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CONFIRMATION 2020!!!

by Sandy Hill

This year is the largest Confirmation Class we’ve had in years!! This year, 50
of our young people were confirmed on February 2, 2020. It is a beautiful thing
to see our Christ the King School Students, Religious Education Students,
Morning Star Students, and Vietnamese Community Students all come together to
celebrate this important Sacrament of Initiation.

Our Confirmation Candidates have been spending weeks of preparation in the
classroom. On January 11-12 the students participated in a Confirmation Retreat
at Marywood Retreat Center. Fifty of our young people spent the weekend
bonding with each other, working together in small groups, and praying for each
other. One highlight of the retreat was when the students spent special prayer time
praying in front of the Blessed Sacrament. They spent time examining their conscience, praying for others, and listening with
their hearts. Their prayer time was followed by participation in the Sacrament of Reconciliation given by Father Boddie and
Father Bernie. 

This year, we had the largest group of Teen Leaders (High School Volunteers) sharing their faith with the Confirmation
Students and taking a leadership role. Adults and young people witnessed to the group of new candidates. Thank you to Lauren

and Joe Hogue for planning and hosting this memorable event for our Future
Faith Leaders.

On February 2, 2020, Bishop Felipe Estevez, along with Father Boddie,
Father Bernie, and Father Puga, celebrated Mass and 50 of our young people
received the Sacrament of Confirmation. It was a beautiful Mass and the
Holy Spirit was apparent throughout the church. Bishop Estevez, as usual,
spoke eloquently to the students, referencing the letters that they wrote to
him earlier this month. He also spoke about the importance of their role as
confirmed Catholics in the world today and the importance of prayer. The
Bishop anointed them with the Oil of Chrism as they were sealed with the
gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

continued on page 5
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The mission of  Christ the King Courier is to provide our Christ The King Family with information and news regarding our faith and
parish ministries. The goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the ministries of our parish in the hope
that people can use this information to bring them closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two
of  God's many gifts, and through Christ the King Courier parishioners can share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King
Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message
of the Gospel of Christ.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as
exemplifying the content and character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility,
gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.  The Lord has
forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in
your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to
refuse articles, poetry, advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials
submitted for publication.

Lenten Fish Fry will start on Ash Wednesday, February 26.  Friday Lenten Fish Fry will be held March 6, 13, 20, 27
and April 3. Hours are from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Stations of the Cross at CTK will be each Friday during Lent starting at 7:00 p.m. 

Penance Service will be held on March 25 at 7:00 p.m.  There will be a full staff of priests stationed around the church
to accommodate the many penitents.

Good Friday Soup and Bread will happen on April 10 after the Stations of the Cross, which starts at noon, and before
the Reading of the Passion at 3:00 p.m.

Father Boddie wants
to see you at

one of these events...
(at least)



We have a lot of great school
articles in this issue. Our Blue
Ribbon Christ the King School is
one of which each parishioner can be
proud. Read through the entire issue
to see all the wonderful activities they are doing. Mrs. Gagnon can be
proud of receiving a gardening grant for her program and it will mean
exciting and practical learning activities for the children.

Nick Klepac wrote an inspiring article about Pro-Life. Share it with
friends and neighbors. Please share each issue with interested people. We
always have issues left over. If you don’t see them in the church lobby
bookcase e-mail me at ckcourier@gmail.com. We may have some extra
copies in the rectory. Also, remember you can always find current and
past issues on our church website at:
https://parish.ctkcatholic.com/courier.

If you haven’t heard about ICARE or attended a meeting, check out
the article about solving community problems. This isn’t a regular com-
mitment so go, when you can, to show city and religious leaders across
the city that you are a concerned citizen (you care). Maybe you even have
some ideas to share.
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Editor’s 
Corner

by Cynthia Surles

Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier cer-
tain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the
Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct
quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,
if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not
capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

Hello, friends!

My name is Jill Alderfer, and my fam-
ily and I are so excited to be new parish-
ioners here at Christ the King! We can’t
thank you enough for the warm welcome
we received from Father Boddie, the
parish staff and volunteers, and all those
we’ve been blessed to meet so far. I am
humbled and grateful for the opportunity
to serve as the new Director of Youth

Ministry! I’d love to take an opportunity to introduce myself and my fam-
ily.

I am a former music teacher, and love playing piano and singing. My
husband, Kevin, is an incredibly gifted musician and has a heart for serv-
ice – especially working with the youth! We have been married for nine
blissful years, and are abundantly blessed with five children: Noah (8),
Emelynne (5), Luke (4), Fin (2), and Lucy (5 months). Kevin and I are
originally from New Hampshire, and we met serving in the youth and
music ministries at the Parish of the Assumption in Dover, New
Hampshire. We have found that serving in ministry together helps us to
keep Christ the center of our marriage and our family, so we’ve been serv-
ing in ministry together for the past ten years. What an incredible journey
the Lord has taken us on! We moved from New Hampshire to Florida
eight years ago, and we were active parishioners at Our Lady Star of the
Sea in Ponte Vedra Beach. There, we grew in our faith and were nourished
by a faith-filled community whom we are so blessed to call friends.
We’ve also founded a band, “Stella,” a Catholic praise and worship band
comprised of musicians from several parishes in the Diocese of St.
Augustine. We have provided the music at several parish and diocesan
events, including the Youth Track of the Eucharistic Congress, the annu-
al High School Diocesan Youth Conference, and St. Catherine’s Fall
Bazaar. “Stella” is the Latin word for “star,” a tribute to our Blessed
Mother, Stella Maris. We love music, and we love Jesus!

Upon hearing the Lord’s call to come join the community at Christ the
King, we were filled with excitement and overwhelming peace! The
young church here at Christ the King is so vibrant, so full of life! We can-
not wait to see all that the Lord has planned for this beautiful faith com-
munity. We would love to meet all of you, and look forward to being able
to work with you! We lift you all up in our prayers and give praise to God
for His goodness shining here at Christ the King Parish. 

God bless you all!

Jill Alderfer
Director of Youth Ministry

Meet the New Youth
Director!

by Adriana Giles

We would like to congratulate our
second quarter honor roll students.  

Star Students
First Grade: Gia Santana-Bianchi
Second Grade: Fejiro Odjegba
Third Grade: Olivia Cartwright
Fourth Grade: Ryan Ellison-Renk
Fifth Grade: Malayah George
Sixth Grade: Camdyn McCook
Seventh Grade: Brandon Wright
Eighth Grade: Bela Ness
Art
First and Second: Alaysha Thomas
Third to Fifth: Lucas Araya
Sixth to Eighth: Sergine Abelard
Media
First and Second: Cooper Oleszek
Third to Fifth: Blossom Alayande
Sixth to Eighth: Carrigan McCook
Music
First and Second: Mia Muniz
Third to Fifth: Gianni Laboy-Ortiz
Sixth to Eighth: Avrianna Lundy
PE
First and Second: Aranza Lopez     

Gonzalez
Third to Fifth: Andrew McCoy
Sixth to Eighth: Isabelle Dionisio
Spanish
First and Second: Martin Alnasr
Third to Fifth: Andrew Raye
Sixth to Eighth: Jah’zara Davis
STEM
First and Second: Angeli Munoz
Third to Fifth: Hayden Pierce
Sixth to Eighth: Ben Powell

HONOR ROLL FOURTH
GRADE

ALL - A
Andrew Raye
Zachary Burge

A/B
Alexander Negron-Salas
Caroline Joiner
Cami Giles
Violet Beaudry
Reagan Burge
Knox Parde
Aleena Lundy
Katelyn Gabor
Sophia Piesko
Ayla Dewitt

HONOR ROLL FIFTH GRADE
ALL - A

Cameron Pickering
Juliana Weldon
Julianna Burge
Blossom Alayande
Sophia Younan
Mallory Joiner

A/B
Ashlyn Anderson
Ella Dioso
Kaylie Negron Pena 
Kyla Redcloud
Chiamaka Nduka

HONOR ROLL SIXTH GRADE
ALL – A

Sophia Shad
Stephen Dornier
Miguel Fernandez

continued on page 7 
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by Paul Ghiotto

Tancredi Alfonso “AL” Rucci, 91, patriarch of the Rucci clan that
moved to Jacksonville and Christ the King in 1963, passed away on
January 22, 2020. Al, oldest of seven children, was born in New
Kensington, Pennsylvannia, in July 1928. Survivors include his loving
wife of 68 years, Emily Rucci; daughters, Bridget R. Schultz (David) and
Kimberly Clemens (John); sons, Timothy Rucci (Cindy) and John Steven
Rucci; sisters Nicolina Petricca and Mary Ardisson; brother, John Rucci
(Elaine); grandsons, Benjamin Clemens and John Clemens, Jr.
After a funeral Mass and reception at

Christ the King Church, Al Rucci was buried
at Jacksonville National Cemetery with full
military honors on Monday, January 27.
Valedictorian of his high school class, Al

became an accomplished big band singer with
the Artie Arnell orchestra. After receiving a
personalized letter from the U. S. Government
which began with the heart-warming word,
“Greetings,” Al served his country for two
years after being drafted into the Army in
1950. 
He married Emily in January, 1951, while

undergoing training at Fort Bragg in
Fayetteville, NC. As a Supply Specialist, Al
spent a year in Korea during the war.
Discharged from the Army in December,
1952, Al first worked for PPG Industries in
Pittsburgh before passing the postal service
exam. As a newly-minted postal clerk he rode
mail trains throughout the Midwest and East,
sorting the mail along the way. 
Desiring warmer weather and discovering

that, unlike Korea and the Northeast U.S.,
snow almost never fell in Florida, the Ruccis,
with daughters Bridgett and Kimberly and son Tim, headed south to a
postal clerk’s position in Florida (the Rucci clan was later increased to six
with the birth of son Steven in Jacksonville). Once in town, Al rode mail
trains between JAX and Miami and over to Tallahassee and Pensacola.
Eventually he settled down in the main post office downtown. 
When oldest son Tim got old enough to play baseball at CTK in 1965,

the school’s baseball program was on the verge of disbanding and
volunteer coaches were badly needed. Wanting his son to have a chance
to play, Al, with some prodding by wife Emily, agreed to “assist” the
program’s head, Gene Davis (a fellow post office worker). Since Gene
was already busy heading the athletic program part time at CTK School,
Al suddenly found himself in charge of the separate baseball program.

