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C o u r i e rC o u r i e r

by Carol Ann Black

Bishop Estevez recently addressed a pastoral

letter to his parishioners in the diocese of St.

Augustine. Father Thanh asked that Courier

include the letter and /or conversation about this

letter. To include the full text would overwhelm

this issue. So I agreed to do the conversation -

you do know that I like to talk. First, I want to

say that Come, Live in the Light is neither long

nor hard to read, and I would recommend that

you take a copy from the gathering area and

enjoy the half hour it might take you to enjoy

the Bishop’s own words.

My first impression of Come, Live in the

Light was its readability and straightforward

simplicity. Bishop Estevez began by defining

his title and explaining his desire for us to walk

as ‘children of light’, which “means that

together we seek to know the gift of our faith so

that we can bring Christ’s light to those who

dwell in darkness - to those who do not know

him or have somehow forgotten him. This is the

Church’s primary mission - evangelization.”

Pope Benedict XVI tells us “The church does

not engage in proselytism. Instead, she grows by

attraction: just as Christ draws all to himself by

the power of his love…so the

church…accomplishes her works in spiritual

and practical imitation of the love of her Lord.”

Bishop Estevez reminds us that he conducted listening sessions last summer, and came away with appreciation of the

activities in the diocese that contribute to successful evangelization - religious education programs in the parishes; RCIA; Adult

Ministry Formation; Marywood, Catholic Charities and St. Vincent’s Health Care, summer camps for the disabled; activities like

Cursillo and CRHP (Christ Renews His Parish), the annual Eucharistic Congress, conferences for Catholic men and women.

Then comes the meat of the project - to increase our commitment to growing our faith community, and to accomplish this by

means of three goals - to Proclaim the Gospel; Enrich Parish Life; Engage Young Adults.

To Proclaim the Gospel is to share the faith with all those we meet, bearing witness by attending Mass on a regular basis and

serving those in need. It also means that we must “sustain our Catholic schools and religious education programs and remain

open to new ways to accomplish this vital mission. One way to do this is to engage the business community by building coalitions

with those who recognize the value and unique mission of Catholic education.” “You requested a more collaborative spirit and

improved communication between our parishes and institutions of the diocese. Over the next three years I will work to implement

a communications plan to improve the overall effectiveness of conveying the faith to all. I will give special attention to our clergy

by providing them resources and ways to explore ‘Best Practices’ to effectively proclaim the Gospel during the homily and in

their one-on-one ministry.”

Come, Live in the Light
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that people can use this information to bring them closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two

of  God's many gifts, and through Christ the King Courier parishioners can share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King

Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message

of the Gospel of Christ.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as

exemplifying the content and character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility,

gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.  The Lord has

forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in

your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to

refuse articles, poetry, advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials

submitted for publication.

Pope Francis has published his first encyclical Lumen Fidei, the Light
of Faith, for the Year of Faith, completing Pope Emeritus Benedict’s
series of encyclicals on the Theological Virtues, Faith, Love, and Hope.
Pope Francis writes the following about the Year of Faith:

Christ, on the eve of his passion, assured Peter: “I have prayed for you
that your faith may not fail” (Lk 22:32). He then told him to strengthen
his brothers and sisters in that same faith. Conscious of the duty entrusted
to the Successor of Peter, Benedict XVI proclaimed the present Year of
Faith, a time of grace which is helping us to sense the great joy of
believing and to renew our wonder at the vast horizons which faith opens
up. We can then profess that faith in its unity and integrity, faithful to the
memory of the Lord and sustained by his presence and by the working of
the Holy Spirit. The conviction, born of a faith which brings grandeur and
fulfillment to life, a faith centered on Christ and on the power of his grace,
inspired the mission of the first Christians. In the acts of the martyrs, we
read the following dialogue between the Roman prefect Rusticus and a
Christian named Hierax: “‘Where are your parents?’ the judge asked the
martyr. He replied: ‘Our true father is Christ, and our mother is faith in
him.’”

For those early Christians, faith, as an encounter with the living God
revealed in Christ, was indeed a “mother,” for it had brought them to the
light and given birth within them to divine life, a new experience and a
luminous vision of existence for which they were prepared to bear public
witness to the end.

In God’s gift of faith, a supernatural infused virtue, we realize that a
great love has been offered us, a good word has been spoken to us, and
that when we welcome that word, Jesus Christ the Word made flesh, the
Holy Spirit transforms us, lights up our way to the future and enables us
joyfully to advance along that way on wings of hope. Thus wonderfully
interwoven, faith, hope and charity are the driving force of the Christian
life as it advances towards full communion with God. But what is it like,
this road which faith opens up before us? What is the origin of this
powerful light which brightens the journey of a successful and fruitful
life?

I believe, as Pope Francis mentioned it time and again especially at the
World Youth Day celebrations, it is a call for New Evangelization. The
New Evangelization calls each of us to deepen our faith, believe in the
Gospel message and go forth to proclaim the Gospel. The focus of the
New Evangelization calls all Catholics to be evangelized and then go
forth to evangelize. In a special way, the New Evangelization is focused
on re-proposing the Gospel to those who have experienced a crisis of
faith.

The 2008 Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA)
study “Sacraments Today: Belief and Practice Among U.S. Catholics . . .,”
provides a glimpse into the beliefs, practices and attitudes of U.S.
Catholics. According to the study, only 23% of U.S. Catholics regularly
attend Mass once a week, while 77% self-identify as proud to be Catholic.
These statistics point to the need for the New Evangelization.

Often we hear people giving reasons for not practicing their faith.
Common among them are: I grew up Catholic, but for some reason I just
sort of stopped going to Church…

I just moved to a new city, I tried going to a couple different parishes,
but I never really felt welcomed...

After my marriage ended, I felt uncomfortable around my family,
friends and parish…

I just don’t understand why the Church teaches what it does! Some
teachings seem so outdated…

I tried to contact my parish about getting married but no one got back
to me…

How often do we fail to realize that we are called to be Christ’s
witnesses to the world? How often do we reach out to our missing
brothers and sisters by inviting them to join us at Mass or by asking why
they no longer feel welcomed at Church? Did you know that through our

baptism, we are called
to proclaim the Good
News to all people,
everywhere and at all
times.

Sometimes you
must have experienced
a similar situation in
your life.  If you have
experienced one of
these situations or
thoughts, you are not
alone. The Church
wants you to know that
you are a child of God,
called by name,
precious in his eyes
and loved by him (Is.
43:1,4). The Church
also wants you to
know that you are
missed. When one
member of the Body of
Christ suffers, the
entire Body of the
Church suffers.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI called for the re-proposing of the Gospel
“to those regions awaiting the first evangelization and to those regions
where the roots of Christianity are deep but who have experienced a
serious crisis of faith due to secularization.” The New Evangelization
invites each Catholic to renew their relationship with Jesus Christ and His
Church.

“The parish is where the Church lives. Parishes are communities of
faith, of action, and of hope. They are where the Gospel is proclaimed and
celebrated, where believers are formed and sent to renew the earth.
Parishes are the home of the Christian community; they are the heart of
our Church. Parishes are the place where God’s people meet Jesus in word
and sacrament and come in touch with the source of the Church’s life.”

“… They called the Church together and reported what God had done
with them and how he had opened the door of faith…” (Acts 14: 27) In
the Acts of the Apostles we learn that God has opened the door of faith for
the early Church. But did you know that God has opened the door of faith
for each one of us and He invites us to step through the threshold into a
deeper relationship with Him. We are in the Year of Faith. And it is an
opportunity for every Catholic to turn towards Jesus Christ, encounter
Him in the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist and rediscover the Faith
and Church.

As we have been discussing, our Pope has invited all Catholics to
deepen their own faith and provide a living witness to the Good News of
Jesus Christ. The US Bishops have asked parishes to support this New
Evangelization by providing “encouragement to join parish prayer groups
and small faith communities and offering opportunities for lifelong faith
formation and catechesis, including reflection on Scripture.” In response
to this call, on September 12, 2013, Christ the King is launching a
phenomenal ministry for men – THAT MAN IS YOU! Centering on
applying spiritual and scriptural principles, men will explore the roles of
personal response to family leadership with which they are entrusted;
identify the obstacles to that leadership and the means for overcoming
them. This practical ministry is a must for men who understand that being
CATHOLIC involves responsibility, especially in this secularized society.
Check it out at ctkcatholic.com or call Tony Marinucci at 994-9123.
THAT MAN IS YOU! If not, who then? Mark your calendar:
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2013.
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Letters

Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier

certain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the

Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct

quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,

if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not

capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

Dear Christ the King Courier

Just reading your paper as my sister, Rosalie, and I are on the front
page at our First Communion day. All the stories are so good. I really
liked the last page about getting old - that is one thing we all have to face.
As Father Kelly said, “We are not put on earth to last forever, just to pass
through.”

So keep up the good work. I also liked Betty (Kuehl) and her story on
DCCW convention - knew her well, as I have served as past President at
St. Paul’s and we are a good group.

Marie Yvonne Foy

--------------

Editor’s 

Corner

Facebook note
taken from Christ the King Facebook page

What a wonderful Religious Education program we have at Christ the
King. My eldest son just received First Holy Communion this past
Sunday. My wife and I homeschool our children using a Catholic
homeschool curriculum, which is heavily focused on the Catholic faith, in
all subjects. And, while we felt confidant with his progression towards the
Sacraments of Penance and First Communion, after some guidance from
Father Thanh, we elected to supplement his homeschooling with the
guidance of the Religious Education program. The Religious Education
teachers he has had, Mrs. Yip (last year for 1st grade) and Mrs. McClellan
(this year for 2nd grade in the Sacramental year), have both contributed
so largely to his Catholic formation, and have far exceeded our
expectations. I am amazed at the depth, content and amount of Catholic
education that is provided the children in such a small window. He has
had his Catholic education supplemented well past my wildest
expectation. Next year, he will enter the 3rd grade program, while my
daughter begins this wonderful journey. 

To the Director of the Religious Education program, Lucille Guzzone,
his past teachers, Mrs. Yip and Mrs. McClellan - my heartfelt gratitude for
the impact you have provided my eldest. To the remaining teachers, I
greatly anticipate the guidance you will have in my children’s faith walk.
And I thank everyone within the Religious Education program for their
unwavering dedication to the children of our Catholic faith.

“Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not
turn from it.”
-Proverbs 22:6

Robert Riker

Missionaries of the Poor say “Thank You, Christ the King!”

submitted by Laurie Plotz

MOP wants to thank us for all the food donated in January.  These
pictures show that it was put to good use and was much needed.  In
addition to our youth visiting this summer, a MOP priest will visit us in
late October.  It’s a wonderful thing when two groups come together to
help the less fortunate of this world.  THANKS AGAIN!

--------------

The byword of this issue of the
Courier is thank you. So many of
our articles and comments are
expressions of gratitude to God, to
friends, to family for the multitude of
blessings in our lives. The letters on
page three say thank you for
donations and support of Missionaries of the Poor and for our religious
education program for children. The members of the youth group thanked
Christ the King parishioners for their financial and prayerful support as
they embarked on their mission trip to Kingston, Jamaica, to work
alongside the Missionaries of the Poor. And they expressed gratitude for
the example of the brothers in their unstinting efforts to care for these
poorest of the poor. The ministry dinner awards expressed the gratitude of
our parish for the dedication of the ministry of the year, volunteers of the
year, and our distinguished award couple. 

One of our most interesting articles comes from Bob Vergenz, who
hasn’t written for Courier in a while. This is the first of a series about
saints of the very early church. He has chosen to include saints according
to their feast days as they coincide with the upcoming calendar and the
publishing dates for the various issues of the paper. Be sure to read Matt
Daniel’s initial offering for the Courier and learn a little about his
background in music and music ministry. Finally, with regard to the
activities of our school-aged children, be sure to catch up on the
victorious season our CKAA baseball team enjoyed and then check out
the activities of the Christ the King School girls organizations-the
American Heritage Girls and the Girl Scouts.

Back to thank you on a personal level. I want to thank God for the
gift of the friendships that I have enjoyed this summer. Friendships
unexpectedly renewed with college friends I hadn’t seen in over fifty
years. The friendship of my son-in-law and his open-hearted family, old
and young, and the week together to celebrate a major birthday.  Finally,
for the friendship of this wonderful parish.  It is so refreshing to return to
Christ the King after a few weeks absence. This truly is home.

by Frank Japour

It is said that only two things are certain in our culture:  death and
taxes.  I’ll suggest a third:  change.  Once again, Christ the King Parish
will undergo a transition of leadership with the appointment of a new
pastor in February 2014.  As well, our Pastor, Father Thanh, will be on
sabbatical between August and December.  We are very blessed to have
two wonderful priests in the persons of Father Pawel Duda (Father
Pawel)  and Father Amarnanth Nagothu (Father Amar) to continue
serving the pastoral and administrative needs of our faith family in the
absence of our pastor.  This occasion presents yet another opportunity for
our faith family to demonstrate our commitment to serving Christ in our
support of those entrusted with our pastoral care “…as a welcoming
Catholic Community centering on the Eucharist and Stewardship as a
way of life.” Change is inevitable.  Let us embrace the coming change
with prayer, optimism, enthusiasm, and confidence that God will be
glorified through our community response to this impending change.

THY WILL BE

DONE….
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John Paul II – Second Miracle Approved

Taken from CatholicNewsAgency.com

Vatican City, Jun 19, 2013 / 12:19 pm

(CNA/EWTN News).

Theologians at the Congregation for the

Causes of Saints have approved a second

miracle granted through the intercession of

Blessed John Paul II, moving him closer to

being declared a saint.

“The proclamation of his sainthood needs

only the approval of the commission of

cardinals and bishops and the final signature of

Pope Francis,” Italian news agency ANSA

reported June 18.

Before Blessed John Paul II can be

canonized, the Congregation must formally

approve the miracle and present it to Pope

Francis. Pope Francis would then promulgate

and celebrate the canonization.

The miracle was reportedly approved by
two doctors in April as having been a cure that
cannot be explained in natural terms.

On April 2, Monsignor Slawomir Oder,
postulator of the late pontiff’s cause for
canonization, told CNA that as a second miracle

was sought, “I chose a few cases and the
Congregation for the Causes of Saints chose one
of those, which they are currently evaluating.”

The Congregation for the Causes of the
Saints studies each case rigorously, to determine
that no scientific explanation for the miracle is
possible and that there is a direct relation to the
intercession of the possible saint in question.

Msgr. Oder had told Italian daily Avvenire
that alleged miracles worked through Blessed
John Paul II’s intercession had taken place in
Poland, Italy, Spain, the United States, Mexico,
Colombia and Brazil.

Benedict XVI beatified him on May 1,
2011, after a French nun, Sister Marie Simon-
Pierre, was miraculously cured of Parkinson’s
disease through his intercession.

ANSA speculates that Pope Francis might
canonize him on October 20, 2013.

Blessed John Paul II died a little over eight
years ago, on April 2, 2005. Since he was
beatified, his memorial has been celebrated, in
certain dioceses, on October 22, the anniversary
of his installation as Bishop of Rome.

Blessed John Paul II

intersession in

several countries.

Numbers to Call Upon

When Glenn Harmon visited Christ the King for the parish mission
this year, he left for our prayer and comfort, a list of Emergency
“Numbers to Call Upon.” A veritable scriptural 911 listing. Got a
problem? Here are my favorites from his longer list.  

Deacon Harmon followed his list with the following prayer of
Thomas Merton

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going, I do not see the road
ahead of me, I cannot know for certain where it will end…nor do I really
know myself, and the fact that I think I am following your will does not
mean that I am actually doing so.  But I believe that the desire to please
you does in fact please you. I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing
and I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road, though I
may know nothing about it. Therefore, I will trust you always, though I
may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are
ever with me and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.”

Scriptural 911List

When in sorrow………………………………….call John 14

When you are in danger………………………....call Psalm 91

When you are lonely and fearful………………..call Psalm 23

When you want peace and rest………………….call Matthew 11:25-30

When your prayers grow narrow and selfish……call Psalm 67

If your wallet is empty…………………………..call Psalm 37

If discouraged about your work…………………call Psalm 126

For a great opportunity………………………….call Isaiah 55

For Paul’s secret to happiness…………………..call Colossians 3:12-17

To Enrich Parish Life is to live the faith. “I believe we need to shift
our pastoral approach from maintenance to one of outreach, from
liturgical obligation to profoundly inspiring the celebration of liturgies
with the fullest participation of our faithful; and from caring for a few to
caring for many.

