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Inside this issue of Christ the King Courier:

C O U R I E RC O U R I E R

by Laura Holton

On Sunday, April 7, the St. Augustine Council of
Catholic Women sponsored a wonderful retreat for all
women of the diocese at the Marywood Retreat and
Conference Center. There were well over 100 ladies in
attendance, coming as far away as Live Oak. Representing
the Christ the King Council of Catholic Women were
myself, Staci Duncan, Sue Pastorini and parishioner, Kristin
Kersch. We began our morning with a delightful breakfast
of danish, pastries, cheese platters, fresh fruit and tea and
coffee. Our presenter for the day was Diane Conlon, Chair
of Spirituality Commission, St. Augustine Council of
Catholic Women. The theme throughout the day was
learning to be still and to hear the Holy Spirit’s call to open
our hearts and to understand our Lord better during the most holy season of Lent. It was a day to receive the overflowing graces
that God has to offer to each and every one of us, through the sacrifice of the Cross. Diane led us with songs of praise and
worship, reflection talks and the opportunity to share with other women in attendance our thoughts and feelings about what the
reflection questions meant to us individually. It was wonderful to sit and discuss different faith-based topics with other women
from around our diocese. We also were treated to an inspiring solo performance of “Women of the Bible” which was led by an
amazingly talented theatrical artist who travels all around the country bringing the women of the Bible to life. Her interpretations

of these women were both spiritual and thought-provoking.
We also had a lovely luncheon provided by the wonderful staff at

Marywood. It was so nice to sit in the dining room which overlooks the
beautiful St. Johns River and enjoy fellowship with each other. A bonus after
lunch was the ability to take a leisurely walk down the newly restored dock
on the water and to spend a few minutes in quiet reflection. 
Our day ended with Mass in the chapel, also overlooking the river, with

our celebrant, our beloved Father Boddie. What a perfect way to end such an
uplifting and humbling time together. This was a great opportunity for
women of our diocese to come together, to share in fellowship with one
another, to share our Catholic faith and to be truly transformed by the Holy
Spirit. I think I speak for all who were in attendance when I say that this was
a day to remember and we were blessed and honored to attend. The St.
Augustine Diocesan Council of Catholic Women did an amazing job on this
very special retreat and I pray that we can do this again next year!

TRANSFORMED - Women’s Lenten Day of Reflection
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The mission of  Christ the King Courier is to provide our Christ The King Family with information and news regarding our faith and
parish ministries. The goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the ministries of our parish in the hope
that people can use this information to bring them closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two
of  God's many gifts, and through Christ the King Courier parishioners can share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King
Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message
of the Gospel of Christ.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as
exemplifying the content and character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility,
gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.  The Lord has
forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in
your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to
refuse articles, poetry, advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials
submitted for publication.

Christ the King Capital Campaign

The purpose of the Capital Campaign is to raise necessary funding to complete the
following projects for Christ the King Parish from 2019 to 2023. These projects are needed
for the upkeep of parish property, and to protect parish assets and the safety of parishioners.

The outside of the following buildings on the parish grounds need to be painted:
- Blessed Mother Kingdome Gym
- School buildings 
- St. John 23 Parish Hall
- Shirley David Hall
- Church building
- Rectory building
- Maintenance Garage building

The following important repairs and painting are needed inside these buildings:
St. John 23 Parish Hall:

- Replace ceiling
- Clean vents 
- Paint the inside of the building 
- Improve the restrooms in the St. John 23 Parish Hall

Shirley David Hall
- Improve the restrooms

We also need to:
- Renew the Shepherd Square pavers
- Improve lighting in the large parking lot
- Improve the landscaping

Security Needs:
- Install cameras in the Gathering Area of the Church, the outside doors of the chapel, the outside of the rectory at the entrance, and at the 
exit of the parish grounds.

Plan of Action:
- A Capital Campaign Committee has been established.
- Divide the projects listed above into four phases, one for each  year.
- Prioritize the projects, and separate each into phases 1, 2, 3, or 4.
- Obtain estimated cost for each project.

Funding:
Request assistance from the Diocese of Saint Augustine on ways to conduct an in-parish Capital Campaign.
Detail how the necessary funds will be raised in the parish, and outside the parish, including the time line for raising the necessary funds.
Set projected dates for the start of each project.

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
with

Father James R. Boddie
October 14 - 24, 2019

Father Boddie will be leading a pilgrimage to the Holy Land

The journey will begin in Tel Aviv and will include Mt. Tabor, Cana, Nazareth, the Sea of
Galilee, Capernaum, Tiberias, Mt. Carmel, Bethlehem,

Gethsemane, Jerusalem and so much more!
We look forward to a prayer-filled retreat with you,

among the environs that Jesus walked!



Happy Father’s Day to  our priests,
Fathers to us all!  

We are grateful for you!
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Letters

Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier cer-
tain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the
Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct
quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,
if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not
capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

Editor’s 
Corner

Dear Christ the King Parishioners,

I would like to thank you from the bottom of my heart for your unfail-
ing prayers and support. It has been an absolute joy to return to my home
parish after my Diaconate Ordination and serve you as a deacon! Words
cannot express the tremendous graces I have received just in these three
weeks of being ordained. What a beautiful gift it has been for me to pro-
claim the Gospel and preach to the community who has fostered and
nourished my faith from the very beginning. Throughout my Easter vaca-
tion my prayer has been one of thanksgiving to God for the gift of my
vocation to the priesthood. Entering into this life as a transitional deacon
of the Catholic Church has been an incredible confirmation to me that I
was born to be a priest! I now return to Rome to continue my priestly for-
mation and God-willing in a year on June 20, 2020 I will be ordained to
the priesthood for our Diocese. I look forward to celebrating with you and
of course, I plan on offering my first Mass of Thanksgiving with you at
Christ the King. Plans on the details of the events will be communicated
to you in the near future.
Please know I love you all

and you and your families
remain in my prayers. We are
on this journey together to
build up the Kingdom of
Heaven!

In His Love,
Deacon Clay Ludwig

Almost a year has gone by. It’s
hard for me to believe that this is the
fourth issue for me as editor. I have
learned so much in the past nine
months and had a chance to talk to
people in church that I might not
have met otherwise. It’s amazing to me, that in spite of proofreading for
the Courier for about 19 years, I had no idea of the amount of work going
on behind the scenes, in order to get articles ready for publishing. 
Mary Ann Sullivan was one of the original group that started the

Courier in 1996 and has always been the right-hand assistant to the edi-
tor. The Courier work has evolved as technology evolved. In more recent
years on the front end, Mary Ann has monitored all the e-mails, down-
loaded articles, transferred them to Microsoft Word, changed each article
to our standard font and size, made other formatting corrections and pre-
pared them for the proofreading process. If you get interrupted during
some parts of this process (and it happens) you can lose your momentum
and sometimes have to start over. She did all this as well as participating
in several other ministries.
My husband and I have taken over the front end, enabling Mary Ann

to concentrate on the more creative side (QuarkXPress desktop publish-
ing,) where articles and photos are positioned on the pages. This requires
talent, but less time, so she can devote more time to her other ministries.
Nick and Bernie Klepac are our other “Quark people” and, as you proba-
bly know, they also are involved in a lot of other ministries, especially the
Knights. Always check Nick’s article about the Knights’ activities in
every issue. Without the ministries supported by so many volunteers a
parish couldn’t run. Tell them “thank you” when you see them next in
church or elsewhere.
Once articles have been proofed and corrected three times and given

a final proofing by the (now) editor, the articles are magically transformed
by the “Quark people” into the newspaper pages you are holding now. 
I want parishioners to know how the ministries operate, and what they

do to accomplish their goals. If you don’t tell us details by sending in an
article, how will we know? It’s not bragging if it’s true!

by Cynthia Surles

There’s days for getting taxes paid 
And days for mowing lawns 

There’s days to go to Church and School 
And days to plow the farm 

There’s days to fuss with knitting socks 
And days to sleep or play 

But the one that means the most to me 
Is known as Father’s Day. 

To be a Father is a calling, 
Not all men can claim 

Responding to the family’s needs, 
Providing love’s his aim 

And to that end, you’ve given me 
The best I know you’ve had 

I wish you the best this Father’s Day 
My one and only Dad

Poem taken from the following web site 
(no author shown):

https://www.homemade-gifts-made-easy.com/fathers-
day-poems.html

© Homemade-gifts-made-easy.com

One and Only Dad
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submitted by Nick Klepac, GK

The Marian Prayer Program
featuring Our Lady Help of
Persecuted Christians Icon came to
Christ the King parish Saturday,
April 6, 2019, and was on display
in the Church and Chapel April 7 -
12.  Grand Knight, Nick Klepac,
led participants in the prayer
program each night beginning
Monday, April 8, at 5:30 p.m.

After the program prayers were
completed, the Knights sold
Solidarity Crosses in support of the
Christian Refugee Relief Fund,

collecting over
$500.  Coupled
with a previous
donation and
assistance from
the K’Cees
(Ladies Auxiliary
of the Knights), a
total of $1000
was contributed.

The following excerpt from the
2019 Marian Prayer Program
Prayer Book explains the Marian
Icon program.

Introduction by Carl A.
Anderson, Supreme Knight:

Blessed are those who are
persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. (Mt 5:10)

In every age, Christians have
suffered for their faith, from the
Roman Coliseum to the recent
beheadings perpetrated by ISIS.
Brave men and women, embracing
the cross of Jesus, have gone to
their death rather than deny their
faith, and the blood of these
martyrs serves as the “seed of
Christians,” enlivening faith in
others. Today, the witness of
martyrs continues in an especially
intense way in the Middle East,
where priests are murdered for

offering Mass and families are
driven from their homes for
displaying a cross.

With this Marian Prayer
Program, we honor the martyrs
over the centuries as we call
particular attention to the suffering
of today’s Christians in the Middle
East. Featuring the newly
commissioned icon of Our Lady
Help of Persecuted Christians, the
prayer program is the latest in a
series of efforts undertaken by the
Knights of Columbus to aid those
who suffer for their faith. Since its
inception in 2014 our Christian
Refugee Relief Fund has raised and
distributed close to $20 million to
help feed and clothe needy families
in the Middle East and to resettle
and rebuild villages destroyed by
ISIS. Pope Francis has called these
efforts “an eloquent sign of your
Order’s firm commitment to
solidarity and communion with our
fellow Christians.” 

Created by Italian
iconographer Fabrizio Diomedi,
this icon depicts the Blessed
Mother, with the Child Jesus over
her heart, spreading her protective
mantle around a representative
gathering of recent Christian
martyrs—men and women, young
and old, from East and West;

priests, religious and laypersons,
including one of the six priest-
members of the Knights of
Columbus who were killed by the
Mexican government in the first
half of the 20th century. The four
crosses represent an “ecumenism
of blood” among martyrs of Roman
and Eastern Catholicism, as well as
those of Coptic, Armenian, Syriac
and Orthodox traditions.

Since its inception in 1979, the
Knights of Columbus’ prayer
program has held more than
166,900 local council and parish
prayer services with some 20
million participants. Featured
images have included Our Lady of
Guadalupe, Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Our Lady of Czestochowa,
Our Lady of Pochaiv, Our Lady of
the Assumption, Our Lady of the
New Advent, Our Lady of the
Rosary and Our Lady of Charity.

By taking part in the current
prayer program, Knights and their
families, and all who join with
them, are rendering spiritual aid to
those who suffer today for their
faith. Let us ask the holy martyrs,
ancient and recent, to intercede for
persecuted Christians everywhere
as we invoke upon them the
protection of Mary.

Marian Icon Prayer Program

by Deacon George Barletta

We all know that Ash
Wednesday marks the beginning of
the Season of Lent. It is a time of
fasting, prayer and penance which
leads us through the forty days to
Jesus’ resurrection. By observing
these days of Lent as a time of
prayer, self-denial, reflection,
mediation and preparation, we
should make every effort and seize
the opportunity to imitate Jesus’
withdrawal into the wilderness for
forty days and at the same time
contemplating his suffering, death
and resurrection. It is a time for us
to reflect right in the beginning
when the ashes are placed on your
forehead and you hear those
touching words - “Repent and
believe in the Gospels.” You are
placing yourself in a position to
nurture and foster a sense of
humility. You are accepting and
identifying yourself as a sinner.
While the ashes are a sign of
contrition, they also remind us that
we have a loving, caring, merciful
and forgiving God who loves us as
we are. It allows us to look within
ourselves and examine our hearts.
It is a time for serious, disciplined
self-examination, a time spent in
intensive prayer and repentance.

