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by Imogene T. Praxedes

“The only way to glorify God and to build peace in the world consists in the humble and trusting acceptance of the gift of

CHRISTMAS, LOVE.”

-Pope Benedict XVI

For nine faith-filled days the Filipino parishioners of Christ the King Church opened their hearts completely in order to share

with the entire parish a most beloved Filipino Christmas tradition called Simbang Gabi. It is a tradition that has been passed down

by their ancestors since the 17th century.

Simbang Gabi is a special nine-day novena to the Blessed Mother. Traditionally it

starts on December 16. The availability of the church necessitated the Simbang Gabi

organizers to schedule the novena from December 11 to December 19. They are

sincerely grateful to their pastor, Father Thanh, for his support and encouragement.

Simbang Gabi is so ingrained in the Filipino psyche that it is celebrated around the

world by devout Filipino Catholics. It is especially true for the Filipino community of

this parish. The vision of the organizers was to share this unique Christmas practice of

devotion and piety of the Filipinos. Another vision was to pass on to the Filipino youth

and young adults the values, customs, and traditions. It is hoped that they will be able

to inculcate such knowledge into their lives.

Monsignor Rudy Villanueva of the Archdiocese of Cebu, Philippines graciously

accepted the invitation to celebrate the nine evening novena Masses. The organizers

held him in high esteem and felt no one else could best initiate, hopefully, the first of

future Simbang Gabi Masses at Christ the King Church. In spite of the fact that

Monsignor is busy attending to the construction of a Seminary in Cebu he still took the

time to see the vision implemented. Ordained in 1963 Monsignor’s homilies were

faith-filled and inspiring. This man of many talents is a role model for the young. 

Christ the King’s music director, Tina Harrell, enthusiastically worked with Nylor Solis to put together a list of Filipino songs

for the novena Masses. They put in many hours researching and learning which songs to include in the lineup. Rehearsals with

the choir started weeks before December. There is no doubt that Tina and Nylor’s passion and enthusiasm inspired the choir to

sing from the heart. Everyone in the Filipino community appreciates Tina’s generous gift of her time and talent.

Simbang Gabi 2010

continue on page 9
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What a wonderful Christmas and Epiphany! It was a pleasure to see
everyone as we celebrated the birth of Jesus. What a blessing! And the
Epiphany! It was great to see everyone come out for our Eucharistic
celebration, the many languages spoken that day brings to mind the
diversity of our parish community. 

In honor of these celebrations, many volunteers came forth to decorate
our sanctuary for the Christmas Season and prepare our hall for the
spectacular meal that was served right after the Mass of the Epiphany.
Special thanks to Pam Jones, Michelle Norton, and Terry Volgelsang for
their hard work in decorating the sanctuary and my sincerest thanks to all
who made the Epiphany a great success! The music was delightful.
Thanks go to Tina Harrell, the CTK Choir, the CTK Handbell Choir, The
Vietnamese Choir, The Fil-Am choir and members of the Jacksonville’s
Chamber Brass Symphony musicians during the Christmas Season. Such
hard work deserves a standing ovation! 

So many celebrations in such a short time, in no time at all we were
celebrating the Baptism of our Lord. His baptism gives us both an
example to follow and the memory of our own baptism. Most of us were
too small to actually remember our own baptism but our loving family
members and godparents have shared with us their memory of the time we
were baptized. Others do remember their baptism as they were older and
they share their baptism moments as they spread the Good News to others.

When I reflect on the life of Jesus, I can’t help but be humbled by the
example He set for us. I strive to reflect that example every day.
Sometimes I succeed in my efforts. Sometimes I fail. Jesus does more
than preach; He shows us how to love our fellow man. He reaches out to
tax collectors and sinners. He forgives them. He reaches out to the poor
and to those hungry for the love that only God can provide. He preaches
the Good News to them and shows them how to be tolerant. He reaches
out to the children and to those who are childlike. He shows them patience
and blesses them.

The baptism of Jesus at the Jordan confirms and manifests His
mission and His identity. Jesus is “the beloved Son of the Father.”  Isn’t
this our baptismal identity and mission as well? We are His Chosen, His
beloved sons and daughters. He put His life in service, a service expressed
so powerfully in the washing of the feet at the Last Supper. “The Son of
Man came not to be served but to serve.” Then, the very next day, He
sacrificed His life on the cross for the service of all humankind. Through
the example of Jesus at His death and resurrection, we pass from sin to
grace, from death to life. We are no longer separated from our loving
Father. We are called to experience His favor; in our hearts and lives we
are to experience that peace which the world cannot give or take away.

Through our baptism, we are called to be the disciples of Jesus, to
share and continue the mission of Jesus. How? In our everyday lives we
may not do great things, but we have the power to do good things. We can

work for justice and
promote the dignity of
persons in our family,
parish and community. We
can volunteer to be readers,
ushers, Extraordinary
Eucharistic Ministers. We
can join the catechists to
educate our children to
know God and Jesus’
teaching in Religious
Education for Children. We
can serve the poor by
joining the Saint Vincent de
Paul Society. We can help
the people at Harbor House
and the elderly to ensure
their quality of living. We
can help to remove the
blindness of ignorance and
prejudice. We can help lift
the darkness of the mind by
volunteering to help others
learn to read.

These are only a few examples of what we can do in order to continue
the work that Jesus started. I’m sure you can think of others. All of us have
been commissioned…not just priests and religious. You do not have to
wait for permission from your father, mother, sister or brother to do good
works. That permission belongs to you by virtue of your baptism.

A special mission has been given to parents. It is a mission you
accepted when you chose to have your children baptized. The Sacrament
of Baptism is only the beginning as is stated in the Rite of Baptism:

The Celebrant: You have asked to have your child baptized.
In doing so you are accepting the responsibility of training
him/her in the practice of the faith. It will be your duty to bring
him/her up to keep God’s commandments as Christ taught us, by
loving God and our neighbor. Do you clearly understand what you
are undertaking?

Parents: We do (Rite of Baptism)
As a reminder to us all: Every time you enter the Church for Mass or

adoration or any prayer service you dip your hand into the baptismal font
and you make the sign of the cross. When you do, take the time to think
of your duty, your call, and God’s statement of your commission:

You are my Beloved in whom I am well pleased. Go, be my
disciple.

Stations of the Cross—-every Friday in Lent at 7:00 p.m. in the church.

Lenten Mission April 9-13              Penance Service —- April 12 at 7:00 p.m.

Solemn Stations of the Cross —-Good Friday at noon in the church.

Holy Thursday—-Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper—-at 6:00 p.m. in the church.

Good Friday—-Celebration of the Lord’s Passion—-at 3:00 p.m. in the church.

Good Friday—-Celebration of the Lord’s Passion in Vietnamese—-at 6:00 p.m.

Saturday—-Easter Vigil Mass—-8:00 p.m.

Schedule of Lenten Devotion
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Letters

Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier certain
inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the Bible,
gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct quotes
from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore, if  His,
He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not capitalized
in the original, we do not “correct” them.

Dear Parishioners of Christ the King Catholic Church:

On behalf of our Board of Directors, staff and volunteers, I am writ-
ing to thank you for donating Christmas gifts to Catholic Charities for
children of our clients. Your generosity helped many families to celebrate
Christmas and is sincerely appreciated.

The goal of Catholic Charities is to keep families safe and secure in
their homes. We provide emergency financial assistance for rent, mort-
gage and utilities; offer guidance to help them get back on their feet; and
provide training to avoid future crises. Most of those we serve in our
Emergency Assistance program are low-income working families who
have been able to meet basic expenses until the loss of a job or a major,
unexpected expense forces them into financial crisis. Through our
Refugee Resettlement program we help people, who have been designat-
ed as legal refugees by the U.S. State Department, begin the journey to
self sufficiency in their new homeland. The refugees we serve have
endured long years in refugee camps, separation from families, or even
torture.

In both programs the families we serve often have other unmet needs
that we would not be able to meet without the in-kind donations we grate-
fully receive from generous donors like you. On behalf of all of us at
Catholic Charities, thank you for reaching out to those in need and for
your generous in-kind donation.
Sincerely,
Laura M. Hickey
Executive Director, Catholic Charities

I would like to send my thanks and blessing for providing my kids
with such beautiful gifts. Without the gifts you purchased, I don’t know
how it would all be possible.
Again, thank you.
Have a blessed holiday, K&A family

I would like to thank everyone who helped my family during the hol-
idays. We are so grateful. God bless everyone!
H family

Thank you so much for the toys, gifts and the bicycle! My daughter
had the bicycle on her Christmas list!

Thank you, thank you so much .
God Bless

Merry Christmas, K&L

I wanted to thank everybody that has helped me and my family to
receive Christmas presents for my children. I am very grateful and I can-
not express enough thank you’s from the bottom of my heart.

My children will appreciate this holiday season. Thanks to every-
body’s warm heart.
Thank you so much, J B

Thank you guys and ladies from the bottom of our hearts. You are
truly a blessing to many.
Thanks, A P & family

I just want to take this time to say thanks for helping me and my girls.
Have a Merry Christmas. 

Thank you, thank you
“Have a Happy Holiday”, O F

To Whom this may concern. I D—— and family really appreciate
your help for the holidays. Thanks a million. May God bless you.
Love, sincerely, D and family

To whom it may concern. This is J——M—— a father of 2 who
received gifts for Christmas for my kids including a bike for my daugh-
ter. I would just like to say thank you very very much. Your kindness is
appreciated. Hope you have as good a holiday as you made for me and
my kids.
Thanks, J M

Thank you so much for your kindness for my kids. Without you, this
would not have been a great Christmas.
N D

God Bless you. I thank you so much, I am so happy, and I know my
kids will be so pleased.

I pray God gives it back to you 10 times over.
Thank you, L

by Carol-Ann Black

With any good luck the worst of
the winter is gone and with its pass-
ing we usher in preparations for our
spring holidays. Guidelines for
Lenten observance and specific
scheduled activities leading us to the
Easter season are among the more important items in this issue of
Courier. Many of the Why Catholic? groups will embark on the third
group of sessions for that program and in the days before Easter we will
have our annual parish mission. On page 28 read all about it. Deacon
Ralph tailors each mission to the character of the parish and I guarantee
that we, as individuals and as a parish, will be different (new improved
versions one would hope) at the end of this spiritual venture.

Have you been following Mitzi’s job search/spiritual adventure in the
recent issues of the Courier? There is a new installment on page 10. Lots
of joy to be found this time. And how about Claretta’s (mis?)adventure
with her raffle-prize-house? More to the saga on page 21. Not too sure
about joy on this score. 

You have heard via various grapevines that there will be changes
made in the English translation of the Mass, effective in the first week of
advent this year. To make these changes understandable, Mickey Kenny
has supplied a chart of the parts of the Mass that will change and what
the differences will be. In this issue she has included only a portion of the
entire Mass. The balance will appear in May and in August. Mickey’s
second article is about the Cenacle movement, whose purpose is to return
to physical and spiritual health those suffering drug or alcohol addictions.

In this issue of our Courier you will see messages of thanks (Letters),
articles about a few of our dedicated volunteers and ads for all sorts of
worthy activities that support the parish or Harbor House or “Camp I Am
Special” and more. These all speak to the stewardship of our gifts from
our God. They all tell us that the spirit of stewardship is alive and well at
Christ the King and that welcoming new parishioners will continue to be
the trademark of our parish life. 

I hope that you enjoy this issue of the Courier and that you will look
forward to the May issue in a few months. Be sure to take extra copies of
our paper for neighbors or friends near or far. 

Editor’s

Corner

May is the month of Mary,
but May is more than just May

crowning.

Come join the whole community of 
Christ the King,

for the Holy Rosary Procession &
Mass to honor the Blessed Mother.

Saturday, May 7 at 8:15 a.m.
at the Grotto
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Please remember the poor and the hungry during Lent. Rice
Bowls will be available after Masses in the first week of Lent. Keep
them out and in sight and accessible to receive loose coins often.
Monies collected will fund Catholic Relief development projects in
agriculture, microfinance, mother and child health, education and
HIV and AIDS relief. 

Lenten Prayer

Good and Gracious God, You who are full of compassion, help

us to show compassion towards others this Lent. During this

holy season we pray that we may be transformed, fast in

solidarity with those who are hungry, learn to live with less,

and give so that others may live. May we join in solidarity as

one human family and love one another as You love each of us.

Dear Father Thanh,

On behalf of the staff and the clients of Emergency Pregnancy
Services (EPS) we would like to thank you and the members of Christ the
King Catholic Church for your incredible donation of diapers collected
during our 2010 Diaper Drive. We truly appreciate your generosity in this
busy Holiday Season.

For more than 35 years, EPS has been known throughout the
community as a place for women to come for guidance, compassion, and
real assistance during times of crisis and unplanned pregnancies. Our
programs, dependent on your support, allow us to show families that they
are not alone and help is available. 

Due to the generosity of your church members we were able to collect
a great deal of diapers. This wonderful donation will enable us to help
families throughout 2011. This year alone, EPS will serve over 3,500
families. Please pray for us as we continue our ministry to defend and
promote life.

Warmest regards,
Suzanne G. Crittenden
Executive Director
Emergency Pregnancy Services

2010 Diaper Drive

Thank You

The family would like to thank God for this Blessing.
Also the following:  Father Thanh, Father Sal, Father Steven,
Father Joe, Monsignor Danaher & Christ the King friends.

“The Eyes Tell the Story”

Adoption NOT Abortion 

“Not Flesh of my Flesh
Nor Bone of my Bone;

But still miraculously my own
Never forget for a single minute;
You didn’t grow under my heart

You grew in it!”

Author: Fleur Conkling Heylinger

EPS - EMERGENCY PREGNANCY

SERVICES - ALL LOCATIONS

2010 Abortion-minded women visiting EPS— 137

2010 BABIES SAVED — Total 113



by Frank Becht, PGK

The “Father Thanh Story” was
originally published in May 2005.
But Father Thanh has been
administrator/pastor at Christ the
King for more than ten years.
Much has happened in this time
and it seemed timely to reprint his
story and bring it up to date.  Christ
the King is a very diverse parish
with many families who do not
really know him.

Father Thanh’s goal has always
been to be “A Simple Country
Priest.” His life at Christ the King
has been anything but simple.
Following the original article is an

update of his ministry at Christ the
King. 

Father Thanh’s Story

On February 22, 2005, The
Arlington Knights of Columbus
had a special meeting to honor the
pastor of Christ the King for his
appointment as the council’s new
co-Chaplain and to get to know him
better. The evening was a night of
details heard for the first time by
many about our pastor who has
been with us for nine years.

Early Childhood

The program was a full 45
minutes of interesting details of a
kid born of a strong Catholic family
in Vietnam. His father served 27
years in the Vietnamese Army. His
mother was a typical Vietnamese
housewife and mother of 11
children who was loaded down
with bringing up a large family at a
time when the country was at war. 

Father Thanh was the second
oldest of eight boys and three girls.
All are alive; two remain in
Vietnam, four are in Texas, four in
Connecticut and Father Thanh here
in Jacksonville. He spent most of
his elementary education in
Catholic schools; in 1966, he

entered St. Joseph Seminary, a
small diocesan institute in Vietnam.
His goal at that early stage of life
was to be a mathematics teacher
and play soccer with his students. 

He found seminary life
difficult, early rising, long days and
“profound” silence. In 1974, he
took his first vows of poverty,
chastity and obedience. In 1975
when the Communists took over
the country, seminary life was
disrupted to the point that they had
to work the rice farms in order to be
allowed to continue as seminarians.
By December 1978, this limited
lifestyle was interrupted and this
small group of 2 priests and 11
brothers were put under house
arrest and forced to go back to their
families. They were closely
watched wherever they went and
required to get passports whenever
they went outside their village.
They were forced to do manual
labor for whatever need arose. 

Boat Trip to Philippines

On July 16, 1979 Father Thanh
and his family of 26 people,
including aunts and uncles, were
able to slip out of Cam Ranh Bay in
a small motor boat about 28 feet
long and 6 feet wide. The next day
they experienced strong winds; by
the 3rd day they knew it was a
tropical storm. The boat seeped
water badly and they worked really
hard to keep it afloat. Father
Thanh’s father was the navigator
and kept the boat “going with the
wind.”

By the 4th day, the storm
subsided and the sea became calm,
but their troubles did not end. The
boat motor cracked down; they
rigged a small sail to keep the boat
moving.

