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Catholic Schools Week 2015
Communities of Faith, Knowledge, and Service

We recently celebrated Catholic Schools Week

(January 25 to January 30). It was a fun-filled week for

our students. Every school day, our students are

encouraged to live and learn their faith. Catholic Schools

Week highlights for the faculty, staff, parents, and

students the rewards of attending a Catholic School.

The following is the outline of activities that took

place during the week.

Sunday, January 25

Faith Knowledge and Service: In our Parish

Our celebration of CSW began with Mass and Open

House. All students attended Mass in school uniform, and

student council did the readings. Several students read

testimonials about their reasons for attending Christ the

King School. Parents and parishioners were invited to our

school’s Open House.

Monday, January 26 - Faith, Knowledge and Service: In Our Community

On Monday morning the students participated in a Living Rosary in the gym during morning prayers. We began the spaghetti

sauce drive for Catholic Charities and our annual collection of jeans for St. Francis’ clothes closet. Student Council kicked off

the Penny and Silver War to collect money for a charity of their choosing. Monday afternoon the middle school attended a

presentation on cyber safety.

Tuesday, January 27 - Faith, Knowledge and Service: In Our Students

On Tuesday we had a “Crazy Day.” (crazy hair, crazy hat, crazy socks) This was also our Talent Show Day giving our students

an opportunity to showcase their talents.

Wednesday, January 28 - Faith, Knowledge and Service: In Our Nation

On Wednesday students wore red, white, and blue in honor of our nation. We began the day at our beautiful flag pole by

raising the flag and saying morning prayers. Grades K-5 made Valentines for Veterans.

Thursday, January 29

Faith, Knowledge and Service: In Our Vocations

Father Boddie met with the students to talk about ways

to serve God in different vocations. Students in grade 3-5

went to Resurrection School and students in grades 6-8

from Resurrection School came to Christ the King for a

day of community-building. This was a new activity this

year that students from both schools really enjoyed.

Friday, January 30

Faith Knowledge and Service: In our Faculty,

Staff, and Families

On Friday morning we honored our grandparents at

Mass. Grandparents went with their grandchildren to their

classes for a brief visit. Mrs. Chinault invited the

grandparents for refreshments and a presentation about

our school. Friday afternoon, families were invited to join

their students and teachers in the gym for a game of

Family Feud.
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Christ the King

Five Year

Pastoral Plan Unfolds
by Father James R. Boddie, Jr.

On Tuesday, January 20, 2015 at the Town Hall meeting a general overview of the Pastoral Plan
was presented. The purpose of this general overview was to report to the parish community the input
supplied by the community, the parish survey and the census gathering process. The Pastoral Council
Planning Committee spent close to a year completing the process.

The next step in the implementation of the Pastoral Plan began on Sunday, February 1, and will
be called Phase One of the Pastoral Plan. Phase One will be completed during the first year of the
overall Pastoral Plan which will be implemented over the next five years. 

Phase One will cover revision of the structure of what has been known as the parish council and
will now be called the Pastoral Council of Christ the King Parish. All of the ministries will be
grouped into specific categories (see graphic bottom of page 17). It will be the responsibility of the
Pastoral Council to guide the Pastoral Plan within these categories involving all the ministries of the
parish. During this first year of the unfolding Pastoral Plan all members of the parish will be asked
to continue their energetic involvement in their various ministries and parish life of Christ the King.

We have just entered into the Lenten Season.  It is an important time for us to renew ourselves spiritually to grow deeper in our faith and in our
relationship with Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Let this year begin a renewal in our Catholic Faith and our involvement in the sacramental life of
our faith.

Eucharistic Congress Prayer

Lord Jesus, You were sent by the Father to dwell among us,

announcing the Word of Salvation that we may all become one

through our receiving the Bread of Life.

Be with us on our journey to Eternal Life.

Send Your Holy Spirit to set our hearts on fire.

In faith with one another, enliven our hope and open our hearts

and minds to recognize You in the Scriptures and in the breaking

of the Bread.

May the love of Christ unite us into one Body as we serve one

another in peace and love.

In communion with Mary, our Mother, may all praise honor and

blessings be to the Father in the Holy Spirit now and forever.

Amen.

Lenten Fish Fry

Come join us on the 27th of February

and the Fridays of March (except Good Friday)

to feed your faith while enjoying

the company of your fellow parishoners!!



On Tuesday, February 10, I
attended the funeral for Jane
Middleton. At the reception I
learned of the passing of two oth-
ers—-Jim Middleton and Vernon
Duncan—-all three founding mem-
bers of Christ the King. A sad week
certainly. But consider this—-what
a remarkable history these friends
have created at Christ the King.
They shared themselves generously
at Christ the King and in the broad-
er community in a variety of min-
istries including the Knights of
Columbus, Christ the King Council
of Catholic Women, Right to Life
activities, and military service dur-
ing WWII. What a wonderful
example of hard work and caring
stewardship they have set for us all
as we begin the implementation of
our new pastoral plan, which will
manage the many changes that
have occurred at Christ the King in
recent years. It has been a privilege
to have known them just a bit. Be
sure to read Seminarian Yean’s spe-
cial and unique tribute to Jane enti-
tled Mystics.

Also in the realm of “unique,”
check out the article about Father
Xaviour’s Indian bishop, Bishop
Mathew Arackal, from Kerala,
India, who visited Christ the King
at the end of January. His visit
reminds me of the global nature of
our Catholic church. Catholic
founders in Florida were largely
Spanish and we celebrate them this
year on the 250th anniversary of

the establishment of our diocese.
Then came the Irish who spread the
Word over the state and much of
the USA, followed today by Indian,
Polish, Hispanic and African
priests. My Maryknoll friends
would say, “That’s our missionary
work coming to fruition when we
need it.” And this year, Pope
Francis has declared 2015 to be the
Year of Consecrated Life to cele-
brate the religious throughout our
universal Church. I reckon that
Pope Francis heard about the
Religious Appreciation Night that
our Knights of Columbus put on
and decided to do a copycat version
on a slightly larger scale. 

Finally, the layout people on
the computers tonight have warned
me that space for this column is
limited and unchangeable, so I will
close with my own personal
request - that you consider reading
one of my “Good Reads” in this
issue, The Miracle of Father
Kapaun, about the Korean War
chaplain whose cause for sainthood
has moved forward, however so
slowly. 

I hope you enjoy this issue of
the Courier and also give some
thought to writing for the paper or
requesting an article on a topic dear
to your heart. I’ll bet we could
accommodate.
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2015 Year of Consecrated Life

Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier cer-

tain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the

Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct

quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,

if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not

capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

Editor’s 

Corner

Vatican City, November 29, 2013 (Zenit.org) | 
Emphasizing the importance of the religious vocation, Pope Francis

announced today that the year 2015 will be dedicated to Consecrated
Life.

The Holy Father made the announcement during the 82nd General
Assembly of the Union of Superior Generals, which concluded today in
Rome.

“Consecrated life is prophecy. God asks us to fly the nest and to be
sent to the frontiers of the world, avoiding the temptation to ‘domesti-
cate’ them. This is the most concrete way of imitating the Lord.”

“The pillars of education are transmitting knowledge, transmitting
methods, transmitting values. By these means, faith is communicated.
The educator must measure up to those he educates, and must give care-
ful thought to how to proclaim Jesus Christ to a changing generation,” he
said.

Before concluding the meeting, the Holy Father thanked participants
for their years of service to the Church and announced 2015 as a Year
dedicated to Consecrated Life.

“Thank you for what you do and for your spirit of faith and your
service,” he said. “Thank you for your witness and also for the humilia-
tions through which you have had to pass.”

A Call to Consecrated Life

Taken from: www.usccb.org website

O God, throughout the ages you have called women and men to
pursue lives of perfect charity through the evangelical counsels of

poverty, chastity, and obedience. 
During this Year of Consecrated Life, we give you thanks

for these courageous witnesses of Faith and models of inspiration. 
Their pursuit of holy lives teaches us to make a more perfect 

offering of ourselves to you. 
Continue to enrich your Church by calling forth sons and daughters

who, having found the pearl of great price,
treasure the Kingdom of Heaven above all things. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Prayer for the Year of Consecrated Life

Please pray for an increase of vocations to the Sisters of St.
Joseph of St. Augustine so their work may continue for the honor

and glory of God and for the dear neighbors whom they have
honored and cared for since 1866 in the mission fields of Florida.

by Sister Jane Stoecker SSJ

General Superior

Receiving an announcement can change our lives, if we let it: a new
job opening or the loss of a job, a clean bill of health or critical news, a
call to volunteer in the inner city or to accept a high-paying position.

Probably one of the most earthshaking announcements was that of the
angel who spoke to Mary. Let us reflect for a moment on Mary’s response
to the unexpected announcement: “You will bear a Son. His name will be
JESUS.” And Mary’s response to the angel was “YES.” Mary was being
called by God; it was her call to total self-offering; there was no time for

“cold feet,” only courage and abandonment
to His divine will.

A personal announcement that I’d like to
share was God’s call to religious life. For my
happiness and God’s desire for me, I could
not help but listen and respond. It was not a
call to my best friend or the one who seemed
more likely to receive this invitation, but to
me. It was a call, an announcement, to make
a radical difference in  my life and in the
world. It was a  call to total self-offering.

What will Mary’s “yes” mean now? She
prepares for the next step, the journey to visit
Elizabeth, the joyful announcement of  the
one she carries. We do not hear of hesitation,
worry about the length of the journey, the

harsh weather or the difficult terrain, whether Joseph would or would not
accompany her. Luke’s gospel tells us, “...she went in great haste!” She
knew what she had to do; she  was carrying  JESUS!

What would my next step mean: faithfulness to the call, peace and joy.
Jesus wished me to be a living Gospel for those with whom I would live
most closely as well as to the whole world.  As a Sister of St. Joseph,
Florida would be the missionary territory, and I would be an instrument
with which God would work ( in me and through me). The next step: go
in haste to do what you must do; be a daughter of the living Gospel, for
you are called to carry JESUS to all people.

This Year of Consecrated Life encourages religious everywhere to
reflect on their Call, to renew the joy of God’s unconditional love in our
lives. And then ‘’like Mary, who was driven by the breath of the Spirit, to
fulfill our own vocation to move out.” From Rejoice! A message from the
teachings of Pope Francis.
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You and Adoration

by Yolanda Cerqueira 

A few weeks ago there was an insert in the bulletin offering you the
opportunity to sign up for Adoration. Did you act on it or did you just
glance at the insert and put it aside to look at later? I know whenever I do
that, later never comes and the bulletin with the insert will go out in the
trash later that week or the following week. 

Do you know what Adoration is and why we have this lovely spiritual
exercise? I really didn’t know too much about it coming from a much
earlier generation when Adoration meant something that was a part of
Benediction and while it was very holy and solemn, that feeling just
lasted until leaving the service. 

In its most simplest way we can say that Eucharistic Adoration is the
adoring or honoring of the Eucharistic Presence of Christ. In a deeper
sense it is contemplating the mystery of Jesus being present before us. He
is present in the monstrance that adorns our altar. It is a time of watching
and waiting and being open to the graces that He has for us on any
particular day. This is something that I learned later in life; sad to say, but
it is the truth.

We have had weekly Eucharistic Adoration at Christ the King for
more than twenty years. Monsignor Mortimer Danaher was the one who
initiated this beautiful tradition at our parish. It has continued up to this
time; however, due to many factors, the “adorers” have steadily
decreased. We may be mighty in fervor but we are puny in numbers and
that should not stand. 

The only requirement to be an “adorer” is to commit oneself to make
a visit to the chapel for an hour of your choosing each week. Once this
becomes a habit you will find that you look forward to that hour where it
is just you and the Lord in private contemplation. It might sound strange
to you but over the years it has come to be a very special event in my life.
Here is the place where you know that the Lord is just watching and
waiting for your arrival. He welcomes you and wants to pour His
blessings on you. 

Adoration is a place where you learn about the Lord. There is no right
or wrong way to do Adoration. Many people say a rosary, others bring
their Bibles, still others have small books that focus on prayer and
adoration that you may want to use. Anything that helps you to slide into
a deeper feeling of reverence and closeness to the Lord is good. I ran
across a comment made by an individual on Adoration and would like to
share it with you. This person wrote, “I go to Adoration for the
opportunity to be with “My Forever Friend.”  This remark hit home to me
because I too look at Jesus as my forever friend. The feeling of peace and
contentment that comes upon you after being in the chapel is like no other
feeling.  Sometimes just sitting there and gazing at the Lord is all that is
needed to bring about a sense of calm to your life. When you talk to Jesus,
whether it is about big problems or little triumphs, Jesus is listening and
understands. Jesus truly is your “forever friend.”

Parish Mission
March 9, 10, 11

by Carol-Ann Black

With Ash Wednesday on February 18 we begin our journey through
yet another Lenten season. Our usual reaction to this important day is,
“Oh, oh, oh. I have to give something up. Maybe a few extra prayers
would be good. What are the rules for fast and abstinence? Oh, oh, oh.
What’s best?” Sometimes we start off pretty well, but by the time we are
two weeks in, we begin to sag and there are four or so weeks to be at least
a bit penitential. That is the time to set firmly in place your plan to attend
the parish mission on March 9, 10 and 11. 

