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C O U R I E RC O U R I E R

by Darlene O’Neal

Congratulations to the Knights of Columbus of Council
#4727 for 50 years of service to God, your Church and your
community. 

The Knights of Columbus is the largest Catholic men’s
organization in the world. Founded by Father Michael
McGivney in 1882, it was originally formed to provide support
to members and families in difficult times.

Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Council #4727 (originally
formed as Arlington Council #4727) has come a long way from
the first days of meeting in the wooden frame building in the
woods known as the Club House, to the present building on the
Arlington Expressway.

The Arlington Council was chosen by Father Thomas
Larkin, the first pastor of Christ the King parish, to replace the
Holy Name Society. Today, the council includes Resurrection
parish as well. It is these two parishes that are celebrating 50
years of service as Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Council #4727. 

The festivities for the 50th Anniversary began with a breakfast at Resurrection parish after the 8:30 a.m. Mass on January 18,
2009. On Saturday, January 24, 2009, Bishop Victor Galeone concelebrated the 5:00 p.m. Mass at Christ the King parish with
Monsignor Mortimer Danaher, Monsignor James Heslin, Monsignor Vincent Haut, Father Jason Trull, Father Steven Zehler and
Father Thanh, who cut short his trip to Vietnam to celebrate with us this special anniversary of the Knights of Columbus.

Knights Of Columbus
Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Council #4727 

Celebrates 50th Anniversary
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The mission of  Christ the King Courier is to provide our Christ The King Family with information and news regarding our faith and
parish ministries. The goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the ministries of our parish in the hope
that people can use this information to bring you closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two of
many of God's gifts, and through Christ the King Courier parishioners can share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King
Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message
of the Gospel of Christ the King.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as
exemplifying the content and character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility,
gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.  The Lord has
forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in
your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to
refuse articles, poetry, advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. The appearance of advertising in these pages does
not imply endorsement of businesses, services and products.  Readers must exercise prudence in responding to advertising in all
media. Political advertising not accepted. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials submitted for publication.

We have had much to think and pray about lately, the war in Iraq and Gaza, gas prices
going up and down and up again, the election of our new president, President Obama, our
economy plummeting and trying to right itself and how all of this is affecting us and our
family.

One of the catch phrases I’ve been hearing a lot lately is “getting back to basics” – taking
stock of our lives and what is really important. As Catholics we already know what that
means…our list is short: God, family and community are at the top. With God at the helm all
things are possible. As a family we pray together and focus on His love. Scriptures teach us
how to love ourselves, our family and our neighbors.  Christmas is the season of the birth of
Jesus…it began with family. Joseph and Mary had to leave their family and travel to
Jerusalem and there they expanded their family when baby Jesus was born. 

Family is important…as babies we depend heavily upon our moms, our dads, and other
relatives. We learn from our family what matters most. We learn to participate in family life,
praying together, working together, eating and playing together. We are united.

As we become aware of our community we begin to participate outside of our family. We
connect with community. We pray with others, we work with others, we eat and play with
others. We are united. 

Our world grows with knowledge and expands as we meet more people but our roots
begin with God and family. We learn how diversified our world is and how it works. We see
our connection with world affairs.

A few weeks ago all of us celebrated the Epiphany. The Wise Men came to honor the boy
child, Jesus. During this celebration of honor, Christ the King honored and celebrated our
community’s diversity. Father Zehler led all in the Mass, the readings and prayers were said
in several different languages by volunteers. At the end of Mass he invited everyone to gather
as a community united in its purpose to share our love with each other. I heard it was a great
success…everyone who came enjoyed each other’s company and experienced wonderful
taste sensations from all over the world. You connected with each other. 

I too had the opportunity to celebrate Epiphany Sunday but in Vietnam. I connected with
relatives and friends. It was also a success. No matter where we celebrated, all of us came back to the basics; God, family, and community.

God created us in unity. At Mass we are one in the body of Christ at the celebration of the Eucharist. At Mass we do get back to basics. We know
that God has a plan for each of us. We are united in a purpose to serve and love Jesus Christ and through Him we serve our family and our community.
We are reminded that united we stand; embracing our diversity. At each Mass we draw strength from God through participation in the Eucharist and
at the commissioning we are asked to go out and preach the Good News. With God we know that all things are possible.

In this Pauline year I like to reflect on St. Paul’s message on unity which I want to share with you today.  “…God gives us many kinds of special
abilities, but it is the same Holy Spirit who is the source of them all. There are different kinds of service to God but it is the same Lord we are serving.
There are many ways in which God works in our lives, but it is the same God who does the work in and through all of us who are his. (I Corinthians
12:4-6)  …We are no longer Jews or Greeks or slaves or free men or even merely men or women, but we are all the same…we are Christians; we are
one in Christ Jesus.” (Galations 3:28). 

May you be happy and grow in Christ. May God’s peace follow you always.

In Christ and Mary,
Father Thanh

Dear Readers,

You will notice in this issue a
few changes. I hope that you view
them for the better. Certainly that is
the aim.

First and foremost, is the
addition of a Kid’s Page. This is the
creation of graphic artist, Mario
Macari, who has generously
allowed us to use this one and
others in future free of charge. He
has been creating children’s pages
for the Catholic Herald in
Milwaukee for some time. To make
space for the addition of the Kid’s
Page, we eliminated the ministries
pages. The bulletin and the newly
active webpage keep the

information about ministries much
more current and more easily
available. The proofreaders were
really happy about this one.

You will also notice that the
Knights of  Columbus 50th
Anniversary celebration is one of
the biggest spreads that the Courier
has done in some time. This would
seem appropriate, given the scope
of the mission of the Knights of
Columbus and the
accomplishments of our Bishop
Larkin Council. Congratulations to
the Council and its members. It was
a pleasure to showcase your
celebration.

In the spirit of the Journeys of
St. Paul (page 6), be sure to enjoy

the coverage of our Epiphany
Dinner. Much of the food that we
enjoyed at the dinner would have
been familiar to St. Paul, and he
surely would have enjoyed the
foods from the New World.

As always, we have lots of ads
for activities in the next couple of
months. Do consider participating
in an activity or two that would not
ordinarily be on your list of “things
to do.” The various charitable
organizations with which we are all
familiar are struggling to provide
their services, so their fundraising
efforts need extra support and
participation. 
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What’s Happening

We woud like to welcome the following individuals and families to
Christ the King Community

We would like to acknowledge the following parishioners who were
recently united into the  Sacrament of Marriage.

Marriages:

Letters

Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier cer-
tain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the
Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct
quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,
if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not
capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

Dear Friends,

What a wonderful time of year! Christmas brings with it time to spend
with our families and friends. It lets us reflect on our blessings. And most
of all, we think of Jesus’ birth so many years ago. Reading the Christmas
story from the Bible is a tradition for many families. It is an old story that
still brings hope to many.

Here at Arlington Community Services, we have been so blessed dur-
ing this holiday season. Many of you have reached out to others by donat-
ing to our center. We have seen your smiling faces at our doors with arm-
loads of groceries. You have also donated money or gift cards. Still oth-
ers have donated toys or Christmas trees. All that you give goes to help
families in our community. We are the ones who see the huge smiles from
our clients when we help with food, finances, or with toys or other items.
Many shed tears because they are able to receive help. They know some-
one out there really cares.

As you know, we have seen an increase in clients this year. With the
sinking economy, so many are out of work. Some people tell us they have
never had to seek help before. Others are coming back in after not need-
ing assistance for as long as five years. There are people who are embar-
rassed that they have to ask for help. But all are very grateful to all of you
who share with us so that we can share with others.

During this season, you have given many people hope. Thank you all
for your wonderful contributions and thank you for your continued sup-
port of Arlington Community Services.

Many Blessings,
Joyce Pruitt
Executive Director

--------------

Mr. & Mrs. John Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. Khup Lian Mung
Ms. Charito Timones
Mr. & Mrs. Amado Malonjao
Ms. Jaclyn Praxedes
Ms. Cecile Beavogui
Ms. Marie Jean Baptiste
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Brandt
Mr. & Mrs. Clay Piligan
Ms. Suzanne Olsson
Mr. & Mrs. James McNamara
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Roman
Ms. Nicole Herdocia
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Cerase

Mr. Minh N. Nguyen
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Cooper
Ms. Katie Deihl
Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Caruto
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Crawford
Hoa Pham
Mr. Antonio Guillem
Ms. Eva Jallah
Mr. Peter Kuhlman
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Belet, Jr.
Ms. Cathy Mathurin
Ms. Nubia Huertas
Mrs. Sandra Lansin-Ramkissoon

Hoang Huu Nguyen and Giap Thi Le on November 1, 2008.
Phu Duc Nguyen and Thinh Thi Nguyen on December 20, 2008.
Danny Vo and Uyen Nhu Phung on December 27, 2008.
Simeon A. Santo and Rosario C. Reyes on December 27, 2008.
Shaun Michael MacDonell and Melina Lynn Ray on January 31, 2009.

Elizabeth Mung
Hudson James Nelson
Kailey Ann Repper
Autumn Kylie Reed
Jackson Pham
Kevin Brendan Flanagan
Dahlia Ann Wrubluski
Aiden Christopher Bueno-Sarzada
Fabrice Mandel Telfort
Mariana Christina Dumlao

John R. Anderson
Florence Statts
Jeannette N. Norse
Long Thi Vo
Irene Eckstein
Danh Thi Long
Leonard A. Oshman, Sr.
Vinh Pham
Peter J. Nash

Commander Ward Berkey
Brice Ogden
Norma Edmonds
Amelia Sears Smith
Sang Thi Nguyen
John Lenahan Brewer

Dear Father Thanh, 

On behalf of the staff and board of Emergency Pregnancy Services,
please allow me to extend our sincerest thanks for everything your con-
gregation does to support this ministry. Christ the King is certainly a
blessing in many ways. Thank you for participating in Sanctity of Human
Life Sunday this past January. It is our hope that the pamphlets would be
used to help others in need. Again, thank you for working with us to pro-
tect life.

Gratefully,
Hope Lewis

--------------

Sacrament of Love

The Power of The Holy Eucharist

Blessed Mother Teresa Speaks:

I make a Holy Hour each day in the presence of Jesus In the
Blessed Sacrament. All my sisters of the Missionaries of Charity

make a daily Holy Hour as well, because we find that through our
daily Holy Hour our love for Jesus becomes more intimate, our

love for each other more understanding, and our love for the poor
more compassionate. Our Holy Hour is our daily family prayer
where we get together and pray the rosary before the exposed

Blessed Sacrament the first half hour, and the second half hour we
pray in silence. Our adoration has doubled the number of our

vocations. In 1963 we were making a weekly Holy Hour together,
but it was not until 1973, when we began our daily Holy Hour, that
our community started to grow and blossom. There is now a long

waiting list of young women waiting to enter.
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by Darlene O’Neal

The annual Commemoration Mass for Solidarity and Unity was
celebrated on January 18, 2009 at the Basilica Cathedral in St. Augustine.

This annual Mass is for giving glory and honor to God for blessing
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. to visualize the dream of solidarity and unity.
The Most Reverend Victor Galeone presided at the Mass with Deacon
James Scott as guest homilist.

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church Choir performed the pre-Mass
music beginning with “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing”. One of the significant
ways that African Americans express their spirituality is through song and
what joyful voices they were!

Martin Luther King, Jr. was a man of faith who inspired and
encouraged African Americans. He led them in their journey to take their
place in society. “I have a dream” was his hope and vision for his people.
Black Catholics will continue to celebrate their faith and continue to sing
their praises to God, moving forward at this time of hope.

Deacon James Scott delivered his homily reflecting on Reverend
King’s vision. In 1954 Reverend King recognized that something was
missing in our lives; something was terribly wrong. He was very aware of
the moral dilemma of the world and delivered a sermon that is as relevant
and timely today as it was in 1954.

Deacon James Scott asked the congregation to listen to the words of
Reverend King as if he were there with an updated version of his sermon,
“Rediscovering Lost Values”. 

Following are excerpts from Deacon’s homily:

“The great problem facing the modern person is that the means
by which we live have outdistanced the spiritual ends for which
we live. The problem is with us and our soul. We haven’t learned
to be just and honest and kind and true and loving. And that is the
basis of our problem.

The real danger confronting civilization today is that atomic

bomb which lies in the hearts and souls of
people, capable of exploding into the
vilest of hate and into the most
damaging selfishness. That is the
real basis of our problem.

If we are to go forward
today, we’ve got to go back and
rediscover some precious
values that we have left
behind. We need to rediscover
that all reality hinges on moral
foundations. We have accepted
the attitude that right and
wrong are merely relative.
Some things are right and some
things will always be wrong. It’s
wrong to hate. It was wrong in
2000 B.C., it was wrong in 1954
A.D., and it’s wrong in 2009 A.D.
Some things in this universe are absolute.
The God of the universe has made it so. And so
long as we adopt this relative attitude toward right and wrong,
we’re revolting against the very laws of God.

Society today has adopted an attitude about right and wrong.

If you can do something and get away with it, it’s right. If you
don’t get caught, it’s right. “Thou shall not get caught” is the
eleventh commandment for the moral society today.

We have to go back and rediscover that reality has spiritual
control, rediscover that there is a God behind the process. So many
affirm the existence of God with their lips and deny His existence
in their lives. This is a dangerous type of atheism.

This is what has happened in America. People have
unconsciously left God behind. The materialism in America has
been an unconscious thing and people have become so involved in
accumulating material objects that they have forgotten about God.
All the expensive cars or homes or televisions can never be
substitutes for God. Long before any of these material things came
into existence, we needed God. We will still need God when these
things are long gone.

Be assured that God is going to last forever. The God I’m
talking about is the God of the universe and the God that will last
through the ages. If we are to go forward today, we’ve got to go
back and find that God. That is the God that demands and
commands our ultimate allegiance. 

If we are to go forward, we must go back and rediscover these
precious values: that all reality hinges on moral foundations and
that all reality has a spiritual control. God bless you.”

The Mass ended with the closing hymn “Go Make A Difference” and
the Postlude, “We Shall Overcome” by the Handbell Choir.

Mass Of Solidarity And Unity
Guest Homilist — Deacon James Scott
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Also attending were several dignitaries and their wives, including
PGK Supreme Director Dennis Stoddard, State Deputy James
Schonefeld, Faithful Navigator and Knights of Columbus Charities
Chairman Dewey Marshall, PFN and Admiral Reggie Dubay, and Grand
Knight of Council #648 Tom Claudio.

Members of the 4th Degree Honor Guard provided a nice touch of
pageantry as they manned the center aisle for the procession of priests and
altar servers. The Filipino Harmonic Choir was outstanding, lifting their
beautiful voices before and during this very special Mass. Several
Knights and K’Cee members also took an active part in the liturgy as
ushers, readers, gift bearers and Eucharistic Ministers. It was truly a
beautiful sight to see this unity that symbolizes the Knights of Columbus.

After the Mass, the celebration dinner and the Frank Broome Ball
took place in the Kingdome. A 50’s theme entertainment show (Elvis was
there) was a crowd pleaser and everyone had a fun time visiting, dancing
and enjoying the evening. 

PGK Frank Becht served as 50th Anniversary chairman and gave a
brief history of Council #4727. Frank thanked everyone for being there
and for all the support received in the planning and actual work that made
the 50th celebration a success. Frank read a congratulatory letter from
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson remarking that this occasion would be a
good time for the Knights to rededicate themselves to the Order’s
principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. 

Supreme Director Dennis Stoddard delivered remarks that were well
received and he reminisced about the 25th anniversary of #4727 when he
was Grand Knight. Grand Knight Jose Praxedes thanked everyone in
Council #4727 for their support and dedication. He pledged to continue to
fulfill Bishop Larkin’s wish to uphold and defend the basic tenets of the
Catholic Church. 