With no other coaches to assist her husband, Emily Rucci “stepped
up” and filled in. “She used to hit fly balls to the outfield while I was
taking care of the infield,” Al recalled. Al’s Tadpole team was put in the
four-team Arlington Catholic League and won the league crown, the first
CTK team to reach the finals. 
Coaching was just part of the job as Al soon became “commissioner”

of the school’s baseball program. He began begging and borrowing to
improve both the program and the playing field. Dugouts, fencing,
concession stands, and lighting were added for the first time. Al was
tireless in soliciting local businesses for donations of balls and bats,

uniforms, and numerous other items. Extra
teams were added and many more kids were
given the opportunity to play ball.
Fortunately, Al had a lot of help from some
great volunteer coaches and parents.
After retiring from coaching and

commissioning in 1972, Al went on the
program’s board of directors so he could stay
active with the program. He also began
umpiring in the Catholic Grade School
League and elsewhere.[In 2012, at age 84, Al
was still umpiring high school fast pitch
softball and adult slow pitch softball!]
That same year it was suggested that the

playing field be named “Al Rucci Field.”
Being the humble man he was, Al greatly
appreciated the honor but requested that the
board not put his name on any of the
structures. 
On August 29, 1974, at an end of the

season banquet held at the Southside
Woman’s Club, Al was presented with a large
trophy in recognition of his “long and
dedicated service and exceptional
achievement.” 

After 40 years Al retired from the Post Office in 1997. 
Al was a superb horticulturist who was well known in his Arlington

neighborhood for his prize lemon and orange trees. They are part of his
“ever-growing” legacy as he gave so many trees away to others.
Until Al’s illness, Al and Emily usually attended together the

Saturday 4:00 p.m. Mass. For a long time, Al served as an usher and
helped with the collection. Emily also continued to volunteer at CTK as
the need arose. 
Next time you think of Al, say a quiet prayer thanking Al for

“stepping up!” 
Lord, thank you for sending the Rucci family to Christ the King!

Al Rucci Passes

by Adriana Giles

Our annual Christmas Concert was held on Thursday, December 12,
at 7:00 p.m. at Christ the King. For the first time the concert was held in
the school gym and there were lots of Christmas carols. We loved the new
venue! Thank you to all the cast members.

The Nativity Story 2019 Cast:
Narrators – Carrigan McCook and Chimmy Nduka 7th
Mary – Emma Decker 7th
Joseph – MJ Cascone 7th
Angel Gabriel – Fola Alayande 7th
Host of Angels – Isabelle Dionisio 8th 
Julie Meehan, Chloe Vila, and Kaitlyn Webb 7th
Magi – Paul Elhajj and Daniel Okochi 7th, and David Martinez 8th
King Herod – Zach Joiner 8th
Shepherds – Amari Cummings and Talon Bordelon 7th
Eighth Grade solo —  Ava Frattle, Skylar Fick, Alvie Hopely, 
and Liam Underhill

Class songs:
Eighth Grade and Mary – “Holy is His Name”
VPK 4 and First Grade – “Jesus Loves Me” and “Happy Birthday,
Jesus”
Kindergarten – The Friendly Beasts
First Grade – Away in a Manger and O Come, Little Children
Second Grade and Third Grade – Away in a Manger
Third Grade – Silent Night
Fourth Grade – Angels We Have Heard on High and O Come, All You
Faithful
Fifth Grade – Night of Silence and O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Sixth – O Little Town of Bethlehem and Go Tell It on the Mountain
Seventh Grade – All the characters
Eighth Grade Choir – Mary, Did You Know?

We would like to thank all volunteer students and volunteer teachers.
Thank you, Mr. Mckinnies, for the dedication, time and passion that you
put into the Christmas Concert.

Annual Christmas Concert
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Sergine Abelard
Monica Christina Alraheb
Matthew Arteagan
Oakley Neil Bishop
Erica Gloria Charleus
Henry Walter Coffey
Maria Rosario Digo
Isabelle Gutierrez Dionisio
Lily Divine
Vincent Do
Klara Drozdzowski
Oluwaji Godslove Eziemefe
Skylar Fick 
Ava Elizabeth Frattle
Alexis Catherine Graves
Megan Havey
Emilia Gandionco Hernandez
Sean Jacob Herring
Anna Hoang
Ella Hoang
Alvie Rae Hopely
Zachary Willis Joiner
McKasie Le
McKenzie Le
Timmy Le

Lina Mai
David Manuel Martinez
Roxy Lee Mathews
Ivan Primo Nazareno
Ivy Ng
Jason Ng
Aiden Nguyen
Andre Nguyen
Benson Nguyen
Bryant Nguyen
Hung Nguyen
Maria Jacey Nguyen
Jason Nguyen
Jeff Nguyen
Patrick Nguyen
Oluwakemi Martina Onasanya
Rosemary Grace Ouellette
Emma Pham
Matthew Phan
Keon Phan
An Phuong
Jacob Andrew Shashy
Wallis Rose Whelan
Marshal Thomas Wnorowski

CONFIRMATION 2020!!!
Congratulations to our Confirmation Class by Nick Klepac

Most folks will tell you that pro-
life means anti-abortion and Planned
Parenthood will tell you it means not
allowing women to have a choice. 

Funny thing is, none of those are
right!

If you are pro-life, you believe in
the Culture of Life, where every
human life is recognized as a sacred
gift from God, and worthy of protec-
tion and care from the moment of
conception until the time of its natu-
ral end.

This is what our Church teaches.
We believe that being alive is good
and life is worth living. We believe
everyone should be given the dignity
and respect to live, regardless of color, religion, sex, social status, AGE,
BORN or UNBORN. Once conceived, you are a human and you deserve
to live. It doesn’t matter to us that you are “normal” or “not normal,” if
you can walk or not, talk or not, whether you need help eating or not. It
doesn’t matter if you are strong or weak, free or not, you are a human and
you deserve to live.

All life matters.
We give rights to people not

sure about their sexual makeup,
yet we refuse rights for those too
little to defend themselves. We
allow people to make choices, but
we refuse the unborn the choice to
live.

Women have many choices,
but choosing to murder a baby is
not one of them. Abortion is an
excuse because they and their
mate did not plan. They allowed
themselves to get swept up in
adolescent desires and now a
human must pay the price for
their mistake. 

Abortion is not a choice, it is
an EXCUSE!  

Of course, Planned
Parenthood and others shout out, “What about incest or rape?”

Do you know that incest and rape only account for less than .5% of
the abortions? Medical necessity accounts for less than 7%. (Primary
nationwide abortion statistics for the United States are available from two
sources - the Guttmacher Institute and the CDC).

That means that 92.5% of the remaining abortions are a so-called
choice, an excuse to kill because it is easier to blame a faceless tiny
human for a mistake... a mistake that provided 15 seconds of pleasure.

Are you Catholic? Do you believe we all deserve to live? If so, please
join CTK parishioners and your Knights of Columbus to “Stand for Life”
in front of Jacksonville’s abortion clinics. Join us each Monday from 8:30
to 9:30 a.m. to say the Rosary in front of “A Woman’s Choice” of
Jacksonville, 4131 University Blvd. S., Jacksonville, FL 32216.
Additionally, we have brother Knights praying Wednesday and Thursday
from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Planned Parenthood, 5978 Powers Ave,
Jacksonville, FL 32217.

God bless you, and if you can’t join us, pray for the unborn at home;
they will appreciate it, trust me!

What exactly does Pro-Life mean?
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by Father Bernie

Joining the entire Vietnamese Church around the world, on Sunday,
November 17, 2019, the Vietnamese community at Christ the King Parish
joyfully celebrated the 117 Martyrs in Vietnam with a solemn procession.
The Eucharistic Youths re-enacted the life of Saint Agnes Le Thi Thanh,
which is so deeply touching, and  celebrated a solemn Mass in honor of
all those who bravely sacrificed their lives to bear witness to Jesus Christ.

Martyrs in Vietnam include 10 from the Paris Foreign Missions
Society (Missions Etrangères de Paris [MEP]), 11 Dominican
missionaries from Spain, and 96 Vietnamese fathers. They were
canonized by Pope John Paul II on June 19, 1988.

They suffered all kinds of torture - beheaded, strangled to death,
crushed by elephants, or pulled apart by 4 horses. The torturers hacked off
limbs, joint by joint, tore flesh with red hot tongs, and used drugs to
enslave the minds of the victims. Christians are engraved on the cheek
with the words “tả đạo” (“Left (Sinister) religion”) and families and
villages which subscribed to Christianity were obliterated. The Holy See
has considered these tortures the most brutal of all persecutions.

Through their intercession and heroic example of sacrifice, we pray
that God will grant us the courage to witness to Christ.

MỪNG KÍNH 117 THÁNH TỬ ĐẠO VIỆT NAM

Hiệp cùng toàn thể Giáo Hội Việt Nam trên khắp thế giới, hôm Chúa
Nhật ngày 17 tháng 11 vừa qua, cộng đoàn Việt Nam tại Giáo xứ Kitô Vua
đã hân hoan mừng kính 117 Vị Thánh Tử Đạo tại Việt Nam qua việc long
trọng cung nghinh hài cốt các ngài, các em Thiếu Nhi Thánh Thể đã diễn
lại cuộc sống của thánh Anê Lê thị Thành thật xúc động, và nhất là cùng
nhau hiệp dâng thánh lễ trọng thể tôn vinh các ngài đã anh dũng hy sinh
mạng sống mình để làm chứng cho Chúa Giêsu Kitô.

