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First Communion Then ...

First Communion Partners in second grade

We met so many years ago and then again in high

school. We dated for a few years, but went our separate

ways in college. In 1992, we met again and dated until

1998. We were then married on June 27, 1998 at Christ

the King with Andrew’s father (Father Daniel Shashy)

performing our ceremony. We are blessed with three

beautiful children who now attend Christ the King

School. We always look back on this photo and know God

had a wonderful plan for us.

Sharon Millard Shashy and Andrew Shashy 

1974  Christ the King  Jacksonville FL

Sisters at the Beach

Yvonne Foy (L) and sister

Rosalie Foy Andrews

in 1937. They made their

First Communion in the little

church by the ocean -

St. Paul’s at the Beach.

Emma Simpson Duncan

I made my First Communion on Holy Thursday, 1931, in Winona, Ill. I

wore my Godmother’s tulle veil. Its lovely headband had mock orange

blossoms that were made of wax. Mother had made my dress of tiers of white

eyelet and white organdy. We celebrated with my Godmother’s family for

dinner - including cake and ice cream which was hand cranked.

First Communion class marched from St. Mary’s school, down the

sidewalk to the church. There we met up with Father Bernard Joseph Sheedy

(straight from the Emerald Isle) and our Benedictine  sisters who taught us.

I was SO happy that day.
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"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility,

gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.  The Lord has

forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in

your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to
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As I write these lines, I am thinking about the month of May. It is the
month during which Catholics traditionally remember and honor our
Blessed Mother. Mary plays an important role in our Catholic tradition.
Mary is the Mother of God. Mary is the Mother of Jesus. Mary is the
Mother of the Church. 

People have been drawn to Mary for many centuries. She is our role
model. We look to our own mothers to be faithful, kind and gentle as she.
As adults we look to her for inspiration to do what is good and just. All
over the world, Mary is remembered. 

When we remember Mary we also remember her Son Jesus since their
lives are inseparable. This is what the Catechism of the Catholic Church
says:

#964: Mary’s role in the Church is inseparable from her union with
Christ and flows directly from it. “This union of the mother with the Son
in the work of salvation is made manifest from the time of Christ’s
virginal conception up to his death” (LG 57), it is made manifest above all
at the hour of his Passion:

Thus the Blessed Virgin advanced in her pilgrimage of faith and

faithfully preserved in her union with her Son unto the cross.

There she stood, in keeping with the divine plan, enduring with

her only begotten Son the intensity of his suffering, joining and

consenting to the immolation of this victim, born of her: to be

given, by the same Christ Jesus dying on the cross, as a mother

to his disciple, with these words: “Woman, behold your son”(LG

58; cf Jn :19:26-27).

During the season of Advent we learn about her willingness to answer
God’s call to become the mother of Jesus. We see her visit Elizabeth,
mother of John the Baptist. We see her again traveling with Joseph and
giving birth to Jesus in a lowly stable. She is with her son when the three
wise men arrive as well as the shepherds. 

We know very little of Jesus’ childhood but as we read our Bible we
learn of her distress as she and Joseph looked for and found Jesus talking
with the elders in the temple. She is the one we turn to when we are in
need because we know she will plead our cause just as she did when they
ran out of wine at Cana and she asks Jesus to help them. Then we see her
again near the end of Jesus’ life. She is there to be near and to mourn for
her son as he died at Calvary. She is elated when, on the third day, he
rose. 

She obediently did as God asked all her life. Who else could have
shown us love in all its joys and sorrows better than our Mother Mary?
She is our advocate and she in return enlists our help. Many have
responded to her requests such as St. Bernadette and St. Juan Diego.
People to this day respond to her pleas to save the earth and all who live
on it. Here at Christ the King many joined a group called The Legion of
Mary (which was quite active when I first arrived) to reach out to others

in the neighborhood…
inviting them to come to
Mass and welcoming those
who chose to visit when
vacationing in the area. 

As Catholics we pray
the rosary often as we
remember God, who
sacrificed his Son in order
that we not perish but have
everlasting life with Him
when we leave this earth.
We remember Jesus, who
made this sacrifice for us
and we remember and honor
Mary, who gave birth to our
Lord. During our
contemplation we ask for
intercessions for our loved
ones and for those in need of
God’s loving kindness. We
ask for God to give us peace
when many are at war. We
ask for understanding when
we do not understand. We ask for the strength to forgive.

Remember, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI decreed this year as the
‘Year of Faith’ and there are also many opportunities to continue to help
Mary in her quest for love throughout the world. Perhaps you will take the
opportunity to sit in our chapel on a weekly or, if you have time, on a daily
basis and pray the rosary. We also have two Marian processions each year.
This year there are special events such as a pilgrimage to Our Lady of La
Leche to connect to the history of the Diocese praying for Respect Life,
and our school plans to go on a pilgrimage this year on the Feast of Our
Lady of the Rosary on October 7. You may wish to join them for these
special pilgrimages. 

It is my hope that you will take advantage of these times to pray with
others as there is strength in numbers… “Wherever two or more of you
are gathered in my name…”

Hail Mary, full of grace.

The Lord is with thee.

Blessed art thou amongst women, and

Blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God.

Pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death.

Amen.

Youth Group Mission Trip

Christ the King Youth Group is seeking monetary
donations to assist the teens on their mission trip to
Jamaica in July.  Trip will cost about $750 per teen.
Any help would be appreciated. Please contact John
Klinkenberg at 465-5428.
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Letters

Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier certain
inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the Bible,
gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct quotes
from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore, if  His,
He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not capitalized
in the original, we do not “correct” them.

Dear Religious Ed Parents,

Once again thank you for bringing your children to Wednesday
evening religious education classes. I was so impressed this year by your
dedication in making sure that your little ones attended the classes even
though we experienced much inclement weather in late winter. You
came—children in hand— through a series of wind, rain and early
darkness caused by ominous and looming gray clouds.

The sacrament classes of Confirmation and First Holy Communion
were nearly one hundred percent represented at the Rosary processions in
October and in May. Special thanks to you, parents of the Confirmandi,
because Father Thanh was so pleased to see that just about all of the class
attended the youth retreat. At their Confirmation Mass, the bishop chose
three of their letters to read aloud to the congregation.

What an honor!
All of the children in each grade whom we were happy to teach, and,

in some cases, to actually learn from, are a true reflection of you.
Please continue to nurture them in their love for the Lord and His

Church by attending Mass each week and by family prayer. Encourage
them to share with you what they learn in their classes and to answer their
questions when they are puzzled by new concepts.

Even though we shall miss our “graduating” class, we look forward to
continuing to do our part in the process of teaching the Faith to your
children.
Lucille Guzzone

--------------

Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for participating in the 2013 Souper Bowl of
Caring. It’s a time we all become aware of the great need for food and
other types of assistance that face people right here in our community. It
is a time for us to join together to fight hunger and poverty right here at
home. At Arlington Community Services, we are able to help people
every day, thanks to your contributions.

We thank you so much for sharing with us so we can share with those
in need. Your donations make a difference to people every day. We
appreciate your generous giving and your continued support.

Many Blessings,
Joyce Pruitt
Executive Director
Arlington Community Services, Inc

--------------

Dear Father Thanh, 

As I review the collections for Hurricane Sandy Recovery collected
last November 2012, I took note that your parish was the largest
contributor in the Diocese.

I commend you for your compassion and solidarity with the poor.

Bishop Felipe J. Estévez

--------------

Dear Father Thanh & Christ the King Pastoral Staff,

I join my brother, Tom Baker, and sister, Mary Ann Jepsen, in
thanking you for your kind words of consolation and support and your
promise of prayers for our mother, Rosemary, following her death on
April 8, the Feast of the Annunciation. It was fitting that she went to the
Lord on a Marian feast, as mother prayed the Rosary daily.

She died one minute after midnight, the preceding day being the Feast
of the Divine Mercy. Mother prayed that chaplet of Divine Mercy each
day as well, and we prayed it with her repeatedly on that Sunday, the last
full day of her life on earth.

Our mother left a great legacy of prayer and a great witness of faith to
her five children, thirteen grandchildren, and twenty-four great
grandchildren.

Though our mother was just a short time ago on the cross with Jesus
in her final agony, we are confident that she can now share the hope of
resurrection with Jesus in eternal happiness in heaven.

Thank you for the kindness of your prayerful good wishes.

Very gratefully in Christ,
Most Reverend Robert J. Baker, S.T.D.
Bishop of Birmingham in Alabama

Carol-Ann Black

At Mass this morning I prayed
my goodbyes to Betty Wheeler. I,
and a church filled—-I mean filled
Christmas and Easter style—-with
her friends and family. Few of us
touch so many people as Betty did in her life at Christ the King. She was
a teacher in every phase of her life-not only in the classroom but in every
ministry that she touched. She taught us all kindness, hard work,
creativity and hospitality every day of her life. My first memory of Betty
was Betty the Farmer. Probably twenty years ago, at Mass in front of the
congregation, she wore her denim overalls, flannel shirt, straw hat and
carried a hayfork and made a pitch for help in campus beautification. That
mental image will never fade, nor will her legacy as a woman-of-action
at Christ the King

Now, on to the more mundane things that I usually cover in this corner
of mine. One of my favorite articles in this issue is titled Last Angel of
Bataan, about Mildred Dalton Manning, a longtime Christ the King
parishioner, who served in the US Army during WWII. When Memorial
Day is in the offing, it is good to remind ourselves of the very human
beings who have given themselves for God and country and for us. 

We have articles in this issue that relate to travel by fellow
parishioners-to Boston and to the Holy Land. And Charm was able to
return to her Spotlight articles as well as reports on the wonderful Country
Store that just finished. 

Often one hears a lament about who will carry on the work of our
parish as the current teams move on.  I’ll tell you who—-the Boy Scouts
and the Cubs, the girls participating in the American Girl Troop 1125, the
young athletes who practice and travel and generally knock themselves
out for their Christ the King teams.  We have articles about all of these
young people.  They are not to be missed.

Father Pawel and Father Amar have put considerable time and effort
into their articles that offer perspectives on our spiritual lives.  Be sure to
read them. Then follow with the pieces by Dennis McLaughlin, which
offer a different attitude to life and the spirit. Dennis has three articles in
this issue.  Two he had planned. The third was more spontaneous, about
his dog Seurat, and I am sure this one in particular will speak to many of
us.

I hope that you enjoy this issue of the Courier. We try to be creative
and have some unique items as well as the scoop on the general parish
activities. It was a great treat for us to have the enthusiastic response and
participation in the First Communion feature.  We would welcome your
suggestions at any time for future audience participation articles. And as
always, we welcome any contribution you would like to make.
ckcourier@gmail.com.

Editor’s 

Corner

Country Store total

The Country Store was another great event. This spring we
were lucky to have the Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts join us in
our labors. We had the Vietnamese cook all three days, which
was a great crowd pleaser with their delicious egg rolls.
HoneyBaked Ham certificates were available and will continue
to be available in the Religious Article Store all year. In
addition Avon also participated at the Country Store.

We collected $4,548.30 toward the purchase of IPads for
Christ the King students.

I want to thank all the volunteers and all our customers -
“Thank you for a great job.”

I am looking forward to having another Country Store in
the fall around the first of November.
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Eucharistic Congress

by Carol-Ann Black

If you were unable to
attend the Eucharistic
Congress held March 8-9 of
this year, you missed a truly
amazing spiritual
adventure.  Plan on clearing
your calendar for the next
one to be held March 28-29,
2014.

The Congress opened
on Friday evening with an
address by Bishop Estevez.
That was followed with a
presentation by members of the
Comunita Cenacolo of the Stations
of the Cross. For many of the
Congress participants this re-
enactment was a hugely emotional
experience and outshone all the
other presentations. Unfortunately,

I was unable to attend this evening,
but that won’t happen again. 

On the Saturday morning a
procession formed around the

Prime Osborn
C o n v e n t i o n
Center and
every parish in
the diocese
and a
multitude of
the varied
m i n i s t r i e s
found in the
d i o c e s e
processed into
the main

exhibition hall
for celebration of the Mass, which
was concelebrated by Bishop
Estevez and Bishop Timothy
Broglio, head of the Military
Ordinariate. Bishop Broglio was
the last minute stand-in for
Cardinal Wuerl of Washington,
DC, who happened to have

unexpected, pressing
business in Rome that
week. 

Cardinal Wuerl’s
unfortunate absence gave
us the opportunity to enjoy
the keynote address of
Bishop Broglio. This
constituted the highpoint of
the Congress for me. I even

obtained a copy of his
address from the diocese so that I

could read it again. As Bishop
Broglio spoke, he worked from
English to Spanish and back again
with apparent ease. Of course his

topic was the
Eucharist and its
importance not
only in the life of
our Church, but in
our personal lives,
spiritual and day to
day stuff—every
day, all day. He
made reference to
St. Paul’s words
“ … s t r a i n i n g
forward to what lies
in front, I am racing towards the
finishing point to win the prize of
God’s heavenly call in Christ
Jesus.” (Ph. 3:13-14) 

“You know, that the idea of
longing for a goal is also behind the
Eucharistic fast: once from
midnight, then three hours,
and now an hour. While an
hour is not very long to
abstain from food, we
must remember the
motivation. It is to create a
physical longing for the
Bread of Life. The same is
true for the fasting and
penance we practice
during Lent: the reminder
is that we are on a journey
and our homeland is in
heaven. We should be anxious to
reach that goal and subordinate all
other goods to that final victory.”

Bishop Broglio told us that we
must be proudly committed to the

Eucharist and I
believe that the
public nature of
the Eucharistic
C o n g r e s s
showed that well
and joyfully. 

My final stop
for the day was
to visit the
vendors offering
their wares and

their programs.
They ranged from The Catholic
Writers Guild and the Comunita
Cenacolo to Queen of Peace Radio
and Mary Mother of God Mission
Society. It is nice to be able to meet
and visit face to face with the
people who put forth huge effort

and resources to enhance our
experience of our Catholic church.

I look forward to the 2014
Eucharistic Congress.

Holy Spirit in Christian Life

Father Pawel Duda, Ph.D.

“You are our letter, written on
our hearts, known and read by all,
shown to be a letter of Christ
administered by us, written not in
ink but by the Spirit of the living
God, not on tablets of stone but on
tablets that are hearts of flesh” (2
Cor 3, 3).

The Church lives in the Holy
Spirit. We live in Spirit - but the
question is how do we realize that
reality? Especially interesting is the
presence and working of the Holy
Spirit in our Christian life. How
important that fact is we can realize
hearing the words of orthodox
bishop Hazim – he said:  “Without
the Holy Spirit God is away, Christ
is in the past, the Gospel is a dead
letter, the Church is a common
organization, the power is reign, the
mission is propaganda, the worship
is archaism, the moral action is the
action of slaves. But in the Spirit,
the cosmos is made noble through
the rise of the Kingdom. The risen
Christ becomes present. The
Gospel becomes the power of life.
The Church makes the Trinitarian
community real. The power
changes into service, the liturgy is a
memory and anticipation, the
human action is fulfilled through

God.” The Holy Spirit is the
essence of the Church’s life and in
the same way of Christian life. As
we prepare for Pentecost Sunday I
would like to reflect on the mystery
of the Holy Spirit in our Christian
life. 