Lent is a time of repentance.
God calls each and every one of us
to return to Him with all our
humble and contrite hearts. We
have to examine our innermost self
and change our evil ways or
inclinations. At the same time we

are reminded that God is gracious
and merciful - “slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love.” If we
repent and are sincere and genuine
by turning away from sin, God will
realize this. God is not a God of
punishment but a God of love to
those who strive earnestly to walk
in His righteous path and follow
His ways.

We all know the teachings of
Jesus regarding the Christian way
of living and their total
commitment to God and fellow
men. We are provided the ethical
norms given by Christ that enable
us to stand firm on our beliefs and
faith even knowing that at times
what we believe is contrary to the
values of the world. It is being
devoted and called upon to follow
Jesus and to defend our faith and to
stand up for what is right. It is that
time when we strive to have a more
personal and intimate relationship
with God. It enables us to be that
shining Christ-like example that
bears witness to Christ through our
life, actions and words.

Prayer, fasting and almsgiving
are traditional Lenten observances
which are all service to God
individually and in community and
in service with and for others.

Our prayer is our personal
relationship with God. It is our time
for raising our all to God. We are all
expected to pray more and become
more intimate and closer with God.
To pray means to place oneself in
an attitude of listening and to
present all we have and are to God.
To present the prayers of need,

intercession, praise and
thanksgiving shows that we want to
be united with him and be closer to
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Fasting is more than a means of
developing self-control. It is often
an aid to prayer, for when we
hunger physically we should be
reminded of our spiritual hunger.
Fasting can help us realize the
suffering that so many people in
our world experience every day,
and it should lead us to greater
sense of understanding and strive to
be involved to help alleviate that
suffering. Fasting helps us to
rediscover the need and desire of
God as the profound soul of our
existence, disposing ourselves to be
empty of ourselves in order to be
full of Him. That physical hunger
should remind us of that spiritual
hunger for God and this leads to
profound change, transformation
and conversion.

Alms-giving is simply a
response by us to God, a response
that we have come to through
prayer and fasting. It is an
expression of our gratitude for all
that God has given us - whether we
asked for it or not. It is never just
about me but rather it is about them
and I mean all of them. Works of
charity and the promotion of justice
are key elements of the way of life
we have been asked to live. It is an
attitude of the heart. It is being
humble, repentant, merciful,
compassionate and loving to others
just as God is with us. Alms-giving
is a response by us to God, whether
it be something given up or

something added. Maybe it is a
gesture of love or kindness that is
done out of the goodness of your
heart. It is done without expecting
anything in return. It is done
because of the love and praise you
have for God and you desire others
to share in that love also.

Let us all be prepared and be
able to do better. Let us “Repent
and believe in the Gospels.” Do all
we can to avoid temptation and the
occasions of sin. Let us do all in
accordance with the will of God
and not fall into the evil ways of the
world.

Jesus says that our Father in
heaven will reward us for our
sincerity and genuineness and the
reward may not be here and now
but we must look for the reward in
the life to come. We pray that our
Lenten season may be a time to
prepare ourselves to the death and
resurrection of our Lord. We must
walk with Christ in our lives every
minute of the day, from the time we
rise in the morning until the time
we go to bed at night. Equally,
when you sacrifice by giving to the
Church or by reaching out to
someone in need, your left hand
must not know what your right
hand is doing.

We want to change our lives
during Lent and come closer to
Jesus. It is a time to be joyful
because it is our preparation for the
future joy of Easter that approaches
us bringing his blessings, mercy
and forgiveness.

AMEN.

Reflecting on Lent



May 2019 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 5

by Sandy Hill

First Reconciliation
On March 23, 22 children nervously entered the Church

to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  As they entered
the gathering area with their parents, they quietly chatted
with their friends before entering the Church. Mrs. Griffin,
teacher for Religious Education, and Mrs. Stevens, the
Christ the King Second Grade teacher, gradually rounded up
the children and quieted them as they entered the church.
All the children sat in the front of the church as parents sat
in the pews behind them. Father Boddie walked down the
aisle, leading with the song “Christ Be Our Light.” After
reading the Gospel of Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32, about the lost
sheep and the Prodigal Son, he spoke poignantly to the
young children. He stressed that we were given the
Sacrament of Reconciliation to ask for forgiveness from
God the Father. We want to try our best to be like Jesus, but
God knows we are not perfect. By receiving this Sacrament,
we can cleanse our souls and put ourselves back on the road
to Jesus. He used examples of stealing, being obedient to
parents, and missing Mass to help children understand
things we do sometimes can separate us from being close to
Jesus. The children joined in the discussion by answering
Father Boddie’s questions and explaining the importance of
the Ten Commandments. 

Father Boddie then led the children in an Examination of Conscience which helped them think seriously about some of the things that can lead us
astray from Jesus. He also encouraged parents to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, stating, “ The children are always watching what you do.”
The children then lined up in front of the Altar and sang “The Ten Commandments” song for their parents who proudly watched. Quietly, they walked
to the back of the church, lined up in front of the confessional, and waited for Father Boddie to enter. One by one, they patiently sat until it was their
turn to enter the confessional. Upon coming out, they reverently found a quiet spot in the church to complete their penance before finding their par-
ents. They beautifully received the gift of FORGIVENESS……in preparation for their First Holy Communion.

The Retreat
Children making their First Holy Communion are required to attend a retreat in preparation for this important sacrament. On May 3, 2019, they

met in the Saint John XXIII Hall to begin their retreat. Students came in and began preparing decorations for their First Holy Communion Day cele-
bration. As they worked, pizza was brought in for dinner and they watched a DVD called “The Bread of Life.” Children were then broken up into
small groups to explore different aspects of their First Holy Communion. Parents volunteered to help out with supervision and crafts for the occasion.
One group went to the church to meet with Father Boddie. There he spent time explaining different areas of the church, the meaning of sacramental
used during the Mass, and the vestments that priests wear. Another group read a story called, “The Night Before Holy Communion” and discussed the
meaning of the story and the importance of this special sacrament. A third group made unleavened bread dough which could be taken home to bake.
They discussed the true meaning of the Eucharist. Finally, a fourth group prayerfully wrote a “Thank You” note to Jesus which was dropped into the
Offertory basket at their First Holy Communion. Once each group rotated through all the stations, we gathered in the church to practice for their big
day. Everyone enjoyed spending time together, preparing for Sunday….Their First Holy Communion!

First Holy Communion
On May 5, at the 9:00 a.m. Mass, 22 children made their First Holy Communion. The children met in the classrooms as their parents entered the

Church to get a good seat for this special occasion. When it was time to enter the Church, they lined up quietly holding a white carnation. They truly
looked angelic. They processed in, bowing reverently at the Altar, placing the carnation into a vase at the base of the Altar, and quietly took their place
in the pews at the front of the Church. Father Boddie began the Mass as the children listened intently, waiting for their special moment. He addressed
the children during his Homily, asking them questions and discussing the importance of the Eucharist. When it was time for Communion, one by one,
each child humbly walked up to Father Boddie to receive the Body of Christ. Each one then stepped to the side and received the Precious Blood from
Deacon George. Graciously, each child returned to their seat, knelt down, and said a prayer of thanks to Jesus for His sacrifice on the cross. When the
Mass ended, they processed out and proudly posed for a group picture. Following Mass, a reception was held in the John XXIII Hall to celebrate their
First Holy Communion.  Receiving the true Body and Blood of Christ remains one of the most powerful Sacraments of our Catholic Faith.
Congratulations to our young people for a beautiful First Holy Communion!

Reconciliation/First Holy Communion

Photos by Le Ann Vega
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by Cynthia Surles

Did you know you can attend
FREE classes at the various public
libraries in town? Whether you
want to learn a craft, exercise with
Tai Chi, shop safer online, need
help with various forms of
technology, or just want to relax
and watch a free movie, the library
probably has what you need. 
Just go to the web site and see

what you can find at a library near
you.
https://www.jaxpubliclibrary.or

g/events

Here are some samples of
what’s available this week at
various libraries. There’s more. Not
all classes are at all libraries, but
you can search for what you’re
interested in. What a great
opportunity we have in our city!
Take advantage of it.
- 1-on-1 Tech Tutoring by 
appointment

- Introduction to Tai Chi
- MS Office 2010: Excel 3
-Learn Origami with Japanese
Association of Jacksonville

- Beginner Brush Calligraphy 
& Hand Lettering 
Workshop

- ESOL Class
- Watch It Wednesday (movies)
- Introduction to Keyboarding
- Tech Time
- Blue4Books
- Game On! Table Games from
the Philippines

- Conversation Essentials
- Books & Bricks Barbed Wire
Baseball

- ARTrageous Mountain Chef

- GIMP Digital Image Editing: 
Digital Painting

- Crafting Fun for JPL 50+  
Bring your favorite craft to 
work on in a fun, relaxed 
atmosphere. JPL50

- Safe Online Shopping
- MS Office 2010: Word 1
- Introduction to Jewelry 
Making

- Downtown Jax Toastmasters
- Coding: Python
Also, GED Prep Classes and
assorted classes for children

FREE Jacksonville Public Library Classes

City Council Vice President Scott Wilson will have a Town Hall
Meeting on Monday, May 20, at the Jacksonville Elks Lodge at 1855 West
Road. The meeting starts at 6:30 p.m. 
The following items will be on the meeting agenda: 
Belfort Road improvements: Chris LeDew, Chief of Traffic

Engineering
Waste Pro garbage contract: David Searcy, Division Manager

Parks, recreation and Senior Center update: Daryl Joseph, Director
City Boards and Commissions: Chiquita Moore, Mayor’s office 
The following Departments will be available during the meeting: 
Public Works, FDOT, Solid Waste, Mowing, Traffic Engineering,

Storm Water and Right of Way, Parks, Recreation, Seniors, Code
Compliance, Mosquito Control, Animal Care, Planning, JTA, JEA, and
JSO.

Town Hall Meeting

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Pray for Us
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by Gerry Schmidt

Legion of Mary member Jacinta
Robin was born February 26, 1989. Her
father is from Haiti. He came to the
United States at age 10 and grew up in
New York City. He moved to
Jacksonville in his 20s and met her
mother, Angela, who was born in New
Jersey but has lived in Jacksonville
most of her life. Her mother and father
are both very pious Catholics. Angela
had been a Protestant. She met Jacinta’s
father, who was just a cultural Catholic.
Angela tried to get him to become a
Protestant, but he said, “No way!” but
he didn’t have any arguments as to why
he should stay Catholic. He started
doing research and he fell in love more
and more with Catholicism and then
converted Angela to Catholicism. The
story of Fatima made a big impression
on them, so that’s where she got her
name: Jacinta. The family says the rosary together every Saturday. It’s a
big part of their lives. Jacinta is the first of six children. 

What made you join the Legion of Mary? 
“I was in St. Augustine with my boyfriend at the time and we were

approached by a beautiful young woman who caught his eye and with
whom he began to talk, and it bothered me. As I listened, I learned a lit-
tle bit about what she did. She was a Legionary. I didn’t know much about
the Legion but seeing her as an involved young person it sparked my
interest and it also seemed that it was a mission that she took pride in. It
gave her a little bit of that edge, that glow that I wanted. Later, on my own,
I learned a little bit more about what the Legion did. I didn’t know of a
chapter that was near me in Jacksonville until I heard the commercial on
the radio station (WQOP). Christ the King’s chapter was right up my alley
because I go there for Mass in the afternoons and that’s how I met Virginia
Manalon and was asked to join.”

How far have you gone in your education? 
“I’ll be finishing up a Bachelor’s degree in Cultural Studies and

Biology by the end of the summer.” 

Are you a full-time student?
“I feel like one. I feel like I’ve been studying forever. I’ve been

blessed to have dipped my toe into various subject areas. I was Pre-Med
for a while; I switched to Sociology, then Political Science. Cultural
Studies is something I really enjoy, but I’m grateful for the background in
science and mathematics because it gives me the formation in the use of
logic. Then I can apply logic to the more social sciences. It’s a lot of fun.”

