
Volume 21, Issue 3 December 2017

Inside this issue of Christ the King Courier:

by Carol-Ann Black

November 18, 2017, was a day of total joy at Christ
the King. The sun shone, the air was warm and breezy,
the parking lot was full to overflowing, guests poured
into the church, music flowed—-all for the diaconate
ordination of our seminarian Martin Ibeh.  Elsewhere
in the Courier, Deacon George has written an
informational piece about this ceremony.  I want to
share the beauty and the joy and the exuberance.
A bishop must preside over an ordination, and when

that man is Bishop Estévez you know that you will
have a cheerful atmosphere and happy participation in
whatever event. Add many of the priests and religious
of the diocese, topped off with many seminarians all
celebrating Martin joining their ranks of vowed service
to God and Church and you can then apply my term of
exuberance. 
Probably the most interesting guests were the

Nigerian members of various parishes in the diocese. The dress of the women was stunning and made the rest of us look a bit
dull. Before Mass began, we enjoyed prelude music by a Nigerian soloist, then the First Coast High School Chamber Choir and
the Nigerian Chaplaincy Choir. Throughout the Mass many of the responses were in Nigerian and some of the hymns were done
by the choirs. The Rite of Ordination took place after the Gospel and homily by Bishop Estévez and before the Liturgy of the
Eucharist. When Mass concluded, the party was on.

Guests poured into the Parish Hall for an excellent
reception organized and run by Christ the King. A
Nigerian combo provided the music for the celebration.
They never stopped.  They were wonderful. It has been so
many years since I have seen our parish hall FILLED
with joyful guests—-lots of good parties—-but this was
amazing.  Perhaps, my word exuberant fits here too.

Martin was our homilist on the next day at all the Masses. One would
expect a newly minted deacon to be a bit nervous and tied to his notes.
Not our Martin. He was relaxed and relevant. One would think he had
been preaching for a long time. We are truly blessed to have him a part
of our parish family.  Keep him in your prayers as he completes his
seminary studies in preparation for his priestly ordination on May 12, 2018, at the cathedral in St. Augustine. 

Deacon Martin Ibeh
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by Deacon George Barletta

We all were recently fortunate to see the diaconate ordination of Martin
Ibeh. It was a short two years ago that I was ordained as deacon. Martin is
considered a “transitional” deacon and I am a “permanent” deacon. Martin
is “transitioning” from a deacon into the priesthood while I will remain a
deacon. Each has a different calling but yet there are similarities. 

The word deacon derives from the Greek diakonia, meaning “service,”
thereby indicating that a deacon is called, like Christ, to be a servant. The
Order of Deacon has three essential functions: the proclamation of the
Gospel, the service of the liturgy, and the administration of charitable works.
In particular, the deacon may assist the bishop and the priests in a variety of
liturgical functions: Deacons may baptize, witness the exchange of vows and
bless marriages, distribute Holy Communion, impart benediction with the
Blessed Sacrament, bring Viaticum to the dying, read Sacred Scripture to the
faithful and especially proclaim the Gospel, preach, officiate at funerals and
burials, and administer the sacramentals. They should also dedicate
themselves to other charitable works, particularly within the parish
community. (Confer the Catechism, 1569-70, and the Dogmatic Constitution
on the Church, #29).

We are both to be addressed as “Deacon” as we both have the same
liturgical functions and duties. 

Martin will make a promise of celibacy when he is ordained a priest. The
permanent diaconate may be conferred upon married men as well as single.
About 90% of permanent deacons are married. However, the discipline of
celibacy would be taken and retained for a single man when ordained as a
permanent deacon, and accepted as well by a married permanent deacon upon

the death of his spouse. I am not allowed to remarry in the event that my wife dies.
We each bring something different to our ministry. Martin obviously will continue to the priesthood. I, on the other hand, have only felt the calling

to be a deacon. I have a family, children, and career which has provided me with different life experiences which can be useful in the ministry of the
diaconate. I am able to preach and relate to parishioners in additional and different contexts due to life experience as I have “walked in their shoes.”
Martin and I will each draw upon our gifts, our life and our spiritual journey in order to serve. 

Because in the end, we will both “Believe what you read, teach what you believe and practice what you teach.”

Christ the King Christmas Penance Service 
Monday, December 13 at 7:00 p.m.

What better way to prepare for the birth of our Lord?

Different Callings

Christmas Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve - December 24
5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. 

Midnight Mass
Christmas Day - December 25

9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., and 2:00 p.m. (Vietnamese)
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Letters

Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier cer-
tain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the
Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct
quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,
if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not
capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

Editor’s 
CornerWelcome Youth Ministry Leader

Lauren Hogue
Hello everyone, my name is Lauren

Hogue! I’m from Pittsburgh
Pennsylvania (go Penguins!!), and have
been a Catholic Youth Minister since
2010. My husband Joe and I moved here
to Florida this past October.

We have two dogs and a cat named
Link, Burrito, and Stormageddon
respectively. In college I studied
Catholic Theology and classical piano. I
love all kinds of music, and have played
liturgical and praise and worship music
for a number of years. I chose to do
youth ministry over professional music because of my own experience in
my high school youth group. Being part of youth ministry led me to
develop a relationship with God, and I deeply wished to lead others to
God too! I fell in love with Eucharistic Adoration, praise and worship
music, service projects, mission trips, Mary, the saints, and the Mass. In
addition to youth ministry, I love rock climbing, really strong coffee, and
Marvel movies. My current favorite TV show is Stranger Things. I am
really excited to be at Christ the King Parish, and am looking forward to
meeting everyone! Please, don’t hesitate to contact me if you have ideas
for the parish’s youth ministry program, or if you’d like to grab a cup of
coffee!

Peace and God bless,
Lauren

It Is Time to Say Good-bye
by Charm I. Saults

After 11 years, tons of memo-
ries, and enough medallions to
make you cross-eyed, it’s time for
me to retire. Hard to believe I’ve
been managing the Religious
Article Store for so long, but what
a blessing it has been. I would like
to first thank all the volunteers
who have been with me day in and
day out. They have been there to
help and serve customers before
and after Masses, during the holi-
days, and even extra, special
Masses. They are not only volun-
teers but friends and now, like
family. Secondly, I’d like to thank

all the people and customers who complimented the manner in which I
managed the store. Your kind words made a greater impact than you
know. 

My last day will be January 31, 2018. I need more time with my fam-
ily. I am hoping someone will volunteer to take over, and I’d be glad to
explain how the store is run and ease the transition.

In addition, there is a need for volunteers for all Masses, 45 minutes
before and 30 - 45 minutes after, as some other volunteers will be retiring
as well. 

I have enjoyed helping people and made many friends whom I will
always carry in my heart and prayers each day.

If you need anything, I can be contacted by phone 904-377-1299 call
or text.

The time has come to hang out
the “help wanted” sign on the
Courier front door. I will be retiring
from the editor’s position in the
spring, by which time we hope to
have enlisted a new leader.  Christ
the King Courier will have the
opportunity to take a new direction should that be in the future of our
unique parish newspaper. Courier is open to all suggestions for a new edi-
tor.  Please, come forward with your list of nominees. There. That’s done.  

It has been a busy season for our parish. The seasonal activities are
always interesting and fun, but recent ones have been really special. To
have an ordination take place in our own parish is an out of the ordinary
event, but Martin Ibeh’s was over the top, with tremendous turn out of
guests from Christ the King, other parishes and from the Nigerian com-
munity of the area. While Deacon Martin has been a welcome participant
in parish activities when in Jacksonville, he has been a special blessing
for the Courier. He has sent us an article for every issue for the past two
or three years. No prodding required. Each article has shown us his
remarkable spiritual perspectives and willingness to share himself with
others. 

We enjoyed Martin’s official initiation into priesthood in all its
aspects and then we participated in the final Diocese of St. Augustine
Mass of our own Father Thanh as he departs St. Augustine for Orange,
California to be an auxiliary bishop - an achievement of long and devot-
ed service in the priesthood.  A new priestly beginning and a priestly pro-
fessional high point - a unique pair of blessings for one parish to enjoy in
the space of only ten days.

Closing the old liturgical year also, was the parish mission presented
by Father Bruce Nieli. Father Bruce did his first presentation on Sunday
evening for our growing Hispanic community. He was very well received
and plans to return in the future to offer a full mission in Spanish. The bal-
ance of the mission drew a small, appreciative crowd, but untypically, the
evening group grew in number each night.

Elsewhere in the issue, Adriana Giles offers faithful coverage of the
activities of the students at Christ the King School. And Paul Ghiotto’s
“history” article about long-time CTKS teacher Joanne Fowler is a good
read. 

A second article by Paul for Veteran’s Day tells of his recent ship’s
reunion (USS Newport News) in Buffalo, New York. If you have served
on a navy ship at any time, you can relate to his words. And if you’ve
never attended a reunion - consider doing one.  Reconnecting with other
shipmates can yield some satisfying memories and friendships.

The next issue of Christ the King Courier will come out towards the
end of February. By then we will have enjoyed celebrating the feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Christmas and New Year, and the Epiphany
International lunch-time feast. Plan to attend and enjoy it all and share
your photos and stories with the Courier.

The Courier staff wishes all of our readers a joyous Christmas and
New Year. 

He’s
waiting
for you
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by Deacon Martin Ibeh

Not long ago, I had an exciting experience while shopping at a large
grocery store. A 90-year old woman with her wheeled walker waddled
down the aisle where I stood searching for some stuff that I wanted to buy.
She seemed to be lost in the bewildering range of products in the store. I
asked if she needed some help. She looked over her glasses at me and
kindly said with a wobbly voice, “I love your smile.” To draw me into a
conversation, she asked, “What is the cause of your joy?” “Christ in me,”
I said with a grin. She thought for a moment and then said, “Have you
been baptized in the Spirit?” (a revealing question of her faith
background). I answered “yes.” “Not water baptism,” she clarified. I
patiently listened as she interpreted her theology of baptism in the Spirit.
Then she added this interesting remark, “We are on a spiritual warfare; but
if we live by the Spirit, we will surely win the war.” She caught my
attention right there; it is the Gospel truth! Despite the doctrinal disparity
between us, I agreed with the woman that we are called to live in the
Spirit. I know it wasn’t her opinion; it is our Christian call; it is a biblical
principle of Christian life, “I say, then: live by the Spirit and you will
certainly not gratify the desire of the flesh” (Gal 5:16). 
One can either live by the Spirit of God or by the spirit of the world.

