for the opportunity I had to be a part of this
program. I will never forget it.”

Melissa Balaguer, Former Teen, LIFE Goes On Member, Core Team
Member

“The teens were fun to be around from the most mischievous to the
most pleasant. I feel comfortable with them!! I always keep them in my
prayers and try to see them serving our Lord in their own way.”

Remy Devoe, Former Youth Director from Holy Spirit and Co-
founder of LIFE TEEN in Jacksonville. 

“It was the first retreat after taking the Youth Director position with
LIFE TEEN. I was amazingly stressed, because I wanted everything to be
“just right.” I knew parents would be watching and kids would be
expecting a certain experience. I had no sleep. I was trying to find a good
medium between disciplinarian, counselor and friend. It was Saturday

10 YEARS OF LEADING TEENS CLOSER
TO CHRIST

continued on page 25
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A Charming Lady
by Lucille Guzzone

This article is a perfect example
of irony because it is about a mem-
ber of the Courier staff who was
interviewing me for her “Spotlight”
Column. While she asked me ques-

tions, I listened closely to her speak
and watched her respond with
interesting comments which made
me wonder about her background. I
had only met her once before, but I
had heard that she was a relatively
new parishioner who threw herself
into parish activities right away
with no hesitation. I noticed that
she teared up as she recalled a
happy and moving experience
involving a young man whom she
took into her home through the
Foundation for the Academics
Students Exchange program. She
and her husband, John, have been
participating in this rewarding and
selfless program for 14 years. But
this is only a fraction of what
makes up this person. Her name is
Charm Saults. Of course her first
name aroused my curiosity.
Evidently she was named
“Charmine” at birth. Since it was
during the Christmas season, her
five year old brother thought she
was his own Christmas gift. He
said that she was his “charm,” and
the name stuck.

Charm has two sons; Robert
who lives in Monroe, N.C. with his
wife, Emily, and son, Zack; and
Tim who lives close by with his
wife, Donna, and sons, Nicholas,
Joshua and Matthew.  Nicholas,
Joshua and Matthew are  students
at Christ the King School. Being a
busy wife, mother and grandmoth-
er can be a full-time job to many,
but Charm manages to fill her other
hours by helping out wherever she
sees a need. At Christ the King she
is a member of the Courier staff,
and has participated in special
events, such as the Carnival, the
Luau, and the Octoberfest. She
worked diligently pricing articles
for the country store and helped
with the clean-up. She is a go-get-
ter.  While she was employed by a
small car dealership in St.
Augustine she managed to sell 600
used cars during a four and a half
month period.  Her awards include
“The Radiant Love” award that she
received in 2005. But she claims
that her more important reward is
merely a hug or a smile from some-
one that she has helped along the
way.

In 1991 Charm was diagnosed
with chronic hepatitis C and cirrho-
sis of the liver. Her doctor claimed
that she would need a liver trans-
plant within five to ten years, and
that she would become deathly ill.
It has been seven and a half years
since that prognosis, but with her
God-given determination and
strong faith, this has not come to
pass.

How does one describe such a
unique and valuable person? She is
generous, kind, optimistic, spiritual
and truly a Charming Lady.

Editor’s note: Charm just
became a greeter at the 7:00 a.m.
Mass so be sure to say “hi” when
you see her.

CTK Men’s Club
by Darlene O’Neal

The CTK Men’s Club has
resumed their meetings as of
September 30, 2008. Men attended
Mass at 5:30 p.m. followed by a

social complete with food that was
cooked on the grill outside the
Vietnamese Cultural Center.

It was billed as “wear your
favorite team colors” night and
most did just that. Wearing a
Georgia Bulldog cap, Bill Joost
welcomed everyone to the gather-
ing. Carl Ludwig spoke to the men
about small groups faith sharing
that is to be introduced at the men’s
club meetings. It is meant to pro-
mote spirituality as well as being a
social club. Carl also told about
how his life was changed through
Cursillo.

The rescheduled featured
speaker for the night was TV4
Sports Director, Sam Kouvaris. He
spoke on a variety of topics, from
behind-the-scenes television to the
Jaguars. He assured everyone that
you can use the internet for any

news you may want 24 hours a day.
He also said that some of the news
we are given on television are opin-
ions of some reporters! He pointed

out that there has never been much
in-depth news on pro-life but there
has been on pro-abortion. His
advice was to get your own news

and to avail yourselves other
sources of information.

A question and answer session
followed with everything from
“Why can’t the Jaguars beat the
Titans?” to discussions about
Jaguar Matt Jones. It was a very
interesting night with great food
and good information. Maybe next
time, more people will come out.
You sure can’t beat the price.

Bishop Kenny Homecoming

by Darlene O’Neal

Bishop Kenny High School
held their homecoming the week-
end of September 27, 2008. Two
weeks prior to the homecoming
football game, students cast their
votes for the students they wanted
to represent Bishop Kenny as
Homecoming King and Queen.

Six young men and six young
women were selected from a field
of 100 students from which to cast
a vote. No one was to know who
the king and queen would be until
the last minute on the football field.
There was lots of excitement dur-
ing the first half of the game as the
cheerleaders fired up the crowd.
There were also some anxious par-
ents and grandparents of the nomi-
nated girls and boys.

Half-time came and cameras
were put on ready. A few parents
and ONE grandmother took their
positions at the edge of the playing
field to get a close-up shot of their
kids as each student was intro-
duced. Bishop Kenny ROTC stu-
dents formed a covered walkway
for the nominees to pass through.
The guys walked alone while the

girls were escorted by their proud
and beaming fathers.

Finally, the royal court was
introduced! Crowned Homecoming
King and Queen was senior Ross
Crabtree and senior Haley O’Neal.
Ross is the son of alumni Lori and
Chip Crabtree. Haley’s parents are
Linda and Pat O’Neal, and she is
the granddaughter of Louie and
Darlene O’Neal, Christ the King
parishioners. Haley’s brother,
Patrick, is a seventh grade student
at Christ the King School.

