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C O U R I E RC O U R I E R

This year the Christ the King community has much to celebrate. Our school has
been recognized by the U.S. Department of Education as a “high performing”
school. We are one of only seven in the entire state of Florida, one of only fifty
private schools across the nation, and the only school in the city of Jacksonville to
earn this honor. This Blue Ribbon Award highlights the commitment of our students,
teachers, and parents to achieve academic excellence. Our school community
honored teachers, both past and present, with a Mass on October 15. Bishop
Galeone, Father Thanh, and retired pastor Monsignor Danaher were concelebrants. Staff and faculty members were called to
the altar, congratulated, and given a blessed, silver cross in recognition of their service. With thirty-five years of service to
Christ the King, Mr. and Mrs. Do received a standing ovation. 

Following Mass, the school proceeded to Sheppard Square where Mrs. Chinault unveiled the Christ the King Count-Down
Clock. Each day a Student Council member will count down the days until Mrs. Chinault returns from Washington, D.C. with
the national emblem of our country and the Blue Ribbon flag – both symbols of a school’s membership in this prestigious
category. Councilman Clay Yarborough congratulated our students on behalf of the Jacksonville City Council. Our special day
culminated with the students enjoying music and blue cupcakes provided by the Family and School Association while wearing
their blue ribbons provided by our chapter of the Council of Catholic Women.

When God blesses us with such a great honor it is our
responsibility to say thank you by demonstrating our
love for Him. To achieve this, our school continues its
dedication to community service but with a ‘blue’ twist.
For example, each homeroom will prepare a “Blue
Christmas Basket” containing a Christmas dinner with
all the trimmings. The baskets will be distributed
through St. Vincent de Paul. Also, look for the upcoming
“Simple Supper” during Lent. Students will make
ornamental soup bowls and accept donations to benefit
the St. Vincent de Paul Society. Donors will enjoy a soup
dinner following a Saturday Vigil Mass. 

A Blue Ribbon School Celebrates
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Christ the King Christmas Penance Service
Monday, December 13 at 7:00 p.m.

What better way to prepare for the birth of our Lord?

During these last few months I have thanked God numerous times for the eyes to see God’s
abundant grace in the cheerful acts of human generosity from the people within this parish. I am
reminded over and over again of Teresa of Avila who said “Christ has no body on earth but ours, no
hands but ours; no feet but ours. Ours are the eyes through which the compassion of Christ looks out
upon the world… ours are the hands with which he blesses his people.”

Through the hands of St. Vincent dePaul volunteers and you, the people of this parish, our food
drive was a great success. The gathering area (which reminded me of Christmas) housed over 500
bags of food on September 26. The joy of their labor and the giving of their treasure shone on the
faces of more than 50 people who sorted and carried these bags to the pantry.  Thank you, everyone,
for helping to feed the poor.

And thank you to all who lent a hand last October to make the Rosary procession a wonderful
sight. Many people put their hands together in prayer, as they processed from the Grotto to the
Church for the unborn children of the world and to all those in need of prayer.

My sincerest gratitude also goes to all who committed or recommitted to share their time, talents
and treasure again this year by participating in our stewardship drive last month. Your dedication to
this parish means more than just keeping a building or a school running. Commitment is so important
to keep a parish vibrant and alive. It binds us together in a community of compassion, hope and love.
Without your helping hands we would not be able to do the work that God has asked of us. With your
support we are able to help others to know God’s mercy and love. Through our hands some that have
turned away from Him may see Him in a different light.

As many of you know, Christ the King School has received the Blue Ribbon Award. Only the top
.3% of schools has earned this prestigious award for academic excellence.  This year in the United
States of America, 304 were chosen. In the state of Florida there were seven and our school was the
only one chosen in Duval County.  This was a communal effort of pastor, principal, students, parents,
people of CTK and especially our teachers. It is an effort of  which we can all be proud.

That being said we owe our teachers (past and present) a great debt of gratitude. Every day in the
classroom, they work hard with competency and compassion, re-weaving the tattered fabric of society on which we all depend. Without them there
would be no education as we know it. We need teachers who care about what they teach and have faith in its importance; teachers who can connect
with our children and help them to learn and grow. Keeping that faith over time hasn’t always been easy. We at Christ the King School are so blessed
to have many teachers who have dedicated many years in Catholic education. This award exemplifies their dedication.

I recently read a story that explains just how important the little things we do can affect others.

It is called “The Hand” (author unknown).
“A Thanksgiving Day editorial in the newspaper told of a school teacher who asked her first graders to draw a picture of something they

were thankful for. She thought of how little these children from poor neighborhoods actually had to be thankful for. But she knew that most
of them would draw pictures of turkeys on tables with food. The teacher was taken aback with the picture Douglas handed in…a simple
childishly drawn hand.

But whose hand? This class was captivated by the abstract image. “I think it must be the hand of God that brings us food,” said one child.
“A farmer,” said another, “because he grows the turkeys.” Finally when the others were back at work the teacher bent over Douglas’s desk
and asked whose hand it was. “It’s your hand, teacher,” he mumbled.

She recalled that frequently at recess she had taken Douglas, a scrubby forlorn child, by the hand. She often did that with the children.
But it meant so much to Douglas. Perhaps this was everyone’s Thanksgiving, not for the material things given to us but for the chance, in
whatever small way, to give to others.”

Whether it is a teacher giving a helping hand to a student or the St. Vincent dePaul hands feeding the poor, their work helps Christ to bless his
people. Your helping hands when you pray for the sick and the needy and your donations of time, talent and treasure are also wonderful ways to help
Christ serve his people. I pray that we are always eager to be the hands of Christ and that God continues to bless us all.

The mission of  Christ the King Courier is to provide our Christ The King Family with information and news regarding our faith and
parish ministries. The goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the ministries of our parish in the hope
that people can use this information to bring you closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two of
many of God's gifts, and through Christ the King Courier parishioners can share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King
Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message
of the Gospel of Christ the King.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as
exemplifying the content and character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility,
gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.  The Lord has
forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in
your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to
refuse articles, poetry, advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials
submitted for publication.
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Letters

Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier
certain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization regarding God, the
Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct
quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,
if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not
capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

Dear Fr. Thanh,

Greetings of peace! In addition to our gratitude to you personally for
co-presiding at the funeral of Richard Cashen, I wanted to thank you for
all of the ministries provided by your parish, Christ the King.

Jacque was most helpful to me and Richard’s brothers in coordinating
the logistics for the funeral. Tina Harrell directed our community
musicians in a beautiful ensemble of worshipful sound and song. The
sacristans and altar servers were helpful and hospitable. And we are
especially thankful to Patrice Pruitt and the Ministry of Hope. They
worked very hard and very long at hosting a delicious and celebratory
luncheon after the funeral. They were accommodating to host it at the
Blanchart Community Center, so that it could be here at our community.
They were gracious and generous, and this took a great deal of stress and
planning out of the hands of Richard’s immediate family and the L’Arche
community. This is a very important and comforting ministry provided by
your parish.

I know you must be very proud of the parishioners and ministers of
Christ the King, as they are certainly beacons of Christ’s abundant and
healing love.

The loss of Richard is felt deeply here. He was a core member in our
community for 23 years and he touched the lives of hundreds of
individuals. We will miss the “gentle giant” of Harbor House. As you
experienced, Richard was known for his wit, great love of reading,
knowledge of history, and uncanny ability to remember  your name, as
well as the funny nicknames he would create for each person he met.
Richard had recently celebrated his 64th birthday. We are grateful for all
that he taught us about humor, love and life. We are grateful for his life
and this gives us solace in our sorrow.

With heartfelt gratitude, 
Amy Finn-Schultz
Community leader/ Executive Director
L’Arche Harbor House

Prayer for Vocations
Lord Jesus,

we ask you to send more servants
to your people.

Choose from our parishes,
from our homes,

from our schools and colleges,
an abundant harvest of apostles

for your Kingdom:
priests, sisters, brothers, deacons,

and lay ministers.
We pray that those you call may

never lose awareness
of the dignity and need of their vocation.

O Virgin Mary,
Mother of the Church,

teach all those the Master calls
to say a joyful “yes”

as you did at the Annunciation.
Amen.

EPS - EMERGENCY PREGNANCY
SERVICES

BABIES SAVED since January 2010 — Total 92

by Carol-Ann Black

November always has an
abundance of activity—-the usual
stuff necessary for our plans for the
upcoming holiday season.  But this
year has an abundance of EXTRA-
ordinary events to notice. Things that
happen only once or once in a great
while. Starting with the Blue Ribbon
designation won by our parish school.
Congratulations is a rather puny word
to express our joy and pride in this
remarkable achievement, but it will
indeed have to do for now. There are
several articles spread around the
Courier to inform you of all the
activities centered on becoming a Blue
Ribbon school, including the honor
rolls from Bishop Kenny and Bishop
Snyder High Schools. These teens
didn’t just get smart, they started with
a firm academic foundation supplied
by Christ the King School. 

On November 19, the First Annual
Christ the King Choral Concert will be
held to celebrate the feast of Christ the
King and the feast day of St. Cecilia,
patron saint of music. It will also
provide additional opportunity to
celebrate the Blue Ribbon
achievement. Finally, it will benefit
the Christ the King School
Endowment Fund, whose purpose is
to help provide additional financial
foundation for our school. Courier
will provide informative articles on
the subject of the Endowment Fund in
future issues.

Yet another remarkable event was
the Country Store held in October. The
sale brought in over $6,000.00, which
will be used to renovate the
playground and other facilities at the
school.

Every year November 11 appears
on our calendars. It is the date set
aside to remind us of the sacrifices
made by so many in our military
forces over the years—-sacrifices that
have kept us safe and free. This year to
mark Veteran’s Day Courier features
an article by and about our
parishioner, Vernon Duncan. This was
a team effort on his and Emma’s part.
He dictated and Emma wrote. Vern
speaks of his commitment to his
military unit—-the 96th Deadeyes—-
and what it has meant to him and his
family over the many years since

WWII. What I find most touching is
that Vern does not speak of “I” or
“me,” but of “us” and “we” —- the
achievements of the Deadeyes as a
unit. 

It is not necessary to remind you
that November is Stewardship Month.
This year Father Thanh has taken the
prayer of St. Theresa of Avila as
inspiration for our stewardship
commitments. Our hands are indeed
the hands of Christ in this world and
the dedicated hands on display in the
gathering area are but symbols of our
intentions to love and help the poor in
our midst. Be sure to read the prayer
on page five.

Final items for you to watch for
are the ads for the many Christmas-
oriented events of parish life—-the
Naming Ritual, Advent Trees,
Epiphany dinner, CKCCW bake sale
and raffle of a Dell laptop.  You will
not be at a loss for something to do at
Christ the King Church.

Editor’s Corner

Child Care Center
becomes a

Guiding Star
Christ the King Child Care

was recently named one of the
Guiding Stars of Duval by the
Early Learning Coalition of Duval
County. The five-star rating given
to CTK Child Care is the highest
rating offered and shows that the
center offered a higher quality of
care and learning than required by
the state. 

Job well done, Child Care
Center. Congratulations.



by Nick Winiewicz

On Saturday, September 18, the Why Catholic? community was
invited to a parish retreat and day of reflection. For the approximately 100
who attended, it was a truly rewarding experience. The retreat opened
with a discussion by Bert Harrell on how we experience God and it was
eye-opening to see how important it is to let God work through us and not
the other way around. Tina Harrell provided inspirational music to allow
us to ponder the thoughts presented.

Following the discussion, we broke into small groups to talk about
how the first sessions have affected our faith lives and relationship with
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and how we could further that
relationship in these next sessions. The groups were then asked to share
their experiences. It never ceases to amaze me how God provides so many
blessings to so many people in so many different ways. We learned that
our groups include young and old, political refugees, cradle Catholics and
converts to the faith. Here are some of the comments from the sessions:

I was praying for a deeper faith life, realizing that the saints did not
have it easy.

I want to learn more about the Catholic Faith.
I was seeking to fill the empty spaces in my life.
I was looking for peace and solitude.

Al-Anon recommends confessing to someone as part of the healing
process and here we have the sacrament of reconciliation right in our
Church.

I cannot believe how beautiful the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist
truly is.

I want to be closer to Jesus and love Him more.
Doctrine does matter.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church can be a difficult read, but is

presented in an easy to understand way in the Why Catholic? materials.
Understanding what we believe helps us to develop a stronger
relationship with Jesus Christ who promised that this is His church built
upon the rock. Even the gates of hell cannot prevail against it.

After lunch, Bert discussed the relationship between Sacred Scripture
and Sacred Tradition and how important both are to our faith lives.
Tradition existed before the Scriptures were written and both are inspired
by the Holy Spirit.

The day ended with a beautiful benediction of the Blessed Sacrament
led by Father Thanh.

For those who were unable to attend, you missed a wonderful
experience. Bert prepared a brief synopsis of his discussions below. For
those who have not joined yet, please pray for us and consider becoming
part of this renewal. You will find it very rewarding. And for those
participating in the fall sessions, “Welcome back.”

Experiencing God: What it is and what it is not as we look at the
Catholic witness in a culture of confusion. Basically I want to identify
and briefly define two errors that have permeated our American culture:
sentimentality and legalism. These two errors undermine the Catholic
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Ninth Annual International Celebration
January 2, 2011

Prepare and share your favorite ethnic dish.
From French to Indian
Hungarian to Haitian

We need all nationalities’ cuisines.

foundation of how we authentically experience God. Sentimentality wants
to “feel” something, and as such everything is measured in terms of
whether or not a certain pious feeling arises. Thus anything, ranging from
musical styles to various postures one might assume in worship, all boils
down to feelings for the sake of feelings, and this is totally subjective and
is actually a form of relativism. Legalism manifests itself as extreme
“correctness” of one form or
another and can be the tool of
liberal and conservative alike;
legalism always asserts that if we
can just “get it right” we can be
assured of status with God; this is
the Pharisaism that Jesus confronts
in the Gospels. Ironically, these
seemingly opposite things are
really the same in that both rely on
a subjective grasping at something,
be it the emotionalism of
sentimentality or the sense of being
in control with legalism. The
Catholic Faith is really neither of
these things, and in fact calls us to
something quite different. The
Catholic Faith asserts that our
encounter with God begins with
His self-revelation, something
objective, a fact totally outside our feelings or control. Our response,
therefore, is based on what God has revealed, and while this may involve
very powerful feelings and include commandments and prescribed
instructions for doctrine, worship and morals, it always begins and ends
with the objective reality of God’s actions in disclosing himself to us.
Hence a Catholic seeks neither emotions for emotion’s sake
(sentimentalism) nor a set of hoops through which to jump in a certain
order (legalism), but rather the true encounter with the living God who
calls us to Himself in a relationship. Pope Benedict’s writings,
particularly his book Truth and Tolerance, make this very clear. Catholics
do indeed feel their faith and they do indeed have absolute truths in which
to believe and absolute duties in worship and morals, but these serve as
the foundation and formation for our union with the One True God. It is
never about feelings and rules; it is about The Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit reaching out to us in love. It is, in the final analysis, about
“Deus Caritas Est” (Pope Benedict’s first Encyclical).