By the world here, we mean the culture, lifestyle choices, and ways of
living that are not in accord with the Gospel. St. John warns, “For all that
is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the pride
of life, is not of the Father but is of the world” (1John 2:16). Those who
are moved by the spirit of the world follow the things of the world; they
do things not because they are good/true things to do, nor because they are
pleasing to God. Rather, they do them just because they enjoy doing them,
or because many people are doing the same things. On the other hand, we
have those who live by the Spirit; it is those who seek to do the will of
God in all things. They always think of what is good, what is true, and
what is just and pleasing to God. They sincerely strive to live out their
faith in their thoughts, words and deeds. They disdain any attitude, gift,
culture, pleasure, or possession, which tend to distract from the supreme
love of God. They know they need God’s grace always. When they trip
and fall on the sludge of sin along the way, they get up and make haste to
go to confession to cleanse the stain of sin; and they sincerely ask for the
grace to amend their lives and move ahead with renewed zeal and
devotion.  
As long as we live in this world, we must daily wage war against those

weaknesses in us that set themselves against our spiritual life. Remember
that Satan is restlessly at work. Knowing that the flesh is weak, the evil
one vehemently attempts to set the mind on fire with unholy thoughts and
inflame the heart with unbridled passions for pleasure, power, prosperity,
and pomp. In his insidiousness, the evil one works relentlessly to lure our
hearts away from God. He promises to illuminate our minds when we feel
confused, to counsel us when we are in doubt, to make life easy for us by
setting us free from the “burden” of the Church’s moral law. He promises
wealth when we are materially impoverished, power when we feel weak,
and relief and comfort when we are upset or hurting. 
Keep in mind that he is the same ancient Tempter who tried to lure the

heart of Christ away in the wilderness. He knew that the Lord was
famished and His flesh needed food. But it was not the time for the Lord
to eat; it was the time to fast. The Tempter didn’t come to show mercy but
to damage the mission of redemption. He didn’t come to interact with the
Lord, but to distract him. The Blessed Lord stood against the devil’s
tactics, rebuking him and refusing his enticing bait. “One does not live by
bread alone,” Christ says to Satan, “but by every word that comes forth

from the mouth of God”
(Mat 4:4). 
Ah, Satan, “the wicked

one,” pretends to be kind!
When did a fiend become
our Father’s friend? How
could the Prince of misery,
gloom, and chaos give
peace and comfort?  The
enemy tempted our Lord
and comes to seduce our
hearts; and we think we
can feel at home in the
Murderer’s sanctuary? All
is a seduction to
destruction. The devil’s
spirit of the world plots to
confuse and destroy the
people of God. His gift is
like fishing bait. Does a
fisher intend to feed a fish
when s/he puts a live
worm on a hook and throws the pole into the water? No, s/he aims to lure
and trap the fish; he wants to pull it out of life into death. 
The same is true for the evil one. He doesn’t offer us what the flesh

desires because he wants to keep us comfortable. He casts his bait into the
world to attract, distract, catch, and crush his prey. The bait is cast in our
all corners of the world: in our workplace, in the schools, in the internet
and in public places. Without a solid spiritual life, the flesh will easily
succumb to the trap of the world; it will continue to impel us to look for
happiness in the wrong places. The Bible tells us that it profits one
nothing to enjoy the world and at the end suffer the lost of eternal joy
(Mark 8:36). 

While the worldly people pursue happiness in created things, people
of faith find theirs in a Person, our Lord Jesus Christ; He is Happiness
made flesh. Christ’s life is our life; His way is our way; His peace is our
peace; His redemption is our freedom; He is the Cause and Source of our
comfort and joy; He is the Meaning and Purpose of our existence; we live
for Him and not for the world or for ourselves. 
Our joy knows no bounds because He has poured upon us His Holy

Spirit. He has baptized us in His Spirit, releasing us from the strings that
hold us down from flying to the full height of freedom and joy. We are
truly alive because we are full of the Spirit. We refuse the world’s feigned
love, it’s pernicious approval, and it’s ensnaring insidious culture of
corruption and impurity. The Holy Spirit has taken hold of us, and so we
pray without ceasing, we serve others without fanfare; we give without
counting the cost; we love without setting conditions; we share without
discriminating; we rejoice in him without bounds; and we boldly share the
Gospel by our words and actions. 
I pray for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon us to transform

our minds and hearts so that we may always think, desire and do what is
good and pleasing to God, and enable us stand our ground to win the war
against the spirit of the world.

The Way of the Spirit 

He is the Meaning and Purpose of our existence; we
live for Him and not for the world or for ourselves. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe 
by Jeanie Wilks

The appearances of Our Lady of Guadalupe occurred in Mexico, Nueva España in the 1500s. 
The Virgin appeared to an Aztec convert, Juan Diego. Her mission for Juan Diego was to tell the Bishop-elect Fray Juan de Zumarraga that the

Virgin Mary desired a church built in Tenochtitlan. 
After two journeys across the countryside, two audiences with the bishop after appearances by La Virgen de Guadalupe,  Juan Diego was sent back

a third time to request a sign from Our Lady for the Bishop-elect. 
During this appearance of the Virgen, Juan Diego was told to go to the freezing hillside and cut the flowers growing there. Despite the fact that

nothing else was growing on the hilltop that December morning, Juan Diego discovered roses growing. He cut them and returned to where Our Lady
of Guadalupe was waiting. She arranged the roses in Juan Diego’s tilma (leather work apron) and sent him a third time to the Bishop-elect. 
When Juan Diego was received a third time by the Bishop-elect, he opened his tilma and as the roses fell from his apron, the now familiar image

of Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe was revealed. 
This image remains on Juan Diego’s tilma and is displayed in the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City. 
Christ the King celebrated the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe at the Vigil Mass on December 9. 
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by Paul Ghiotto

In 1962, led by its first pastor Father W. Thomas Larkin, Christ the
King established a chapter of the Nocturnal Adoration Society, a nation-
wide organization, which sponsors the concept of its chapter members
giving one hour of adoration on the First Friday night/Saturday morn-
ing combination of each month. Members spend part of the time reciting
prayers contained in an official Society handbook or other pamphlets/boo-
klets and in periods of silent meditation. The local chapter officially
begins its overnight adoration with the 10 - 11 p.m. hour and ending with
the 7 – 8 a.m. hour the following morning. Adoration, however, actually
begins after the 5:30 p.m. Mass on Friday afternoon when the Blessed
Sacrament is exposed in the monstrance on the chapel altar and individu-
als begin hourly devotion. Benediction and Holy Mass
follow the last hour of adoration on Saturday morning.
The only commitment required of Society members is
that they try their best to come at their appointed hour
to pray with others before the Blessed Sacrament.

The idea of a nocturnal adoration hour is directly
based on the event in the Garden of Gethsemane the
night before Jesus’s passion and death. Thus, the con-
cept of an adoration hour was born whether it’s Daily,
Perpetual, or Nocturnal.

Band One is led by Christ the King charter mem-
ber Paul Ghiotto. As an eighth grader at CK School
he began attending the monthly hour with his father in
the original Band One team led by Pete Conlin, Sr.
Except for two years away while on active duty in the
Navy and a 12- year stint with the National Park
Service elsewhere, he has been a member – always in
Band One. Before becoming the chapter leader back in
2006 he served as the group’s secretary/treasurer. Paul,
retired from both the National Park Service and Naval
Reserve, has been officiating high school sports since
1991.

Paul fondly remembers previous and deceased
Band One members Bob Mathews, Pete and Eleanor
Conlin, Ed Hoban, Ray and Catherine Hauk, Joe
Ghioto (dad), Regis O’Connell (leader) and Dr. Frank
Broome.
Hazel Ghiotto, has been attending nocturnal adoration since April

1988 when she and Paul moved closer to Christ the King. Hazel teaches
school – now Language Arts, previously Civics and Spanish - at Kirby
Smith Middle School. She actually began her teaching career at Christ the
King back in 1970 as a part-time health and physical education instructor.

For two years she also coached the girls’ cheer-
leading team.
Nydia Diefenbach is active in several min-

istries at CTK, especially now that she is an
official retiree! The proud mother of two boys
and one girl, Nydia originally hails from Puerto
Rico. It was due to the Navy and her husband
Richard’s service in it that led the family to
Jacksonville and her arrival on our doorstep
some 30 years ago. She can most often be seen
at CTK as an Eucharistic Minister at the 11:00
a.m. Sunday Mass. 

Nydia’s daughter, also named Nydia, comes to the band’s monthly
adoration hour when she is visiting from her home and job in New Jersey.

On more than one occasion Band One members prayed for the safe
return of Nydia’s youngest son, Ron, from multiple deployments to Iraq
and Afghanistan as a U. S. Marine Corps infantry officer. Ron, like Nydia
his sister, graduated from Bishop Kenny and then the U. S. Naval
Academy.
Emily Ghioto Berlinghoff, the youngest sibling and only sister of

this writer, has been a math teacher at Bishop Kenny for the past 13 years
and is currently the head of the Math Department there. Prior to Kenny
she taught for several years at San Jose Catholic School.

After graduating from first, Christ the King, and then Bishop Kenny,
Emily became a respiratory therapist for almost 20 years. She is also a

skilled musician and occasionally fills in on the piano
when needed at a youth Mass. In years past she teamed
up with husband, Chuck, and others in various bands
and duos around town.

Chapter bands “rotate” their assigned hour each
month. For example, Band One has the 11:00 p.m. to
midnight one month and the next month its hour is
“rotated” to the midnight – 1:00 a.m. hour. Members
are free to attend any hour during the night and early
morning should they be unable to attend their band’s
assigned hour. A listing of Band numbers, leaders, and
hours assigned is posted on the bulletin board outside
the chapel.

The seven “rotating” bands are led by the follow-
ing individuals:

Band One – Paul Ghiotto; Band Two – Ron Lynch;
Band Three – Richard Sollee (Assumption); Band
Four – Al Martin; ; Band Five –Frank Japour; Band
Six – George Pruitt; Band Seven – John Lewis; Band
Eight – Anatole Maher (Resurrection).

Two “non-rotating” bands spend an hour of adora-
tion beginning at 6:00 and 7:00 a.m. on Saturday
morning. Monica Crisp leads the 6:00 a.m. Band and
Leo Milano heads the 7:00 a.m. Band. Anatole Maher
directs non-rotating Band Eight which anchors the
10:00 -11:00 p.m. slot on Friday night.

Due to attrition, most bands only have two or three
active, participating members. Some like Band Five – Frank Japour – only
have one active member.

Beginning in January 2018 Mitch Gable will also be all by his lone-
some self in Band Six due to the necessary departure of George and
Patrice Pruitt due to her medical condition. Can some dear reader please
step forward and help keep Frank and Mitch and the Lord company dur-
ing Band Five and Six’s designated hour?

If one is interested in joining the Nocturnal Adoration Society at
Christ the King he or she is asked to contact any of the heads of the bands
listed above for more information. You are also asked to call me at 727-
5040 or email me at pag1948@live.com

CTK Ministry heads: please consider adopting an hour each month for
adoration. You may come during any hour between 10:00 p.m. and 8:00
a.m. the following morning.

Nocturnal Adoration Society - 
Profile of Band One Members

A Grateful Altar Server
by Sister Rita Baum, SSJ

John (Jack) Doucette came to L’Arche from Boca Raton, where he had been an altar server at his parish.  When
he found that he could continue serving at Christ the King, he was overjoyed.  Each time he is put on the schedule
to serve, he anticipates the date and reminds his friends at Peace House that he needs to go early to Church that
day.

At evening prayer the core members sometimes name the best part of their day.  For Jack, whether or not he
has served Mass, if it’s a Sunday, he spells M-A-S-S.  (He has autism and hears fine; however, he uses sign lan-
guage and fingerspelling for expressive communication.)  He has a deep spirituality, welcoming opportunities to
visit the church, and to attend Mass during the week when his schedule allows.  He prays daily for his father and
brother who have died, and at bedtime he welcomes having one of the assistants give him a blessing.  

To balance this, Jack is teasing, playful, likes swimming, bowling, shooting hoops; he also keeps on hand an
abundance of balloons, liking to blow them up and then surprising someone by popping them.  

L’Arche is grateful to be a neighbor to Christ the King.  As a faith-based community, it is a blessing for Jack
and for all the members to be next door to the parish.   
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by Lucille Guzzone

Just a few days before the beginning of Religious Education classes,
the program was unexpectedly without a seventh-grade teacher. Since an
applicant for the position is always screened for specific qualifications,
and since it takes time to acquire such a person, I realized that I had a big
problem. I knew then that there was no way I could produce a capable
teacher on the spot by using a magic wand. So, in a case like that, the only
thing I could do was to call the pastor asking for help.

After calming me down, Father Boddie assured me that there would
be quite a capable teacher in place in time for the first class. He followed
that statement with the information that he himself would be the new
seventh- grade teacher. Knowing all the responsibilities he already owned
as a pastor, I was totally surprised and tremendously grateful to him at
that moment.

After a few weeks, Father Boddie seems quite content in this new
responsibility, and his pupils love having a priest in their class every
week. His teaching and spiritual guidance  have been a true blessing to
those boys and girls, who as middle schoolers, need someone at this time
in their lives to be an excellent example of a person who is truly and
completely living and loving the Faith. The children realize how fortunate
they are to have him as their religious education teacher.

Thank you, Father Boddie.

Father Boddie
Takes on another Role All Saints 

by Alfred J. Martin

Friday, October 13, 2017 was the 100th anniversary of the Miracle of the Sun which took place
October 13, 1917 in Fatima, Portugal. On that day Our Lady performed a miracle witnessed by
approximately 70,000 people, including atheists, communists and anti-Catholics.  Some converted.
Others had their faith strengthened and others remained skeptical.  But all witnessed the miracle that
day. 

