
Volume 14, Issue 4 February 2012

Inside this issue of Christ the King Courier:

C o u r i e rC o u r i e r

by Carol-Ann Black

Be the Hands of Christ has been the

stewardship theme for the past year, and will

continue to be in the future. In order to be Christ’s

hands we must continue to be the smile that greets

our neighbor and the stranger on our path, the gentle

hand that soothes an unhappy child or suffering patient, the strong arm and back that physically builds shelter for those in need,

and the generous hand that not only offers a regular tithe to our own parish, but to missions of all sorts that care for the poorest

of the poor worldwide. In the past year Christ the King parishioners have given

with huge generosity to St. Vincent dePaul, to the Advent Tree recipients, to

our wonderful Epiphany dinner, and more. True stewardship prevails. The

Hands of Christ continue to work. 

Be the Hands of Christ

Nocturnal Adoration..........................................................................

March from Madness........................................................................

God Will Provide...............................................................................

5

6

8

Two Hugs...........................................................................................

Louise Steadman Gem.......................................................................

Vietnamese Community.....................................................................

10

24

25



Page 2 Christ the King Courier February 2012

Father Thanh’s  Message

Christ the
King Courier

742 N. Arlington Road
Jacksonville, FL 32211
Phone: (904) 724-0080

Email: CKCourier@gmail.com

Publisher:
Father Thanh Thai Nguyen

Managing Editor:
Carol -Ann Black

Associate Editor:
Mary Ann Sullivan

Photographers:
Bill Coppedge
Kevin Wolfe

The mission of  Christ the King Courier is to provide our Christ The King Family with information and news regarding our faith and

parish ministries. The goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the ministries of our parish in the hope

that people can use this information to bring them closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two

of  God's many gifts, and through Christ the King Courier parishioners can share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King

Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message

of the Gospel of Christ.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as

exemplifying the content and character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility,

gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.  The Lord has

forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in

your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to

refuse articles, poetry, advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials

submitted for publication.

For two weeks, our church bulletin had a picture of hands reaching up towards our Church and
School. “Be the hands of Jesus” to the left of picture not only tells us the theme but it also leads us
to take a closer look at the hands which are drawn by using the names of our ministries at Christ the
King, some of which are as old as our church. During these two weeks we continued to celebrate the
journey of Christ’s life…with the culmination of our Christmas Season…The Feast of the Epiphany
and The Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord, Jesus. 

For a lot of us, just like in Jesus’ journeys we too follow His example and become baptized. Some
of us are baptized soon after our birth. Others made their decision to join our community as adults.
All of us who have been baptized are now members of Christ, the dwelling place of the Most Blessed
Trinity; incorporated into the community of Christians. What a glorious time to celebrate! 

Baptism is an initiation rite, similar to many other initiations such as the Scouts or the Knights of
Columbus. We are not alone. We have a new identity. We become members in Christ. It marks the
beginning of a new phase in our journey. 

Many churches today display the baptismal font prominently, so all can see and to remind us of
this very important initiation. Some have baptisms within the Mass so the community can witness
and welcome their new member in Christ and become companions to the newly baptized as the child
begins his/her common Christian journey.

One such church in the north also asks the oldest member in their church to come down the aisle
after the baby’s baptism to lay his or her hands upon the child’s head as a sign of the transmission of
their heritage. What a wonderful moment to watch a senior adult (perhaps 80 or 90 years old) walk
into the sanctuary to pass on the faith they have lived with and honored so long. The congregation
would then stand and raise their right hand over the child and sing the Blessing of Aaron… imagine
500 or more voices blessing a child like a choir of angels! Then the priest says “We have a new child
in the faith!”  And the whole congregation welcomes the child with overwhelming applause. Now
that’s what I call an initiation into a community of believers!

This is the same community that we gather with for celebrations…Sunday Mass, confirmations,
weddings, anniversaries, Christmas Day and at Easter. It is within this community we provide a Catholic Education, whether in the parish school or
in special CCD classes for children. It is from this community that we welcome those who want to become Catholics through RCIA. It is where we
reach out to the needy and alienated. It is from this community we are able to be in communion with our loved ones in purgatory and our saints in
heaven. What a privilege to be members of the global Catholic Church with its 2000+ years of history and tradition!

As members we have been commissioned…we are called to join others on a mission. Take a look at all the people around you at Mass who are
on a mission. They are the ones doing the readings, ushering you to your seat, welcoming you to Mass or cantering, helping priests to prepare for the
Eucharist or serving as Eucharistic ministers. All have been baptized…all have been commissioned to serve…all have accepted their mission.

We have not been baptized just so we can throw a party! We have been baptized for a cause; we have been commissioned to do the work of Jesus.
All of us…not just priests and religious are called to help to do good works. That right has been granted to you by virtue of your baptism. At that point
in your journey you were made a representative of Jesus. You were chosen and pronounced, “Beloved Son, Beloved Daughter, in whom I am well
pleased”… Jesus said, “It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you.”

For you and me, baptism means precisely what it meant for Jesus. He was beginning his public life…His mission. His baptism is his inauguration,
his rite of entrance into that mission. In the waters of the Jordan he has been initiated and commissioned. He spent His life carrying out His mission.

We have been initiated into a worldwide people and commissioned to ministry. We must continue with the work that Jesus died for…we must
become His hands and feet. St. Teresa of Avilla understood this Baptismal mission and said it best: “Christ has no body now on earth but yours, no
hands but yours, no feet but yours. Yours are the eyes through which to look out…Christ’s compassion to the world; Yours are the feet with which He
is to go about doing good; Yours are the hands with which He is to bless men now.”

As your pastor, I would neglect my duty (my mission) if I failed to remind you of your commissioning by preaching the Good News and to provide
you the opportunity for you to fulfill your Baptismal call. If you didn’t get a chance to do your “Time and Talent Sign-up” on the weekend of January
14-15, it is never too late. You can sign up at any time. If you have concerns or questions about any of the ministries you can call Sister Nancy at the
church rectory. As always, I am grateful for your participation.

Remember. For membership, you thank God for the grace of Baptism that you became a member of the Body of Christ; a member of this Parish
community. God will lead you to your calling…you only have to pray (ask) to learn what He wants you to do in order to make good use of your talents
and time to ‘be the hands of Jesus’ and then you must be willing to act on it.

Stations of the Cross—-every Friday in Lent at 7:00 p.m. in the church.

Lenten Mission March 17 - 21            Penance Service —- March 20 at 7:00 p.m.

Solemn Stations of the Cross —-Good Friday at noon in the church.

Holy Thursday—-Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper—-at 6:00 p.m. in the church.

Good Friday—-Celebration of the Lord’s Passion—-at 3:00 p.m. in the church.

Good Friday—-Celebration of the Lord’s Passion in Vietnamese—-at 6:00 p.m.

Saturday—-Easter Vigil Mass—-8:00 p.m.

Schedule

of Lenten

Devotions
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Words of Thanks for Christmas Gifts

Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier cer-

tain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the

Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct

quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,

if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not

capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

Dear Christ the King Parishioners:

On behalf of our staff, volunteers and clients, I am writing to thank
you for donating 100 baby items for Christmas to Catholic Charities. Your
generosity helped several families to have a happy Christmas and was sin-
cerely appreciated. 

The goal of Catholic Charities is to keep families safe and secure in
their homes. We provide emergency financial assistance for rent, mort-
gage and utilities; offer guidance to help them get back on their feet; and
provide training to avoid future crises. Most of those we serve in our
Emergency Assistance program are low-income working families who
have been able to meet basic expenses until the loss of a job or a major,
unexpected expense forces them into financial crisis. Through our
Refugee Resettlement Program we help people who have been designat-
ed as legal refugees by the U.S. State Department begin the journey to self
sufficiency in their new homeland. The refugees we serve have endured
long years in refugee camps, separation from families or even torture.

In both programs the families we serve often have other unmet needs
that we would not be able to meet without the in-kind donations we grate-
fully receive from generous donors like you. On behalf of all of us at
Catholic Charities, thank you for reaching out to those in need and for
your generous in-kind donation.

Sincerely,
Laura M. Hickey
Executive Director, Catholic Charities

To Christ the King

Our thanks to you. 
With warm thanks, grateful hearts, and deep appreciation for your

thoughtfulness,
we thank and bless you very much. You’ve done so much through the

years, and I for one, thank you!!

From the parents,
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

To Christ the King

Life’s a bowl of cherries … because of people like you. 
Thanks!

From Silver Creek Kids
Thank you very much

Christ the King received a Certificate of Appreciation in recognition
of valuable contributions on behalf of the Silver Creek Kids, signed by
Ruby Harrision.

Thank you so much for the great Christmas gifts. Without your help
we would not have had any Christmas at all.
Tresca 

To the wonderful people that gave so that my children could have a
Christmas, leaves me speechless. I don’t know what I would have done
without you. I can’t wait to see their faces on Christmas day. Thanks for
all you’ve done.
The “S” Family

To Catholic Charity & Sponsor
I am so grateful and thankful for all your help. My children are going

to be so very happy this Christmas for your generosity. This means so
much to us. Thank you for being just a BLESSING to us and others. God
bless you and the organization.
Thanks, ever so much,
Janice G and family

Editor’s Corner

February, 2012
Stewardship, Social Justice,

Evangelism. These three are a few
of the threads in the cloth that make
our Catholic faith Christian. To be
Christian is to live in the light of
Christ and to love our fellow
human beings and God’s creation
as we would ourselves wish to be
loved. They are ideals that Father
Thanh wishes for us, and when you
read this issue of The Courier, I
believe that you will see that much
of the activity of the many min-
istries at Christ the King are moti-
vated by these three. 

Stewardship of our natural sur-
roundings is a goal of our Boy
Scouts. Check out their amusing
stories about their camping experi-
ences in God’s great outdoors. Do
you think of the Country Store
(garage sale) in the spring and
autumn as a stewardship event?
Does it recycle and reuse donated
items that are then purchased at
bargain prices to support our
school? Sounds like stewardship to
me. And Social Justice as well. In
that regard, the generosity of our
parishioners seems endless.
Consider the amazing collections
of goods for the St. Vincent dePaul
Society food pantry and for the
migrant workers. In our last issue
you met the Missionaries of the
Poor. In this issue note the upcom-
ing visit in early June to Christ the
King of their founder, Father
Richard Ho Lung, and a small team
of co-workers who will educate us
further about their mission to the
poor and entertain us with a vocal
concert. Finally, how better to
evangelize those in need than to
share.

I hope that our ads and small
articles help you to plan your
springtime activities and Lenten
commitments. 

Then of course there is the
Elephant in the living room. We
have included the bishop’s recent
letter regarding the conflict of
Catholic doctrine and requirements
of the unfolding healthcare pro-
gram. This is SO a religious free-
dom issue, that it is satisfying and
helpful to U.S. Catholics to have
this additional guidance and sup-
port from our bishop(s). In our last
issue Frank Becht included action
points to assist us in registering dis-
agreement with these illegitimate
requirements. These action points
are reprinted in this issue following
the bishop’s letter. Act now.

One person who has acted now
is Father Dennis Gang, T.O.R. who
will lead our parish mission from
March 17 – 21. In response to the
threat to our religious liberty, his
theme for the mission will be
March from Madness.  In phone
conversation with him, Father
Dennis told me that he has begun
(with the approval of his superior) a
fast that will limit him to one meal
per day for the next forty days.
Check out the short article about
him in the The Courier.

The entire staff of The Courier
and all of our wonderful contribu-
tors have worked really hard to pro-
vide the parish with informative
articles and unique perspectives on
various topics. I hope you enjoy
this issue.

You are reminded of the Church’s laws for fast and abstinence

during Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2012.

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fasting. Catholics

between the ages of 18 and 59 are permitted one full meal and two lesser

meals per day, with no eating between meals.

Ash Wednesday and all Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence.

Catholics who are 14 years or older should abstain from meat entirely.

Soups and gravies made from meat are permitted. 

Church’s Laws for Fast and Abstinence

Information for Lent and Easter
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Dear Christ the King Community,

We would like to thank you so much for the generous donation in
supporting us on this trip to Washington, D.C. for this year’s March For
Life on January 21 to 24. The seminary has offered any seminarian, who
would like, to be a part of the movement, to represent and support LIFE
in our country. As new seminarians we wanted to experience this event in
hopes of deepening our understanding of what it means to stand up for
what we believe as Catholics. We want to be part of the solution in
making our culture aware of the importance of Life and that it is truly a
gift from God.