Pictured with Haley is her dad,
Pat.

Christ the King Luau

By Darlene ONeal 

The first annual Christ the
King Luau was held on
September 6th and was a huge
success! Blessed John XXIII
Hall was the Hawaiian tropics
for the night, thanks to the
many volunteers who worked
endlessly, not only with the dec-
orations but also in the kitchen.

The crowd was larger than
anticipated and some people had to
wait in line a little longer but the
food was great and plentiful. A sep-
arate tiki bar was set up in the
Shirley David Hall complete with a
big screen TV. A tropical backdrop
was available for photos and sever-
al grass skirted girls were seen
among the crowd.

This was one of the best
fundraisers and next year should be
even more fun!
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by Frank Becht

It really was not much of a
surprise when Grand Knight Jose
Praxedes announced the Family of
the Year Award to Louie and
Darlene O’Neal but the hall did
erupt into a mass of joy.

Louie had just been elected to
another year as Warden of Bishop
W. Thomas Larkin Council for the
current year 2008-2009 and
Darlene is serving her second term
as president of the K’Cees, the
women’s auxiliary to the Knights
of Columbus.

Louie became Catholic in 1999
through RCIA and he and Darlene
are still active participants in
RCIA. They both volunteer at the
I.M. Sulzbacher Center monthly;
Louie picks up bakery items at
Publix for those meals.

Louie became a Knight of
Columbus in 2003 and has become
a non-stop worker; he loves to cook
so he and Darlene are involved in
local council cooking as well as
Fourth Degree activities.

Darlene is a Eucharistic
Minister and has joined the Knights
Brotherly Care unit visiting the
sick. Louie serves as an usher at
11:00 a.m. Mass. Darlene is active
in MOMS Ministry with Louie
helping in their activities.

Darlene is active with the
Courier as a proofreader and staff
writer. She has become a regular on
the Money Counters and recently
Louie has joined her.

In 2004, Louie was a daily
volunteer worker painting the
church and other church buildings -
a several-months project. In May
2007 when the church renovation
project began, Louie was one of the
volunteers who worked many full
days until the project was
completed in August 2007.

In July 2008 through mid
September, Louie and Darlene
along with other Knights and
Christ the King volunteers
renovated the Emergency
Pregnancy Services new Arlington
clinic on Merrill Road. 

What’s next? Who knows.

Family Of The Year

New Catholic Web Site

by Frank Becht

The Knights of Columbus have
established a new website called
Headline Bistro featuring
important daily headlines that
Catholics need to know. The
purpose is to present news from the
perspective of Catholics wanting to
know what’s happening in the
Church, our nation and the world.

Headline Bistro presents all
areas of interest to the Catholic
voter from election news, breaking
news and opinions around the
world. It is a one-stop site that
serves up headlines quickly and

provides resources on social issues
important to Catholics such as
marriage, sanctity of life, and a
broad range of topics involving our
faith.

You are invited to spend time
each day reading the headlines
getting the Catholic perspective.
Insert the following web address
into your internet browser and
bookmark for daily updates,
www.headlinebistro.com/en/inde
x.html

Use it daily and learn what
Catholics need to know.

K’CEES Membership
Social

by Darlene O’Neal

The K’Cees held their annual
membership social on August 31 at
the Knights of Columbus council
hall. Twenty-nine ladies attended
the afternoon affair where they
were treated to an assortment of
refreshments.

The K’Cees officers provided
the necessary energy to decorate
and set up the hall as well as
prepare the food. It was a day for
the members to just come and
enjoy themselves. Everyone
seemed to have a good time and

some new members were
welcomed.

Guest speaker, Tracie Cox
Loftus, spoke to the ladies about
Emergency Pregnancy Services
(EPS) and what that group does for
women and girls. She is a very
dedicated young woman who not
only is the Executive Director but
also works very hard physically,
doing whatever it takes to get the
job done. 

K’Cees officers for the coming
year are:

DarleneO’Neal, president
Virginia Moore, vice-president
Rita Wendel, secretary
Carol Warwin, treasurer

First Coast Pops
will perform at Christ the King

on December 6 at 7:00 p.m.
Watch the bulletin for further information.

KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS

50
TH

ANNIVERSARY
Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Council

Knights of Columbus
celebrate 50 years service to

Church and Community

January 18, 2009, Resurrection Parish
After 8:30 a.m. Mass - breakfast served

January 24, 2009, Christ the King Parish
5 p.m. Mass concelebrated by Bishop Galeone,

followed by dinner, 50’s program, and
Frank Broome Ball in Kingdome.
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Love Has No Boundaries
Among the items

purchased for this last
trip to Guayaquil were
such things as personal
products, underwear of
all sizes, clothes for
everyone, and a large
variety of school sup-
plies. Sprinkled in
amongst the items gath-
ered were bottles of
cologne and jewelry for
the older girls. A moun-
tain of stuff was collected
and stored in Daisy’s
spare bedroom. With the
help of the ladies of the
Council the items were
carefully sorted and
packed into 14 large duf-
fle bags and backpacks.
Then Daisy personally
saw that these duffle bags
and backpacks were
brought to JU. On their
spring break the
Jacksonville University students
took this treasure of goods as they
traveled to Ecuador on their mis-
sion of mercy. (Who says that
young people only think about
themselves?) 

At Christmas time last year
Daisy had rallied the women of the
Council to make a cash donation of
$450.00 to buy presents for the
girls. As a result every single girl in
the orphanage received a
Christmas gift. There was even
money left over. It just so happened
at this time there was a severe
drought and consequently many
crops were lost. Food costs were
sky high, so the orphanage was
struggling to put food on the table;
but with the money left over they
were more than able to fill the
pantry! (When God closes one
door, He always opens a window.) 