By the 8th day, they ran out of
food and water causing them to
experience thirst and hunger the
next ten days. Father Thanh says,
“We experienced helplessness; we
experienced hopelessness. We
survived with prayers and God’s
gift from heaven. We prayed
morning and evening- rosary was
part of it. Three times, it rained.
Each time one cup of rain water for
each.”

By the 17th day everyone was
totally exhausted when someone
saw a mountain in the distance.
They rowed with renewed vigor; all
fatigue had been lost. On the 18th
day, they landed on the shores of
the Philippines. All 26 were alive
and well.

Father Thanh prayed, “Lord, I
thank you for rescuing me and my
family through this ordeal. This
new life of mine is your gift and
blessing. I dedicate the rest of my
life for your intention.” August 3rd
was declared an annual day of
celebration by the family. Each
year, August 3rd is a special day of
prayer and thanksgiving. All the
disappointment of not being
discovered by numerous passing
ships and planes over that 18 day
period was forgotten.

The next 10 months were spent
in a refugee camp in the
Philippines. I suspect Father Thanh
and his family wondered why they
ever left Vietnam for it was like
living in a slum. The difference was
the hope “to come to a third
country- whether European
countries, Canada, Australia or the
United States.” The family was
able to come to the United States
because his father had been in the
Army and an aunt lived in
Beaumont, Texas.

New Life in the States

In June 1980, the family flew
from Manila to Beaumont, Texas
where they were reunited with
Father Thanh’s aunt. Upon arriving
in the United States, the seed of
vocation came alive again and
Father Thanh was interested in
continuing his religious vocation.
He had an acquaintance from his
order in Vietnam who worked for
Catholic Charities in Hartford,
Connecticut. After a two day
Greyhound bus ride, he arrived to
begin his new life transition; he
spoke little English, working at
Catholic Charities in various
menial jobs such as washing dishes,
cleaning floors and the like for his
keep. He spent many hours learning
English; being a good student and a
fast learner he was able to get a part
time job as a bilingual teacher at a

Hartford public school in the spring
of 1981. In the fall of 1981, he took
a full time job as a bilingual teacher
in a Hartford public school and
became a night student of
electronics at the Hartford
Technical College.

Life was busy the next few
years, but he had not forgotten his
vow. He visited his pastor at Our
Lady of Sorrows Church where he
was welcomed and introduced to
the La Salette Vocation Director,
who in turn introduced him to a
program of writing his
autobiography, multiple interviews,
psychological testing, and
completion of application forms for
the priesthood or brotherhood.

When he filled out the
application form, he checked that
he wished to be a “brother.” Father
Thanh was experiencing doubts
about his role in the religious life.
He liked to teach and he thought
that he could do this best as a
brother. When the vocation director
reviewed it, he called Father Thanh
in and told him that he wanted him
to reconsider making application
for “priest” since he had done so
well in his studies, that he should
be a priest. 

In 1984, he began study of
Philosophy at Merrimack College.
After two years of intensive study
he graduated with a Cum Laude
achievement that he refers to as
“Amazing Grace.” He immediately
began his novitiate year in
Washington, D.C. in 1987 and took
his first vow with the La Salette
Order. He graduated from the
Weston School of Theology in May
1990 and was ordained as Deacon
in June 1990.

Atlanta Experience

As Deacon he was assigned to
serve at St. Thomas the Apostle
Church at Smyrna, Georgia where
he served the Vietnamese
community. One year later, he was
ordained as a priest in Hartford,
Connecticut. He was again
assigned to St. Thomas the Apostle
as Parochial Vicar, continuing to
serve the Vietnamese community.
In 1994, he was assigned as
Parochial Vicar at St. Ann in
Marietta, Georgia.

Life in Jacksonville

Over the years, Northeast
Florida, particularly Jacksonville,
has become home to a sizeable
Vietnamese community. Many did
not speak English and felt isolated
in the various Catholic
communities; they sought a
Catholic community in which they
could continue to celebrate their
faith in their own language. 

In 1991, Monsignor Mortimer
Danaher, then Pastor of Christ the
King, invited Father Thanh to
Christ the King. In the next four
years, they developed a cohesive
community under the leadership of                         

continue on  page 6
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Father Paul Tram. Father Tram was

forced to resign his position with

the community as a result of

developing cancer. He returned to

Vietnam where he died in 1995. As

a result of the efforts of former

Bishop John Snyder, Father Thanh

Nguyen was assigned to Christ the

King as Parochial Vicar to serve the

Vietnamese community.
In 1999, as a result of Father

Robert Baker, our pastor, becoming
Bishop Bob of Charleston, South
Carolina, Father Thanh was
appointed as Administrator of
Christ the King. Upon the
appointment of Father Bob
McDermott as pastor, Father Thanh
returned to his role as Parochial
Vicar serving the Vietnamese
community. On September 14,
2001, Father Thanh became the
pastor of Christ the King as result
of the transfer of Father Bob
McDermott.

Father Thanh has served Christ
the King well and he continues to
do likewise for the Vietnamese
community. We are lucky to have
such a dedicated spiritual leader as
our pastor.

It might seem as though Father
Thanh is all work and no play; not
so! He plays tennis on a regular
basis and sometimes with the
Bishop. He refers to himself as the
“Buffalo Boy.” He plays and sings
with his guitar. At many of the
parish functions such as the
Vietnamese New Year, Epiphany
and the Ministry Dinner, he is
known to sing some of his favorite
cowboy songs. He has become
known as “The Singing Vietnamese

Cowboy.” You should see his “get
up.”

God’s Will

Father Thanh tested God’s will
many times but God did not give up
on him. First, he was good at
mathematics and technology,
envisioning himself as a teacher; he
liked to teach. Then, he tried to opt
out of the priesthood by becoming
a brother but God challenged him.
Next, as a result of being assigned
to small communities in Georgia,
he looks upon himself as a “Simple
Country Priest.”

Would you consider Christ the
King a “Simple Country Parish?”
Even though he has submitted

totally to God’s will, he still aspires
to being a “Simple Country Priest.”

Life since September 14, 2001

In January 2002, shortly after
becoming Pastor of Christ the
King, Father Thanh inaugurated the
first international dinner to
celebrate the feast of the Epiphany.

The Mass at 11:00 a.m. is followed
by a dinner which has been
prepared by the various
nationalities of the parish. Tables of
food featuring American, Irish,
German, Filipino, Hungarian,
Haitian, Vietnamese, etc., are
available to all. It has been a
tremendous success as it involves
all ethnic groups in the parish.

In 2004 Frank Japour became
the first administrator of Christ the
King. Over the following five years
he and Father Thanh have dealt
with a deteriorated financial
situation, and we are operating in
the black again.  During that time
we were able to remodel our
worship space, build a new Child
Care Center and stay ahead of
various expensive repairs brought
on by age and weather.  

Father Thanh has worked hard
to involve the Vietnamese
community. In late 2007, the
Vietnamese Cultural Center was
built on nearby property acquired
from the Diocese. It was completed
in April 2008 and has become an
integral center for meetings and
activities of both the Vietnamese
community and Christ the King
ministries. It is the site of the
annual ministry dinner, which
honors the hardworking parish
ministries. 

Meet the Pastor is another
innovation of Father Thanh. New
parishioners have the  opportunity
to meet with  Father Thanh  and
various ministry people on a one-
to-one basis. It is a comfortable and
friendly introduction to the parish
for new members of Christ the
King.

The 50th Anniversary of Christ
the King was celebrated in
September 2004. This was a major
challenge to our good pastor for he
had to call upon and motivate many
active parishioners to fully recall
the many accomplishments of the
parish that he had only recently
joined.  Another successful affair.

It had been a tradition of the
Vietnamese Community to hold an
annual Rosary Procession on the
grounds of Christ the King. In
2010, Father Thanh engaged the
whole parish community in early
May and the first Saturday of
October. Following the Mass with
readings done in English, Tagalog
and Vietnamese, a reception is held.
It has become a tremendously
popular event for the whole
community. Another fine tradition
has been started.

In the summer of 2010, Father
Thanh initiated the first parish
vocation meeting for young men
interested in the priesthood. The
meeting included dinner, prayers,
and songs followed by remarks by
Father Thanh about God’s call,
their need to respond and the need
for discernment. There was a total
of seven young men in attendance
at this first meeting; and it is to be
an annual event to encourage in
them consideration for the vocation
to the priesthood.  

A Simple Country Priest?—-
not likely. Father Thanh serves the
Lord and his people at Christ the
King, probably one of the most
diverse Catholic communities in
the Diocese. Who else could handle
it with such grace? Let’s keep him!

Continued from page 5

A Simple Country Priest

by Shannon Henderson, L’Arche

Harbor House board member

A conversation with L’Arche
Harbor House assistant, J.P.
Mahoney

On first acquaintance, it might
be easy to pigeonhole the tall, soft-

spoken assistant who heads
Greatfull House as serious,
intelligent and intense. That’s
before you learn about J.P.’s quick
wit, easy sense of humor and

openness to others. J.P. came to
L’Arche Harbor House on a quest
of sorts. “I was drawn to the idea of
living in community, but I was still
exploring,” he says. “In college (at
Gonzaga University in Spokane,
Washington), I spent a springtime
service trip at a Catholic worker

community. I fell
in love with it
and decided to go
back for the
summer. That
was where I first
heard about
L’Arche—when a
L ’ A r c h e
community in
Tacoma came to
visit. It didn’t
really cross my
mind then that I
would one day be
part of it.”

But J.P., a
communications major, knew he
was interested in finding out more
about community living. After
graduation, he joined the Jesuit
Volunteer Corps, working in Alaska
to help people with HIV.

Eventually, he decided to move
closer to his family in Georgia. “By
this time, I knew I wanted to pursue
nursing possibilities,” he says. “I
was at a nursing home for a while,
but was missing community life
tremendously. That’s when I found
L’Arche Harbor House on the
Internet.”

Through the core members at
L’Arche, he has discovered the
kind of experience he sought. “The
core members make it very easy to
live in community,” he explains.
“Whereas in other communities it
was more of a struggle, here you
have a very specific calling that
everyone shares, that everyone is in
together.”

He explains further by
referencing Pam, a core member
with many needs and very limited
communication skills, who has
become a special friend. “Pam
draws you to her. When I first got
here, I knew very little about
people with disabilities. You have a
month of transition time, with the
first week devoted to just getting to
know people. The greatest
instruction was just to sit with the

core members and not worry about
anything else. Just sitting with Pam
especially was a nice, beautiful
time. She’s very good at building
bonds just by being. That’s the key
to life, just being with people, not
necessarily what you say. Pam
teaches you that. For me, that’s the
core of compassion. Not just being
there physically, but also mentally.”

J.P. isn’t certain of the details,
but says he is now “more solid” in
his commitment to being in
community for life. “Even if I’m
living in my own place, I want to
somehow be part of a community. I
grew up as an only child. So I like
the social aspects, being able to
hear people’s stories, to learn about
different cultures and backgrounds.
I feel like this is a microcosm of
what the world ought to be: living
together with differences—-
different beliefs, different callings,
and coming together for a cause.
Most of all, it’s changed my views
of people with disabilities. I was
ignorant in a lot of ways about that.
Wherever I go next, I’ll be looking
for what I find here in the core
members.”

Relationships That Bind



by Mickey Kenny –- and the USCCB Third Edition Roman Missal website

As of today, Wednesday, January 19, 2011, it is written at the very top of the informative USCCB Third Edition Roman Missal website:

281
days before

November 27, 2011

It’s like a child’s countdown for Christmas, a young couple awaiting the “big day,” or a mom and dad looking toward their newborn’s birth. And it

should be that exciting for each of us. We need to be prepared!

In the last issue the article referenced the reasons for the changes. To quote from the website:

The long-term goal of the new translation is to foster a deeper awareness and appreciation of the mysteries being celebrated in the Liturgy. The axiom

lex orandi, lex credendi, – “what we pray is what we believe” – suggests that there is a direct relationship between the content of our prayers and the

substance of our faith. It is hoped that all can make use of the texts for deepening their prayer life.

And so it is time to learn the changes in the people’s parts and, since there are quite a few, we will in this issue cover the greeting, penitential act,

Gloria, the gospel, and the Nicene Creed. Have fun learning – we’ll be back!

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of

heaven and earth, of all that is seen and unseen. We believe

in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made, one in Being

with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us

men and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by

the power of the Holy Spirit he was born of the Virgin

Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified under

Pontius Pilate; he suffered, died, and was buried. On the

third day he rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures; he

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and

the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in

the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds

from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he

is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the

Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic

Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of

sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of

the world to come. Amen.

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven

and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe in

one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born

of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consub-

stantial with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation he came down from heav-

en, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin

Mary, and became man. For our sake he was crucified under

Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose

again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of

the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living

and the dead and his kingdom will have no end. I believe in

the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the

Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the

prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic

Church. I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the

life of the world to come. Amen.

Nicene Creed

Deacon (or Priest): A reading from the Holy Gospel accord-

ing to N. 

People: Glory to you Lord.

Deacon (or Priest): A reading from the Holy Gospel accord-

ing to N. 

People: Glory to you O Lord

Before the Gospel

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on

earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for

your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord

God Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have

mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you

alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people

of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,

we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. Lord

Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God,

Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world, have

mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world, receive

our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father,

have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One, you

alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

Gloria

Priest: Lord, we have sinned against you: 

Lord, have mercy. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Priest: Lord, show us your mercy and love. 

People: And grant us your salvation.

Priest: Have mercy on us, O Lord. 

People: For we have sinned against you. 

Priest: Show us, O Lord your mercy. 

People: And grant us your salvation.

Penitential Act Form B

I confess to almighty God, and to you my brothers and sis-

ters, that I have sinned through my own fault, in my

thoughts and in my words, in what I have done, and in what

I have failed to do; and I ask blessed Mary, ever virgin, all

the angels and saints, and you my brothers and sisters, to

pray for me to the Lord, our God.

I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sis-

ters, that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my

words, in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,

through my fault, through my fault, through my most

grievous fault; therefore I ask blessed Mary ever Virgin, all

the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to

pray for me to the Lord our God.

Penitential Act form A

(Confiteor)

Priest: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Priest: The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Greeting

PRESENT TEXT FOR PEOPLE NEW TEXT FOR PEOPLEPART OF MASS
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Real change is coming!
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The Filipinos who actively participated in CTK Simbang Gabi 2010
are registered parishioners and their relatives. Many of them are involved
in various ministries and have been great examples to their children and
grandchildren.

It was essential for each member of the sponsoring family to partici-
pate on their assigned night. There were a number of tasks that could be
assigned. There was the parol bearer, altar serving, greeter, usher, choris-
ter, readers, gift bearers, extra-ordinary ministers and sacristan. This was
a way to encourage the participation of the whole family in stressing “the
importance of the Filipino family as an effective tool for evangelization”
according to Cardinal Mahoney of the Archdiocese of San Francisco.

For nine nights the future generation of the Filipino community was
made aware of the expectation that awaits them. The groundwork has
been laid out for them to follow.

Simbang Gabi should be awaited with excitement and devotion. It is
a time to strengthen relationships with family, friends, and acquaintances.
By their participation they acknowledge God’s importance in their lives.
May they become examples by leading a meaningful and rewarding life.

The star lanterns called parols are traditional Christmas Filipino orna-
ments. They symbolize the Star of Bethlehem. Each night they were
included in the entrance and exit processions. The parol continues to
evoke strong emotions for most Filipinos. Riana, the daughter of one the
families researched and diligently practiced making a parol. She is now
our resident parol expert. Hopefully CTK Simbang Gabi 2011 will see a
mass production of parols that will be displayed throughout the campus
of Christ the King.
The Christmas Novena was included in the Masses.  After the Prayer of

the Faithful the novena was recited with the congregation.  It is a wonder-

ful addendum to each night’s readings. It helps us to understand the doc-

trines of the Catholic faith. The nine evenings of prayer become a way for

everyone to evaluate their faith. 
Every night after Mass there was a reception to welcome everyone.

Many friends brought a dish to add to what the sponsors prepared for that
night. It was a time to celebrate the mystery of our Lord’s birth..

Families who gave of their time, talent, and treasure to CTK
Simbang Gabi 2010

Simbang Gabi 2010 

continued from page 1

Batario

Flores         

Mejia

Reyes

BoBo

Gonzales       

Milano           

Sadia

Chan

Harden         

Milano

Salud

Dela Cruz

Harding        

Pedroza 

Solis

DeVera

Jaminal

Pineda

Tecson

Espejo

McAneny      

Praxedes

Villanueva

The Way of The Cross
by Charm I. Saults

So often we find ourselves in a routine, doing things without giving
them a second thought.