2) The Relationship between Scripture and Tradition. These are
really not two things, but one thing, and it is more complex and wonderful
than merely “two sides of a coin.” The operational idea of this talk is this:
Holy Tradition is a river, and the deep channel in the middle is Holy
Scripture. It is impossible to speak of Scripture apart from Tradition, and
it is impossible to speak of Tradition apart from Scripture. The same Holy

Spirit who conceived Jesus Christ in Mary’s womb guided the early
Church from which the biblical documents arose; the same Holy Spirit
who inspired the biblical writers guided ancient Israel prior to Christ and
the Church after Christ to canonize the list of authoritative books; the
same Holy Spirit who guided the Church has been guiding those who
study, preach and teach the Faith from age to age, each age receiving
what preceded it and by the Holy Spirit’s light growing deeper with the
passage of time; the same Holy Spirit who has guided the Church through
the ages is fully present and operating right now so that we may read,
receive and understand that which has come to us through the ages. Thus
Holy Tradition is the active and ongoing presence of the Holy Spirit to
make Jesus Christ known and adored and truly present in the Sacraments
and Magisterium of the Catholic Church. The implications of this are
staggering, and the underlying principle of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church is that there is a True Faith that was given by Jesus
Christ to the Apostles and has been faithfully transmitted in a dynamic
way to the whole Church through the Magisterium; and every Catholic
believer can and should learn to drink deeply of this great love of God
that flows to us and unites us to the Church in all times and places. This
means learning to love and be fed by the Bible (See Pope Benedict XVI
Encyclical “Spiritus Paraclitus” (1920) which speaks of Scripture this
way in a beautiful and extensive teaching on St. Jerome.

Why Catholic? Retreat
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Jesus  Has  No  Hands
by Katie Knowsit 

It’s been awhile since Katie has felt a need to say anything to the won-
derful people of Christ the King parish. What could be so important to
bring Katie out of hibernation? Well, it’s the “Jesus Has No Hands But
Yours” project for Stewardship month which normally falls in November.  

Katie gets around and, from what she heard, there were many folks at
our parish who were not exactly clear on what was expected from them
regarding their individual hand.    

First and foremost, our pastor Father Thanh wants everybody to be
involved——moms, dads, grandmothers, grandfathers, kids, retired peo-
ple and working people——-that means you and me! It’s our way at our
parish to reach out of ourselves and do something for others. 

What do I put on my hand? Do I have to sign my name? In reply to
the first question here are some suggestions. On the fingers you might
write such things as Adoration, Helping the Poor, Rosary, Personal
Prayers for Someone, Usher, Reaching Out to Inactive Catholic, Altar
Society, Daily Mass, Eucharistic Minister, etc. We have over 40 ministries
here at Christ the King. It can be personal acts or part of the ministerial
acts. The thought behind this is that we are here to be of service to those
around us. 

Do you have to sign your name? Of course not, if you do not want to.
This is between you and the Lord. Your spiritual growth is your own busi-
ness but this particular project gives all of us an opportunity to really
expand our spiritual horizons. 

Are you up to the challenge? Is there any doubt? You are the wonder-
ful people of Christ the King and that alone answers the question. You can
be sure of that and Katie Knowsit!

“Christ has no body now on earth but yours,
no hands but yours,

no feet but yours, 
Yours are the eyes through which to look out 

Christ’s compassion to the world 
Yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good; 

Yours are the hands with which he is to bless men now.” 
— St. Teresa of Avila
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From over the
Counter at CTK

Here is an interesting tidbit…
If you are not properly registered at
the church office in the church data
base, you are not recorded as an
active participating member of
Christ the King. 

A conversation:

“Yes, but I have been going to
Christ the King for ten years, I sit
in the fifteenth row Larkin Road
side every Sunday at 9:00 am
Mass, I tithe, and I have never
signed a registration form. You are
telling me that this is not my
church, and I do not qualify as a
Catholic in good standing in order
to be a godparent?” 

“Well yes, in a way that is what
I am saying. If you do not put your
weekly donation into an envelope
that you would receive in the mail
as a registered parishioner, we have
no way of knowing if you go to
church. Our obligation to the child
you want to be a godparent for is to
verify that you are a “Catholic in
Good Standing.” Meaning, you go
to church.  You are agreeing to help
the parents of this child in their
duty as Christian parents.  The
same applies to being a sponsor for
confirmation.”

“So after all these years you are
telling me I cannot be a
godparent?” “No, you may be a
sponsor, but you will need to
register as a church member, and
make an appointment to talk with
Father.”

This is the same conversation
we have with people who want to
be sponsors for a child at other
churches. People call and would
like a “Certificate of Eligibility”
sent to another parish church and lo
and behold we find they are not
registered. We do not know if they
are in “good standing.”

There are no negative aspects
to registration. The positive aspects
are many. Of course, one is the
sponsorship eligibility as I have
discussed. Registered parishioners
get a tax statement for verification
of your church donations to file
with your income taxes. You will
meet other new members at a
social function Father Thanh
invites you to attend at his home in
the Rectory. When you put your
weekly donation into the envelope
and deposit it into the basket each
Sunday you have a feeling of
belonging. It’s more than just
putting your money into the basket.
Your name is on the envelope with
your assigned parish number. This
means ownership. Ownership in
our wonderful church, along with
other owners united to worship our
Lord. We all unite to build our
church. How could it get any
better? I call this a one hundred
percent return on your registration. 

A view from over the
counter………

Priestly Hope
by Frank Becht

There has been great concern
amongst Catholics over the lack of
priests for several years.
Throughout the United States there
has been a tremendous decline in
the number of priests since Vatican
II. Many of our current priests are
foreign born coming from India,
Korea, Vietnam, Nigeria, Spain
and Poland.

In the November 2009 issue of
the Courier I wrote an article
“America- Mission Country?” as a
result of an article in the Times-
Union written about Father Andy
Blaszkowski, a former resident of
Poland who was ordained for the
Diocese of St Augustine. We all
remember Father Andy who served
a pastoral year at Christ the King
and is currently administrator of St.
Luke’s Parish at Middleburg. The
article highlighted the fact that
many of our priests are foreign
born and as a result, it appears that
America was becoming a mission
country once again. Father Andy’s
brother, Father Remek
Blaszkowski, is Parochial Vicar at
Blessed Trinity Parish and serves
as Diocesan Vocations Director.
They were both born and raised in
Poland. 

In 1965, at the time of the
Vatican II, there was a total 58,632
priests in the United States and in

2009 only 40, 666. This includes
diocesan and religious. This
represents a 31 percent decrease
from 1965.  Likewise, the number
of seminarians decreased
correspondingly during this period
from 8,159 theologates, 13,401
colleges and 15,823 high schools
as compared to 3483, theologates,
1443 colleges and 510 high schools
currently. This represents slightly
over a 40 percent decrease
since1965.

To complicate matters, the
Catholic population in the United
States has grown from 45.6 million
in 1965 to 65.2 million in 2009.
During this period, there has been a
drop of approximately one million
in elementary school students and a
drop in secondary schools of
roughly 400,000. Sadly, there has

been a corresponding serious drop
in religious sisters in 1965 from
179,954 to 59,601 in 2009 in the
United States.

Again in 1965, there were 994
priestly ordinations. In 2009, there
were 472. “We’re only ordaining
about a third as many as we need to
keep up with the numbers that are
retiring or dying” said Mary
Gautier, senior researcher of
Georgetown’s Center for Applied
Research in Apostolate. The
number of parishes without a priest
still increases annually to the
current level of 3400. 

In the last few years there is
every indication of an increase in
vocations and priests being
ordained. The number of
theologate seminarians increased
in 2009-2010 to 3483 nationwide
by 126 (4 percent) over the prior
year. The college seminary
enrollment of 1384 represents a
four percent increase over last year.
High school seminary programs
remained steady at 510
seminarians in seven high school
seminary programs (this is much
different from the 1940’s and 50’s
when high school programs were
the norm.)

In the early 1970’s, the
permanent diaconate program
started and currently exists in 47
states. There are currently 16,380
permanent deacons in the U.S. who

have helped soften the effects
of the priest shortage. 

In December 2009, there
was an article written by Peter
Smith, staff writer for the
Courier Journal of Louisville,
Kentucky, “POTENTIAL
PRIEST POOL FILLING
UP.” The article goes on to
describe the lack of local
priests over the past several
years and recent increase in
seminarian growth at St.
Meinrad Seminary, the major
source of priests for the
Archdiocese of Louisville,
Kentucky. It has been stated
that St. Meinrad has its

highest enrollment in two decades
and is straining to find adequate
classroom and living space for its
students. St Meinrad is tied for
sixth-largest Catholic seminary in
the United States and began the
year with 121 students, the highest
since 1988. 

Other seminaries in the United
States with sizeable increases in
enrollment include Immaculate
Conception Seminary, NJ;
Mundelein Seminary, IL; Mount St
Mary’s Seminary, MD; and St.
John Vianney Theological
Seminary, CO. Pontifical North
American College in Rome has the
largest enrollment worldwide.

The Diocese of St Augustine
has likewise had an increase in
seminarians seeking the
priesthood. In the prior two years
the Diocese had five seminarians.

For the year of 2009-2010, there
were eleven seminarians including
Father Sal di Fasio who was
ordained in May 2010 at St.
Augustine by Bishop Victor
Galeone. Father Sal has been
assigned to Christ the King as
Parochial Vicar to replace Father
Zehler who has been assigned to
Our Lady Star of the Sea, Ponte
Vedra.

When times are good, we often
take the easy road. Times offering
great opportunity to the young
make them inclined to take the
easy road to success, thus avoiding
that call with greater challenges. In
times when opportunity is less
visible, we may be more inclined to
follow the call God has made. In
my own case, I feel this to be so. I
probably did not have a vocation
but I was so unhappy with my
miserable life on the farm in the
“Great Depression” that I sought a
life which offered greater
opportunity and reward, so I
entered the seminary for the
priesthood. It was only with time
that I realized this was not to be my
calling. This has happened in other

countries such as Ireland (once
providing priests to every country
in the world) where vocations have
now dried up. Was this because of
greater opportunity in industry and
business???

Let’s hope the perceived
change taking place is one
resulting from our family life
recognizing the dangers of the
cultures of death foisted upon us
from the excesses of wanting and
having too much. Maybe once
again parents will realize that they
must work together, play together,
eat together and pray together for a
good family life.

Maybe parents are asking their
children to consider religious
vocations once again. It’s been said
on numerous occasions when
asked why a young man or woman
had not considered the religious
life, they stated they’d never been
encouraged. Vocations are
everybody’s business. If you know
someone whom you think would
make a good priest, brother or nun,
talk to them about it and encourage
them to consider it.
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It’s Coming! It’s Coming! It’s Coming!
by Mickey Kenny

It’s coming! What’s coming?
The Vatican has approved the final
text of the Roman Missal, Third
Edition, for the Dioceses of the
United States of America and the
changes in the celebration of the
Mass will take effect the First
Sunday of Advent, November
2011. As practicing Catholics we
are obliged to take the time from
November 2010, until November
2011, to learn as much as we can
about these changes and all the
“whats” and “whys” that are
inevitable.

In the early 70’s I remember
reading a book set in a changing
Jewish neighborhood in New York.
I surely wish I could remember the
title to share it with you, but the
most memorable part for me was
this doctor kept repeating over and
over through all the situations in his
evolving neighborhood practice
either, “Everything’s changing but
nothing is different ... “ or
“Everything’s different but nothing
is changing ...” We must remember
the sense of this as we try to learn
about the “new” liturgy and our
part in it. Please use the website
developed for us which is over-
whelming in its completeness!
http:/ /www.usccb.org/roman-
missal/ is the place to go! In the
meantime one note for all materials
used in this article is: If you repro-
duce any of the materials as they
are, you include the citation:
“2002, United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops. If you have
altered the materials, please include
the citation: Based upon Roman
Missal Formational Materials pro-
vided by the Secretariat for the
Liturgy of the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops,
“2002.

When you use this website to
learn about the changes there is an
opening section which gives
answers to the most often asked
questions: ...Why the need? ...Who
completed the work? The last ques-
tion asks what will happen after...

From this response in part is ...

The long-term goal of the new
translation is to foster a deeper
awareness and appreciation of
the mysteries being celebrated
in the Liturgy. The axiom lex
orandi, lex credendi—”what
we pray is what we believe”
suggests that there is a direct
relationship between the con-
tent of our prayers and the sub-
stance of our faith. It is hoped
that writers will start to provide
materials reflecting on the rich
content of the text.

Msgr. James P. Moroney,
Executive Director USCCB
Secretariat for the Liturgy, wrote in

the closing paragraph of his
Foreword to this edition.

This revised Institutio
Generalis possesses a unique
role among all the documents
on the liturgy. Like its preced-
ing editions, it has been pub-
lished in order to give life to a
dream. It was the dream of
reformers such as St.
Hippolytus, St. Gregory, and St.
Leo. It was the dream of Pope
Paul VI and clearly remains the
vision of Pope John Paul II,
who calls us to “an ever deeper
grasp of the liturgy of the
Church, celebrated according to
the current books and lived
above all as a reality in the spir-
itual order” (Vicesimus Quintus
Annus, 1988, no. 14). Likewise,
this dream is shared by the
Bishops’ Committee on the
Liturgy and the United States
Conference of Catholic
Bishops that it serves. Finally, it
is the vision of the Church
itself: the dream of God’s peo-
ple joined to Christ in Baptism
and made “ever more holy by
conscious, active, and fruitful
participation in the mystery of
the Eucharist” (General
Instruction of the Roman
Missal, no. 5).

In response to the question con-
cerning what is particularly differ-
ent you will find in part

The unique style of the Roman
Rite should be maintained in
translation. ... The texts of the
revised translation of the
Roman Missal are marked by a
heightened style of English
speech and a grammatical
structure that closely follows
the Latin text. In addition,
many biblical and poetic
images, such as “Lord, I am not
worthy that you should enter
under my roof…” (Communion
Rite) and “…from the rising of
the sun to its setting”
(Eucharistic Prayer III) have
been restored. 

There is a Preamble to this
work which you might wish to read
first which contains sections on
both the “... Unchanged Faith”
where it says in part ...

In this new Missal, then, the
Church’s rule of prayer (lex
orandi) corresponds to her
perennial rule of belief (lex cre-
dendi), by which namely we are
taught that the Sacrifice of the
Cross and its sacramental
renewal in the Mass, which
Christ the Lord instituted at the
Last Supper and commanded
the Apostles to do in his memo-
ry, are one and the same, differ-
ing only in the manner of offer-
ing, and that consequently the

Mass is at once a sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving, of pro-
pitiation and satisfaction.

and another section “...
Unbroken Tradition.” in which you
will find written

In setting forth its instructions
for the revision of the Order of
Mass, the Second Vatican
Council, using the same words
as did Saint Pius V in the
Apostolic Constitution Quo
primum, by which the Missal of
Trent was promulgated in 1570,
also ordered, among other
things, that some rites be
restored “to the original norm
of the holy Fathers.” From the
fact that the same words are
used it can be seen how both
Roman Missals, although sepa-
rated by four centuries,
embrace one and the same tra-
dition. Furthermore, if the inner
elements of this tradition are
reflected upon, it also becomes
clear how outstandingly and
felicitously the older Roman
Missal is brought to fulfillment
in the new.

And further

Today, on the other hand,
countless learned studies have
shed light on the “norm of the
holy Fathers” which the revis-
ers of the Missal of Saint Pius
V followed. For following the
publication first of the

Sacramentary known as the
Gregorian in 1571, critical edi-
tions of other ancient Roman
and Ambrosian Sacramentaries
were published, often in book
form, as were ancient Hispanic
and Gallican liturgical books
which brought to light numer-
ous prayers of no slight spiritu-
al excellence that had previous-
ly been unknown.
In a similar fashion, traditions
dating back to the first cen-
turies, before the formation of
the rites of East and West, are
better known today because of
the discovery of so many litur-
gical documents.

