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The mission of  Christ the King Courier is to provide our Christ The King Family with information and news regarding our faith and
parish ministries. The goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the ministries of our parish in the hope
that people can use this information to bring them closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two
of  God's many gifts, and through Christ the King Courier parishioners can share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King
Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message
of the Gospel of Christ.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as
exemplifying the content and character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility,
gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.  The Lord has
forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in
your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to
refuse articles, poetry, advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials
submitted for publication.

Father Boddie -
God’s blessings on you and
thank you for all you do in

the service of God.

Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of your Ordination
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Letter to a Friend Editor’s 
Corner

by Sister Jane Stoecker, SSJ
General Superior

On April 2-7 the Sisters of St.
Joseph gathered at the
Motherhouse in St. Augustine for
their Chapter of Affairs and
Chapter of Elections. Sister Lynn
Jarrell, OSU, facilitated our days
continually reminding us of the
importance of our prayer, discern-
ment and appropriate conversa-
tions over these days of planning for
the future and electing leadership for
the next four years. The days could be
identified by a Spirit of peace and attentiveness.

Our Chapter of Elections opened on Friday afternoon with elections
for congregational leadership beginning Saturday morning and conclud-
ing by early afternoon. The newly elected leadership team for the next
four years are as follows: Sister Kathleen Carr (General Superior), and
Sister Ann Kuhn, Sister Stephanie Flynn, Sister Suzan Foster and Sister
Carol Stovall as the four Councilors. They will be installed as the new
leadership team on July 31 on the feast of St. Ignatius Loyola.

The congregation asks that you continue to pray for their new leaders
who have been called to lead our congregation into the future. May they
be blessed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit as we move towards Pentecost.
May God be honored and glorified through their zeal and love of the con-
gregation and all their plans and endeavors!

New Leadership for the
Sisters of St. Joseph
of St. Augustine, FL

(Left – right)
Sister Carol Stovall, SSJ; Sister Suzan Foster, SSJ; 
Sister Kathleen Carr, SSJ, General Superior Elect
Sister Ann Kuhn, SSJ; Sister Stephanie Flynn, SSJ

by Jim Medley

My friend, you tell me you don’t see any reason to pray because you
never get what you pray for. Don’t feel bad. Jesus didn’t get everything
He prayed for.

In Matthew 26:39, Mark 14:36, and Luke 22:42 Jesus prayed that he
not have to suffer crucifixion. In Luke 22:32 Jesus prayed for Simon and
in chapter 17 of John’s gospel, He prayed for all of His followers. Yet
Peter denied Him three times. Judas betrayed Him and Thomas was unbe-
lieving.

We are told to ask and we will receive, to seek and we will find, and
to knock and the door will be opened. So if we ask God, He will give us
what we ask for, if we seek, God will give us what we are looking for and,
if we knock, He will let us in. God has given us His Word. However, we
must always seek to do the will of God.

The people of Judea prayed for a Christ, a savior. However, when He
came to them He wasn’t what they expected, so they rejected Him. They
wanted a savior who would conquer their enemies and make them pros-
perous.

When we pray maybe we reject what is given to us because it isn’t
what we want. Jesus prayed a lot and so should we. Jesus even taught us
the Our Father. Pray more and you will worry less. 

Your friend, Jim

by Carol-Ann Black

I believe that the theme for this
issue could be declared Joy.
Consider our various topics - the
40th anniversary of Father Boddie’s
ordination; Martin Ibeh’s ordination
to the priesthood; celebration of
Christ the King’s history with a story about our Parishioner
Extraordinaire, Al Martin. What could be more joy-filled than the priest-
hood of our devoted friends and the sharing of the Catholic faith by Al
over many, many years in the company of his own family and his parish
family? These are filled with joy of accomplishment and participation. I
hope that you find joy in reading about these events.

The young people of the parish have a major portion of our space ded-
icated to their activities. The school was super busy with academic chal-
lenges and social events. The youth group, under the enthusiastic leader-
ship of Lauren Hogue, participated in their spring retreat and announced
plans for their summer activities - mostly directed to missions of mercy
for neighbors in Jacksonville. Watch for the next time they go on retreat
and plan to attend the 5:00 p.m. Mass on the Sunday of their return.
Participate in their joy at that time. Truly awesome.

Memorial Day this year is remembered by Paul Ghiotto in his article
about the Veterans Memorial Wall in Jacksonville - so close to home and
yet so unrecognized by most of us. Be sure to read this one.  And when it
comes to remembering, be sure to keep in your prayers those teachers at
CTKS who are retiring this year after long service. Adriana Giles’ articles
will give you the particulars. 

Special prayers must be reserved for Lucille Guzzone who retires this
summer after twenty-one years as our parish Director of Religious
Education. Paul’s term extraordinaire should follow her title too. Lucille
Guzzone, CTK DRE Extraordinaire.

Finally, I must confirm the rumors that I will retire as editor of Christ
the King Courier. It has been a fun ten years working with the remarkable
Courier staff, but I will also be relocating to the Atlanta area to be closer
to one of my sons and his family. Editor is a job that won’t work well
from a remote location. But I might be convinced to act as a foreign cor-
respondent.  What will life in a whole new neighborhood, in a new parish
(Church of the Good Shepard in Cumming) be like? We shall see.

Anyone got their hand up to be editor??? Every ministry needs a head,
and Courier is no exception to the rule. Courier is a unique feature among
the churches in the diocese. It’s fun to stand out. Who knows what shape
or form a new editor might give to Christ the King Courier? Consider the
adventure. 

by Bernie Klepac

Do you Shoparoo? Turn your shopping receipts into donations for our
school! If you have a smart phone, you can help our school. Using the
camera on your smart phone, take a picture of the receipt when you buy
something. That’s it, taking a photo of the receipt when you buy almost
ANYTHING, you can help support Christ the King Catholic School! 

The first step to effortless giving to our school is to download the
Shoparoo app from Apple Store or Google Play Store to your smart
phone. Tap to install, and open it and it will ask for what school do you
want to support. Locate Christ the King Catholic School, Jacksonville,
Florida. You can start supporting our parish school, right away. You can
even select which classroom or student you would like to tribute your
submissions to be attached. The classrooms could compete for the most
points or tickets. In lieu of points, tickets are received and submitted each
month for a thousand dollar drawing. All the Shoparoo schools are
entered into the monthly drawing. In addition, once our school accumu-
lates 25,000 points, a check is issued to Christ the King Catholic School.
So when you buy something, no matter what, tap the Shoparoo app, click
camera, take a photo of your receipt and click done; This is a free and
easy way to contribute to the school year round with  little effort on your
part needed. So, the question is, will you Shoparoo? 

Hassle-Free Fundraising
to support our parish school
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by Deacon Martin Ibeh

A couple of weeks ago, some of my brother
deacons and I thought about the images we
would use for our priestly ordination prayer
cards. The deacons came up with different
beautiful images, including icons of “Christ the
Good Shepherd,” “Christ the High Priest,”
“Beautiful Hands of a Priest,” and sacred
vessels and vestments. I loved all of them, yet I
struggled to figure out the particular one that
would most illustrate an image of my personal
vocation. Then I prayed for divine inspiration
and direction.

The image that came to me in prayer was
quite unusual. It was an image of a heart
attached to a cross. The wood of the cross
appears dead, but the cross sprouts beautiful
leaves that are alive and flourishing. At the top
right of the cross is the Holy Spirit in the form
of a dove kindling a fire with its flame blazing
out of the heart. A friend who saw the image felt
that it did not portray anything about priesthood.
He suggested something different, an explicit
symbol for priestly ordination. That sounded
right. Yet, surely, he didn’t see what I saw; he
didn’t know what I know about my choice of an
image. He didn’t understand what the Spirit had
revealed to my heart. 

A few days later, I ran into an elderly priest
who has faithfully served the Church in priestly
ministry for over fifty years. We were in the
middle of our conversation when the priest said
to me, “Ah, your big day is right around the
corner! Are you excited? With a bright smile, I
answered, “yes,” almost loudly. He paused,
gazing into the distance. I felt he was not
impressed with my positive response. He sipped
his coffee and nodded with a wry smile. “I felt
the same way fifty years ago,” he continued,
“when I was preparing for my ordination. Well,
we shall see if you’ll continue to feel the same
excitement after the first two years of your
ordination. I guess it is the same in all vocations
in life. The feeling of euphoria which greets
couples on the day of their wedding does not
always last. It tends to go away after a certain
amount of time. Such an emotion is like a
morning mist. It swiftly vanishes as soon as the
morning sun rises, when they discover that life
is not all roses. It is joy, the fruit of the Holy
Spirit, which will not go away from the heart of
those who have it. The virtue of joy is like a tree
with a strong root. It holds up even in the
toughest storm, because it is not a feeble fruit of
the flesh but an enduring fruit of the Holy
Spirit.” 

“As you prepare for your priestly ordination,
many people will be on your side. It brings
excitement to the heart when you know that the
people are with you. This is a good thing. Yet,
remember that tomorrow you may meet those
who, instead of complimenting you, will
criticize and express their strong disapproval of
your ministry. When you are met with such an
attitude that tends to act counter to excitement,
will you still be excited? Today, many are
sending you gifts and best wishes cards. These
are encouraging and caring gestures of support.
Yet, keep in mind that tomorrow you may meet
those who will write letters to your bishop
against you. When you find this attitude in your
path, will you still be excited? Today many are
calling you on the phone, offering help,
accompaniment, and encouragement. This, too,
is a welcome act of kindness. Yet remember that
in the future, some may ignore you and pay
more attention to some younger and more
vibrant priests. There may come a time when
you will sit in the lonely rectory like ‘an owl in
the wilderness.’ 

“When you pass through this sort of ‘dark
night,’ feeling abandoned by your friends and
even by God, will you still be excited?
Following your ordination, myriads of friends
and families and faithful people of God will line
up coming to you to receive a blessing. After
that exciting moment of conferring blessings,
remember that you may run into some persons
who will see you and sneer at you (cf. Psalm 22:
7), and draw their children back from being with
you, simply because you wear the Roman collar.
I know of a priest who was once confronted at
the airport. His attacker ran up to him and asked,
‘Are you one of the Roman Catholic priests who
prey on defenseless innocent children?’  When
you encounter this kind of anticlerical
sentiment, will you still have the same
excitement as you have now?” 

True, the prospect of being called “Father”
brings certain excitement and makes you stand
tall. Tomorrow you may meet people who will
tell you how wonderful you are and how happier
and more productive you would become as a
biological father. When they hurl you
compliments and try to seduce you out of the

vocation into a ‘romantic vacation,’ will you still
be as exuberant as you are today? For nearly
twelve years, you are “confined” to the walls of
the solitude and the seminary. Today, like a
butterfly, you are emerging from your “cocoon”
gearing up to face the “real” world, to encounter
popular culture, the fads of false freedom and
the pursuit of superficial pleasure. Now, the
observing eyes of seminary formators will no
longer be set on you; you will no longer live
with angst and fear of being kicked out of the
seminary. You have made it! You are now
inhaling ‘the sweet smell of success.’ 

“However, keep in mind that you will meet
people, including a certain minority of defiant
clerics who hold the belief that celibacy is a
problem in the Church, a serious obstacle to
deep spirituality. They will bluntly tell you that
it is a meaningless, impractical, outdated, and
burdensome dogmatic discipline which has no
biblical grounds for upholding it. As you feel
elated today, think of some priests who felt the
same excitement, but over time felt depressed
and despondent about priestly life. Before long,
they loosened their collars, flung away their
clerical attire, and cursed the day they received
their call to the Holy Orders. Certainly, you are

aware of many priests and consecrated men and
women who have given up the vocations, just as
you know of many who break up in marriage
soon after their honeymoon years. I think of one
priest, who after three years of ordination, left
the priesthood protesting that he didn’t find the
freedom and companionship for which he
longed. Another left the vocation and the
Church after twenty years of serving as a
religious, regretting that he was very naïve and
religiously fanatical when he entered the Order.
He stressed that he had been liberated from the
‘shackles of dogmatic slavery and narrow-
mindedness.’ 

“My dear Deacon Martin, it is normal and a
good thing that you feel excited at the prospect
of your ordination to the priesthood. As you
progress in the pastoral ministry, bear in mind
that your mind will be more and more exposed
to different lifestyles and belief systems in what
is proposed to be the ‘real world.’ There may be
a time when the cloud of doubt and the dust of
desolation will billow in your mind. When that
time comes, do you think you will still feel just
as excited for the radical demands of
faithfulness and sacrifice in your choice of
vocation? I don’t mean to strike fear into you! I
mean to sensitize you with respect to the grim
reality of our world. Ponder all these things!
They will help you to keep the right perspective,
to be prepared for the challenges of tomorrow.”   