In order to assist this shift in our pastoral approach, we intend to
identify and publish over the next two years, five to seven local case
studies of ‘Best Practices’ that can be shared with sister parishes
throughout the diocese. One of which will be how to effectively invite and
welcome back our brothers and sisters who have left the church.” Bishop
Estevez also spoke of the many Catholics dealing with broken
relationships and how “our parishes can truly be beacons of hope and
provide the compassion of Christ to those in need.” He also would like to
help to bridge the gap that occurs as new ethnicities join our diocese and
our parishes, and encourage faithful stewardship of our parishes and our
communities.

To Engage Young Adults is to build the faith. “The family is the
fundamental building block of society, and yet the ‘domestic church’ is
shrinking rapidly. Marriages fell in the Diocese of St. Augustine from 712
in 1998 to 480 in 2012. Baptisms and confirmation are similarly in
decline. Teens and young adults who do not understand their role as
Catholics in society will not see the importance of these sacraments in
order to raise good, holy families…..We need to jointly engage our young
and one way to do this is through the use of available modern
technology….The diocese is making a concerted effort to provide a
visible presence and spiritual home-away-from-home for students
attending colleges and universities in the diocese.” The bishop’s goal for
the next year is “to increase the number of college-aged students that are

involved in campus ministry in
the diocese by 15 to 20%.”
Finally, in regard to engaging the
youth of the diocese, Bishop
Estevez took note of the
remarkable number of young men
discerning a call to the
priesthood. “This shows how
active the Holy Spirit is in our
families and parish
communities.”

Bishop Estevez closed Come,
Live in the Light encouraging us
all to “actively participate in the
sacrament of the Eucharist…that
we come away from it changed,
transformed and full of the
spirit.” He called on the life-giving Spirit with a prayer of St. Augustine:

Breathe in me O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy.   

Act in me O Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy.

Draw my heart O Holy Spirit, that I love but what is holy.

Strengthen me O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is holy

Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, that I always may be holy. Amen                          

The prayers and plans in this pastoral letter bode well for the bishop’s
desire to grow his flock in numbers and in spirit and in joy.

Come, Live in the Light
Continued from page 1
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Christian Boot Camp
submitted by Carol-Ann Black

Father Devlin is pastor at St.
Bridget’s parish in Philadelphia.
My daughter will frequently send
me a copy of his Sunday homily and
occasionally, with Father’s
permission, I have shared them in
the Courier

by Father Joseph Devlin

We often hear stories about the
basic training soldiers, sailors and
marines receive when they enter
the military - the notorious boot
camp. These military recruits often
use the word “brutal” to describe
this experience. 

But, no doubt, when these men
and women get into battle they are
actually grateful for the tough
conditions they have endured. For
boot camp helps them to be
prepared and, in a time of war, can
help to save their lives. 

For the next three Sundays we
hear Jesus telling his disciples what
he expects of them. Perhaps we can
say the Lord’s words can be
understood as a kind of spiritual
boot camp.  The doctrine of the
cross that Jesus refers to in this
passage is in fact often regarded as
the defining element of
discipleship - to be a Christian
means carrying the cross. 

For many Christians, even
today, the “cross” is real
persecution; they, like Jesus,
actually endure being rejected,
suffering physically and even
sacrificing their lives because of
their faith in the Lord. But thank
God you and I live in this great
country and we don’t have to
endure any such things. No, our
daily crosses are more the

headaches, heartaches,
disappointments, worries and
anxieties that living and loving
others send our ways. For some,
situations like caring for a sick
spouse, trying to deal with an adult
son or daughter with a drug or
alcohol problem, these and many
other difficult situations are heavy
crosses to bear. But what else?

One commentator said carrying
our cross daily is to be steadfast,
day by day, in our commitment to
Jesus and to his way of life. This is
what I’d like to focus on in this
homily. I wonder if we think about
our faith in those terms? Meaning,
as a Catholic, do I think about my
faith as centered on a person - THE
PERSON - Jesus Christ. Do I think
about my faith as a commitment to
Christ? to the Person of Jesus?
Jesus calls you and me to follow
him. To live in friendship with
Jesus. To recognize Him as our
Lord and Savior. To be single-
minded in our devotion to him. To
love Jesus. To know Jesus. To serve
Jesus. This may not be a clear focus
among many believers. But this is
the essential meaning of what it
means to be a Catholic. Everything
else about our faith stems from that
core commitment. Everything else
we do is meant to strengthen our
dedication to Jesus. 

And so, the question for each
one of us today is this: do I
personally make that commitment
each day? Daily responding, “yes”
to Christ’s call, “Follow Me?” To
daily live in friendship with Jesus,
in a relationship defined by love
and fidelity? It is a commitment
that needs to be renewed daily.
What might this daily loyalty to
Jesus and Jesus’ teaching look like?

Father Ron Rolheiser puts it
this way. He says the litmus-test for
Christian orthodoxy is not the
creed (Can you believe this set of
truths?) but this particular
challenge from Jesus: 

• Can you love an enemy? 
• Can you resist the natural
tendency to not give back in
kind? 
• Can you resist the desire to
not show bitterness for
bitterness, harsh words for
harsh words, curse for curse,
hatred for hatred? 
• Can you rise above your sense
of being wronged? 
• Can you renounce your need
to be right? 
• Can you forgive, even when
every feeling inside of you
rebels at its unfairness? 
• Can you in the face of
bitterness, curses, hatred - you
name it - give back
graciousness, blessing, love,
understanding, and
forgiveness?

As I read those questions from
Ron Rolheiser, I know I’m still in
need of Christian boot camp. I am
still so in need of basic training on
how to follow the Lord. Don’t
know about you but I can’t answer
“yes” to many of those questions.

First let me say this,
Rolheiser’s words remind us that
our living as disciples of Christ -
priests, religious, lay people - is a
life-long learning from the Master.
It is a life-long process of
conversion - having a change of
heart each day. Or better said,
allowing Christ to change my heart,
daily. It’s about daily hearing the
Lord’s call to repent of sin.

Desiring to learn the Gospel our
whole life long. To always remain
teachable. To always have the
desire to more faithfully follow the
Lord.

Rolheiser’s questions though,
point out the root invitation inside
of Christianity. It’s precisely here
where Jesus invites us “beyond” -
beyond natural reaction, beyond
instinct, beyond giving back in
kind, beyond legal rights, beyond
strict justice, beyond the need to be
right. It is here that Jesus invites us
to imitate the love he so generously
shares. The love the Lord models
most especially on the Cross. That
is, a love that is generous, self-
giving and always willing to
forgive. This is the steadfast loyalty
to Jesus and to his teaching; the
daily cross we’re all asked to carry.

Lastly, only a deep love for
Jesus and a sincere desire to be
holy would motivate us to attempt
to live the Gospel. Only when we
are people of daily prayer,
following the example of Christ
praying in solititude, will we show
Jesus our love for him. It’s only
when we take time for personal
prayer, particularly when we pray
daily with the Gospels and are fed
(as often as possible) by the
Eucharist - taking the time to allow
Jesus to transform our hearts into
true disciples - those deeply in love
with Christ.

Putting into practice the words
of the Lord found in today’s
passage, “If anyone wishes to come
after me, he must deny himself and
take up his cross daily and follow
me,” puts us into Christian boot
camp - let’s always be open to
receiving that training. 

CELEBRATION OF ADULT CONFIRMATION 

Mass on the Feast of Pentecost
by Darlene O’Neal

The sacrament of Confirmation for baptized Catholic adults took place on Pentecost Sunday at the Cathedral
Basilica of St. Augustine. The Most Reverend Felipe Estevez, Bishop of St. Augustine, celebrated the Mass,
assisted by Deacon Charles Kanaszka, Jr.

One member of Christ the King’s RCIA class, Lois M. Dushane, was confirmed. Lois was one of the first to
sign up and attend the RCIA sessions, and the last to be confirmed. She and her assigned sponsor, Mary Jo Hiers,
bonded right away and Mary Jo continues to be a tremendous support in Lois’ faith journey.

On Pentecost Sunday, the trip down to St. Augustine was intense as Lois, Mary Jo and yours truly stopped to
get a bite to eat after the 11:00 a.m. Mass. The scheduled time for the Mass in St. Augustine was 2:00 p.m.
Instructions were to be in your seat in the Cathedral before 2:00 p.m. As we passed Bayard, I noticed the clock
said 1:40 p.m. and a road sign reading St. Augustine - 20 miles! I called Deacon James Scott and asked him to
hold the seats for us. Unfortunately, he was running late too! We came up with a plan - when we arrived at the
Cathedral, Lois and Darlene would jump out and go in, find the assigned seats, and wait for Mary Jo while she
found a parking space for Lois’ car.

Everything fell into place. Lois was in her seat, right up front at 2:00 p.m., Mary Jo found a parking space
across from the Cathedral, and Deacon James made it just in the nick of time. 

After the renewal of Baptismal Promises, the Most Reverend Bishop Felipe Estevez addressed the whole
congregation, asking them to pray to the Holy Spirit for those to be confirmed. The Bishop extended his hands
over the candidates and prayed that God would pour out the gifts of the Holy Spirit to strengthen them. Each
candidate was called by name to come forward with their sponsor. Bishop Estevez then made the sign of the cross
with holy chrism on the forehead of each candidate. 

“Be sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit.”  
These words echoed through the Cathedral Basilica of St. Augustine as each baptized Catholic adult received the sacrament of Confirmation. 
Professional photographs were taken after the service and a small reception followed. It was a very special day for Lois as her good friends, Ryan,

Amanda, and Lucas O’Neal joined Mary Jo, Darlene, and Deacon James Scott to show their love and support. 
Lois plans to return in August to RCIA, perhaps as a sponsor next time. God bless you, Lois, from your fellow parishioners at Christ the King.
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by Judy Koziolek

Father Thanh took us on a Pilgrimage in Italy. We were gone for ten
days. It was a beautiful time that I don’t believe we will soon forget.
Twenty-four of us traveled through Rome, Luciano, San Giovanni
Rotondo, Loreto, and Assisi. If you are planning a vacation and have
never been on a pilgrimage, I highly recommend it. 

While we were there, we attended daily Mass in several different
churches, chapels, caves and/or grottos.  Below is a brief description of
how Father Thanh touched on many aspects of faith in each of these
Masses.

Convent Chapel at Piccole Suore della Sacra Famiglia
(Little Sisters of the Holy Family)

Faith and the Paschal Mystery (June 9)

“In the name of the
Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit” Today we
heard in the readings:
Elijah prays to God for
the life of a widow’s
son…the son is spared.
Paul tells us of Jesus’
compassion for a widow
who has lost her only
son…Jesus brings her
son back to life. Jesus
was born, lived among

us to teach us God’s love for us, He died for us and God brought Him back
to life so we could understand His compassion for us. This paschal
mystery is the cornerstone of our Christian faith. We are baptized into this
paschal mystery (dying with Christ and rising with Christ). We also recall
when we celebrate Mass, after the consecration the priest proclaims the
mystery of faith and we all respond “we proclaim Your death, O Lord and
profess Your resurrection until You come again.”  May our journey of
faith deepen us into this paschal Mystery…the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ.

St. Sebastian’s Chapel where 
Blessed John Paul II is entombed in St. Peter’s Basilica. 

Faith and the Apostolic Leadership of 
Saint Peter and Saint Paul (June 10)

Peter and Paul - two
diverse people; one
conservative, the other
liberal. We face many
obstacles in life. We have
deferring opinions and
believe we are right in
defending our belief. Peter
and Paul came from two
different thoughts, ideas, and
beliefs. Paul, the liberal,
believed that he needed to
bend a little as he preached to
the gentiles and Peter
believed that he needed to
keep the Jewish tradition, as
they were good, as he
converted the Jewish people
to the way of life he felt
Jesus wanted. God revealed
his plan to both of these men.

They quarreled and went their separate ways and God worked with them
and brought them back together to discuss and revise. The obstacles, one
by one, were overcome until they became united and God’s plan was
clarified for all. So, although Peter and Paul differed in personalities and
theology, they united for the good of all. Both had one flock, one
shepherd, one body of Christ in mind. Both had in common these things:
both were sinners, both were forgiven by Jesus Christ (Peter denied Jesus
three times; Paul persecuted those who believed in Jesus.) We also learn
as we grow and we sin and, when we ask and repent, God forgives us. And
by the power of Jesus, Peter and Paul came together with a plan; a plan to
preach the Good News, to evangelize so that all would know of God’s
love. Aren’t we glad they did?

Church of Santa Mari Maggiore (St. Mary Major) 
St. Barnabas (June 11)

Faith and Evangelization

“May the witness of the apostle
St. Barnabas be a support in
adhering to God’s will.”

Barnabas, a sinner, came to
believe in Jesus Christ. He asked to
be forgiven and he picked up the
cross and went out to preach the
Good News. He believed that Paul,
too, had come to believe as well.
He vouched for Paul when others
did not. Barnabas brought light and
encouragement to the world, and
those who believed realized that
they too needed to go out and
preach the Good News…through the virtue of baptism we too are called
to evangelize. We don’t have to go far, for we can become missionaries
right at home, in our work place and in our own neighborhoods. May
everything we do help others to get to know Jesus Christ, the Son of God
who became human, living among us, teaching us unconditional love and
practicing that love on the cross for our salvation.

Martyr Dom Metela - the Catacombs 
Faith and Witness to Jesus Christ (June 12)

Here we are at the
graveside of over
250,000 people; men,
women, and children.
In the early years of
Christianity, many
died a martyr’s death
as they bore witness
to Jesus Christ. Yet,
even as they died,
others believed in
God’s plan and they
continued to
evangelize to all who
would listen. And so

it went down through the ages and here in the 21st century we still hear
the reassuring words that we are never alone … “God is our deliverer, he
is our saving grace (Psalm 18(17):3)…God is love and whoever abides in
love, abides in God and God in him.”…(1 John 4:16) Is your life a witness
to Jesus Christ?

In the Chapel of the Eucharistic Miracle at Lanciana 
Faith and the Eucharist (June 13)

Here in the presence
of the Eucharistic miracle
is where doubters, like
Thomas, can see and
believe in the
Transubstantiation of the
bread and wine. Many
Christians, even some
Catholics, still have
doubts regarding this
special blessing that Jesus
Christ bestowed upon us.
God understands about
human doubts. Just as
Thomas was granted the
proof he sought, so He also gave proof for a Brazilian Monk who doubted
the real presence of Jesus Christ. During the two-fold consecration the
bread and wine turned into living flesh and blood. It was more than just
opening his eyes, it became a way of letting doubters for many ages to
believe. God in His infinite wisdom gave us proof of His love for us in
many ways and at every Mass we are commissioned to go forth and share
all we have learned so that others may believe.

Journey of Faith
Pilgrim Masses throughout Italy



August 2013 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 7

The Sanctuary of St. Michael the Archangel 
(The Cave Chapel) Monte Sant’Angelo 

Angels, Healing and Faith (June 14)

In this beautiful
cave we learn about
Angels; how they
have protected and
still guard us as we
journey through life.
St. Michael appeared
to the bishop and said
“I am Michael, the
Archangel and am
always in the pres-
ence of God. I chose
the cave as sacred to
me…There the rocks
open widely; the sins
of men may be par-
doned. What is asked
here in prayer will be
granted.” We learn
that our faith cannot grow as God intends as long as we harbor anger and
prejudice against our fellow man. We must repent. The Mass we shared
here was a healing Mass, where we each asked God for a special need. To
believe our request was heard by Him requires us to depend on God for
our very life. For it is in believing in God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit that
we know that all things are possible. “May your healing work, O Lord,
free us, we pray, from doing evil and lead us to what is right. Amen.”

Church of Our Lady of Loreto
Mary, Perfect disciple, Sacrifices (June 15)

Today at the holy site of Our
Lady of Loreto, Father Thanh invit-
ed us to reflect upon the life of Mary
as a perfect disciple….listening to
the word of God and keeping it.
Mary listened to the word of the
angel and responded “let it be done
according to your word.”
Throughout her life, from
Annunciation…to Bethlehem and
Nazareth…to the Cross where Jesus
was crucified and to her own death,
she was faithful to the words of the
angel. She knew all would go
according to God’s plan. She was

indeed our most perfect disciple.  “Our Lady of Loreto, please pray for
us.’

