
Christ the King’s School Fall Carnival began this year in the p.m. hours of October 21 — a perfect beginning for the three

days of fun that were about to commence. 

The night sky accentuated the carnival ride lights and the strands of light bulbs that crisscrossed the car pool lane where the

classroom booths entertained large crowds. Parents took turns manning booths such as Bobbing for Apples, Needle in a

Haystack, and Ping Pong Toss. Night time also heightened the fear factor for those brave enough to enter the Haunted House. 

Former graduates of Christ the King such as Ethan Yates, Kathleen Patti, Brook Asher, Danny Sanford and Elizabeth

O’Malley decorated and acted out a scary scenario for brave “looking-for-a-fright” participants to walk through. 

Saturday began with the Silent Auction for the classroom pumpkins. Each homeroom at the school voted on a theme and then

decorated a class pumpkin. Pumpkin decorating ideas included a Turkey pumpkin, Hallo-Kitty pumpkin, Angry Bird pumpkin,

Nemo pumpkin, Mummy pumpkin, SpongeBob pumpkin and a Dracula pumpkin, just to name a few. 

The Pumpkin Patch did a brisk business as families came to select their special Halloween decoration and take a picture with

a fall motif - the scarecrow, pumpkins and bales of hay. 

The softball field was converted into a field of rides including a ferris wheel, chair swings and spinning cups. 

The crowds enjoyed carnival games and especially carnival food. Smoked chicken dinners were served Saturday night while

hamburgers and hot dogs, delicious Vietnamese egg rolls and noodles were available throughout the three days. 

Congratulations to the winners of the cash raffle; the Nguyen Family, the Nduka Family and Marlene Kovaly who won

$1,000, $500 and $250 respectively.
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The mission of  Christ the King Courier is to provide our Christ The King Family with information and news regarding our faith and

parish ministries. The goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the ministries of our parish in the hope

that people can use this information to bring them closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two

of  God's many gifts, and through Christ the King Courier parishioners can share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King

Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message

of the Gospel of Christ.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as

exemplifying the content and character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility,

gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.  The Lord has

forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in

your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to

refuse articles, poetry, advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials

submitted for publication.

On November 20 we ended the Church
Liturgical Year by celebrating our patron
feast, the Feast of Christ the King. As you
know, the Church takes this occasion to
make us aware that our life in this world will
come to an end someday. When that time
comes, we have to be prepared to give an
account of the way we have lived our lives.
What better way to prepare for that event
than by making a commitment to
stewardship - the giving of our time, talent,
and treasure. 

There are two underlying principles in
stewardship. First, stewardship begins with
God. God created the Earth and everything
in it. Without God we would not exist.

Consequently, everything belongs to God. 
Second, if God owns everything, then it stands to reason that

everything we have in our lives is a gift from God – the gift of life, family,
employment; the gift of our parish ministries, our Catholic school; even
this community that worships together. He especially gave us the gift of
the Holy Eucharist. With His gift of faith we have the peace of mind
(knowledge) that comes from knowing that because He sacrificed His Son
for us, we will always have His love.

Knowing and believing these principles requires a conversion on our
part. Why conversion? Because we live in a culture that leads us to
believe that everything I have belongs to me — it’s mine, they are mine.
As children we truly believe that everyone in our lives or anything given
to us is only ours. 

To illustrate my point let me share this story that Bishop John
McGraith, Bishop Emeritus of the Diocese of Owensboro, Kentucky told
of his visit with his three-year-old nephew. When the bishop first saw him
that day, the boy was carrying with him a basket filled with cookies. 

The bishop leaned down and asked him, “May I have one?” His
nephew quickly pulled the basket close to his chest to protect them and
answered, “No.”  The Bishop asked, “Why?” His nephew responded with
much conviction, “It’s mine!”

The bishop was quick to
point out that this was a cute
story about a three-year-old.
But if a 20, 30 or even a 70-
year-old man says, “No, it’s
mine,” this same story quickly
loses its humor. 

Sometimes, no matter how
old we are we still have a
tendency to do just that: we
become territorial about our
gifts and sometimes are
unwilling to share them with
others. It is natural to describe
people and things we have by
using the word “my or mine” to
identify their importance to us; it is only detrimental to us if we forget to
be grateful. So we need to change our narrow thinking from “mine” to
“ours”…it is not just “my parish”, it is “our parish”…it is not just “my
Savior” or “Heavenly Father,” it is “our Savior” and “our Heavenly
Father.”

So we need to be ever mindful that all we have is a gift from God and
our response to God for his generosity would naturally be gratitude.  As
caretakers (stewards) we also need to be mindful that we are accountable
for the gifts we have received. Even the smallest of gifts entails responsi-
bilities. It is our responsibility to use them for the sake of the Gospel by

bringing the good news to others and bearing witness to Jesus Christ by
being good and faithful stewards of all He has given us.  

Stewards are generous people. They have a grateful heart, realizing
that all gifts come from the Lord. They feel an obligation to give not only
of their time and talent but to also return a portion of their treasure (be it
3%, 6%, 10%, 20%) to the Church and other charities. They refuse to be
co-opted by a culture of greed and live a life of hoarding. Can a person
claim to be a disciple of the Lord if they are not sharing generously - not
only their time and talent but also their treasure? This is truly a hard
question to answer.

I can only tell you that there is a strange phenomenon that occurs in
the stewardship world. The greater the generosity and the greater the
sacrifice, then greater the joy. Joy, according to some authors, is
impossible without generosity, and as one author states, “Joy is the
infallible sign of God’s presence.” Do you know of this kind of joy?

Let me share with you about a few good stewards whom I have
encountered. As you know, seven parishioners and I went to Kingston,
Jamaica for a mission trip. We served in different homeless centers run by
Father Richard Ho Lung and the Missionaries of the Poor right in the
slums of Kingston. This mission trip gave all of us an experience that we
will remember for a very long time. 

These people whom we served were not only poor and homeless, but
also severely handicapped… and yet they were happy. I can honestly say
that their Sunday worship was more alive than our Mass in terms of music
and participation. I’ve never seen any Sunday Worship so spirit-filled like
that in my life. 

But what impressed me most
was the dedication and service of
the Missionaries of the Poor.
These were young brothers —
most of them couldn’t have been
older than thirty, yet some had
already been in the community
more than ten years. They housed
the homeless. They fed the hungry.
They gave dignity to the
disposable people of the streets.
They served those poor people
with love, compassion and smiles.
They were happy to share
everything they had with those
who had nothing. To me, these brothers are good examples of stewards
sharing their lives for the sake of the Gospel.

When I came home I saw many of our parishioners and I saw the same
smiles on their faces as I did on the faces of the brothers and I also bore
witness to their continued generosity.  Like the quiet, gentle woman who
goes about her days praying for the sick, listening to the troubles of others
comforting them in their time of need and generously sharing her treasure
with CTK and other charities, without thought for her future needs. 

She works behind the scenes. When she sees something that needs
doing she does it as a matter of course. Throughout the years she has
dedicated herself and is still active in many ministries such as Christ the
King Council of Catholic Women, Christ the King Courier, the Ministry
of Hope, the Altar Society and Why Catholic? faith groups. 

She doesn’t say much, preferring to let her actions set the example.
She tries to see the image of Christ in everyone. She calls the people at
CTK her church family, and refers to our unique diversity of people as the
“United Nations.”

For over 27 years she has volunteered to work on Wednesdays in the
Rectory Office. There she cheerfully answers the phones, records
names/information into the church’s record books (baptisms,
confirmations, weddings, etc.), helps walk-ins and proofreads the
bulletins.

continued on page 6
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Letters

Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier cer-

tain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the

Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct

quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,

if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not

capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

Dear Father Thanh,

Thank you for sending me the beautiful newspaper Courier, the
August edition. Will you thank Yolanda Cerqueira for the magnificent
article she wrote about my visit to Prince of Peace Parish? This is a very
generous article about my ministry.

I found the other articles very informative and well-written. Thank
you for communicating the life of Christ the King Parish to the public at
large.

Sincerely yours,

Most Reverend Felipe J. Estevez, STD

Bishop of St. Augustine

--------------

Dear Father Thanh,

I am writing this letter because I have been unable to catch up with
you at church. I want to thank you for the time you took to visit my uncle
and provide him with the Last Rites. 

Periodically, you sent to our home wonderful letters around Easter
and Christmas, and the past few years they have really touched me, even
though I have not even taken the time to tell you.  I wanted to send you
this letter before even more time goes by just to say one thing. I have lived
in Jacksonville for 20 years and I’ve been a Catholic my entire life. But it
was not until I joined Christ the King Parish that I honestly have felt any
type of kinship to a particular church. Growing up in New York, I never
felt particularly close to any of the churches we went to. And when we
first moved here and tried to join our nearby church, it felt just like the
same old church that I had left in NY. One of the things we were trying to
do was enroll my daughter, who is autistic, in first communion classes. I
knew that if she couldn’t do it because of her handicap, God would under-
stand but I wanted to give her the opportunity at least to try.

My neighbor mentioned to me that she went to Christ the King
Church and that maybe I should look into taking my daughter there —
which I did, and that was the beginning of my being a member. But the
point I want to make is that CTK welcomed us with open arms, making
special arrangements for my daughter for the times she was not able to
behave properly, or to take a test in preparation for the sacraments. Then
later when it came time for her confirmation, she was unable to be part of
the larger group because of her outbursts, etc. and CTK came through for
us again, by allowing her to be a part of a smaller ceremony that she was
able to handle. And finally what I remember most of those years for both
her CCD and my son’s were your visits to the “parents’ table” in the
courtyard between the church and the school. You were new to the parish
I believe, and every Wednesday on your way to the Wednesday Mass, you
would stop by and ask us why we weren’t joining you at Mass….

When I came to Church that Saturday evening in June, I found it
incredible that the first priest that I ran into was you. It was almost fate to
me. It honestly made me feel that yes, God was listening, and he knew I
and my family needed Him. Afterwards, the hospital told us that you had
come to my uncle and had given him the last rites.  I also know that you
spoke with them about his condition. I cannot thank you enough for that.
For while it may not have made a difference to my uncle, it reminded me
that God and CTK are always there for us. 

So in closing, and on a happier note, my uncle survived. I can’t
explain how, except to say it has to be that God’s grace provided through
your visit brought him through. It took quite a while, and his life is forev-
er changed — he is alive.

Thank you for this, and for all of the little things you have done for
my family and me that have made a difference in our lives.

Sincerely, 

A Grateful Parishioner 

Dear Father Thanh,

The children in Religious Education will be praying for you and your
fellow “pilgrims” as you travel to Jamaica.

May you be blessed with a safe trip and a successful mission.

Lucille Guzzone

--------------

This issue of the Courier will
lead us into the holiday season of
2011 and provide a look back at the
activities we have enjoyed in the
past few months.

I hope that you will find some-
thing of special interest. Certain
events bring thanks to the parish-
ioners of Christ the King. The quan-
tity of canned goods and foodstuffs donated for our St. Vincent de Paul
food drive was truly astounding and will go a long way to keeping a meal
on the table for many families who find themselves in need. The Country
Store run by Charm Saults thanks those who donated and those who pur-
chased items to make this another successful money-maker for the parish
school. 

Other events prompt prayer – joyful and contemplative. The Rosary
Procession was a wonderful event in October and was made extra special
with the commemoration of Father Thanh’s tenth anniversary as our pas-
tor. Be sure to read the article about the Teen Retreat from the late sum-
mer. It was a profoundly moving experience for many of our young peo-
ple.

Be sure to check out the article from Christ the King Athletic
Association and the one from the Girl Scouts.  This is the first time we
have had their participation in the Courier and hope that we will see many
more columns from these organizations.

We have seen some surprising changes in the parish too. We bade
fond farewell to Father Sal and bid a hearty welcome to Father Pawel
Duda. Ron Lynch’s article about Father Duda will help to acquaint you
with this remarkable new member of the pastoral staff. One of the first
things he will take on in the parish, along with Father Thanh, is the imple-
mentation of the changes in the liturgy. Of course we have been practic-
ing our parts over the past few weeks, so surely this won’t be so traumat-
ic as some fear.

Another new event we report in this issue is the mission trip to
Kingston, Jamaica made by eight parish members, including Father
Thanh. Father envisions follow-up trips by various parish members in the
future in order to offer caring and assistance to some of the poorest of the
poor in this world. Read about the Missionaries of the Poor and their
founder Father Ho Lung. Eye-opening. 

It is important also that I welcome two new staff members to the
Courier.

Kitty Kowalski joined us a few issues ago and Erin Phillips just in
recent weeks. They are both cracker-jack proofers and Erin also does
some of our computer work and takes care of some photography assign-
ments. New blood is so important to the function and growth of a min-
istry. Kitty and Erin, we are very happy to have you join us. 

Finally, the month of November never fails to alert us to the arrival of
Thanksgiving and the coming of Christmas. Too often we neglect the
commemoration of Veterans’ Day at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the
11th month. Not this year, however. Paul Ghiotto has done a wonderful
article about the origins of this holiday and then managed to include some
parish friends who served our country in time of need.

Please enjoy your Courier this month. Let it be one of your guides for
enjoying and participating in the many Christ the King Christmas and
New Year’s events.

Editor’s

Corner

EPS
has saved 69

out of 87

babies this year
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by Yolanda Cerqueira 

Already, before you have even
read the first paragraph of this
article, there are probably readers
who have felt a glaze come over
their eyes after seeing the above
title. These folks have taken a
mental note to move on quickly as
they know it will be filled with
history, dates, facts, and utterly
boring! However for the few who
love history and want to know how
the Roman Missal evolved, this just
may be your cup of tea. 

Father Tom Willis who is the
Director of Liturgy for the Diocese
of St. Augustine came to our parish
in mid-September to speak to us
about the third edition of the
Roman Missal and the changes that
will take place in the Mass
beginning the first Sunday of
Advent. Before Father Tom
addressed the forthcoming
changes, he went back in time to
show us how each change was built
on something that came before. 

All of the work that went into
this new translation of the Roman
Missal is covered under a big
umbrella with the auspicious title
of the International Commission
for the English Liturgy. In the
religious world this is known as
ICEL. It is chartered to prepare
English translations of liturgical
texts on behalf of conferences of
bishops of English-speaking
countries. Of course ICEL refers to
this new edition of the Roman
Missal by its official Latin name—
Missale Romanum. It is important
to mention that beneath ICEL there
are a multitude of committees who
work and support ICEL.  

So we begin! What exactly is
the Roman Missal? It is a book that
contains the prayers, the
rubrics(rules), Scripture readings,
and chants for the celebration of the
Mass. After Vatican II we also have
the Lectionary which contains the
readings for the Sunday Masses. 

The first Roman Missal was
published in 1474 which was about
thirty years after the invention of
the printing press. Up to that time
everything was done in the
monasteries by the monks who
might spend their entire life
working on one book. This first
missal was published in Milan
which is surprising as the seat of
the Catholic faith was in Rome. At
that time the country of Italy did
not exist but there were a number
of papal states in Northern Italy
who vied with each other for
supremacy. As you might suspect
there was squabbling between the
papal states. To the surprise of
many, the Bishop of Milan had this
first Roman Missal published. The
bishop, of course, did not want to
arouse the ire in Rome so after the
missal was printed he presented the
first copy to the pope who was duly
impressed. This wise gesture
prevented any clash between Milan
and Rome.  

About 70 years later the
Council of Trent is held. It went on
from 1545 until 1563. The bishops
did not meet continually but they
would work for a period of time
and then would return home. The
Council of Trent was primarily
concerned with dogma which are

the core beliefs of the Catholic faith
and how it should be taught.
Remember this is shortly after
Martin Luther published his 95
Theses which really had an
enormous effect on the Church.
There had been abuses and those
had to be corrected. During this
period it was vital to build a
framework of the core beliefs of the
Catholic Church. This job fell to
Pius IV and was completed by Pius
V.  The first official edition of the
Roman Missal was published in
1570 and was obligatory in its use
for all who followed the Latin Rite.
Up until this time there were great
differences in how things were
done in different locales and it was
important for everyone to be on the
same page. 

Okay—-Here comes a slew of
dates again—so for those who are
still with us —-get yourself ready!
Between 1570 and 1962 there have
been six new editions published for
the Roman Missal. Each of them
were edited to give more
clarification to what we believe.
After the first in 1570, there were
the following: 1604 under direction
of Clement VIII 1884 edition put
out by Leo XIII, in 1920 it was
revised again by Benedict XV, then
in 1959 Pius XII put forth an
edition, and then finally we arrive
at the time of 1962 when Pope John
XIII called the Second Vatican
Council. This is the edition we
have been using since it was ready
for publication.  