Do you stop and think as you say your prayers or the rosary, or dur-
ing lent when you visit the Stations of the Cross?  Here are some of my
own meditations.
First Station: Jesus is brought in front of Pontius Pilate. People are

yelling and telling lies about Jesus, telling Pontius Pilate to condemn

Jesus to death. Has anyone ever said things about you that were not

true?  Did they hurt? Jesus was quiet and He even asked God to for-

give the people. Show your heart to Jesus and forgive anyone who has

hurt you.

Second Station: Jesus was treated with great cruelty by the soldiers. He

was beaten and a crown of thorns placed on his head. Has anyone

been cruel to you? Maybe you can help someone else who is endur-

ing cruelty.

Third Station: Jesus is exhausted from being beaten and whipped all

night. He falls. We make mistakes. We fall. Think of the courage of

Jesus to go on. Get up. Go on.

Fourth Station: Jesus meets His mother. Mary felt great sorrow, but Jesus

told her He had to fulfill the Father’s will. We need to look to Jesus

for the strength to complete a journey no matter how difficult.

Fifth Station: Jesus was growing very weak, so the soldiers forced Simon

of Cyrene to carry the cross the rest of the way for Jesus. Are there

times when we need help to finish something? Are there times when

our friends and family need our help? Jesus knows when you lend a

helping hand.

Sixth Station: Courageous Veronica stepped out of the crowd and wiped

Jesus’ face. Do we remember to do acts of kindness each day? Offer

a cold or hot drink, hold a door open, or help carry a heavy burden.

Seventh Station:  Jesus has grown weaker and weaker and falls for a sec-

ond time. Each time we pick ourselves up, we put our trust in Jesus.

Eighth Station: Jesus is nearing the end of His journey and comes upon a

group of women crying. Jesus tells them they should not weep for

Him, but for themselves and their children. Even as Jesus was suffer-

ing he was thinking of others. We need to pray to Jesus asking for His

help to help others when they are sad.

Ninth Station: For the third time Jesus falls. He has no strength to go on,

but the soldiers force Him to continue. Jesus finds the strength to fin-

ish His journey. It is not easy to try our best and fail.  We need to pray

and try again. Jesus did not give up, nor should we.

Tenth Station: Jesus has reached the top of the hill, where He is to die.

The soldiers are still not through with Him, and they rip off His robe.

They decide to roll dice for His robe.  If everything were taken from

you, how  would you feel? Each day thank God for all you have.

Eleventh Station: Even as the soldiers are nailing Jesus to the cross and

He is suffering great pain, Jesus asks God to forgive them. Jesus turns

His head toward Mary asking her to take care of others. We must con-

tinue to help others in need. 

Twelfth Station: At the end, Jesus looked up to heaven and said “Father,

forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” Things hap-

pen that we cannot stop or change. We need to think of how we can

keep them from happening again. We need to pray for guidance. 

Thirteenth Station: Mary and friends of Jesus take His body down from

the cross. They are very sad as they hold His body and weep. Have

you lost someone in your life? You remember you were very sad and

cried. But the beloved are, at last, in heaven with Jesus.

Fourteenth Station:  Jesus had to be buried quickly, because it was almost

sunset. He was laid to rest in a tomb, which belonged to Joseph of

Arimathea, who was a disciple. There are many times in our lives

when we must say goodbye to someone. It may be that they are mov-

ing away or just came to visit for a short time. During times of sad-

ness, we need to pray to Jesus to us give the strength to be happy

again.

Fifteenth Station:  When the women went to the tomb on Sunday, they

found the huge rock had been rolled away and Jesus’ body was gone.

Suddenly, Jesus appeared. His body was renewed, not tired, sad, or

suffering. We need to thank God for giving us His only son, to save

us. We need to thank God for being able to see, hear, feel, taste, smell,

think and make decisions.

As you go through the Stations of the Cross, think of these things. They

can become part of your routine.
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by Mitzi Vergenz

After being unemployed for about 9 months, I thought surely the Lord
wanted me to have a job in environmental permitting that I applied for in
August. I had been praying, I had been networking, I had confidence that
God would take care of me. I had been doing the Lord’s work at Christ
the King in the music ministry, as a lector, in the youth ministry, in
adoration. Surely God would notice all I was doing for Him and reward
me. But I did not get that job; I still had some spiritual work to do.

I thought, while I’m unemployed, I’d like to get involved in visitation
of the sick and shut-ins. I like to talk to people, they might like to talk to
me, so then we would all be happy. Then I found out that I had to go
through Eucharistic Minister training first. I thought, wait a minute, I
don’t want to be a Eucharistic Minister; I just want to talk with people.
Yes, I’ve said that I now believe in the Real Presence of Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament on the altar during adoration, but now you want me to
hand Him out to people, to act on what I said? I don’t think this is what I
bargained for, asking to go on visitation.

Father Sal convinced me to attend the two sessions of Eucharistic
Minister training. I got to ask a lot of questions, and received a much
better understanding of the reverence that we Catholics hold for the literal
Body of Christ, which explains all the strange rules that we follow. Not
only that, but I also came to believe that bringing Jesus with me on a visit
was worth a lot more than just my talking.

Shortly after this training, I went to my regularly scheduled Adoration
at the CTK chapel. I was thinking about how to be compassionate with my
husband, Bob, while he has been sick and on medical leave. I was
thinking how Bob shows me the love of God in the way he treats me, how
he represents Jesus to me. I was just resting in front of the Blessed
Sacrament, when Bob came walking into the chapel. I was shocked that
he was even out of bed, and delighted to see him. I heard God sending me
a message: Real Presence, here on the altar; Real Presence, here beside
me in the pew. A line from a song floated through my mind: “in thy real
presence here,” but I just couldn’t place the song. I was just so happy to
be sitting there next to Bob with the Real Presence in the Blessed
Sacrament on the altar, and the real presence of Jesus here in my husband
who is trying to be the body of Christ to me. I could feel the presence of
God with me. The rest of the song finally bubbled up through my opened
mind: “Increase my faith, dear Jesus/ in Thy Real Presence here… .”
from “O Lord I am Not Worthy.” I looked it up, and the words went
straight to my heart:

O Lord I am not worthy/ That Thou should’st come to me
But speak the words of comfort/ My spirit healed shall be.    

(how much have I been looking for healing for my soul
recently? How hard have I been working with my spiritual
director?)

And humbly I receive Thee/ O Bridegroom of my soul  
(my bridegroom was there! What a parallel!)

No more by sin to grieve Thee/ Or fly thy sweet control. 
(how much has the Lord been reminding me Who is in

control? How much has He been demonstrating how powerless I
am?)

Increase my faith, dear Jesus/ In Thy Real Presence here,
And make me feel most deeply/ That Thou to me art near.

(I felt most deeply that He was near, and was demonstrating
the fact of the Real Presence, driving it home to this former
unbeliever.)

The first time I was scheduled to bring communion to the sick, I was
almost shaky, overwhelmed with the thought of carrying the Real
Presence of Jesus with me, close to my heart. When I stepped up to the
altar to receive the pyx with Jesus inside, the words of Father Sal’s
instruction and blessing hit my ears like from a loudspeaker. On the way
to visit, John Porter showed me a trick about how to handle the host (using
a piece of paper), so I could place it on the tongue. You can laugh, but that
was what I was most worried about, freaking out over the “ewe” factor,
and this is coming from a person who has cleaned up after small and not-
so-small children for many years. 

The people we visited, a man in his home and then a woman in her
daughter’s home, were so happy to see us. What I realized on my way
home was this: although I was carrying the Real Presence of Jesus with
me, John and I were also the presence of Jesus to these people, because
Christ lives in me, and we were the body of Christ, the Church, live and
in person, a real physical presence in their presence. Yes, they could watch
the Mass on EWTN, but to have their earthly Church come to see them,
and let them know that they were missed and that we cared...isn’t that
what Jesus meant by “I was sick, and you cared for Me?” And then to
leave them with the Real Presence of Jesus, the grace and healing and
peace that comes from Christ alone, what greater ministry can there be? I
am just totally blown away by the Presence. I believe that was the theme
of this Advent for me, the Real Presence.

Meanwhile, back at the ranch, I kept waiting to hear back from my job
application. Couldn’t they see that I was perfect for this job? What were  

they waiting for?
It wasn’t the company that was waiting. It was God, delaying the job,

so I could have the time to work on my soul and emotional recovery.
All my years of trying to control my family and the people around me

finally blew up in my face. I was forced to acknowledge that I was
powerless, that my life had become unmanageable. Unemployment was
part of that;  but the unhealed resentments, anger, and bitterness that
spilled out cost me something I really valued. With help from others, I
began looking at my resentments and fears and what character defects of
mine (not my husband’s, mine!) may have contributed to my insanity and
unhappiness. As I looked at myself, I saw how God had been softening me
up over the past year, to bring me to this point where I will go to any
length to obtain God’s grace and serenity. 

I feel like God has been cleaning out the dark closets in my soul, and
giving me opportunities to practice humility, (I’ve had to apologize to Bob
regularly, what a shock to my system), God keeps reminding me how
dependent I am, helpless to control the events in my life, and how much I
need His grace to survive. I’ve learned how to detach with love from the
problems around me, and focus on God instead. I’ve learned that no one
makes me happy or angry, I do that to myself, and a lot of my problems
are self-inflicted. I’ve learned I can be happy, joyous, and free as long as
I stay in contact with God’s will for me, and He will not leave me as an
orphan; He will come to me (Jn 14:18).

On January 10, 2011, I started a new job! God answered both parts of
my prayer at the end of the last article, that “all will be well and my soul
will be free” (from Tina’s Under His Wings CD). I am doing well in a job
I really like, and my soul is well on the way to being happy, joyous, and
free.

“Jesus, my Lord, I love Thee.”

Real Presence

The Diocese of Saint
Augustine announces the
Inaugural Catholic Women’s
Conference in 2011! This event
will be held on April 16, 2011, at
the UNF Lazzara Theatre from
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. This one-
day union of the women of the
diocese will be a great occasion to
be renewed, uplifted and
encouraged in your faith. Women
of all ages and backgrounds are

invited to attend for a Saturday of
remarkable speakers, prayer,
confession, Mass and fellowship.
We will have three amazing
speakers for you to enjoy:
Johnnette Benkovic, Father Leo,
author of “Grace Before Meals”
and Stephanie Wood Weinert.  Be
sure to visit the website at
www.floridacatholicwomen.org to
purchase tickets and for further
details. Take a moment to explore
the website to see the bios of the
three speakers. Register early
before we sell out as there is a
limited number of seats and the
price will go up after March 31,
2011. See you on Saturday, April
16, at the Catholic Women’s
Conference. 

by Carol-Ann Black

It is some time since you have
seen our Stewardship column, but
that is certainly not because the
committee members  have been
lounging on the beach in Acapulco.
We have been busy. The spirit of
stewardship continues to nourish
the giving by our parishioners of
their time, talent and treasure. And
at no time has the parish been more
generous in its giving to those in
need—-when in fact many of our
members have been faced with
major financial difficulties of their
own. Christ the King is known as a
welcoming parish. That continues
to be the case as we welcome
newcomers with Meet the Pastor
evenings twice a year; gather at
Epiphany for our International
Dinner, showcasing the cooking of
many nationalities, often done by
families new to the parish or new
to America as well; join together

for our Rosary processions in the
spring and in the fall. 

So, stewardship implies a
reaching out to each other. The
number of ways we can do that is
quite endless. Have you noticed the
“Burma Shave” signs on our front
lawn? They invite former
parishioners and former Catholics
to rejoin the  community at Christ
the King. Do you know someone
who might like to speak with one
of our priests? Who might like to
connect with one of our parish
ministries? Share that info with
Father Thanh or Father Sal or
someone in the office. Contact will
be made. 

Bring a friend to Mass or bring
that friend to the parish mission in
April. Bring a friend to Feast With
Friends and the Friday Fish Fry. It
is all about building the kingdom
here at Christ the King. We do that
by being the Hands of Christ on
this earth every day, by being
faithful stewards.

Stewardship in Action
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by Yolanda Cerqueira

There have been some startling cultural and religious changes in the
way Americans think in the last twenty-five years. Many views held a
generation or so ago, concerning our faith, have been under attack by
those who seem to want to alter or weaken beliefs held by our Catholic
Church. One of those tenets that has come into question recently has been
the belief in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. It was shocking
to learn that a large percentage of practicing Catholics erroneously believe
that when the priest consecrates the Body and Blood at the Mass that it is
only a symbol of the Last Supper and not the reality of Jesus’ true pres-
ence on the altar. This is false! 

When we speak of the Real Presence, the Church is referring to the
doctrine of transubstantiation. This is the central mystery of our faith in
which at Communion time the bread and
wine are changed into the body and blood of
Christ by the priest when he says the words at
the Consecration. Now the appearance
remains the same, but the underlying reali-
ty—”the substance” is now the Body and
Blood of Christ. The words that make this
change is prayed by the priest but the power
to make that change is performed by God
alone. This doctrine of transubstantiation was
officially adopted by the Council of Trent in
(1545-1563). 

It is important for all Catholics to remem-
ber the words of Jesus himself when in John
6 He says, “In all truth I tell you, if you do not
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his
blood, you have no life in you.” 

In a recent issue of the Catholic Digest, an
article was written on this very subject and a
question was posed as to whether one could
explain how God is present with us in the
Eucharist. The answer was a clear No. This is
a theological mystery and something that we
believe through the gift of faith. The writer
went on to say just as we take on faith the
dogma of the Trinity and the belief in the
Incarnation, so too, do we believe in Jesus’
Real Presence in the Eucharistic bread and
wine. 

Faith is a gift that is given to us freely
from God. There have always been some men
or women throughout the centuries of
Christendom that have been sorely grieved
over suffering doubts on certain aspects of their faith. It would be a very
heavy burden to bear. We never know when a random thought might slip
into the crevice of our mind and take hold, so we must be always vigilant.
Satan never takes a holiday. 

This, then, is a story about a Basilian monk who lived in the Eighth
Century in a small town in northern Italy close to the Adriatic Sea. The
church in which this event occurred was under the care of Basilian monks
who were a part of the Greek Orthodox Rite. This was in the 700’s AD;
the Great Schism would not happen until 1054.

This Basilian monk was having a very difficult time with the idea of
the real presence of Our Lord in the Eucharist. He prayed constantly to
God for relief from these doubts; he must have been a very tormented
individual. He even feared that he was losing his vocation and suffered
daily with unwanted doubts that began to gnaw at his soul. 

Apparently, at this time in history, there were many heresies floating
about Europe; this also contributed to the ebbing of his faith. We must
keep in mind that religious are subject to the same temptations as lay peo-
ple but it was far worse when these religious fell victim to these errors as
there was the possibility of spreading these false ideas among the flock.   

What follows here is accurate and has been documented. Even though
this tormented monk continued to suffer from real doubts he would say
Mass for the townspeople. On this particular morning when he got to the
Consecration of the Mass and was at the point of blessing the bread and
wine his hands began to tremble and shake as well as his whole body. For
at that moment the monk saw the host change into a living piece of flesh,
and the wine changed into real blood, which then coagulated and split into
five globules, irregular and differing in size and shape.  He stood there for
a long time with his back to the people and then very slowly turned around
to them. (Remember at this time the priest always faced the tabernacle.) 

He, then, uttered these words, “O, fortunate witnesses to whom the
Blessed God, to confound my disbelief, has wished to reveal Himself in
this Most Blessed Sacrament and to render Himself visible to our eyes.

Come, brethren, and marvel at our God so close to us. Behold the Flesh
and Blood of our most beloved Christ.” 

A miracle had happened in that the host had turned into Flesh and the
wine had turned into Blood. The people were dumbfounded as they were
seeing an actual miracle right before their eyes.  Many began to weep,
others beat their breast and began confessing their sins feeling totally
unworthy that such a miracle could happen there in that moment. Falling
on their knees, they gave thanks declaring a great gift had been given to
them from the Lord. Immediately, news of this extraordinary event began
to spread throughout the town and then throughout the countryside.  

My research has led to many interesting facts concerning this extraor-
dinary happening. After this occurrence the Host was pinned down on a
wooden board. The reason for this is that when the Host dried it would not
curl up as a scab would normally do. The miracle continues in that church
in Lanciano as the Host-turned-Flesh, and the Wine-turned-Blood is still

present in the reliquary without any sort of
preservative. (A reliquary is a type of contain-
er in which sacred objects are kept.) 