Santa Maria degli Angeli, Church of St. Mary of the
Angels in Porziuncola 

Faith and Forgiveness (June 16). 

All of us are
sinners. Because
God loved us even
as sinners, He sent
His son. Jesus lived
and was crucified
and He died, but not
before He forgave
those responsible
for His death. He
died so we could
live and not die but
have everlasting
life. We thank God
for His sacrifice
and His uncondi-
tional love.  Our faith in this truth keeps us mindful of our own faults for
we need to ask Jesus for forgiveness of our sins. We are reminded of the
wonderful Sacrament of Reconciliation to help us receive this gift of for-
giveness. As we receive His gift of forgiveness, we are called to forgive
those who have hurt us just as Jesus does, especially in The Lord’s Prayer
(forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.)
June 16 was also Father’s Day. All the fathers with us were given a spe-
cial blessing.

The Tomb Chapel at the Basilica of St. Francis in Assisi
Birthplace and home of St. Francis. He was a deacon,

never a priest. He was a good friend to St. Claire. He was
the first known person to receive the stigmata in 1224.

Faith and Letting go (June 17)

St. Francis gave up the life he had
with all its glitter and gold. He was sent
to prison and disowned by his father. He
gave up all he had, including the clothes
upon his back and took on the beggar’s
cloak. From then on he lived the life of
poverty; loving all people and serving
the poor for the rest of his life. 

His life reminds us of the rich man in
the gospel. He came to Jesus and asked
what more he could do to show his love
for Him. Jesus told him to go out, sell all
his possessions and come follow Him.
The rich man walked away saddened as
he knew he could not do what Jesus
wanted him to do. But Francis walked
away joy filled because he let go.

Letting go of things which gives us
comfort and prestige or giving up cher-
ished items is not easy to do, but in the end that is what each of us must
be willing to do in order to follow Jesus to the place He has set aside for
us, our heavenly home. 

Journey of Faith
Pilgrim Masses throughout Italy

by Tony Marinucci

One of the most life transforming programs for men, ever studied by
one of the nation’s most prestigious poll takers, is coming to Christ the
King Parish beginning in September.

The program is the latest men’s ministry within the Parish, keyed to
the development of men to better serve as Men of Faith by addressing the
pressures and temptations that all men face in our current society and to
form men to be capable of transforming:

a) themselves (whether single or married)
b) their families, including children
c) their marriages, and in so doing become the role model for their

sons and daughters with the end result of changing our secular society into
a God loving society all the while developing the spiritual life Christ Jesus
asks from each of us, man or woman, adult, teenager or child.

That Man is You! has become one of the fastest growing men’s pro-
grams in the country, with over 400 parishes in 42 states and 18,000 reg-
istered men.

The program is centered around applying Spiritual and Scriptural
principles to:

1. Leadership roles men are entrusted and the necessary traits needed
to fulfill these leadership roles. 

2. Main obstacles all men face and the means for overcoming them.
3. Making men realize the responsibility for the future of society,

passes on to the family, of which he is the leader and protector. 
4. Experiencing the wonderful renewal God is offering to men and

their families through the Catholic Church and “This Man Is You !”
Each man who has experienced the program realized at the beginning

that he was that man who needed Christ’s mercy and be forever changed.
Upon completion, he admitted that a transformation took place and he
became “A man after God’s own heart.”

The invitation to come and experience such a transformation is
offered to every man. Is that man, you ?

For further information, stop by our table in the Gathering Area after
every Sunday Mass or contact:

Anthony (Tony) Marinucci - phone: 904.994.9123 or email: amarin-
ucci@yahoo.com 

That Man Is You! is coming to Christ the King !
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by Bob Vergenz

How did the Church and apostolic succession spread from twelve
frightened apostles in Jerusalem to embrace, by AD 2013, Pope Francis
from Brazil, the recent conclave of 115 cardinals from around the world,
and their more than 5000 brother bishops, including our own Bishop
Philipe Estevez? The early Christian church conquered the mighty Roman
empire without swords or chariots, but by its own blood.

This story is family history. Most of the original sources are mere lists,
called martyrologies, of who, or at least how many, gave witness with
their lives in a given day and place. The Greek word for “witness” is
“martyr.” Often in the urgency of the situation no year is recorded. For
most, the need to flee from arrest probably exceeded the need to record.
Thus, some of the years in the story are only educated guesses. The
martyrologies list the “birthdays” to celebrate each year in the Eucharist;
loved ones born to new life. Sketchy details are sometimes available,
perhaps from a eulogy written by a neighboring bishop. Over time, the
local lists were collected. Below are the “birthday” stories of a few saints
from the first three centuries of the church. You can use them to enhance
your devotional life since their feast days are all within the next two
weeks. 

FIRST CENTURY. Apostle
Bartholomew (feast Aug. 24) is in the
bible at Mt 10, Mk 3, and Lk 6, and is
also called Nathaniel in Jn 1. Tradition
says he preached the gospel in western
India,  Mesopotamia (modern Iraq),
Ethiopia (including modern Eritrea and
Djibouti), Persia (modern Iran), Egypt,
Parthia (eastern modern Turkey and
Syria, north Iraq, western Iran),
Lyacaonia (central and southwestern
modern Turkey), and Greater Armenia
(including Azerbaijan, Asian Georgia,
far southeastern Russia, northeastern
Turkey, northwestern Iran). He was
martyred at Abanopolis (possibly

Derbent, Russia) on the west coast of the Caspian Sea, when he converted
Armenian King Polymius. The king’s brother, Astyages, had
Bartholomew flayed alive, and then beheaded or crucified.
Michelangelo’s renaissance painting The Last Judgment depicts him in
heaven near Jesus holding his own skin and the knife used to flay him. 

The bible in Acts 20 tells of Eutychius falling asleep on a third floor
window sill while Apostle Paul was preaching in Troas (near Assos,
Turkey) late into the night. He plunged to the ground below and died. Paul
went downstairs and revived him. On one hand, raising the dead must
have added a fluorish to Paul’s sermon. On the other, it doesn’t seem fair
to reward someone for falling asleep in church. Eutychius’ birthday into
heaven is Aug. 24 (presumably the second time!)

Euprepius (Aug 21), was ordained by the Apostle Peter in Rome to
evangelize Verona, Italy. He served as the first bishop of Verona from AD
60-72, and was later martyred. Gerintius (Aug 25), Bishop of Italica,
Spain (near Seville), was martyred circa AD 90. See how quickly the early
church sent missionaries to the furthest corners of the known world!

SECOND CENTURY. Sabina (Aug. 29) was the wife of Roman
Senator Valentinus. She was converted by her Syrian slave, Serapia, and
was martyred in AD 125, about a month after her slave. Aristides (Aug.
31) was a well known philosopher, educated in Athens. After converting,
in audiences with the emperor he gave reasoned defenses of Christ and the
faith, and he died for it c. AD 125.

THIRD CENTURY. Whole families were martyred together.
Minervius (Aug. 23) died for his faith in Lyon, France. His nine
companions in death are believed to have been his wife and eight children.
In Thrace, 37 anonymous martyrs (Aug. 20, in modern Bulagaria and
northeast Greece) were slaughtered together. In Utica (north of Tunis,
Tunisia) about 300 believers were slaughtered on Aug. 24, AD 260 and
thrown into a large lime pit. These anonymous martyrs are called the
Massa Candida (white mass) because the lime melded their remains into
one large white block. 

Mames of Cesaerea Cappadocia (Aug. 17, at Kayseri, Turkey) was
born in prison while his parents, Theodotus and Rufina, served a
sentence for being Christians. He was raised by a rich widow named
Ammia. Mames was arrested and tortured for his faith, and at the tender
age of 15 years was stoned to death in c. AD 267. Both his parents and his
stepmother were martyred on Aug. 31, c. AD 270.  

Alexander (Aug. 26, AD 286) and the Theban Legion were 6,000-
7,000 Roman soldiers, mostly Christian converts, under command of St.
Maurice. Based in Thebes (modern Luxor), Egypt, they were ordered to

march to Gaul (modern France) to assist Emporer Maximian to put down
a rebellion in Burgundy (southeast of Paris). At the town of Agaunum
(modern Saint-Maurice d’Agaune, Switzerland) the legion refused a
loyalty test to worship Maximian as a god. One-tenth at a time, the entire
legion was “decimated.” Few escaped to tell the story.

Apollinaris (Aug. 23, AD 290) was a public executioner in Reims,
France. He was converted by the fearlessness and grace of Christians
facing death at his own hands. 

FOURTH CENTURY. The last major wave of persecutions was
under Emperor Diocletian. He began by purging all Christians in the
military. Andrew the Tribune (Aug. 19, AD 300) was a Roman army
officer over about 1,000 men (1/6 of a legion). In battle against the
Persians, they called on Christ for aid, and were victorious. He and many
of his men were thus converted, discharged in disgrace from the military,
baptized, arrested, and executed in the Taurus Mountains of Cilicia
(southwest of Karaman, Turkey). 

Diocletian’s first general edict of
persecution in spring, AD 303, was an order to
confiscate and burn the scriptures in every
Christian church, and demolish the buildings.
Felix, bishop of Thibiuca, North Africa (present
Jebel Zouitina, Tunisia) hid his church’s
scriptures, and was taken to Carthage (near
modern Tunis) and beheaded on July 15, 303
with four other Christian companions. (His
feast was later moved to Aug. 30.) 

Genesius of Arles, France (Aug. 25, AD
303), was a court recorder, and a Christian
catechumen. As a judge dictated the edict to
persecute Christians, the recorder threw down
his tablet and resigned. It was off with his head;
he was baptized in his own blood. 

Another Genesius (also Aug. 25. AD 303) was an actor and singer in
Rome before Emperor Diocletian. In a satire against Christians he
portrayed a catechumen. As he was baptized in the play, he experienced a
genuine conversion. Unable or unwilling to hide it, Diocletian was
infuriated. After torture he had Genesius beheaded. He is the patron saint
of actors. 

Constantine became one of four
co-Emperors of the Roman Empire in
AD 307, and became sole emperor in
324. He and his whole vastly
outnumbered army saw a vision in the
sky of a cross with the words “under
this sign conquer.” He had his army
paint the cross on their shields, and
went on to a crucial victory against
rival Maxentius in 312 at Milvian
Bridge, north of Rome. In 313 the
Edict of Milan ordered official
toleration of all religions. Soon
imperial favors, money for damages
(and then political interference) were
granted the Catholic bishops, though
Constantine was not baptized until his

deathbed.
Three more stories must be told. Empress Helena (d. Aug. 18, 330),

Constantine’s queen-mother, led a life of piety which included
pilgrimage, founding religious communities, and helping to rebuild the
infrastructure of the church. It is claimed that on pilgrimage to the Holy
Land she recovered a large portion of the “true cross of Christ.” 

Persecution of the Christians continued beyond the Roman Empire.
Heliodorus (d. Aug. 20, 362) suffered and died under King Shappur II of
Persia (modern Iran). The king deported 9,000 captured Christians, but
kept 300 for torture and death. 

Monica (b. AD 331; d. Aug. 27, 387) was a Christian in Tagaste
(present Souk Ahras, Algeria), married to an older pagan Roman official
with an abusive and violent temper, with his mother living with them.
They also had three children. In spite of the challenges she exhibited a
sweetness and patience that was an encouragement to wives and mothers
in her town. Through much prayer, her husband and mother-in-law were
converted in AD 370, a year before her husband died. Her daughter and
younger son entered religious life. Finally, after 17 years of prayer, her
older son, perhaps the finest mind in the history of Christianity, converted
in 387. This was Augustine, bishop of Hippo, North Africa, patron of our
diocese. Within a year, Monica retired to her final heavenly reward. 

There are many modern-day lessons in these birthday stories. Think
about it.

Celebrating The Lessons of Our Early

Church Family
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Submitted by Nick Winiewicz

A glance at Christ’s Mystical Body as it is living on earth today shows
us a picture of suffering among His members that must be unique in his-
tory since the time of the early persecutions. Within the decade following
the second World War – itself hailed as the re-crucifixion of Christ –
Christians belonging to sixteen nations fell under communist rule, and so
for the most part were deprived of the free use of the sacraments and of
the Christian education for their children. In some of these countries –
particularly in China, Korea, Poland, Hungary and Yugoslavia – the
Church has been actively persecuted. Wherever there is eviction, slavery,
spoliation, martyrdom, or the suppression of the Mass and the sacraments,
there is a continuation of the Passion. The crisis of Calvary is re-enacted,
and we sit and watch.

The seriousness of our present international and religious situation is
measured by our ignorance of it: we know that there is something wrong,
but we do not know what is wrong. “And anyway,” we say, “I cannot do
anything about it.” “And anyway,” we say, “a bomb will blow the whole
thing to bits before long, so what is the good?” “And anyway,” we say, “it
will be the same for everyone else.”

A more serious menace to the Church’s life than even atheistic
Communism is apathetic Catholicism. The real enemy is not the persecu-
tor from without, but the spineless Catholic within. “Satan owes his
strength” it was pronounced at the beatification of St. Joan of Arc, “to the
easygoing weakness of Catholics.”

This is Christ’s Body that has become weak. We have become so
accustomed to seeing Christ’s Body re-crucified in various parts of the
world that we have rationalized His presence in the world. We have
become so used to seeing sin everywhere that we have rationalized that,
too. “The greatest sin of our generation,” said Pope Pius XII, “is that it has
lost the sense of sin.” As in the individual soul’s relationship to God, so in
the world’s relationship to God: the outward circumstance is made to
account for the evil, and the inevitable bent of man’s nature absolves him
from responsibility.

Nor is the emergency over. “The next twenty years of the Church’s
life,” said pope Pius XII in January 1946, “will have no parallel in histo-
ry.” In the following year, he said that “men must prepare themselves for
suffering such as humanity has never seen before.” From Evangelii prea-
cones of 1951 come these words: “The human race is involved in a
supreme crisis which will issue in either its salvation by Christ or its utter
destruction.” In 1955, the Pope’s warning was repeated: “We try not to
hide from our own eyes, nor from the eyes of those who listen to us, the
spectacle of a sky covered with clouds. The prospect is enough to make it
look as though an overcast twilight were approaching, almost as though
night were about to come down upon the whole world.”

The faithful’s indifference to the utterances of Christ’s Vicar is confir-
mation of what has been suggested above. How many Catholics study the
encyclicals or know anything about the Church’s social programs? No
wonder the darkness of Calvary is repeated over Christendom, hiding
Christ’s Body even from those who should know where to look for it.

This is the Body mourned over by Mary at the Thirteenth Station of
the Cross. But there is one significant difference between the original dep-
osition and the present: Mary kept silent on Calvary; today wherever she
reveals herself, she speaks. After what she said at Cana, Mary is not quot-
ed as saying anything more during her lifetime. Perhaps it is because her
last recorded words have not been heeded that Mary comes again to insist
that whatever her Son tells us we must do.
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Suffering: The Catholic Answer

By Dennis McLaughlin

I recently read a great article in the spring 2013 issue of Portland
Magazine by Jim Forest about Peter Maurin and Dorothy Day of the
Catholic Worker. It took me back to a yearlong life-changing time I spent
with John the Baptist Catholic Worker in Las Vegas in 1995. It was a
priceless experience for a Catholic architect, serving coffee to the street
guys in the glow of the flashing neon light environment of the Las Vegas
Strip. Above all, it was the day to day relief that Jesus extends to the suf-
fering of the poor and oppressed that I remember the most.

The prime task of the Catholic Worker brought to Las Vegas, was
serving hot coffee in the early morning hours (6:30 a.m.) to sometimes
over 150 street people. It included breakfast rolls, or whatever local
restaurants had donated, delivered from the back of an old van. Later in
the week on Thursdays, a dinner was served at a local church dining room
kitchen. The Catholic Worker House on Bancroft Street served as offices
and meeting rooms, and a few rooms to held sick men for short terms. I
had no idea what to expect on my first experience on the way to the line,
which was located directly below the Las Vegas Strip, with its flashing
casino frontages that were visible from the line. My first morning serving
the line, after hearing of knifings and mentally disturbed Muslims and
basic desperate street situations, brought me some anxiety that was in fact
a source of friendly teasing by the experienced crew.