Christ the King has truly been a blessing to our vocation. We cannot
express how grateful we are for being a part of a parish that is so
compassionate towards us. From the very beginning we have felt
welcomed and loved through your prayers and actions. Thank you to the
whole community for embracing us as “children of your own.”

You should know that we will be serving in the Vigil Mass during the
March. We are not only representing St. John Vianney College Seminary,
but also the Christ the King Community. You will be in our thoughts and
prayers during the March as we stand up for LIFE in our country;
knowing that we would not have been able to make this trip without your
support.

Please continue to pray for us and all the seminarians who are
answering God’s call. Once again, we are truly blessed to call Christ the
King our home. We look forward to being with you at Mass during
Christmas break! May God bless you and all the ones you love. Have a
wonderful Advent Season as we prepare for the coming of our Lord!

In His Love,

Joey Klinkenberg

Clay Ludwig

P.S. A SPECIAL THANKS TO FATHER THANH, FATHER PAWEL
AND THE STAFF.

March for Life

Thank You

by Frank Becht

Suzanne Crittenden, Executive Director, recently responded to a Courier
article written about EPS. 

“Thank you for the wonderful articles! You are fabulous! We have
some great news: During 2011, for the months of August, October and
November we had a rate of 100% changed minds among those
women who came in seeking to end their pregnancies through
abortions. This is the first time in EPS history that we have had such
news to report! These are precious little lives that were saved. Thank
you, and all the Knights of Columbus for making this possible.”

Emergency Pregnancy

Services

The following letter, written by Bishop Felipe J. Estévez, was read to
parishioners of the Diocese of St. Augustine the weekend of Jan. 27-28,
2012, urging Catholics to take action today:

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

I write to you concerning an alarming and serious matter that
negatively impacts the Church in the United States directly, and that
strikes at the fundamental right to religious liberty for all citizens of any
faith. The federal government, which claims to be “of, by, and for the
people,” has just dealt a heavy blow to almost a quarter of those people-
the Catholic population-and to the millions more who are served by the
Catholic faithful.

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services announced last
week that almost all employers, including Catholic employers, will be
forced to offer their employees’ health coverage that includes
sterilization, abortion-inducing drugs, and contraception. Almost all
health insurers will be forced to include those “services” in the health
policies they write. And almost all individuals will be forced to buy that
coverage as a part of their policies.

In so ruling, the Administration has cast aside the First Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States, denying to Catholics our Nation’s
first and most fundamental freedom, that of religious liberty. And as a
result, unless the rule is overturned, we Catholics will be compelled either
to violate our consciences, or to drop health coverage for our employees
(and suffer the penalties for doing so). The Administration’s sole
concession was to give our institutions one year to comply.

We cannot – we will not – comply with this unjust law. People of faith
cannot be made second class citizens. We are already joined by our
brothers and sisters of all faiths and many others of good will in this
important effort to regain our religious freedom. Our parents and
grandparents did not come to these shores to help build America’s cities
and towns, its infrastructure and institutions, its enterprise and culture,
only to have their posterity stripped of their God given rights. In
generations past, the Church has always been able to count on the faithful
to stand up and protect her sacred rights and duties. I hope and trust she
can count on this generation of Catholics to do the same. Our children and
grandchildren deserve nothing less.

And therefore, I would ask of you two things. First, as a community
of faith we must commit ourselves to prayer and fasting that wisdom and
justice may prevail, and religious liberty may be restored. Without God,
we can do nothing; with God, nothing is impossible. Second, I would also
recommend visiting http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/religious-
liberty/conscience-protection/index.cfm to learn more about this severe
assault on religious liberty, and how to contact Congress in support of
legislation that would reverse the Administration’s decision.

Sincerely yours,
Most Rev. Felipe J. Estévez, S.T.D.
Bishop of St. Augustine

Bishop Estévez Joins

U.S. Bishops in Vowing to Fight

Coercive HHS Mandate

The Conference of Catholic Bishops is encouraging Catholics to show
support for legislation, the Respect for Rights of Conscience Act (H.R.
1179/ S. 1467), which has been filed to ensure that federal mandates do
not violate the deeply-held moral and religious convictions of our
citizens.

Contact your U.S. representative and two senators by e-mail, phone or
fax:

Rep. Ander Crenshaw, 904-598-0481; Fax 904-598-0486

e-mail: www.crenshaw.house.gov

Rep. Corrine Brown, 904-354-1652; Fax 904-354-2721

e-mail: www.CorrineBrown.house.gov   

Sen. Bill Nelson, Ph- 202-224-3041, 

e-mail: www.billnelson.senate.gov/public/index.cfm

Sen. Marco Rubio, Ph. 202-224-3041

e-mail: www.rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/contact

Call the U.S. Capitol- 202-224-3121

Send e-mail through NCHLA’S Action Center at:

www.nchla.org/actiondisplay.asp?ID=292 

Additional contact information: www.house.gov and www.senate.gov

ActionEmergency Pregnancy Services

has saved

6

babies

this year
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by Paul Ghiotto

Break out the balloons and blow the horns! The Christ the King chap-
ter of the Nocturnal Adoration Society is 50 years old in 2012! Now that’s
a lot of alarm clocks going off and a whole bunch of sleepy-eyed people
heading out to church late at night or early in the morning!

The concept of Nocturnal Adoration first began in Europe in 1809 and
spread to the United States in 1903. There are now well over 5,000 chap-
ters throughout the U. S. and more than 75,000 members. It began at
Christ the King in 1962 under the direction of then pastor Father W.
Thomas Larkin. Christ the King’s chapter contains between 40-50 regu-
lar members each month.

Members of the Society give one hour of adoration on the First Friday
of each month. Members spend part of the time reciting prayers contained
in an official Society handbook and in periods of silent meditation. The
purpose of the Nocturnal Adoration Society remains as always to respond
to Our Lord’s invitation to spend one hour with Him (Mark 14. 37-38) to
atone for sins committed, and to draw down God’s blessings.

Since 1962 there have been eight bands which rotate their adoration
hours between 10:00 p.m. on first Fridays and 6:00 a.m. Saturday morn-
ing. In 2002, the hours were extended on Saturday morning from 6:00
a.m. to 8:00 a.m. to coordinate the traditional closing Benediction service
with the 8:15 a.m. Mass on Saturday morning. 

Many other very faithful members are not part of the rotating bands
but come regularly for an hour between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 10:00
p.m. on Friday night to sit and pray with the Lord. This four-hour time
slot and the 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. period on Saturday morning are also
convenient for those people who can’t make a regular rotating hour or are
confined to a certain time frame due to family or work requirements.
Come when you can! God understands!

The Christ the King Chapter proudly salutes the following people
who were part of the original sign-up group of 52 men* in 1962 who are
still faithfully attending Nocturnal Adoration monthly:

Al Martin                      Bruce Shuert, Sr.               James Middleton
Anatole Maher                          Frank Becht

The Christ the King Chapter recognizes those members who attended
100% of scheduled monthly adoration in a rotating band cycle during
2011:

Hazel Ghiotto                 Paul Ghiotto                     Ron Lynch
Valerie Lynch                 Patrice Pruitt  George Pruitt
Al Martin                       Bruce Shuert, Sr.              Betty Becht 
Frank Becht                   Dennis Scobie                   Ken Ulatowski, 

James Middleton

The following faithful members are recognized for 100% in a non-
rotating capacity:

Vera Registre                 Louis Registre                   Kim Do
Hoa Do                                    Khanh Do

As of January 2012 the following individuals head up the different
bands:

Band One – Paul Ghiotto, Sr.; Band Two – Ron Lynch; Band Three
– Dick Sollee; Band Four – Al Martin; Band Five – Frank Japour; Band
Six – Bruce Shuert, Sr.; Band Seven – Ken Ulatowski; Band Eight – Jim
Middleton; Band Nine (non-rotating, 6:00-7:00 a.m.) – Monica Crisp;
Band Ten (non-rotating, 7:00-8:00 a.m.) – Stu Pierce.

The CTK chapter will hold its 50th annual recognition breakfast at the
Merrill Road Golden Corral restaurant on Saturday, Feb. 11, beginning at
9:00 a.m. Guest speaker will be the honorable Frank Becht whose topic
will be the importance of getting a good night’s sleep while in the Sacred
Heart Chapel.

Please consider joining and continuing the important work of this
prayer ministry in its commitment to the Blessed Sacrament. Contact any
of the individuals listed herein for further information about the chapter
and its ministry: Chapter President – Paul Ghiotto – 727-5040,
paulghiotto@hotmail.com; Treasurer –Monica Crisp– 721-2754,
d56mon@aol.com, Secretary- Mary Ann Middleton – 743-3953,
jjmamidd@juno.com

* Initially only men were allowed to sign up although many wives came
faithfully for many years before women were permitted into the official
ranks.

Nocturnal Adoration Society

Christ the King

Chapter turns 50!

Missionaries of the Poor

St. Vincent dePaul food drive

L’Arche Harbor House

Feast with Friends

Feed Your Faith

Christ the King

5:00pm - 7:00pm

February 22 - Ash Wednesday

then Every Friday in March

Hats Off To Spring

The 30
th

Annual 

“Camp I Am Special” Fashion Show and Luncheon

March 3, 2012 

St. Matthew’s Catholic Church

Parish Center

1773 Blanding Boulevard, Jacksonville

Donation  $10.00

Doors open at 11:00 a.m.

Tickets are available at Christ the King

through CKCCW

Call Betty Kuehl at 641-7970

Further information  Debra Capley 384-8882

or   Mary Hartman  994-2813
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by Darlene O’Neal

The annual Anniversary Celebration sponsored by the Diocese of St.
Augustine was held on Saturday, November 19, 2011.

Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic Church, Ponte Vedra Beach, was
the host parish for this year’s Mass and celebration. Several hundred
couples throughout the diocese, married 25 years and more, were honored
with this very special Mass.

Bishop Felipe Estevez celebrated the Mass and led a renewal of
marriage vows: 

My dear Friends, since you were married in Christ Jesus, He has been
your portion in happiness and your chalice in sorrow. We beg Him to
guide and watch over you, helping you to persevere in love and to rejoice
in His grace for many years to come. And may you continue to give
thanks to Almighty God for the blessings you have shared throughout
your married lives.

Husbands and wives then faced each other and held hands as they
recited their marriage renewal vows. It was emotional as each couple was
called by name to come forward where Bishop Estevez personally
congratulated them and presented each lady with a yellow rose. A
beautiful certificate with the couple’s names and number of years married
had been received in the mail prior to the Celebration Mass.

Several couples representing Christ the King were “Cas” and Dolly
Casterlin, “Tito” and Celia Espejo, Louie and Darlene O’Neal, and
Vernon and Emma Duncan who recently celebrated their 70th
Anniversary.

Bishop Estevez very graciously greeted and posed for pictures during
the reception that followed the Mass. Thank you, Bishop Estevez and the
Diocesan Center for Family Life, for recognizing all of these couples who
have been married for so many years. It was truly a special day.

2011 Anniversary Celebration

by Laurie Plotz

Christ the King is both thrilled
and honored to host Father
Richard Ho Lung, founder of
Missionaries of the Poor, and his
singers on June 2-3, 2012. In
October 2011, eight parishioners,
including Father Thanh, went to
Jamaica to work with MOP. It was
an eye opening experience for all
who went. The joy that you feel
when you help the poorest of the
poor is indescribable. Pictures can
only tell half the story. You have
to experience it. 

So, to that end, we will bring a
little of Jamaica to Jacksonville.
Father Ho Lung will preach at all
the Masses on that weekend and
we will be treated to two concerts
on Saturday and Sunday nights.
Most of the songs are written by

Father Ho Lung. All parishioners are invited to attend either or both
concerts. Please mark your calendars, you DO NOT want to miss hearing
this incredible man speak. 

MOP Comes to

Christ the King!!!!!

May is the month of Mary,
but May is more than just May

crowning.

Come join the whole community of 
Christ the King,

for the Holy Rosary Procession &
Mass to honor the Blessed Mother.