Jose also introduced Bishop Galeone and presented him with a plaque
as a remembrance of Council #4727. The bishop was also presented with
a check that will be used for seminarian support.

All who attended received a 50th Anniversary booklet that details
history of the Knights along with Council activities and programs. There
are over 50 years of pictures and ads by sponsors and families. All
proceeds from the Frank Broome Ball will be used for Council charities.
Proceeds from the breakfast at Resurrection will benefit Resurrection
School.

Door prizes and raffle gifts were given to the lucky recipients. It is
estimated between 200-250 Knights and families and friends were in
attendance. A special thank you goes to Bill Coppedge for his great
photography on this special occasion.

PGK Ralph Mosley served as Resurrection chairman and PGK Butch
Ferrizzi served as the Frank Broome Ball chairman from Christ the King.
These chairmen and many others worked for months to ensure the success
of this event. Decorations were by Shirley Mosley with a support team of
volunteers including the K’Cees. 

A huge thank you to Wendi and John Klinkenberg and their crew of
teens who worked tirelessly throughout the day and night. The food was
great and the service was constant. Thank you to all the people who came
that morning to set up and also stayed to clean up. 

The entire evening was a true show of Unity, Fraternity, Charity and
Patriotism. Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Council #4727 is a shining
example of these qualities.

Knights Of Columbus
Bishop W. Thomas Larkin

Council #4727 
Celebrates 50th Anniversary

continued from page 1

K’CEES
Christmas Charity Event

by Darlene O’Neal

The annual Christmas Charity Event was a little different for 2008.
This time it was billed as a Country Christmas Charity Event. 

The attendance was great, the raffle sales went well and the dinner
was outstanding! The hall was set up and decorated the night before by
six of Santa’s helpers; Shirley, Ralph, Carol, Michael, Darlene and Louie.
Quite a bit of money was saved, thanks to a very generous donation of
decorations from Caroline and Fred Gardner. Thanks again, ya’ll.

Instead of dancing to recorded music with a DJ, the entertainment was
a down home atmosphere with toe-tapping music. Front porch entertainer
Ron Davis kept his music going from the time he arrived until the time he
left. Everyone enjoyed the music, especially during the sing-along of
Christmas carols. The K’Cee Kuties; Claretta Lamusga, Jackie Comstock
and Joanne Thompson really got the crowd excited with their singing.
We’ll have to bring them back next year.

There were lots of raffle prizes and beautiful table decorations given
to the lucky ticket holders. The first prize, a $100.00 money tree was won
by Fred Wheeler.

Many thanks to Debi Moore for selling the most raffle tickets and
thanks to her dad, George Coseo, for once again entertaining everyone as
“Santa George Claus.” This year Santa had a big rocking chair to rest his
knees. Everyone was asked to bring canned foods or non-perishable food
items to put in a big box labeled “Food for Friends.” On Christmas Eve,
one of our friends sent out a call for help and the K’Cees were able to
answer that call. 

Knights Of Columbus And
Women’s Help Center

by Darlene O’Neal

The Women’s Help Center on
University Blvd. was the recipient of
a check from Supreme Director
Dennis Stoddard on behalf of the
Supreme Council 4th Degree Knights
of Columbus. Executive Director
Roy Hatten graciously accepted this
most generous gift.

This check is intended for the
purchase of an ultrasound machine of
the latest technology 4 D, at a cost of
$59,000.00. This was a project that
began in July of 2008 by Supreme Council and will benefit pregnant
women considering abortion. The ultrasound machine will give these
women the opportunity to view the life that they carry within their bodies.
It is estimated that 90% of women who actually see their baby moving
will change their mind about abortion.

Supreme Council is paying half the cost of the ultrasound machine.
Women’s Help Center and Florida State Council (Florida Knights of
Columbus Charity helping life program) will cover the balance. The
ultrasound machine that is currently being used at this facility will be
given to the Women’s Help Center at Jacksonville Beach.

Supreme Knight Carl Anderson selected this date because of the Roe
vs. Wade 36th anniversary. State Deputy James Schonefeld was at the
presentation as well as the 4th Degree Honor Guard, Father Ed Murphy,
and other Knights and their families.
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by Mickey Kenny

Remember when we took our
first trip with Paul (Saul)? His
destination was Damascus, and his
purpose was to ferret out those
Jews who were preaching that
Jesus was the messiah and were,
therefore, causing such disruption
in the faith, trouble in the temple,
and problems with the Romans
who wanted no unrest among the
Jews. Paul was sincere in his belief
that this was heresy and he had a
reputation for being diligent in his
quest. 

When beginning a study of
Paul’s missionary journeys, it is
helpful to start with some reflection
on “journeys” of any kind.  Every
journey begins with a destination
and a purpose in mind for which
preparations must be made to make
the journey successful and
productive.  As carefully as we
prepare for a trip and as determined
as we are to make it to the
destination, we better be flexible
enough to be not totally derailed
when hitting a detour.  

Paul’s youth was spent
preparing to be a diligent and
faithful Pharisee dedicating his life
to the strict adherence to the Torah.
Paul was well educated in Hebrew
and Greek, an urban gentleman and
citizen of Rome, a tentmaker who
would always have a means of
supporting himself in his travels,
well trained in Jewish law, and Paul
had the patience of a man willing to
plant seeds now in order to reap in
the future. Paul knew that his final
destination would be with God.
From the internet Catholic
Encyclopedia ...

... we know that he was born at
Tarsus (Acts 21:39 ), of a father
who was a Roman citizen (Acts
22:26-28 ; cf. 16:37 ), of a
family in which piety was
hereditary (2 Timothy 1:3 ) and
which was much attached to
Pharisaic traditions and
observances (Philippians 3:5-6
). As he belonged to the tribe of
Benjamin he was given at the
time of his circumcision the
name of Saul ... As a Roman
citizen he also bore the Latin
name of Paul. It was quite usual
for the Jews of that time to have
two names, one Hebrew, the
other Latin or Greek ... As
every respectable Jew had to
teach his son a trade, young
Saul learned how to make tents
(Acts 18:3) ... He was still very
young when sent to Jerusalem
to receive his education at the
school of Gamaliel (Acts 22:3). 

God, too, had been preparing
Paul for his very special journey.
He had a strength of character and
perseverance which he would badly
need in the new direction God was
going to send him. 

Paul needed some
modification, of course, which he
certainly received when thrown
from his horse on the road to
Damascus and blinded by the light
during his experience of a  personal
encounter with the risen Jesus. In
Galations 1:11-17 The conversion
of Paul on the road to Damascus

was certainly a detour. As is stated
in the internet Catholic
Encyclopedia ...

Paul is certain of having “seen”
Christ as did the other Apostles
(1Corinthians 9:1); he declares
that Christ “appeared” to him
(1Corinthians 15:8) as He
appeared to Peter, to James, to
the Twelve, after His
Resurrection. He knows that his
conversion is not the fruit of his
reasoning or thoughts, but an
unforeseen, sudden, startling
change, due to all-powerful
grace (Galatians 1:12-15 ;
1Corinthians 15:10. ... He was
halted by Christ when his fury
was at its height (Acts 9:1-2); it
was “through zeal” that he
persecuted the Church
(Philippians 3:6), and he
obtained mercy because he had
acted “ignorantly in unbelief”
(1Timothy 1:13). After his
conversion, his baptism, and his
miraculous cure Paul set about
preaching to the Jews (Acts
9:19-20). He afterwards
withdrew to Arabia — probably
to the region south of
Damascus (Galatians 1:17),
doubtless less to preach than to
meditate on the Scriptures.

During Paul’s time in Arabia he
must have had to pray and meditate
on what he now knew to be his true
mission: to preach the gospel to the
whole world.

Now I want you to know,
brothers, that the gospel
preached by me is not of human
origin. For I did not receive it
from a human being, nor was I
taught it, but it came through a
revelation of Jesus Christ. For
you heard of my former way of
life in Judaism, how I
persecuted the church of God
beyond measure and tried to
destroy it, and progressed in
Judaism beyond many of my
contemporaries among my
race, since I was even more a
zealot for my ancestral
traditions. But when (God),
who from my mother’s womb
had set me apart and called me
through his grace, was pleased
to reveal his Son to me, so that
I might proclaim him to the
Gentiles, I did not immediately
consult flesh and blood, nor did
I go up to Jerusalem to those
who were apostles before me;
rather, I went into Arabia and
then returned to Damascus. ...
Then after three years I went up
to Jerusalem to confer with
Cephas and remained with him
for fifteen days. 

Thus began the missionary
journeys ... 

As God always makes good use
of world situations, the Jews of the
diaspora provided communities and
synagogues where Paul could
preach and teach the good news of
the messiah.  He began all of his
visits by going to the Jews in the
area, preaching, teaching, and
evangelizing. There were many

communities of converts
established and only when the
Jewish community rejected him did
he begin his conversion of the
gentiles who appeared susceptible
to conversion.

The internet version of the
Catholic Encyclopedia tells
this of the journeys. Paul
and Barnabus made the first
missionary journey, visiting
the island of Cypress, then
Pamphylia, Pisidia, and
Lycaonia, all in Asia Minor,
and establishing churches at
Pisidian Antioch, Iconium,
Lystra, and Derbe. A
problem arose concerning
how gentiles would have to
become Jews first and then
proclaim Jesus as the
messiah. A trip to Jerusalem to
settle this dispute came between the
first and second journeys.

After the Apostolic Council of
Jerusalem Paul, accompanied by
Silas and later also by Timothy and
Luke, made his second missionary
journey, first revisiting the

churches previously established by
him in Asia Minor, and then
passing through Galatia. At Troas a
vision of a Macedonian was had by
Paul, which impressed him as a call
from God to evangelize in
Macedonia. He
accordingly sailed for
Europe, and preached the
Gospel in Philippi,
Thessalonica, Beroea,
Athens, and Corinth. Then
he returned to Antioch by
way of Ephesus and
Jerusalem. 

On his third
missionary journey, Paul
visited nearly the same
regions as on the second
trip, but made Ephesus, where he
remained nearly three years, the
center of his missionary activity.
He laid plans also for another
missionary journey, intending to
leave Jerusalem for Rome and
Spain. Persecutions by the Jews
hindered him from accomplishing
his purpose. After two years of
imprisonment at Caesarea he
finally reached Rome, where he

was kept another two years in
chains. 

After Paul’s first imprisonment
he probably traveled as far as Spain
before returning to Rome where he
was imprisoned a second time.  He
was beheaded in Rome in 67 A.D.

St. Paul was indefatigable, an
untiring and resolute worker for his
love of Jesus and for the people he
dwelt among and traveled to. He
has given us fourteen canonical
Epistles.  He was a profound
religious thinker and had an
enduring formative influence in the

development of Christianity.
“The centuries only make
more apparent his greatness
of mind and spirit.”

For those of us today who
study Paul’s journeys we are
left with so many questions
we must ask ourselves. Like
Paul, we must decide what
our destination truly is.
Where are we going? How
do we get there? And when
we have these questions
answered, we also have to
ask ourselves if this is truly
where we are supposed to go

and what we must do. With a spirit
of gratitude, it would be good to
meditate also on how God may
have prepared us in special ways
for His journey for us. Maybe we
can see how various events in the

past have prepared us for God’s
work in our families and
community. A good question might
be, “Have I the courage to change
course as Paul did? Am I
listening?”

At the end of our personal
journey will we be able to say as
Paul does ...

I have run the race, I have kept
the faith.

Journeys of Paul
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by Imogene T. Praxedes

God of life, in the child who
was born of the Virgin Mary You
revealed to the world the radi-
ance of your glory. Grant that we
may celebrate with full and rev-
erent faith this great mystery of
the Word made flesh, Who lives
and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, God for ever
and ever.

The beauty of being able to
share one’s traditions with the
whole community is the opportuni-
ty to present what makes one cul-
ture unique and special. From the
time they are born, Filipinos are
lovingly swaddled in their tradi-
tional values and customs. Despite
the fact Filipinos will experience a
change in attitude or beliefs as they
become older there is no doubt that
their childhood experiences will
spark distinct memories of times
past.

The wonderful Christmas tradi-
tion of Simbang Gabi or Filipino
Novena Masses was again shared
with the Diocese of St. Augustine
for the second year in a row.  The
Latin Community has a similar tra-
dition which they have also shared

with the Diocese called Las
Posadas.  It is not surprising
because Simbang Gabi is a legacy
brought to the Philippines by the
Spanish Friars and missionaries in
the seventeenth century.

Since our forefathers were fish-
ermen and farmers who had to
attend to their livelihood before
sunrise the friars decided to hold
the Novena Masses as early as 4:00
a.m. This allowed these hardwork-
ing natives to attend Mass with
their families before heading off to
make a living. They would pray
that they would be favored with
good harvest and abundance.
Subsequently, the missionaries
realized that these early morning
Masses were an advantageous way
to evangelize and catechize our
ancestors to the meaning of the
Mass and Christmas. It brought
together a community where it did-
n’t matter if you were young, old,
rich or poor because what mattered
at that moment was the birth of the
Son of God who would bring hope
and promise.

Fourteen generations later
Filipinos still keep the tradition of
Simbang Gabi alive. The Filipino
community of the Diocese of St.
Augustine enthusiastically held
Simbang Gabi 2008 last Christmas.
Its success is a tribute to the coop-
eration and combined effort of
everyone from the nine parishes
that participated. The nine parishes
were: Christ the King, Holy
Spirit, Blessed Trinity, St. John
the Baptist, Sacred Heart, St.
Catherine of Sienna, Holy
Redeemer, St. Matthews, and
Mary, Queen of Heaven. Father
Ramon Bolatete, Father Peter
Cordeno, and Father Ananda
Maddineni were the celebrants. 

The recurring theme of the
homilies was how the Filipino
community should treasure the tra-

dition of Simbang Gabi. It is a spir-
itual heritage handed down to us by
our ancestors to keep us rooted in
faith and devotion in a loving God.
It is a yearly reminder to enhance
our relationship with Him. It is in
sharing of this tradition with the
community that we remind every-
one that Christmas is all about
Jesus.

Throughout the nine days we
incorporated some of the Filipino
customs. The most significant was
the “Mano Po.” This is when the
hand of an elder or someone in
authority is pressed to one’s fore-
head. It is a sign of respect.

Another Christmas tradition is
the prominent display of the
“belen” or crèche representing the
Nativity scene. In his homily,
Father Ananda narrated the signifi-
cance of Christ’s birth. Bethlehem,
the birthplace of Jesus, means
“House of Bread.” Who was born
in Bethlehem? Jesus, the “Bread of
Life.” Jesus was born in a stable
that was a place that held animals
and their food. Jesus was placed in
a manger which is a food trough
found in the stable.

Reading from the Gospel of
John

“Amen, amen, I say to you,
you seek me, not because you
saw signs, but because you ate
your fill of the loaves. Do not
labor for the food which perish-
es, but for the food which
endures to eternal life, which the
Son of man will give to you; for
on him has God the Father set
his seal.” Then they said to him,
“What must we do, to be doing
the works of God?” Jesus
answered them, “This is the
work of God, that you believe in
him whom he has sent.” So they
said to him, “Then what sign do
you do, that we may see, and
believe you? What work do you
perform? Our fathers ate the
manna in the wilderness; as it is
written, `He gave them bread
from heaven to eat.’” Jesus then
said to them, “Truly, truly, I say
to you, it was not Moses who
gave you the bread from heav-
en; my Father gives you the true
bread from heaven. For the
bread of God is that which
comes down from heaven, and
gives life to the world.” They
said to him, “Lord, give us this
bread always.” Jesus said to
them, “I am the bread of life; he
who comes to me shall not
hunger, and he who believes in
me shall never thirst.”