Our mission director will be Father Ron Chochol, a diocesan priest
from St. Louis, Missouri. He has spent his priestly life initially in
seminary teaching, then doing parish work, community-organizing,
promoting the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, and spiritual
direction. Although he has officially retired, he is still active assisting in
parishes, doing spiritual direction and giving talks on social justice issues.
In 2013 he committed himself to be a Global Fellow with Catholic Relief
Services, which is sponsoring his time with us. In the past year he has
been to Kenya to become familiar with what CRS does on our behalf in
foreign countries and to Israel/Palestine where he spent a week picking
olives and learning about the situation facing the Palestinians. He will
undoubtedly share these experiences with us over the three days. In
conversation with him it seems that the only change in his activities since
retirement is his freedom to set his own schedule and calendar a bit more
easily than before, thus allowing a little more time for travel. 

The theme of the mission will be the life-transforming power of
becoming a genuine disciple of Jesus Christ. He has entitled the series of
three presentations: The 3 R’s x 3 of Christian Discipleship. Basing his
talks on scripture, he likes to make his talks interactive. He will also
provide handouts to take home to enable us to apply what he talks about
to our own lives. He will be available during the three days to meet with
people individually.

Set the dates in your calendar and invite a friend to accompany you.
We always are more consistent if someone else is depending on us. That
said, Father Ron emphasized that if you can make only one or two days—
-COME. His talks will stand alone as well as relate to one another.
Specific information regarding times and other details will be
forthcoming the closer we get to March 9-10-11.

Evangelization

by Darlene O’Neal

Evangelization is the work of every person in every walk of life - no
one is exempt. Many Catholics believe that evangelization is something
that other Protestant religions do. Some people think you have to go door
to door, with a Bible in hand to evangelize. This is not how it’s done in
the Catholic Church.

We, as Catholics, are not called to go door to door, but we are called
to evangelize by the way we lead our lives. It isn’t necessary to readthe
Bible in order to be saved. There are people that can’t read, yet God will,
in His wisdom and grace, bring them to salvation. Salvation comes from
the grace of God.

By virtue of our Baptism and Confirmation, we are obliged to be the
bearers and messengers of the Good News
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. We, as evangelizers, are Good News to ourselves as well as to oth-
ers. It is an essential part of the Christian life. It is part of our vocation as
lay people. Evangelization is a desire to share God’s love with others. All
we need is a desire to follow Jesus and to use the gifts and talents He has
given us.

We, as Catholics, need to be excited about Jesus! If we lack enthusi-
asm for what we believe, how can we expect others to be attracted to it?
People are not going to be attracted to us, and ultimately to Jesus, if we
are insincere, depressed or always negative. God fills our hearts with joy!
We must let people see this joy and enthusiasm! We have to trust Jesus to
lead us, to give us the right things to say, and to pray for guidance often.
We can’t expect others to believe us when we tell them how great a life
with Christ is if we ourselves are not living it.

Unfortunately, many Catholics think that by going to church and fol-
lowing the teachings of the Church, that is all that is necessary. I used to
think that myself. That is simply not true. I am a “cradle Catholic” and
never thought about evangelization until I became active in RCIA. I had
12 years of Catholic schooling stored in my brain, covered with cobwebs.
Well, the RCIA sessions cleaned out those cobwebs and my eyes were
opened, it seemed like for the first time. I was so excited and filled with
the Holy Spirit, I was telling everybody that would listen about the RCIA
ministry.

Evangelization happens when we find and experience God’s love and
want to share it with others. We want to bring God’s love, as we know it,
to the rest of the world. In Romans, St. Paul states, “as the scripture says,
Everyone who calls out to the Lord for help will be saved. But how can
they call to Him for help if they have not believed? And how can they
believe if they have not heard the message? And how can they hear if the
message is not proclaimed? And how can the message be proclaimed if
the messengers are not sent out?”

Here at Christ the King Church, there are many ministries that with-
out them, the church could not survive and the message of the Gospel
would have little power. All these ministries are meant to be shared by
many people, for the service of others. Not everyone has every gift, and
not everyone is called to each ministry, but everyone is invited into min-
istries that are appropriate for them. We are all encouraged to serve our
parish in some type of ministry.

“We are not called to go door to door, but we are called to evangelize
by the way we lead our lives.” 

Evangelization

by Ellin Iselin 

Thomas Aquinas was in a difficult position. During his life there was
a resurgence of classical thought, and that
included embracing Aristotelian logic. In sum Aristotle was a realist,
meaning he believed there were two components to existence—-the mate-
rial and immaterial—-and that, essentially, human beings
are products of bodily processes. The conclusion to this line of reasoning
is obvious: the soul is also a function of the physical world
and cannot exist without a body. Of course this was heresy to the Catholic
Church. What Thomas Aquinas did next was ingenious and demon-
strates superior human intellectual capabilities to the point he was named
a saint.

Aquinas was born around 1225 close to Naples in Italy. His mother,
Countess Teodora Caracciolo was of Norman descent. At about age five,
Aquinas was sent to school at a Benedictine abbey. He stayed for nearly
a decade after which time he completed his elementary education. His
path to Catholic theology continued at a relatively quick pace: liberal arts
at the University of Naples, Dominican affiliation and finally transfer to
Paris where he would eventually become a Church doctor—-one of 33.
His decision to align with the Dominicans displeased his family who had
wanted him to join the Benedictines. It was perhaps this early divide with-
in his own family which would prepare Aquinas to moderate a looming
disagreement between Church scholars. In 1269, Aquinas was called to
Paris to mediate an academic discussion on Aristotle between the Latin
Averroists of the Faculty of the Arts and the Augustinians of the
Theological Faculty. Augustinian belief was unswerving with Catholic
doctrine in that a basis of Christianity is the conviction in dualism with a
separation of body and soul after death. At that point, what happens to the
soul is dependent on a person’s moral code of conduct while alive.
However the Averroists of the Faculty of the Arts were followers of an
Aristotelianism which was incompatible with Christianity (Aquinas vi).

St. Thomas Aquinas

The intellectual skill with which Aquinas reconciled the discrepancy was
undoubtedly a factor in his subsequent canonization and his enduring
importance in theological studies; he did it mainly through a work called
The Summa Theologica. In The Summa Theologica, Aquinas conceived
a way for science and the deductive logic of Aristotle to coincide with
Christianity. For support in his argument in The Summa Theologica,
Aquinas called upon his predecessor Augustine, who was an ardent fol-
lower of Plato and soul/body separation.

In my doctoral studies I wrote a research paper on Aquinas that
demonstrates his genius and faith: 

The Summa Theologica is a masterful work addressing the con-

cepts explored by the Ancient Greek philosophers and Catholic

Church scholars. That Thomas Aquinas was able to mitigate a

potentially fractious debate in the Catholic Church, earned him the

respect of his contemporaries and resulted in his later canoniza-

tion as Saint Thomas Aquinas. 

Aquinas seemingly found a way for Christianity to co-exist with

Aristotelianism by placing God at a level of a “higher science.”

The Summa Theologica is a testament to the amazing mind and

intellect of Thomas Aquinas.

Through his half-century of life, Aquinas’ philosophy, theology and
writing would become instrumental to the foundations of western ideas
and the Western Tradition.

St. Thomas Aquinas died March 7, 1274. His impact on Late
Medieval thought could be best portrayed in Andrea di Buonaiuto’s 1365
fresco The Triumph of St. Thomas Aquinas. 

In it, “(t)he saint is enthroned between figures of the Old and New
Testaments with the personification of the virtues, sciences, and liberal
arts” (Cunningham et al).
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Christ the King Parish is proud to present our Confirmandi class of 2015, along with their
Confirmation names.

They will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation at the 5:00 p.m. Mass, on February 21, 2015.
Please pray for them as they receive the blessings of the Holy Spirit.

by Lucille Guzzone

Sometimes change is good. For many years the preparation of
Confirmation has included a retreat and, among other gatherings, an
official meeting with parents. In recent years the retreat has taken place
on campus facilitated by Christ the King Parish staff along with adult
volunteers from the church. The meeting with parents has been
presented by the Director of Religious Education and the catechists. It
consisted of a workshop and lecture atmosphere, including information
pertaining to last minute details and important dates and times. 
This year, for the first time, the Confirmandi experienced an overnight
retreat off campus hosted by the Youth Ministry. The students spent a
weekend at Camp Saint John. The occasion lent itself to the
strengthening of friendships with peers, respect for the Youth Team, a
comfortable environment with clergy and strong feelings of personal
spirituality. The students stated that it was a worthwhile and memorable
experience. The parents’ meeting became an intergenerational one.
Instead of it being limited to parents, other family members were
included. Although the general business of past meetings was included,
a potluck dinner was added. Volunteers from the class itself addressed
the gathering, sharing with their families favorite parts of their
preparation.

These changes emphasized a greater participation of church life. It
became more open as it was a true reflection of what parish life should
be. Many people, young, old, grandmas and grandpas, gathered together
as a physical and spiritual presence by becoming an important
component for the preparation of our middle schoolers as they prepared
for the sacrament of Confirmation.

Confirmandi Prepare For The

Sacrament

Children in Religious

Education share songs with their

families during their annual

Christmas Songfest

2015 Confirmandi Class

Reed Abercrombie, St. Joseph

Isabelle Ashley, St. Cecilia

Lauren Ashley, St. Elizabeth (Mary’s cousin)

Herby Auguste, St. Isadore

Kirby Auguste, St. Claire

Hope Barras, St. Francis

Shelby Calascione, St. Lucy

Becky Chivvis, St. Theresa

Mili Ciavatta, Mother Theresa

Gabriel Dioso, Angel Gabriel

Heather Duane, Mary Magdalene

Hannah Ethridge, St. Maria Goretti

Heidi Gerhart, St. Rose of Lima

Brian Guzman, St. Luke

Juan Harden, St. John

Regine Hilaire, St. Agatha

Marissa House, St. Michael

Sheridan Keisling, Frances de Sales

Kameryn Mallinson, St. Catherine of Alexandria

Jolie Marcelo, St. Gianna

Ryder Mathews, St. Sebastian

Mary Jo Medina, St. Cecilia

Angelica Morales, St. Rita of Cascia

Arianna Palomo, St. Lucy Chakichi

Alyssa Pavek, St. Cecilia

Kyashayah Radford, St. Dymphna

Victoria Elena Reep, St. Frances de Sales

Shelby Sanford, St. Cecilia

Christopher Shami, St. Christopher

Eli Shami, St. Elias

Malisa Sihachak, St. Catherine of Sienna

Caitlin Stanfill, St. Lucy

Natalie Trepagnier, St. Theresa Little Flower

Adam Wheeler, St. Nicholas

Andrew Wheeler, St. Michael the Archangel

Michael Winston, St. Peter

Dahlia Wrubluski, St. Faustina

Megan Yates, St. Margaret Ward



February 2015 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 7

St. Maron’s Catholic Church

by Frank Becht

St. Maron’s Church is a member of the Maronite Eastern Rite, one of
22 rites within the one universal Catholic Church. St. Maron’s, a growing
community, is located on Bowden Road just east of University Boulevard
in south Jacksonville. 

Elias “Eli” Shami and his wife Diane have been very religious and
active members of Christ the King parish since 1973. In the early 2000s
they decided he should become a permanent deacon of the Church—-a
boyhood dream. In those early days the Diocese of St. Augustine had no
program for the diaconate. Friends, knowing of his dream, suggested he
apply to the head of the Maronite Rite in Miami. Upon discussing this
with Bishop Snyder, then Bishop of St. Augustine, the plan was approved.

After a short time of study, he was ordained to sub deacon August 17,
1996. After more lengthy study, he was ordained Deacon by the Maronite
Bishop of St. Maron’s of Brooklyn, New York on February 2, 2002 in the
original church located at 7032 Bowden Road.

At the time of Deacon Eli’s ordination, the original church was used
as a church and social activities center, with hopes of building a full-
fledged church in the future. Initially, the Parish Community involved

from 50 to 55 families. Currently, there are approximately 95 to105 active
families in the St. Maron’s Church Community. That day has come; there
is now a new church located on Bowden Road. 

The inauguration of St. Maron’s new church took place on Sunday,
November 16, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. by Bishop Gregory John Mansour,
Bishop of St. Maron’s of Brooklyn, N.Y, assisted by Bishop Felipe
Estevez, Bishop of St. Augustine and Father Elie Abi Chedid, Pastor of St.
Maron’s.  Monsignor Vincent Haut and several other priests from the
Diocese of St. Augustine were in attendance, along with priests from St.
Ephrem Syriak Catholic Church and other Orthodox priests, not aligned
with the Eastern Rite Church. Deacon Eli Shami was the acting Cantor for
the Mass and Inauguration. 

The occasion was well attended by local Catholics and others with a
reception following the ceremony.

Authors Note: Should you wish to have further background
information, please go to ctkcatholic.com and click on CHURCH, then
COURIER , ARCHIVES, February 2002, page 20. Page 21 written by
Father Elie Chedid, Pastor of St. Maron’s will give you the full history
of the Maronite Catholic Church.