Saturday, May 5 at 8:00 a.m.
at the Grotto

by Carol-Ann Black

The retreat master for our Lenten retreat in March will be Father
Dennis Gang, TOR, from Franciscan University in Steubenville, Ohio. He
has recently returned to the main campus of the university from a seven-
year assignment as campus minister to the Franciscan University
community in Gaming, Austria. Father Dennis is an alumnus of the
Franciscan University. His major was political science, because in his
own words, “I had the answers to the world’s problems.” He experienced
true personal conversion during his junior year and when he graduated, he
entered the seminary immediately. Following his ordination Father
Dennis served in campus ministry in Steubenville and parish ministry as
well. He spent a short time in the Bronx, New York, working with Father
Benedict Groeschel and his community of friars.

And then I had an email from Father Dennis. He informed me that his
title for the mission would be, The March from Madness. “Frank’s last
message to me gave me your pastor’s theme for the year as evangelism.
This and Bishop Estevez’s letter of January 29 have made me see how
important the time is for us Catholics to recognize the serious danger we
face to our Catholic practice of faith. I would ask the people of Christ the
King to join me in fasting and prayer as the bishop and all Catholic
bishops ask of us to do now and also for our retreat. I believe we need to
seriously beg God to prepare us spiritually for the times ahead. This is a
wake-up call for the Church. My message will call people to come into
the light of Christ and leave behind any and all darkness. The title, March
from Madness, is to incorporate the college basketball season’s
nickname for their tournaments that take place each March. I will be
saying that there is much bigger madness that is taking place that is
robbing us of our eternal life.”

Father Dennis’s conviction and enthusiasm for the March from
Madness should give us a unique and spiritual path to tread in our
dealings with our personal challenges and those that have arisen in the
public realm.

Parish Mission

March from Madness

March 17 – 21



February 2012 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 7

by Lucille Guzzone

Children look forward to Christmas like no other holiday.  They antic-
ipate Santa’s arrival with great excitement. Children fortunate to grow up
in a church community such as ours realize too that this fun-filled holiday
is also a special and joyful holy day nestled within a season of reverence
and devotion. Through their religion and music classes our little ones
understand at a young age that the true meaning of Christmas is the com-
memoration of the birth of Christ. It is amazing how they are so willing
to get up on a stage or on the altar ready to be part of the proclamation of
this message.  So, our parish children honored our Lord this past

Christmas through
three special programs.

Christ the King
School presented “A
Charlie Brown
Christmas.” Although
the play retained the
familiar secular ele-
ments through familiar
dialogue, the theme
was overwhelmingly
spiritual.  The play was
infused with uplifting
and spiritual music and
topics of unselfishness
and sharing.  Religious
Education for Children
presented a Songfest
and invited their fami-
lies to sing along with

them as each grade sang familiar Christmas Carols. Our church’s music
director invited both groups of children to participate in a production of
“The Christmas Nativity’’ which was performed just before the children’s
Mass held on Christmas Eve. The little ones were transformed into
angels, shepherds and animals. The children’s choir accompanied young
narrators as they told the story of Jesus’s birth. 

Although adults—-parents and teachers—-encourage those in their
care to live lives of love for the Lord and His Church, it seems so evident
and natural that in these little people there already exists a soft light of
innocence and piety in their souls that somehow shines forth brightly dur-
ing this special season.  Thank you, Lord, for Your Son, and for our little
children as well.

Christmas,

A Time for Children

by Darlene O’Neal

The Christmas Eve Pageant was
presented by students of the parish
religious education program and
Christ the King school. The pageant
was arranged and directed by parish
music director Tina Caiñas Harrell.

The presentation began with a
reading that told the story of how the
custom of having a manger scene
originated. St. Francis of Assisi, in
the year 1223, wanted to make the
Christmas story more real for every-
one. He brought a homemade manger
into his little church in Italy, along
with a live donkey, and real, live peo-
ple to portray Joseph, Mary, Jesus,
and shepherds. The congregation was
amazed at what they saw and perhaps

for the first time they truly understood the meaning of the Word becom-
ing flesh and dwelling among us.

The readings continued telling about the journey to Bethlehem and
finally the birth of Jesus. “Baby
Jesus” was delivered from the chapel
by his Uncle Pat to the arms of his
mother. The children played their
roles as shepherds with their animals
gathered around, as one angel
appeared to announce the Good
News: “Today in the town of David,
a Savior has been born to you; He is
Christ the Lord,” All the other angels
suddenly appeared, praising God and
saying, “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those
whom He favors.” 

Tina Harrell, accompanied by
Lawrence Dioso on the guitar, chose all the appropriate songs performed
throughout the pageant. The entire cast processed out while singing, “Go
tell it on the mountain.”

Religious Education teachers Lucille Guzzone, Betty Wheeler, Terry
Yip, and Susan Riker were very helpful with all the preparations for this
beautiful pageant.

Cast:
Readers: Lindsey Collier, Ben Guzzone, Jenna Blenker, and Julie Ngo
Joseph, Mary and Baby Jesus: Ryan, Amanda, and Kevin Lucas O’Neal
The Angel Crucifer: Gabriel 
Angels: Emily, Sophia, Victoria, and Camillia
Shepherds: Robert, Eric, John, John, and Peter 
Animals: Noah, Alexis, and Monica 
Choir: Tayler, Marissa, Ron Ron, Matthew, Benjamin, Megan, Kameryn,
and Katherine
Solos: Tayler, Marissa, Megan, Kameryn, and Jared as the Drummer Boy

Surnames have been withheld protecting God’s children. 

Special thanks to Kevin Wolfe for the beautiful photographs.

Children’s

Christmas Eve Pageant
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God Will Provide

by Bob and Mitzi Vergenz

When Mitzi and I were first
married, we left our home in
Georgia to move to New Jersey
with all our worldly goods in a U-
Haul, praying that the Lord would
provide us an apartment on the
Rutgers campus where I, Bob, was
starting grad school. We were on a
very tight budget then because the
stipend was designed for the
meager support of a single graduate
student, not a family. We continued
to tithe our small income, even
though there were periods when we
had to reduce the percentage. 

Each summer of those grad
school years we faced an
impossible situation, especially
after our first child was born,
because the stipend ran out. Each
year we prayed for help to make it
financially and each year the Lord
came through for us. One year we
received an unexpected check from
Mitzi’s old job for a profit-sharing
plan she didn’t know she had. The
second year, when Peter was a
baby, we got into an auto accident
on an icy highway that totaled our
car and the insurance settlement
covered our summer expenses.
Another year we discovered we
were eligible for food stamps and
SSI payments for Gina, and
received a large lump sum as back
payment. 

The last year before we left
Rutgers, the Lord provided for us in
an amazing way. Bob had been
attending prayer meetings regularly
at a local parish church. He never
shared anything about our financial
need, but after one meeting, a
friend, who was a businessman,
approached Bob and said the Lord
was telling him to loan us some
money, and how much do we need?
Bob was stunned, but managed to
tell the guy about our upcoming
summer situation. The guy had
been planning to loan us some
money, but when he found out we

had no certain way to repay him, he
said to consider it a gift. He gave us
a substantial sum, which we were
only able to pay back several years
later. As we recall those years, we
learned that not only would God
always care for each of us, but He
would also provide for our dear
ones. 

Another lesson from those
years was that it is not shameful to
accept the charity (the word just
means love) of others when you
have done your best to make it, and
it just isn’t enough. The two
Dominican campus ministers
started refusing our tithe checks in
the collection basket after we had
kids. They taught us to receive
love, as well as give it. Bob
struggled with his pride to accept
the outrageously large check these
two priests would write to us each
Christmas break in return for caring
for their house while they were
gone. They were kind enough to
allow us to “earn” that check. God
bless you, Father Joe and Father
Tom, wherever you are. You helped
bring Mitzi into the Catholic
Church by your loving example.

When Bob completed his
studies at Rutgers and we moved to

Jacksonville, the Lord provided us
with the Christ the King family.
Thanks to the stewardship program,
our three boys all got a fine
Catholic education. Even when it
became necessary to pay for
tuition, the Lord provided ways to
earn the money.

Mitzi has a degree in chemical
engineering, though she chose to be
a stay-at-home mom beginning
with our first child. Of course, after
Gina was born, with her handicaps,
taking care of her became a full-
time job. After Gina went to live at
Angelwood at age 12, I wasn’t even
looking for a job, but a job found
me. JEA had called UNF to see if
they had a retired professor
interested in a part-time chemistry
lab job. Somebody said, hey, isn’t
Dr. Vergenz’ wife into chemistry? It
was a perfect set up: I could work
during school hours, and be home
after school. Suzette and I had to
trade babysitting sometimes, but it
all worked out. The Lord called me
back to work outside of the home,
back to my training.

A few years later, I, Mitzi, was
asked by my son Steven to help him
with job hunting. He wanted to post
a resume on Monster.com, so I

demonstrated with one of my old
resumes on the website. Within a
week I started getting phone calls
from places wanting to hire me.
Again, I wasn’t even looking for a
job, but the job found me. I
accepted a position as a
professional engineer for 20%
more money than I was making
before. I worked there for a couple
of years when a young girl I had
befriended at a previous job told
me about an engineering position at
her new firm. I accepted a new
position for another 20% salary
increase.  

Bob and I continued to tithe
throughout these career moves, and
a lot of the increased money went
to pay Catholic school tuition. God
blessed our commitment, and
provided us a proper Catholic
education for our boys. It has been
worth every penny to see them
grow up into fine young men. 

When I got laid off in
November 2009, God took
advantage of my time off to call me
to acceptance of my professed
Catholic faith, and not be a
Protestant in Catholic clothing.
Many of you followed my journey
to faith here in the Courier. During
that year of unemployment, I
learned that God provides for all
my needs, not just the things I think
I need. Even now, when my current
job is up in the air due to contract
issues, I don’t let it worry me. God
has provided for me for fifty-plus
years, and I don’t see why He
should quit now. Philippians 4:11,
reminds me that whatever state I
am in, to be content. If my job
continues, hallelujah, because I
love working at the Navy bases. If
my job terminates, I’ll have more
time for daily Mass and visiting
with my friends. Philippians 19
tells me my God will supply all my
needs according to His riches in
glory in Christ Jesus.

Confirmation Retreat
The Confirmandi continued their

preparation toward receiving the sacrament of
confirmation by attending a retreat on January
22, 2012, on the church campus.  Father Pawel
spent time with the class in the chapel during
Adoration.  During this quiet time, the students
read loving letters of encouragement written by
their parents. Sister Nancy told of her journey
into the Sisterhood and explained to the class
that vocations in their lives will take on many
roles. Music minister Tina Harrell, shared an
uplifting story of her childhood and explained
how she overcame obstacles through her faith
and through her music. The youth group was
represented by John Klinkenberg and the teens
who spoke of the Holy Spirit and their own
experiences in the reception of the sacrament.
Especially moving was the testimony of
Kathleen Patti, who turned to prayer in her

fight to overcome a serious illness. Through
this challenging experience, she emerged
stronger in her faith. Catechists, Kelli
Moneyhan and Joe Birch, lent their own
expertise to the retreat through review and
preview of the study of the sacrament. Many
moms and dads volunteered their time during
the day by aiding teachers and presenters by
passing out and collecting material and by
serving snacks and cleaning up.

Although the Confirmandi represented
three distinct groups — Christ the King
School, Religious Education for Children, and
Morning Star School — all of them worked
together in a harmonious unit learning,
laughing, sharing and praying throughout the
day. It truly was a pleasure to witness these
youngsters become so excited with anticipation
to receive the sacrament of confirmation.  
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by Darlene O’Neal
Recently we celebrated the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Jesus taught that Baptism is necessary

for salvation. Baptism is birth into the new life in Christ. In accordance with the Lord’s will, it is nec-
essary for salvation as is the Church itself, which we enter by Baptism. - CCC, no. 1277. Baptism of
infants is necessary as this sacrament frees them from Original Sin and welcomes them into the Church
community. Two babies recently baptized at
Christ the King were surrounded by four gener-
ations of family members.

Kevin Lucas O’Neal was baptized by
Father Stephen Zehler on December 4, 2011.
Parents, Ryan and Amanda, grandmother
Luann O’Neal, great-grandparents Darlene and
Louie O’Neal, as well as other family and
friends, joyfully witnessed the ceremony.
Lucas’s aunt Ashley O’Neal and cousin Patrick
O’Neal were chosen as his godparents.