In the Philippines, many towns
present the “panuluyan or panawa-
gan.” On the last day of the Novena
Masses we had the reenactment of
Joseph and Mary’s search for a
lodging upon their arrival in
Bethlehem. The youngsters por-
traying Joseph and Mary call out
“Tao Po!” meaning, Anybody! The
concept is to show the hardship the
couple had in finding a place to stay

until an innkeeper allows them to
stay in the stable. 

Perhaps the one thing that
brought about fond memories right
away were the Christmas lanterns
or “Parols” that were prominently
displayed by the altar of each par-
ticipating parish. We were fortunate
to have in our community a gener-
ous countryman who donated all
nine parols symbolizing the nine
parishes. Rafael Bañas not only
donated but he also made them.
Each night he would bring all of
them and set them up. Mr. Bañas
was our Santa Claus. We are
indebted to him for allowing
Simbang Gabi 2008 to proudly dis-
play his masterpiece.

Lastly, at every Mass we were
treated to beautiful Filipino
Christmas songs.  Under the direc-
tion of their director, Jojo Muñoz,
the Philippine Harmonic Choir
sang Christmas songs in Filipino
and English. Many of the songs
have not been heard by many of our
kababayans (countrymen) since
they emigrated from the
Philippines. 

After each Mass the hosting
Filipino community held a recep-
tion. Guests were treated to Filipino
delicacies and refreshments. It was

a time to meet old friends and make
new acquaintances.

The organizers of Simbang
Gabi 2008 are grateful to the
Diocese for allowing us to share
our spiritual heritage with the com-
munity. Our thanks to the pastors of
each parish for their support and
generosity in providing us the facil-
ities for the Mass and the reception.
Maraming Salamat Po!!

Simbang Gabi 2008 - Spiritual Roots Run Deep
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submitted by Paul Ghiotto
taken from the internet

We were the only family with
children in the restaurant. I sat Erik
in a high chair and noticed
everyone was quietly sitting and
talking. Suddenly, Erik squealed
with glee and said, “Hi.” He
pounded his fat baby hands on the
high chair tray. His eyes were
crinkled in laughter and his mouth
was bared in a toothless grin, as he
wriggled and giggled with
merriment. 

I looked around and saw the
source of his merriment. It was a
man whose pants were baggy with
a zipper at half-mast and his toes
poked out of would-be shoes. His
shirt was dirty and his hair was
uncombed and unwashed. His
whiskers were too short to be called
a beard and his nose was so
varicose it looked like a road map. 

We were too far from him to
smell, but I was sure he smelled..
His hands waved and flapped on
loose wrists. “Hi there, baby; hi
there, big boy. I see ya, buster,” the
man said to Erik. 

My husband and I exchanged
looks, 

“What do we do?”
Erik continued to laugh and

answer, “Hi.” 
Everyone in the restaurant

noticed and looked at us and then at
the man. The old geezer was
creating a nuisance with my
beautiful baby. Our meal came and
the man began shouting from
across the room, “Do ya patty
cake? Do you know peek-a-boo?
Hey, look, he knows peek- a-boo.” 

Nobody thought the old man
was cute. He was obviously drunk. 

My husband and I were
embarrassed. We ate in silence; all
except for Erik, who was running
through his repertoire for the
admiring skid-row bum, who in
turn, reciprocated with his cute
comments. 

We finally got through the meal
and headed for the door. My
husband went to pay the check and
told me to meet him in the parking
lot. The old man sat poised
between me and the door. “Lord,
just let me out of here before he
speaks to me or Erik,” I prayed. As
I drew closer to the man, I turned
my back trying to sidestep him and
avoid any air he might be
breathing. As I did, Erik leaned
over my arm, reaching with both
arms in a baby’s ‘pick-me-up’
position. Before I could stop him,

Erik had propelled himself from
my arms to the man. 

Suddenly a very old smelly
man and a very young baby
consummated their love and
kinship. Erik in an act of total trust,
love, and submission laid his tiny
head upon the man’s ragged
shoulder. The man’s eyes closed,
and I saw tears hover beneath his
lashes. His aged hands full of
grime, pain, and hard labor, cradled
my baby’s bottom and stroked his
back. No two beings have ever
loved so deeply for so short a time. 

I stood awestruck. The old man
rocked and cradled Erik in his arms
and his eyes opened and set
squarely on mine. He said in a firm
commanding voice, “You take care
of this baby.” 

Somehow I managed, “I will,”
from a throat that contained a
stone. 

He pried Erik from his chest,
lovingly and longingly, as though
he were in pain. I received my
baby, and the man said, “God bless
you, ma’am, you’ve given me my
Christmas gift.”

I said nothing more than a
muttered thanks. With Erik in my
arms, I ran for the car. My husband
was wondering why I was crying
and holding Erik so tightly, and
why I was saying, “My God, my
God, forgive me.” 

I had just witnessed Christ’s
love shown through the innocence
of a tiny child who saw no sin, who
made no judgment; a child who
saw a soul, and a mother who saw
a suit of clothes. I was a Christian
who was blind, holding a child who
was not. I felt it was God asking,
“Are you willing to share your son
for a moment?” when He shared
His for all eternity. How did God
feel when he put his baby in our
arms 2000 years ago. 

The ragged old man,
unwittingly, had reminded me, “To
enter the Kingdom of God , we
must become as little children.” 

Sometimes, it takes a child to
remind us of what is really
important. We must always
remember who we are, where we
came from and, most importantly,
how we feel about others. The
clothes on your back or the car that
you drive or the house that you live
in does not define you at all; it is
how you treat your fellow man that
identifies who you are.   “It is better
to be liked for the true you, than to
be loved for who people think you
are......”

A Baby’s Hug

Information for Lent
and Easter

Church’s Laws for Fast and
Abstinence

You are reminded of the Church’s laws for fast and
abstinence during Lent, which begins on Ash
Wednesday, February 25, 2009.

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of
fasting. Catholics between the ages of 18 and 59 are
permitted one full meal and two lesser meals per day,
with no eating between meals.

Ash Wednesday and all Fridays of Lent are days of
abstinence. Catholics who are 14 years or older should
abstain from meat entirely. Soups and gravies made from
meat are permitted. 

by Willie Blaquiere

Several years ago I read about a
family who had a special red plate
for special occasions in a family
member’s life. I liked the idea but
did not act on it until this year.
While Christmas shopping, I found
large red dinner plates on sale and
cups to match, so each family
received them as a family gift. My
daughter-in-law told me their
family of six uses the red plate
every night. I asked how it was
determined who got the red plate,
and she said they talked about it. I
said a mental “YES” to the “we talk
about it.” Here are the rules of the
red plate that I included in the box. 

A family member who has had
a special event in their day gets the
red plate at dinner. This may be an
A on a test, a home run, a goal in a
difficult game, catching a good

wave and feeling good or Dad
returning home from an absence.
Mom may deserve the plate for a
special event in her life.

A family member may have a
difficult day in which things just
don’t go right. They may be sad
due to a disappointment or another
person’s unpleasant word. Mom or
Dad could be especially tired from
all the work that day.

You could take turns with the
red plate to have a special night. If
it is your turn, you have the option
of giving it to a family member
who needs to feel the support of
family.

The red plate can rest on the
shelf and be brought out when
someone really needs or deserves
it.

HAVE FUN WITH IT. 

The Red Plate

Lenten Prayer
Good and Gracious God, You who are full

of compassion, help us to show
compassion towards others this Lent.

During this Holy Season we: pray that we
may be transformed, fast in solidarity

with those who are hungry, learn to live
with less, and give so that others may live.

May we join in solidarity as one human
family and love one another as you love

each of us.

Please remember the poor and
the hungry during Lent. Rice
Bowls will be available after
Masses in the first week of Lent.
Keep them out and in sight and
accessible to receive loose coins
often. Monies collected will
fund Catholic Relief
development projects in
agriculture, microfinance,
mother and child health,
education and HIV and AIDS
relief. 
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Father Thanh and Christ the King Parish
Yolanda Cerqueira 

According to the Catechism of
the Catholic Church a parish is a
community of the Christian
faithful established within a
particular area with the pastoral
care entrusted to a pastor as the
shepherd to his flock under the
authority of the diocesan bishop. It
is a place where the faithful can be
gathered together for the Sunday
celebration of the Eucharist. 

It is also the place where the
faithful are initiated into the
ordinary expression of the
liturgical life. It is here that the
teaching of Christ’s saving
doctrine is preached and where the
charity of the Lord in good works
and brotherly love is practiced. 

Our parish has been most
fortunate in having Father Thanh
Nguygen as pastor for the past seven and a half years and he is the sixth
pastor of Christ the King. Shortly before our pastor left for his mission to
Vietnam he sat down with this writer to give an overview of the parish
from his perspective. 

He began by saying, “I have inherited a very good parish—dynamic
and vibrant. Our ministries are multidimensional and blessed with strong
leadership that is further heightened by dedicated parishioners. My vision
for this parish is to continue this great legacy that I have inherited and try
to enhance it with my own personal spirituality.”

Father is deeply committed to live out the Parish Mission Statement
which we do by helping each other to experience Christ in our lives and
to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ.  He believes that the Mission
Statement is best carried out at Christ the King in three ways: Worship,
Religious Education, and the Ministries. 

Worship
We begin with worship as it is through the Liturgy and our

Sacramental Celebrations that we pay homage to our Lord. Liturgy does
not exist in a vacuum but is carried out by the priests and the liturgical
ministers. Father stated that when we speak of the liturgical ministry that
the umbrella spreads wide to include the Sacristans, the Ushers, the
Extraordinary Eucharist Ministers, the Readers, the Altar Servers, the
Altar Society, and of course the Choir members.  Each has its role in
making the Mass a special celebration. 

Through his leadership Father has been able to initiate some
meaningful changes that have brought us closer as a worshiping
community.

We now all come forward to the altar to receive the Eucharist as one
unified body of the faithful.  

Sacred Silence is the rule before Mass which has brought about a
special reverence that permeates the sanctuary. 

In order to make the Sunday Liturgy more welcoming a commentator
has been added to welcome parishioners and to give an overview of
the gospel readings. 

The renovation of the Church has done much to create a prayerful
atmosphere with such additions as the beautiful murals and the
Baptismal font to enrich our religious experience. 

Religious Education
This area covers the entire age gamut in that it addresses religious

education for both parish and public school children, Youth Ministry,
Faith Sharing Small Groups, RCIA, and Adult Education. 

Father has very strong feeling about our parish school at Christ the
King. At one time we were a tuition free school that had as its support
the Stewardship Program and it served us well for many years. The
demographics of the Arlington area have undergone radical changes
and the school enrollment has steadily declined as younger families
have moved away. In a period of eight years the school enrollment
which peaked at 600 students has dwindled down to its present size of
382 students.

Tuition is now charged but it is not
enough to pay the operating
expenses of the school so the parish
has been subsidizing the difference.
The parents at Christ the King
School are deeply committed to
keeping the school open and are
working diligently with Father to
find ways to ease this burden.
Currently, Father is giving the
school his full support and is
hopeful for the future. 

The pastor also wished to speak
about the Youth Ministry which was
established to attract the young
people of the parish to become
involved in their faith through
meaningful age appropriate
activities. It is the expectation that
these specifically designed
programs will take them through the
teens and into adulthood as
practicing Catholics.  At this time
the Youth Ministry is still struggling

but they have an energetic leader in Katie Szarkowski who is
generating enthusiasm for LIFE TEEN and the EDGE. 

Father is pleased with the way that the Religious Education classes and
the parish school children have come together as a solid unit in their
celebration of First Holy Communion and the sacrament of
Confirmation. The enrollment for the public school children continues
to increase each year because of the excellence of the curriculum and
of course, the teachers. This speaks well of the parish in their desire to
act as one body. 

Ministries

Father had nothing but praise for the Ministries in our parish.  He
believes that their vibrancy and their “can-do” spirit goes a long way to
assist him in making Christ the King a thriving welcoming place that
reaches out beyond the boundaries of the parish. Some of the ministries
that exemplify this spirit are: 

Knights of Columbus —  This organization is now celebrating their
50th anniversary at Christ the King Parish. Through the years their
charitable deeds have not only benefited the parish but also the
Arlington area.

St. Vincent de Paul Society —  ministry that reaches not only inside but
outside the boundaries of our parish to bring aid and comfort to those
in need. 

Council of Catholic Women — a ministry for and by women who by
their raffles and bake sales are able to accomplish such things as
renovating the bathroom, providing a brides’ room, refurbishing the
rectory’s foyer. You name it, they do it. 

The Clinic — provides medical care to the needy in the Arlington area
without charge. Parishioners have given hours of time and service to
help others. 

Habijax — Parishioners giving their time and talent to provide
affordable housing

Advent Tree — Christ the King parishioners — always with the biggest
hearts in Jacksonville — they truly know what the spirit of giving is
all about. 

Ministry of Hope — giving emotional and spiritual support to those
who have lost a loved one.

Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers — those who go to nursing homes
and private homes of the sick to bring the Bread of Life and words of
good cheer.

The Prayer Blanket Ministry — a relatively new ministry in which the
ill receive a soft cuddly blanket, a rosary, and words of comfort
brought directly to their homes.

The Fil-Am Ministry — who do so much for our parish with their fund-
raising events and resulting profits for Christ the King. They so
willingly share their culture, thus enriching us all. 

And last but not least is the new Vietnamese center opened last spring
for the entire parish to hold meetings and events. Father’s fervent wish
is that  this is just the beginning of building a larger community for all
of us.

The Feast of the Epiphany along with the International Dinner was a
vision of our pastor that he made a reality. The Mass is the highpoint of 

continued on next page



February, 2009 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 11

this event in which various languages proclaim the Gospel and the Prayer
of the Faithful. Father initiated this event in the early 2000’s and each
year it has grown a little bit bigger so that we can say that we are truly a
crossroad of the American spectrum. 

One might say that Father’s work is never done whether it be tending
to the spiritual needs of his flock or whether he is overseeing the large
physical campus that has been placed in his charge. The parish has many
buildings that require maintenance and equipment that needs to be updat-
ed. This is an enormous responsibility; Father has people to help and
advise him, but he is ultimately the man in charge.  He has taken us
through the very successful renovation of our church and improvements
with air-conditioning. We had the unfortunate experience of Tropical
Storm Fay which raised havoc to our church roof but with the generous
support of our parishioners that expense will soon go away.  

Father has much to be proud of since he assumed the role of pastor.
He believes that as we grow it gives him more opportunity to share the
good news of Jesus Christ. It is under his leadership that the Monsignor
Danaher Celebration of Life Garden has been brought to fruition in which
all our loved ones can be remembered long after we too are gone.  

Father is a man of vision which was proved when he saw the need for
a new Child Care Center and carefully laid the plans for it to become a
reality. It is scheduled to open in the early fall. It will bring more children
and more opportunities to spread the Good News. 

Great Needs

Communication — One of the great needs in our parish is to find bet-
ter ways to communicate to the people of the parish about church,
school, ministry, or social concerns. The parish has been using the
bulletin, pulpit announcements, Courier, and the Christ the King web-
site. Father wants to put more emphasis on parishioners using our
website. It is fully functioning and is updated daily in affairs that per-
tain to the parish, child care, and school. In addition we have the
Pictorial Directory with the names and addresses of parishioners.

It is also the fervent wish of our pastor to have more Adult Education
in our parish. He has been studying a new program entitled Why
Catholic that he hopes will be introduced in our parish in the fall.
Father would like us to pray that the diocese will implement this pro-
gram.