Cara Jane Middleton

by Matt Daniel

It is with great sadness that I have to inform you that our beloved Jane Middleton went home to be with the Lord on Wednesday, February 4,
2015. Jane and her late husband Olin were charter members of this parish. I remember when I first arrived at Christ the King she showed me a
parish bulletin from back in the 1950s; and told me that she went door to door around the community looking for new parishioners to support the
fledgling parish of Christ the King. She worked tirelessly as bulletin editor for years, and up until recently, worked 40 hours per week volunteering
to make sure the bulletins were produced on time. Please continue to keep her family in your prayers at this time.

by Yean Reyes Gonzalez, seminarian

A mystic cannot be far from the historical reality of everyday life,
of what happens today. True mystics are men and women with

their feet on the ground; but their eyes are looking towards
heaven. Many of us are surprised by the supernatural

experiences that some people live: levitation, bilocation,
ecstasy, transverberation, stigmata, among others.
Mysticism is an experience of God, is a grace, a gift,
since it goes beyond our personal merits. We often
find mystics in our parishes who remain hidden in the
silence of God. Most of them did not experience
supernatural phenomena, but this does not mean that
their intimate experience of God isn’t authentic.

In these days when sadness comes over me for the
loss of our sister Jane Middleton, I think about her
good emotional balance, her humanity, her ability to
serve and to relate to others; her humility and
creativity among other qualities that embellished her

life. She is one of those every day mystics who walked
beside us, and from the silence of her service she knew

how to be, in this community of Christ the King, fruitful in
charity. Her apostolic work, her humor, her charm and

friendliness are qualities that challenge the notions that we may
have of the mystics. 

These are the true mystics, living at the foot of the cross, those who
see the grace that abounds in pain, those who overtake duties and are
not paralyzed by challenges, those who understand that service is a
safe path to make the Kingdom flourish, who are working hard in their
parishes because the gospel has permeated their hearts. Thank you,
Jane, for your generosity and for your spreading the fragrance of
Christ among us.

by Frank Japour

To chronicle the innumerable gifts of selfless stewardship that is
the hallmark legacy of Jane Middleton is well beyond the scope of this
reflection.  Suffice it to say that Jane Middleton was a Godly servant
whose infectious smile conveyed her genuine love of people.
Christ the King Parish has been built over its sixty years
on the very broad shoulders of Jane Middleton and
those who share her vision and dedication to tireless
service in living the Gospel message to “love your
neighbor…”

We are diminished in her passing, yet those
who enjoyed the privilege of her friendship and
unconditional love celebrate in the certainty of
her eternal home.  Rest well, dear friend.  You
have served well and loved deeply.
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Religious Appreciation Night

by Nick Klepac, Chancellor

Knights of Columbus Council 4727 honored the Religious of our parishes, Christ the King and Resurrection,
with a special Mass, ceremony and dinner at Christ the King at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, February 6. Dinner and a
special program followed in the parish hall.  Ninety-four Knights, Squires, family members and guests were in
attendance. The honorees included Father Sal D’Fazio, K of C diocesan chaplain; Father James Boddie, our
Council Chaplain and Pastor of Christ the King; Fathers Lam and Xavier, CTK Vicars; Deacon Staley Grenn of
Resurrection; acolyte George Barlotta of Christ the King; Sisters Nancy Keane, Ann Kuhn, and Elizabeth Marie
Stoup of Christ the King; and Seminarian Yean Reyes of Christ the King.  

The evening started with a prayer by Father Lam. A delicious dinner consisting of pork loin, rice, vegetable
medley, salad, buns, and cake was prepared by Zack Dodge, John Klinkenberg, Nick Klepac and served by the
Squires and Seminarian Yean.  

Grand Knight John Klinkenberg started the festivities after dinner by conducting a trivia game and then
thanking all the religious for their service.  Speeches by Father D’Fazio and Father Boddie rounded out the night. 

Thanks to the K’Cees and other Knights who provided setup, decorations and cleanup. Pictures by Mike
Monlezun.
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Father Brian Carey Bible Study

by Barbara Jean Lichenstein 

Is there anyone at Christ the King over a certain age who does not
remember Father Carey’s famous Bible study classes? These classes were
a ritual for many of us on Thursday morning. They were so popular that
Father repeated them in the evening for those who worked. Those lessons
were a mainstay at our parish until Father retired in the early 2000s. This
left a void for those eager to pursue their study of the Bible. 

Father Carey was a true Bible scholar. His love for the Lord and His
Word was contagious. Even if you knew nothing about the Bible, by the

time you finished one of his courses, you were well on your way in under-
standing what was in that beautiful book. Not only did you learn; you had
a wonderful time doing so!

Well, we have good news for you. Deacon James Scott is beginning
Bible study here again and is naming the Bible study after Father Carey
to honor him. Deacon James was one of Father Carey’s most enthusiastic
students.  Have you seen the flyer in the bulletin announcing the Bible
study? Have you made a commitment to yourself to find out about this
course? This would be a wonderful way to enter into the heart of Lent.  

This first study is on The Passion and Resurrection Narratives of Jesus
and will be a seven-week course. It will show us how Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John each had their own insights on the Passion. Deacon James
says that his course will challenge you to incorporate the pain of the cross
and the hope of the resurrection into our daily lives.   We will do the first
five sessions before Easter and the last two after Easter, as they will be on
the Resurrection. 

It will be a wonderful experience for all of us as Deacon James is well
prepared to teach us. He has a degree in religious education, but more
than that, Deacon James has the passion to want to do this for the people
of our parish. In these sessions there will be readings, a short video, and
plenty of time for discussions and your own questions. 

There will be two sessions on Thursdays which will be open to the
entire parish. One session will be at 10:00 a.m. to accommodate retired or
morning people and one in the evening at 7:00 p.m. for those who work.
Come join us; we are eager to begin. You will not be disappointed and
more important than that, you will be blessed. Location to be announced. 

Maryknoll Priests

Enjoyed Jacksonville

Hospitality
by Mary Moritz

On January 6, the Northeast Florida Maryknoll Affiliates hosted two
Maryknoll Priests at the home of Mary Williams, the coordinator of the
affiliate chapter. Father Gerry Kelly, MM had flown in from Chile while
Father Ed Shellito, MM had driven up from the Tampa area, where he cur-
rently resides. Fathers Gerry and Ed came to Jacksonville to meet with
Deacon Larry Hart, Associate Director of Mission Education and
Promotion for the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers in the Southeast
United States. Deacon Larry is also a member of the affiliate chapter.

Over supper, we shared news about some of the mission activities
occurring in the Diocese of St. Augustine. The Fathers were very interest-
ed in the many mission activities taking place, both in our local area and
including short-term mission trips outside the country. We talked about
ways that the local affiliate chapter could help prepare those who are
planning mission trips, and then help them reflect on and assimilate their
experience once they return.

Father Gerry has been a leader in producing DVDs that can be used
to help the many people who go on short-term mission trips. During our
evening together, we were able to preview a draft of his newest DVD on
understanding cultural differences. We affiliates enjoyed spending time
discussing the DVD and the questions it raised with Father Gerry and
Father Ed. We concluded that the DVD would be very helpful to a group
about to go on a mission trip. In earlier meetings, we had previewed other
Maryknoll DVDs on mission spirituality and mission relationships, and
also found them very worthwhile.

We were blessed to have the opportunity to get to know better, two
wonderful men who have devoted their lives to living the Gospel. Sharing
with them increased our awareness of our inter-connectedness with our
brothers and sisters around the world. We ended the evening with an invi-
tation to Father Gerry and Father Ed to come and visit us again!

Meet Mary 

Picturing Mary:

Woman, Mother Idea
by Carol-Ann Black

I write looking out the window
at trees and roofs covered in a layer
of snow that will surely grow deep-
er and more abundant. It will most
certainly make difficult and un-
timely my return to Jacksonville.
Was the Meet Mary exhibit at the
National Museum of Women in the
Arts in Washington, D.C. worth the
bother and inconvenience?
Absolutely, the answer is yes. (To
say nothing of the fact that I have
enjoyed a great visit with my sis-
ter.)

This museum was founded with
the express mission of showcasing
the work of women artists and edu-
cating the public on their accom-
plishments. The artworks included
in Meet Mary come primarily from
Europe and largely have never been
seen here in the United States. The
majority are Italian, mostly from
Florence. They include canvases
(large and small), frescoes, sculp-
tures, engravings, and fiber art
(largely vestments). 

I think my favorite of all was
the Madonna of the Goldfinch by
Giovanni Battista Tiepolo, largely
because I was fascinated by the
story attached to it. The image is of
a Madonna and child with a finch
sitting on the baby’s finger. At the
crucifixion a finch plucked a thorn
from Jesus’ crown of thorns and
pierced its own breast with the
thorn, thus becoming the inspira-
tion for a number of different artists
to include the goldfinch with the

Madonna and child in various set-
tings. If you look up this particular
painting you will not see the blood
spot on the finch, but in the actual
canvas it is very obvious. 

Next on my list of favorites
would be the paintings done by
Orsola Maddolina Caccia, an
Ursuline nun, painting in the
baroque period. I am always up for
depictions of important grannies
and Caccia painted a lovely one of
Mary and her mother, St. Anne, and
the baby Jesus. Also her depiction
of St. Luke as the artist of a paint-
ing and a sculpture of Mary and of
the child provided an interesting
view of St. Luke, who is known for
his presentations of Mary. 

This wonderful exhibit will
continue until April 12 of this year.
If you find yourself in Washington,
D.C. in the very near future make
the time to Meet Mary at the
National Museum of Women in the
Arts. You will be glad that you did.
Failing a visit in person, check out
the website for the museum.
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by Carol-Ann Black

Jon Katz has written many books about the animals in his life. He
connects you to his life in suburban New Jersey as a television writer, then
as an at-home dad with a crazy border collie, and finally, to his life on
Bedlam Farm in upstate New York, where his life with animals really
began.

Jon Katz became the caretaker of Simon after he was rescued from
dreadful living conditions on a nearby farm. The sheriff and the town vet
had been called and they needed someone willing to care for poor old
Simon—-if he were still alive and could be saved. Jon agreed. And the
work began. 

Katz loves and respects animals, but does not humanize them. He is
not a sentimentalist. He does not rescue just any creature that shows up.
He is very reflective about his own motivation—-am I becoming a do-
gooder? Do I just enjoy the praise and applause when I rescue? From the
time he goes to Bedlam Farm (Running to the Mountain) he turns to St.
Thomas Aquinas and Thomas Merton and their writings about our
relationship with creation and the animals in it, and continues over the
years to provide him guidance and comfort. This, in a man whose
background was Jewish and who experienced a miserable, unhappy
family life as a child and young man. 

Jon Katz closes his story of Simon this way

Simon is a magical helper, a spirit guide …a teacher who appeared
in the form of a donkey…What did he teach me? To open up, not
just to him, not just to animals, but to the human experience. To
love, to risk, to friendship. He helped me come so much closer to
an understanding of mercy and compassion, something I had been
pursuing my whole life…We are quick to punish wrongdoers and
slow to empathize. Simon helped me to see that the farmer was
just as piteous as he was, just as damaged. ..He helped me to see
that compassion for animals does not mean only keeping them
alive but sometimes means letting them go…He reminded me that
mercy and compassion are not only for good people, but also for
people who horrify us, upset us, and challenge our notions of
humanity.

Simon’s story in this book brings more challenges. Jon will come to
an ancient, blind pony; yet another dog that becomes the pony’s
companion; a new farm for a changing lifestyle. I guarantee that you will
find this a rewarding read. 

The Miracle of Father Kapaun was another great book. There are
several books about Emil Kapaun, of which I have read, Shepherd in
Combat Boots, by William L. Maher (2002), which I covered in the
Courier several issues ago. The more recent book (2009) catches up some
more current events and efforts regarding the ongoing mission to see him
beatified and then declared a saint—-a very slow and tedious process. 

Included in this book are several of the miracles that have been
attributed to his intercession. The ones covered in the book are of a
teenaged girl, Avery Gerleman, who became ill during a soccer game in
2006; Nick Dellasega, who collapsed nearing the end of a 5K run in 2011;
and Chase Kear, a pole vaulter, who landed off the mat and on his head in
a competition. All three should have died of their illness or injury, but did
not. The recovery of all three has consistently been attributed to the
intercession of Father Emil Kapaun to whom their friends and families
prayed for their survival. The recovery of Nick and of Avery has been
accepted by Vatican officials as miraculous. Documentation of Chase’s
recovery continues.

The road to canonization continues also. In 1993 Father Kapaun was
declared Servant of God, the first of four steps to sainthood. Another
milestone in the recognition of the heroic behavior of Father Kapaun was
the posthumous award of the Congressional Medal of Honor on April 11,
2013. While not part of the sainthood process, this event marked official
recognition of the faith and selfless generosity exhibited by Chaplain
Kapaun on the field of battle in Korea and in the POW camps which he
endured with the men of the Eighth Cavalry Regiment. The survivors of
these camps fought for 60 years for this recognition and a few of them
survived to witness it. 

Writing about these two so-different books about people worlds apart
in so many ways seems a bit odd even to myself. But the virtue of
compassion is certainly a link between the two men—-seemingly natural
and inborn in Kapaun, but new and hard-won in Katz. I hope you find
these two books a really Good Read.

TWO Good Reads
Saving Simon, How a Rescue Donkey Taught Me the Meaning of Compassion

by Jon Katz

The Miracle of Father Kapaun, Priest, Soldier, and Korean War Hero

by Roy Wenzl and Travis Heying

From the website Dedicated to the Cause of Sainthood for

Father Emil Kapaun

Prayer for the intercession of

Emil Kapaun

Lord Jesus, in the midst of the folly of war, your

servant, Chaplain Emil Kapaun spent himself in

total service to you on the battlefields and in the

prison camps of Korea, until his death at the

hands of his captors.

We now ask you, Lord Jesus, if it be your will, 

To make known to all the world the holiness of

Chaplain Kapaun and the glory of his complete

sacrifice for you by signs of miracles and peace.