The Host-Flesh, which can be seen today,
has the same dimensions as the large host used
now in the Latin church; it is light brown and
appears rose-colored when lighted from the
back. The blood is coagulated and has an
earthy color resembling the yellow of ochre. 

This wonderful miracle took place over
1300 years ago. Of course, the priest’s doubts
had been dispelled and pilgrims from all over
the world are still coming to venerate this mir-
acle. In 1574 testing was done on the Flesh
and Blood and an unexplainable phenomenon
was discovered. The five pellets of coagulated
Blood are different sizes and shapes but any
combination weighs the same as the total. In
other words, 1 weighs the same as 2, 2 weighs
the same as 3, and 3 weighs the same as 5. 

This was such an important miracle that
the background and history of it was docu-
mented from the time of its inception. There
are manuscripts written in both Greek and
Latin attesting to this miraculous event. 

There is much history in the struggle as to
who would control Lanciano and it makes for
interesting reading; however, it would extend
this article many pages. Suffice to say that the
church in Lanciano is under the care of the
Franciscans and it is an Archepiscopal See
directly responsible to Rome. 

Throughout the centuries there have been many tests made and one
must wonder how many times has Our Dear Lord allowed himself to be
cut up, prodded and examined under the microscope. Invasive tests were
made in 1970 and again in 1981 under the direction of an illustrious sci-
entist, Odoardo Linoli with the following results: 
tThe flesh is real flesh. The blood is real blood.
tThe flesh consists of the muscular tissue of the heart. (myocardium) 
tThe flesh and blood belong to the human species. 
tThe flesh and blood have the same blood type. (AB) 
tIn the blood, there were found proteins in the same normal proportions

as are found in the sero-proteic make-up of fresh, normal blood. 
tIn the blood were also found these minerals: Chlorides, phosphorous,

magnesium, potassium, sodium, and calcium. The preservation of the
flesh and of the blood, which were left in their natural state for thir-
teen centuries (without any chemical preservatives) and exposed to
the action of atmospheric and biological agents, remains an extraordi-
nary phenomenon. 

There was also a scientific note of interest that took place in 1978
when a group of scientists from NASA performed an extensive examina-
tion on the Shroud of Turin and a remarkable discovery was made. The
blood type on the Shroud was found to be AB positive which is the same
blood type that is found in the Miracle of Lanciano. 

Those who have ever had the privilege of viewing this miracle could
not come away from it without being touched in some fashion. A priest
who lead a group of pilgrims to Lanciano to venerate the Body and Blood,
however, made this very insightful comment, “Remember, this miracle
you are witnessing now, and that you have traveled so far to witness, hap-
pens every day in every church in the world, at the consecration of the
Mass.” 

We would do well to remember this as we process up to the altar at
Christ the King each Sunday.

The Miracle of Lanciano 
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by Charm I Saults

I recently interviewed second graders from the Religious Education
program. They are preparing to make their first Communion. I also
interviewed the second graders at Christ the King School and I thought
you would enjoy reading some of the answers.

Here are the five questions I ask:
What are you going to give up for Lent?
How long is Lent?
What happened on Good Friday?
How many people were at the Last Supper?
Why do we celebrate Easter Sunday?

Garrison said he would give up his bike.
Lent is 3 days.
Good Friday is God’s Birthday.
8 people were at the last supper.
Easter Sunday is the Easter egg birthday.

Justin said he would stop yelling.
Lent is 2 weeks.
Good Friday Jesus died for us.
200 people at the last supper.
Jesus rose from the dead.

Kristian said she would stop being mean.
Lent is 3 weeks.
On Good Friday everyone has to be good.
10 people at the last supper.
Jesus rose from the dead.

John said he would give Jesus a present.
Lent is 6 weeks.
On Good Friday the soldiers stabbed Jesus and nailed Him to the

cross.
1000 people at the last supper.
Jesus rose on Easter Sunday.

Congratulations on the Religious Ed Class; you did very good on the
answers.

Christ the King second graders you were almost perfect, but I do want
to mention some of the things you are willing to give up for Lent.

Anne wants to give more love during Lent for Jesus.
John is going to give up French Fries.
Mathew decided to give up 1 minute of TV.
Teressa no more Cokes and Jericho no more Sprites.
Cori promises to give up one day of Wii.
Katelyn and Jason less TV and Miriam junk food.
Hannah said she will stop being bad.
Emilie and Kylie both agree on giving up ice cream.
Ben, Steve and Christian said it would be hard, but they can do it,

give up candy.
I believe Vincent and Hunter need to rethink their choices; they

decided to give up school. Trey wants to stop doing homework.

Now it is the time for the rest of us to decide on what we are going to
give up for Lent. Take time to re-read the story of Jesus and pray the
stations each day.

This is a time to bring families closer together by taking time to set
aside a time each evening to pray the stations together.

Five Questions

for Lent
by John Faustini, Retired Master Gardener

Now is a good time to consider our gardens—-flowers, vegetables
and, especially, fruit trees that grow well in our mild climate. Various
varieties of grapefruit, oranges, tangerines, lemons and kumquats ripen at
different times of the year, so it is possible to have fresh fruit throughout
most of the year. Satsumas (tangerines) are especially enjoyed by small
children as they are easy to peel and are wonderfully sweet.

The first years after planting you will enjoy seeing the trees grow and
mature. Then the abundance of fruit that comes will make it possible to
share your crops with family and friends.

One fruit that our family loves is the blueberry. The berries are easy
to pick and are SO delicious to eat—-fresh, frozen or
baked into pies and made into preserves. The
berries freeze very well for future use. The
blueberry plant is cold hardy, disease resistant
and requires very little fertilizer.

For guidance in growing the plants or trees
you select, the Duval County Agricultural
Department, located at 1010 McDuff Avenue,
offers help to you at no cost. The phone number of
the Extension Service Office is 387-8850. 

HAPPY GARDENING AND GOOD LUCK

Lemon Blueberry and Chicken Salad
2 cups fresh or frozen blueberries, divided

3/4 cup low-fat lemon yogurt
3 tablespoons reduced-calorie mayonnaise

1 teaspoon salt
2 cups cubed cooked chicken breasts 

1/2 cup sliced green onions (scallions)
3/4 cup diagonally sliced celery

1/2 cup diced sweet red bell pepper

Reserve a few blueberries for garnish.  In a medium-sized bowl,
combine yogurt, mayonnaise and salt. Add the remaining blueberries,
chicken, green onions, celery and bell pepper; mix gently. Cover and

refrigerate to let flavors blend, at least 30 minutes. Serve over endive or
other greens garnished with reserved blueberries and lemon slices, if

desired.

Yield: 4 portions  (about 5 cups)
http://www.blueberrycouncil.com

It’s Almost Springtime
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Paul Anthony Ghiotto, Sr.,
is the second oldest of six chil-
dren born to Frances Mary
Verna Ghiotto and Joseph
Marion Ghiotto, and is third
generation Jacksonvillian. He
was baptized at (Old) Holy
Rosary Church, Jacksonville,
and is a charter member of
Christ the King Church since
1954. Paul graduated from
Christ the King School in 1962
and from Bishop Kenny in
1966.

Paul did two years active
duty with the Navy aboard the
heavy cruiser USS Newport
News, Norfolk, Virginia, from

September 1966 to August 1968 and retired from the Navy Reserve in
1994 as a senior chief petty officer. In 1972 he graduated from
Jacksonville University with a BA in history.

Paul married Hazel Maria Boyle at Christ the King Church (in what
is now the cafeteria!) on September 11, 1971—-still hitched! They have
two children: Catherine Marie Ghiotto, an occupational therapist in Key
West and Paul, Jr., a foreign service officer with the U.S. State
Department. Paul, Jr., and his wife are expecting their first child in May
2011.

Hazel is a foreign language teacher at Kirby-Smith Middle School.
After 33 years service with the U.S. National Park Service, Paul retired in
January 2005. He retired to the world of volunteer service, for which he
had prepared most of his life.

During the time that Paul was the chief ranger at Horseshoe Bend
National Military Park, he served as an EMT, from 1980 to 1984, on a
rural volunteer ambulance service—-all volunteer—-in Tallapoosa
County, Alabama. A typical shift was one week a month from 6:00 p.m.
to 6:00 a.m. You had to drive five miles to the ambulance shack after
being paged by the county deputy on duty at the courthouse, then on to
the emergency call. The nearest hospital was anywhere from 15 to 20
miles away—-depending on the location of the call—-down a winding,
two-lane road. Going to work the next day after being called out at 1:00
a.m. for three hours was definitely a challenge! In 1983-84 he also served
as the squad’s treasurer and secretary. Also while in Alabama, Paul served
for two years on the local Catholic Church’s parish council and was pres-
ident for one year.

Currently, Paul is the volunteer curator of the Jacksonville Maritime
Museum’s collection of artifacts, ship models, etc. He has held this posi-
tion for the past two years. He is also volunteer docent at the museum
which just last month moved its holdings from a building on the
Southbank to a place in the Jacksonville Landing. Volunteering at the
museum allows him to utilize the skills he developed in the National Park
Service in the fields of museum curatorship and visitor center manage-
ment. Another local volunteer position he had held was with the Tree Hill
Nature Center, where he served on the board of directors from 1988 to
1992.

And then we come to Christ the King Church, where hardly a ministry
or a project has escaped his attention. While still a student at Christ the
King and at Bishop Kenny his activities included choir, patrol boys, altar
boys, Nocturnal Adoration, Holy Name Society and clearing the wood for
the ball field in 1960/61. His activity with Nocturnal Adoration has con-
tinued to the present time with only a brief interruption.

Paul has done major archival work for the parish. He has copied 55
years of baptismal, marriage, first communion, and confirmation records
from original books for a backup should something happen to the origi-

nals and obtained the fireproof file cabinets for the storage of the archival
records.

When it was time for the church remodel, he assisted with the removal
of the pews for restoration. When a tropical storm blew off part of the
church roof a few years ago and water began leaking down the walls, he
assisted with the clean-up after the storm. When it was time for the Child
Care Center to move into a new building, he helped to transport the fur-
nishings and equipment. Paul frequently writes and proofreads for the
Courier; recently has helped with the count of collections; and for the past
year has driven two neighborhood children to Morning Star School when
the family had no car. 

Paul’s ongoing involvement with Nocturnal Adoration led him to fund
installation of a railing down the sidewalk outside of the church and then
to do the paint job himself.

Paul’s attitude is best described as being available to help out when-
ever called upon by parish staff—-“nothing that hundreds of people
before me haven’t done—-and are still doing.” 

IMPETUS
Paul wanted to add the following comments himself.  
My parents often volunteered their time and did all they could to help

those in need. Many of their close friends did the same. I have been heav-
ily influenced by their humanity and humility in helping others. Also, one
can’t help but be inspired to volunteer when noticing how much so many
others do at CTK, which far dwarfs anything I’ve ever done.

Volunteering one’s time at CTK helps one to get involved in parish
life quicker. One gains all kinds of experience, new friendships, etc. One
gets to meet all sorts of new and different people, too. It quickly changes
one into an extrovert from an introvert—-not that that’s ever been a prob-
lem with me.

When it comes to volunteering, I remember what an instructor once
said at a volunteer training session: “Many are called but few allow them-
selves to be chosen.”

Information for Lent and Easter

Church’s Laws for Fast and Abstinence

You are reminded of the Church’s laws for fast and abstinence

during Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday, March 9, 2011.

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fasting. Catholics

between the ages of 18 and 59 are permitted one full meal and two lesser

meals per day, with no eating between meals.

Ash Wednesday and all Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence.

Catholics who are 14 years or older should abstain from meat entirely.

Soups and gravies made from meat are permitted. 
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Name that Saint Answer: Saint Rene Goupil also known as Renatus Goupil
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Dear Friends,

I am writing this letter to all Catholic and Interdenominational men
and women, age 50 and older, living in this general area.

Being a thirty-year member, and past president of the Queens and
Kings Ministry at Christ the King, I feel that I am qualified to invite
prospective new members to join this fine ministry. Over the year, I have
participated in several Church affiliated ministries from other church
denominations. In my opinion, none has been more cordial, entertaining,
and Church loving than the Queens and Kings Ministry at Christ the King
Church.

We meet in the Shirley David Hall, at 1:00 pm, on the second Sunday
each month (from September through June). I would like to cordially
invite you to participate in this wonderful ministry.

You may contact me, Bill Campbell, at 724-3777 or the current
President, Barbara Hanuscin at 724-1776.

Sincerely,

Bill Campbell

Religious Article Store

by Charm Saults

It is time to think about what is coming up. Time to order special
items for First Communion and Lent.

Starting on January 15 there will be chances available for a new
giveaway. Only 25 cents and you might win:

An Easter basket
A wall rosary
A book of your choice
A statue of the blessed mother
A CD of your choice
Or a birthstone rosary
The drawing will be on Palm Sunday after the 11:00 a.m. Mass.
We’re still looking for more angels to help in the store, so we can give

some of the other angels a Saturday or Sunday off. Please contact Charm
at the store or call 721-9827.

Strike While the Iron is Hot
by Yolanda Cerqueira 

Oops—-Watch your step
because if you are not careful you
are going to bump right into Ash
Wednesday and Lent as they’re
coming up fast. What! How can it
be? Aren’t you just now sliding into
a complete recovery from the
holiday season? Well, people, it’s
time for a mental calendar
adjustment even though we may be
still knee deep in winter; it won’t
be too long before you will be
planting your spring garden. And,
speaking of planting, what kind of
seeds are you planting for the Lord
this Lent? This would seem to be a
good time to give some thought as
to what this Lenten season might
mean to you. How do we grow
closer to the Lord and as a parish
community?

Beginning as a child most of us
have begun the Lenten Season with
the idea of denying ourselves a
particular pleasure for six weeks
and then going back to that
particular “vice” once Lent is over.
Through the years I have given up
candy, wine, Spider Solitaire, going
to the movies (which I dearly love),
and television. There was even a
time when no sweets would touch
my lips for the entire Lenten season
but that was not too often! It always
seemed like a never-ending battle
within myself. As the years have
gone by it has occurred to me, with
a little nudging from the pulpit,
while self-denying discipline is
certainly important and pleasing to

the Lord, maybe doing something
for others might be another route to
pursue. What better gift can you
give to anyone than the gift of
yourself by using your time and/or
your energy in service to others for
the glory of God. Just maybe that
new habit or good action for
another individual would last
longer than a six week denial of
your favorite whatever.  

This brings me to the title of
this article and the reason behind it.
There are many ministries at Christ
the King, (I believe 40 at last
count) and among those 40 is the
Altar Society. This society has two
arms: one being the dedicated
parishioners who faithfully clean
the church and chapel each week;
the other being those meritorious
individuals who wash and iron the
altar linens that are used during the
Eucharistic celebration each and
every day. This writer is putting
emphasis on the latter who in good
weather or bad faithfully complete
their duties so that when you step
up to receive the Precious Blood of
Our Lord Jesus Christ there is
always a perfectly cleaned and
beautifully ironed purificator to
wipe any residue from the Cup
after touching the lips of the
receiver.  

So, you ask, “What’s that have
to do with me?” The answer to that
is one only you can answer. The
parishioners who have been doing
this indispensable work are
becoming thinner in number due to
one reason and another so the

Ministry is on the lookout for some
people of high character and
willing spirit who wish to
contribute in a meaningful way to
the everyday operations of the
parish. Have you given any thought
about being an “Ironer for the
Lord?”

Let me give a job description so
you will get a total picture. Once
every six or seven weeks you will
collect the altar linens which are in
the sacristy. You will bring them
home where you wash and later
iron them. How many will you
have? It varies according to the
time of the year, but most likely
you will average between 40 and
50 pieces in all. The linens are the
size of a man’s handkerchief so
already you can see it’s not a
monumental task. Are you saying

to yourself, “Yes, I can do that.” It’s
really very satisfying once you get
started. Choose a time when the
house is quiet and you wish to
watch a good television program.
Before you even realize it, the
linens and the program is over and
you have earned the title, “Ironer
for the Lord.” 

So if you are interested and
want to do something different this
Lent that will give you the
opportunity to serve others while
also allowing you to grow
spiritually, please think about
becoming an “Ironer for the Lord.”   

You will be so appreciated. For
further information or to sign up,
pick up the phone and call Elaine
Callaway at 537-5830. Remember,
it’s important to strike while the
iron is hot!