According to the  teaching of
St. Thomas Aquinas the Christian
life is rooted in the Holy Spirit.
This way morality is a gift from
God, morality is worship God. The
presence and working of the Holy
Spirit in our life St. Thomas
describes as a mission of the Holy
Spirit. This mission has a trinitarian
character which means that every
work of the Holy Spirit, who moves
and defends the man, in the same
way is the work of the Father and
Son – the whole Trinity (I-II, q.
109, a. 9, ad 2). These words
contain the whole idea of
pneumatology (the study of
spiritual beings and phenomena,
especially between humans and
god) in Christian life and stress the
immanent and transcendent
dimension of the Trinity. This
mission of the Holy Spirit has two
aspects: (1) eternal mission of
divine person in immanent Trinity
and (2) the relationship between the
divine person and the creature who

profits from the presence of this
divine person. In this mission the
Holy Spirit is described as a Love
and then as a Gift (ST, I-II, q. 38, a.
2, co). The levels of this mission
are: eternal law of the Holy Spirit
(with the evangelical Law), grace
of the Holy Spirit, Instinct of the
Holy Spirit, Gifts of the Holy
Spirit, Fruits of the Holy Spirit and
Blessings of the Holy Spirit. Those
levels could be divided into three:
universal, personal and
eschatological (branch of theology
dealing with death, resurrection and
judgement).

Universal character of the presence

and work of the Holy Spirit

The universal character of the
work of the Holy Spirit covers the
whole reality including men and is
described through law. To this level
belongs: eternal law of the Holy
Spirit, natural law, private law of
the Holy Spirit, revealed God’s law
– with evangelical law. The special
place where we can discover the
eternal law of the Holy Spirit and
evangelical Law is in the
conscience. The Evangelical Law
has a special place in Christian life
and is the essence of God’s law.

Definition of evangelical Law:
New Law consists principally in
the grace of the Holy Spirit given to
the Christian faithful (I-II, q. 106,
a. 1, co). In other words the New
Law means the presence of the
Holy Spirit – the grace of the Holy
Spirit is the first-class and internal
component of New Law. There are
also secondary components of the
New Law. St. Thomas considers
first the Gospel texts and then the
Sacraments. All that is institutional
and visible in the Church can be
included here. These are the
instruments formed by the Holy
Spirit for the work of grace,
justification, and sanctification
which he wishes to accomplish.
The Gospel is strictly connected
with the grace of the Holy Spirit.
The Gospel helps for recognizing,
receiving, and expressing the grace
of the Holy Spirit through actions
of the virtues.
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Holy Spirit in Christian Life

Personal character of the presence and work of the Holy Spirit

Personal character of the work of the Holy Spirit speaks only of man
and his life – especially men who have faith in Christ. In this level impor-
tant features are: grace of the Holy Spirit and the instinct or inspiration of
the Holy Spirit.

The New Law, which is the essence of eternal law of the Holy Spirit,
shows us the extraordinary dynamism of working of the Holy Spirit in the
person of those who have faith in Christ. The grace of the Holy Spirit
engenders faith, hope and charity in the human intellect and will. These
take over the natural virtues ruled by reason. In this way, a new moral
organism is formed, which is specifically Christian. Grace is a necessary
reality of Christian life – it is the fundament of merit and the final fruit of
this grace is justification. Personal justification is the work of the grace of
the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit, who lives in the faithful Christian,
through grace in the same way is also the cause and deposit of eternal life
(ST, I-II, q. 114, a. 3, ad 3). This grace is also present in the sacraments of
the new Law in an instrumental way.

The special kind of work is Instinct of the Holy
Spirit. St. Thomas notices that the whole nature of
free will is rooted in God. In this way Aquinas
called the Holy Spirit “the First Mover” (ST, I-II, q.
68, a. 4, ad. 1). The union with the Holy Spirit is
the fundament of the work of the Instinct of the
Holy Spirit in us. First union is through faith, hope
and love. The action of the Holy Spirit forms with-
in us virtues and personal capacities for actions. It
also engenders dispositions for receiving the spiri-
tual inspirations and impulses needed for produc-
ing perfect works. This action of the Holy Spirit is
expressed in: natural law, the prophets, persons
especially connected with the Incarnation (Mary, Joseph, Simon and
Anna, Apostles). In this action of the Holy Spirit there is a special person-
al meeting: the person of the Holy Spirit with the human person. Here we
find the individual level of faithful life and morality. 

Eschatological character of the work of the Holy Spirit

The work of the Holy Spirit is oriented to the final goal – justification
and eternal happiness of man. In light of this goal St. Thomas discusses
the reality of virtues and gifts, blessings and fruits of the Holy Spirit.

Virtues are good dispositions (ST, I-II, q. 55, a. 4, co.). Especially
important are the theological virtues because they are participation in
God’s life. According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church: The theo-
logical virtues are the foundation of Christian moral activity; they animate
it and give it its special character. They inform and give life to all the
moral virtues. They are infused by God into the souls of the faithful to
make them capable of acting as his children and of meriting eternal life.
They are the pledge of the presence and action of the Holy Spirit in the
faculties of the human being. There are three theological virtues: faith,
hope, and charity” (CCC 1813). Besides the theological virtues there are
human and moral virtues. St. Thomas discusses over fifty virtues in
Secunda pars of the Suma of theology.

The gifts of the Holy Spirit are supernatural perfections infused in the
human soul through God which help the man to be more obedient to
God’s inspiration (ST, I-II, q. 68, a 1. co). There are seven gifts of the
Holy Spirit: wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety,
and fear of the Lord (Is 11, 1-2).

Speaking about fruits of the Holy Spirit Aquinas is a kind of poet: our
actions, as an effort of the Holy Spirit’s actions, are fruits, but according
to the final goal of the eternal life are like flowers (ST, I-II, q. 70, a. 1, ad
1). The difference between gifts shows the different levels of human
nature where the Holy Spirit works. The fruits of the Spirit are perfections
that the Holy Spirit forms in us as the first fruits of eternal glory. The tra-
dition of the Church lists twelve of them: charity, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, generosity, gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, self-
control, chastity (CCC 1832). Among all these fruits the most perfect fruit
is love.

The blessings of the Holy Spirit are similar like fruits and are acts
which flow from virtues and gifts of the Holy Spirit. The difference is that
blessings are only perfect acts. Therefore all blessings are fruits but not all
fruits are blessings.

The eschatological dimension allows us to say that the Holy Spirit,
like an artist, renews God’s image in us damaged by original and person-
al sins. Analyzing the complex process of perfection and sanctifying  of

Christian life and the special role of the Holy Spirit
in this process, St. Thomas expresses the hope that
“everybody who starts life on the basis of virtues
and gifts of the Holy Spirit, can have hope, to
achieve the perfection both of the way and of the
homeland” (ST, q. 69, a. 2, co).

Summarizing all these dimensions, of the Holy
Spirit’s presence and work in our Christian life, we
can see how the Holy Spirit embraces our life from
its very beginning to its very end in beatific vision
in God. The role then of the Holy Spirit is essential,
vital, and lifegiving. One thing is most important –
to believe in Jesus Christ unconditionally, with our
whole heart and life, and in this way receive the

Holy Spirit who is the Gift of Divine Love. This moment of believing is
the moment of birth from God and the beginning of life in the Spirit – the
personal, whole-life worship of God: “but the hour is coming, and is now
here, when true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and truth” (J
4, 23).

Fr. Pawel Duda CV
Father Pawel is a priest of the diocese of Tarnow, Poland ordained on

May 30, 1998 in Tarnow. He has served as a hospital chaplain and asso-
ciate pastor in Poland, England, and USA – currently at Christ the King
Parish in Jacksonville, Florida. In 1998 he earned Master Degree at The
Papal Theological Academy in Krakow, Poland (Thesis - recognized as a
S.T.L. level: The primordial nature of God according to the ‘Science and
the Modern World’ by Alfred N. Whitehead). In 2006 he earned Ph.D. in
Moral Theology at The John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin in
Lublin, Poland. (Thesis: The Pneumatological Nature of Christian
Morality in ‘Summa theologiae’ by St. Thomas Aquinas). Father Pawel
has taught Moral Theology at The John Paul II Catholic University of
Lublin in Lublin, Poland, Sacred Heart Major Seminary, Detroit,
Michigan, St. Cyril & Methodius Seminary, Orchard Lake, Michigan
where he was also spiritual director for seminarians. Areas of his interest
are: Moral Theology, Philosophy, Psychology, Cognitive Sciences,
Bioethics, Social Ethics, Neuroethics. Father Pawel has participated in
professional conferences at Notre Dame University in Indiana; in Oxford,
England; at Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA; and at Boston College,
Boston, MA. 

The moment Our Mother said, “Fiat”
This is the English translation of the Vietnamese community honoring Mary on May 4. As

the Vietnamese choir sang, the children did an offering of flowers to Mary. 

Thank you, Peter Nguyen, for the translation.

The moment our Mother said,

“Fiat,” heaven and earth filled with joy.

Filled with delight, and filled with happiness.

Singing, celebrating in our Mother

Even in the desert - llamas, tigers, and snakes are singing with joy

Because our mother said, “Fiat.

My soul magnifies the Lord,

and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior.”

He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaid; 

Mother teach me to say “Fiat,” with my whole heart - just like you.



Christ the King Catholic Church

Vacation Bible School 2013

Rustle up the children and they will ride under deep blue skies learning about Moses and

pointing them to Jesus along the way. Cowboys and cowgirls will discover God’s plan of salvation from Moses to Jesus to

today.  Y’all gather up your young’uns for food, games, music and crafts – all of which point to Jesus.

Bring your friends and enjoy bible lessons, music, games, crafts and snacks. Children will be able to show off what they

have learned in a musical on the last day of VBS

Registration by June 3rd will ensure that your child will receive a t-shirt

Registration information: Go to www.ctkcatholic.com or ctk@ctkcatholic.com or susiewrubluski@bellsouth.net or call 613-6633.
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submitted by Darlene O’Neal 

Each year members of the RCIA class are asked to submit a few
words about their experiences while on their faith journey culminating at
the Easter Vigil. The following comments are from some of the 2013
RCIA class to share with our fellow parishioners. Please continue to pray
for all the new members of our parish family.

RCIA has opened my eyes to the Catholic faith and
shown me that I’m not the only person who wanted to
seek more in the Catholic Church.

Going to Christ the King Catholic School and not
being Catholic was awkward, so becoming Catholic
made me feel at peace. Going through this life
changing process was truly moving.

Shelby Garner

RCIA has been a wonderful experience for me. I
feel that the RCIA class has opened my eyes to a new
beginning and being baptized at Easter Vigil has not
only brought me closer to the Lord, but now brings me
closer to my wife and son, who are both Catholic and
members at Christ the King.

RCIA has allowed me to gain a deeper
understanding, taught me how to pray, answer questions and sent me on
a new journey toward the Lord and my family. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Lord for sending me
to RCIA class, Father Thanh, all of the RCIA participants, team members
and of course, Deacon James and George Barletta.

Peace,  Roy Case

The RCIA process made me feel comfortable and
welcomed into the church family. I have received
nothing but great support and spiritual guidance from
the RCIA team.

I am proud to have become a Catholic and I will
remain proud throughout my ongoing journey.

Kevin Thomas

I have truly enjoyed my experience with RCIA.
Not only have I grown in my understanding of
Catholicism, but my personal relationship with
Christ has been strengthened. I have been blessed
with the opportunity to send my children to Christ
the King Catholic School, and through their love of
the church, we as a family have gained a new church
home.

Thank you so much to Deacon Scott and George
Barletta for their commitment to the program, and all the volunteers for
the time they commit to us. 

Lori Garner

May the Lord continue to bless all our newly baptized and confirmed
Catholics. Welcome to our Christ the King family!

RCIA Comments
by Darlene O’Neal

The Easter Vigil began at
sundown with the Blessing of the
Fire and Lighting of the Paschal
Candle. This year the service began
in the Paschal Garden beneath the
crucifix that so vividly projects the
agony and suffering that Christ
endured for our sins.

On this day, the elect look back
and reflect on the journey each has
taken, and with their sponsors,
prepare to go forward with the rest
of the faithful as they enter into the
Catholic Church.

The Paschal candle was lighted
and blessed by Father Thanh as the
RCIA class, sponsors and other
parishioners gathered around the
fire pit. The Paschal candle is a
symbol of Jesus Christ, the light of
the world. The candle is used to
bless the baptismal water when it is
immersed into the water. It is also
used to light the candles of the
newly baptized.

The Mass began with the
chanting of the Exultet, or the
Easter Proclamation. This ancient
hymn of praise of the risen Christ
has been sung over the Paschal
Candle as part of the Roman
tradition since the ninth century. 

The Liturgy of the Word
reflected on the story of creation
and concluded with the
resurrection of Christ. Some of the
readings reflect on Baptism, in
which those who lived in darkness
and death are buried, and are
baptized in Christ, filled with the
light and life.

This year those baptized were:
Chelsie Pierce, Shelby Garner, Roy
Case, Kevin Thomas, Amanda
Jones and Brent Shryock. They
later joined Greg Pierce, Norman
Salmon, Ralph Stewart, Sara Sue
Crawford, Brandy Mehl, and Lori
Garner in receiving the sacrament

of Confirmation. Lois Dushane will
be confirmed at Pentecost by
Bishop Felipe Esteves at the
Cathedral in St. Augustine.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
was the climax of the Easter Vigil
as the new Catholics received the
Precious Body and Blood of Christ
with the entire congregation. It was
a very significant night in the
Church’s most ancient season. For
the next 50 days until Pentecost, in
the Sunday Gospels we will find
the Risen Christ on a mountain top,
by a lakeshore, and coming through
closed doors.

The RCIA sessions continue
with a period of post baptismal
catechesis, or Mystagogy, from
Easter to Pentecost. This is a time
for the newly initiated, along with
members of the parish, to come
closer together as a faith
community. This is a time for the
community to extend a hand and
welcome the new parishioners. 

Thank you to all who dedicated
their time, especially the sponsors,
Carrie Case, Bob and Mitzi
Vergenz, Mary Jo Hiers, Staci
Duncan, Michelle and Mark
Buckelew, Joe Birch, Jeff Kress,
Gary and Tammy Foxworth, David
Stewart, Kitty Crawford, Marie
Stewart, and Dale Ford.

Thank you to the RCIA team:
Mary Rouse, Louie and Darlene
O’Neal, Joe Birch, Carol and
Michael Warwin, Theo Naessens,
David Stewart, Mark and Michelle
Buckelew, “Tito” Espejo, Norma
and Berry Landers, Peter Nguyen
and RCIA director Deacon James
Scott and coordinator George
Barletta. A special thank you to
Father Thanh Nguyen for his
spiritual guidance and insight. And
to Father Pawel and Father Amar,
thank you for the time you gave to
RCIA.

The Easter Vigil

RCIA Class of 2013

Mark your calendars!