In your name, Lord, we ask, for you are the

source of peace, the strength of our service to

others, and our final hope.

Amen.

Chaplain Kapaun, pray for us.

Thoughts to Ponder

submitted by Charm Saults

Taken from the book: The Ultimate Book of Useless Information by Noel
Botham & The Useless Information Society

vOnly 43% of Americans regularly attend church services.

vThe largest Catholic Church in the United States is the Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C.

vOnly one Englishman has become Pope in two thousand years. He
was Nicholas Breakspear, or Adrian IV from 1157 to 1159.

vThe most common name in the Bible is Zechariah. There are thirty-
three of them.

vThe only domestic animal not mentioned in the Bible is the cat.

vThe shortest verse in the Bible is “Jesus wept.” (Gospel of John 11:35)

vThe first Bible to be published in America was in the language of the
Algonquian Indians.

vWatch for more useless information in the next edition of the Courier.
Hope you enjoyed it.



By Darlene O’Neal

Several years ago, while my
husband and I were driving
upcountry on the island of Maui,
we came upon a very unusual
Catholic church. What made this
church different was
that it was octagon-
shaped. We had visited
other island churches
but had never seen one
like this. Of course, we
wanted to get a closer
look at this beautiful
wooden church with
the tin roof and ornate
steeple. We drove
down to the parking lot
where a very friendly
gentleman came out of
the parish hall to greet
us. He invited us into the hall where
people were busy making “luau,”
for a fundraiser dinner. They were
celebrating the final restoration of
their beautiful church. 

We were told the history of the
Holy Ghost Mission, as well as the
restoration. In the late 1870s,
Portuguese immigrants came to
Hawaii to work in the sugar planta-
tions. After their contracts were

completed, many chose to settle in
the Kula community to ranch and
farm. At the same time, a newly
ordained priest, Father James
Beissel, arrived in Honolulu from
Germany. Three years later, he was
assigned a district in Maui that had

not a single place of
worship for Catholics.
Father Beissel began
building chapels and
churches in six differ-
ent areas to accommo-
date all the people.

His most creative
church for which he is
most famous is the
Holy Ghost Mission.
He designed the build-
ing, and he and his
parishioners built it
themselves. A family

donated the land and funds were
raised by auctioning off cattle after
Mass on Sundays. Portuguese
ranchers furnished the cattle to be
auctioned. Construction began and
was completed within one year.
The ornate wooden altar and
Stations of the Cross were hand
carved and hand painted by a mas-
ter craftsman in Austria. They were

sent by ship, and then brought by
oxcart up from the Kahului harbor. 

Some people wonder why the
octagonal shape? One theory is that
there are many buildings in
Portugal built eight-sided to with-
stand strong winds and weather.
Others think the church represents
the octagonal crown donated to the
Church of the Holy Ghost in
Lisbon by Queen Isabella. As the
story goes, she offered her crown to
God if a major disease in Portugal
would cease. Her prayers were
answered, and her crown went to
the Lisbon church. Queen Isabella
is venerated as Saint Elizabeth by
the Portuguese, and maybe the
immigrants built the Holy Ghost
Mission in Kula to symbolize her
crown. Perhaps the reason for the
octagonal shape is because Father
Beissel grew up in Germany near
the site of Charlemagne’s famous
octagonal chapel. 

Whatever the reason, the Holy
Ghost Mission Church became so
infested with termites, there had to
be a complete rebuilding of the
church structure, foundation work
and reroofing. The wooden altar
and 14 Stations of the Cross also
had to be restored. These are very

intricate and ornate works of art.
The restoration project took 10
months to complete, again most of
the work done by the Portuguese
who had immigrated to Hawaii.
The outside
of the church
was charming
but the inside
was absolute-
ly beautiful. I
am so glad we
turned down
that driveway. 

W h a t
impressed me
was the sense
of community
c o m i n g
together and
working side by side for their
church. I’m reminded of the volun-
teers at Christ the King a few years
ago, spending an entire summer
painting the outside of the church,
the halls, the gym, and the two-
story building that housed the day
care facility. When that was fin-
ished, renovation began inside the
church. The whole renovation was
done mostly by volunteers whose
hearts were filled with the Holy
Spirit.
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Holy Ghost Mission Church

Giving My Heart Away
by Charm I. Saults

I believed giving my heart to
Jesus was making a commitment
That I accepted Him as someone

To pray to, not really love.

I gave my heart away more than once
To others hoping they would handle it 

Tenderly. At first they did, only to grow
Weary and tossed it away, leaving it broken.

Now I realize giving my heart to Jesus
Is true love. He handled it as a special

Possession, holding it as if He were wearing
A soft smooth pair of velvet gloves.

Each time it was tossed aside and stepped on,
Jesus was there to pick up the pieces. Giving
Them to the angels to repair with loving and

Caring hands.

You can give your heart away many times. There 
Will be those who treat it tenderly and then there

Will be those who only care for it a short time
Before tossing it aside.

Giving your heart to Jesus means He will 
Protect it. He will always be there

To pick up the pieces and have the angels put
Your heart back together again.

Taken from the EWTN website

If you are a Lutheran, your religion
was founded by Martin Luther,
an ex-monk of the Catholic
Church, in the year 1517.

If you belong to the Church of
England, your religion was
founded by King Henry VIII in
the year 1534 because the Pope
would not grant him a divorce
with the right to remarry.

If you are a Presbyterian, your reli-
gion was founded by John
Knox in Scotland in the year
1560.

If you are a Protestant
Episcopalian, your religion was
an offshoot of the Chruch of
England founded by Samuel
Seabury in the American
colonies in the 17th century.

If you are a Congregationalist, your
religion was originated by
Robert Brown in Holland in
1582.

If you are a Methodist, your reli-
gion was launched by John and
Charles Wesley in England in
1744.

If you’re a Unitarian, Theophilus
Lindley founded your church in
London in 1774.

If you are a Mormon (Latter Day
Saints), Joseph Smith started
your religion in Palmyra, NY in
1829.

If you are a Baptist, you owe the
tenets of your religion to John
Smyth, who launched it in
Amsterdam in 1605.

If you are a Dutch Reformed
church, you recognize
Michaelis Jones as founder,
because he originated your reli-
gion in New York in 1628.

If you are a Christian Scientist, you
look to 1879 as the year in
which your religion was born
and to Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy
as its founder.

If you belong to one of the religious
organizations known as
‘Church of the Nazarene,’
‘Pentecostal Gospel,’ ‘Holiness
Church,’ ‘Pilgrim Holiness
Church,’ ‘Jehovah’s
Witnesses,’ your religion is one
of the hundreds of new sects
founded by men within the past
century.

If you are Catholic, you know that
your religion was founded in
the year 33 by Jesus Christ the
Son of God and it is still the
same Church.

How Old Is Your Church?
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By Yolanda Cerqueira

Deacon James Scott is a
Jacksonville native who entered
into this world in the mid-part of
the 20th century. He is a product of
our local school system, having
been a student at Susie Tolbert,
James Weldon Johnson, and Raines
High School. 

Deacon James came from a
loving Christian family. He has one
sister. Attending church was a
normal part of his life. He
remembers at an early age the
whole family going not only to
Sunday school, but also morning
service. It was not unusual for them
to go back in the evening. Deacon
James explained that in the
southern Black community the
Protestant faith is dominant and
generally one is either a Methodist
or a Baptist. His family was
Methodist but it was Black
Methodist and is identified as
CMEC which stands for Christian
Methodist Episcopal Church. The
church he attended was located on
Davis Street; it is still going strong
but has moved to another location.
It is sad but true but when Deacon
James was growing up blacks were
not welcomed in white churches.
Seems hard to believe now! 

James’ growing up years were
good. He was a regular kid
interested in sports and the things
young people do. When it was time
for college his parents left the CME
church on Davis Street and began
to go instead to the services at the
Baptist church. Deacon James in
the meantime went off to the
University of Florida for his first
year but after finishing that first
year he transferred to Tennessee
State University in Nashville,
which was a predominantly black
school. 

Up until this time, James had
not been exposed to any non-
Christian ideas but that was soon to
change. There were a large number
of students at TSU from Africa and
the Middle East. He became quite
friendly with them and enjoyed
exchanging thoughts and ideas with
them. James was majoring in
architectural engineering and
became quite fascinated with
Islamic architecture. It also helped
that he had a special project to
complete on Islamic architecture.
James was impressed with these
students and their beliefs; he said
they were nothing like the people
painted in the media today. Their
commitment to their faith was a
total commitment and this attracted
him. He read the Koran but never
went to a mosque. Time passed and
he finished his studies, graduated,
and returned to Jacksonville to
begin his career. 

At this time in his life he really
wasn’t attending any church. He
was just getting started in the adult
world. He had a wonderful job and

for a while enjoyed all
the perks of a young
man’s world.  As he
grew into his late
twenties, perhaps the
idea of settling down
entered into his mind.
One Saturday evening
James was at a party and
his eyes landed on a
pretty girl across the
room. Her name was
Jacquelyn. He knew
right then and there that
this was the girl he
wanted to marry, but it’s
never that easy, is it?
James had known
Jacquelyn before, as
they had both attended
Raines High School but
never dated. Jaquelyn was a girl
who took her faith very seriously,
so James knew that one way to be
in Jaquelyn’s good graces would be
to go back to church and better yet,
attend the church where she was a
member. They began dating and
after a period of time they were
married at St. Paul’s AME church. 

After they were married his
church attendance began to slide
again, but Jacquelyn was very
faithful in her attendance. They had
been married for only eighteen
months when they lost both sets of
their parents. It was not long after
that, that Jacquelyn became
pregnant. Jacquelyn told James that
he had to begin thinking seriously
about joining a church and his
answer was, “I will work on it.” 

God has his own ways of
assisting people to see the light. It
just happened that Jacquelyn had
an older sister, Tethel, living in
Macon, Georgia, and she was
talking about getting married.
Tethel’s boyfriend, Kenneth, was a
Catholic. When visiting them in
Macon, they all would attend Mass
together. James was very impressed
with the Mass and with the
faithfulness of his future brother-
in-law. James remarked that
Kenneth found Catholicism
intellectually challenging and very
meaningful in his life. Kenneth’s
motive was not to be seen or to be
preached at, but to grow closer to
the Lord. 

All along Jacquelyn kept urging
him to return to church and James
nodded in agreement but that was
as far as it went. One evening they
were on the same topic again; and
James thought he would tell
Jacquelyn something that would
really stun her, saying that he was
thinking about attending a Catholic
church. 

Remember, we commented that
God has His ways; we are going to
see how His ways come about. The
Scotts had recently had their
second child. After her birth,
Jacquelyn made a career change
and opened an insurance agency
near Craig Field. At this time they

were living near the Dames Point
Bridge and were looking for a good
day care for their daughter. A
friend’s mother suggested that
Christ the King would be an
excellent place;  Jacquelyn went
and spoke with Isabel Fusco, the
founding director of Christ the
King Child Care Center. Jacquelyn
liked what she saw, and wanted
James to view the site. James did
speak with Isabel Fusco and was
very impressed. They chatted about
James’s interest in possibly
becoming Catholic, and Isabel told
him about the RCIA program that
prepares adults, if so led, to become
Catholic. James wisely wanted to
know all he could about our faith
before making a final commitment.
Do you see how God is always
plowing underneath? 

Both he and Jacquelyn went to
RCIA although Jacquelyn actually
entered the church six years after
James did. Jacquelyn always
supported James and while she
joined the faith
later she was
always faithful
in attending her
church.  James
loved our Bible
in that he had
always read the
King James’
version; there
were so many
thees and thous
that it was
difficult to
c o m p r e h e n d .
What they used in RCIA was
written in clear English and he
loved it! This is what he had been
looking for and at the same time it
was very frightening to him. James
Scott was joining the Catholic
church. How very fortunate for us
that he not only embraced our faith
but as the years went by became
instrumental in bringing others into
the fold. He studied his Bible, grew
in faith, and joined the RCIA team
leading others. After a few years he
found himself heading that ministry
which he so cautiously joined back
in the 1990s.  

Many priests and lay people
observed the depth of his faith life
and urged him to consider the
deaconate. Among his supporters
were Father Thanh, Father
McDermott, and Deacon Dave
MacNamara among others. Again it
was not an easy road, as his passion
is religious education. He
envisioned himself in the religious
education field and had earned an
advanced degree in that area. We
see again that man proposes and
God disposes. The Lord was calling
him for something else. After a few
bumps in the road he was accepted
into the deaconate program and
ordained a deacon, where he has
been serving the people of Christ
the King faithfully since 2008.

Besides being a deacon, James
is enjoying his leisure time as he
recently retired. Unfortunately, his
beloved Jacquelyn passed away
unexpectedly in 2012. He has two
grown children of whom he is very
proud. His son is a graduate of the

University of North Florida and is
employed in North Carolina
working in business and logistics.
His daughter is in graduate school
at the University of North Florida
working on a Master’s in
International Business. 

We never know where our faith
journey will take us as we go about
living our lives. We at Christ the
King are the benefactors of James
Scott being open to the Lord on his
faith journey.  What the future will
bring for Deacon James is in the
hands of God. We are just grateful
for his presence now.  