Madison Marie Crowder was baptized on
December 18, 2011 by Father Pawel Duda.
Parents, Christi and Richard, grandparents
Mark and Ann Wheeler Fewell and great-
grandparents Betty and Fred Wheeler complet-
ed the four generations present. Godparents
chosen are Samantha Fewell and Stephen Holland. Many more of Madison’s family were present for
the happy occasion.

May God bless these children as they continue to grow in the light of Christ.
“ No one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit” (John 3:5).

The Sacrament Of Baptism

by Darlene O’Neal

Good food! Great company! Cheerful atmosphere! All the makings
for a successful party and that’s just what took place at the RCIA annual
Christmas party on December 21.

Before the party began, we had a nice surprise when Father Steven
Zehler dropped in on his way for the Fil-Am Mass that was held that night
in the Blessed John XXIII Hall. It’s always a pleasure to see our former
parochial vicar. Father Zehler is a wonderful spiritual adviser who gave
meaningful talks and discussions for previous RCIA sessions.

As always, there was too much food, especially desserts. The home-
made cakes were out of this world thanks to Tammy Foxworth and Jeff
Kress. Tammy made a three-tiered spice cake that would be a serious
threat in the Pillsbury Bake-Off and Jeff’s carrot cake, which he spent
three hours making, was a close second. Recipes were provided for some
of the dishes so they could be duplicated at home. There was even special
hot cider made by Louie O’Neal. And talk about special, the Deacon’s
potato/shrimp salad called for a second helping. There were no calorie
counters at this party!

After blessing the food, Deacon James Scott introduced a family of
three who will be joining the class the first week in January. The
Washington family consists of father, mother, and daughter, and they were
warmly welcomed by all. 

Games were played, prizes were given, and everyone seemed to have
a good time. Thanks for all the help in decorating and setting up the hall.
It was truly a team effort to bring everything together for a successful
RCIA Christmas Party 2011.

RCIA Christmas Party 2011
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by Jim Kersch

Editors note:  Jim’s wife, Kathy, beloved of many at Christ the King and the whole diocese, died of breast cancer in 1999, leaving Jim to care for four

children between kindergarten and high school.  Their oldest child, Jessica, is now married with her own child, who often stays with Grand Pa’Pa’

Jim.  This poem was written by Jim for the boy’s first birthday on October 28.

Dear Jonah Michael McIntire,

HAPPY 1ST BIRTHDAY

You are a really great guy, a really great guy!

Grand Pa’Pa’ has something very important to tell you

And I’ll try hard, my grandson, not to cry.

I had you to myself for the first six months of your life

And enjoyed each moment with both joy and mild strife.

We played and watched school busses go by

Then watched the grand parade of late butterflies.

We smelled beautiful flowers and watched multitudes of ants.

Occasionally, Grand Pa’Pa’ had to change your pants.

You put up your fists and danced the “Al Capone” for me

And I pointed to the birds, watching from our sycamore tree.

You didn’t know it at the time but

Grand Pa’Pa’ always hugged you twice…

Once for me and once for Grandma Kathy

Who was really, really quite nice.

Each smile I stole I always stole twice.

I wanted you to know your Grandma Kathy

Who was really, really quite nice.

I would hold you over my head with great joy and express

Then pause a few moments to clean up our mess.

I tossed you again, up into the air

Believing Grandma Kathy was surely there.

She stole her hugs, she stole her caress

Through Grand Pa’Pa’, to this I can attest.

Now each time I hug you, I’ll always hug you twice

For you to remember Grandma Kathy

Who was really, really quite nice.

Happy Birthday and I love you,

Grand Pa’Pa’

Two Hugs
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Please remember the poor and the hungry during Lent. Rice
Bowls will be available after Masses in the first week of Lent. Keep
them out and in sight and accessible to receive loose coins often.
Monies collected will fund Catholic Relief development projects in
agriculture, microfinance, mother and child health, education and
HIV and AIDS relief. 

Lenten Prayer

Good and Gracious God, You who are full of compassion, help

us to show compassion towards others this Lent. During this

holy season we pray that we may be transformed, fast in soli-

darity with those who are hungry, learn to live with less, and

give so that others may live. May we join in solidarity as one

human family and love one another as You love each of us.

by Charm I. Saults

Gabriel said he was going to give up oatmeal and waffles. Then his

mom could just buy donuts and she would not have to cook.

Ellen said she would not borrow her sister’s clothes.

Michael said he was giving up his name and changing it to Bobby. He

did not like his name in the first place.

Mary said she was giving up potato chip dip and would eat them plain.

Joey said he would stop hiding his sister’s toys.

Jenny said she would stop using her mom’s shampoo as bubble bath.

Donnie said he would stop drinking chocolate milk.

Kathy said she was going to stop eating spinach and she already told her

mom.

Brian said he would give up world history and he would tell his teacher

it was for Jesus. 

Billy said he told his whole family that they had to give up candy and

popcorn and that meant everyone.

So – Lent – how about you?!!!

Things to give up for Lent

A To-Do List for Each Day

of Lent
by: Charm I. Saults

Pray to God seeking forgiveness for when we have failed Him. Keep
in mind that we should forgive others. 

Thank God for everything we have.
This is a time to renew relations within our families, focusing on those

who are difficult to love or forgive.
Respect and honor our elders and treat them with kindness.

Reach out to those in need; those who are unloved; unwanted and
alone. They really need a friend.

Go into your day with extra smiles to share.
Now is the time to sacrifice something. Make a different sacrifice

each day as a sign of commitment — an offering to God.

St. Gerard House Fund Raiser

St. Gerard Campus, a non-profit maternity home and Christian high

school for pregnant teenagers, promotes empowerment through edu-

cation with strong Christian values. 

Larry and Dorothy O’Steen

Marj Burke and

Claretta Lamusga
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Submitted by Charm Saults

Taken from the internet

This information is for Catholics Only. It must not be divulged to non-

Catholics. The less they know about rituals and code words, the better

off they are. 

Amen: The only part of a prayer that everyone knows.

Bulletin: Your receipt for attending Mass. 

Choir: A group of people whose singing allows the rest of the Parish to

lip-sync.

Holy Water: A liquid whose chemical formula is H2OLY.

Hymn: A song of praise usually sung in a key three octaves higher than

that of the congregation’s range. 

Recessional Hymn: The last song at Mass often sung a little more quietly,

since most of the people have already left. 

Incense: Holy Smoke!

Jesuits: An order of priests known for their ability to find colleges with

good basketball teams. 

Jonah: The original ‘Jaws’ story.

Justice: When kids have kids of their own. 

Kyrie Eleison: The only Greek words that most Catholics can recognize

besides gyros and baklava. (for you non-Catholics it means Lord have

mercy)

Magi: The most famous trio to attend a baby shower.

Manger: Where Mary gave birth to Jesus because Joseph wasn’t covered

by an HMO. (The Bible’s way of showing us that holiday travel has

always been rough.) 

Pew: A medieval torture device still found in Catholic churches.

Procession: The ceremonial formation at the beginning of Mass consisting

of altar servers, the celebrant, and late parishioners looking for seats.

Recessional: The ceremonial procession at the conclusion of Mass led by

parishioners trying to beat the crowd to the parking lot.

Relics: People who have been going to Mass for so long, they actually

know when to sit, kneel, and stand. 

Ten Commandments: The most important Top Ten list not given by David

Letterman...

Ushers: The only people in the parish who don’t know the seating

capacity of a pew.

Little known facts about the Catholic Church in Las Vegas :

There are more churches in Las Vegas than casinos. During Sunday

services at the offertory, some worshipers contribute casino chips as

opposed to cash.. Some are sharing their winnings - some are hoping to

win. Since they get chips from so many different casinos, and they are

worth money, the Catholic churches are required to send all the chips into

the diocese for sorting. Once sorted into the respective casino chips, one

junior priest takes the chips and makes the rounds to the casinos turning

chips into cash. And he, of course, is known as ‘The Chip Monk’.

Catholic Humor

Religious Article Store

Daily missals only $60.00 (original price $74.95)

Other books on sale 

Books for Lent and the Stations of the Cross.

Lent and Advent candle holders.  Candles are available. 

Easter books for children and other new items.

Stop by and browse.

Sign up to volunteer in the store, just an hour a month would be wonderful.

Also the Country Store Volunteer sheet is available for you to sign up for that spring activity.

Come see Charm or call 721-9827.

Christ The King / St. Cecilia Concert
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Nouwen House of Harbor House

by Charm Saults

Nouwen House was named
after Henri Nouwen (Nouen), who
was born in Nijkerk, Netherlands,
January 24, 1932 and died
September 21, 1996 in Hilversum,
Netherlands. He was a Catholic
priest and writer with close ties to
the L’Arche movement.

My husband, John, and I were
invited to join the residents of
Nouwen House for dinner on
January 16. It was a wonderful
evening. The residents are so warm
and friendly. We had chicken pot
pie (homemade by Susan Clark),
salad, and toasted bread. For
dessert we had my specialty cake
and peach cobbler.

Robie, a resident of Nouwen
House, was asked to say the
evening prayer before dinner. We
joined hands and in a low voice he
said “Thankgod” running the two
words together, and then in a big
voice “Amen.” Everyone heard the
“Amen” and Robert said, “Let’s
eat.”

Now to tell you a little bit about
the residents, starting with the
caregivers.

Hank is a native of
Jacksonville. He used to work in
the boat yards and also on charter
fishing boats. He visited Nouwen

two years ago and fell in love with
the residents, so he decided to live
there and help. Hank is funny,
witty, absolutely loves garage
sales, working in the garden and
TV!!! 

Lofti was not there for dinner,
but I heard he loves computers, has
a degree in physics, and helps take
care of the residents. Lofti is shy,
friendly and very, very caring. He
has been with the Nouwen House
for one year.

Valsan was not there either, but
he too loves computers. He is
hoping to go fishing when the
weather warms up. He also walks
probably 5+ miles a day. Valsan is
practical, loving, forgiving. And
God has given him a great
discerning spirit. He has been with
Nouwen House for fourteen years.

Iris lives in Jacksonville with
her husband. They moved here
from Maine in 1991, when her
husband was relocated by the navy.
Iris has been helping with the
residents at Nouwen House for five
years. She is warm, friendly, and
you can see she loves the residents. 

Susan is a native of
Jacksonville with a very busy
schedule, working two jobs.
However, she manages to find time
on Monday nights to assist with
dinner. 

Now to introduce you to the
residents.

Tommy is a bit on the shy side,
but he loves musical movies. He
also loves hamburgers and could
eat them four or five times a week.
And he does not have any problems
with cholesterol. He has been a
resident for eight years.

Brenda does bead work and
really loves coloring books. She is
very quiet, but has a very warm
smile. She has been a resident for
nineteen years.

Robert enjoys talking books.
He loves to eat and has a good

sense of humor. He has been a
resident for twenty-two years.

Robie enjoys meeting people,
the Jaguars, and jigsaw puzzles. He
is very warm and friendly. Robie
has been a resident for fourteen
years.

Chip loves computer games,
bike riding, relaxing, sports and is
VERY sociable. Chip is someone
everyone loves. He is unusually
considerate, thoughtful, and caring,
and loves his core members. He is
outgoing and loves retreats and
travel and his birth family. Chip has
been a resident twenty-two years.
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Christmas Eve Pageant
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Epiphany Celebration
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Simbang Gabi 2011

by Imogene Praxedes

“Prayer makes your heart
bigger, until it is capable of
containing the gift of God himself.”

-Mother Teresa

The Philippine Community of
Christ the King celebrated its
traditional Simbang Gabi last
December. It was a nine-day
celebration consisting of Christmas
Novena Masses and nightly
recitation of the Holy Rosary.

Simbang Gabi is a beloved
tradition in the Philippines that has

been passed down by our
forefathers since the 1500’s. They
would wake up before sunrise to
attend Mass. They would pray for
an abundant harvest and a bountiful
yield from the sea.

This custom is so ingrained in
the Filipino psyche that one would
be hard-pressed in finding Simbang
Gabi not being celebrated in any

country where
there is a Filipino
population. The
P h i l i p p i n e
Community of
Christ the King
joyfully shared
its version on
December 15 to
December 23,
2011.