Since we are an aging community Father is hopeful that our younger
parishioners will be touched by the spirit of volunteerism and assume
the leadership that is quickly passing away with the older generation. 

Lastly, Father always asks us to pray for vocations for the priesthood
and for religious life. And that wish takes us full circle to the place
that is Father’s purpose as a priest: to proclaim the Good News of
Jesus Christ. This he does so well each and every day as he cares for
his flock at Christ the King Parish.

Father Thanh and
Christ the King Parish

continued from previous page

L’Arche Harbor House:
Living Nativity

A tradition of more than twenty years, the L’Arche Harbor House
annual Living Nativity is capable of moving hearts and bringing smiles
(and sometimes tears) to all who witness the event.

Under the direction of board members, Kate Norton and Dawn
Smyser, the core members and friends of L’Arche Harbor House re-enact
the story of Christ’s birth into this world.  

It is a simple story with simple sets and simple words, but it holds pro-
found meaning.  Emmanuel, God-with-Us, comes alive through the core
members – adults with developmental/intellectual disabilities.  So often,
our dominant society rejects those who are different – the poor, the dis-
abled, and the minority.  Yet, at the Living Nativity, guests are able to wit-
ness and embrace the inherent dignity and God-given gifts in each core
member.  

This year, as a prelude, more than thirty young boys and girls of the
Jacksonville Suzuki Strings performed holiday music for the full house at
our host church, San Juan del Rio.

When asked what her favorite part of the evening was, Sharon
Starling (Angel Gabriel), responded, “Singing and being with the core
members and being with family and being with friends!”

L’Arche Harbor House
& Christ the King Just Faith

by Amy Schultz

Neighbors met neighbors, as members of the Just Faith group at
Christ the King spent a Saturday in December with the L’Arche Harbor
House community.  As part of the Just Faith curriculum, each group par-
ticipates in a few “border crossings,” or experiences of immersion outside
of our normal day-to-day life.  This may occur at a soup kitchen or shel-
ter or in our case, encountering persons with developmental/intellectual
disabilities.

The day included prayer, reflection, personal sharing, and most
importantly, time with L’Arche community members.  Friendships were
formed over a game of bingo, a walk around the property, or stringing
popcorn for the Christmas tree.  Relationships are the most important
aspect of living the spirituality of L’Arche, and the respect and mutuality
of these relationships became evident in this encounter.  Thank you for the
opportunity to host your group – we look forward to remaining friends!

Special Blessings for the
Confirmation Class

by Lucille Guzzone

The Diocese of Saint Augustine recommends that sacramental prepa-
ration and reception be an integral part of the parish community. In keep-
ing with this important concept, members of the church, both adults and
children, wrote “love notes” to the Confirmandi. The class received these
notes of congratulations, encouragement and blessings at a Sunday Mass
on December 14, at 9:00 a.m. At the close of the Mass Father Thanh
blessed the Confirmandi, who were seated together at the front of the
church, while the congregation acknowledged them with warm applause.
The class continued to prepare in special classes, attended a day long
retreat, and experienced a memorable and deeply spiritual event on
February 14, 2009, when Bishop Galeone conferred the sacrament during
the 5:00 p.m. Mass.
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by Nick Klepac

On the 11th of December, at 7
p.m., I took my wife, Bernie, to
dinner as a prelude to the Christmas
Naming Service at Christ the King.
We talked about her scheduling
some college classes and other stuff
that couples, married for 23 years,
talk about. I was making the classic
mistake of not paying all that much
attention. In the back of my mind I
was thinking about my parents. She
noticed, I’m sure, but didn’t say
anything.  

Louis and Anne Klepac, my
parents, married since April 27,
1948, died at the beginning of this
year, within 24 hours of each other.
My mother was very sick, her heart
failing, even though assisted with a
pacemaker. She was home in
January, in hospice. All of us came

home to Georgetown, Texas. Three
brothers and a sister lived in Texas,
one sister in Oklahoma and me in
Florida.  

Taking care of mom was
difficult; we took turns. Unless you
have gone through this, it is
difficult to understand the emotions
of doing things for your mom that
she did for you when you were an
infant. It was hard, but we loved her
and put aside our thoughts and did
what had to be done. I think that
mom was really surprised by our
love and caring. She smiled
frequently. Dad was proud of us
and we all felt closer as a family. It
is kind of sad, that it takes
something so serious to get all of us
together like this. I felt like an
outsider. I was watching a movie,
one I was not part of.  

The hospice RN told us one
night that it appears it is now

“days” versus “weeks”. So we all
gathered at a quiet moment in
mom’s care and retiring to the
living room, began discussing her
funeral arrangements. She had
written a litany of things she
wanted us to do, so this was no easy
task. We got the local monsignor
from St. Helen’s Catholic Church
to help us. All went well, and no
one argued, which was really
amazing in itself. Dad broke up a
few times, but wanted to be part of
the planning. I was now in my
element, leading, organizing, being
the Marine I once was. I would
worry about mourning when I had
time...later.

January 30, that night of
planning, one of my brothers
(Donald) and I (the designated
“watchers” for the night) stayed
with mom and dad, while everyone
else went home. Dad was still
visibly upset about his wife of so
long leaving him soon, but we got
him to bed and soon we ourselves
dozed off (my brother on the floor
outside of mom’s room and me on
the couch in the living room). Dad
had gotten up several times in the
night, nothing unusual. In the
morning, January 31st, Dad
decided, I guess, to go first. He got
up and collapsed in the
hall.  Donald and I
were there in a flash.
He had a stroke,
followed by a heart
attack. I went with him
to the emergency room
while Donald notified
our other siblings.
While in the
emergency room, one
of my brothers
(Robert) came and
stood with me while
they worked on dad. Unfortunately,
we both watched him die, the
monitor’s line going down, down...
We held each other, tightly.

I, being the strong son, stayed
as each sibling came and went. My
older sister, Betty, upon seeing dad,
cried in my arms, in a child’s voice,
“Daddy, oh, daddy.”  Did I have
any more tears? A priest was called
and we prayed for dad’s soul. By
the time it was done and over with,
I was drained, but more from
shock, less from sadness.     

The next day, we decided to tell
mom about dad, all of us together.
I’m sure, although she couldn’t say
anything, she understood. Her
lower lip quivered and I walked out
of the room to breath. That day,
February 1, mom died.  I stood in
shock, as we all did, not believing
this was happening. I was appalled
at the thoughts I was having;
silently and selfishly relieved they
went together, instead of separately.
I guess I was still being the brave
son, the decision maker, the leader.

The funeral, unbelievable. The
Knights of Columbus standing
guard, the two caskets, the VFW
presenting a Bible to my oldest
sister Betty, who then turned and
gave it my youngest sister Diane,
the Veterans presenting a U.S. Flag
to Betty (the oldest), and my
brothers Robert and Gary releasing
the doves representing mom and
dad, followed by three doves
representing the Trinity.  My giving
the casket crosses to my brothers,
Donald and Robert. I wanted
nothing. I was strong, the Marine.    

Because I was a co-executor of
the wills with my brother Gary, I
was caught up in scheduling,
buying, sorting, and all the other
sordid details of planning a dual

funeral.  My siblings were amazing
in helping me in so many ways, it
would take a novel to explain all
they did.  This was all followed by
estate sales, paying bills, selling the
house, distributing the estate, and
seven million other things.

November of this year, I went
back to Texas and we had a
dedication of their headstone.  It
was awesome, but yet, I felt cold,
untouched, worrying about this and
that.  I went there alone during my
visit and stood saying a rosary.  I

thanked them for life, for love...but
yet even though I felt sadness, I
could not say goodbye.

Back to now.  My wife, Bernie,
and I got to the Naming Service and
I begin to feel a cloak of dread I
have never felt before. I was
suddenly enveloped by darkness
and light at the same time. Is that
possible? I choked up several
times, not knowing where these
unwanted feelings were coming
from. The service was numbing and
yet so beautiful.  One cannot
describe what I felt when I put
mom and dad’s Memory Ornament
on the tree during the “Calling of

Names.” Was I finally going to be
able to say “goodbye?”

I took the letter I wrote, showed
it to Bernie, and at the foot of the
outdoor crucifix, threw the letter
into the flames, offering up my love
to my parents. 

I cried, shamed by the tears, but
so happy they finally came...

We love you
Mom and Dad, we
miss you so much.
We pray you are
looking down from
God’s wonderful
presence, smiling
at your children,
proud of who we
are.  You should

be, you did a pretty awesome job! 
The Memory Ornament for

mom and dad - we will move from
family to family - to hang on our
Christmas trees, to remember and
never forget.

The Christmas Naming Service 2008 - A personal observation

by Betty Wheeler

Intriguing women from out of
the past came to visit Christ the
King in November. We were
treated to a dramatic portrayal of
twelve characters in the Old and
New Testaments of the Bible, titled
“Women of the Bible.”  From Eve
in the Book of Genesis, to Priscilla
in the Book of Acts, the story
unfolded as each one gave a
personal account of her experiences
as they related to the promised

Messiah. Some of the other
characters portrayed were Sarah,

Ruth, Naomi, Bathsheba,
Mary, Martha, and Mary
Magdalene.

Those who attended the
event in our church attested
to a very touching and
spiritual experience. Since
1986 the program has been
the ministry of women from
the Mandarin Methodist
Church as a voluntary offering to
the community. The original drama
was written by Meta Stanley, and
she has competently directed the

group through changes in the cast
over these past twenty-two years.
However, we have probably
experienced the last performance.
Bravo to these ladies!

A Visit from Women of the Bible
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by Charm Saults

Jackie and Everett Comstock 

Everyone knows Jackie Comstock. She has been the receptionist at the rectory since 2006. She is
responsible for keeping track of the priests’ appointment schedules as well as answering the many calls
from parishioners asking for time and schedule of Masses and other ministry activities.

Jackie has a wealth of information at her fingertips as the questions are many and varied such as:
information on joining the church, whom to contact in order to register a child, items sold at the gift
shop. Jackie and her husband, Everett, are both from Sioux Falls, South Dakota. They have been mem-
bers of Christ the King for 25 years. They have three grown children, two of whom live in Jacksonville
and one who lives in Atlanta. 

Jackie’s youngest daughter graduated from Bishop Kenny and at the present time they have two
grandchildren attending Christ the King School. 

Jackie and Everett stay active with school activities but the ministry they enjoy most is the choir
where Jackie is a cantor. 

Patricia Thomas 

Patricia Thomas is a native of Jacksonville and was originally from St. Patrick’s Parish. She and
her husband, Carlos, joined Christ the King Parish in 1970. They were both active volunteers for the
American Cancer Society and at one time Patricia was the director of the Society. 

Pat has been involved with Christ the King for many years and she and Carlos were among the
first to step out in faith with our former pastor, Monsignor Danaher when he began the Stewardship
Program. This program involved free tuition for our parish children and Patricia was an integral part
of it from its inception in 1992.  

Pat was widowed in 1994. She has two sons, Carlos, who lives in Jacksonville and Tim, who lives
in Chattanooga. In addition she has two grandsons. 

In 1989 Patricia accepted the position of Director of Stewardship but in 2003 her title was changed
to Director of Special Events. This position has kept her busy working on the Celebration of Life
Garden which is her ongoing project. 

Susan Riker

Another lady to be recognized is Susan Riker who has been a member of Christ the King since
1973 when she moved to Jacksonville. Susan’s daughter and two sons graduated from Christ the King
Catholic School and they all went on to Bishop Kenny High School. She was very active as a parent
volunteer and in other ministries.  

Susan has been blessed with nine grandchildren and is looking forward to number ten’s arrival in
the spring. She is again actively involved with the Christ the King School as she has one grandchild
who attends Child Care and one who is in Morning Star School. 

Susan has a very busy schedule and works full time in the rectory as administrative assistant/book-
keeper. Her duties consist of handling human resource business and financial matters, assisting the
parish administrator, Frank Japour, and also working special projects when there is a need. 

When I asked Susan how she felt about her job, she replied, “I do not consider my daily work a
‘job’ but rather my daily opportunity to give back the best of my talents and abilities for all the many
blessings which have been bestowed upon me as being part of the Christ the King family.”

Jane & Olin Middleton

Jane and Olin Middleton are among the first members of Christ the King parish. Jane is a charter
member joining the parish in 1955. Jane said, “Olin and I remember the ground breaking for Christ
the King Church.” We were sitting on lumber one Saturday and sharing a bar-b-que lunch with the
workers. Olin took the census of the Catholics in the area and invited them to come to Christ the King
Church.

Jane is originally from Winston-Salem, N.C. and Olin is a native of Jacksonville. They have been
married for 59 years. They have three grown children and one granddaughter who graduated from
Christ the King Catholic School.

Jane’s history with Christ the King goes a long way back and she remembers making curtains with
other volunteers during the Cuban crisis. She also helped with the practice evacuation. She worked on
the calendar book for activities in the parish. Jane and Olin were volunteers for the American Cancer
Society for 35 years and members of the Queens and Kings. Jane continues as bulletin editor and glad-
ly volunteers where needed.
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Epiphany Mass and Dinner
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Knights of Columbus
Celebrates 50th Anniversary
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by Frank Becht

When you give the walls a
fresh new coat of paint, do you
hang up the same old pictures?
Maybe you do. But if it’s the
Brides’ Room, how about pictures
of beautiful brides? This was
Terri’s thought during the church
renovation summer of 2007.

First, a bit about Terri

She comes from healthy stock.
Her parents, Dr. and Mrs. Fred
H.Weichman moved into the Parish
in 1957 and Terri started fifth grade
at Christ The King. Sister Philip
Joseph was the teacher with a class
size of about 60. Dr. Wiechman
was with the Veterans’
Administration Clinic in
downtown Jacksonville. Olivia
Wiechman, Terri’s mother, a
former English teacher, was active
in the Ladies’ Guild and also taught
many ladies of the parish and the
neighborhood how to play bridge.
Terri graduated from Christ The
King, Bishop Kenny and then
Barry College (now Barry
University) in Miami.

Engaged at Christmas of her
senior year, Terri married Officer
Candidate Michael E. Vogelsang in
Immaculate Conception Church on
December 21, 1969. Her father had
become a parishioner of

Immaculate Conception after her
mother’s death. Mike was
commissioned a Second Lieutenant
in the United States Army and by
the end of 1970 the couple was
stationed in Germany. After
another duty station and the birth
of two sons, Major Vogelsang
decided on a civilian life and the
family moved to Jacksonville and
Christ the King parish in 1976.

Always an active member of
Christ The King, Terri taught
kindergarten from 1980-84 and
became Wedding Coordinator in
the early 90s. Monsignor Danaher
learned she could sew and asked
her to make a set of vestments. As
she learned the sad state of the
parish altar linens, she began to
make new and repair old. Many
generous parishioners donated
beautiful but no longer used table
linens, some purchased cloth while
on vacation in Ireland. Terri used
the fabric to make altar linens.
When Dr. Bernie Sans joined
Christ The King as Music Director,
he told Terri that what she was
doing was part of the Ministry of
Art and Environment. A love of
fabric, decorating and attention to
detail prompted Terri to learn more
about this ministry in The General
Instruction of the Roman Missal
and the Sacristy Manual. Presently
the Ministry of Art and
Environment is headed by Pam
Jones and Michele Norton.

“….For Such Is The Kingdom of
Heaven”

by Barbara Hanuscin

So many folks think of babies
as “blank slates to write on.” This
isn’t a true fact. From working in
the neonatal intensive care and
newborn nursery unit, I can attest
to the fact that each little infant is
unique. Sure, you can help to mold
a child by what you teach, but his
own personality and experiences
help shape and “mold” the child as
well. Too many are so busy trying
to teach, that they fail to listen and
learn. I think of the time that the
disciples were trying to dismiss the
children who had gathered around
our Lord Jesus Christ, thinking
they were bothering Him. I love to
reflect on His words, “Let the little
children come to me, for such is the
kingdom of heaven.”