Queens and Kings



When I was a teenager growing
up here in Arlington, I worked at
the Publix that once stood on the
expressway a short hop from the
campus at Christ the King. It was a
great job. I learned many valuable
lessons I carry with me to this day,
despite the fact that my career has
carried me far from the days of bag-
ging groceries and stocking
shelves. 

Publix was always coming up
with new programs that were
intended to motivate employees.
These programs usually had some
catchy slogan and a pin you could
put on your apron. You could usual-
ly figure out how long the other
high school kids had been working
there by the number of pins they
had accumulated.

Slogans like P.E.A.C.H. (Publix
Employees, Always Courteous and
Helpful) were used to remind us of
how important service was in
building up a loyal foundation of
customers. 

One of the many catch phrases
that stuck with me and has contin-
ued to be an underlying source of
motivation for many of the things I

do today was, “It’s the little things
that make the difference.”

Once we got beyond the typical
snickers that usually accompany a
phrase like this and got to the root,
it was a life lesson perfectly con-
densed into an eight-word phrase.

At the time, that little jingle was
focused on a warm smile and a
friendly greeting for our shoppers.
We took pride in developing rela-
tionships with our shoppers that
went beyond the typical service
provider and customer relationship.
We knew many of our regulars by
name, and we learned more about
their families and their lives. 

It is a motto that rings true in
other aspects of our lives, including
how we go about practicing our
faith.

It’s the little things that make
the difference.

Lending a helping hand to a fel-
low parishioner in need, or volun-
teering your time to help one of our
various ministries not only helps
the target of your stewardship, but
it helps to enrich your spiritual
experience in our faith community.

Christ the King has a diverse
community of ministries offering

opportunities for parishioners
to get involved in many ways
from the physical to the spiri-
tual. Each ministry allows us
to practice our faith through
actions regardless of your age,
physical abilities, or your per-
sonal skill set. 

Even the smallest gestures
help you to become closer to
your faith, and more involved
in the parish community.

Our parish community
offers more than forty differ-
ent ministries for members of
all ages to become involved,
and to enrich their faith expe-
rience in the process. 

As we enter spring and the
renewal of everything around
us, this is a great opportunity
to tend to our faith in the same
manner we do our gardens and
lawns. A little bit of effort to aug-
ment our experiences today can go
a long way down the road as we
embark on the journey of life. 

Take the time to look at the var-
ious ministries we have here at
Christ the King. We have conve-
niently listed them inside our parish
bulletin, and on our parish website.

Look for something that appeals to

you.  Take the first step and you

will see how rewarding an experi-

ence it is to get involved in the

parish community here at Christ the

King. You will not regret the deci-

sion to give back to your parish

family, and the rewards are eternal.

We look forward to seeing you!
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Tim Talks

Quiet Man, 

Dedicated Servant

by Darlene O’Neal

Howard Sell was known as a quiet man.
Howard Sell was known as a dedicated man to whatever he was

committed. 

Howard served his country while in the United States Navy. He served
his God while here at Christ the King Church. Howard served as head of
the Ushers Ministry for many years. He was very active in the St. Vincent
de Paul Ministry, where he sometimes took along a neighbor boy,
William, to let him see how some people are less fortunate than others.
That same boy is now a young man who told his mother “Mr. Howard”
was a big influence on him because of the time Howard spent just talking
with the boy, especially when Howard did his weekly car washing.

Howard was one of the Money Counters on Monday mornings at the
Rectory. He was faithful to that job for as long as he was able. Howard
was a member of the Knights of Columbus Council #4727 and the 4th
Degree Knights Assembly #2368. He was a member of the Honor Guard,
where he proudly wore his full regalia on many occasions, whether it was
standing at attention for a fellow Knight’s wake and funeral or marching
in a parade. On at least one occasion, Howard was the lone Knight stand-
ing guard at a brother Knight’s vigil. He was dedicated to the responsibil-
ity of the Honor Guard.

Howard liked music and he liked to dance. He was known to do a lit-
tle line dancing as well as jitterbug. Howard and Jean were regulars on
Sunday evenings at Culhane’s Irish Pub down at Atlantic Beach. After
Howard’s death, a grand Irish wake was held at Culhane’s with about 25
friends celebrating his life. Among those attending was Monsignor Jim

Mennis, who sang a beautiful Irish song for Howard. He would have
loved it. There was lots of dancing and toasts to Howard’s memory.

Another passion of Howard’s was golf. He played as often as possible
with friends, Bill Damato, Fred Wheeler and the late “Bud” Stiles. Their
golf game won’t be the same without him.

Howard’s final goodbye began with a Rosary and Vigil on Monday,
December 27, 2010 at Christ the King Church, followed by a Mass of
Christian Burial on Tuesday. The church was filled with family and
friends as the 4th Degree Knights of Columbus filed in and escorted
Howard’s coffin to the altar. The Mass was concelebrated by Father Thanh
Nguyen and Monsignor Mortimer Danaher. Other priests attending
included Father Steven Zehler, Father Sal De Fazio, Monsignor Jim
Mennis, Father Jason Trull and Deacon James Scott. Following the Mass,
a lovely reception was held in the Blessed John XXIII Hall.

On Wednesday morning Howard’s family and a group of friends gath-
ered in the cold weather for
a brief outdoor ceremony at
the Jacksonville National
Cemetery before interment.
Monsignor Mennis per-
formed the Rite of
Committal with Deacon
James Scott assisting. The
Navy honor guard conduct-
ed military honors that
included the playing of
“Taps” and ended with a gun
salute. 

Howard leaves to cher-
ish his memory, his loving
wife, Jean (Foxy) and their
family. He will be remem-
bered by his many friends
and those on whom he made
an impression without real-
izing it. Howard was born in
New York City, New York
,and left this earthly world in
Jacksonville, Florida, on
December 22, 2010.
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by Frank Becht

Without doubt you have read in
the newspaper and heard on the
television that Marriage is
becoming obsolete. In recent years
marriage in the Church has
declined considerably as a result of
the many cultural changes affecting
life and family. Some sources have
as much as 50% of Americans
feeling this way. Many feel we are
following the path of the
Europeans.

There are many things that
affect family life and our faith: The
common practice of cohabitation,
change in state laws allowing gay
and lesbian marriage, and the huge
number of children born out of
wedlock. It is not our intent to
elaborate on these, but to reaffirm
what the Catholic Church teaches
about marriage.

Marriage will never be obsolete
for God, as the exclusive union
between man and woman,
instituted it.

In the June, 2004, Courier, I
wrote the following article
“Marriage: between Man and
Woman,” which follows.

WHAT OUR CHURCH
TEACHES

Marriage: Between Man and
Woman

INTRODUCTION

There is a growing movement
in the world today to legalize a
relationship called same-sex
unions. This challenges Catholics
and other Christians to think deeply
about the meaning of marriage, its
purpose and its value to
individuals, families, and society.

What is marriage?

Marriage was instituted by God
and is the faithful, exclusive union
of a man and a woman in an
intimate relationship of life and
love. They commit themselves to
each other and to the responsibility
of bringing children into the world
and dedicate themselves to caring
for them. Their differences as man
and woman complement each other
equally in a mutual loving family
relationship (Refer to Catechism of
the Catholic Church, nos. 1602-
1605).

What does our faith tell us about

marriage?

Marriage comes from God who
made male and female in His
divine image ( see Genesis 1:27).

Marriage is both a natural
institution and a sacred union; it is
rooted in the divine plan for
creation. The Church teaches that a
valid marriage of baptized
Christians is a sacrament, a saving
reality. Jesus Christ made marriage
a symbol of His love for His
Church (Ephesians 5:25-33). This

allows the world to see something
of the faithful, creative, abundant
love of Christ. A true marriage will
bring spouses to true holiness.
Their love shown in the fidelity,
passion, fertility, sacrifice,
forgiveness and healing makes
evident God’s love in their family,
community and society. This
confirms and strengthens the
human value of the marriage union
(CCC, nos. 1612-1617, 1641-
1642). 

“A MAN LEAVES HIS
FATHER AND MOTHER AND
CLINGS TO HIS WIFE, AND
THE TWO BECOME ONE
BODY” (Genesis 2:24). The man
recognizes the woman as “bone of
my bones and flesh of my flesh
(Genesis 2:23). “God blesses the
man and woman and commands
them to “be fertile and multiply”
(Genesis 1:28). God made them
male and female. For this reason a
man shall leave his father and
mother and be joined to his wife;
the two shall become one flesh
(Mark 10:6-8).”

In a marriage a man and a
woman put themselves into an
intimate union, as equal persons,
completely and lovingly to one
another.

The long-standing teaching of
the Catholic Church is that
marriage has two primary
purposes; the loving relationship of
husband and wife and procreation.

Why can marriage exist only
between a man and a woman?

Only through the natural
structure of human sexuality can
man and woman produce human
life. It is only through this union
that God’s will for creation can be
accomplished. The permanent and
exclusive commitment of marriage
is the necessary setting for the
expression of sexual love which
God established for creation of life
(CCC, nos. 1639-1640).

It is only in marriage that a man
and woman can give themselves as
God intends (CCC, nos. 1643).
They are equal as human beings but
different as man and woman,
fulfilling each other through this
natural difference. This makes for
the conjugal bond that is the core of
marriage.

Is Same-Sex union the
equivalent of Marriage?

A same-sex union is not the
same as marriage. For several
reasons a same-sex union
contradicts the nature of marriage.
A same–sex union is not based on
the natural complement of a male
and a female as established by God.
It cannot cooperate with God to
create life. The natural purpose of
sexual union cannot be achieved by
a same-sex union. Persons in the
same-sex unions cannot enter in a
true conjugal union. Therefore, it is
wrong to equate their relationship
to marriage.

Why is it important to society

that marriage be preserved as

the exclusive union of a man and

a woman?

Universally for all times
marriage is the foundation of the
family. In turn, the family is the
basic unit of society. Therefore,
marriage is a very personal
relationship that has wide public
significance.

God made marriage the
fundamental pattern for male-
female relationships. It contributes
greatly to society for it establishes a
pattern for men and women to live
for the good of each other.

There should be little doubt that
marriage provides for the best
conditions for raising children,
namely the stable, loving
relationship of a mother and father,
which is only present in marriage.
Even the State recognizes marriage
as a public institution in its laws.

Laws of the State play an
educational role as they help shape
patterns of thought and behavior,
particularly about what is socially
permissible and acceptable. Giving
same-sex unions the legal status of
marriage would grant official
public approval to homosexual
activity and would treat it as
morally acceptable.

In attempting to redefine
marriage so as to make other
relationships equivalent, the
institution of marriage is devalued
and weakened. Already marriage
has suffered greatly by the trends of
society; we cannot allow this to
continue.

Does denying marriage to

homosexual persons discriminate

against them and show a lack of

respect for them as persons?

It is not unjust to deny legal
status to same-sex unions because
marriage and same-sex unions are
very different realities. In fact,
justice requires society to do so. 

God’s intent for marriage, in
which sexual relations have a
proper and exclusive place, does
not in any way offend the dignity of
homosexual persons. It is our duty
as Catholics and Christians to give
witness to the whole moral truth
and vigorously oppose the
immorality of homosexual acts and
unjust discrimination against
homosexual persons.

The Catechism of the Catholic
Church states clearly that
homosexual persons “be accepted
with respect, compassion, and
sensitivity” (no. 2358). The Church
also encourages chaste
relationships. “Chastity is
expressed notably in friendship
with one’s neighbor. Whether it
develops between persons of the
same or opposite sex, friendship
represents a goodwill for all” (CCC
no. 2347).

Should same-sex unions be

entitled to the same social

economic benefits as married

couples?

The State has the same
obligation to promote the family
for it is the basic unit of society
through marriage. As a result, it can
and should give married couples
rights and benefits it does not
extend to others, ultimately the
stability and flourishing of a
healthy family life. It would be
wrong to redefine marriage for the
sake of providing benefits to those
who cannot rightfully enter into
marriage. The legal definition of
marriage is not only about the
personal commitment but also
about the social commitment that a
husband and wife make to the well-
being of society through a healthy
family life.

Some benefits are available to
homosexual persons without
redefining Marriage, such as
holding property and use of wills in
designating beneficiaries for
various reasons.

What should Catholics do?

Catholics should live their faith
in their public and private lives.
They should act on their beliefs
with well-formed consciences on
Sacred Liturgy and tradition. By
their voice and their vote they
should contribute to the
community’s welfare and set the
standard of reason and truth in their
lives. They must be responsible
citizens. They have a moral
obligation to participate
responsibly in the political process.
This is particularly important in
light of the need to defend marriage
and to oppose the legalization of
same-sex unions.

Married couples are the best
example of life giving love and the
model advocates for marriage.
They are the first teachers of the
next generation about the dignity of
marriage and the need to uphold it.
The future generations of our
church and faith are in the hands of
our married couples.

CONCLUSION

Marriage is the basic human
and social institution. Even though

it is regulated by civil laws and
church laws, marriage was

originated by God, not the Church
or State. As a result, neither the

State nor the Church can alter the
purpose or structure.

Only the union of a man and a
woman can form the nature and
purpose of marriage and must
remain such in law. Marriage is the
only union that makes a unique and
irreplaceable contribution to
society through the procreation and
education of children.

The union of a husband and
wife creates a great good for
themselves, their family,
communities and society.
Marriage is a gift to be cherished
and protected.

Is Marriage Obsolete?
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by Tina Caiñas Harrell

In graduate school at Barry University in Miami, I had a delightfully
brilliant Dominican professor of Theology: Sister Mary Mullins. She
would often use the term “God-cidence” to remind us that we are not gov-
erned or driven by happenstance circumstances like “fate” or “luck” or
“co-incidences” but rather, by God’s providence at every turn in our life’s
journey and often in every moment of our daily lives. I believe that this
term was first coined by John MacQuarrie in his book: Principles of
Christian Theology.

This article is really Part Two of my Pilgrimage to Monserrat,
Lourdes, Santiago de Compostelo, and Fatima last fall. You might recall
that last article I took you through my conversion to a deeper understand-
ing and blessed devotion to Our Blessed Mother using the song: “I’d Like
To Teach The World To Sing”, and how I long to hear the whole world
sing: “Ave Maria”! The focus last time was my experience at Lourdes.
Now, I’d like to take you with me to Santiago de Compostelo and what
happened to me there.

Santiago is the Spanish name for St. James and his remains are there
in that city at a Cathedral Church dedicated to him (brother of St. John).
It is a fascinating story of how this apostle ended up there in the
Northwestern part of Spain, but this is not a history lesson. Your local
library or your “Google bar” can help you read up on all those amazing
facts. This is a personal journey into my heart and the unbelievable levels
of connections that I had no idea were waiting for me there.

First, my maiden name that you may have seen around Christ the
King, Caiñas, is my father´s name and its origin is from the Province of
Galicia and specifically from Santiago de Compostelo. I am Spanish by
blood, Cuban by heritage, and American by birth, that is to say: 100%
Spaniard (Gallega-family from Gallicia and mother’s family DeYurre-
from the Basque country of Spain); Cuban (because my parents are 2nd

generation-born in Cuba from Spaniards); American (I was born in
Yonkers, N.Y.—sorry, I am a Yankee!). So, you can imagine how excited
I was to go to Santiago de Compostelo. I did ask natives there if they
knew my name and with excited, sparkling eyes, the answer was always
a definitive and enthusiastic YES. Having had that confirmed, I entered
the Cathedral with a heart full of joy and wonder as I contemplated
whether I might be sitting where one of my ancestors sat for Mass.

Our group passed through the Pilgrim’s Door (only open in Jubilee
Years, which 2010 was) which granted a Plenary Indulgence. We made
our way along the well-worn path of stones and steps that had been trav-
eled by millions of pilgrims since the 1200’s. The atmosphere was
intensely devout and spiritually “dripping” with grace as we all made our
way to the statue of St. James (kissed and hugged by millions) and then
down into the catacomb-like place with the huge reliquary holding his
remains. We then tried to find a place to sit as one Mass let out and ours
was about to begin. 

Ever played “musical chairs”? Well, my entire group sat down and I
was the odd-man out. There was not an inch left for me to squeeze in. So,
I miraculously squeezed myself into a spot dead-center in the front row!
A priest came out to give directions on how to go to Confession in the
Sanctuary and which stations had which language available. Our three
priests (including Father Zehler) were positioned furthest away from me
and I couldn’t get to them. So, I decided I didn’t need to go until I heard

him tell us that it was September 14, (I had lost track of what day it was.)
the Feast of The Holy Cross that very day. My heart stopped. 