When the Second Vatican
Council was called one of its
purposes was to wake up the faith
life of the Catholic Church and to
put emphasis on the Liturgy. The
first English translation of the Mass
came out in 1970 but it was not
widely used until 1974. Those of us
who were around in the 1970’s
remember the guitar Masses and
here at Christ the King we even had
liturgical dancers on the altar. It
was different to say the least.  

One must really understand that
the official language of the
Catholic Chuch is still Latin so
anything coming from the Vatican
such as papal encyclicals, code of
Canon Law are always in Latin
first. It is in the translation from
Latin to English that problems have
arisen in that some of the first
translations didn’t adequately

express what was orginally
intended. In 1975 Paul VI
published a second edition of the
1970 Roman Missal. Remember it
always had to be translated from
Latin into English and so it took
until 1985 before this edition began
to be widely used in English-
speaking countries. This is what we
are using at Christ the King right
now until we change over on
November 27, 2011. 

We move now to 1990 when
the bishops begin working on the
next edition as they unilaterally
agreed that the one we use now was
put together too quickly and was
poorly done. The bishops worked
on this future English edition for
eight years and when they felt it
was completed they sent it to Rome
and waited to hear from them.
Well, they waited and waited and
nary a word, so they wrote and
asked if Rome had received their
work. The response came, “Yes,
they had received it but we are not
going to do anything about it.” The
reason that Rome ignored the work

of the bishops is that Pope John
Paul had been working on a jubilee
edition which was targeted for the
year 2000.  This would be the third
revised edition of the Roman
Missal since Vatican II. Before it
was perfected in English it would
take years of work and many
revisions before it would be ready
for the laity.

Again, it must be stressed that
any official document
coming out of Rome
is always in Latin
first. It is not an easy
task to translate the
meaning and still
retain the heart of
what the Latin words
are truly expressing.
We now turn to ICEL.
Remember we said
that ICEL is chartered
to prepare English
translations of the
liturgical text on
behalf of the conferences of
English-speaking countries. There
are eleven members that work on
the original translation. Right
below them are 23 associate
conferences with all their regional
differences. Think about how many
English-speaking countries there
are and each country has their own
way of expressing themselves.
Rome is a tough taskmaster and the
American bishops many times had
to acquiesce to how Rome wanted a
particular phrase said in order to
have its intended meaning. There
are nine steps in this translation
process before it can ever be
considered ready for publication.

Not only must it express the heart
of the Latin meaning but it also
must be excellent in scholarship
and solemnity.

When the drafts are prepared it
is the Conference of Bishops that
then has the opportunity to offer
comments and make suggestions to
ICEL. The first draft the English
speaking bishops receive is called
the Green Book. It is interesting to
note that there were 1000
observations made by the bishops
concerning this Green Book. When
ICEL receives the comments of the
bishops and reviews them, ICEL
prepares a second draft based on
their comments and observations.
A second draft is now given to the
bishop compiled in what is known
as the Grey Book. When all the
bishops have had an opportunity to
review it, make revisions, and
suggest amendments to further
improve the intended meaning, it is
submitted to Rome. If approved,
the final rewrite before publication
is sent back to the bishops in what
is known as the White Book. It
takes many years of painstaking
labor to arrive at that final revision. 

Besides the changes in the
Liturgy there are other things that
have been added to enhance our
prayer lives. Some of these
additions are: specific prayers and
Masses for newly canonized saints,
new Masses for the Blessed Virgin
Mary, particular texts for Vigil
Masses such as Epiphany,
Ascension, and Pentecost,
implementing the Apostles Creed
during Lent and Easter Season,
addition of specific Eucharistic
prayers for special occasions, and
emendations to be used during
Holy Week.

It is also the charge of the
English-speaking bishops to bring

the English translation to other
language groups. The English
translation will be the base
language for other vernacular
languages especially in Africa and
Asia. 

So come the weekend of
November 27, 2011 when we lift
up our hearts to the Lord, we
should be doing so with renewed
vigor knowing that we are on the
path to better encounter Jesus in the
Liturgy. It is the belief of Pope
Benedict that through these sacred
texts and the actions that
accompany them, Christ will be
made present and active in the
midst of his people. Amen!

A Brief History of the Roman Missal 
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by Erin Phillips

As if our parishes haven’t said it
enough, you haven’t been listening
at Mass or reading your bulletin (you
know who you are!), the first
Sunday of Advent, November 27,
2011, our Catholic Church will start
changing the wording of the Mass,
in order to be a cohesive unit with
our other countries.

On Saturday, September 10,
Father Tom Willis spoke with Christ
the King parishioners, as well as a
few others who visited from area
parishes - even as far away as St.
Mary’s, Georgia, about WHY there
is another translation, as well as the actual changes in wording. The first
part of the morning was dedicated to how a translation of the Mass comes
to be, which I personally found it interesting to know that it is impossible
to translate Latin into Chinese and other Asian languages - they use the
English version. Also, this newer translation will be closer to the Latin
AND early church traditions, therefore showing the stability and unity of
the church as a whole.

The second part of the morning went through the actual word changes
for both the liturgical assembly (us) and the Priests.

Consider this your “cheat sheet.”

“And With Your Spirit”

First, and most repeated of the changes is when the priests say, “The
Lord Be With You.” We will all respond “And With Your Spirit.” This is
closest to the Latin, closer to Romance Language (French, Italian,
Spanish, etc) Masses. For example, the Spanish response is already, “Y
Con Tu Espiritu.” All of which is based on scripture (Gal 6:18, Phil 4:23,
Philemon 25 and 2Tim 4:22).

Also, this response of “Your Spirit” acknowledges the various pres-
ences of God at Mass: in the Liturgical Assembly, in the Word of God, in
the Eucharist, and in the Ordained Ministers (Priests, Deacons, etc).

Options for Greeting

“The grace of our Lord Jesus and the love of God, and the Fellowship
of the Holy Spirit...” Fellowship will change to “Communion” to closely
fit the Latin Communio, “ Community.” It is also based on 2Cor 13:13.

“Grace to you and Peace from God our Father and Lord Jesus Christ”
is based on 1Cor 1:13 and Romans 1:7.

The Confiteor

This prayer will spark a little memory in our pre-Vatican II members
(and possibly a few Jimmy Buffet fans out there). It cuts out a few words
from our present version and adds a few that are directly translated from
the Latin.

As an example, “That I have sinned through my own fault, in my
thoughts and in my words...” will also have “That I have greatly sinned,
through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault” or
mea culpa, mea culpa, mea maxima culpa. Side note: beating the breast
3 times during this statement is still a private devotion and doing it, or not,
is up to you.

The Gloria

This is the biggest change in wording. It is a direct quote from Luke
— what the choir of Angels said to the shepherds at Christ’s birth. “We
Praise you, we adore....” was shortened post Vatican II, but has been
added because as Father Tom put it- “no word count can praise God
enough.” Father also pointed out that the Catholic church “likes to do
things in triplet” to both reflect the Trinity and by extension — make a
point.

The Nicene Creed

This is another repeating change- “I Believe” instead of “We.” Father
Tom likened it to the Pledge of Allegiance. We say that as a group, yet we
mean it in the possessive sense.

“Seen and unseen” will be “visible and invisible,” which states the
reality of what we believe.

“Before all ages” comes from the prologue of John’s Gospel. 
“Consubstantial” is directly translated from consubstantialem, instead

of using “one in being.”
A noted change (that also came up during Q&A) — “For us men.”

This is not meant to be exclusive of women. If anyone took French, Latin,
etc., you know that these languages have feminine and masculine forms,
and when it is a group being addressed (or reflected), it defers to the mas-
culine form.

“Born of the Virgin” will change to “Incarnate of the Virgin” because
Jesus came to be man at the Annunciation (His conception), not just when
He was born; this solidifies the Pro Life movement as well.

“Suffered death and rose,” “in accordance”; all of which cleaned up
the translation from Latin — also “adored” instead of “worshiped.”

“I Confess one baptism,” as Father explained, Confessors were those
who lived through an attempted martyrdom. Reminds us of the stake we
have in the possibility of martyrdom.

“I look forward to” instead of “Look for...”- this shows something
promised, but off in the future vs. something that we just look for happen-
ing in our lives (example - we all look for winning the lottery).

Preface Dialog

“It is right to give Him thanks and praise” will change to “it is right
and just,” which is closer to the Latin.
Sanctus

“Power and might” will be “hosts,” from sabaoth, Hebrew for the
multitude of heavenly angels; “Hosts” is the closest we have to that.

Memorial Acclamation

The wording changes to be definitive of our belief and also keeps this
prayer addressed to God.

Invitation to Holy Communion

Based on John 1:29 and Revelation 19:9: “Lamb of God” and “Supper
of the Lamb,” respectively.

“I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof” and the addi-
tion of “My soul shall be healed” come from Matthew 8:8 and Luke 7:6.
The addition of “my Soul” also emphasized the spiritual healing and com-
munion with the church, that is the fruit of the Mass.

Dismissal 

“Go forth, the Mass is ended” or “Go and announce the Gospel of the
Lord” or “Go in Peace, glorifying the Lord in your life,” or “Go in Peace,”
the last 3 of which were added in 2008 to further emphasize the fruits of
the Mass.

There were many points Father Tom made in his presentation that
have really brought light to what will happen in November. Please take
advantage of getting to Mass 10 minutes early to review the changes, and
perhaps, during the week looking over the numerous websites explaining
the details- Google search produces more than 92 MILLION results!

And most importantly — remember this will be the same Mass with
a different wording and a deeper meaning.

Wording Changes Explained
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When the Prayer Network first
began she heard that Donnell
Baer, founder of this ministry,
needed help in organizing the
newsletter. She stepped up to the
plate and began updating the
prayer list each month and she
printed the copies to be placed at
the doors of the chapel and
church.

Regarding her experience at
Daily Adoration (which began
in1989) she was quoted in our
August, 1999 issue of the Courier
saying, “It’s hard to believe it has
been ten years since I was invited
to participate in daily Adoration in
the Sacred Heart Chapel of Christ
the King which was initiated by

Monsignor Danaher. This hour each week has enriched my spiritual life
and sustained me during difficult times. This period of thanksgiving,
contemplation and renewal has brought blessings without measure. I
would encourage all who wish to grow in love and faith with our Lord to
commit to this hour of peace and tranquility. You, too, will be blessed in
many untold ways by this lovely and very special devotion.”  She is still
active in this ministry, 27 years later.

Do you know the name of this quiet and unassuming woman? She is
our very own Lee Callahan! She and her late husband, George Callahan,
have been members at Christ the King since 1984.  (George was also a
very active steward - he belonged to the Knights of Columbus and he
helped wherever he was needed and did such jobs as painting, fixing
sprinkling systems and doing yard work.)

Then there is one of our founding members who has dedicated her life
to helping spread the good news of the gospel in word and deed. Not only
was she a founding member of Christ the King, she is also a founding

member and is still active in
several ministries such as
Adoration (1989) and Christ the
King Council of Catholic Women
(1954). During the years, she has
served in all positions in
CKCCW and was recently co-
chairwoman. Although she retired
from this ministry in 2010, while
she was a member of the Altar
Society she served as a team
leader and spent many years
cleaning the church, and washing
and ironing the linens used by the
priests at Mass. 

Today she is also actively
involved with the Kings and

Queens and Widows and Widowers. Her late husband Harry was an
active member of the Knights of Columbus. As a K’Cee, she attends the
annual memorial service for deceased Knights and is involved in various
other Knights and K’Cee functions.

Wanting her children to receive the best in Christian education she
and Harry enrolled their five children at Christ the King Catholic School.
She spent many hours assisting the school in organizing activities and
projects in which her children were involved. All five graduated from
CTKS and went on to finish their Catholic education at Bishop Kenny
High School. You may have already guessed that this dedicated person is
Marjorie Burke. 

I am pleased to say that there are many more women and men at
Christ the King who have selflessly dedicated themselves as lay people
in the church, just as these fine ladies have done. Christ the King Church
is truly blessed. Believe me when I say to all of you that your dedication
and commitment is sincerely appreciated by me, your pastor. 

As we approach Thanksgiving, let’s thank God for all the gifts and
blessings we’ve received from Him. At the same time, now is the time to
commit or recommit ourselves to share those gifts we’ve received for the
sake of discipleship, for the sake of the Gospel, for the sake of Christ’s
Kingship. I pray that your Thanksgiving Day is blessed with the love of
family, friends and good food.

Father Thanh’s Message
continued from page 2

On September 6, the Jacksonville Human
Rights Commission held a 9 -11
Commemoration at the Jacksonville
Landing. Father Thanh said the
opening prayer of hope. 

Almighty and loving God, we,
the people of Jacksonville, gather
here to commemorate the
senseless and tragic event of
September 11, 2001 - the event
that took so many innocent lives,
the event that shocked us to the very
core of our beings, the event that has
been so destructive in the entire human
family, the event which continues to cause so
much confusion, so much fear, so much anxiety. Sadly, Lord, after ten
years of working so hard for homeland and global security, fear of
terrorism is far from being eradicated. 

In the darkness of our memory of this sad event, we come to you
Heavenly Father. Your power, your protection, your providential care and
love are our hope. 

Guide us to look forward with that hope – 
Hope that you are really in charge of the universe
Hope that you can be counted on to intervene
Hope that your power helps us to journey together with love and to 

live in harmony with you and with one another. 
Bless this gathering, bless all those who helped make this gathering

possible, bless all those who are here and those who join us in spirit.
Bestow upon all of us your compassion - Compassion that challenges us
to cry out with those in pain, to mourn with those who are lonely, to weep
with those in tears; Compassion that leads us to share in brokenness, fear
and confusion; Compassion that erases the mistakes of life and will
enable us to forgive our enemies. 

May our prayer allow us to lead into the center of our hearts not only
those who love us but also those who hate us. And with hope, may this
gathering inspire us to be willing to make our enemies part of ourselves
because we are all brothers and sisters in the human family and thus
convert them first of all in our hearts ...

We ask this through Christ your Son, the boundless source of our hope
and compassion. Amen.

Prayer of Hope and

Compassion
¡Feliz Navidad

White Beans Provencal

Submitted by Carol-Ann Black, from Monday to Friday
Cookbook, by Michele Urvater.

Makes 4 servings
Time: 10 minutes
30 minutes no-work cooking time

2 cloves garlic
2 cans (16 ounces) white cannellini beans or chick-peas
1 Tablespoon olive oil
¼ teaspoon fennel seeds
¼ teaspoon dried thyme
1 can (14 ounces) Italian-style stewed tomatoes
salt and freshly ground pepper

Mince the garlic and rinse and drain the beans.
Heat the oil in a medium-sized saucepan over medium heat.
3Add garlic, fennel seeds, and thyme and sauté for a few
seconds until you can smell their aroma.
Add the beans and tomatoes. Season to taste with salt and
pepper. Simmer uncovered until you’re ready to serve. If too
much liquid is evaporating, remove the pan from the heat and
reheat the beans covered just before serving.

Add-ins.   
Left-over chicken or ham and/or marinated artichoke
hearts – one of those little jars, marinade and all.

Recipe

Corner



Silverio DiFazio (Father Sal),
past Parochial Vicar at Christ the
King is serving now as administra-
tor at St. Paul’s Catholic Church in
Riverside. Father Sal arrived at
Christ the King after his ordination
May 8, 2010, and during his 14
months had such a lasting influence
on CTK parishioners that we want-
ed to share thoughts about him:

I have been truly blessed to
have come to know Father Sal.
When I first met him, I informed
him it only takes one Italian to
make a mob, and with the two of us
together—watch out! That was my
first experience with his loving
laugh. It is truly an honor to have
served with him and to learn from
him. He always told me, “George,
whatever you need from me to get
through the deaconate program,
just let me know.” Of course I
already had it from him, and it was
Father Sal: A man with Jesus in his
heart, the Blessed Mother with him
always and the Holy Spirit in him.
If we could all have some of “Sal”
in us, what a better place the world
would be. When you look at him,
his eyes speak of Jesus’ love, his
smile reaching out to whomever he
was talking to and a hug to get you
through the day. God love ya,
Father Sal.