As the wise priest continued his litany of
possible discouraging and demoralizing
situations in the vocation, I stood speechless
gazing at him. I thought of the image for my
ordination card. The sacred icon serves as a
reminder of God’s prevailing power in my life,
especially when I shall face the “crosses” and
“dark nights” that accompany the call. 

How long will my excitement last? How
long will my vocation to priesthood endure?
Well, I trust that it is the Lord of my vocation
who called me to this ministry of service. I have
responded wholeheartedly to the call. The Holy
Spirit has set my heart on fire and it cannot be
extinguished. The flame is blazing. I can feel its
power within the center of my being. My
priestly vocation is a path that the Blessed Lord
Jesus has marked out for my life. I cannot depart
from it. It is an endless path that leads me to the
endless Reality, Jesus Christ. My excitement
does not come from any pomp and prestige in
the priesthood. It does not come from people’s
applause and praise. It does not well up from the
waning glory of this world. Rather, my joy
comes from the power of the Cross of Calvary;
it comes from the Paraclete, pouring forth upon
me and within me. 

My courage rests in the assurance that the
grace of the vocation is with me. The Holy Spirit
will not abandon me. “Now I know victory is
given to the anointed of the Lord” (Psalm
20:6a). I am confident that the fire of the Holy
Spirit will continually burn in my heart,
refreshing my zeal and guiding my heart to
delight and persevere in the right path. When the
Spirit of God sets you on fire, you can’t stop
blazing; you can’t stop loving, and you can’t
stop serving. When you truly love, you can’t tire
in making sacrifices for the good of the one you
love. It was this fire of the Holy Spirit that was
in the heart of Job. Even though he did not know
why God allowed him to experience severe
suffering, Job continued to hold on to his faith,
in times of prosperity and affliction (Job 2:10).
It was this divine fire which was enkindled in
the heart of Jeremiah that kept him steadfast.
The pain of persecution was heavy upon him,
but the irresistible fire burning within his heart
was so strong that he could not refrain from
proclaiming the Word of God (Jere 20:9). 

Heart On Fire

continued on next page
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St. Peter shared with his fellow apostle Paul
an awareness of what was truly involved in lov-
ing Christ. Thus, St. Paul writes, “[T]o me life is
Christ, and death is gain” (Phil 1:21). St. Peter
resolves to follow and serve Christ, for He alone
has “the word of eternal life” (John 6:68). It was
this divine fire which was ignited in the heart of
Mother Teresa of Calcutta; she poured out her
life like a “libation” to love and serve the poor
without boundaries. She joyfully devoted her
life in cleaning sores and maggot-infested
wounds of the most afflicted whom she referred
to as “Christ, in His most distressing disguise.”
The divine flame transformed her heart and
mind so much so that she could see and perceive
what was hidden from the “wise and prudent” of
this world. She would not be repulsed by the
foul odor of the wounds of the sick; rather, she
was attracted by the aroma of Christ’s presence
in them. Her “inner nose” didn’t perceive their
stinky bodies, but rather the fragrance of
Christ’s precious blood poured out to redeem
and heal their wounds. The heart of St.
Maximilian Kolbe (designated as the “Patron of
Our Suffering Century”) was also on fire for the
Lord and for priestly ministry. No wind of per-
secution, imprisonment, and death was able to
put out the flaming fire of love, spiritual fervor,
and sacrifice in his heart.  
Like a soldier setting out for deployment,

I’m moving into a world which is replete with
many wonders and blessings and many conflicts
and contradictions. I acknowledge my weakness
and ponder how I will remain faithful to my call
in the midst of the compelling culture which
challenges and tries to discourage obedience and
holiness in a life of faith. I realize my inadequa-
cy and think of how I can stand true and fervent
in my vocation in a culture that campaigns for
its own autonomy from God’s moral principles.
How could I hold my joy and peace in the midst
of the rumbling sound of storms of trial along
the path to life? I understand that the journey is

not going to be completely smooth and calm.
The journey of life in this world is subject to
many roadblocks and adversities. There will be
moments of storms, times of war and sorrow. 
I know there will be tempests that will rock

me, waves that will threaten to sweep over me.

There will be ups and downs along the road of
life. Difficult and challenging seasons will
come. Time will come when it will seem that my
beloved Lord turns away from me. The Master
may permit that I receive humiliation rather than
honor, rejection rather than recognition, pain
rather than pleasure. At that time, the demands

of love will beckon to me. When that time
comes, I pray that the Blessed Lord Jesus, who
is my strength and my “sufficiency,” may pro-
tect me from desperation and despair. Whatever
the Lord permits me to experience along the
way, I know He walks with me. I’ll keep my
eyes fixed on Him. 
The author Thomas a Kempis reminds me

that “a valiant lover stands his ground in temp-
tations, and yields not to the crafty persuasions
of the enemy.” I have learned the secret of peace
and joy. I have learned the key to victory over
the forces of darkness. Life is not in my hands
but in the Lord’s. When things do not go my
way, I praise God and pray for the grace to
always accept God’s way. I have learned that
prayer is to my soul what breathing is to my
body. To stay alive and faithful in the sacred
service, I need to breathe in prayer, drink prayer,
eat prayer, and allow prayer to consume me. I
must cultivate and savor constant communion
with the Lord, the source of grace. I take com-
fort in God’s merciful love, in His unfailing pro-
tection, as I consciously seek every moment to
live in His holy presence. I ask for the grace not
to slide into the pit of spiritual slumber, but to be
awake in prayer and in service of charity (cf.
Matt 26:41). May I seek nothing more than what
is eternal, nothing more than what is pleasing to
my Savior, nothing more than what leads me to
Him. May I cling to my Lord Jesus rather than
to the world, for the lure of the world’s false
love and surface excitement will collapse. But,
the Lord is ever strong, ever faithful, and ever
abiding in true love, and excitement in and with
Him endures forever in joy. 
Lord, may no created force quench the fire

which your Holy Spirit has enkindled in my
heart. Speak to my soul so that the flame of your
love and joy in my heart may blaze out ever
more intensely until it consumes every fiber of
my being.

Heart On Fire

Monsignor Danaher: A Memoir
Submitted by Emma Duncan

February 21, 2018
Father Timothy Cusick’s Corner 
Holy Family Catholic Church

Thursday, March 1, was Monsignor Mort Danaher’s 65th anniver-
sary of ordination to the priesthood. In honor of this occasion, we asked
him to share some thoughts about his life:
Monsignor Danaher’s father, Matt, came to New York after graduat-

ing from college in Ireland, not long after the Great Irish Famine. He
joined the Army during the First World War and was sent to Jacksonville
for basic training; he liked the area, especially all the pine trees.
Following the war, he made a return visit to Ireland, where he met his
future wife, Nora Daly. Married in 1920, they had nine children together;
young Mortimer was the sixth child. His brother, Monsignor Leo
Danaher, was the founding pastor of Sacred Heart parish on Jacksonville’s
Westside, as well as Our Lady Star of the Sea parish in Ponte Vedra
Beach. All of Monsignor Danaher’s siblings, including Leo, have passed
on; he’s sure that they are all saying, “What’s keeping him?”
As he discerned his vocation while at the Jesuit College in Ireland,

Mort Danaher realized that he was being called to go abroad; there was a
surplus of priests in Ireland, and, he says, “I wanted to be in a place where
I had to work”! Around this time, Archbishop Joseph Hurley visited the
college and told the students about the situation in Florida: very few
priests, and more Catholics moving there every week. (At the time, there
were three Catholic churches in Jacksonville.) Archbishop Hurley
impressed him and invited him to come to the United States; he agreed,
attending St. Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore, with over 400 other seminar-
ians. (It was the largest seminary in the world at the time.)
Father Danaher was ordained a priest by Archbishop Hurley at St.

Mary’s Church in St. Petersburg on March 1, 1953. After a stint at St.
Anthony’s parish and Central Catholic High School (now known as St.
Thomas Aquinas) in Fort Lauderdale, he was sent to the Catholic
University of America in Washington, D.C., for his Master’s in Education
and Administration. Upon completion of his degree, he was appointed

President of Bishop Kenny High School here
in Jacksonville, a position he held for
eleven years.
When he was first ordained, the

Diocese of St. Augustine covered
almost the entire state of Florida, but in
1958 it was divided into two, with
Miami becoming an Archdiocese. The
few priests remaining in northern
Florida had to take multiple assign-
ments; in Monsignor Danaher’s case,
that meant becoming Superintendent of
Catholic Schools in the diocese and, in
1959, founding San Jose parish.
After nineteen years at San Jose,

Bishop Tanner asked Monsignor Danaher
to become pastor of Christ the King parish
in Arlington. After twenty years there (during
which he established the St. Vincent de Paul Society
here in Jacksonville), he retired to the Baymeadows area in order to allow
the new pastor of Christ the King to find his way without interference.
This pastor, Robert Baker, is now the Bishop of Birmingham, Alabama.
So, in 1997, Monsignor Danaher came to Holy Family and has been

helping out ever since. Monsignor Logan, who succeeded him as
President of Bishop Kenny, was pastor at the time; a few years later,
Father Greg Fay became pastor here and is now the pastor of the parish
Monsignor Danaher had founded, San Jose.
In conclusion, Monsignor Danaher said, “The reason I am telling you

all this is that it is a great vocation. I have enjoyed the 65 years, good and
bad, ups and downs, and will always love the priests and the people.” He
reminds us to pray the Rosary, serve the poor (he still assists at the soup
kitchen downtown), visit the sick, and invite others to church (as he says,
when we go to the Judgment, Jesus will ask us “Who’d you bring with
you?”). Ad multos annos, Monsignor. May the Lord continue to bless you
abundantly – and through your ministry, us!
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by Paul Ghiotto

Most people who know me know that I’m a retired National Park Service ranger. In nearly thirty-five
years working with the NPS in its historic sites I opened and closed a lot of park buildings and grounds.
Usually, visitor centers and the like closed about 5:00 p.m. and the grounds around dusk. At no time,
however, were visitors allowed to roam the park afterwards.
As a result, especially during the wee hours of Adoration weekend, as I sit in the pew and gaze at the

scene of the Last Supper on the altar, I’ve found myself asking the following questions: 1) Who operated
the Garden of Gethsemane? 2) Was there a Jerusalem Parks and Recreation department? 3) If so, were
there any posted signs announcing hours of operation? 4) How did Judas know where Christ and three
of his apostles were? 5) Were there any street lights or other illumination in the park? 6) Unless one
visited with the Son of God was it safe to be in the Garden so late at night? I mean, who else was in that
place at night if it was not closed to the public after, say, 7:00 p.m.? But I digress. 
A lot of us have been in the church’s Sacred Heart Chapel for Mass, Daily Adoration, and other

events. Did you know that the free space in the recently-renovated chapel was made larger in order to
accommodate funerals and weddings? Usually at these times the Chapel is exposed to a whole cacophony
of sounds from the outside world intruding into the rites being held inside. (e.g. ambulance and police
sirens, landscaping machine rumblings, car horns blasting)

If one wants to experience the Chapel at its quietest then one has to
attend Nocturnal Adoration on the first full First Friday/First Saturday
combo weekend. During each hour of adoration a variety of passages from
texts are read aloud, rosaries said, Divine Mercy Chaplets read, etc.
However, during the periods of silent meditation scattered throughout each
hour the Chapel becomes eerily quiet! Indeed, it can be so quiet that it seems that the statues inside come to life. The
adoration hours of 3 – 4 a.m. and 4 – 5 a.m. can be especially spooky because by then road traffic has disappeared and
most everyone has “hit the hay” for the night!
The idea of an hour before the Blessed Sacrament hearkens back to the time when Christ, Peter and the two sons of

Zebedee, James and John, were in the Garden of Gethsemane the night before He was crucified. The time period between
the end of the Last Supper and the time of Jesus’s arrest a few hours later is often referred to as the “Agony in the Garden”
and is remembered by those saying the first decade of the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary.
When Christ came back to the three, after He had spent some time away praying alone, He found them sound asleep.

After rousing them, He asked Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter
into temptation; the spirit indeed is willing but the flesh is weak.” (Matt. 26.40-41)
In the Catholic tradition,Matthew 26:40, is the basis of the Holy Hour devotion for Eucharistic adoration. Then

he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 
The tradition of the Holy Hour devotion dates back to 1673 when Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque stated that she had

a vision of Jesus in which she was instructed to spend an hour every Thursday night to meditate on the sufferings of Jesus
in the Garden of Gethsemane.
I invite everyone who reads this article to join with us and become a Nocturnal Adoration member. Our ranks have

become thinned over the past couple of years and new and extra blood – figuratively! – is needed.