July 15 – July 19

9:00 a.m. – noon

For all children entering
PK- 4 through 5th grade

Cost: 1 child - $20

2 children - $30

3 or more children - $35



by Darlene O’Neal

Ralph Stewart was born in
Peru, Indiana and he died in
Jacksonville, Florida. His funeral
was held on Thursday, April 18,
2013 at Christ the King Catholic
Church.

I met Ralph Stewart when he
joined the RCIA class in 2012, and
began attending weekly sessions.
Ralph was 88 years of age and was
quietly determined to join the
Catholic Church. His grandson,
David Stewart, was his sponsor as
well as his means of transportation.
Ralph rarely missed a Wednesday
evening in the Shirley David Hall. 

Ralph lived with his son, Lyle,
and daughter-in-law, Marie, and
attended Sunday Mass with them.
Ralph felt so comfortable at Mass
he expressed a desire to join the
Catholic Church. After consulting
with Father Thanh, he began the
RCIA process. A short time later his
health began to rapidly deteriorate.
Because of his health condition and
determination to be Catholic, it was
decided that he should not have to
wait until Easter Vigil to be bap-
tized. 

Lyle called me on a Wednesday
and asked if Louie and I would like
to come to Ralph’s baptism the fol-
lowing Saturday. Of course we
went, and we not only witnessed
his baptism, but were pleasantly
surprised when Lyle announced to
Father Pawel that we were his
sponsors. Imagine being godpar-
ents to a gentleman 88 years of age!
That was such a blessing for us.

Ralph completed all of the nec-
essary RCIA requirements in order
to enter into the Catholic Church at

the Easter Vigil. He endured a lot of
pain for over two hours during the
Easter Vigil, but he joined his
RCIA class at the altar to receive
Confirmation and Eucharist. He
was a gentle person with a strong
determination to finish his spiritual
journey that he had begun last
September.

During Ralph’s funeral Mass,
Father Thanh gave a very personal
and heartwarming homily. The
flowers were still there from the
Easter Vigil and RCIA members
were there for him. The choir was
small in number but sounded beau-
tiful accompanied on the organ.
Marie and David did the scripture
readings and Lyle gave a eulogy
focused on the importance of RCIA
and what it had meant to his dad. 

The ladies of the parish fur-
nished a lovely reception in the
Shirley David Hall following the
service. It was nice to sit with
Ralph’s family and listen as Lyle
talked about what an extraordinary
man his dad was. He told about

Ralph’s special devotion to Mary,
and how he would listen for hours
on his small tape recorder to tapes
about Mary, and how he loved to
watch EWTN on TV. 

Ralph always carried his rosary
with him, either saying his prayers
or just holding on to the cross. Lyle
said his dad was always a man of
Christian values and beliefs but had
never belonged to one denomina-
tion. 

Ralph Stewart proudly served
his country during World War II,
and in his younger days was quite a
golfer. He was a father, a grandfa-
ther and a great-grandfather. 

On April 9, 2013, Ralph began
his eternal journey to be with our
heavenly Father. When he passed,
he was clutching the cross on his
rosary.

Interment took place at
Jacksonville National Cemetery on
April 23, 2013 with full military
honors. Ralph was a man of great
faith.

May 2013 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 7

In Loving Memory Of Ralph Stewart, RCIA Class of 2012-2013

Nocturnal Adoration Ministry Numbers

Dwindling! Overnight Rotation Schedule

Threatened!

by Paul Ghiotto

Help! Christ the King’s Nocturnal Adoration ministry needs new members to join its thinning ranks! 

For those parish members and other readers of The Courier who may be unaware, since 1962 groups of people in “bands” have been gathering,
usually on the first Friday-Saturday combination of each month, to engage in group prayer and silent meditation before the exposed Blessed
Sacrament in the Sacred Heart Chapel. Between the hours of 10:00 p.m. on Friday night and 6:00 a.m. the following morning these “bands” rotate
forward each month (e.g. Band One may have the 10:00-11:00 p.m. prayer hour this month and next month will rotate forward and cover the 11:00
p.m. to midnight hour). Hours between the end of 5:30 p.m. Mass on Friday afternoon and the 10:00 p.m. hour are covered by organized groups
and/or individual worshippers. “Non-rotating” bands cover the two hours between 6:00 and 8:00 a.m. on Saturday morning. Adoration ends with
Benediction prior to the start of the 8:15 a.m. Mass.

This long standing practice may soon have to be abandoned due to the following reasons:

1)  Many longtime members are, unfortunately, growing too old to make the rotating hours that the ministry staffs.
2)  Illness and death have decreased the numbers who have come in the past.
3)  Few younger people are joining the ministry.
4)  Being in a “band” that rotates an hour forward each month is a physically tough task for many.
5)  People are concerned for their physical safety traveling to and from the church at early hours in the morning.

Solutions for this problem include:

1)  Abandoning the 50-year tradition of rotating bands and simply holding adoration – as some churches already do – from just after the end of
the 5:30 p.m. Mass to midnight.
2)  Assigning one or two members to an hour each month between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. so that the chapel will have at least two
adorers per hour overnight until Band Nine begins its non-rotating schedule at 6:00 a.m. Mass on Saturday morning.
3)  Dissolving the ministry altogether.
4)  Somehow recruiting new and younger members to replace/supplement existing members.

Currently, three bands or groups are led by individuals who are in their late 70s or early 80s. Please consider shoring up the ranks. Surely there
are some “young-uns” out there who can join and help the cause!

For further information contact Nocturnal Adoration Society chapter head Paul Ghiotto at 727-5040.



Page 8 Christ the King Courier May 2013

Information from Trudy Perez-Poveda and Dennis Scobie

On Saturday morning, March 16, 40 Days for Life - Jacksonville,
along with Families for LIFE, had a  Eucharistic Procession. Bishop
Felipe Estevez, Diocese of St. Augustine, and 20 clergy from various
churches attended. Pastor Ed Martin, who has recently moved to Atlanta,
Bishop Neil Lebhar from the Anglican Gulf Atlantic Dioceses and Bishop
Dozier from Jacksonville also participated in the event. The procession
started at Woody’s Bar-B-Q Restaurant on Powers Avenue, and proceeded

up University Boulevard to St. Augustine Road and then returned to
Woody’s for Benediction. The Knights of Columbus were honor guard for
the event. 

40 Days for Life is a focused pro-life campaign with a vision to access
God’s power through prayer, fasting, and peaceful vigil to end abortion.

Many thanks to Trudy Perez-Poveda for her hard work with Families
for LIFE and 40 days for LIFE as well as Woody’s Bar-B-Q on Powers
who closed down to the public on March 16, to accommodate the event.

40 Days for Life

by Charm Saults

I welcome the rain.

I know there will be some who will complain

The flash of lightning in the sky and the rumble of thunder 

With music of the pitter-pat of raindrops on the roof 

I welcome the rain.

As you look outside it really makes you wonder

Of all the great things the rain will bring

Drenching the land with a much needed drink

It will bring forth the flowers, turn the trees green,

Also bringing cool fresh clean air

I welcome the rain.

With the feeling of everything coming alive

I can hear the frogs asking for more

There are some birds taking a bath in the puddles

Even the squirrels run down the trees to take a sip of water

I welcome the rain.

It is a sign spring is on the way

Waking up the world to the beauty of nature

And the glorious gifts from heaven above

Renewing life in all its splendor

I thank God. 

I welcome the rain.

I Welcome the Rain

Page 9:

A. Arline Smith – 1941 - St. Joseph’s, Newport RI
B. Anna Mae Moniak Savatin - 1942 - SS Cyril & Methodius, Lakewood

OH
C. Kathleen Evans – 1957 – Assumption, Jacksonville FL
D. Helen Witkop Sullivan - C1930 - Our Lady of Victory Basilica,

Lackawanna NY
E. Lillian (Susie) Steele – 1932 - St. Joseph, Paterson NJ
F. Jim Setser – 1950 - Holy Angel’s, Dayton OH
G. Jerry Seefried  - 1937 - St. Edwards, Philadelphia PA
H. Laurie Plotz – 1969 - St. John, Bergenfield NJ
I. Margaret Sullivan Dellinger – 1961 - Infant of Prague, Cheektowaga

NY
J. Kathy Kay Nichols – 1966 - St. Cecelia, Clearwater FL
K. Mary Ann Neubecker Sullivan – 1955 - St. Joseph’s, Buffalo NY
L. Myles Christian – 1996 - Christ the King, Jacksonville FL
M. Mary Helen Redmond - 1934 - St. Martins, Rome, KYD

Page 14:

1. Pat  Clemens Setser – 1952 - Holy Family, Dayton OH
2. Susan Hauck Riker -  1955 - St. Pancras, Glendale NY
3. Beatrice Gall Neubecker – 1920 - St. Vincent de Paul, Buffalo NY
4. Curt Ludwig - Christ the King, Jacksonville FL
5. Carla Ludwig- Christ the King, Jacksonville FL
6. Betty Jean Lidolf Becht – 1941 - St. Mary’s of the Knobs, Floyds

Knobs, IN
7. Cynthia (Greene) Surles - about 1959 - Sacred Heart, Placentia NF

Canada
8. Diane Yabroudy Shami  - 1945 - Holy Name, Brooklyn NY
9. Gerald Sullivan – 1956 - Infant of Prague, Cheektowaga NY
10. Frank Incorvaia & Angela Christian – 1970 - Christ the King,

Jacksonville FL
11. David Courtwright’s family (Aunt Edith Brown, Uncle Al Brown, &

Davids’ mother, Betty B. Courtwright) – 1934 – parish and state
unknown

12. Frank Becht - 1938 - St. Mary’s, Navilleton IN
13. Hannah Christian – 1998 - Christ the King, Jacksonville FL
14. Jean Steele Sell -  1936 - St. Joseph’s, Paterson NJ

First Communion...Then 

Photos page 9 and 14

Photo ID

Religious Article Store

We have new holy cards of Pope Francis

and should be receiving a book.

Already have books & holy cards on St. Kateri

Tekakwitha

Expecting a shipment of medals 

Sale: 30% off all books through May 2013

(except Bibles & Catechisms)

All sorts of specials

Stop in and browse

Vacations are coming up; need volunteers to fill in. 

Call or text Charm at 377-1299 or stop by to see me.
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First Communion ... Then
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by Father Amar

His ardent love of God and soul, his great kindliness, rare wisdom and
sure teaching made St. Francis de Sales exceptionally influential in
consecrating my life to the religious life. How Francis developed a gentle
and amiable disposition is a story in itself. He was not born a saint. By
nature his temperament was choleric, fiery; little was needed to throw him
into a state of violent anger. It took years before he mastered his
impatience, his unruly temper. Even after he became bishop, there were
slips, as for instance, when someone rang a bell before he had finished
preaching. The important point of course is that by constant perseverance
he did in time attain perfect self-mastery. Wherein lies a lesson.  

This towering figure in modern spirituality was born in 1567 in an
aristocratic family in Savoy, France. Though he obtained a doctorate in
law at the age of 25, within a year, in response to God’s call to the
priesthood, he declined a senator’s post and the legal profession. He did
not yield to his father’s vehement opposition. His life and ministry mirror
the conditions and problems of the society of his time.

Francis had received a refined cultural formation, first at Annecy, then
at Paris and finally at Padua where, in 1591, he became a doctor of civil
and Church law. In 1593 he was ordained a priest. When he was 27 years
old, the chapter of Annecy nominated him major penitentiary. He
accepted from his bishop the difficult and dangerous mission of re-
evangelizing the province of Chablais which had become Calvinist. His
persuasive preaching and zeal sustained by the courage to face fatigue and
dangers to life brought about many conversions to the Catholic faith. His
work, The Book of Controversies, is a document of Catholic apologetics
worthy of the Fathers of the Church.

At the age of 32 Francis was designated coadjutor bishop of Annecy
and three years later he was made bishop of Geneva. It is said that he was
lovable to anyone and helpful and pleasing to all. A zealous pastor and
director of souls, he, assisted by St. Jane Frances de Chantal, founded in
1610 the Visitation Order for women. His books Treatise on the Love of
God, and Introduction to the Devout Life, were the bestsellers of the XVII
century. The latter became a kind of spiritual breviary for the lay people.
It was a book of ascetical life at the reach of everyone; it offered the
willing Christians a “sure, easy and sweet” way, as the papal Brief that
proclaimed him Doctor of the Church put it. Francis died at Lions on 27
December 1622. He is a Doctor of the Church and Patron of all writers.

The spirituality of this great saint who knew how to give the
naturalistic and often paganizing humanism a Christian face created a
current of pious and optimistic humanism, a humanism of hope. He is the
saint who placed great emphasis on sweetness and fraternal charity. He
attracted thousands by his kindness, patience, simplicity and sympathy,
and by his clear and convincing arguments. He used to say, “You will
catch more flies with one spoonful of honey than with a hundred barrels
of vinegar.” Francis and his cousin Canon Louis worked hard to win the

Calvinist inhabitants of
Chablais back to the
Catholic faith. For four
years Francis went
about preaching and
teaching, facing many
hardships and even
threat to his life. His
efforts led to the return
of 70,000 Calvinists to
the Catholic Church and
to the reopening of all
churches to Catholic
worship.

Francis taught that
apostolic charity
prompts us to become
all things to all. Charity
is what gives us the
power to do what is
good. He echoes the
words of St. Paul,
“Charity is patient and
kind… Charity bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things” (1 Cor 13: 4-7). He told his priests, “In order to preach
well, we should love well.” According to him, a judicious silence is
always better than a truth spoken without charity. In the first pages of his
Treatise on the Love of God he says, “Everything is referred to love, for
love, in love and of love in the holy Church of God.” Love, therefore,
should go up to God and at the same time spread around to the brethren.
The sweetness of love which qualifies the humanism of Francis brought
in a new dimension, a positive approach to the possibility of the perfection
of human nature itself. In his Treatise St. Francis says, “The redemption
wrought by our Lord, touching our miseries, makes them more useful and
more lovable than baptismal innocence has ever been.”

Our saint tells us that in whatever state we are, we can and we must
aspire to the perfect life. In a letter to St. Jane Frances de Chantal, Francis
says, “If the soul is all gold through love, myrrh through mortification and
incense through prayer, the action of the Spirit influences the body of the
Church whose living members we are, because we are grafted onto a tree
whose divine sap He is.” According to him, friendship is the breath of the
divine Spirit by which we are no more lovers but love, no more two but
only one, because love unites all things in the supreme Unity; the Spirit of
God is the author of holy friendship.

The one lesson we should learn from St. Francis de Sales is this:
whatever we think, do or say, must be seasoned with charity, for charity,
as St. Paul would say, is the bond of perfection. 

My Heavenly Patron

by Gus Carlson

Being involved with the Paschal Mystery
Garden from its inception, I wanted to also
create something new for the priests of our
parish for the Garden’s dedication. Since I
had already ordered similar vestments for the
House Of Prayer in St. Augustine in honor of
my late wife Jackie, I saw the same need here
at Christ the King. So, I ordered vestments in
the 4 principal colors for the liturgical year:
red, green, purple and white. Father Thanh
was able to wear one of these new vestments
during the dedication of our new cross.