Các thánh Tử Đạo tại Việt Nam gồm có 10 vị thừa sai Paris, 11 vị
thuộc Dòng Đaminh từ Tây Ban Nha, và 96 các bậc cha ông của chúng ta.
Các ngài đã chịu đủ mọi cực hình – xử trảm, xử giảo, tùng xẻo, voi dầy,
và chết rũ tù. Các Kitô hữu bị khắc trên má hai chữ “tả đạo”. Tòa thánh
đã nhận xét những cực hình này dã man nhất trong tất cả các cuộc bách
đạo.

Các ngài đã được Đức Thánh Cha Gioan Phaolô đệ nhị phong thánh
ngày 19 tháng 6 năm 1988. 

Qua lời cầu bầu và gương hy sinh anh dũng của các ngài, chúng con
nguyện xin Chúa ban cho anh chị em chúng con cũng được can đảm làm
chứng cho Kitô.

Celebration of 117 Vietnamese Martyrs

by Nick Klepac

The Knights held their annual Religious Appreciation Dinner
following the 4:00 p.m. Mass, Saturday, February 2. The priests and
religious that attended were: Monsignors Mortimer Danaher and Vincent
Haut, Fathers James Boddie and Bernie Tan Dang; Deacons George
Barletta and Stan Grenn, Sisters Roselit Madappallil, S. H., Liss Mary
Lukose, S. H., Little Rose, S.H., Pavana Endoor, S.H., Ancy James, S.H.,
and Prisca Nduka.

The evening began with Mass, a social hour, dinner and presentation
of certificates to all priests and religious; the nuns also received flowers.

Thank you to all our priests and religious who serve us.

Religious Appreciation Dinner
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by Judy Dutton April 16, 2018 at 12:00 PM
https://thestir.cafemom.com/pregnancy/175804/baby_behavior_womb_u
tero_fetus

Any woman who’s pregnant is bound to wonder at various points
over nine months: What is she doing in there? Is she bored? Is she loving
that pint of superfudge chunk ice cream I just engulfed? Turns out babies
are busy, busy, busy in the womb! So what, exactly, are they up to?

Sure, there are flutters and flips and kicks, but you won’t believe what
else babies do in the womb as they grow! Here’s what scientists say about
all the ways your fetus is developing and learning during your pregnan-
cy:

1. They develop tastes for certain foods.

Has pregnancy given you insatiable crav-
ings for Taco Bell? If so, expect your kid
to be a chalupa connoisseur himself.
That’s because the nutrients in the food
you eat seep into your amniotic fluid,
which the fetus gulps down and can
“taste” by 20 weeks. And your tastes rub
off: One study found that mothers who
regularly ate carrots gave birth to little
bunny-wannabe babies who love carrots
more than babies whose moms didn’t eat
this vegetable much.

2. They react to stress.

In one study at Durham and Lancaster Universities in England, the
more anxiety moms reported, the more often their fetuses used their left
hands to touch their face. This suggests that a mom’s emotions might
impact their movements in subtle and surprising ways. It also suggests
that moms really should try to relax.

3. They practice facial expressions.

By observing 4D scans of fetuses, scientists at Durham and Lancaster
Universities found that by 24 weeks, unborn babies could achieve “two
dimensional” facial expressions such as curling their mouth in a smile.
By 36 weeks, unborn babies could achieve more complex facial expres-
sions including “pain” though lowered eyebrows, wrinkled nose, and
stretched mouth.

4. They cry.

Silently. Which makes us want to cry, too. In one study that video
recorded ultrasounds of fetuses during the third trimester, startling the
baby with a low-decibel noise against the mother’s abdomen caused
their fetuses to display traditional crying behavior, such as opening their
mouths, depressing their tongues, and gasping irregularly. Researchers
even spotted that telltale quivering lower lip.

5. They recognize nursery rhymes.

In one study conducted at the
University of Florida, researchers
asked pregnant women to read classic
verses to their unborn babies twice a
day for several weeks during their
third trimester. In response, the fetal
heart rate slowed when the rhymes
were read by mom, or even when read
by strangers a few weeks later. This
suggests that the babies were thinking,
“Hey, I don’t know who’s narrating,
but it’s my favorite: Mother Goose!”

6. They also recognize songs.

In another study conducted at the
University of Helsinki, researchers played “Twinkle Twinkle Little
Star” over and over during the mom’s third trimester. After birth, they
played the song again. EEG readings via electrodes on the infants’
heads showed greater brain activity for infants who’d heard the song in
utero than for those who hadn’t. This suggests that they could name that
tune.

7. They anticipate touch.

Researchers at the University of Durham used 4D ultrasound scans to
track the movements of fetuses during the third trimester and found
that, by the nine-month mark, fetuses started opening their mouths in
relation to directed movements. This suggests they’d finally put two
and two together — i.e., “Hey, hand headed toward mouth for some
quality thumb sucking! Open up!”

7 Things Babies Do in the Womb
That’ll Blow Your Mind

A/B
Camdyn McCook
Davin Payne
Luke Rodil
Jamila Hernandez
Avriana Lundy
Leo Lombardo

HONOR ROLL SEVENTH
GRADE

ALL – A
Fola Alayande
Elizabeth Harden

A/B
Chloe Vila
MJ Cascone
Julie Meehan
Kaitlyn Webb
Emma Decker
Paul Elhajj
Aidan Sperow
Amari Cummings
Lizzie Owens
Brandon Sullivan

HONOR ROLL EIGHTH
GRADE

ALL – A
Monica Alraheb
Alexis Graves
Rosemary Ouellette

Zach Joiner
Isabelle Dionisio
James Cochran
Emilia Hernandez
Oluwaji Eziemefe
Alexa Fallis
Erica Charleus
Alvie Hopely

A/B
Jacob Shashy
David Martinez
Bela Ness
Oakley Bishop

Christ the King Faculty and Staff
would like to thank The Knights of
Columbus for always providing
breakfast for our Honor Roll stu-
dents every quarter. 

continued from page 3

Christ the King Second Quarter Star Students and Honor Roll
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by Father Bernie

Năm nay, năm Canh Tý, cộng đoàn Việt Nam chúng ta tưng bừng
mừng Xuân trong bầu khí phấn khởi, hân hoan. Các em Thiếu Nhi Thánh
Thể, dưới sự hướng dẫn và tập dợt của chị Trúc, chuyên viên kịch ảnh, đã
dầy công luyện tập suốt mấy tháng trời vũ khúc “Dòng Máu Lạc Hồng,”
chất chứa đầy hình ảnh và lịch sử dân tộc Việt Nam là con Rồng cháu
Tiên. Trung Tâm Lạc Việt, vào những ngày cuối chuẩn bị đón Xuân, đã
trở nên một nơi thật nhộn nhịp, đầy khí Xuân. Bánh dầy, bánh chưng,
bánh tét không gói được, nhưng đặt được. Mai, Đào không trồng được
nhưng cũng đùng đùng nở hoa chỉ cần qua một đêm thôi. Cha Lâm đi nghỉ
hè bên Houston, Texas cũng vác về dùm pháo, đèn, hoa cảnh để chưng
bày 3 ngày Tết. Trong bếp thì các tủ lạnh, tủ đông đều chật cứng thực
phẩm chuẩn bị cho hàng ngàn phần ăn. Vui!

Chiều Thứ Sáu, thánh lễ Tất Niên được cử hành lúc 8:00 giờ tối tại
Nhà Thờ để mọi người cùng nhau cảm tạ Thiên Chúa vì những ơn lành
lãnh nhận trong suốt một năm qua. Sau thánh lễ, mọi người cùng nhau đón
Giao Thừa tại Trung Tâm Lạc Việt với những món ăn truyền thống của
ngày Tết do cộng đoàn thiết đãi: Bánh Tét, Dưa Món, Xôi 3 màu, Giò chả,
và súp măng cua. Anh Phước qua mục Sớ Táo Quân dí dỏm, hài hước,
cũng đã tường trình cho các “Ngọc Hoàng” về tình hình và những sinh
hoạt trong cộng đoàn trong suốt năm qua. Và rồi những ca khúc Xuân
được cất lên để gợi lại những kỷ niệm đẹp của quá khứ.

Thứ Bảy năm nay cộng đoàn có tổ chức đêm “Dạ Tiệc Xuân Yêu
Thương 2020” tại nhà Gym của trường học giáo xứ. Được tất cả 44 bàn.
Do đó, ngay từ sáng sớm một số các anh chị đã có mặt để giúp chuẩn bị.

Các món ăn được trợ giúp từ Phở Today, Phở Dim Sum, Nhà Hàng Otaki,
và “Bếp Nhà Ta Nấu.” Hầu hết bà con đều khen “delicious” quá ngon và
chất lượng. Sân khấu, bàn tiệc, hội trường – “beautiful” tuyệt đẹp. Vũ
khúc “Dòng Máu Lạc Hồng” và Fashion Show – “amazing” quá là tuyệt
vời. Âm thanh, ánh sáng – quá hay và quá đẹp. Ban tiếp tân, trật tự - lịch
sự, “organized.” Và hầu như mọi người đều ngạc nhiên và cũng không
ngờ được cộng đoàn chúng ta, tuy nhỏ bé và mặc dù đây là lần đầu tiên
tổ chức Tết, làm được như vậy. 

Ngày Chúa Nhật, vào lúc 2:00 giờ chiều, nhà thờ đã chật kín người,
cùng đến để hiệp dâng thánh lễ đầu năm cầu bình an, hướng về tổ tiên, và
xin Chúa chúc lành cho công việc làm ăn trong năm mới này. Thánh lễ
linh thiêng. Ca đoàn du dương lời ca tiếng đàn nâng lòng mọi người lên
cùng Chúa. Sau lễ, đoàn lân Lạc Việt đã dẫn mọi người tiến về Trung Tâm
để mừng Xuân với những món ăn thật là thuần túy dân tộc, một số các trò
chơi cũng đã được diễn ra chung quanh Trung Tâm Lạc Việt, các trẻ em
tung tăng trong các bouncing house, gian hàng bầu cua các cọp cũng đã
được xóc… những phấn khởi nhất là bà con đều mong mỏi và hồi hộp
phần xổ số với giải độc đắc là chiếc xe Toyota Camry 2020 loại SE. Và
lúc này thì xe đã có chủ. Và chủ đó không phải là cha quản nhiệm. 