As we approached the waiting line, I felt better as all was calm and the
men were standing gratefully waiting in line for what seemed to me the
meager offerings we would serve them. There were no “usual” profiles on
the line. I saw men and women who had gambled and lost it all, some-
times families. There were black and white and Hispanic young laborers,
seniors, modestly dressed casino workers, well-dressed business men,
Muslims in black headdress. I came to know construction laborers, a
lawyer with brief case in hand, a young man who had whistle-blown a
corporate secret, many men and a well-dressed woman, who had gambled
and lost her plane ticket home. There were often travelers with families,
who had run out of gas. Many brought dogs they had rescued from the
street. No one was excluded from the line.

But the most frequent participants were Vietnam vets, many of whom
were living in the desert. They said that living in the desert was preferable
to the homeless shelters because of theft and safety concerns.  One veter-
an had served with US Marine Special Forces and had lived in the sewers
of Ho Chi Min City in Communist North Vietnam, behind enemy lines to
spy on troop movements.  To protect his identity, he killed civilians
including children. When he returned home to his family in California, he
suffered greatly. He couldn’t sleep, woke up screaming every night and

finally he had left his family. When I met him, he was drinking his life
away in the desert with other veterans. I delivered him to rehab several
times and soon he found jobs trimming palm trees. I talked with him a
year later, fully recovered.

To my surprise there were situations of great friendship among the
men. One crippled young man who had a small job, took care of an eld-
erly gentlemen, fed him and found him an apartment.  There was a great
sense of caring and compassion amongst the regular coffee goers. They
shared bus fare, job notices, and mutual understandings. These demon-
strations of care and compassion I would call Love. There was much of it
here in conditions that would put suburban dwellers to shame.

There was concern in the city for the increased number of men, train-
hopping to the city from the Midwest to spend the winter months in warm
Las Vegas. A city council hearing on the subject heard solutions of all
sorts, including one from civil engineers, who suggested delivering six-
foot diameter concrete culvert pipe to distant places in the desert where
the men could live. The attending Catholic Workers protest was so loud,
the mayor asked me for other ideas. I put them in contact with a friend in
the City of Portland (in Oregon) planning department, whose CHAZ
(Federal housing program) was successful in creating temporary housing
and acquiring funding for increased homeless shelters.

I continued my participation with John the Baptist for close to a year.
My architectural practice of designing churches was growing and took me
away. In the 16 years of practice in Las Vegas I produced ten full-sized
churches and two large Catholic campuses—-certainly enough for a one-
man office. But that is another story.

The Catholic Worker group in Las Vegas was also involved with
protest at the nearby nuclear test site on Shoshone Indian land about 25
miles north of Las Vegas. I was as active with this as much as possible and
was arrested several times by police from Beatty, Nevada. We were held
in a fenced enclave nearby for a few hours. I became acquainted with the
officers and kept track of their families. The occasions at the test site
became popular events for national notables, such as Martin Sheen and
many scientists. Protestors came from all over the US to attend Catholic
retreats held there. 

My presence in Las Vegas was brought about by a recession in
Portland, and forced me to find work where I was needed. Ironically, it
was a wonderful time in my life.  I continue to send my support and main-
tain contact with several friends still active with the Worker. John the
Baptist Worker House is a bright symbol of the meaning that celebrates
the lives of Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin. I will never forget my time in
Las Vegas especially the year with the Catholic Worker.

Catholic Worker in Las Vegas
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Trust Your Journey…That’s my motto

by Judy Koziolek

A trip to Italy. No, it’s a pilgrim trip to
Italy. 

I will get to see the Pope! I will actually
get to walk where so many saints have
walked!

Did I really say I would go? I can’t
believe I said “Yes!” 

I am on a plane that is going over the
ocean (now that’s scary). Just don’t look
down.

It is a dream that has come true!
I AM IN ITALY! 
Someone pinch me…NO! Don’t say that! That would hurt. 
I am at St. Peter’s Basilica! Quick! Take my picture!
Yup, I went to Italy. I’ve got proof! I’ve got pictures! It wasn’t a

dream. It actually happened. God said “Yes!” I saw our new Pope—-
TWICE. I walked where so many saints have walked and taught. I was in
buildings and saw artwork that was done before Christ was born! ...that’s
BC! How totally awesome is that?

I was privileged to participate at Mass in Pope John Paul II’s chapel
and a healing Mass in a cave where St. Michael the Archangel appeared!
I was there when Father Thanh said Mass amidst 250,000+ graves called
a catacomb! 

And you know what? 
I shared all this, plus a lot more, with 23 others. People I’m proud to

call friends…not just friends…they were more…
They also said “Yes!” 
They, too, trusted in their journey. 
And we all walked with God.
In Italy. 
For eight, glorious days…

Assisi

by Kathy Nichols

The biggest surprise was Assisi! I did not expect a medieval town with
winding, cobblestone roads, stone buildings, and gorgeous overlooks. The
town was beautiful. Along with that, we were privileged to have Mass in
the crypt of The St. Francis’ Basilica, where the tomb of St. Francis is. He
was praying to Jesus on the cross, and Jesus told him to “repair my house
which has fallen into ruin.” That actual cross (the one that spoke to St.
Francis) is hung in the Basilica of St. Clare, his most ardent follower. St.
Francis should not just be known as a lover of animals. He threw away
his wealth and popularity to live a life of poverty; to have no possessions.
St. Clare gave up her wealth and started the Poor Clares, who lived in the
same way. Their lives are an inspiration. Traveling is a great opportunity,
but going on a Catholic pilgrimage is a privilege. If you research your
trip, you gain a greater understanding of your faith because you actually
see the history of its evolution. Once you go on a pilgrimage, you’ll never
be the same!

Our Walk in Faith

Pilgrimage to Italy

by Laurie Plotz

This was my first time on a pilgrimage, as well as planning one. After
I planned two mission trips to Jamaica, Father Thanh asked me to arrange
a pilgrimage to Italy. A large undertaking, but it sounded exciting and a
wonderful way to increase my faith and continue my spiritual journey.
One thing I learned from the mission trips is, that you have to let go. You
cannot control everything and you have to walk in faith or as the
Jamaicans say “Walk Good.” Once you have done that everything will fall
into place!

The planning started, and to my surprise, we had immediate interest
in the trip. Father Thanh is a good salesman! He was giving me names and
numbers every week of people interested in going with us. If that wasn’t
enough, two of my best friends agreed to go. How wonderful, this can’t
get any better. I was wrong, it could and did. My mother wanted to join
our trip. WOW, but how?

My mom lives in Raleigh and
takes care of my dad, who has
Parkinson’s. She couldn’t leave
him alone and was unsure how
she could find someone to care
for him. It really didn’t seem
possible that she would be able to
go with me. Then, while they
were visiting me, she was
discussing the trip. Her sister, my
aunt, immediately volunteered to
go to Raleigh and take care of my
dad. No more obstacles. Mom
became my roommate and
celebrated her 76 birthday the day
we arrived. What an unbelievable
blessing to spend 10 days, not
only with close friends, but with
your mother. I have memories I
will cherish for the rest of my life.

Reinforcing the idea of walking in faith, it always works.
Interest in the trip continued to grow and soon we had more than

enough pilgrims to go, 24 total. Our first trip meeting set the tone for the
entire pilgrimage. It turned out that everyone knew more than a few of the
other pilgrims as close friends or acquaintances. The group bonded from
the start and grew as friends over the entire trip. I was so grateful, not only
for them putting their trust in me, but in how everyone looked out for
everyone else. The group became as one. It was inspiring to watch 24
different people become a family. I can honestly say in the 10 days we
travelled together, I never heard a cross word between any of the pilgrims.
No matter how hot or tired, everyone had a smile. The power of faith,
again!!!! 

I believe with all my heart, the good Lord was watching over our little
group from Jacksonville. Visiting such amazing places and having daily
Mass in religious and ancient sites was so overwhelming. It was not
unusual to find myself choking back tears, especially after Father Thanh’s
homilies. The Healing Mass was an unforgettable experience. I could feel
the spirit move through my entire body. It was a feeling of warmth and
peace I don’t think I will ever forget. It is such a blessing to open your
heart to Jesus.

I want to thank Father Thanh, not only for trusting me with the trip,
but his spiritual guidance during it. I can also now say I went to Italy with
23 close friends……

Jean’s Highlights

by Jean (Foxy) Sell

For me the highlight of
my trip to Rome was the
moment that Pope Francis
came to the window to give
his blessing. I felt he was
only a few feet away. I did
not realize tears were
rolling down my face, it
was so emotional.

I became known as the one who counted all the stairs. At 83 years old
that was important, as what went down had to come back up. 

I became lost in the Vatican museum for a short time, that made life
interesting. 

Also the man who refused me the bathroom for lack of 40 cents.



August 2013 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 11

Our Walk in Faith

Inspiring Italy

by  Bill Thrower

The trip to Italy in June was inspiring to say the least. All the places
we visited left a lasting impression on me because I have read about them
in the past, but viewing these venerated places in person was a moving
experience.  Having Mass at each site only added to the powerful feelings
experienced. Though I enjoyed each and every place we went, there were
four that stood out. These were: The Holy Stairs (Scala Santa), Lanciano
- Place of the Eucharistic Miracle, Loreto – House of the Virgin Mary, and
the town of Assisi with all the history that it contains. The group of peo-
ple that went on this trip became transformed into a large family, watch-
ing out for each other and experiencing similar emotions together. Fond
memories abound … one such was the times Father Thanh had all of us
practicing the songs on the bus to be sung at that day’s Mass! Knew I
could not carry a tune even in a bucket, as the saying goes!  It was a trip
worth taking.

Pilgrimage to Italy

by Terry Yip

The pilgrimage to Italy with Father Thanh and members of our church
family was an experience that will be remembered and cherished for a
lifetime. Visiting the many basilicas and shrines offered my family a won-
derful opportunity to grow in our Catholic faith. Not only were these
places of worship architecturally beautiful and filled with history, but they
are the very places where some of the people we learn about in Church
history are actually buried. What could have been more awesome than
being in the presence of these holy people who helped build our Catholic
Church? 

It got even better than that. Not only did we have the opportunity to
visit the beautiful churches, we were most fortunate to have, our very own
and dear, Father Thanh celebrate Masses with us. They included Masses
in a chapel at Piccole Suore della Sacra Famiglia (Little Sisters of the
Holy Family) at a convent in Rome, the tomb of Blessed John Paul II in
St. Peter’s Basilica, St. Mary Major, the Catacombs, the Shrine of the
Eucharistic Miracle at Lanciano, the Shrine of St. Michael the Archangel,
the Holy House of Loreto, Santa Maria degli Angeli, and the Basilica of
St. Francis of Assisi. Indeed, one could almost see the Holy Spirit present
at each of these beautiful celebrations.
Members of our group assisted as read-
ers and as Eucharistic Ministers.
Even our singing, which was in
need of major assistance,
received angelic guidance at
these holy places. 

One of the most reward-
ing experiences was attending
a Papal audience at St. Peter’s
Square. To see the tens of
thousands of people who, like
us, arrived early to get even a
glimpse of Pope Francis was
simply breathtaking and reassur-
ing that our Catholic faith is ever
growing. This was truly a highlight of
our pilgrimage.

We routinely prayed the Rosary and the Divine Mercy Chaplet on the
bus en route to the next town. However, it was praying the Stations of the
Cross on the street of San Giovanni Rotondo, the town where Padre Pio
lived, that was most meaningful to me. As we prayed, we remembered
Jesus’ suffering on Calvary. Praying the Stations of the Cross helped me
realize that no matter how unbearable my own suffering may be, Jesus’
suffering for us was the ultimate suffering that anyone can endure. That
suffering, he endured because of his great love for us. How precious and
immeasurable is His love!

In addition to our spiritual growth, our knowledge of one another
grew as we shared time together. We ate many meals together, we
shopped together, took pictures together, and enjoyed each other’s com-
pany. In the process, new friendships developed—friendships that will
forever hold a special place in my heart. 

Overall, I have to say that this pilgrimage with Father Thanh and our
church family enriched my family’s life and faith in many ways through
our sharing and growing together in Christ. 

Thank you, Laurie Plotz, for coordinating the logistics for this unfor-
gettable pilgrimage and, Father Thanh, for your spiritual guidance!

My Pilgrimage

by Mary Ann Sullivan

Our pilgrimage to Italy this June was a spiritual (as well as endurance-
packed) experience.  

There was so much to take in seeing Italy: Rome, Lanciano San
Giovanni Rotondo, Mt. St. Angelo, Loreto, and ending with Assisi. I was
in sensory overload - with the beautiful churches and works of art, the
taste of foods, the push of the crowds (and oh my feet!), the sound of the
bells and the musty smell of the Catacombs. There was a point where I
was not sure what I was looking at. I am not the best at art history or
church history. I decided that it was not important that I knew when

Michelangelo painted the Sistine Chapel
or when St. Clare formed the Poor
Clare’s. I enjoyed what I saw, but it was
more important that I found what moved
me spiritually.

With that in mind, here is what I
found most spiritually moving on my pil-
grimage:

Morning Mass at St. Peter’s - Father
Thanh had his second Mass in Rome at
the Chapel of St. Sebastian, near to the
Pieta. What made it particularly special
was knowing that Pope John Paul II was
entombed in that altar. I have great fond-
ness for John Paul II, ever since seeing
him in Grant Park in Chicago, IL in 1979.

Holy Stairway (known as Scala
Santa) - This is the staircase that Jesus
walked to come before Pilate in
Jerusalem during His passion. The twen-

ty-eight marble steps (now protected by wood) are ascended on one’s
knees. I questioned if I would attempt this task, but I found myself called
to kneel on that first step. I prayed on each step - recalling what Jesus
endured for us. And yes, I admit, I prayed I would make it all the way to
the top.

Morning Mass in Assisi - Early Sunday morning Mass was held at the
Basilica of St. Francis in a chapel where St. Francis is entombed. The
song Canticle of the Sun (“The heavens are telling the glory of God, and
all creation is shouting for joy.”) came alive in this setting. The simple
chapel, the entombed simple man, our beloved simple country priest and
the beauty that God made surrounded us and brought calm to all.
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A Journey To Making Music

by Matt Daniel

Life is a journey. The experiences and people
that we encounter along the way help mold and
shape us into who we are. As I begin my ministry
here as your new Director of Music, I would like to
share the journey that has led me here to Christ the
King with you all.

I’ve called the First Coast home since 1993,
when we moved up here from Miami following
Hurricane Andrew. I grew up in Fleming Island.
From an early age, I knew that music was something
I wanted to do. I am told that as a baby I would focus
on the organist at church, and tap my hands on the
back of the pew as if I was the one making the
music! Because of this apparent attraction to music,
I was given my first piano at age 3. That moment
was the beginning of what has turned into a life
devoted to music. Much to my mother’s surprise, I
began playing back what I had heard at church on
Sundays, so I began taking piano lessons with Mr.
James Chancy, and I studied with him from age
three, right up until the beginning of college.

As I got older, I continued to play and sing. I got
my first “public appearance” playing for my
grandfather’s church by the time I was 10. My
grandpa is a Baptist minister (more on that later) and
he and my grandmother are, without a doubt, my biggest fans and
supporters. By allowing me to play at church, I began to realize how
special it is to lead the congregation in music. I thought it was pretty cool.
Although I enjoyed playing the piano, I was always interested in the
organ, and was hoping that I would quickly grow tall enough to reach the
pedals so that I could learn how to play it. By the time I was about 10 I
started playing the organ under the supervision of Mr. Hampton Matthews
and Mr. Winston Miller. I studied jazz and gospel playing with them, so I
began to learn to improvise and really express myself through my music.
That ability to express myself proved very important on New Year’s Day
2001, when my mom was called to heaven unexpectedly. Through that
loss, I was able to use my music as a light spot in a dark time, and from
that young age, I knew that I now had a guardian angel up in heaven
watching over me. Following her death, my grandparents continued
supporting my musical dreams and I got my first organ, a Hammond B-3,
later that year. 

Once I started Middle School, I had the opportunity to learn to play
the saxophone. I started out playing the alto, but that quickly changed to
the baritone because the director needed someone big enough to play it! I
was also able to develop my vocal skills during this time, starring as the
Scarecrow in our production of The Wizard of Oz. 