What did you feel like before you made your first door-to-door visit?
“I was a little bit nervous. I didn’t want to be seen as a fanatic or some-

one who’s taking their faith too literally or too seriously, especially by the
people to whom we’re reaching out, but that’s not the feedback that we
get typically. Every once in a while someone might be frustrated or not
really have time to speak with us. For the most part people seem to be
open to hear what we have to say, and I think that if you are interested in
sharing your faith you’re going to try all means available to provide it to
people. That’s what most marketing systems do: they try to get their infor-
mation out and they use door-to-door as a way to do that. I don’t see why
religious people shouldn’t do that as well.”

Do you believe that “It doesn’t matter what religion you belong to,” a
belief that is common in America, or are you committed to the fact
that the only church Jesus started is the Catholic Church? 
“Absolutely the latter. I feel like Christ is our first pope. Then after

Him came Peter and the rest is history. Two thousand years of handing on
the same teaching and thousands of saints prove that our system works.
We would have disintegrated into a heap of sects, just like the denomina-
tions, had it not been for the Holy Spirit’s protection.” 
At this point the interviewer interjected: “There is a story that

Napoleon was talking to some bishop. Napoleon told him, “I’m going to
destroy that thing (the Catholic Church).” The bishop responded, “If our
bishops and priests haven’t succeeded in 2000 years you’re not going to
do it.”
Jacinta: “Right. He who strikes the pope dies, that’s the slogan.

Napoleon didn’t make it and those who tried before him didn’t make it,
either.”

Jacinta’s final thoughts: 
“I’m here to develop my faith. That’s the first purpose of the Legion.

What I can offer the Legion is to be a portal to the young adult communi-
ty, to help them understand why I joined and what turned me on so that
they can learn what might attract certain people. I hobnob with many
young people at the University of North Florida, where I am a member of
the Ospreys. I was attracted to the Legion’s prayer life, and then the door-
to-door aspect. It gave me an outlet to share my faith that seemed to make
a lot of sense. I think a lot of people will want to join the Legion the more
they learn about it and the more we can explain to them the things that are
really significant to people groping for truth.”

The interviewer brought the interview to a close with:
“Next Saturday (3/9/19) at Resurrection there’s going to be a Day for

Men. The Legion of Mary is going to have a table. I wonder if you’d be
interested in being there to hand out tri-folds and answer questions. The
Legion needs a new image of dynamic young people and you fit that
image.”
“Oh, I’d be glad to come!”  

Jacinta Robin - Testimony

Young children have a difficult
time understanding the Liturgy of
the Word during the Sunday Mass.
The text and vocabulary used in the
Bible are directed towards adults
and can be “over the heads” of
young children. At Christ the King
9:00 a.m. Mass, children can expe-
rience the love of Christ through a
Children’s Liturgy.  At the 9:00

a.m. Mass, children in preschool to second grade can meet in the lobby of
the church during the Liturgy of the Word to listen to the gospel and dis-
cuss the meaning of the day’s readings. 
The priest calls the children to the front of the church for a blessing

before beginning the Liturgy of the Word. A teacher leads them to the
lobby of the church. There, they listen to the Gospel reading for the day
and discuss its meaning and how it relates to their young lives. Children
have the opportunity to ask questions and talk about how they can live the
Gospel reading. They color a related picture or do a craft that also relates
to the Gospel. They re-enter the Mass and rejoin their parents during the
Offertory. 
Children’s Liturgy helps children experience the Gospel at a level

they can understand. They love to tell their parents what they’ve learned
and how it relates to their little lives. If you have children in preschool to
second grade, join us at the 9:00 a.m. Mass so your children can experi-
ence the Children’s Liturgy Program at Christ the King Church. It’s
important that children experience Mass with their family because as we
know, parents are the primary teachers of their children’s faith formation.
Thank you for allowing us to be a small part of teaching our young people
about God’s love. 💕💕

Sandy Hill
Christ the King Church
Director of Religious Education

If you are interested in teaching
Religious Education……

by Sandy Hill
We are looking for people to teach Religious Education to our

young people on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:30 p.m. for the
upcoming year. Fortunately, we will be holding Basic Certification
Training for anyone who is interested in spreading the Word of God (or
if anyone would like to become a substitute for teachers). The training
involves participation in two workshops in November. The first week-
end is at Resurrection Parish on November 9-10. The second weekend
is at Christ the King on November 23-24. Those who are interested
need to participate in both workshops. Please contact Sandy Hill at
(904) 553-8958 if you are interested in attending the training. We don’t
often get the opportunity to have the training so close to our own
parish, so it’s a great time to get your Basic Certification!
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ICARE
Interfaith Coalition for Action, Reconciliation and Empowerment

by Amanda Nelson

ICARE is a group of 38
congregations across
Jacksonville and Northeast
Florida that come together
to address community prob-
lems. Together, we make up
a coalition that has power to
make meaningful, lasting
change in our community.
Christ the King is a member
congregation of ICARE and
has formed a justice min-
istry. Our ministry holds
elected officials account-
able to make commitments

to prioritize those in our city that are vulnerable and offer second chances
and redemption. We hold a yearly assembly called the Nehemiah
Assembly and this year it was held on April 1, at 6:30 p.m. at Abyssinia
Baptist Church. 

History
In 1993, a committee of pastors and denominational leaders met to

chart a vision: to improve the quality of life in Jacksonville by addressing
serious justice issues important to members of their congregations. This
group of pastors and leaders raised money and hired staff to help create a
faith-based community organization. In 1997, they formed ICARE, a
coalition of congregations committed to living out God’s call to do jus-
tice. That year, they held an Action attended by 1,000 people. Since then,
the organization has grown into a diverse, interfaith coalition of congre-
gations – these congregations each have their own justice ministry. This
year, our Christ the King justice ministry has worked with other congre-
gations on three major issues – youth, criminal justice and access to fresh
food.

Current Issue Work
Our Youth Committee has been working to reform student discipline

in Duval County Public Schools. Restorative justice is a program in ele-
mentary, middle and high schools that heals relationships, teaches conflict
resolution and holds youth accountable for their actions. Our school dis-
trict gave us a report that indicated that restorative justice are only being
used 14% of the time. We will be asking our Superintendent to strength-
en this program so our classrooms can be a safe learning environment.
Our Criminal Justice committee has been monitoring the Sheriff and State
Attorney’s progress in releasing their data on a transparency website,

making the issuance of jaywalking citations fairer and providing needed
funding for Jacksonville Re-Entry Center, or JREC. We learned some
very good news – because of our work, the Jacksonville Re-Entry Center,
or JREC, has hired two new staff members with the additional funding
that ICARE won. JREC also made important changes to its housing con-
tract, raising the rate at which they can provide housing from $16 per day
to $20 per day. Finally, our justice ministry continues to work with the
Northwest Jacksonville Community Development Corporation to open a
grocery store on Moncrief Road. We are seeking a nonprofit grocer and
have identified Salvation Army as a possible partner to manage the gro-
cery store. 

Past Victories
In ICARE’s history, we pushed our School District to implement pro-

grams that successfully teach students to learn to read. We got JTA to add
bus lines and a bus hub at the Gateway Mall, we secured a restorative jus-
tice program in 180 Duval County Public schools, we pushed our School
Board to implement in-school suspension and got JSO to expand a
HotSpot program to reduce violent crime. We got our court system to
institute neighborhood accountability boards where youth can seek resti-
tution and avoid criminal records and jail. We got hospitals in
Jacksonville to pursue becoming certified as Baby-Friendly to reduce
infant mortality and work with Lutheran Services Florida to expand men-
tal health services. 

The Nehemiah Assembly
Our vision is to get the same number of people we have at worship

services 52 times each year to gather once a year at the Nehemiah Action
Assembly. We do this because we take the requirements laid out in scrip-
ture seriously. Micah 6:8 reads “He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, AND to love kind-
ness, AND to walk humbly with your God?” Like mercy and faithfulness,
all of God’s people are required to do justice. In the Bible, doing justice
meant holding the king, rulers, and officials accountable for treating their
people fairly. It means changing the systems that create victims, not treat-
ing individual victims. Although we do not have a king or a ruler, we have
officials that we hold accountable by gathering hundreds of people at the
Nehemiah Assembly. 

Other events coming up:
- Celebration on May 20 at 7:00 p.m. at Woodlawn Presbyterian
- Research Committee Meeting on April 23 at 6:30 p.m. at
Arlington Congregational Church

If you have questions, email: icarejax@gmail.com.

Match each word to its definition below.

1. AMICE   2. CALUMNY   3. COMPLINE   4. DECALOGUE 5. OREMUS   6. LECTERN

Definitions:

_____ A short linen cloth, oblong in shape and worn beneath the alb by the priest. The purpose
of which is to cover the shoulders, and originally also the head, of the wearer. A short prayer is said
while putting it on. 

_____ An invitation to pray, such as, “Let us pray.”

_____ Damaging of the good name of another by imputing to someone a crime or fault of which he or she is not guilty.

_____ Support for a book, reading-desk, or bookstand, upon which the sacred book used in liturgical ceremonies. A smaller version is often
placed on the altar to hold the book during the Mass. 

_____ The concluding hour of the Divine Office. Consisting of a hymn, psalms, readings and concluding prayer following Vespers. 

_____ The Ten Commandments, inscribed on two tablets of stone, given to Moses on Mount Sinai.  

Answers on page 18
* Swiss cheese is sometimes called Holy Cheese or Church Cheese

Holy Chitchat 

*



Interviewed by Gerry Schmidt

Theo was born on August 15,
1965, in Kilkenny City, County
Kilkenny, southeast Ireland. His
family lived in Thomastown at the
time. He has six brothers, one of
whom has died, and four sisters.
Theo is a twin; his brother is Tony.
They are in the middle of the line-
up. His mom is still alive; his dad
died in August, 2007. 

Tell me about that Flemish sur-
name.
“My great grandfather came

from Belgium to Ireland. He mar-
ried a woman named O’Toole. He
came after the ‘Great Potato
Famine’.”

How high did you go in your edu-
cation?
“I took three years of college,

specializing in Applied Physics and
Industrial Instrumentation. I do use
what I learned at my job. My com-
pany used to be known as
Jefferson-Smurfit; then it became
Rock Ten and now it’s West Rock.
They use 100 percent recycled
paper to make cardboard boxes. I
assure you that that bad smell in the
air sometimes, does NOT come
from my company! LOL”

Did you participate in sports in
your youth? Which ones?
“Coming from a large family

we all played at sports. Outside the
family, I engaged in soccer and the
Irish game of hurling. Hurling is
played with sticks that come from
the ash tree (hurls). It’s the fastest
field sport in the world. It’s a com-
pletely amateur game administered
by the Gaelic Athletic Association.
It goes back to the times of Cú
Chulainn (Cu Cullen, in English) in
medieval Irish history. The object is
to hit a small ball (sliotar) with the
stick.”

Describe the degree of religiosity
in your home, e.g., did your fam-
ily go to Mass every week? How
often did they say the rosary as a
family?
“My parents were very faithful

Catholics. I grew up in Gorey, north
Wexford Co. We moved there in
1972. Ninety percent of Gorey was
Catholic; ten percent was Church
of Ireland. Mass attendance was 90
percent. My family went to Mass
every Sunday. My parents prayed
the rosary daily. When we were
younger we kids prayed the rosary.
When my older sibs got to be
teenagers they stopped. Daily Mass
was at 10:00 a.m., so my father was
unable to attend, as he worked for
the RR. When he retired, he attend-
ed daily Mass. Had there been
evening Masses during his working
years he would have attended.” 

How high did your own religious
education go?

“My religious formation went
as far as Confirmation. I went to a
Christian Brothers School (Brother
Rice’s order), but the majority of
my teachers were laymen.
Religious Ed. was from noon to
12:30 p.m., but it was never tested
on. By comparison, in England, one
can take Religious Studies as a test-
ed subject. Even though the Irish
hierarchy had a big say as to what
was taught, they never came up
with a formalized line of catecheti-
cal books which could be followed.
Today the situation in Irish schools
has disintegrated into
Multiculturalism: kids are taught
about all faiths, and that all faiths
are equal.”

Did you have any relatives who
were priests or religious?
“I had an uncle who was a

priest of the Millhill Fathers. He
served for 30 years in Kenya, to the
Massai tribe. In the late 60s he
became disillusioned and left not
only the priesthood, but the faith.” 