Tạ ơn Chúa và Đức Mẹ đã ban cho cộng đoàn chúng con được 3 ngày
Xuân thật mệt, vất vả, nhưng rất vui, và dạt dào tình thân.

This year, the Year of the Rat, our Vietnamese community jubilantly
celebrates the New Year in an atmosphere of excitement and joy. The
Eucharistic Youth, under the guidance and training of Ms. Truc, a drama
specialist, worked hard for several months on the dance “Lac Hong
Blood,” which is filled with images and the history of the Vietnamese
people. The Vietnamese Cultural Center, in the last days of preparation for
the New Year, has become a bustling, full of spring atmosphere. Bánh dầy,
Bánh Chưng, and Bánh Tét, our traditional food of the New Year was
ordered this year. “Mai” flower and “Đào” flower can’t grow, but can
bloom just overnight. Father Lam went on a vacation in Houston, Texas,
and brought back firecrackers, lights, and flowers for this New Year. In
the kitchen, the fridges and freezers are full of food, preparing for
thousands of servings. Fun!

On Friday evening, January 24, the New Year Eve’s Mass was
celebrated at 8:00 p.m. in the church. We gathered together to thank God
for all the blessings received over the past year. After the Mass, everyone
welcomed New Year’s Eve together at the Vietnamese Cultural Center
with traditional Tet dishes offered by the community: Bánh Tét, Dưa Món,
Xôi 3-color Sticky rice, Sausage, and crab bamboo shoot soup. Mr. Phuoc,
through the witty and humorous “Sớ Táo Quân”, reported to the “Jade
Emperor” about all the happenings in the community throughout the year.
New Year songs were sung to recall the beautiful memories of the past.

On Saturday, January 25, the community hosted a “Spring Gala
Dinner 2020” night at the parish school’s gym. The total was 44 tables

served. Therefore, early in the morning many volunteers were present to
help prepare. The dishes were supplied by Pho Today, Dim Sum Pho,
Otaki Restaurant, and “Our Kitchen - Our Cooking.” Most of the people
said the food was very delicious and good quality; the stage, banquet
tables, and the hall were beautiful; the dance “The Blood of Lac Hong”
and the Fashion Show were amazing. The sound system was awesome,
and the lighting was so beautiful. The receptionist, ushers, security men
were nice, and polite. Almost everyone was surprised and did not expect
all to go so well since our community is small and this is the first time to
celebrate Tet.

On Sunday, at 2:00 p.m., the church was full of people, coming
together to celebrate Mass to pray for peace, to pray for our ancestors, and
asking God to bless our works in this new year. After the Mass, the
Dragon Dance led everyone to the Vietnamese Cultural Center to
celebrate the Spring with truly pure traditional food. A number of games
were also held around Lac Viet Center, the children enjoyed the bouncing
house ... and the most exciting moment was the time when everyone was
looking forward to see who won the grand prize - the Toyota Camry 2020
- SE. And now the car has an owner. And that owner is not Father Bernie!

Thank God and Our Blessed Virgin Mary for the New Year
Celebration. We all were very tired, but we had a lot of fun, filled with
friendship.

MỪNG XUÂN YÊU THƯƠNG 2020

Vietnamese New Year - the Year of the Rat 2020
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by Father Bernie

This year, for the first time, the Vietnamese
community worked together to make the manger
and especially the 30-foot-high star, which jubi-
lantly celebrates the Lord’s birth from the end of
Thanksgiving to the end of Epiphany. The
Vietnamese community is very grateful to all
volunteers, especially Mr. Khuong, Sieu, Tuan,
and Hien for dedicating their time and talents for
this project. May God and Mother Mary bless
you all.

This year, for the first time, the Vietnamese
community had Christmas Eve Mass at 7:00
p.m. Before the Mass there is a Christmas carol,
which helps to lift everyone towards the sacred
moment - The Son of God came into the world
and became man to redeem mankind. On
Christmas Day, December 25, after the 2:00 p.m
Mass, the community gathered together at the
Vietnamese Cultural Center for Christmas cele-
bration. Home-cooked food was served while
the entertainment was performed by two famous
singers Kha Ly and Thanh Duy coming from
Vietnam. Many thanks to our big sponsor, Mr.
and Mrs. Nhung and Phong.

MỪNG CHÚA GIÁNG SINH

Năm nay, lần đầu tiên, cộng đoàn Việt Nam
đã cùng nhau làm máng cỏ và nhất là ngôi sao
cao 30 feet tưng bừng mừng Chúa ra đời suốt từ
sau Lễ Tạ Ơn đến hết ngày Lễ Hiển Linh. Cộng
đoàn rất biết ơn các anh chị, nhất là các anh
Khương, Siêu, Tuân, và Hiền đã vất vả nhiều
ngày để thực hiện công trình này. Xin Chúa và
Đức Mẹ chúc lành cho các anh.

Năm nay, cũng là lần đầu tiên, cộng đoàn
được dâng thánh lễ Vọng Giáng Sinh vào lúc
7:00 tối ngày 24 tháng 12. Trước thánh lễ có hát
vọng Giáng Sinh, giúp mọi người nâng tâm hồn
hướng về giây phút linh thiêng Con Chúa xuống
thế làm người để cứu chuộc nhân loại. Và hôm
sau, cộng đoàn cùng hiệp dâng thánh lễ Giáng
Sinh lúc 2:00 trưa ngày 25 tháng 12. Sau thánh
lễ, mọi người cùng chung vui bên Trung Tâm
Lạc Việt với những món ăn thật là thuần túy quê
hương, đặc biệt nhất là hai chú heo rừng qua hai
món hầm và xào lăn. Cộng đoàn cũng thành thật
cám ơn anh chị Nhung và Phong đã bảo trợ hai
ca sĩ Kha Ly và Thanh Duy để giúp vui trong
phần văn nghệ hôm đó. Xin Chúa và Đức Mẹ trả
công bội hậu cho anh chị.

Christmas Star

by Emma Duncan 

I came across some old photos, etc. from a skit that we ladies of Circle
#4 of the CKCCW – St. Anthony’s – performed, I believe about 1988. I
have to go back and remember which grandchild was around then and
how old he was to pinpoint the date!

Anyway, we performed a song and here are the lyrics – which for
some reason our version never quite earned a Grammy nomination despite
our best efforts!

Since we recently celebrated St. Valentine’s Day, it’s not too late to
share the Earth Angel lyrics with a loved one. It’s never too late to tell
someone you love them.

Earth Angel, Earth Angel, will you be mine?
My Darling dear, love you all the time.
I’m just a fool. A fool in love with you!

Earth Angel, Earth Angel, the one I adore.
Love you forever, and ever more.

I’m just a fool, a fool in love with you.
I fell for you, and I knew the vision of your loveliness.

I hope and I pray that someday
I’ll be the vision of your happiness. Oh, Oh, Oh

Earth Angel, Earth Angel, please be mine.
My darling dear, love you all the time.
I’m just a fool, a fool in love with you.

The accompanying photo was taken after we performed our skit.
Pictured standing left to right are: Barbara Miller, Sylvia Fowler, Wanda
Magne, Linda Stoddard, Emma Duncan; kneeling: Shirley Mosley,
Kimberly Stoddard. 

St. Anthony Circle was founded in 1954 – the year Christ the King
Church began. As a founding member of both I have seen many circle
members and parishioners come and go over the years.

Who has seen the wind?
Neither you nor I.

Do angels really fly?
It may be St. Anthony’s

Angels passing by.
They have earned their golden wings

At Christ the King.
Original members were: Mae Testa, Beth Ronan, Kitty Ludwig, Bess

Donahue, Mary Ward, Emma Duncan, and Hilda McCaskell. Current
members are: Staci Duncan, Hannah Duncan, Rosalie Andrews, Ramona
Barnes, Bootsie Rhoden, Emma Duncan, Jan Clements, Beverly

Gurliacco, and Mary Wright. Other members whose names I recall
are/were: Gladys Cardiff, Sybil Jones, Sheila Smith, Betty Belzen, Helen
Marie Dansby, Betty Begue, Shirley Mosley, Sylvia Fowler, Jean Fields,
Kay Harvey, Linda Stoddard, Adele Hendren, Mary Lopez, Pam Millsaps,
Audrey Skiff, Pat Bunso, Angela Incorvia, Tina Napoli, Celia Fowler,
Julie Franciscato, Mae Begue, Betty Weite, Alice Kelly, Carol Carden,
and Margaret Cox. 

(note: Please accept my apology if I left anyone out or misspelled a
name.)

St. Anthony Circle #4 Airborne Angels
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by Rita Reagan

Ever wonder what went on in
those frame buildings at 6337

Arlington Road, east of Cesery
Boulevard near Bruce Park?

It was the early 1900s and
Northeast Florida was experiencing
its “Gilded Age” as a winter
playground for the nation’s
wealthiest. Fueled in part by stories
of Ponce de Leon’s search for the
fabled Fountain of Youth and
railroad magnate Henry Flagler’s
affinity for luxury, America’s
privileged flocked to holiday
hotspots like St. Augustine’s
opulent Hotel Ponce de Leon and
the elegant Millionaire’s Club on
nearby Jekyll Island in Southeast
Georgia. The likes of John D.
Rockefeller, Louis Comfort
Tiffany, and businessman, inventor
and writer (and storied Titanic
victim) John Jacob Astor of New
York’s Waldorf-Astoria Hotel fame
indulged their most sumptuous
selves in Northeast Florida’s lush
and luxe locales.

Celebrity loves company. So it
wasn’t long before the stars of
America’s then-fledgling moving
pictures business followed suit. The
frigid temperatures of New York
and Chicago, where the nation’s
film business originated, damaged
film stock and dismayed starlets.
As fate would have it, the New
York-to-Florida track that later
would become part of Flagler’s
Florida East Coast Railway
provided an easy load and a straight
shot from the Big Apple to the
Sunshine State. And so was born
Northeast Florida’s status as the
“Winter Film Capital of the
World.”