Parents and grandparents are
more blessed than they realize. Of
course there are the everyday
pressures of work weighing heavily
on them. But take the time to listen
and to see what these precious little
ones can teach you. I never cease to
marvel at the simplicity and at the
most overwhelming love that the
littlest ones can bestow on us.
There used to be a television show
that reminded “Kids say the
darndest things.” They certainly do
that, but try to think on a simpler

level and you will see things are
often much clearer than we make
them.

My own grandchildren have
given me a wealth of knowledge
from a different perspective than
the adult world can give. When I
told my granddaughter she would
get to go to church one Sunday
with grandma, one little one at age
two asked “will the cows be there?”
I had to think hard on that one, until
I remembered when she was one-
and-a-half years old I had taken her
to see the manger scene. This same
little one was concerned that
Mary’s feet would get cold and
dirty because she had no shoes, yet
noticed that Joseph had sandals on
his feet. My explanation was that
Joseph needed the sandals because
he took care of Mary by leading the
donkey and letting Mary ride. I do
think about the hardships that Mary
had during those days of flight, and
I recall the time that Jesus washed
the feet of the Apostles, and the
time that Mary Magdalene washed
Jesus’ feet and dried them with her
hair. So, the little one was most
observant about the bare feet. One
time at Our Lady of the Lakes
Church, the little one looked up at
the crucified Christ and asked,
“What happened up there?” And
she also commented for
“somebody put some clothes on
Jesus because he will get cold.”
How many onlookers during the
Way of the Cross, in their hearts

felt that someone should do
something, but didn’t have the
courage to say it? Often we see
things done to someone but don’t
stand up for their rights for fear of
getting involved.

One little one has a skin
condition which can be painful and
her skin will crack on her hands.
She was looking up at the cross and
saw the wounds and was so sad to
see them she then said, “Mommy,
Jesus has boo boos on his hands
just like me.” This same little one,
upon entering the gathering area
and seeing the risen Christ, asked
what he was doing. I explained that
his arms are outstretched with love
and he was giving us all a big hug.
After Mass, she made her way
through the gathering area to the
foot of the risen Christ, tried to get
as close as she could between the
poinsettia plants at his feet. She
then looked up into the face with
her hands stretched upwards. Then
she turned and said, “I gave Jesus a
hug.” We think how wonderful it
would be to physically feel a hug
from Jesus, but we have that
opportunity everyday. When we
interact with others with the love of
Christ inside us and reach out to
them, we are passing that hug back
and forth to others. Don’t you
know others who extend their hand
in friendship, or a hug, and you feel
their energy and love pulsing
through to you? That energy which
begins with Christ is love for all of

us and it grows as we pass it on to
others. So continue to pass His love
on to your children and
grandchildren and be ready to
receive in abundance the gift of
love that is passed back to you.

For Such is the Kingdom of Heaven

Words of Wisdom
I can tell you the truth and ask

you to read God’s words...
But I cannot make you read or

believe.
I can give you my opinions on

situations, because I have
Experienced it myself...
But I cannot make your

decisions for you.
I can warn you of possible

future errors...
But I cannot stop you from

making mistakes.
I can offer you friendship or dry

your tears..
But I cannot expect you to ask

for my hand or shoulder.
I can give you absolute love

without restrictions..
But I cannot force you to accept

it.
I can pray to God to give you

strength and guide you
Through life..

But He needs to hear it straight
from your heart.

By: Charm Saults

Now for the Brides Room

In May 2007, the Church
renovation project began and Terri
was on the committee. Before the
decorating could take place, there
was a tremendous amount of hard
work done by volunteers and paid
professionals. By the end of
summer the renovation was almost
complete. New fixtures, new
carpet, new paint, new pictures on
the wall. Maybe, but what? The
Brides’ Room … flowers are pretty,
bridal bouquets, bridal fashions
through the years? How about our

own brides? And that was the
answer. After several bulletin
announcements fewer than 30
pictures had been collected. Terri
learned that Chris McClellan could
help with picture restoring,
resizing, etc. And there was Chris,
advertising on the back of our
bulletin. He really came to the
rescue, from Terri’s first email to
his ordering of special paper for the
final printing.

Proving that generations should
work together, Chris used email to

more than triple the number of
pictures!

Now she had 94 pictures and
Terri wondered, what next?
Debbie, at Sweet Magnolia’s
Framing had the great suggestion
to cut out each bride and arrange
them all together. Terri got to work
right away. It reminded her of
cutting out paper dolls as a child.
Debbie spent time with Terri to find
just the right frame that was not too
expensive and the result is what
you have seen on display.

The after response has
encouraged Terri to consider
another bridal display. There
certainly are many more brides of
Christ the King who could further
enhance this very interesting
project. So ladies join in by sending
your wedding photos to Terri
Vogelsang.

No matter where you were
married, here at Christ The King,
another parish, anywhere in the
world, we need your picture. We
will stay with the brides for now
and if there are others in the photo
send it anyway. We know what to
do. Thank you so much to all those
who contributed a picture and
especially to Chris McClellan and
Debbie of Sweet Magnolia’s
Framing.

Terri Vogelsang has made a
difference at Christ The King in her
many years as Wedding
Coordinator and her work making
vestments and altar linens. Thank
you, Terri, for your hard work! We
need lots like her. 

THE BRIDES’ ROOM
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We have passed the midway point of the Pauline Year (6/28/2008 -
6/29/2009). During this jubilee year we are all challenged as Catholics to
find ways to spread the Gospel not only through words, but also by our
actions. There is no better way to accomplish this mandate than by volun-
teering your time and talent within the parish.

Christ the King is a vibrant, diverse, active community with an abun-
dance of opportunity for anyone looking to fulfill the spiritual call to serv-
ice. The only requirement is for you to take the first step and answer the
call. 

As we move toward Spring, two major parish events will take place
that all are encouraged to attend, and to help support with your time and
talent.

In March, Christ the King will host the second annual silent auction.
Last year, this event was held in conjunction with the spring carnival.
Because of the popularity of the auction, the decision was made to move
this and make it a separate event from the carnival to allow it to grow.

The silent auction, themed “Spring into Action,” will take place on
March 21 in the Blessed Mother Kingdome from 5:30 p.m. til 9:00 p.m..
The auction itself will remain much the same as last year with dozens of
fabulous items to bid on for any budget. 

There are many changes for the event in year two. 
For parents, child care will be provided free of charge in the Parish

Hall. Kids will be provided with a dinner and snack, movies, and games
to enjoy.

Moving the venue for the silent auction to the gymnasium will allow
us to provide attendees not only with a catered dinner from Carrabba’s
Italian Grill, but we will also have live entertainment throughout the night
including music, comedy, and celebrity auctioneers.

“Mad Cowford,” a local improvisation comedy troupe, will provide
us with the comedic entertainment for the evening. 

First Coast News sports director, and 1010XL radio’s co-host of
Sports Final Radio, Dan Hicken, will also join us for the evening. He will
serve as our celebrity auctioneer for the live auction. 

The tickets are all inclusive. Not only do you get a night of entertain-
ment, but your appetizer, salad, dinner, dessert, and all drinks (tea, water,
beer, or wine) are included in the price of admission. Ticket prices are $30

per person for individuals, $110
for a half table (4 tickets), or
$200 for a full table reservation.
These tickets will be available
through the school, at the recto-
ry, or by contacting the auction
coordinator, Anthony DeBellis
(truet1000@comcast.net). 

In April, Christ the King will
once again play host to our
eighth annual spring carnival.
We will continue the expanded
two day format including the
shrimp boil dinner and family
bingo event on Friday, April 24,
and the carnival on April 25. 

The carnival will be bigger
and better this year with more
inflatables, more rides, more
food options, a bigger country
store, the small business expo,
the craft fair, and entertainment
throughout the day. Even the vacation raffle is going to be bigger and bet-
ter this year!

With any major parish event, the more volunteers that we can identi-
fy to help make these successful, the better. These two events offer us two
opportunities. First, they provide us with a great tool to help build up our
parish community as a whole. Second, they give us a chance to answer
the call to service that is the theme of the Pauline Year.

This is your opportunity to help support your parish community by
joining us in making these events a huge success.

For more information on either of these parish activities, or to volun-
teer, contact me at 725-6913 or tim.mcclellan@comcast.net.

Answer that call!

Tim Talks
From The Parish Council

Tim McClellan, Parish Council President

by Tracie Cox Loftis

On September 22, 2008, Emergency Pregnancy Services of Arlington
(EPS) opened in the Arlington community. The ministry, focused on sav-
ing the most vulnerable lives, continues to grow and gain respect in our
area. This growth has included not only a steady stream of clients, but also
volunteers.

In the first weeks after opening, it was not uncommon for EPS to be
filling empty volunteer shifts only the night before, but now, we are fill-
ing our schedule sometimes a month in advance. This strengthening pool
of volunteers has helped us to keep costs down and continue to offer full-
time services in Arlington. But, there is still room and need for more help.
Volunteers have other commitments and sometimes need to take time
away; this leaves empty slots and new opportunities for someone to
become active in this ministry. 

EPS is incredibly proud of the 83% of abortion-minded women who
have changed their minds and opened their hearts up to life, women who

may not have sought our help without the ease of access of our Arlington
location.  In all, 219 women found our open doors between our opening
and December 31st of last year. That is over 200 real life stories that are
impacted by the ministry that many of you at Christ the King helped
launch and continue to support today. 

In those same three months, material assistance has been given to over
90 struggling families, bringing practical help to women who didn’t know
where else to turn.  The diapers, clothes, and infant care items are an
important support for life that is only available because of the generosity
of those like you.

Our EPS family grew in 2009 with the addition of another clinical
staff person to our ultrasound program. Wendi Klinkenberg, yes, the same
Wendi that leads the LIFE TEEN music group here at Christ the King, has
accepted a nursing role in our organization to provide ultrasounds and
increase the quality of our clinical services. Her important position will
allow us to offer ultrasounds in both of our busiest locations on a full-time
basis. 

Each and every month, our numbers of client visits continue to grow
as word continues to spread. Our philosophy of reaching women in their
neighborhood, before they head out for an abortion clinic, seems to be an
effective one. Many clients have shared how grateful they are to have
something so close to their home. Our physical location seems to meet our
needs quite nicely. We have only had one minor plumbing emergency, but
due to the generosity of Josh and John Porter, things were fixed for us
immediately and at no cost to the ministry. Thanks again for their help!

Please consider getting involved with your neighborhood center.
There are many ways to help including: volunteers to work as greeters,
train to be peer counselors or help with our center upkeep; individuals or
groups to provide prayer support; and now more than ever, monthly or
even one-time financial gifts. It doesn’t take much to make a big differ-
ence – one or two, four-hour shifts a month, an extra prayer to help soft-
en the hearts of abortion-minded women and bring strength to our coun-
selors, or even a small gift of $20 a month helps to keep our mission alive.
Come by anytime (6903 Merrill Road – 446-9009) and see what our
newest center is all about; you may find that your heart is leading you to
be a part of this important mission.

EMERGENCY PREGNANCY SERVICES
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Miracle At Christ The King
by Frank Becht

Many of you know Berlin
Clark for you’ve seen him at the 9
a.m. Mass on Sunday as a
Eucharistic Minister until
December 2007 when he was taken
to Memorial Hospital with a mas-
sive heart attack. Now in
November 2008, he’s back as
Eucharistic Minister. Herein lies
the story of a Miracle at Christ
the King.

Berlin was born in Asheville,
North Carolina on February 21,
1934 of Dallas and Delia Wright
Clark. His father was the son of
English immigrants who came to
this country in the 1800’s. Berlin
grew up as a Methodist and married
his first wife in Asheville, having
one son. He had three sisters. 

He came to Jacksonville in
1962 after the failure of his first
marriage and went to work with
Colonial Stores as a store manager
until 1966 when he went to work
for the Associated Grocers of
Florida as a Retail Counselor for
the associated stores. It was here
that I met Berlin and his boss, Joe
Gaul.

Berlin traveled a lot and as a
result felt a void in his life. It was
then that he began to attend Christ
the King Church, a nearby church
in Arlington in 1970. He later
joined the RCIA program and
became a Catholic on April 4,
1990. 

Sometime prior, he met Naomi
Nestor, also of North Carolina, and
their relationship had developed to
the point of considering marriage.
Having been divorced, he had to
get an annulment and he got to
know Monsignor Danaher, pastor
of Christ the King, quite well in the
process. On April 24, 1990, he was
married to Naomi by Monsignor
Mortimer Danaher. Yours truly was
a reader at the ceremony in the
Sacred Heart Chapel.

As a result of his close relation-
ship with Monsignor Danaher he

became very involved in the Parish.
If something needed to be done, he
was at Monsignor’s beck and call.
In 1991, he taught the
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine
(CCD) students. Then he became a
Sacristan, an Extra Ordinary
Minister, a member of Nocturnal
Adoration and the Knights of
Columbus Council 4727. He
became involved.

In 1996 Naomi passed away
and is buried at Jacksonville
Memorial Cemetery in Orange
Park, Florida. Berlin retired in
1997 but remained active in the
parish. On December 11, 2007, his
life changed. The following is his
description of his life-changing
story:

“December 11, 2007, I was
taken to Memorial
Hospital where I had a
massive heart attack and
was unaware of anything.  

On the morning of
December 13, I had a five-
way heart bypass. During
surgery, I lost seven pints
of blood and had a massive
stroke on the frontal lobe
of the brain. I remember
none of this and did not
become aware of anything
until April 6, 2008. During
this time I was in
Heartland South Care

Facility. 

On March 19, I had anoth-
er stroke. Hospice was
alerted. My medication was
stopped. Hospice took over
my care. Judy1 and Athel2
went to the cemetery to
make sure my burial plot
was up to date. Next they
went to Corey-Kerlin to
update my funeral
arrangements. 

When I became aware of
my present surroundings
on April 6, I began to get
better and was able to start
back on therapy and con-
tinued to get well. After
three months in hospice,
they told me that I had sur-
vived. On July 10, I left
Heartland to continue my
road to recovery.

If you do not believe in
miracles, look at me for I
truly received a miracle

from God. I am the most
humble person you will
ever meet. I cannot explain
the feelings you have when
you know the miracle that
God has performed and
how special I must be- that
God chose me to receive.

This all happened through
the prayers by all of you
and from my friends from
all over. I am truly blessed
to be among you.

Father Thanh, what can I
say; you are the most spe-
cial man in the world; you
were at my bedside listen-
ing and consoling me every
day through my ordeal.
You and Father Zehler are
the best in all the world. 

Thank each and every one
of you for every thing you
did; all your visits, prayers
and thoughts pulled me
through. 

Most of all, thank God for
allowing me to be on earth.
I hope in some way my
experience over the last
year will help you to know
there is a true God and you
can look at me and see the
miracle He can perform.

You all are forever in my
thoughts and prayers.”
Berlin Clark

1Judy Fields is
the daughter of
Berlin’s deceased
wife Naomi, some-
one who has
become very spe-
cial in many ways.
She’s the one who
called yours truly
and others to be
pallbearers when it
looked like the end

was near. She lives in Riverview,
Florida, near Tampa with her hus-
band and children.

2Athel Webb is a neighbor and
special friend who has gone out of
her way to help on a daily basis.
She took Berlin to the hospital and
was with him every step of the way.

Berlin Clark, Christ the King
community is glad you are one of
us! What an example of strength
and courage you have been to us!