We are so
grateful to the
priests who
celebrated the
Novena Masses.
Father Pawel Duda and Father
Steven Zehler graciously accepted
our invitation to celebrate four of
the Masses. Father David Vivero,
pastor of St. Therese Catholic
Church of Belleview, Florida,
celebrated the third day. Father Eric
Delapena OFM Conv., Vocations
Director of Assumption Parish in
Syracuse, New York, celebrated
four Masses. We are also thankful
to Father Virgilio Tolentino of New
Jersey for helping us get in touch
with the Filipino priests, Father
David and Father Eric. 

Simbang Gabi is a faith-filled
festivity of prayer and reflection. It
is nine days of worship and

inspiring homilies.
Each Eucharistic
celebration is an
opportunity to
embrace and devote
oneself in
manifesting one’s
faith in a loving
God. This is the
spiritual purpose that
the Filipino
community joyfully

shares in this event anchored in
faith, hope, charity and love.

This year it was fundamental
that the Filipino youth of Christ the
King be given a more visible and
active role in Simbang Gabi. We
acknowledge that holiday traditions
are an important element in the
lives of our youth. The paybacks
for the community are:

Sense of security – powerful

reminder against negative peer

pressure

Sense of belonging – search for

identity and self is provided

through happy memories of

cultural values by way of

customs and traditions

Core values are defined and

become tools in making better

choices and decisions

The Novena Masses
emphasized the importance of
prayers. Praying the Holy Rosary
and Christmas Novena prayer was
a reminder of the mystery of the
Incarnation nine days before the
birth of Christ. They are also a
devotion to the Blessed Mother.

The homilies and readings become
part of the foundation of our core
values that will be passed down to
our youth.

The following are reflections
written by some of the young
participants of Simbang Gabi 2011.

Mia Solis – I was an altar
server with Christina and the
Delacruz brothers. I also sang a
song. After all of the Masses there
was a beautiful banquet. This
year’s Simbang Gabi was more
successful than last year’s. Thank
you to the priests, Himig Handog
Choir, and especially Mrs. Tina
Harrell for taking the time to learn
our Filipino heritage. Also a BIG
thank you to all who supported
Simbang Gabi at CTK.

Christina Batario – I thought
it was wonderful. The choir sang
beautifully. I experienced this as an
altar server. All the priests were
very helpful. I thought how
beautiful the parols (Filipino
Christmas lanterns) were. They
don’t have them here in the United

States. The parols represent the Star
of Bethlehem.

Ron Ron Harden – Simbang
Gabi is a really great event.
Filipinos get to enjoy one of their
traditions in another country. It is
like a novena prayer but instead it is

nine Masses before Christmas Eve.
I got to take part in this tremendous
event. I carried the parols to the
altar. I even got to do the readings
in Tagalog twice. I enjoyed it! So, if
you didn’t come last year you
should come this year. I think you
might like it.

Aleeza Tecson - – Every year
Simbang Gabi reminds me of how
much I love my culture. If you have
never gone before it is a series of
Masses where Filipinos and non-
Filipinos celebrate the coming of
Jesus’s birthday. The readings are
in Tagalog and English. I got to
read in English. There is lechon and
lumpia at the reception. Also
everyone has a chance to win
parols that are beautifully

decorated. The food is always
amazing and it is a great way to
catch up with everyone. Even if
you are not Filipino it is still an
interesting way to explore a
different culture. Plus, free food is
an invitation in itself. So please join
us in December of 2012 during this
wonderful celebration.

Thank you to Christ the King
Parish for allowing the Philippine
Community to share our customs
and traditions with you. We also
hope to have a more active role in
the parish as we encourage our
youth and young adults to be more
dynamic and responsive to the
tenets of the Catholic Church.
Maraming salamat po.
MABUHAY!

Simbang Gabi Sponsors with Father Duda

Father Zehler

Father David Vivero
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Tim Talks

For Catholics, Lent is a season of
preparation when we take time for introspection,
prayer, penance, and fasting as we prepare to
celebrate the resurrection of Christ on Easter
Sunday.  Those of us who have been doing this
for a while know the drill well.  The opportunity
to become closer to Christ, and to renew our
faith is there for everyone.

It is also the time of year when the big
question on the minds of fellow Catholics is,
“What did YOU give up for Lent?”

Like New Year’s resolutions, most of
the time these sacrifices are doomed to fail.
We start out with sincere intent, only to
succumb to a lack of will power.  Then we
start again, and the vicious cycle continues.
Whether you are giving up chocolate, soft
drinks, caffeine, alcohol, or any number of
vices, the end result is usually the same:
disappointment or misery.  If you manage to
fulfill your sacrifice, it usually winds up
making you miserable. 

For some people, deciding “what to give
up” becomes the sacrifice itself.  Rather
than giving anything up, they give up the act
of sacrificing during Lent.  It’s just easier!

This year, instead of sacrificing
something, try a different, more rewarding
approach to the Lenten sacrifice.  Sacrifice your
time in order to pray more; to spend more time
with your family; and to give more time to your
faith. You don’t have to suffer personally.
Instead, you can take a different approach and
work to enrich the lives of others through your
time and talent.   

Christ the King is a parish with a rich
volunteer tradition.  There are dozens of ways

for parishioners to get involved.  These provide

a golden opportunity for our community to

make the “sacrifice” for Lent. As our parish

community gracefully grows older, the need for

fresh ideas and new perspectives is always

welcome.  It also provides us with the chance to

live our faith through service to others.  It

doesn’t require a full time commitment.  There

are offerings for every schedule, even if you are

limited with transportation, or you just don’t

have the time because of other obligations.

We offer ministries for all walks of life, and

for all types of interests from spiritual to social.

Whether you are a teenager looking for a way to

get involved; or a senior citizen wanting to

socialize; a young mother looking for other

Catholic moms to share your faith experience;

or a dad looking for a way to help with projects

while involving your children; we have

something for YOU.  

Instead of giving up the usual suspects

during Lent, try a new approach this year.  Give

the parish community the gift of your time and

talent.  The rewards are many, and you won’t be

miserable!

A Reflection: Right to Life Sunday 2012

by Erin McGuigan-Phillips

On Respect Life Sunday we celebrate the right of
every soul to life, from its natural beginning to its
natural end. I have worked in and around this entire
span - as a pregnancy center counselor/mentor, as a
birth doula/childbirth educator, and as a Certified
Nursing Assistant in end of life facilities. Each one
touched my heart and soul in ways that I always call
to mind this Sunday, year after year.

The one that tugs at my heartstrings most are the
women making a decision in life during a pregnancy
crisis. I worked in both Clearwater and Lake City
centers, and the stories are often just
heartbreaking. These aren’t just “bad girls” stuck
with a problem - their stories are much more
complicated than that. 

Sure, I have come across the girls with the Teen-
Mom-on-MTV mentality that partied hard and think
it’s cool to have a baby this young. But during the
time spent working with these girls, we found out the
real reasons for their thought processes: little to no
parental involvement, left to being raised by their
peers, no guidance from anyone. I can remember
vividly a girl whom I counseled, who, at the end of
her course, tearfully told me “no one ever
cared.” This is the reality they live in. And it breaks my heart.

But more often than not, these women are assault victims that must
face the outcome of what happened to them. 

These are married couples that have fallen on hard circumstances in
this economy and have to choose between a $300 abortion or an average
of $10,000 a year to raise their child. Sometimes what is offered in our
centers is all the material support they will get. And just as sad is that the
emotional support beyond our walls is missing in their lives as well.

Then there’s what happens after the majority of our lives are
lived. When we cannot take care of ourselves, by ourselves. There are
seniors who willingly live in an Assisted Living or Long Term Care center

for a sense of community and safety. Then there’s the ugly
side. The men and women who have such wisdom and
wealth of life’s lessons being dumped ANYWHERE so
their family doesn’t have to worry about them. And those
who are afflicted with the very sad disease called
Alzheimer’s, or another form of dementia, they are simply
the forgotten member of the family. Yes, sometimes there
is no other choice for the families- they simply cannot take
on the care of their elderly family. But my experience is
sometimes very different.

There were times when I’d meet family only when
their family member was on their last foot, primarily to put
affairs in order and wait until the last breath is drawn. I’ve
been attending one resident and heard across the curtain
someone else’s child actually “joke” that if they pulled a
wire, this would go faster. I can remember getting my
nurse manager into a room to break up family members
squabbling about the house and bank accounts before the
elderly person was even gone. These forgotten ones were
the patients/residents that I spent the most of my shift
on. A little smile, listening to a story of when they were in
the prime of their lives made their day. And it didn’t
matter what socio-economic category they were in. Often
the ones that had the most family visits were the ones that
weren’t all that well off. Every one of these residents
deserve, if not earned, the right to live as best a quality of

life that their circumstances allowed, and not to have someone decide
when they should go.

The right of a soul to live out the timeline our Lord has designed for
them is something that we cannot take away, no matter how we form the
words to fool ourselves to the contrary. When our lives begin and when
they end can never truthfully be defined by human lawmakers and
lobbyists. It is solely up to our Lord. This truth is so very simple. But
true to our nature, we’ve made it so complicated and convoluted, haven’t
we? This weekend, and throughout the year, I hope you celebrate the lives
you, your family and loved ones, and your fellow man have and will live
out.
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By:  Tina Caiñas Harrell, CTK Music Director

“Time flies by when you’re having a good
time,” so it has been said.  This February marks
my third anniversary year with Christ the King
Parish and this Lent and Easter will be my
fourth!  I felt immediately at home because of
the great gift of hospitality that expressed itself
almost every weekend with gracious greetings
of welcome when I came bounding into the
gathering area, and with the frequent hugs I
received from the youngest children to the old-
est “young at heart.”

From the point-of-view of the Music
Ministry and the other areas in which I am priv-
ileged to spend my time, creativity, enthusiasm,
and energy, I would like to share some thoughts
and observations:

There is an ever-increasing knitting together
of this Parish family in ways that have been a
special blessing to me personally, especially in
this past year of 2011:

The Holy Rosary Procession and Mass

To see and experience the various cultures
and languages of our parish coming together to
raise their voices with deep devotion to Our
Blessed Mother is profoundly moving to anyone
who might come from outside our parish.  For
me personally, of Spanish descent and Cuban
heritage, it is a confirmation of how ALL of
God’s children can come together as one, when
we surrender to His grace and focus together to
praise Our Lord and His Mother.  With everyone
saying decades of the rosary simultaneously in
various languages, we certainly could  teach  ♫
“the world to sing in perfect harmony…”♫

The recent St. Cecilia Concert,
November of 2011

Again, the diversity of our choirs and their
special gift of music, brought our parish family

together for a noble and charitable cause:  to
raise funds for the Gagnon family in their finan-
cial distress with their son Nick’s sudden life-
threatening cancer; acceptance into St. Jude’s
Children’s Hospital; and the loss of an entire
full-time income so that his mother could be
with him 24/7. Our School Choristers (5th
Graders), the King’s Choir, the St. Joseph
Vietnamese Choir, the Filipino Himig Handog
Choir, and the Christus Rex Ringers presented
music ancient and new for Our Blessed Mother.
We even had our own “3 Priests”: Father Thanh,
Father Sal, and Father Pawel, offer their hymns
of praise in their own native languages. This has
left an indelible mark on my heart which will
yield blessings for years to come.

The Filipino Simbang Gabi

The preparatory Novena for Christmas that
is celebrated by our Filipino brothers and sisters
in our Parish has taught me so much about yet
another culture.  Having been officially “adopt-
ed” by the CTK Filipino Community, I not only
continue to learn more beautiful music, but have
actually begun singing in Tagalog! 

Christmas Eve

This past Midnight Mass, I stepped out in
faith and hired Senior High School Students
from Douglas-Anderson School of the Arts, to
be our stringed quartet of violin, viola, cello,
and double bass.  Giving our young people the
opportunity to share their talent for the Lord and
His people is a passion of mine and my, oh my,
how they did shine!  They were also with us for
the Epiphany Mass and will be with us for
Easter.

Epiphany

Our Pastor’s vision of this feast’s theological
significance of the revelation of the Christ Child

as the Messiah to the Gentiles represented in the
3 Kings, is expressed in the most unbelievable
celebration of the Mass and the International
Dinner that follows.  In the Readings, Prayers of
the Faithful, and the Music, almost every lan-
guage that is spoken in the homes of our parish-
ioners finds its voice at this Mass.  What a joy
for me personally, to be able to sing in my own
native Spanish language!