The more I study, read, and
pray the more I am humbly able to
say, prayerfully, Thank You, God,
that you have called throughout
time holy and able men willing and
able to study the minutia which I
honestly have to confess numbs my
brain in order that I can look to and
depend upon the Magesterium to
teach me and to let me rest in their
knowledge trusting the truth.

Please, visit this website often.
Not facetiously nor seeking to be
controlling, I suggest that the por-
tions you decide to print out in
order to study you would format
before printing lest you end up with
many, many pages of print too
small to be comfortable reading.
Do go to this website. These are
exciting times and you don’t want
to miss the fullness of them.

Nocturnal Adoration
Society Presents

Awards
by Paul Ghiotto

The Christ the King Nocturnal
Adoration Society chapter held its
biannual breakfast for members at
the Golden Corral restaurant on
Merrill Road on October 8.  A total
of 20 members made the event
including special guests Mr. and
Mrs. Kim Do. 

Following the fine buffet,
members who achieved 100%
attendance at their scheduled hours
of adoration during either calendar
year 2008 and/or 2009 were pre-
sented official certificates by
Father Thanh. They also were
awarded the highly coveted “gold-
en flashlight” award (OK, so they
are nickel-plated!) by chapter pres-
ident Paul Ghiotto.

Members achieving 100%
attendance in 2008 were: Hazel
Ghiotto, Dick Sollee, Bernie Voor,
Ken Ulatowski, Nancy Fritch, Kim
Do, Hoa Do, Khanh Do, Monica
Crisp and Vera Registre. Members
with 100% attendance in 2009

were Nydia Diefenbach, Michael
Warwin, Carol Warwin, Ken
Ulatowski, Bob Fritch, Monica
Crisp, Vera Registre, Louis
Registre, and Kim Do.

ATTENTION PARISH-
IONERS! The local chapter is in
serious need of new members as
our current membership is waning
due to age and health concerns.
Please consider joining us in our
once monthly evening Eucharistic
adoration. You do not have to be in
a “rotating” band to join. You may
come to the chapel at any hour on
the First Friday between 10:00
p.m. and 8:00 a.m. that suits you
best. For further information please
call 727-5040.
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Rosary Procession

by Carol-Ann Black

October 2 dawned cool and sunny. It would be a perfect day for the
October Rosary Procession.

Planning had been underway for a couple of months and nothing had
been left to chance. Therefore, everything went perfectly. Praying the Rosary
went in the prescribed pattern. The first part of the particular prayer was said
by a single speaker in Latin, Spanish, Tagalog, Vietnamese and French. The
congregation completed in the language of choice, mostly English. Inside
the church the children of the Vietnamese community performed their
ceremonial flower offering. Mass followed, accompanied by the various
choirs of the Christ the King community. The entire ceremony was over by
about ten o’clock and participants were invited to the Parish Hall for
refreshments. We were close to 200 in number, and Rosary must make us
hungry. We ate everything offered, down to the last little mini sticky bun. It
was a beautiful ceremony followed by a joyful gathering of members of the
parish family of Christ the King. The next Rosary Procession will be
scheduled for May, the month of Mary, and will include the First
Communion children and their families. 
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IN GOD WE TRUST
submitted by Nick Winiewicz

As we head into the elections in November,
it is a fitting time for reflection on what princi-
ples this country was created, and how the belief
of our Founding Fathers shaped their actions.

“It is the duty of all nations to acknowledge
the providence of Almighty God, to obey His
will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly
to implore His protection and favor.” George
Washington

“We have no government armed with power
capable of contending with human passions
unbridled by morality and religion.  Our
Constitution was made only for a moral and
religious people.  It is wholly inadequate to the
government of any other.” John Adams

“And can the liberties of a nation be thought
to be secure when we have removed their only
firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the peo-
ple that these liberties are of the gift of God?
That they are not to be violated but with His
Wrath?  Indeed I tremble for my country when I
reflect that God is just; that His justice cannot
sleep forever.” Thomas Jefferson

“I’ve lived, sir, a long time, and the longer I
live, the move convincing proofs I see of the
truth:  That God governs in the affairs of men.
If a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without
His notice, is it probable that an empire can rise
without His aid?  We’ve been assured in the
sacred writings that unless the Lord builds the
house, they labor in vain who build it.”

Benjamin Franklin.
Please remember our country in your

prayers, that we do Trust in God and seek his
protection.  The following prayer consecrates
the United States to our Blessed Mother and I
would ask each of us to pray it often.

ACT OF CONSECRATION
OF THE UNITED STATES TO

OUR BLESSED MOTHER

MOST HOLY TRINITY: Our Father in
Heaven, who chose Mary as the fairest of your
daughters; Holy Spirit, who chose Mary as your
spouse;  God the Son, who chose Mary as your
Mother; in union with Mary, we adore your
majesty and acknowledge your supreme, eternal
dominion and authority.

MOST HOLY TRINITY, we put the United
States of America into the hands of Mary
Immaculate in order that she may present the
country to you.  Through her we wish to thank
you for the great resources of this land and for
the freedom which has been its heritage.
Through the intercession of Mary, have mercy
on the Catholic Church in America.  Grant us
peace.  Have mercy on our President and on all
the officers of our government.  Grant us a fruit-
ful economy born in justice and charity.  Have
mercy on capital and industry and labor.  Protect
the family life of the nation.  Guard the inno-
cence of our children.  Grant the precious gift of
many religious vocations.  Through the interces-
sion of our Mother, have mercy on the sick, the
poor, the tempted, sinners – on all who are in
need.

MARY, IMMACULATE VIRGIN, Our
Mother, Patroness of our land, we praise you
and honor you and give ourselves to you.
Protect us from every harm.  Pray for us, that
acting always according to your will and the
Will of your Divine Son, we may live and die
pleasing to God.

What is a CHRISTIAN?
Submitted by Ann Seravo

A Christian is one who has a new
life in Jesus Christ.

A Christian is one who is set
free by Jesus Christ.

A Christian is one who walks not in darkness
but in the light of Jesus Christ.
A Christian is one who seeks to

love as Jesus loved.

A Christian is one who comes to learn
from the Master, to sit at His feet

because He is the one great teacher.

A Christian is one who waits for the Teacher
to open up our hearts, our mind and our spirit

to pour in His Word (Bible) and for us to
let it sink in deeply –

and this is done through prayer.

Prayer is the only power on earth to
which God surrenders.

My prayer for you today is that you
will come to have a closer walk with Jesus

and to be an imitator of Him
because He is the perfect Teacher of

Love, Peace and Joy.

May God richly bless you with love, peace
and joy in your life.

The Annual Red Mass
by Darlene O’Neal

All members of the North
Florida legal, governmental, and law
enforcement communities and their
families are invited to attend the
annual Red Mass. The Diocese of St.
Augustine and the Catholic Lawyers
Guild continue this traditional Red
Mass which was held this year at
Immaculate Conception Catholic
Church in downtown Jacksonville
on October 28, 2010.

The Red Mass dates back to the Medieval Era and is intended to bring
together all facets of government and the law, to ask for God’s direction
in these life-changing positions. The Mass allows these professionals to
reflect on their beliefs as Catholics on the God-given power and respon-
sibility of all; judges, lawyers, prosecutors, law school professors and
students, and law enforcement. The Red Mass is usually scheduled for
the day before the Supreme Court’s opening session. This Mass allows
for guidance from the Holy Spirit for all whose job it is to seek justice.

Red garments are worn as symbolic of the tongues of fire that
descended on the Apostles by the Holy Spirit. Another belief relating to
the color red signifies the willingness to defend truth and justice at the
cost of shedding one’s blood, hence, the “Red” Mass. 

Most Reverend Victor Galeone, Bishop of St. Augustine, celebrated
the Mass and delivered the homily. It was deemed fitting since the bish-
op will be retiring before the next Red Mass. He was accompanied on the
altar by Deacon Paul Consbruck, as well as several other priests, includ-
ing Father Ed Murphy, pastor of Immaculate Conception. 

The Knights of Columbus Fourth Degree Honor Guard manned the
aisle for the procession into and out of the church. St. Joseph’s Choir,
under the direction of Frank and Nicole DeProspo, did an outstanding
job. 

President of the Catholic Lawyers Guild, Michael McCoy, presented
the Law and Spirituality Award in memory of Daniel James Brown,
Esquire.

Mr. Brown was active in the Catholic Lawyers Guild and many char-
itable organizations. He was a graduate of Bishop Kenny High School
and later was teacher and coach there for many years before leaving for
law school. He returned to Jacksonville, continued his law practice and
worked to establish the sports program at Bishop Snyder High School.
His family accepted the award in his name. His parents-in-law are
Carmel and Robert Brodeur, members of Christ the King parish. 

A reception was held after the Mass in the courtyard. Among the
guests seen munching and mingling were Bishop Galeone and Sheriff
John Rutherford, as well as several Christ the King parishioners.
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Almost 100 years ago, the United States Catholic Church decided it
was time Americans started evangelizing the world. The U.S. Bishops
formally sanctioned the project of two diocesan priests to awaken the
American missionary destiny. With the approval of the American bishops,
the founders journeyed to Rome for permission from the Pope. Their
project received the blessing of Pope Pius X on June 29, 1911. On that
summer day in Rome, the Catholic Foreign Mission Society of America
was born.

The first location was located on a hill called Mary’s Knoll, in honor
of Our Lady. The name of the Society was soon popularly referred to as
“Maryknoll.” The job of the Society is to recruit, train, and send American

missionaries overseas. They are the overseas heart and hands of the U.S.
Catholic Church. They are sharing the heart of Catholic social teaching
around the world as they dedicate themselves to Christ and pledge
themselves as instruments of God’s redeeming love for all peoples. 

Churches, schools, orphanages, homes for the blind, handicapped, and
aged, leprosariums and AIDS hospitals, as well as projects providing
food, clean water, clothing, and housing have all been founded. As varied
as the needs of the people, so varied are the Maryknoll projects.  

The Society is the largest U.S. Catholic foreign missionary
organization. Since 1911, over 2,000 men have been ordained to the
Missionary priesthood, and several hundred more have taken oaths as
Brothers. There are currently 164 Priests, 16 Brothers, 169 Sisters, 75 Lay
Missioners, and 107 Volunteers serving in 35 countries and 109 cities
around the world, all of whom are responding to the Gospel’s call to serve
the poor. “How can they believe if they have not heard…?”- Romans
10:14

The spirituality of Maryknoll can be described as “compassion in
action” – combining faith and the promotion of justice. Maryknoll goes to
places where they are needed, but not necessarily wanted, until they are
wanted, but not needed. It is then that they move on to new mission fields. 

For more information on how you can support or join Maryknoll as an
Affiliate please contact Deacon Larry Hart at 904 739-1112, or email him
at lhart@maryknoll.org. OR if you are hearing God’s whisper to
become a Priest, Brother, Sister, Lay Missioner, or Volunteer, you can
contact www.maryknoll.org/society. 914 941-7590, x-2416, or send an
email directly to vocation@maryknoll.org

Who is Maryknoll?
by Frank Becht

Maryknoll Affiliates is a movement of the international
organization known as the Catholic Foreign Mission Society of
America formed in 1911. Maryknoll was formed to serve the Church
outside the United States, which until this time had been served by
missionaries from other countries. It was time for the American
Church to send its missioners outside the United States.

The downturn of vocations, which has been drastic in the Church
worldwide, has also affected mission countries. To counter this downturn
in vocations, Maryknoll has formed the Maryknoll Affiliates. Deacon
Larry Hart of St. Catherine’s, Orange Park, is the new Maryknoll Director
for this area.

Maryknoll Affiliates are people who closely identify themselves with
the Maryknoll organization and their vision, spirit and charism. They are
people who work at home and in their local churches and communities
but who wish to support and pray for the principles of Spirituality,
Community, Global Vision and Action (guiding principles of the
Affliliates.)  Affiliates gather in local Chapters for prayer, reflection and
mutual support of Maryknoll efforts on a regular basis, generally monthly.

The Northeast Florida Affiliate Group has been organized under the
leadership of Fran Henderson of Assumption Parish. Several other
parishes are represented by members  from Christ the King, San Jose, St.
Joseph’s, St Paul’s at the Beach, St. Catherine’s in Orange Park, St.
Ambrose at Elkton and St. Anastasia at St. Augustine Beach.

You can help by encouraging family and friends to support Maryknoll
and vocations by purchasing the Maryknoll Magazine. If you would like
to join the affiliate group, contact Fran Henderson at 904-730-4847 or
donotbeafraid@catholic.org   

Maryknoll Affiliates

It’s me Again, God  
submitted by Ann Seravo

Remember me, God?
I come everyday

just to talk with You, Lord,
and to learn how to pray.

You make me feel welcome,
You reach out Your hand,

I need never explain 
for You understand.

I come to You frightened
and burdened with care

so lonely and lost
and so filled with despair.

And suddenly, Lord,
I’m no longer afraid.
My burden is lighter

and the dark shadows fade.
Oh, God what a comfort
to know that You care,

and to know when I seek You,
You will always be there!

Thank you, God

As varied as the needs of
the people,

so varied are the
Maryknoll projects.
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Paskong Pinoy
by Imogene T. Praxedes

Philippine Christmas comes to
Christ the King! Yes, the Filipinos
celebrate the longest Christmas
season in the world. As early as
September, Christmas is felt
throughout the Philippines.
Christmas songs on the radio,
Christmas merchandise in the mar-
kets and malls, and the display of
the country’s most traditional
Christmas symbol called the parol.

Pasko is derived from the
Spanish word pascua. Centuries
ago after the Spanish conquistadors
landed in the Philippines in 1521
they brought with them friars
whose mission was to convert our
native ancestors to Catholicism.
After the first Christmas Mass was
celebrated by a Franciscan priest in
the 14th century the once pagan
natives who became Christians
gladly incorporated Christmas into
their ethnic rituals as a way of
thanksgiving for their harvests and
abundance.

The Filipino community of
Christ the King parish is grateful to
our pastor, Father Thanh, for not
only supporting but also encourag-
ing us to share a most beloved
Philippine tradition with the parish-
ioners. From December 11 to
December 19 our community will
proudly acquaint the parish with
our time-honored celebration of
Simbang Gabi.

All the Masses will begin at
7:00 p.m. and will include a nove-
na after communion. We plan to
decorate the parish with homemade
parols and provide Philippine

native delicacies at the reception
after Mass. Each night will be
sponsored by a parish family. We
invite everyone to be part of this
spirit-filled journey of prayers and
songs to welcome the birth of
Christ Jesus. 

There are many people to thank
for making this Filipino tradition a
reality. I’d like to thank Nylor Solis
and Tito Espejo for their support in
bringing back the Simbang Gabi to
Christ the King. Secondly, Melissa
Chan, for being the intermediary in
asking her uncle, Monsignor Rudy
Villanueva, to return to
Jacksonville and celebrate the nine
evening Masses.

Thank you to the following
families who are sponsoring a night
of the Nine-Evening Masses: 

Batario Family,
Chan Family with the
Pedroza and Villanueva
Family
Christ the King Parishioners
DeVera and De La Cruz
Family

Milano Clan
Gonzalez Family
Jaminal Clan- Dr. Mar
Jaminal, Jaminal-Praxedes,
and Jaminal-Tecson
Reyes Family
Salud Family

A program is being planned for
distribution. All the supporters and
well-wishers will be thanked and
acknowledged. It will also include
the prayers in English and Filipino.