New Vestments 

8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Wyndham Jacksonville Riverwalk

Tickets include parking, lunch, all speakers.
Daily Mass and confession available. 

Cost: Women ages 14 and up - $45.00 until 
July 26. $55.00 after July 26. 

Register www.FloridaCatholicWomen.org or
phone 904-308-7474.
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Our Lady of Knock

By Mickey Kenney

Family road trips were always special in our family: much anticipat-
ed, eagerly prepared for by all and always fun. Back in the old days there
weren’t all the safety devices, so we may have been an accident waiting
to happen, BUT we didn’t know that, so we just relaxed, talked, slept and
sang songs. Frank Patterson was one of the favorite tapes we used to
accompany our exuberant choir and that is how we met Our Lady of
Knock.  Come to think of it, our joyful chorus of this lovely song may
have been the only safety device we needed on our trips!

As you read the words of the song you hear the story of a stormy night
in August, 1879, in Knock, County Mayo, Ireland. During the l870s there
were land reforms in Ireland which brought poverty and emigration. Also
in this time period our word boycott came from County Mayo because of
Captain Boycott, the land agent there, who still required rent from strik-
ing tenant farmers which became a worldwide cause.  The suffering was
unending.

On the evening of 21 August 1879, at about eight o’clock in the
evening, fifteen people, whose ages ranged from five years to sev-
enty-five and included men, women, teenagers and children, wit-
nessed what they claimed was an apparition of Our Lady, Saint
Joseph, and Saint John the Evangelist at the south gable end of the
local small parish church, the Church of Saint John the Baptist.
Behind them and a little to the left of Saint John was a plain altar.
On the altar was a cross and a lamb (a traditional image of Jesus
as reflected in the religious phrase the Lamb of God) with adoring
angels. ...Those who witnessed the apparition stood in the rain for
up to two hours reciting the rosary…When the apparition began
there was good light, but although it then became very dark, wit-
nesses could still see the figures very clearly – they appeared to be
the color of a bright whitish light. The apparation did not flicker
or move in any way. The witnesses reported that the ground
around the figures remained completely dry during the apparition
although the wind was blowing from the south. Afterwards, how-
ever the ground at the gable became wet and the gable dark. 

The Very Reverend Doctor Bartholomew Kavanaugh regretted for the
rest of his life that he did not come when his housekeeper asked him to
see what was happening as she left to go home from work. Though stand-
ing in the rain for two hours their clothes were reported dry when they
returned home. 

The altar sculpture at Knock is based on accounts of the appari-
tion. The Blessed Virgin Mary was described as being beautiful,
standing a few feet above the ground. She wore a white cloak,
hanging in folds and fastened at the neck. The crown appeared as
a golden brightness, of a deeper hue than the striking whiteness of
the robe she wore; the upper parts of the crown appeared to be a
series of sparkles, or glittering crosses. She was described as
“deep in prayer,” with her eyes raised to heaven, her hands raised
to the shoulders or a little higher, the palms inclined slightly to the
shoulders…..St. Joseph, also wearing white robes, stood at the
Virgin’s right hand. His head was bent forward from the shoulders
towards the Blessed Virgin. John the Evangelist stood to the left
of the Blessed Virgin. He was dressed in a long robe and wore a
mitre. He was partly turned away from the other figures. He
appeared to be preaching and he held open a large book in his left
hand. To the left of St. John was an altar with a lamb on it and a
cross standing on the altar behind the lamb. 

After an inquiry by a church commission this apparition was deemed
trustworthy and approved. The silence and peace of the Knock apparition
have been sought by hundreds, and miracles have been associated with
this shrine. Many popes have been associated with Knock.  Pope John
Paul II visited there in 1979 and Mother Teresa of Calcutta visited the
shrine in June 1993. 

If you are an Internet person, just put Lady of Knock into your search
and you can even hear the hymn! It’s all so beautiful. Perhaps, we can
learn from that Knock pastor of long ago to get up and “come see” at the
moment we are called. Sometimes there are no do-overs. 

Our Lady of Knock Music and Lyrics, by Dana (Rosemary Scallon)
Most popular recording was Frank Patterson’s

Our Lady of Knock
There were people of all ages

gathered ‘round the gable wall

poor and humble men and women,

little children that you called.

We gathered here before you,

and our hearts were just the same

filled with joy at such a vision,

as we praise your name.

Chorus:

Golden rose, Queen of Ireland,

all my cares and troubles cease

as we kneel with love before you,

Lady of Knock, my Queen of Peace.

Though your message was unspoken,

still the truth in silence lies

as we gaze upon your vision, 

and the truth I try to find:

here I stand with John the Teacher,

and with Joseph at your side

and I see the Lamb of God,

on the altar glorified. 

Chorus

And the Lamb will conquer

and the woman clothed in the sun

will shine her light on everyone

and the Lamb will conquer

and the woman clothed in the sun, 

will shine her light on everyone

Chorus.
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by Kathy Nichols

Nothing can describe a trip to the place where our Savior
walked and lived. This journey, which took place February 18-
28, 2013 exceeded all my hopes. The crowds were minimal.
The weather was perfect. 

After landing in Tel Aviv, our bus took us to Jerusalem. We
stayed in the very nice Notre Dame of Jerusalem Center. It has
its own chapel called Our Lady of Peace. In Jerusalem, our
hotel was within walking distance of the Old City of Jerusalem.
(There’s an Old City with all the old buildings of Jesus’ time,
and the New City with the modern structures of today.) Not
once did I feel unsafe. Our first stop was the Western Wailing
Wall. It is a remnant of the ancient wall that surrounded the
Jewish Temple’s courtyard, and is arguably the most sacred site
recognized by the Jewish faith outside of the Temple Mount
itself. I had friends and family write prayers on small pieces of
paper that I tried to slip through the cracks of the wall itself. It
was so full, that I mostly hoped the prayers would stay where I
put them. 

We entered the place where Jesus was condemned,
crucified and buried. Churches or holy buildings were built
over these sites. There was such sorrow knowing that this was
where our Lord gathered up all of our sins, both past, present and future,
and died with them. He died so that we didn’t have to. The sculpture of
Mary pierced by a sword with the look of horror and sorrow on her face
portrayed the horrifying pain she felt, and the pain we should have felt.

Our group walked the Via Dolorosa, or the Way of the Cross. We each
took turns (three at a time) holding the large cross that mimicked what
Jesus might have done at His time. The cross that we held was probably
one third of the size of the one that Jesus dragged through Jerusalem
alone. And we weren’t beaten or scourged. It was humbling.

As we visited the Temple (which is now owned by the Muslims, yet is
hoped for by the Jewish community), we could look east and see the
beautiful Mount of Olives. Here we saw the Garden of Gethsemane,
Mary’s tomb, the place of the Ascension, and the Basilica of the Agony. 

We took a side trip to Bethlehem, which is part of the West Bank and
not Israel. More security measures were needed to enter the West Bank.
Bethlehem was poor and run down. Armed guards were at the gates and
roamed the streets. But, again, I didn’t feel threatened. I was thrilled to see
where Jesus was born and where the manger was. I used to think the birth

and manger were the same
thing, but no. The sites were a
few yards apart. One amazing
place we saw was the Milk
Grotto. This grotto, with a
Franciscan chapel built above
it, is considered sacred because
tradition has it that the Holy
Family took refuge here during
the Slaughter of the Innocents,
before their flight into Egypt.
The faithful have venerated the
spot for its powers as early as
the fourth century, Local
women of all faiths and
denominations come here to
pray for children, taking with
them bits of the “milk powder”
from the soft limestone found
throughout the grotto. Many

mothers have gotten pregnant after visiting this site, after many
unsuccessful years of trying.

Onward by bus to the Dead Sea. I always thought it was dead because
it lay there stagnant. However, it is fed by the Jordan River, but it has no
outlet. And, because of the heat, most of the water evaporates, leaving
behind a pile of salt. This makes it impossible for anything to live within.
Hence the word “dead.” Many high-end resorts have been built around the
Dead Sea because of the healing properties of the water. It was chilly, but
I managed to work my way into the water and float. I could lift both arms

and legs out of the water while laying on my back, and still balance.
Because of these healing properties, I spent half of an hour scooping the
sand off the bottom of the sea and siphoning it into an old water bottle to
bring home. I am waiting to watch my wrinkles disappear!

Then, finally, we’re off to Tiberius near the Sea of Galilee. On our
way, we celebrated Mass at Mount Tabor where Christ’s Transfiguration
is commemorated. While in Galilee, we went to a part of the River Jordan
and renewed our Baptismal Promises. Again, I filled an old water bottle
with the River Jordan water, hoping to use a bit with my future
grandchildren’s baptisms. The highlight was getting on a boat and sailing
the Sea of Galilee. Since this area is known for becoming “fishers of
men,” we went to a restaurant where we were served a whole fried fish:
head, tail, eyes and all. It WAS good, though!

We did a side trip to Cana and Nazareth. In Cana, the married couples
had a chance to renew their wedding vows! We also had the opportunity
to buy some wine from the town of the first miracle. Nazareth had the
Basilica of the Annunciation, where the Word of God became Flesh. I
don’t know how many hundreds of stairs we had to climb to get to that
church, but it was worth it.

After driving to Haifa and celebrating Mass at Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, we went through security at Ben Gurion Airport prior to our 12-
hour flight back to Philadelphia. I’ve only touched on some of the places
we visited, and have not even mentioned the exceptional places Father
Steven chose for us to celebrate Mass. This was an incredible pilgrimage.
The Pilgrims from Christ the King included: Gus Carlson, Yolanda
Cerqueira, Barbara Crane, Jennifer Gunn, Patricia Hinds, Bayani and
Editha Llave, Leo and Carolina Milano, Filomena Morter, Kathy Nichols,
Lourdes Petalveri, and Hester Raiford.

Our Trip to the Holy Land
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by Yolanda Cerqueira 

Israel is a land of turmoil that reaches back to Old Testament time. The
Jews have been God’s chosen people since the Covenant between God
and Abraham, but the land itself has been fought over for centuries. The
Old Testament world was a much different place. Force and might is what
counted and many smaller nations fell under brute force. God’s
(Yahweh’s) covenant with the Jews meant they had a responsibility to put
Him first in their lives. When the Jews took their eyes off Yahweh and

focused on world-
ly affairs they
were conquered
over and over by
many different
peoples. The
prophet Isaiah
beseeched the
Jews to repent par-
ticularly of wor-
shiping false idols
and earthly pleas-
ures but they
turned a deaf ear
to his pleadings.
So Yahweh

allowed the Babylonians to totally overrun their country. The Great
Temple built by Solomon was destroyed in 587 BC and the Jews were sent
into exile for 50 years. The words of warning from Isaiah would haunt
them but our God is merciful. Through Isaiah he told the Jews that God
would never forsake them; they would always be his chosen people.  

Eventually the Babylonian Empire was overrun by the Persians whose
king was Cyrus. He was a reformer who  allowed the Jewish people to
leave Babylon and return to their homeland. And still, as the years passed,
the Jews again forgot the lessons they had learned from their ancestors.
There were powerful influences in the Middle East, one being the Greeks.
Greek, culture which was pagan and hedonistic, abounded in the great
cities.  Though the Jews paid lip service to their faith, their hearts were
full of worldly ideas. 

At the time of Jesus’s birth Herod the Great was on the throne; the
country was under the control of the Roman Empire. Herod was an evil
man being responsible for the death of John the Baptist, his own sons, and
the Holy Innocence. If anything good could be said it was that he was a
builder; he is given credit for rebuilding the Great Temple in Jerusalem.
Herod and the Pharisees knew that Jesus threatened their power so they
maneuvered to have Jesus declared an enemy of Rome. Pontus Pilate, the
Roman governor, wanted to keep the Pharisees happy and so Jesus was
sentenced to death.

Little did they dream that Jesus’s crucifixion would lead to the rise of
Christianity. 

Things would never be the same and in the early seventies the Jews
again began a revolt against the Romans. They were no match for them
and the Great Temple was completely destroyed in 70 AD, never to be
rebuilt again.  All that is left now is the Western Wall where pious Jews
come to mourn the loss of their temple. It is truly moving to watch the

people at prayer, many making continuous bows and leaving their prayer
requests tucked into the cracks of the wall. 

The Romans retained control; however they had to avert their atten-
tion away from this area and put their focus on dealing with the barbar-
ians who invaded the Empire.  As Christianity spread, the Romans contin-
ued their persecution of the Christians, which would continue until the
conversion of the Emperor Constantine in the fourth century.   

Meanwhile, Mohammed and his new religion of Islam was catching
fire in the Middle East.  Mohammed’s warriors so believed in this doctrine
of Islam that it caused Arab tribes to gain great victories as they took over
lands and cities that were centers of Christian civilization. By 634 AD
they had control of the Middle East. It is said that Mohammed made a
secret trip to Jerusalem where he was taken up to heaven and given many
secrets. In 691 AD the Muslims built the Dome of the Rock. One identi-
fies it immediately by its brilliant golden dome. Today no one except
Muslims are allowed inside. Remember also the Great Temple of Herod
had been also located in the same area called the Temple Mount; so it is
not hard to see how possessive the Jews and the Muslims are about this
area. Believe me, each claim it for their own!

During the time of the Crusades, ownership of the land changed hands
several times but it was finally consolidated under Muslim rule when the
Crusaders lost to Saladin, a Turk and, a powerful Muslim leader in 1187.
Saladin who ruled the Turkish Empire captured all of the Middle East.
And there the political situation remained the same until the end of World
War I. Because the Turks had supported Germany and Germany lost the
war, Turkish power in the Middle East faded away. Since the Western
World were the victors, Britain and France signed a treaty which stated
that England would govern the area known as Palestine, and the West
Bank; France would govern Lebanon and Syria. It was because the Arabs
hated the Turks so much that one Arab leader helped the British to fight
the Turks in this war that led to Britain being in control of Palestine.

During the succeeding years the area continued to be a sore spot as
Middle Eastern countries earned their independence. Syria was declared
independent in 1946 and Lebanon gained independence in 1947. 

At the end of World War II there were a million and a half people liv-
ing in Palestine. Many of them were Jews who had immigrated there
when Hitler came to power.  The British had been promising Palestine
independence for years; finally in 1948 the British left the area leaving the
Jews and the Palestinians to work out an agreement which never hap-
pened. The Jewish people went ahead and established their state; howev-
er war broke out immediately between the Palestinians and the Jews. The
Palestinians, who were aided by the Egyptians, soon gained control of the
Gaza Strip. Victory was brief as the Seven Day War in 1967 gave the
Israelis a decisive victory by gaining control of the Western Bank. As a
result, all of this area and the Palestinian people are now under Israeli con-
trol. Do you see how this animosity continues? 

Israel wants the land that the Palestinians live on but they don’t want
the people. They are trying to force them out. Palestine wants its own state
on the Western Bank and the capital to be part of old Jerusalem. Neither
side is willing to compromise and hatred of the Jewish people is very
great by the Middle Eastern people.