By 1916, Jacksonville
telephone directories listed more
than 30 motion picture companies.
Among them was the Eagle
Studios, a five-building complex
built in 1916 in the heart of
Jacksonville’s Arlington district.
By 1920, the property changed
hands and became Norman
Laboratories, specializing in
motion pictures and “talking
picture equipment.” The complex
became the home and creative
center of Richard Norman, who

made history as one of a handful of
filmmakers brave enough to break
the racial barrier in the motion
picture industry.

“My father was disheartened
about the state
of race
relations at the
time, both in
real life and in
the movies,”
says retired
Air Force
C a p t a i n ,
R i c h a r d
Norman, the
fi lmmaker ’s
son. “And he
saw an

untapped market. So, he set out to
help give the black community a
stronger place on film, behind the
cameras and in the theatres.”

Norman, who was white, is
remembered for making a string of
silent movies starring black actors
between 1920 and 1928,
including several filmed
entirely at the Norman
Studios property and the
surrounding areas. Norman
Film Manufacturing Co.
was probably the most
sophisticated production
facility of any of the 109
”colored” film companies
formed between 1916 and
1930.

Before buying the
property in 1920 at age 29,
Norman already was a
veteran filmmaker. He
began his career as a maker
of magic lanterns, an image
projector developed in the
17th century that served as a
predecessor to motion
pictures. Later, he traveled
throughout the Midwest,
stopping for a spell in
numerous towns, where
he’d produce films starring
local talent, then screen
them to a packed theatre.
Everyone in town turned
out to see themselves and their
friends on the silver screen –
making Norman’s “townies” a
highly profitable turnkey operation.

In 1916, Norman achieved wide
release for a full-length film, “The
Green-Eyed Monster,” an
expanded adaption of his most
popular townie. Perhaps inspired
by emerging African-American
contemporaries like Oscar
Micheaux, Norman later would
remake the film, a drama of
romance and deception set in the
highly competitive railroad
industry, with an all-black cast.
Thus began Norman’s most
enduring contributions to both
cinema and civil rights – some of
the nation’s earliest films starring
African-American actors in

positive, non-stereotypical roles
that starkly contrasted with the
negative portrayals black
communities endured in
mainstream films.

Norman’s time at the Arlington
property helped Northeast Florida
keep a temporary hold of the
motion picture industry, as its
purveyors largely headed to the
West Coast. An ultra-conservative
new Jacksonville mayor; a film
scene that went terribly awry in
Jacksonville’s Springfield
neighborhood, destroying a saloon;
and inventor Thomas Edison’s
sometimes violent defense of his
patents on filmmaking equipment
had filmmakers up and down the
East Coast looking for a more
hospitable working environment.
Meanwhile, Los Angeles had put
out a passionate plea to lure
filmmakers westward. It worked.
By the early 1920s, LA had become
the global epicenter of the motion

picture industry, while Norman
continued his work for nearly
another decade in Jacksonville.

While seven films were
produced by the studio, “The
Flying Ace” is the only film that
remains. It has been restored and is
housed within the Library of
Congress. All of Norman’s other
films, created on extremely
flammable acetate film, have been
lost except for a few badly
deteriorated outtakes.

Eventually, the cameras would
stop rolling on the Norman Studios
site, too. Norman, also an inventor,
poured a small fortune into
developing a system to sync sound
and video, effectively creating
“talkies.” He had sold about a
dozen units before someone else

figured out how to put sound on
tape, rendering Norman’s system
and other like it obsolete. Norman
stopped producing feature films
and instead focused on distribution
of other filmmakers’ works, and on
producing corporate training and
promotional films. Over the next
decades, the property would
become known and loved as the
Gloria Norman Dance Studio,
operated by Norman’s beautiful
and fiery-spirited wife.

Fast-forward some 70 years to
the mid-1990s when Arlington
resident Ann Burt discovered the
hidden past of the old wooden
buildings in heartbreaking
disrepair, but still standing at 6337
Arlington Road. In an effort to
preserve and share her
neighborhood’s amazing film
history, she and others founded Old
Arlington, Inc., a nonprofit
organization, and began a
passionate campaign to save and

restore the Norman Studios
property. It took upwards of a
decade, but city, state and
national officials took heed. In
2002, the City of Jacksonville
purchased four of the five
Norman property buildings
and in 2007, wrapped up work
on structural repairs and
exterior renovations that
returned the buildings’
outward appearance to that of
their earlier glory days. In the
meantime, the Norman
Studios project became
ambitious enough to demand
its own organization. So, in
2007, a new nonprofit
organization formed to focus
solely on the Norman
property and story, while Old
Arlington Inc.’s focus
expanded to include other
intriguing aspects of the area’s
history.

Today, the Norman
Studios, a designated National
Historic Landmark and a
501c3, is working to further

preserve the property, including
restoring building interiors and
potentially purchasing the fifth
Norman building, currently owned
by Jacksonville’s Circle of Faith
Ministries. Outreach efforts like
film screenings, historical
presentations and tours of the
Norman property, as well as capital
campaigns, will help ensure that
Richard Norman’s efforts and
Northeast Florida’s unique
contributions to cinema history will
be remembered and shared for
generations. Play your part by
donating, joining or volunteering.

For more information, contact
Rita Reagan, studio Chair of the
Community and Education
committee at 904-716-0706 or
outreach@normanstudios.org.

Our Arlington Neighbor
The Norman Studio
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by Paul Ghiotto

If your answer is “Yes” then you should be interested in helping other
members of Christ the King in ensuring that community problems are

identified and solved in Arlington and
Jacksonville as a whole. You can do this by
supporting the ICARE movement which
Christ the King Church has been part of
for the past four years.

So, exactly what is ICARE? ICARE is
the Interfaith Coalition for Action,
Reconciliation and Empowerment.

Background
The Interfaith Coalition for Action,

Reconciliation and Empowerment,
(ICARE), is a faith-based, multi-issue,

direct action, community organization of 38 congregations with over
30,000 Duval County citizens from a broad cross-section of the
Jacksonville community. It is incorporated in Florida as a non-profit, 501
(c) (3) tax- exempt and politically non-partisan organization. Its mission
is to use the power of organized people to hold key public and private
institutions accountable for justice and fairness.

Accomplishments
Recent ICARE accomplishments include a campaign to get more bus

hubs in areas of low employment to areas of great job growth. In the early
2000s, ICARE won a large bus hub that connects the north and south side
of town so people can get to work without multiple transfers. This bus hub
is still in existence and used by hundreds of people a week.

In 2010, 1,200 ICARE leaders assembled to challenge the Early
Learning Coalition and the Jacksonville Children’s Commission to prior-
itize accessibility for full-day pre-kindergarten care by allocating approx-
imately $2.1 million dollars toward wraparound funding for low-income
working families. To date, 1,000 more students are registered for quality
voluntary pre-kindergarten programs with almost 300 more families
receiving full-day vouchers.

In 2013, ICARE pressed the Duval County Sheriff, Duval Public
Schools Superintendent and the State Attorney to implement a Restorative
Justice program which has been proven in several large cities to reduce
repeat youth offenses in the schools and neighborhoods. Today, 180
schools are using the Restorative Justice program. In one year, out-of-
school suspensions have decreased by 25%. In addition, four
Neighborhood Accountability Boards (NAB) have opened to divert non-
violent youth from jail. This restorative justice method allows neighbors
to decide on restitution outside of jail. This program has served 500
youths and 97% of this number have never re-offended. One NAB meets
twice a month in the Arlington area to assist local youth. 

In 2017, ICARE challenged the Sheriff to stop arresting nonviolent
youth for silly mistakes like stealing socks or drinking underage. Instead,
ICARE urged his department’s officers to issue civil citations to 90% of
eligible youth under state statute. He agreed and, since then, civil citations

have doubled and over 80% are now receiving civil citations and avoid-
ing a lifelong criminal record.

At the last ICARE Assembly held in May 2019, ICARE in
Jacksonville announced its 2020 goals by establishing three committees to
address issues of importance in our community. The Youth Committee is
following up on commitments made by Duval County Public Schools
Superintendent Diane Greene to expand and strengthen Restorative
Justice programs in Duval schools. The State and Criminal Justice Reform
Committee is working with nine ICARE sister organizations in Florida in
identifying specific problems related to unnecessary adult arrests and fol-
lowing up on commitments made by Sheriff Williams and State Attorney
Nelson to release data for the purpose of transparency. The Health and
Mental Healthcare Committee will focus on addressing mental health
concerns and needs and identifying specific solutions.

Current Membership
Presently, 38 congregations with over 30,000 members partner with

ICARE. Members represent a broad and diverse cross-section of Duval
County, coming from different religious traditions, including Catholic,
Baptist, United Methodist, AME, Congregational, Episcopal, Jewish,
Unitarian, Bahai, United Church of Christ, Disciples of Christ and
Presbyterian. 

Christ the King is the sole Jacksonville Catholic Church to be a proud
supporting member of the ICARE network. Father James Boddie has been
active with ICARE for many years. Bishop Felipe Estevez is planning to
attend the next ICARE Assembly in Jacksonville on March 30. Active
Christ the King members include Father Boddie, Monica Crisp, Sally
Neaves, Gwen Ogden, Susan and Robert Roche, Kelley Macke, Donna
Auger, Paul Ghiotto, and Shelby Miller.

Won’t you please consider joining with CTK members when we once
again travel to Abyssinia Baptist Church on Jacksonville’s Northside on
March 30 at 6:45 p.m.? We are going together to represent CTK and gath-
er with other places of worship from around the city to hold our city offi-
cials accountable to their commitments of social justice for our citizens.
Won’t you attend with us?

For more detailed information about ICARE please contact Amanda
Nelson, ICARE Associate Organizer, at amanda@thedartcenter.org (Tel.
904-388-9181) and www.icarejax.org

Are You Interested In Solving 
Community Problems?