We would like to invite every-
one to come. Please spread the
word. I encourage everyone to
meet Monsignor Villanueva. He is
a spiritual man of many talents. He
is a composer, musician, author,
playwright, and professor.  His
homilies are inspiring. He will
motivate and galvanize you to
think and contemplate.

TULOY PO KAYO!! YOU
ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO
EXPERIENCE THE CTK FIL-
IPINO CHRISTMAS TRADI-
TIONS! MABUHAY!

Reflections on Father Dan Shashy
by Yolanda Cerqueira  

The Reverend Father Daniel Shashy passed away to his eternal
reward on October 15, 2010.  A most beautiful vigil service was held in
his honor on Wednesday evening, October 19, 2010, at his home parish of
Christ the King. The church was filled with family, extended family,
friends, and parishioners all wanting to pay their final respect to this most
wonderful man. If the number in attendance was an indicator of the meas-
ure of a man, it would not be an untruth to say he was a giant.   

The service was opened with prayer and a reading from second
Corinthians which was followed by a most appropriate psalm, “You are
priest in the line of Melchizedek.”  Our good pastor, Father Thanh, read
the gospel from St. Luke.    

As always our pastor addressed the gathering with words of comfort
and wisdom. He gave his condolences to Father Dan’s children, Paul,
Monica, Andrew, and Veronica on behalf of the staff and the parishioners
of Christ the King.  This led right into his vigil homily.  “Memory is a pre-
cious faculty that connects us with family and friends. Tonight we are
here to remember our Father Dan.  Each of us has our own story of him.
His family remembers him as a loving father to his children and grand-
children.”  

Father Thanh said that when he arrived at Christ the King, Father Dan
had already been ordained.  The number of parishioners at the vigil would
more than indicate that he was loved by his parish community.  He shared
not only his talents and treasure with the community, but also his time
which is the greatest gift one can give.  He devoted many years of serv-
ice to the Knights of Columbus as well as the St. Vincent de Paul Society.
Father indicated that he was instrumental in bringing many people into
the Society.  Just last month the Vincentians went to his home at his
request and Father Dan and Father Thanh concelebrated Mass.  It was
very meaningful for all present.  

“He was a dedicated priest and spirituality was written in his life
despite his struggles.  He and his late wife, Bernice, had the joy of rais-
ing four marvelous children.  He reached out to everyone and they were
better off for having him in their life.  His priesthood was centered around
the Eucharist and he especially appreciated being able to concelebrate the
Mass with me as it gave him such joy.”  

Father Thanh concluded his remarks by quoting St. Paul, “ We walk
by faith not by sight....He loved us so much He sent His Son for our sal-
vation and a place in heaven.”  Father Dan is certainly being welcomed
into heaven.   

Monsignor Danaher regaled us
with his wonderful stories and one
in particular put a smile on our
faces.  This particular instance hap-
pened before Father Dan was a
priest.  He had always been inter-
ested in gardening and particularly
in roses.  After the passing of his
wife, Bernice, one of things he did
was to plant a rose garden near the
entrance to our chapel.  He tended
the garden faithfully and maybe
one time, too faithfully. For the
way Monsignor tells it, one night
around 4 o’clock in the morning
Monsignor’s phone rang in his bed-
room. This would be unusual to say
the least, and when he answered the
phone a policeman was on the line,
saying that there was a man outside
near the chapel digging holes and it

looked somewhat suspicious.  When Monsignor made inquiry to this
strange happening he realized who it was and said, “Oh, that’s Dan
Shashy. He’s just tending his rose garden!”  

As mentioned before, when Father Dan’s beloved wife, Bernice,
passed away he really felt lost.  He had been very successful in his laun-
dry business but it was not the same after her passing. His children were
grown and one day he and Monsignor were chatting away about this and
Monsignor suggested that he would make a wonderful priest. Monsignor
said “You’d be a great addition to the priesthood as you have a strong
faith and are devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary.”  To make a long story
short Dan Shashy applied to the Diocese and was accepted.

There are more stories but suffice it to say that Monsignor really
painted a wonderful word picture of Father Dan. In closing he said that
Father Dan had requested that we say a rosary which we did and you
know which one we prayed of course—- the Glorious Mysteries!  

There is so much more to say about this extraordinary man and the
number of people he touched during his lifetime.  Our Bishop Galeone
really summed up the measure of the man when he said that Father Dan
Shashy was such a man of integrity that he would die before he would
ever break a promise to anyone. He surely will be missed but he will not
be forgotten.  Vaya con Dios, Father Daniel Shashy.
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by Randy Hale
State Photographer
Knights of Columbus Florida State Council

Early Saturday morning, October 9, The Most Reverend Victor Galeone, bishop of the
diocese of St. Augustine and Father Frank Pavone, national director for Priests for Life
along with over a dozen priests, deacons, and clergy from different denominations gathered
together at Prince of Peace Catholic Church in Jacksonville for a prayer procession to two
local abortion mills, armed with the Church’s most powerful weapons against evil, The Holy
Eucharist and the Rosary. The bishop and priests, led by the Knights of Columbus Color
Corps, were followed by approximately five hundred people. The Eucharistic Prayer
Procession stopped in front of each abortion mill where temporary altars were set up and the
Monstrance was placed while prayers were said. When the procession returned to the
Church, Bishop Galeone held a Mass for the unborn killed by abortion. 

Later Saturday, Father Frank Pavone concelebrated Mass at St. Catherine of Siena
Parish and afterwards held a Pro-Life talk.
Photos from the day can be viewed at
http://www.photoknight.net/event/jaxprolifeweekend

An estimated 53 million lives have been lost from abortion. Each day that number
increases. Laws must be changed to protect the most innocent. With elections approaching,
please vote Pro-Life. Without life, quality is irrelevant.

For more information, please visit www.priestsforlife.org

Respect Life March

Photos by Randy Hale

Name that Saint

Come and join me for an hour.
I miss you terribly.

Love, Jesus

Weekdays: 6:30 A.M. to 5:30 P.M.
Nocturnal: First Fridays 6:00 P.M. to

8:00 A.M.
Everyone Welcome

Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament

He was found to be innocent
and returned to Italy.

He was again exiled to the
Island of Palmaria, where he
died.

His feast day is June 20.

Find the answer somewhere in this
issue of the Courier

He was the son of a pope.

He was the patron saint of Ponza,
Italy.

He was falsely accused of treason,
deposed and exiled.
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by Darlene O’Neal

The 2010 - 2011 RCIA sessions began in September
and will continue through the Easter Vigil. The class is
small but hopefully more people will join as time
goes on. Sponsors are waiting in the wings, so if
anyone is interested but holding back for lack of a
sponsor, please come and join us. The RCIA ses-
sions are held every Wednesday evening at 7:00
p.m. in the Shirley David Hall.

It might be helpful if people know a little bit
about the RCIA team members and how they con-
tribute to the parish.

The Director of RCIA is DEACON JAMES SCOTT.
He has been with this program since he was an RCIA candi-
date. He completed Ministry Formation instruction in St. Augustine
and Diaconate requirements. Several years ago, James was the guest
homilist at the Cathedral-Basilica in observance of Martin Luther King
Day. At present, he balances his time between teaching the seventh and
eighth grades at Christ the King School and his duties as a permanent
Deacon. He is known for his down-to-earth homilies at Sunday Mass.
James and his wife Jacquelyn are parents to two children, David and
Joslyn. His hobby is cooking and sampling recipes. 

The Coordinator of RCIA is GEORGE BARLETTA. He is a cradle
Catholic and always attends the 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass. George has a
special devotion to Our Blessed Mother and spends regular hours at
Adoration in the Sacred Heart Chapel. He graduated from Ministry
Formation classes in St. Augustine and is pursuing the Diaconate. George
prepares and does most of the presentations at RCIA Wednesday sessions.
George is very active with the local Queen of Peace Catholic radio station.
He makes annual retreats to Mother Angelica’s at the Shrine of the Most
Blessed Sacrament in Birmingham, Alabama. He and his wife. Julie have
two children, Anthony and Andrea. George is employed as part of the
Divisional Staff with Publix food stores. 

MARY ROUSE has been with RCIA since 1995 when she decided to
come and check it out. Over the years she has sponsored several candi-
dates as well as handled other team duties. Currently, she is the telephone
contact person and attendance secretary. Mary is a cradle Catholic and
hails from Ireland. She and Bill have been married for 46 years and are
parents to six children and eleven grandchildren. Mary is a Eucharistic
Minister at Sunday Mass and also Visitation of the Sick Eucharistic
Minister. Mary is a great cook and known for her potato salad. 

NORMA and BERRY LANDERS are a husband and wife team who
have been with RCIA for several years. They have also sponsored many
candidates. Norma is a Eucharistic Minister at the 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass
and does Visitation of the Sick. She works with St. Vincent de Paul
Ministry, and is active in the Small Groups Faith Sharing. She is also a
member of CKCCW. Berry serves on Sunday mornings as usher and
greeter at the 9:00 a.m. Mass. He heads the Small Groups Faith Sharing
Ministry and they are both on the staff of the Multi-Cultural Committee.

They were active in Cursillo for many years. They were both
born and raised in Panama and came to Jacksonville in

1985 by way of New York. Norma and Berry are par-
ents to six children, including a set of twins, all of

whom are college graduates. They are known for
serving their native foods at receptions.

DARLENE and LOUIE O’NEAL have been
with RCIA since 1999, when he converted to the
Catholic faith and she was his sponsor. Louie
has done everything from painting the church

and adjoining buildings, to helping with refur-
bishing the sanctuary of the church. He serves as

an usher/greeter and Darlene as a Eucharistic
Minister at the 11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass. They are both

active in the Knights of Columbus, K’Cees, Courier, I.M.
Sulzbacher Center for the homeless, Lenten Fish Frys, First

Wednesday Meals, Cursillo, and Monday morning money counters. They
did Beautification for 5 years before retiring from that job. They have
been married 53 years, have 4 children, 9 grandchildren and 1 great-
grandchild.

MARY JO HIERS is the newest team member. She is a cradle
Catholic, born into an Irish Catholic family. Mary Jo grew up in
Massachusetts with five siblings, she being the only girl. She came to
Christ the King parish when Mass was held at Jacksonville University.
She joined in 1957 and was married at Christ the King. She has two
daughters who are both graduates of Christ the King School. Mary Jo
worked for Prudential Insurance Company, retiring after 37 years. She is
a regular at Adoration in the Sacred Heart Chapel on Fridays. She has
sponsored RCIA candidates for the last couple of years and offers her help
whenever it’s needed. She volunteered her time and effort to the Country
Store in October, and has also volunteered with Community Hospice and
the St. Johns River City Band.

KEVIN WOLFE has been with RCIA since he was a candidate in
2005. Kevin can be seen at most church and school functions volunteer-
ing his time and talent with his cameras, videoing and snapping pictures.
He has become the official photographer and has composed and designed
slide shows for the annual Ministry Dinner. Kevin and his wife, Sheila,
have two daughters - Emily, a student at Bishop Kenny High School and
Kelly, an eighth grader at Christ the King School. Both girls are honor stu-
dents and participate in extracurricular activities at their respective
schools. Sheila also takes photographs on special occasions and can be
relied on to furnish food for Christmas and Easter functions. 

ADAM KERSCH is the youngest team member. This is his second
year with RCIA and was a sponsor last year. Adam is a local boy, who
graduated from Christ the King School and Bishop Kenny High School in
2003. He is currently studying Industrial and Organizational Psychology
at the University of Phoenix while continuing to discern for the priest-
hood. Adam enjoys fishing and has been known to catch some big ones.
He also enjoys sports and is brother to Kristin, Jessica and Joseph. 

RCIA — 2010 - 2011
Saint Vincent de Paul Food Driv

e
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by Lucille Guzzone

There was plenty of pizza, fruit, desserts and drinks at the Halloween party
given for the children of the Religious Education Program on the evening of
October 27, in the John XXIII Hall. But, along with the good food and fun
shared by the children, families and teachers, the focus of the event was on the
saints’ outfits worn by many of the children. So many “holy people” were pres-
ent from the very popular Saint Anthony to the lesser known saints such as Saint
Dorothy. It was such a blessing to see that so many of the parents took the time
to outfit their children in these costumes, and it was even more inspiring to real-
ize that the students were very familiar with each of their portrayed saints.

Father Sal was on hand to judge the best costumes, but because he consid-
ered this responsibility to be too stressful, out of the goodness of his heart, he
named all of them winners!

The children, although familiar with the secular celebration of Halloween, do
also appreciate the holiday’s relationship to the saints and other people in Christ
who have gone ahead of us. This was evident at the gathering.

Religious Education Celebrates All Hallow’s Eve
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Religious Education Celebrates All Hallow’s Eve
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by Tina Harrell

Do you remember this song?
“I’d like to teach the world to sing in perfect harmony. 
I’d like to hold it in my arms, and keep it company. 
I’d like to see the world for once all standing hand in hand. 
And hear them echo through the hills for peace throughout the land. 
It’s the real thing what the world wants today, 

That’s the way it’ll stay, with the real thing.” 

“I’d Like to Teach the World to Sing” TV
commercial first aired on American radio on Feb. 12, 1971
and sold 96,000 copies of their record in one day, eventually
selling 12 million total. It shot lead singer Eve Graham and
the other members of The New Seekers to super-stardom.
“I’d Like to Teach the World to Sing” climbed to UK #1 and
US #7 in 1971 and 1972. The Coca-Cola Company waived
royalties to the song and instead donated $80,000 in
payments to UNICEF. It originally included
the line “I’d like to buy the world a Coke” and
repeated “It’s the real thing” as Coca-Cola’s

marketing theme at the time.
Do you know this song from Lourdes? “Ave, Ave, Ave

Maria. Ave, Ave, Ave Maria.” It is traditionally sung at the
end of each decade of the rosary in procession, not just in
Lourdes, but anywhere the rosary is recited all around the
world. You might wonder what in the world do these two
songs have in common and what they have to do with my
Pilgrimage, so I will explain.

This was my first trip to Lourdes and nothing had
prepared me for this experience. Nothing, that is, except the
grace of God that had worked on me since childhood to
break down my resistance to the total acceptance of Mary
as Mother of God and MY Mother, too. Although raised
Catholic, later leaving the Church for a very long time, then
returning, I had still continued to reject the teaching of the
Church on her Immaculate Conception and Assumption.
Let’s just say I had a “Mary problem.” However, in the
spring of 2005, a powerful revelation and healing came
through the ministry of the Sisters of the Home of the
Mother at Assumption Parish that became the vehicle of God’s grace to
bring me fully into the arms of Our Blessed Mother and totally on board
with who she is by the Church’s teaching and to me personally.

We arrived quite late our first night at Lourdes, but I could not wait to
get to the Grotto. So, I set out on my own around 10:30 at night and to my
surprise, had the Grotto almost to myself. Not only is this holy site
flowing with holy water from Bernadette’s spring, it is “dripping with
holiness” and immediately takes a powerful hold on your whole being. I
ran my hand along the rocky surface of the Grotto wall (smoothed out by
the millions who have touched it) and stood at the source of the Spring.
Shaking with a combination of joy, fright, awe, humility, insecurity,
wonder, etc., I pulled out the envelope with all the intentions I had carried
with me. Weeping, I kissed each one, prayed it out loud, then placed it in
the huge receptacle. Continuing around the Grotto wall and gazing up at
the statue of Our Mother placed on the spot of her appearance, I found my
way to the large candle stand and knelt down looking up at her. Once
again I was weeping, but this time in sorrow and repentance, as I asked
her to forgive me for having denied her and even leading others away
from her whenever I was in a position of instructing people in the faith,
something I had done for decades. Next thing I knew, it was midnight, and

a volunteer guard gently tapped me on the shoulder and asked me to leave,
as that part of the Grotto was being closed off. I had no idea that all that
time had passed. But I did know one thing: SHE WAS THERE and loving
me! 