Is this where the battle of Armageddon will one day take place?  We
must pray.

Israel—A Land of Turmoil 

Our Trip to the Holy Land
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First Communion ...Then
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First Communion ... Now

Thank you, Jesus, for giving up your life for

us. I will be receiving you soon. Thank you for

being a great role model for me. Love Trista

Jesus, I love you.  Thank you (no name)

Dear Jesus, I’ll love you forever!  I’ll have

many, many blessings for you.  I’ll pray for

you every night.  

Love: Isabel

Jesus, thank you for my life. And my par-

ents. And pets. And brother. Love, Bryan

I thank Jesus for me and God for making me, also

for my family, and so I can make my First

Communion.

(No name)

Dear Jesus, I am thankful for my first com-

munion and my life. I am also thankful for

my family.  (No name)

Dear Jesus, I’m glad you are in my heart.

Love, Diego 
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The Day Yolanda

Got Frisked!
by Kathy Nichols

Yes, it happened! Mild-mannered, innocent, brown-scapula-wearing
Mrs. Cerqueira was yanked aside and violated. Place: Ben Gurion
Airport, Israel. Day: February 27, 2013. Reason: Possible smuggler of
unwanted items in her carry-on luggage after a 10-day pilgrimage to the
Holy Land.

Because of lengthy security procedures, we were told to arrive at the
airport three hours early. Our flight was at 11:30 p.m. While standing in
line at the last check point, Yolanda revealed a secret: “Oh no…I still have
big bottles of Dead Sea Cosmetics in my carry-on bag!” After careful
consideration, we decided that she should just keep them in her bag and
hope for the best. Then there was an announcement over the loudspeaker:
“Please put ALL the toiletries from your carry-on luggage into a bin.” Oh
no! We still all agreed…Yolanda should keep them in her bag, rather than
hand them over to the Israeli FBI-like people. 

We all made it through customs without a problem, except for
Yolanda. She was the last one through. We sat and waited to see if her bag
would be searched. Then it happened. A lady-FBI-like person pulled
Yolanda aside. The frisking began…even down to her shoes. We tried not
to, but we couldn’t help it…we laughed. Not a snicker, but a lose-your-
breath-type laugh! We would have taken a picture, but we didn’t want the
Israeli FBI-like people coming after us too! I think it took about 10
minutes before she was released. Yolanda turned around and smiled. 

“I’m sorry for making you wait!” Well, hold on… She didn’t seem
scared. “Yolanda, did they take your lotion?” “No, it’s right here in my
bag.” She just happened to be in the wrong place at the right time to be
pulled over for a body search. Whew!

Israel from My

Perspective
by Jennifer Gunn 

What an experience when you allow
God to work in your life! I have always
loved to travel and experience other cultures
outside of my comfort zone; but I never
imagined the “wow” factor that took place a
few weeks ago. Everyone has a bucket list
of things they want to accomplish in life or
places to go. My bucket list did not include
Israel partly due to the terrorist element and
the ongoing civil unrest. However, in 2012
the idea of visiting the Holy Land resonated
in my mind as the place to visit during the
Thanksgiving holiday. Civil unrest and the
threat of terrorism were far from my mind.

As the time approached I was jolted into
the fact why I never wanted to go in the first
place. Civil unrest and bombs being blasted in Tel-Aviv and Jerusalem did
nothing to ease my discomfort. Needless to say the trip was postponed for
three months. I was disappointed, but something inside me said to have
no fear. If the trip had not been postponed, I would have gone. Some of
my friends told me I was crazy; however, in my mind I think it was God’s
grace telling me, “Don’t worry I’ve got your back.” 

Three months went by and the trip was again scheduled. We were told
that the weather would be cold and rainy but we never saw any rain. The
weather was springtime perfect. The additional plus for me (and I did not
realize this until a week before we left) was that we were going during the
Lenten season. Oh, what a joy to walk where Jesus spent his last days on
earth and follow his path during his years of teachings among his people.
We had a chance to be in the same place of his birth, teachings, sufferings
in Gethsemane, the Way of the Cross, Resurrection and Transfiguration
sites. In addition, I had the privilege to be a reader at the Mass of
Shepherds’ Field, the Annunciation Basilica, and Our Lady of Mount
Carmel. 

To say that I had a wonderful experience would be true, but an
understatement. This was a trip that keeps on giving. Now when I hear the
scripture readings at Mass or just sit and read my Bible, every word takes
on a different meaning. Places such as Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Shepherds’
Field, Bethesda, Mount of Olives, Mt. Moriah, Mt. Tabor, Galilee, Cana,
Tiberias, Capernaum, the Dead Sea, and the River Jordan, I can say I was
there! Truly this was a blessing that keeps on giving.

A Boston Visit

by Lucille Guzzone

The JetBlue airliner
descended over the city
of Boston in the early
evening. Lights were on
throughout the area.
Fenway Park glowed in
the distance as Red Sox
fans patiently waited for
the game to resume
during a rain delay. 

As I scanned the
view from the plane, I
smiled with anticipation knowing that soon I would be reunited with my
mother, sister and her family. I was returning to my first home.

Needless to say, I am proud to be from a city with so much history, a
place where buildings from Colonial America and modern high-risers
coexist. It is truly an all-American city, known for its hospitals, colleges,
foods of diversified ethnic cultures, and obsessive and dedicated sports
fans.

I spent my short vacation reminiscing about my younger days and
enjoying my sister’s grandchildren. But four days later, it was time to
return to Jacksonville. It was a sunny Monday, a special day in New
England since it was Patriots’ Day. The one hundred seventeenth Boston
Marathon was under way. I watched the leading runners cross the finish
line on my sister’s kitchen television set. We both noted how terrific it
was that there was no school so that the children and their parents had the
opportunity to attend the world famous annual event. 

Later that afternoon I arrived at the airport for my flight home. My
husband called me from Jacksonville and asked if I was watching
television. Bombs had exploded in downtown Boston. I rushed to a TV
but, at that time, the media was still not reporting that the situation was a
grave one. I then boarded the plane not realizing at that time why a large
shepherd dog was at attention at the boarding area. It was not until I
arrived in Jacksonville that I found out about the terror attack. I was
saddened and shocked by the news.

This is the irony of life. One day a beautiful city like Boston
peacefully goes about its daily business, and one day chaos and
uncertainty reigns over it. There will always be wickedness in the world,
but, with God’s blessings, the goodness of humanity will overcome, and,
no matter where on this Earth evil strikes, this goodness will prevail. 
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Tim Talks

Spring has sprung, summer is on the horizon, and
there’s a sense of renewal in the air!  Whether it is
your garden, spring cleaning in your home, or a
sudden urge to get out and make changes in your life,
there is something about this time of year making it
the ideal time to get the ball rolling on changes.  

The same thing is true here at Christ the King with
our Parish Council.  We have welcomed new members
to the council with Carol-Ann Black being installed as

our new Vice President, and Eleanor Dioso
assuming our Secretary role. 

Along with changes to the council board,
we are also in a period of transition as the
Parish Council begins to assist our pastor in
developing a process to execute a pastoral
plan.  This project will forever change the
scope and focus of the Parish Council,
allowing parishioners to participate, and to
become stakeholders in various aspects of our
parish life.  

For parishioners, this is a great
opportunity to get involved by offering your
expertise, background, and professional
experience.  This is your chance to have a
voice in the long-term planning for our parish
community, and to assist our pastor in
developing a pastoral plan that will
strengthen our community, and help us to
identify a path toward growing together.

Christ the King has a rich tradition of
volunteer participation to do the “big things.”
It is this spirit that has allowed our parish to
continue to grow and thrive for more than six
decades.  The Parish Council has a goal to
provide our pastor with a strategic vision for

our community that is measurable, relevant,
and most importantly, actionable.  

So, what do we need?

You!

Whether you have a background in
project management, business, contracting,
data gathering, education, fundraising, or any
other worldly experience, we need your help.
This is your parish. This is your opportunity
to have your voice heard.  You can help
formulate the pastoral plan that will be
implemented by our pastor.  

If you are interested in being part of the
process, please contact me at
tim.mcclellan@comcast.net, or call the
rectory (904-724-0080) to offer your time
and talent.  Everyone is encouraged to
participate.  This is your chance to get
involved.   If you have ever questioned how
things get done within our parish community,
or have felt a different direction would have
been a better option for our community, this
is a chance to lend your voice and your skills
to the path.  Get off the sidelines and get
involved!

Mini-Vinnies Do It

Again!
by Yolanda Cerqueira 

Where would you find the
biggest hearts at Christ the King
School?

Why, of course, it would be in
the eager-beaver kindergarten
classes of Mrs. Connie Goodbread
and Mrs. Melissa Kabat.

What did they do? 
First, the teachers and children

decided they wanted to help those
who are less fortunate than
they are. They made a plan to
go to Publix Supermarket on
Merrill Road to buy canned
goods for those who did not
have enough food at home.     

How would they go about
accomplishing this important
task? 

The children rode the big
yellow school bus to the
market; they were very good.
With the help of teachers and
supportive parents they picked
out and then purchased their

items that they would donate to the
St. Vincent de Paul

Society.
Publix was so

pleased with the
kindergarteners that
they rewarded each
of them with a
banana, popcorn,
and an Apron
Recipe Book which
the mothers must
have been most

happy to receive.    
When they returned

from shopping they brought the
canned goods down to the St.
Vincent de Paul Food Pantry and
placed each item proudly on our
table.  We call these precious
children Mini-Vinnies for they are
learning very early it is far better to
give than to receive.

Good job, Mini-Vinnies!  

Saint Vincent de Paul

Reports
by Yolanda Cerqueira 

No matter the season the mission of St. Vincent de Paul remains the
same.  The mission is to bring Jesus to the people we serve. And the way
we bring Jesus to the poor and suffering is by first taking care of their day
to day needs. We are able to do this in large part because you so
generously support us by filling our food baskets or making donations to
the Poor Boxes.      

When we go on a home visit we are much aware that each client is a
little bit different; however, the suffering and stress they are under is
common to all.  Many times our clients need more than food and/or
financial assistance.  You may be surprised to learn how many people
have no one to listen to their problems or concerns.  Vincentians listen and
we care and try to help them see ways they may help themselves.  We talk
about Jesus and how much He cares for all of his children. With your
generous help and our
Vincentian mission we
can make a difference!    

There is more news
to report and it’s good.
In March we had our
Vincentian Day of
Reflection.   This year
our parish had the honor
of hosting it for
Vincentians in the St.
Augustine Diocese. Everyone looks forward to it as we get together with
Vincentians from other parishes to fellowship and learn what others are
doing in their conferences.

The Day of Reflection is always special as the bishop is present.
Bishop Felipe Estevez was the main celebrant and always has a thought
provoking message. We were truly blessed that day as we not only had the
bishop but also Father Thanh, Father Duda, Father Amar and Father Joe
McDonnell who is the special director for our society.

We were filled with the Holy Spirit as we made our way to the Parish
Hall for our  luncheon.  Our president Chris Bodin here at Christ the King
prepared a Cuban feast in honor of our bishop.  Other members of our
conference made dishes to accompany the meal which was enjoyed by all. 

One of the most moving spiritual events of the day were the Stations
of the Cross which  were done outside.  After each station there was a
Vincentian reflection which made us think seriously about our duties as a
Vincentian and our commitment to see Christ in every face we visit.  

It was a good day. Just look at the smiles on the faces of the members
present for this Day of Reflection.
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Miles & Lucy

Miles & Lucy MacEachern have been Christ the King parishioners since 1972. They met on a
blind date while Miles was stationed at Malmstrom Air Force Base in Great Falls, Montana. Miles,
from Great Falls, Montana, graduated from Boston University. Lucy, from Laurel, Montana, gradu-
ated from UNF. They have two children, Miles Jr. and Mary Elaine, both of whom attended Christ
the King School. They are blessed with five grown grandsons and a great granddaughter.

Miles retired from the Florida National Guard and the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office where he was
in crisis intervention.  Lucy retired from the Jacksonville Housing Authority where she was an inter-
nal auditor. Both retired in 2001. Since retirement, they have traveled extensively through every one
of the contiguous 48 states, as well as Scotland, Ireland, and Germany. Next year they will be mar-
ried 50 years and they plan another trip to Scotland, home of their ancestors.

Both Miles and Lucy volunteer in the Religious Article Store. Miles loves to run, read poetry, and
is interested in genealogy. He has run 26 times in the Gate River Run and completed nine marathons
(26.2 miles).

Lucy has quilted six quilts for Wounded Warriors. Lucy also works with Binkies for Kids, a group that makes quilts for hospitalized children and
children in foster care. They are truly a devoted and generous couple, and a blessing to our parish.

Joseph & Joanne 
Fifty years is a long time to be together, but here is another special couple, Joseph & Joanne

Wnuk. Joseph J. Wnuk Jr. was born in Passaic, NJ, but when he was little his folks moved to
Chicago, IL. Joseph attended Stanford University and Loyola University. He was employed as a
Professor of Management for the Federal and State Government for 40 years. Joanne Wnuk attend-
ed Mundelein College and Loyola University. She worked in Chicago high schools before moving
to Florida. Joanne worked at Christ the King School for 31 years, teaching religion and social stud-
ies to the seventh and eighth graders. When she retired from Christ the King School she was the
assistant principal. According to Nicholas Johnson, Joanne was loved by all her students. She was
a very active member of the St. Monica Circle.

Joseph and Joanne met at Loyola University and were married in St. Basil’s Basilica in Chicago,
IL. They have been members of Christ the King Church for 45 years. Joseph has served as a
Eucharistic Minister and is a past president of the school board.

They raised four wonderful children and are enjoying their eight grandchildren. All their chil-
dren graduated from Christ the King. They have resided in Tallahassee, Jacksonville, Denver and
Chicago. They graduated from UNF and the University of Alabama. Mark has a Master’s Degree

from Jacksonville University.
Two grandchildren have graduated from Christ the King and attend Bishop Kenny High School. Mark Wnuk is a senior and Claire Wnuk is a

freshman. Mark will continue the tradition at the University of Alabama in the fall.
Joseph and Joanne are enjoying their retirement, living a spiritual and social life to the fullest, but of course they still find time to lend a helping

hand when needed.

Camp I Am Special

by Claretta Lamusga

On March 3 several members from Christ
the King Council of Catholic Women attended
a luncheon fashion show at St. Matthew’s
Church on Blanding Boulevard. This event is
an annual fundraiser for Camp I Am Special
and is enjoyed by folks from all parts of
Jacksonville.  The young people who partici-
pate in Camp I Am special each summer model
their chosen outfits, which this year came from
Belk and Dress Barn. They obviously enjoy the
spotlight and put on a great show.

We were treated to a delicious meal, catered
by the Italian-American Club of St. Matthew’s
and served by  young people from the parish.
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My Mother
By Miles MacEachern

Mother was Catholic

And for 86 years

Until she finally passed

She said her morning prayers

She said her evening prayers

And she never missed Sunday Mass.

When I was a child

I’d play outside 

As long as the light would last

But on Sunday morning

It was so boring

When my mother would take me to Mass.