Where did you get the name for
your presidium – Our Lady of
Knock?
“Our Lady appeared in Knock,

County Mayo, Ireland, on
September 21, 1879. The John
Wayne movie, The Quiet Man, was
filmed not far from here. Over 1
million people died of starvation
between 1841 and 1849. This is
known as the Potato Famine.
Before the famine the island’s pop-
ulation had been nine million. Sir
Walter Raleigh had brought the
potato to Ireland, and people
depended on that one crop. It failed
due to potato blight. This led to a
massive emigration of about one
million to the English-speaking
countries of the world. The English,
who ruled Ireland at the time, fol-
lowed a policy of forcing the Irish
farmers off their lands so as to
award the British upper class and
nobility with titles and estates. The
farmers were left the poorer soils.
The famine affected places in the
west of Ireland. 
Another (but less disastrous)

potato blight began in 1879, so
Mary’s appearance at Knock (west-
ern Ireland) was a great consola-
tion. The Legion of Mary (LOM)
was formed by Frank Duff in
Dublin in 1921. When you look at
the invocations we say at a meet-
ing, you see that Jesus, and the
saints invoked, are the ones who
appeared at Knock. Knock is pure-
ly Eucharistic – it’s one of the nine
major apparitions in the world. 
Another reason for the choice

of the name is the play on words:
knock meaning rapping on a door.”

Tell us about the apparition.
“It was on a Thursday, a rainy

evening, and there were 15 witness-
es to it. They had informed the
parish priest sometime after 6:00
p.m. It lasted for two hours.

Nothing was said. The priest came
out when it was over.
Our Lady was wearing a large,

brilliant crown and clothed in white
garments. On her right was St.
Joseph, his head inclined toward
her and on her left St. John the
Evangelist, who appeared to be
preaching. To the left of Saint John
was an altar on which stood the
Lamb and behind it, a cross.
Standing only a few feet off the
ground, the Blessed Virgin was
described by witnesses as being
incredibly beautiful. She appeared
to be praying with her eyes looking
toward heaven with her arms
extended in the orans attitude of
prayer.”

How did you come to emigrate
from Ireland?
“I immigrated into the USA at

the end of July, 1992. In Ireland, I
had worked with two different
companies but I was ‘part time, full
time’ for about 5 years. In other
words, I was regarded as a part-
timer who would remain so. I
worked for Albemarle Foods,
which is a big dairy producer, and
also Siúcra Erin, the sugar beet fac-
tory, but they were seasonal work.
Unemployment at the time was 22
percent. I was employed 10, 11
months out of the year. In the sugar
beet industry, the season lasted 100
days, seven days a week, 12 hours a
day. 
The US was advertising visas

and I was fortunate: my name came
up. Months later they set up an
appointment where you have to
show that you have employment in
the US. If you don’t have it lined
up, you can’t enter, even if you
have the visa. The difficulty is get-
ting hired in a country that you
haven’t visited. Luckily, I found
employment.”

Were you ever involved in any
Catholic organizations in
Ireland?
“I was involved every Saturday

for three or four years in collections
of funds for school expansions. I
joined a youth group briefly to
paint the parish hall.”

Were you ever involved in any
Catholic organizations in the
USA?
“When I first came over I had

no car. Later, when I got one, I
attended Mass faithfully on
Sundays and holy days. I’ve been a
parishioner at Christ the King from
the first. The pastor then was
Monsignor Danaher. He used to
talk about ‘time, talent and treas-
ure,’ which emphasized being
engaged and involved. I was
impressed that the church in
America is engaged in activities.
When one looks at the number of
organizations in the parish it’s
amazing. I realized I was a pew-
dweller: just coming to Mass. It

was at something like a ministry
fair that I checked two boxes to
join, but I never followed up on it. I
can’t say I was never approached. I
came to ask myself: What have I
done for the church? 
My older brother Don had died

in 2005; my father in 2007. Shortly
afterward, I began going to Mass
on Saturday. I was drawing closer
to my faith, praying for my brother
and my dad. Then I asked myself:
‘What do I really know about my
faith?’ I looked at Trinity Broadcast
Network and saw how our
Protestant brothers and sisters share
their faith. I knew that the Real
Presence was in the Catholic
Church, and I knew that they didn’t
have that. They seemed to know
their faith well. I picked up the
Catechism of the Catholic Church
and I read it cover to cover. I said,
“Wow! This book is profound!” I
would share my faith with people. 
In 2008 Father Thanh, the next

pastor, started Why Catholic?
Eight to ten people would attend a
session. There were two 12-week
sessions throughout the year: 12
before Easter, and 12 before
Christmas. There were four books,
one each year, each covering one of
the four parts of the CCC: The
Creed, the Sacraments, the 10
Commandments and Prayer. There
were 700-800 people meeting in
private homes on Thursday
evenings from 7-8:30 p.m. We’d
read the chapters in the booklet and
then discuss our faith. Then the
host would bring up anything that
was going on in the parish, or dio-
cese, e.g., the Eucharistic Congress
or A Day for Men at Resurrection.
So being informed about the latter,
I attended it, and found it intense. 
I met Tony Marinucci in Why

Catholic. He asked me if I had ever
heard about Cursillo, which is a
short course in Christianity.
Eduardo Bonnin established it in
Spain in 1944. It aims to build
Catholic leaders. I started ’group-
ing’ in Shirley David Hall on
Monday evenings in 2011. Also, on
the middle Friday of each month I
attended Ultreyas, where all groups
– men and women – meet, at
Assumption church. I was ‘group-
ing’ for about a year; then I made a
Cursillo in March, two01two.
Fifteen talks were given: ten by
laypeople, five by priests. The talks
emphasized the true meaning of
grace, the sacraments, the Mass, the
nature and need of prayer, living
one’s daily life in union with God,
studying to understand the gift of
God, and introducing Christ to oth-
ers by word and deed. The atmos-
phere of the three days was one of
joy and grace. I found it overpow-
ering. 
After the Cursillo weekend we

were formed into small faith-shar-
ing groups meeting weekly where
we follow a format of prayer, piety,
study and apostolic action.  
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One time I was at a school of
leaders, which they also have
monthly. There they build up teams
to set up more Cursillo weekends.
After my weekend, I helped set up
four subsequent weekends. Talks
are by lay people and priests of the
diocese. It was a true awakening
that Saturday afternoon (See next
question). I knew that the world
was hurting, and yet I was at peace.
A great sense of compassion
overcame me; I need to reach out to
more people. Reaching out to the
hurting world with the gospel of
Jesus Christ is the greatest remedy
for what ails it.” 

You once said that going to a
Cursillo is an excellent way to
“rev” people up to join the
Legion of Mary.

“I was at a school of leaders one
Saturday; Father Thanh was giving
one of the talks. He said, ‘I think
you’d be good at RCIA,’ so I
joined, in August, 2012. I was
involved in RCIA for three or four
years under Deacon James Scott,
then Joe Birch. It was satisfying to
see people develop between August
and Easter, and then during the six-
week period of Mystogogy,
learning how to live out the faith. I
could see the transformation in
people. 

“I was grouping on Mondays
through Cursillo, going to RCIA on
Wednesdays and going to Mass on
Saturday. 

I met Stuart Pierce. He asked
me to join Nocturnal Adoration
7:00 to 8:00 a.m. – 25 hours. I have
led that group ever since Stuart died
three or four years ago. We do
readings from the Nocturnal
Adoration Society - readings from
the scriptures, and e.g., St. Thomas
Aquinas or St. John Chrysostom on
the Eucharist. You’re before the
Blessed Sacrament and reading
these documents – sometimes 20-
30 pages. But they are spread out
over the 25 hours. At the end, we’d
have Benediction, then Mass. If
one can’t talk about his faith after
that experience he is exerting his
will not to do so. One should be
changed by the experience. 

“One of the guys I met through
Cursillo was Mark LaMontagne, in
2015, the week before Good
Friday. After the 5:30 p.m. Mass
one Friday, I was leaving to go to
the parking lot on the Larkin Rd.
side. Mark came up to me and
asked, ‘Hey, have you ever heard of
the Legion of Mary?’ I said, ‘I
didn’t even know that they operated
at CTK.’ Mark said, ‘I want you to
consider joining.’ I said, ‘I’m in.’ 

My heart had realized through
the above ministries: We build
faithful leaders; we have multiple
Bible-studies; we share the faith
great, but all that’s just among
ourselves. We don’t go outside and
speak to the people there. In 2013,
on Queen of Peace Radio there

were some guys from Australia –
probably in their 30s - with a
program about the Legion of Mary.
These guys were gung-ho about
sharing their faith. Back in Ireland
we had the LOM. It consisted of
older women. They visited our
house once when I was a kid.
Going door-to-door one could
easily cover the town of
Thomastown or Gorey in six
months, even with a minimal crew.
In Ireland, I didn’t see any door-to-
door visitation by the LOM. 

When I heard that program on
1460 am radio about the
Australians going door to door, I
said, ‘That’s what we need to be
doing.’ I learned that Gerry
Schmidt had set up an LOM in
CTK. When Mark LaMontagne
said, ‘Think about it,’ I answered,
‘You don’t understand. I’m in!’ I
had already realized that – as
faithful Catholics – we do not
share; we do not go out to the field
for the harvest to bring people in.
This hurting world is not going to
get any better unless we make
contact with it. The fullness of truth
and the Real Presence of Jesus
Christ, both of which we have,
sustain me. I can’t give this to
myself; it’s the greatest gift given
to me. When we leave Mass, we’re
supposed to go out and bring this
great news to the world. If we’re
going to keep this to ourselves it’s
like saying, ‘thanks Jesus, but no
thanks.’” 

What does it say over the doors of
CTK as you’re leaving church?

“It says, ‘You’re entering the
mission field.’ I heard that the
Legion goes door to door. I joined
on a Friday night. At the end of the
meeting brother Gerry was handing
out the assignments. He asked me,
‘Are you able to go door to door
tomorrow?’ I said ‘Yes.’

When I got home I asked
myself, ‘What have you gotten
yourself into?’ The following day
we left at 11:00 a.m. and finished at
12:15. It was just awesome!
There’s a fear of talking about your
faith at first, but as soon as you get
out there and evangelize for the
very first time it’s like riding a
bicycle: there’s fear of falling, but
once you know how to pedal that
bike, you can never forget it. As
long as we avail ourselves of the
Eucharist and confession, we’re
getting supernatural aid. As long as
we go to Mass and listen to the
readings and the homily from the
priest, the Holy Spirit is guiding us.
Of the people we meet, 20 percent
at best are nominally Catholic and
three quarters of them have walked
away from their faith. Sherry
Weddell, in her book, Forming
Intentional Disciples says that the
average is that only 5 percent of a
typical parish are practicing
Catholics. The rest are pew-
dwellers.” 

Archbishop Prendergast of
Ottawa, Canada, at the
Eucharistic Congress yesterday
(3/30/2019) mentioned Sherry
Weddell’s book. He brought up
similar statistics. His was a very
impressive talk.

“The people to whom we talk
are open to listening. If they object,
their objection is stuff they do not
know, and – guess what – it’s our
job to explain it. When I realized
that I was only a pew-dweller, the
one thing that struck me was,
‘What do I know about the faith?’ I
was attending Mass and went to
confession only at Easter and
Christmas. Now I try to confess
once a month. I realized more: I’m
a sinner. The beauty of it is, every
time I go to confession I still
experience that weight lifted off
me. Sadly, when I go to confession
I see that there is no line; I am often
the only one. Yet it’s a free gift. I
went to a dentist recently. The fees
they’re going to charge me just to
fix a couple of teeth are out of
sight! You go to the ministerial
priest in the Catholic Church, who
acts ‘in persona Christi,’ and you
get your soul fixed for free!”

It’s funny how some people –
even Catholics – will say, “I’m
not gonna tell my sins to a man,”
and yet those same people will go
to a therapist of some kind and
pay $150 and up for 55 minutes,
and as soon as that clock rings at
the 55th minute, the therapist’s
interest is over. Yet confession is
free.

“I’m not poo-pooing
counseling, but you’re not going to
get your issue resolved in one
session. It may take years.”

What I was trying to say is that
they have no problem telling
their intimate secrets to a
counselor, but they DO have a
problem doing so to a priest.