Our School and Christian Education
Children

Children have a very special gift to offer
through their enthusiastic openness to God and
for learning new things.  Their sense of adven-
ture makes it a real treat for me to work weekly
with our 5th grade Choristers to prepare for our
School Masses, along with those that come on
Sunday mornings to sing for the 9:00 a.m. Mass
(students from both the school and the parish
Religious Education classes).

Our Staff (pastoral and clerical)

Working closely with our priests in planning
Masses and many special liturgies, continues to
be extremely rewarding and keeps me so often
in “holy space” amidst the details.  I am grateful
for the other staff members and volunteer lead-
ers  I work with (Frank, Susan, Jackie, Carol,
Stephanie, Deacon James, Jane, Sr. Nancy,
Lucille, George, Pam, Peter Nguyen, Young,
Linh, Imogene, Nylor, Tito, Jerry) from whom I
continue to learn so many valuable things that
help me to grow musically, professionally, and
personally. 

Thank you Christ the King Parish for being
WHO you are — a loving family and a cultural-
ly united community; and WHAT you are — a
devout and witnessing Catholic parish; and FOR
BECOMING more and more —  a SINGING
PARISH!

Consider the singing for the Lord!
The CTK KING’S CHOIR is open to all men and women with an open heart toward learning the 

“how-to’s” and then singing with joy at the Sunday 11:00 a.m. Mass and for special liturgies and occasions.

COME CHECK IT OUT:
Wednesday Rehearsal 7:00-9:00 p.m.

School Music Room
next to the Gym

Sunday gather in Chapel 10:15 a.m.
to warm up.

CANTORS needed also.
Please call Tina at: 
724-0080, ext. 310

for more information

Musical Musings



by Carol-Ann Black

Have we been busy???  You bet
we have!!! On December 1 we held
our start-Advent Living Rosary.
Happily, I say that our attendance
was the best in years and, as well as
being a deeply spiritual event, it
was also a fun social evening. The
covered dish dinner was al-l-l-l
gone.  No leftovers went home that
night.

Ten days after the Living
Rosary came the Christmas Bake
Sale and Raffle, which is our major
fund raiser for the year. The grand
prize, a laptop computer, was won
by one of our most faithful mem-
bers, Dolly Casterlin, and the three
baskets were won by Carol-Ann
Parker (my very own daughter),
Marge Owens, and Jan Clements.
As we did last year, we briefly
shared space on the Sunday with
the Queens and Kings’ Christmas
party. A bit of a complication for
those doing the planning and set-
ting up, but all the more festive in
my view. We cleared about $900.00

and that goes to our parish gift that
will be determined late in the year
in consultation with Father Thanh.

Official business was conduct-
ed on January 26 at the general
meeting. This is the second of three
general meetings on our calendar
each year and was held at the Olive
Garden in Regency, which works
so well for so many of our mem-
bers. The major item of business
conducted was presentation of
changes to our by-laws. By-laws
have been reworked several times
over the past few years to bring
them up to date for the needs of our
membership. This time the changes
were fairly minor and corrections
recommended by those in atten-
dance were few. The final draft will
be presented and voted upon at the
general meeting in April. Betty
Wheeler organized the commit-
tee—-Loretta Partain, Willie
Blaquiere, and myself—-and saw
to it that everyone had a copy of the
proposed new by-laws. The by-
laws, once approved, should hold
us in good stead for some time. The

only other discussion before clos-
ing the business portion of the
meeting, was brought up by Janet
McMenamy. Janet has graciously
taken upon herself phone contact
with honorary members (an addi-
tional level of membership written
into the by-laws to include women
who have been members of long
standing, but can no longer actively
participate in CKCCW activities)
and others who have been unable to
attend meetings regularly. She has
found these ladies happy-to-be-
thought-of-and-remembered by old
friends.

The next activity on our calen-
dar is the Spring Card Party And
Fashion Show on February 18.  As
always, all of the ladies of the
parish and their friends will be
most welcome. The fashions will
be done by Bealls and the lunch
catered by Glen. Tickets are
$15.00. If cards aren’t your thing,
bring a Scrabble board, Rumicubes,
Yahtzee, or Cribbage board. It is
lots of fun and the door prizes are
always quite wonderful. Of course,

the fact that Daisy McDonald
wraps them so beautifully only
adds to the glamor of a fashion
show. A specific requirement for
this activity is a card table, so if you
are able to bring one with you, it
will make things much simpler for
our chairman, Natalie Winiewicz.
Watch the bulletin for further
details.

Don’t forget that Christ the
King Council of Catholic Women
serves soup on Good Friday, in
between the noon time and 3:00
p.m. services. Serving this light
lunch is a service to those who
would otherwise have to head
home for a bite to eat and then
return—-often not a simple exer-
cise. Circles will plan their contri-
butions.

Finally, Christ the King Council
of Catholic Women offers its
prayers and good wishes to Emma
and Vernon Duncan, who recently
celebrated their 70th wedding
anniversary.
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Christ the King Council of Catholic Women

by Annie Sabatino

On Sunday, January 15, the Queens and Kings hosted a baby shower
to help Emergency Pregnancy Services.

Members donated baby diapers, powder, baby oil and various other
items to help mothers get a head start on things they will need when their
little ones arrive. Approximately $500.00 in gifts was donated.

The Queens and Kings is a ministry of people ages 50 and over who
meet on the second Sunday of each month at 1:00 p.m. They are anxious
to welcome new members. Dues are $5.00 a year. For further informa-
tion, please call Barbara Hanuscin at 724-1776 or just come to the Shirley
David Hall on the day of a meeting.

The meeting dates and times will be in the bulletin.  February’s meet-
ing will have a St.Valentine’s Day theme and March theme will be “Luck
of the Irish.” We’ll play bingo and win prizes. 

Queens and Kings
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by Darlene O’Neal

For the past fifteen months, on the
first Wednesday of each month, a
special meal has been planned,
prepared and served in the Blessed
John XXIII Hall. The purpose
behind this meal is to promote
fellowship among parishioners and
to welcome visitors to our church
family.

Faithful volunteers gather to
prepare the food and set up the hall
with whatever is needed for the
night. Students sell desserts and
50/50 raffle tickets with the
proceeds benefiting the school
science club. Cashiers are on hand
to cheerfully accept your money
and welcome you to the serving
line where you are met by smiling
faces and good food. 

The group of volunteers
continues to be led by Peter House
who has worked extremely hard to
keep this ministry alive. Some of
the volunteers are pictured but
there are many more who were not
present when these pictures were
taken or have not been able to keep
up for one reason or another. Those
pictured are: GiGi Walker, Louie
O’Neal, Bill Damato, Dan Sanford,
Richard Daniels, Jeff Kress, Jeff
Broekman, Peter House, Debbie

House and students Marissa,
Shelby, Rachael and Chris. 

With only one Meal of the
Month left, the annual Fish Fry
meals will begin on Ash
Wednesday. The same volunteers
will gather in the kitchen once
again, bless the food and have fun.
Everyone helps wherever they’re
most comfortable. The only
requirement is a smiling face and a
willingness to help. In fact, the
fellowship in the kitchen
overshadows the work. 

Please come out and join us on
Ash Wednesday for a delicious fish
dinner prepared by some of the
happiest people at Christ the King.
Remember the slogan, Feast with
Friends — Feed Your Faith! 

Meal of the Month

Eat and Meet

Country Store

Collection

by Charm Saults

It’s time for collections for the Country Store, every Saturday from
9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. in the St. Mary’s Room, which is located on
the left side of the gym. Collections start on January 14. Let’s make it
another success story. We need to beat what we raised in October 2011.
I know we can do it. Time to start the New Year by sorting through our
cupboards and garages — maybe replace some furniture.  NEEDED
NOW —- VOLUNTEERS to help on Saturdays and sometimes during
the week sorting, pricing, cleaning and organizing donations.  Please
contact Charm in the Religious Article Store or call 721-9827.

The Country Store will be held on April 13, 14, and 15 from 8:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. On the first day, April 13, there will be a charge of
$3.00 or bring in a donation of canned food for St. Vincent dePaul. April
14 and 15 admission is free. Saturday the Knights of Columbus will be
cooking hamburgers, hotdogs, and beans. Potato chips, soft drinks, and
coffee will be available. A bake sale will also be available. Sunday, April
15 will be a super discount day from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

We need donations of gallon & quart size plastic bags, scotch tape,
package tape, and garage sale tags. In the Religious Article Store you
can make a small donation to defer cost.

Most important, of course, are donations of household items,
appliances of all sizes, furniture, tools, decorations, toys, games, books,
cell phones, computers, etc. 

NO MONITORS, NO TV’S, FAX MACHINES OR COPIERS,
USED PAINTS, MEDICINES, VITAMINS, OR CLOTHES.

WE WILL ACCEPT FLAT SCREEN MONITORS, LAPTOPS
AND USED CELLPHONES.

For more details or pick up on large items please contact Charm at
the Religious Article Store or call 721-9827.

Hobo Chili Beans

submitted by Charm Saults

1 large onion

1 pound of ground beef

1 can of kidney beans, drained

1 can of butter beans, drained

1 can of northern beans, drained

1 can of chili with beans

2 cans of baked beans with brown sugar & syrup

1 cup of ketchup

½ cup of brown sugar

½ cup white sugar

¼ cup honey

All cans to be 16oz. In a large skillet brown the ground beef & onion;

drain and put in a crockpot with all the other ingredients mixed together.

Turn on high for 20 minutes, then on low for 1 hour.

Served with a salad and corn bread, this makes a great meal for lots of

people. 
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by Frank Becht, PGK

Breakfast with Santa
On December 4 Council 4727 cooked breakfast following the 8:30

a.m. Mass at Resurrection. Santa was featured.

Coffee and Donuts
Council 4727 serves coffee and donuts at Christ the King on the first

Sunday of each month after the 7:00 a.m and 9:00 a.m. Masses.

Corporate Communion
On January 29 at 11:00 a.m. Mass at Christ the King the general

membership attended Mass and received communion. Then  followed a
brunch at the Council hall.

First Friday Mass
Our traditional First Friday Mass was not so traditional in January

2012. Father Jason Trull, Pastor of Resurrection, joined by Seminarian
Blaine Gaines and Deacon Stan Grenn, hosted the Mass with songs of joy.
It was Resurrection style. They stayed on for supper and conversation. A
light supper was prepared by K’Cee Laura Morris. The evening was
enjoyed by all.

Knightly News

Christ the King School Honorees
Council 4727 provided a breakfast on Tuesday, January 10, for

approximately 75 Honor Roll students of Christ the King School.
Breakfast consisted of scrambled eggs, grits, biscuits and sausage with an
orange drink and was served shortly before 8:00 a.m. Several teachers and
Principal, Stephanie Chinault, joined the students for breakfast. They all
seemed to enjoy the meal.  One little girl told another as she proceeded in
line, “This is better than we had before.” 

Basketball Free-throw
On January 14, Council

4727 sponsored the annual
basketball free-throw contest
at Resurrection Gym.

Past Grand Knight Affair
On January 21, Council 4727 honored two of our Past Grand Knights,

Ralph Mosley and Mike Warwin, at the hall with a social hour, dinner and
program. Past Grand Knights Jim Middleton and Dennis Scobie did an
excellent job of roasting the honorees. We were honored to have Father
Jason Trull; Dennis Stoddard; Knights of Columbus Supreme Master, and
his wife, Linda; District Deputy Chuck Boll and his wife, Marilyn join us
for this occasion. A full house enjoyed a sumptuous dinner prepared by
Deputy Grand Knight John Klinkenberg, King of Chefs.

K’Cees Christmas Party
The annual K’Cees Christmas party was held at the Council hall on

Friday, December 9, under the direction of President Shirley Mosley.
Proceeds from the annual event were distributed to six seminarians from
our church families.



by Darlene O’Neal

The Knights of Columbus Hall was ablaze from the roasting of not
one but two Past Grand Knights. The roastees were Ralph Mosley and
Michael Warwin.

Roaster number one was PGK Jim Middleton who had the pleasure of
roasting Ralph who was not able to attend because of a family commit-
ment. His son and family were in the process of moving from south
Florida to Tennessee and he had promised to help with the long distance
move. A video made earlier of Ralph speaking to the audience about his
absence and appreciation was played for all to see and hear. 