——George Barletta

There is a phrase from a song
— “Here comes the sun”— that
aptly describes Father Sal Di Fazio.
He was like a warming zone, radi-
ating rays of love, laughter, and
compassion, a human tornado
pulling us all into his circle of life.
His booming voice and radiant
smile encompassed the boundaries

of Christ the King aimed directly
for your heart.

His zest for life, his willing
spirit, his ability to spark others
into doing what they never thought
they could do were all part of what
made up this wonderful man. He
was a “can-do” person and inspired
others to feel the same. 

He loved being a priest and
serving his flock, and although he
was a man constantly on the go or
on the phone, if you needed him,
Father was there for you. 

And talk about cooking! That
priest could probably cook the
pants off Emeril Lagasse. His cook-
ing was like his personality — bold
and rich in the sauces of his native
Italy. He thought nothing about
preparing his Italian specialties for
50 or 60 people — the more, the
merrier! His pleasure was seeing
you savor the fruits of his cuisine. 

But there was another side to
Father Sal, and that was his empa-
thy with people. He had this gift of
being right where you were in any
situation. I have seen him at funer-
als when he has embraced the
grieving widow or widower some-
how conveying that he understood
as no others could. And as comfort-
ing as he could be in difficult situa-
tions, he could be just as hilarious
in a room full of people laughing
and joking with the best of them. 

Father Sal was like a whirl-
wind, who came into our lives for a
short time leaving a mark that will
linger in the air for a long time to
come. 

——-Yolanda Cerqueira 

Father Sal touched many lives
from six months to 90 years old.

Always bringing smiles to all those
he came in contact with.

So many people stopped in the
store and would comment on the
sermons he shared. He was never in
too much of a hurry to stop and talk
with people: I believe the warmth,
love and his strong belief in God
which he shared with each of us
were gifts from his heart. I know he
helped make my faith stronger.
Father Sal radiated true spirit in the
belief of God from deep inside his
heart. Many have already expressed
how much they miss him.

——-Charm I. Saults

Father Sal has the remarkable
ability to make you believe that all
is right with the world. And should
things be less than alright at the
moment, say a fervent prayer and
things will come right. It is for you
to decide whether the putting right
is due to a change in your attitude
after the prayer, or a change in the
circumstance. In any case, prayer is
the answer.

——-Carol-Ann Black

He was always singing in the
rectory.

Each day was an enthusiastic
day for Father Sal.

He was so good with people of
all ages. 

He has a wonderful voice in
singing the Ava Maria.

He would tear up at the conse-
cration. 

He always wanted a smile from
everyone.

The teens loved him at the
retreats.

He will do well, where ever he
goes, just wish he stayed around a
little longer at CTK

Father Thanh must be so good
with the newly ordained priests; he
trains them well, and then the bish-
op finds another parish that needs
them more than CTK.

——-Mary Ann Sullivan

Pat and I have been with the
teens since the inception of Life
Teen at the five o’clock Sunday
Mass. It was a pleasure to see
Father Sal take over when it
became the “Youth Group.” From
the very first meatball, his influ-
ence has been extremely “tasteful”
in every way. God bless you, Father
Sal. From ages 8 to 80 you are
truly loved. 

——-Dolores Bianco

Father Sal shared his love for
the Blessed Mother. He let us know
how important she is in all of our
lives. He also touched our hearts
with his singing, humor and the big
Italian kiss.

God Bless him on his priestly
journey.

——- Annie Sabatino

He is thoughtful, caring, and
giving; a wonderful man. You can
talk to him about anything and not
feel self-conscious. He’s just a lot
of fun to be around. My grandson
took to him right away, and he
doesn’t do that with just anyone. 

Thank you,
——-Kathy & Rich Daniels
Justin Bentley (three-year-old

grandson)
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by Carol-Ann Black

Do you know who or what is an M O P? A group of eight parishioners
learned in the past week that an M O P is not a long-handled device for
cleaning the floor nor is it a short spelling of the word MOPE. An M O P
is a Missionary of the Poor -- a young man committed to “Joyful Service
with Christ on the Cross.” He has no concept of the word mope in spite
of the fact that much of his work centers on the use of a mop to provide
a decent living space for the poorest of the poor -- the disposable people
of the streets. 

Father Thanh led a group of eight, three men and five women, to
Kingston, Jamaica to offer physical assistance to the religious brothers as
they labor with these physically and mentally challenged people. We were
collected at the airport in Kingston by our van service and delivered to our
resting place for the next five days. This former hotel, now a school for
girls, run by Franciscan Sisters, offers hostel accommodation for groups
such as ours. We were immediately invited to participate in a special Mass
for one of the sisters who celebrated her one-hundredth birthday. We then
proceeded to enjoy the first of our meals provided with our
accommodation and to wonder and speculate what lay before us on the
next day, when we would drive into the slums of the city to do what we
could for the brothers and the people they serve. 

After being welcomed by the brothers, we were transported to the
centers where we would work for the day. (Be sure to look for the picture
of us boarding our luxury bus. It did have a roof after all.) Four of our
number worked with adult women offering companionship, dressing
assistance, feeding for those who could not manage on their own. Most
desired by these women was the human contact and comfort of these
visitors. The other four worked with the children of Bethlehem House.
Here we bathed and clothed and fed the children -- and played and danced
and sang. Father Thanh led the singing of Amen and Alleluia over and
over with the children. And they loved it. These youngsters have nothing
– no toys, no games, no playground -- only the loving and gentle care of
the Brothers who tend to them day in and day out with kindness and
humor and prayer. 

Prayer comes every day at noontime for everyone. We ate our noon
meals with the brothers after their (and our) ten-minute examination of
conscience and the Angelus and devotions-of-the-day. The brothers

generally were willing to share with us their background and engage in
conversation. Back to work and by 2:00 p.m. it was hot, hot, hot, and
someone went out for some cold bottled water for the volunteers. Little
did we suspect what a huge treat really cold water is for the children (we
would have bought for them too). In order to share, you take a good swig
for yourself and then pass the bottle. The kids absolutely loved that cold,
cold water. No, there were no paper cups. Almost no paper towels. And
bath towels were used by several until they were sodden.

Friday came and our band went to the shelter for the homeless men.
Here the mission for the day became the complete scrub of the shelter’s
floors. Top to bottom; front to back; with a hose (no pressure nozzle) and
brooms and scoops of detergent. The brothers chose the day for this
cleaning because of the number of volunteers present. Our eight added to
five from the mid-west made it possible to finish all floors. A homeless
shelter in the U.S. would look like a palace by comparison, but when we
were finished it looked and smelled much better and would be more
comfortable for at least a little while for the men. Again, in spite of the
size of the tasks involved in maintaining this shelter, work stopped at
noon and prayer began the lunch hour. 

On Saturday, as the rain poured down, we all went together to Jacob’s
Well, a shelter for homeless women. Again, we were met with hands and
hugs and happy greetings -- and music. They wanted to dance. They
turned us all into dancing fools. These women seemed happier than the
men and more cooperative with one another, assisting each other with
their lunches and assisting the brothers and volunteers with clearing up
lunch remains.

Sunday Mass was celebrated at the chapel where many of the
residents were able to participate. They were beautifully dressed and
groomed by the brothers and in place well before the beginning of the
Mass. Several of the children particularly remembered Father Thanh from
the day before and greeted him with an amen or an alleluia. Families from
the neighborhood also participated in the Mass and brought up at the
offertory various foodstuffs and a huge bag of melons. Gifts so from the
heart, because all around the center was poverty-stricken slum.

So that is pretty much the work that we did with and for the poor and
the wonderful Missionaries of the Poor Brothers. But all was not work.
On Sunday, after Mass we were invited to lunch with the brothers and
Father Richard Ho Lung, the founder and director of the order. Father
Thanh was able to renew his acquaintance with Father Ho Lung at this
time. He had visited this center in 1993 with a group of priests from the

M — O — P
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Boston area where he was serving at the time. On Saturday we finished
our work at noon and our driver, Noel, passed the Holy Trinity Cathedral
and spotted his friend the monsignor, pastor of the cathedral inside the
fence. “Perhaps, the monsignor will let us inside the cathedral. It is very
beautiful.” We had a wonderful visit in a most magnificent cathedral all
under the guidance of its pastor. Sadly, with decay in the neighborhood,
participation in parish life has declined to a pitiful level and they only
have one Mass on Sunday, when at one time there were five and six; and
many repair projects wait to be done. On several afternoons we stopped
off at a well-known ice cream store for ice cream cones. And we got in a
little touristy-type shopping as well.

Our mission trip to Kingston, Jamaica and the Missionaries of the
Poor was motivated by Father Thanh and his desire to reach out to the
poorest of the poor of this world. He puts Father Ho Lung in the same cat-
egory as Mother Theresa and Jean Vanier, founder of the L’Arche move-
ment. The world will one day know him equally well. (Father Ho Lung is
the child of Chinese immigrants to Jamaica and lived there in poverty as
a child. Ultimately, he was ordained a priest of the Jesuit community in
1971. In 1980 he withdrew from the Jesuits, and in 1981 started the
Brothers of the Poor, which ultimately became the Missionaries of the
Poor as we know them today. For a fuller description of Father Ho Lung’s
work go online to Missionaries of the Poor.) Currently, the Missionaries
of the Poor are completing construction and organization of a new center,
called The Holy Innocents Center. This center will serve the needs of
pregnant women and their babies in the area. The center will by staffed
by five women who will complete their formation late this year or early
in 2012. 

In the hope that Christ the King will be able to commit to the work of
Father Ho Lung and the Missionaries of the Poor, Father Thanh has invit-
ed Father Ho Lung to visit the parish in the spring. We can look forward
to his sharing the mission and the charism that captures the imagination
of the world and draws the more than 500 brothers to this labor of love.

M - O - P

by Carol Ann Black

As part of the centennial
celebration, Northeast Florida
Maryknoll Affiliates enjoyed a
special gift. Liz Mach came to
town and recounted some of
her adventures as a Maryknoll
lay-missioner—the longest
serving lay missioner in active
service. My expectations for
the evening were of an ancient
little old lady, who might tell us
a little about the good old days.
Obviously, I hadn’t paid sufficient attention to the pre-visit publicity. Ms.
Mach is definitely not in the little-old-lady category and we heard noth-
ing of the old days. 

Liz Mach grew up in Minnesota in a large family of eight siblings.
After graduation from college and certification as a nurse, she was off to
the US Air Force to be a flight nurse. Then she flew in one of their planes,
was airsick the entire time and decided this was not to be her chosen pro-
fession. At that point Liz decided to have a go with Maryknoll as a lay
missioner. She could surely survive one “enlistment.” Almost thirty-five
years later, she is still serving in Africa—in Tanzania. 

Most of her work has been in health care, which today includes AIDS
treatment and prevention and maternal and child health at all levels. Early
in her Maryknoll career, Liz was part of a Maryknoll diocese. The diocese
is no longer administered by Maryknoll, but by a local African bishop,
with whom Ms. Mach works closely and apparently satisfactorily.

We had a gathering of perhaps thirty affiliate members and guests
who provided a covered dish dinner for all. The evening was a pleasure
socially and as a learning experience in yet another aspect of Maryknoll
history and current activities.

Liz Mach visits NEFL Affiliates

by Erin Phillips

As the month celebrating the rosary comes to a close, I personally am
taking a moment to reflect on what this beautiful prayer practice means to
me, as well as what it’s like making one. 

Growing up, it was overwhelming to learn the routine mystery for that
particular day and to have to say the Hail Mary over and over, etc. I never
truly connected with the rosary until I attended Search in the summer of
1995, and the weekly rosaries said at my fellow Searchers’  homes. Since
then, the rosary became a way to quiet my life down for 15 minutes to just
“be”; to “pray and not worry,” to quote one of my personal favorite saints:
Padre Pio.

While living in Clearwater in 2008, I saw an article about a woman
who made her son’s funeral flowers into beads and then into a rosary and
in turn, started a ministry to aid those grieving, by providing them with a
tangible reminder of their loved one. The touching beauty in that ministry
started my interest in making rosaries. Since then I’ve made many — for
family and friends — and a few special projects, including repairing a
special set that my mother carried when she married my father.

Each time I am stringing seed beads or wrapping wire, I not only say
the particular prayer for that bead, but also think of who will use that
rosary and that my handiwork will comfort or inspire someone to love this
prayer as much as I do. It matters very little if the rosary I’m making is
sterling silver and Swarovski crystal, plastic beads on twine or simple
knots in black for our military— my prayers and thoughts are the same—
that each time these beads pass through someone’s hands they are con-
necting with God though our Blessed Mother. 

The beautiful day we had October 1 amplified the warmth in my heart
—  seeing so many of our fellow parishioners representing our many cul-
tures. To hear the words I know in English, recognize in Spanish and
French, also said in Taglog and Vietnamese is something that stays with
me every time I start “I believe in God...”

These Beads
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photo by Christina Gagnon

A Caring Letter
Saturday, September 17, 2011 10:17 p.m., EDT

This is a letter Greg received the weekend after we came to St. Jude’s.
It touched him more than you can ever imagine...to know that his child’s
suffering had meaning for someone else. He asked Raine (the woman who
wrote the letter) if he could share it with you. God bless.

And Raine....thank you. Suzette

August 1, 2011

Dear Mr. Gagnon,

Last night after laying my youngest son down for the night, I went to
my room to read. There are some nights that Lucas will just quietly fall to
sleep and there are other nights where bedtime becomes a dramatic dis-
play of his vocal abilities. Last night it quickly became apparent that it
was to be one of those nights. I tried to continue reading, ignoring him in
the hopes he would cry himself to sleep but as I sat there and listened his
crying became relentless. In that moment, when I was struggling between
my own selfish needs of solace and my child’s needs of consolation, I
thought of your wife and I got up without hesitation and went to Lucas. 

There are no explanations as to why tragic things happen to the ones
we love and I won’t try to offer you what doesn’t exist. But, in pondering
your heartache I am reminded both living and dying, health and illness,
love and heartache, are all part of the realm of God’s mystery. And the
hardest part of this truth is that we are not challenged to understand the
mystery, we are challenged to let the mystery be. 

I will tell you your trial will cause others to reach out compassionate-
ly in unknown ways; it will cause others to confront difficult issues
they’ve been denying in their own lives; it will teach others the impor-
tance of appreciating the preciousness of a moment and not letting it pass
by. It will teach others to love more deeply. That too, how one’s pain
brings peace to another, is part of the mystery. 

There are many Sundays at Christ the King when I feel the congrega-
tion enters, sits, and leaves. I yearn for more, for hearts to open, faces to
lift towards the heavens, tears of passion and praise to fall. This past
Sunday, your Sunday, I felt that love. I felt the awe of our community, the
tenderness of life in our hands, of us, the people, sharing in the pain of
living…and loving. Your tears intertwined with Father Sal’s, Richard’s
voice crying out above us, and the people…the people sitting in silence,
allowing the reality of the moment, of your truth, of your pain- our pain,
of the overwhelming bittersweet love of our Lord, all of it, the people sit-
ting there, silently, soaking it in. We breathed in the presence of God on
your Sunday. 

As I opened Lucas’ door last night and went in, he reached for me and
I lifted him. We sat there, in his room, me cradling him, until he slept.
Again, my heart went to your wife whose son is too big now to cradle in
a small rocker and her pain was my own, if but for the briefest of
moments. Life is tender, our moments become memories and our children
grow older. We feel triumph as we meet milestones yet there are always
setbacks- that’s what makes living and loving so very scary. The mystery
of God’s love in our most painful moments, our darkest hours. He’s there
though, I know it. I just wish it was easier to see sometimes.

I wish you healing and peace, moments of clarity and the courage of
deepening faith. You and your precious family are in my prayers and
guide me, too, in my moments of reality. May God’s grace shine brightly
over your son. 

In His love,

Raine Araya

Saturday, August 27, 2011 11:15 p.m., CDT

written by Suzette Gagnon

Today Nick and I were talking about chemotherapy on Tuesday. He is
a little worried about his surgery in about six weeks and he is very wor-
ried about getting his Cisplatin again in two weeks (this made him very
ill last time). I of course was trying to find ways to help him keep posi-
tive and have faith in the doctors and nurses to keep him on an even keel
while in the hospital. I watch him go through his faith journey at the same
time I am going through mine.