The next day was glorious with Mass with our group in one of the
smaller chapels and for me, a second opportunity at the Grotto with hardly
anyone there…more prayers…more tears…more joy and inner peace.
Then came the night Rosary Procession. We were told the next day that
there was a record 200,000 in attendance and I’m going to try and
describe this to you. My roommate (a CTK parishioner) and I joined the
procession for a while, but then decided to go to the other side and see
what we could see. OH WOW! The procession with the statue of the
Blessed Virgin Mary out front was moving ever-so-slowly down the long
grassy center area (fore lawn) that stretched about a mile in length with
who knows how many people across the walkway. Someone on a
loudspeaker recited the prayers and EVERYONE answered the second
part of either the Lord’s Prayer, the Hail Mary, or the Glory Be in their
own language. Even with the differences in the cadence of each language,

everyone started and stopped together. Around me I
could hear: Japanese, Polish, Italian, French, (some I
didn’t recognize), and I myself answering in
Spanish. The rhythm of the different languages
melted into a glorious harmony as all converged into
the Latin words of the Lourdes hymn of “Ave, Ave,
Ave Maria” while lifting their lit candles in song. The
unbelievable sound of the strength of around 200,000
voices converging as one on those words and the
glorious, heavenly music of their 4-8 part harmony
was something my ears and heart had never heard.
The closest description I have for what it looked like:
slowly flowing lava from a volcano…the candlelight
of each person as the procession made its way
around. 200,000 cannot move any other way but
slowly. The air was thick with reverence, devotion,
and love for Our Blessed Mother, and a tenderness
and charity toward everyone present. I was so
amazed and my inner healing flowed into explosions
of gratitude and tears.

We were also told that there are 7-9 million
pilgrims to Lourdes EACH year! If the whole world

were to do as we did that night
and as thousands upon thousands
do every night at Lourdes, there
would be only love, joy, peace,
reverence, devotion and charity. 

And so, I return to the song
that came into my head: “I’d like
to teach the world to sing…” and
would love to write a song that
would be more like this: “I’d like
to teach the world to sing the A-ve
Ma-ri-a. To have her hold it in her
arms and keep it safe from harm.
I’d like to see the world for once all standing hand in hand, and hear all
pray the rosary for peace throughout all lands. It’s the real thing, what the
world wants today, and it’s through Mary to Jesus that we will all find our
way.” 

There’s more to this story…must share with you what happened to me
at Santiago de Compostela. More healing, graces, and surprises! Stay
tuned to the next edition.

My Pilgrimage to Lourdes,
Santiago de Compostela, and Fatima

Christmas Naming Ritual

In the midst of the hustle and bustle of the holidays,
all families grieving the death of a loved one are invited to

“Come and Remember with Love”
December 2 at 7:00 p.m. in the church.

Each family will be given a special personalized ornament
Reception to follow in the Shirley David Hall
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Christ the King Annual Advent Tree

The elves have been busy making colorful 
ornaments to represent

the various organizations that will benefit from
your gifts this Christmas

Pick out your ornaments during Advent
Please be generous as you have been in the past

Lead Me, Lord: I Need a Job
by Mitzi Vergenz

I was laid off from my job as an
environmental engineer last
November. It was not a big sur-
prise; I had been bumped to part-
time in August, due to the econom-
ic conditions in my company and
our country. At first, it was a bless-
ing to have the time to devote to
other activities. I started going to
daily Mass and Adoration, which
allowed me to do some serious
reflection on my spiritual life. I
started reading books about the
Catholic faith, particularly those
written by ex-Protestants like Scott
Hahn. I even started praying the
Rosary, a miracle in itself, which I
reported in a previous article (My
Advent Conversion, Courier,
January, 2010). I had the time to
take a personal retreat at the end of
January, during which I felt the
Lord did some serious talking to
me. I described these experiences
also in a previous article
(Continuing Conversion, Courier,
April 2010).

After a couple of months of
unemployment, I started to wonder
when God was going to come
through for me. I continued my net-
working and participation in pro-
fessional societies, looking for job
leads. I figured, God has always
taken care of me in the past, I don’t
see why He should quit now. I had
confidence that God had a plan for
my life, a special mission for me to
do. A friend of a friend at church
interviewed me and gave me con-
tact information for an old business
acquaintance, which led to another
interview. Another contact was
considering whether to expand
their business to include engineer-
ing, and I found out that they were
devout Christians. There was an
excitement about watching God at
work during this time, helping me
make connections with people.

But as months rolled by with no
job offers, I started asking myself,
what does God really want me to
do? Does He really want me to con-
tinue in engineering? If so, where is
my job? I told myself to be patient.
I thought I was doing what God
wanted me to, going to daily Mass,
continuing to grow spiritually- and
checking my emails.

People began to offer me sug-
gestions. Have you considered
teaching, they said. Surely with
your love of children and passion
for science, you would be a good
teacher, they said. I thought about
my experiences doing science
demonstrations for CK; I was worn
out after two classes. I couldn’t
imagine doing teaching all day. I
did spend a day as a substitute
teacher at CK, and while the kids
were well-behaved, the experience
confirmed for me that my calling
was not teaching. 

I tried to maintain a positive
attitude, but it was difficult. I

emailed a friend, “I am really strug-
gling to maintain emotional equi-
librium, and not fall into depres-
sion. I’m leaking, as Father Steven
would say. … I’ve finally figured
out that being home alone for long
periods brings down the black
clouds on my soul, …I have to get
out of the house and go to where
the people are…I tell myself that
not much has changed in my living
conditions, only my spiritual condi-
tion. I preach to myself acceptance,
submission, just keep doing what
He is showing me to do. I don’t
know where I’m going, but I know
Whom I am following. My rational
side asks, how far can you take the
trust thing before it becomes stu-
pidity, but my soul responds, Jesus
loves me, this I know. .. Whatever.
I surrender. Just keep the peace of
Christ in my heart....”

After six months of unemploy-
ment, I debated whether I should
start working with my husband, the
college professor, writing grant
proposals. I thought it might be
kind of risky to our marriage.  I
asked myself whether I could do it
disinterestedly, as a job, without
expectations, yet with passion and
initiative and positive energy.
Would we kill each other, working
together? Yet, I knew that he often
wished he had a secretary to keep
him organized, to do the paperwork
and logistics while he concentrated
on the technical side. I’m good at
logistics and organization, and if I
help him get more grant money,
some of that goes into our pockets.
Could I help him without being
judgmental and controlling? We
decided that I should try this on a
part-time volunteer basis, ten
hours/week, to see what happens.
At the time of this writing, it is
working out well. 

During the summer, we found
out that my mother-in-law is no
longer able to live alone in the fam-
ily house in Orlando due to health
reasons. My husband asked me if I
was willing to let her live with us. I
started wondering, did God have
me laid off so I could take care of
my mother-in-law? I was getting
very discouraged about job-hunt-
ing, and debating whether I should
even renew my engineering license
if I wasn’t going to be using it.

Since I was doing the part-time
grant-writing for my husband, I
asked myself, is my calling now to
serve Bob and my family? It was
very confusing to me to think about
this. Yes, it looked like a noble
Christian calling to be a caregiver.
Yes, Bob was grateful for the help.
Is this God’s will for me?

A friend strongly counseled me
not to give up the job hunt, and
especially, do not give up my engi-
neering license. She said to remem-
ber that the devil also tries to throw
in what seems good to derail what
God is truly directing you towards.
She reminded me of all the emo-
tional baggage that I have carried
for so long from being the caregiv-
er for Gina, my handicapped
daughter, which is gradually being
healed. Did I really want to pick
that up again, especially since there
were other options available to my
mother-in-law? 

The very next day, I got an
email telling me of a job opening
that looked right up my alley, in
environmental permitting, with
people I already knew. I think this
was God’s answer to me about
some direction. God spoke to me
through the daily readings: “I have
heard your prayers and seen your
tears; I will heal you.” (II Kings
20:5).  And “On high I dwell in
holiness, and with the crushed and
dejected in spirit, to revive the spir-
its of the dejected, to revive the
hearts of the crushed, I saw their
ways, but I will heal them and lead
them, I will give full comfort to
them and to those who mourn for
them” (Is 57:15, 18). I put in my
job application online just a few
days ago at the time of this writing. 

While I am very hopeful for
this last job, and feel like I am a
strong candidate for the position, it
is still in God’s hands. As lector at
the daily Mass, it was all I could do
not to add to the psalm: “For the
glory of your name, O Lord, deliv-

er us [from unemployment!]...may
your compassion quickly come to
us, for we are brought very
low...Help us O God our savior,
because of the glory of your
name…” I want to beg Him, for the
glory of Your name, get me this
job. How does it glorify You when
Your people can’t get a job?  I des-
perately want this job; what if He
doesn’t want that? What does He
want? I was getting very agitated
about my job situation, when the
Lord sent me an answer in the form
of a meditation song at choir prac-
tice:

We pour out our miseries.
God just hears a melody.
Beautiful, the mess we are.
The honest cries of breaking
hearts
Are better than a hallelujah.
(Amy Grant, Better than a

Hallelujah, Somewhere Down the
Road)

God has told me repeatedly that
I am precious to Him, that He will
take care of me in His time. When
Deacon James was preaching about
the pearl of great price, asking what
one thing would you give every-
thing you have to get, my first
thought was, landing this job!
Wrong answer. The one most valu-
able thing in the entire world to me
is the peace of Christ in my soul.
My job is out there somewhere,
waiting for me to be ready. “All
things work for the good of those
who love God” (Rom 8:28). 

The following is my heartfelt
prayer, as I continue to look for a
job (Christina Cainas Harrell,
Healing and Peace, Under His
Wings):

Lord, in your mercy, please
help me believe
That placing my life at Your
feet
All will be well and my soul
will be free.
Jesus, my Lord, I love Thee.
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Father Dan and St. Vincent de Paul
by Yolanda Cerqueira

Note: Father Dan Shashy passed
away on October 15

Late in September the St.
Vincent de Paul Society gathered
together at the home of Father Dan
Shashy to celebrate Mass and to
remember old times. In earlier
years, Father Dan had been a very
active member of our society and
along with other members brought
not only food but Jesus’ message of
hope and love to the people of the
Arlington area. Even though time
has passed and circumstances have
changed, St. Vincent de Paul has
always remained close to his heart.
There is a photo that hangs in the
Rectory in which many of the orig-
inal members are pictured. In this
photo is Father Dan when he was
still a layman, Monsignor Danaher,
Don and Linda Podany, and Don
and Georgia MacLean among oth-
ers. The parish is grateful that these
original members began a tradition
of caring for the less fortunate
which is still carried on today.

Father Dan has been ill and
unfortunately, due to his illness, he
is housebound and unable to be part
of the active parish community.
Father Dan had expressed to our
pastor, Father Thanh, that he would
very much like to have the
Vincentians at his home to do the
liturgy and to see old friends and
meet the new members. Needless
to say that the members of St.
Vincent de Paul were both thrilled
and eager to honor his request. 

We were received ever so gra-
ciously by Father Dan and his son,
Andrew, and daughter, Monica,
who welcomed us with open arms
into their father’s home. The liturgy
was con-celebrated by Father Dan
and Father Thanh. In his homily
Father Thanh expressed that Father
Dan had always exemplified the
spirit of St. Vincent de Paul and
that all of us present were continu-
ing on this legacy by bringing the
light of Christ to the clients we
visit.  

After the Mass we were ready
and eager to eat and, as always, the
chefs of Christ the King never fail
in their culinary abilities. We avid-
ly dove into all manner of good
foods and scrumptious desserts
which would tempt the most disci-
plined of souls. While we were
enjoying our meal, we were able to
gather round Father Dan and those
who were a part of the original
group who shared many happy
memories which were enjoyed by
all. 

Of course we could not depart
without a photo to record this
moment in time. Since no one had
a camera it was duly accomplished
by the use of that all encompassing
cell phone that seems to be able to
do anything!  With that deed com-
pleted we said our goodbyes know-
ing that we had been nourished by
the Eucharist and sustained in the
love that we have for each other as
fellow Vincentians.

Around the Corner
Submitted by Louie O’Neal

Around the corner I have a friend,
in this great city that has no end.

Yet the days go by and the weeks rush on
and before I know it a year is gone.
I do not see my old friend’s face,

for life is a swift and a terrible race.
Yet he knows I like him just as well
as in the days when I rang his bell

and he rang mine.
We were younger then,

now we are old and tired men.
Tired of playing a foolish game,
tired of trying to make a name.
Tomorrow I say, I’ll call on Jim

to let him know that I’m thinking of him.
But tomorrow comes and tomorrow goes
the distance between us grows and grows.
From around the corner, yet miles away,

a telegram comes “Jim died today.” 
This is what we get and deserve in the end

around the corner, a vanished friend.

“Big Al” Says
“Thank You”

by Paul Ghiotto

Courier readers who read the
last issue were reminded of the
efforts of one of Christ the King’s
longtime parishioners – Al Rucci –
who “stepped up” when the fledg-
ling Christ the King Athletic
Association needed a commission-
er back in the early 1960s. Al ran
and built the program so well that,
eight years later when he “stepped
down” as head of the program,
association members voted to
rename the ballfield complex “Al
Rucci Field.” Being the humble
man he is, Al greatly appreciated
the honor but requested that the
board not put his name on any of
the structures. For his efforts Al, a
Knights of Columbus Council
#4727 member, was presented the
Council’s first community service
award. 

After reading the article which
highlighted his service, Al realized
that some important contributors to
the program’s early days had not
been mentioned. He contacted this
writer and asked that the article be
amended to include the special
work of others. These people
include coaches Jim Ham, Jim
Haneline, Charlie Foy, Elton
Turner, Homer Stinnett, Bill
Hrabal, Tom Adams, Jim Davis,
Pete Holiday, Ed Garza, Jim Doyle,
Ray Tubel, Jud Ammeano
(Ammean), Bob Robertson, Bob
Deckert, Tom Milsaps, and Gene
Milliken. Also, Al said to be sure to
mention Bob Coyle (Coyle Fence
Co.) for donating and installing all

of the metal fencing, Fred David
(David Concrete Products Co.) for
donating the block used in the con-
cession stand and dugouts con-
struction, Lanahan and Arlington
Lumber Companies for donating
the wood used in the same con-

struction, Helen Foy for running a
first class concession stand opera-
tion, and Ed Reiley for his donation
of a boat trailer on which a portable
concession stand was mounted.

Many of these fine people have
passed on to their heavenly reward.
However, while they were with us
they each also “stepped up” when
needed. 

Their work, carried on by many
other dedicated volunteers since,
continues on today by similarly
dedicated volunteers with the
Athletic Association. When you
hear the squeals of delight coming
from the CTK athletic field keep in
mind all of the people who have
worked so hard over the years to
keep the dream alive.

Have you “stepped up” yet?
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CATECHETICAL SUNDAY

by Lucille Guzzone

Catechetical Sunday is celebrated yearly in the United States on the third Sunday of September. It is a special day set aside to bless and to com-
mission teachers of the Faith. This year the nine o’clock Mass on September 9 was designated for this purpose in our parish. Catechists represent-
ing Christ the King School, Religious Education For Children, RCIA, and Why Catholic? were presented to the congregation. Each catechist was pre-
sented a certificate commemorating the special Mass and acknowledging their contribution. Although the theme of the Mass was to recognize these
particular people, in his homily Father Thanh reminded parents that they too are teachers and have the most important and primary role in leading
their children toward a love and knowledge of Christ and His Church.