High School proved to be a very important time for me. Fleming
Island High opened just a year before I got there, so the music program
was still in a building process. The band was led by Bert Creswell and the
Chorus was led by Mark Scott, two distinguished men in Music Education
in Florida. These two men not only taught me how to be a better musician,
but also how to be a good leader. The leadership skills these two men
taught me I still use in my ministry today. Both were strong men of faith,
and I continue to seek their guidance on how to be the best director I can
be. I learned several new instruments in high school, including the tuba,
soprano saxophone, contra-bass clarinet, and various percussion
instruments. In my senior year Mr. Creswell appointed me to a leadership
position in the band, which allowed me to cultivate my skills and help my
fellow band members. I graduated in 2008 with high honors and a variety
of awards on the local and state level for my musical and academic
achievements.

During my junior year, I met Reverend Ken Herzog, the pastor of
historic St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church on Fleming Island. He invited
me to play occasionally with his congregation, and I began to really
develop my classical organ skills. By March of my senior year, Father
Ken had called me to become the Director of Music at St. Margaret’s, a
position that I held while still playing for my grandfather’s church. I
thought I had lost my mind when I told Father Ken that I would come,
since I was about to graduate high school and start college, but he assured
me that this position would be an invaluable tool for me. He was right, and
with his guidance, I was able to begin my role as a church Music Director.
I remained at St. Margaret’s until early 2011.

The University of North Florida offered me a scholarship, so I began
classes there in August 2008. Originally I had planned on a degree in
instrumental music education, because I thought I wanted to teach music
in a school. Well, that idea didn’t stick around too long. The biggest

reason was that I missed playing the piano
and organ regularly. I was no longer
receiving training on the instruments that I
loved so dearly. By the time the spring
semester rolled around, I had changed my
major to music performance, specializing in
piano performance and pedagogy (the art of
teaching the piano). I started studying with
Dr. Erin Bennett on piano and Tim Tuller on
organ. Mr. Tuller is the
Organist/Choirmaster at St. John’s Episcopal
Cathedral downtown. It didn’t take long for
the Cathedral Choir to “adopt” me into its
family, and just like that I was singing part-
time with them. In 2010 I had the unique
opportunity of traveling to Ely Cathedral in
England with the Cathedral Choir for a two-
week residency, where we got to sing daily
in the thousand year-old Church. I also got
the opportunity to perform on the historic
pipe organ there. Some of the pipes in the
organ date back to the 1700s. This was in
fact my second trip to England. I had gone
previously with the high school  marching
band for the 2006 London New Year’s Day
parade. In 2014, I will be returning to
England with the Cathedral Choir again to

sing and play at Westminster Abbey and Canterbury Cathedral. I am
pretty excited about that. 

So you’re probably wondering how and when I joined the Catholic
Church. That whole process began back in 2008 actually with Father Leon
at Immaculate Conception downtown. I played many weddings with him,
and we began talking. After several talks, I began to realize that I was in
love with the Catholic Church, its interesting history, and its traditions. I
have been a proud member of the Catholic Church since 2010, and for the
first time in my life I feel truly at home when it comes to my personal faith
journey. 

After a brief time at St. Paul’s in Jacksonville Beach, Father Tim
Cusick invited me to join him at Holy Family in the Baymeadows area.
Father Cusick’s leadership and guidance allowed me to blossom into the
strong Catholic man that I am today. He taught me about the liturgical life
of the Church and how to really engage in worship. The biggest task he
presented me was the development of a children’s choir program. Prior to
my arrival, the children’s choir had dwindled down to six kids. In less
than a year, we had 24 in the program and there was an excitement in each
of them about their Church. They really felt that a part of Holy Family
was theirs, and they wanted to do the best that they could to enhance
worship for the congregation. 

This year marked the completion of my Bachelor’s in Music degree,
highlighted by a successful Senior Piano Recital this past spring. One
week after that, Father Thanh invited me to become your new Director of
Music. I thank God for this new opportunity, and I am grateful for the
wonderful parishioners here at Christ the King. Your words of
encouragement and warm welcome have been heartwarming. I look
forward to sharing in ministry with you all. I have an exciting new vision
for our Music Ministry here at Christ the King, and I look forward to
making that happen!
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First Communion From Years Ago

Anna Mae Sabatino, her Rosary and Prayer Book - 1942

SS Cyril & Methodius, Lakewood OH Frank Becht’s Holy Communion

Certificate - 1938

St. Mary’s, Navilleton IN

Arline Smith’s Scapular - 1941

St. Joseph’s Newport RI

St. Joseph Buffalo, NY First Communion - 1955

Mary Ann Sullivan

Holy Family, Dayton OH - 1952

Pat (Clemens) Setser

Laurie Ketcham Plotz Certificate - 1969

St. John, Bergenfield NJ

Sarah T. Miller’s Prayer Book - 1926

Mother of Sorrors, Birmingham AL

Kathleen Evan’s Remembrance Book - 1957

Assumption, Jacksonville FL
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Faith in Action

Our Youth in Jamaica
Going to Kingston, Jamaica was such a blessing

to me. Being able to help those less fortunate than I,
was truly refreshing for my soul. This experience
has taught me that there are many different ways to
love and care for a person. Like I have told many
others, this trip has been better than any vacation
imaginable, and I would go back to Jamaica in a
heartbeat if given the chance. None of this would
have been possible for me if it wasn’t for the dona-
tions from our wonderful parishioners. I would like
to thank them for their contribution towards a won-
derful experience that I will never forget.

Edward Latimer

A life dedicated to the poor. This life is lived by example of the
Brothers who so humbly dedicate their lives to the service of the Lord.
Throughout my seven days in Kingston, Jamaica the Lord’s face was
so clear to me. I saw it in the children who could not communicate
with words but who radiated pure joy in their smiles and lit expres-
sions. I saw it in the adult HIV residents who were so interested in
opening up and sharing their lives with us. I never thought I could find
so much happiness in lotioning feet or feeding a disabled young child.
Waking up at five-thirty every day seemed like much more than a
chore at first. As the week continued I looked forward not only to the
early mornings but the beautiful, prayer-filled, and reverent days in
which the brothers live. I can tell you firsthand God is alive and I have
seen Him. I sincerely thank anyone and everyone who prayed for us
as well as those who donated to help get us to Jamaica. You have
given me a once in a lifetime opportunity and it was not wasted. I
learned to not only be grateful for everything the Lord has given me
but to surrender it on His behalf, choosing to live a simpler, more
humble life and realizing this life is not my own. God is alive and I
have truly seen Him. He is not only living in Kingston but here in our
church community. He is here, living in you. 

Kelsey Jo Hayes

This past week has been a life changing one to say the least. At first I was more excited to fly on a plane than I was to actually be working with
the poor. But once the initial excitement of my first flight was over, the reality of what was to come was sinking in. I began to realize just what I had
gotten myself into. Mr. Klinkenberg had done a wonderful job getting us ready for what we would experience but I had no clue just what to expect.
Once we landed in Jamaica we took a bus to where we would be staying with the brothers, the Missionaries of the Poor. As soon as we got there real-
ity hit. We had no air conditioning, no washing machines and a ton of rice (I hate rice!!). Once I got past all of the “hardships” I decided to leave my
selfishness at the door and walk into the center with selflessness. 

Working in the centers with the disabled, the handicapped, and the lonely was inexplicable. We went to teach them just a little something, but we
left having let them teach us everything. We helped them out a little with chores and cleaning but they helped each of us grow more and go farther
in our faith journey. The passion and desire they have for the Lord, it’s just breathtaking. As I wiped faces and cleaned feet I realized that I wasn’t
just helping an elderly woman, but washing the face and feet of Jesus. These people have nothing, yet they are so joyful.... how could this be? I believe
that their joy comes from within. When we were there, we all felt it. We felt the Holy Spirit. The love that everyone has for each other, the brothers
and even strangers was so foreign to us. There’s no place like Jamaica. I left there a changed person. We grew so close to the residents and to the
brothers that leaving was so much harder than we had expected. Even though we were going home to air conditioning, actual washing machines
and American food, we still did not want to leave. I can’t wait to go back and help out as best I can. I can’t thank our parishioners enough for all
the financial support and prayers. This experience was a necessary and beautiful one that would not have been possible without Christ the King. So,
from the bottom of my heart... Thank You. 

Ashley Anderson
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If I had to describe my trip to
Jamaica in one word it would be
beautiful. To be able to take myself
out of the typical techno-based
American society and enter into the
selfless situation that we found in
Kingston is gutsy. Having this out-
standing opportunity has helped me
gain respect for the brothers in all that
they do. This trip has also shown me
that I can see God in other people,
which I understood being with the
children at Bethlehem and the women
at Jacobs Well. This trip has been an
eye-opening blessing and I enjoyed
every second. Putting my dreams of
being a missionary and spreading the
word of Christ into action have taught
me so much including how to love
and serve God through myself and
other people through my actions. I
want to personally thank everyone
who gave donations and their prayers
and thoughts to our youth on this
journey. Everything was much appre-
ciated! Thank you for allowing me to
be a light in Christ our savior!

Kelsey Doering

Christ the King youth group was planning a missionary trip to
Jamaica to the Missionaries of the Poor at their various centers. I listened
to both John Klinkenberg and Michelle Buckelew as they spoke of their
amazing experiences with the Missionaries of the Poor last year, and my
heart was filled with incredible desire to go. I was truly blessed to be able
to do so. 

We went to various centers of the Missionaries of the Poor. At each
of the centers, the brother in charge gave us background on the residents
and assigned us to various residents. I expected to feel uncomfortable or
sad at the prospect of seeing children who are mentally or physically chal-
lenged or those whose families were unable to take care of them. These
were children rejected by those who should love them unconditionally.
When I looked into those beautiful faces, my heart was filled with love
and appreciation for each and every one of their sweet souls.

We visited Jacob’s Well, a facility for women up to the age of 108.
The fact that there are various ages among the residents enables those
who have fewer problems to help those who are older and in need of more
assistance. This beautiful sense of community is a very important part of
their life. 

The brothers wear a cross with Christ’s head in the center because
they are his heart, hands and feet. These incredibly, patient, compassion-
ate and loving men are truly His disciples. They recognize each resident’s
wants, needs, and love without words. The brothers are the most amazing
men I have ever met. They laugh, joke and hold the children and attend to
the needs of the adults without ever a harsh word.

I found those of Christ the King’s youth to be amazingly compassion-
ate with the residents. They embraced the life that the brothers lived. The
6:00 a.m. Mass and adoration which followed was always attended by our
youth. At the centers, we had noon prayers each day. We had an evening
rosary and prayers at night. Our youth were properly dressed, respectful
and prayerful at all times. 

Thank you to Christ the King Parish. Many have gone before us and
done and experienced what we did and many more will go, but I am so
thankful for the incredible gift of love we experienced in Jamaica. I will
hold this experience in my heart always. 

Karen Anderson

I was in awe of the brothers
as they cared for those who could
not care for themselves. They
brought out the inner beauty of
each person they touched, even
those who just assisted made all
those around strive to be better
human beings. The Holy Spirit
was truly present wherever the
brothers were. Their prayer life
inspired me to do better, strive
harder and to become closer and
stay closer to Jesus. Since return-
ing from Jamaica I find myself
missing the bells ringing for
prayer time and the brother’s
amazing voices singing praise to
the Lord. I will be forever
changed, striving to live a life of
humility and simplicity. To be a
light in this world shining with
the love of Jesus.

Donna Hayes

I feel that going to Jamaica was a blessing
because it made the Holy Spirit move me. It made
me happy to see how Jesus’ love can change one’s
entire life. It showed me how cruel a government
power can be and that you don’t have to be near
perfect to be happy. It showed me that the little
things that you do for someone can make them
happier than you think. It showed me that taking
care of the people around you is more important
than having material things. The most beautiful
thing to see was the youth group seeing that it’s
more important to take care of the needy than to
live selfishly.

Gabriel Santos
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Ministry Dinner
CTKC Volunteer of the Year

One of the tenets of our Christ the King Parish Mission Statement
is: “…we journey together as a welcoming Catholic Community
centering on the Eucharist and Stewardship as a way of life.” The
epitome of this commission is modeled in the actions of our recipients
of this year’s award. This couple has taken a leadership role in
representing our parish to the city at large in our outreach to those
who are marginalized by hunger and homelessness.

Monthly, for the past five years these selfless stewards have
organized, procured, supervised and served literally thousands of hot,
nutritious meals to those seeking refuge in the I.M. Sulzbacher Center
in downtown Jacksonville. At each setting nearly five hundred meals
are compassionately provided to those who might otherwise go
hungry. This couple is the face of Christ the King Parish and the
hands and feet of Jesus among those who many would consider
‘untouchable.’ “I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.”
Matthew 25:35.

Through the years she has been actively involved in the Altar
Society cleaning the linens, vessels, altar pieces, vestments, and the
church as needed, and as a member of the Council of Catholic
Women. He currently serves as a member of the Parish Finance
Council. As well, both are faithful in their participation in Eucharistic
Adoration, the practice of making simple visits to the church to be
near the Blessed Sacrament.

It is with joy and great honor that we confer the 2013 Christ the
King Parish Volunteer of the Year award upon Stephen and Ann
Franklin. Deus lo vult!

Distinguished Service Award

In 1971 a young couple moved to Jacksonville and registered as
parishioners at Christ the King. In the ensuing 42 years these
dedicated disciples have become indispensable threads in the fabric
of which this parish is noted - for its hospitality, social justice, and
stewardship. From the outset they hit the ground running, he as an
Usher, Knight of Columbus, co-leader for in-home Bible Study
initiatives, and as a Vincentian.  She is also a co-leader for Bible
Study groups, actively serves as a member of the Christ the King
Courier newspaper staff, and spends countless hours fielding calls for
help through the St. Vincent dePaul ministry.

Regardless the opportunities and challenges, these faithful
stewards have given unconditionally of their time and talent, lovingly
and wholeheartedly, in fulfilling their response to God’s call to “love
your neighbor…”.  This faith community and beyond is greatly
enriched as a great many lives have been directly and positively
impacted as though by the hands of Jesus through the blessing of an
encounter with these self-sacrificing servants.

“…so is my word that goes out from my mouth; It will not return
to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the
purpose for which I sent it.” Isaiah 55:11. Thank you God for sending
our Christ the King family these ambassadors of good will and
perseverance in your works. It is our joy and great privilege to honor
our recipients of the 2013 Distinguished Service Award… John and
Marjorie (Mickey) Kenny
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Christ the King Catholic School 

Volunteer of the Year

“I have seen and met angels wearing the disguise of ordinary peo-
ple living ordinary lives.” Tracy Chapman surely had our recipient of
the 2012–2013 School Volunteer of the Year award in mind when she
penned that poignant metaphor. This recipient is a benevolent, celes-
tial being who has worked hard for the benefit of our school children
and parish community. In 2009, our parish relocated its Child Care
Center into its new building on Arlington Road, which also spawned
a renovation of existing facilities to include accommodations for the
CK Athletic League and the building of a new T-ball field on the
existing school playground. With great enthusiasm and unwavering
determination, our ‘angel’ developed and organized the inaugural
‘Country Store’ enterprise to enable the school to afford to reinstall
the playground in its new location in accordance with prevailing
code. The project met with tremendous success and thus began a tra-
dition that has persevered through two Country Store events per year
in successive years, with the funds generated devoted to the develop-
ment of technology in the school. Today, Christ the King will be one
of the first Catholic elementary schools in the Diocese to achieve a
one to one initiative with iPads throughout middle school. This is in
large part attributable to the foresight, determination, selfless dedica-
tion and plain old hard work on the part of this ‘angel among us.’

In the process, she has taught us more than just giving back to
one’s community. She has taught us that everyone should actively
seek ways to include others. The Country Store is more than a vehi-
cle to raise money for our school, it is a way for parishioners and
school parents to belong and participate in nurturing and building our
community.

Congratulations and thank you Charm Saults for your energy,
passion and selfless devotion to Christ the King School. 