Band Three – Richard and Dot Sollee and family – the Sollee family, out of Assumption parish is our featured group for this issue of the
Courier. It is indeed a family affair as Dick and Dot faithfully lead their hour of adoration each month with any number of their grown children in
attendance. Dick, a 1964 Bolles graduate, recently turned over his dental practice on Atlantic Boulevard in the St. Nicholas area, to his son, Arthur.
Another son, John, was ordained a Catholic priest on May 12 along with Martin Ibeh. Congratulations to both young men for their steadfast

devotion to God and his Church on earth!
Thank you, Sollee family, for your many years of worship with the CTK family!
Band featured in next Courier issue? Band Four led by dapper Al Martin. 

Nocturnal Eucharistic Adoration and 
Was the Garden of Gethsemane Really Open at 3:00 a.m.?

by Elisabeth Noble

God is with us even at the times when we feel most alone. Finding Him with us
on a daily basis builds our trust and meaning in all the rest of our lives. It impacts us
and our families, the children of our future, and our own impact on our world and our
communities.
What do we do daily to see Him in our lives and to bring Him to others? Finding

the beauty in the little things in our daily lives gives us a chance to renew our spiritual
growth. While we answer a spiritual calling to our career lives we also respond daily
in the kindness, caring, and prayer for the betterment of ourselves and others. In
essence, we become spiritual mentors for others.
Today we are faced and also blessed by the impact of social media, discernment

of learning opportunities, renewal of our faith through embracing a quality life and
also in saying no to opportunities which do not bear fruit and which impede our spiritual growth.
When someone asks us to respond to their moments of suffering, empathizing with their sadness, embracing opportunities, or aiding us in their

growth experiences we have a choice. We have a right to limit experiences which could stifle the good and well-established life choices we have built
for ourselves and our families. Finding a balance and embracing the amount of time and energy, which we continue to be blessed with, renews our
faith to shine our kindness toward others.
What can we do which is life giving on a daily basis? Being a role model, cheering up a family member, reaching out to a friend, providing

knowledge of Christ’s goodness in every life, building on values and giving a caring word, or taking an hour or more from time spent in social media.
Streamlining valuable time to embrace things which build us up and build our family ties. And sharing with others at church functions in which we
can deepen our meaning and relationships with God.
God gave us talents we can build on and share - a light within us which we can share with others and a family to build sharing moments with and

to strengthen. We are certainly blessed to have such a life-giving church and community.

How to Answer our Daily Calling and to
Encourage Others in It
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Trystan Joseph Aralar
Kayla Sophia Barnes
Seth Ean Bermudez-Smith
Madalyn Rae Bradley
Allison Rose Brannen
Adrianna Lisette Bundoc
Reagan Elizabeth Burge
Robert Zachary Burge
Kodi Michael Butterbrodt
Maylia Charleus

Ayla Kathleen DeWitt 
Alexandra Rose Lucia Drozdzowski
Chelsea Marie Duane
Gabriella F. Escobar-Milton
Camila Helen Giles 
Taila Rose Carmella Glaude
Caroline Ann Joiner
Aden Christopher LaFontaine 
Jake Bronson Lee
James Patrick McKeown

Benjamin Manuel Negron
Regina Maiz Raigosa
Andrew Benjamin Raye
Kevin Alexander Negron Salas
Silas Taylor 
Cheyenne Alivia Vause
Edward Joseph Wnorowski, IV

First Communion 2018

First Communicants

First Holy Communion 
by Lucille Guzzone

On May 6, during the nine o’clock Mass, twenty-seven of our parish children
received Holy Eucharist for the first time. The Spring morning sun shone on the
little ones as they processed into the church. The brightness of the day seemed to
amplify the purity of the whiteness of their clothing as they approached the
doors. As they entered, each child received a carnation which they placed in a
special vase at the foot of the altar. This gesture was a symbol of their special gift
to God, a way of giving back and acknowledging their gratitude to Him for this
special sacrament.

After they received Holy Communion, the children sang, “Jesus, My Lord.”
The congregation remained quiet as the children’s sweet voices filled the church.

The Mass ended with applause from families and friends who truly enjoyed
the blessed event that had just taken place.
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by Paul Ghiotto

When one leafs through past
histories of Christ the King parish
either in the bound 25 year or 50
year anniversary editions, or
perhaps in past editions of this
publication, one quickly realizes
that a lot of people over the years
have done some extraordinary
things to make our church
community the way it is.

One such person is Alfred J. Martin, Jr. If you’ve ever met Al and
talked with him you will never forget him. Al is a walking, talking
encyclopedia of Christ the King who has been a member of the parish
since August of 1956 when he and his wife, Frances, joined.

When asked, Al, an especially dapper 86-year-old, dutifully provided
the following biographical information. 

Al’s parents were Alfred Joseph Martin, Sr. and Sophia Faran Martin.
He was born in New Bedford, Massachusetts on April 30, 1932. Al had
one brother, Lawrence, since deceased. Like his brother he was both
baptized and confirmed at St. James Catholic Church in New Bedford.

Al was a student in New Bedford’s public schools and graduated from
New Bedford High in 1950 (despite almost quitting his senior year due to
his overly strict history teacher, Mrs. Duff!) But he made the grade despite
working several part-time and full-time jobs. 

Al worked at W. T. Grant department store assembling toys and
scrubbing floors during a Christmas break; on weekends during junior
year he delivered ice and oil; he delivered milk for a year; and during
summer breaks worked eight-hour days at the Aerovox factory and as a
stitcher and cutter at Universal Converting Company. 

Al had a very active school life competing in all kinds of sports, agate
(marbles) championships, school plays, and music classes (soprano). He
especially loved going to all the many dances held in town and meeting
all kinds of different people, especially the girls.

His plans for going on to college were met by his father’s warning that
he wasn’t college material and, besides, money was tight. Well, Al, just
shy of 18, showed his grit and determination by joining the U. S. Marines
in February 1951. Al was quickly hustled off to the beautiful resort island
of Parris Island, SC and his first training assignment where he quickly
made new friends, including a close buddy whose nickname was “DI.” 

After boot camp Al was
sent to the Naval Air
Technical Training Center
at Jacksonville Naval Air
Station, Florida, for eight
weeks of preliminary
aircraft maintenance
courses. His next
assignment at the same
base was thirteen more
weeks of training in his
specialty, Aviation
Electrician. A six-month
tour at Cherry Point Marine
Corps Air Station in North Carolina was followed by more experience
attached to the Naval Air Reserve Training Unit at main-side Jacksonville
Naval Air Station. (note: Both Al and another future CTK stalwart, the
recently-deceased Frank Becht, were both stationed at NATTC (Naval Air
Technical Training Center) at the same time but never met! 

As a plane captain Al was responsible for the maintenance of an F4U4
Corsair. Other aircraft he maintained were PBYs, Lockheed light fighter-
bombers, Thunderbird fighters, Panther jets, Banshee jets, SNJ Trainers,
P2V patrol craft, Bearcat fighters and a couple of Navy torpedo bombers.

In February 1954, not having enough military service time for a
Korean War tour of duty, he was discharged from active duty from the
2nd Marine Air Wing at Cherry Point with the rank of Staff Sergeant.
Later, in Jacksonville, Al served an additional four years with a Marine
Reserve air detachment located at Jacksonville Naval Air Station. (note:
my first memory of seeing Al at CTK was of him in civvies sporting his
Marine soft cover over a shaved head! – PG)

Shortly after being discharged Al landed a job in Jacksonville at the
new Prudential Insurance Company building. Because the women

working for Prudential in the mid-1950s (at
the location now occupied by Aetna on the
South Bank) outnumbered the men six to
one, it took Al and Frances Miller two years
to start dating. 

Al married Frances (Fran) Miller in
November 1955 in the rectory of St. Paul’s
Catholic Church in Jacksonville. This
location was necessary due to the fact that
Fran was a good Baptist. Frances used to get
a kick out of telling friends that when she
and Al left the rectory and entered the car to
go to their own reception the first words out
of Al’s mouth were, “I’m married (?) !” She
said, “Yes, honey. You’re married!” 

After two years of honeymooning on Dancy Street in Riverside, the
Martins moved to Arlington and Frances’ courtship with Christ the King
began. It was slow in the beginning, but after the first child was born
and baptized the family began attending church at Christ the King. After
six years with Al (!) she converted and was received into the Catholic
faith in the fall of 1961. She would not admit that Al had anything to do
with her conversion, but Al can recount the many times he caught her
reading the Sunday Visitor newspaper or the other Florida Catholic papers
that he brought home from church.

Fran became the record keeper for the Christ the King Women’s
Bowling League. All statistics had to be done by hand and she got a small
stipend that was enough for a washer and dryer. She was very active as a
volunteer for cooking and liked Bible Study. She loved to evangelize,
especially her Baptist friends. She embraced the Catholic faith with vigor
and encouraged priests to use their anointed hands for healing as the
Apostles did in Scripture. 

In addition to work in the insurance industry, being married, and
helping to raise three young children, Al somehow managed to find time
to attend the new Jacksonville University in Arlington where he also was
a letterman on the school’s first baseball and soccer (all-state
honors) teams! It took him several years but he graduated from JU in 1961
with a B. S. degree in Business.

Their marriage produced three children – Teresa Ann, Joseph
Lawrence, and Anne Marie. All three are proud graduates of both Christ
the King School and Bishop Kenny High School. The three children
have all done well in life thanks in large part to the parenting skills of their
parents. The three have produced a total of seven grandchildren and one
great grandchild. 

Except for one year in 1963 (Orlando) and three years from 1981 to
1984 when work took Al and Fran to Houston, Texas, the Martins were
very active in Christ the King ministries. Al says that Fran had this thing
about being in Christ the King, the church that Father Thomas Larkin
started. And every time Bishop Larkin and Frances met on special
occasions, she would say, “Remember, you baptized me!” And he would
reply, “Yes, and it took, didn’t it!”  

Al and Frances celebrated their 43rd wedding anniversary,
Thanksgiving Day, 1998, in the Baptist Hospital while Father Baker (later
Bishop) blessed the wedding rings and the couple renewed their vows. A
TV crew from Channel Four happened to be in the building and filmed the
vows. Father Baker remarked, “Marriage evangelization for 43 years:
how many people will see you on TV exchanging your vows?” 

On June 6, 1999, with Fran’s encouragement, even though she
was quite ill from cancer, Al finished the last course of study and earned
a Certificate for Ministry Formation through a program sponsored by the
diocese of St. Augustine after first earning the same certificate from the
Diocese of Galveston-Houston in 1992. 

Fran Martin died on July 7, 1999.
Al’s other religious endeavors over the years include Music Leader at

CTK, Holy Name Society Past President, head of the parish Volunteer
Services program, Confraternity for Christian Doctrine
(CCD) sixth grade instructor (15 years), Eucharistic minister, Lector, an
original member of the Nocturnal Adoration Society chapter since
1962, Queens and Kings past president, recipient of the Third Order
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Diocesan Retreat organizer, Lay Director
of Cursillo, and a member
of the
Diocesan Evangelization
Task Force.

In the Knights of
Columbus he has served
as Degree Past Faithful
Navigator of the Ponce de
Leon Assembly # 0648,
Fourth Degree Color
Corps Commander Ponce
de Leon Assembly
#0648, Co-Chairman first
and only Knights of
Columbus and Shriners Benefit Golf Tournament, Co-Chairman of the
100th anniversary in Jacksonville, July 4-7, 2002, of the Fourth Degree
Knights of Columbus Ponce de Leon Assembly #0648
Parade, Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Knights of
Columbus Council #4727 Past Grand Knight, Arlington Squires Circle #
2121 Past Chief Counselor (2009-2013), and the District Deputy (2005-
2007) of six councils in Jacksonville and surrounding areas.

As Grand Knight Al was a recipient of the Star Council Award from
Knights of Columbus Supreme Council as well as several other Florida
State and Supreme Council Awards. As a District Deputy,
Al received an award from the Florida State Deputy for initiating two new
Knights of Columbus Councils in consecutive years. Al was voted by the
Knights of Region II at the Annual State Convention in Orlando, Florida,
in May, 2009, to be a delegate to the 127thAnnual Meeting of the Knights
of Columbus Supreme Council, August 4-6, 2009, in Phoenix, Arizona.
The honor is voted each year to only two Knights at their Annual State
Convention. It is a paid trip for the delegate and his wife.  

Al believes in the saying that “God doesn’t always call the equipped,
but He equips the called.”