I had not put two and two together and thus the revelation: I had been
ordained an Episcopal priest on the Feast of the Holy Cross in 1984 in St.
James Episcopal Church in Dalhart, Texas and here I was on that same
date of September 14, 26 years later, and I’m sitting in St. James
Cathedral in Spain. The Holy Spirit got a hold of my heart and I knew I
had to go to Confession. I asked an Italian lady next to me to save my seat
and I got in line and ended up with a Spanish priest. He smiled at me and
said, “Español! Español!” and waved me away. I answered, “¡Si, Padre!”
All I can tell you at this point is that he was the right priest for me at that
moment. I was finally able to LET GO of my past and FULLY embrace
my life as a Catholic. This is hard to explain, but I was FREE! Since that
pilgrimage, I have received so many healings, blessings, and opportuni-
ties in which the Lord has taken those years of experience and channeled
them into my present work in the True Church and for this wonderful
parish of Christ the King.

Now, all this was overwhelming enough for me at that point in which
I was experiencing a multitude of God-cidences, but when the Archbishop
of Galicia began his homily, our eyes met and he saw my tears and direct-
ed his hand-motions and words right to me and straight into my heart. I
thought at first I was imagining it, but with a smile and wink, he later
directed his gaze outwardly to the whole assembly. His words at that
moment were exactly what I needed to hear and a complete confirmation
that all that had just transpired in those moments with that Spanish
Confessor was real, holy, and to be trusted as Jesus’ divine intervention
for me to take hold of and live into. 

I am grateful for so much, but I do thank God that Spanish is my first
language and that I was able to receive that day EVERYTHING that He
has for me and that language was not a barrier but a gateway into yet
another miracle on that Pilgrimage. So, the next time you use the phrase,
“Wow! What a co-incidence!” Think again! You were probably the recip-
ient of a GOD-cidence. So, take the time to reflect and meditate on all
those moments of grace and Divine intervention that come into our lives
sometimes as lightning bolts and sometimes as gentle as a soft drop of
cool refreshing rain.

Photo: Santiago de Compostela,

Capital of the Province of

Galicia, Spain

MUSICAL MUSINGS CORNER: 

“CO-INCIDENCE or GOD-CIDENCE”

by Frank Becht

In a recent conversation with the Parish Administrator, Frank Japour,
he was concerned regarding the number of Christ the King parishioners
who do not tithe. In preparing the year end statements of contributions for
mailing, the following statistics were developed:

Total number of mailing to individuals and families- 2,007
Total number of mailing without contribution- 668

This amounts to nearly one third of the congregation not using the
envelopes to record their contributions, if any, to the Parish. This is dis-
turbing in view of the ongoing proactive efforts implemented to
encourage the Stewardship of Time, Talent and Treasure as fully
engaged practicing Catholics.

What does this lack of participation with the use of the envelope sug-
gest to you? 

Time, Talent and Treasure efforts are not effective and may need
reinforcement.  Suggestions are always welcomed.

Is it just evidence of the economic times we are experiencing?  Or,

A lack of accountability?  Christ the King is the only parish in
the diocese that doesn’t record pledges – nor does it send
reminders.  Use of envelopes facilitates sound planning and
stewardship AND imparts a level of personal accountability.

Perhaps one, some, or all of these factors, or others for that matter
might be the basis of a decision not to use the parish envelope. 

Our Church teaches us that we should give 10% of our income to the
Church for its use in providing the many needs of our Catholic
Community. The Diocese of St Augustine has asked us to give 8% to the
Church and 2% to other charities of our choice. 

We need the full support of each member of Christ the King. Thus
our Pastor, Father Thanh, and Parish Administrator, Frank Japour,
encourage all members to use the weekly envelopes to help them fore-
see and plan the developments in the Parish. Jesus told Paul as he lay
blinded in the dirt: “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.” (Acts
9:5b).  Might you be hearing:  ‘I am Jesus, whom you are ignor-
ing!’?

Please use your Weekly Church Envelopes!! Help your Parish help
others!!

DO YOU TITHE?
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by Carol-Ann Black

The very first thing to be said in this article is THANK YOU to the
parishioners who so generously supported our holiday bake sale and
raffle. The monies raised go to the spiritual and social works of mercy
encouraged by the Bishop’s Conference and National Council of Catholic
Women and especially those of our own parish and diocese. One of the
more interesting features of this year’s bake sale was sharing space with
Kings and Queens and their Christmas party. It worked like a charm and
I believe it brought a few more cookie-hungry folks in to our sale.

Further thanks go to those who helped supply the mountain of gifts for
the children of migrant workers in Crescent City. Daisy McDonald has
organized this effort for many years and she said this was the best, most
generous of all. 

Most important business in January is that of the nominating
committee. The proposed slate of officers will be presented at the General
Meeting on January 27, 2011. Betty Kuehl was the head of the committee
and presented the following slate: President – Staci Duncan; Vice
President – Dolores Bianco; Treasurer – Betty Kuehl; Secretary – Betty
Wheeler. 

Our next council activity is the St. Valentine’s Card Party on February
12 in the Parish Hall beginning at 11:00 a.m. There will be a lovely spa
basket as the main raffle prize, but as always there will be many others as
well.

Finally, I want to say that I was able to attend the convention for
NCCW and would like to share that I truly enjoyed it. (Conventions are
an expensive thing to do, so be assured that I did this on my personal dime
and through the generosity of my sister who lives in D.C. and housed and
chauffeured me everywhere.) I am very new at CCW beyond the parish
level, and it was interesting to meet and observe the women who give
themselves so generously to our organization. As most of you are aware,

NCCW has been in major financial difficulty at several levels. It was very
encouraging to hear of the corporate turn-around effort that has been
launched and is in year two of its process. It has progressed, not
flawlessly, but successfully, and financial stability is expected to be
achieved within the next year. 

There were interesting speakers on each day, but none was a complete
standout for me. Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, however, was in his
homily at the closing Mass at the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.
He has participated a number of times in NCCW conventions and
obviously approves and encourages our women in their work for Council
and for our Church and God.

A new feature in the organization of NCCW is the installation of a
President-Elect. Judy Powers of the Diocese of Palm Beach will fill this
position for the next year to assist and learn directly from the current
president, Patty Johnson. Various awards were presented to individuals
and councils and provinces. The business meeting, which filled three
hours of time and was truly the most interesting feature of the entire
convention for me, presented a long list of resolutions that required our
voting. These related to our activity in Respect Life efforts, in immigrant
matters, in health care, in exploitation of children. 

Finally, the closing banquet was a fun event and featured the group
Capitol Steps, who presented their satiric view of current affairs and
politics. They were merciless in their presentations, and skewered liberal
to mega conservative and everything in between. 

Finally, I have to say one of the most pleasant events of the convention
occurred during the opening social. My sister and I met and got to know
a woman who had grown up in the same New Jersey town that we had,
and even attended the same parish school as our brother—-and at the
same time. Small world. Perhaps you can plan to attend the 2011 NCCW
convention in Chicago. Think about it. Or maybe one of our more local
meetings. Think about that too.

CKCCW News and Notes

by Charm I. Saults

Everyone reads a book or article and interprets what they read in a
different way. I would like to share what these last sessions of Why
Catholic? have meant to me.

Chapter Seven made me want to study the life of Christ in more depth.
Why do I lift my heart up to Him.

Chapter Eight has given me a deeper understanding of the Paschal
Mystery. By being truthful and confessing my sinfulness, I know I can be
forgiven and can bring my life to a new state of grace.

Chapter Nine told me that the Holy Spirit is a gift of God’s love to be
shared with others every day. The Holy Spirit fills our heart, mind and
body with Love to share.

Chapter Ten tells me that being part of the church does not mean only
going to Mass once a week. It requires a commitment to live my faith
each day, sharing my faith with others. Volunteering at church and in the
community are part of that commitment.

Chapter Eleven brought me closer to Mary, mother of Jesus,  and to
praying the rosary each day, taking time to understand the mysteries as I
pray.

Chapter Twelve told me that believing in God, Jesus, and the Holy
Spirit makes my faith stronger each day, knowing that someday I will
meet God.  I hope that I can leave lasting memories for those who survive
me. 

If you missed the Why Catholic? sessions, there are DVD’s available
to help you to study and renew your faith each day.  Remember there will
be another series of Why Catholic? this spring. 

The Past Sessions of “Why Catholic?” Name that
Saint

[ Born in 1606 at Anjou, France

[ Served as a physician at the Jesuit missions

[ Received into the Jesuits as a religious brother
(or donné), while held in captivity

[ Killed by tomahawk for making the sign of the cross over  
the head of an Indian child

[ Known as one of the North American Martyrs

[ Honored at the Shrine of Our Lady of Martyrs in Auriesville, 
NY

Find the answer somewhere in this issue of the Courier

Reminder List for Lent
by Charm I. Saults

These are things we should practice all year not just during Lent.

Pray… we should start our day and end it with a prayer.

Forgive…often we find it hard to forgive others. We should also

seek forgiveness when we offend God and others.

Renew Family… we need to renew relationships with family and

friends, particularly with those we find difficult to love or forgive.

Respect Life…we need to respect our life, the lives of others, and

comfort the dying.

Honor Elders… Always treat the elders in your life with respect

and kindness. They teach us a lot.

Smile… smiles can spread warmth, happiness, and a feeling of

peace.

Sacrifice…God sacrificed His Son for us and gave us His Word.

Our small sacrifices each day make a commitment and a special

offering to God.

by Darlene O’Neal

The class of this year’s RCIA
program is slowly increasing. The
number is now up to 10 candidates!
This may sound like a small
number but it’s great to have such a
good group that really wants to
learn about the Catholic faith and
join our community at Christ the
King. Each Wednesday they
faithfully meet in the Shirley David
Hall for a session that always
brings interesting questions and
responses.

In December, the Christmas
party was fun with lots of food, hot
cider and good company. The
RCIA team always looks forward
to this event.

The Day of Discernment will
take place on Saturday, February
26 this year after several months of
instructions and sessions about
Catholic beliefs and teachings. This
is always a special day for the
candidates as it gives them a

chance to set aside their daily
activities for several hours. This is
the day for prayer, meditation, and
witness talks. 

The Rite of  Sending, Election
and Calling will take place in
March when the RCIA class will
travel to St. Augustine to meet with
the bishop. Other Rites include the
Scrutinies which take place on
three consecutive Sundays, before
the beginning of Palm Sunday and
Holy Week. Of course, the big rite
will be the Rites of Initiation and
Reception at the Easter Vigil.

On Saturday June 11, 2011,
Catholic Confirmation will take
place in St. Augustine at 5:00 p.m.

RCIA Happenings
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TThhee PPaassssiinngg PPaarraaddee

Religious

Education

Christmas

Songfest

by
Lucille Guzzone

Children and grown-ups gathered in the

John XXlll Hall to celebrate the Christmas season. Grades 1 - 4 performed for

the assembly, portraying the Nativity scene and the symbols of Christmas.

Everyone joined in the singing of carols before gifts were exchanged and

treats were enjoyed. It is truly amazing how the teachers and chil-

dren did so well with only one practice. It was truly the

Holy Spirit at work!

Oh No! There is Just

One more Thing!
by Claretta Lamusga

Remember, I won a house in
2009? Remember, due to having to
claim the value of the house as
income, I had to get an equity loan
on my “home’ to pay the income
tax for 2009, which I paid in April
2010.

Well … I recently received a
letter from Social Security stating
that due to the winning of the
house and my income being so
large in 2009 my Medicare premi-
um for 2011 will be raised by
approximately $250 a month.

I have come to believe that the “powers that be” in Washington, D.C.
do not want “middle class” Americans to get ahead. What do you think?

Blessed are those...

Inspirational Spots from The Nome Static with permission

Blessed are those...

who can give without remembering

and take without forgetting.

Blessed are those...

who ask “What can I share?” 

not “What can I spare?”

Blessed are those...

who give not from the top of their purse,

but from the bottom of their heart.

Feed your faith with prayer, and all your doubts will starve.
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Hope Reborn
by Mickey Kenny

“I would never have chosen to
be where I’ve been, but I would go
there again because it brought me
to the place where I am.” It is
almost impossible to understand
this sentiment when you hear the
personal story that is always behind
it. Pain, suffering, a long slog
through the worst of places. But a
superlative look at what makes this
real is present in a must-read book
and in many pages on the internet.
The book entitled A Hope Reborn
is available by mail at the
Association of St. Lawrence
Comunità Cenacolo America, Inc.,
1050 Talleyrand Ave, Jacksonville,
Florida 32206 or
www.hopereborn.org on the
internet.

The cost of addiction (alcohol,
drugs) is born most heavily by the
addict himself but all those with
whom the addict is linked by the
chains of family and friendship
cannot escape the pain and disori-
entation. Something went wrong;
but what and where is the “fix”ing?
Like when you’re knitting a
blanket you can’t go on and on, row
after row, without correcting wrong
or missing stitches. It becomes
painfully obvious that there is a
need to go back, pull out all those
rows coming lopsidedly after the
original errors. But who is willing?
Where can anyone go for the
necessary time, space, and
dedication to healing relationships
— first with self and then others.

Sometimes we forget what
treasures abound in our Catholic
faith and the living of our faith.
Adoration, confession, belief are
all attributes we can lose sight of,
and appreciation for, as we travel
the day-to-day. In a world where
such things are not valued daily;
where their instruction is not
passed on emphatically; those who
do not already know their value
simply never learn how to develop
a weaving of them into the fabric of
just plain living. Many treasures
have gone to the back burner, no
longer priorities, and nothing of
value replaced them.

Once the problem of addiction
hits the front burner and action is to
be taken, the first need is the
where-to-go aspect. Exactly where
is the luxury of time, space, and
commitment available? After all,
addiction is not subject to a quick-
fix solution. What takes years to
develop cannot be fixed in a
substantial way in a minute or two.
The book begins with the answer to
this question ...

Comunità Senacolo America is
part of the international Comunità
Cenacolo, Community of the
Cenacle, founded in Italy in 1983
by a dynamic, vibrant, and faith-
filled religious sister named Elvira
Petrozzi. Sister Elvira felt that God
was calling her to serve the poor of
the modern world: disillusioned

young men and women who live in
desperation and hopelessness,
convinced that life has no meaning
or value. Unable to find peace or
joy in their lives, they seek to fill
the emptiness with the illusory
pleasures of the world, only to find
themselves steeped in an intense
interior isolation. Trusting
unwaveringly in the direction of
the Holy Spirit, Sister Elvira
proclaims to all those who live in
darkness that only Jesus Christ can
heal and transform their shattered
lives, changing despair into hope,
sadness into joy, hatred into
forgiveness, and death into life.

... The Community offers an
authentic and concrete proposal of
life based on Jesus Christ. We lead
a simple life based on prayer,
sacrifice, renunciation, faith, and
work. For those of us who had
enough materially but fell into an
inner darkness, often accompanied
by alcohol or drug abuse, this
simple proposal of life is deeply
valued because it is genuine, true,
and of God. Everyone in
desperation is thirsting for love —
true, authentic love — and this

comes, not from man, but from
God. This “School of Life” invites
us into freedom born of sacrifice,
friendship based on truth, and joy
rooted in the Cross.

Comunità Cenacolo depends
and lives totally on the Providence
of God. .... We learn to live in
gratitude, realizing that our joy
does not depend on what we have
or what we lack. We know and trust
that the Father, who is rich in
mercy, will give us all that we need.
We receive no government funds,
nor do we ask payment of anyone
living in Community. 

The “Cenacolo” (the Upper
Room which was the venue of the
Last Supper and Pentecost) was
once a place of fear that has
become the place of passionate
courage, the place with once locked
doors, that have been thrown wide
open to make the “burning”
announcement to the world of the
Risen Christ. ... To everyone we
welcome, we propose a single
disciplined, family style of life
based on the rediscovery of the
essential gifts of prayer and work

(“ora et labora”), true friendship,
sacrifice, and faith in Jesus. 

Mother Elvira was a nun with a
dream. She saw the young people
in the street, suffering from their
addictions to be sure but also
having no direction. In testimony at
the Synod of the Eucharist,
October, 2005, to which Pope
Benedict XVI invited her she said,
“Jesus sent me to those young
people who were wandering
through the streets with sadness
caused by drugs in their hearts,
hungry and thirsty for the meaning
of life that they had not yet found.
.. No pill can give the joy of life or
peace in the heart! Because of the
love and respect I have for them, I
did not want to receive them in
[just] any way, so I offered them
what comforted and helped me
many times, reviving my trust and
hope: the power of God’s Mercy
and of Eucharistic prayer.
...Without the slightest fear and
certain that God will not disappoint
them, I ask them to kneel before the
Bread of Life from the very
beginning of their walk in
Cenacolo.”