Ralph had a good stand-in with the life-size Knight in Armor dubbed
“Sir Ralphalot.” His wife, Shirley also did a good job taking Ralph’s place
in the hot seat. Photographs from the past were shown along with a
humorous monologue by Jim, accompanied by Shirley dancing with a
mop dressed up to represent Ralph. Ralph is to be commended for putting
his family first in this situation. 

The next roaster was PGK Dennis Scobie, who brought the house
down with his funny comments about Michael and the different hats he
wore in most of his pictures. I’m sure they had not been seen before by
anyone other than a few relatives. Proof was shown to everyone present
that Michael did, in fact, have a full head of hair at one time. He also had
a thing for racing motor bikes.

Representing the Mosley family was Ralph’s daughter and son-in-law,
Diana and Billy Morris; sister and brother-in-law Carol and Ed Carden;
and mother-in-law, Grace Thompson.

The Warwin family consisted of wife, Carol, and their daughter,
Michelle, and her children, Jordan and Justin.

Chairman for the event was PGK Frank Becht who enlisted a commit-
tee to ensure that everything went smoothly. The committee members
were: Nick Klepac, co-chairman, and Bill Smith, Louie O’Neal and John
Klinkenberg. Kitty Smith and Darlene O’Neal were responsible for deco-
rations and hors d’oeuvres. Bernie Klepac, Mike Sterna and Matthew
Klinkenberg assisted the chief cook, John, in the kitchen. Slide show was
handled by Nick. Bill was in charge of reservations. Louie took care of
whatever else needed to be done, whether it was helping with the hors
d’oeuvres; setting up, taking down; hauling out the trash in the kitchen; or
greeting people. This is a good group of people who work well together
and can be relied on to get the work accomplished.

Another good group of people were the dignitaries at the head table.
Father Jason Trull was seated with Grand Knight John Morrissey, District
Deputy Chuck Boll and his wife, Marilyn, and Supreme Master Dennis
Stoddard and his wife, Linda.

It was a fun night honoring two men who have served, and continue
to serve, Council #4727 with their dedication and commitment.
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Past Grand Knight Roast

by Frank Becht, PGK

Joseph Rossi is a long lost brother who was recently discovered upon
the death of his wife, Yolanda, on October 7, 2011. When Yolanda’s funer-
al arrangements were announced at Christ the King, this brought back to
me many memories of earlier years in Council 4727. Upon checking, I
found that Joe Rossi had been inadvertently left off the deceased knights
list since his death in June 18, 2000. A long lost Knight had been found.

Joe was born in Italy and immigrated to the U.S. in 1926 to
Pennsgrove, Pennsylvania. The family later moved to Wilmington,
Delaware, where he met Yolanda, got married and had three lovely girls,
Dianne, Elaine and Janet. Dianne passed away in May 1990. Elaine is
married to Olin Sargent and lives in Cumming, Georgia. Janet is married
to Roger Roberts and lives in Switzerland, Florida.

Joe, Yolanda, and their girls came to Jacksonville in 1960, lived in
Alderman Park and attended Christ the King Parish. In later life Joe suf-

fered from ill health, first from heart problems, then stomach cancer and
diabetes. In the end he was legally blind. 

Joe became a member of Council 4727 and ultimately became a life-
time member. In the 60s and 70s, Joe was an executive of Pantry
Pride/Food Fair Inc., a well-known grocery chain at the time, with over
30 years service.

Joe was very active in Council 4727 and assisted and supported many
activities. One such that I well remember was The Annual Christmas Tree
Sale which was started in 1965. Pantry Pride had a store in the Regency
Square area that he made available for several years and resulted in good
profit to Council programs. Joe influenced many of his vendors to support
the Knights of Columbus programs.

On behalf of Council 4727, we offer our sincere condolences to Joe’s
family for failure to recognize and honor Joe in our annual memorial serv-
ices.

Joseph Rossi
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by Frank Becht

The original Louise Steadman
story was published in February
2004. Louise was an active, early
member of Christ the King. As result
of seriously deteriorating health, she
was forced to move to Griffin,
Georgia about two years ago to be
near her family.

Are you familiar with this
person, a member of Christ the
King? To many Louise Steadman
has been a very private person whom
they have not had the opportunity to
know.  I understand for it was
difficult to get her to agree to an
interview.

Louise is a North Carolina girl, born and raised in Forrest City, North
Carolina. When she was 10 years old she had a very unfortunate thing
happen to her family; her father, mother and brother were killed in a very
tragic accident. She was raised by one of her grandparents. As a youngster
she was raised as a member of the Baptist church. After completing her
schooling, she was able to get a good job in Wilmington, North Carolina
with Petroleum Carrier Corporation.

As a result of her exceptional job performance, in 1948 she was
offered a position with the company in Jacksonville, Florida. She
accepted the job and moved to the Riverside area to be near her office.
Louise worked in several responsible positions with the company until it
was acquired by Florida Rock, a large local Florida company in 1974. She
retired from Florida Rock in 1991 as Office Manager.

In 1954, Louise moved to Arlington, an area undergoing tremendous
development. She moved into one of the new areas off Cesery Boulevard
and Terry Parker Dr. This was an area many original Catholic families of
Christ the King were also choosing.  It was here that she became friends
with many young Catholic families and she became interested in joining
the Church. Her sister had also married a Catholic. She started to take
instruction several times but company functions always seemed to
interfere. Finally, she was able to be baptized on July 29, 1961 by Father
Sherer, a visiting  priest at Christ the King. She had her First Confession
and Communion the next day.

Louise immediately became very involved in Christ the King: “God,
where do You want me to serve?” she wondered:

Almost immediately she was enrolled in the Women’s Guild  as a
member of St. Cecelia, Circle 7. It was here that Jim and Irma Fogarty

started something new- Coffee and Donuts. This was  not the traditional
Coffee and Donuts. They actually made the donuts.

In September 1962, she was in the original group of parishioners
gathered together  by Father Larkin to form the Legion of Mary in Christ
the King. Some of the original members included Clarence Westrick,
President; Gene Baker, Pat Burns and Mary McCloskey. Louise
remembers how nervous she was on her first call but she was an active
member for many years.

In the early I970’s, Father Larkin asked Louise to start the Junior
Legion of Mary, composed of teenagers. Some original members Louise
remembers are Kim Olinto, Cathy Costello, Vicki Cook, Jeannie Conner,
Carol Masters, Sheryl Gleason and several others. They met weekly for
several years with the able support of Father Dennis Kennedy and Father
Bauman.Louise was involved in the Religious Article Store shortly after
its formation by Mrs. Edward Rogero and Louella Vogelsang in 1961.She
has remained involved and tends the store with Edith Toups on Saturdays
before and after the 5:00 p.m. Mass.

In the 1970’s, she became a faithful Bingo worker, selling cards until
Bingo was discontinued in the 1990’s. She then was asked to call Bingo
at the Arlington Senior Center and continues to do so on Tuesday
afternoons.

Louise is involved in other things including substituting for
Adoration, working at the Christ the King Clinic, and recently becoming
a member of the 50th Anniversary Committee.

Some years ago Louise was invited to help at the St. Francis Soup
Kitchen. At first she worked on Saturdays helping to serve the meals but
then was asked to work on Fridays to help prepare the meals and has done
so for several years. 

She’s not all work; she loves golf. She follows the major players,
subscribes to golf magazines and never misses the TPC. When she‘s not
thinking of golf, she is involved with her crafts; she even has her own
booth at some of the shows around town. She has also been a faithful
Gator fan since 1949. 

What an energetic person! We are so lucky Louise Steadman chose to
become a Catholic and a member of Christ the King. She’s done much for
Christ the King and the Arlington community. Thank you, Louise!

Recently, Genes Hayes, a nephew, wrote a letter to some of Louise’s
friends. He recounted the many happenings since Louise moved to Griffin,
Ga. including her serious health conditions involving hearing and
immobility. He asked that her friends continue to make things for her and
continue to send cards and notes.

If you wish to try to talk with her, first call the nurse station at 1-770-
227-9950 to help her answer the phone and then wait 5 minutes to call her
room at 1-770-227-7478. Her address is Louise Steadman, Brightmoor
Assisted Living, 3223 Newnan Road, Griffin, Ga. 30224.

Gem Profile:

Louise Steadman

submitted by Carol-Ann Black

We had a request from a reader to include the following prayer in this issue of the Courier. Although it appeared in a recent parish bulletin, I have

opted to print it here as well. That said, I believe that it is important to say that in searching the connection with Billy Graham I found none. According

to Snopes and Truth or Fiction online, the original source of this prayer was a minister named Joe Wright who offered it in front of the Kansas State

House in 1996. It was somewhat longer in its original form and created a major rukus for invoking divine guidance. Paul Harvey read it on his radio

program and received the largest audience response ever. Thus it has also been known as Paul Harvey’s On Air Prayer, but has no true connection

with him either. 

Billy Graham’s Prayer for our Nation

Heavenly Father, we come before you today to ask your forgiveness and to seek your direction and guidance. We know Your Word

says, “Woe to those who call evil good,” but that is exactly what we have done.

We have lost our spiritual equilibrium and reversed our values.

We have exploited the poor and called it the lottery.

We have rewarded laziness and called it welfare. 

We have killed our unborn and called it choice. 

We have shot abortionists and called it justifiable. 

We have neglected to discipline our children and called it building self-esteem.

We have abused power and called it politics. 

We have coveted our neighbor’s possessions and called it ambition. 

We have polluted the air with profanity and pornography and called it freedom of expression.

We have ridiculed the time-honored values of our forefathers and called it enlightenment. 

Search us, oh God , and know our hearts today; cleanse us from every sin and set us free.

Billy Graham’s Prayer for our Nation



by Paul Ghiotto

This was the question incredu-
lously asked by our then third-
grade daughter, Catherine, who
was proudly showing us around
her new surroundings at Christ the
King School back in the fall of
1984. When being escorted
through the cafeteria her mother,

Hazel, made the casual
remark that this was where
she and Catherine’s father
had gotten married! Upon
hearing this later from his
sister, second-grader Paul,
Jr. came to his mother and,
with a very concerned look
on his face, asked, “Are
you and Dad still married
if the church became a
cafeteria?” A quick check
with the Diocesan Office
of Canon Law and
Miscellaneous Inquiries
from Children revealed
that “yes,” their parents
were still married in the
eyes of the Church but if
they wished to renew their

vows anytime after 1977 then it
would have to be done in the cafe-
teria kitchen since that was where
the altar once was!

We also had our marriage
reception in the middle of the
Christ the King parking lot –
because that was where the infa-
mous Club House was located –
but that’s a story for another day.

February 2012 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 25

by Carol-Ann Black

The Vietnamese community in our parish is into a lot more than mak-
ing and selling spring rolls on occasion. Did you know that they recently
made a donation of $2,000.00 to the school? And that they run their own
religious education program every Sunday? 

The donation was in recognition and thanks for scholarships and the
special efforts put into educating our Vietnamese children, most of whom
are first generation in the U.S. This money will go into the Endowment
Fund at the school which will provide scholarships for many children
over time.

The Vietnamese religious education program, which serves approxi-
mately 100 students, is held every Sunday from noon until almost two
o’clock when everyone goes to Mass. From 12:00 p.m. until 12:45 p.m.
the children are taught in their own language about their Vietnamese his-
tory and culture. After a quick break they reassemble in their classrooms
for the religious instruction. The teachers are community volunteers, who
give the children general Catholic instruction and prepare them for the
sacraments. The instructional material is bi-lingual. English is on one side
of the page and Vietnamese on the other. This gives the children a check
on what they have read and helps them to understand in both languages.
As a mark of distinction the children wear a “uniform” which consists of
a white shirt and a neckerchief in a particular color—-red for already-con-
firmed children, yellow for Confirmation students, blue for pre-
Confirmation, and green for those who have not yet received first
Communion.

In the years that the Vietnamese Community has been a major part of
Christ the King Parish, its members have become more and more active
in parish activities. They graciously share their Community Center with
the parish and the school, particularly when it is Science Fair and
Ministry Dinner time. And when it is time for the school Golf
Tournament, they sponsor a hole and participate as well. At school carni-
val time, they sell their spring rolls and then donate the proceeds to the
school. Recently, they have become more involved with Harbor House
and its residents. 