Meet Al Martin – Christ the King Parishioner Extraordinaire



Al claims that widows at Christ
the King can be matchmakers and
Ceil Kulas (deceased) was a good
example. She and husband Ed (both
now deceased), being active in
Knights of Columbus activities, knew
Fran and Al Martin for many years.
After Fran died, Ceil never missed an
opportunity at Knights’ dances to ask
Al to dance with Wanda Wojdat.
When Al played chauffeur for four
widows, Wanda being one, taking
them to see the annual Christmas

lights in St. Augustine in 1999, a budding courtship began. The two
had several things in common: Polish ancestry, Knights of Columbus
experiences, parishioners of Christ the King Parish and love of gardening.
The flames of love ignited and Al and Wanda Wojdat were married in
Christ the King Church, September 16, 2000. 

Wanda and Al attended many state and local Knights of Columbus
functions together. 

She was very active in our community with book appreciation at
Parkwood Elementary School and deputy of the voting precinct. She and
Al served breakfast at Holy Rosary Catholic School as part of the

Guardian Schools program for 15 years, served coffee and doughnuts at
Christ the King for several years, cooked hundreds of dinners at the W.
Thomas Larkin Council # 4727 for its Fourth Degree Assembly #0648
dinners and dances as well as meals at Christ the King functions. She also
loved to garden.

Wanda passed in March 2015.
Al says that now that he’s actively led so many organizations at Christ

the King, that he is content to simply participate and let others take the
reins. He advises new ministry leaders not to “reinvent the wheel” but to
take the time to learn from previous heads.

I’m sure that he will be one of the most active participants one can
find!

Thank you, Al Martin,
for all you and your fami-
ly have done for Christ the
King Church and School –
and especially the
Knights! May God contin-
ue to bless you and all that
you do. You are indeed a
parishioner extraordi-
naire!
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Meet Al Martin – Christ the King Parishioner Extraordinaire

by Bernie Klepac

Since 1918, women have answered the
call to serve proudly in the United States
Marines and the role of women in the
Marines has evolved and expanded. All
women Marines can look forward to the
future proudly, while never forgetting the
women who made this future possible.

In 1918, the Secretary of Navy
allowed women to enroll for clerical duty
in the Marine Corps. Officially, Opha May
Johnson is credited as the first woman
Marine. Johnson enrolled for service on

August 13, 1918; during that year, some 300 women first entered the
Marine Corps to take over stateside clerical duties from battle-ready
Marines who were needed overseas. The Marine Corps Women’s Reserve
was established in February 1943. June 12, 1948, Congress passed the
Women’s Armed Services Integration Act and made women a permanent
part of the regular Marine Corps.

In 1950, the Women Reserves were mobilized for the Korean War and
2,787 women served proudly.

According to the 2017 demographic report, women make up 8.3% of
the Marine Corps. They are integrated into nearly all Military
Occupational Specialties serving in 316 of 326 Military Occupational
Specialties of the Marine Corps. They serve globally and proudly carry on

the traditions of those first trailblazers as they continue to open doors for
future Marines to follow.  Info from WomenMarinesAssociation.org

I am a Cold War Veteran. I joined the Marine Corps, via Delayed
Entry Program in December 1979. Some people don’t realize there are
both male and female Marines.  In October 1980 I reported to Marine
Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island, South Carolina. Parris Island is the
only place in the world that females are trained as Marines. (MCRD San
Diego, California and Parris Island, South Carolina are where the male
Marines are trained.) 

This was the first time I was away from my family, having just turned
18 years of age. If you have ever seen the movie Private Benjamin with
Goldie Hawn, I imagine that’s what I must have sounded like to my fam-
ily. Much to the chagrin of my Senior Drill Instructor, Staff Sergeant
Corbin, I did persevere. (Yes, I still remember SSgt Corbin’s voice
reminding me, “Remember the girls that came before you to Boot Camp
and left Parris Island as MARINES!”) I graduated, earning my Eagle,
Globe and Anchor, the Marine Corps’ emblem, and the title United States
Marine. 

Ask any Marine, there is very little in their lives that will compare to
becoming a Marine. Maybe becoming a parent? I have the privilege of
both - parent and Marine. Although, being the parent of a Marine is OUT-
STANDING, too! I truly believe that joining the Marine Corps at an early
age (you can be 43 years old with a waiver) helped shape me into who I
am today. In boot camp, I encountered God in the blessings of a priest.
Although I wasn’t Catholic, I felt the desire to become one. Thirty-eight
years later, I am a proud Marine, a proud mom and a proud Catholic,
Semper Fidelis! (Always Faithful!)

Celebrating 100 Years of Women in the Marine Corps

by Carol-Ann Black

Each year the Mayor’s Victim Assistance Advisory Council sponsors
an awards luncheon to recognize individuals and organizations in the city
of Jacksonville that advocate and bring hope and healing to victims of
crime. This event was held this year on April 11 at the Main Library and,
I believe, served as a bit of an eye-opener for those of us who attended.
Unless we have been a crime victim ourselves, we have no idea of the suf-
fering that follows assault of all kinds, robbery, loss of a loved one to gun
violence and however many other ways we mistreat each other. Similarly,
it was very informative to learn of the many services available to victims
in order that they recover physically, mentally and legally from their trau-
ma.

Following welcome ceremonies, Father Boddie led the invocation and
we enjoyed an excellent buffet luncheon. Then came presentation of
awards for victim advocates (three of them) and an award for the most
courageous victim. With calm and poise this young woman stood before
us, shared a bit of her story and showed us that with the help of partici-
pating groups and individuals she is now able to manage her life quite
nicely. She encouraged anyone who has been a victim of violence of any
kind that it is never too late to seek help. It is available through the
Mayor’s Victims’ Assistance Advisory Council.

The Council’s motto for this year - Expand the Circle, Reach All
Victims - reminds us to care for and pray for all victims of violent crime. 

Expand the Circle, Reach All
Victims 

Lending Library
We now have a lending library which is
located in the gathering area, next to the

gift shop. Catholic books and other
informative materials are available for
parishioners to check out and to return
just like a regular library. If you have
any donations that you wish to share,

please notify Lucille Guzzone by leaving
a message at the rectory.
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Seder Meal 

Holy Week

Country
Store

The parish staff and pastoral
council were treated to an
authentic Seder Meal on Tuesday
eve of Holy Week.

Lenny Maiman and Sue Ann
Blumenthal from the Jacksonville
Jewish Community Center
prepared the meal, led the group
through the prayers, explained the
portions of the meal, types of food,
and sang songs of joy and
freedom.

Seder is a remembrance of the
flight of the Jews out of Egypt.

Lenten

Mission

Eucharistic
Congress



by Lucille Guzzone 

In 1997 I retired as a teacher from Sandalwood High School. I spent
thirty years in a classroom and was ready to change the direction of my
life. There would be no more books, no more tests, and no more grades to
average. But, one day during the early part of that summer, my friend, Al
Martin, called to say, “Hello.” Getting a little suspicious about the true
intention of his greeting, I waited for a moment, and after a few seconds
of complete silence, he hesitantly revealed the real reason for the call.

He was inquiring on behalf of Eli Shami, who was heading the reli-
gious education program, and who was not
yet a deacon, if I would be willing to teach
the Confirmation class at Christ the King
beginning the next school year. Of course,
that answer was an emphatic “no.” So Al
asked me to think about it and hung up. 

I began to rationalize about my hasty
decision, and my conscience began to nag
me. 

I was qualified, having earned my
undergraduate degree from a Catholic col-

lege. I spent many years in the classroom, and, as a parishioner of Christ
the King, I had been a practicing Catholic.

So, I took on the responsibility, and that Fall I returned to the class-
room. Teaching in a religious rather than secular atmosphere piqued my
curiosity, and I discovered that there was so much more to our Faith than
just going to Mass on Sunday. I learned along with the children and
became quite enthusiastic about the Faith once again. It was a renewal of
spirituality for me. During my time as a catechist, the Christ the King
School teachers usually took on the paperwork and leadership of the
reception of the sacraments for all the parish children. The CCD program,
which it was called back then, merely followed their lead. I could see then
that there was something that separated the public school kids from the
Catholic school students, and it really stood out to me after a particular
reception being held for the children who had just received First Holy
Communion. There were two cakes in the hall; one said,
“Congratulations, Christ the King School Children,” and one said,
“Congratulations, CCD.” There should have been one cake, a symbol of

all the children belonging to one class and to
one parish.

A couple of years later, having become a
permanent deacon, Eli left his position, and
recommended me to Father Thanh as his
replacement. I became Director of Religious
Education. 

This was a new role for me. I hit some
bumps along the way and made some mistakes. Father Thanh, however,
corrected my blunders, and under his leadership as our pastor, I quickly
learned to take on more and more responsibilities. I encouraged and wel-
comed overall school and parish togetherness. I attended bimonthly DRE
meetings at the Catholic Center, and studied at workshops and classes
offered by the Diocese. After a few years, I achieved a level five catechist
certification.

It is difficult saying good bye to working with the children of Christ
the King. They have been a blessing to me. There are so many great mem-
ories and some laughs along the way, like what to do with the fourth “wise
man” who showed up in costume at one of our Christmas plays and how
dear Betty Wheeler had to disguise her voice like a man to play St. Joseph
when our little actor did not show up at another presentation.

I made the right decision back then. Thank you, Al, for that long ago
telephone call which allowed me to become part of a special and impor-
tant ministry which is so very vital to the children of the parish.

Note: Three of our dedicated teachers are also retiring this year. They
are Jeanette Sullivan, Lindsey Collier, and Fernando Rodriguez.

Jeanette Sullivan was the Confirmation teacher for the last few years.
Jeanette did a remarkable job preparing her
class for the sacrament. 

Lindsey Collier, our first grade teacher, is
devoting her full time to completing her
study at UNF and earning her bachelor’s
degree.

Fernando Rodriguez is saying goodbye
after many years of sharing his deep spiritu-
ality and strong faith with our parish chil-

dren. He will now spend more time with his own grandchildren. 
Many thanks to all three for a job well done.
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“So Long, Children”
Religious Education

by Sandy Hill

Sandy was born and raised in a
small farming
community in
N o r t h e r n
Maine. She
has three
brothers and
two sisters.
From a young

age, she worked on her family’s
potato farm, learning the impor-
tance of family and hard work. The
small community she lived in was
primarily of Catholic faith and
going to church was a community
event. When the Catholic schools
were closed, the teaching nuns
were hired to work in the public
school system. Although she went
to a public school, all the nuns
made it feel like a Catholic school
education.

After graduating high school,
Sandy attended the University of
Maine at Presque Isle and received
her Bachelor’s Degree in Health,
Physical Education, and
Recreation. The cold weather took
a toll on her and in 1987 she moved
to Jacksonville, Florida. She
attended the University of North
Florida and expanded her teaching
certificate to include Elementary
Education. Sandy taught at
Woodland Acres Elementary

School for five years before inter-
viewing at Christ the King School.
In the year 2000, Janet Morton
hired Sandy as a first grade teacher,
working with Donna Pichardo.
Eighteen years later, Sandy is still
working at Christ the King School
as a part-time reading specialist. 

Sandy was married to her hus-
band Rick at Christ the King
Church 21 years ago. She has a
daughter named Monica who is a
Jacksonville Firefighter/Paramedic
and a grandson, Josiah, who is 9
months old. She enjoys the beach,
going to the movies, and spending
time with the family and friends. 

Recently, Father Boddie hired
Sandy to be the Director of
Religious Education for Christ the
King Church, replacing Lucille
Guzzone who is retiring from the
position. She’s excited about step-
ping into this position where she
can help our youngest Catholics
learn and grow in their faith. She
will be responsible for working
with the school to organize the
preparation for Sacraments of
Reconciliation, First Holy
Communion, and Confirmation.
She will maintain teachers for the
religious education program,
organizing children’s liturgy at the
9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass, along with
other Director of Religious
Education duties.

Religious Education
Sandy Hill

CHRIST THE KING 
Vacation Bible School 2018

July 16-20
THEME:

At last year’s VBS we became Earthkeepers and focused on
understanding and honoring the wonders of God’s creation. This year
we are going to be surprised by Jesus, discovering him more fully, and
as we do, we’ll understand how, “We are all one of God’s Wonders.”

PARISH INVOLVEMENT:
In preparing our theme a t-shirt design contest was held for the

middle schoolers at CTK School and CTK Religious Ed.  Parishioners
should be on the lookout for our five finalists, as we’ll be opening up
the final vote to you, the members of our parish. We want everyone
involved! 