Lord When I
By Charm I. Saults

Lord, when I have needs teach me how
to reach out to you. Just asking you
for guidance  and understanding.

Lord, when I feel alone, let me feel your
presence as I kneel in prayer. Knowing

you will always be by my side.

Lord, let my heart fill with your Love, so
I may share it with others. By reaching 

out with a helping hand.

Lord, I need your wisdom to fill my mind.
Helping me to make the right decisions.
Giving me the strength to recognize my

weakness.

Lord, I put myself in your hands, because
I know you have touched my soul and hold

my heart, mind and body in your hands.

Amen.

Christ the King
Choral Concert

The First Annual Christ the King Choral Concert was held on
November 19 in the church. The concert musically spanned centuries of
both our Catholic heritage and Christian music from as early as the 5th
century right up to our present-day 21st century. This concert was to cel-
ebrate both our patronal festival of Christ the King (November 21) and
St. Cecilia, Patron of Music (November 22). We also had an additional
reason to celebrate: The national recognition bestowed by the U. S.
Department of Education to Christ the King School as a 2010 Blue
Ribbon School for outstanding performance! The concert was to benefit
the Endowment Fund of Christ the King School which will help to ensure
the financial stability of the school in the future. 

The King’s Choir, in the very capable hands of Music Director and
pianist extraordinaire, Tina Harrell, amazed us with the beautiful and
glorious sounds of inspiring and devotional music. Many were not able
to stop themselves from humming along. We took delight in the harmo-
nious sound of our fellow parishioners. 

During intermission, guests had the opportunity to make their free-
will offering to benefit the Endowment Fund.  God truly continues to
bless our parish family with works of talent, charity and generosity. 

Before the concert an excellent dinner was provided by the fifth grade
patrols & parents.
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There Are Saints Amongst Us…..
And Mary Louise Pellicer Was One

by Paul Ghiotto

This old world in which we live
can be a very hard place
sometimes. In the course of our
lives we all encounter people who
only serve to complicate things.
We have probably found ourselves
asking the question,  “Of all of the
millions of people in this world
why did God have this person come
into my life and cause me such
headaches?”  Yes, such individuals
are indeed out there. But guess
what?  There are saints amongst us,
too! 

A previous edition of the
Courier contained an article by
Darlene O’Neal which highlighted
the life of one of the parish’s
founding members. Mary Louise
Pellicer, my aunt and my father’s
sister, was such a blessing in
everyone’s life that she touched –
and she touched many!  A few
months ago she passed away.

My cousin, Madeline Anne
Rogero, delivered what I
considered one of the most
heartfelt and beautiful eulogies I’ve
ever heard.  Her remarks follow:

A Tribute to Mary Louise
Ghioto Pellicer

Funeral Mass - April 23, 2010 

Christ the King Catholic
Church, Jacksonville, Florida 

Good morning. I have the
honor of expressing our family’s
gratitude for the gift of Mary
Louise Ghioto Pellicer. 

Father Thanh, I was told that I
only have five minutes. But as you
have already shared, Mary Louise
couldn’t tell a story in five minutes,
and neither can I do her justice in
five minutes! So please bear with
me. 

We are not here to mourn, but
to celebrate an incredible woman
and a life well-lived for 98 years. 

I am Madeline Rogero. My
mother, Anita, is Mary Louise’s
sister. Though sixteen years
separated them in age and they
lived in different cities for the last
45 years, they were very close.
Mom talked often and long with
her sister even to the end of her
beautiful life. 

Who was Mary Louise Ghioto
Pellicer? She was a woman who
loved her family, truly lived her
faith, and left the world a better
place. 

She loved her family uncondi-
tionally. To her husband, Frank
Pellicer, she was “Shug” [as in
“sugar”]. Though she lost him 45
years ago, he was a daily presence
in her life through the stories she
told. She enjoyed recalling what he
would say to her. “Mary
Louise….,” she would say, in a
deep bass voice. 

She was always “Momma” to
three loving sons – Frank, David,
and Donald. She was blessed with
three devoted daughters-in-law –
Judith, Clarice, and Theresa. 

She never wanted credit. She
never complained, even when in
great pain. And just last week, she
saved her banana for David and
gave motherly advice, “Now I want
you to drive carefully.” 

She never let them talk bad
about others. “He must be having a
bad day,” she would say. “Bless his
heart.” 

She told her sons and
daughters-in-law that the best thing
to give your children is for them to
see how much you love one
another. This was lovingly told to
me by a grandson and his wife –
smart advice that has passed on to
the next generation. 

To her nine grandchildren and
sixteen great-grandchildren, she
was Mimi and Nana. I asked them
their memories of her and they
joyfully replied, “Smiling all the
time,” “Telling funny jokes,”
“Laying in bed and rubbing my
hands when I was sick.” They
loved baking with her and they
loved going to “Granny’s Farm.” 

She impressed her great-
granddaughters when – at age 90 –
she fulfilled a lifetime dream of
getting her ears pierced! The great-
granddaughters enjoyed helping
her with her earrings. 

When the grandkids were sick
and Mom and Dad had to go to
work, they’d stay with Mimi. 

You always knew when the
grandkids stayed with Mimi, their
mothers laughingly recall. They
came back with shoes cleaned and
polished. And when they kicked off
their shoes, baby powder would fall
out. 

Mary Louise was “Sista” to her
two sisters, Madeline and Anita;
her seven brothers, Ralph, Wilford,
Telfair, Joseph (Toppy), Fred,
Vincent, and Ronald; and to their
spouses as well. As the eldest

daughter in a big family, she had
great responsibility. 

She was a caretaker. She took
care of Grandma and Aunt
Madeline. 

She was a storyteller and loved
telling the family stories. I was
always amazed that she could
remember exactly what Freddie or
Ronald or Vincent said or did 80
years ago, and the color of the dress
she had on when it happened. 

She was a marriage counselor.
Uncle Ronald remembers fondly
that when men in the family

needed, let’s say, a temporary place
to stay and reflect – her door was
always open. They even dubbed
her home, “Sister Mary’s Home for
Homeless Men!” 

Only one time can my mother,
Anita, remember Mary Louise
being angry with her. At Grandma’s
request, Mom dyed Aunt
Madeline’s beautiful silver
hair…..and it turned out orange. It
took Mary Louise a long time to
forgive my mom – after all, even
Mary Louise was human! 

To many of us here today, she
was Aunt Mary Louise – my
favorite aunt. 

When I was young and my
family came to Jacksonville to visit
Grandma on Bert Road, my sister
Mary Dolores and I would run over
to Aunt Mary Louise’s to absorb
her attention, stories, and humor. 

We loved spending the night
with her. Many years later, Mary
Dolores and Aunt Mary Louise
stood in the doorway of the spare
bedroom and reminisced as my
sister’s two little girls slept in that
same bed. 

To Uncle Toppy’s children, she
was a second Mom. Any chores for
her would be rewarded with a big
bowl of ice cream and cookies. 

She was godmother to Ralph Jr.
She called him every year on his
birthday for 73 years. 

Wilford Jr. recalls how she
protected him once when he had
disobeyed his dad. The belt was

getting pulled out of the belt loops,
when Aunt Mary Louise stepped
between them and told her brother
Wilford that he wasn’t going to
whoop Will. She instead sat with
Will and quietly made sure that he
knew not to repeat that bad
behavior again. 

She was “Miss Pellicer” to her
many friends who were all treated
like family. She was a good listener
to all. Her sons’ friends would pour
their hearts out to her. The nurses at
the Atrium loved her dearly. She
always gave them good advice. 

Shug, Moma, Sista, Aunt Mary
Louise, Mimi, Nana, Miss Pellicer. 

She loved her family. 
She lived her Faith daily. Faith

wasn’t something that happened in
church on Sunday. It was how you
lived your life and how you treated
others. She loved God by loving all
of us. One friend of Donald’s told
me that some fifty years ago he was
desperate, dropped out of college,
and ended up at Mary Louise’s. He
recalls that she gave him a Bible
and a Holy Card and knew just
what words of comfort he needed. 

The grandkids told me that she
knew all the patron saints – even
the obscure ones! Mary Louise
demonstrated love, kindness,
patience, and humility on a daily
basis. 

She left this world a better
place. Mary Louise spread Joy and
Hope. She was a model of a life
well-lived. In a world where we are
often quick to criticize and find
fault, Mary Louise sought
understanding and compassion. 

She was a rich woman – not
with her bank account – but with
her love. 

She loved the simple things in
life. The simple dress. The simple
hairdo. Driving the old car when
the new one was in the garage. 

She showed us what was really
important in our lives: Love our
family. Truly live our Faith daily.
Leave this world a better place. 

That was her gift to the world
and her legacy for all of us to
follow. 

Thank you, Aunt Mary Louise!
[End]

Cousin Madeline’s words
provoked many a smile and tear in
the church that day.  She expressed
exactly how all of us who knew
Aunt Mary Louise felt not only that
day but all of the days we had the
pleasure of knowing her.  

I couldn’t help but think of
what someone once said at the
passing of a beloved relative,
“Well, she’s gone.  We’ve lost her.
But just think of all of those who
have gone before who, up in
Heaven, are shouting with great
joy, ‘Look!  Here comes Mary
Louise!’”

Thank you, God! There are
indeed saints amongst us!
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The Deadeyes 

by Vernon Duncan

The 96th Infantry
Division was activated
in October 1942, at
Camp Adair, Oregon.
It trained at Camp
Adair, Fort Lewis,
Washington, and
Camp White, Oregon.
While at Camp White,
it was dubbed, “The
Deadeyes,” for its
sharp-shooting that
was always on target.

Vernon was draft-
ed in 1942 and imme-
diately assigned to the 96th
Infantry Division at Camp Adair in
Corvallis, Oregon. Vernon and
Emma were already married and
their daughter, Mary Anne, was
born in July 1942, while they were
at Ft. Lewis, Olympia,
Washington. They remained with
him until he shipped out in July
1944. In October 1944, the
Deadeyes were part of the two-
division assault landing on Leyte in
the Phillipines and they fought
there until the spring of 1945.
There were over 10,000 Japanese
on Leyte, all of whom were killed
or captured. In February 1945,
Vernon received a battlefield com-
mission and was promoted from
Tech Sergeant to 2nd Lieutenant. 

The division was then filled
with replacements and was part of
a four-division assault landing in
April 1, 1945 (Easter Sunday) on
Okinawa, the southernmost island
of Japan. They were involved in
some of the most brutal fighting of
the war. The 96th Infantry Division
was one of only a few army divi-
sions to receive a presidential cita-
tion for valor for fighting the
Japanese. (Citations were more
commonly awarded to individuals;
this was a more singular event for
an entire unit.) Vernon was wound-
ed on April 10, 1945. He lay on a
stretcher for two days, then was
flown to Guam to the hospital.
About a month later he was flown
to Tripler General Hospital,
Honolulu for surgery. After two
months he was assigned to duty at
Schofield Barracks until October
1945, when he was sent back to
Camp Grant, Rockford, Illinois for
separation. 

“These Fighting 96th Deadeyes
have a very close bond. I would say
even more like family than the
Chile miners. We still exchange
letters and keep up with the wid-
ows and families. The wives and
daughters have their own auxiliary.
Email, telephone and letters and
cards are always welcome….We
have loved becoming a close knit
group. On the way home from the
San Antonio reunion, one couple
was killed in an auto accident. That
was July and we didn’t hear about
it until October. We had finally met
at their first reunion.” Louis Bosco
was Vernon’s best scout. “God rest
their souls.” 

Vernon and Emma have attend-
ed reunions all over the country
from Little Rock, Arkansas to
Memphis, Tennessee to Tulsa,
Oklahoma to San Antonio, Texas.
Most of the reunions are held in the
mid-west as most of the members
of the 96th came from that region.
The Deadeye Dispatch, published
quarterly, helps to keep all of these
men connected. In addition it is a
means of connection for descen-
dants of many old soldiers fami-
lies, men who barely if ever shared
their wartime experiences. The
Deadeyes have a wonderful web-
site 96thdeadeyes.org.  where you
can learn more of their brave and
selfless history. Or contact Vernon
at Vern96@aol.com. 

Remember—“Only two defin-
ing forces have ever offered to die
for you, Jesus Christ and a
Soldier—one died for your soul;
the other for your freedom.”
(Taken from Deadeye Dispatch,
Spring, 2010)

In Memory Of 
By George Brooks (Co. K 382nd Infantry) 

96th Infantry Division

Often have we wondered why
There must be war, and some must die.

Why the young, though fair they be,
Fall in the cause of liberty.

Though young they are, they seem to know
When freedom’s light doth flicker low;

And standing tall for all to see,
They give their lives to keep us free.
They shrink not from the awful strife,

And firmly dedicate their life;
Leaving us to ponder why,

And bear the sorrow when they die.

Ours is a trust we must not fail,
To make their memory prevail

And hold them in most reverent thought
For deeds that they so nobly wrought.

And so we dedicate our life
To victims of the awful strife,

And we must keep this sacred trust—
We know, dear God, they died for us.

Merry Christmas and
A HappyNew

Year
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by Yolanda Cerqueira 

These words were proudly uttered by our Christ the King parishioner,
Wedad Musharbash on October 14, 2010
along with 49 others in our new Bryan
Simpson United States Courthouse in
Jacksonville, Florida. 

It had been a long road for
Wedad Musharbash as she
entered this wonderful country
from Jordan when she was only
20 years old and a brand new
bride. At that time it was no
problem for her to obtain her
resident alien status and until
recently she had remained such.
Life can take many unexpected
twists and turns and unfortunately due
to some bumps in the road, citizenship
had to be put on the back burner, but the flame
continued to burn in her heart. 

If you have never had the privilege to be present at a naturalization
ceremony, you have missed a unique and moving experience. The
naturalization ceremony is held in the United States District Court on
Hogan Street in downtown Jacksonville. The building is new and the
court itself is located on the 13th floor and one can see all of downtown
Jacksonville.

There are requirements to become a citizen and Wedad had completed
all of them. For instance, one must have resided in this country for five
years, be able to read and write English, and be knowledgeable of
American history.  Of course there is an exam to be passed and the
applicant will be asked to read and write a sentence in English. The cost
for this is $700.00. Wedad was able to meet all the requirements with
flying colors. She received a letter informing her of the date to report to
the courthouse to be sworn in as a citizen. 

The ceremony itself is very impressive and is carried out with honor
and dignity. Each prospective new citizen is asked to stand and state their
name and country of birth. As an aside, the judge commented that this
particular group was represented by almost every country in the world. 

There are a number of dignitaries who speak to those awaiting
citizenship and what made such an impression was the number of times
that God was mentioned in the ceremony. When the judge enters, all rise
as is custom and he makes his welcoming remarks. The judge was the
Honorable Joel B. Toomey, who welcomed us all and asked that God
bless the United States and all here present today. 

The invocation was given by Laurel Owens from the Catholic
Lawyers Guild. She invoked the Holy Spirit on those who were to
become citizens and asked the Lord to protect, lead, and guide us all. The
writer mentioned this because it should be noted that the Lord is very
much alive and well in our southern courtrooms. As each of the
dignitaries spoke, God was an integral part of this whole process. 