Faith Sharing
by Claretta Lamusga

Our Faith Sharing group has
been together for a long time. I
moved to Jacksonville in 1986 and
Harry and I were invited to join the
group the following Lenten season,
which we did. We soon learned that
this was a group of people that
would be there for us in good times and bad. We have lost some of our

members through death or moving
away and found a few new friends
to join us. We wound up our latest
series of meetings with a great din-
ner party at the home of Frank and
Betty Becht. There were 30 of us
present, including Father Thanh
and Father Zehler. The Becht’s
home was all aglow with the sights

and sounds of the season. After a
delicious dinner we all joined in
singing Christmas Carols. Father
Zehler opened the event with a
short reading “One Solitary Man.”
Father closed the evening with a
beautiful reading titled
“Thanksgiving\Thanks Living.”
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by Frank Becht

Frank and Phyllis Bauman are
charter members of Christ the King
Church, transferring from
Assumption Parish when Christ the
King was founded by Father
Thomas Larkin in 1954.

Frank’s father came to this
country from Germany, first set-
tling in Manhattan, New York and
later moving to the Bronx. His
father died in Frank’s infancy, leav-
ing his mother to care for the fami-
ly of six children. It’s not known
how she supported her sizable fam-
ily. After high school, Frank joined
the Naval Reserves and was called
into active duty as a result of World
War II.

Phyllis’ parents were Thomas
Joseph Iaconetti and Rosemary
Storino Iaconetti, her mother born
in Manhattan N.Y. and her father in
Italy. Phyllis’ father operated a
candy store, one which sold a mul-
titude of other items. They were
Catholic, attended St. Joseph’s

Catholic Church and lived in a
small apartment behind the
candy store, near the church.
The family consisted of six boys
and two girls. Phyllis and her
brother attended St Joseph’s
School. Phyllis attended Julia
Richmond High School in
Manhattan after which she
attended a business school and
became a comptometer operator.
She first worked in the famous
Chrysler Building in downtown
New York and then the Empire

State Building.
In 1946 while Frank was in the

Navy, they were individually invit-
ed to a dance by  Frank’s sister and
Phyllis’ brother, who had married;
here they met and began a romance
that led to their own marriage on
August 28,1948 at St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church. During this
romance they became known as
Super dancers. Frank was the
expert who taught Phyllis but other
guys watching thought it was
Phyllis leading Frank and she was
often approached for dancing.

Frank was transferred to the
Naval Air Station, Jacksonville,
Florida where they lived in a small
family dwelling on Roosevelt
Highway. They were invited to a
Knights of Columbus dinner at the
George Washington Hotel in down-
town Jacksonville. They were
asked to join the McMenamys, the
Leo Bowles, Clarks and Fortunatos
(the heavyweights of the Knights of
Columbus community at the time).
As result of their becoming friends

with the Tom and Martha
McMenamy, Martha pushed them
to buy a home in Arlington. While
Frank was busy at the Naval Air
Station, Martha McMenemy
showed Phyllis homes in Glynlea
Park and other areas. The builder in
Glynlea Park finally convinced
Phyllis into putting $5 down to
hold the house in which she lives
on Leafy Lane, under construction
at the time.

The Baumans had two boys.
Gregory is single and lives with his
mom; Thomas is married and has
two children, Taylor and Tanner.

When Frank was released from
the service, he attended Jones
College where he earned an
accounting degree and worked for a
short while with various firms. He
finally opened his own business,
Empire Accounting on Arlington
Road, which he and Phyllis operat-
ed until his retirement.

Both Frank and Phyllis were
very active members of the newly
formed Christ the King Church
from the very beginning. Frank was
involved in the early parish surveys
and fund raising drives, the Holy
Name Society, Knights of
Columbus, Nocturnal Adoration,
Troop 5 Boy Scouts and Christ the
King ball teams. One major project
was the building of the old
Clubhouse where so many activi-
ties took place. Later, Frank
became very involved in the St.
Vincent DePaul Society where he
served many years and several
years as Treasurer. He was very

concerned with the poor, homeless
and disadvantaged. Frank was one
of the early writers and proof- read-
er for the Courier. In addition,
Frank was President of the Florida
Accounting Association. 

Phyllis was likewise very
involved in the family business and
mother of two active and involved
boys. She served as guild President
from 1968- 1970. As President of
the Guild, she initiated the yearly
Living Rosary program with Mass
and dinner, which continues today.
She remembers how diligently Ann
Olinto worked to help assemble the
many candles needed for the cere-
mony She was chairman and an
active member of Circle Eight until
recently. She has been a member of
the Catholic Women’s Club for
many years. She also served on the
St. Vincent de Paul staff in the rec-
tory.                                               

It is believed that Frank and
Phyllis were the General Chairmen
for the 10th Anniversary and the
25th Anniversary Booklets for
Christ the King. The 25th
Anniversary Book was definitely
produced under their direction for
there is a letter to that effect.

Frank and Phyllis celebrated 55
years of marriage on August 28,
2003. Frank died on November 4,
2004 and is buried in the National
Cemetery at Bushnell, Florida.

Both have worked tirelessly as
members of Christ the King. We
thank them for their dedication to
God and Christ the King
Community!

THE BAUMANS

by Frank Becht

Have you heard of the “Jesus
Dollar?” I had not until a friend
told me the story.

Some friends in Decatur,
Georgia have built a group of
donors to help their St. Vincent
DePaul Society’s fund-raising by
establishing the “Jesus Dollar.” On
the left face of every dollar bill is a
large letter of the alphabet, which
identifies the Federal Reserve Bank
where the bill was printed. Those
with the letter “J”, distributed from
Kansas City, Missouri, are the
Jesus Dollars.

The Decatur fund-raisers pro-
moted the idea of giving to the St.
Vincent DePaul Society those Jesus
Dollars and they found that their
poor box donations increased. My
friend in Georgia suggested that we

at Christ
the King
give this
plan a try.
H e l e n
R a m o s ,
who has
w o r k e d
long and
hard for the

society, presented the idea to the
group and it was accepted.

The Sunday Bulletin of
September 28, 2008, ran a notice
explaining the Jesus Dollars idea. A
survey of the poor box collections
in the following weeks revealed
that donations in the form of Jesus
Dollars had increased steadily. This
was obviously an effective way to
raise awareness of the St. Vincent
DePaul Society. The St. Vincent
DePaul Society has ear-marked the
Jesus Dollars to help clients with
JEA bills. Let’s continue to call
attention to the “J” Dollar.

Check your loose bills for “J”
bills and set them aside for the poor
box. Be a contributor to the great
causes of the St. Vincent DePaul
Society. And, by the way, a few bill
with a “K” or “C”, etc will also be
gratefully accepted.

Jesus Dollar RReecc iippee     CCoorrnneerr

1 Large Onion
1 Pound Ground Beef
1 Can Kidney Beans Drained
1 Can Butter Beans Drained
2 Cans Pork & Beans
1 Tablespoon Vinegar
1 Cup Ketchup
1/2 Cup Brown Sugar
1/2 Cup White Sugar

Finely chop the onion, then in a large skillet, brown the beef and
onion, drain the grease off.
In a crock pot add all the other ingredients including the ground
beef and onion.
Cook on low for 4 hours stirring occasionally.

It is great served with hot dogs or grilled cheese.

Hobo
Beans
submitted by
Charm Saults
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by Barbara Hanuscin, President of
Queens and Kings of Jacksonville

On December 14, 2008, their
last meeting of the year, the Queens
and Kings held their annual
Christmas Party at Mill Cove Golf
and Country Club. Father Zehler
was our priest guest of honor and
bestowed the blessing on the
sumptuous meal. Entertainment
was provided by violinist, Joe
Rose, who is a member of the
Jacksonville Pops Orchestra. Joe
belongs to Arlington United
Methodist Church but is no
stranger to Christ the King, having
played at the Queens and Kings
parties in the past and has
performed with the Pops Orchestra
yearly at Christ the King. The
Queens and Kings were pleasantly
surprised by a visit from Santa and
Mrs. Claus aka Rudy and Patti
Penada. All the Queens and even a
King took turns sitting on Santa’s
lap and posed for their pictures.
Of course Santa had presents for all
as they have tried to be very good
Queens and Kings. The table was
also festooned with many door
prizes. It was hard to choose
between the “sure thing” or to take
a chance on what was “in the
cookie jar.” A good time was had
by all to round out 2008.

On January 9, 2009, the group
welcomed in the “Baby New Year”.
Teresa Snyder and helper Wanda
Magne transformed the Shirley
David Hall, complete with pastel
colored theme and balloons, into a
“Baby Shower”. Between $200 and
$300 dollars worth of baby gifts
were collected and will be donated
to the Emergency Pregnancy
Services. Support for this agency is
right in tune with a topic that

should be on all our minds,
especially now, namely, the right to
life. Also in keeping with many
New Years resolutions, members
brought in “healthy snacks”. There
was a wide variety of delicious but
nutritious munchies. Just in time
for organizing the yearly tax duty
to render to Uncle Sam what is his,
Elsa Marshall, from H. & R. Block,
clued the group in on often
overlooked tax deductions and
some of the new tax rules.

On February 8, the Queens and
Kings are having a “Valentine’s
Party” with a performance by
“Keyboard Connection.” Desserts
will be served. It’s open to all to
attend at 12:30pm in the Shirley
David Hall. If you bring a
valentine, it will be delivered to a
shut-in in a local nursing home, to
brighten their Valentine’s Day.

Remember in March to mark
your calendar for March 8 as the
Queens and Kings have the “Luck
of the Irish” and play BINGO for
“green” prizes. Snacks will be
green in keeping with the St.
Patrick’s theme.

Then on April 12, there will be
a covered dish dinner theatre. The
Vintage Players will be performing
for the enjoyment of all.

May 10 will be our “Mexican
Fiesta” Cinco de Mayo theme. And
then June 14 will be the installation
ceremony while we “Picnic in the
Park”. 

Remember all those 50 yrs old
or more are welcome to join the
Queens and Kings, regardless of
marital status, sex, race or religion.
All are WELCOME. Please see the
Christ the King website and look
under ministries for further
information.

Santa Claus and Baby
New Year with the
Queens and Kings

by Father Bob Carleton

Maryknoll Missioners in
Jacksonville are hoping to form a
Maryknoll Affiliate group in the
Jacksonville area. Affiliates share
the mission charism and family
spirit of Maryknoll sisters and
brothers, priests and lay missioners
by: gathering together for spiritual
renewal and growth; sharing
common values and commitments;
discussing current events, political

and social developments in the
context of how they impact the
poor and oppressed throughout the
world. They support each other’s
efforts to work for peace and
justice in their own families and
communities.

An exploratory session will be
held at the Maryknoll residence in
the southside area on Thursday
evening March 5. If you are
interested in attending, call
Maryknoll for more information
and directions, 904-739-1112.

CKCCW Chat
by Willie Blaquiere

During Advent we spend our
time between spiritual events that
enhance our lives and social events
that give us companionship and a
sense of belonging. We meet new
people and greet with joy those we
have not seen for a while. Christ
the King Council of Catholic
Women hosted the annual Living
Rosary and social on December 5.
It was an evening that started the
Christmas season in a lovely way.
After evening Mass, guests
proceeded to the Shirley David
Hall. The hall looked festive. There
was no doubt Christmas was on the
way. This year instead of standing
for the rosary, chairs were arranged
in a circle with an electric candle
on the seat. Each guest’s prayer
was posted on the back of the chair.
The atmosphere was calm, lovely
and quiet. The entire parish was
invited, and it was a good turn out.
The food was wonderful. Each time
we partake of this wonderful fare,
we are reminded how blessed we
are.

Thank you, parish members,
for supporting the bake sale and
raffle. First prize of  $500.00 worth
of gift cards went to Eliseo Bunoc;
second prize basket of cheer went
to Bill Beane; third prize basket of
cheer went to Kenneth Salzman;
Mary Ann Sullivan won the kid’s
fun basket. The profits from this
fundraiser and other year- round
fund raisers, are used to help with
projects such as the restroom
renovations in the Shirley David
Hall.

GETTING TO KNOW YOU

Molly Crisp, daughter of
Monica and George Crisp,
graduated from UNF with a degree
in political science and mass
communication. Congratulations to
Molly and her parents.

Ruth and Frank Gunther are
happy in their new home in
Milford, Ohio. Their townhouse in
Jacksonville is still on the market.
Good to hear from you, Ruth.

Ruth Fitzgerald is still in Texas
with her family. She hopes to be
back in Jacksonville for a visit
soon.

Marge Stiles and her sister,
Jeannie Demarest from Pittsburgh,
spent the week between Christmas
and New Year in South Carolina.
Marge’s daughter, Denise and
granddaughters joined them in
Edisto Island near Charleston.
They had a lovely time visiting and
sightseeing.

The day after Christmas,
Claretta Lamusga’s four children,
several grandchildren and a great
grandchild came from Ohio for a
visit. Four children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren who live in
the Jacksonville area, joined them
at her house for days of talking,
eating and great fun.

Virginia Moore had an
experience in dumpster diving.
Here is the story. Her daughter
purchased a lotto ticket in Georgia
for Stanley and Virginia — grand
prize $200 million. The day after
the drawing Virginia looked up the
winning numbers; they didn’t
match, so she threw it in the basket
with the papers for the Christ the
King paper collection. The next
day Stanley deposited the papers in
the dumpster. Later her son-in-law
told her that the winning numbers
for that drawing had not yet been
posted. Virginia went to the
dumpster and tried to find her
ticket. While she was going
through the contents of the
dumpster, two teenagers asked if
they could help. The search was on
but was not successful. Virginia
will never know.

Carol-Ann Black celebrated the
beginning of the new year at her
daughter’s in Philadelphia, where
other family members including
her sister and brother had also
gathered.

February 21 is the CKCCW
annual card party and social. Lunch
will be catered; there will be door
prizes and a raffle for a great prize.
You can play cards or just visit with
your friends. Look for information
in the bulletin.  All parish members
and their guests are invited.

Maryknoll
Affliliates

Last night I
took a journey

To a land 
across the seas.

I didn’t go by plane or ship
I traveled on my knees.

I saw so many people there
In bondage to their sin,

And Jesus told me I should go
That there were souls to win. 
But I said, “Jesus, I can’t go

To lands across the seas.”
He answered quickly, “Yes,

you can,
By traveling on your knees.”
He said, “You pray, I’ll meet

the need.
You call and I will hear.

It’s up to you to be concerned
For lost souls far and near.”

And so I did, I knelt in prayer,
Gave up some hours of ease

And with the Savior by my side
I traveled on my knees.

As I prayed on, I saw souls saved
And twisted persons healed.
I saw God’s workers’strength

renewed 
While laboring on the field.

I said, “Yes, Lord, I’ll take the
job,

Your heart I want to please.
I’ll heed your call and swiftly go 

By traveling on my knees.”

Submitted by Anne Seravo

Traveling on My Knees
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by Yolanda Cerqueira 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye! The
members of the St. Vincent de Paul
Society believe that you, the
parishioners of Christ the King
Parish are our true partners in doing
the work of the Society. There may
be just a handful of us who actually
make home visitations but the
reality is that without your
continued support we would never
be able to answer the requests for
assistance. We were so greatly
blessed this past holiday season by
your generous contributions of
money and food. Between
Thanksgiving and Christmas we
were able to deliver 80 baskets of
food and those baskets were
brimming over with groceries, both
fresh and canned, and of course, the
turkeys.  In addition the Society
was also the beneficiary of a large
food donation from the Young
Vincentians at Bishop Kenny High
School. They did such a bang-up
job of encouraging their fellow
students to bring in canned goods
that the total amount of food filled
the entire back of a pick-up truck!
This deserves a big hooray for the
outstanding work of the Young
Vincentians at Bishop Kenny. 