Ministry Dinner

Ministry of the Year 

St. Francis of Assisi is quoted: “Preach the Gospel at all times,
and if necessary, use words.” That seems to be the model of evange-
lization with which most of us Catholics are comfortable. There is,
however, a group of devoted disciples among us who take the calling
to evangelize more explicitly. They personally lead, guide, and direct
individuals seeking to learn about the Catholic faith and establish or
intensify a relationship with God along the path to a personal
Metanoia, or conversion, and Providentially, to full union with Holy
Mother Church and her sacred Sacraments.

Since the year 2000, James Scott (Deacon) and a cadre of inspired
catechists and sponsors have led nearly 300 individuals through a rig-
orous process of inquiry, reflection, prayer, instruction, discernment,
and formation in a process known as The Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults (RCIA). From the Period of Inquiry, Rite of Acceptance,
twenty-eight weekly sessions, the Rite of Sending, Rite of Election,
Day of Reflection, and three different Scrutinies, the Catechumens
and Candidates ultimately are received into full Communion at the
Easter Vigil. They then complete eight additional weeks of
Mystagogy – the formation and teaching continues during this time,
in order to help the neophytes become incorporated in to the full life
of the Christian community.

Among those of us gathered here tonight approximately one in
three has entered into full communion with our Church through the
RCIA process and many have been touched directly by those current-
ly serving as Catechists and Sponsors. Those blessed to have had the
privilege of their mentorship and fellowship are a testament to their
dedication and inspiration, indeed, of their evangelization. It is with
much joy and gratitude that Christ the King Parish honors The Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) as the 2013 Ministry of the
Year.  
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La Salette, 1846
by Mickey Kenny

Heidi was one of the first really long books
I read by myself – motivated less by maternal
“encouragement” than by love of Heidi herself
and how wonderful I thought her life was in the
peace, quiet, and beauty of the Alps with her
grandfather. I wished I were Heidi as I read the
book cover to cover, and then again. Well it was
the same setting for Melanie, 14, and Maximin,
11, as they watched the animals in their care.

Melanie and Maximin were not religious
children and it has often been pointed out that
they did not become very “saintly” as a result of
their experience. As Melanie picked up their
sacks and prepared to take the trip back to town,
she called Maximin to come and see the large
circle of brilliant light, brighter than the sun,
coming from the ravine and rising. As they start-
ed to run away in fear, the circle seemed to open
and reveal a woman in tears. Slowly she got up
and came to them. She asked them to come to
her and not to be afraid; she inquired if they said
their prayers well and they told her they barely
said them at all. The lady with the crystalline
tears encouraged them to say at least the Our
Father and Hail Mary in the morning and at
night. She continued to be saddened by the way
in which her son was remembered, honored, and
revered. She told them the time was getting
short when a famine would occur unless people
underwent a conversion and returned to the
sacraments.

Twelve years before Lourdes and eighty-
seven years before Fatima, La Salette became a

place of conversion for those who came to
believe in this apparition which has been
described so beautifully by Monsignor John S.
Kennedy within the book A Woman Clothed

with the Sun, which I am sincerely encouraging
everyone to find and read. His description of
“the times” (remember that’s 1846!) will proba-
bly strike a familiar note.

Many ties with the traditional past had been
violently sundered, much that was immemorial
had been sent crashing to bits, and the situation
in the country was uncertain. ...Revolution was
not confined to the political order; it affected all
of life. Religion ... had suffered persecution or
severe intellectual
attack and was to be
countered by a concep-
tion of man’s nature and
destiny radically differ-
ent ....

Fewer and fewer
went to Sunday Mass.
The Sacraments were
neglected. Once there
had prevailed a
Christian view of life,
an awareness of God, a
wholesome piety. Now
there was far more curs-
ing than praying, and
Christian attitudes and
observance had given
way to self-indulgence,
greediness, a hard
worldly spirit.

She encouraged these children to spread the
messages she had given them as she rose to
higher ground and disappeared with her tears
gone and joy in her face as she looked toward
heaven.

The children were questioned extensively, of
course, but it became noticeable that there was a
resurgence of attendance at services and a return
to the sacraments. As Catholics we have been
given so many opportunities to stave off the
consequences of an extensively worldly society.
We should all be encouraged to look into all the
reports we have been given. 

A Woman Clothed with the Sun, edited by John J. Delaney,
Doubleday Religious Publishing Group, Oct 1, 1990 - Religion -
240 pages.

A Woman Clothed with the Sun considers the seven most sig-
nificant apparitions of Our Lady in the past two centuries: that of
the Miraculous Medal at Paris, those at La Salette, Lourdes,
Knock, Fatima, Beauraing, Banneux—and also the sixteenth-cen-
tury appearance of Mary at Guadalupe with its profound message
for Americans. The historical background of each apparition is
given, the vision itself described, and Mary’s messages are quot-
ed by writers distinguished for their special knowledge of the
apparitions and their literary excellence. In his introductory chap-
ter, editor, John J. Delaney traces the relationships between the
apparitions and provides a penetrating analysis of their signifi-
cance.

Recipient of the Marian Library Medal, A Woman Clothed

with the Sun has been critically acclaimed as the one book on Our
Lady that should be read by everyone.

October is the month of the Rosary

Come join the whole community of

Christ the King

for the

Holy Rosary Procession & Mass

to honor the Blessed Mother

Saturday, October 5th at 7:45 a.m.

at the Grotto

Sacristan

Appreciation

by Jerry Blair

On Saturday evening, July 6, after the vigil Mass, Father Thanh host-
ed an appreciation dinner in the rectory for the serving sacristans. This
was the first time, other than during training sessions, that we were able
to all be together at the same time. It was a time for us to visit, socialize,
and share “sacristan stories.” It was a special opportunity for me as min-
istry head to thank the others for their time and dedication to our ministry.

We enjoyed Father Thanh, Father Amar and Father Pawel sharing
some of their stories from before and early in their priesthood. We espe-
cially liked Father Pawel’s story of being a sacristan at the age of twelve
and how big the church door key was. We had a lot of laughs hearing
George Barletta and John Morrissey share their “learning Latin school
days.” (I was impressed.) I am sure that Sister Nancy enjoyed this as
much as any one of us, probably thinking she was glad they were not in
her class.

We had an open discussion about our personal feelings and satisfac-
tions we receive from serving in our ministry. Father Pawel’s words said
it best - We are taking care of God’s house.

I would invite and encourage everyone who has not served in one of
our many ministries to look at the list in the parish bulletin and choose
one that you think you might enjoy.  Inquire about it. I can assure you that
it is a satisfying honor and privilege you don’t want to miss.

Now for the best part.  We were served a delicious Italian meal that
would make an Olive Garden chef envious, finished off with apple pie
and ice cream.  All was prepared and served by Laurie Plotz, Kathy
Nichols and their talented help.

A BIG thank you to all from us sacristans.



Exciting times are upon us
here at Christ the King! Many
changes are coming, and with
these changes, opportunities to
become more active stakehold-
ers in our parish are presenting
themselves. If there was ever a
time to become involved in the
community, it is now!

Over the next several
months, Christ the King will
embark on a new endeavor
intended to bring the men of
our parish community together
in fellowship through the That
Man Is You! program. The goal
is to bring men closer to their
faith, and to get them to partic-

ipate more in their parish and home life. All of us can use a little self-
improvement, and this program provides us with the tools to become bet-
ter men of faith, better husbands, and better fathers. We encourage men of
all ages to join us as we kick this program off this fall. 

With our school getting back to business, this is a great opportunity
for the dads to connect with each other to create a more effective founda-
tion of faith for our children. For those who have not yet experienced the
joys of parenthood, and for those who are empty nesters, this is a great
way to come closer to your faith and to form friendships within our com-
munity.

So much change is ahead of us as a parish. We can either be specta-
tors watching from the sideline or we can be participants, helping to cre-
ate the path to our future as a community. If you aren’t currently active in
any ministries or volunteering in the parish in some capacity, you are
missing out on an opportunity to have a hand in the direction we follow,
while forming bonds with other members of the community.

I read an article recently discussing why people were unsatisfied with
their church. The bulk of the reasoning behind why people were disen-
chanted was tied to their lack of participation. People come to Mass each
week, sit for an hour to fulfill their obligation, leave the church, and that
is the extent of their connection to the church they attend. Attending Mass
is no different than going to see a movie for many. People want to be
entertained, but they don’t want to be tasked with participating.

Parts of any healthy church community, regardless of denomination,
are the extracurricular activities that bring people together outside of the
confines of weekly services. It’s in this environment where you discover
who your fellow travelers are, and you develop relationships that go well
beyond the hour or so spent in a pew weekly. At the same time, it can
bring you closer to your faith, and give you a better understanding as well,
simply by gaining exposure to others in the community in similar circum-
stances to your own. 

If you’re one of those people who prefer to stay on the perimeter and
not get involved, take a chance and get out of your comfort zone. There is
no harm in trying new things, especially where the reward is a deeper,
more meaningful relationship with God, and with the people you’re wor-
shiping with on a weekly basis. Get out of that self-imposed box and
explore your personal relationship with God and your faith community
here at Christ the King.
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Got the Golden Ticket

by Carol-Ann Black 

Now the truth is that I did not get the golden ticket. My daughter did,
and she was willing to share, because one ticket really meant two. So Juli
flew down from Philadelphia for the June 8 Antiques Roadshow event
here in Jacksonville. The tickets are for a timed admission and we arrived
a few minutes ahead of our 11:00 a.m. show time. The system is that you
work your way through a long screening line, which took us about an hour
and a half. I was carrying a large basket over my arm with a folk art tug-
boat and two old books. In her pocket Juli had an old set of beads - bone
or ivory was the question - and a large suit box with Victorian era cere-
monial belts worn by a British soldier of the time. 

This all sounds a bit tedious and tiring, but it was actually lots of fun
to see what people were bringing in for appraisal. Most folks were quite
sociable and happy to share about their items, so the time passed quickly.
And most of us were pretty well arranged for transporting our items - all
manner of wheeled carts and dollies were in use and they worked pretty
well. One notable exception was a lady dragging a wobbly cart piled with
all sorts of boxes and plastic tubes - all of which were not in sturdy con-
dition so lids fell off and stuff scattered in all directions. She had come
with someone else who had deserted her and she was finally reduced to

tears. People were helpful, but she really needed that other person with
her. I’m not sure what became of her and her treasures, but I wouldn’t
want to be the missing sidekick when he/she finally turned up.

At the top of the line I received a ticket for the folk art appraiser and
one for books. Juli’s items would be looked at by the militaria people and
the oriental items appraiser. Our first stop was, I think, the most interest-
ing. The line was short and the militaria expert was really interesting and
interested in Juli’s items. They were quite beautiful and in excellent con-
dition and turned out to be valued at about a $1,000.00 for the five items.
Not too shabby for a box-lot that she purchased several years ago at the
Salvation Army for $35.00. My tugboat was next. Also not a long wait,
and valued at $300.00 here in Jacksonville, probably $500.00 if sold in
Philadelphia where the “Enid” once worked in the harbor. My Arctic
explorer’s books, although 150 years old, were common as dirt and worth
about $100.00. THEN came the beads and the line for oriental items. I
reckon that would have taken two hours for those puny little beads and I
declared that it was time to consider retreat. How much could they possi-
bly be worth anyway? Juli acquiesced and we headed for the door. We had
been at the Roadshow for three and a half hours, and we passed through
an area where the various sponsors of Antiques Roadshow had a presence.
That was interesting in itself as they had on display the first Subaru that
was imported into the U.S. market in the early sixties and the “Talk Back”
recording area. We collected various freebies - a pocket flashlight, a tee
shirt, NPR/Roadshow info - and our day was over.

But not really over. In the initial screening line Juli and I had enjoyed
conversation with two gentlemen behind us. Turns out that both men work
at the Lightner Museum in St. Augustine, and they invited us to explore
their museum before Juli returned to Philadelphia. So we did just that on
the following Tuesday. As directed, when we arrived at the Lightner we
checked in at reception and Barry Meyer, the curator, came down (as he
had promised) to give us a quick look around and then we could continue
on our own. Our “quick look around” magically turned into more than two
hours and we closed the place down. Have you ever been to the Lightner?
If not you should take the time to go and enjoy the amazing collection of
collections that Mr. Lightner installed in this beautiful once-upon-a-time
hotel. I do believe that the Lightner visit was the best part of our Antiques
Roadshow experience.

Tim Talks
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by Yolanda Cerqueira 

The Mini-Vinnies of the St. Vincent de Paul Society were at it again.
This time it was the first grade class of Mrs. Colleen Lewis.  Mrs. Lewis
and her class decided that they would use half of the money the class had
acquired to help some people who were not as fortunate they were. After
some discussion, they chose the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

One sunny morning in May they went to Publix market and carefully
made their purchases. A few days later they were ready to deliver their
canned goods to our Food Pantry. As eager first graders, the children had
many questions about the people who would receive the food. 

Why does St. Vincent de Paul help people?
Why do the people need the food? 
Why don’t they earn the money to buy the food?
Do you bring the food to their house? 
This writer was not only impressed with the variety of questions but

also, how attentive they were to the answers. They seemed to take it all
in. The more information they received the more questions they had.  It is
obvious that Mrs. Lewis does marvelous work with these first-graders. 

But wait, there is a tad more. The other half of the money they had in
their treasury was spent on a well-deserved pizza party topped off with
cake and a movie. Congratulations to the first grade class of Mrs. Lewis
for their good works helping others! 

Mini-Vinnies In The News

It is time to go through your garage and sort through all the items you
cannot use anymore. We are accepting donations for the Country Store
again every Saturday from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.

We need furniture, housewares, working appliances large and small,
linens, curtains, rugs, lamps, bath items, cookware, glassware, radios,
tools, crafts, toys, games, children’s clothes, etc.  Small items can be
dropped off at the Religious Article Store.  If you need items picked up
please call Charm 377-1299.

Supplies needed: scotch tape, masking tape, garage sale stickers, fine
point markers, quart, gallon and 2 gallon size plastic bags, Mr. Clean, &
paper towels. 

The biggest need is volunteers to sign up now to help on Saturdays
and during the Country Store sale. Contact Charm.

The Country Store will be held on November 1, 2, and 3.

Country Store Time

by David Bereit

National Director

40 Days for Life

Bryan/College Station, Texas — The most significant abortion center
closure — in the 40 years of legalized abortion since the Roe v. Wade
Supreme Court decision — was made public today when Planned
Parenthood Gulf Coast, Inc. announced that it was shutting down its
abortion facility in Bryan/College Station, Texas after fifteen tumultuous
years in business.

In 2003, on the 30th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, ABC’s Nightline
spotlighted pro-life efforts in Bryan/College Station and said the
community was “shaping the abortion debate” in America. Since that
time, the local Planned Parenthood abortion facility gained worldwide
notoriety as:
tSite of the first-ever 40 Days for Life campaign in  2004, an effort that

has since grown into a worldwide pro-life mobilization of 575,000
volunteers in 501 cities around the globe; saving 7,536 babies from
abortion, closing 37 abortion centers, and helping 83 workers to quit
their jobs in the abortion industry

tPlace where former abortion center director and Planned Parenthood
employee of the year Abby Johnson experienced a conversion, quit
her job, and became an outspoken pro-life advocate, going on to found
And Then There Were None, a new ministry which has since helped
60 other workers to leave the abortion industry over the last year.

tHome of the Coalition for Life, the grassroots organization which
Planned Parenthood credited for  making the community “the most
anti-choice place in the nation” in which Planned Parenthood
experienced its “most consistent and active” opposition in the nation. 

David Bereit, national director of 40 Days for Life, said: “This is epic
news fifteen years in the making! Thousands of dedicated community
members have faithfully prayed and held peaceful vigils outside this
abortion center, offered hope and alternatives to turn away prospective
Planned Parenthood customers, and educated the community about the
harm of Planned Parenthood. These efforts, combined with the decisive
action of the Texas legislature, have finally brought about this closure that
is an answer to prayer.”

Shawn Carney, 40 Days for Life campaign director, said: “As the
birthplace of 40 Days for Life and the place where Abby Johnson resigned
after eight years working for America’s largest abortion chain, this is a
huge victory for the entire pro-life movement! Peaceful and prayerful
local opposition to abortion is ending abortion from the grassroots up.”

Bobby Reynoso, executive director of the Coalition for Life, said: “I
was surprised when Abby Johnson walked through our doors back in
2009, but today I am not. Victories like these should be expected when a
community of faith stands up against the greatest injustice of the day.
How little was my faith then, but today I’m reminded once again of how
great a God we serve.”