Stations
of the

Cross are
held
every

Friday at
7:00 p.m.
in the
church
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Valentine Charity Ball

Valentine’s Charity
Benefit Ball

by Nick Klepac, PGK

The Knights held their 52nd Annual Charity
Benefit Ball Saturday, February 15, following the
4:00 p.m. Mass. Activities started with a social
hour including hot hors d’oeuvres and dinner fea-
turing roast beef and ham. Music was provided by
the “Byestanders.” Candid photos and event pho-
tos were provided by Ashley Anderson. The
evening was filled with music, dancing and raffles
for Baskets of Cheer, both liquor and wine, 50/50
and the raffling of a 55” TV, $250 cash and $100
in gift cards. All proceeds from this event go to
local charities including: Camp I Am Special,
Emergency Pregnancy Services, Inn Ministry,
L’Arche Harbor House, Legacy of Care Health
Center, Inc., Lifeline Resources, Inc., and
Morning Star School.
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Dreams of Jeanie
by Jeanie Wilks
Pastoral Council President

There are moments when I hear my grandparents’ whispers of wisdom in my mind all over
again and I am grateful. 

I am grateful that I had what was at the time a rare and unusual upbringing, for the life
experiences shared with me were borne through decades of change; immigration/Ellis
Island; The Great Depression; the awesomeness of space exploration; simple pleasures
such as watching the ocean as you walk along its shores and wonder at its mysterious
secrets; the priority of family and Sunday gatherings; the welcoming of others to the
table. What you do defines who you are, not money or fame. Home is where the heart
is which gave me the ability to move and find home wherever I found myself and, most
importantly, life is not just, or kind, but the choice to laugh or cry is MY choice. 

These wisdoms are difficult for today’s society to comprehend as we have somehow
allowed children and adults to believe that life is always just and fair, that we are victims,
that importance is how much money we have, what we drive, etc. rather than what we do;
missing the understanding that respect is earned by what we do, demanding respect is a mis-
nomer for intimidation and fear; it is a “world turned upside down.”

As we enter the month of February each year, I journey back in time to become a part of
living history and it reminds me of these great changes. One of the beauties of stepping back in
time is that there is a protocol to appear to live and exist in that era. Re-enactors are, like any group-
ing of people, a combination of the good, the bad, and the ugly, but the majority are, like the population
in general, good people.

The alternate universe we live in for the weekend, (The Civil War Battle of Olustee February 1864) is fascinating for a plethora of reasons; chil-
dren are given responsibilities earlier than we would dare give them today, and yet, they met them and demonstrate a great level of maturity while
retaining an innocence appropriate to their age; manners are very important from the tipping of a hat in passing to the watching of your language; sim-
ple pleasures such as conversation and music fill the air; there is no technology nor modern convenience and for a little while, people acknowledge
each other and become a community, a family that I see once a year. 

I am not romanticizing the time as it was a brutal and bloody age but there are elements of civility and connection there that are missing in today’s
world, and it is my privilege to experience that for a few hours every year reminding me of what we have lost in our segmented society of today. 

The Transcendental movement of the early 19th century greatly influenced American society through reform movements including women’s suf-
frage and labor reform. The concept of American Individualism wasn’t the “me” focus we think of today, it was a belief that each of us is true to who
we are and that we become self- reliant.

In his essay “Self-Reliance,” Emerson states the importance of the individual in the following two lines. “Envy is ignorance” suggesting that when
we are envious of others we lose appreciation for our own gifts and what we have. “Imitation is suicide” which alludes to the loss of our own identi-
ty when we attempt to be someone else. 

My grandparents were disparaged for raising us, eventually adopting us, and we were outcast in school as ours was not the nuclear family of the
era. However, being raised by members of the Greatest Generation taught me some humble truths which have allowed me to survive unspeakable
storms and tragedies while still cherishing the beauty of life and the dawning of new adventures. I pray that I have passed that wisdom on to my sons
and my students, not through words but by example, and that one day they hear whispers of wisdom through my voice when they need it most. 

First Friday Mass and Living Rosary at CTK - The Knights and the CKCCW hosted a Mass, Living Rosary and potluck dinner Friday, December
6, at 5:30 p.m. The event was a success, with over 50 parishioners attending. The Living Rosary was a simple circle of chairs, each representing a
bead on the rosary. As each bead was led by the person sitting in the chair, they lit a candle and proceeded to the next person, until the entire Rosary
was recited. Father Boddie began the Rosary with the Apostles’ Creed. 

The Living Rosary
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by Suzette Gagnon

Christ the King School has an extensive agricultural and garden pro-
gram!! In addition to composting, pollinator gardens, a blueberry garden,
and over seven raised beds, we have a water recovery system and chick-
ens!!!  

The school applied for a Community Garden Grant through the
Diocese of St. Augustine, Catholic Charities. We have been awarded the
grant to improve our existing garden, provide a method to disseminate our
food, and involve the community in our amazing program. We will pro-
vide food for L’Arche Jacksonville, the convent, and the new school cafe-
teria salad bar. 

In addition, the fifth grade Junior Master Gardeners help maintain the
gardens, second grade maintains the composting, third grade maintains
the blueberry garden, kindergarten manages the butterfly pollinators, first
grade raises and cares for our chickens, and seventh grade will run the
Seeds of Faith program through 4H. This is an amazing opportunity for
our students to learn about agriculture and provide an important service to
our community. 

If you would like to take a tour, find out more information, or volun-
teer, please contact suzette.gagnon@ctkschooljax.com

Gardening Grant and Club

by Suzette Gagnon
Christ the King School has some amazing STREAM (Science, Technology,

Religion, Engineering, Art and Math) programs. In addition to the competition teams
(such as underwater robotics and concrete boat building), we have a STREAM Club
service project.

The STREAM service club meets on Thursday to learn to sew, and we then sell or
give away the items we make. The monies help other organizations such as Catholic
Charities, and Dress a Girl Around the World. 

The STREAM Service Club

by Adriana Giles

On Tuesday, December 3, all Christ the King Middle School students
presented their science projects to the judges in our school gym. The stu-
dents worked on these projects under the supervision of our science
teacher, Mr. Alex Underhill. He has been working with the students on the
scientific process and the science fair was an opportunity for the students
to put what they had learned into action. The winners were awarded with
ribbons.

CTK Science fair winners:

Grade  6
First place – Miguel Fernandez
Second place – Leo Lombardo
Third place – Leah Brannen

Honorable Mention:
- Stephen Dornier
- Kalo Ness

Scientific Excellence:
- Wiley Croft
- Stephen Dornier

Grade 7
First place– MJ Cascone
Second place– Amari Cummings
Third place– Brandon Sullivan

Honorable Mention:
- Merrick Dunham & Elizabeth Harden
- Julie Meehan

Scientific Excellence:
- Fola Alayande
- MJ Cascone
- Julie Meehan
- Kaitlyn Webb

Grade 8
First place – Monica Alraheb
Second place – Zach Joiner
Third place – Isabelle Dionisio & Alvie Hopely

Honorable Mention: 
- Alexis Graves

Scientific Excellence:
- Ava Frattle
- Alexis Graves

The following students will move on to the Diocesan Science Fair:

Grade 6: Leah Brannen, Miguel Fernandez, and Leo Lombardo.
Grade 7: MJ Cascone, Amari Cummings, and Brandon Sullivan.
Grade 8: Monica Alraheb, Isabelle Dionisio & Alvie Hopely, and Zach

Joiner.

The following students will move on to the Regional Science Fair:

Grade 6: Leah Brannen, Wiley Croft, Stephen Dornier, Miguel
Fernandez, and Leo Lombardo.

Grade 7: Fola Alayande, MJ Cascone, Amari Cummings, Julie
Meehan, and Bandon Sullivan.

Grade 8: Monica Alraheb, Isabelle Dionisio & Alvie Hopely, Ava
Frattle , Alexis Graves, and Zach Joiner.

Christ the King Science Fair 2019
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by Adriana Giles

The NJHS honors those students who have demonstrated excellence in the areas of Scholarship, Leadership, Service, Character, and Citizenship.
These characteristics have been associated with membership in the organization since its beginning in 1929. This year on Thursday, October 24,
Christ the King Catholic School had the honor of inducting the following eighth graders to NJHS:

Monica Alraheb (president)
Erica Charleus (Treasure)
Isabelle Dionisio (Vice President)
Oluwaji Eziemefe
Alexa Fallis
Alexis Graves
Emilia Hernandez (Secretary)
Alvie Hopely
Zachary Joiner
David Martinez
Rosemary Ouellette
Jacob Shashy
Liam Underhill.

All these students pledged to continue holding the high purposes of the NJHS, to be true to these principles, to be loyal to Christ the King Catholic
School and to maintain and encourage the high standards of this society. Congratulations go out to our newly inducted eighth graders and to their
families.

by Adriana Giles

On Friday, January 24, students from Catholic schools around the
Diocese of St. Augustine gathered at Bishop Snyder High School for the
yearly Science Fair. This is the 13th year that Bishop Snyder HS opened
its doors for students in grades 6, 7 and 8 from 15 different Diocesan
schools. The students from Christ the King presented their science pro-
jects to the judges and here are the results:

Zach Joiner: First place for 8th grade
MJ Cascone: Honorable mention for 7th grade
Amari Cummings: Honorable mention for 7th grade
Miguel Fernandez: Third place for 6th grade           

Congratulations to the winners and all who participated!!

National Junior Honor Society (NJHS)

Diocesan Science Fair 2020

Second Quarter, 2019-2020

First Honors
Julliete Airaheb 10
Laila Jean-Bart 10
Peter Mahfouz 10
Chinonye Nduka 09
Courtney Pham 10
Camden Thorton 09
Emily Williams 10
Kathleen Yarborough 12

Second Honors
Elyssa Audije 11
Rebecca Baldwin 11
Cori Buckelew 11
Emilie Chinault 11
Hunter Daniels 11
Steven Dionisio 11
Zackary Engelhardt 09
Christian Flores 11
Mallory Frattie 09
Hailey Klein 12
Erin Kress 11
Steven Lutheran 09
Lily McCauley 11
Andrew McClellan 10
Elizabeth McClellan 10
Gavin Meehan 10
Karolina Moreno 12
Lauren Nichols 09
Jericho Rey Palomo 11
Brandon Pham 11
Lauretta Piesko 11
Torin Sapp 09
Aidan Webb 12
Kylie Wnorowski 11

Bishop Kenny
Honor Rollby Adriana Giles

Congratulations to our Engineering Club Team who were awarded first
place on their concrete boat challenge and second place overall in the competi-
tion. 