When big brother Tim went into the army nearly 4 1/2 years ago, he
was just one month over 18 years old. He went to boot camp, and
advanced training and was stationed in Ft. Drum, New York. Even at his
very young age, I was fine with Tim starting his new life and had great
faith in a large number of people to keep him safe, fed, healthy, etc. My
crisis came when I found out he would be sent into a war zone for a year.
Greg and I went to Mass and prayed, and wept, and prayed some more. It
took months before I finally stopped crying during Mass. When I realized
I had no control over this situation, I finally gave Tim over to God’s care.
When I did this, my heart was free. But I didn’t realize that God had been
in charge all along. People would buy him meals wherever he traveled
(strangers, mind you) and shake his hand to thank him for his service, and
send him packages and mail while he was overseas. He was well cared for
as if he was not just my child but everyone’s child.

When Chris went to college, I did not know how I would be able to
pay for it. But I knew she was smart and worked hard and applied herself
and I had faith that we would find a way. I didn’t find a way, but God did.
Chris received a scholarship from UNF that is funded by a parishioner at
Christ the King. A gift that lasts through four years of college. God
answers prayers.

Now I am with my third child, Nicholas. I feel like Peter when Jesus
asked him to give up his boat and fishing nets, family, friends, life...to fol-
low him, to start a life in Christ. My family and I have given up these
things as well to some extent (even if only temporarily ) to follow Christ’s
call for our lives, to care for Nick in his greatest hour of need. Peter had
the faith to do that and I pray every day for the same type of faith. Peter
was the one disciple that truly knew that Jesus was the Christ, yet Peter
faltered several times, denying Christ three times, almost drowning
instead of trusting that Christ would be able to help him walk on water.
But Peter persisted in his faith with Christ’s help. I pray every day for that
same strength of faith. 

This past month I have realized that Nick’s future, even my family’s
future is not in my hands, but in God’s hands. Like Chris and Tim, and
Greg and me, it has always been in God’s hands. Did you know that I
have only two hands? Guess what, God has a lot more hands than I do...he
is very resourceful. I now truly understand where that serenity prayer
comes from...where that footprints in the sand prayer comes from. It
comes from faith and God’s abiding love. I have always believed this sit-
uation would make us stronger if not better people. I had no idea about
the truly awesome power of God’s love. I heard about it every week at
church, and even had people tell me about it, but I guess you just have to
experience God’s love to truly even begin to understand. Don’t take It for
granted. And thank you, everyone, for the prayers, love and support that
are helping our family through this faith journey. We love you guys and
miss you terribly. God Bless.

God’s Resources
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I Have Seen God
This was written by Suzette on the
Caringbridge website, August 19,
2011. Her son, Nick, continues his
treatment at St. Jude’s Center in
Memphis, TN.

by Suzette Gagnon

There is a song by Frank Sinatra
wherein he answers his son’s
question, “What does God look
like?”

It has been a very trying day
again, physically and emotionally. It
all starts well but can change very
rapidly, either not feeling well or
getting dehydrated or any number of

other things. But even having had one of those days that involved several
bouts of crying and a few moments of raised voices, I find myself going
back to this song.

I will tell you what God looks like to me right now. He is a friend who
listens to you when you really don’t make sense or even sound selfish. He
is a sister who has been there and is happy to give advice but mostly to
encourage. He is a brother who will forgive a past and love you in spite
of it. He is a father or mother who will be there no matter what. He is a
friend that drove hundreds of miles out of the way to “stop by on the way
home.” He is a miraculous “passport” that leads to a blessing by a beloved
priest. He is a song sung in prayer and a prayer given in earnest. He is in
a blanket. He is in a grown man crying outside your son’s room because
of the unfairness of your child’s pain. He is a child willing to give up her
dream even if only temporarily so that I can have peace of mind. He is the
friend who fights valiantly for you so that your family can have the
security that comes with the benefits that can only be had with a job. He
is a long journey with a Ferrrari. He is the voice of a friend raised in
prayer on your behalf. He is hundreds, possibly thousands of people
praying and hoping, and loving a brave young man they may not even
know. It is the face of a child that in spite of his pain and obvious illness
still says please and thank you, and I am sorry, and I forgive you.

I must say that anyone who does not know God, does not have their
eyes open. I thank everyone for bringing God into our lives in ways even
we may not know. I thank God every day for the gift of friendship, family,
and His precious Love. And I know that because of Him, Nick will
continue bravely on the long road to wellness.

Name that Saint

Born in the 1600’s

Feast day is September 28

Made his living as a

calligrapher

He proclaimed: “ I am a

Catholic and

wholeheartedly accept

death for the Lord;

if I have a thousand lives,

all of them I will offer to

Him.”

In Japan in 1637, he was

hung from a gallows by

his feet.

His beatification

ceremony in 1981 was the

first held outside the

Vatican.

He became the first

Filipino saint in 1987.

Answer is found somewhere in the Courier

Musical Musings:

x What Can I Give Him?
Give Him My Heart x

by Tina Caiñas Harrell, CTK Music Director

Often I have heard Father Thanh share in his funeral homilies, what a
great gift the faculty of memory is in order to hold a departed loved-one
close to the heart and alive, especially in the midst of the challenges that
come in facing the loss of that person’s presence in their everyday lives.

Music is very powerful in stirring the memory banks and calling
forward the most amazing and sometimes vivid recollections of people
and/or events and can transport you back in time to a specific moment.  In
hearing a song, I have often found myself lost in the sights, smells,
sounds, faces, and incredible details of an event from my past life.
Usually, if anyone is with me when that happens, the question is asked,
“where were you just now?” and I have the opportunity to share all that
got triggered by the special melody or words of that song.

There is one song that has been floating around in my head and heart
a lot lately, “In the Bleak Mid-Winter.”  The melody itself is rather unique
and somewhat haunting in nature, but the last verse has always stopped
me dead in my tracks and caused me to wonder, ponder, and meditate; and
so, I share with you my thoughts.

Whenever I hear that carol, a movie almost immediately comes into
my mind,  “The Bishop’s Wife,” starring David Niven as an Anglican
bishop obsessed with building a cathedral on a hill and imploring
Heaven’s help.  An angel, played by Cary Grant, is sent as an answer to
his prayer and the fun begins, as God’s way of dealing with this minister
is obviously not the answer he was looking for.  The cathedral does not
get built, but the bishop’s heart gets “rebuilt” in terms of re-aligning his
priorities with God’s, a prayer life, time with family, humility in one’s
station in life, and surrender of one’s will to God’s.  The last scene in the
movie is the bishop’s sermon (a revised one written by the angel) in which
you can actually see the conversion in this man as he shares the words on
the page and realizes this sermon is really for him.  It’s about an empty
stocking at Christmas:  one that is reserved for Jesus and the challenge to
his listeners to consider “what are you going to give the Christ-
Child…what gift do you have for the Savior?”

This brings me to the words of “In the Bleak Mid-Winter,” which I
myself sang as a little child (which is why I always have a little girl sing
the last verse…); “What can I give Him, poor as I am?  If I were a
shepherd, I would bring a lamb, If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;
Yet what I can I give Him; give my heart.”  I can remember singing that
in a Catholic School Christmas play and thinking that it would indeed be
a splendid gift to give the Baby Jesus my heart!  

Born into an immigrant family, we were poor during my childhood;
not like in third world countries, but there were some tough economic
struggles.  In today’s difficult economy, I think about the financial
challenges of families that I encounter at Christ the King as they share
their stories, and remember this verse and how it gave me comfort when
I was young.  We didn’t have much, but I had a treasure,  Baby Jesus.

It gives me comfort now to know that it isn’t what we possess that
makes us who we are (worldly goods), but rather possessing a strong faith
in Jesus Christ and surrendering all my trust, all my love, and all my heart
to Him that defines who I am.  This year, I’m going to put an empty
stocking on our fireplace mantle and attach a crucifix to remind me of yet
another Christmas carol that I love which says; “I wonder as I wander out
under the sky, why Jesus my Savior was born for to die?” and try to
remember in the midst of the sometimes busy hustle and bustle of the
commercial side of Christmas, that my heart belongs to Jesus.  

Of course, if you can make the time to find a DVD and watch “The
Bishop’s Wife” and another classic “It’s A Wonderful Life,” and/or listen
to the two Christmas carols I mentioned, these movies and carols might
just take you down memory lane and straight into a deeper experience of
the Birth of Our Lord Jesus and bring a special and maybe even new
blessing into your celebrations this year. And as Tiny Tim says, “May God
bless us, one and all!”

Mass Time Changes at CTK
Beginning in January, there will be changes

in weekday Masses.

Weekday morning Mass will be Monday - Friday at 8:00 a.m.

Evening Mass will be available on

Monday, Wednesday & Friday at 5:30 p.m.

There will be no evening Mass on Tuesday or Thursday.

Saturday Mass will be at 8:00 a.m. 

with Sunday Vigil at 5:00 p.m.

Sunday Masses will remain the same.
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George Barletta hails from east Boston, Massachusetts.  He met his wife, Julie, while working in her home-

town of Redford, Michigan. They have two children.  Anthony is 26, attending the university in Boulder,

Colorado, where he is working toward his PhD. George said he loves to visit his son, as Boulder is truly God’s

country. Andrea who is 23 is a teacher at Andrew Jackson High School here in Jacksonville. The family has been

part of the Christ the King family for twelve years. If you know them, you know they always greet everyone

with a warm smile. George and Julie really love people and are always willing to help whenever they can.

George has worked for Publix Super Markets, Inc. for sixteen years. Besides his busy work schedule he is an

RCIA Coordinator, Liturgy Coordinator, Lector, Eucharistic Minister and is part of the Queen of Peace Radio

Station.

Niki Wallace hails from Houston, Texas and her husband, David, from New York City. They met here in

Jacksonville at Niki’s 30th birthday party. They were married at Christ the King Church. Their daughter, Amy, is

twenty years old and attending UNF. Their son, David, is eighteen years old, attends Bishop Kenny, and will

graduate in 2012. Both Amy and David graduated from Christ the King School. The family have been parish-

ioners for twenty-seven years. Niki works as a test analyst for Pinnacle Business Solutions. David works at

Comcast as a Customer Support Specialist. Niki loves being a part of the hand bell choir and volunteering in

the Religious Article Store. Parishioners enjoy her outgoing friendly personality.

Jerry and Marian Blair were high school sweethearts. They started dating when they were sixteen, and have

been married for 61 years. And people said it wouldn’t last. Jerry is originally from Crescent City, Florida and

Marian comes from St. Augustine. They were married in the cathedral in St. Augustine. They had three children,

two boys and a girl. Sadly one of the sons died four years ago. Their daughter, Marie, lives in North Carolina

and their son Marty lives in Jacksonville. They are the proud grandparents of five grandchildren and the great-

grandparents to five great-grandchildren. Jerry is retired from Miller Electric. They have been part of Christ the

King for a little over six years. Jerry is the head of the Sacristan Ministry, volunteers with EMHC and the Heart

Association.

Sam Clements came to Jacksonville in 1960 from Louisville, Kentucky. His wife, Janet, is from Indiana,

Pennsylvania. They met here in Jacksonville and have five children, eight grandchildren and one great grand-

child. Sam is a retired computer consultant. Sam has been a parishioner for forty years. Janet is a member of

Christ the King Council of Catholic Women. Sam has a very busy schedule. He proofreads the bulletin, sings in

the King’s Choir, participates in Adoration, works with St. Vincent de Paul, and is a member of the Men’s Club

(small group), Why Catholic?, and the Stewardship/Welcome Committee. 

Tenth Annual International Celebration
January 8, 2012

11:00 a.m. International Mass 

Concelebrated with

Bishop Felipe Estevez 

Prepare and share your favorite ethnic dish

From French to Indian

Hungarian to Haitian

We need all nationalities’ cuisines
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by Carol-Ann Black

The October Rosary Procession for this year was held on Saturday,
October 1. It was an amazingly beautiful day and the participation was
excellent. As you will see in the photos on this page, the Knights of
Columbus in their fine regalia, were the honor guard. The Vietnamese
children in their elegant red and gold dresses were especially beautiful.
The statue of Mary was carried by four of the current class of confirma-
tion students. Prayers were said in English, Tagalog, Vietnamese and
Spanish as the procession wound its way around the parking lot and into
the church for Mass. Readings were done in English and in French, the
gospel in Spanish and music was performed by the Vietnamese and Fil-
Am choirs. Of course the Vietnamese girls did their graceful, prayerful
flower dance. When Mass was finished the congregation flowed over to
the parish hall for refreshments. Not only did we have coffee and various
breads and muffins and cakes, but from the Fil-Am community there was
a special soup and pancit (noodles) and from the Vietnamese community
we had egg rolls and fried rice and sticky rice. 

The special highlight of the day was the celebration of Father Thanh’s
10th anniversary as pastor of Christ the King. A fine banner and balloons
and then a delicious cake were enjoyed by all.

Rosary Procession, October 2011
Photos by Mike Monlezun
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Religious Education

In Action
by Lucille Guzzone

Well over one hundred children have enrolled in Religious Education
for Children this year. Because these young parishioners do not attend
our school, the staff devotes itself to imparting to them a detailed knowl-
edge of our Faith and a strong sense of spirituality and morality. In addi-
tion to their classes, children participate in an All Hallows Eve assembly,
a Christmas Songfest, and an Easter celebration. Once again, the reli-
gious education staff works along with the teachers of the school in
preparing the children for the sacraments. This includes planning retreats
and parents’ meetings. 

This year, former catechists, Greg Manns and Jean O’Connor, have
returned to the staff teaching fourth and seventh grades respectively.
Instructors returning are Terry Yip, Betty Wheeler, Jenny McClellan,
Page Peeler, Millie Cabrera, Al Martin, and Joe Birch. Wanda Klima,
who assists the director, is joined by new parishioner and UNF student
majoring in education, Amelia Murphy. Amelia will work primarily as a
teachers’ aide and as a substitute.

Religion is the only subject in this program.  It is the primary goal of
all involved to make it one of the favorites in the overall education of the
youngsters who attend.

A Prayer of

Thanksgiving

Submitted by Carol-Ann Black,

with permission of Glenmary Home Missioners

Lord God, on this day of Thanksgiving,

we ask your blessings on our family, 

our friends, our home, our health – and on the

food we are about to eat.

We thank you for this time together and 

the many gifts that you have given us.

Help us to remember in this time

of bounty those less fortunate.

And may your love consume us all

that we might share in your glory.

Amen

St. Vincent de Paul

Food Bags
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by Yolanda Cerqueira 

Yes, the Sisters of St. Joseph are back at Christ the King. They may be
small in numbers but they are mighty in their service to the Lord and to
the people of our diocese. These delightful sisters are very warm-hearted
and friendly and have been in our area since 2010. Their names are: Sister
Nancy who is a Jacksonville native; Sister Elizabeth Marie who began life
in Syracuse, New York; and Sister Ann who is also from Jacksonville and
is a graduate of Bishop Kenny. Sister Nancy and Sister Elizabeth Marie
entered the convent in the 1950s and Sister Ann became a religious in the
1970s. 

These joyful sisters have had interesting and productive lives as you
will see as the article unfolds. The same questions were posed to each of
the three sisters; each one brings their own uniqueness and special talents
in service to the Lord and his people.  The first question and probably the
most obvious was: 

Who influenced you the most in your decision to enter the religious
life?

Sister Nancy said, “As a girl growing up, my thoughts centered
around becoming a nurse, marrying, and having children but this changed
in eighth grade when the General Superior came to our class and invited
us girls to think about serving God as a teacher or taking care of orphans.
The part about taking care of orphans really excited me because there
would be children to love and care for. This really began to tug at me; but
in the end, it was not what I wanted but what God wanted of me.” 

Sister Elizabeth Marie answered, “My mother had a great deal of
influence on me and encouraged me to think about religious life. The
sisters who taught me at school also had a big influence on my decision.
After attending the University of Florida for one year I entered the
convent. It was a gift from God.” 

Sister Ann responded, “In answer to your question about who
influenced me in my decision to enter religious life I would have to say it
goes back to my family life, my Church and the Sisters of St. Joseph. They
all played a very important part in my life. I knew early on that God was
calling me to religious life but I was not ready to respond to that life-
calling in the beginning. I really preferred to be married and have
children. l did all sorts of things to avoid answering the call. I worked for
the Prudential Insurance Company of America and with one of my best
friends opened a boutique called the “Namedropper.” But there came a
time when I had to come face to face with God and answer the call that I
knew was mine. I have been in religious life for thirty-seven years and
though there have been ups and downs (as in all vocations) I have never
regretted following the call of the Lord to religious life.” 

What was and is now your primary work in the Convent? 