In addition, last year we were very fortunate to have the support
of generous donations which helped us cover associated costs, provide
snacks for our volunteers, and sponsor families who needed financial
aid. If you are able to support VBS in any way, please contact Raine
Araya. There are many ways to help.

“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such
as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever
does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter
it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and
blessed them. - Mark 10:14b-16 



Page 12 Christ the King Courier June 2018
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Hello, my name is Lauren Hogue. I am
the Youth Minister here at Christ the King.
Today I want to share with you my vision
for the Youth Ministry program at CTK, and
ask for your help!

I have been doing youth ministry pro-
fessionally for almost eight years, and unof-
ficially since I graduated high school. What
I discovered over the years and through

working with many different groups, across the board there are a lot of
misconceptions about what youth ministry is, and what youth ministry
isn’t!

Youth group is not the same as another club to sign your kids up for,
or another activity like chess or soccer. There are no membership fees, and
no pressure to “stick with the program or get kicked out.”

Youth group is not Religious Ed Part 2. A lot of parents will say to me,
“Lauren, why should I sign my teen up for youth group, when they
already go to CCD or Catholic School?” I will answer that in just a few
paragraphs!

Youth group is not just a social
group where teens hang out.
Fellowship is a big part of what we do,
but that is not our focus.

Youth group is not a group like
Knights of Columbus or Ladies of
Charity with lifetime members. Youth
Ministry is a transitional ministry -
teens are part of our program for a
maximum of four years, and often,

after graduation, we wonder why they aren’t still part of the parish life.
That is something I want to address here at CTK.

Youth Ministry exists to help teens with the specific needs of their
faith journey, appropriate to their age and current struggles. Through
youth group, we work to meet teens where they are, and provide them
with the tools they need to grow as peo-
ple. From there, rather than a one-and-
done experience, youth group is meant
to be the bridge where teens learn how to
live as an adult in the Catholic Church,
and then provide them with connections
and build relationships that plug them
into the daily life of the parish communi-
ties.

I’m sure you have heard the phrase, “it takes a village to raise a child,”
and the same is absolutely true for Youth Ministry. Youth group is not
meant to be this “box” where we keep all the high schoolers, and no one
is allowed in or out - it is meant to be an integral part of parish life! High
schoolers aren’t just the future of the Church; they are part of the current
Church! I strive to treat them as such, and this is where I need your help.

I believe that each of us is called through our Baptism to grow the
Body of Christ, and that everyone can offer something to teenagers and
younger generations to help them on their faith journey. My vision for
Youth Ministry has volunteers of all ages, all vocations, all walks of life,
and with all sorts of gifts and talents.

For example, are you a good listener? Do you give good advice? You
might be a great person to be on our Core Team, who mentor the teens on
Sunday nights. Are you a good cook? One of the best things that brings
people together is a meal, which is why we provide dinner to the teens
before Youth group meetings every
Sunday. Are you a professional in
your trade? You could be a great con-
tact for career coaching for a teen.
Do you like building things or craft-
ing? Are you good at fundraising?
Do you like photography? Do you
enjoy playing sports? Are you a good
speaker or story teller?  If you have
hands, feet, and love Jesus, there is a
place for you in Youth Ministry! I want to bring your personal example,
of how you live your faith day to day, to these kids’ lives. 

If you are part of another ministry in the parish, I’d love to talk to you
about things that your ministry and youth group can do together! Ministry
is all about relationship building. And by fostering relationships between
our different groups, we can show teens
that they have a place in parish life, and
all the different ways they can live that
out.

I know a vision like this takes years
of work and prayer, and I know I can’t
do it alone. Please think and pray about
what I’ve said, and if you’re not sure
how to be involved but want to talk
about it more, please contact me! You
and I can brainstorm together!

Lastly, if you are a teen or know a teen who is not part of Youth
Ministry currently, I invite you to come check it out - parents, you are
always welcome too - I encourage everyone to give it a try at least once!
We have so much going on and so many events planned, I know there is
something for everyone to enjoy and benefit from!

Peace and God bless,
Lauren Hogue
lauren@ctkcatholic.com
412-445-6570

Youth Ministry

by Jeanie Wilks

The Missing Man Table which
sits in our CTK gathering area is a
symbol which is present at most
military gatherings and dining
areas.  It is there for us to pause and
to remember that many never

return home but that their sacrifice
and presence are not forgotten.

The table is not for writing, eat-
ing, playing or entertaining.  It
stands as an isolated reminder that
there is an empty place in some-
one’s world; a loved one missing
but not forgotten.

Following is the ceremonial
script that was read here at CTK
and across the world.

The table that stands before
you is a place of honor. In setting
this table, we acknowledge those
missing from our celebration
today. And we remember them.
(ring bell) 

The table is small, and set for
one - Symbolizing the vulnerabil-
ity of a lone prisoner against his
captors. Remember! (ring bell) 

The tablecloth is white -
Symbolizing purity of intention
in responding to the nation’s call
to arms. Remember! (ring bell) 

The Bible represents faith in a
higher power and the pledge to
our country, founded as one
nation under God. Remember!
(ring bell) 

The chair is empty, for they
are not here. Remember! (ring
bell) 

The wine glass is inverted -
They cannot toast with us this
night. Remember! (ring bell) 

The slices of lemon -
Reminding us of their bitter suf-
fering. Remember! (ring bell) 

The grains of salt -
Representing the countless tears

of the families. Remember! (ring
bell) 

The single red rose -
Reminding us of loved ones who
keep the faith awaiting their
return. Remember! (ring bell) 

The burning candle and yel-
low ribbon - Symbolizing ever-
lasting hope of a reunion with the
missing. Remember! (ring bell) 

Remember! - All who have
served alongside them; we who
have donned the same proud uni-
form, being sworn to the same
faith and allegiance - We will
never forget their sacrifice.
Remember! (ring bell) 

Remember! - Until the day
they return home, or find eternal
peace, we will remember. (ring
bell)

Remember
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Dreams of Jeanie
My first day of University, in my first theology class, 8:00 a.m. on a Thursday morning,

Father M. bustles into the room and exclaims,
“There is no God! – Psalm 14:1!”
The freshmen we were, we diligently and fearfully began to flip the pages of our Bibles

to find that Father M. was correct. 
THEN, he told us to back up one line. 
There we found the truth. 
“In the heart of the fool, there is no God.”
Father M. then explained that we should never allow someone to use the Bible or

anything else as a sword. 
Unfortunately, this tends to be the nature of human beings.  After being told some-

thing, we simply and emotionally accept it and continue the trail of misinformation rather
than going back to look for ourselves. 

Whether it be history, government, theology, literature or anything else, it is imperative
that we not succumb to fear or laziness and that we actually become “Doubting Thomas” for
a moment in order to seek the truth and to sort out the often complex nature of the truth.  One
can only imagine how perplexed Thomas must have felt when the disciples told him that Jesus
had been in the upper room after the crucifixion.

If people studied history and the works created in a particular time period BEFORE they judged
something improperly, we would possibly learn from the past rather than to recycle it in a new and anxious
fashion.

If people used quotes in proper context rather than as personal swords, there might be conversations instead of violence.
If people understood the cycle of civilizations, they might not have time to attack those who serve to protect our freedoms.
If people judged each individual based on their character and deeds rather than by any other standard there would be no cultural/religious preju-

dice, no racism, no anti-any because we would know and admit that every group has the good, the bad, and the worst as members but we would have
the vision to recognize them. 

It is time that we begin to seek the truth and to place things in proper context rather than to allow swords pulled out of context to destroy civiliza-
tion and us. 

Jeanie Wilks - President of Pastoral Council

“Play ball!” cried the umpire.
Baseball season is back and so is our annual outing to the Baseball

Grounds of Jacksonville!
This year’s outing will be Friday, August 10th.
We will have dinner at The Palm Terrace an hour before the game

through the first half of the first inning. The menu will be all you can eat
hamburgers, hotdogs, chicken, beans, cole slaw, pasta salad, cookies, tea,
and lemonade.

After dinner we gather to cheer our Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp to vic-
tory!

Afterwards are the Friday fireworks.
Reservations are $20 per person for dinner and the game.
You may purchase reservations in the parish office during business

hours or there will be several weekends where reservations will be taken
after Masses.

Checks may be made out to Christ the King with a note that it is for
the ball game.

Don’t forget we also have Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp/CTK t-shirts
that can be ordered. Sample shirts are in the parish office.

We look forward to seeing everyone on August 10 and sharing an
evening of family fun and fellowship.

The Boys of Summer
are back

Quantity Size    Please circle the Style
choice

______ XL          Crew neck           V-neck
______ L          Crew neck           V-neck
______ M          Crew neck           V-neck
______ S          Crew neck           V-neck

Name _____________________________
Phone ____________________________
Email _____________________________

Christ the King/Jacksonville
Jumbo Shrimp Official T-shirt

Order Form 
Please, bring order form and payment to the rectory office, or
place in a sealed envelope in the Sunday offering basket

marked: T-shirt order form. Checks made out to
Christ the King.

Shirts are $20 each.  Thank you for your support!  

Front                                Back
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by Nick Klepac, GK

K’Cees’ Bunco Night - Another
great Bunco night was held
Saturday, March 10, at 6:30 p.m.
with the next ones scheduled for
May 12 and July 14. This event is
open to all parish members of both
Christ the King and Resurrection.
Come out and join us for Bunco.
Over 59 million people play this
game yearly. Bunco is a social dice
game involving 100% luck and no
skill, although we have a few
regular players that would
disagree! You must call and reserve
a seat and dinner. Please call Bernie
at 904-608-5136.  

Road Cleanup - The Knights,
under the direction of Mike Stirna,
conducted the monthly road
cleanup on Lone Star Road (second
Saturday of each month). We meet
monthly at the parking lot of St.
Andrew’s Episcopal Church at the
corner of Lone Star Road and
Carlotta Road at 8:00 a.m.

Walk for Life - The Knights and
other members from Christ the
King walk and pray each Monday

at 1:00 p.m. in front of the abortion
clinic on University Boulevard,
weather permitting. Come join us
and let our pro-life voice be heard.
Knights and other members from
Resurrection walk and pray each
week in the same location each
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. 

Knights of the Brotherly Care -
Knights meet at Resurrection and
Christ the King (alternating
months) on the first Saturday to
attend Mass.  They then distribute
Holy Eucharist and/or provide
fellowship to our fellow
Knights/spouses who are unable to
attend Mass or are homebound. If
you know of a brother
Knight/spouse in need please
contact Joe Brozovich at 904-616-
6278 or email at joebroz@
comcast.net. 

First Friday Masses - The Knights
host a First Friday Mass each
month at our hall on Arlington
Expressway.  All are welcome to
join us.  Mass starts at 6:30 p.m.
Please bring a favorite dish for our
potluck dinner.

We are Knights
Serving Christ the King and Resurrection Catholic Churches

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner/ Founder’s Day - The Knights
hosted a St. Patrick’s Day dinner Saturday, March 17,
after the Diocesan Eucharistic Congress.  The evening
was started with a happy hour serving wine and green
beer and listening to Irish music.  Dinner included Irish
stew, soda bread, potato soup, dark molasses bread,
shoofly pie, and corn beef, cabbage and potatoes.   

Corporate Communion and breakfast for the
parish at CTK - The Knights held their
Corporate Communion Sunday, April 8 at 11:00
a.m. Mass. After Mass, the Knights served a free
breakfast to CTK parishioners. Over 150 people
were served.

Columbian Squires Food Drive - The council’s Squire Circle
2121 held a food drive from December 2017 to March 2018 and
collected over 1000 pounds of non-perishable food for the St.
Francis Soup Kitchen. Collection baskets for the drive were
located at both Resurrection Catholic Church and Christ the King
Catholic Church. All the Squires participated in collecting,
weighing, packaging and delivering the food to the Soup Kitchen
April 14, 2018. Squire counselors and the Squire Prior (Deacon
Stan Grenn) were on hand to assist. 

Knights Present Chalice to Deacon Martin Ibeh for his ordination to
Priesthood - The Knights purchased a chalice and paten for Deacon Ibeh
and along with a case provided by the K’Cees had them blessed by Father
Boddie at Holy Thursday, March 29, 6:30 p.m. Mass. 



Major upcoming events open to
all parishioners:

K of C Annual Charity Golf
Tournament - Sunday, June 10, 2
p.m., Shotgun, Blue Sky Golf
Club.  Awards and dinner at
Miller’s Ale House Regency. 

Corporate Communion - The
Knights and families attend their
quarterly corporate communions
at Christ the King and
Resurrection on an alternating
schedule. It is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for all Knights to attend
Mass together with their families
at both of the churches we sup-
port. Our corporate commun-
ions are also our way of giving to
our fellow parishioners by
including a free breakfast.  