Abby Johnson, former Bryan/College Station Planned Parenthood
abortion center director and founder of And Then There Were None, said:
“This is what grace truly looks like. Knowing that the former abortion
clinic I once ran is now closing is the biggest personal victory of my life.
From running that facility, to then advocating for its closure, and now
celebrating that dream ... it shows that my life has indeed come full circle.
I am honored to have worked with so many who helped with my
conversion and the closure of this facility. We will continue to fight until
every abortion clinic in this country has shut its doors.”

This news was also accompanied by announcements of closures of
two other Texas Planned Parenthood centers - in Huntsville and Lufkin -
both of which were sites of 40 Days for Life campaigns. God is
AMAZING!!

Historic Abortion Center Closure Announced

Smile ...

God loves YOU!
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Pilgrimage to Italy

by Denise Stiles-Yount 

Roman holiday? Three Coins in the Fountain? Italian Gelato? Pizza?
Handsome Gladiator-types strolling through Rome? Sign me Up!!

Screech! Halt!
Nine Masses in 10 days! Holy site tours only! Rosaries on the bus!

Touring 3-4 churches a day! SHARING! Walking, walking, walking,
sometimes up holy steps on your knees! (That was my mother, Margie,
not me, and yes, she made it to the top). What in the world did I sign up
for!?

Only the best 10-day vacation-er-pilgrimage I ever had!
How many people in 10 days have had Mass in a cave consecrated by

the Archangel Saint Michael, in a Catacomb, St. Peter’s Basilica, St.
Francis Basilica and five more equally spiritual places. Yes, they all
seemed to be at the bottom of many, many steps - in basements, caves,
catacombs etc. but Father Thanh did a superb job of linking each site and
day to each other and matching his homilies to where we were on any
given day. I looked forward to each day’s Mass and the camaraderie we
all felt worshipping and praying together.

I am a self-pro-
fessed history nut.
Four years of high
school Latin left me
with a deep appre-
ciation of Roman
art and culture. I
never made the
c o n n e c t i o n
between the art, the
culture and the
church until this
trip. The art blew
my socks off! The
Pieta, Sistine
Chapel, all of the
churches and basilicas with the wonderful domes and frescoes were all
amazing. Our tour guides and Father Thanh gave meaning to everything
I saw and experienced.

The 24 of us bonded as a group and I will cherish these memories for-
ever.

To wrap it up, I will give you Denise’s Top 10 Facts I Didn’t Know
Before Our Pilgrimage to Italy.

1.  The Basilica of the Archangel Michael is the only Catholic Church not
consecrated by man. The archangel St. Michael consecrated it him-
self.

2.  St. Mary Major church is the largest church in the world honoring God
through Mary.

3.  The Pope is also the Bishop of Rome and his main church is St. John
Lateran (not St. Peter’s ).

4.  Michelangelo was 23 years old when he sculpted the Pieta in St.
Peter’s Basilica.

5.  In Lanciano, a Eucharistic miracle took place which turned the bread
and wine into flesh and blood. (Interesting also is the fact that scien-
tific tests have confirmed that the blood type is the same as blood
found on the shroud of Turin.)

6.  Gelato IS better than ice cream.
7.  The Nazarene home where Mary was raised and received the angel

Gabriel is now in Loreto, Italy. It was reportedly moved during the
Muslim invasion to protect it. The house sits inside a majestic temple,
surrounded by buildings and surrounded by a citadel. Breathtaking!

8.  In St. Francis’s time only the rich were allowed in church.
9.  St. Francis organized the first living nativity in 1223.
10. There are 10,999 steps in the Vatican Museum and Foxy counted

every one as we walked them all-twice! (I made this up-there were
only 10,998)
To sum it up we ate, prayed, walked, sang and laughed through 10

wonderful days in Italy. It was even more meaningful that I got to do it
with my mother!

Our Group of 24
by Terry Cadoura

We had never been on a pilgrimage. I had never been out of the United
States. I had been a Catholic all my life. Charlie practiced Catholicism
from the time we married 42 years ago. He surprised me by secretly
attending RCIA classes and converting in 1992.

God had blessed our lives so much. We thanked Him every day for
everything: our children, our jobs, our health and our families. There was
no doubt in our mind how much we loved God and knew He loved
us…until the pilgrimage to Italy with Father Thanh and our “group of
24.” We only had known two people before the trip, but as we attended
daily Mass together, our 24 separate lives began to unfold and mold
together.

From the time we arrived in Rome on Sunday and received the Papal
Blessing from Pope Francis, it was go, go, go and we went, went, went.
The pilgrimage began with Father Thanh saying Mass in a nearby convent
and we shared our first meal together as the “group of 24.”

During the 10-day pilgrimage, we not only visited the Vatican and St.
Peter’s Basilica but walked the Catacombs! One of the most inspiring
Masses was when Father Thanh said a Healing Mass at St. Michael of the
Archangel Church. People from various nationalities and languages stood
in line to request healing petitions for themselves and their loved ones! It
was beautiful to see the love for God in people from all over the world!

We were blessed with so many Masses in so many special churches,
including St. Mary Major Church, St. Francis Basilica in Assisi and the
Sanctuary of St. Michael the Archangel. On Father’s Day, Father Thanh
performed a Mass at our Lady of Angels Basilica. At the end of the Mass,
a picture was taken at the altar with Father Thanh and the four men in our
group to honor their roles as fathers. It was impressive.

The most exciting event was being in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican,
seeing Pope Francis in person and receiving his blessings. It was an expe-
rience of a lifetime. Even though there were 100,000 people in and around
the square, we each felt a “oneness” between ourselves and the pope. It
was a dream come true!

We didn’t think we could be more connected in our personal relation-
ship with God, but every one of us was forever touched by the experi-
ences on the pilgrimage. Charlie and I know that our lives will never be
the same. In 10 days, our group of 24 personalities was transformed into
a solid and unshakable faith.

Our Walk in Faith

EPS
Babies saved in 2013

Abortion minded clients - 63
Changed mind - 33

Scobie’s visit Father Carey

in Ireland

While touring Ireland, Dennis and Deb Scobie had the chance

to visit with Father Brian Carey
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Betty
by Lucille Guzzone 

The dictionary is resplendent with many adjectives
which can define a person, whether it applies to
physical attributes, personality or character. Rarely is
one particular person blessed with so much in life
that it becomes so difficult to choose just a few
choice words to describe her. Betty Wheeler was a
perfect example of this. She was the consummate
matriarch of a large and loving family, and no
persons could have known her better than her
husband and children. Her extended family loved
her more than words can say, and even though there
were so many of them, each one held a special place in
her heart.

For those of us who knew her as a friend and or as an
acquaintance, it was obvious that the warmth and caring which
she shared with those close to her was extended to many others, as well.

Betty never said no. She was the first to help when a friend was in
need. Frequently she offered her delicious homemade meatballs to the
homebound. She made numerous phone calls trying to obtain a walker for
a friend who was recuperating from surgery. One time she even “baby
sat” a pet parakeet for a fellow member of the Christ the King Council of

Catholic Women. She panicked when it escaped while she was trying to
clean its cage. It seemed humorous to others, but it was truly serious

business for Betty.
At church she was an active parishioner. She organized the

dinner portion of our celebration on Epiphany Sunday.
She worked diligently in the St. Vincent de Paul office

before attending adoration each Friday. Whenever there
was something which required volunteers, Betty was
one of the first to line up. 

Betty Wheeler was a wife, mother, grandmother,
great-grandmother, housekeeper, chef, seamstress,
gardener and, very importantly, teacher.

After completing about twenty years as an
elementary school teacher in the Duval County School

System, she was ready for a change. However, she
continued her profession as an educator by focusing on

the children of Christ the King Parish. For a short time
she had a lead supervisory role in the Religious Education

program (formerly called CCD). But she missed the classroom and
settled in as a third grade teacher. The last two decades of her life were
devoted to planning and preparing for each Wednesday-evening class. 

The children loved her because she understood them well and taught
the whole child, focusing on each one’s individual circumstance. Each
week she arrived with her crayons, magic markers, scissors, glue,
textbooks and treats. Occasionally, one of her great-grandchildren
accompanied her to help drag the cart which was loaded with her
supplies. She helped with First Communion rehearsals and attended
Confirmation Masses to witness her former students receiving the
sacrament. For the holiday assemblies she provided costumes, such as
saints’ and elves’ outfits for those children whose families could not
afford them. One year she played the part of St. Joseph when the child
assigned to the part was ill. She crouched down as small as she could to
give the effect that a third grader was speaking. At one Christmas
assembly, because of a misunderstanding, a fourth “Wise Man” arrived
fully costumed. Once again, Betty took care of the situation by placing a
very well dressed “shepherd” next to the manger. 

Since she supplied many angel’s wings for the little ones throughout
the years, it would be so comforting to imagine that when Betty Wheeler
arrived in Heaven, a pair of the most pristine angel wings were waiting
just for her! A beautiful image! We miss you, Betty.

Religious Education for Children Update

Registration and Meet and Greet for
parents of Religious Education students will
be held in the school on September 4,
beginning at 6:30 p.m. Calendars and other
pertinent information will be distributed and
discussed at that time. Registration forms are
found on the Christ the King website. In order
to facilitate registration, it is recommended
that these forms be completed before that
evening. However, additional forms will be
available at registration. Baptism certificates
are required for all first-time attendees.
Certificates are also mandatory in order for the
child to be admitted to the sacrament classes. 

A $5 discount will be applied for families
who pay in full on the night of registration.
However, parents have until September 25 to

pay the registration fee, which is $45 for one
child and $50 for a family of more than one. 
Parents of more than one participating child
should report to the youngest child’s teacher
first. Directions to each class will be available
at the school’s entrance.

For any questions or concerns, please
contact Lucille Guzzone, 724-9617 or
lu4070@aol.com.

Children’s Liturgy

Children’s liturgy will begin September 8
and will run weekly at the 9:00 a.m. Mass. All
children from Pre-K 4 to second grade are
encouraged to attend.
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Why Become a Knight of Columbus

by Frank Becht, PGK

Knights are Men of Action:

Knights are the “strong right arm of
their local parishes.” They serve in
every ministry of the Parish:
Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers,
Ushers, Cantors, Money Counters,
Choirs, Vocations, Visitation of the
Sick, Right to Life, you name it.

Knights are Men of Principle:

Knights are dedicated to the
principles of Charity (our faith
teaches us to “Love thy neighbor as
thyself”); Unity (none of us is as
good as all of us together);
Fraternity (to provide help and
support to those in need in our
Church and community); and
Patriotism ( we are proud of our
devotion to God and country and
believe in standing up for both.)

Knights Become Better

Catholics: Knights are dedicated to
promoting Family: they hold First
Friday Masses, Wives Appreciation
Nights, annual Memorial Services
for our deceased members, parties
for the children at Christmas and
Easter, and maintain a Brotherly
Care Program to minister to our
sick, elderly, and disabled who are

unable to attend Mass and receive
communion.

Knights Support our Young

Men: They maintain a Squires
Program for character development
of our young men from age 10 to 18
to encourage Knighthood. 

Knights Support Right to

Life: The Knights are avid
supporters of Right to Life. They
hold fund raising programs to
support and assist anti-abortion
centers such as Emergency
Pregnancy Services and Women’s
Help Center. They helped renovate
their locations and provide
equipment and clerical support on a
continuing basis.

Knights Support Vocations:

Knights provide support to young
men in the seminary on a regular
basis. The Supreme Council has a
Military Scholarship Program on a
national basis to help fund the
education of seminarians due to the
lack of military chaplains. The
Knights of Columbus have pledged
$200,000 for five years for a total
of $1,000,000. This will result in
support to the military by providing
more chaplains and more priests for
the participating dioceses. 

Knights Follow in the

Footsteps of a Saint-To-Be: Father
Michael J. McGivney formed the
Knights of Columbus, a fraternal
organization, in 1882 for the
purpose of rendering support and
financial aid to the sick, disabled,
and needy members and their
families in the New Haven,
Connecticut area at a time when no
help was available from any source.
Father McGivney has been
submitted for sainthood to the
Vatican as result of the Knights
becoming known as the world’s
foremost Catholic fraternal
organization.

The Knights of Columbus
are very family oriented,
sponsoring many social
functions that are open to
family members. The Knights
recognize the importance of
family by making awards to
Family of the Month and
Family of the Year. We
encourage our fathers to
become involved in the Knights
and encourage the young men
in their families to join the
squires to set them in the
direction of family life.

The need for strong role
models has never been greater. If
sanctity of life, family values, and
true religious freedom are to
survive, democratic nations need
commitment from people of faith.

That’s what the Knights of
Columbus is all about. The patriotic
Degree is the pinnacle of
Knighthood. We live, serve, and
protect the truth. When you become
a Knight of Columbus consider
taking your journey one step
further. Become a Fourth Degree
Knight.

“Sir Knight” is more than a
title. It’s an honor. 

Join us - the time is now!

Peach Pound Cake

Taken from: Georgia on my Menu

by the Junior League of Cobb-

Marietta, Ga

Makes 10 to 12 servings

1 cup butter, softened

3 cups sugar

6 eggs

3 cups all-purpose flour

¼ teaspoon each, baking soda and salt

½ cup sour cream

2 cups medium-ripe fresh peaches, peeled and chopped

1 teaspoon each, vanilla extract and almond extract

1. Preheat oven to 350˚.  Grease and flour a 10-inch tube

pan. Line bottom with parchment paper.  Set aside. 

2. In large mixing bowl, beat butter and sugar well, until

very light and fluffy.

3. Beating well after each addition, add eggs one at a time.

4. In a separate bowl, combine flour, baking soda and salt. 

Mix together sour cream and peaches. Beginning and

ending with dry ingredients, alternately add dry

ingredients and sour cream-peach mixture to creamed

mixture.  Beat well after each addition.

Stir in extracts.

5. Pour batter into prepared pan and bake until cake tests

done (a toothpick inserted into cake comes out clean),  70

to 80 minutes.  Cool slightly, remove from pan and cool

completely.

Nutrients per serving: 615 calories, 25.5 grams fat (37 percent
total calories), 186 milligrams cholesterol, 322 milligrams
sodium.
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Knightly News

First Friday Mass -

July

On July 7, Monsignor Danaher
joined the Council for his final First
Friday Mass. After Mass, Past Grand
Knight John Morrissey asked all of the
other Past Grand Knights to come
forward for a special presentation to
Monsignor Danaher. First, he read a
history of Monsignor’s service to the
Council for the past 23 years. Next he
presented a beautiful plaque which
summarized that history along with a
gift card to Capital Grille rather than a
check, for he is known to give the
checks to the needy. Those in
attendance were overwhelmed and
responded accordingly. As usual, a
delicious dinner was provided by
Laura Morris and assistants. 

Brotherly Care

The program of visitation of the sick and
homebound continues under the direction of Ramon
Day following the monthly 8:00 a.m. Mass at Christ
the King.

Road Cleanup

The monthly road cleanup of a section of Lone Star
Road takes place at 9:00 a.m.

Coffee and Donuts

Council 4727 under the direction of John Lewis
serves coffee and donuts the first Sunday of each
month after the 7:00 and 9:00 a.m. Masses at Christ the
King.

Camp Promise

Council 4727 held a fun day on June 27 for youth,
ages 14 to 30 years. This include a barbeque lunch
prepared and served by Fred Wheeler, Steve Bell,
DGK , and John Klinkenberg, GK.

Forty Days for Life

For the past several months, Past Grand Knight
Dennis Scobie has directed an opposition effort to the
renovation of the Planned Parenthood building on
Powers Ave. Each Monday from 1:00-2:00 p.m.
members of Christ the King, many of whom are
Knights and K’Cees, stand and pray in protest.

by Frank Becht, PGK and Nick Klepac

Installation of Officers 

The following Knights were elected to the
2013-14 year. Installation took place on July 30 at
Christ the King after the 5:00 p.m. Mass.
Monsignor Danaher concelebrated Mass with
Father Blair Gaynes of Resurrection and Fathers
Duda and Amar of Christ the King.