A priest suggested the name
“Comunità Cenacolo” and I
accepted it. ... I thought of the
Church, of the Apostles gathered
with Mary in the Cenacle, doors
locked and full of fear after Jesus’
death. It was a prophecy for me
because the young men and women
that come to us are full of fear too,
closed and withdrawn, mute in
thought and word, with so, so much
loneliness and restlessness in their
heart. But the Holy Spirit came
with Mary to the Cenacle, and the
Apostles were changed into
courageous witnesses. ... We
trusted because faith called us not
to be afraid. ... I wanted the young
people ... not only to hear us speak
about God, but to see His concrete,
practical Fatherhood. I said to Him,
“I will take them in, welcome them,
and You show them the Father that
you are!” He has never
disappointed us!

Of those who come to the
Cenacle, she said I ask for
everything: their intelligence, their
will, their arms, their
eyes...because I am convinced that,

if we keep anything for ourselves,
our gifts are falsified, diminished,
and impoverished. What you do not
give rots inside you and becomes
pain, sadness, fear, demands,
selfishness, overbearing arrogance,
ambition, and power... For this
reason we ask for everything in
faith and in trust. When we lack
something, we just have to wait. To
be patient is already a prayer, love
is prayer; waiting on God’s time is
prayer. They were not born from a
project prepared on a desk, but
from daily experiences ... It is a
simple yet demanding way of life
that requires sacrifice, because we
believe that sacrifice is the
authentic sign of our love. Only by
embracing the Cross with Christ
can we resurrect as new men and
women! Beautiful pages unfold the
love and hope, wisdom and peace
available to those who work to get
past the problems. A testimony in
sharing… 

Sections written by those who
have followed the way of life in
Comunità Cenacolo bring forth
feelings which we all should be
lucky enough to live. This is the
liberation that comes from
traveling the Way of The Cross in
our own life, which leads to a pale
view — imperfect of course — but
a view nonetheless of the place we
hope to spend eternity.

Trust — To trust is very
difficult for those who have lived in
evil ... because evil has wounded us
precisely in the area of trust. ... An
addict in the streets fears others. ...
If we want to start again ... there is
one condition you must have —
trust, and believe that he who
reaches out his hand to you does it
without self-interest, only because
he loves you... to rebuild a trust at
times you have to suffer to build a
trust that takes root in the Cross.

Truth — Without truth there is
no peace and there is no freedom.
Anyone who knows an addict is
well aware that his main charac-
teristic is lying — to himself, his
family, and his friends. The
conscience of each ... is buried in
years of falsehood and lies. ... the
healing medicine proposed in the
community is the “therapy of
truth.” ... 

Prayer — The most life-giving
intuition of Mother Elvira’s was
embracing the truth that man, every
man, above all those who are
wounded, need God. ... Only He
can fully rebuild our wounded and
broken hearts; only He is stronger
than the evil of drugs; only He
satiates the profound search for
meaning that led us into the abyss
of the dead end streets of the world.
... “Calluses on our knees and our
hands.” Yes, because ... true prayer
continues when you are outside the
doors of the chapel.

Eucharistic Adoration — ...
kneeling before the Eucharist in ...
silent and personal Adoration ...
From the very beginning you are
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touched, even if you do not yet

believe, by that Presence that seems

a little strange and mysterious. ...

You try, you trust, and you realize

that you start to feel better ... when

you skip ... something important is

missing from your day. You realize

that if you speak to what looks like

“a piece of bread” as you do with a

friend, if you open the book of your

life with sincerity and ask for help,

something changes inside you, ...

The memories of your past attack

you, still making you suffer, but if

you pray sincerely, you feel

stronger against the temptations of

evil. ... 
Sharing — ...How many years

we have lived with hardened hearts
and silenced lips, being afraid to
tell anyone what we are truly living
inside and having only superficial,
empty, and banal conversations!
Living withdrawn and closed in
ourselves led to a scream of desper-
ation, a cry of pain suffocated in
evil, anger, and the illusions of the
world. ... If you have the courage to
communicate your joys and diffi-
culties ... you do not feel judged but

helped and welcomed and you
experience a part of God’s
immense love which gives you joy
and peace. ... Many fears can be
healed, so much freedom can be
won, and so many amazing discov-
eries can be made by speaking
truthfully about ourselves.

Work — ... Community is
teaching us the most important and
beautiful skill: “The profession of
living.” The reality of work, which

occupies a good part of the day, is
fundamental for rebuilding our
interior life. As you work you
rebuild who you are, your will
power and your responsibility. You
regain trust in yourself and see that
you are capable of sacrifice, com-
mitment, and consistency. You dis-

cover that you are enriched not so
much by what you do but by how
you do it. ... Work is the concrete
measure of the truth of your prayer

which manifests itself through
service. He who prays well works
well!

Providence - It is the concrete
sign of God’s fidelity and love for
us. ... It is one of the biggest mira-
cles of Cenacolo and it has hap-
pened right before our eyes for
many years. … Providence is this:
to have a living experience that
God, if you give Him a chance,
knows how to be a very good
Father and knows the sincere
desires of our hearts. At times ...
there is no sugar, milk, or some-
thing else. This, too, is Providence
because you can learn to be happy
just the same ... you ... understand
that the joy in your heart does not
depend on material things but on
who you are inside. Try to incon-
venience yourselves and trust, so
that you can get to know
Providence personally, and you will
fall in love with God’s Divine
Providence immediately!
If you still would like more infor-

mation about Comunità Cenacolo

America, continue browsing our

entire website prior to calling us at

(904) 471-8453.

Hope Reborn 

Christ the King

Youth Ministry

In 1994, John and Wendi Klinkenberg came to Jacksonville. John
took on the task of youth director for two years, after which he became a
full-time automotive manager at Goodyear. He now owns and manages
his own automotive business, Crossroads Automotive. John and Wendi
have continued to stay active in youth activities. 

When Father Sal came to Christ the King parish, one of his responsi-
bilities was overseeing the youth ministry program. John, Deputy Grand
Knight of Bishop W. Larkin Council #4727, and his wife Wendi volun-
teered to help as youth ministry facilitators. The youth ministry program
in place allows high school youth to participate in spiritual, social, and
service activities. The program is always in need of volunteers in many
different aspects. 

For more information, please feel free to call John (465-5428) or
Wendi (403-1893).

WANTED

Correspondent for Courier

from the Vietnamese Community

Duties: a few words, a few pictures

of activities and events special to

you and your friends.

Time required: not so much.

Reward: a place on the staff of

Courier and thanks – lots of thanks.

Contact: Carol-Ann at 221-2642 or

cakblack@comcast.net or

ckcourier@gmail.com 

Feast with Friends

Feed your Faith

at Christ the King

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

March 2 - Meatloaf

March 9 - Ash Wed.  Fish Fry

March 18 - Lenten Fish Fry

March 25 - Lenten Fish Fry

April 1 - Lenten Fish Fry

April 8 - Lenten Fish Fry

April 15 - Lenten Fish Fry

Adult Meal $6 - Junior Meal $3

Lofty Career
Submitted by Helen Redmond

Sign at a church: “Come work for the Lord. The work is

hard, the hours are long and the pay is low. But the

retirement benefits are out of this world.”
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St. Vincent de Paul

Reports to You
Yolanda Cerqueira

Christ the King parishioners
and the St. Vincent de Paul Society
have long been partners in helping
our neighbors and so it seems
fitting to give you a report on what
our society has been doing this past
year with the gifts you so
generously gave to us.  This report
extends from October 2009
through October 2010. 

Total Receipts $33,900.00 
Aid to Clients $35,700.00
Food $20,100.00
Home Visits 1,026 
Rectory (Walk Ins) 1,114 
Bus Tickets 924

What you see above are just
numbers, but they are far more than
just that, as those numbers translate
into real people that the Society has
helped this past year. This would
not be possible except for your
extraordinary generosity. We are
still going through some tough
times and although the economy is
improving, there are still many
families that are struggling to keep
afloat.  

As a result of the present
difficulties our members have
visited the homes of over a
thousand families to provide them
with much needed food which you
so graciously donated to our food
baskets. We not only brought food
and/or helped them with their rent
or JEA bill but we also carry the
message of Jesus with us. When we

have done our best to fulfill their
request, we pray with our clients. If
you were to poll our members they
more than likely would respond
that they were far more blessed by
the home visit than what the
Vincentians were able to do for the
client.  

The Rectory Walk-Ins have
become increasingly important in
our services to the poor. To the left
of the front door of the Rectory
there is a small office that answers
a very big need in that it provides
emergency assistance to the
transients in the Arlington area. It
is here that lunch bags are given to
the hungry and depending on the
need of a particular client, bus
passes are also given. They also
may be referred to Arlington
Community Service or to Catholic
Charities if deemed necessary. This
arm of our Society was also able to
help over one thousand people. 

You, parishioners, have placed
a great deal of trust in the St.
Vincent de Paul Society with your
outpouring of food and monetary
assistance. We take this trust very
seriously and you may rest assured
that we carefully monitor and
lovingly provide assistance to
those who are in real need. As you
can see by the number of people
that are served, it would be
impossible to do so without your
help. We are so grateful to you, our
benefactors. May God continue to
bless the good people of Christ the
King Parish.

Meet Circle Six:

“Our Lady of

Perpetual Help”

by Betty Wheeler

We are one of the seven Circles making up the CKCCW, or Women’s
Guild, as we were formerly called. The CKCCW has many projects
supporting the parish and the diocese with periodic all-inclusive general
meetings.

Each circle comes together once a month at a time most convenient
for their group. Circle Six meets on Thursdays after the first Monday of
the month. Each of us feel very blessed to be a part of our unique group,
offering each other mutual support and prayers as we carry out good
works.

Some have been members for 50 + years. However, we are
continually adding new members, and sincerely invite any women who
would like to join. The other circles of CKCCW also are eager to
welcome new members.

Members of Circle Six are: Jean Sell, Lee Callahan, Judy Koziolek,
Betty Wheeler, June Morgan, Anna Mae Sabatino, Elba Liedka, Dot
Crement, Yen Brekke, Yolanda Cerqueira, Grace Berkey, Pat Thomas,
and Charm Saults. 

Not pictured: Marie Janvier, Elaine Callaway, and Helen Damato.
Call 724-9662 for more information.

“Legacy Wall” Recommended To Honor

Christ the King Educators and Staff
by Paul Ghiotto (CTK Alumnus,

1962)

Beginning downtown on the
second floor of Immaculate
Conception’s school building, teachers
in Grades 2-4 got Christ the King
School off to an impressive start. In
January 1956 principal, teachers,
custodians and students moved to their
new classrooms on the second floor of
the original school building at the new
Arlington campus.

In September 2005 Christ the King
marked the 50th anniversary of its Catholic school. There was an
impressive gathering of former teachers at a special Mass who were each
presented with flowers and feted at a special reception afterwards.

It’s long past time that the faithful administrators, teachers and
custodians of Christ the King School be honored for their services in a
way for all to see – both now and in the future. A “Legacy Wall” is hereby
proposed.

What would it consist of? An 8” X 12” commemorative plaque would
be placed at an appropriate place in a Christ the King building (e.g. west
wall, Shirley David Hall). Each plaque will contain the name of one staff
member with an appropriate photograph, dates of service at Christ the
King, grades taught or position held, and any significant
accomplishments listed.

Who would qualify for such a plaque? Any former staff member who
served – and left - in good standing would qualify. Years of service would
not matter. The member need not be deceased, either!

Who would nominate staff members for inclusion on the Wall? Any
individual, group, or ministry willing to pay the cost of the plaque, obtain
a suitable photo, and write the legend.

Where will the plaques be made? Plaques will be made by a
manufacturer specializing in such work and ordered through area trophy
shops. They would be uniform in color, size, cost, and appearance (can’t
escape the idea of “uniform” in a Catholic school, you know!)

Who will be responsible for maintaining the Wall plaques? The
principal of Christ the King School and/or designated associates will do
this. 

Why is it important enough to do this? Because without such
dedicated role model teachers and support staff we would all have entered
our young adult years feeling incredibly ignorant! 

Sister Mary Ann Joseph, SSJ
Fifth Grade Teacher
1958-1971
A native of Baltimore, Maryland she began life in 1937 as Mary Ann

Wysnoski and educated in Catholic schools and is a graduate of the
University of Maryland. She entered the sisterhood in 1955 and served for
40 years until her passing in 1995.

She will always be remembered for her love of God, teaching and life.
Her favorite saying was: “Jesus said to suffer the little children to come
unto Him but if it had been any of my students he would have suggested
coming back for them in about 15 minutes!”
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by Frank Becht, PGK

K’Cees Christmas Party
On December 11, 2011 the K’Cees held a very successful Christmas

party at the Knights of Columbus Council Hall. It involved a delicious
dinner, a raffle and Santa Claus distributing little gifts to all the ladies in
attendance.

Squires
Past Grand Knight Al Martin, accompanied by several Arlington

Columbian Squires, visited Emergency Pregnancy Services on Merrill
Road on the morning of December 23. They were accompanied by Grand
Knight Mike Warwin. They presented Wendi Klinkenberg with a donation
of $75, money which they had raised to support the efforts of EPS. Upon
leaving EPS, they proceeded to Arlington Community Center on Rogero
Rd. where they also donated $75.

On December 12, 2010, Squire Edward Latimer accompanied by a
friend entertained the Queens and Kings at their annual Christmas party
at Christ the King. Edward is an experienced violinist and volunteers to
play for many groups as well as at Christ the King Masses.

On January 21-22, Arlington Squires Circle discussed a Food Drive
Project to benefit EPS and Arlington Community Services. These are
commendable efforts by these young men, age 10 to 18, to support the
Right to Life efforts of Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Council 4727 and to
serve the needs of the unfortunate in the Arlington area.

Country Store
Charm Saults is again planning a big sale to be held on April 29-30,

2011. To be as successful as the last one, she is asking for donations of
sandwich bags, quart, gallon and 2 gallon plastic bags. They will also
need duct tape, package tape, regular tape, garage sale stickers and fine

line magic markers. Start saving items to be donated. For further informa-
tion, call Charm at 721-9827 or stop by the Religious Article Store.

The Knights anticipate serving hot dogs and hamburgers to hungry
shoppers at the Country Store.

LIFE TEEN
In 1994, when Christ the King established the Life Teen program in

the parish, John and Wendi Klinkenberg came to Jacksonville. John
became Youth Director for two years. After that time he went full time as
automotive manager at Goodyear. Both John and Wendi have remained
involved in youth activities. When Father Sal took over the task of Youth
Director for the Parish, John, Deputy Grand Knight of Bishop W. Thomas
Larkin Council 4727, and Wendi became managing directors for youth
activities under the direction of Father Sal. During the holidays they pro-
vided the Christmas party and other activities such as Christmas caroling
for the teens. 

March for Life
March for Life took place on January 15 in St Augustine at 12:00 p.m.

The march began at Mission Nombre de Dios, then proceeded down St.
George Street, to the Public Plaza and Gazebo Downtown where several
speakers were waiting.

The march was preceded by Youth Night with a BBQ cookout at 10
Sebastian Ave. on Friday night. Saturday Morning Mass was held at 9:00
a.m. and followed by a series of skits.

St Francis Soup Kitchen
On January 28, 2011 some of the Knights and their wives gathered

with Bill and Helen Damato, who have headed Council 4727’s effort for
many years, to assist the St. Francis Soup Kitchen with preparation of
meals for the homeless and needy in Jacksonville area. Council 4727 pre-
pares peanut butter and jelly sandwiches every fifth Saturday.
Approximately 600 sandwiches are prepared. 

In addition, Council 4727 is adding to its effort to support the home-
less and needy by asking Council members and K’Cees to contribute spe-
cial needs items. The following are urgently needed for distribution:
Men’s and women’s sneakers and comfortable shoes, men’s t-shirts
and socks, men’s and women’s new or used underwear, men’s jeans
and chino pants, small sized shampoo, deodorant and lotion, razors,
toothbrushes and toothpaste, blankets, towels and washcloths, used
paperback books, backpacks and men’s work boots. 

If you have items to donate, contact a Knight or K’Cee member or call
Mike and Carol Warwin at 504-7288.