Christ the King - September 9,
2018 at the 11:00 a.m. Mass
Resurrection - May 20, 2018 at the
8:30 a.m. Mass and November 18,
2018

PB&Js for St. Francis Soup
Kitchen - June 29 and September
28.
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We are Knights
Serving Christ the King and Resurrection Catholic Churches

Easter Egg Hunt at CTK - The Knights hosted the
annual CTK Easter Egg Hunt Saturday, March 31.
The children enjoyed the hunt, prizes, games, and
chicken lunch. 

Knights on Bikes Shrine to Shrine Bike Ride - The local council joined the Florida State Knights on Bikes on Saturday, March 10, for a Shrine
to Shrine Ride in prayer for unborn children.  Knights and wives met at Our Lady of La Leche, St. Augustine and prayed the beginning of the Rosary
including the first decade and then rode to St. Ambrose Catholic Church in Elkton to pray the second decade of the Rosary. Father Steven Zehler
met the bikers and gave them a tour of the church and provided some interesting history. The bikers then rode to St. Monica Catholic Church in
Palatka where Father Ron Camarda met the bikers and joined them in the third decade of the Rosary. The bikers continued to St. William Catholic
Church in Keystone Heights and said the fourth decade of the Rosary. Taking a break from their riding, the bikers enjoyed lunch at Johnny’s BBQ.
The final leg of the ride was to the West Shrine of Our Lady of La Leche, at St. Madeleine Sophie Catholic Church in High Springs to complete
the Rosary. What a ride and so many well-wishers on the way!  Hand shakes, hugs and goodbyes as every biker returned to their home town. The
Jacksonville Knights on Bikes rode over 220 miles enjoying the sights, camaraderie and prayer fellowship.  If you like to ride, consider joining us.
Contact Steve Bell, State Director at knightrider1997@ comcast.net.
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by Adriana Giles

This has been an amazing year for our girls in American Heritage Girls. We have been working on different scouting badges. We also had the priv-
ilege to go to the All Florida AHG Camp 2018 on the weekend of April 6. Our girls met other American Heritage Girls troops. 250 girls attended the
camp plus moms and coordinators. Each girl earned four patches; some of the activities to earn the patches were: tie dye, outdoor skills, dance, fire
safety, our flag, swimming, canoeing, and ropes. The girls had an incredible time, as did the moms. We are looking forward to the All Florida AHG
2019 Camp.

Our Mission is: “Building women of integrity through service to God, family, community and country.”
American Heritage Girls is a scouting national character development organization for young women ages 5-18 that embraces Christian values

and encourages family involvement.
Who can join? Any girl ages 5 to 18.
We participate in various activities and fundraisers including: National Service Day, father/daughter event, cleaning the CTK Grotto twice a year,

Rosary precessions, Catholic outdoor adventure, camping, mother/daughter event, Lenten service project, and of course earning badges throughout
the school year. 

We meet every other Monday on the CTK campus. For more information please email:fl1125ahg@gmail.com

Religious Recognition awards –American Heritage Girls
by Adriana Giles

The Catholic religious recognition programs administered by the National Catholic Committee for Girl Scouts and Camp Fire (NCCGSCF), under
the auspices of the National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry (NFCYM), allow young people to explore and become more involved in their
Catholic faith.

All programs are designed to support and complement the catechetical efforts of Catholic parishes and schools. For every two grades there is a
different program/workbook designed according to age and Catholic teachings based on sacraments. Our girls in second and third grade, Julianna
Burge, Reagan Burge, Camila Giles, Caroline Joiner and Mallory Joiner, worked on the “Family of God” booklet and one of the girls in fifth grade,
Emma Giles, worked on “I Live My Faith.”Also, Zachary Burge in second grade did the Boys Scout version “Light of Christ.” He is a Cub Scout
at the CTK Boy Scout Troop.

These programs are to be led by adults. The girls can work as a troop guided by a troop leader, the Troop Shepherd or each family can work on
their own. We decided to work on a family basis and passed and shared knowledge to our own daughters. After the girls completed the booklet with
their family, they met with our Priest, Father James Boddie. He interviewed them and made sure the girls completed their exercises on their workbook
and homework. 

After Father Boddie’s religious review the girls were able to receive their Religious Medal and patch. On March 11, 2018, Camila Giles, Emma
Giles, Caroline Joiner and Mallory Joiner were awarded the Catholic Religious medal at the Basilica of St. Augustine with the other scooting troops,
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and American Heritage Girls that worked on the program. On April 29 Julianna Burge, Reagan Burge, and their brother
Zachary Burge received the award from Father Boddie.

We are very pleased with the Catholic Religious Recognition Programs and hope to keep guiding our girls on our faith. 

American Heritage Girls (AHG)

First Honors
Cori Buckelew
Christian Flores
Regine Hilaire
Karolina Moreno
Jericho Rey Palomo
Brandon Pham
Bryanna Racke
Victoria Reep
Michael Winston
Kathleen Yarborough

Second Honors
Reed Abercrombie
Lauren Ashley
Elyssa Audije
Rebecca Baldwin
Meghan Benson
Jared Bowling
Michaela Bowling
Emilie Chinault
Sarah Crocco
Isabel Devore-Suazo
Steven Dionisio
Roman Fisher

Marisa Garcia
Nicolina Graves
Marissa House
David Hoyt
Erin Kress
Jolie Marcelo
Arianna Nicole Palomo
Rylee Schroder
Eric Smith
Nicholas Taylor
Aidan Webb
Andrew Wheeler
Kylie Wnorowski

Bishop Kenny High School
Third Quarter Honor Roll
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by Annie Sabatino

Speaking at our Valentine Day
meeting on February 11, was
Cynthia Surles, a parish member
for thirty-four years, and currently
a Legacy Republic Legacy Maker.
She spoke on the importance of
protecting the memories of loved

ones, whether they be on paper
photos, slides, negatives, old film
reels or other video tapes. The data
we once collected on older technol-
ogy is degrading, even when kept
in optimal storage conditions.  The
memories, whether on paper, slide,
or video, or even photo albums can
now be digitized and stored on a
private web site where you can
enjoy them on any Internet-con-
nected device, or we can use the
now digital photos to create acces-

sories or wall décor. Cynthia had
samples on display for us to view.
This is also a good way to pro-

tect your memories from the
destruction of fires, floods and, of
course, something we never worry
about - hurricanes!
The March meeting of the

Queens and Kings was held on
March 18.  We played Irish Bingo,
which is regular bingo but in honor
of St. Patrick we call it Irish Bingo.
The Shirley David Hall was deco-
rated with green and even the food
was green. A $100 tool basket was
raffled off and the winner was
Haldes Scott.
The April meeting on April 8

was our Spring Dinner. Charlene
Montague baked the ham and all
members brought covered dishes
and desserts. We missed Barbara,
who was out of town, but everyone
had a good time socializing. The
sad news was the loss of one of our
group. Cass Casterlin passed away
in April.
We have two more meetings

until summer break. Our May
meeting will be on May 20 with a
baseball theme. The June meeting
will be on June 10. Watch for dates
and times in the church bulletin.
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Queens and Kings

by Carol-Ann Black

The BIG SCOOP in the
CKCCW world is that our own
Staci Duncan was elected PRESI-
DENT of the Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women. DCCW is very
fortunate to have her leadership for

the next two years. Staci’s election
is a singular honor for our affiliate
and especially for the parish as she
is the first Christ the King woman
to hold this position.
Congratulations, Staci.

Most of our
activities are
centered on the
parish calendar.
Time for fun
gave us a great
Bunco night at
the end of
February and the
proceeds helped

to defray the expenses of our
Lenten retreat. The end of Lent
brought us to Good Friday and the
bread and soup lunch that we pro-
vide for those who participate in
the liturgies of the day. Not only do
we have to thank our members who
prepare the amazing soups, but also

the Panera in Regency. Each year
Panera provides the excellent
breads for this event - at no charge
to us.
March brought us to our annual

Diaper Drive for the Women’s Help
Center. Kathy Nichols does an
excellent job managing the gener-

ous donations of our wonder-
ful parishioners. Given the
cost of diapers today, consid-
er the true value of this assis-
tance for women who have
babies to care for. These
donations strongly support
the pro-life stance of our
parish, our Church, and Pope
Francis.
Also in March, Christ the

King Council was called upon
to organize the spring deanery din-
ner. The parish originally scheduled
to do so, had too many schedule
conflicts, so without much ado,
CKCCW stepped up and the job
was done. 
Each year the Diocesan Council

of Catholic Women presents a con-
vention for the women of the dio-
cese. And each year the attending
membership takes care of business
for the next years’ business and
activity calendar. It was at this
meeting that Staci won election to
presidency of the board. Our speak-
ers ranged from Dr. Sarah
McLaughlin from the Mayo Clinic
who spoke on sensible breast health
to several young women from the
Comunita Cenacolo America who
spoke about recovering from vari-
ous sorts of addictions by means of
community life and prayer. 

In addition, we heard from
Kristin Keene who works on behalf
of women trapped in the sex trade.
She is involved with running the
organization known as Rethreaded
that gives the rescued women legit-
imate work and offers the medical
and psychological assistance that
they need to recover their lives.
And we enjoyed a presentation by
May Oliver, Director of the Office
of Human Life and Dignity. This
new diocesan office deals with the
unborn, post-abortion healing, end
of life issues, death penalty, special
needs - the complex issues
of being human in an often
dehumanizing world. 
Convention offers the

women of the diocese the
opportunity to come
together, not just for busi-
ness, but spiritually and
socially. Staci Duncan has
often referred to CCW as
her sorority, where she has
flourished as a Catholic woman.
Meeting and working with like-
minded Catholic women has
expanded her horizons in many
ways that would be hard to define,
but leadership is certainly one of
them. Consider attending DCCW
convention next spring and see
where it can lead you.
The year draws to a close with

the election and installation of new
officers for our parish Council of
Catholic Women. The spring gener-
al meeting was held April 24 after a
5:30 p.m. Mass and “picnic” sup-
per. Thank you, Willie Blaquiere,
for organizing this event. And
thank you again to Panera who put

together such an excellent salad
and sandwich meal for us. 
Our new officers are Shelby

Miller, president; Cheryl Davis,
vice president; Jenny McClellan,
secretary; Mary Ann Harden, treas-
urer. With this new board we must
make a few adjustments to our old
way of doing things. Most immedi-
ate - board meetings will be held as
always on the first Monday of the
month, but NOT at 9:30 a.m. but
5:30 p.m. to accommodate the
work schedules of the members.
CKCCW is working hard to be

more inclusive in its membership
and leadership and CRHP has been
a wonderful ally in that effort. We
have welcomed at least one whole
new circle to our membership and
three of our new officers.
Congratulations, ladies, on your
new leadership positions.
Finally, a mention of the

Mother’s Day/Father’s Day cards
that CKCCW offers in May and in
June. The proceeds from the
Mother’s Day cards go to the bish-
op, who distributes the money to
the various pro-life and troubled
pregnancy causes in the diocese.
Proceeds from the Father’s Day
cards remains in our own treasury.

Christ the King Council of Catholic Women

by Charm I. Saults

It’s with mixed emotions that I retire from the Country Store to follow
new paths, spending more time with family, organizing my home, and
maybe a little travel.
The thousands of dollars raised by the Country Store has helped so

many - Christ the King School, St. Vincent De Paul, the farm workers, the
soup kitchen and even a few small businesses. One lady was able to open
her day care center three months early, because of finding several needed
items. 
I would like to thank all those who donated items. Some needed a lit-

tle fixing up, some came with instructions, while others had no instruc-
tions or even a note saying what it was or how to use it. One item was a
dumpling maker that took a little research. But we had fun discovering
what the items were in each box or bag. Each item had its story to tell:
was it a gift; who played sports with the sport bags and equipment; where
had the suitcases traveled; how many dinners were served on a set of dish-
es; or how many meals were cooked in the pots and pans. Each item
would be used once again and bring pleasure to someone. 
I would like to say “Thank You” to all those who helped. There are a

few people who were with me for many years: Barbara Dupuis, Larry
Turner, Tina & Tommee Porter, Ed Wey, Rosemary Shami, Alex & Tom
Jowana, Tom Thornton, Willie Blaquiere, Nikki Wallace, Stanley Moore,
and the list goes on.
I also had the support of vendors and crafters: Walgreens, Nurses for

Wellness; Don John, a physical therapist; Tupperware; Mary Kay; Bosom
Buddies; Paulette Reese Premier Jewelry, etc.
I made many new friends and will carry each and every one in my

heart and remember them in my prayers. If I do not see you in church
come visit me during lunch time at Chick-Fil-A (Atlantic Blvd near
Southside). I usually work Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Friday and
Saturday.