“With the priest, the effect is
instant: mercy and forgiveness. You
get an actual grace to improve
yourself. Calling myself a sinner is
not a negative thing but a liberating
one. When we get to know Jesus –
and we need to know Him in order
to get closer to Him – we come to
know ourselves more. I know that I
need Jesus more today than I did in
the past. Twenty, thirty years ago, I
was going to Mass but not
evangelizing. I talked about my
faith only with family members.
I’m an introvert, but I’m liberated
by sharing this, by going out into
the public and this is what faith in
Jesus Christ and the church He set
up is about. When you live His
faith to its fullest you flourish as a
human being. I’m an introvert, but I
can’t wait to go out and knock on
doors. It’s contrary to my
introverted nature, but this is what I

enjoy, because I’m sharing the
greatest reality with my brother and
sister.” 

You have used the grace that the
Holy Spirit gives you to overcome
shyness and introversion. You
have stepped out in faith. There
are people who are less
introverted than you; they can be
doing this work.

Moving on, what would you say
to those who think that praying
for conversions is enough?

“They are like I was when I
described myself as a pew-dweller.
In 2008 I started praying the rosary
daily. In the epistle of James he
said, ‘Faith without works is dead.’
So when you pray, if that doesn’t
drive you into apostolic action… In
the Beatitudes it says, I was hungry,
and you fed Me; I was thirsty and
you gave me drink.’ Everyone is
thirsty for the word of God. Do we
bring it to them? ‘I was in prison
and you visited me.’ 

People are in prison in their
own houses if they don’t know
Jesus. They’re in prison in their
lives if they don’t know Jesus. St.
Vincent de Paul takes care of the
corporal works of mercy. We in the
LOM deal with the spiritual works
of mercy. Let’s say we go door to
door and we meet with a refusal.
Well, they’re rejecting Jesus, not
us. We don’t take it personally. It
can be disappointing, but Jesus was
rejected while He walked this
planet. People’s response is not to
us. Am I being cold about this? No. 

Also you don’t know whether
or not your visit may trigger
something later. There have been a
lot of people who have touched my
life, yet I did not respond at the
time. I went from ministry to
ministry and I would still go back
to any one of them, but this is what
I’m called to do right now. This is
where I see the greatest need. In our
parish the numbers are falling off.
If we don’t have a ministry that
goes out there to recruit new
Catholics the church will close its
doors. But these new parishioners
can eventually fill all the ministries.
Everyone is not cut out for the
Legion, but there are people within
our parish right now that are fully
capable and called to do Legion
work, but they’re not responding.
We need only a dedicated few.

The Church has always been
evangelizing. Look at the time of
St. Thomas Aquinas, great doctor
of the church. He walked from
hostel to hostel, which were a day’s
walk apart, over great distances. He
and men of his time evangelized on
their journeys. Today we have tools
like Facebook, YouTube and
Twitter to spread the faith. Yet the
greatest tool of them all is face-to-
face contact.”

Legion of Mary
Theo Naessens’ Testimony



Who was Frank Duff and What
Was His Expectation from
Legion of Mary Members?

“He founded the Legion of
Mary in 1921. He had started off in
different Catholic organizations,
such as the St. Vincent de Paul
Society. Dublin’s poverty at the
time was pretty striking. The poor
lived in tenements. The ignorance
the poor had of their faith struck
him even more than their poverty.
He was inspired by St. Louis de
Montfort. That’s why Legionaries
invoke St. Louis in our prayers.
Frank was big on Marian devotion.
When he wrote the Legion hand-
book he aimed it at evangelization.
He realized that he had to go door
to door bringing the truth of the
Catholic faith and reconnecting
people to the knowledge of the
faith. He set up presidiums in
parishes so that parishioners could
grow in holiness by evangelizing. 

Dublin County is about one-
sixth the size of Duval County.
Most of the population in Dublin
Co. is in the southern part. The
metro area of Dublin approaches
two million. There are well over
200 parishes in the diocese of
Dublin, so every parish would have
5,000 souls. There are probably
about 1700 buildings, counting
apartments and houses. If you get a
presidium that goes door to door it
wouldn’t take long before they had
knocked on every home. You liter-
ally would have reached the mass-
es. The parishes here are bigger:
they’re spread out. 

Christ the King has two presid-
iums. We hope to get two or three
additional presidiums at CTK. The
main emphasis of Frank Duff is
door to door ministry and teaching
the faith to the population. Look at
the ministry of Jesus. He healed
those who had a sickness: leprosy,
blindness, etc. Those physical heal-
ings were leading to the greatest
healing: a spiritual healing within
the person, which in turn leads to
eternal life. What we in the Legion
do is give people the greatest gift
that they can receive. I started with
brother Gerry’s presidium and I
was there for a year. I said, ‘We
need to set up more presidiums’.
Brother Gerry said, ‘Well, why
don’t you set one up?’ Eventually I
did.” 

What does Your Thursday Night
Group Do?

“We go door to door. Nike says,
‘Just do it,’ so we just do it. I’m an
introverted person, but I talk will-
ingly about the stuff I love, and I
love my faith. If you’re not com-
municating your faith to someone,
you’re not living it. If you’re silent
about it you’re either embarrassed
about it or ignorant about it. Being
embarrassed about it can be
resolved; just get to know Jesus.
You’ll get to know yourself and

you’ll realize, ‘I need Jesus.’ If you
know Jesus, you’ll want to work for
Him. You’ll want to build the king-
dom for Him. 

We talk to those we visit about
EWTN and Queen of Peace Radio;
we give them CDs, one on the
Eucharist, another called, Knowing
Jesus, by Father John Riccardo.”  

How many Doors Did You Knock
on in Your Last Semi-annual
Report, and How many Were
Home?

“There was one apartment com-
plex we canvassed. It is considered
economically disadvantaged.
People refer to it as ‘sin city.’ When
they say, ‘Oh! You’re not going to
go near there, are you?’ All I can
think of is that scripture passage:
‘Where sin abounds, grace abounds
the more.’ Now, how is ‘grace
going to abound the more’ if this
complex is accepted as sin city?
Well, we gotta tell the people. 

In an apartment complex that
we just completed there were 200
apartments. We had 55 contacts,
and every one of them was a mean-
ingful conversation. We left litera-
ture on the doors of the other 145. It
included a welcome letter from
Father Boddie, an advertisement
for EWTN TV, Queen of Peace
Radio, and 12 Questions People
Have about the Catholic Faith, all
enclosed in a weekly church bul-
letin. The latter tells them where
they can plug into Catholic
resources or contact the parish. 

Sometimes we have already
moved on to another house, and we
look back and someone has picked
up the literature and is reading it. In
some streets like Cocoa, Berry and
Dandy, we encountered chain link
fences, so a lot of the front doors
we couldn’t reach. Also sometimes
there is a sign: ‘No Trespassing.’
We wouldn’t be trespassing if we
went in, but we respect the inten-
tion and roll up our material and
insert it in the fence. When we’d be
working the other side of the same
street and passing such a house,
we’d see the people reading the
bulletin. 

In the book of Acts there is the
story of the eunuch of the Queen of
Ethiopia.  He was reading the book
of Isaiah. The Apostle Philip came
up and sat beside him in the chari-
ot. The eunuch told Philip he didn’t
understand what he was reading.
Phillip said, ‘You cannot know
unless someone explains it to you.’
Philip explained it, and the eunuch
asked, ‘What must I do to be
saved?’ There was water nearby, so
Philip baptized him. You can see
the importance of that dialog. So if
you know the faith – which you
should – you’ll be able to share the
faith.” 

You have a very busy life, Theo;
about the only day you have to

evangelize is Saturday. How
many missions do you do on a
Saturday?

“One or two. This year so far
we’ve had 57 missions. We have
enough members in the group to go
door to door, but many of them are
not willing to go. To share this faith
doesn’t take a lot of time. You must
realize: it’s all down to surrender. I
don’t tell myself: ‘I can’t do this.’ I
think it’s the greatest thing you can
do to talk to someone about the
faith. It’s liberating.”

Can you describe everything you
have to do on Saturday from the
time you wake up until you go to
bed?

“I’m a single man who works
40+ hours per week. I schedule all
my weekend chores around the one
or two missions for the Legion. I go
to morning Mass at 8:00 a.m. The
earliest we went out on mission on
Saturday used to be 11:00 a.m. I
used to go from Mass to grocery
shopping. It happened one Saturday
that one Legionary was able to go
at 10:00 a.m., so now I go to
evening Mass on Friday night, go
home and get dinner, then do my
grocery shopping. That allows a
second mission at 12:00 noon on
Saturday. 

I practice self-discipline in get-
ting my laundry and household
duties done. I may put a load in the
washer just before going out on the
first mission. When I come back
I’ll put the clothes in the dryer.
When I come back from the second
mission the clothes are dry. This
shows how I accommodate myself
to the work of Jesus. We’re all
given 24 hours a day, and seven
days a week. How do you spend
yours? If you decide to do this,
you’ll schedule your time. We’re
smart in working for our employ-
ers; we have to be; that paycheck
pays the bills. Much more do we
need to be wise in working for the
kingdom of God, ‘cause this is for
eternal life. 

You didn’t ask, but I also have
to practice self-discipline in prepar-
ing for the weekly meeting, of
which I’m the president. We meet
on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. I begin
preparing the previous Sunday
morning or evening. I read a couple
pages of the handbook, partially fill
out The President’s Worksheet, and
just do general planning.” 

OK, brother. Is there anything I
haven’t covered so far?

“Our parish was founded in
1959. Imagine if multiple presidi-
ums had been acting – constantly,
every year – we’d be seeing a full
church. We may have seen a second
parish split off. Some of the parish-
es in Dublin are a half or a quarter
mile distant from each other. Upon
leaving your house you could walk
three ways and reach a parish.

Jacksonville has 1 million + people,
and the parishes are spread out – six
or seven miles apart. If we had
spread this faith systematically,
going door to door, parishes would
have had to split to set up into new
ones. You once told me that a
Legionary from Nigeria told you
that there were 40+ presidiums
operating in his parish alone! 

If a person is really physically
unable to go door to door, he could
join what we call the Patricians,
where he’d lead a discussion group
on the faith, overcoming their igno-
rance. Who knows?  He may prep
someone who will join the active
Legion. 

One could also join an RCIA
team. When we bring new
Catholics in, they need to be
trained. At the end of the training
one could be a sponsor for some-
one. Hopefully the next step would
be to bring them to Cursillo and
make them Catholic leaders.  

All the above are spiritual acts
of mercy, and would be considered
Legion works. There is a shortage
of those stepping up to the plate to
become leaders of missions, but
there is no shortage of the Holy
Spirit. The gifts I have were given
to me at Confirmation. The last 14,
15 years I’ve plugged into Catholic
resources. You cannot exhaust the
Catholic faith. The people we need
to build the kingdom and the parish
already exist. It’s a matter of step-
ping out, deciding ‘I ain’t gonna be
a pew-dweller. I need to be some-
thing more; I need to flourish.” 

That seems a good point on
which to finish.
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Legion of Mary
Theo Naessens’ Testimony

August 3
9 a.m. 3 p.m.
at Christ the

Catholic Church 

Marian Retreat
“Total Consecration
to Jesus through

Mary and Crowning
of Our Lady of La

Leche.”
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by Adriana Giles

On Tuesday, May 7, our Music teacher Mrs. Cindy Stillson and
82 students of Christ the King once more amused us with another
spectacular school play, Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory.

The children worked extremely hard with Mrs. Stillson and it
was definitely an enjoyable evening. Mrs. Stillson made a beauti-
ful adaptation and incorporated all the grades in the school. This is
the most expensive production that Christ the King has done so far.
Thank you to all the volunteers that contribute financially, and with
their time and talents.

We would like to thank the Technical Director, all volunteer
students, volunteer parents and volunteer teachers.
Technical Director: Mr. Ryan Bricknell
Running Crew: Trinity Aralar / Julie Meehan / Camen Palenik /
Chole Vila / Kaitlyn Webb
Play Practice rehearsals: Mrs. Kristin Kersch & Mrs. Rita Burge

Thank you, Mrs. Stillson, for the dedication, time and passion
that you put into the music programs at Christ the King.