When I grew older

I thought it was smart

For me to break with the past

So every Sunday then 

I would stay home when 

My father took my mother to Mass.

When my father died 

It fell to me to take over the task

Bad weather or clear

Every week every year 

I would take my mother to Mass.

Slowly I changed

More and more and

As the years rolled past

I came to treasure

Our time together

When I would take my mother to Mass.

And now she’s gone

But as time goes on

Those good memories still last

Now I go on my own

But I’m never alone

I still take my mother to Mass.

“Oh, Lord!...The kids.

I love the kids.”
by Sarah Cushing, L’Arche

Harbor House assistant

“Oh, Lord!...The kids. I
love the kids.” Stacy
Setser, a member of the
L’Arche Harbor House
Community, expresses
with these few words, her
volunteer experience at a
local Catholic Church
child care center. Stacy has
been living at L’Arche
Harbor House in Jacksonville, FL for almost four years and has been vol-
unteering at the child care center even longer. 

Stacy leads a busy life full of varied activities including working at
Publix, being a kind and compassionate friend (seen in her interactions
with house mates and long conversations with friends on the phone),
swim practices, and trips out to eat and visiting her many friends in the
community. Yet, even in the midst of this busy schedule, Stacy finds the
time to volunteer three hours a day twice a week. 

When asked why volunteering is important to her, Stacy shares how
this experience has become not only a way for her to give back, but also
a gift to herself. “Before L’Arche, when I lived at my parent’s house, I
never really got to express myself because there weren’t a lot of kids
around. Now I am around a lot of kids and I like it.”

Stacy has found, like many of us who make time to give back, that it
is not so much about what we give, but what we learn about ourselves and
how we grow throughout the process. The children have allowed Stacy to
more freely express herself and in return she has provided them with
many of her beautiful smiles and laughs as they play outside, read, and
share lunch together. 

As Stacy shares some of her favorite moments, we quickly see the
truth and depth in her words. 

“They’re funny. This one girl, one day when I had to leave I said ‘bye’
and then she said ‘bye.’ I like it when they say ‘hi’ and ‘bye.’” It’s a sim-
ple exchange of words, made beautiful in Stacy’s ability to see it for the
communication of love it truly is. 

When asked if she has any favorites, Stacy’s face lights up and she
begins to share about a young girl named Tabatha. “She smiles. At nap
time, she’ll lay down but she won’t shut her eyes until all the kids are
asleep. You know how kids like to take their shoes off? Maybe she likes to
sleep, just not with her shoes on like the teachers make them.”

Stacy’s account of this one child’s tendencies and her take on why she
does what she does, reminds us of the value of taking the time to simply
be with another person. The six hours a week Stacy spends at the daycare
are not about her doing things, but about her being with the people. We
are all in need of someone who can simply spend time with us, a gesture
reminding us of the beautiful and important person we are.

L’Arche Golf Tournament
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Bible Study with

Friends

by Lucille Guzzone

For six months a group of friends gathered to delve into the study of
Holy Scripture through discussion, review and reflection. Their lessons
were specific to the books of the Old Testament and then moved toward
an awareness of the fulfillment of those prophecies as seen in the Acts of
the Apostles. The text, The Great Adventure, A Journey through the Bible,
was divided into 23 separate chapters. The group answered a set of
questions during the week before the meeting by studying suggested
Bible passages and the Catechism. Like a classroom, the participants
volunteered to read out their answers, and the others compared and
contrasted their own interpretations with those presented. Discussion was
followed by a 50 minute tape narrated by biblical scholar, Jeff Cavens,
who then reviewed, and at times, clarified what was learned.

Studying Scripture is an ongoing process, and what the group
discovered is that the more one studies, the more one realizes that further
study is needed. Although this series is completed, the friends are
planning to resume and continue their study later in the Fall.

Bill and Melissa Coppedge graciously opened their home every week
and served as hosts. The last meeting included a dinner and a special
guest, Father Thanh, who was happy to lend his words of wisdom and
encouragement to the group.

by Dennis McLaughlin

How many ways can you extend a blessing to another?
If you think about it....endless ways. A blessing is a gift, defined as

“anything that brings happiness” extended intentionally or not,  to
someone you like or even dislike, to a large or small group, to the born or
unborn...even to all of mankind or as the Buddhists prescribe... people,
animals, insects, microbes, to all beings in the universe. The blessing can
be expressed, vocally or written, in a gesture or a prayer, with a meal, a
compliment, a greeting...even with a smile (surprisingly powerful and
contagious). I have watched a smile travel from person to person, across
a crowded room, many times.

I enjoy finishing a letter with Namaste!-my spirit meets your spirit.
Whoever the recipient or whatever the method or the circumstance....it’s
a good thing to do. Benefits flow to all, the warmth is even felt by the
author. The content of a blessing has a variable energy; a big one may be
a wish for….God’s Blessing, or the birth of a child; or a small one…a hug
or a kiss. Contact with another without a blessing leaves “an empty space
in the flow of mankind toward the Omega.”

There are also wordless methods of blessing. You really can express
love to someone, anytime with merely an intention. A Tibetan practice
includes one called Tonglen. 

Tonglen involves a sequence of mental pictures and attitudes that
begins with sitting with eyes closed… allow another person’s image to
arise in the mind space before you. (This requires some practice) Let
the sense of separation between the two of you melt. Imagine all of the
person’s suffering and confusion and worry, surrounding him or her,
as a cloud of dark, hot, toxic smoke. Then as you inhale, draw the
smoke into your heart and purify it, transforming it into pure white
light. As you exhale, breathe out happiness and healing in the form of
that white, clean light and shower the person with love.       

Wordlessly, love as expressed, turns out to be, not just an abstract
sentiment, but a vivid experience, a radiance that streams from the heart
center.

You can do Tonglen, as a blessing, for yourself, for different
situations, families, groups, nations and eventually, for all of creation in
the universe. Any instance invites this simple imagination, as you stand in
line, walk down the street or sit waiting for a stop light with the driver in
the adjoining car. And when you see suffering on the evening news. 

When inspired to send out a blessing in any circumstance, draw
inspiration from the image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, opening His heart
in blessing, to reveal beams of love-light, blazing outward to cleanse the
world.

Namaste!

BLESSINGS......

Last Angel

of Bataan
by Carol-Ann Black

It is important that we take
special notice of our veterans
whenever we can, so for
Memorial Day this year Mildred
Dalton Manning is our subject.
Millie, as she was known to her
friends, was a member of Christ the
King Parish from the mid-fifties until
1998, when she moved to New Jersey to
be closer to her son in the Trenton area. Two of
her close friends in Jacksonville, Rosalie
Andrews and Emma Duncan, remember her as a
kind and caring friend, just the qualities that
would  make her a kind and caring nurse—-in
the US Army Nurse Corp.

Millie grew up in Barrow County in Georgia
and attended the Grady Memorial Hospital
School of Nursing in Atlanta. She served as
head nurse at Grady after her graduation and
then enlisted in the Army Nurse Corps in 1939.
She wanted to see the world and requested duty
in the Philippines, arriving in Manila late in
October1941. Not good timing for sure. The
Philippines were attacked by the Japanese and
were finally overrun in May 1942. Seventy-
seven nurses (66 from the Army and 11 from the
Navy) were taken prisoner along with 4,000
others and held in a camp built on the grounds of
Manila’s Santo Tomas University. Conditions

were grim—-one toilet
for hundreds of people,
no kitchens, no
showers, etc—-but
became much worse
when the civilian

administration was
replaced by the Japanese

military. Many died of
starvation. Many detainees

were taken away by guards and
never seen again.

Though afflicted with the same ills that
tormented other prisoners, the nurses continued
to care for the sick and dying in the prison camp.
And they were called the Angels of Bataan for
their efforts.  Finally on February 3, 1945
American forces liberated the camp and ended
nearly three years of captivity for these brave
nurses. Millie and the other nurses were
awarded the Bronze Star Medal and a
Presidential Unit Citation among other medals.

On returning to the United States, Millie and
some of the other nurses continued to support
the war effort by touring and promoting War
Bond sales. While speaking at an armaments
plant in Georgia, Millie met Arthur Brewster
“Bruce” Manning, a journalist covering her
visit. They were married in 1945, lived in
Atlanta for some time and came to Jacksonville

several years later. You may remember Bruce as
the managing editor of the Florida Times Union.

In an interview in 2001 Millie told the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, “We were scared
and tired, but we kept working. We were under
terrific strain, but we just did our job even when
we were weak from not eating.” “I had a job to
do,” she said, “I was a nurse.”  She—-they—-
were brave and courageous nurses to the end.
Christ the King is very fortunate to be able to
count Millie Dalton Manning as one of our own
parishioners for a long time. Millie died on
March 9, the last surviving member of these
remarkable Angels of Bataan.

Just in case you are trying to place her
family in your head—-the Mannings had three
children all of whom attended Christ the King
School—-William, who died in 2006; James,
now in New Jersey; and a daughter March Price
of Atlanta. Also Rosalie tells me that Millie had
a beloved German Shepherd dog companion,
she was an avid gardener, great cook, artist.
And in their retirement, Millie and her husband
used to travel around the country in their tiny
turquoise and white, 1960s vintage travel trailer.

If you would like to learn more about these
brave U S Army nurses read the book entitled
We Band of Angels: the untold story of
American nurses trapped on Bataan by the
Japanese, by Elizabeth M. Norman.  

..............



by Nick Winiewicz

When many of our Eastern European Ancestors came to this country
a century ago, they brought with them some beautiful traditions which
added a particular beauty to the Easter holy days. Among the most popu-
lar is the traditional blessing of the foods that would be eaten on Easter
morning. After a strict Lenten fast and abstinence, specially prepared
foods were made in advance for the blessing. A family basket would be
filled with these foods and then covered with a crocheted cloth. Often the
cloth had an Easter emblem or the words “Christ is Risen” crocheted on
it. The blessing takes place on Easter Saturday in the church, and Father
Paul tells us that the churches in Poland are filled to capacity and the
aroma from the food is overwhelming.  In my former parish of St.
Gabriel’s outside of Buffalo, New York, the same is true.

We grew up in Buffalo, New York, and in the heart of the Polish com-
munity is the Broadway Market, which sells a wide variety of foods.  The

week before Easter is the busiest and it is difficult to even move among
the different stands.  There are meat stands selling fresh hams and Polish
sausage.  There are stalls that sell butter molded into the shape of a lamb,
and if you ever go there you will never forget the stands that sell freshly
ground horseradish.

The tradition in Poland dates back to the 7th century and each item in
the basket has a significant meaning:

- The white napkin that lines the basket represents the shroud of

Christ.

- Butter in the shape of a lamb, sugar and dough represent Jesus, the

Paschal Lamb.

- Hard-cooked eggs symbolize the new life of Christ rising from the

tomb.

- Bread represents the bread of life given by Christ.

- Meat and sausages are symbols of the resurrected Christ.

- Horseradish represents the bitter sacrifice of Christ.

- Vinegar symbolizes the sour wine given to Jesus on the cross.

- Salt adds zest to life and purification.

- Sweets suggest the promise of eternal life.

After assembling all of these goodies in your favorite basket, only a
few other steps are necessary for you to carry on the tradition of having
your symbolic items blessed. First, a candle decorated with religious sym-
bols should be placed in the basket so it can be lit during the blessing.
Next, a bow or ribbon should be tied around the handle of the basket to
symbolize tying together all aspects of life. 

As you can see, the tradition reinforces our beliefs and calls to mind
what Jesus did for the love of each and every one of us.  It causes us to
think of Jesus on Easter morning as the family gathers for breakfast, and
not just think of chocolate bunnies, jelly beans and Peeps.  

The ceremony is brief with special prayers for blessing the meats,
eggs, cakes and bread.  The priest then sprinkles holy water on the bas-
kets.

This beautiful tradition was renewed this year at Christ the King and
we welcome all parishioners to join us next year on Easter Saturday.  Why
not start a new tradition in your family, or revitalize an old one?
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Blessing of the Easter Baskets

by Betty Kuehl

The only way to describe the St.
Augustine DCCW convention—-
IT WAS AWESOME!  

The convention was held April
5-7 at the Wyndham Hotel in down-
town Jacksonville. 

You knew it was going to be a
wonderful weekend when you
heard the ladies checking into the
hotel.  It was all   “glad to see you”
and “how have you been?” All
smiles and laughter. 

Friday night was the welcom-
ing reception and what a welcome
party. It was a time to renew old
friendships and make new ones.
There was also karaoke and even if
you could not carry a tune, you
sang along anyway. When that
party was over we carried on the
fun in the hospitality room.

Saturday morning we began the
opening session as Robin Conley
called the meeting to order at 9:00
a.m. The theme for the convention
was the SEASONS OF YOUR
LIFE.  I finally realized that our
lives do have seasons. The speaker
was Rosi Schumacher and her topic
was Council of Catholic Women
for all seasons. I have heard Rosi
speak before and she is wonderful.
She told the story of how she

became involved with CCW and
what it has meant in her life. Then
a break for lunch and the next
speaker was Father Sal. It was good
to see him again as he reminded us
we are Women of Faith.

Here are a few concepts from
the speakers during the Saturday
sessions, and if you stop to think,
this is what Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women is all about. Do
you know what CIA really means?
How about CHRISTIANITY IN
ACTION?  We are Women of Faith
sharing our love. MENTORING.
Membership needs a mentor. You
can’t ask someone to join CCW
without mentoring them and show-
ing them the way. Mentoring means
sharing the Black and White of
Council—-that is the By-laws and
Traditions of our organization.
Finally, we are Catholic and we
hide what we do. We really must
give ourselves credit for all that we
do.

Saturday night was a time to
honor the past presidents and we
did roll out the red carpet! It was a
night of glamour for the past presi-
dents. After dinner the karaoke was
in full swing. We have some very
good dancers in CCW. The line
dancing was a hit. I tried to follow,
but since I have two left feet, I did
not do very well, but it was fun try-

ing. Once that was over we contin-
ued on to the hospitality room for
more fun times.

Sunday morning we were all
ready for the day to begin. Father
Luke McLoughlin was the speaker.
He really gave us some statements
to think about. Here are a few: if
God is giving you your pay check,
are you giving God 100%?
Whatever you do becomes a prayer.
What I do today I will give God
100%, and finally one of the most
important things is that we trust
each other.

After lunch and a short break,
the next speaker was Sister Barbara
Cekosh. Her topic was the sacra-
ments. I do not have enough space
to cover her entire speech. Here are
a few points relating to the
Liturgical Year. LENT is a season
of renewal. At EASTER we unite
ourselves to the kingdom. ORDI-
NARY TIME is living as a daugh-
ter of God. One statement was very
profound to me: WHERE DID I
MEET GOD TODAY? Our pur-
pose is to become Christ in the
world with the saints and angels as
our models in faith. 

Sunday evening was the
Bishop’s Banquet. This was a time
for the ladies to put on their finery.
We put our best dress foot forward.