Knights of Columbus Free Throw Contest
The K of C Free Throw Contest was held on January 29 at Christ the

King Gym from 10:00 a.m. to noon. Registration began at 9:00 a.m. The
event was held under the direction of Past Grand Knight Ralph Mosley
and Deputy Grand Knight John Klinkenberg.

K’Cees
The K’Cees Auxiliary sponsored a covered dish dinner and white ele-

phant auction at the Knights Council Hall on Friday, January 21. They
presented Hurley Manor with $500 in gift cards to be distributed by
Hurley to those in need. The White Elephant auction netted an addtional
$250 for another worthy cause. 

Family for Life
On Monday, January 24, Knights of Columbus participated in a city

wide anti-abortion observance of the 38th anniversary of Roe v. Wade
legalizing abortion in 1973. The rosary was recited at 10:00 a.m. followed
by Mass for Life at Immaculate Conception at 10:30 a.m. Participants
then walked to the Federal Courthouse for a Stand for Life event from
noon to 1:00 p.m. From 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. a Family for Life event
was held at the Women’s Health Service on University Boulevard. The
observance was finalized at 7:00 p.m. at St. Catherine’s in Orange Park
with Mass.

Knightly News

Squires Edward Latimer and Dylan Kpessou also helped serve dinner. 

L-R: Associate Director EPS, Mrs. Wendi Klinkenberg, Chief Squire Ethan Yates,

Deputy Chief Squire Dylan Kpessu, Chief Counselor PGK Al Martin,

Bishop Larkin Council 4727 GK Michael Warwin.

Arlngton Community Center

L-R: Associate Director Debbie Woods, GK Michael Warwin,

Chief Squire Ethan Yates, Chief Counselor Al Martin,

Deputy Chief Squire Dylan Kpessou

L-R: Father Thanh Nguyen, Cass Casterline, Ron Cumbee and Guest
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by Chris Hildreth:

Well, it is that time of year again when there is a flurry of activity for
the school board.  There are many items that converge at the same time
ranging from fundraising to marketing. On the forefront is the fact that it
is enrollment time. School families had until February 1 to reenroll before
open enrollment began. There are several initiatives in place this year to
help keep enrollment strong. 

First is the enhanced referral program. School families have been
contacted regarding how a referral can benefit them.  Something new this
year is the fact that any parishioner, even if they do not have children in
the school, is eligible for a reward for a successful recruitment. The
school is willing to give you a $50 SCRIP Visa gift card if a student
registers, enrolls and is accepted with the school. This includes the paying
of the registration fee, enrolling for the 2011-12 school year, acceptance
by the school and the completion of a referral card where they name you
as the reason for their enrollment. There are several resources and bits of
information for you to be aware:

wwww.whyctks.com – This is a one-stop shop for all of the pertinent
information for our school. There is information on scholarships,
programs, news, etc.  

wVoluntary Pre- Kindergarten (VPK) – The State of Florida pays for 4-
year old students to attend certain schools, meaning it is FREE to the
parents. CTKS is one of those schools - along with the Child Care
Center, which is one of the best in the city. Both institutions have
consistently been at the top of the Early Learning Coalition’s
readiness rankings for several years. What the school offers, that other
programs around the city may not, is that the school has State
Certified Teachers. There is more information on the website at
www.whyctks.com. Bottom line is, if you know a person with a 4-
year old, it is not a question of “if” they should send their child to
VPK, but “where.” We say CTKS, so help us out, please.

wStep Up for Students (SUFS) – A program offered by the State of Florida
where it allows Florida businesses to allocate a portion of their taxes
to a special fund that pays for private school for qualified families. We
have the link on our website at www.whyctks.com, but here is a
synopsis of the program: 

If you have a child(ren) entering grades K or 1
st

grade and you
meet the income requirements, you are eligible to apply for funds. 

If you are new to the program AND have a child entering
grades 2–12, you will need to meet the income requirements and
have spent the entire previous year in a public school system.
Note: The public school requirement does not apply if you are a
returning SUFS recipient. It only counts if you are new to the
program.

Income eligibility changes based on the number of people that
live in the house. The more people in the house, the higher the
minimum income requirements.

The application process opens up typically late February or
early March and funds are granted on a first-come, first-served
basis until funds are exhausted. In other words, the earlier you
apply, the better the chances of your acceptance into the program.
Maximum income requirements and distribution amounts are
reassessed annually, so what is out there from last year may not
apply this year.

wThe Very Helpful Office – This is a great resource, because the very nice
ladies are probably more in tune with the pulse of the school than
anybody. The school is always willing to give private tours of the
school for any prospective parent with children entering grades PK-8.
The office can be reached by calling 724-2954 for a more personal
touch including answering questions or setting up appointments for a
tour.

On top of the enrollment, the marketing committee of the school
board is capitalizing on the National Blue Ribbon momentum and
implementing its plan. This small, but dedicated group has ambitious
goals to specifically target students for all grades with an emphasis on PK
and Kindergarten. Additionally, they are administering and reviewing a
series of surveys, both internal and external to the school, so they can
further refine their message and target the appropriate people.

The Facilities Committee is working hard to ensure that the school
grounds remain safe and beautiful for our families and students,
representing both the school and the parish as well. They are continuing
their efforts on a long list of items both in the school and the old child care
building now in use for the Extended Day Care program and the Scouts,
both Boy and Girl. Additionally, the Facilities Committee identified ways
to reduce electricity usage and continued to implement these measures

Shower of Flowers   

The 29
th

Annual “Camp I Am Special” Fashion

Show and Luncheon

March 5, 2011

St. Mathew’s Catholic Church

New Parish Center

1773 Blanding Blvd., Jacksonville

Donation $10.00

Doors open at 11:00 a.m.

Tickets are available at Christ the King through

CKCCW.  Call Carol-Ann at 221-2642

Further information:

Debra Capley - 384-8882

Mary Hartman - 994-2813

over the course of the past two years. In 2010, the school used 3% less
electricity than in 2009 and we are looking for that figure to continue to
drop again in 2011. 

Fundraising continues to be a focus for the school and February is a
busy month. The first item is the Annual Auction and Dinner on March 5.
Additionally, the Inaugural CTKS Golf Invitational will be held on
Monday, February 28 in the afternoon. If you have not registered, please
do so at www.ctkcatholic.com/616829.ihtml. The committee is also
taking any donations. There are many prizes as well as an afternoon of
great golf and food. Finally, SCRIP is still a way for you to do your
shopping as well as have money provided to the school at
www.shopwithscrip.com. Here you can get a variety of gift cards from
grocery, to home improvement, from movie theaters to restaurants and
most places in between. 

As busy as this seems, it is just another month in the life of the tireless
volunteers that sit on the school board and other volunteers that are on the
committees ensuring these activities are a success. I want to personally
thank every person that assists and volunteers their precious time to
ensure that this ministry succeeds not only for us, but for our children. 

CTKS School Board Sees a Flurry of Activity

Country Store Time Again
by Charm I. Saults

1. It’s time again to think about the Country Store. Let’s make it another

success story. First we need volunteers to sign up for a Saturday

morning starting January 15 until April 30, hours will be 9:00 a.m.

until 1:00 p.m.

2. Second we need donations of gallon & quart-size plastic bags and

garage sale tags. Cash donations accepted.

3. DONATIONS ARE NEEDED: appliances all sizes, furniture, tools,

decorations, toys, games, books, etc. NO computers, monitors, fax

machines or copiers, used paints, medicines, vitamins, or clothes.

Donations accepted in the St. Mary’s Room Saturday mornings.

4. Country Store hours:

May 13 – Early Bird - $3.00 admission per person – 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

May 14 - Free admission 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

May 15 – Free admission – discount day 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

5. For more details or pickup on large items please contact Charm at the

Religious Article Store or call 721-9827 or 377-1299
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by George Assi

Here at Christ the King Catholic School students are learning about
virtues. The virtues are being incorporated into the lessons in the class-
room. Each virtue is also linked to a saint that students can learn about.
Here is what one student, eighth grader George Assi thinks about the
virtues:

This year so far I have learned about three virtues. The first one is
empathy. Empathy was the virtue of September. Empathy is sharing how
others feel and putting yourself in other people’s shoes so you would
know how they would feel. Using empathy helps us understand how a
person feels and to know if they like what is happening or not. Empathy
is a major virtue of being a Christian in the Catholic Church.

Conscience was the virtue of October. Conscience helps us know
what is right or wrong. Our conscience helps us get out of trouble at
school and other places. Our conscience helps make the good choice over
the bad one and to be the good person God wanted us to be. Our con-
science was a gift from God and it is given to help us be guided towards
Him. Our conscience helps us to show better examples of Jesus in our
lives.

Self control is the virtue of November. Self control helps us make bet-
ter choices, think first before we act, and manage our anger better. Self
control will help us control how we act in a tough situation and with peo-
ple that are making us mad or frustrated. Self control is an important
virtue for someone to practice daily and it helps us be more like Christ.

These 3 virtues are just a few of the many we are going to learn about
this school year. They all help us in becoming better Christians in our
lives. We will use these virtues throughout our lives so it is very impor-
tant to learn them now. 

Blue Ribbon Students

Ashley Anderson

JohnArmon Antolin

Austin Asher

Haley Bowles

Sara Bowles

Rhett Butler

Christian Mikel Chan

Brandon Chin

Jan Edward Dela Cruz

Brandon Diaz

Andrew Dinh

Patrick Paul Flores

Parker Flye

Palmer Frye

Stephanie Grochmal

Elizabeth Holland 

Peter House

Jason Infante

Nicholas Johnson

Rebecca Jones

Stephanie Joost

Ezekiel Juego

Madelyna Khoury

Jonathan Koch

Sara Koch

Ji Lee

Paul Longenecker

Clayton Ludwig

Miranda McCown

Ashlea McCrone

John McCrone

Jason Mollenhour

Hansy Monrose

William Morgan

Andy Nguyen

Amanda Niesen

Conner Noe

Steven Pietrusza, Jr. 

Andrew Raesemann

Trenton Raesemann 

Royce Reyes

Lauren Reynolds

Alexandra Richer

Christopher Saliba 

Madison Shaw

Katie Smith

Kelsey Smith 

Kaitlyn Tackett

Aleeza Tecson 

Albert Tine, III

Timothy Vergenz

Charles Wendel

Danielle Wheeler

Richard Williamson

Emily Wolfe

David Yarborough

Robert Yarborough 

Bishop Kenny Honor Roll,

Second Quarter, 2010-2011

by Barbara Boutte

The theme for Catholic Schools Week 2011 was “A+ for America,”
celebrating the fact that Catholic schools make a positive contribution to
their parish, to their local community, and to their nation. Our school
kicked off the celebration by participating in the 9:00 a.m. Mass on
Sunday, January 30. You could not help but notice our Student Council
representatives and officers processing with our school banner, followed
by our teaching staff, and the many students in attendance in their school
uniform. We are really proud to have been recognized as a National Blue
Ribbon School of Excellence this year, and hope that you took time to
visit us during Sunday’s Open House.

On Monday, the students continued a long tradition of community
service by participating in the Catholic Charities food drive and Student
Council Penny War. Homerooms were in fierce competition to collect the
most pennies or spare change, and together raised $941.57, which goes to
the Student Council’s chosen charities. This year students also supported
“Hats Off for Cancer,” raising money for cancer research. Students were
allowed to come to school out of their traditional uniform and to wear
outlandish hats and hairdos. What a fun way of helping others while hav-
ing fun and expressing your individuality! 

Tuesday found the Pre-Kindergarten through Fifth grade students vis-
iting with author Patsy Smith Roberts who shared artifacts, stories and
amazing photographs of her travels in Africa. Not only did Ms. Roberts
share one of her books, Willis the Warthog, she shared heartwarming, per-
sonal stories of the children of Botswana and helped us to really see them
as our neighbors in an ever-shrinking world. Later that evening, our stu-
dents had an opportunity to showcase their own creative talents in both
the visual and fine arts at our Annual Talent Show.

Midweek found us celebrating our patriotism by praying for our
nation’s servicemen and women, and making Valentines for Vets.  We
continued praying together as a faith community by celebrating a Living
Rosary in the Kingdome.

One of the most exciting events of the week was the Career Fair held
on Thursday morning. Our own Seminarian, Richard Pagano, talked to
students about religious vocations and “listening to God’s call.” In addi-
tion, representatives from fifteen industries, including TV broadcasting,
distribution, manufacturing, government, public safety, health and nutri-
tion, and zoology shared their occupations and the importance of a solid
educational foundation to pursuing future goals and dreams. As an added
bonus, Mary Baer of Channel 4 News showed film on the evening news
and talked about her experiences with our students. 

The students ended the week as we always do, celebrating the
Eucharist at Mass with Father Thanh. Our school is A+ (“a plus”) for
America because of our tradition of academic excellence, strong values
based on the precepts of the Catholic Faith, and service to the communi-
ty. The students and faculty were proud to have the opportunity to cele-
brate our success and share our accomplishments with our parents and
parishioners of the Christ the King community.

Catholic 

School Week

Science Fair at CTKS

Congratulations

to the

winners!
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by Carol-Ann Black

Exciting and interesting is a
way to describe our parish
mission, to be held from April 9 to
April 13, 2011. Deacon Ralph
Poyo, founder of New
Evangelization Ministries, will
inspire us with his message. The
purpose of New Evangelization
Ministries is to assist pastors and
their parishes in their efforts to
bring genuine conversion to the
heart of every member of the
community.

Deacon Ralph established
NEM three years ago, after over
twenty years of experience in
parish ministry. He began his work
in the field of youth ministry at St.
Louis Catholic Church in Miami.
From there he went to Raleigh, North Carolina where his work was again
in youth ministry for several years. That expanded with a move to a
different parish in North Raleigh, where he became responsible for all
catechetical programs in the parish, including RCIA, sacramental prep,
and private pastoral counseling. Over time he eliminated the CCD
religious education program and established an “all generations”
catechetical program, manned by 200-person crew of volunteers from the
parish. With this new format he was able to continue to educate the same
number of youngsters and expand his outreach to over 200 adults.

Also during this time he studied for and was ordained to the
permanent deaconate for the Diocese of Raleigh in 2005. He is committed
to helping others to make Catholicism more a way of life than just a
religious identity. 

His personal bio facts are that he was born in Cali, Columbia to his
Colombian mother and Cuban father. They came to the United States in
1965 and settled ultimately in Miami. He is married and has five
daughters and declares that his “Six Pack” of women has taught him the
true meaning of the word patience.

If you would like to learn a little more—-and it is all very
interesting—-check out the website www.newevangelization.org

Plan to attend all sessions of the mission. You will be glad that you
did.  

Deacon Ralph Poyo -

our Mission Facilitator

begins at all Masses on

April 9 & 10 and continues through

April 13

Penance service on April 12

Mission presented by

Deacon Ralph Poyo

Parish Mission

Richard Pagano
our prayers go out to you on

your religious journey

Welcome Home 

to our Seminarian

by Lucille Guzzone

On Wednesday evenings right after the
completion of religious education classes, I
stand at the exit doors bidding good night
to everyone. Frequently I notice parents
inquiring about their children’s
experiences. The youngsters respond
with animated faces explaining or
showing off crosses made out of little
sticks or brightly colored drawings
depicting holy symbols. As I observe the
group, I think about the dedicated catechists
and how proud I am of them and, of course,
consider the little ones whom they teach. I
realize, though, that the unsung heroes here are
these moms and dads.

In most cases these parents work all day, rush home, feed the family,
wash off grubby hands and faces, gather the books and come to the school
to make it in time for “church class.” Most of the time their job can be a
difficult one, dealing with moody children who have already attended a
full day in school immersed in English and math classes, and who are
reluctant to listen to additional teachers. But they come and they keep
coming.

I have known many of these parents for years, and I admire them for
their commitment. In the winter months they hover in the school hallway
leaning against the walls for support while their children are in class.
Some wait in their cars in the parking lot. During the warmer months they
sit outside at the picnic tables visiting with each other in quiet
conversation. Most impressive is how they make saints’ costumes at our
All Saints’ Day gathering, and angel and shepherd outfits for Christmas.
They always supply plenty of pizza, fried chicken and desserts at our
covered dish events. They participate in the activities leading up to their
youngsters’ reception of the sacraments and are always willing to help in
any manner needed during those busy times.

Christ the King Parish offers only one subject at this school of
religious education for children, and it is the teaching of our Catholic
Faith. And so, for no other reason than to ensure the knowledge and the
love for our beautiful Faith in the next generation, do these parents
continue to come every Wednesday evening. 

Thank you, parents.  

In Praise Of Parents