CTK School – Spring Play



by Jim Medley

Dear friend,

Lately, I have been having this
old song going on in my head. The
one where a girl asks her mother
what will I be when I grow up.
“Will I be happy, will I be rich,
what will become of me?” And the
mother answers, “The future is not
ours to see, what will be, will be.”
This got me to wondering, did
Jesus tell us anything about the
future?
In the gospel of Matthew, chap-

ter 24, Jesus foretells the destruc-
tion of the temple and the temple
was destroyed by the Romans in 70
AD. Jesus also foretells the events
that will occur before the end of the
age. His disciples ask, “What sign
will there be of your coming and
the end of the age?” Jesus tells
them there will be wars, famines,
earthquakes, persecutions, false
prophets and the gospel will be
preached throughout the world. If
Jesus foretold the destruction of the

temple and it happened, why not
believe Him when He foretells
these other events.
However, there are two predic-

tions He gives, that tell us what will
never happen. One in Matthew
24:35, “Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will never pass
away.” And the second in Matthew
16:18, “You are Peter, and on this
rock I will build my Church, and
the gates of the netherworld will
not prevail against it.”
So Jesus predicts, His words

and His Church will last forever.
Here are four examples of God

protecting His Church:
(1) In the year 313 AD, by the

Edict of Milan, Constantine,
Emperor of Rome, granted reli-
gious tolerance for the practice of
Christianity. However there were
various teachings in the Church. So
in 325 AD Constantine summoned
some 300 bishops to Nicea. From
this gathering came the Nicean
Creed, which we say at mass today,
some 1700 years later.

(2) In the year 1412 on January
6, Joan of Arc was born. At age 16
she was an ignorant peasant girl.
After receiving visions, she told
authorities she was commanded by
God to win back the kingdom of
France from the English who had
dominated France, off and on, for
300 years. At 17 she was appointed
Commander of the French Army. In
one year and one month the English
were defeated. At 18 she was cap-
tured and tried as a witch. At the
age of 19 she was burned at the
stake. Joan of Arc was a remarkable
warrior. On May 16, 1920 Joan of
Arc was canonized a saint by Pope
Benedict XV.
(3) In the year 1241 the

Mongols were ready. They had
conquered Russia, Poland and
Hungary. Now it was time to
invade Europe. The Mongols
would take the monasteries, the
churches, the cities and their cas-
tles. They were rested, the animals
were well fed, now was the time.

There was no army in Europe that
could stop them. 
Then IT happened. IT was the

death of the leader of the Mongols.
The death of a leader required that
the important members of the coun-
try be present at an election of a
new leader. So the various leaders
of the army headed home. The
army headed home and never
returned to Europe. The new Kahn
decided to rule Russia, invade
south China and the Middle East.
The death of the Kahn saved the
Church.
(4) In the years 36 AD to the

present, from St. Paul to St.
Faustina we have the saints. The
saints are persons who do the will
of God and cooperate with His
graces, and in some cases accom-
plish acts beyond the powers of any
human being. The Church may be
spread by kindness, love and grace
but it is saved by God’s spiritual
army and His earthly army. 
Hope to see you soon. Your

friend, Jim.                            
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Dreams of Jeanie

Working on Godspell these past few months has been an incredible multifaceted experience
of faith, frustration, exhaustion, and revelation!
The students had no prior knowledge of the original productions and reading through

the script the first week was a bit nostalgic for me. The cast often burst into hysterical
laughter as they read the corny jokes and shared looks of disbelief when they realized that
they would be re-enacting Jesus’ parables, especially the swine who speaks back to the
starving Prodigal Son!
In January, the Alhambra had a production of Godspell which the students organized

and attended on their own. The cast talked with them and took pictures together. The deal
was closed. They were sold! 
Within weeks, they were rapidly absorbed in memorizing lines, blocking, choreogra-

phy, and music. The jokes were no longer distractions but were becoming recognizable
parables. The students were making connections in their religion classes and with each
other. 
One of the first steps in preparing a production in theater is character development, under-

standing the motivations, questions, and journeys that bring a character to this particular
moment in time, and driving them forward. As the cast worked to comprehend these disciples of
Jesus, the corny jokes and giddiness almost become natural when you believe that into a broken
world, God sent his only Son to save humanity. The sheer incredulity and joy that was birthed in His pres-
ence must have been intoxicating.
Over time, they have embraced and embodied the cast of young souls who followed this man, Jesus; who laughed with Him; learned from Him;

were jealous for His attention; who ran when He was crucified and yet, returned, with faith and hope to build a Beautiful City of Man.
Are we too jaded and subdued or are we willing to fall under God’s spell as the first disciples must have done? 

LETTER TO A FRIEND

by Shelby Miller

April 24 was the date of our Spring General Meeting beginning with
5:30 p.m. Mass in the CTK chapel. A “picnic” supper followed, catered
by Panera Bread. After a time for socializing, Daisy McDonald officiated
at the installation of our 2019-2020 officers: Shelby Miller, President;
Cheryl Davis, Vice-President; Nikki Wallace, Treasurer; Karen White,
Recording Secretary, and our circle leaders. 
We were blessed to hear from: Staci Duncan, circle 4 leader and

DCCW President; Julie Rothery, S. Jacksonville Deanery President; and

Father James Boddie, CKCCW Spiritual Advisor and DCCW Spiritual
Advisor. How about that! Please see pictures below.
Our annual CKCCW Good Friday Soup and Bread was served after

the noon Stations of the Cross. Seventeen varieties of soup were available,
together with bread donated by Panera. For several years now they have
made this donation. Proceeds from the lunch were donated to CTK St.
Vincent de Paul Society.
Our last two projects for the year are offering Mother’s Day and

Father’s Day Mass cards. Donations from the Mother’s Day Mass cards
are given to the Diocesan Office of Human Life and Dignity.

CHRIST THE KING COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN



Page 16 Christ the King Courier May 2019

by Nick Klepac, GK

K’Cees’ Bunco Night - Another great Bunco night was held Saturday,
May 18, 2019, at 6:30 p.m. with the next one scheduled for July 13, 2019.
This event is open to everyone. Come out and join us for Bunco. Over 59
million people play this game yearly. Bunco is a social dice game
involving 100% luck and no skill, although we have a few regular players
that would disagree! You must call and reserve a seat to play, and for
dinner. Cost is $10 per person. Please RSVP/buy ticket on line at
https://council4727.com/kcees-rsvp-page or call Laura Morris at 904-
874-7100. 

Road Cleanup - The Knights, under the direction of Mike Stirna,
conducted the monthly road cleanup on Lone Star Road (second Saturday
of each month). We meet monthly at the parking lot of St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church at the corner of Lone Star Road and Carlotta Road at
8:00 a.m. Come out and help us keep our community clean.

Walk for Life - The Knights and other members from Christ the King
walk and pray each Monday at 8:30 a.m. in front of the abortion clinic on
University Boulevard, weather permitting. Come join us and let our pro-
life voice be heard.  We also have openings to stand on Powers Avenue.

Knights of the Brotherly Care - Knights meet at Christ the King on the
first Saturday to attend Mass. They then distribute Holy Eucharist and/or
provide fellowship to our fellow Knights/spouses who are unable to
attend Mass or are homebound. If you know of a brother Knight/spouse
in need please contact Dennis Scobie at 904-535-8205 or email at
md12848@yahoo.com. 

First Friday Masses - The Knights host a First Friday Mass each month
at our hall on Arlington Expressway. All are welcome to join us. Mass
starts at 6:30 p.m. followed by a potluck dinner. Please bring a favorite
dish to share. 

Honor Roll Breakfast - The Knights hosted an Honor Roll Breakfast
Monday, March 27, in the parish hall. Over 100 students and their parents
were fed a wonderful hot meal consisting of scrambled eggs, grits,
sausage, rolls and orange juice. Coffee was available for the parents.
Great job, Honor Roll Students! 

We are Knights
Serving Christ the King Catholic Church

Corporate Communion/Ladies
Appreciation - The Knights and
their families attended their
Corporate Communion on April 7 at
the Sunday 9 a.m. Mass. It was a
wonderful opportunity for all
Knights to attend Mass together
with their families. The Knights
took their wives/girlfriends to a
Sunday brunch at River City
Brewing Company showing their
appreciation for all the women do in
support of family, Church and the
Knights. 

PB&J for St. Francis Soup Kitchen - At 6:00 p.m., Friday,
March 29, at the council hall the Knights sponsored a “making
sandwiches for the soup kitchen” event. Over 22 participants from
the Knights, CTK and Resurrection made 500 peanut butter and
jelly sandwiches for our homeless brothers and sisters.  The next
PB&J event is scheduled for Friday, June 28.



Major upcoming events
open to all parishioners: 

Annual Golf Tournament at
Queen’s Harbor Yacht and
Golf Club:  The Knights are
holding their 37th annual charity
golf tournament, Sunday, June
23, at 1:30 p.m.  Details will be
announced in upcoming bul-
letins, and on the Knights of
Columbus website: https://coun-
cil4727.com/annual-golf-tourna-
ment. Some of the local charities
benefited by the golf tournament
are:  L’Arche Harbor House,
Legacy of Care, Emergency
Pregnancy Services, Inn
Ministry, Women’s Help Center,
Morning Star School and Camp I
Am Special.

Look at the latest bulletin or
our council website at
https://council4727.com for
additional events and updates
to our schedule.
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We are Knights
Serving Christ the King Catholic Church

Easter Egg Hunt - The Knights
of Columbus Annual Easter Egg
Hunt was held Holy Saturday,
April 20. Eggs, gifts, and a picnic
were provided along with games
and of course a visit by the Easter
Bunny. 

Squires’ Spaghetti Dinner
Fun-Drive  - Squires’ Circle
2121 held their annual
Spaghetti fun-drive Saturday,
April 13, at 6:30 p.m. at the
Knight’s hall.  Over 90 people
attended the fund raiser enjoy-
ing some great spaghetti, bread
and deserts.

St. Patrick’s Day/Founder’s Day
Party - dinner and party was held at
the Knights of Columbus hall at
6030 Arlington Expressway,
Saturday, March 16, at 6:30 p.m.  All
participants enjoyed a free meal of
corned beef and cabbage, desserts,
green beer and music!
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Christ the King School News

by Adriana Giles

We would like to congratulate our
third quarter Honor Roll students,
Star Students and their parents. 

Honor Roll Fourth Grade
ALL - A
Mallory Joiner
Cameron Pickering
Juliana Weldon
Sophia Younan

A/B
Blossom Alayande
Ashlyn Anderson
Ean Bricknell
Julianna Burge
Ella Dioso
Davis Ennis
Sarah Jacob
Isabella Maiz Raigosa
Chiamaka Nduka
Kaylie Negron Pena

Honor Roll Fifth Grade
ALL - A
Stephen Dornier
Miguel Fernandez
Anna Jacob
Nathan Reckers

A/B
Avriana Lundy
Davin Payne
Luke Rodil
Sophia Shad
Hailey Swain

Honor Roll Sixth Grade
ALL – A
Fola Alayande
Elizabeth Harden

A/B
Zane Baltz
MJ Cascone
Paul Elhajj
Emma Decker
Julie Meehan
Lizzie Owens
Aidan Sperow
Brandon Sullivan
Kaitlyn Webb

Honor Roll Seventh Grade
ALL – A
Monica Alraheb
Erica Charleus
James Cochran
Alexis Graves
Emilia Hernandez
Zach Joiner

A/B
Oakley Bishop
Isabelle Dionisio
Oluwaji Eziemefe
Rylee Herman
Alvie Hopely
David Martinez
Rosemary Ouellette
Maya Reckers
Jacob Shashy
Vinh Liam Underhill

Honor Roll Eighth Grade
ALL – A
Emmanuella Essien
Chinonye Nduka
Camden Thornton

A/B
Trinity Aralar
Diego Dionisio
Zack Engelhardt
Mallory Frattle
Stefon Judge
Steven Lutheran
Kenneth Sanders
Torin Sapp
Abigail Swain

Star Students - Grade
First Grade: Anthony Raye
Second Grade: Makayla
Hammonds
Third Grade: Reese Herman
Fourth Grade: Maddy Owens
Fifth Grade: Gracie Kuepper
Sixth Grade: Merrick Dunham
Seventh Grade: Oakley Bishop
Eighth Grade: Maggie McCauley

Star Students - Art
First and Second: Alayshia
Thomas
Third to Fifth: Wiley Croft
Sixth to Eighth: Bella Ness

Star Students - Media
First and Second: Allie Turner
Third to Fifth: Blossom Alayande
Sixth to Eighth: Alexis Graves

Star Students - Music
First and Second: George Ishak
Third to Fifth: Luke Rodil
Sixth to Eighth: Trinity Aralar

PE
First and Second: Amy Negron
Pena
Third to Fifth: Zachary Burge
Sixth to Eighth: Emmanuella
Essien

STEM
First and Second: Luna Sears
Fourth and Fifth: Saimon
Schmoee
Sixth to Eighth: Alvie Hopely

World Languages (Spanish)
First and Second: Teegan Aralar
Third to Fifth: Gracie Kuepper
Sixth to Eighth: Hoessy (Eliora)
Kpessou

We would like to thank the
Knights of Columbus for provid-
ing breakfast for our Honor Roll
students in the third quarter.