It wasn’t long after that Daisy
received a package from the
orphanage. Inside the package was

a picture of all the girls with their
Christmas gifts proudly displayed.

There was also a beautiful
plaque of the Blessed Mother with
a note explaining that the plaque
was in gratitude to the ladies of the
St. Augustine Diocese for what
they had done for the girls.  The
letter of thanks was written in
Spanish. It is difficult to get across
the deep emotions expressed when
translating from one language to
another. Suffice to say that it would
bring tears to your eyes as the out-
pouring of affection flowed onto
the pages from grateful hearts.

It is so evident that this ordi-
nary woman, Daisy McDonald, is
anything but ordinary. Her love for
others, especially the less fortu-
nate, has been a blessing for the
many who are unable to speak for
themselves. As long as there are
Daisies in our midst who put their
faith into action the work of the
Lord is assured!

by Yolanda Cerqueira 

Daisy McDonald is an ordinary
woman who does extraordinary
things. She is able to do so because
of her deep love and concern for
others. Much of this is achieved
through her involvement with the
Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women. She has worn many hats in
the Council including being a past
president of our own Christ the
King Council of Catholic Women. 

At the present time Daisy is
chairperson for the arm of the
Diocesan Council that deals with
International Concerns; it is
through this arm that this dynamic
woman has done so much to better
the lives of others.  

Daisy is no stranger to any
work of charity. Many of you know
that it is Daisy who organizes and
motivates us to open our purse
strings when Farm Worker Sunday
rolls around each year. And we do
so gladly!

Would it surprise you to learn
that she was one of the driving
forces behind raising funds to pur-
chase water pumps for third world
countries? The international arm of
the St. Augustine Diocesan Council
had partnered with Catholic Relief

to provide these pumps. In many
villages the people were still lower-
ing buckets into wells to draw
water to drink and bathe. Daisy
didn’t know these people but she
saw the need and acted on it. 

She championed this cause
everywhere she went and it goes
without saying many villages
received pumps because of her per-
sistence.

But this is not an article about
farm workers or water pumps, but
about an orphanage for girls in
Guayaquil, Ecuador. It all began
one Sunday afternoon when Daisy
had some time to sit down and real-
ly read the newspaper. She came
across an article that intrigued her.
The article focused on the fact that
65% of the children in Ecuador are
born to parents who were unable to
care for them. As a result the
greater majority of these babies
ended up in orphanages. As the
article developed, Daisy learned

that the students at Jacksonville
University were working in these
orphanages during spring break
giving their time and talents. 

That’s all Daisy needed to
know. The very next day she con-
tacted Jacksonville University and
was put in touch with Scott Tayloe,
the co-coordinator for special proj-
ects at JU. He told her that the stu-
dents were very committed to these
orphanages. That’s when she made
the decision and said, “I want an
orphanage for our Diocesan
Council!” 

When the Council of Catholic
Women met again, Daisy explained
what she wanted to do. They gave
her the go ahead with this special
International Concerns project
which would be to find a Catholic
orphanage and then to determine its
needs.  She again contacted Scott
Tayloe explaining that she and the
Council wanted a Catholic orphan-
age; Scott agreed to help. It wasn’t
long before Scott called with the
good news of their Catholic
orphanage.  

The orphanage, Fundacion
Dominga Bocca, is a home for 25
girls who range in age from 3 to 18
years. The home provides basic
physical, spiritual, and emotional
care for these young girls with the

older ones helping out with the
younger ones. It is, of course,
Catholic.  

The goal of the Diocesan
Council project was to gather
clothing and other items of necessi-
ty. With Daisy heading up this
work, there was no doubt of its suc-
cess. In fact it has succeeded so
well that the project which began in
2006 has been extended through
2010.  Daisy and the students at
Jacksonville University have been
working together for three years
now. 

It is the generosity of the
women in the Christ the King
Council of Catholic Women,
together with the entire Diocesan
Council, that has made this project
such an overwhelming success. It is
safe to say that the extent of this
endeavor would not have been as
great without the gentle prodding
of the head cheerleader herself,
Daisy McDonald.

Pumpkin Ice Cream Pie
by Mary Ann Sullivan

This recipe is from 35 years ago. It was from a restaurant in
Buffalo NY called John’s Flaming Hearth.

1 Baked Pie Shell, graham cracker, ginger snap or regular
1 Cup Seasoned Pumpkin Pie Filling (Comstock or other pie fill-
ing with spices already added)
1 Cup Heavy Cream
1 Qt. Vanilla Ice Cream

1. Spread softened ice cream in bottom of pie shell
2. Put into freezer until firm
3. Whip cream and fold into seasoned pumpkin mixture
4. Spoon over ice cream and freeze
5. Remove from freezer 1/2 hr. before serving
6. Top with tablespoon of whipped cream
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Words From Teens

as told to Charm Saults

We can all use a new way of looking at things. There are few things
in this world that are free. One is being able to look through the eyes of
another and get a new prospective on things. Here are statements made
by some the teens who joined in on the LifeTeen Retreat.

Thomas, who is an exchange student from China, summed up his
experience as follows: “I think I obtained a lot. I have grown up some and
matured. I learned about American holidays; Easter according to the
Bible; the New Testament; Jesus was crucified, buried, and rose again on
the third day. The death of Jesus was to ransom the world from sin.

Halloween it’s said that the dead and their souls will come visit on
Halloween in the world, so people dress like ghosts and demons to
protect themselves.

I learned a lot about Jesus. Jesus is a great teacher. He taught the
people about God, He is the son of God. Jesus was born to save the
people in the world and take their sin. He is in heaven with God still
influencing the world.