Faith Journey of Deacon James Scott



by Bob Vergenz

If you would understand the
Church, you must understand it in
the period between the twelve
apostles and the first council at
Nicaea in 326 AD. This is the peri-
od when the biblical structure of

the modern Church (bishops,
priests/presbyters, and deacons)
was solidified. Basic apostolic
teachings (Jesus as true God and
true man, God the Holy Spirit, the
Divine Trinity, resurrection of the
body) were clarified by contrast to
a series of heretical challenges.
Some of our Protestant brothers
would claim that their churches are
more biblical than the Catholic
Church. These earliest writings
show that the ancient “Bible-
Christian” Church was thoroughly
Catholic in character and teach-
ings.1

The table above2 locates in
time and geography the 28 ortho-
dox Christian teachers in this peri-
od, whose written work survives
today at least in fragmentary form.
It also lists four surviving Christian
writings whose authorship is
unknown or debatable, but whose
apostolic orthodoxy is attested by
the early church. Geographic
organization is grouped around the
five most respected apostolic local
churches: Rome (Apostles Peter
and Paul), Alexandria (founded by
Mark), Constantinople (founded by
Apostle Andrew, later called
Byzantium, then Istanbul), Antioch
(Apostle Peter) of Syria (then part
of the Roman province of Asia, not
Syria), and Jerusalem (James the
Just, first bishop).

We will focus on the apostolic
fathers, Christian writers of the first
and early second centuries who, by
ancient testimony, had personal
relations with some of the Apostles
or were so influenced by them that
their writings give genuine
Apostolic teaching.3 This article is
limited to this narrow definition of

the term. The term is sometimes
used to embrace all primitive ortho-
dox Christian literature antedating
the great apologetic works of the
second century. The Catholic
approach to God’s revelation in
Christ is of seamless continuity:
“The true teaching, therefore, is not
that invented by intellectuals,
which goes beyond the Church’s
simple faith. The true Gospel is the
one imparted by the Bishops who
received it in an uninterrupted line
from the Apostles.”4

The simplest examples are the
apostolic bishops. “Celebrated at
that time in Asia was a companion
of the apostles, Polycarp, who had
been appointed Bishop of Smyrna
by the eyewitnesses and ministers
of the Lord. Distinguished contem-
poraries of his were Papias,
Bishop of Hierapolis, and
Ignatius.” Irenaeus of Lyons wrote
in c. AD 190, “Papias, who was an
ancient writer, heard John [the
Apostle], and was a companion of
Polycarp.” In the day of Eusebius’
Church History, AD 324, five
books written by Papias survived,
called The Sayings of the Lord
Interpreted. In our own day, only
fragments of the papyri by Papias
have been found.5, 1

When Apostle Peter moved
from Antioch in Syria to Rome, he
ordained Evodius as his replace-
ment in Antioch. When another
successor was needed in Antioch in

the late 60’s AD, Ignatius of
Antioch was ordained by Peter.
Ignatius is renowned for his
courage and equanimity in the face
of martyrdom, and his teaching that
Jesus Christ is true man and true
God. The Docetist heresy taught
that Christ was God, and Jesus was
man but not God. Thus Jesus’ death

on the cross was pointless because
matter is evil anyway, and only the
spiritual/soul will live forever.
Thus, no Docetist need undergo
torture or martyrdom. Ignatius’
martyrdom is testimony to his faith
in the resurrection of the body.
From his arrest in Antioch, he was
escorted overland through Asia
Minor by guards who were so
vicious he called them “his ten
leopards.” Along the way he was
greeted by bishops and other
Christians from a succession of
Asian churches, and wrote seven
letters to Asian churches which sur-
vive to this day. In his letter to the
Romans, he begged them not to
interfere in his martyrdom, saying
“I am God’s wheat, and I am being
ground by the teeth of wild beasts
to make a pure loaf for Christ.”
When he got to Rome, he was fed
to starving lions, and what was left
of him was returned by his beloved
flock to Antioch.5, 6

Clement of Rome is mentioned
by Paul in the Bible (Phil. 4.3), and
was ordained by the Apostle Peter.
Iranaeus testified that Clement “
‘saw the blessed Apostles and con-
versed with them, and had yet ring-
ing in his ears the preaching of the
Apostles and had their tradition
before his eyes, and not he only for
many were then surviving who had
been taught by the Apostles.’
Similarly Epiphanius tells us that
Clement was a contemporary of

Peter and Paul.  His service as
Bishop of Rome was probably from
about 92-101 A.D. There is a tradi-
tion that he was ordained by St.
Peter and acted as a kind of auxil-
iary bishop to Linus and Anacletus,
his predecessors in the papal
chair.”6 Clement’s surviving lega-
cy is his letter to Corinth. This let-
ter is testimony to the early prima-
cy of the See of Rome, what
became papal primacy, and also to
the hierarchy of bishops, priests,
and deacons. Two other ancient let-
ters are associated with his name,
but they were discredited early and
to this day.

There are four surviving
ancient letters usually considered to
be apostolic teaching: Didache,
Letter of Barnabas, Shepherd of
Hermas, and Letter to Diognetus.
In each of these, we must remem-
ber the ancient custom of attribut-
ing to the teacher the writing pro-
duced by his disciples as represent-
ing him. Didache, which means
“teaching,” formally The Teaching
of the Twelve Apostles, is the oldest
and most respected. It seems to be a
catechism for neophyte Christians,
and includes a Eucharistic prayer of
similar style to that in our modern
sacramentary.6, 1

We close with a prayer from
Didache: “We thank you, holy
Father, for your holy name which
you caused to dwell in our hearts,
and for the knowledge and faith
and immortality, which you have
made known to us through Jesus,
your servant; to you be glory forev-
er.”7
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By Bernie Klepac

On Epiphany Sunday, numerous cultural groups from the ranks of Christ the King parishioners
treated the parish to a plethora of culinary delights after the 11:00 a.m. Mass, to honor the cultural
diversity of our parish.

The buffet style dinner, set up with the tables in the shape of a horseshoe, started with Vietnamese
cuisine, followed by Cuban beans and rice sharing tables with Italian cheesy lasagna.  

As you rounded the corner to the back row, the Philippine tables were full of tasty dishes with the
Golden Spoon Award nestled between the lumpia and pancit.

The next delectable fare available for tasting: cinnamon roll and pierogies from the Polish com-
munity followed by the German folk offering brats and kraut with strudel for dessert.  The Irish pota-
to soup with Irish coffee was offered by lovely Irish ladies. Stuffed grape leaves—-dolmathes—-was
the food representing Greece while the USA/All American table hosted sliders, potato salad and a
meat and cheese tray.

THANKS TO ALL THE FOLKS WHO MADE THIS YEAR’S INTERNATIONAL EPIPHANY
DINNER A RESOUNDING SUCCESS!

The Great American Melting Pot

at Christ the King
13th Annual International Epiphany Luncheon
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Catholic Schools Week 2015
Communities of Faith, Knowledge, and Service
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by Yolanda Cerqueira 

If you attend the 7:00 a.m. Sunday Mass you most likely know
Barbara Du Puis. If you enter the main door she is always there way
before 6:30 a.m. sitting in the first seat with a big smile on her face
greeting early parishioners as they enter. Barbara is a giver, whether it be
a smile, a kind word, or the coat off her back; this dear lady has spent her
life being of service to others. She knows no other way.

Barbara is from up north, way up north in the heart of the White
Mountains of New Hampshire. She and her ten brothers and sisters were
raised in a small town called Groveton.The first child was a girl who was
ten years older than she was; then came four boys before Barbara. It was
natural for her mother to count on her, since her older sister was out of
the house by the time Barbara could do responsible jobs.  She would be
the one sent to stay with a woman who had just given birth or a widow

who had just lost her husband. She also became the one who cared for
anyone who was injured as her sisters did not like the sight of blood.
Service was something she learned very early in life.

This was a family who worked, played, and prayed together. Life was
not easy; they walked everywhere. School was over a mile and a half
away and those of school age would walk to school but also walk home
for lunch, then walk back again to school and make the return trip. God
forbid if anyone missed a school day; Barbara remembers in the winter
that it was not unusual to have to ski back and forth to school. Lunch was
never a sandwich or a bowl of soup but consisted of a complete meal. Her
mother was an excellent cook and Barbara recalls her mother always
being in the kitchen with a baby on her hip preparing meals. Dinner again
was a big meal and of course everyone ate together.

If that were not enough, besides washing, ironing, cleaning, and
taking care of her husband and eleven children, Barbara’s mother Rose
also cleaned two ladies’ houses on Saturday to help supplement the
family income. She also made the time to can over 500 jars of meat,
vegetables, and fruit each year. Of course the vegetables were grown in
their yard and everyone helped with tending and harvesting the crops. Her
dad Walter was a digest cook in the town’s paper mill. Do you know what
a digest cook is? I surely didn’t. It’s the person who mixes the chemicals
with the wood to make the paper. As an aside Barbara said this is the
place where Vanity Fair paper goods were produced.

Barbara recalls very lovingly that the entire family walked back and
forth to church every Sunday as their parents really lived their faith. Lent,
of course, would mean many more trips to church and back and
remember, it was a mile and a half each way. During Lent the family
always said the rosary together before any activity. It was not an easy life
but there was so much love shown in her family that Barbara has nothing
but happy memories of her growing up years.

Barbara married a hometown boy and she and her husband Bud raised
one son, Michael. Her husband was a school teacher and after leaving
New Hampshire they moved to Somers, New York, where her husband
Bud taught school. When their son, Michael, was of school age Barbara
not surprisingly became head cook for a school that went from the

seventh to the twelfth grade. It was her good fortune that the family lived
across the street from the school. They remained in New York until her
husband Bud was ready to retire. Being a close family they wanted to be
near their son who happened to live in Jacksonville. Michael had
graduated from Jacksonville University
and was a school teacher. If any of you
readers attended Arlington Country
Day School or Riverside Presbyterian
Day School you might remember
Michael Du Puis as their principal.
When they moved here they decided on
the Arlington area, and immediately
became members of Christ the King
Parish. This was in 1977.  

Unfortunately, Barbara’s husband
Bud became ill with cancer; she
lovingly cared for him for many years.
She was an excellent caregiver not only
for her husband but extended the hand
of friendship to many other cancer
patients and their families that they met
while Bud was getting treatments.
During those years they had two
groups, one being the cancer group and the other being the dialysis group.
Since Barbara’s forte is her cooking, like her mother, many cancer and
dialysis patients and their families were beneficiaries of some excellent
home cooking.

For many years Saturday afternoon has been her day for visiting the
sick or the shut-ins.  It is something she really looks forward to doing; and
this works both ways. If Barbara misses a week with one of her ladies,
someone will call and want to know where she is and when is she
coming? Unfortunately, Barbara’s modesty prevents this writer from
telling you how many people are on her list and what she does and has
done for them over the past ten to fifteen years. If anyone is in need,
Barbara is there, whether it be taking someone to the doctor, a home visit,
or making a meal; you can count on her. And speaking of cooking, the
Ministry of Hope can always rely on her to make two or three different
foods for the funeral guests to enjoy. 

Barbara not only visits shut-ins on Saturday morning but she also has
another job that she enjoys very much and is of great help to Charm
Saults who runs the Country Store. Barbara is her assistant helping
Charm to sort, count, launder, repair, bag, and inventory all the items they
receive. As it grows closer to the opening of the store, Barbara will work
three or four mornings a week; and when the store finally opens for all of
us she is the lady that sits at the table collecting money, giving out bags,
answering questions and always with a smile.

Believe me when I say this is a small part of her good works—-just a
very small part. 

What is her secret? It’s her love for the Lord that transfers itself into
her love of neighbor. Every day Barbara is at morning Mass and every
day the Lord fills her heart so she may be at the ready to do the Lord’s
service.

A Life Well Lived 

It’s her love for the Lord that

transfers itself into her love of

neighbor.
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Tim Talks
Beginning in February, Christ the King will begin the process of putting our Pastoral Plan into

action as we enter into the implementation phase. This is where the rubber meets the road, and
where you can get involved. 

One of the key items identified through this endeavor was the need to restructure the current
Parish Council in order to use this body to oversee the implementation of the plan, and to track our
progress as we start to take action on specific goals identified during the listening phase. As a result
of this, the current Parish Council will become a new structure that looks very different from what
we have been accustomed to for the past several decades here at Christ the King.

The leadership structure will remain as it currently is with the chairman, co-chair, and secretary.
What is changing is the structure beyond the core leadership, and how this entity will operate mov-
ing forward.

Attached is a look at the new structure, and names that are already being integrated into this
matrix. These individuals will take ownership of the specific roles identified in the Pastoral Plan as
being key areas of focus for this plan. 

Previously, the Parish Council consisted of the leadership structure, all ministry heads, and rep-
resentation from Christ the King School, Stewardship, Child Care, and Religious Education. The
format for the council was to provide more information about happenings among ministries and

other organizations within the parish community, and had gotten away from being an interactive board that truly advised our pastor. 
The new structure will include the following standing committees that will be tasked with prioritizing, implementing, and tracking goals identi-

fied during focus groups and in surveys parishioners completed during 2014. Ministries will be integrated into the category that best fits their focus,
and ministry leaders will serve on these committees, helping to prioritize and implement the goals identified by our parish community during the lis-
tening phase of the planning process.

The new standing committees include Education, Spiritual Growth and Ministry Development, Infrastructure, Technology, Social, Liturgical,
Marketing, Finance, and Volunteer Coordinator.        

More details will be coming out as these committees begin to evaluate the survey and focus group results, prioritize these results, and begin to cre-
ate lists of goals that will become the basis for the roadmap our parish community will follow over the next five years. Not all items may actually
come to fruition. Much of this depends on the level of support the parish community provides in this process. 