3rd Quarter Honor Roll and
Star Students

by Adriana Giles
On Friday, February 8, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. the school held a

Father-Daughter dance for kindergarten to fifth grade. The dance
was sponsored by FSA and included a DJ, pictures, flowers and
refreshments. A good time was had by all. 
All of the fathers and daughters enjoyed their evening!  A big

thanks to all our volunteers for their hard work; without you, these
events would not be possible.

by Adriana Giles
The students at Christ the King collected coins and bills for their Rice

Bowls at home. They collected over $500.
Every Friday at 2:30 p.m. all children at school participate in Stations

of the Cross guided by eighth-grade students.
On Friday, March 23, Christ the King students purchased soup and

crackers at the school cafeteria. The $253.00 collected was donated to the
Missionaries of the Poor in Jamaica. In addition, the students also brought
in diapers and soap for the missionaries.
We are proud of all our students and staff for showing works of Mercy

in so many different ways. May God allow us to continue teaching our
children the beauty of giving.

Lent

1. AMICE - A short linen cloth, oblong in shape and worn beneath
the alb by the priest. The purpose of which is to cover the shoulders, and
originally also the head, of the wearer. A short prayer is said while put-
ting it on. 

2. CALUMNY - Damaging of the good name of another by imputing
to someone a crime or fault of which they are not guilty.

3. COMPLINE - The concluding hour of the Divine Office.
Consisting of a hymn, psalms, readings and concluding prayer following
Vespers. 

4. DECALOGUE - The Ten Commandments, inscribed on two
tablets of stone, given to Moses on Mount Sinai. 

5. OREMUS - An invitation to pray, such as, “Let us pray.”

6. LECTERN - Support for a book, reading desk, or bookstand, upon
which the sacred book used in liturgical ceremonies. A smaller version is
often placed on the altar to hold the book during the Mass. 

Holy Chitchat Answers from page 9
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Christ the King School News 

by Adriana Giles
On Monday, February 11, the

following Christ the King middle
school students presented their sci-
ence projects to the judges at the
Morocco Shrine.  
Sixth Grade  - Zane Baltz, MJ

Cascone, Elizabeth Harden, Aidan
Sperow, and Kaitlyn Webb.
Seventh Grade  - Monica

Alraheb, Oakley Bishop, Alexa
Fallis, Ava Frattle, Alexis
Graves/Emilia Hernandez, and
Zach Joiner.
Eighth grade  - Andrew

Ebraheim, Zack Engelhardt,
Chinonye Nduka, Torin
Sapp/Kyler Sullivan, and Camden
Thornton.
Alternates: Amari Cummings

(sixth), Isabelle Dionisio (sev-
enth), and Alvie Hopely (seventh).
This is how the following stu-

dents placed in the Regional
Science fair:
Botany Division: 
- First Place:  Alvie Hopely

and Isabelle Dionisio

- Second Place:  Monica
Alraheb
Computer Science: 
- First Place:  Torin Sapp and

Kyler Sullivan
- Second Place:  Zachary

Joiner

Medicine and Health:
- Third Place:  Ava Frattle

Environmental Science:
- Third Place:  Alexis Graves

and Emilia Hernandez

Honorable Mention in
Engineering: 
- Camden Thornton

The following students were
selected to participate on to the
State of Florida Science Fair
Team:   
- Zachary Joiner
- Alternates: Alvie Hopely

and Isabelle Dionisio

Regional Science Fair Florida State
Science &
Engineering

Fair

by Adriana Giles
Christ the King Faculty and Staff would like to thank our

Family School Association (FSA) Board for their dedication to our
parents’ association that benefits our school.

Mrs. Regina Joiner – President
Mrs. Chelsie Pierce – Vice-president
Ms. Cindy Lankenau – Treasurer
Mrs. Melissa Settles – Secretary
Mrs. Colleen Webb – Head Room Mom/Volunteer Coordinator

Thank you for the commitment and enthusiasm to make Christ the
King an awesome school for our children. Because of all of you, our
school is a better place.   Thank you!!!

by Amanda McCook

Jeff Veley, an award winning youth motivational speaker, returned to
speak to the students of Christ the King and Morning Star on Tuesday,
April 2. Jeff specializes in resilience education for bullying prevention.
His strategies help our students to “Think 2,” which means when some-
one is mean to you: 1. Don’t get upset and 2. Treat them like a friend. Our
students benefit greatly by Mr. Veley’s teaching!

by Adriana Giles

On Wednesday, March 27, Zachary Joiner presented his science
project to the judges at the Florida State Science and Engineering
Fair in Orlando. He received a Recognition Award in the Junior
Mathematics and Computational Science division. Congratulations,
Zach, on a job well done.

Thanks a bunch!

Speaker Jeff Veley
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by Lucille Guzzone

Not many people are fortunate
enough to hit the century mark.
There are a few, however, who do
attain that goal post. My mother,
Giovanina Maria Martino Bova,
simply called Jennie, is one of
those who have been blessed with a
long life. 

She was born May 29, 1919, in
Lawrence, Massachusetts, a mill
town approximately 25 miles north
of Boston. Her parents came from
Naples, Italy, at the turn of the 20th
century entering through Ellis
Island, New York. They were
scrutinized and evaluated as they
entered this country and were
successfully admitted. They later
became American citizens. They
were determined that their seven
children, who were all born here,
were fluent in both Italian and in
English. Jennie’s three brothers
were all members of the armed
services, one a marine, the other
two, a soldier and a sailor. The
marine received a Purple Heart for
his injuries sustained in battle. 

She and her sisters went to
school and also worked part time in
the factories. Jennie never was able
to complete high school because
she had to work more hours in
order to help in supporting the
family.

At 22 years old, she married her
beau, and they were together for
many years until he passed away in
2001. She was determined that
their daughters were educated so
that they had an opportunity to
become professional women. That
was a path that was not offered to
her.

Jennie now spends much of her
time as an avid reader. She is very
familiar with many contemporary
authors and is able to recommend
the printed word, whether fact or
fiction, to anyone who asks her
advice. With God’s blessings, she
can see, hear, walk and think
clearly. She boasts 2 daughters, 5
grandchildren and 19 great
grandchildren. Her oldest great
grandchild is 25.

She follows the news closely,
roots for the Red Sox, loves Judge
Judy, and prays to St. Anthony,
whom she still swears was Italian.
(Well, he was Portuguese, so that is
close enough!)

Jennie has been blessed with a
long time on this earth, and, as a
devoted Catholic, is grateful to the
Lord for the years He has allotted
her. As one of the members of her
family, I too am grateful for Jennie.
Each time I visit her, I sit next to
her and listen to the many
experiences of her life which have
always so been so inspiring and
deeply memorable.

Jennie at 100

by Jeanie Wilks

Memorial Day began during the American Civil War as Decoration
Day, when graves of the fallen were decorated with flowers. The last
Monday of May is designated as a Federal holiday to honor those who
have died while serving in the military. 

Armed Forces Day is celebrated on the third Saturday in May and
honors those who are on active duty. 

Veterans’ Day is November 11 and honors those who served in the
armed forces and have separated from service.

Remembering
and

Honoring

by Annie Sabatino

The March meeting was a celebration of St. Patrick’s Day. Regular
bingo was played but the group calls it Irish Bingo for St. Patrick’s Day.
Prizes were awarded to the winners. Some green-colored finger food was
available, plus desserts like pistachio cake and other snacks. Nominations
for officers for next year were discussed.

The April meeting is a celebration of Easter and Spring dinner;
Barbara Hanuscin prepared the ham, and side dishes were brought in by
the members. A 50/50 drawing was held and door prizes were the
beautiful flower arrangements. 

The next meeting will be on Sunday, May 19, at 1:00 p.m. and it will
have a Patriotic theme.

If you are at least 50, or over, come join us for fun, food and
fellowship. Dues are still only $5 per year.

Queens and Kings

Morning Star School
Shop AMAZON SMILE

Annual Ministry
Volunteer Dinner

Saturday, June 29 following the 4 p.m.
Mass. 

Glenn the Caterer will be again
be providing a delicious dinner. 

All volunteers are invited for food, live
music, dancing and award ceremony.

by Cynthia Surles

Did you know that Amazon
will donate 0.5% of the price of
your eligible purchases to the
charitable organization of your
choice? All you have to do is
REGISTER for free
at amazonsmile.com and pick
which charity you want to receive
your donations. You can select
from various organizations in the
categories: Pets & Animals, Arts &
Culture, Education & Youth,
Environment, Faith & Spiritual,
Health, International, Human
Services, and Veteran. We hope you
will put Morning Star School in the
search box and select it as your
charity. Once you select your
charity, you’ll notice the charity
name (Supporting: Morning Star
School) on the top left of the screen
under the Search field.

AmazonSmile has the same
products, prices and service as your
regular amazon.com. When you
want to order, just sign on
to amazonsmile.com and search for
your product, add your item/s to

your cart and continue to checkout.
As long as the charity’s name was
at the top of the home page, a
donation will be made.

If you are an Amazon Prime
member, they have a program of
delivering to local lockers. You do
not have to worry about packages
stolen from your doorstep,
sometimes even when you are
home. Not all products are eligible,
depending on where they are
shipped from, but if they are, you
just select the alternate address
instead of your home address. Once
it has been delivered to the locker,
you will get an e-mail letting you
know it has been delivered, and it
will include a code to open it. I just
picked up a package from the
lockers located inside, and at the
back of, the Sprint store on Atlantic
Blvd., across from Regency Square
Mall. It was so easy.

Questions? Please reach out to
Quana Register, Morning Star’s
Home & School AmazonSmile
Coordinator   at
quana.register @spsjax.org
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Christ the King School News

by Laura Meehan and Adriana Giles

The Ravens are finishing up the 2018 – 2019 softball season
with a couple of regular season games left to play and will be
starting playoffs after spring break. The girls’ team, coached by
Elmo Gonzales and Mike Cascone, has 3 wins and 4 losses.
Congratulations Ravens Juliana Burge, Helena Dawson, Skyler
Fick, Fallon Hicks, Isabel Hildreth, Alvie Hopely, Avrianna
Lundy, Julie Meehan, Kaylie Negron, Maya Reckers, Sophia
Shad, Chloe Vila, Kaitlyn Webb, Julianna Weldon and Morning
Star player Marnie Stein for playing with your heart.

The boys’ varsity team, coached by Chris Hildreth, Mike
Cascone, and Tim Giles is undefeated! Congratulations Ravens
Zane Baltz, Oakley Bishop, MJ Cascone, Amari Cummings,
Stephen Dornier, Andrew Ebraheim, Davis Ennis, Leo Lombardo,
Steven Lutheran, Chinonye Nduka, Carlton Payne, Torin Sapp,
Kyler Sullivan, Jeremy Reckers, Camden Thornton and Morning
Star players Jacob Berengolts, Cole Cavin, Colin Jackson, and
Michael McGriff for a great season!

Our second team, the Junior Varsity, coached also by coaches
Chris, Mike and Tim, had a great season. They all practiced and
played each other weekly. Congratulations, Ravens: Anthony
Austin, Nickalis Austin, Talon Bordelon, Gabriel Eckstein, Paul
Elhajj, Miguel Fernandez, Aidan Granert, Tyler Kuepper, Daniel
Okochi, Davin Payne, Daniel Phillips, Nathan Reckers, Brandon
Sullivan, Tristan Vila, Brandon Wright, and Morning Star Sterling
Fick and Riley Maloney. Keep up the good work!

The boys’ Varsity playoffs will most likely be at CTK, so I
hope you were here cheering our Ravens on to another champi-
onship!

Christ the King Athletic Department
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by Adriana Giles

On February 23 a group of middle school students from Christ the
King Catholic School went to the yearly engineering competition at
Bishop Kenny. The problem they were given was, “How is it possible to
make a bridge out of spaghetti?” Our students worked weeks on their
bridge and they can tell you it is not an easy task! They spent four weeks
building, testing and perfecting their design. On February 23, we were
able to test their bridges and enjoy an amazing day of engineering fun.
Between chemical experiments, scavenger hunts, building robots and of
course lunch, we had a very busy schedule! We are looking forward to
next year’s challenge to our Engineering Club. The club will be meeting
after school every week in our Engineering and Builder Lab led by Ms.
Suzette Gagnon, our awesome STREAM and Engineering Coordinator.