When everybody prayed to God and Jesus, I was moved deeply. I
know I am a sinner. I have made many mistakes, but the Father Priest told
me, “God created me, God loves me, and God will forgive me. So I also
bowed down to God and prayed for God to forgive my sins. After praying
I felt relieved, I felt a new day had come. I felt the world become more
beautiful and wonderful.

I also learned about thanks, I really feel I am too little to compare to
God, God is so great. God created the world, humans and everything
around us, so I want to thank God. 

When I came to America in August I did not know anything a lot
about America and knew nothing of God.

I now have lots of friends helping me learn and host parents, also
teaching me about American culture. I want to say, Thank you.”

Jack is from South Korea and his English is rough, so he had a harder
time to understand. Jack said he did not understand the purpose of the
camp. Why was he there? Why did everyone sing Christmas Carols and
Happy Birthday? Why were people surprised sometimes at dinnertime?
He thought how can I make friends and understand better. He is shy and
did not ask a lot of questions or talk with others. But he did say the teens
would talk to him and try to explain. They accepted him as he is. 

Jack said he did learn, he needs to talk more and ask questions;
sometimes be a bit crazy and try anything.

One thing he did remember was about the holidays and Jesus plays an
important part in our lives. He believes it was an important experience to
get him started on learning about Jesus and trying to talk more to people.

He wants to thank everyone who helped him.

Ashley Anderson
John Armon Antolin

Brandon Chin
Crystal Claxton

Jan Edward Dela Cruz
Christina Diaz
Andrew Dinh
Mallory Frye

Christina Gagnon
Christine Grochmal

Kelsey Hayes

Jason Infante
Jordan Kierce

Kyle Longenecker
Paul Longenecker
Clayton Ludwig

Miranda McCown
Ashlea McCrone
Melissa Mitchell

James Mollenhour
Samantha Nagle

Mackenzie Nichols

Amanda Niesen
Matthew Niesen

Brian Orcullo
Megan Raesemann
Trenton Raesemann

Albert Tine, III
Timothy Vergenz

Amy Wallace
Tyler Wildes

Robert Yarborough
Dena Yazji

Bishop Kenny High School
First Quarter Honor Roll

Bishop Snyder High School
Second Honors

Karla Aguirre-Guzman
Steven Gardner

Taylor Hull

Andrew Klima
Sydney St. Pierre

ROYAL EVENTS WITH THE
QUEENS AND KINGS

by Barbara Hanuscin, President

At the June, 2008, meeting of the
Queens and Kings Social Ministry
meeting, we said a warm “thank
you” to past presiding president, Bill
Campbell; past Secretary, Jane
Middleton, past treasurer, Olin
Middleton, as past president Barbara
Hanuscin stepped into role of
President for 2008-2009.  Ann
Seravo presided over the oath taking of president, Barbara; vice president,
Judy Murphy; secretary, Jeannette Lipman; and treasurer, Monika
Chapell.  The officers met over the summer months to begin planning for
the upcoming events beginning September, 2008, thru June, 2009.

The September 2009 meeting was a “Back to School” theme. Theresa
Snider and Wanda Magne did a great job with the decorating, using lots
of construction paper, apples in baskets as centerpieces and even a
chalkboard message.  It all made one feel they were in a classroom.  There
were directional signs to “go there” and “do this” and then on to the next
station.  Members donated school items that were presented to Christ the
King School.  Value of the items was estimated at approximately $150.00.
In keeping with the theme, Pat Colvin, of A.H.E.C., was the surprise guest
speaker. The topic was “successful aging” meaning our age isn’t
necessarily measured chronologically, but rather by our attitudes and
keeping involved in our community. Members and guests were put to
work filling out updated surveys. The members and guests were then
instructed to grab their paper bag “pack their school lunches” from a
buffet laden with peanut butter & jelly and other assorted wrapped
sandwiches, pretzels, chips and snack cakes and cookies.  Members took
yearly calendars with birthdays and special events noted. Their
“homework” was to keep them updated.  Committee manuals were lined
up on tables and members were given the opportunity to sign up on
various committees.  It was a working but fun meeting.

October 12, 2008, the Queens and Kings hosted the Gospelaires from
Ft. Caroline Church.  A crowd  including about a dozen guests and some
new members, enjoyed their inspirational music.  The hall was bedecked
beautifully by the special touch of Decorating Committee Chairman
Teresa Snider and volunteer Wanda Magne.  Set up committee co-chairs
Jane and Olin Middleton were there ahead of time with their volunteers
such as Florence Barfield and Bill Campbell, who helped prepare the hall
for the special event.  Vice President Judy Murphy and Membership
Committee Chair, Emilia Hubbart, were on hand to greet all, pass out club
rosters, collect dues, and sign up new members.  The members
themselves put on a wonderful spread of tasty finger foods.  There
weren’t many left-overs to contend with.

About two years ago, the Queens and Kings hosted the visionary,
Judith, who spoke on behalf of the planned Jacksonville Arboretum.
Queens and Kings were one of the first groups to donate to this
preservation area located off Monument Road. On October 29, 2008, past
president, Bill Campbell; treasurer, Monika Chapell; and president,
Barbara Hanuscin, had the honor of attending the pre-opening ceremony
of the Jacksonville Arboretum. It will be a wonderful nature area with
paths, creek, ravine, lake, and indigenous species of plants of Florida, that
all can enjoy when they open to the public on November 15, 2008.  All
Queens and Kings should be proud of being in on the ground floor of such
a gift to posterity.

At the Time and Talent Expo, Sunday, November 2, 2008, the Queens
and Kings joined the other ministries of Christ the King in presenting a
display to inform all of the mission and activities of the group.