I am very proud to say Christ
the King Council of Catholic
Women did all the table decora-
tions, and a fine job we did. In
keeping with the convention theme
of the Seasons of our Lives,
Saturday’s lunch theme was hats
off to spring, and we decorated hats
with flowers and several of the
ladies wore their spring bonnets.
On Saturday night we honored past
presidents, and decorated the tables
with crowns and jewels. Each of
the ladies was escorted to center
stage. Sunday morning was the
autumn of our lives and the decora-
tions were clay pots with little
ghosts and fall leaves. Sunday night
was the winter of our lives and the
decorations were large snowflakes
with small snowmen and snow
ladies

I have not begun to cover all the
in-depth topics of the speakers nor
all the wonderful people I met, but
for those of you who could not
attend, you missed the most won-
derful weekend. Not only did we
have a good time, but it was a time
to reflect on our own lives and how
we handle the SEASONS OF OUR
LIVES.  Are we really earning our
paychecks and did we give GOD
our 100%? 

DCCW Convention
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by Justine Wadyko-Pangelinan and
Kelli Moneyhan

Christ the King’s American
Heritage Girls (AHG) Troop 1125
has been off to a great start during

our first year! The girls, ranging
from ages 5 to 16 have enjoyed a
variety of activities. They’ve
already earned several badges,
including Cooking, Cake

Decorating, Ancestor
Detector, All God’s
Children, Camping
Skills, and Physical
Fitness. They’ve also
learned about

c o r p o r a l
a n d
s p i r i t u a l
works of
mercy by
r e a c h i n g
out to
Harbor House this past
Advent. The girls
prepared baked goods
and Christmas cards for
the residents, and they
offered prayers on their
behalf. Our future looks

exciting! The first family camping
trip is scheduled for the weekend of
April 25. The AHG dads have taken
charge of shopping, menu planning

and cooking for this great
family adventure. We’ve
also partnered with Boy
Scout Troop 182. They
will mentor us in camping
skills and other scouting-
related activities. It is a
great opportunity for the
Boy Scouts to display
their leadership qualities
and outdoor expertise, and
we are
grateful to

benefit from their
knowledge. We look
forward to participating
in the upcoming Rosary
Procession at Christ the
King as well as a
Family Bike and Hike
Pilgrimage that will
benefit WQOP radio.
We’ll continue to
strengthen our faith

over the summer as we organize
beach and pool outings for the
families. The American Heritage
Girl experience is a great way for
girls and their families to work
toward building the authentic
Christian values we need to live out
our vocations. As scripture tells us,
“Faith without works is dead”
(James 2:26). We’d love for you to
join us!

American Girl Troop 1125

by Dennis J. McLaughlin

Last Tuesday, Seurat, my
Australian Shepherd, died of
injuries from a hit-and-run
accident. I was very fond of this
creature as a member of my close
family in Jacksonville; myself,
Seurat and Padrig, a Pembrooke
Corgi, also herder of cattle.
Anyway, here is Seurat’s story:

It all began about 15 years ago.
I was driving through the Nevada
desert mountains returning to Las
Vegas from an inspection of a
project in Boise, ID. I was tired and
slowed to a stop when I saw a cloud
of dust rising over a ridge, pulled
off and saw a herd of about 150
tightly held sheep, tended by a
cowboy, sitting on his horse, with
his leg over the saddle, smoking a
cigarette. I asked him how he was
able to control his herd so well. His
Peruvian accent did not provide an
answer. He pointed toward the herd
and an Australian Shepherd, with
eyes, white from kicking hoofs,
circling around the herd. A more
beautiful variably colored coated
dog I had never seen. The herd had
been in the mountains for three
months and was returning to the
ranch. The dog was responsible for
the herd, night and day. I was
impressed.

Seven years later, while visiting
at a local pet shop on one of

Pamela’s frequent tours in Vegas, I
was stunned to find, laying in one
of the pet stalls, an exact puppy re-
creation of this awesome desert
creature. It was an Australian
Shepherd Blue Merle as seen seven
years before. It looked up at me
with the same intense look in his
eyes, the same combination of
colors—-white chest, spotted,
black on white coat, laced with
beige. It reminded me of the
pointillist painting of impressionist
painter, George Seurat....but minus
the white eyes. 

Ever since bringing him home,
I have had a terrible sense of guilt
for curtailing this intelligent,
athletic animal, and making him a
pet, denying him his natural
birthright of performing deeds of
bravery in the wilderness,
protecting the herd, challenging
wolves, all the things he was bred
to do. Not to be denied Seurat, with
awesome sound sensitivity, sensed
the “dragons” riding around on
bikes on the street in front or the
“devil” power mowers on the other
side of the fence in backyard. His
bark brought a challenge to the
offenders. It was his job to watch at
the window and I tried not to deny
it to him. I have such deep respect
for this. When the mailman came
every day at the same time, he was
ready and I would let him out into
the fenced yard where he had better
look. No neighbors complained
more than once, when they realized
the absence of crime in the
neighborhood.

This nine-year old, Seurat died
doing what he was bred to do,
chasing sheep, and was hit by a car,
disappearing through a door,
carelessly left open. I will always
feel responsible for my failure. His
wounds were not apparent until he
became very subdued. I took him to

the vet, who later called the next
morning, after surgery and said that

Seurat’s liver was failing from the
savage skin injury and could not be
saved. I took his brother/
companion, Padrig, the Corgi, to
see Seurat, laying on the vets table.
Seurat eyed him before he died.
Awfully sad. 

I realize he was only a dog; but
his noble identity as a creature of
God, after nine years of an every-
day presence, sealed his place in
my heart. 

Seurat’s Story



by Charm Saults

Tim Johnson brought the
Christ the King boys’ softball
team all the way to the playoffs
four times before winning. The
fifth time, he finally was able to
bring them to a victory on April
26, 2013. Christ the King won the
championship over Holy Spirit,
beating them by one point. It was

a very exciting game, one that kept everyone  on the edge of their seats.
First inning - Holy Spirit did not score, Christ the King came in with

three runs.
Second inning - Holy Spirit came back strong, scoring seven runs.

Christ the King scored two runs.
Third inning - Holy Spirit did not score. Christ the King came back

with three runs.

Fourth inning - Holy Spirit scored three runs, bringing them to ten.
Christ the King did not score.

Fifth inning - Holy Spirit scored three more runs bringing them to 13.
Christ the King came up and played to a 13 - 13 tie. With two outs,
Matthew Johnson hit a double down the middle. Ben Guzone came up and
with a 1/1 count hit a line drive through center field. Matthew did not wait
to run.  Never looking back, he slid into home base, scoring the winning
run. The eighth graders were going out in a “blaze of glory.” 

Tim is very proud of the boys and their hard work. He is retiring from
coaching after thirteen years. Tim had also served as president of the ath-
letic association for eight and a half years. His dedication and hard work
will be sorely missed.

Tim commented, “I don’t know that I did anything special as a coach.
We simply reinforced the fundamentals and taught them the power of
belief, knowing all along that with a good amount of hard work and deter-
mination that we could get it done in the end.  I am very proud to have
been a part of this team and the Christ the King family for so many years.”
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Going Out in a Blaze of Glory

by Sue Pietrusza

Congratulations to Christ the
King girls’ softball team. This year
the team earned the title of Division
Champions with a regular season

record of 7-1. With smiles on their
faces and determination in their
hearts, the Lady Ravens went on to
win the first two rounds of the play-
offs and met up with St. Matthew’s
in the championship game on
Friday, April 26. The team ended
up League Champion Runner Ups
as they were defeated in that final
game. Coached by Dave Williams,
the girls ended the season behind
their small, yet strong pitcher,
Jodasea Peterson with a final

record of 9-2. Congratulations to
Lana Farhat, MaCayla Harrell,
Sarah Pietrusza, Hannah Williams,
Madison Yates, Meghan Benson,
Hailey Hightower, Isabel Suazo,
Hope Barras, Jodasea Peterson,

Alyssa Pavek, Amira Springfield,
Megan Yates, Brook Pavek, Emilie
Chinault, Gilli Garner and Kylie
Wnorowski. Thank you, ladies, for
being part of this team and sharing
your determination, your great atti-
tudes, your outstanding athletic
abilities and talents, and most
importantly your friendship. It was
a great season!

Girls Division Champs Our Trip to Nationals

By Pat Setser

Our Southside Tennis Team won the Super Senior 6.0 Division for the
State in April 2012. The team was composed of eight players, 60 and
older. At that time, one of our players had a broken wrist and could not
compete. We did not learn when or where the national tournament would
be played until the fall of 2012. We had decisions to make. Would we go?
Who would go? Would we have enough players who would be financial-
ly and physically well enough to go? What about the health of our fami-
ly members?

Then two players said they would not be going and that left us with
the minimum number to compete. Our captain had a hamstring injury
after Christmas and had physical therapy. She improved. We were still
undecided. We determined that March 1, 2013 would be our decision
deadline.  Just a few days before the first, I received an email saying that
tickets to AZ had been purchased by two team members. We were going
– the decision had been made. I had said all along, “At our age, this is a
once in a lifetime opportunity.” The rest of the team purchased plane tick-
ets and one of our members traded a week at her condo for a house for the
team in Surprise. We were going to have a few practices with Coach
Harrell.  At the first practice, one player told me she was having heart
issues. And just two weeks later she needed a pacemaker. Now we had
only five players. Then one of the players who had earlier opted out,
agreed to play. So again, we had the minimum six players.

On April 21, we played our first match against Albany, NY at 9:00
a.m., our second match was against Cape Cod,  MA at noon and the fol-
lowing day we played Austin, TX at 8:00 a.m. We had to wait until the
afternoon to find out if we made the quarter finals. It turned out we need-
ed one more win to be in the quarter finals. The Austin team advanced to
the semifinals and were then beaten by York, PA with tie breakers in each
of the lines. York, PA ended up winning the tournament on Sunday with
a tie breaker against Annapolis, MD.

At the Captain’s meeting on Thursday, it was noted 375,000 people
compete in USTA tennis each year and only 5000 will compete in the
National Tournaments. Surprise, AZ is outside Phoenix and the landscape
is pretty flat. Who would have thought this journey would take us through
so many ups and downs, twists and turns to get there? And I am glad we
made the trip!
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by Frank Becht, PGK

First Friday Mass
First Friday Mass on March 1

was a hurry-up Mass by Monsignor
Danaher as people from Ireland
were awaiting him. Monsignor
celebrated his 60th anniversary in
the priesthood at 4:45pm at Holy
Family Parish on Saturday, March
2. Everyone was invited and the
turnout was huge. A reception
followed with great food and
fellowship. Congratulations to
Monsignor for his very dedicated
life as a priest. Council 4727 is
especially appreciative of his
dedication to the Knights of
Columbus for he has served as
Council Chaplin since 1990. In
fact, Monsignor Danaher started
the First Friday Mass which
continues as a valued tradition for
the Council. Thank you
Monsignor!

Resurrection’s “A Day for Men”
A retreat for men, “A Day for

Men,” was held at Resurrection on

February 16, beginning with Mass
at 8:00 a.m. followed by
registration and coffee and donuts.
A buffet lunch was served. The
speakers for the day included
Bishop Felipe Estevez, 4th degree
Knight Gus Carlson, Father Donald
Khawng Lum from Burma, and
Pastor Steven Zehler. There was a
huge turnout of over 300 men.
Robert Roldan, a brother knight
and member of Resurrection,
spearheaded this very successful
event.  

Women’s Retreat, Resurrection
A women’s retreat was also

held at Resurrection one week later
on February 23. The Knights of
Columbus provided the ladies with
a continental breakfast. Brother
Steve Bell organized the breakfast
for the ladies.  

Brotherly Care
Brotherly Care is a monthly

program that follows Mass on the
third Saturday of the month. This is
under the direction of Brother

Knight Ramon Day. Visits are
made to the sick and homebound
following 8:00 a.m. Mass.

Corporate Communion
The Council Corporate

Communion was held at the 11:00
a.m. Mass at Christ the King.
Members were asked to wear their
K of C shirts and sit together at
Mass. Following Mass, dinner was
served at the Council Hall on the
Arlington Expressway.

Forty Days for Life
Forty Days for Life has

sponsored several events during the
Lenten period to support Pro-life.
Christ the King and Council 4727
have stood in opposition to Planned
Parenthood on Powers Avenue
from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. on each
Monday during Lent. On March 16,
there were over 300 Christians
from many faiths including Bishop
Felipe Estevez of the Diocese of St.
Augustine, Father Amar of Christ
the King, 4th Degree Knights of
Columbus and numerous other

clergy in attendance. Bishop Neil
Lebhar from the Anglican Atlantic
Diocese and Bishop Dozier of
Jacksonville were in attendance. 

Annual Golf Tournament
The annual Golf tournament

sponsored by Bishop W. Thomas
Larkin Council 4727 was held on
May 5, 2013 at Deerfield Lakes
Golf Course. This is the major fund
raising event with proceeds given
to local charities. The committee
sponsoring this event is Jim
Bonitatibus, chairman, John
Klinkenberg, and Ralph Mosley.
Dinner, numerous awards and
prizes followed at 6:00 p.m.

K’Cees Korner
The following slate of officers

has been presented by the
nominating committee. Voting took
place at the April 9 meeting:

President-Laura Morris
Vice President-Bernie Klepac
Secretary-Diana Morris
Treasurer-Susan Lutheran

Knightly News

4th Degree Exemplification
The annual 4th Degree exempli-

fication was again held at the Marriot
Hotel at Southpoint in Jacksonville on
March 1 and 2. It involved a weekend
of celebration for 12 members of
Council 4727 who became 4th Degree
Knights. Council 4727 welcomes you
and thanks you for your dedication to
the principles of Knighthood.

100 MAN MARCH
On March 23 at 8:30 a.m., the Knights of Columbus participated in the 100 Man March

sponsored by the Prince of Peace Catholic Church on Bennett Road. The challenge was to march 3.8
miles with a 40 lb. backpack. The purpose was to witness publicly to the sanctity of life and our
obligation to be spiritual leaders of families. Registration fees were charged to benefit Women’s Help
Center, Emergency Pregnancy Services and WQOP(AM 1460-Catholic Radio).



Easter Egg Hunt
The annual Children’s

Easter Egg Hunt was held
at Christ the King play-
ground on March 30 from
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Brother John Lewis and
family chaired the event
again this year. A fabulous
picnic followed with
prizes.
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Family Dinner
At the family dinner on February 26, a special tribute

was made to Jim “Bonnie” Bonitatibus, PGK, by Grand
Knight John Morrissey. Jim Bonnie was our Knight of
Columbus insurance representative for 28 years. Following
this, PGK Frank Becht presented 4th Degree Knight-to-be
Scott Lutheran, with a 4th Degree sword provided by the
family of deceased Knight Don Oliveria.

Family night dinner on March 26 again honored PGK
Jim Bonnie with special presentations from his boss and
other members of the Knights of Columbus Insurance
Program.

K of C Squires
Columbian Circle 2121 held its annual fundraiser at the Council Hall

on February 17 for the Arlington Community Center. They were assist-
ed in preparing a delicious spaghetti dinner by Council members
Michael Stirna and Nick Klepac. 