One hundred years later at 12 noon on Saturday, October 14, 2017, a group of Christ the King
parishioners gathered on the sidewalk outside the Sacred Heart Chapel facing Arlington Road.  Their
intent was to have a public Rosary Rally program to fulfill Our Lady’s request.  She told the children,
“Pray, pray very much!  Offer prayers and sacrifices constantly to the Most High.”   She had shown
the children a vision of hell and told them, “Many souls go to hell because they have no one to pray
for them.” To satisfy the curiosity of others who couldn’t see her, she told them that she would
perform a miracle in October and tell them who she was. As Our Lady promised she identified
herself on October 13, 1917.  She said, “I am the Lady of the Rosary.” and performed the miracle. 

About an hour before the start of the Rally, a brief, heavy shower soaked the area. Yet approximately forty dedicated parishioners scampered
around getting lawn chairs, attaching poles to hold banners, opening umbrellas and passing out program sheets with prayers and hymns. The program
began promptly at noon and lasted forty minutes.  During the program our camera man, Fernando Rodrigues, snapped some action pictures. 

After the program we posed for some group pictures, also.
Our part in this short program is over for now.  But during the six monthly

meetings Our Lady taught the children prayers and gave them a peace plan for the
world with the warning that if we didn’t follow it, terrible events would take place.
As she prophesized World War I ended, World War II is history and Russia has
spread communism throughout the world. 

Those who participated in the public Rosary Rally believe that the daily
recitation of Our Lady’s Rosary is the only answer to the world’s problems. It is the
‘divine’ solution to the daily increase in spiritual, moral, political and economic
problems so desperately needed in our society today. During our lifetime we have
seen and heard of peaceful victories through the recitation of Our Lady’s Rosary,
such as the East Berlin wall constructed by Russia after WWII torn down; Poland
win back its freedom from Russia; communist rule defeated in Portugal and other
battles won in earlier centuries through praying Our Lady’s Rosary.

Our Lady of Fatima told Sister Lucia, the only living one of the children from
that time, “In the end my Immaculate Heart will triumph!”

Rosary Rally October 14, 2017
Jacksonville, Florida



December 2017 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 7

by Jeanette Ghioto

This past Saturday hundreds gathered to honor a collective 240 years
of serving the people of Florida by Sisters Florence Bryan, Elizabeth Ann
McCormick, Joyce and Loyce Newton as Jubilarians of the Sisters of St.
Joseph.

Bishop Felipe Estévez welcomed guests to a beautiful Mass at the
Cathedral Basilica and Father Tom Willis preached a homily reminding us
all of the importance of Jubilee and of the work of these Sisters.

The Sisters of St. Joseph were originally called, in 1866 by Bishop
Augustine Verot, to teach and catechize the thousands of children freed
from slavery. For the past 151 years Sisters have continued this legacy by
opening schools and missions throughout the state of Florida in service to

the “dear neighbor.”
Sister Florence Bryan was born in

Jacksonville, FL, the youngest of Bill and
Loretta Bryan’s three children. Sister Florence
entered the community in 1957. As a novice she
was given the name Sister Loretta Joseph, by
which she was known until Vatican Council II
prompted the return to her Baptismal name.
Sister Florence completed a BA and MS in
mathematics and taught at St. Joseph College in
Jensen Beach. She served intermittently in con-
gregational leadership for twenty-seven years
including eight years as General Superior (1994-
2002). Sister studied Formative Spirituality and

subsequently served in Formation Ministry in the congregation; in cam-
pus ministry at UNF and JU; and in the spiritual formation and ministry
placement of post-collegiate men and women through Catholic Volunteers
in Florida. Sister served as a parish minister at St. Edward Parish in Palm
Beach 2012-16. Presently, Sister coordinates the Formation/Discernment
Community of the Congregation at St. Joseph Convent in Jacksonville
and serves as DRE at St. Paul’s Parish,
Riverside—where the journey began at Baptism!

Sister Elizabeth Ann McCormick, daughter
of Mary and Thomas McCormick, was born in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She entered the
novitiate of the Sisters of St. Joseph of St.
Augustine on August 11, 1957. Sister Elizabeth
Ann received her BA Degree in education from
Incarnate Word College, San Antonio, Texas.
For many years, she served as teacher of primary
grades and as school librarian. Sister was called
to serve her congregation as General Superior
for two consecutive terms, having already served

as a Counselor of the congregation for two terms. Today, Sister serves in
the homeless ministry of service to the poor. 

Sister Joyce Marie Newton is the twin of
Sister Mary Loyce Newton. She entered Mount
St. Joseph Novitiate in Jensen Beach, Florida, in
1957. Sister received her BS Degree in history at
Spring Hill College, Mobile, Alabama, and her
MA Degree in Religious Studies from Barry
University, Miami. While spending time study-
ing Spanish in Mexico, Sister Joyce was privi-
leged to visit the Basilica of her patron saint, Our
Lady of Guadalupe. Sister was in the teaching
ministry for over thirty-seven years, teaching
every grade from first through high school and
adults in parish ministry. She served for 11 years

as a nationally certified chaplain at Mercy Hospital in Miami.
Sister Mary Loyce Newton was born at

home, along with her identical twin sister,
Sister Joyce Newton, on July 13, 1939, in
Lebanon Junction, Kentucky. She entered the
St. Joseph Novitiate on August 11, 1957, at
Jensen Beach, Florida. Sister earned a
Bachelor’s Degree in English at The Jesuit
College, Spring Hill, Mobile, Alabama, fol-
lowed by a Master’s Degree in Religious
Studies from Barry University, Miami,
Florida. Sister studied Spanish over three
summers in Cuemavaca, Mexico, visiting the
sacred Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in
Mexico City several times. Sister Loyce spent most of her years in the
field of education, serving first as a teacher, elementary through adult lev-
els, then as a Director of Religious Education for almost 20 years. Lastly,
for 13 years, Sister served as a certified chaplain in the healing ministry
at Mercy Hospital, Miami. 

Jubilee is celebrated each year
on the Saturday closest to the
Sisters’ “founders day,” which is
on August 15.. The Sisters were
originally founded to serve the
poor in 1655 in Le Puy, France.
For more information about the
Sisters of St. Joseph of St.
Augustine, FL, please visit their
website at www.ssjfl.org 

The Sisters of St. Joseph of St. Augustine, Florida,
Celebrate the Jubilee of Four Sisters

by Elisabeth Noble

If you are in need of spiritual health, accepting some of the outreach
opportunities and the sacraments at Sunday Mass welcomes our lives to
be transformed through the church. Spiritual leaders at Christ the King
Church facilitate healing for the Church members along with our own
prayerfulness in our daily lives to bring about days filled with blessings. 

Christ the King is rich with welcoming and outreach opportunities for
us to encourage each other to thrive and experience the abundance of
God’s graces and blessings. 

As a Church, we pray for each other for betterment and to become
more than we each were before. Your ideal ministry is sure to be found
among the plentiful number of ministries available to fill your own need
for belonging, acceptance, guidance, caring, connection, and most of all,
meaning.

Regardless of your income, occupational status, or disabilities, the
Church demonstrates a caring touch to share God’s love and to encourage
and pray for healing and blessings.

Most important is that being welcomed into such a wonderful Church
and church environment encourages the blossoming of seeds of God’s
love which we can share with others in our lives who are outside of the
Church.

Welcome to
Christ the KingChurch New Volunteer Opportunity,

Editor of Christ the King Courier
Begin with the May issue

Some familiarity with desktop
publishing helpful

Comfortable working conditions with
Outstanding team of fellow volunteers

Information - 
Carol-Ann Black,

cakblack@comcast.net or 904-221-2642
Mary Ann Sullivan, 904-221-6930
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by Cynthia Surles

Well, we finally made it! By celebrating our 25th wedding anniversary
this year, my husband, Todd, and I were eligible to attend the Diocese of
St. Augustine Anniversary Celebration honoring long term marriage. Only
couples celebrating the special anniversaries of 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50 or
more years in 2017 are invited to attend.  Once you have reached your
fifty-year anniversary, you are invited to attend the celebration every year
thereafter. To quote the words from the invitation this event is an oppor-
tunity “To be honored by the Catholic Community, to renew your wed-
ding vows and to serve as an affirmation of love and commitment which
are integral to Christian Marriage.”
This annual recognition was held at Holy Family Catholic Church,

9800 Baymeadows Road, Jacksonville, FL 32256 on Saturday, October
28. Sign-in for those registered started at noon. We were given an enve-
lope which included a certificate of recognition for the years of marriage,
a Mass agenda and a card with our names that the emcee couple would
use to announce us to the bishop as we left our pews. 
If you’re eligible in the future, but know you can’t attend, register any-

way and a certificate will be mailed to you. A total of 164 couples regis-
tered for the 2017 event.  Thirty-two were not able to attend, leaving 132
in attendance for the Mass itself.  Seven of the couples registered were
from Christ the King, five of whom could attend. I was delighted to see
familiar faces.
Shortly before the 1:00 p.m. Mass, couples lined up along the walls of

the hall, for each marriage milestone. As newbies to the group that put us
near the end of the line. We walked in beautiful weather on our way to the
church and were greeted and congratulated as we entered the lobby. The
church is beautiful and a large choir serenaded as we entered. I didn’t real-
ize till the ceremony was over that the choir director was Matthew Daniel,
who had once directed the choir at CTK.

After we took our places in the pews Bishop Felipe Estévez processed
up to the altar with fellow celebrants and deacons and began the Mass.
After the Gospel and homily, the bishop addressed the married couples.
We then each said vows to one another by repeating after the bishop:
“Blessed are you, Lord, for by your goodness, I took you as my wife.”
“Blessed are you, Lord, for by your goodness, I took you as my hus-

band.”
Then all couples recited a blessing from the agenda, “Blessed are you,

Lord, for in the good and bad times of our life you have stood lovingly by
our side. Help us, we pray, to remain faithful in our love for one another,
so that we may be true witnesses to the covenant you have made with
humankind.”
Then the bishop added, “May the Lord keep you safe all the days of

your life. May He be your comfort in adversity and your support in pros-
perity. May He fill your home with his blessings. Through Christ our
Lord.”
We walked two by two to the altar where Bishop Estévez gave each

couple a rose and a smile and then circled back to our places to continue
with Mass. After Mass, we returned to the hall where a delicious feast
awaited us.
The next Anniversary Celebration is scheduled for Saturday,

November 17, 2018.  A venue has not yet been confirmed.  Anyone cele-
brating one of the anniversary milestones in 2018 should mark this date in
their calendar and watch for information in the church bulletin.
I want to thank all who contributed to the success of this event (it takes

a lot of wonderful people) and a special thanks to Mike Day, who as
Director of Marriage & Family Life for the Diocese of St. Augustine over-
saw the event and took time out of his busy day to supply me with the
numbers for this article.

Anniversary Celebration

Father Bruce Nieli, C.S.P., Paulist evangelist, Minister to
Priests of the Diocese of Austin, and Missionary of Mercy of
Pope Francis, preached a parish mission/revival at Christ the
King Church, Jacksonville, this past November 25-29. His
general theme was “Through the Eyes of the Eucharist!”
He first focused on “Seeing the True Self through

Eucharistic Eyes.” Citing Thomas Merton and other spiritual
writers, he differentiated the true self—the soul, that which is
most deeply YOU—from the false self—that which is pure-
ly external and which may lead us to lose our center and be
narcissistically self-indulgent and self-preoccupied. If we are
led by the Holy Spirit within and fed by the Holy Eucharist,
we are in touch with our true self.
He then concentrated on “Seeing the Church through

Eucharistic Eyes.” We who “abide with Christ” (John 6) also
abide with our brothers and sisters in Christ (1Corinthians
10:16-17). We help one another get in touch with our true
selves. We are in communion with our loved ones past, pres-
ent, and to come.
In his final conference, Father Bruce centered on “Seeing the World through Eucharistic Eyes.”