In November, the event is a Thanksgiving covered dish meal. At this
time food is collected for donation to the St. Vincent de Paul Society.  In
December we will have the annual catered Christmas Dinner at Mill Cove
Golf & Country Club (by reservation only). In January we will welcome
in the Baby New Year with donations of baby items for Emergency
Pregnancy Services or St. Gerald’s House.  In February, Queens and
Kings will celebrate St.Valentines Day with  a performance by Keyboard
Connections.  By the way, we have our own pianist, Joe Connelly, who
tickles the ivories of the piano at each of our meetings, to the delight of
all.  St. Patrick’s day will be the March theme.  In April there will be a
dinner theatre with performances by the Village Players.  May will
celebrate Cinco de Mayo, our Mexican theme.  June will be a picnic in
the park theme and installation of new officers for 2009-2010.

Please come and see what we are all about on second Sundays at
12:30 p.m. in the Shirley David Hall (except for December).  Remember
the Queens and Kings is a diverse interdenominational social ministry for
anyone over the age of 50 years, regardless of marital status, or religion.
Welcome, baby boomers, as you pass that milestone, and remember, age
isn’t always measured chronologically, but by your attitude.
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and we had free time. All I was thinking about was the schedule and what
was next. My mind was all over the place! We played the game with the
buckets of water and sponges. Everyone just started throwing wet sponges
at each other and we had a major water war. It was a blast! Well, the kids
finally had to start getting ready to go back in. There I was: alone, soaking
wet, surrounded by a field of wet sponges and buckets. I started picking
up the sponges and a powerful happiness swept over me and I thanked
God and told Him there was, truly, no place I would rather be than alone,
soaking wet, surrounded by a field of sponges and buckets and having to
clean up after a huge water war. Being a part of the LIFE TEEN Ministry
has been an honor and a gift. I’m happy to say I am a piece of a whole
that acted as a liaison between The Holy Trinity and the awesome youth
of Jacksonville!”

Christina Venezia Retzer, Former Music for Life Member, Core Team
Member and Youth Director. 

“I was a LIFE TEEN Core Team member from 2000 through 2003. I
got involved after experiencing Mass with the teens who had just returned
from the “Great Adventure” retreat in the fall of 2000. Just seeing those
teens so involved with Mass: serving, singing, testifying and really paying
attention was remarkable to me. I had such a hunger for God when I was
their age, but because it was not popular and because there was really no
outlet for it, I turned my attention to what my peers were interested in. The
opportunity to work with teens and encourage in them a desire for
holiness and relationship with God in all three persons was like a dream
to me.

Of course, some of the teens were “already there”, practicing their
faith, some were there only to appease their parents and some were
downright against attending. Through LIFE Nights, Masses and retreats I
got to experience the joy of their conversions. Some were slow and
steady, others more emotional and quick. No matter their level of self-
consciousness or rebelliousness in their worship, I remember that not one
of them could resist the intimacy of quiet time with Jesus in adoration.
Seeing even the tough guys and girls who seemed to enjoy being
disruptive during teachings and small group time gaze up at Him lovingly
and really praying made it all worth it. I could not help but notice how
even our troublemakers seemed drawn to the holier teens and Core Team
members.

They recognized the beauty of the Holy Spirit reflected in those
people and I saw their hunger for the same.

What a blessing it was to be involved in this ministry. In the years
after I left, I ran into some of our teens after they had graduated high
school. Some continued in their walk with Christ, others relaxed it a bit.
All of them told me what a great time they had in the ministry. I know
many of those teens had consistent reinforcement of Catholic teaching at
home, but for the ones who did not; I praise God for the blessing of this
ministry in their lives. I know it made a difference. I saw it, and in seeing
it, those teens made a difference in my life and helped strengthen my faith,
as well.”

Lori-Ann Walker Holbrook, Former LIFE TEEN Core Member

“I was a part of the LIFE TEEN ministry for a total of 7 years. I was
a teen for four of those years, then joined Life Goes on and went on to be
a Core Member. There were so many different things about this ministry
that had drawn me to it, and that made me want to stay apart of it for as
long as I did. Even long after I had left, I still am drawn to it, I still miss
it, and I still miss being a part of something so genuine and wonderful.

Trying to put into a small paragraph all the amazing memories and
experiences I had is tough! But the more I thought about it, the more it all
came back to the same thing. There was nothing more beautiful to me,
than seeing the reaction of youth to Christ. It is something so pure, and
something so physical, that it literally amazed me everytime I saw it. As
a teen, seeing myself and my peers experience the love of Christ, and as
an adult, to see youth around me falling in love with Christ. Some for the
first time, some all over again. It was overwhelming to see that Christ
Himself could break through to teens, and through the help of His Blessed
Mother, open their eyes to what was around Him and open their hearts to
His unconditional love. It’s a gift He gave to us as Core Members as well.
It was inspiring, beautiful, and made us all feel full of love. LIFE TEEN
helped everyone involved feel the love of God as obvious as the sun
shining on us. It is something I’ll never forget and could not be more
grateful to have been a part of.”

Pauline Savino, Former Life Goes On Member and Core Member

Leading Teens Closer to Christ – the mission statement of LIFE TEEN
- is just the beginning. Because while the Holy Spirit is leading teens
closer to Christ, in many ways the teens are leading young adults, parents,
grandparents and younger folks closer to Christ as well. It’s a seed that is
planted and nourished in them and in us. Christ the King remains
committed to our high school teens through this ministry and we are
forever thankful.

10 YEARS OF LEADING TEENS CLOSER TO CHRIST
continued from page 26

by Nancy Powers

As we look back on our 10 year history with LIFE TEEN, we also
reflect on what’s happening on the national level since our humble
beginnings.  So here are some interesting facts:

LIFE TEEN operates three summer camp facilities for middle and
high school youth – Camp Covecrest in Georgia, Camp Rockyvine in
Missouri, and Camp Tepeyac in Arizona.  In 2008, Covecrest and
Rockyvine were sold out!

LIFE TEEN hosts conferences around the country for youth director
training, musician training, women’s retreats, Core Member
University for core member training and liturgy workshops.