Bishop Kenny Engineering
Competition

The following students from
Christ the King have achieved the
honor roll at Bishop Kenny:

First Honors   
Reed Abercrombie 12  
Julliete Alraheb 9  
Cori Buckelew 10  
Christian Flores 10  
Regine Hilaire 12  
Marissa House 12  
Laila Jean-Bart 9  
Erin Kress 10  
Peter Mahfouz 9  
Brandon Pham 10  
Courtney Pham 9  
Victoria Reep 12  
Emily Williams 9  
Michael Winston 12  
Kathleen Yarborough 11  

Second Honors  
Lauren Ashley 12  
Elyssa Audije 10  
Rebecca Baldwin 10  
Michaela Bowling 11  
Emilie Chinault 10  
Hunter Daniels 10  
Steven Dionisio 10  
Roman Fisher 11  
Hailey Klein 11  
Elizabeth McClellan 9  
Gavin Meehan 9  
Karolina Moreno 11  
Mariah Myers 9  
Arianna Nicole Palomo 12  
Jericho Rey Palomo 10  
Vivian Quach 9  
Bryanna Racke 12  
Eric Smith 12  
Aidan Webb 11  
Megan Yates 12

Bishop Kenny High School
Honor Roll

submitted by Cynthia Surles

This information was posted on the NextDoor Neighborhood app by
Senior Public Affairs Officer James Croft, City of Jacksonville.

Kitten Season is Coming!

Last year, more than 6,000 kittens were served by Animal Care and
Protective Services and the Jacksonville Humane Society. In an effort to
reduce the growing pet population that occurs during the spring and
summer, citizens are encouraged to spay or neuter their cat(s), including
outdoor community cats.

The following programs are available:

The spay/neuter program is available for both feral and pet cats.
Citizens participating in the program must be residents of Duval County.
To schedule an appointment, citizens should contact Animal Care and
Protective Services at (904) 630-CITY.

Citizens who meet the Spay Jax program’s income criteria are
eligible to have up to six animals spayed or neutered, for free, each year.
To schedule an appointment, citizens should contact Animal Care and
Protective Services at (904) 630-CITY. Visit this website for
qualifications: bit.ly/2UlqH37.

Kitten Season
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by Regina Joiner

Christ the King School hosted our
Ravens Roundup Family Night on
March 1. It was a fun night of
games, bull rides and even jail
time! The evening ended with our
Silent Auction. Thanks to all that
participated! We were able to
raise $5045 from our Silent
Auction. We would like to recog-
nize and thank the companies and
families that made donations to
make our evening a huge success:
Brad Bishop for cooking the
chicken
Kathy Head for face painting
John Lankenau for providing mac-
aroni

Adventure Landing - Beach Blvd
Adventure Landing - St.
Augustine
Ancient City Brewing
Autobahn Indoor Speedway
Biscottis
Beaches Beauty Bar
Bella Diva Nail Salon
Ben & Jerry’s
Two Bros Bows, LLC
Camel Car Wash
Campeche Bay Cantina
Cantina Louie
Chuy’s
Class Axe Throwing
Cooper’s Hawk Winery &
Restaurants

Cracker Barrel
Dave & Buster’s
The Flame Broiler
Fountain of Youth

FSCJ Artist Series
Havana Jax Café
Hotel Indigo
iFly
J. Alexander’s
Jacksonville Acupuncture Clinic
Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp
Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens

Jacksonville Symphony
Joe’s Crab Shack
Limelight Theatre
Marineland Dolphin Adventure

Marriott – Jacksonville, Salisbury
Rd.
Mission BBQ
MVMT watches by the Bragg
Family
Nascar and Golf Package by the
Capri Family
Natural Life

North Iguana Outpost
One Ocean Resort & Spa
Outback Steakhouse - San Jose
Outback Steakhouse - Point
Meadows Way
Peterbrooke Chocolatier - San
Marco
Players by the Sea
RC Uniforms
Ripley’s Believe It or Not!
Roy’s Restaurant
Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse -
Downtown
Salt Life Food Shack
Scarlett O’Hara’s
Seasons 52
St. Augustine Alligator Farm
Colonial Experience St Augustine
St. Augustine Ghost Tours
St. Augustine Lighthouse &
Maritime Museum
St Augustine Pirate & Treasure
Museum
Starbucks – Regency
Surge Trampoline Park
Terra Gaucha Brazilian
Steakhouse
The Brick
Catty Shack Ranch Wildlife
The Floridian
The Hyppo
The Loop - San Jose
The Pig Bar-B-Q for providing
sides
Cinemark Tinseltown & XD
Total Wine & More

Ravens Roundup Family Night

by Adriana Giles

A special thank you goes to Coach Ian
Wallinger for leading the Jump Rope For Heart
fundraiser at Christ the King. (Jump Rope For
Heart is a fundraising and event program that
has become one of THE premier annual events
for elementary and middle schools, with thou-
sands of schools and millions of kids partici-
pating across the USA every year. The program
has raised more than $1.2 billion since its start
in 1978.)

All proceeds that we collected at school
went to this great cause. Here at Christ the
King we exceeded our goal of $3,000. The
children raised over $5,000. Way to go Christ
the King! The students asked friends and fam-

ily members for money donations so the stu-
dents that came up with at least $50 were able
to silly string the teachers that volunteered for
the cause. On April 3, the schoolchildren got
together in the green area between the build-
ings where our volunteer teachers had silly
string. Coach Ian Wallinger (PE), Mrs.
Caroline Vickery (PreK-4), Mrs. Lauren Valot
(third grade), Ms. Sarah Witt (fourth grade)
and Mrs. Amanda McCook (Guidance
Counselor) were “silly stringed” by the chil-
dren that achieved at least $50 in donations.
We want to thank our volunteers for this noble
cause. 

The children by grade that were able to
“silly string” were:

Kindergarten
Dylan Dunkley
Tenley Dyer
Christian LaFontaine
Mackenzie McKeown
Cooper Oleszek
Anthony Richter
Zana’ya Saara

First Grade
Benjamin Bradner
Grayce Lankenau
Vincent Traske

Second Grade
Caroline Dawson
Emma McAlum

Third Grade
Connor Holcomb
Aden LaFontaine
James McKeown
Regina Maiz Raigosa
Cheyenne Richarson Vause

Fourth Grade
Ashlyn Anderson
Lucas Araya
Kolbe Binder

Rilee Kargbo
Isabella Maiz Raigosa
Juliana Weldon

Fifth Grade
Stephen Dornier
Daniel Phillips
Nathan Reckers
Luke Rodil

Jump Rope For Heart

by Adriana Giles

Christ the King has an amazing opportunity this summer for middle school or upcoming middle school students to attend a University of Notre
Dame STEM Summer Camp! While dabbling in physics and chemistry, students will have the opportunity to use technology to solve problems, and
to solve engineering challenges using the engineering design process. We will have many hands-on activities that will allow students to have fun with
friends in a fast-paced, exciting two-week program. 

The program will be facilitated by a representative from the University of Notre Dame as well as Ms. Gagnon. Students will develop “hands-on”
and “minds-on” learning skills while opening a whole new world of scientific investigation. 

Please call to reserve a spot for your student. If you have questions or need further information call Christ the King School at 904-724-2954.

STEM Camp
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Ricardo started at Morning Star in 2009 and was with us through 2014.
Because we did not have a high school program at that time, he left to attend
a private high school. As soon as our high school building was completed, in
2017, Ricardo returned to Morning Star. By that time he was in 11th grade.
Ricardo is an excellent student with a willingness and excitement to learn. We
have watched him grow into a bright young man that is open to meeting new
people and experiencing new things in his life. 

“My years at Morning Star School have been quite a journey. I first
started at Morning Star in the 4th grade. I graduated in the 8th grade and
left, but only because we did not have a high school at that time. When we
built our high school, I came back. One of the things I love about my school
are the teachers. Our teachers take their time to make certain we learn, and
they show compassion. I love Morning Star School. My most favorite memory
is our trip to Washington, D.C. this past January for the March for Life. It

was neat seeing all the national monuments and spending time with my friends. The snowball fights were
awesome too! When I graduate in May, I plan on going to college. I want to attend the University of North
Florida. I am going to be a teacher.”
Ricardo Foster, Senior

Madison came to us in 2012. She
was 12 years old and in Intermediate
3. She attended Morning Star
through Junior High 2 and left to
attend another school. She then
returned to us in 2017 in her Junior
year. Madison is always smiling and
a pleasure to have in class. She
works at Brio Tuscan Grill and plans
to continue working there after
graduation. 

“When I first arrived at Morning
Star I was nervous. But everyone at
Morning Star was so welcoming and

treated me just like family. I had never felt so welcomed before.
Unfortunately, because of something that happened in my family,
I had to leave Morning Star during middle school. Finishing the
rest of my middle school years was ok, but not great. Then I went
to Sandalwood for two of my high school years. IT WAS
TERRIBLE! There were 30 something kids in my class and it was
very hard for me to learn. One day my mom heard that Morning
Star was opening a high school! I feel like that day lifted the
weight off my mom’s and my shoulders. I returned to Morning Star
my junior year. I was so happy to have teachers that cared about
me again and not just throw books and papers in my face and tell
me the due date. I am so thankful to have the opportunity that so
many kids didn’t get, to come back to Morning Star School. Mrs.
Barnes and Ms. Shott have made this school so great and so
welcoming to EVERYONE. They don’t care what color you are,
where you are from or how you learn. Every teacher teaches so
differently. You won’t get books or papers thrown in your face and
you won’t get judged! You will have teachers and friends who treat
you like this is your home. That’s my experience and I hope
everyone has the same experience as I did.” 
Madison Wingerter, Senior

First-Ever H.S. Graduation
for Morning Star School

Anthony came to us from
Bishop Snyder High School during
his sophomore year. Prior to Bishop
Snyder he attended St. Paul’s
Riverside. He is extremely faith
driven. Anthony is a gifted artist,
and a competitive runner. He enjoys
fossil hunting and goes with his
family every summer to Peace River
in Arcadia, Florida. Anthony will
attend FSCJ next year and hopes to
one day become a geologist. 

“My experience at Morning Star
began when I was in the 10th grade

and we were in the Christ the King building. That’s before the new
high school building was made. At the time we had one teacher for
all subjects. I succeeded well in my classes and received my first ever
A/B honor roll! It was an exciting year as we watched our new high
school go under construction. In 11th grade, we got to move into the
new building where new subjects were offered and new opportunities
arose, including this January’s high school trip to Washington D.C.
for the March for Life. It was such a fun experience! Morning Star is
like family, everyone works together. Our teachers take their time
teaching lessons and we learn at a slower pace. I couldn’t keep up at
the other schools and it was overwhelming. I am proud to join
Madison and Ricardo as the class of 2019, the first high school
graduates of Morning Star School!” 
Anthony Rein, Senior 

by Maria L. Johnson, Director of Development

This is an exciting year for Morning Star School as we celebrate our first Senior graduates. The class of
2019 will go down in history as our first-ever high school graduating class! What an amazing milestone for
our special education school.

On Thursday, May 23, Morning Star’s first three high school graduates will receive their high school
diplomas at our inaugural commencement ceremony. These three amazing students will participate in
Bishop Snyder’s graduation activities including baccalaureate Mass and graduation ceremony events. We
are grateful to the staff at Bishop Snyder for their partnership with Morning Star School. Go Cardinals!

This huge accomplishment is made possible by the many wonderful people who supported our
“Building A Brighter Future” capital campaign. Now in our second year of operation at the new
ARCHBISHOP JOSEPH P. HURLEY building, our new high school is thriving, at capacity, and has a
waiting list for next year.

“I had a vision for an excellent special education high school,” said Jean Barnes, Principal, “We have a
responsibility to provide students with a high school education. With the help of many, we have given hope
to parents, and students with learning differences. We have made a dream come true.” Jean Barnes,
Principal

Also, the capital campaign goal was to raise $1.6M. As of now, we have raised $1.256M. We have one
naming opportunity left – our media and learning center. We are looking for a $250K three- to five-year
naming pledge. That would almost complete the campaign.
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