Each committee represents an opportunity for parishioners to truly get involved in the process. Each will require participation from the parish com-
munity to help in reviewing the goals identified as high priority items, and then helping us to take those goals and bring them into reality. 

As Christ the King parishioners, we are all challenged to look at these committees and identify an area where we feel we can provide our time and
talent. In some instances, particularly with the infrastructure and technology, we may also be called upon to provide the necessary treasure to bring
these to fruition. 

Over the past year, we have gathered enough information to publish a document that would rival the local phone book for sheer volume. All of
that data has been reviewed, and is now ready to be evaluated to determine how we can take this from the conceptual stage to reality. The goals cover
every aspect of parish life from improving the welcoming environment in our parish, to providing more opportunities for adult education in our faith,
to updating facilities with paint and other updates to make them more handicap friendly. 

More specifics will be rolling out over the course of the next several weeks, and we will also be putting the call out for volunteers to join us on
this journey by participating on these committees, and providing the level of support necessary to take such a massive undertaking from the spread-
sheet to the real world. 

This is a dynamic plan, and an exciting time for our parish community as we begin the process of unfolding this effort and giving our parishioners
what they feel is necessary to keep Christ the King a thriving parish community as we head into our seventh decade.

As you can see from the organizational chart, there are a lot of spots that still need to be filled for leadership, but don’t let that scare you off.
Leaders will be identified, but we need help from all aspects of our parish community on these committees, so even if you don’t want to be a leader,
your contributions will be welcomed and encouraged. We are all being challenged to step up and do our part, regardless of age or experience. There
are areas where all of us can get involved, even if it’s in a small way. 

If you have any questions, or would like to discuss getting involved, you can contact the rectory at 904-724-0080, or you are welcome to reach
out to me directly, either by email (fbtjax@gmail.com), or by phone (904-728-2205). 

Keep your eyes out for details because they will be coming quickly as the committees begin the process of reviewing items, developing goals, and
making a list of priorities for the parish moving forward.
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Knightly News
by Frank Becht, PGK and Nick Klepac

First Friday Mass - was celebrated by Father Boddie, Pastor of Christ
the King, on January 2 at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Hall, followed by a
delicious meal prepared by Laura Morris, K’Cees President.

Road Cleanup - Road cleanup of Lone Star Road took place on
December 13, January17, and February 14.

Brotherly Care - After the 8:00 a.m. Mass at Christ the King on
December 13, the Brotherly Care team consisting of Dennis Scobie, PGK,
Frank Becht, PGK, John Deihl, John Molloseac, and John Porter visited
Grace Berkey, Pam Oliveria, John Faustini and his wife Doris. 

Corporate Communion at Christ the King - The annual Corporate
Communion was held at the 9:00 a.m. Mass celebrated by Father Boddie
and was followed by breakfast at the Council hall at 10:30 a.m. It was a
good turn out of members and a good breakfast cooked by Ray Flott and
James Fitzell.  

CTK Donuts - Under the direction of John Lewis the council serves cof-
fee and donuts weekly at Christ the King after the 7:00 and 9:00 a.m.
Masses.

Corporate Communion at Resurrection - On January 18 a Corporate
Communion was held at Resurrection Parish followed by breakfast.
Approximately 22 Knights and families attended.

PBJ’s for Soup Kitchen - Peanut Butter and Jelly sandwiches were pre-
pared at the Council hall on Friday January 30 at 6:00 p.m. for the St.
Francis Soup Kitchen to be served on Saturday January 31 at Immaculate
Conception in downtown Jacksonville. This event was executed under the
able direction of Chancellor Nick Klepac and his wife, Bernie (K’Cees
Vice President).

Bunko Night - the K’Cees held another successful Bunko Night on
January 10 at the Council hall at 6:30 p.m. The Coordinator for this event
was none other than Bernie Klepac, Vice President of the K’Cees. In addi-
tion to snacks and a meal, there were prizes for the winners and losers.

The Blue Golf Tournament - was held on December 6 at the Blue
Cypress Golf Course under the direction of Jim Bonitatibus, PGK. Dinner
followed in the evening at the Council Hall, catered by Butler’s Bar-B-Q.

Christ the King Honor Roll Breakfast - On January 13 Grand
Knight John Klinkenberg hosted a breakfast at Christ the King for
the Honorees of Christ the King School.

Squires Fundraiser - the Arlington
Columbian Squires Circle 2121 held a
Canned Goods Drive for the I. M.
Sulzbacher Center after the Masses at
Resurrection for the weekends of
December 6/7, December 13/14 and
December  20/21 to help homeless individ-
uals and families. Thank you, Father Steven
Zehler, for supporting the Squires’ effort.
The I. M. Sulzbacher Center is the largest
provider of Comprehensive Services for
homeless men, women, and children. It
feeds a daily average of 1500 individuals.

Squires Business Meeting - the Squires held their monthly
meeting at the Knights of Columbus hall.  Father Zehler from
Resurrection Parish attended.



Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Stand Up for Life - The
Knights of Columbus, their wives, parishioners from
Christ the King, and others stood up for life protesting
abortions on University Boulevard, Monday, January 19,
from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
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Knightly News

K’Cees’ Christmas Party - The Christmas party was a great success with
approximately 60 people in attendance on Saturday, December 13 at the
Knight’s hall. The social hour at 6:30 p.m. was followed by a delicious
dinner catered by Glen the Caterer. Entertainment was provided by Mike
Burns and friend. Numerous drawings took place for a variety of gifts.
This was followed by cash prizes with the big cash prize going to Marge
Stiles. 

Shall We Dance - The Knights hosted an evening of fun
November 22 at the hall. Social Affair Dance Studio pro-
vided two dance instructors and taught the Knights and
wives how to dance.  It was a great night of fun with light
hors d’oeuvres being served. Proceeds went to our semi-
narians. This event was coordinated by Deputy Grand
Knight Steven Bell and his wife Maryellen Bell.

Basketball Free Throw - A basketball free
throw contest was held January 24 at Christ
the King, Kingdome for kids ages 9-14.
There was a competition for boys and girls
ages 9-11, and for boys and girls ages 12-14.
This event will be followed by District,
Regional and State competition at later
dates.
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By Frank Becht, PGK

The following is the Annual Report from Emergency Pregnancy
Services (EPS) the year of 2014. First, let us briefly review the history of
EPS in the Jacksonville area.

Over a period of approximately 25 years prior to 1996, a hotline had
been developed by a group of concerned citizens for the purpose of
helping women in a crisis circumstance because of their pregnancy. Over
this period, EPS grew to become the oldest and largest pregnancy help
center.

In 2003, a Partner for Life was instituted to develop funds for the
establishment of a permanent office to serve the needs of those in distress
without cost to them. The first center was at 1555 Oak Street in the
Riverside area of Jacksonville. Because of development in the area, they
were forced to find a new center. St. Vincent’s Health Center and other
large benefactors were able to provide a new center at 1637 King St. The
Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Council 4727 helped remodel the building to
fit the needs of EPS.

The second center was established at 2300 Park Ave, Suite 204,
Orange Park, Florida in 2007. In 2008, EPS established its third location
at 6903 Merrill Road in the Arlington area of Jacksonville. Again the
Knights of Columbus, Christ the King Church, and Resurrection Parish
were major contributors and supporters of the new center.  

“You have helped us make a difference in the lives of the unborn!
See the statistics below to see how you helped.”

The Following statistics are based from 2014 (as of December 26, 2014).

Total Number of Clients seen: 2,941

Total Number of Tests: 1,615

Total Number of Ultrasounds: 436

Total Number of Lives Saved: 61

Riverside

Total Number of Clients seen: 1,718

Total Number of Tests: 915

Total Number of Ultrasounds: 268

Total Number of Lives Saved: 32 

EPS is appreciative of the much needed support and ask for our continued

efforts to help them meet their goals of saving lives of the most innocent.

Contact Information

Riverside - 904-308-7510

Arlington - 904-446-9009

Orange Park - 904-215-2797

EPS Annual Report

Office Staff: Top row (left to right): Jessica Thomas, Office Manager;

Gloria Stelma, Pregnancy Counselor; Andrea Thompson, Receptionist;

Dejah D’Amour, Sonographer & Counselor; Stephanie Cox, Sonographer

& Pregnancy Counselor;  Front row: Kiersten McGuiness, Sonographer

& Pregnancy Counselor; Cat McCarroll, Executive Director; Tamara

Williams, Receptionist.

Arlington

Total Number of Clients Seen: 839

Total Number of Tests: 456

Total Number of Ultrasounds: 79

Total Number of Lives Saved: 20

Orange Park

Total Number of Clients Seen: 384

Total Number of Tests: 244

Total Number of Ultrasounds: 89

Total Number of Lives Saved: 9

Happy

Vietnamese

New Year 2015



by Frank Becht

There are many ministries in
Christ the King Parish. As a Parish
community, Christ the King has
always been considered a very
active and caring community. In
fact I have been told more than
once that a number of families have
decided to become members of
Christ the King for the simple rea-
son that people seemed to be very
friendly and concerned about oth-
ers. Christ the King has been a very
diverse community for many years,
first evidenced by the active
Filipino community and then by the
large and active Vietnamese com-
munity.

Other factors that have acted as
an energizers for our Church
Community are: the tremendous
response of our church community
as a result of the formation of the
Knights of Columbus by deceased
Bishop W. Thomas  Larkin, the
activity of the Council of Catholic
Women (CKCCW), and the cele-
bration of the Feast of the Epiphany
initiated by former Pastor Father
Thanh. The increase in the number
of new ministries was very evident
and has continued.

One of the most notable and
hard working ministries in the
parish, among others, is the
Ministry of Hope, also known as
Bereavement Ministry. It was
formed in 2003 by Sue Pastorini; in
2007 Sue also founded the
Christmas Naming Service to pro-
vide further service to support fam-
ilies of deceased members. When
Sue resigned as ministry head, the
ministry was split into two divi-
sions. One was Funeral Receptions
Coordinator, was assumed by
Patrice Pruitt and the other, Grief
Support for families, was assumed
by Staci Duncan.  Because of an
increase in family responsibilities,
Patrice resigned to care for her
family.

Since June 2013 Staci Duncan
has assumed the full responsibility

for the multi-faceted duties of the
Ministry of Hope. This is a large
group of ladies and an occasional
man who provide services to fami-
lies with deceased members on a
weekly basis. The following will
give you an idea of the tremendous
work load of the Ministry of Hope:

Number of funerals served in
2014 - 51, not including the
Vietnamese

Number of funerals served with
receptions at Christ the King - 27

Following is a detailed

explanation by Ministry Head,

Staci Duncan
“Each funeral takes approxi-

mately five hours at the church
which includes dressing the tables
with tablecloths and centerpieces,
making coffee and drinks, taking in
food and desserts prepared and
donated by approximately 100
members of the Ministry of Hope.
Then we proceed to serve the fami-
ly once they arrive and see to their
needs. Once they are finished, we
pack up the leftover food to be sent
home with the family or donated,
usually to L’Arche House at the
family’s request.

We then take on the daunting
task of washing dishes, cleaning up
and leaving the building as though
we had never been there.

Once at home, someone has to
wash, dry and iron tablecloths and
dishtowels. Other than the service
and reception itself, I personally
coordinate with the rectory and
family before each funeral. I also
send a sympathy card to each fami-
ly and a thank you card if the fami-
ly donates to the Ministry of Hope.

Phone calls can take a few
hours to insure enough help, food
and desserts are brought to make
the reception a true success.
Shopping for supplies also takes
time and happens probably at least
once a month to get coffee, tea,
paper goods, foil, baggies, etc.  In
extreme cases, we also purchase
food to help the family or in a crisis

situation when many more mourn-
ers show up than expected there is a
dash to the store for more food.

In December we host the annu-
al Naming Service for the deceased
members of our parish and their
families from other parishes. An
ornament with a black ribbon and
the name of the deceased and date
of death are made for the families
and after the service a small recep-
tion is held. Another three hours at
church and three hours prepara-
tion.”

It is obvious that the work load
of the individual volunteer is much
greater than in most other ministry
positions. This does not take into
consideration the cost and work in
providing a covered dish. Various
other ladies provide covered dishes
on occasion. That being so, consid-
er the extra time and effort put forth
by Staci Duncan in calling volun-
teers for each funeral and the plan-
ning necessary for successful com-
pletion. Can any other ministry
match this? 

We have to thank God for the
tremendous leader Staci has
become in the Christ the King
Community and the many dedicat-
ed ladies who do this week after
week and sometimes more than
once a week. In addition, she is the
Chairman of the St. Anthony Circle
of the CKCCW organization of
Christ the King. She is Vice-
President of the South Jacksonville
Deanery and Deanery Rep for the
Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women, an active member of the
Catholic Women’s Club. She is a
Eucharistic Minister at Christ the
King and helps coordinate volun-
teers for the Eucharistic Congress.
She is also an active member of the
K’Cees auxiliary of the Bishop W.
Thomas Larkin Council Knights of
Columbus. She is a wife, mother of
three and grandmother of two.
What more can you ask?  We need
more Staci Duncans in Christ the
King!!!! 

How about YOU? Are you will-
ing to take the challenge???
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Ministry of Hope

by Mickey Kenny

John came home from work
one day when we lived in New
York State on top of a mountain and
told me we were going to move to
Jacksonville, Florida. I dare say
most people would have thought,
“Hooray! Moving to the beach!” I,
however, am a Yankee, and a
mountain-type Yankee at that. But I
loved John and he said we’d only
be there two to four years. That was
1971.