LIFE TEEN works closely with the USCCB to insure that all of the
materials used by LIFE TEEN parishes around the country are sound
Catholic teaching and liturgical in every way – including liturgical
music which must be easy to sing in order to encourage full active
participation and scriptural.   LIFE TEEN was also recently contacted
by a major Catholic university wanting to purchase materials to use as
a teaching resource in their Theology Department with regards to
youth ministry.

LIFE TEEN is currently exploring the implementation of a diocesan
wide LIFE TEEN model with two dioceses in other states.  LIFE
TEEN would provide annual training and the diocese would
implement LIFE TEEN in all their parishes.

LIFE TEEN has a dynamic website at www.lifeteen.com and a
presence on iTunes with Mark Hart’s Sunday, Sunday, Sunday –
reflections on the Mass readings.

LIFE TEEN has begun an internship program in Mesa, AZ and
Covecrest for young adults who will use the opportunity to help local
LIFE TEEN programs and summer camps while discerning their
personal vocation.  This is a pilot program called LIFE TEEN
Missionaries with the hopes that it will be expanded nationwide.

LIFE TEEN has begun the process of becoming an official movement
of the Catholic Church.  They are currently meeting with Vatican
officials to further this application.

LIFE TEEN is devoted to the Eucharist and our Blessed Mother.
Amen!  We do believe!

LIFE TEEN National
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Hi, my name is Tara Crisp. I graduated from Christ the King School
and Bishop Kenny, and now I am an independent parishioner here at
Christ the King. I’ve been very blessed in my life to have found a Catholic
community that supports and loves its youth as much as Christ the King
does. After years of Catholic education that were less then exciting, I
found myself yearning for more truth and knowledge of the Catholic
faith. I got involved in LIFE TEEN on a parish level during high school.
It was great and exciting, but left me still with more questions than
answers. After high school I knew I wanted to give back to the program
that had taught me so much.  I’ve become a core member, and this is
where things really started connecting.

LIFE TEEN is a national organization that puts together materials that
help make Catholicism make sense in today’s society. It can be an
awesome program when it is executed correctly. After serving as a core
member for two years, the youth director, Christina Davis, told me that
LIFE TEEN National owns camps around the country that put on week-
long summer camps for high school and middle school students.  

I was really excited at the thought of camp because I’ve always
wanted to be a summer counselor or go to camp myself. But I knew it
would be impossible to get everything together in time. So, I started to
think the summer of 2007 would be the same as others had been. I would
just take a few classes and work. But God had other plans. After Christina
came back from convention, she said “Tara they really need staff and I’ll
do whatever it takes to help you.” 

Well, God totally wanted me there and in July, 2007 I headed to Tiger,
Georgia, not knowing a soul. After a life changing summer, I knew that if
there was a way to go back I would. I started to plan ahead for the summer
of 2008. I applied early and networked with a bunch of LIFE TEEN
National people. They all thought I did great last summer, and they would
love to have me on board for this summer. I was beyond thrilled, but
things just don’t come together this easily. 

LIFE TEEN National owns two camps. Covecrest in Tiger, Georgia,
and one in Prescott, Arizona.  At Covecrest you’re on top of a mountain,
with green pastures, waterfalls, slip and slide, white water rafting, air
conditioned bunks, and bathrooms for staff only, and it’s air conditioned.
Plus you have two hundred plus teens coming each week. That’s a chance
for you to minister to them and love them. Well, summer staff 2007 did
such a great job at Covecrest, they decided returning staff members would
be sent out to Prescott, AZ, to help build the camp reputation out there,
and bring more youth to that camp. I about died when I heard I was going
to Tepeyac. My plans suddenly got too busy for camp and there was no
way I could spend five weeks in Arizona. Everything that I had cleared by
Christmas break last year to go back to Covecrest suddenly got full for the
summer of 2008. I would work hours to make more money; suddenly
school seemed to be a good option, so I could graduate early. I thought to
myself, “ No way am I going to Tepeyac.” Everyone I talked to had said
that Tepeyac is the ugly step-sister to Covecrest. It’s just different. 

Well, again, God proved that He had a much bigger plan. By July 6th
I was flying with my friend Molly, another staffer I met last summer, out
to Phoenix, Arizona. Our only comforting thought was that if we were
miserable, then at least we could be miserable together. The plane landed
and it was a cool 115degrees. We arrived at Camp Tepeyac.  Instead of the
rolling green pastures, we had pine trees as far as the eye could see; in fact
there was not a patch of green grass anywhere. There were no waterfalls,
no amenities that could compare to Covecrest. We were taken from a five
star luxury resort to a motel. The girls were dropped off at their bunk
house that consisted of six bunks and we claimed our beds. This was
definitely going to take some getting used to. Our bathrooms were going
to be shared with the campers and shower hours were in place. And there
was no cook for our first week at camp. Summer staff was in charge of
cooking. There would, however, be a cook for the remaining weeks when
the teens would arrive. I remember looking at Molly from across the room
and wanting to break down. After the shock of being taken out of our
comfort zone and time zone, I decided I could be miserable for the next
four weeks or I could give out of my poverty and make it the best
experience. I chose option number two.  As the weeks unfolded it was no
Covecrest.  It was no summer 2007. But it was summer 2008 that really
stretched me and allowed Christ to work through me.

The overall theme of LIFE TEEN National this year is to be
Consumed by Grace. Camp usually plays off the theme and this year’s
was the Amazing Race. On Monday campers arrived.  We opened the day
with Mass in the morning and had lunch together, then off to our assigned
areas. As campers arrive we keep them entertained by playing volleyball,
basketball, board games, or just talking with them. Around five o’clock
camp officially opens with goofy skits and icebreakers. After the opening
of camp it was time to let loose again for dinner and a carnival. Our
carnival included a dunk tank, a pie throwing contest, watermelon seed-
spitting contest, face painting, and of course a Snow Cone made by
Monsignor Moyer. Teens were then brought into session about The
Nativity—-learning what grace was pouring out on us because of Christ’s

birth. Tuesday, camp picked up its pace and we had a scavenger hunt all
around the sixty acres of camp Tepeyac; then Mass and lunch. After lunch
the teens had free time but the next session would begin with a live re-
enactment of the nativity  put on by some of the staffers.  In the afternoon
teens had the chance to go to confession, listen to staff testimonies, and
spend time in parish small groups. 