Sister Nancy said, “I became a second grade teacher and prepared my
students for First Communion in the parish of St. Patrick in Gainesville,
then at St. James in Orlando, St. Peter and Paul in Miami, and Sacred
Heart in Lake Worth. In 1976 I changed pace by teaching kindergarten in
St. Augustine for several years and later became coordinator of the
Mother House while it was undergoing renovations.” 

Sister Nancy was later asked by Sister Elizabeth Marie to join her in
Morning Star School in Orlando where she worked with Down’s
syndrome children. Among her many duties was teaching the art of
cooking which was an important task for these children to master. Sister
Nancy served there for 15 years.  

Prior to coming to Jacksonville, Sister Nancy served as Administrator-
Coordinator of the Motherhouse properties and as secretary to the General
Superior in St. Augustine. 

In 2010 all three sisters moved to Jacksonville where Sister Nancy
works at the Rectory several days a week with her official title being
Coordinator of Volunteer Ministries. Besides that, she goes with Walter
Henderson to visit the sick and to bring them Holy Eucharist. In addition,
Sister Nancy cares for her 92 year old mother who still lives by herself! 

Sister Elizabeth Marie has been in religious life for 59 years! Her
primary work has been teaching and working with mentally-challenged
children and adults. 

Sister taught at Morning Star School here in Jacksonville when it was
located at St. Paul’s Riverside. Sister was there for two years. She also
taught school at St. Peter and Paul in Miami and worked in Morning Star
schools located in Lantana and West Palm. 

In 1964 she was moved to Orlando where she stayed until 2010
working with the mentally-challenged. Sister knows the problems that
these people face, and she worked diligently to see that when they went
out into the community they would be accepted. She prayed that God
would give special graces to her and her ministry.  

As the years progressed Sister
saw the need for a special program
not only for children, but for adults
who deal with mental challenges.
She and Sister Nancy approached the
Bishop of Orlando to initiate such a
program. They were able to gather
supporters who endorsed this idea,
and finally with persistence and
prayer the bishop gave the go-ahead.
The dream was realized with the
building of the Bishop Grady Villas
which is home for 52 residents who
are 18 and older in St. Cloud,
Florida. There are six individual
homes with a separate hall for dining
and recreation.  

Bishop Grady Villas is a
residential community focused on
independence. Each person’s goals
are identified and encouraged.
Individuals learn to be as independent as possible in order to care for
themselves and their homes. The program is designed to treat the whole
person.  Along with the residential program there is also vocational
training for those with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Six
hours daily are scheduled in this area. Many of the participants in this
program are also actively seeking employment in the community. Each
person is unique and is carefully studied to find just the right area of
employment where their skills are matched to the employers’ needs. They
study the available transportation to and from work, medication
management, and areas where a person may have difficulty in the work
setting. This year the Bishop Grady Villas coordinated 26 on-the-job
training opportunities, supported 12 individuals in achieving permanent
job placements, and supported nine individuals in reaching 90 days of
employment post placement. 

This is a fantastic place with the opportunity for individuals with
disabilities to use their God-given gifts to achieve greater independence,
physical and emotional well-being, and spiritual growth. The writer has
seen a remarkable brochure on the Bishop Grady Villas. Seeing the photos
of the many, many smiling and happy faces of the residents in a myriad of
settings tells the tale far more than mere words.    

Sister Elizabeth, whose dream has blossomed into a very active
reality, is very modest about this accomplishment and says, “I was just a
tool whom God would put to work periodically.”

Today Sister Elizabeth Marie volunteers two days a week at the
Rainbow Workshop, which is part of L’Arche Harbor House.  

Sister Ann stated, “My primary
work at least for the first fifteen
years of my religious life was
working with and serving God’s
people as a teacher of children with
specific learning disabilities, as an
Assistant Principal and the Principal
of Cathedral Parish in St. Augustine.
In 1987 I was asked by my General
Superior to minister to the families
at St. Charles Elementary School in
Orlando as principal.

In 1995 I was asked to assume
the responsibility of coordinator and
administrator of our Motherhouse
complex. At the same time, I served
the congregation as a Counselor to
the General Superior as well as
going to school to study social work.

I served the people of Duval and St.
Johns Counties in the field of social work until 2002 when I was elected
General Superior of our Congregation. I served in this capacity until 2010
when my term of office was up. Now I volunteer as an Annulment
Advocate for Assumption Parish and for the Diocese of St. Augustine.”  

What has given you the most satisfaction or joy in being a sister?

Sister Nancy responded, “Knowing this is where I belong.” 
Sister Elizabeth Marie said, “Having companions to walk the

journey spiritually and sharing the ministry.” 
Sister Ann replied, “Doing the work of Christ among His people.” 

There were several more questions that were posed and intriguing
responses given but unfortunately this would add several pages. However,
there is one thing that Sister Nancy said that came as a surprise. 

Sister, Sister, Sister 

Sister Elizabeth Marie

Sister Ann
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Tim Talks

by Frank Japour

It has been fourteen months
since our beloved hand-carved
wooden Crucifix collapsed into the
concrete fountain and inquiring
minds are asking what is being
done to replace it. Initially, the con-
sideration was to repair the dam-
aged fountain and replace the
Crucifix with one sculpted in
bronze. 

A committee was appointed
and a search for a sculptor was ini-
tiated, with several being identi-
fied. Negotiations on costs ensued
as well as bids on the repair of the
fountain. The result was sticker
shock causing the committee to
look at other options. The fountain
as it is currently situated utilizes
only a small portion of the “island”
park-like space available. The
committee concluded that the set-
ting naturally lends itself to full
development as a place for interac-
tive catechesis and meditation. 

At this writing we have con-
tracted with Flagg Design Studio to
further develop and finalize con-
struction documents for THE
GARDEN OF THE PASCHAL
MYSTERY. The Garden will
include interpretations of the
Agony in the Garden, the
Crucifixion, and the Resurrection.
We anticipate groundbreaking
before Christmas. This project
promises to enhance the extraordi-
nary beauty of our campus and will
serve as a pilgrimage site in our
community and beyond. Funding
opportunities are currently avail-
able. Please contact Frank Japour
in the rectory for further informa-
tion.

The Garden of the

Paschal Mystery

One of the questions asked of the
sisters was about the changes they
have seen since they first entered the
convent. Surely they would not fail
to mention that the garments they
now wear have undergone a com-
plete turnover. At the time of Vatican
Council II all religious were encour-
aged to go back and examine their
roots. 

Sister Nancy said there was a
definite reason why the nuns had
dressed in the manner they did until
the late 1960s and early 1970s. “In
seventeenth century France, it was
not considered proper for young
ladies to be out in the streets of the
city unaccompanied. The only single women permitted to go into the
streets were widows, traditionally dressed in widow’s weeds. The Sisters
of St. Joseph, however, were founded to go out and minister to the poor
and needy women of the city. In order to accomplish their ministry, they
adopted the garb of the widow. Thus they were able to serve the needs of
the people in their neighborhood. In today’s world the dress of the widow
does not stand out from anyone else.”    

The sisters now live together in a lovely home not far from the church.
In their home they have a chapel where they gather for morning and
evening prayer each day. They also gather once a week for a special holy
hour for vocations. At all other times, the sisters can sit in the presence of
the Blessed Sacrament for private prayer and meditation. There is a sense
of peace and serenity about the sisters and their place of residence. Surely
the Lord must dwell in their midst! 

Sister, Sister, Sister 

Sister Nancy

We are entering the time of
year when the holiday season
is upon us. The frantic pace of
trying to get all of the shopping
done, attending the numerous
parties, preparing the house for
guests, and booking those trav-
el plans to be with friends and
family for the holidays take
center stage. We often forget
what the actual meaning of the

season is truly about as we are inundated by the commercial aspect of
huge sales or getting the latest gadgets or toys.

It is certainly easy to be overwhelmed by the onslaught of television
commercials, print ads, and email spam. They try to bleed us dry, and the
meaning of Christmas gets washed away in a sea of iPods, Elmo dolls,
video games, and credit card debt.  

Christmas is a time for all of us to celebrate a rebirth of sorts. As
Catholics, all of us know the routine: we go to Mass each week and see
the same faces the majority of the time; except twice a year when our
church goes from the usual suspects to brimming with new faces eager to
make their semi-annual pilgrimage to Mass. 

Easter and Christmas make us all want to return to the traditions we
grew up with, fighting over a parking space, squeezing eight people into
a pew built for four, and attending Mass with the family.

With Christmas just around the corner, we need to take the time to step
back from the frantic pace that we normally face, and remember the rea-
son for this holiday. We are celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ, our
Savior. 

Take this time to renew your faith, and to get a little closer to your
parish community. If you’re only here for one of your semi-annual visits,
welcome to Christ the King. Before you leave, look at what this vibrant
parish community has to offer. This is a perfect opportunity for you to
come home to the faith, and to become part of a parish environment that
is both welcoming, and fulfilling.

While others are looking for commercial ways to recognize you dur-
ing the Christmas season, give yourself a present and take a step closer to
your faith. Become part of the Christ the King family. Share in the litur-
gy, partake in the Eucharist, and stay for the fellowship. 

That is the best gift anyone could ask for. Make the commitment to
come closer to your faith, and to become an active part of our parish fam-
ily. 

by Katrina

Note: Core member Katrina used
her Brailler to write this story
about Peace House assistant
Rhona Johnson

Loving a favorite friend is a
good thing to do. And calling you
my Favorite. Somebody that is a
good whistler and likes to use good
smelling things after taking a bath
or shower. And lets me feel your
face when you give me my
eardrops. My Favorite is a very
good person and is very sweet to
me. She says hello every morning,
asks me how my day was at work,
and does laundry and hangs up my
clothes by herself. And speaks up
when she has problems. And lis-
tens to me when I talk about things
that happened at blind school. And
you asked me when I learned
braille. I said at the school for the
blind in St. Augustine. I know all of
the teachers there, and my friends
there. Thing that I like about the
school – I enjoyed going on trips.
When my Favorite first came here
it was nice to meet you, and I start-
ed to call you Favorite. I love you,
and I am pleased to write a story
for you, a special favorite person.
And I am blind and use a hearing
aid, and I can do many things.

Favorite, you are the love to me
and a good person to have fun with
on the day-cation. I love you very
much. Take your story home and
read to somebody.

The End.

Loving a
Favorite FriendChrist the King

Penance Service

Monday, December 12 at 7:00 p.m.

What better way to prepare for

the birth of our Lord?
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abcd The History of 

by Frank Becht

This article is being written in response to my wife Betty suggesting that she felt Marj Burke, a long time member, should be given credit for her
many years of service on the Altar Society.

When accepting the challenge, I did not realize the difficulty in doing so. It turns out that little has been written about the Altar Society in the 57
years of history of Christ the King. So it became a challenge for there was little to find of the past for this particular ministry. What has been written
did not include names. All of the originals no longer exist and those remaining can’t remember. Unusual? Not really.

Ministry responsibilities

The ministry was formed to assist in keeping the church and altar area orderly and setting up for daily Mass. Originally the women of the parish
provided floral arrangements and displays for the feast days and weddings. They washed the long albs and various vestments, even the largest altar
covers if needed. This was in addition to cleaning the church and ironing linens and purificators. Over time some of these functions were no longer
performed.

Teams are now divided into groups of four to five people who are assigned areas of the church to be cleaned and put in order. In addition there
are individual members who iron and launder linens at home as needed to provide clean altar linens and purificators used for Mass.

First Ministry Head 1957- 1966
The Altar Society was formed in October 1957 at the request of founding Pastor Father W. Thomas

Larkin. Prior to that time, it was assumed that the altar work was done by Father Larkin’s sister, Clarice
Larkin, who lived in the rectory at the time, and Cora Schultz, the first church secretary. At that time
the church secretary’s job included many activities such as bookkeeping, payroll, answering the phone,
preparing the church bulletin and a myriad of other duties.

The original article that appeared in the 10th Anniversary Booklet was very brief and included a
photo of six of the original nine members performing functions on the church altar, but had no names.
It has been learned that the first ministry head was Rosemary Marksteiner who was very ably assisted
by another original founding member, Margie Heater. With only nine members, the original group may
have performed weekly or bi-weekly functions. 

Photo of co-chair Marge Heater

Photo of Rosemary Marksteiner was not available. If any one has such, please provide to the
Courier for our archives.

Second Ministry Head 1966-1999
The second ministry head was Anne Olinto, a current member of Christ the King and founding member of the parish. Anne was very

involved in all aspects of parish life as was her husband, Crosby. Anne served as Altar Society ministry head for 33 years beginning
about 1970. She performed all altar society functions, including washing and ironing of altar clothes and linens and occasional vest-
ments, which were most often sent to the cleaners. 

Anne was ably assisted by Margie Heater, who continued in the ministry, as well as Fran Woods, an active old-timer. Sister Therese
was another person who could be counted on to see that there were adequate altar cloths and vestments for church functions. Another
very able and dependable person was Joseph Stazenski, a man who could be counted on when needed.

During Anne Olinto’s years as ministry head, there were eight to ten teams averaging four to five members per team. Each team had
a captain responsible for calling and getting everyone to their assigned work day.

During the history of the Altar Society, Anne was the only person who seems to have received an award or acknowledgment of supe-
rior service. In July 1999, she received a Papal Blessing from Pope John Paul II for 22 years of service. She also received a Lifetime
Service Award from Christ the King in 2008.

Co-Chair, Marge Heater

Anne Olinto



November 2011 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 19

Person of Renown

The person of Renown is none other than Marj Burke, a founding member of Christ the
King and long time team leader, who has probably served on the committee longer than any
other known person. She began her service on the Altar Society in the late 1960s when
Rosemary Marksteiner was the ministry head; Marj retired from service in December 2010,
after a total of 44 years.

During their years as founding members of Christ the King, Marj and her husband,
Harry, now deceased, were both very involved in many ministries in Christ the King,
including being heavily involved in Christ the King School to support their five children
who all graduated from CTKS and Bishop Kenny High School.

During this period of time she has done all of the various functions performed by the
Altar Society other than serving as the ministry head. I am told she worked mostly in the
altar area during the weekly cleanup sessions. During the week she also was a one-person
linen team member who did laundry and ironing of small corporals and altar cloths in her
home on a regular basis.  

Several other persons making up one-member linen teams are Jo Thomas, Debbie
Scobie,  Jackie Comstock, Yolanda Cerqueira, Nancy Chapman, Helen Damato and Mickey
Kenny. In addition, there are numerous other persons who have served many years on the
Altar Society, who qualify as persons of “renown,” whom I’ve not been able to identify.

The Altar Society       abcd

Fourth Ministry Head 2009

Our current ministry head, Elaine Callaway, took the lead in January 2009.  The following
are the teams for 2011:
Team #I Captain – Imogene Praxedes

Riana Praxedes, Lou Petalver, Christy Anderson, Josephine Harding, Celia Espejo
Team #2 Captain- Sonya Yates

Sandy Steele, Jeanette Sullivan, Debi Ethridge, Tyler Alvarez( Jennifer)
Team #3 Captain Jackie Comstock

Cheryl Davis, June Morgan, Lee Callahan, Marisol Chang
Team #4 Captain Lan Le

Hoa Nguyen, Xuoc T. Vu, Van Le, Hong T. Tran, Buom Do, Madelene Vang
Nguyen, Zuyen Kim Tran, Mai Keisling

Team #5 Captain Sandy Kraus
Kelly Stephens, Marcella Mikell, Shuri Smith, Debra Wheeler, Lisa Ortiz

Team #6 Captain Mary Ann Sullivan
Denise Smith, Elaine Callaway, Marie Janvier, Ann Richards, Alice Ogak

Team #7 Captain Lan Le,
Hoa Nguyen, Xuoc T. Vu, Van Le, Hong T. Tran, Buom Do, MadeleneVang
Nguyen, Zuyen Kim Tran, Mai Keisling

You will note that Team #4 and #7 are duplicates. In December 2010, one entire team,
which had served for a great number of years, retired from service. Instead of forming an
entirely new team, the Vietnamese team decided to serve two weeks in the cycle.

Third Ministry Head 1999-2008

In January 1999, Debbie Scobie assumed the responsibility of the Altar Society. She
held this position until December 2008. During Debbie’s tenure of nine years, there were
seven teams consisting of four to six people with assigned duties. In addition to the teams
cleaning the church, nine to ten people provided ironing services at home. Debbie still
provides ironing assistance for I caught her doing such upon one of my inquiries.

It turns out that Debbie also experienced the valuable help of a male counterpart,
Richard Daniels, who did ironing at home for several years. Sounds like he’d make a good
housemaid; maybe that’s why his wife Kathy could spend the time she does in putting the
Courier together.