Fast forward to 2014 and the
necessity to move out of our won-
derful home. And it really did seem
“fast” because it turned out to be a

wonderful place to raise our kids
and make our home. I loved every-
thing about our family, our home,
our Church, and just generally our
life. We were so blessed. Well, I
have become quite adept at rum-
maging through stuff. Weeding out
all the unnecessary trash first; then
weeding out all the stuff I would
never use or read again; then weed-
ing out all the things that just
weren’t necessary to hire movers to
move; and, finally, weeding out all
the stuff I just didn’t have room for
any more. 

Which leads me back to I have
become quite adept at rummaging
through stuff. Some “stuff” is just
plain a treasure and must be

thought of as indispensable
whether it is useful or not. But I can
tell which stuff is useful and what
“other” stuff is just a waste of my
very precious “space.” My nose is
well trained to sniff out treasures
wherever they can be found, and I
did find a real treasure in a very
unlikely hiding place. Some of my
still-arriving-pieces-of-mail are the
catalogs I have loved because they
always contained the most pecu-
liarly useful pieces of “stuff” that
someone wiser and more inventive
than I had invented to do a specific
task quickly and efficiently. I
ordered many of these items in my
day; some were useless of course.
But many of these gadgets were

treasures that even John gave me
credit for unearthing.

Well anyway, one day I was
looking through a catalog which
had only tacky stuff like t-shirts and
coffee mugs with smart aleck say-
ings printed on them. However, this
one I remembered and it has haunt-
ed me for days since. I would love
to know really if this haunts anyone
else the way it has haunted me.

Here it is:

Religious Article Store

Think ahead now. The store has a great selection of

books and pamphlets for Lent and for upcoming

First Communion gifts. 

Check out the different weekly “specials.”

Our wonderful volunteers occasionally need time off,

so I am looking for a few “on call” volunteers 

to fill in when needed.

In order to open the store before and after the 2:00 p.m.

Sunday Mass, we need some volunteers from the

Vietnamese community.  

Just stop and see me or call 377-1299.

Think about this - Volunteers are unpaid, not because

they’re not worth anything, but because they are

“PRICELESS.”

Rummaging Through Stuff

What if you woke up

tomorrow without

anything that you had

not said thank you for? 
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By Anthony (Tony) Marinucci

“That Man Is You” adopts
Pro-Life Prayer for its signature
closing prayer at each of its
sessions

The “That Man is You”
program has become a dynamic,
fast-growing Catholic men’s
leadership program dedicated to
equipping men with the
knowledge, insight and spiritual
strength to effectively become
better leaders of their families.

The program helps men better
understand themselves, their wives
and marriages, and their unique
role in their family and society. The
program is designed with the
purpose of equipping men with the
tools they need to lead a life that is
boldly counter to popular Western
culture while espousing the truth of
the Catholic Church through its
teachings and traditions.

And one of the most serious
and haunting problems of society is
the ruthless abortion of infants in
the womb. In today’s world we are
aghast when we hear of the
beheadings by terrorists in the
Middle East. Yet we do not seem be
“shaken” when we hear that
57,496,011 reported abortions
have been committed in the United
States since the 1973 Roe v. Wade
decision was handed down by the
courts of the United States. And the
projection for the next few years is

for an additional 1,058,490
abortions in the United States.

Having heard about this
“drastic” and “dastardly” slaughter,
the men felt it is time to stand up
and speak out against this horrible
action and to pray for its stoppage.

Then the Pro-Life Prayer came
to the attention of some of the men
viewing EWTN when the prayer
was emphasized on one of its
programs. As a result it is now the
signature closing prayer of each
“That Man Is You” session. Not
only do we adopt this prayer as part
of our program, it is recommended
that all parish ministry groups
adopt this prayer as a positive part
of their program.

Now comes the irony of
discovering this prayer. The prayer
was authored by none other than:
Most Reverend Robert J. Baker,
Bishop of Birmingham, Alabama
whose Imprimatur dated January
22, 2009 appears at the end of the
prayer that is stated below
verbatim:

A Pro-Life Prayer
For Our President and Public

Officials

Lord God, Author of Life and
Source of Eternal Life, move the
hearts of all our public officials
and especially our President, to
fulfill their responsibilities
worthily and well to all those
entrusted to their care.

Help them in their special
leadership roles, to extend the
mantle of protection to the most
vulnerable, especially the
defenseless unborn, whose lives
are threatened with
extermination by an indifferent
society.

Guide all public officials by
your wisdom and grace to cease
supporting any law that fails to
protect the fundamental good
that is human life itself, which is
a gift from God and parents.

You are the Protector and
Defender of the lives of the
innocent unborn. Change the
hearts of those who compromise
the call to protect and defend life.
Bring our nation to the values
that have made us a great nation,
a society that upholds the values
of life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness for all. 

Mary, the Mother of the
living, help us to bear witness to
the Gospel of Life with our lives
and our laws, through Christ,
Our Lord.  Amen.

Imprimatur:

January 22, 2009 

Most Reverend Robert J. Baker

Bishop of Birmingham in

Alabama

Now comes the climax: This
prayer was formulated solely and in
holiness by Bishop Robert Baker

who was the Pastor of Christ the
King Parish from August 1997 until
September 1999 when he was
ordained Bishop of Charleston,
South Carolina.

It is our wish, (the men of “That
Man Is You”), in conjunction with
the Catholic Church’s call for
evangelization, that all ministries in
the parish adopt this prayer not
only for the defenseless unborn and
the ultimate extinction of the
practice of abortion but also in
honor of Bishop Bob Baker for his
efforts for Pro-Life and against the
abortion epidemic in our nation. 

This article also serves as an
invitation to all men to join our
“That Man Is You” any Thursday
morning at 6:00 a.m. ending at 7:30
a.m. at the Vietnamese Cultural
Center on Christ the King campus
and enjoy a light breakfast snack,
the camaraderie with fellow men
and the program of the day
concluding together with all in
attendance for closing prayer. 

You can stop in any time at any
session. It is not mandatory to have
to appear previously to enjoy the
topic of the day.  Come by and join
us. We’ll be waiting for you. And
you will not be disappointed.
AMEN.

For additional information
contact:

Anthony (Tony) Marinucci

904-994-9123  or

Email:  afmarinucci@comcast.net

News from

“That Man Is You!”

by Annie Sabatino

The Thanksgiving meeting was held on Sunday, November 9. The food
with all the trimmings was excellent. Fred Schmidt entertained by playing the
piano and the members sang along to some of the songs. A drawing, which we
still call 50/50, was held, but rules sometimes vary.

Christmas luncheon was on December 14 and the food was catered by
Glenn. Music was provided by Bill Rice and his guitar. Fred Schmidt also
played a few songs on the piano. Members had a chance to win door prizes.
Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus showed up and gave candy to members after asking
them if they were naughty or nice. Members had a merry afternoon.

Italian feast was held January 11. Lasagna, rigatoni, spaghetti, salad and a
wide variety of desserts was the fare. Again we had our 50/50 drawing. The
usual birthday and anniversary announcements were made and a silent prayer
for sick and homebound members was said. The Pledge of Allegiance was said
and God Bless America was sung. Father Xaviour played a song on the piano.
Fred Schmidt then took over and played several Italian and Broadway songs
and members joined in.

Anyone over the age of 50 can join.  Dues are still $5 a year. Queens and
Kings meet the second Sunday of the month at 1:00 p.m. Next meeting is
February 8, when the theme will be Valentine’s Day. Come join us. There will
be entertainment.

Queens and Kings
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By Hank Jinks

Boy Scout Troop 5 went to the Florida Keys during Thanksgiving
weekend.  We stayed at Camp Sawyer, a Boy Scout camp, located at mile
marker 34.  On Thursday, we had Thanksgiving dinner as a group and par-
ticipated in activities like fishing and volleyball.  Friday was spent tour-
ing the city of Key West and touring the local Coast Guard base.  Our
Saturday scuba and snorkeling trip was cancelled due to high winds and
seas but we got the opportunity to snorkel at a newly opened aquarium to
feed the sharks.

Scouts – Key West
by Lizzy Holden

Crew 5 Vice President

The Boy Scouts Venturing Crew and Troop took a trip over Martin
Luther King weekend to go skiing and snowboarding.  The trip to Sugar
Mountain, North Carolina, was really fun. We stayed in condos right next
to the ski slope so we could just go ski or snowboard anytime. It was real-
ly fun watching other people on the ski hill tumbling down the hill. One
of the days we were there it started snowing and that was really cool. The
night before we left, we tried to have a snowball fight but the snow was
too hard to make into snowballs but it was still fun.

Scout Ski Trip

by Pat Setser

A very large crowd attended the Living Nativity at St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church in Atlantic Beach on Friday, December 12. Pastor
Reverend Mark Waters welcomed the visitors to his parish. The core
members of L’Arche, dressed in beautiful costumes, told the true story of
Christmas. They spoke their parts and sang Christmas carols. This was the
27th anniversary of this performance. The core members played the parts
of the Angel Gabriel, Mary, Joseph, the Innkeeper, the Town Woman, the
Shepherd, the Drummer Boy, the Three Kings, and the other Angels. This
performance is L’Arche Harbor House’s gift to the community. Reactions
of those who have never attended before were awe and wonder. They
were touched by the love which was shared. These performances have
been celebrated in different church communities for over 25 years.
Mostly they are in Catholic Churches. Yet they have been held in
Methodist, Lutheran, and Episcopal Churches. After the Living Nativity
there are refreshments for the performers and the guests. If you have
never attended, please remember to check for the location next year. This
performance will be the best beginning of Christmas and it will touch
your heart. Make Room for Jesus. 

L’Arche Harbor House Performed

Their Living Nativity at the Beach
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by Stephanie Chinault

To kick off Catholic Schools’ Week, Father Boddie extolled the
benefits of a Catholic education and how fortunate we are to have a Blue
Ribbon school in our parish. He said: “Our school students are our parish
now and in the future.” With its long history, Christ the King parish is
blessed to be filled with former Christ the King school students. Many of
our families have three generations – two of which have attended or are
attending Christ the King School. 

However, as the times have changed, so have the financial burdens of
younger families. As the future demands more technology and
innovation, the cost of our Catholic education has had to increase. When
we think of the gift of an education, consider supporting younger
generations so that they can afford to grow up in a safe, Christ-centered
environment. Christ the King Catholic School provides an elementary and
middle school environment that grows their academic ability, strengthens
their ties to our church and supports parents as the first educators of their
children. 

Grandparents, why not help provide that foundation? It’s the gift with
incalculable dividends. Interested in financially “adopting” a young
family in need? The school office can help in either case. $431.00 per
month pays for one child to attend Christ the King.

A Grandparent’s Gift

Presidents Honors

Jared Bowling 9

Sarah Crocco 9

Isabel Devore-Suazo 9

Nicolina Graves 9

Nicholas Taylor 9

John Broekman 12

Jeffrey Dela Cruz 12

Julia Eason 12

Donna Mahfouz 12

Principals Honors

Andrea Barrett 9

Marisa Garcia 9

Kathleen McClellan 9

Matthew Johnson 10

Gina Nguyen 10

Shadia Salem 10

Makenna Vance 10

Hannah Williams 10

Madison Yates 10

Janica Erin Zenarosa 10

Shelby Asher 11

Principals Honors

Hannah Beams 11

Emily Duncan 11

Christopher Luyando 11

Caroline McClellan 11

Carolyn Morgan 11

Michael O’Connell 11

Andy Quach 11

Jennifer Saliba 11

Emily Tackett 11

Jennifer Vega 11

David Williams 11

Colin Boyd 12

Jenny Green 12

Hailey Guinn 12

Rachel House 12

Joshua Johnson 12

Cassidy Lewis 12

David Longenecker 12

Mathew Lynch 12

Cody McElveen 12

Janel Clarisse Palomo12

Megan Schroder 12

Erica Stanfill 12

Kelly Wolfe 12

Bishop Kenny

Honor Roll

Country Store 

It’s time to get started cleaning out those garages,

closets and sheds. 

Did you know the phrase, “One man’s trash is another

man’s treasure” was first heard about 1700. 

In our Country Store there is something for everyone. 

We are there right now.

Every Saturday from 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., we accept

items for our next sale which will be in the early spring.

The only items not accepted are: TV’s, copiers,

computers, paints, medical equipment, or adult clothes.

We gladly accept canes and walkers. 

We can also arrange pick up of large items if necessary.

For additional information call Charm at 377-1299.
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by Deidre Hicks 

On January 15, all Christ the King middle school students presented their scientific findings at the annual Christ the King Science Fair. 
Since the beginning of the school year, students have been preparing for the Science Fair. 
From the first step of getting their project idea approved, to one of the last steps of conducting their experiment, it’s been a months-long process

to complete their science projects. Along the way, students have immersed themselves in the scientific process. 
At the Science Fair in the Media Center, each student was thoroughly interviewed by at least three judges. Judges were parents, community/parish

members and previous Christ the King students. This year, judges submitted scores on iPads to help easily tabulate results. 
After the first round of interviews, select students in each grade were called back for a second round of judging. During this round, each student

was interviewed by all the judges at the same time with more in-depth questions about their scientific method. 
Scores were again tabulated and winners in each round were announced. Many of these budding scientists went on to represent Christ the King at

both the Diocesan Science Fair and the Northeast Regional Science and Engineering Fair. 
The Northeast Regional Science and Engineering Fair was held on February 9, 2015 at the Morocco Shrine Center and included competitors from

area private and public middle and high schools. It was another intense round of judging for the students.  As of this printing, results were unknown.
In the past, Christ the King has sent students on to the Florida State Science and Engineering Fair. 