Wednesday and Thursday we split the camp to boys and girls. Girls
were taken on a hike up to a lookout where we prayed the rosary and
spent time just being women. In the afternoon we went swimming. While
girls were being girls, the boys were climbing the ropes. Camp Tepeyac
has one of the largest rope courses west of the Mississippi. It includes a
fifty foot tower and a zip line that makes grown men shake at the knees.
On the other side of camp they have a double decker rope course that has
fun obstacles each camper can accomplish. At night we had sessions that
were centered on the empty tomb and Pentecost. Thursday afternoon at
Mass we came back together as a camp, and Thursday night we
experienced Adoration. Friday came all too fast, and we would have
Gladiator Games. Each parish was broken down into teams and they had
to compete in different games. After lunch the winning teams from each
parish went into battle with each other and the winning team had the right
to brag. It was a fun day covered by war paint, food fights, and clean
practical jokes. We got cleaned up and it was time for dinner and Mass,
with a night session that included staff praying over each person in the
room. Saturday was a sad day. It was time to clean up; celebrate Mass
together; and say our good-byes. On Saturdays staff were able to call
home; nap; and get ready for a night on the town in Prescott. That usually
consisted of dinner and a weekly trip to Walmart to set up for next week’s
camp. 

Although, it wasn’t anything I pictured it to be, I found my heart in
Tepeyac. I had a dose of humbleness from Monsignor Moyer, a stubborn
man but a man who has my utmost respect. It became our little joke as
staffers to see how many times Monsignor would have me run back and
forth for things. Summer 2008, although vastly different from 2007, I am
now sold on. I don’t need all the amenities that I thought I needed. Instead
of having an overwhelming two hundred teens, we had about eighty each
week. This allowed for every staffer to learn the name of each camper and
one special thing we loved about them. I made some lifelong connections
with this staff. It was truly a blessing for me to serve at each camp; and
each camp has taught me something vastly different. I appreciate the
people who supported me financially and with prayers while I was
serving at camp. I take comfort in knowing that there are incredible teens
out there and in spite of the negative you hear on television about youth
today, we need not worry. There are lots of them doing just the right
things. 

God Bless

Tara Crisp goes to LIFE TEEN Camp

A Senior Holiday Extravaganza
Presented by

Legacy of Care Health Clinic
& the Fil-Am Ministry

December 6, 2008, in the Kingdome
FREE for seniors 60 and above
Health screening, information,

dinner & entertainment
Check bulletin for more information
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LIFE TEEN & EDGE DATES
LIFE TEEN (9th-12th graders) 
November 30- Happy Thanksgiving! No Life Night 
December 7- Are you In?- Why be Catholic? How does Catholicism
compare to other Faiths? 
December 12- Matt Maher Concert at Christ the King
December 14- No Life Night 
December 21- eXaLT (XLT)- Praise and Worship, Adoration, and a
great talk 
December 28- Merry Christmas. No Life Night 

EDGE (6th-8th grade) 
EDGE events are open to all 6th-8th graders in Christ the King School
and in Religious Education 
December 6-7 The Seuss is Loose EDGE retreat at Marywood 

Imagine This
by Katie Szarkowski

Imagine this—-31 middle school and high school girls, a room cov-
ered in fun princess decorations, and a chocolate fountain. Sounds like
fun, right? Christ the King’s girl’s groups is open to all girls in 6th-12th
grade, and we meet for something fun on the first Friday of the month. In
October, we met in Blanchart Center for an all night Princess Party. 

The night began with a pasta dinner and dance party. The high school
girls came to help volunteers and lead small groups.  They played games,
danced around to High School Musical and Mama Mia, and even got their
nails painted. Wendy and Kim Le, who are active members in the
Vietnamese Community and own Mimi Nails in Riverside, came to do
nails for all the girls. Their nails were decorated with their names, flow-
ers, polka dots, and so much more! 

After a few hours of fun, we sat down for a little “girl talk” so we
could talk about who God is calling us to be as girls! All the girls felt like
there is a lot of pressure on them to be perfect, especially to be thin and
beautiful. We talked through this, and shared with them how much God
loves them, and they are called to be exactly who God has created them
to be! After about an hour of talking, since it was First Friday, we took the
girls to the chapel for an hour of Adoration. 

They came back to Blanchart Center to find the chocolate fountain
overflowing with delicious dark chocolate and more bananas, strawber-
ries, marshmallows, and pretzels than they could ever eat. The night
ended in prayer, and they set their beds up, giggled and told secrets, and
went to sleep while watching Enchanted. 

Ministry to the girls in our parish is one of our most popular youth
ministry programs. It is so important for girls to find good friends who
will encourage them to be who God created them to be. All the girls in our
parish are invited on any first Friday of the month to join us for our activ-
ities.  

Girls, always remember you are a princess, because you are a daugh-
ter of the King of Kings. 

by Wendy Le

As Christians we are all called to praise and worship the Lord with all
of our hearts, minds, and souls. God desires his people to enter into an
intimate relationship with him so that we may experience the fullness of
his love and goodness through Jesus Christ. It is an intimate friendship
with the King of kings, who is our loving Father, our Savior the lover of
our souls, and His ever present Spirit. On August 29 to the 31 the teens
from Christ the King were able to experience the spirit of God moving
through them with their brothers and sisters at the retreat held in Cherry
Lake entitled “For your Glory.” Throughout the retreat the teens were
assured of God’s love for them and were encouraged “Whether [they] eat
or drink, or whatever [they] do, do everything for the glory of God”
(1Cor.10:31). The youth minister, Katie Szarkowski, the core members,
music for life participants, parents for life, and the parish prayed unceas-
ingly, so that these words from St. Paul would penetrate their hearts, con-
vincing them to give honor and glory to God in all the things that they do.