In the weekend of January 21/22 the entire community celebrated the
lunar new year, commonly known by the Vietnamese as TET. Although
influenced by Chinese civilization, all East Asian communities celebrate
in their own particular way. Before and during Mass, we had the oppor-
tunity to witness the arrival of the Year of the Dragon at Christ the King.
For the Rosary Processions in May and October that honor the Blessed
Mother, the Vietnamese parishioners share with us their beautiful and rev-
erent flower dance. 

If you weren’t able to attend the TET festival this year, plan on it for
next year. It is pretty unforgettable. 

You got Married in the

Cafeteria?

Vietnamese Community Activities
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Bishop Kenny

Honor Roll

9th

John Ashley

George Assi

Stephen Azar

Colin Boyd

Jeffrey Dela Cruz

Julia Eason

Hailey Guinn

Rachel House

Joshua Johnson

Cassidy Lewis

David Longenecker

Mathew Lynch

Cody McElveen

Drew Mikell

Janel Clarisse Palomo

Daniel Sanford Jr.

Megan Schroder

Erica Stanfill

Kelly Wolfe

10th

Rhett Butler

Brandon Diaz

Tyler Gilliam

Rebecca Jones

Ezekiel Juego

Kelli Maroney

Brendan McClellan

William Morgan

Royce Reyes

Tristan Reyes

Courtney Wildes

David Yarborough

11th

Austin Asher

Samantha Beams

Christian Mikel Chan

Palmer Frye

Stephanie Grochmal

Angela Hyse

Nicholas Johnson

Andrew Raesemann

Kaitlyn Tackett

Aleeza Tecson

JohnLuke Vega

12th

Ashley Anderson

JohnArmon Antolin

Brandon Chin

Jan Edward Dela Cruz

Andrew Dinh

Patrick Paul Flores

Stephanie Joost

Paul Longenecker

Miranda McCown

Ashlea McCrone

Christopher Saliba

Albert Tine, III

David Wallace III

Photo at the Florida State Association’s 2011 Biennial Conference in Sarasota, October 30, 2011:  L-R: Florida

State President Laura Vaughan, Florida Pen Woman of the Year Patricia R. Setser, and NLAPW National

President Sharyn Greberman

Press Release – October 31, 2011

Contact: Susan D. Brandenburg

Secretary/Membership Chair

National League of American Pen Women – Jacksonville Branch

904-543-0730 or 962-5131

Email: Susanscribe@comcast.net

Jacksonville’s Pat Setser Chosen Florida’s Pen Woman of the Year

Jacksonville artist Patricia R. Setser, Treasurer and Past President of the National League of American Pen

Women (NLAPW) – Jacksonville Branch, is Florida’s Pen Woman of the Year. She was honored last weekend

at the NLAPW-Florida State Association’s 2011 Biennial Conference in Sarasota, where professional artists,

writers and musicians from throughout the State gathered to “Celebrate Creative Women.” 

“Pat is the epitome of a loyal branch leader,” said former Jacksonville Branch President Phoebe Marner. “She

is the quiet, unsung heart, soul and backbone of the Jacksonville Branch. Pat is the glue that holds us together.” 

An active member of the NLAPW’s Jacksonville Branch since 1995, Setser is recognized nationally for her art,

which appeared on the cover of Pen Woman Magazine in the spring of 2011. An accomplished artist who works

in a variety of media – pencil, pastels, watercolors, acrylic and oils - Setser’s commission work includes

illustrations, sculpting, portraits, murals and book covers such as author Kay Day’s book Killing Earl. As a

member of SoMMA (Society of Mixed Media Artists), Pat had three of her pieces chosen for Mixed Cargo, a

traveling show for the Jacksonville Port Authority and was one of the five SoMMA artists whose art was

auctioned off in October to benefit Patrons of the HeARTS. She also took part in Jacksonville’s citywide

Imagination Squared Project and these squares are permanently displayed at MOCA (Museum of Contemporary

Art). 

Setser’s impressive record of servant leadership, both in the NLAPW and in her local community, won her the

title of Florida’s Pen Woman of the Year. Having served as President of the L’Arche Harbor House Auxiliary

from 2008-2010, she is also a past president of Christ the King Council of Catholic Women and current

president of the Empire Point Garden Circle as well as being Chair of Cinco de Mayo Dinner for the L’Arche

Community that served seventy people. Setser serves as a Eucharistic Minister and Lector at Christ the King

Catholic Church, and ministers to the sick and shut-ins of her church as well as visiting Atrium nursing facility

weekly to provide a Communion Service. 

In 2011, Setser served as project manager and co-illustrator for The Yellow Cat Book, an anthology inspired by

long-time NLAPW member Bobby MacDonald and written and produced by the Jacksonville Branch. “Pat was

the catalyst. She pulled the book together and made sure it was a successful branch project that would benefit

our community,” said former branch President, Jackie Hand. Since its publication, The Yellow Cat Book has paid

for itself and, to date, has brought in over $800 to benefit non-profit animal organizations in the Jacksonville

area. 

“We’re thrilled that Pat is Florida’s Pen Woman of the Year,” said current NLAPW-Jacksonville Branch

President Jan Atchley Bevan. “It is a well-deserved honor that she has earned through God-given artistic talent

and a servant’s heart. Her character and integrity place her in positions of leadership throughout the community.

Just as she nurtures the sick and elderly, plants, animals and the needy, Pat serves as an encourager to each

member of our Jacksonville Branch.” 

Pat Setser

Pen Woman of the Year
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by Mike Pruitt

When I was recruited by Mr. Scott and Mr. Leuis for the Boy Scouts,
I didn’t know what to think. I didn’t know whether I was excited to join
or scared. Well, I would now tell anyone that is hesitant to join the Scouts
to do it! Joining the Boy Scouts is one of the best things I have ever done.
Not only is it a great time with your friends, it is a chance to grow in your
leadership skills and develop into a better person. I am very happy to say
that I am part of the Boy Scouts of America.

The first trip I took as a Boy Scout was to Camp Shands. This trip was
fun. We stayed in tree houses that were at the camp. Friday night was the
first night out there and probably the best. I was welcomed into my patrol
the moment I stepped into my cabin. The best part of that night was sit-
ting with my patrol and playing guitar with Ethan Yates. It was amazing
to be welcomed so quickly into that new environment. 

The next morning when we woke up it rained pretty well. Once the
rain stopped, we made breakfast, cleaned up and started off for the day.
The day was filled with weapons. It was my first time being able to shoot
a firearm. I was excited, but scared because I had never done it before.
When I got to the range that fear was gone. I was given a quick, but
informative lesson on weapon safety. Going into the range very confi-
dently I picked up my rifle. I was instructed how to hold, load, and fire
the weapon. Once that lesson was over, it was my duty to keep with the
code while watched by an NRA certified instructor. I put the first bullet
into the chamber and fired. From that point on, my day just got better!

Scouting

My First Trip

My First Camping Trip

by Alex Mann

It was already getting dark when we arrived at Dutton Island. We
pitched our tents and put all of our camping supplies away in our tent.
Even though this was my first trip I already had a guess about how camp-
ing with younger scouts would be. My guess about them running around
and yelling until 2 a.m. was right. Luckily, I had someone a little less
annoying sharing a tent with me, Andy. Besides the kids, there was also
the weather to worry about. It dropped to about freezing the two nights
that we stayed on the island. Before we went to bed on the first night
Andy, Chris, and I decided to take a walk around the island. We walked
for quite some time down the path until we got near the fishing piers. I
suggested that we take a path that went down near the river. As I walked
down the path a little way I noticed the bushes started to shake. My first
assumption was that Chris or Andy had thrown a stick at the bushes to
scare the rest of us. When I heard growling coming from the bush I
learned that hadn’t been the case. We had all heard it and just looked at
each other.  We all made a mad dash up the trail until we made it back to
camp.  We talked for a bit and decided to get in our tents and get ready
for bed. The screaming kids outside of our tent, however, were not getting
ready for bed but running around. We talked until the kids had finally
passed out from exhaustion. In the morning I helped Trey cook breakfast.
After breakfast we learned about first aid and took a hike around the
island. Andy, Chris, and I had other scoutly business to attend to outside
of the island so our time that day was cut short. When we arrived back on
the island it was pitch dark outside and
freezing cold. We hurried to our tents and
went to bed. In the morning we said
good-bye to Dutton Island and made
future plans to return to the island. My
first trip with the scouts was very fun
and I am looking forward to future
trips.

by Jared de Luego

The weekend I had at Dutton
Island was amazing. On Friday we
set up tents and then started a fire.
The night was freezing and I was
having a good time till it was time to
go to bed. That night I got chapped
lips.

In the morning my patrol cooked
eggs, bacon, and grits. At about 10
we started to work on second-class
and first-class assignments. We had
two choices on what we could do, go
on a trail or go to first aid. Either way
we got to do both. We started with the trail. We had to find 10 sources of
plants and animals. I got a seagull feather. We went to first aid and learned
how to help in new conditions. When we came back to the camp my
patrol made sandwiches. Next I went to learn how to sharpen a knife. That
was the most boring class I took. Next I went to knots, where I learned
the bowline knot. Then we went back to camp, relaxed, had a bonfire and
went to bed.

In the morning I woke up early to get a head start on the day. I heat-
ed up at the fire with my friend William. Then, when my tent buddy was
up, we took down the tent and waited for everybody in our patrol to get
up and have breakfast. When we were done with breakfast we helped
everybody else in our patrol get ready, put the fire out and packed every-
thing into the trailer. When everybody in the troop was done we hopped
in the cars and headed out to the scout hut to meet our families.

I enjoyed the weekend. I will never forget it.

by Eric Smith

I had a lot of fun on the camping trip. I liked playing in the woods
with my friends! I was carving sticks and had a blast playing manhunt the
first night. I also loved the bonfire; I had to back up a lot because of the
scorching flames, heat and sparks! I also had a good time cooking the
eggs. It was a good experience for me since I’ve never cooked eggs
before. I had a great time hanging out. I love camping!
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By Deidre Hicks

Catholic Schools Week at Christ the King featured new activities as well as some traditional
efforts that supported this year’s theme of Faith – Academics – Service.

At the 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass, school students proudly wore their uniforms and Student
Council representatives and officers processed in Mass with our school banner. An Open House
after Mass gave parishioners an opportunity to tour the school and meet the staff and faculty.

Monday: Catholic Schools in our Community

Students started the school week on a faith-filled note by praying the rosary in the Kingdom
during morning prayers. It was heartwarming and re-enforced the reason many parents choose
Catholic schools for their children. Faith is the foundation for all the school does!

Encouraging the students to express their faith by helping others, the student council collected coins for the annual Penny and Silver War and they
will be donated to charities of the students’ choice. The class donating the most money won an ice cream party.

A new service project was the “Jeans Drive.” Noting a need for men’s jeans in the St. Francis Clothes Closet, the students were asked to donate
gently used men’s jeans. Students who participated received a jeans dress-down day on Tuesday, January 31.  

Tuesday: Catholic Schools in our Students

On Tuesday, students complimented their jeans with crazy hair, crazy socks and crazy hats. Many creative and interesting outfits were donned!
That evening everyone enjoyed the Safety Patrol Spaghetti Dinner followed by the School Talent Show.

Wednesday: Catholic Schools in Our Nation

On Wednesday, February 1, the first CK Social Studies Fair featured a timeline of historical
figures. Students dressed in character and acted out a song or saying for each person they
represented. Some of the historical persons included Ben Franklin, George Washington, Abraham
Lincoln, Martin Luther King, John Paul II and many others. …All students were dressed in patriotic
colors.

Thursday: Catholic Schools in our Vocations

The students explored the many ways people can
serve God with the “Dress to Express Day.” K – 5th

grade dressed up as professionals of their choice to
see what the future might hold. Students were
encouraged to consider a career in which they would
serve others. Christ the King is going to turn out many
doctors, fire fighters, police officers, and nurses!

Friday: Catholic Schools in our Faculty, Staff
and Volunteers

The faculty and staff were treated to a special lunch
recognizing all that they do for our school and the students.
However, we know that every day of the year, our school
enriches our students’ lives, promotes and fosters faith,
academics, and service! 

The Blessing of the Throats also took place on Friday, St.
Blaise Day. 

Catholic Schools Week 2012
Theme: Faith - Academics – Service

January 29 – February 3