Christ the King is truly blessed to have many dedicated women and a few men who are willing to give numerous hours of their time to serve God,
the Church and their community. They are exemplary Catholics, a shining example for the many Catholics who do little or nothing. Don’t be one of
these; make it your business by becoming involved in Christ the King.  Get involved in your parish; this is one way! It’s just a phone call away!!!
Elaine Callaway – 537-5830
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We Were Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and

Marines Once – And Young
by Paul Ghiotto

Veterans’ Day is intended to
honor and thank all military
personnel who served the United
States in all its wars, particularly
living veterans. It is marked by
parades and church services and in
many places the American flag is
hung at half-mast. A period of
silence lasting two minutes may be
held at 11:00 a.m. Jacksonville
always has a very nice Veterans
Day parade, which begins
downtown at 11:00 a.m. on
November 11.

Why is Veterans’ Day officially
observed on November 11? On the
11th hour of the 11th day of the
11th month of 1918 an armistice
between Germany and the Allied
nations went into effect. On
November 11, 1919, Armistice Day
was commemorated for the first
time. In 1919, President Wilson
proclaimed the day should be
“filled with solemn pride in the
heroism of those who died in the
country’s service and with
gratitude for the victory.” There
were plans for parades, public
meetings and a brief suspension of
business activities at 11:00 a.m.

In 1926, the United States
Congress officially recognized the
end of World War I and declared
that the anniversary of the
armistice should be commemorated
with prayer and thanksgiving. The
Congress also requested that the
president should “issue a
proclamation calling upon the
officials to display the flag of the
United States on all government
buildings on November 11 and
inviting the people of the United
States to observe the day in schools
and churches, or other suitable
places, with appropriate
ceremonies of friendly relations
with all other peoples.”

An Act (52 Stat. 351; 5 U. S.
Code, Sec. 87a) was approved on
May 13, 1938, which made
November 11 in each year a legal
holiday, known as Armistice Day.
This day was originally intended to
honor veterans of World War I. A
few years later, World War II
required the largest mobilization of
service men in the history of the
United States and the American
forces fought in Korea. In 1954, the
veterans’ service organizations
urged Congress to change the word
“Armistice” to “Veterans.”
Congress approved this change and
on June 1, 1954, November 11
became a day to honor all
American veterans, wherever and
whenever they had served.

In 1968 the Uniforms Holiday
Bill (Public Law 90-363 (82 Stat.
250)) made an attempt to move
Veterans Day to the fourth Monday
of October. The bill took effect in
1971. However, this caused a lot of
confusion as many states disagreed

with this decision and continued to
hold Veterans’ Day activities on
November 11. In 1975, President
Gerald R. Ford signed Public Law
94-97 (89 Stat. 479), which stated
that Veterans’ Day would again be
observed on November 11 from
1978 onwards. Veterans’ Day is
still observed on November 11.*

Christ the King Church has
many military veterans in its
membership. Some have finished
their service while others are still
serving their country. Some are in
their 80s and 90s. Others are
teenagers or barely into their 20s.
Places where they served range
from the battlefields of Europe,
Africa, the Middle East, and Asia to
the vast waters of the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans. Parishioners have
served in the Army, Marine Corps,
Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, and
Merchant Marine. It is indeed a
source of pride for those of us who
are veterans when the priest at
Mass asks those who served to
stand up and be recognized. 

But exactly what had to occur
so long ago for us to attain this
status? First, we had to make up
our minds to answer the call to
service, to pass a physical, and to
sign enlistment contract papers.
Then we left the security of home
and family and friends to travel to
exciting places like Great Lakes,
Illinois, Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia, or
Parris Island, South Carolina. We
were assigned roles in America’s
longest running Off Broadway
play, “Basic Training,” and were
assigned mentors who called
themselves “drill sergeants.” We
were issued lots of new clothing
and got our first free government
haircut – more like a “mow” than a
cut. 

In basic training we somehow
adapted to totally new
surroundings filled with strangers
who came from all walks of life
and all economic, educational,
ethnic, racial, and religious
backgrounds. People yelled at us
different than our parents did and
we learned all sorts of things best
expressed in acronyms. Eventually,
the unfamiliar became familiar and

after basic training, we were
rewarded by being sent to
additional exotic places and again
we adapted to strange people and
situations. Our “home away from
home” became a military platoon,
squadron, ship, or base. We were
amazed at how many of us got
letters from home that began with
the heartfelt words, “Dear John.”

Finally, we were all carefully
integrated into a military unit and
in many cases dispatched to the far
corners of the earth due to the
needs of the service in which we
served. More than one of us
remarked that we were “a long way
from Jacksonville” (or wherever
we called home) and that “I sure
wish my momma could see me
now!” Like Gary Cooper’s main
character in the 1940 film, Sergeant
York, we no doubt mused, “The
Lord sure does work in mysterious
ways!”

We did our duty and,
fortunately, most of us returned to
family and friends in one piece –
both physically and mentally.
Despite what we had encountered
and the changes in our persona we
adapted back into civilian life. We
thanked God for allowing us to
return. 

However, we will always
remember those with whom we
served; those who did not make it
back to hearth and home; and those
who returned but were forever
affected by war and its physical and
emotional toll. Much older now we
know the anguish felt by a parent
when a loved one is sent into a war
zone. We send letters and cards and
support packages from home
because we know the emotional
effect of having received the same
from our loved ones years ago.

We better appreciate military
humor displayed in movies, plays,
cartoons, and books. Some of us
may have attained high military
rank but at one time or another we
were each a “Sad Sack.”

We understand the need for
effective veterans’ support
programs. We appreciate veterans
who served in each of our country’s
wars. At official observances we

salute the flag and sing the Star
Spangled Banner with greater
awareness than most of our fellow
citizens. 

Many of us have seen “the
rockets’ red glare” and “the bombs
bursting in air.” We know
whenever we hear our national
anthem’s words, though first
written back in 1814, they are
repeated daily with much greater
meaning at U. S. military bases
around the world by sons and
daughters, mothers and fathers, and
husbands and wives who wear the
uniform today.

I first joined the Nocturnal
Adoration Society at Christ the
King back in 1962 when I was in
eighth grade. Included in the book
of devotions, which is still in use, is
a section which petitions God to
keep our country’s Catholic
military personnel safe from
physical and moral dangers, so that
they can return home sound in
mind, body and soul to a peaceful
civilian life. Little did I know then
that five years later I would be
serving my country on a U. S. Navy
cruiser in the waters off North and
South Vietnam. 

While it’s been 43 years since
my safe return from active service
many, many others have followed
me and also have returned. I heard
that one of the members of
Nocturnal Adoration Band One
(which I head) has a son who
served multiple tours in Iraq and
Afghanistan. We prayed the same
prayers for him that my father and
others prayed years ago during my
absence. Thankfully, this mother’s
son also survived and his parents
sleep much easier at night.
Continue to keep in your daily
prayer those who are still serving.

Included in this article are
photos of two different military
veterans in uniform. The first is
that of my great uncle, Duval
County native Pvt. Mario J. Losco,
who served in France in WWI, was
killed in July 1918, and has been
buried in a U.S. Military cemetery
there ever since.  The second is of
someone who looks a lot like me
when I was younger!

On November 11, take the time
to go to the Veterans Day parade.
Later, stop by the Jacksonville
Maritime Heritage Center in the
Jacksonville Landing. Here you
can see some great military
exhibits and films.

So, I hope that all you military
veterans – young and not so young
- enjoy our day. And tell those
young whippersnappers in your
family to drop down and “give you
20!” and to get a haircut!

Oh, and don’t forget. Great
Uncle Mario’s parade starts at
11:00 a.m.

*(note: the first five paragraphs
were taken from a government
website)
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by Paul Ghiotto

The Axis didn’t stand a chance
of winning WWII in the spring of
1943 once Margaret, the daughter of
Joe and Florence Eisenreich of
Murdock, Minnesota, put on the
gloves. The oldest of four sisters and
with one of two older brothers
already in the U.S. Army she decid-
ed that enough was enough. She was
leaving the family farm and her
community of 300 people near
Minneapolis and heading to
Chattanooga on the train. 

First, though, against her broth-
er’s wishes she enrolled at Fort
Snelling in the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC – later to become
simply the Women’s Army Corps). Private Eisenreich reported to nearby
Ft. Oglethorpe, GA and began six weeks of basic training followed by
another six weeks of Bakers and Cooks school on post. 

From beautiful Ft. Oglethorpe she reported to Camp White in
Medford, Oregon and began work in the post bakery. Displaced by
German POWs, she and her WAAC sisters moved south to Ft. Ord in
California. Here she worked in the mess hall and helped cook meals for
hospital patients. 

One of the soldiers she met at Ft. Ord was Edwin Yarborough of
Jacksonville who was about to ship out to the South Pacific – the theatre,
not the musical! They met at a social and began dating.

Eventually, the Army in its wisdom decided that now Sgt. Eisenreich
was needed at Dewitt (Army) General Hospital in Auburn, California.
She worked with medical records in Major Sullivan’s neuropsychiatry
unit. All the while she kept corresponding with Ed who made it to the
South Pacific where he hurt his knee in a training exercise. He spent the
rest of the war recuperating in and defending Hawaii from further
Japanese attacks.

Once Germany surrendered in early May 1945 and the country no
longer needed them, Margaret and Ed – now a civilian (Edwin stayed in
the Army Reserve and eventually retired as a colonel) – felt it safe to
marry. They wed on December 12, 1945 and Margaret was discharged
from the Army three days later! Margaret said she was happy in the WAC
and given the same circumstances she would do it again.

Margaret and Ed ended up having five children. Charter members of
Christ the King, the Yarborough clan has lived in Jacksonville since 1946.
Ed passed away in 1988. For the past four years Margaret has been the
“commanding officer” of The Atrium at Regency.

Happy Veterans Day, “Sarge,” and thanks for serving!

Sgt. Eisenreich Wins

The War!

by Frank Becht

This article is being written at the request of Everett and Jackie
Comstock, avid non-discriminants.

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has issued a
rule forcing all health plans to include coverage for prescription contra-
ceptive drugs and devices and provide surgical sterilization for women
and men. The supposed exemption for “religious employers” is so narrow
that it fails to cover the vast majority of faith-based organizations, includ-
ing Catholic hospitals, universities, and service-related organizations that
help millions of people annually.

Little has been said about this; HHS has established the mandate to
comply with Obama Health Care law beginning October 1, 2011. Would
President Barack Obama order a well-known Catholic organization, for
example, the University of Notre Dame, to pay a fine for failure to com-
ply after he was honored with an honorary degree from that university? 

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and National
Committee for Human Life Amendment (NCHLA) have issued an Action
Alert regarding the Health and Human Services Contraceptive Mandate.
The mandate will force individuals and groups with religious or moral
objections to purchase and provide such coverage. The rule poses a seri-
ous threat to the religious freedom of both individuals and institutions
such as doctors, nurses, hospitals and universities.

The Conference of Catholic Bishops is encouraging Catholics to show
support for legislation, the Respect for Rights of Conscience Act (H.R.
1179/ S. 1467), which has been filed to ensure that federal mandates do
not violate the deeply-held moral and religious convictions of our citi-
zens.

Action: Contact your U.S. representative and two senators by e-mail,
phone or Fax:
Rep. Ander Crenshaw, 904-598-0481; Fax 904-598-0486

e-mail: www.crenshaw.house.gov 
Rep. Corrine Brown, 904-354-1652; Fax 904-354-2721

e-mail: www.CorrineBrown.house.gov   
Sen. Bill Nelson, Ph- 202-224-3041, 

e-mail: www.billnelson.senate.gov/public/index.cfm
Sen. Marco Rubio, Ph. 202-224-3041

e-mail: www.rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/contact 
Call the U.S. Capitol- 202-224-3121

Send e-mail through NCHLA’S Action Center at:
www.nchla.org/actiondisplay.asp?ID=292 

Additional contact information: www.house.gov and www.senate.gov 

Message: Please support the Respect for Life of Conscience Act (H.R.
1179, S. 1467). This measure ensures that rights of conscience of all par-
ticipants in our nation’s health care system will be respected.

WHEN: Now is the time to act; do it today. Do your part!!!

Action Alert

by Darlene O’Neal

There have been many deaths in the past few months here at Christ the King and all will be missed by family and
friends. One death in particular is that of Rudy Pineda, a very dedicated man who loved life and everyone he came in

contact with.
If you are a regular at the 11:00 am Mass on Sundays, you were probably greeted by Rudy at one time or anoth-

er with his big smile and hug that accompanied “Welcome to Christ the King.” He was one of the regular greeters
and ushers at that Mass. Not many people got past him without his special greeting or a joke.

I can honestly say Rudy was a flirt with the ladies, but it was all in good fun. I remember one Sunday watch-
ing him dancing Peggy Mills out to the parking lot. He was on one side of her and Patti on the other, and all three
having a great time. He was genuinely interested in people and went out of his way to show it. Rudy was a mem-
ber of the Queens and Kings ministry and according to his wife, Patti he loved his Golden Girls. Although Rudy
liked to tell jokes and have fun, he was also a devout Catholic who had a special devotion to Our Lady of Fatima. 

Rudy, also known as Dr. Rodolfo Pineda was born and raised in Olongapo City, Philippines. He achieved his
degree in General Surgery from the University of the East, College of Medicine in the Philippines. He had two beau-

tiful daughters from a previous marriage when he married Patricia Prudencio Pineda in Gainesville, Florida in 1994. 
Rudy’s funeral was held on October 15, 2011, the feast of St. Teresa of Avila. Father Sal DiFazio celebrated the

Mass of Christian Burial and spoke beautiful words about Rudy in his homily. It was a very intimate and caring service.
The music was wonderful, especially two songs, “Hindi Kita Malilimutan” which means “I Will Never Forget You,” and “Lift

Up Your Hands To God.” Patti reminisced about Rudy and his special qualities and thanked everyone for their support and kindness throughout his
illness and suffering.

May you rest in peace, Rudy, we will miss your smiling face and your jokes.

A Big Smile And Hug For Rudy

The Country Store made $4,800.55 in October

The next sale will be in the spring of 2012

from April 20 to April 22

Collections will begin on January 14, 2012
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by Dan Jones

It is a known fact, if you look good you feel good and if you feel good,
you play good. That is what Christ the King Athletic Association (CKAA)
is trying to accomplish with the CKAA baseball program and facilities.
There has been a lot of work going on at our two fields this year to
improve our look. Being associated with a Blue Ribbon school CKAA
wants to be a Blue Ribbon Park.

This fall baseball season started in October and CKAA had a good
turnout of young T-ballers, Rookies and Girls Softball players. Every year
CKAA tries to make improvements to the association program and the
facilities. This season we have been able to make a few long-overdue
improvements thanks to our volunteers and donations from some local
organizations and businesses.  

The Arlington Lions Club gave a very nice donation for
improvements and Jax Bargain Plywood donated the lumber to rebuild
the bleachers at the big field as well as for installation of new bleachers
at the T-ball field. A big thanks to Joe Villa, Ricardo Ortiz, Kevin
Wrubluski, Jeremy Sell, Angela Peterson, Liza Ortiz-Sepulveda, Susie
Wrubluski and Angel Fete-Jones for the construction and painting of the
bleachers. Special thanks to Ben Donaldson and his fellow Scouts for
placing the finishing touches on the bleachers at the big field by adding
the hand railing. Thanks to Jim Sullivan, with All Service Electric for
installing the score board at the T-ball field, replacing some lights and
correcting wiring issues for both fields. 

All of this work has enhanced the well-manicured field. Thanks to
Ricardo Ortiz, Mike Klima and Henry Nguyen for their hard work
maintaining the field. CKAA has received several outstanding
complements from other associations that have played this season at our
fields. We hope to have the same reaction from other schools that play at
CTK during the upcoming school softball season. CKAA looks forward
to keeping the baseball tradition alive and hopes to see your child playing
baseball with us in the spring. Ages 4-12 are welcome.

CKAA Fall Baseball

Brings a Facelift
It is time for the Advent Tree Ministry to start.  
We have received lists of names and desired gifts from various

agencies, and it is time for our parishioners to take ornaments, purchase
the gifts requested, wrap the gifts and return them to the church with the
ornament attached.  That ornament is important, because it ensures that
we will deliver the gift to the right person and organization.  In many
cases our gift is the only one they will receive for Christmas.  