Starting with St. Paul in Colossians 1:15ff., and Pope Francis in “Laudato Si” (paragraph 236), he devel-
oped the cosmic nature of the Eucharist as incarnating the cosmic Christ, who reconciles all of creation
with the Creator. The Eucharist is where earth and heaven unite and love for all creatures of our God and
King is experienced, where the Kingdom does indeed come on earth as it is in heaven.
May God bless us, everyone!

Fall Mission
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A FATHER’S HANDS

by Paul Ghiotto

My parents were founding parishioners of Christ the King Catholic
Church. My father, Joseph, was a tile setter by trade and my mother,
Frances, a dedicated homemaker of the first order for her husband and
six children. My mother died at the young age of 57 in June 1983 and
my father died at 90 in April 2008.

As immediate family members – five sons and one daughter and their
spouses – we gathered around at varying times at our father’s bedside in
a hospice setting in Tavares, Florida where he lay in a coma the last week
of his life on this earth. The hospice setting was very comfortable and
peaceful and made our vigil all the more reassuring.

One of the family members had placed a rosary in our father’s hands
which were folded atop his stomach. It was very quiet as we watched our
father breathe his last breaths on this planet.

One night I was sitting at his bedside by myself and I gazed at his
hands. They seemed to be larger than what they had ever been before. As
I looked upon this scene I began to think of all the things those hands had
done during his life.

An early photograph shows him holding the reins of a pony on which
he sat at his new home at 23rd and Main Street in Jacksonville. Another
photo shows him in a sailor suit with his arm around his older brother,
Telfair. There’s one taken of him and his younger brother, Fred, holding
golf clubs at a course in Bermuda where they worked for the Army Corps
of Engineers in 1942-43.

Those hands wore boxing gloves when he fought as a lightweight
boxer in the late 1930s at a gym downtown on Main Street. A history of
boxing’s early years in Jacksonville listed him as a “scrapper.” He fought
in a Golden Gloves tournament.

After leaving high school at Immaculate Conception he got a job at
Ward Baking Company as a “greaser.” This was the man who greased all
the baking pans before they could be filled with dough and placed in the
ovens.

He continued as a baker with the Army Corps aboard a dredge and
later in the U. S. Navy at land bases in the Norfolk, Virginia area and then
aboard an LST in 1945 in the Pacific as WWII ended. A baker’s hands
keeps crewmembers happy!

As far as anyone can remember our father never baked anything again
after he got out of the Navy in 1946!

Instead, he became a tile setter and exchanged the white flour on his
hands with the white powder of tile grout and the gray of Portland cement
for the next 40 years.

Grout and cement have a bad habit of really roughening the skin of
one’s hands, especially when immersing one’s hands in cold water when
mixing mortar and grouting tile joints. The constant exposure to water and
cement can cause “strawberries” to develop under the skin which cracks
the skin and makes gripping objects quite painful.

No electric-powered mixers for him, no sir! Mortar-mixing was done
manually. And if one was setting tile in the second story of a new
apartment complex one had to raise the mortar, tile, grout, etc. by hand
using a block and tackle. [Note: Stairs were always put in last to
discourage vandals.] 

Despite this he carried on because he wanted his six children to have
a Catholic education from Grade One through Twelve. To do so required
him to often work six full days a week. Sunday was indeed his day of rest
after first herding us all to Christ the King for Mass.

No fancy cars or vacations, just basic transportation and a few days off
once in a blue moon. Dad taught us early on that if his hands weren’t
setting tile then no paycheck was coming in – and we wouldn’t be going
to Catholic school. If weather was especially bad no tile work could be
done in new construction sites. 

As his children we took turns working with him as his “helper” during
summer months and on Saturdays. We were worn out by his energy and
had trouble keeping up with him. Those hands of his could slap some tile
on a bathroom wall. They could take the tile snips and cut a piece of
ceramic tile to match any requirement. No fancy electric-powered, water-
cooled tile cutter for him, no sir! He used the mechanical type.

Sometimes, when doing a re-model job in a bathroom, our father’s
hands became those of a plumber or a carpenter. He had no time to call in
a specialist, the job had to be done right then.

Later in his working life after most of us had fled the coop he was able
to dial things back a bit and allow his hands to mend. He was able to
finally grip a golf club with authority and play with his friends “Dugan”
and Jack Carney. We were playing golf at Hyde Park Golf Club on
Jacksonville’s Westside when I hit my tee shot into the water on the par
three 16th hole. Dad said we could get the ball out if I leaned over the
water while I held his outstretched hand. I lost my balance and pulled him
into the water while I jumped to safety on the bank!

Dad’s hands were always folded when leading family prayers at
home. They held missals at church with one hand and a squirming child
in another. They held collection baskets at church. They guided all of us
safely through life. And, yes, they administered discipline, too, which, of
course, none of us older boys ever deserved!

Dad’s hands were a workingman’s hands. Though he never touched a
laptop, PC, or cellphone keyboard, he could use a TV remote with the best
of them.

Thinking back on all the tasks those hands had performed during his
lifetime, I came to realize that this was true of so many good people I had
come to know during my lifetime. 

But the most important thing those hands ever did was hold those
rosary beads as he entered into eternal reward in Heaven with our mother.

After he had passed I gazed at his hands and noticed that they
appeared normal in size again.

Thanks, dad, for lending us your hands.

Mark your calendars
for Spring of 2018

Our parish welcomes renowned national inspirational speaker,
prime-time EWTN TV host and Catholic author, Tom Peterson, to
Christ the King on Monday, March 5, 2018, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:15
p.m., and Tuesday, March 6 from 7:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. followed
by the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

You’ve likely seen the amazing Catholics Come Home’s TV
evangomercialsTM that helped more than a half million people
come home to the Catholic Church in Florida and across North
America. Now, learn how to go deeper in your faith and help loved
ones home, during his presentation. Afterward, Tom will sign his
humorous and uplifting new book, endorsed by Cardinal Timothy
Dolan, Dr. Scott Hahn, Roma Downey, Rick Warren and Coach Lou
Holtz. Come hear this international speaker and learn how to go
deeper in your faith, and to help love more souls to
heaven...especially your closest family members and friends!
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Queens and Kings Christ the King Council of
Catholic Women

by Annie Sabatino

The September meeting of the Queens and Kings was blown away by
“Irma,” but the October meeting was held and the theme was Fall
Festival.  All the decorations were festive thanks to Barbara Hanuscin and
her hard work getting everything set up. Members were encouraged to
take a bag with a list of items to buy for seniors in nursing facilities and
bring them back to the next meeting and they will be prepared for holiday
gift giving. 

The November meeting on
November 12 was our
Thanksgiving luncheon. Turkey
and ham were provided. And
members brought side dishes.
Bill Rice entertained us with his
guitar.

The Christmas party will be held on December 10 in the Parish Hall.
Anyone over 55 years of age is invited to join our meetings. The next

meeting will be January 14, 2018.  Dues are $5.00 per year. Check bul-
letin for additional meeting dates and times.

Happy holidays to all!

by Carol-Ann Black

You all are familiar with the autumn activities of our parish CKCCW
- mostly focused on hospitality for various events in the parish - and have
we had events this year! But I want to tell you about one of our BEST
efforts that really needs recognition - the Children Matter Campaign.
First of all, the response from you, the parishioners, for the children at
three of our local elementary schools has been phenomenal each year. The
needs expressed by each school vary from year to year, and each year you
are more generous.
This year when everything was delivered to our schools, there were a

lot of items that just didn’t suit the needs of young kids. What to do???
How about the Foster Closet at 8307 Beach Boulevard? An excellent
solution it turns out. Foster children have needs that aren’t met by their
foster families and when they age out of the program officially they often
need ongoing assistance so that they can build independent lives. 
You will be pleased to know that every item donated in the name of

Christ the King has to pass the Willie Blaquiere “clean and pressed test”
so that they are all blessings to the young recipients, whether in the
schools or the older foster children.
Willie Blaquiere and Shelby Miller and Barbara Crane have been the

prime movers in the past couple of years for the Children Matter
Campaign. 
One final thought on the subject.  Over the past year or so, the con-

cept of evangelization has been emphasized to all of us. The outreach of
the Children Matter Campaign looks like evangelization to me. 
Upcoming events for the women of the parish: Deanery Dinner at

Christ the King will be held on March 8, 2018. Diocesan convention will
be held April 22 and 23, at the Embassy Suites Hotel on Baymeadows
Road in Jacksonville. All the women of the parish are welcome at both
events.
Information about Foster Closet - fostercloset.org

American Heritage Girls (AHG)
by Adriana Giles

Our Mission is: “Building women of integrity through service to
God, family, community and country.”

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!!! 

American Heritage Girls Troop 1125 at CTK would like to thank
all the parishioners for their generous support and contributions to the dia-
per and baby wipe drive that will benefit Emergency Pregnancy Services
(EMS). Your wonderful support will help many mothers and children. 
American Heritage Girls is a scouting national character development

organization for young women ages 5-18 that embraces Christian values
and encourages family involvement.
Who can join? Any girl ages 5 to 18.

We participate in various activities and fundraisers including:
National service day, father/daughter event, cleaning the CTK Grotto
twice a year, Rosary precessions, Catholic outdoor adventure, camping,
mother/daughter event, Lenten service project, and of course earning
badges throughout the school year. 
We meet every other Monday on the CTK campus. For more informa-

tion please email: fl1125ahg@gmail.com 

Taken from the Internet
Submitted by Mary Ann Sullivan

Why Go To Church?

A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and
complained that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday. “I’ve
gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and in that time I have heard
something like 3,000 sermons. But for the life of me, I can’t remem-
ber a single one of them. So, I think I’m wasting my time and the pas-
tors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.”
This started a real controversy in the “Letters to the Editor” col-

umn, much to the delight of the editor. It went on for weeks until
someone wrote this clincher:

“I’ve been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has
cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the
entire menu for a single one of those meals. But I do know this. They
all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If
my wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead
today. Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would
be spiritually dead today!” When you are DOWN to nothing... God is
UP to something! Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible and
receives the impossible!
Thank God for our physical AND our spiritual nourishment!

Food for thought!
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Deacon Martin’s Ordination
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Deacon Martin’s Ordination
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by Paul Ghiotto
SCPO, USNR (ret)

By the time you read this article, Veterans Day, November 11, 2017,
will once again have come and gone. A special Mass will have been said
at the 4:00 p.m. service on Saturday the 11th to honor the military veter-
ans of Christ the King. We veterans who earned our “stripes” in decades
past will have stood proudly and been recognized for our service as well
as those who are still serving.

One of the most important titles a citizen of this great country can
have is that of “veteran.” In order to attain this status one has to leave fam-
ily and home behind and take the oath to defend our country from enemies
foreign and domestic. It is not enough to simply “stand up,” one has to
“sign up.” In 2017 the voluntary military service members comprise less
than one percent of the nation’s population. Now that is a “one percent”
that really deserves our appreciation and respect!

In mid-June of this year my lovely wife and I travelled to beautiful
Buffalo, New York, for the bi-annual reunion of the men who served at
one time or another on the Navy’s last all-gun heavy cruiser, the USS
Newport News (CA-148). [Note to reader: I can wait while you Google
this information on your cell phones.] These reunions are always enjoy-
able to attend since one gets a chance to meet again a number of people
they first met – in my case 50 years before - as well as become acquaint-
ed with new faces. People came from all over the United States for the
occasion. The weather was perfect and the day trip to nearby Niagara
Falls was a special treat. The final event was a sit-down supper in the
hotel ballroom followed by a dance with a live band playing songs from
1949 to the present.

Two of the reunion attendee veterans were “plank owners,” guys who
were part of the original crew upon the ship’s commissioning in 1949 –
when I was one year old! Others were aboard when the ship took part in
the blockade of Cuba during the Cuban Missile Crisis in October 1962
(when I was a freshman student at Bishop Kenny.) 