Soup Kitchen
On Friday, March 29, peanut butter and jelly sandwich-

es were prepared at the Council Hall by members to be
served to the homeless and needy at the St. Francis Soup
Kitchen at Immaculate Conception Church on Saturday
March 30.

Christ the King Country Store
Council 4727 Knights cooked hot

dogs and hamburgers to support
Christ the King School fund raiser on
April 13 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

St. Patrick’s Day
Dinner
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Cub Scout Pack 5
by Don Hoyt

The year for the Cub Scouts of Pack 5 at Christ the King Catholic
Church is coming to a close. It has been a fun and exciting year for the
boys.  Den and pack meetings were full of activities, projects and
camping, with places to go and see. 

A trip to Crooked River State Park included hiking, bird watching and
a nature program that allowed the scouts to touch live alligators, snakes
and lizards.

We had a district camping trip to Camp Echockotee. At this event the
scouts learned gun, bow and arrow safety and had the opportunity to
shoot both. They had rope tying, catapult building, physical fitness,
basketball, map and compass and many other activities. Also at this event,
we had a crossover ceremony for our WEBELOS II (Boys going into the
fifth grade) from Cub Scouts to Boy Scouts. 

Daytona International Speedway was our next stop. We watched the
Rolex cars practice on the track, had speedway and garage tours and then
fishing in Lake Lloyd, which is located in the infield of the track. 

The next trip was to Osceola National Forest and the Olustee Battle
reenactment. There we had the opportunity to walk through the
Confederate and Union camps and see how military life was during the
Civil War. The battle reenactment was enjoyed not only by the scouts but
the parents as well.

Where would a year of cub scouts be without the Pinewood Derby?
The boys, along with the help from their parents, take a block of wood
and design and build a race car. Race day was great fun with everyone
being a winner. 

A little culture is always a good thing with a trip to the symphony. The
scouts had the opportunity to play and see how musical instruments work.
A guided tour of Jacoby Symphony Hall at the Times-Union Center for
the Performing Arts was quite a treat. All enjoyed the performance by the
Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra.

The Tigers (first grade) have been busy at the den meetings with
assorted crafts and activities. Their latest project is a volcano that has
taken several meetings to complete.

The Wolfs (second grade) have had trips to The Cummer Museum and
Home Depot workshops. They have been busy with many den projects,
not to mention practicing skits that they perform in costume at our Pack
meetings.

The Bears (third grade) have been learning different skills, such as the
proper and safe use of a pocketknife. They used what they learned about
the use of tools to build a soapbox derby car that they got to drive in the
parking lot.

Our WEBELOS (fourth grade) have been working all year to meet the
requirements to earn their WEBELOS badge and move on to Boy Scouts.
They are now working on their communication skills, learning to sign the
Boy Scout motto, slogan and their own name. Our WEBELOS have also
learned the motto and slogan in Spanish.

The year will end with a council camping trip to Camp Shands in
April, an evening and day at Adventure Landing, and a crossover
ceremony to the next Cub Scout rank. 

75th Annual Catholic Boy Scout of the Year
By Chris Smith, Troop 5 Scout Leader

Christ the King (CTK) has produced many outstanding youths in its
history. We at Christ the King Boy Scouts are very lucky to be able to
claim such a wonderful young man as their own.  Christopher Luyando is
a product of CTK and wonderful, loving parents, Rose and Louis
Luyando. He is a young man of integrity, honesty, academic prowess,
leadership, and humility.

Christopher is currently the Senior Patrol Leader of CTK’s very own
Troop 5 and he takes his responsibilities very seriously.  Last summer he
attended National Youth Leadership Training and has made the
development of the younger scouts a priority.  He plans activities that will
afford the younger scouts opportunities to advance and learn. He has been
honored with the Bruce Seldon Memorial Award as the outstanding
Catholic Boy Scout of the Year. He is in the honor society for Boy Scouts
known as the Order of the Arrow (OA). Admission into this honor society
only occurs if your fellow scouts believe you have earned the opportunity
by serving others. He has also earned the honor of “Brotherhood” in the
OA while at the same time starting Bishop Kenny High school as a
freshman and keeping his academics a high priority. While balancing all
of his extracurricular activities, Christopher has been able to earn 39 merit
badges for topics as diverse as environmental science and personal
finance.

Christopher is a Life Scout, which is one advancement from Eagle
Scout, the highest honor and achievement Boy Scouts can earn. He is

currently working on his Eagle project, which will greatly enhance the
CTK school science department by providing the school with an outdoor
science classroom for environmental studies.

Overall, Christ the King has an outstanding young man to call its own.
Christopher’s integrity, intelligence, and leadership will take him far and
it will guide many others to follow his example.



by Deidre Hicks

“God’s not dead, he’s surely
alive. He’s living on the inside,
roaring like a lion.”  This was the
song shouted out with joy by the
entire Christ the King school dur-
ing their day of spiritual retreat.
Kindergarten through eighth grade
spent the day on a journey reflect-
ing on the messages from the C.S.
Lewis novel, The Voyage of the

Dawn Treader. The entire school
faculty and staff, led by Principal
Stephanie Chinault, along with
Father Amar, Mrs. Tina Harrell,
and Deacon Richard Pagano, par-
ticipated in this exciting day.

The kids rotated through sever-
al different stations that were
designed to make the connection
between “The Journey of the Dawn
Treader” and the path we all need

to follow to deepen our relationship
with God. 

In the church at station one, an
amazing replica of the Dawn
Treader ship was built and assem-
bled around a set of pews. As cap-
tain of the ship, Deacon Richard
Pagano charted a course toward
Aslan (Jesus). Deacon Richard told
the students that the ship represent-
ed the Church and that they were on
the sea of God’s love. He reminded
them that it was up to them if they
wanted to stay on the boat and to
follow the three gifts they received
from God at Baptism—-faith, love
and hope. Faith is our anchor, Hope
is the sail that keeps us moving, and
Love keeps us together. Deacon
Richard ended his uplifting talk
with this request, “God needs you. I
need you. To stay safe, you must be
in the boat, be in the Church.” 

At station two, the kids spent
time with Tina Harrell as she taught
the kids the day’s theme song,
“God’s Not Dead” by the News
Boys. Again, the kids were remind-
ed to keep hope and faith alive by
praying, going to church and look-
ing to friends, family, and teachers
for help. The kids were rocking out
by the end of their time with Ms.
Tina.

During their art time at station
three, students made small posters
that represented the virtues they
want to practice, such as self-con-
trol, kindness, and empathy. Role
playing at station four, helped the
kids to act out these virtues.  

Midway through the day, the
school met back in the gym to
watch a clip of The Voyage of the
Dawn Treader movie. After that,
many of the students moved on to
another station where they had to

make a choice between two items.
This choice determined if they
went to heaven or hell. In heaven,
they were treated to flowers and
bubbles and light. In hell they were
met in darkness by all of the seven
wordly sins; anger, gluttony,
envy…. Other students dressed up
and acted out this scary scene very
convincingly. They were brought to
hell and chained up.  This was a
very tangible way for the kids to
understand the importance of all
their choices. 

Back in the church, Deacon
Richard ended the day with more
words of encouragement to stay on
the good path on their journey to
Aslan’s country. 

The exciting and uplifting day
ended with a rousing school-wide
performance of God Is Not Dead. It
was truly a heartwarming and spe-
cial day! 
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Christ the King School Spiritual Retreat

“The Journey of the Dawn Treader”

President’s Honor
Jeffrey Dela Cruz 10
Christopher Luyando 9
Carolyn Morgan 9
William Morgan 11
Royce Reyes 11
Kaitlyn Tackett 12
David Williams 9
Kelly Wolfe 10
David Yarborough 11

Principal’s Honor
Harrison Abercrombie  9
Austin Asher 12
Shelby Asher 9
John Ashley 10
Austin Boyd 12
Darby Clower 12
Brandon Diaz 11
Matthew Dinh 11
Emily Duncan 9
Julia Eason 10
Palmer Frye 12
Jenny Green 10
Stephanie Grochmal 12
Hailey Guinn 10
Gabriella Holbrook 9
Rachel House 10
Joshua Johnson 10

Bishop Kenny Honor Roll

3rd Quarter, 2012-13
Nicholas Johnson 10
Rebecca Jones 11
Ezekiel Juego 11
Cassidy Lewis 10
David Longenecker 10
Mathew Lynch 10
Donna Mahfouz 10
Kelli Maroney 11
John McCrone 11
Cody McElveen 10
Ryan Mollenhour 11
Michael O’Connell 9
Sean Olinto 9
Janel Clarisse Palomo10
Steven Pietrusza, Jr. 12
Chelsea Pollett 11
Andy Quach 9
Alexandra Richer 11
Jennifer Saliba 9
Christina Schmitt 11
Megan Schroder 10
Madison Shaw 11
Erica Stanfill 10
Emily Tackett 9
Aleeza Tecson 12
Jennifer Vega 9
JohnLuke Vega 12
Katherine Wnuk 9

Bishop John Snyder High School

Third Quarter Honors

Tiffany Barras                Rachalyn Hudson

Our middle school students were asked how they feel when they pray.

They entered their responses in Word Cloud program. The larger the

word, the more often it appeared in their response.
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by Dennis McLaughlin

One day you will come to grips with the subtle and not so subtle
changes that have begun to create the prison of old age. The aging that
starts at birth has not shown its teeth. There is still time. You postpone the
thoughts of being old and unproductive and looking unattractive and
continue to enjoy the pleasures and joys of a youthful advancing golden
age.

Signs of maturity slow the pace of life. Retirement steals the goals, the
titles, the adulation of peers and control of your family. You have become
a member of a rapidly growing number of people living longer with
greater needs: elderly people who are no longer considered a source of the
practical knowledge that the young need to survive. Who needs old folks
when we have Google?

A word to the wise—-upon seeing an elder struggling with his
mobility, take care to honor him with a smile and extend your presence
and esteem. Share a joyful story. If you desire your elder years to be
golden, develop a mystical touch. Begin touching everything in your life,
including your health, with mindful awareness and a grateful blessing.
Apply your mystical touch to the persons you love; turn dull common
things into gleaming treasure. Create your ending years rich with
contentment.

The essence of these later years is loss. The gain of age foretells a loss
of hair, teeth, eyesight and hearing. Loss of mobility and that most
dreaded loss—-memory. Anticipating these losses as a part of life can help
you gracefully embrace them. And then with increased wisdom you will
better see another vision, one wherein the mystic Jesuit Pere Teilhard de
Chardin says the loss of bodily and mental abilities of old age is but the
Creator carving out large cavities in us to fill them up with God. Instead
of begrudgingly entering your slow decline, see it with the eyes of God as
an act of Divine Love. Our Beloved’s all-encompassing love from the
beginning has nothing to do with a youthful body or the intellect of a
scholar. You are unconditionally loved, even with a no-longer-perfect
body and forgetful mind. 

Teilhard’s grace-filled insight becomes an awesome challenge. The
bottom line of this mystical wisdom is that each trial of aging becomes a
divine assignment. One such assignment might be the daily routine of
taking medications. This disagreeable pill-taking can be gracefully
engaged in the spirituality of the Hopi Indians of the southeast, who
believe that all medicine should be taken with a prayer or a meditation.

The days of being elderly are times to prevent behavior diseases of
nasty impatience and moody grumpiness; pessimistic cynicism towards
youth and nostalgia of reminiscence. Take a vow to disavow indulging in
any one of them. Gird yourself against a sneak attack and if already
involved, instantly yank out your griping like a rotten tooth. Honest self-
examination is the best prophylactic for the old age pestilence of
complaining about others. 

Later, dignity will be compromised. Help is required for the most
basic of personal tasks. Helpful medicine is prescribed by the Islamic
saint, Rumi, “Welcome difficulty into your life.” Learn the alchemy that
the moment you accept anything worthless, that thing turns to gold and
opens the door for you to see that your needs provide occasions for the
others to acquire the grace-filled gifts of caregiving. The mystical
Teilhard says, “Learn to love interior fragility and old age with its long
shadows and ever shrinking days ahead. And love diminishes and
declines.” A long life can be viewed as having more time to pray. When
in the midst of praying, let go and allow yourself to sink deeply into the
silent Divine Presence.

As the dying find few living examples of sharing the Easter victory of
Christ, they are challenged to become true followers of Jesus. Death
requires a sacred and daring trust. Of this courageous stance in the face of
dying, Teilhard says in his Hymn of the Universe, “Blessed, above all, be
death and the horror of falling back through death into the cosmic forces.”

Yet, as night must fall so the sun must rise. There is a crack in the wall
where light glows through. When the damp and sodden log has belched
forth its ugly dirt and smoke, it finally catches fire. “Come, Holy Spirit.
Fill the hearts of the faithful and enkindle them with the fire of your divine
love.” Let go of what binds us! And expose our minds and hearts to the
Light of God wiping away the walls that guard our vulnerability, opening
the way to the peace of God.

Arise, my love, my dove, my beautiful one
And come away;
For now the winter is past
The rain is over and gone.
The flowers appear on the earth; 
The time for singing has come,
And the voice of the turtledove 
Is heard in our land.
The fig tree puts forth its fruit,
And the vines, in bloom,

Give forth its fragrance.
Arise, my love, my beautiful one,
And come away.  Song of Songs 2 10:13

In this reflection I have tried to present a
true image of an advancing old age, even if
that included some of the darker and
depressive aspects.  Twelve brief lines from
Shakespeare’s King Lear bring this essay to a
close. At 80 years old, King Lear speaks to his
daughter Cordelia. Read slowly these
beautiful lines:

No! No! No! No! Come, let’s away to the
prison:
We too alone will sing like birds i’ the cage.

When thou dost ask me blessing, I’ll kneel down,
And ask of thee forgiveness. so we’ll live,
And pray, and sing, and tell old tales, and Laugh
At golden butterflies and hear poor rogues
Talk of court news, and we’ll talk with them too.
Who loses and who wins; who’s in who’s out;
And take upon’s the mystery of things,
As if they were God’s spies: and we’ll wear out,
In a wall’d confine, packs and sects of great ones.
That ebb and flow by the moon.

Old age is a time for asking forgiveness; for gratitude and prayer; for
singing and telling of old tales. In the last years of our lives, we become
like God’s watchmen as we enter into the mystery of things and laugh at
the gossip of poor rogues who are still obsessed with who’s in and who’s
out; who wins and who loses at court, in the endless ebb and changes of
the fickle old moon.

No! No! No! No! to self-pity and yearning to be young!
Come let us away to prison.

Adapted from Aging and the Paschal Mystery, An essay by Edward Hays
Jesuit priest, Edward Hays is a contemporary writer of a collection of 30
fiction, poetry, essays of incarnational and ecumenical spirituality, that
included a bi-monthly series in the National Catholic Reporter. Father
Edward is over 80 years of age. His latest “historical fiction” Pilate’s
Prisoner.

Aging and the Paschal Mystery

Father Richard J. Pagano

May the Lord bless you in your work

May He give you the strength

to meet your needs

And to always know the 

contentment and joy of sharing

His Good News with others