Again this year we are happy to announce that we will be providing
Christmas gifts to Christ the King parishioners who need our help.  If you
or someone you know in our Christ the King family needs our help this
year, please provide us with this information.  We will provide one gift for
each member of a family. All we need is their first name, age, and gift
suggestion.  If that suggestion is clothes, we will also need sizes.  Please
provide this information as soon as possible by calling the church office,
and they will pass it along to us.  Also please provide us with a phone
number so that we can contact you to pick up your gifts.  

If your tag is marked as UNWRAPPED, please be sure to place your
gift in a gift bag and attach the ornament to the outside of the bag.  Please
be sure to return your gifts with the tag attached or someone may not
receive a gift.  It is very important to have your gifts returned to the
church on time so that all gifts can be delivered in a timely manner in
order to be distributed in time for Christmas.  This year the deadline for
returning your gifts is Sunday, December 18 at 6:00 p.m.  The gifts will
be sorted that day after the 5:00 p.m. Mass and all are welcome to help.    

Next Saturday, November 19, the committee will be meeting in the
Church at 1:30 p.m. to set up the trees and hang the ornaments.  If you
think you would like to help, please come and share in the fun. 

If you have any questions please call Pat Birch or Patty Stamper.
Their numbers are in the bulletin.

Thank you

All Saints Nursing Home 115

Angel Aid 114

Boys Home 10

Catholic Charities 100

Children’s Home Society 50

Christ the King 11

First Coast Health & Rehab 92

L’Arche Harbor House 19

Mental Health 176

Oakwood Villa Apartments 96

Silver Creek Apartments 180

St. Gerards Campus 100

Total Gifts Given last year 1144

Advent Tree

by Darlene O’Neal

Have you ever wondered who tends the beautiful
rose garden on the Larkin Road side of the church?
Have you noticed the different colors of the blooms?

It’s no small thing to tend a rose garden. The rose
bushes require pruning and fertilizing at least twice a
year, and then, there’s spraying to ward off disease
and bugs. This is a year-round job that requires a
special talent to care for all the rose bushes that we
are free to enjoy.

The gardener who tends the 40 roses is a lady
who also has 60 rose bushes in her own yard. Her
name is Virginia Moore and she is usually
accompanied by her husband, Stanley, who enjoys
being outdoors with her.

Virginia stays busy around Christ the King
campus, be it daily adoration, cleaning the church or
serving food at the first Wednesday Meal of the
Month. Virginia is a member of Christ the King Council of Catholic Women St. Bernadette’s
circle and is newly elected vice-president of the K’Cees, the women’s auxiliary of the Knights of
Columbus. She is second-in-command in the K of C kitchen on the first Friday of each month
when she helps to fix the meal that is served after the Mass.

Virginia and Stanley can be seen at most Knights of Columbus functions and are regulars at
11:00 a.m. Mass on Sundays. Virginia enjoys needlepoint and made not one, but two quilts last
year after taking a few lessons on quilting. 

The next time you enter or exit church through the Larkin Road side door, please take the time
to enjoy the beautiful roses, and say to yourself, I know who tends those rose bushes — Virginia
Moore!

The Rose Gardener
Religious Article Store          

We just received a shipment

of new items for the

holidays. We also have several

sales going on. 

Come in and browse.

Remember we have layaway.

Also there is time for special orders.

Christmas is coming.

Any questions just

call Charm 721-9827

Free Maryknoll Movie Night

7:00 p.m., Monday, November 21, 2011

at San Jose Catholic Church Parish Center

3619 Toledo Road, Jacksonville, FL 32217

“A Flash of Genius”

Movie to be followed by discussion

Adults only – mature subject matter    

Sponsored by NE Florida Maryknoll

Affiliates

If questions, call John Moritz at

904.536.0402



by Frank Becht, PGK

The Knights of Columbus have established a new scholarship pro-
gram to help fund education of seminarians to become Catholic chaplains
in the U.S. Armed Forces. This program is under the auspices of the
Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA, directed by Archbishop
Timothy P. Broglio.

The archdiocese’s scholarship fund, Co-Sponsored Seminarian
Program, was established to provide more priests to serve the military.
The U.S. Military Archdiocese supplies Catholic chaplains to serve
Catholic men and women in uniform. To adequately do this approximate-
ly 800 priests are needed.  Approximately 280 priests are available, bare-
ly a third of the number needed. As a result, our Catholic men and women
may go for weeks without being able to attend Mass or receive spiritual
guidance.

The need for this program became apparent to Supreme Knight Carl
Anderson upon realizing the number of Catholic Knights who died in
service during the past year. He also realized the number of Military
Councils serving our servicemen and women - a total of 61 councils
around the world.

As a result of Supreme Knight Carl Anderson’s recent visit to the air-
craft carrier, USS  Eisenhower, the idea of the scholarship program devel-
oped. At the 129th Supreme Convention in August 2011, Supreme Knight
Carl Anderson announced the program to provide $1,000,000 in scholar-
ship money to the Archdiocese for Military Services, USA over a period
of five years at the rate of $200,000 per year.

The program was initiated to recruit priestly vocations for the military
for the benefit of the armed forces and as well the participating diocese
and religious orders throughout the country. The program is designed to
cover 50 percent of the cost of the seminarian’s five-year education. In
return, the candidate agrees that, after ordination and three years service
in a parish, he will serve as a chaplain for a minimum of three to five
years.

Through this program, it is felt that there will be great support for the
development of priestly vocations for both the participating diocese and
the military. It is hoped that the Knights of Columbus support will ensure
the success of the Co-Sponsored Seminarian Program. Supreme Council
Directors elected that the program will be under the direction of Supreme
Master Dennis Stoddard and that fundraising efforts will be led by the
Fourth Degree, our patriotic degree. 

Hopefully, the Third Degree will also respond for vocations are a great
concern to all.

Note by author: At  a recent visit to Council 4727, Supreme Master
Dennis Stoddard gave a brief presentation to our membership of this new
program. 
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Military Scholarship Program

by Suzanne Crittenden

Executive Director

GPS – Growing Parenting Skills - is a unique, comprehensive pro-
gram that not only guides low-income women through unplanned preg-
nancies, but helps secure their futures. By coordinating existing resources
in the community and requiring women to be accountable, GPS teaches
responsibility and positive parenting skills. Women are also encouraged to
continue their educations, complete job training, and become vital and
contributing members of our community.

Emergency Pregnancy Services (EPS), a crisis pregnancy center, will
be the administering agency for GPS. Since 1974, EPS has been fulfilling
the mission of empowering women to make fact-based decisions about
their pregnancies without judgment or pressure. In 2010 alone, EPS pro-
vided 1,980 free pregnancy tests. Of that number 1,168 tested positive.
Within that number, 41% were 16 years of age or younger. 

In the same time period EPS provided free formula, baby food, dia-
pers and gently-used clothing to 1,199 women and their babies. The
majority of these women were returning clients, many coming back for a
second, third or fourth child. Most of these women are trapped in the sys-
tem and do not know how to escape. Most of them, as well, have very low
self-esteem and have never felt that anyone truly cared about their lives,
their futures or their children.

For this reason, EPS is developing a much-needed program – GPS –
Growing Parenting Skills. Women often come to us at their lowest point,
facing a crisis pregnancy with limited or no resources. They are often vul-
nerable, confused, and afraid. The goal of GPS is to show them they are
not alone and that we can provide the necessary assistance to help them
make a new start in life, one step at a time. Quite simply, they are shown
that their lives do indeed matter.

EPS is currently developing a map of both government and local non-
profit organizations that meet the various needs of women in our commu-
nity. Example: Northeast Florida Healthy Start provides an array of pro-
grams for expectant women. An emphasis is placed on prenatal care,
childbirth preparation and breastfeeding support. Parenting classes geared
just for fathers are another crucial component.

Since many of our clients are 16 years old or younger, helping these
young girls understand the importance of staying in school and complet-
ing their educations is a major point of concern. The Duval County Public
Schools offer programs where expectant students can continue and com-
plete their educations either in the classroom or through virtual studies. In
many cases, these students simply need to be encouraged to finish – with
the hope of providing better lives for themselves and their babies.

Since EPS is the first stop on this journey, our trained counselors will
be the point of contact. They will track the women in the program, follow-
ing up with weekly phone calls and personal visits. Participants will be
able to measure their progress, fostering a sense of achievement. Each
participant in this program will undergo a rigorous interview process to
determine if the women/young girls are truly committed to completing the
program and bettering their lives and the lives of their babies. In addition,
upon acceptance, participants will be required to sign a contract indicat-
ing their commitment to follow the guidelines of the program and main-
tain regular communication with the GPS case manager. The first year of
the program will involve 10 women/girls.

The First Coast is blessed to have organizations that offer an array of
services, each meeting critical needs of parents and children. Until now,
these programs have worked independently. Some of the programs are
designed to meet the needs of only the desperately impoverished while
leaving those who do not meet the criteria to fall through the cracks. Since
there is no true coordination of services, many women do not know what
is available and have no idea how to navigate through the various agen-
cies/programs. 

GPS provides concrete steps to achieve greater independence utiliz-
ing more than 25 local agencies. Through a system of incentives and
rewards, women will be motivated to set goals and celebrate their accom-
plishments. GPS will ultimately show these women that they and their
children are valued. For many, this will be the first time in their lives that
someone has reached out and demonstrated true concern and compassion.

Another vital part of the program will be helping these women under-
stand their personal finances. A segment will be dedicated to teaching the
participants to manage their money, develop specific goals through budg-
eting, recordkeeping and self-assessment. Good money-management
skills are imperative for these women to learn to provide for and protect
their families, plan for the future, and reach personal goals. Participants
will learn how to make a plan and stick to it.

Ultimate goal of GPS:
Women who complete GPS will be self-sufficient, competent women

and mothers. Through the compassionate and non-judgmental counseling
provided by EPS counselors, we will instill in these vulnerable women the
core belief that they can overcome the circumstances of their past.
Through EPS and the GPS program, these women will gain much-need-
ed balance, self-confidence, perspective and a will to better their lives and
subsequently give their babies brighter futures.

Emergency Pregnancy Services Introduces

GPS — Growing Parenting Skills
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by Frank Becht, PGK

Charity Distribution

On August 23, the usual delicious family dinner prepared by DGK John

Klinkenburg and his committee was served at the council hall. Following

dinner, the Charity Committee distributed funds to the following

organizations: L’Arche Harbor House, Diocese of St. Augustine Camps,

Emergency Pregnancy Services, Inn Ministry, Gateway Girl Scouts,

Women’s Help Center, and St. Gerard House. A total of $2,750.00 was

distributed. 

Fourth Degree

On the weekend of September 16, 17, and 18 an initiation of the Fourth

Degree of the Knights of Columbus for the State of Florida took place at

the Marriott at Southside. Council

4727 had 13 members to receive

the degree. This was the second

year in a row that Jacksonville

hosted the initiation. This was to

honor Supreme Master Dennis

Stoddard, a member of Council

4727, a Past Grand Knight and

Past State Deputy of the State of

Florida.

Holy Rosary Procession

In honor of our Blessed Virgin Mary, a rosary procession and Mass was

held at Christ the King on Saturday, October 1. The procession started at

the Grotto at 8:00 a.m. followed by a Mass and reception. Council 4727

and the Fourth Degree Color Guard were in very prominent display. The

turnout honoring our Blessed Lady was excellent.

Resurrection School Fair

The Knights did the cooking at the Resurrection School Fair on October

8 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Saint Francis Soup Kitchen

On October 21, the Council prepared peanut butter and jelly sandwiches

for the St. Francis Soup Kitchen, which were served to the homeless and

needy at Immaculate Conception Church on Saturday, October 22.

Brotherly Care 

The monthly Brotherly Care Mass was held at Christ the King at 8:15 a.m.

on October 29, followed by visitation of sick or homebound Knights and

K’Cees.

Emergency Pregnancy Services

EPS located at 6903 Merrill Rd. was in dire need of having the railing at

the rear of the office replaced to avoid having someone fall. Louie

O’Neal, who has done numerous repairs in the past agreed to replace the

railing. He was assisted by Fred Wheeler and his son-in-law, Mark

Fewell, a service contractor.

Doc Broome Benefit Ball

The Doc Broome Benefit Ball was held

on Saturday, October 15, at the Christ

the King Kingdome from 7:00  – 10:00

p.m. for the forty-fifth year. The

program featured the well-known

Prince Pele’s Polynesian Revue. Setups

and snacks were provided with door

prizes and a 50-50 drawing. Several seminarians from South Florida,

including our own Joey Klinkenburg, were in attendance and seemed to

enjoy the program immensely. This very successful event was chaired by

PGK Butch Ferrizzi.

Respect Life Sunday

On Sunday, October 2, the Catholic community of Jacksonville, joined by

the Knights of Columbus, gathered for the twentieth straight year to end

abortion. The event took place from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at 10,000

Atlantic Blvd, near Anniston Rd. PGK Dennis Scobie and his wife,

Debbie, solicited participants at Christ the King after Masses on the prior

Sunday.

Christ the King Fall Festival 

Christ the King held its Fall Festival and Country Store sale on Friday,

Saturday, and Sunday, October 21 through 23. The Squires assisted with

the table setup. The Knights cooked hamburgers and hotdogs on October

22 and 23.

Memorial Mass

Each month a First Friday Mass is held at the Council Hall at 6:30 p.m.

On November 4, the annual Memorial Mass took place followed by the

special memorial service to honor and pray for the deceased brothers of

Council 4727. Each brother’s name was announced and a candle lighted

in his memory. At the end, the names of the deceased K’Cees were read

and a candle lighted in their memory.

A special reception followed.

Feast of Christ the King

To celebrate the Feast of Christ the King on Sunday November 20, the

parish is providing breakfast after the 7:00 a.m., 9:00  a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Masses. Bishop Felipe Estevez will be in attendance to say the 11:00 a.m.

Mass. Knights of Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Council are honored to do the

cooking.

Soccer Challenge

The annual Council Soccer Challenge was

held from 9:00-10:30 a.m. at Christ the King

Ball Field. The District Challenge followed at

11:00 a.m. The Squires were actively

involved. 

Knightly News

Photos by Mike Monlezun

Photo by Mike Monlezun

Photo by Mike Monlezun

Photos by Mike Monlezun
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by Jenny Salzman

Gene Salzman joined Scouting as a boy in Woodstock, Illinois and as
a young man became an Assistant Scoutmaster of  Troop 103 while serv-
ing in the US Air Force in San Angelo, Texas. Moving to Ohio at Wright
Patterson A.F.B. he became an Assistant Scout Master with Troop 301,
Springfield, Ohio and later Scoutmaster of Troops 101 and 17 in Enon,
Ohio.

Gene earned several district and council awards including the District
Award of Merit and Council Silver Beaver. He was recognized by The
National Catholic Committee on Scouting and awarded the St. George
Emblem for significant and outstanding contributions to the spiritual
development of Catholic Youth through Scouting. 

Gene is a member of Christ the King parish and is currently a com-
mittee member of Scout Troop 485 at Resurrection Catholic Church. With
over 40 years in scouting, he still enjoys and highly recommends the
Scouting program at any age.

Brian Salzman Sr. grew up with the Boy Scout program. He earned
his Eagle Scout  rank during the Bi-Centennial year, 1976. As a Scout,
Brian earned the Ad Altare Dei emblem for young Catholic men.

He is currently serving as an Assistant Scoutmaster of Troop 485
sponsored by Resurrection Catholic Church.

Brian Jr. is a member of Troop 485. He has attained the rank of
Second Class and is currently serving as Patrol Leader. His goal is to
make Eagle Scout rank younger than his father.

Three Generations of

Scouting
by Becki Blenker

There are so many exciting opportunities for girls of all ages at Christ
the King! Our Girl Scouts are active members of the parish community
and the Jacksonville community as a whole. 

Daisy Troop 662 is hard at work introducing kindergarten and first
grade girls to Girl Scouting. They welcomed new girls into the troop, and
have been learning what it means to be a sister to every Girl Scout.
Welcome, Daisies!

Brownie Troop 132 is beginning their first journey book together,
learning about the value of leadership. During the CTK Investiture cere-
mony this month, they welcomed seven new members and rededicated
three! They have a busy calendar for the next couple of months, involv-
ing ice skating, camping, and competing in a Girl Scout version of the
Amazing Race. They will be making cards for the military and food bas-
kets for the hungry. December will bring caroling and planning service
projects. They will also be working in January on their religious medals.
Christ the King is truly blessed to have such wonderful Brownie Scouts!