Most were shipmates
during one of the three
eight-month deploy-
ments the Newport News
made from its Norfolk,
Virginia, homeport to the
waters off North and
South Vietnam. It was
during the third deploy-
ment on October 1,
1972, that an eight-inch
artillery shell exploded
prematurely while being
loaded into Turret Two’s
middle gun. Twenty men
died and over 30 were
injured as a result. The
names of the deceased
are on the Vietnam Wall in Washington, D.C. When this occurred I was a
new JU graduate undergoing initial training as a national park ranger at
Grand Canyon National Park.

Some of the men were “lifers.” This means they served twenty years
or more on active duty and then retired. Some, in 1949, were on their last
tour before leaving the Navy. During the 26-year active life of the ship
most sailors were on their first tour and ranged in age from eighteen to
twenty-six thanks to the existence of the military draft. [Note: Many
joined the Navy to avoid unknown service in the Army or Marines if

drafted.] A few men served two tours aboard the ship at different times.
During my time aboard, October 1966 to August 1968, there were three
sets of brothers in the ship’s company.

During the three-day reunion, our wives had a chance to get together
and talk about old times and the years that their husbands were in the serv-
ice of their country. Although I didn’t know my future wife when I was on
active duty, she was beside me during twenty-three years of reserve serv-
ice that followed our marriage at Christ the King in 1971. Her father,
Harry Boyle, was a career sailor.

So here we were all these years later – military veterans! Most were
white or gray headed, some walked with canes, and a couple were in
wheel chairs. For those shipmates who had died since the last reunion in
2015 we held a solemn memorial service aboard the retired guided mis-
sile cruiser, USS Little Rock (CLG-4).

To paraphrase the title of a book* about a famous 1965 Vietnam bat-
tle, “we were sailors once – and young.” Even our ship which had aged
with us was gone – decommissioned in 1975 and scrapped in 1991-92 in
New Orleans.

If someone took the time to write down all of the accomplishments
these veterans had made during their lifetimes, it would be an amazing
list. Educational degrees earned, marriages held, families raised, civic
organizations led, businesses developed and managed, sports teams
coached, churches attended and supported - the list would go on and on. 

Of course, none of us gave much thought to what we might actually
accomplish once we left active duty. We were simply too busy doing our
jobs. Sure, we knew we wanted to get out, and most of us eagerly looked
forward to doing so, but that was “down the road.”

And down that road we have come.
So for all you guys and gals who proudly served your country in the

uniform of Uncle Sam, thanks for the memories! Thanks for your service!
Oh, and while you’re at it tighten that bunk, put some polish on those

shoes, and get a haircut already, “Alice!” 
Smoke ‘em if you got ‘em!
Carry on!
That is all. 

* We were Soldiers Once…and Young by Lt. Gen. Harold G. Moore and
war journalist Joseph L. Galloway.

Veterans Day – November 11, 2017

Country Store Dates to Remember

Donations drop-off at the St. Mary’s Room has started.
Drop-off times are Saturdays 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Now - March 24
(Exception - December 23 and 30) 

Country Store Setup April 4 -5 from 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Country Store Sale Dates 
April 6 – 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
April 7 – 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
April 8 – 8:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
Cleanup  2:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Volunteers needed
Contact Charm 904-377-1299 for details.

A “thank you”to everyone who has helped through the years.



After many nudges and invitations, all of which were RSVP’d with regrets due to a multitudinous list of
reasons, I attended the women’s CRHP weekend in November. It was a weekend of many events which
included a full moon, a time change (gratefully falling back) and my making runs at appropriate
times to care for the Fab Four plus one at home. It has been a long time since I prioritized a retreat
in my schedule but it appeared to be now or never.

The requisite and expected note arrived about leaving watches and cell phones at home
along with the mundane responsibilities of the every day. I cringed, but knew it was the only
way in which to extract myself from the world as I know it for two days.

Not certain what CRHP was truly about other than parish renewal, I had no idea what
was ahead but I arrived at 7:45 A.M. on Saturday with a wonderful and diverse group of
other sojourners. We were made welcome and provided with coffee and breakfast. Then
we began.

It was a journey on many levels for both participants and staff. There is little I would
wish to divulge except that this weekend is a weekend of connections and separation.  It
would seem to be an oxymoron, but in order to connect with other human beings we must
disconnect from technology and media.

THIS is the essence of Christ Renews His Parish.
The fragrant offerings of truth, silence, prayers, scripture, and connection with those we

would never have known before.......this is the perfume of community. Without connection,
there is not understanding, there is not acceptance, there is not sharing, and therefore, there is
not community. 

Individualism is NOT doing it alone but it is knowing your strengths AND weaknesses.... and
allowing others into your realm.  

Community is sharing your gifts and accepting those of others, creating a tapestry of many threads that are weak by themselves, but together are
strong; that are bland without the imperfections which add color and texture to the work of the Master.

In our everyday worlds, we often fail to notice, to pause, or to listen for the whisper midst the cacophony; the whisper of those among us in need,
the whisper of the Holy Spirit, the whisper of love.

Christ Renews His Parish makes time for us to notice, to pause, and to listen.....
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Dreams of Jeanie

Quantity Size    Please circle the Style choice

______ XL          Crew neck           V-neck

______ L          Crew neck           V-neck

______ M          Crew neck           V-neck

______ S          Crew neck           V-neck

Name _____________________________
Phone ____________________________
Email _____________________________

Christ the King/Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp Official T-shirt
Order Form 

Please, bring order form and payment to the rectory office,
or place in a sealed envelope in the Sunday offering basket
marked: T-shirt order form. Checks made out to Christ the
King.

Shirts are $20 each.  Thank you for your support!  

Thanksgiving
by Charm I. Saults

T - Thankful for our family and friends, near and far. For a day when people share and give thanks from their hearts.
H - Hours to build new memories and share old ones, some happy and some sad, bringing people closer together.
A - Autumn is in the air warming our heart as we think of those we especially care about.
N - Nice in a very special way knowing we have added to friends and family throughout the past year.
K - Kindness we can give to others. Little things mean a lot, a simple please or thank you or even a hug or smile.
S - Savoring all the wonderfully delicious foods prepared for this special day. Trying a new dish or two.
G - Generosity from the heart, time for good friendship and love, time for good food, fun, and laughter.
I - Individuals coming together and remembering those who are not with us anymore, but still live in our memories and our hearts.
V - Variety is the spice of life. From the first Thanksgiving where the Pilgrims and Indians shared a feast after the first harvest to now when 

Americans share the tradition with people from all over the world.
I - It is a wonderful time for everyone to stop and take this time from their busy lives to give thanks for all those  who have touched our lives

over the last year.
N - Never forget to thank God for all you have. We should give thanks each day not just once a year.
G - Giving gifts of feelings to others, the warmth of a hug, showing we care, giving love from our hearts. These are the things which you can

not put a price tag on because they are priceless.

Have a Wonderful Thanksgiving
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by Nick Klepac, GK

Road Cleanup - The Knights, under the direction of Mike Stirna, conducted the monthly road cleanup on Lone Star Road (second Saturday of each
month). We meet monthly at the parking lot of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church at the corner of Lone Star Road and Carlotta Road at 8:00 a.m.

Walk for Life - The Knights and other members from Christ the King walk and pray each Monday at 1:00 p.m. in front of the abortion clinic on
University Boulevard, weather permitting. Come join us and let our pro-life voice be heard. Knights and other members from Resurrection walk and
pray each week in the same location each Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. We are pleased to announce our new Culture of Life family, Steve and Maryellen
Bell from Resurrection.

Knights of the Brotherly Care - Knights meet at Resurrection and Christ the King (alternating months) on the first Saturday to attend Mass.  They
then distribute Holy Eucharist and/or provide fellowship to our fellow Knights/spouses who are unable to attend Mass or are home bound. If you know
of a brother Knight/spouse in need please contact Joe Brozovich at 904-616-6278 or email at joebroz@comcast.net. 

First Friday Mass/Living Rosary at CTK - The Knights and the CKCCW hosted a Mass and Living Rosary Friday, December 1, beginning at 5:30
p.m.  Following the Mass and Rosary they hosted a pot luck dinner.

We are Knights
Serving Christ the King and Resurrection Catholic Churches

K’Cees’ Bunco Night - Another great Bunco night was held Saturday,
November 11, at 6:30 p.m. with the next ones scheduled January 13 and
March 10. This event is open to all parish members of both Christ the King
and Resurrection. Come out and join us for Bunco. Over 59 million people
play this game yearly. Bunco is a social dice game involving 100% luck and
no skill, although we have a few regular players that would disagree! You
must call and reserve a seat and dinner. Please call Bernie at 904-608-5136.

PBJs for the Saint Francis Soup Kitchen -
Friday, September 29, Grand Knight Nick
Klepac and his wife, Bernie, K’Cees president,
hosted the quarterly Peanut Butter and Jelly
sandwich-making for our homeless neighbors.
With the help of many Knights, families and
friends, over 600 sandwiches were made.
Everyone enjoyed sharing pizza afterwards.
The next PBJ events will be December 29 and
March 30.

Tootsie Roll Drive - The Knights and
their families gave away Tootsie Rolls
and collected over $3000 for people
with intellectual disabilities. The drive
was held at two Publix locations
(September 16-17) and at both Christ
the King and Resurrection Catholic
Churches (September 23-24).

Feast of Christ the King - The Knights, K’Cees and the
Squires joined forces and cooked two breakfasts for all
parishioners at Christ the King on its feast day.  Over 400
people were served after the 7:00 a.m. and the 9:00 a.m.
Masses.  Left-over food was donated to the Five Star
Veterans Center on Atlantic Blvd.
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We are Knights
Serving Christ the King and Resurrection Catholic Churches

Corporate Communion - The Knights and families attend their quarter-
ly corporate communions at Christ the King and Resurrection on a alter-
nating schedule. It is a wonderful opportunity for all Knights to attend
Mass together at both of the churches we support with their families. Our
corporate communions are also our recruitment drives and will include a
free breakfast to our fellow parishioners.

Next year’s schedule is:
Resurrection - January 14, 2018 at the 8:30 a.m. Mass
Christ the King - April 8, 2018 at the 11:00 a.m. Mass

Major upcoming events in December 2017 and January 2018:

K’Cees’ Annual Christmas Party to be held at the K of C Hall,
Saturday, December 16 at 6:30.  Come join us for dinner, catered by
Glenn, games, raffles and door prizes.  Proceeds from the raffles will go
to L’Arche Harbor House and Morning Star School.  Admission is $20 per
person, raffle tickets are $2 each or 6 for $10.  Prizes are:  1st - a
Christmas tree decorated with $100 cash; 2nd - a Christmas Wreath dec-
orated with $50 cash; and a Christmas decoration with $25 cash.  Please
see the K of C website to buy admission tickets or RSVP for will-call:
council4727.com or call Shirley Mosley at 904-744-9522.  This event is
open to everyone in the Jacksonville Community.

Celebrating Charity and Service Through the Decades, the Knights
of Columbus will hold its 50th Doc Broome Annual Benefit Ball,
Saturday, January 20 after the 4:00 p.m. Mass at CTK Gym.  The evening
will begin with a social hour (BYOB, setups provided), followed by din-
ner at 6:30 p.m. and live music for your listening/dancing pleasure.
Admission tickets are $25 per person.  Raffle tickets are $10 each, prizes
are: 1st - $500 cash, 2nd - HDTV, 3rd - gift card assortment.  There will
also be raffles for baskets of cheer. Admission tickets or RSVP for will-
call is available on our website: council4727.com.  This event is open to
everyone in the Jacksonville Community.

Resurrection Trunk or Treat -
The Knights cooked about 500
hotdogs for Trunk or Treat,
October 31.  This year’s event
was open to the local community.
Numerous parishioners decorated
their car trunks and shared their
treats of candy with their cos-
tumed visitors.

Annual Memorial Mass - The Knights held their annu-
al Memorial Mass at Resurrection Saturday, November
4, at 2:00 p.m., Father Peter celebrating.  The lighting of
memorial candles was held after the Mass.  Participants
then went to the hall for a BBQ chicken with all the fix-
ings.