On October 19, a group of middle school students from Christ the King
Catholic School went to the yearly STEM competition at Bishop Kenny. The
problem they were given was: Make a concrete boat that can float and hold
weight. Our students worked weeks on their boat and they can tell you it was
not an easy task!  They spent six weeks building, testing and perfecting their
design. 

On October 19, they were able to test
their boat and enjoy an amazing day of
STEM fun. Between chemical experiments,
scavenger hunts, building robots and, of

course, lunch, they had a very busy schedule! They are looking forward to
next year’s challenge to our Engineering Club Team. 

The club meets after school every week
in our engineering and builder lab lead by
Ms. Suzette Gagnon, our awesome
STREAM and engineering coordinator.

Bishop Kenny STEM Competition
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by Staci Duncan, St. Augustine DCCW, President

The St. Augustine Diocesan Council of Catholic Women spent a most
enjoyable day in Savannah, Georgia, for our annual Advent Day of
Reflection. Father Boddie, along with 52 others from around the diocese,
left the Christ the King parking lot and headed north to Savannah. 

During our ride to Savannah, Father Boddie gave us an inspiring
reflection about the Second Week of Advent on how we should prepare
the way, as John the Baptist did, for Jesus. John the Baptist prepared for
the first coming, just as we should be preparing our minds and hearts for
the second.

Upon arriving in Savannah, our first stop was River Street for some
quaint old town shopping along the beautiful Savannah River. Many
treasures were found among the shops and vendors. Huge smiles could be
seen on our shoppers as they embarked on the bus to the next stop, the
Cathedral of St. John the Baptist. How interesting is it that we, on the
second Sunday of Advent, would visit the Cathedral of St. John the
Baptist? I can only imagine that we pilgrims were led by God to such a
holy place on that day. After our tour of the magnificent cathedral, we
walked a short distance to the nearby cemetery where we prayed the
rosary for all the souls that have gone before us. After being spiritually
filled we then moved onto our next stop… lunch!

We feasted on the most delicious lunch at the famous “The Lady and
Sons Restaurant,” to fill our bodies as we had our souls. We were, how-
ever, disappointed that Paula Deen was not on the premises for our visit.
After lunch, there was more shopping in the gift shop to add to our previ-
ous purchases. Our final stop for the day was at the Historic Savannah
Theater for “A Christmas Tradition” show. The performers were just won-
derful and brought the Christmas season home to all in attendance. A fab-
ulous time was had by all as we headed back to Jacksonville full of fun,
food, laughter, friends and great memories. 

Advent on the Road

Spirituality, Service, Leadership
by Shelby Miller

Have you reached for a white, spiral-bound hymn supplement during
Mass to discover missing pages, battered covers and in general, a worn-
out appearance? It’s time to replace them! Together with Edie Hubert,
Director of Music, the Council of Catholic Women will be undertaking
the project to replace the supplements. The Council has pledged its parish
end-of-the-year project funds and contributions received from the
Nocturnal Adoration Society and the Queens and Kings ministries. The
estimated cost of replacement is $2,400 and we are nearly halfway there.
We ask other parish ministries to consider a donation. Ministry donations
can be sent to the rectory. Elsewhere in the Courier, read Edie’s article
about replacing the hymn supplements.

Chair dollies or carts have long been wanted for the Shirley David
Hall and Parish Hall. Moving those chairs one by one is not an easy job.
San Juan del Rio parish was giving away five carts and Staci Duncan, one
of our members, was able to obtain them for Christ the King. Thanks to
Staci, and Nick and Bernie Klepac for picking them up and bringing them
to the parish halls. 

During December, the Council and the CTK Knights of Columbus
sponsored a Living Rosary and potluck supper. Both were well attended.
In December, the Council also held its annual raffle and Christmas bake
sale with good success. Special publicity was provided by Wayne and
Michelle Foret, son-in-law and daughter of Willie Blaquiere, a Council
member. A “thank you” to all who purchased raffle tickets and/or bake
goods.

January 30 was the date for our Winter General Meeting beginning
with 5:30 p.m. Mass in the church, followed by light refreshments in the
parish hall, election of officers, and a talk by Julie Rothery, S.
Jacksonville CCW Deanery President. She spoke about the 100th
anniversary of the National Council of Catholic Women being celebrated
this year. All women of the parish were welcome to attend.

Join us on Saturday, February 29, for a fun-filled evening of bunco.
Watch for more details in the parish bulletin.

March is Council’s Diaper Drive month for the Women’s Help Center.
Join us by donating diapers and wipes. A large box will be in the gather-
ing area for your contributions.

For information about CKCCW, please contact Shelby Miller, 904-
745-0530 and visit our page on the parish web site.

Christ the King
Council of Catholic Women

Bishop Kenny High School
Theatre

Thursday, April 30 and Friday, May 1 
Doors open at 6:30 a.m. begins at 7:00 p.m.

Tickets are $10.00 each
Available through BKHS Crusader Corner and at the

door each night.

by Adriana Giles

In the month of October 2019, Folio
Weekly readers voted Christ the King Catholic
School as the Best Private School in
Jacksonville, Florida for the second year in a
row. Christ the King Catholic School was one
of the five nominees; we were competing
against Bolles School, St. Patrick Catholic
School, Episcopal School, and San Jose
Catholic Grade School.

Folio Weekly Magazine
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by Ryan Gallagher

Road Cleanup - The Knights,
under the direction of Mike Stirna,
conducted the monthly road
cleanup on Lone Star Road (second
Saturday of each month). We meet
monthly at the parking lot of St.
Andrew’s Episcopal Church at the
corner of Lone Star Road and
Carlotta Road at 8:00 a.m. Come
out and help keep our community
clean.

Walk for Life - The Knights and
other members from Christ the
King walk each Monday between
8:30 and 9:30 a.m. to say the
Rosary in front of “A Woman’s
Choice” of Jacksonville, 4131
University Blvd. S., Jacksonville,
FL 32216. Additionally, we have
brother Knights praying
Wednesday and Thursday from
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Planned
Parenthood, 5978 Powers Ave,
Jacksonville, FL 32217. Please join
us.

Knights of the Brotherly Care -
Knights meet at Christ the King on
the first Saturday of every month to
attend Mass. They then distribute
Holy Eucharist and/or provide
fellowship to our fellow
Knights/spouses who are unable to
attend Mass or are homebound. If
you know of a brother
Knight/spouse in need, please
contact Dennis Scobie at 904-535-
8205 or email at
md12848@yahoo.com. 

First Friday Masses - The Knights
host a First Friday Mass each
month at our hall on Arlington
Expressway. All are welcome to
join us. Mass starts at 6:30 p.m.
followed by a potluck dinner.
Please bring a favorite dish to
share. 

We are Knights
Serving Christ the King Catholic Church

K’Cees’ Bunko Night - Another great Bunko
night was held Saturday, January 11, at 6:30 p.m.
with the next one scheduled for Saturday, March 7.
This event is open to everyone. Come out and join
us for Bunko. Over 59 million people play this
game yearly. Bunko is a social dice game
involving 100% luck and no skill, although we
have a few regular players that would disagree!
You must call and reserve a seat to play, and for
dinner. Cost is $10 per person. Please RSVP/buy
ticket on line at https://council4727.com/kcees-
rsvp-page or call Laura Morris at 904-874-7100.

Squires Top Golf - The Squires Circle 2121 ventured to Top Golf and
spent a day swinging the clubs, November 17. The Squires are young
Catholic men, ages 10 - 18 years old, dedicated to serving the
community and or Church. Recently, through their different fundraising
activities, the Squires donated $1,000.00 to Five Star Veterans Center
and $500.00 to Emergency Pregnancy Services. 

Up Coming Events
Corporate Communion/CTK
Parish Luncheon - The
Knights are holding their
quarterly family Corporate
Communion, Sunday, March 8,
at the 11:00 a.m. Mass. The
Knights will treat all
parishioners to a free lunch of
hamburgers and hotdogs.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt - The
Knights will hold their annual
Easter Egg Hunt Saturday, April
11, at the CTK School grounds.
All are welcome, it is free and
includes a potluck lunch. The
Knights will provide the
chicken lunch and request
everyone bring a side dish or
desserts. Come out for candy,
food, fun and, of course, the
Easter Bunny!
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We are Knights
Serving Christ the King Catholic Church

Jericho March - The Knights joined other faith
denominations in conducting the Jericho March
(praying for the end of abortion), December 7 at the
All Women’s Health Center of Jacksonville (1 of 3
abortion clinics in Jacksonville), 1545 Huffingham
Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32216. The group of about 50
men, women and children (including many priests
and ministers) marched the entire block, circling it
seven times. Each circle was started with a reading
from the Bible and prayer led by randomly selected
participants. Thank you to all that walked that faith-
filled six-mile march!

K’Cees’ Christmas Party - The annual
K’Cees’ Christmas party was held Sunday,
December 15, at 1:30 p.m. Lots of food,
games and family fun!
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by Lucille Guzzone

While browsing the parish library, I noticed a book titled HOW THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
BUILT WESTERN CIVILIZATION, written by Thomas Woods, Jr., Ph.D.

I hesitated and paused since I always thought that our way of life was primarily based on the
philosophy of Ancient Greece and, to a certain extent, of Rome. So, since I was curious about this
book, I decided to check it out and read it.

As I perused each chapter, I realized that this idea of the important influence of the Church on
our civilization was not an empty boast, but truly a bold statement based on factual information.