Katie and the core team demonstrated how the teens should give glory
to God during Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Year, and
Easter through skits and talks. They were encouraged to not get entangled
into the culture of consumerism, but to be renewed in Christ, so that he
can transform them by the power of the Holy Spirit. The teens were invit-
ed to become active participants in their relationship with Christ. As chil-
dren of God they are called to live “set apart” from the world (to be in the
world, but not of the world). There are countless challenges that teens
face today, but because of Jesus Christ they know that there are many joys
and new discoveries that await them in the loving arms of Christ. As their
Father and Good Shepherd He will find them, tend to them, protect them,
and bring them home. Jesus wants to set them free from society’s current
ways of thinking. He doesn’t want them to “store up for [themselves]
treasures on earth, where moth and decay destroy, or [where] thieves can
break in and steal” (Matthew 6:19). The Lord wants them to store up
treasures in heaven such as love, charity, hope, faith, compassion, and
mercy that will last forever. God wants children who will worship Him
with a pure and holy heart full of his
love. 

The Passion play, praise and wor-
ship, adoration, confession, and
Mass were powerful ways in which
the teens were able to experience the
love of Christ. The teens first medi-
tated on the passion of Jesus Christ
and were reminded of God’s endless
love and mercy for them. This is a
love that God exemplifies for them
on the cross. God “ so loved the
world that he gave his only son, so
that everyone who believes in him
might not perish but might have eter-
nal life” (John 3:16). In adoration,
the teens were given the opportunity to pour out their hearts, desires,
dreams, hopes, disappointments, and joys to the Lord. They were able to
renew their faith in God; surrender themselves; and seek forgiveness and
healing. There were teens who for the first time gave their life over to
Jesus Christ, and many others who renewed their faith in Christ. Each of
them were prayed over by Father Zehler, Katie, and the core members.
During reconciliation the teens experienced the power of God’s forgive-
ness and graces. God’s power to cleanse their conscience and put to death
their guilt, shame, and despair gave them a spirit of freedom to worship
and give thanks. Their bold statements of repentance set them free from
the bondage of sin and Satan. It was an affirmation on the value of their
lives, and that they wanted to continue to grow in holiness with the Lord.
Furthermore, during Mass they continued to experience heaven and earth

For the Glory of God
uniting in the Eucharistic celebration. At the banquet table, the teens were
able to receive Jesus Christ’s body, blood, soul, humanity, and divinity.
Their thirst for the Lord was satisfied by Christ’s river of living water, and
their hunger was satisfied by the bread of life. 

At the end of the retreat, Father Zehler commissioned Katie, all the
core members, and the teens to “make disciples of all nations” (Matthew
28:19). The teens were encouraged to use their talents and gifts to glorify
God. God wants to fill them up with the Holy Spirit, who will inspire their
hearts to become ambassadors for Christ to proclaim his gospel. Luke
states, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you,
and you will be my witness” (Acts 1:8). The Holy Spirit will awaken their
sleeping spirit to worship and work for the Lord. To be able to become
ambassadors for the Lord, the teens were encouraged to submit their will
at the feet of Jesus; pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit; confess their
sins; have faith; give praises to God; attend Mass; and immerse them-
selves in the word of Christ. Let’s continue to pray for an increase of faith
and trust in the Lord for the teens at Christ the King, as well as the youth
around the world. In addition, we pray that God  empowers them with the
Holy Spirit, so that they can witness the love of Christ through their
words and actions. Furthermore, through the spirit of self-sacrificing
unconditional love, they will love God with all of their hearts, souls, and
minds. In doing so they will love their neighbor and themselves giving all
glory and honor to God! Praise the Lord for he is good!!!
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by Father Brian Carey

In connection with my Golden Jubilee I have been reflecting
on priesthood. 

In the New Testament there is only one priest, Jesus Christ.
What am I then? I am a Sacrament, constituted a visible sign of
Grace by Ordination, just as you have been constituted a child of
God through Baptism. I am called to be a visible sign of Jesus the
priest, for you.

Jesus wants you to know that He baptizes your children in the
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. He wants you
to know you and your children are confirmed in the Holy Spirit.

He wants you to hear time and time again, “This is my body
which is given up for you. This is my blood which is shed for you
and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in memory of me.”

He wants you to hear, “I absolve you from your sins.”
When you marry, He wants you to hear him call you to love

each other until death. 
When you are ill He wants you to hear, “Through this

anointing may the Lord in his love and mercy help you with the
grace of the Holy Spirit. May the Lord who frees you from sin
save you and raise you up.”

When you are dying He wants you to hear him say, “Go forth
Christian soul in the name of the Father who created you; in the
name of the Son who redeemed you; in the name of the Holy
Spirit who sanctified you. Go forth in the company of Mary, the
mother of Jesus and all the saints into the presence of Almighty
God.”

He wants you to know that I was ordained to offer Holy Mass
for the living and the dead; to read and preach the Gospel, and
care for the souls in my charge.

It is all for you. The only Sacrament I can celebrate for myself
is the Eucharist. I cannot forgive myself my sins or anoint myself.
It is all about Jesus and you and your salvation, priests are
ordained for you.

Reflection on My Golden Jubilee

In my reflection I know I have sometimes failed in my calling
and need to repent and be forgiven. I know I have been supported
spiritually and materially by you, and challenged. Thank you for
that. May God bless and sustain you always.