Charity Presentation Dinner - The Knights held a Charity Presentation dinner
on October 17 for the charity organizations they support.  The charities provided
representatives and displayed their stories and answered questions during the
social hour.  This was followed by a pot luck dinner provided by the K’Cees (K
of C Women’s Auxiliary).  The Grand Knight Nick Klepac, and the president of
the K’Cees, Bernie Klepac, ended the evening by presenting checks to each
attending charity organization.  Over $6,440 was distributed.
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by Edie Hubert, Music Director

When I first started working at Christ the King about two years ago, I
was pretty nervous, wondering if I would do a good job, if people would
like me, if the choir would like the music I chose, etc. I was always try-
ing to read everyone’s face to gauge the kind of job I was doing.

I soon learned that the people of this parish are very welcoming and
loving, and go out of their way to help where they can. These qualities
were perfectly embodied in Julie. Julie was not a loud personality, but
every time I looked up from my music, she was smiling
at me with a twinkle in her eye. If I was talking about
the music, I could tell she was really listening to what I
was saying, nodding her head in an encouraging way,
and always with a twinkle in her eye.

When we had choir gatherings, Julie would make
sure I had enough of the delicious Filipino food that she
prepared. Filipino cuisine was new to me, and Julie
would quietly point to one dish or another, with a look
that let me know that was where the really good food
was. Once we had a casual conversation about coffee,
and I commented how much I loved the taste of German
coffee and chocolate. The next time I saw Julie, she
handed me a bag of German coffee and chocolate! I was so excited! How
did she procure these items in such a short time, I wondered? Julie told
me she had a “connection,” which of course is her sister, Betty, who lives
in Austria. It says so much about Julie’s generous heart, her care and con-
cern for others, that after Carmencita and I visited Julie at the Atrium in
early August, Julie asked her sister to bring those items with her when she
came from Austria to visit two weeks later.

Julie seemed to know exactly what I needed, and generously offered
it to me, whether it was an encouraging nod, guiding me to the best food,
or bringing me coffee and chocolate that I casually mentioned one
day…she anticipated what I needed and did what she could to provide it,
and always with a smile, a little joke, a spirit of joy and fun. 

Julie’s friend and coworker at Deerwood Assisted Living, Nenita,
where Julie was a certified medical technician and nursing assistant,
described her as industrious, compassionate, caring and very supportive,
always with a good smile and loved by all her patients. Julie’s sister, Lori,

described her sister as a beautiful soul, full of strength
and fortitude, laughter and joy, whose life never had a
dull moment, who would do anything for her family
and friends, and even for those she did not know well. 

Even though I only knew Julie for a short time and
only in the context of the music ministry, I could see all
of these beautiful qualities in action. And I see these
qualities in her sisters whom I have met, and her step-
son, Jacob, whom I only met once, but who – in that
first meeting - generously offered to help my son find a
job. 

I and many others will miss seeing Julie’s smiling
face in choir, her twinkling wit, and her quiet but strong

and joyful support. 
In 2000, when Julie’s sister, Dottie, passed away, Julie sang

“Somewhere Over the Rainbow” at Dottie’s funeral.  Julie asked that this
same song be part of her own Mass, and so we – the Adult Choir, cantors,
soloists and instrumentalists - offered this and all our music with love to
Julie and her family.

Juliet Roberto Doss
July 22, 1957 – August 18, 2017

Taken from the Internet—-a 1994 short story by William Thomas, pub-
lished in Chicken Soup for the Soul.

Submitted by Wayne Priest and Netito Espejo

This could very well have been our friend Julie Doss.

There was a young woman who had been diagnosed with a terminal
illness and had been given three months to live. So as she was getting
her things in order, she contacted her pastor and had him come to her
house to discuss certain aspects of her final wishes. She told him which
songs she wanted sung at the service, what scriptures she would like
read, and what outfit she wanted to be buried in.

Everything was in order and the pastor was preparing to leave when
the young woman suddenly remembered something very important to
her.
“There’s one more thing,” she said excitedly.
“What’s that?” came the pastor’s reply.
“I want to be buried with a fork in my right hand,” she told him.
The pastor stood looking at the young woman, not knowing quite what

to say.
“That surprises you, doesn’t it?” the young woman asked.
“Well, to be honest, I’m puzzled by the request,” said the pastor.

The young woman explained. “My grandmother once told me a
story that I never forgot and I have tried to pass along its message to
those I love and those who are in need of encouragement. 

Here’s her story:
“In all my years of attending church socials and potluck dinners, I

always remember that when the dishes of the main course were being
cleared, someone would inevitably lean over and say, ‘Keep your fork.’
It was my favorite part because I knew something better was coming . .
. like velvety chocolate cake or deep-dish apple pie. Something wonder-
ful and with substance!’

So, I just want people to see me there in that casket with a fork in
my hand and I want them to wonder, “What’s with the fork? Then I want
you to tell them, “Keep your fork . . . the best is yet to come.”

The pastor’s eyes welled up with tears of joy as he hugged the young
woman good-bye. He knew this would be one of the last times he would
see her before her death. But he also knew that the young woman had a
better grasp of heaven than he did. She had a better grasp of what heav-
en would be like than many people twice her age, with twice as much
experience and knowledge. She KNEW that something better was com-
ing.

At the funeral people were walking by the young woman’s casket
and they saw the pretty dress she was wearing and the fork placed in her
right hand. Over and over, the pastor heard the question, “What’s with
the fork?” And over and over he smiled.

During his message, the pastor told the people of the conversation
he had with the young woman shortly before she died. He also told them
about the fork and about what it symbolized to her. The pastor told the
people how he could not stop thinking about the fork and told them that
they probably would not be able to stop thinking about it either. He was
right.

So the next time you reach down for your fork, let it remind you
ever so gently, that

the

best

is

yet

to

come.

The Fork

All are invited Epiphany International Celebration January 7, 2018
Prepare and bring your favorite ethnic dish.

From American to German and Filipino to Vietnamese
Share your cuisine with your parish family.

Watch the bulletin for details
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This year’s Julie Joseph Burke Scholarship was presented at the 8th grade graduation program at Christ the King School in June. Julie’s daugh-
ter, Kaylee Burke made the presentation to David Hoyt who is now a freshman at Bishop Kenny. The scholarship, which was established in memory
of Julie Joseph Burke, a 1984 graduate of Christ the King and a member of the BK Class of 1988 is awarded annually. Each recipient is awarded a
one-time $1,000 scholarship to help defray the cost of tuition at BKHS.
Julie Joseph married Ronald Burke while attending college. They had two children, a daughter Kaylee, and a son Ronnie, both of whom graduat-

ed from Bishop Kenny. Julie passed away in 2004 after suffering complications from a heart condition.
Julie’s parents, Donna and Joe Joseph BK ’65, and husband, Ronnie Burke, established this scholarship to honor Julie’s life and memory in a way

she would want. Julie was continually helping others to achieve their goals, giving to others, and serving her church, school, and community. She was
an inspiration to all who knew her and a shining example of God’s love. David was selected for the award because he demonstrates many of the same
qualities as Julie.
Anyone who would like to make a contribution to the Julie Joseph Burke Scholarship at Bishop Kenny High School is encouraged to contact

Sheila Marovich, Director of Advancement, at 398-7545 or advancement@bishopkenny.org. 

(L-R) Ronnie Burke Sr., Kaylee Burke, scholarship recipient David Hoyt, Ronnie Burke Jr., and Laura Joseph Meehan.
Reprinted with permission from The Avenue Fall 2017
Page 44
Published by Bishop Kenny High School Office of Advancement

Julie Joseph Burke Scholarship

by Netito Espejo

Julie was an active member of the FIL-AM
Ministry at Christ the King (FMCTK). Edie, music
director of CTK, describes her as very welcoming and
loving, and went out of her way to help others. These
qualities helped Julie to be voted in as the Secretary of
the FMCTK (FY 2016-2017). She was also given the
confidence of her peers to do the welcoming remarks
of the Simbang Gabi 2016 held at CTK on December
16, 2016. In addition, every meeting, she offered to
give a ride to those members who are not able to drive
at night. Julie was an evangelizer as well, especially to
her family by sharing her faith. She was instrumental
in the baptism of her grandchildren and her step-
daughter Mary’s choosing to becoming Catholic
through RCIA in which she served as the sponsor or
godmother.  
On a personal note, the following timelines are my

recollections about Julie’s last days in 2017: In March,
I received a text message from someone informing me that Julie was in
the hospital. A few days later, I was informed that she was now in the
Atrium. I relayed this information to the members of FMCTK and encour-
aged all of them to visit her if they could. 

Carmencita, a member of the choir and a friend of Julie was the one
who served as the messenger between FMCTK and Julie because, accord-

ing to her, Julie was always texting her. She kept me
informed of Julie’s status every Sunday after the
11:00 a.m. Mass. Mr. and Mrs. Milano also visited
Julie frequently. Being the FMCTK coordinator, I
should have visited Julie more than the rest of the
members, right? Believe me I attempted to do so
many times, but for some reason, always something
came up. But God has His plans…. In June, after a
week of confinement in the hospital, I was required to
do rehab. Of all the places recommended by the hos-
pital for my rehab, my wife picked the Atrium. Now,
there were no more excuses to visit Julie, and I went
to see her (if I was doing well and vice versa). 
In July, Julie celebrated her birthday in the Atrium

with a big party. Many CTK parishioners, friends and
families were there. I was not able to attend because I
was still recovering. On August 18, 2017, I was
informed that Julie passed. September 2, 2017, was

Julie’s Mass of Christian Burial. Many people attended and I was fortu-
nate to be one of the Sacristans that served in the Mass. 
Rest in peace, Julie.

Remembering Julie Doss

Our Pastor and Staff wish 
everyone 

a very Merry Christmas
and a safe Happy New Year
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by Charm I. Saults
After hurricane Matthew, John and I found ourselves in a spot. We

had three pine trees, each about 70 feet tall, and somehow the middle one
was uprooted and fell across our neighbor’s fence. After three days we
found ourselves with numerous logs in the back yard. They were three to
four feet high and 32 inches across. Not having a chainsaw, they lay
there. Then along came Irma and we were blest with large branches,
limbs as big as small trees, plus lots of
other debris in our yard. Our
neighbors were very generous giving
all these gifts to us. After Irma we
spent six days out in the yard, six to
seven hours a day trying to cut up and
drag limbs and branches to the front
for pickup. We were very surprised to
receive a phone call from Quoc, the
president of the Vietnamese
community, offering to get a group
together and come help. Of course I
took him up on his offer. 
They came on September 20, and

within a little over two hours they had

cleaned up 90% of the backyard. John still has some areas to clean up,
but we could not thank them enough for all their work. And all they asked
for was a bottle of water.
Here is a list of our

wonderful helpers. 

Quoc Mai
Quan Mai
Lina Mai
Andrew Nguyen
Andrea Nguyen
Kenneth Nguyen
Sieu
Khoi Duong
Brandon Pham
Huy mai
Andy Nguyen
Thanh Nguyen
Thang

This cleaning crew worked for three different days helping others.
They cleaned:
1. Vietnamese center and parking lot
2. L’Arche Harbor House
3. Our house
4. One other member’s house

In their words:

“We hoped to do more but not a lot of people signed up, and some
already had help from neighbors and family. But it was our first try and
it turned out good for the kids that helped, because they learned a value
of a good heart and to help others. Next time we will have bigger turn
out, for sure. I’ve been working on several other outreach projects as
well and hope to put them into place soon.” This Vietnamese team of
workers is very warm and friendly - a pleasure to be with.

Saved by the Vietnamese Community

by Charm Saults

This is the true story of how Charm got her name.
First the facts - Charm was due to be born on December 24 or 25,

1943. Because her father was overseas in the US Army, her mother and
grandmother lived together.
Early in December they were planning a dinner party to include

Charm’s great aunts, Daisy and Jessie Kennison, professional dancers
who traveled a great deal  and fellow performers, Glenn Miller and
Groucho Marx. 
About 4:00 p.m., the day of the party, my mother didn’t feel well.