Do you ever wonder about the
people that the members of St.
Vincent de Paul visit in their
homes, or what put them in this
position to seek help? I guess we
could say there are as many reasons
as there are people that we see; but
basically, the economic times we
are now in have contributed to the
added number of people who need
some sort of assistance. Many of
the homes we go into are those
where one of the family members

has lost his job. They try to subsist
on one paycheck when they have
been used to two incomes. This
often causes major havoc for a
family. 

This is where St. Vincent de
Paul steps in after receiving a call
for assistance. What exactly do
Vincentians do? First and foremost
we pray that the Holy Spirit will
lead and guide us on our calls. Then
we listen to the client. People need
to be heard and know that someone
besides the family itself cares and
wants to help. Also we pray with
the family and we bring food —-
food that you have so generously
contributed. The food that we
deliver is food the family does not
have to buy and thus that money
can be put aside toward their JEA
bill or the rent. The breather we are
able to provide many times gives
them new hope that the situation
can be remedied with time. 

We do not give hand outs but
are very good at giving hands up by
encouraging our clients to find
ways to help solve their problems.
This gives them a feeling of “can
do” rather than one of helplessness.
We give them a list of agencies
where they can go and seek
financial help; even though at times
we do help financially when we are
able. Lately the amounts requested
for financial assistance has

increased and so we have placed
limits on what we can do. Our
resources are limited compared to
the present day needs. We work
closely with such agencies as
Catholic Charities and Arlington
Community Services on Rogero
Road. 

There are probably some things
that might surprise you about the
people we visit. Most of them do
not feel sorry for themselves nor
are they looking for someone to
just give them something. There
are exceptions, but for the most
part, these are regular people who
have run across a very bad patch in
their lives. 

And the greater majority of
people have a deep faith in God.
Even though they may be in a heap
of trouble they firmly believe that
God will see them through
whatever the situation. They are
not blaming God or asking why did

this happen to me but are looking
for realistic solutions to their
problems. Are there some who
whine and complain, of course, but
believe me they are so few that it
becomes negligible. 

Sometimes we run across a
family that makes us take stock of
ourselves and truly appreciate how
God has blessed us. A short time

before Christmas we received a call
for assistance for food from a
single mother and her two children.
When the Vincentians arrived they
were warmly welcomed but the
first thing that was noticed was the
total lack of any furniture in the
apartment. The apartment was
immaculate including the rug and
there were two little kids living
there. When the Vincentians
commented on the fact, the young
woman quickly responded saying
in a very grateful voice, “Oh, but
we have a roof over our heads and
my kids are safe from the cold.” We
were quite taken by her genuine
positive attitude and belief that her
situation would improve. Together
with St. Paul’s at the beach and a
generous parishioner we were able
to furnish her apartment.   Shortly
after this she was able to secure a
full time job near her home and
family members arranged to watch
her kids while she is working. 

Vincentian calls usually run
between 10 and 15 home visits a
week. If you were to ask a
Vincentian how they feel about
their work the odds are they would
tell you that they get far more out
of their calls than the assistance
that they are able to provide. 

We invite you to think about
physically joining us in this venture
of giving. It isn’t for everybody but
if you have a nurturing spirit and a
desire to be a part of making a
change in someone’s life please
join us. I promise you that the
payback will be far greater than
your expectations.  For more
information, contact Kathleen
Evans at 674-6378.

St. Vincent de Paul and You

by Lucille Guzzone

The annual Christmas program,
including a play, a sing-along, a
party and refreshments, for the
students in the religious education
program and their families was
held on December 17. The little
ones in grades 1-4 presented the
program. The first grade, under the
direction of teacher Mrs. Yip and

helpful mom, Sheri Smith, wore
reindeer antlers and dressed in
bright red shirts. Their featured
song was “Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer.” Second grade pupils
held up large pictures of Christmas
symbols, which they had painted in
class. They were led by their
teacher, Mrs. Hill, as they
explained the significance of each
symbol. Third grade donned green

hats and vests made by their
teacher, Mrs. Wheeler. They sang
“Mary Had a Baby.” Mr.
Rodriguez’s fourth grade class
presented a nativity play using a
well-constructed little stable and a
tiny cradle for the Baby. Those
children were dressed as Magi,
angels, shepherds, and the Holy
Family itself. After the children
completed their portion of the
gathering, the whole audience sang
Christmas Carols and was treated
to sweet refreshments. Every child,

including those in the upper grades,
received a little gift donated by the
staff.

Believe it or not, this year’s
presentation went off without a
hitch unlike performances of the
past, which were, for example,
marred by a stubborn fire alarm;
the arrival of a fourth “Wise Man;”
and the absence of the boy who was
to be “Joseph.” Without a doubt,
these occasions commemorating
Christmas are always enjoyably
sweet, happy and memorable.

Religious Education Childrens
Christmas Program



February, 2009 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 23

RCIA CHRISTMAS PARTY

by Darlene O’Neal

RCIA’s annual Christmas party was held on December 17, 2008 in
the Shirley David Hall. It was a fun filled night as candidates, sponsors,
family members and RCIA team members gathered to celebrate the
Christmas season. The children were given small presents and a fun game
was played while the Story of Bethlehem was read.

As always, there was too much food but was it good! Jeff Kress made
homemade soup, enough for an army, and homemade cookies that
challenged Deacon James’ homemade cheesecake. There was African
food, Panamanian food, smoked ham, fried chicken, you name it, it was
there. Everyone enjoyed all the different dishes and recipes were
exchanged. 

The hall was festive with green and red decorations complete with a
Christmas tree. Santa’s elves arrived early to take care of the details and
stayed late to make sure everything was in order. 

I hope everyone had a blessed and happy Christmas, and we look
forward to the new year.

Legacy of Care Health Care Clinic, Inc.

by Charm Saults

I had a truly wonderful experience at the
Legacy of Care Health Care Clinic, Inc. I have
no insurance and needed to see a doctor. Of
course not seeing a doctor for two years and
going to a free clinic, I thought I would be just
another number. I was pleasantly surprised.
Legacy of Care is really a place of smiling
caring people. 

Of course there is a wait, but when have you
gone to a doctor’s office and been seen right
away. At Legacy everyone is smiling and
helping each patient with paperwork and getting
ready to see the doctor. The doctor just does not
talk with you about one health problem. If any
tests are needed he will have his staff set referral
appointments. They want to be sure they address
all health problems.

After my visit I wanted to learn more about
the Legacy of Care Health Clinic, so I contacted

Lolita Massengill ARNP. Lolita is the lady who
had the vision to start Legacy of Care. There are
more than 100,000 Jacksonville residents who
have no health insurance.  Lolita said “The
clinic started as PNA*PMS Health Clinic on
May 13,  2006 in Atlantic Beach, Florida.
Nurses in the Philippine Nurses Association of
Northeast Florida, Inc. and physicians of the
Philippine Medical Society of Florida, Inc.,
have volunteered to provide free health services
to the uninsured in Jacksonville. Since then
more physicians and nurse practitioners have
volunteered their services.

The clinic moved to 6665 Banbury Road on
January 13, 2007 in order to accommodate the
growing number of patients. At the same time
they changed their name to Legacy of Care
Health Clinic, Inc. The clinic is open every
second Saturday of each month from 9:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m. Free laboratory work is done at the
Consolidated Laboratories and diagnostic

radiology at various area hospitals and
diagnostic centers.

Legacy of Care Health Clinic provides free
medical services to Jacksonville residents, age
21 and over, who do not have health insurance
and who are at or below 200% of Federal
Poverty Level. They also provide referrals for
acute illnesses and special needs and they assist
with discounted or free medications.

Lolita said her vision is to increase access to
a continuum of health care services available
through We Care Jacksonville and Legacy of
Care Health Clinic.

Their motto is “Building a healthy
community is our legacy.”

Here is their website: legacyofcare.org
check them out.

Their email is: legacyofcare@bellsouth.net
Phones: 904-309-2218 or Fax: 904-744-

7897

by Carol-Ann Black

I try to stop in our religious
articles store frequently. I hate to
miss out on something newly
available or an oldie-but-goodie at
a clearance price. Three weeks ago,
I spotted the book Letters to
Gabriel. The format of letters is a
favorite of mine, so I snatched it up
and discovered that this was Karen
Garver Santorum’s story of her
pregnancy with her fourth child,
Gabriel Michael. This was to be a
joyous event, and she began her
letters to her new baby.

It was indeed a sadly doomed
pregnancy, but at no time did this
family give up on their baby. Karen
continued her letters. Sonograms
showed fairly early on, that there
was a fatal flaw in the baby’s
systems. An abortion at the time of
diagnosis could save a lot of pain
and suffering for her, the doctors
suggested. But she would have
none of it. Karen was blessed at the
time with fine medical care and the

doctors performed in utero surgery
in an attempt to bring little Gabriel
into this world safe and healthy.
This was indeed a tiny thread of
hope for her and her husband.
Sadly, Gabriel was ultimately
delivered very prematurely,
described by the doctors as a
twenty-week fetus.

But Karen and her husband
refused to allow that description.
They insisted on use of the word
“baby” not “fetus.” He lived for
two hours. They baptized him. And
they had a funeral Mass for him.
Most important—-they loved
him—-from the moment of his
conception, through the knowledge
of his physical difficulties and his
death.  Forever.

This lovely little book so
humanizes the great “debate” over
the beginnings of human life that
Mother Teresa wrote the forward
and Dr. Laura Schlessinger the
introduction. I would encourage
everyone to read Letters to
Gabriel.

Book Review

Letters to
Gabriel



Page 24 Christ the King Courier February, 2009

by Darlene O’Neal

(EAGLE SCOUT — Scout of
the highest rank: a Boy Scout who
has reached the highest level of
attainment in the various tests of
skill and endurance set by the Boy
Scout movement.)

It takes many years to achieve
the rank of Eagle Scout. The most
coveted and prestigious award is
given only to boy scouts who work
for and earn it. There are no
guarantees nor easy tasks to
achieve it.

There are new Eagle Scouts in
our midst who deserve recognition
for this feat. They are Jimmy
Mollenhour and Robert Jordan
from Troop #382 under the
guidance of Unit Leader Peter
House. Warren Welk is from Troop
#5 under the guidance of Unit
Leader Fred Gardner. All of these
young men are to be commended
for their ambition and their
accomplishments.

JIMMY MOLLENHOUR was
a student at Christ the King School
when he began his journey in
scouting as a Cub Scout. He
continually moved up through the
ranks earning the Arrow of Light
along the way.

Jimmy served as an altar boy
for four years while in middle
school and recently became an
Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Communion where he is a senior at
Bishop Kenny High School. He is
the head captain of the cross-
country and track team, and is an
honor roll student. Jimmy
completed 130 hours of community
service last year when he worked at
Camp Promise at Marywood. His
greatest ambition in life after
college is to be successful and to
carry out a plan to better the
community.

Jimmy’s Eagle project was to
better the community of Christ the

King School. For years there had
been a flooding problem between
the school buildings after every
heavy rain. Jimmy worked out a
drainage plan to correct the
problem and received permission
from the school principal, the

parish administrator and the parish
pastor, Father Thanh. 

With papers okayed and signed
by his scout leader, he began the 21
hours of work to complete the job.
Jimmy incorporated the help of 3
adults, 12 other scouts and the use
of rakes, shovels, hoes, a bobcat, a
tractor, box blade and three loads of
donated mulch. The aim of this
Eagle project was to make the land
slope correctly to direct the water
towards the drain at the end of the
field in Sheppard Square.

Jimmy is the son of Christ the
King parishioners Doug and Mary
Mollenhour and brother to Jason
and Ryan. Congratulations, Jimmy!

ROBERT JORDAN began his
Eagle Scout project after receiving
the Life Scout rank. Robert’s
scouting began in 2002 when he
joined Scout Troop #382 under the
guidance of Unit Leader Peter
House. He moved up through the
ranks and met all the requirements
in order to embark on his Eagle
Scout project.

Robert’s project was to improve
the conditions on the grounds of
Christ the King School. The fenced
play area outside the kindergarten
classroom was in dire need of
attention. Not only was the ground
uneven, a drop off from the
concrete patio was unsafe for the
small children. The only path for
third grade and kindergarten was
overgrown with weeds. The
sprinkler system was not connected
to any working line and the picnic
tables were in poor condition.

Robert conferred with school
principal Stephanie Chinault after
he had planned the renovation
project. He received permission
from Unit Leader Peter House, then
with the help of 4 adults and 10
additional scouts, the project was
begun.

Armed with pressure washer,
shovels, rakes, wheelbarrows, and

safety equipment,
the play area was
transformed. The
tables were
cleaned and
treated with a
w o o d
preservative. The
old concrete
pavers were
removed and top
soil was spread to
level the ground
and eliminate the
drop off from the
concrete patio. A
trench was dug to
lay PVC pipe that
extended under
two concrete
sidewalks and
connected to the

water supply. This enabled the
installation of sprinklers with
cement donuts around the sprinkler
heads in the play area.

Picnic tables in Sheppard’s
Square had to be moved, and
concrete pavers removed and put

back in order for the trench and
PVC pipe to be installed.

New pavers were laid and sod
was put down in the play area.
Stepping stones for the other two
classes were also laid. A grand total
of 138 hours was spent on this
Eagle project. As a result of
Robert’s project, kindergarten
students will have a safer place to
have their snacks and outside
activities

Robert was a student at Christ
the King School and now attends
Bishop Snyder High School. He is
a National Honor Society tutor and
is head treasurer for the
Environmental Club. His plan is to
further an environmental cause in
college and earn a degree within
the sciences. His ambition is to
build awareness for different
environmental causes, beginning
with small issues in the local
environment and evolving to the
world’s environmental problems.

Robert is the son of Robin and
Burt Jordan and brother to Patrick.
They are members of Christ the
King Parish. Congratulations,
Robert!

WARREN WELK will receive
the Eagle Scout award on February
3, 2009 at Christ the King. Warren
is a member of Scout Troop #5
under the guidance of Unit Leader
Fred Gardner.

The Eagle project that Warren
undertook was to benefit Christ the
King School. He chose to replace

the walkway from the gymnasium
to the play ground. 

The condition before the
project was rotten wood as borders
outlining stepping stones. This not
only posed possible accidents to the
kids but prevented the handicapped
from access to the playground to
watch the kids. 

Warren considered all of the
children’s safety when he planned
his project.

The walkway posed a
hazard as the stepping
stones were uneven and
could cause serious falls.
He decided the safest
walkway should be one of
solid concrete. 

Warren received
permission from Unit
Leader Fred Gardner and
the school before he began
his Eagle project. Armed
with shovels,
wheelbarrows, hammers,

pails, wood, saws, sawhorse and
level they began. A group of 10
other scouts and 2 adults provided
the extra manpower. The old
wooden landscape timbers and
uneven stepping stones were
removed. Then dirt was dug out to
about 4 inches deep and 3 feet wide
to put in expansion joints.

Concrete was poured and
leveled to provide a safer walkway
to benefit the children and whoever
else uses that route to the
playground. A grand total of 30
hours and 55 minutes of actual
physical work was required after
planning the project.

Warren has been in scouting
since Pre-K when he began as a
Tiger Cub. He completed all the
requirements to move up the ranks
to reach the level of Eagle Scout.
Warren mastered all the
requirements for Eagle in one year. 

Warren attended Southside
Estates Elementary School and
Southside Junior High. He is
currently a senior at Sandalwood
High School and works as a busboy
at the Jacksonville Landing.
Besides being active in scouting,
Warren also likes to work on “mud”
trucks when he has the time. His
ambition is to enter the military
after graduating from high school. 