After the oath of allegiance is taken by the citizens, they are called up
one by one and Judge Toomey hands each of them their document of
citizenship. Seeing the
faces of those new
citizens as they return to
their seats with smiles
or tears of joy made
everyone feel so good
to be an American. 

What we take for
granted means so much
to these brand new
citizens. We are
fortunate in this country
to have our freedom
which was gained for us
by our forbears. Let us
not forget that it did not
come easily and many
gave their lives so that
we could be free.  May
God continue to bless
our country and a hearty
welcome to our new
United States Citizen,
Wedad Musharbash.

I Am An
American Citizen by Darlene O’Neal

On September 10, 2010,
Homestead Air Force
Reserve Base held a
dedication of the Base Civil
Engineering Conference
Room to the memory of
Kevin Louis O’Neal who
died November 10, 2009.

Lt. Colonel Ted
Munchmeyer, Commander
of 482nd Fighter Wing of
Homestead ARB made the
arrangements for this very
special ceremony. 

Opening remarks were
by Colonel Donald R.
Lindberg, after which
medals and awards were
presented to three U.S. Air

Force airmen who arrived on the accident scene and tried in vain to save
Kevin’s life. 

A bronze memorial plaque with Kevin’s image was unveiled by his
wife, Cheri, and his oldest daughter, Keri. It will hang in the Civil
Engineering Conference Room as a lasting tribute. Family members and
base personnel attended the dedication and a reception that followed.

The inscription on the plaque reads:

“The Base Civil Engineering Complex Conference Room is dedicated
in honor of Kevin L. O’Neal, a talented Civil Engineer Flight member,
former Air Force NCO, accomplished musician and poet, youth
soccer coach, and devoted husband and father, and friend to all.
Having shared his considerable talents with the Homestead
community and Homestead ARB for over 20 years, establishing this
memorial after his tragic loss serves to recognize Kevin Louis
O’Neal’s many contributions to the success of Base Civil Engineering
and also pays lasting tribute to his enduring spirit, energy and
generous nature which enriches all who fondly remember him.”

It has been one year since Kevin’s death and this is my final article
about our son. His memory will never be forgotten, he will always remain
close in our hearts.

A Lasting Tribute

by Charm Saults

First, I would like to say
“Thank You” to all those
who donated their treasures
and those who donated their
time to making the Country
Store a huge success.

We took in a little over
$6,550.00. Less expenses the
bottom line to Christ the
King School was $6,200.00.

Now a special “Thank
You” to:

Walgreen’s
Knights of Columbus for

cooking Hot Dogs &
Hamburgers

Fil-Am for their Lumpia
The Coffee & Donut

Ministry
All the wonderful ladies

who donated to the Bake
Sale

And our vendors.

It is hard to put into words how rewarding it is to see everything come
together and so many that helped make it that way.

Now we need to plan on the next one April 29 and 30. Mark your
calendars. We will start accepting donations in January. Watch your
bulletin for further information.

This Time the Spotlight is for a
Lot of People
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ST. FRANCIS SOUP KITCHEN

by Frank Becht

The St. Francis Soup Kitchen is in operation at Immaculate
Conception Church in downtown Jacksonville at 134 East Church Street
in the Providence Center Building. It was started by Father Leon, former
pastor, now deceased, under the direction of Mary Korson to serve the
poor and homeless. It has been in operation since July 1979. Initially the
aim was just to serve meals on Saturdays and to open a clothes closet
twice a month. The operation has expanded to providing clothing every
week, 48 to 96 bags of canned goods every week, bread, reading glasses
and paperback books for needy individuals and families. All of this in
addition to the Saturday meals.

When Mary Korson retired the current Directors, Jim and Diane
McVety, took over.

The Soup Kitchen is supported entirely by volunteers and private
donations from many organizations, including the Knights of Columbus.
Dr. Frank Broome, PGK of Arlington Council 4727 felt this to be a good
program for the Knights and it has become a tradition of Council 4727 to
prepare peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for the fifth Saturday of the
month for many years. St. Catherine’s Church Youth Group provides
some sandwiches as does Assumption’s Youth Group. Some members of
the Order of Malta are regular volunteers also. Many other organizations,
businesses and youth groups help serve the weekly meals. Each Saturday

the soup kitchen gives a small breakfast at 7:00 a.m. to 125 people, cloth-
ing to 85 people from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and then serves lunch to
approximately 500 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Special Need
We are in need of men’s and women’s clothing listed below. We do
not need children’s clothing or winter jackets.
Men’s and women’s sneakers and comfortable shoes
Men’s  t-shirts and socks.
Men’s  and women’s new or used underwear
Men’s  jeans, and chino type pants
Small sized shampoo, deodorant, and lotion (new, please)
Razors, toothbrushes and toothpaste
Blankets
Towels and washcloths
Used paperback books
Backpacks 
Men’s work boots

If you have donations, please contact Jim or Diane at cricketjd@com-
cast.net or drop off at the soup kitchen on Fridays from 8:15 a.m. to 10:30
a.m. or Saturdays from 8:15 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

You can make a difference!

K’CEES
2010 - 2011

by Darlene O’Neal

The K’Cees, under the
direction of new president,
Carol Warwin, are planning
new and exciting things for
this year.

Following October’s
meeting, the ladies were
instructed on how to make a
rosary. New member Lynn
Monlezun brought the neces-
sary supplies and furnished
the know-how. Several ladies
made their rosaries in only
fifteen minutes.

It was voted to purchase
enough fabric to cover 23 tables
with something permanent at the
hall. This should keep down the
cost of plastic coverings over a
period of time. K’Cee member
Rose Marko volunteered to cut and
sew hems in the cloths. Thanks to
Rose, the tablecloths were ready
for the 2009-2010 Knights of
Columbus awards’ night October
26.

It was decided that non-perish-
able food items would be collected
for the food bank in time for the
holidays. A large box is provided at
the Knights’ hall for that purpose.

Plans were finalized for the
annual Christmas Dinner/Dance
that will be held December 11,
2010. You may contact any of the
officers for information: Carol
Warwin, 724-2540, Shirley
Mosley, 744-9522, Dolores
Bianco, 743-4999 or Darlene
O’Neal, 724-2857 . Reservations
must be made and the tickets will
go on sale in November. 

The K’Cees would like to
extend an invitation to those inter-
ested to join us for a fun-filled
night on December 11 at the
Christmas Dinner/Dance. Hope to
see you there!

Money Doesn’t Buy
Happiness

by Yolanda Cerqueira 

The day that our parish school celebrated the Blue Ribbon Ceremony
we had the privilege of having our own Bishop Victor Galeone in atten-
dance. He gave a very unique homily to the school children.  

He began by saying that the children were to pretend that they were at
home snug in their beds when they were awakened by angels sent to them
by God.  They were to ask for their fondest wish.  

“Maybe one of your wishes was that your grandmother would be
healed as she was ill or perhaps your dad had lost his job and he desper-
ately needed one, or maybe you were struggling in school and your wish
is to get good grades.  The common denominator for all those wishes is a
desire to be happy.”  

Bishop Galeone then stated that one should never wish for money as
money will never bring you happiness but God truly wants you to be
happy.  How do you know that?  Well, one of the first questions in the old
Baltimore Catechism was “Why did God make me?” And the answer is,
“God made me to know, love, and serve Him in this world and to be
happy with Him in the next.”  We were made for happiness.

“We all want to be happy, but sometimes people do not know how to
express love.  A Dad or Mom who never goes to a game you are playing
in or to an event you have in school doesn’t really show much love.
Maybe, however, they really don’t know how.  When we love someone
we want to spend time with them.   God loves you and He wants you to
spend time with Him.  How do you do this?  Well, you surrender your
heart to Him.  You tell Him that you love Him and that you are giving
Him your heart. Ask the Lord to stay with you all day long. He will, and
you will feel happy.” 

Bishop Galeone remarked that you were very lucky to have such good
parents who make sacrifices for you to be able to attend such an outstand-
ing school. How do you repay this?  Bishop was quick to say that you all
should be reaching out to help others and particularly your teachers by
doing your best.  “If you do this you are pleasing God and your parents
and you will be happy.”
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by Frank Becht
Knights of Columbus 128th Convention

On August 3, 2010, the Knights held the 128th Supreme Convention
at the Basilica of the National shrine of the Immaculate Conception in
Washington, D.C. It was attended by more than eight cardinals, 88 other
members of the hierarchy and 140 priests in addition to over 2000
members.

The Supreme Convention focused on the Gospel mandate of  charity
toward all. “I Am My Brother’s Keeper.”

In 2009, the Order donated more than $151 million to charity with
members donating 69.2 million service hours to worthy causes.
Membership increased 23,278 for a total of 1,808,671.

Special honor was paid to Brother Andre Bessette of Quebec, Canada,
who was canonized to sainthood on October 17, 2010, Canada’s first
native-born male saint. While it is unknown whether Brother Andre and
Venerable Father Michael McGiveney ever met, they were born in the
same time period and served the Church in the same areas of North
America. It has been said that Brother Andre often praised and
encouraged Knighthood in Quebec.

Rosary March

On October 2 Christ the King held a Rosary March in the parking lot
which was led by the Knights of Columbus Honor Guard. This was
followed by Mass and a brunch provided by the Vietnamese, the Fil Am
Group and the CKCCW. The turnout was enormous.

Country Store

Christ the King on October 15 and 16 held a huge country store sale
of all sorts of items from furniture to household items to office equipment.
You name it. 

This was a huge fundraiser, under the direction of Charm Saults, to
help renovate the Christ the King School playground and put a new roof
on the gym. The hope was to raise $7000. After all expenses the net was
$6200.00.

The Knights of Columbus cooked and served hotdogs and hamburgers
to feed hungry participants. Many other ministries provided support.

Knights of Columbus Charities

Grand Knight Michael Warwin has presented charity checks to
selected organizations: L’Arche Harbor House, Inn Ministry, Camp I am
Special, St. Gerard Campus and Emergency Pregnancy Services. Each
entity was most appreciative of the Council’s commitment to charity. A
special thanks was given to Past Grand Knights Jim Bonitatibus and
Dennis Scobie for their tireless effort.

Brotherly Care

Monthly visits to the homebound and those unable to attend Mass,
continue to be carried out by several dedicated Brothers and K’Cees.

Memorial Service

On November 5, the first Friday of the month, a special ceremony was
held after the Mass. A Special memorial service was held to honor and
pray for the 169 deceased brothers of Council 4727. Each deceased
brother’s name was announced and a candle lighted in his memory. At the
end, the names of the deceased K’Cees were read and a candle lighted in
their memory.

A special reception followed.

Knightly News

by Darlene O’Neal

Christ the King parish made an almost perfect sweep at the Awards
Night October 26, 2010. Past Grand Knight Ralph Mosley presented

awards to those he deemed most deserving during 2009-
2010.

The first to be recognized for his dedication
was RCIA graduate Ronnie Cumbie. Ronnie has
only been a Knight for a couple of years, but he
has proven himself time and again. Ronnie can
always be depended on to make sure things
are in order in the back room and to do
whatever else is asked of him. Ronnie also
made his Fourth Degree Knighthood this year.
He is a regular usher/greeter
at the 11:00 a.m. Sunday

Mass.
John Klinkenberg

was recognized for his
contributions not only to

activities at the Knights’ hall, but also with
the Camp I Am Special organization for the
handicapped. John loves to cook and has
been serving some very tasty dishes. Even if
he is unable to attend tailgating in person, he
drops off a pot of his really HOT chili. John is
the Deputy Grand Knight and does whatever is
needed. John made his Fourth Degree in the

spring and is one of the
younger men in Council 4727.

He is a valuable asset to the Knights of
Columbus. John and Wendy were selected
Family of the Year 2008-2009.

Helen and Bill Damato received
recognition for their many years of
dedication to keeping the charitable works
going with the organization and distribution
of sandwiches for the Soup Kitchen at
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church on

one Saturday a month. This involves
purchasing jars of peanut butter and jelly, loaves

of bread and gathering enough people to help with
the sandwich making. They also make sure the

sandwiches are delivered and served
the next morning downtown in
the church basement where
the needy are served a bowl
of soup and PBJ sandwich.
Bill has been a Knight for
many years and also
holds the Fourth Degree
title. Helen is and has
been with the K’Cees for
many years.

Louie O’Neal was
selected Knight of the Year for
his many contributions to the
Knights of Columbus. He is a
graduate of the RCIA program and joined the Knights the same year. He
made his Fourth Degree the following year and has been nonstop in the
Knights’ programs. He has served as Warden and both Inside and Outside
Guard. He is another one who likes to cook and can be seen over a grill
whenever needed. Louie is active in the parish; be it painting, gardening,
counting money, or helping with RCIA, he is dedicated to the project at
hand. He arises at 5:30 a.m. the third Tuesday of each month to collect the
bakery items from Publix to carry to the I.M. Sulzbacher Center where he
and his wife, Darlene,  prepare the dinner meal. Louie represented the
Knights when he helped with the renovation of the Emergency Pregnancy
Services clinic. He was awarded a plaque which hangs in the foyer at the
clinic, stating “The Most Dedicated Volunteer.”

Carol and Michael Warwin were selected Family of the Year for
2009-2010. This husband-and-wife team are also graduates of the RCIA
program. Michael made his Fourth Degree in the spring and they are both
outstanding representatives for the Knights of Columbus. Michael is the
new Grand Knight and Carol is the K’Cees president. She served as
Treasurer for three years prior. They are very active wherever there is a
need,  both in the parish or at the Knights’ hall. They serve as Eucharistic
Ministers at Mass and participate in Visitation of the Sick and Brotherly
Care ministries. They headed the Donut and Coffee Ministry for several
years and participated in the Just Faith program. They volunteered at
Road Cleanup Day and helped with the remodeling of the Emergency
Pregnancy clinic. They love spending special time with their children and
grandchildren as much as possible. 
Congratulations to everyone who received their awards, you all deserve

them! See you at the Knights of Columbus Hall.

Knights of Columbus Awards
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by Carol-Ann Black

Without a question our first general meeting was special. After Mass
we gathered in the Shirley David Hall for a covered dish dinner, our
“Coming Events Announcements” and then a guest speaker. Lori Rush is
an organ donation advocate and she spoke of her commitment and efforts
in that regard. The death of her brother and the donation of his organs to
a host of ailing recipients is what sparked her interest in this advocacy.
Should you have any further interest or questions about organ donation,
you can contact Lori at her website www.donatelifeflorida.org. 

CKCCW members attended and also assisted in the October Rosary
Procession on October 2. Of course, planning for the next one in May is
already underway. 

Barbara Crane, our Community Affairs chairperson, took the Children
Matter Campaign in hand and delivered to the Woodland Acres School an
amazing quantity of school items and clothing to supplement the needs of
the various teachers and students. Barbara was barely out the door and a
lovely thank you note had already been written.

Last spring when our parish school was making application for the
Blue Ribbon Award, they asked if CKCCW would purchase the blue rib-
bons for each child in the event of the win. We agreed and fulfilled that
obligation in time for the children to wear their ribbons with their uni-
forms for the various events held in celebration. Congratulations, Christ
the King School.

Planning is underway for our annual Living Rosary to be held this
year on Friday, December 3 after the 5:30 p.m. Mass. Over to the Shirley
David for the recitation of the Rosary and then into the Parish Hall for
covered dish dinner. We are hoping that the Knights of Columbus will be
joining us and that other parishioners will also find themselves able to
participate. 