Thinking it might have been something she ate, she went to lie down. At
5:00 p.m. she rushed to the bathroom. After more than half an hour, my

mother emerged from the bathroom and told my
grandmother to retrieve the baby. 
My brother, who was four years old at the time,

had been playing in his room and didn’t notice what
was going on. When introduced to the new baby, his
immediate question was, “Is it a boy or a girl?” He
didn’t want a brother, as he feared that a brother
would take his toys. He was very happy and excited
that he had a sister. His next question was, “What is
her name?” Charmaine, came the reply. He crossed
his arms across his chest and announced that this was too
big a name for such a little baby. He would call me his Charm ever after. 
About the party - in spite of a snow storm that evening, the guests

arrived. Unfortunately, none of the pictures of Glenn Miller and Groucho
Marx have survived, but they certainly helped to celebrate Charm’s
birthday on that fifth day of December. 

A Very Special Gift

by Jeanie Wilks

After Pastoral Council last month, a few of us were discussing the
“nun with a chainsaw” and the impact she had made by simply being who
she was and doing what everyone else was doing.....cleaning up after
Hurricane Irma.  A craft brewery has even created and distributed a beer
to honor her called “Nun with a Chainsaw.”
Father Boddie then shared a tale about Sister Roselit and Sister

Pushpa going into a local Walgreens store. Someone on staff was so
excited that she took a “selfie” with Sister Pushpa and Sister Roselit.  It
made me pause to consider the quiet but revolutionary impact that nuns
have on society, individuals, and even the media. 
Growing up, I attended public schools. However, the motherhouse for

the Sisters of Charity was only a block from the house and they kept
horses in the middle of the city, so I could often be found raiding the
cupboard for sugar cubes. The horses were often waiting with their soft
neighs and I would spend time enjoying the quiet in the middle of the city.
Many times this would include visits with the nuns, as they walked along
the paths near the fence. I was always amazed that they remembered my
name and grateful that I could call them all “Sister” until I figured out how
to remember their names.  Another fond memory comes from Religious
Education classes when Sister Rose rescued me after visiting my friends’
church (Southern Baptist ) and forgetting to stop the Lord’s Prayer with
...... “and deliver us from evil.” 

When it came time for university, I was accepted and attended the
University of St. Thomas. Needless to say, I have several tales from these
years. One of my theology classes was the Theology of Death and Dying
and was just as Elizabeth Kubler-Ross had published her book on the
stages of dying. The visiting priest had set up a field trip to a mortuary as
part of the course. I was trying to find excuses not to go when a nun who
had recently arrived from Ireland told me that if I would go, she would go
too.  We braved the field trip together.
Another fond memory was of visiting the library on campus. There

was a nun who sat near the door to be certain that we had properly
checked out materials.  She always called me “Blue Eyes.”  Sadly, I never
knew her name. Years later, as a youth /music minister, I took a group
Christmas caroling. We did this every year, but this particular year, I had
obtained permission to visit the care center at the motherhouse.
As we made our way from room to room, enjoying these precious

moments, memories, and music, I followed our guide into a room where
an elderly nun lay. Her face graced our entrance with a welcoming smile;
a twinkle in her tired eyes.  She reached for me and called me by name
..... “Blue Eyes.”  Throughout the years, I have watched the world’s
fascination with nuns - Mother Teresa in our real world being number one.
Then in theater and television we’ve had “The Flying Nun,” “Sister Act,”
and “Late Nite Catechism.” It is a good thing to not take ourselves too
seriously sometimes; and now the nun with the chainsaw. 
Like the young clerk at Walgreens......I am thrilled to know that the

“Nuns are here!”

NUNS!!!
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Meet Christ the King School’s Joanne Fowler
by Paul Ghiotto

Christ the King School has been blessed
over the years for having many talented, dedi-
cated, innovative, and inspirational teachers and
staff. One person who definitely fits this bill is
Ms. Joanne Fowler. She has been a teacher –
mostly 3rd Grade – at Christ the King since
Jimmy Carter was president in the last century.
Okay, so 1980 really wasn’t that long ago but for
most of her students, who aren’t much older
than nine (!), she’s been there a while. At the end
of the current school year she will have taught at
CTK for thirty-eight years.

Joanne McDonald Fowler was born in New
York City. Her family relocated to the quaint
and picturesque town of Apalachicola, Florida,
her mother’s hometown, at the ripe old age of
two when her father got the head administrator
position in the town’s hospital. She went
through elementary, junior, and high school in
“Apalach” and attended St. Patrick’s Catholic
Church. In high school she was a cheerleader
and her senior class salutatorian.

Apalachicola holds many fond memories for
her. It’s small enough that in her school days
there everyone knew everyone so it was hard to
get in trouble and not have half the townspeople
know about it! And remember it for the rest of
their lives!

When it came time for college she ventured
forth to the bright city lights of Tallahassee. At
Florida State University she majored in educa-
tion (she told me she didn’t want to be a nurse
and have to work for her father – understood)
and was a sorority member of Sigma Kappa. 

Incidentally, her mother, her sister, and her
two children also graduated from Florida State
thereby making it easier for all five of them to
root for each other’s favorite team! Joanne also
mentioned that she has two brothers who gradu-
ated from college in Alabama.

When my wife and I enrolled our two chil-
dren at CTK back in 1984 Ms. Fowler was still
getting her feet wet. After teaching one year in
Panama City and one in her adopted town of
Apalachicola, she says that once she got situat-
ed at CTK that she has never thought about
teaching anywhere else.

While she has seen a lot of teachers come
and go over the years at CTK she has served 36
years under only TWO principals – Janet
Morton who hired her and Stephanie
Engelhardt. She keeps in touch with many for-
mer teachers who have become just like family
to her. This “family” especially includes long
time teachers - and now retired - Helen Thurson

and Liz McGovern who volunteer at CTK on a
regular basis and are a big help to her.

Stephanie Engelhardt says that “Mrs. Fowler
has been a real supporter of me. New principals
can’t make it without the advice and guidance of
experienced teachers. I am grateful for Mrs.
Fowler’s support for the past 14 years. In addi-
tion to her support, I am grateful that Mrs.
Fowler is open to implementing new initiatives
such as STEM and technology. Fowler and third
grade are synonymous at CTK!”

Joanne says the best thing about teaching in
a Catholic school like CTK is that she can share

her love of God with her students and incorpo-
rate God and His love for us in all of her sub-
jects. She even does that in her favorite subject
of math!

Her advice to new teachers is simple: If you
are a teacher because of the short (?) work days
and the summer vacations, look elsewhere!
While the students’ school day may end at 3:00
p.m. yours doesn’t. A teacher has a lot of “home-
work” to do which often extends into the week-
end. A teacher never actually catches up. One
has to be able to prioritize.

She is delighted to discover how many of
her former students have gone on to successful
careers in many different professions and trades.
One former student – Clay Ludwig - is well on
his way to becoming a priest. Like many veter-
an teachers she takes a special pride in knowing
that she played even a minor role in their suc-

cess. And, yes, she has taught several children of
her former students.

Karen Anderson, administrative assistant at
CTK and all-around cheerful person, remembers
that “I was fortunate to be Mrs. Fowler’s room
mother when my daughter was in the third
grade. She was very caring, fair, and concerned
for all of her students’ success. She goes to great
lengths to assure her students’ growth both aca-
demically and spiritually. She conducts herself
with style and grace at all times. She is an inspi-
ration to me, and I pray that I can be more like
her in my everyday encounters.”

Ever-changing technology is to be expected
and a teacher has to constantly adapt to these
changes. Her biggest challenge as a teacher is
adapting to the constant changing of computer
programs adopted by the Diocese for the record-
ing of student grades. Once she gets used to one
that she really likes the decision is made to go
with another better (?) one. I told her not to take
it personally because the same thing happens in
the public school where my wife teaches.

Communication between the student and the
teacher and between the teacher and the stu-
dent’s parents remains as important as ever.
How this communication is made has definitely
changed over the years. Replying to the con-
cerns of parents - mostly by email and perhaps a
phone follow up - who can see on their comput-
er screen the progress – or not – of their children
can consume a lot of personal time.

So here is the all-important question I posed
to the “Golden Eagle” of the CTK teacher corps
– would you do it all over again? YES!, because
she can’t think of any other job that has proven
so rewarding and enjoyable! Joanne says she has
never even considered doing anything else.
While she has no plans for retirement anytime
soon, she says she’ll know when it’s time to go
and will look back with satisfaction at a job well
done. 

Joanne Fowler couldn’t be prouder of her
two grown children, Chris and Julie, who grad-
uated many years ago from CTK and Bishop
Kenny. Chris, the youngest and a mechanical
engineer, is soon to be married. Daughter Julie,
a Director at Merrill Lynch, lives in Mandarin
with her husband and three children, ages four-
teen and younger. 

Once she eventually retires, Joanne plans on
spending more time with her growing brood.
Her family’s gain will be Christ the King
School’s loss.

Thank you, Joanne Fowler, for your many
years of dedicated service to the children of
Christ the King!

back row - Cody, Cayla, and Conner
Stickelmaier (grandkids)

front row - Michelle Paniza Fowler (as of Nov.
11, 2017), Christopher Fowler, Joanne Fowler, Julie

Fowler Stickelmaier, and Tim Stickelmaier

by Ellin Iselin

Advent is upon us, and one saint is thrust to the
forefront of collective culture.
Here are twelve facts about a saint who is most
associated with the Christmas season:

1. St. Nicholas is also known as Nicholas of
Bari, Nicholas of Myra and Bishop of Myra
(near modern-day Turkey).
2. He lived during the fourth Century, which
are the years 301-400.
3. Iconic images depict him with a white
beard.
4. These same images show him wearing a
red robe.
5. While he did give gifts, they were generally
in the form of dowries to poor girls who
would not have been able to marry otherwise.

6. He is the patron saint of Greece and Russia
(the Greek and Eastern Orthodox Churches).
7. He became a beloved saint throughout
Europe during the Middle Ages.
8. His popularity waned after the Reformation
with the exception of the Netherlands where
the legend of Saint Nicholas became
“Sinterklaas.”
9. Dutch immigrants carried the “Sinterklaas”
tradition to America.
10. American writers in the 19th Century
made Santa Claus a pop culture phenomenon.
11. His Feast Day is December 6.
12. Jacksonville has its very own Southside
neighborhood named after St. Nicholas.

Facts about Saint Nicholas
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Bishop John Snyder
High School 

First Honors

Andrew Blendker

Second Honors

Gillian Garner
Caroline Moneyhan
William Thompson

Bishop Kenny
Honor Roll
First Honors

Isabel Devore-Suazo 12
Christian Flores 9
Regine Hilaire 11
Karolina Moreno 10
Arianna Nicole Palomo 11
Brandon Pham 9
Bryanna Racke 11
Victoria Reep 11
Michael Winston 11
Kathleen Yarborough 10

Second Honors

Reed Abercrombie 11
Lauren Ashley 11
Rebecca Baldwin 9
Meghan Benson 12
Jared Bowling 12
Michaela Bowling 10
Cori Buckelew 9
Emilie Chinault 9
Hunter Daniels 9
Steven Dionisio 9
Roman Fisher 10
Marisa Garcia 12
Nicolina Graves 12
Marissa House 11
David Hoyt 9
Erin Kress 9
Stacy Lubin 9
Jolie Marcelo 11
Kathleen McClellan 12
Jericho Rey Palomo 9
Sham Salem 12
Rylee Schroder 12
Eric Smith 11
Nicholas Taylor 12
Aidan Webb 10
Andrew Wheeler 12
Kylie Wnorowski 9

School News
Halloween Costume Ball 

and Trunk or Treat 

by Adriana Giles

Christ the King celebrated their annual
Halloween costume party and Trunk or
Treat for Kindergarten to fifth grade on
Friday, October 27. It was without a doubt
the best one so far. Children and adults
enjoyed the evening full of incredible
weather, wonderful music and an awesome
Trunk or Treat. A special thank you goes to
all the volunteers, parents and teachers that helped us to put together this
terrific part for our children to enjoy. Many thanks go to those who
decorated their cars for the Trunk or Treat. You all did an amazing job. 

Thank you also to all who attended and showed your support for our
school.