Another Farewell
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by Adriana Giles

On Thursday, May 3, our Music teacher
Mrs. Cindy Stillson and 98 students of Christ
the King once more amused us with another
spectacular school play, Salute to Broadway.
The children worked extremely hard with Mrs.
Stillson and it was definitely an enjoyable
evening. The acts that were performed were
“Annie,” “The Music Man,” “The Sound of
Music,” “Les Misérables,” “Oliver,” “Mary
Poppins,” “The Secret Garden,” “Rent” and
“Grease.” Mrs. Stillson made a beautiful
adaptation and incorporated all the grades in the
school. 

Salute to Broadway 
Cast
Master of Ceremonies - Rosemary Ouellette
Annie
Annie: Ava Frattle
Molly: Rebecca Swain
July: Hailey Wessel
Tessie: Daphne Thronesberry-Totten
Kate: Victoria Simmons
Duffy: Anna Jacob
Pepper: Hailey Swain
Susie: Kennedy Yates
Miss Hannigan: Isabel Hildreth

Orphans
Helena Dawson
Rafaela De Mendoza
Ayla Dewitt
Camila Giles
Sarah Jacob
Caroline Joiner
Mallory Joiner
Aleena Lundy
Avriana Lundy

Oliver
Oliver: Ean Bricknell
Artful Dodger: Lucas Araya-Wolff

The Secret Garden
Mary Lennox: Emma Decker

The Sound of Music
Brianna Avirett
Ella Dioso
Skylar Fick
Stella Jones
Mariah Myers
Kaylie Negron Pena
Cameron Pickering
Regan Yates

Les Misérables
Young Cosette: Juliana Weldon

Gavroche: Melvin Tumbay

Peasants
Georgia Bell
Liam Bricknell
Caroline Dawson
Peter Ishak
Nahla Jones
Maya Kadr
Carla Kanan
Jackline Koudouno
Emma McAlum
Luna Sears
Ben Settles
Valerie Simmons

Music Man
Professor Harold Hill: Zachary Joiner

Music Students:

Blossom Alayande
Allison Brannen
Reagan Burge
Zachary Burge
Torin Cartwright
Jah’zara Davis
Miguel Fernandez
Aidan Granert
Naima Jones
Gracie Kuepper
Gabriella Milton
Chiamaka Nduka
Daniel Phillips
Sophia Younan

Rent
Trinity Aralar
Isha Conteh
Mallory Frattle
Eliora Kpessou
Jeremy Reckers
Alexandra Romero
Abigail Swain

Mary Poppins
Jane Banks: Haylee Wessel

Grease
Sandy: Elizabeth McClellan
High School Students:
Hallie Alkire
Julliete Alraheb
Aidan Araya-Wolff
Jude Arteaga
Christopher Bradley
Autumn Harrington
Matthew Hildreth
Laila Jean-Bart
Peter Majfouz
Carson Mann
Gavin Meehan
Veronica Mella
Christian Moreno
Mariah Myers
Khoi Nguyen
Sebastian Ortiz
Malia Palenik
Vivian Quach
Gabe Sanchez
Anyssa Searcy
Jacob Webb
Emilly Williams
Regan Yates

Technical Director: Mr. Ryan Bricknell
Assistant Tech Director: Mr. Peter House
Running Crew: Isabella De Mendoza /Julie
Meehan /Camen Palenik /Chole Vila /Kaitlyn
Webb 
Play Practice rehearsals: Mrs. Kristin Kersch
& Mrs. Rita Burge 

We would like to thank the Technical Director,
Assistant Tech Director, all volunteer students,
volunteer parents and volunteer teachers. 

Thank you Mrs. Stillson for the dedication,
time and passion that you put into the music
programs at Christ the King. 

Spring Play

School News
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by Suzette Gagnon

How is it possible to
make a bridge out of
spaghetti? Ask our mid-
dle school Engineering
Competition partici-
pants and they can tell
you it is not easy! We
spent two weeks build-
ing and perfecting our
design. On February
24th, we were able to
test our bridges and
enjoy an amazing day
of Engineering Fun.
Between chemical
experiments, scavenger
hunts, building robots and of course lunch, we had a very busy sched-
ule! We are looking forward to new challenges next year with our
Engineering Club that will be meeting after school every week in our
brand new Engineering and builder lab!

School News

by Sue Pietrusza
The 2017-2018 school year is coming to an end and so is the sports

program. Our girls’ softball team, led by Coach Dave Williams, placed
fourth in the division. Congratulations to players Emily Williams,
Anyssa Searcy, Veronica Mella, Regan Yates, Laila Jean-Bart, Alvie
Hopely, Kaitlyn Webb, Abigail Satkoff, Chloe Vila Zahnae Johnson and
Morning Star players Alex Pineda and Marnie Stein for a great season.

The boys’ team this year is led by Coach Chris Hildreth and Assistant
Coach Mike Cascone. Players, Matthew Hildreth, Gavin Meehan,
Christian Moreno, Gabe Sanchez, Jacob Webb, Keegan Fritz, Steven
Lutheran, Carlton Payne, Jeremy Reckers, Torin Sapp, Kyler Sullivan,
Camden Thornton, Oakley Bishop, Zach Joiner, Gabe Satkoff, Marshal
Wnorowski, and MJ Cascone worked hard to place 2nd in their division.
Congratulation Ravens!

Bishop Kenny Engineering CompetitionAthletic Department

by Adriana Giles

The following
students went to the
Regional Science
Fair:

6th Grade -
Emilia Hernandez,
Alexis Graves, Ava
Frattle, Zachary
Joiner, Bela Ness and
Liam Underhill.

7th grade -
Zack Engelhardt,
Chinonye Nduka,
Torin Sapp, and
Emmanuela Essien.

8th grade - Aidan Araya-Wolff, Christopher Bradley, Matthew
Hildreth, Peter Mahfouz, Elizabeth McClellan, Khoi Nguen, Malia
Palenik, and Emily Williams.

Alternate: James Cochran

The following students placed in the Regional Science fair:

Honorable mention:  
6th Grade - James Cochran, Ava Frattle, and Zachary Joiner
7th grade - Zack Engelhardt
8th grade - Aidan Araya-Wolff

2nd place in Junior Medicine Division: 
7th Grade - Chinonye Nduka

Honorable mention and engineering excellence
in Mechanical Science, from the American Society
of Mechanical engineers (ASME):

8th Grade - Malia Palenik

Regional Science Fair 2018

The Modern Woodmen of
America Speech Contest has been
sponsored by Modern Woodmen
for over 60 years.

Students in grades 5-8 in
schools across the nation compete
in this public speaking contest.
The topic for 2018 was “An inven-
tion that has improved the quality
of life.” The speeches must be at
least three minutes and no more
than five minutes long and be in the
student’s own words. Thank you to
our Language Art teachers Mrs.
Eileen Brown (fifth grade) and Ms.
Kristin Kersch (Middle School) for
teaching and preparing our children
in this important skill!

The competition started in each
class and the winners were:

5th
Fola Alayande
Lorenzo Espinoza
Elizabeth Harden 

6th
Alexis Graves
Rosemary Ouellette
Malcolm Warthen

7th
Emmanuela Essien
Chinonye Nduka
Abigail Swain

8th
Laila Jean-Bart
Mariah Myers
Sebastian Ortiz

Then there was a CTK school
competition that included the win-
ners of each class. CTKS Language
Arts program supports this contest
as a valuable opportunity to prac-
tice communication skills.
Congratulations to all students in
grades five, six, seven or eight for
your participation. 

A big congratulations goes to
our top three winners school wide:

1st place:  Mariah Myers
2nd place: Chinonye Nduka

(irrigation)
3rd place:  Sebastian Ortiz

by Adriana Giles

On Friday, February 9, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. the school held
a Father-Daughter dance for Kindergarten to fifth grade. The dance
was sponsored by FSA and included a DJ, pictures, flowers and
refreshments.  A good time was had by all.  Some of the fathers
even danced!

All of the fathers and daughters enjoyed their evening!   A big
thanks to all our volunteers for their hard work, without you these
events could not have been possible.

Father-Daughter Dance Help bring the
news of our parish

to our parish!

CK Courier
needs YOU!

Contact:
CKCourier

@gmail.com

Modern
Woodmen
of America

Speech Contest
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by Suzette Gagnon

How do we teach a second grader about soil
and how it forms? Well, at Christ the King we
decided to do it the old fashioned way….make
our own! Last Fall, we received a grant from the
Florida Association of Science Teachers and we
started a yearlong project of research,
measuring, data collection, material collection
and soil development. In order to help meet the
Next Generation Science Standards we chose to
start our own composting system. Since we have
extensive gardens at the school we felt this
would integrate well with the rest of the
program and make an amazing interactive
project for our second grade students. 

Initially, we built a three-bin, open air
system, with umbrella covers (to allow for
portability for the inevitable hurricanes!). We
started with three yards of soil (one yard per bin)
to provide a soil foundation, and then advertised
within the school to collect plant-based
materials to compost. The entire school has
become involved in the process of recycling
plant-based materials such as banana peels,
coffee grounds, watermelon rinds, etc. and are
very excited about bringing their “composting

donations” to school each week. The second
grade students collect, weigh, and sort the
materials weekly. The class is divided into three
compost study groups (one for each of the
composting bins), and this makes the work more
manageable when the students take turns adding
the materials to their composting bin. 

When adding materials, the students use
digital probes for temperature and moisture to
determine the health of the compost system.
They use this data to make adjustments to the
soil by adding moisture if needed (using
watering cans) or to change the temperature by
turning the soil. All data is kept in a long term
journal where the students are able to make
observations and record the interventions
required based on the data collected. This
month, the students will use their composted
soil to plant zinnias for they are a very special
May present!. All other soils will be used by
sixth grade to become part of the Seeds of Faith
Garden program to grow vegetables in our seven
raised-bed gardens. 

In addition to observing slow changes over
time, this project was also an excellent way to
integrate several NGSS Crosscutting skills
including: Developing a model to represent
patterns in the natural world, and using
observations to communicate new information.
It is a natural progression of understanding from
the composting to soil formation, and our

students are excellent stewards of their project.
According to one student, she also loves “being
like a real scientist and doing science work.” 

One important serendipity to this project is
the fact that the families became very involved.
Students were collecting eligible food
recyclable scraps from home and were able to
articulate a lot of information to family
members about the project. We have even had
family members volunteer to help supervise data
collection!!!

Composting

School News

Christ the King Faculty and Staff would like to thank the following:

We would like to thank the Knights of Columbus for providing
breakfast for our Honor Roll students in the third quarter.

We also would like to thank our FSA president, Mrs. Sharon
Shashy, for her dedication to our parents association that benefits
our school.  Thank you for so many years of commitment and
enthusiasm to make Christ the King an awesome school for our
children.  

Thank you to our volunteer coordinator Mrs. Colleen Webb, FSA
board and all the volunteers!! Because of you our school is a better
place. 

Thank you!!!

This year our middle school children, led by Mrs. Suzette Gagnon and
the middle school teachers, worked on the Universal Mission Project of
“Mission to Mars.”  The children were divided into groups among the
classes and they were given a problem of choice. The students needed to
come up with a model to solve the conditions and problems they might
encounter when they colonize Mars.  Each team worked on their specific
problem that required real-world skill sets. Some of the problems they
had to work on were: how we get there, what to wear, what to grow to
eat, water supply, and so on.  They also had to have a Catholic Faith
statement embedded in their project.  The students had six months to

collaborate with their teams,
design models and present their
idea to our school community on
April 20.  

All CTK students, parents
and teachers viewed all 20
displays and selected the one they
liked the most.  The kids really
showed their talents!   All
teachers, parents and students
were impressed with their
displays. 

Our top winners were:
1st place: In the (O) Zone - By:
Chinonye Nduka, Diego Dionisio
& Torin Sapp 
2nd Place: Agriculture for Mars

- By: Steven Lutheran, Carlton Payne & Camden Thornton

In the (O) Zone:
The children created a suit for the astronauts to use on Mars to survive
the radiation and the ozone.  
-Their faith statement was: Genesis 1:3 And God said, “Let there be
light,” and there was light.”  
-Why they selected this verse: “The reason we chose this is because
light, or the sun in our case, causes radiation which produce ozone.  This
is what we want to prevent with the suit.”