Junior Troop 876 is working on the GSUSA aMUSE journey in which
they are gaining a better understanding of themselves and the world
around them. They have decided on a service project to help earn the
bronze medal. They will read and make a recording of their favorite book
and donate the tape and book to Headstart. They are having fun camping,
ice skating, and bowling, and just being GIRLS!

Cadette/Senior Troop 91 has had a very busy summer and start to the
school year. Over the summer, they spent a week primitive camping in the
hills of North Carolina. They went horseback riding every day, hiking
through the mountains, and even splashed in a waterfall. This year, they
have planned four exciting camping trips around Florida, as well as a
service project that will push them to the front lines of their mission field.
They have decided to “adopt” Emergency Pregnancy Services, raising
funds through a series of pancake breakfasts, bake sales, and tithing from
their cookie sales to continue the support. They are hoping that the pan-
cake breakfast will become an annual event, raising $1,000 per year to go
directly to the purchase of diapers for the babies of the mothers served by
EPS.

Keep your eyes open, Christ the King! Our Girl Scouts are doing
AMAZING things. And the best part is, we’re just beginning! For infor-
mation on joining Girl Scouts at Christ the King, please contact Becki
Blenker at 718-6694 or blenkerr@duvalschools.org. There is always
room for more adventure-seeking ladies in our troops!

Exciting Happenings

in CTK Girl Scouting!

Cadette/Senior Troop 91

Daisy Troop

Brownie 132

Junior 876
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Angel’s Reflection
by Angel Cabrera

Mrs. Johnson was,
without a doubt, my favorite
teacher growing up as a child.
Her classroom was always
warm, and inviting, and she
created the most engaging
lessons. One of my favorite
lessons incorporated using our
five senses in order to
understand the world around
us. She took us all around the
school on a scavenger hunt
with predetermined stops
along the way which allowed
us to experiment, and interact

with different things and use our various senses to describe, and
categorize the objects that we came in contact with. Upon completion of
the activity we were asked to reflect upon the experience, and determine
which of our five senses was the most important. After careful
consideration, (as careful consideration as a second grader could possibly
manage) I came to the conclusion that the most important of our senses
was that of sight. How else could we rightfully navigate through the
scavenger hunt? My most critical, explicit descriptions were those which
came  directly from viewing an object. Without our sense of sight we
would be greatly debilitated in our everyday lives, and our other senses
would be inconsequential. 

This belief remained with me for many years to come. It was my need
to see that tempted me to sneak into my parents’ closet prior to Christmas
in order to discover what might be waiting under the tree for me. It was
my skepticism towards the unseen which forced me to doubt the
accomplishments of others around me that sounded far-fetched.
Unfortunately, it was also my need to see, that allowed me to lose my
way, and doubt my faith. 

For years I allowed my eyes to guide me through a very treacherous
and unrelenting world. There were many things that I could see… but
more importantly, were the things that I could not see. I could not see God
working in my life. I could not see the many blessings that were bestowed
upon me despite my skepticism. I could not see how He could be
responsible for everything in this world. 

In succumbing to only the things that I could see, I allowed myself to
be flooded with the sights of a secular world… a world which cared very
little about me. Ultimately, I cared very little about it. I still found things
that made me happy, though. I still had high expectations for my life. I
still attempted to treat others with love and respect. I insisted that I was
still a good person. This view of the world persisted in me for quite some
time, clouding my thoughts, and not allowing me to locate, or understand,
the vast emptiness which existed within my soul. 

Much has changed since those days, but there is one thing that
remains the same. I still believe that my sense of sight is the most
important sense I possess. The difference now is that my gaze is fixed
upon Him in such a way that it blinds me from the visions that, at one
point, controlled my life. It was not the ability to see, but the ability to
divert my gaze which led me to doubt His presence in my life. Now, in
retrospect, I can clearly look back to the points in my life which were
tainted by doubt, and I can see His grace and mercy… I can now trust that
His plan is greater than mine could ever be, and it’s evident by where He
has brought me. 

Knowing the pain in my heart during my times of uncertainty, there
were specific people placed in my life to bring me closer to Him. My wife
is, by far, the greatest illustration of grace that I have in my life. I was and
am so undeserving of her love, and yet she provides it unconditionally.
She is my constant reminder of His love for us. She is also the reason that
I began attending Christ the King, and the reason that I joined the band.
On that fateful day when Wendy Klinkenberg asked if any men were
interested in joining the group, I would probably not have volunteered
had my wife not sternly glared in my direction. Being a part of the band
has allowed me to further see God in my life in ways that I never would
have. No experience has provided such a clear view of His works as the
experiences that I shared while on retreats with the youth. 

There are still times when I struggle to see Him in my life. So many
things can allow doubt and fear to creep into our lives. The difference
now is that I have a community of people around me that love me and
seek to keep my gaze fixed upon Him. On Sundays when I look out upon
all the parishioners, I see hope. I see grace. I see faith. Most importantly,
I see love. These are the visions which I am now focused on. As we walk
in the mission field together, these are visions which we must portray by
living a life that is pleasing to God. In doing so, we will create a very
different vision for all to behold. 

Ashley Anderson

John Armon Antolin

Austin Asher

John Ashley

Stephen Azar

Rhett Butler

Nate Caron

Christian Mikel Chan

Brandon Chin

Jan Edward Dela Cruz

Jeffrey Dela Cruz

Brandon Diaz

Andrew Dinh

Julia Eason

Tyler Gilliam

Hailey Guin

Peter House

Angela Hyse

Joshua Johnson

Nicholas Johnson

Rebecca Jones

Stephanie Joost

Ezekiel Juego

Cassidy Lewis

David Longenecker

Paul Longenecker

Matthew Lynch

Yara Mahfouz

Brendan McClellan

Miranda McCown

Ashlea McCrone

Drew Mikell

William Morgan

Janel Clarisse Palomo

Royce Reyes

Alexandra Richer

Christopher Saliba

Daniel Sanford, Jr.

Megan Schroder

Kaitlyn Tackett

Aleeza Tecson

Albert Tine, III

John Luke Vega

David Wallace, III

Mark Wnuk

Kelly Wolfe

David Yarborough

Bishop Kenny High School

1st Quarter Honor Roll

2011 – 2012

by Willie Blaquiere

The summer of 2011 was difficult for our Christ the King Clinic; you
might say we rose out of the ashes, literally. On Saturday, May 21, it was
clinic as usual. Sunday night around midnight, the building caught fire
due to a short in the wiring. The fire department responded quickly and
dramatically knocked in the front door. The fire was contained in a
restroom but went through the ceiling and roof, completely destroying
that room. Thankfully the files and the rest of the building was spared but
suffered heavy soot and smoke damage. 

The building at 1736 University Blvd. S, is occupied by Florida Dept.
of Health staff during the week. They were displaced for over three
months during the repair process. This facility serves women and children
and is a very busy place. The staff was placed at various other sites and
struggled to serve their clients through all this. Christ the King clinic was
homeless for three months. We had to be inventive to keep up with
prescription renewals and care for our patients until we could meet again. 

On September 15 we were able to get back into the building and get
back to business. It was a very busy day and very tiring for the patients
who were waiting and staff members who were working for eight hours
without a lunch break. It was especially difficult for the patients who did
not have access to food and did not expect to have to wait that long. The
October session was much easier, full medical staff and new volunteers to
help with the clerical work. Oh happy day, we served all the patients in
less than four hours. 

We do have miracles with this clinic. Just when it seems hopeless due
to staff shortage and other problems, things turn around and someone
steps up and volunteers to be a part of this very important work. During
the last fiscal year over twelve million dollars in services was handled by
the We Care Volunteer Services. There are a number of clinics in the
network; Christ the King Clinic is a very important, viable member of this
network. The clinics are just the beginning of the process, many doctors,
hospitals and other providers give care free of charge and are a part of the
total dollar value of services. Thousands of our fellow human beings are
given care and hope through this program.

If you would like to be a part of this ministry, please call Willie
Blaquiere at 744-6792. The call will be appreciated and you will be
welcomed into this wonderful group of people. 

Christ

the King

Clinic 

Angel and his wife Ashley
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by Angel Cabrera

I will never forget the feelings that I experienced on my first drive up to Camp Cherry Lake. Never had I participated in a church event, and ini-
tially, I was a bit skeptical of how the weekend would turn out. Little did I know that the time I spent there would drastically change my life. 

For months I anxiously awaited the next retreat. Quite literally, the mere mention of the weekend elicited an excited response within me. My expec-
tations for the weekend were higher than ever, and as the time drew near my excitement literally could not be contained.  We arrived at the site, and
as soon as I stepped out of the car I could immediately feel a change in myself. To describe exactly the change would be difficult, but I am sure any-
one who participated in the retreat would describe a similar feeling. It wasn’t until after the retreat that I would begin to understand the feeling with-
in me. 

The retreat revolved around the Holy Spirit, and the power of prayer. It led us all through an honest journey which explored each individual’s per-
sonal relationship with God, and how it can be strengthened through open conversations and dialogue with Him. During the time spent there we expe-
rienced heart-warming testimonies, comedic parodies, touching speeches, and tearful embraces. Each event, each activity brought us closer together,
and ultimately, closer to Him. 

During the days we spent there, praise has never sounded so beautiful, hugs have never felt so satisfying, and I can honestly say I have never seen
the Holy Spirit move in such a tangible way. I saw it in the faces and smiles of the youth and adults alike. I heard the Holy Spirit resonating in the
laughter and cries from the honest emotions of my peers. I felt it while hands were held over me in prayer. He was truly present with us, and the Holy
Spirit used every single person in amazing ways. In small groups, our youth shared stories that many had never shared before. Their words were spo-
ken with a strength and wisdom that was truly beyond their years. Father Sal shared with us intimate testimony, prayed over us, and for hours listened
to us confess our sins. Group leaders and core members lead their groups in inspirational discussions, parents diligently worked in the kitchen and
decorated the hall, and band members offered their praise and worship.

As I stated earlier, it wasn’t until later in the retreat that I understood my feelings on arrival.  From the moment I stepped out that day the Holy
Spirit filled me. I can’t help but think it is the feeling that one might experience right before a miracle occurs. When I think about all the things that
happen in this world, I realize that what took place at Camp Cherry Lake is just that — a beautiful miracle. We were people of all ages getting togeth-
er to spread the good word, looking within themselves, and coming closer to God; people sharing their testimonies, embracing and supporting each
other, lifting each other up to God, offering up honest prayers, and pursuing a more fulfilling prayer life. 

Let us not take for granted the miracles that occur around us. If you have not participated in a youth retreat, I would strongly encourage you to
find a way to do so. Regardless of the part you play, that which you give will surely be given back to you. 

Fall Youth Retreat 2011

“Word of God Speak”
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An Interview with Father Duda

“Every Person We Meet is a Mystery.”
by Ron Lynch

Our newest addition to the pastoral team at
Christ the King is Father Pawel Duda. He was
born in Limanowa, Poland, a small southern city
of about 15,000 in January of 1973. While at
school in Limanowa, he enjoyed swimming,
geography competitions, and basketball.
Unfortunately, an accident kept him from
playing more basketball, but he still relishes
biking, mountain hiking, and anything that
includes the natural outdoors. He grew up in
Limanowa with a new Catholic church just
across the street from his home and enjoyed a
spiritual life early on. By thirteen he was a
Sacristan and had keys to the church, which was
like a second home to him. God’s call to the
priesthood had already been heard by young
Pawel.

After completing high school in Limanowa
he attended a seminary about 53 kilometers to
the northeast in Tarnow, Poland, a city of about
115,000 people. Pawel Duda was ordained May
30, 1998. Fifty classmates were ordained in that
spring ceremony. 

Following his ordination Father Pawel,
continued his education at the University of
Lublin about 156 kilometers northeast of
Tarnow. Reverend Karol Wojtyla (known to
most of us as Pope John Paul II) had in the past
been a professor and head of the Chair of Ethics
in the Department of Christian Philosophy. In
October 2005 the University adopted the name
of The John Paul II Catholic University of
Lublin. It was here Father Duda earned his
doctorate in Moral Theology. As described by
the New Advent Catholic Encyclopedia, “Moral
theology is a branch of theology, the science of
God and Divine things” and “moral theology
includes everything relating to man’s free
actions and the last, or supreme, end to be
attained through them, as far as we know the
same by Divine Revelation; in other words, it
includes the supernatural end, the rule, or norm,
of the moral order, human actions as such, their
harmony or disharmony with the laws of the
moral order, their consequences, the Divine aids
for their right performance.” More can be found
on this subject in St. Thomas Aquinas’ “Summa
Theologica.” Father Pawel considers St.
Thomas Aquinas his most important teacher.

His doctorate in hand, Father Duda spent
time in Poland and then went to Italy for more
studies. His sister lives in Italy and he was able
to assist her local parish priest with some parish

duties while visiting her. An emergency at a
Polish parish in Swindon, England caused
Father Pawel’s bishop to ask him to travel there
to help out. He spent a year in Swindon and
came to the United States in 2007. Detroit was
his next stop and he hung his hat there for the
next three and a half years, teaching Moral
Theology at Sacred Heart Seminary and SS.
Cyril & Methodius Seminary in Orchard Lake.
Florida was the next destination on his
miniature odyssey.  Father Pawel left St. Paul’s
in Riverside to come to Christ the King.

Our new Parochial Vicar is a man of many
pursuits. One would not be stunned by his
interest in theology, but he also relishes
philosophy, psychology, languages, watching
“How To” television programs, and music. Did
you know that Father Pawel is learning to play
the accordion? Maybe Tina can rope him into
sharing this talent with us. Also he is pursuing a
second doctorate including the qualification
known as habilitation, which requires
independent scholarship over and above that
required for a PhD.  

He prefers a diet of light, healthy, natural
foods, but can be enticed with the promise of
ethnic Polish or Italian meals and is capable of
preparing them himself.

Father Duda keeps a number of special
devotions close to his heart. The most
important, of course, is his personal devotion to
the Eucharist. He is also devoted to Mother
Mary, the Holy Spirit, and his patron saint, Paul.
The Divine Mercy is another of his closest
devotions as is Saint Faustina Kowalska, a
Sister of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mercy,

whose diary of God’s words to her made Sister
Faustina the champion of the Divine Mercy. She
was 33 when she died in 1938 and Pope John
Paul II canonized her on April 30, 2000. Pope
John Paul II designated the first Sunday after
Easter as the Feast of the Divine Mercy.  He
would encourage everyone to follow the Divine
Mercy devotion, “Very important.”

A compelling force of his priesthood is his
participation in the mystery of Jesus Christ. He
strives to share his priesthood with people and
help them on their way to God. “A tool in God’s
hand” is how he considers himself. Father Duda
is troubled by his belief that people today,
especially young people, act on emotions. He
wishes to “show them that thinking is not only
God’s gift,” but a way “to truth, to God” and to
a “religious and spiritual life.” 

Father Pawel “likes the States very much”
and believes many Catholics here are dedicated
and engaged in the Church and are “wonderful.”
In his opinion, we seem to have a good
understanding of community and he believes it
is a good sign for the future of the American
Church.

His view on the explosion of the social
media, i.e. Facebook, Twitter, MySpace, etc. is
one of practicality. For him it is to be used
merely for contact, such as a telephone—“I
prefer personal contact; however Internet can be
used (really is) for proclamation of the Good
News of the Gospel.”

Father Duda hopes that in the future we all
will become more spiritual. He related that Pope
Benedict XVI said secularism is a big danger for
religion. He wants to share his experience in
faith and life with the parishioners of Christ the
King and help us to “open wide the doors of the
heart for Christ.” Father Pawel would like us all
to know that “every person we meet is a
mystery.” We want Father Pawel to know that
he is welcome and we’re glad to have him here
at Christ the King.

IF  YOU  CAN  TALK…  YOU

CAN  SING!!!

ALL YOU NEED IS:
Your love for God, your heart of joy, your willingness to learn and the gift of your time.

This is an invitation to those who might be interested in participating in the joy
of the special music ministry offered by our CTK King’s Choir!

You do not need to know how to read music.
You do not need to have a trained voice.

Wednesdays: Rehearsals in School Music Room Sundays:  Meet in the Chapel at 10:15 a.m. to warm-up

(by the Gym) from  7:00 - 9:00 p.m. & then sing at the 11:00 a.m. Mass.

IT’S “HOLY” FUN!

Contact Tina Harrell, Music Director, for more information: 724-0080, ext. 310 

(P.S. it’s the perfect time to join to sing for Christmas Masses!)
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