Warren is the son of proud
parents, T.J. and Charlene Welk.
They attend Regency Church of
God on Southside Boulevard.

Congratulations, Warren!

STEVEN GARDNER also
earned the rank of Eagle Scout last
year. He is the son of Carolina and
Fred Gardner, parishioners at
Christ the King Church. Steven is
brother to Devin-Capri and
Quinton. He is with Troop #5 under
the guidance of Unit Leader Fred
Gardner.

Steven was a student at Christ
the King School and currently is a
senior at Bishop Snyder High
School. His Eagle project was to
add a statue of Mary and a bench to
the rose garden on the Larkin Road
side of the church. He formed a
decorative concrete base on which
a pedestal was placed to hold the
statue. The bench was placed on the
opposite side of the walkway. No
other information was available.

Congratulations, Steven!

Congratulations Eagle Scouts
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NEEDED!!
HOST FAMILIES
FOR EXCHANGE

STUDENTS
by Charm Saults

This August a group of high school exchange students will come to
the United States to bring friendship from their native country and to
learn about our country by actually living and going to school right here
in our area.   You, too, could be part of this fun and exciting adventure.
One of our parishioners, Charm Saults and her husband, John have been
hosting students for 14 years. They find it very rewarding and have made
some lifetime friendships.

These students come to America under a program called FACE which
stands for The Foundation for Academic and Cultural Exchange and is
headquartered in Gainesville, Florida. This is a non-profit designated
exchange program.

Here is an opportunity for you to open up your homes and your hearts
with an exchange student from Japan, Korea, or China. The students that
come here are fully insured and have their own spending money. Like all
students they have varied interests: music, sports, movies, cooking,
sharing their culture and language and learning about ours.

The students arrive in August and are here for the school year. If you
wish you may choose a student who has the same interests  you and your

Kids’ Page Answers
Well Read:

INTRODUCTION TO THE DEVOUT LIFE
Extra Strength Sin Remover:

CONFESSION
Who Is It?

St. Thomas Aquinas
Seven Dolors of Mary:

THE PROPHECY OF SIMEON
THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT

THE LOSS OF THE CHILD JESUS
MEETING JESUS ON THE WAY OF THE

CROSS
THE CRUCIFIXION

JESUS’ BODY STRUCK by A LANCE
& TAKEN DOWN FROM THE CROSS

THE BURIAL OF JESUS
2 Prophets:

ANNA & SIMEON
Days Gone by:

40
Easy Does It:

THROAT BLESSING

continued from page 18

family might have. The host family is not alone in this venture as support
and supervision is provided. 

You might be interested to know that you do not have to have teenage
children in your home to host an exchange student. The Foundation
welcomes single parents and retired couples. All that is necessary is a
generous heart and an open mind.

The students that come here are between 15 and 18 years of age. They
must have medical and accident insurance and are carefully screened and
interviewed. In addition, they are tested for their English skills and attend
orientations in their native country and in the United States.  

It takes time for the students that plan to come here for the fall term
to obtain their passports and see that their visas are in order. There is
much to do from their side as well as from yours; therefore, it is necessary
to declare your interest in having a student in your home before April of
this year.  

The person to speak to, if you are interested, is Charm Saults as she
and her husband are actually hosting two students at the present time. This
would be your opportunity to get a first-hand impression of how the
exchange program works. Charm’s number is 904-721-9827 or 904-377-
1299 and she would be most pleased to answer your questions and
concerns.

by Carol-Ann Black 

The Christmas Boutique is held annually a
couple of weeks before school lets out for the
holidays. Its purpose is to allow the children
of all grades to shop on their own for family
and friends at amazing low prices. All of the
merchandise is new and donated by school
parents, parishioners, and even a few business

donors. All of the items are arranged on
signed tables: for boys, girls, babies, for pets,
for moms or dads. When the shopping is
done, the youngsters can have their gifts
wrapped, so that secrecy can be maintained
until Santa has made his deliveries. Those
children who would like to have a picture
with Santa present themselves in the right
line and that is also done courtesy of the
Christmas Boutique.

Bishop Kenny

John Armon Antolin
Brandon Chin

Crystal Claxton
Maverick Claxton

Jan Edward Dela Cruz
Christina Diaz
Andrew Dinh
Parker Flye

Mallory Frye
Christine Grochmal

Kelsey Hayes
Jason Infante

Stephanie Joost

Jordan Kierce
Kyle Longenecker
Paul Longenecker
Clayton Ludwig
Michael Mayotte

Miranda McCown
Ashlea McCrone
Melissa Mitchell

James Mollenhour
Samantha Nagle

Mackenzie Nichols
Amanda Niesen

Trenton Raesemann
Grazielle Ramirez

Albert Tine, III

Timothy Vergenz
Amy Wallace
Tyler Wildes

Richard Williamson
Robert Yarborough

Dena Yazji

Bishop John Snyder

Eryn Coyle
Remy Doud

Steven Gardner
Karla Aguirre-Guzman

Taylor Hull
Sydney St. Pierre

High School Honor Rolls

CTKS Christmas Boutique
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Catholic School Week
2009 

The theme for this year’s Catholic Schools Week was “Catholic
Schools Celebrate Service”. Christ the King School started the week by
participating in the 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass. Parishioners were greeted by
the school’s helping hands banners. The banners were decorated with
service pledges from each Christ the King student. The students pledged
to bring in food for Catholic Charities and for St. Vincent de Paul. They
also participated in a penny war challenge to raise money for local
charities. Other activities included a visit from the Bishop Kenny Band,
square dancing, a visit to St. Michael’s Jr. High, an ethnic snack, a tour of
St. Vincent de Paul pantry, a visit to Resurrection School, and a living
rosary. We ended Catholic Schools Week as we began it, celebrating Mass
together!

by Carol-Ann Black
photos by Kevin Wolf and Darlene O’Neal 

The judges of the science fair today definitely had a major task before
them.  Each of the students in grades 6,7,and 8 had posed a question that
was of interest to them individually; created a hypothesis; did an
experiment or demonstration that would (or would not) prove the
hypothesis; and presented the results in the form of  a science project.

The displays demonstrated plant growth or non-growth due to a
variety of factors—light, sound, type of fertilizer. (Would you believe that
a whole fish planted with the corn yielded the most robust plant?) Several
projects worked with home remedies for cleaning copper or stained
fabric. There was lots of interest in the effects of music on our own health,
on animals, on plant growth. How about which type of bread tended to
mold first—whole wheat, white, etc? And do crickets chirp more in the
cold or in the warm? The topics were as varied as the children themselves,
but the presentations followed a similar pattern so they were easy to
understand and enjoy.  

Various parishioners acted as judges according to their expertise.
CKCCW provided some refreshments for the student scientists just to
relieve some of the tension and tedium of having to sit around with their
projects while the judging went on. And the children in the lower grades
got to visit the Science Fair after 11:00 o’clock.

The winners of various categories were announced in the afternoon as
were the names of those chosen to participate in the District Science Fair
to be held at UNF on February 16. Following is a list of those who placed
in the competition. 

Those names preceded by the * will participate in the District Science
Fair at UNF, where approximately 350 Duval County middle and high
school students will compete.

There were several students given separate awards for excellence and
their names were Patrick O’Neal, Timothy Daniels, Josh Urbizu, Lauren
Reynolds and Danny Sanford. 

Patrick O’Neal, Timothy Daniels and Joseph Kersh will participate in
a national science fair sponsored by Discovery Channel, National Science
Teachers Association and Siemens. The purpose of this competition is to
relate their projects to greening up the environment. 
Congratulations to all the students who created the science projects and to
their teacher, Suzette Gagnon, who worked so creatively with them.  

Science Fair ‘09 

Grade 8
First place shared by *Peter House
and *Joseph Kersch
Second place, *Josh Urbizu
Third Place, *Tony Crocco
Honorable mentions
Mallorie Lesher
Maddie Vestal
Katie Tackett.

Grade 7
First place, Ethan Yates
Second place, *Jonathan Rhodes
Third place, *Alexandra Richer
Honorable mention
Leann Snow
*Katie Smith
William Morgan
Rhett Butler
Brandon Parker

Grade 6
First place - *Megan Schroder
Second place - *Michael Urbizu
Third place - *Rachael House
Honorable mention - 
*Matt Lynch
David Longenecker
Joseph Durkin
Jeff Delacruz

Danny Sanford
Camille Rodriguez
*Rachael Lesher
John Ashley
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It is that time of year again... Spring Retreat time! We are so excited
about this upcoming retreat, and we are inviting our 8th graders to
come along with us. The weekend will be full of great talks, lots of
food, fun, music, Adoration, Mass, and even a few surprises! It is not a
weekend that you are going to want to miss. Registration forms can be
found online at www.ctkcatholic.com and they will be going home to
all of our 8th graders in Religious Education and in the school.

Who: All 8th-12th graders
When: March 27-29 
Where: Camp Immokalee 
How Much: $90 and scholarships are available. 
For more information, contact Katie Szarkowski in the Youth
Office at 425-4215 or lifeteen@ctkcatholic.com

What’s Up for the Rest of the
Year in LIFE TEEN

by Katie Szarkowski

This semester, LIFE TEEN is focusing on the importance of
Scripture in our everyday lives. As Catholics, many of us not only don’t
know the stories in the Bible, but we have no idea where to find them!
LIFE TEEN will be teaching teens how to read the Bible, where the
Bible came from, and we will be doing an overview of just about all the
books of the Bible. We are looking forward to all the amazing things God
wants to say to us this semester through his Sacred Scriptures

March 1- Parent Orientation- Send your teen to Life Night and get to
know what our LIFE TEEN Program is all about. Life Night- Crazy,
fun, and exciting ... show up and see what it’s all about!
March 8- Piece it Together: An Overview of the Old Testament 
March 15- eXaLT: Adoration, Praise and Worship, and
Reconciliation 
March 22- The Mystery Revealed 
March 29- Welcome back from Retreat! Dinner at Trey’s after Mass 
April 5- Chris Tomlin Concert 
April 19- eXaLT: Adoration, Praise and Worship, and Reconciliation 
April 26- I AM: The Gospel of John 
May 3- Can I get a Witness? Acts of the Apostles and the Epistles 
May 17- eXaLT: Adoration, Praise and Worship, and Reconciliation 
May 24- Senior Dinner

by Miranda McCowan, 9th grade Bishop Kenny

Matt Maher was an amazing and awe inspiring experience that truly
touched me. I could truly feel the Holy Spirit in the gym that night. Matt
Maher gave an amazing performance. He really got everyone into the
praise and worship. Everybody in the room was singing, holding their
hands up, and some people were crying from how emotional it was. The
concert really allowed people to praise God without worrying about any-
body around them; it was just you and what you had to say to God. There
was no looking around to make sure no one noticed you had your hands
out or worrying about singing too loud, and someone hearing. I really
love this adoration of God and hope that Christ the King can do it again
soon. I’m so glad I was able to experience this amazing occurrence, my
friends and I even tried to follow him to his next stop in Jensen Beach,
Florida, but we ran into traveling problems. The Matt Maher Concert was
a truly marvelous occasion.

The Top 10 Reasons to get 
Your Teen Involved! 

submitted by Katie Szarkowski

People seem to have looked at youth ministry as “glorified babysit-
ting” or a stepping stone to “Real” ministry. When people ask, “Why
youth ministry?” I answer, “Why not?” Here is a list of top ten reasons
to consider supporting youth ministry at Christ the King.

l. Not only are youth the church of the future but they are the Church
today. It helps to train, equip, and teach them in righteousness while
helping them know God’s Word (2 Timothy 3:16,17).

2. Youth ministry helps students to “Go….” More than ever, young
people are willing to be stretched, used and challenged to step out of
their comfort zones. Mission trips and service projects are very impor-
tant to help teens “Go ye into all the world…” (Matt. 28: 19, 20).

3. Youth ministry is now seen as a need or a “must-have” within the
church. It helps young people lead balanced lives from the mental,
social, physical, and spiritual aspects, and it clarifies the expectations
of them.

4. It makes disciples (Matt. 28:19, 20). Teens that have a positive youth
ministry experience are more likely to stay Catholic through college
and adulthood.

5. It teaches (Matt. 28:19, 20). We teach the truths of God’s unending
love and the rich tradition of the Catholic Church.

6. It helps simplify the gospel. Where else can you teach the basics of
the faith with games, food and fun?

7. It teaches unity (John 17). Youth ministry must and does function with
the rest of the body of Christ. It works with parents, relatives and the
family of God (1 Cor. 12).

8. It builds community. Where else can you love God and love kids? Be
silly; know that God is there. I know Jesus spending a lot of time with
His disciples was one of the basics of forming community (Mark
12:28-34).

9. It is relational. I know a young lady who has been teaching religious
education for 67 years. Why? Her educational style has changed but
her relationships with those she teaches has not. She loves her Lord,
and loves the youth she teaches. 

10. It is life-changing. The impact, the purpose, the philosophy, support
of families, and crossing the generations makes it all worth it.

The Awesomeness of Matt Maher
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Christ the King
Child Care Center

Ground Breaking!

The Shrine of the Holy Innocents
by Ellin Iselin

At first glance at the brochure
[The Shrine of the Holy Innocents],
evidence of the severe weather is

barely visible. But upon closer
observation, the tropical storm is
very much present. The brochure
depicts groundbreaking for The
Shrine of the Holy Innocents on a
day Monsignor Simon Peter G.
Ignacio said he believed no one
would show up. He remembers the
day clearly. It was December 28,

2005, the Feast of the Holy
Innocents. “There was a
hurricane,” Monsignor Ignacio
explained. “It had been raining
since 4 a.m., and groundbreaking
was in the afternoon.” The rain and
wind were so strong that the poor
conditions even registered on the
photos from the ceremony. “I
thought it was a sign from God,”
Monsignor said of the storm. 

“If we build it, they will
come…to celebrate life!”

And come they did. Despite the
tempest on December 28, 2005,
nearly 200 people came to the
celebration for The Shrine of the
Holy Innocents by Monsignor
Ignacio’s estimates. 

The shrine is located in Virac,
Catanduanes, Philippines, and
according to the three–point
mission statement,“will be a sacred
place  where  people can celebrate
and offer  thanksgiving for their

lives with God and with their
neighbors in a  church distinctly
dedicated to the Gospel and
Culture of Life.

“The shrine will be a hallowed
place where people can come to
pray for those who are
contemplating abortion and make
reparations for sins against the gift
of life, specifically, for the millions
of abortions perpetrated every day
in the whole world. 

“This shrine will be a center for
spirituality and evangelization, a
place where people in search of
God and of meaning for their
existence can find a quiet place for
prayer and guidance, thus
deepening their appreciation for the
sanctity of and respect for life
itself.”

Monsignor Ignacio, who was
born in Virac, inherited land from
his parents, Clemente Sy Ignacio
and Concepcion Arcilla Gianan.

Monsignor Ignacio said when he
went back to his hometown in
December, 2004, he decided to use
the land to build the shrine. “This is
not big enough to be divided
among my 54 nephews and
nieces,” Monsignor remembered. 

Yet, with the help of one of his
nephews, Victor Rey Escueta
Ignacio and friend Manuel V.
Mapa, the architecture and
structure of the five-phrase project
is coming together. Donations are
needed, though, to make the plan a
reality.  Monsignor Ignacio said he
would then like to return to Virac
and oversee the ministry of the
Shrine of the Holy Innocents.

“My idea is to go back before I
die and give back to the island that
made me who I am.”

For more information about
The Shrine of the Holy Innocents,
please visit

http://www.shrinetolife.org