Agriculture for MARS:
The children created an
environment suitable for
plants that can be used as
food.  The plants will also
generate CO2 for humans to
breathe.  
-Their bible verse that
supports their mission is:
Proverbs 22:9 “A generous
person will be blessed, for he
gives some of his food to the
poor.”
-Why they selected this verse: “through our project we can increase the
production of plants which will lead to less starvation.  The Catholic
Social Teaching that we chose was feed the hungry.” 

by Adriana Giles

The students and staff at Christ the King would like to thank Mrs.
Charm Saults for her dedication to raise money for the school.  Charm has
put together many CTK Country Stores.  She has done a fantastic job
receiving donations, inventorying them, pricing them and then displaying
them in the gym to sell.  She has been doing this twice a year since 2011.
Charm has done it all from her good heart to help the school to raise
money for different projects such as painting the buildings, getting more
equipment for the gym, getting more equipment for the playground and
much more.  Dear Charm, we thank you from the bottom of our hearts!!!

Country Store 

STREAM Festival

Thanks a bunch
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School News
by Adriana Giles

The CTK school family wants to extend best wishes to Mrs. Joann
Fowler, our awesome third grade teacher, who is retiring from the school in
June. Joann has been a family member of CTK School for 39 years.  Her
retirement is our loss, but it is well-deserved. We will never forget all the tips
and tricks you taught us along the way. You are an inspiration to all of us.
Congratulations on your well-deserved retirement. 

Please, join us in extending best wishes to Mrs. Sandy Hill, our former
fourth grade teacher and now math teacher, who will retire from the school in
June. She has been a tremendous teacher at CTK for 18 years and she will be
greatly missed by students and colleagues alike.  Sandy is not only a terrific
teacher, her own daughter attended CTK, and she was also the sponsor of
Math-A-Thon that benefits St. Jude’s Children Research Hospital.  Thank
you, Sandy, for guiding through example and inspiring our children to be
great!  

Joann and Sandy, congratulations on your retirement and thank you for
your years of dedication and hard work!

Retirement

by Adriana Giles

We are sad to say goodbye to many good colleagues and friends.
After 13 years of service Mr. Ryan Daley, our Technology Director,

will be leaving us.  Thank you for being so committed to our school. We
are going to miss you! We wish you the best! 

After nine years of service Kelli Moneyhan, our Middle School Social
Studies and Religion teacher, will be leaving us this June.  She is going to
another Catholic School to teach PK4.  Kelli, we wish you the best on this
new journey ahead.

After eight years of service Mrs. Kelly McCall, our Guidance
Counselor, will be leaving us to go back home to Hawaii.  Thank you for
all those years dedicated to our children! We wish you luck in this new
adventure!

After eight years of service Mrs. Sue Pietusza, our Assistant Principal,
Athletic Director & Technology Integration Specialist is leaving the
school.  She will be relocating to South Carolina with her husband as he
will be working as a PA in that state.  We will certainly miss all her guid-
ance.  We wish you luck in the future.

Farewells
We are so proud to let you know that Christ the King Catholic School

was featured as the school spotlight in the 2018 Summer edition of
Catholic Teacher.  The article not only talks about the distinction of being
a National Blue Ribbon school since 2010 but also having the honor of
being the first school in Florida to have received the prestigious
STREAM accreditation awarded by the Florida Catholic Conference.
The article displays all the specific Stream projects the school provides
for the children to be hands on so that they can learn real life skills and
come up with problem solutions.  They also talk about the ultimate goal
of CTK which is to be a role model and leader for other Catholic schools
to show how STREAM can work in their schools and how CTK can help
them to achieve these awards. 

The magazine will be available over the summer and if you wish to
read the three-page article, you can access it online at:
www.catholicteacher.com/christ-king-catholic-school-first-florida-
school-earn-stream-accreditation.

CTKS Featured in a Magazine

Jump Rope for the Heart
A special thank you goes to Coach Jordan Newberry for leading the

Jump Rope for the Heart fundraiser. This foundation is part of the
American Heart Association.  All proceeds that we collected at school
went to this great cause. Here at Christ the King we exceeded our goal of
$3,000.00.  The children raised over $5,000.00.  Way to go Christ the
King!  In celebration of this special cause on March 16 all the school got
together at the gym where the 8th graders and parent volunteers had sport
stations and games for the kids to remember that it is important to exer-
cise and to be active to have a healthy heart.Before school was over that
day we got together in the green area between the buildings where our
three volunteer teachers, Mr. Alex Underhill (middle school science),
Mrs. Suzette Gagnon (STEM coordinator) and Coach Jordan were slimed
by the children, and donations reached another $50. We want to thank our
three volunteers in this noble cause.  The children that were able to slime
were:

Kindergarten 
Vincent Traske ($850)
Anthony Raye
Grayce Lankenau
Vanessa Reep
Holland Hall
Alayshia Thomas
1st Grade
Cy Goicoechea ($370)
Brianna Avirett
2nd Grade
Connor Holcomb ($180)
Ryann Ellison-Renk ($165)
Reagan Burge
Zachary Burge
Camila Giles
Andrew Raye
Cheyenne Rich-Vause
Silas Taylor

3rd Grade Kolbe Binder ($100)
Juliana Weldon ($100)
Sarah Jacob 
Juliana Burge
Rilee Kargbo
Ashlyn Anderson
4 th Grade
Noah Shah ($275)
Stella Jones ($180)
Stephen Dornier ($100)
Daniel Phillips ($100)
Brayden Sandoval
Luke Rodil 
Kalo Ness
5th Grade
Emma Giles ($145)
Kaithlyn Webb ($125)
Torin Cartwright
6th Grade
Skylar Fick 
Bela Ness
7th Grade
Alexandra Romero
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by Paul Ghiotto

The City Of Jacksonville Is Home To The Nation’s Second Largest
Veterans Memorial Wall, Second Only To The Vietnam Veterans
Memorial In Washington, DC.

The Veterans Memorial Wall is located at 1145 East Adams Street,
adjacent to EverBank Field (now TIAA Bank Field) in downtown
Jacksonville, Florida. The quarter-million dollar monument was
dedicated in November, 1995 and serves as a tribute to more than 1,700
Jacksonville area American war heroes. The outdoor memorial was
promoted as “the largest of its kind” and “the only wall that honors
Veterans from all six [service] branches” (Army, Navy, Marines, Air
Force, Coast Guard and Merchant Marine). The 65 foot-long black
granite monument contains the names of servicemen and women from
World War I through the War on Terror. In front of the wall stands a torch
with an eternal flame. The wall was rededicated on its 20 year anniversary
in November, 2015.

Each year, on Memorial Day, thousands of Gold Star families,
Veterans, local military leadership, elected officials and citizens honor the
fallen heroes whose names are permanently inscribed on the Wall and add
the names of those that have fallen in the defense of freedom over the
previous year. 

All those named on the Wall perished during a time of declared war
and listed Jacksonville, FL as their home of record or graduated from a
local High School. 

Members of the public are permitted to nominate veterans for
inclusion on the Veterans Memorial Wall subject to confirmation by the
Military Affairs and Veterans Department. To be eligible for nomination
and consideration, the veteran being nominated must meet the following
criteria:

lThe deceased was on active duty military at the time of death; and 
lDuval County was the legal residence of the deceased— using same
criteria as Supervisor of Elections, Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles, or 
lTax Collector; or the deceased attended a Duval County high school;
and
lThe death of the deceased occurred while the United States was
involved in a declared war

Did you know that
the Wall contains the
names of two young
men whose high school
affiliation is listed as
Bishop Kenny High
School? Both died in
the Vietnam War.
These two brave Army
soldiers are Larry
Bellamy and Thomas
Odea. If you, like
myself, are a BKHS
alumnus, place
yourself in their shoes
as they progressed
through their years in
high school, walking
the same halls and
grounds you trod,
studying in the same
classrooms, and
attending the same
extracurricular events.
Now imagine yourself
halfway around the

world in the forbidding environment of war-torn Vietnam and separated
from those you hold close and dear. You never would see your family
again.

Thomas Patrick Odea was born on November 11, 1946. He was a U.
S. Army Specialist Fourth Class (SP4) in the 11th Light Infantry Brigade.
He died in Vietnam in Quang Ngai province on May 24, 1969 from a
gunshot wound. At that time his hometown was listed as Decatur, GA. His
recovered body was subsequently buried in Arlington Memorial Park in
Sandy Springs, GA. His gravestone lists his Army unit as Co. B, 1st
Infantry, Americal Division. Thomas was single and age 22.

Larry Ronald Bellamy was a Specialist Fourth Class (E-4) in the
Army’s 1st Cavalry Division. His tour of duty began on February 26,
1968 and ended on Nov. 6, 1968 in Tay Ninh province when he was struck
and killed by an explosive device. His body was recovered and brought
home to Jacksonville where burial took place at Oaklawn Cemetery. Larry
was single and 21 at the time of his death.

A Remembrance of Larry Bellamy as posted on the official Vietnam
Wall website.

HE WAS MY BEST FRIEND. I KNEW LARRY R. BELLAMY AS
WHITEY. HE WAS MY HERO. WHITEY WAS 7 YEARS OLDER
THAN ME BUT HE TOOK THE TIME TO BE MY BIG BROTHER.
WHITEY TOUGHT ME HOW TO THROW A FOOTBALL AND PLAY
BASEBALL. HE SHOWED ME HOW TO LIFT WEIGHTS WHEN I
WAS 12 YEARS OLD AND I’VE DONE IT MOST OF MY LIFE. I
LOVED HIM LIKE HE WAS OF MY BLOOD. WE LIVED NEXT
DOOR TO EACH OTHER IN JACKSONVILLE FL. HE LIVED IN A
VERY NICE HOUSE AND HIS FOLKS WERE WELL OFF, WE LIVED
IN THE WORST HOUSE ON THE BLOCK AND MY FOLKS HAD
VERY LITTLE BUT THAT DID’NT MATTER TO WHITEY. HE WAS
THAT KIND OF PERSON. WHITEY HAS BEEN GONE FOR 46
YEARS NOW AND I MISS HIM AS BAD AS IF IT WERE
YESTERDAY. I REMEMBER WHEN MY MOM SENT THE NOTICE
FROM THE NEWS PAPER TO ME I COULD’NT MOVE AND
COULD’NT STOP CRYING, I WAS 14 AND WHITEY WAS GONE
AND I NEW THINGS WOULD NEVER BE THE SAME FOR ME.
THAT’S HOW MUCH I LOVED HIM. I WOULD HAVE WROTE THIS
A LONG TIME AGO BUT I DID’NT KNOW THAT THIS SITE WAS
HERE, BUT I’VE HAD THEM IN MY HEART ALL THIS TIME AND
IT FEELS GOOD TO PUT THEM DOWN SOMEWHERE. WHITEY I
MISS YOU AS MUCH TODAY AS I DID 46 YEARS AGO. I KNOW
YOU AND NEARLY 60.000 OTHER HERO’S FROM THIS WAR
ALONE ARE IN A MUCH BETTER PLACE THAN WE HERE ON
EARTH ARE BUT IT STILL HURTS TO KNOW I HAVE’NT BEEN
ABLE TO TALK TO YOU IN 46 YEARS AND HAVE YOU ANSWER
ME BACK. I’LL SEE YOU SOON. GOD BLESS, JASPER [BUDDY]
MILLER.
Apr 10, 2014

If you have never visited the Memorial Wall and you consider yourself
to be a patriot you need to visit. Take the whole family and bring some
neighbors, too. The Wall and its grounds are open to the public every day.
If you can’t attend the official Memorial Day program held this year on
May 28 beginning at 8:00 a.m. then visit some other time – but visit! 

Larry Bellamy and Thomas Odea would appreciate it.
(Note: The first five paragraphs of the above information were copied
from the City of Jacksonville website)

Memorial Day 2018 - Did You Know?

Military Appreciation
by Jeanie Wilks

In our CTK gathering area near the Missing Man Table there is a
book and a bulletin board on an easel.

These are here to remind us of our active duty service men and
women as they protect our freedoms.

If you are an active duty service member or you know any active
duty service members that you wish remembered in special prayers,
please place your/their name in our book and your/their picture on the
bulletin board along with the others.
FAQ’s

Today less than 0.5 % of the American population serves in the
Armed Forces; only 7.3% of the living American population has ever
served in the Armed Forces. 
May 20 – Armed Forces Day
The day we remember those who are on active duty with our Armed
Forces.
May 28, 2018 - Memorial Day (Decoration Day) 
The day we remember those who have served and have died.
November 11 - Veterans’ Day 
The day we remember those who have served but have separated or
retired from service. 

May is Military Appreciation Month but we should remember them
always.
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