Our biggest project for the year is our Bake Sale and Raffle which is
now scheduled for December 11 and 12 after all the Masses. We already
have in hand the Dell laptop computer that will be our first prize in the
raffle and the tickets will be distributed to the circles for selling. Be bold
and carry the tickets with you whenever you are with friends. Remember
all the wrapping paper and popcorn you have purchased from them and
their children. We have 1,000 tickets and would love to see every last one
sold. An admirable achievement it would be. 

Deanery Dinner will be on October 28 at Resurrection Parish.
Although, it is too late to plan to attend this year, keep it in mind for next
year. It is always fun to meet up with other CCW members of the other
affiliates. They present a wonderful dinner with a raffle and a speaker.

We need—-someone to take on the position of representative to All
Saints Nursing Home. Rita Wendell has done this job with enthusiasm
and joy for several years, and now would like to pass the responsibility to
another member.

Last note—-Marywood’s Cards and Coffee Advent program will be
held on December 6 beginning at 9:00 a.m. This is a wonderful way to
begin your Advent observance. Just give them a call at 287-2525.

CKCCW Chat

K’CEES
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS

Dinner/Dance
Knights of Columbus Hall

Arlington Expressway
December 11, 2010

Hors D’oeuvres …………..6:30 p.m.
Dinner Catered By Glen …7:00 p.m.

Music By DJ Ryan ….. 8:00 - 11:00 p.m.

$35.00 couple — $20.00 single

Reservations: 724-2857 or 744-9522

CKCCW
Holiday Bake Sale and Raffle

December 11 and 12, after all the Masses

Raffle First Prize:
Dell Inspiron 15 Laptop Computer

Second Prize: Basket of Cheer
Third Prize: Basket of Cheer

Tickets will be available early in November
from CKCCW members for 

$1.00 each
six for $5.00 or 12 for $10.00

by Mary Ann Sullivan

Emergency Pregnancy Service 2nd annual Stories of Hope was held
October 23 at the Touchdown Club at Everbank Field. Approximately 350
people gathered to hear Pam Tebow, mother of former Gator - now
Denver Bronco quarterback, Tim Tebow, tell her story. 

While doing mission work with her family in the Philippines, Pam
Tebow became pregnant with her fifth child, Timmy. A Philippine doctor
suggested that she abort the fetus because of the strong medications she
was being treated with for amoebic dysentery; this could cause serious
disabilities of the fetus.

When people ask her why she didn’t choose abortion, her answer is
fourfold – Master, manual, mindset, and mission.

The Master is the Lord. He is trustworthy, and He is love. Emergency
Pregnancy Service is a ministry of love, Mrs. Tebow said.

Our manual is the Bible. Saving moms and saving babies is God’s
work.

Mindset – “In Proverbs,” she said, “the Bible tells us as a man thinks in
his heart, so he is.” Pam Tebow encouraged everyone to think like a
servant which is the mindset of Christ. Serving does as much for the
servant as for the one being served. This mindset also helps us focus
on things above, on eternity. EPS is a ministry of kindness and mercy.

A mission gives your life purpose. The Tebows have built an orphanage
in the Philippines. Bob Tebow has been “buying” back little girls sold
in the sex slave industry there.

“So much of the world does not value life,” Pam Tebow said. “…It’s
hard to take the reality of abortion. Fifty-three million lives have been
aborted since Roe vs. Wade.”

“Changing Lives ... Saving Lives,” EPS has assisted women in crisis
for over 30 years. It was a thought- provoking and delightful evening.
Plan on attending next year. You won’t want to miss it.

EPS - Stories of Hope
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Blue Ribbon Students - Behind the Scene Talents
Here at Christ the King School we have our “Blue Ribbon Students.”

We have our starting centers on the basketball teams, our back flipping
cheerleaders, our National Junior Honor Society Students, our Honor Roll
students, and more. These students are often visibly recognized in person
or in print. But what about the students we don’t see every day? These
students are just as important to Christ the King School. With the help of
some English students, you are going to learn about some of the behind
the scene “Blue Ribbon Students.”   

I asked some English students to interview zookeepers at our school.
Zookeepers take care of the animals that live here in the school building.
The zookeepers are some of our behind-the-scene heroes at Christ the
King who work hard and excel at what they do every day. The English
students are heroes as well. They took time out of their busy schedule to
interview the zookeepers and then use the information to form a well-
developed paragraph. The paragraphs are below:

I interviewed Madeline Trepangnier. Her homeroom classroom is 7A.
The animal she takes care of is the snake, Reggie. Reggie is located in the
back of the science lab on top of the cabinets. She informed me of how
she became a zookeeper.   She needed parental permission and she had to
ask Mrs. Gagnon, our science teacher.   Madeline told me that she enjoys
taking care of animals and likes their company. Her tips for people who
want to be zookeepers are to make sure you wash your hands before and
after you handle the animals and don’t be afraid to touch the snakes unless
you are a mouse!!!

Written by Emmy Tacket, 7A

Shelby Asher (homeroom 7A) is a zookeeper for Mrs. Gagnon, our
Christ the King science teacher. As a zookeeper, Shelby Asher takes care
of the many classroom pets in our Christ the King science lab. Her main
animal is Mrs. Gagnon’s corn snake. This corn snake is named Sherbert.
Her job is to give the snake food, water, clean the cage, and check on a
regular basis to see if the snake is safe and healthy. To become a Christ
the King zookeeper, Shelby explains that a student must request a
permission form that is to be signed by his or her parent or legal guardian.
Shelby had become a Christ the King zookeeper because she has
experience in caring for animals, loves giving her time to help around her
school, and has a strong love for all animals. Shelby’s advice for any
future students who want to become zookeepers is to love all of the lab
animals, be responsible, and very gentle. Her advice for future snake
zookeepers is to be slow and gentle, do not use gloves, and ensure that
your complete love is shown to the snake. 

Written by Matthew Sihachak, 8A

At this time I would like to recognize not only these two wonderful
zookeepers, but my English students as well. Thank you Emmy, Matthew,
Shelby, and Madeline for all that you do for Christ the King. 

Stay tuned for the next issue of the Christ the King Courier for more
work and information about the behind the scenes “Blue Ribbon
Students”! 

Blue Ribbon -Teachers’ view
The Blue Ribbon

Ceremony on October
15 was the occasion
for two Christ the
King teachers to write
down their thoughts
as the event unfolded.

Joanne Fowler -
Last Friday at our
Blue Ribbon
Ceremony I sat
watching as each
teacher was called to
the altar as their years
of service were
announced. When my
name was called, the
past thirty-one years
flashed through my

mind as if it were just yesterday. I can hardly believe I came to Christ the
King as a young mother of two, and now I’m a grandmother of three. I
feel truly blessed to have spent three decades teaching at this wonderful
school that is so close to my heart. I have made many lasting friendships
with staff members, teachers, parents, and students as well. (I’m now
teaching children of former students.) I also feel great pride in Christ the
King for all that our school has accomplished. God has gifted our school
with great leaders, talented teachers, and outstanding students in all of my
thirty-one years. Our physical plant has changed and been updated
throughout the years to keep up with the current trends in education.

Some things, the really important things, have always remained the same.
We are first and foremost a Catholic school, and we keep God as our
focus each and every day. Christ the King is a second home to me, and I
can’t imagine teaching anyplace else. My faith has been enriched by
being here and I’m sure that teaching at Christ the King has been God’s
plan for me.

Mrs. Cooney—-Random Thoughts. Things that have remained the
same—-a good school striving to be great; academic rigor; depart-
mentalized middle school; teacher longevity benefits the students;
pleasant work environment; faith based; Jesus-centered.

Things that have changed—-socio-economic demography; data
driven accountability; monthly newsletter; “at-risk” early intervention-
Title1; improved technology; campus capital improvements and
maintenance; eight levels of middle school math to accommodate
students’ abilities.  

Why I keep working here—-Since 1988 working to improve math
program; my parish for 53 years; graduate of CK; fortunate to have taught
my own two daughters, all nieces and nephews and now grandniece and
nephew enrolled. 

Importance of what our school has accomplished—-Positive
feedback from CK graduates successfully working professionally;
currently teaching children of former students; national recognition of
Blue Ribbon Award 2010; annual Math-A-Thon to benefit St. Jude
Childrens’ Hospital; ITBS testing consistently above diocesan averages;
citywide-service to community through Student Council philanthropies;
donations to Catholic Charities and St. Vincent de Paul Society year after
year.

A motivational speaker once said, “You are either green and
growing or ripe and rotten.” CK has chosen to “Go green.”
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JohnArmon Antolin
Austin Asher
Hayley Broekman
Rhett Butler
Christian Mikel Chan
Brandon Chin
Darby Clower
Jan Edward Dela Cruz
Brandon Diaz
Andrew Dinh
Parker Frye
Palmer Frye
Stephanie Grochmal
Kelsey Hayes
Elizabeth Holland
Peter House
Jason Infante
Rebecca Jones
Stephanie Joost
Ezekiel Juego
Madelyna Khoury
Jonathan Koch
Sarah Koch
Paul Longenecker
Clayton Ludwig
Brendan McClellan
Miranda McCown

Ashlea McCrone
John McCrone
Jason Mollenhour
Hansy Monrose
William Morgan
Andy Nguyen
Amanda Niesen
Conner Noe
Elizabeth O’Malley
Andrew Raesemann
Royce Reyes
Lauren Reynolds
Alexandra Richer
Christopher Saliba
Madison Shaw
Katie Smith
Kelsey Smith
Kaitlyn Tackett
Aleeza Tecson
Timothy Vergenz
Charles Wendel
Danielle Wheeler
Courtney Wildes
Richard Williamson
Emily Wolfe
David Yarborough
Robert Yarborough

High School Honor Roll
Bishop Kenny Honor Roll

1st Quarter 2010-2011

Bishop John J. Snyder High School
Second Honors

Amber Smith

by Jean Sell

Father Sean Lynskey made a short trip to Jacksonville while on vaca-
tion from Australia and it was wonderful to see him again. Father Sean
lived at Christ the King for fifteen months about twelve years ago. During
his visit he stayed at the home of Jean and Howard Sell. As it was
September, they hosted a Half-Way-To-St.Patrick’s Day party and friends
were truly happy to see him. On Wednesday evening at Culhanes Irish
Pub, Father Sean reunited with Monsignor Danaher and some other
friends.

Father Sal had had surgery on his arm, so Father Sean helped out at
Christ the King saying Mass on Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. and Wednesday at
6:30 a.m., when afterwards someone came in to say, “Welcome, Father
Seamus O’Flynn, happy to see you again.” Father Sean responded, “Right
country, wrong priest.” (Ireland, of course.)

Father Sean is now stationed in Brisbane, Australia, in a parish found-
ed by the Spiritans (Holy Spirit fathers) in 1974. He is at a Holy Spirit
Church with about 600 regulars at the weekend Mass and a school with
570 students.

Father Sean worked in Sierra Leone in Africa for 21 years. When civil
war broke out, he had to flee the country—-in the baggage compartment
of a small plane, the last space left. It was a pleasure to renew our friend-
ship for a few days.

Welcome Father Sean Lynskey

COUNTRY STORE
Getting a head start. I know we just finished the big

sale and, yes, it was a success story. We are going to do
it again on April 29 and 30. To be a success

we need to start now. To keep costs at a minimum we
need sandwich bags, quart, gallon & 2-gallon plastic
bags donated, plus duct tape, package tape & regular
tape, garage sale stickers and fine-line magic markers. 
Next, everyone needs to start saving items to donate.

Collections will begin in January.
Any questions please call Charm 721-9827 or stop by the

Religious Article Store.

Submitted by Carol-Ann Black

I had an abundance of mushrooms the other day and I  found a great
recipe in a Garage Sale-find cookbook titled Cucina Rapida, by Clifford
Wright.

Sauté of sausage, mushrooms, and artichokes

Serves 2 but doubles to a generous 4

3 Tbsp. olive oil
3 links sweet Italian sausage, cut into ½ inch chunks
½ pound shitake or cremini mushrooms, cleaned and halved (I used half
white mushrooms but portabellas would be great too.)
Salt and pepper to taste
1 sprig fresh rosemary, leaves removed and chopped (I used twice the
rosemary, it is delicious)
8 marinated artichoke hearts (one jar)
2 Tbsp. dry white wine (I used ¼ cup)
1 Tbsp. chopped fresh parsley

Heat the olive oil in a large sauté pan over medium-high heat for 1
minute. Add the sausage and cook, stirring until browned on all sides,
about 4 to 5 minutes. Stir in the mushrooms, salt and pepper, and the
chopped rosemary and cook for 10 minutes, stirring occasionally.

Add the artichoke hearts and white wine, and cook for 2 minutes.
Serve garnished with a sprig of rosemary and the parsley.

Recipe
Corner

RELIGIOUS ARTICLE STORE

There is always a need for additional
volunteers in the store.

HOWEVER, the need is critical as we
approach this holiday season.

Charm is having surgery in December AND
three working volunteers are no longer available.

PLEASE, see Charm in the store any Sunday or
Call her to offer your assistance at 721-9827.
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Thanksgiving,  Thanksliving

We give you thanks, dear Lord above
For all your living, giving love

For life itself, that gift most dear
For wondrous scents and things to hear,

For things to taste and feel and see,
For things to love and do and be,

For mountains, tow’ring high, to climb
For valleys, cool, and hills sublime.

For oceans, rivers, lakes and streams,
For sun’s bright rays, and soft moonbeams.

For all the gifts that we enjoy 
Our thanks we raise and praise employ!

We give you thanks, dear Jesus true,
For all the things you came to do.

For taking on our mortal frame
When to our world, a child you came,
For living, teaching, helping, caring,
Healing, preaching, loving, sharing.

For suffering our fate, and then
For rising back to life again,

Ascending high to cloudy skies,
Preparing homes in paradise

For all the gifts brought by your living
We offer now our high Thanksgiving!

We thank you, Spirit, breath and fire, 
For all the gifts that you inspire.

For faith that makes our future bright
And fills our lives with hope and light.

For love that seems to have no end
When shared with family or a friend.

For joy that lifts our happy hearts
With music, hobbies, sports and arts.

For fellowship at feast and meal
For hugs and laughs and smiles that heal.

For all the gifts inspired and true
We offer now our thanks to you

Dear Father, Holy Spirit, Son
We join our thanks and praise as one

Now, may our works of thankful giving
Break forth in lives of thankful living.

Congratulations!
Victor  Benito  Galeone

On  the  Jubilee  of  your  Priesthood
Thank  you  for  your  faithful  service  to

the  people  of  God

Christ the King
Child Care Center Update

Theresa Little and Frank Japour

Remember the November issue of a year ago?  Front page featured the
dedication of the new Child Care Center.  A year down the road now and
I thought it would be interesting to check with Theresa, the director of the
Center, and our parish administrator as to how things have worked out.  

First, Theresa: The first point I would like to make is that since we
have opened, our number has remained consistently high. This year we
were able to send 13 students to the parish school for kindergarten. This
exposure is of benefit to both the Child Care Center, the school and the
parish. Now that we are in our new modern facility, we are looked on as
a model for other facilities throughout the city. 

Now, Frank Japour: Our Christ the King Child Care Center is THE
profit center for Christ the King parish. It is the singular parish entity that
operates at a profit, which largely enables the parish to provide a level of
support for infrastructural needs, and subsidy of the school. The Center is
a nucleus for new generations of Christ the King families. In short, our
Child Care Center is an indispensable element of our faith community in
which we should take great pride. It has been for some time one of only
seventeen five-star child care facilities in all of Duval County, and now it
is housed in a completely modern and up-to-date facility that attracts new
interest constantly.