Christ the King’s annual science fair helps students to truly understand and experience the scientific process. Many thanks go to the middle school
science teacher, Suzette Gagnon, for guiding and encouraging them all along the way! 

Science Fair Winners

The following students will move on to the Regional Science Fair:

6th Grade

Emilie Chinault, Kylie Wnorowski, Stevie Dionisio, David Hoyt and Layne Baldwin.

7th Grade

Lacey Taylor, Michaela Bowling, Brooke Pavek, Kyle Hicks and Aidan Webb.

8th Grade

Alyssa Pavek, Marissa House, Regine Hilaire, Malissa Sihachak, Hope Barras, Blessing Essien, Victoria Reep, Dahlia Wrubluski, Brian Guzman and

Megan Yates.

The following students received the Excellence Awards:

Megan Yates, Brooke Pavek, Lacey Taylor and Dahlia Wrubluski.

Christ the King Science Fair

Highlights Students’ Research

6th Grade

1st place - Emilie Chinault

2nd place - Kylie Wnorowski

3rd place - Stevie Dionisio

Honorable Mention  

David Hoyt

7th grade

1st place - Lacey Taylor

2nd place - Michaela Bowling

3rd place - Brooke Pavek

Honorable Mention:

Kathryn DeBellis

Aidan Webb

Gabriel Navarro

Kyle Hicks

8th Grade

1st place - Alyssa Pavek

2nd place - Marissa House

3rd place - Regine Hilaire

Honorable Mention:

Hope Barras

Blessing Essien

Malissa Sihachak
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By Denise Stiles-Yount

October 13-24, 2014 a group of parishioners were blessed and
privileged to travel to France with Father Steven Zehler on a pilgrimage
to France. There were ten of us from Christ the King. Going on the
pilgrimage were Barbara Crane, Margie Stiles, Jeannie Demarest
(Margie’s sister and my aunt), Carolina and Leo Milano, Debra and
Dennis Scobie, Terri Rodriguez-Yip and Dr. Dan Yip. Sister Joan Grace
Gabbin was our hostess.

We toured wonderful churches, basilicas, towns and historic sites,
both secular and non-secular. Suffice it to say that everything was
wonderful and memorable in its own way.

I do not want to write a travelogue. If anyone wants details there is a
wonderful CD compiled by George Dewey at Resurrection Church that
any of us would be happy to share. I will paint a picture of the
experiences that touched me the most.

I cannot talk about the trip without thanking Father Zehler and Sister
Joan for their excellent leadership. Sister Joan went above and beyond the
call of duty the night before our return home when one of our group lost
a passport. She calmed the couple down and prayed with them to St.
Anthony. The passport was found and the couple were able to return with
us. The group was diverse and dynamic. I must mention Leo Milano
whose jokes on the bus were hilarious, Carolina giggling at him make
them even better!!!

The three experiences I want to mention are the Beaches of
Normandy, Paris and Lourdes.

Normandy Beaches and the American Cemetery were the places that
tugged at my heartstrings the most. The mind boggles at the number of
brave men who stormed those beaches to save France. So, so many died
right there. The rows upon rows of neat white markers in the cemetery

bring tears to your eyes. We were lucky to be there during the flag
lowering ceremony at the end of day and the playing of taps. It made me
proud and humble to be an American.

Paris, what can I say about Paris. We took a river cruise down the
Seine at sundown. The fading sun on the
Eiffel tower lit it up like it was made of
gold. We visited Notre Dame, went to
the top of the Eiffel Tower and walked
along the Champs D’Elysees. What I
enjoyed the most was celebrating Mass
at the Miraculous Medal Chapel and
visiting the shrines of St. Catherine
Laboure, St. Louise de Mirilac and the
tomb of St. Vincent de Paul. The lives
and teachings inspire me daily in my
thoughts and actions.

For a Catholic, Lourdes is a very
special place. It is where Mary
appeared to the young girl Bernadette.
This is where Mary instructed
Bernadette to scrape the earth in the
grotto and the spring appeared. Mary
then instructed Bernadette to drink the
water and wash in it. There are many
reported “cures” attributed to drinking
and bathing in the water. There are five
graces that are recommended to
perform here. These are: Masses at the
grotto, the stations of the cross, the candlelight procession, reconciliation
and the bathing in the water. We were blessed to have the time to do all
five of them if we so desired. Father Zehler co-celebrated Mass in the
grotto with a group from Ireland. We walked in the candlelight
procession, carrying candles and saying the rosary. Oh my goodness, it is
said in five languages and when it is your language you join in. When the
Ave is sung, however, all join in and lift their arms up to the Lord. I get
goose bumps remembering that feeling of praying with so many people
from so many different countries and walks of life but all believing in the
same beliefs. The final grace was bathing in the water. Let me tell you
t h a t

spring
water in late October is COLD! You are taken in to a private bath where
there are many helpers who prayerfully and respectfully help you to enjoy
the experience. The woman in front of me was on a stretcher. Watching
them take care of her was really special. There is a 600- bed hospital on
site where pilgrims with special needs stay when visiting. This is a very
powerful place and you can’t help but be moved and awed.

This was my second pilgrimage. Both were very different and
enlightening. I would recommend anyone who can to join one in the
future. I certainly will!

Catholic Saints Pilgrimage to France
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by Ashley Anderson 

The Youth Ministry Team went on retreat in Starke, Florida, over the
past weekend. This was my second retreat so I thought I knew what I was
getting myself into. The first half of the retreat was filled with meditation,
sharing and prayer… It was incredibly beautiful and moving. However,
Saturday afternoon brought about a turn of events. After lunch we made
the trek down to the high ropes course that the camp had on its grounds.
We got our harnesses, helmets and held our breath. Dangling 20 feet
above our heads was a series of ropes that formed obstacles. Each of us
climbed a telephone pole and began our journey. Some had no trouble at
all where others greatly struggled, especially myself. Never in my life
have I been as terrified as I was climbing that pole and standing on the
first platform. The first obstacle was similar to a rope bridge, but with less
support—-only rope and not that much of it. While I was standing on the
platform for an ungodly amount of time, I could only think of one thing—
-that first step. 

We all know the story about Jesus calling Peter onto the water, and
when Peter starts to doubt him he begins drowning only to later be saved
by Christ. Well, Jesus wasn’t calling me, it was more like Mr. John yelling
to get a move on. I decided in that moment to take a leap of faith (Mind
you, I was harnessed in and was in no actual danger) and took that first
step. It didn’t get any easier throughout the course; it was always a chal-
lenge. I had to learn to trust myself, in the physical sense and in Christ, in
the spiritual sense. This was however, a team building exercise; and we
grew closer as a team by supporting and encouraging each other. This was
something that I had not expected as it took me way out of my comfort
zone. The weekend as a whole was a blessing. It brought a ministry team
closer and reinforced the idea that we really are a family. We rededicated
our time and efforts to doing what we love, helping our teens grow in faith
and in fellowship.

Youth Ministry Leaders go on Retreat

by John Klinkenberg

Master of Ariel activities!

Our youth ministry adult group went to Montgomery Presbyterian
retreat center for a weekend retreat focused on team building as well as
spiritual renewal. Yean, our seminarian, provided the leadership for our
spiritual renewal as well as joining us in our team building. First, let me
address the spiritual aspect of our retreat. We discussed three commit-
ments needed for youth ministry, all of which take personal commitment
as well as a commitment to the program itself. 

Many parishioners may not know or understand what it takes to facil-
itate a youth program. I personally cannot take the credit for anything that
happens with our youth. Our team of college students, which makes up
our core leaders, our talented and dedicated musicians, and of course our
parents who make our decorations and food for our retreats, get the cred-
it. Yes, Wendi and I are the leaders, per say, but the real work happens in
the groups of dedicated individuals who come together to design, imple-
ment and facilitate everything we do. I am the leader but I must say I
could be considered a teen most of the time. 

Our team building portion of the retreat focused on playing games like
Scattergories and kitchen pot Frisbee—- don’t knock it if you don’t know
it. Kitchen pot Frisbee is a great game. (Thanks, Angel and Ashley.) Our
biggest team building event was the high ropes course as you can see in
the pictures. Not only was it personally challenging, but it was team
building. As I waited either on the ground or in the air, I listened to
encouraging words and plenty of joking. We helped each other accom-
plish different challenges that we might never have  attempted alone. I
personally spent at least 20 minutes sitting on a platform, harnessed prop-
erly to a guide wire, waiting to muster enough courage to scoot off the
platform and zip line down to the ground. Most if not all of my teammates
encouraged me to let go and jump. Many of the team members recalled
the incident in Jamaica when I stood on top of a platform 30 feet in the
air waiting for courage to jump into the pool below. I truly believe that I
am not so afraid of heights as much as I want to stop and consider how
physically close to God I am when I take 20, 30 or even 60 minutes to let
go and enjoy the ride. 

All in all, a wonderful retreat with a wonderful group of Christ-lov-
ing, dedicated and selfless individuals who make up a great youth min-
istry team.
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By Father Jaisemon Xaviour
Sunday, January 25, 2015 was a day of

great joy and excitement for me when my
Bishop from India came to Christ the King
Catholic Church and celebrated a Mass
with us. It is only with his blessings and
encouragement that I am fortunate to be
serving here at Christ the King Church,
Jacksonville, FL. Bishop Mathew is well
known for his paternal care for all the
faithful, especially his priests. When he got
an opportunity to come for a conference
here in the U.S. this month, he wanted to
make certain to come to Jacksonville to
personally make sure I am well taken care
of.

Bishop Mathew Arackal was born at
Erumely as the youngest son of Thommen
Mathai and Aleyamma on December 10,
1944 in Kerala, India. After finishing his
high school studies he joined the seminary
for his philosophical and theological
studies. He was ordained Deacon on
December 20, 1969 and as a Priest on
March 13, 1971with his Episcopal
Consecration on February 9, 2001.

After his ordination, he was appointed
as the parish priest of the parishes of
Peermade and Murinjapuzha, Kerala, India. These areas were quite underdeveloped. The migrant settlers were subjected to the inclemency of
weather, major diseases and absolute lack of transportation and communication facilities. The tribals and harijans were in utter poverty. These
alarming situations kindled further his basic option to serve the poor, the exploited and marginalized people of this region. Following Jesus, his
Master, he desired that all should “have life in abundance” (Jn.10: 10). He began to concentrate on the development of marginal farmers, tribals and
harijans in the diocese. In order to undertake these activities in a systematic and organized manner, he founded the Peermade Development Society
in 1980, which has become one of the most outstanding Non-Governmental Organizations in the country.

He personally organized tribals and marginal farmers initially and, as he extended the work, qualified personnel were appointed for systematic
community organization, gearing communities to self-reliance and sustainability. Numerous approach roads were constructed, wells were sunk,
houses and toilets were constructed with the participation of these categories to give them basic facilities. Health care facilities, especially primary
health care facilities, were organized in many villages. Public transport facilities to many villages of this region were brought about by his constant
efforts.

After organizing and training marginal farmers in organic agriculture, Peermade Development Society has started the exportation of organic
spices and stands as a link between Fair Trade Organizations in the USA and Europe and the organic farmers. As a result, Peermade Development
Society is India’s largest exporter of organic spices.

Bishop Mathew realized that only education and improvement of agriculture could make the tribals self-reliant and with this view, he started
hostels for tribal children in two places, promoted higher education and initiated group farming. This, combined with the improvement in
infrastructure facilities, brought the light of knowledge and the light of electricity to many tribal settlements.

Bishop Mathew’s motto is a gospel sentence which described the mission of Jesus - “That they may have life and may have it more abundantly”
(Jn 10: 10). This sentence has captivated him and he sees his fulfillment in life when the marginalized are brought to the mainstream, when justice
is meted out to the wronged, when the “have not” become “haves” and suffering is replaced by joy, and above all - love triumphs in all, giving fullness
of life to all.

Bishop Mathew holds several key positions:

Adviser to the Planning Commission, Govt. of India
Member of the Youth Commission for Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conference
The only representative from Asia and Africa to the International Delegate Assembly of Naturland, Germany
Member of the Environmental Prize Committee for the Government of India
Chairman, Kerala Catholic Bishops’ Commission for Justice, Peace  and Development
Chairman, Kerala Social Service Forum (KSSF)
Chairman, Syro-Malabar Laity Commission
Regional Secretary to the Red Cross Society

Bishop Mathew is credited with establishing:

The first Labor Contractors Co-operative Society in Kerala, India
The Peermade Development Society (PDS), one of the most outstanding NGOs in the country, and served as its Executive Director till 2001
High Range Medical Centre (HRMC)
Sahyadri Ayurvedic Pharmaceuticals with Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) certification
Two major residential training centers for rural development with research wings and lab facilities in Bio-technology and Eco-farming
Association of Small Farmers for organic farming, especially for spices and tea
Two factories to process organic products according to European Union standards

A visit to Jacksonville...

Most Reverend Bishop Mathew Arackal,
Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Kanjirappally, Kerala, India

A missionary of the poor.....!!!

Come join us for our Annual Mission in

our church March 9, 10, and 11