The winners of the Trunk or Treat were:
1st place: Granert with Jurassic Park
2nd Place: Kuepper with STREAM Lab of Terror

All Saints Day
by Adriana Giles

Christ the King Catholic School
celebrated their Holy Day of obligation
with their traditional Mass procession of
the first and second graders dressed as
their favorite saints. All the children did
an extraordinary job and went in front of
the congregation and told us which saint
they were representing. Kuddos goes to
Mrs. Colleen Lewis, our first grade

teacher and Mrs. Stevens, our second grade teacher for preparing our
children and teaching the Catholic traditions. 

Extended Day Run Club
by Sonya Yates

We are so blessed to have this wonderful tradition again this year!
Several of our Extended Day Care students from second grade and up are
running towards the goal of improving their endurance for the Junior
River Run in March. We are following a training program that is based on
a 9-week program that starts with a 3-minute run and a 7-minute walk and
ends in the hopes that they can make the entire run in 10 minutes.

We run every Wednesday (weather permitting) and the children have
improved their time consistently. We either run a half mile or a full mile;
with our quickest times of a 5:23 half mile and an 11:21 mile. 

This is completely free and we are fortunate to have our counselor,
Logan, teach us tactics for warm up and endurance training. Logan is a
senior runner on Bishop Kenny’s cross country team and its track and
field team. 

Keep up the good work, Run Club! We are looking forward to the
challenge of the school age run in December at Bishop Kenny.

Hurricane Relief 
by Adriana Giles

After watching the aftermath of all the severe hurricanes, we as Catholic
Christians decided to give back to others.  The students and staff at Christ
the King Catholic School showed their support to all those affected by the
storms by collecting over 2,000 dollars in one week. This money was
given to Catholic Charities. In addition, students wrote prayer intentions
for the victims. 

Do not forget to do good and share with others. Hebrews 13:16

CTK School – Thanks a bunch
Christ the King Faculty and Staff would like to thank the following:
The Knights of Columbus for always providing breakfast for our

Honor Roll students every quarter.  
To our volunteer coordinator, Mrs. Colleen Webb, FSA board and all

the volunteers!! Because of you our school is a better place. 

Thank you!!!

K of C crew:  Field Agent Terence
Mahoney, Family Directory Bruce Belet,

and GK Nick Klepac

Changes in the Religious Article Store

Recently there have been a number of changes with the school,
rectory and Religious Article Store. 

Following are some of the changes in the Religious Article Store. 
- Scrip will no longer be available in the store, but will be sold

outside the store on various occasions by school volunteers. 
- Honey Baked Ham certificates will no longer be available in the

store. Two weeks before a holiday they will be available for purchase at
the church entrance by the CKCCW.

- We will have a huge sale on various items from now until January
1. All books (except Bibles and Catechisms) will be $2.00. Huge price
reductions on various CDs & DVDs. 

- Any ministries needing special order items will have to fill out a
request form and be prepared for a wait of two weeks or more for
delivery. 

Christmas Raffle – 25¢ a chance
Drawing will be the weekend before Christmas.
Prizes include: A Fruit Basket $32.00, Walmart Gift Card, Olive

Garden Gift Card, Starbucks, and Panera Gift Cards

Stop by before and after scheduled Masses
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The Blessing of the Pets
by Adriana Giles

Christ the King Catholic School had their wonderful annual tradition,
The Blessing of the Pets, on Thursday, October 5, in honor of St. Francis
of Assisi. Big thanks go to Deacon George Barletta for the special cere-
mony he performed next to our elementary school building named after
St. Francis. We also want to thank all of the parents who brought their pets
for this special blessing.

National Junior Honor Society
(NJHS)

by Adriana Giles

The NJHS honors those students who have demonstrated excellence
in the areas of Scholarship, Leadership, Service, Character, and

Citizenship. These
characteristics have
been associated
with membership in
the organization
since its beginning
in 1929. This year
on Thursday,
October 19, Christ
the King Catholic
School had the
honor of inducting
the following
eighth graders to
NJHS:

Julliete Alraheb (president)
Laila Jean Bart
Peter Mahfouz
Gavin Meehan 
Khoi Nguyen
Sebastian Ortiz
Malia Palenik
Vivian Quach 
Emily Williams 

All these students pledged to continue holding the high purposes of
the NJHS, to be true to these principles, to be loyal to Christ the King
Catholic School and to maintain and encourage the high standards of this
society. 

Congratulations go out to our newly inducted eighth graders and to
their families.

School News
Christ the King Athletic

Department
by Sue Pietrusza

Fall sports have been rewarding for the athletes at Christ the King
Catholic School. This was our first year participating in the Catholic

Schools Cross
Country League.
Our students, as
well as a few
Morning Star stu-
dents on the team,
did well, earning
ribbons for placing
in the top 15 stops,
and medals for
placing in the top 5
in some races.
Overall, our Boys

Elite team placed fifth in the league, being the only Division 1 school
placing in the top 5. A HUGE thank you goes out to all of the parent sup-
port we received and to Coach Jordan Newberry and Coach Caroline
Vickery for their time and patience coaching over 40 runners!

Our boys’ basketball team finished the regular season undefeated and
moved on to the championship against St. Patrick’s, which was played at
Bishop Snyder High School on Monday, October 30th. Coach Elmo led
the team to a victory. The final score was 52 to 20.

The girls’ team ended the regular season with one loss. During the
playoffs, they advanced to the semifinals where they played a hard game
but were defeated by St. Matthew’s.

The All Conference game was held at Christ the King on November
2. Eighth graders Emily Williams, Gavin Meehan and Jacob Webb were
selected, as well as seventh grader Diego Dionisio and sixth grader Isabel
Dionisio.

Special thank you goes out to cheerleading Coach Rachel House for
helping the squad support the teams and show their school spirit.
Congratulations to all players and cheerleaders for a great season.

Mars Universal Challenge
by Suzette Gagnon

Our school is blessed to be the first STREAM school in the state of
Florida. So what does that mean for our students? First, our students get

a high quality sci-
ence, technology,
engineering and
math education.
But most impor-
tantly, they get an
education steeped
in our very rich,
Catholic faith his-
tory as well as a
creative art com-
ponent. Part of
this process is a
yearly STREAM

Universal Challenge for our middle-school students. This year our proj-
ect will be about engineering the means to colonize Mars. The students
will act as a NASA engineering division and will be tasked with engineer-
ing or creating the tools necessary for long term survival on Mars (one
year). The students will do background research, prepare a problem pro-
posal, develop criteria and constraints for the project as well as a payload
space budget. Finally the students will present their projects to compete
for the best project.

To start this process, we had a day of “Mars science work” to intro-
duce the students to the history of science supported by the Catholic
church; simulated working and using tools in space using leather gloves
and helmets!; cooked and sampled “space food”; meditated on the vast-
ness of the universe; underwent an interview to become an “astronaut”
and finally brainstormed what we needed to pack for the trip. To top off
our introduction to this amazing journey, the entire middle school packed
into two buses and went to Kennedy Space Center to learn more about
NASA’s mission to Mars. The students had an exciting day of investiga-
tion and learning. The day was too short, but the learning has just begun!
Look for our final project presentations at our Christ the King Earth Day
Science Festival on April 20, 2018. 

A Big Surprise
by Adriana Giles

On Wednesday, November 1, one of our military families got a big
surprise. During the last hour of school, all teachers and students assem-
bled to congratulate the boys’ basketball team for winning the basketball

championship, but that
was not the only sur-
prise of the afternoon.
Three of our students
also got to see their
father, Navy First Class
Petty Officer Joseph
Swain for the first time
in many months. Petty
Officer Swain had been
deployed in Afghanistan
for a year and came
home unannounced to
surprise his three daugh-

ters: Abigail in 7th grade, Hailey in 4thgrade, and Rebecca in
Kindergarten. Words cannot describe the wonderful scene that our entire
school got to experience. If you want to see the video please go to
YouTube and type on the browser: CTK live.

Welcome back home Petty Officer Joseph Swain and thank you for
your service!!
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by Jackie Comstock

Time and talent, thought, planning and prayer went into the new glass
mosaic, Halo Cross, which frames the original crucifix in our newly
remodeled chapel. 

God definitely
had a plan which
unfolded in order
to use the existing
crucifix as a
portable cross
during Lent for
veneration of the
cross. Inspiration
came to create a
Halo Cross which
would remain in
the chapel while
the crucifix was
removed.  The goal was to create a mosaic design that would compliment
the existing mosaic of the tabernacle. Pat Setser
suggested asking L’Arche Jacksonville if they
would accept the challenge of creating this
mosaic using glass rather than tile, but using the
same colors.

Nora Ramirez Santa Maria, designer
extraordinaire, and Maureen Risos, mosaic
sculptor, accepted the challenge to create in a
medium that they had not tried previously. They
made a small sample to show Father Boddie, and
he approved commissioning L’Arche for the job. 

Scott Setser, Pat’s son, volunteered to build
the wooden frame in which the mosaic would be
mounted. Scott and Nora designed the size and
dimensions of the cross, and Scott worked with
Mike Klima and Mike Cascone (our chapel

contractor) to design the anchors and supports in order to hold the heavy
crucifix in place on the Halo Cross. Scott estimated twenty-seven hours of
time in the building of the frame.

Nora moved to Jacksonville seven years ago from Venezuela, where
she was employed as a licensed architect. With her architect’s eye, she
engineered the design, beginning with a pinpoint, making the rays
explode in colors from that center point. Nearing completion, two sections
had to be added to prevent two of the blue colors from being too strong
for the overall design. Divine intervention led them to add two colors in a
light cream tone in a position on the cross that would portray the hands
and arms of Jesus, open to the chapel visitors.

Each day for thirty days approximately
four to five hours a day one Core member
would sit and help Maureen as she
meticulously chose the correct color of
glass and hand cut it to fit its planned
position. Robert polished the grout and
glass at the end making it shine brilliantly
in showers of color. Before the procedure
began, members and staff wrote prayers on

the wood which lies
beneath the glass rays.
Each Core member
signed the back of the
cross imprinting their
love and their signature
for posterity.

The L’Arche staff
and members want this contribution to the chapel to
say “thank you” to Father Boddie and all the
parishioners of Christ the King for the many years of
dedication, support and love shown to the community
of L’Arche. 

Enjoy the Halo Cross with the story of its inception
and completion as you meditate on the passion of Our
Lord.

Halo Cross

by Jeanie Wilks

Veterans’ Day brings to the forefront the many who have served
throughout our history to protect and defend the United States of
America. 

When one looks at the numbers, it is an amazing realization.
As of 2015, only 0.4 % of the American population is active

military personnel and looking at living veterans, 7.3% of the
population has served at some point in their lifetime.  

We dedicated and maintain a Missing Man Table in the gathering
area of Christ the King to remember those who are missing or have
never returned from their service. 

Alongside, is a table with a book in which names are listed by
families and it continues to grow! 

There is also an easel for pictures of those currently on active duty
in the military which we encourage families to add to so that we can
envision those we pray for as they continue to protect our freedoms,
including the freedom to worship.

Remember.......
Blake Pauley, US Navy
Theodore (Ted) Bezaire (Wilks), US Navy
Ethan Yates, US Army
Logan Haggerty, US Navy 
Ashley Wilson, US Army 
Josh Klepac, USAF
Brad Klepac, USAF
Leigh Irwin, US Marines
Morleh Sokasgbo, USAF
Tony Austin, US Marines
Anthony Fenton, US Marines
Airman Cleary, National Guard
William Whisenant, USN
Stanley Bouchard, USN
Joey Dioso, USN
Wesley Norton, US Army
Melissa Haines, USN
Shelby Holden, USN/USM
Don James Hewitt, USN

Justin, US Army ranger
Dang Nguyen, USN
Zackery Parker, USAF
John ( Puggy) Beganyi, US Army
Kevin Barth, USN

Also, please remember our first responders who are our first line of
defense here at home.......

FIRST RESPONDERS 

Matthew Fortney, Police officer
Vincent Bruno, Fire Fighter 

Our Military 
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