Grand Knight- John Klinkenberg
Deputy Grand Knight - Steve Bell
Chancellor - Nick Klepac
Warden - Mark Gregorio
Treasurer - Tito Espejo
Recorder - Jim Rogers
Outside Guard - Gary Foxworth
Inside Guard - Billy Morris
Advocate - George Dewey
Three Year Trustee - John Morrissey
Two Year Trustee - George Pruitt
One Year Trustee - Butch Ferrizzi

A delicious dinner and reception prepared by
John and Coleen Lewis and staff followed. Also
helping with the table setup and decoration were
two creative ladies, Tina Morrissey and Jackie
Comstock.

Council Chaplain 

During the Mass homily Monsignor Danaher
announced he was resigning as Council Chaplain
after more than 20 years. Monsignor actually
served 23 years, from 1990 to 2013. In comments
following Mass, Grand Knight John Klinkenberg
announced that Father Stephen Zehler, Pastor of
Resurrection, had been appointed as Council
Chaplain. A long applause followed.

Flag Day

Fourth Degree members
of Council 4727 participated
in the First Jacksonville Flag
Day celebration at the
Memorial Wall on June 14.



Tootsie Roll Drive

On May 19, Council 4727 held
a Tootsie Roll drive at both Christ
the King and Resurrection parishes.
The affair was under the direction
of Ramon Day with $915 collected
for the special needs charity.

Fourth Degree

Fourth Degree Assembly 2368,
with which most of the members of
Council 4727 are affiliated, elected
new officers for the year of 2013-
14. Council 4727 is honored to
have PGK Jose Praxedes elected as
the Faithful Navigator, newly elect-
ed Grand Knight John Klinkenberg
as Scribe, Jack Brown as Outside
Sentinel and PGK John Morrissey
as Inside Sentinel. Congratulations
to these hard working Knights!

Soup Kitchen

On Friday, June 28, Council
members gathered at the Council

Hall to prepare peanut butter and
jelly sandwiches for the St. Francis
Soup Kitchen to serve the needy
and homeless for lunch on
Saturday, June 29. The Soup
Kitchen is located at the
Immaculate Conception Hall in
downtown Jacksonville. This is a
long-time commitment of Council
4727 under the direction of Bill
Damato.

Camp I am Special,

Session One

Newly elected Grand Knight
John Klinkenberg of Council 4727
conducted a week of fun and activ-
ities for children with disabilities
during the week of June 14 to June
23 at Camp St. John. He was assist-
ed by Sue Pastorini, Camp Nurse,
wife of member Bruce Pastorini,
and several Knights who helped
with food. Approximately 34 chil-
dren between the ages of 5 and 18
and their buddies attended. 
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Knightly News
Squires

On July 6, the Squires presented a
check for $150 and canned food to the
Arlington Community Services. 

Squires new officer investitute was
held July 21.

Family Picnic - A family night out was scheduled for July 27 in lieu of the regular

family dinner. The purpose is to get the younger members involved. Ping Pong sup-

plies will be in use by the younger members and families for the first time at this

family night dinner in the Council Hall. Kids have fun!!

Vacation Bible School

Grand Knight John Klinkenberg committed the Knights of Columbus
to cooking lunch for the VBS on July 19 at Christ the King. Chairman
Fred Wheeler was assisted by Jesse Morgan, Bob Crabtree, Stanley
Moore and Frank Becht, PGK. The Knights provided the meat, cooking
and serving to children from kindergarten thru 5th grade.
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High School Honor Rolls

Tiffany Barras Amber Smith

Bishop Kenny
Jeffrey Dela Cruz

Ezekiel Juego

Christopher Luyando

Carolyn Morgan

William Morgan

Michael O’Connell

Elizabeth O’Malley

Andy Quach

Royce Reyes

Kaitlyn Tackett

Jennifer Vega

David Williams

David Yarborough

Harrison Abercrombie

Shelby Asher

John Ashley

Nate Caron

Darby Clower

Matthew Dinh

Emily Duncan

Julia Eason

Palmer Frye

Stephanie Grochmal

Hailey Guinn

Gabriella Holbrook

Rachel House

Angela Hyse

Joshua Johnson

Nicholas Johnson

Rebecca Jones

Cassidy Lewis

David Longenecker

Mathew Lynch

Kelli Maroney

Brendan McClellan

Caroline McClellan

John McCrone

Cody McElveen

Sean Olinto

Steven Pietrusza, Jr.

Chelsea Pollett

Tristan Reyes

Lauren Reynolds

Alexandra Richer

Jennifer Saliba

Daniel Sanford, Jr.

Christina Schmitt

Megan Schroder

Madison Shaw

Emily Tackett

Aleeza Tecson

JohnLuke Vega

Courtney Wildes

Sydney Williams

Katherine Wnuk

Kelly Wolfe

Big Sale - Religious Article Store
Layaway, Gift wrapping, and 

Special Orders available

Watch the bulletin for information on the next

prize drawing. Any questions stop and see Charm

or call 377-1299.

by Kevin Wrubluski

Earlier this year, we
had 10 children
registered for our 10U
baseball team. This is
typically not enough
because you never know
when someone is going
to be sick or cannot make
a practice or game, but
we moved forward. After
one of our February
practices our coach sat
the team down to discuss
goals for the season.
These goals were far-
reaching and surely
seemed unattainable. He
told them that if they
learned and played
baseball the “Saints Way” we would be successful.  Some of these goals
included improving discipline, integrity, and learning the methods of
performing the game as a CKAA Saint should. The credos used to instill
these goals are: “Winning Every Pitch,” “Expecting Greatness,” and
“Extreme Hustle.” Finally, he told the team that he would take the team
to the State Championship if these goals were met.

The CKAA Saints went through the rec ball season undefeated. We
then entered the Ft. Caroline Invitational. After losing the first two games,
the team went back to the credos that made them successful. The Saints
won the next four games and took the championship. This was a huge
confidence booster as many of them had never won a tournament before.
CKAA had defeated many teams that had much larger parks from which
to choose their All Star teams. We won with our original ten players. The
next tournament was at Mandarin Athletic Association and we did not
make it out of pool play. The coaches took the team and explained to them
that they are not as good as they think. The practices intensified and the
team took to it and accepted that if they were going to state then they will
need to be their best.

There were 20 teams registered in the State Tournament which was
held in Ft. White. Not sure how we would stack up within our bracket, the
team focused on playing “Saints Baseball.” This served us well as we
went undefeated during our four-game pool play portion. The winners of
the four brackets played in two semi-final games. The winner of the semi-
final games would play for the State Title. After five days and several rain
delays, the CKAA Saints made it to the finals.  We would be the visitors
and play South Lake (Clermont) for all the marbles. The first six innings
showed that the two best teams were playing with great defense and
hitting from both sides. The sixth and final inning ended with a 6-6 tie.
We would play a seventh inning with CK up first. We scored three runs
on two home runs and a single. Heading out for the bottom of the seventh
we felt there was a very good chance of victory. After two quick outs the
CK fans were very excited and the victory seemed imminent. However,
South Lake quickly loaded the bases. Fatigue was setting in on both teams
after 13 total innings in our beloved Florida heat. South Lake scored two
more runs, making the score 9-8 for CK. Needing one more out, South
Lake had men on second and third base, the most fortuitous passed ball in
CKAA history came and we tagged the third and final out at the plate as
the runner tried to steal home. The CKAA Saints became STATE
CHAMPIONS for 2013 and the celebration began! The boys all felt the
hard work paid off when the coach finally told them: “You ARE as good
as you think you are!” 

Seemingly at every game we get the comment that someone has some
history here or played a game here. We are proud to let them know we are
still going. However it is still going because of the efforts of those who
came before us and kept the flame alive here. There are too many to
thank, dating back to 1974, but please accept our deepest appreciation for
your contributions. Next we would like to thank those that have supported
us this year by stopping by to say “good luck” or purchase a pizza card.
Your support enabled us to get through this season. If you happen to see
the lights on or players playing on Saturday afternoon, please stop by.
Tickets are cheap.  Watch our Saints Win Every Pitch!

Roster is as follows:

CKAA Road to the TopThe Lady of Roses
By Stephen Safar

Graduate of CTKS in 1980

The Lady of Roses

radiant and fair

born in lowliness

to love and to care.

The Lady of Roses

the angel has said

so full of grace

what God has blessed.

The Lady of Roses

in the stable you bore

the Savior of the world

who is Christ the Lord.

The Lady of Roses

and Mother with sorrow

crucified was your Son

but gave us tomorrow.

The Lady of Roses

our Mother and friend

intercession you make

and graces you send.

The Lady of Roses

of pink and the white

Queen of the Heavens

you shine with God’s light.

Bishop John Snyder

Jakobe Stanford
Jordan Pierson

Trey Posten
Antonio Diaz

Leo Diaz

Blake Jones
Sebastian Ortiz
Hunter Daniels
Gabriel Rich

Nicholas Wrubluski
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AHG Models Faith, Service, and Fun!
by: Jenny McClellan and Linda Byer

Christ the King’s American Heritage Girl
(AHG) Troop has had a busy and productive
summer!  The troop’s first garage sale helped
earn the necessary funds for future activities and
gave the girls an opportunity to hone their skills
in sales.  The girls were active participants in
pricing the goods for sale and helping customers
bag purchased items.  The younger girls had a
chance to use their marketing skills by selling
water and soda to customers.  Despite the rain,
we had many parishioners from CTK and are
thankful to everyone who supported our sale!

AHG hosted a “Badge Bonanza” Summer
Lock-In.  The scouts were divided by age level
while they worked on requirements for five dif-

ferent badges:  Daughter of the King  taught
them how to select modest and attractive cloth-
ing styles while recognizing God’s loving plan
for us; Sewing helped them design and create
their own pillowcases, complete with their
names embroidered on the trim; Puppetry

focused on multicultural styles of puppetry
while the girls created unique puppets;
Gardening and Plant Science involved creating
an herb garden terrarium; Textile Arts allowed
them to experiment with different techniques for
tie-dying fabric.  The night was filled with faith,
fellowship, and fun as parents joined us at the
Grotto to pray a candlelight rosary.  Special
intentions included the Goodbread family,
Father Thanh’s mother and his successful transi-
tion to St. Joseph’s, prayers for Pope Francis and

Bishop Estevez, and prayers for our future pas-
tor at Christ the King!

The 2013-2014 year promises to be just as
busy and rewarding with activities that include a
father-daughter bowling day, rock climbing,
family camping, Veteran’s Day parade, Catholic
Outdoor Adventure Days, mother-daughter  tea,
ice skating, Christmas party with Harbor House
residents, troop unit camping, and several serv-
ice projects as we strive to earn our Honor Troop

award!  We also plan to partner with sister AHG
troops from St. Catherine’s and St. Luke’s
Catholic Churches this fall.

Please come join us as we begin another
year of ministry, building young women of
integrity through service to God, family, com-
munity, and country. We will hold a parent infor-
mation and registration night on August 26 in
the cafeteria at 6:30 p.m.  Our regularly sched-
uled meetings are on the second and fourth
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in the Blessed Mother
Kingdome and we welcome girls from ages 5-18
years old.

Girl Scouts are Looking Forward to Another

Great Year
The Girl Scout troops at Christ the King had a busy and exciting

2012/2013. We expect this coming year to be just as eventful.  
Some highlights from last year include:

Bridging and Investiture Ceremony 

We welcomed all new Girl Scouts and celebrated as some scouts

‘bridged’ up to the next level of scouting. 

Cosmic Bowling

We joined other Girl Scout troops in our region to have fun bowling

in our pajamas under the strobe lights.

Komen Race for the Cure

We cheered on the race participants of the Komen Race for the Cure

as they raised money for breast cancer.

Field Trip to Juliet Gordon Lowe Birthplace

We took a road trip to Savannah to visit the founder of the Girl Scouts’

home. 

Field Trip to Tree Hill Nature Center

The Daisies and Brownies learned about insects and other animals to

help earn badges.

Field Trip to the Cummer Museum

To help the Brownies earn their Painting badge, we toured the

Cummer Museum and participated in activities. 

Religious Medals Ceremony

Brownies earned their Religious Medals which were presented to

them by Bishop Estevez at the Cathedral Basilica in St. Augustine.

Some of our girls’ pictures appeared in the St. Augustine Catholic

magazine.

Camping Trip

Daisies, Brownies, Cadettes and Seniors camped at the Girl Scout

Northfork Campsite in Middleburg.  It was very wet, but fun. 

Cookies for the Troops

We sent many donated boxes of Girl Scout cookies to troops overseas.

They were definitely a yummy surprise.

Daisy Tea Party

To show that they are a Girl Scout to all girls, the Daisies hosted a tea

party for the Brownies. The Brownies bought cookies the Daisies

made to earn their snack badge.

End of Year Trip

The Brownies used money they earned from Girl Scout cookie sales

to go to Summer Waves Water Park in Jekyll Island. The Daisies came

along too. 
Girl Scouts are a great way to bond with other girls, learn new skills,

take pride in yourself and to help others! If you would like more informa-
tion about Girl Scouts, contact Deidre Hicks at dandkhicks@yahoo.com
or 629-2796.
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by Carol-Ann Black

That was the greeting on the placemats at our
recent Ministry Dinner. It was directed to Matt
Daniel, our new music director at Christ the King,
whom Father Thanh introduced to us for the first
time that night. He says this wasn’t just a slogan.
The parish has indeed made him feel very
welcome. 

Matt has come to us from Holy Family
Church down in Baymeadows, where he was the
organist, working with a music director. He had
considerable success while there, growing the
music ministry participation in general and
especially that of the children. The children’s
choir grew from just six youngsters to twenty-
four in a matter of months. Matt is looking
forward to similar growth for our children’s choir.

In fact, working in that direction, Matt ran a
summer music camp for the children in the month
of August. This will set them up with a sturdy
choral introduction and a good esprit, which is so
important in any group activity. This can be no
easy task — working with the age range of first to
eighth graders, but I expect that he will be up to
the task. The adult choir will continue their
wonderful performance tradition and perhaps
grow in number too. The hand bell choir will
resume its position in the parish musical life as
well.  

Matt’s musical life had its beginnings when he

was just three years old and was able to pick out

a tune on the piano strictly by ear. He continued

with the piano, but his true love is the organ and

his primary teacher for a long time has been the

organist at St. John’s Cathedral here in

Jacksonville. This connection with the Episcopal

tradition heavily influences his musical tastes and

choices. It also led him from the Baptist faith of

his pastor granddad, with whom he grew up, to

the Episcopal and then to the Catholic faith. 

Matt was just a youngster in 1993 when he

and his family fled hurricane Andrew in South

Florida and landed in Fleming Island where his

granddad pastored a Baptist church. He attended

school there and did his college work at

University of North Florida with a major in organ

performance. He also included, in his curriculum,

classes in pedagogy - is that a wonderful word —

so that he would have a background for teaching

music.  

Matt has an exciting vision for our music

ministry, which will include concerts and

performances throughout the year and the

liturgical seasons. I believe that he will be up to

the challenge and that we shall be very happy that

he has chosen to make Christ the King his new

musical home.                

Welcome Matt!

The newest seminarian of Christ the King, Daniel Smith, was born on March 25, 1993. He was enrolled in Christ the King from the time he was
twenty-four months old and continued his education there until seventh grade. Daniel was baptized in 1997 and received his First Holy Communion
at Christ the King. At a young age Daniel wanted to be a priest, but as time went by he thought less and less about the priesthood. That all changed
on February 15, 2012, and he’s been actively contemplating since. 

From the time he was eleven, Daniel was active with Christ the King’s Boy Scout troop, Troop 5, and earned the rank of Eagle Scout in 2011.
Scouting has been a constant in his life and has taken him all over the country, most recently to West Virginia, where he spent three weeks on staff at
the National Scout Jamboree. He was an altar server from fifth through seventh grade. In 2012 Daniel was confirmed in the Church. He graduated
from the Beaches Chapel School and was accepted by the Diocese of St. Augustine on February 26, 2013 as its newest seminarian. He will start at St.
John Vianney College Seminary in Miami, FL, on August 8 and would greatly appreciate your prayers!

Daniel is currently living at home with his parents and four younger brothers, all of whom have been a source of great encouragement in his
discernment process, especially his mother. Both of his parents are elementary school teachers and have been parishioners at Christ the King since
Daniel was born.

Meet Daniel Smith

Daniel with his father, Chris

Daniel with two of his brothers