The book is divided into sections of specific topics such as agriculture, art, architecture, science, education, morality, law, and economics.
Although spirituality and religion are represented throughout the pages, the themes throughout emphasized how to live in a practical and civilized
world.

Beginning in the fourth century most abbeys were occupied by Benedictine monks. These men studied the ancient scholars such as Socrates and
Aristotle and applied their footprint to the ways they lived their own lives.

The monks appreciated the gifts of nature and used them to thrive. As they did this, they shared their knowledge with the people around them.
They were true teachers and lived their own lessons. They were farmers and understood agriculture by growing their own food and by developing
methods to make wine and champagne. They understood the power of water and how to keep it pure and available to their community. They respect-
ed time and were clock builders. But the importance of all of this was that they shared what they learned with the peasants and the poor in their com-
munities. They welcomed travelers and sheltered them in the abbeys. They cared for the sick by providing hospitals. The early Knights of Malta were
known as Hospitallers. They created microscopes and understood the circulation of blood.

They were translators of books. They knew how to read and to write. They were the authors of the Lindisfarne Gospel. Theirs were the first uni-
versities. In the Medieval Age, only the Pope could decide if a scholar deserved a degree.

The Church men were architects and mathematicians. The cathedrals built during this period were meticulously planned, designed and measured.
Because of this care and deliberation, most of these houses of worship still stand in glory today.

The art produced through the request and blessing of the Church is unparalleled in the world.
There are so many more amazing accomplishments produced by the Church throughout many centuries. And there is no doubt that the influence

of the Church, whether educationally or spiritually, is to be given credit for its contributions to the development of Western Civilization.

LET’S READ......

by Annie Sabatino

December Christmas dinner was a huge success. Ham and turkey and all the side dishes and desserts were
brought in by the members. The Christmas tree was decorated beautifully with pictures of all the members. 

Fred, our piano player, had all the Christmas songs lined up for us to sing. We all received a coffee mug
with hot chocolate mix and candy inside. Barbara Hanuscin does so much for the Queens and Kings. It takes
a lot of work to put the meetings together, because she has a theme for each one. We know she has a few elves
that help her and the group appreciates all that she does. 

Pasta Galore should have been the theme for the January Italian meeting. Pasta in every shape and size
was made in various ways. The meeting was started with an opening prayer followed by the pledge of alle-
giance to our flag, and then God Bless America was sung. Sadly, we had two members and one relative that

died: Joe Connolly, Marlene Allen, and Georgette Shalley’s mother. Masses will be
offered for them by the Queens and Kings. Edward Latimer came by and surprised
us by playing his violin while we were eating. His mother is Charlene Montague, a
member. The food and entertainment were enjoyed by all.

Anyone 50 and over is welcome to join. Dues are still $5 a year. Bring a friend;
all guests are welcome. Meetings are usually held on the second Sunday of the month
at 1:00 p.m. Check the bulletin for dates and times.

by Regina Joiner

Congrats to three of our CTK alumni on achieving the rank of
Eagle Scout. Aidan Webb, Kyle Hicks and Max Baldwin graduated
from Christ the King in 2016. They achieved their ranks together
since they were in Cub Scouts, so they continued the tradition by hav-
ing their Eagle Court of Honor together. Only 4 of 100 Scouts have
earned this rank. Congrats on this momentous achievement!

Eagle Scout
Achievement

Queens and Kings Christmas Party

The Journey 
We are happy to announce that, at the request of Bishop
Filipe Estevez and Father Boddie, Christ the King Parish
will be participating in a new program which provides a

way for us to deepen our faith. The program is
called THE JOURNEY. It is a six-week process of 

sharing, prayer, and reflection that can help everyone —
active parishioner or not — grow in his/her faith. 

STAY TUNED....WE’LL BE POSTING MORE IN THE
COMING WEEKS!!
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by Betty Becht

Many years ago, we visited
southern Indiana on vacation
and as we were leaving, my
mother gave Frank Becht my
father’s shotgun, as the other
brothers-in-law had their own
guns.

Years later the Knights of
Columbus, 4727 council, start-
ed having turkey shoots on
Merrill Road. They set up tar-
gets and the person who got closest to the bull’s eye won a free turkey cer-
tificate, which could be redeemed at Winn-Dixie. Members could use

their own gun or use one pro-
vided by the Knights. Frank
took the gun to the hall. These
turkey shoots would last sever-
al weeks each year in the fall.

One year, the hall was bro-
ken into and all the guns stolen.
The council had insurance and
so Frank received a check for
the stolen gun and purchased a
new one.

Years later our son-in-law,
Gus Saliva, was going hunting
in the Everglades, so Frank
gave him the shotgun.

In 2018 our grandson, Gus
Saliva III, went to a gunsmith
school, *Colorado School of
Trades Gunsmithing. Nobody
knew that Gus had taken the
shotgun to school and there
refurbished it as seen in the
photo.

Upon graduation, Gus took the gun and went to Richmond, Virginia,
to see our son, Jason Becht and while there presented him with Frank’s
gun. This gun is truly a treasure for the Frank Becht family.

*Colorado School of Trades is a private for-profit school in Lakewood,
Colorado, that focuses exclusively on gunsmithing. It was founded in
1947 and graduates receive an Associate of Occupational Studies Degree
in Gunsmithing. - Wikipedia

The Shot Gun

Support Our Church Paper

The parish is so fortunate to be able to supply the quar-
terly Courier newspaper totally free. What makes this pos-
sible are the advertisements placed in the Christ the King
weekly church bulletin. If you have a business, we encour-
age you to advertise it in the bulletin. You’ll benefit two
ways: get more clients for your business, and help your
parish with free newspapers. 
The company that handles the advertisements is

Liturgical Publications. You can contact Rob Kennedy,
Advertising Sales Executive at (804) 366-4838 or e-mail
rkennedy@4lpi.com.
Thank you for your support.by Paul Ghiotto

That’s right – patrol boys – as in “schoolboy safety patrol”– no girls
allowed and (in the words from an SNL TV sketch) “We liked it that
way!”

Hormones a-raging, we were the “law” at Christ the King School back
in the school year of 1961-1962. We directed cars in the parking lot,
stopped first and second graders from running amok on school grounds,
and, in order to maintain law and order, even rode the two school buses
which took the assorted urchins home at school’s end.

Our moms took the patrol belts and dyed them a bright orange so the
grandparents who picked up their children had a better chance of seeing
us in the parking lot. A bright metal badge told people that we existed on
an elevated plane from the others.

Back in the 50s and early 60s life was a lot simpler. Families didn’t
have the money to build large, fancy air-conditioned homes with swim-
ming pools and air-conditioned cars in the garage much less take long
extended vacations. There was no “travel ball” in every sport known to
man. And, Heavens to Betsy, Disney World wouldn’t open for another
nine years! My Lord, how did we ever survive?!

One way was to be a member of the vaunted schoolboy patrol. In
appreciation of our keeping the world a safer place, we were given by the
Duval County Commission a free week of summer camp at the Camp
Blanding post in lower Clay County. While patrol boys within the then
city limits (e.g. St. Paul – Riverside) went on a train to Washington, D.C.,
we “county” boys, with transistor radios blaring (I mean, who doesn’t
remember tunes like “Woolverton Mountain” and “Runaway”), rode un-
air conditioned school buses in the heat of August to our un-air condi-
tioned concrete block, single story barracks which the Army National
Guard normally used. Each barrack had a high school senior boy or two
– whom we ragged constantly – as a counselor and one or two Duval
County Road Patrol officers in the room at the end. Oh, and since we
would be amongst other transient youth for a week, our mothers bought
us five pairs of underwear on which they dutifully printed our surnames
in the back. And even better, for one week we were away from siblings!

One night after “lights out” some yahoos in the barrack thought it
would be funny if we all put our hand in an armpit and make the sound of
someone passing gas. The counselor and officers let this go on for a short
while before telling us to knock it off. Of course, we didn’t. Next thing
you know we are all outside wearing nothing but our new skivvies and
standing in a coal bin. The officers ordered us to keep making the sounds
we had been. After about half an hour they let us back in and we didn’t
do that again!

An athletic competition was held on Thursday of the week and fea-
tured contests on land and water (Kingsley Lake). The Catholic Grade
School teams always won the team title because its boys were recent
eighth graders and not sixth like in the public schools. For some reason,
the camp director never seemed to notice the disparity in ages and sizes.

The Road Patrol contracted cooks to prepare meals for us three times
a day. Apparently, the Patrol got a great deal on bologna sandwiches and
chicken and rice.

One night after another C & R dinner a Road Patrol officer tearfully
informed us newly-pubescent youth that the beautiful actress Marilyn
Monroe had died.

Funny how some things stay with one. Every time I hear an armpit
fart, buy new Fruit of the Looms, eat chicken and rice or see something
on TV about Marilyn, I flashback to August 1962.

Yes, we were patrol boys once - and young.

We were
Patrol Boys Once - and Young!

Boys pictured L to R front row – Larry Butler, Rick Jones, Jerry Weedon,
Gary Adams, Matt Schultz, Sid Foster, Vernon Duncan, Ed Garza

Middle row L to R – Terry Morris, Ray Schoen (?), Mike Leonard, Dennis Scobie,
Barney Brown, Paul Ghioto, Don Pellicer, ____, Jimmy McFarland

Top row L to R – Terry Morgan, Ross Germano, _____, _____, DanConner,
Frank Redmond

(note: those boys not identified must have been lowly Seventh Graders)
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by Adriana Giles

Christ the King celebrated their annual Halloween costume party and
Trunk or Treat for kindergarten to fifth grade on Thursday, October 24. It
was a great event. The children and adults enjoyed the evening, wonderful
music, and an awesome Trunk or Treat. 

A special thank you goes to all the volunteers, parents, and teachers
that helped us to put together this terrific party for our children to enjoy.
Many thanks go to those 20 families that decorated their cars for the
Trunk or Treat. You all did an amazing job. Thank you also to all that
attended and showed your support for our school.

Halloween
Costume Ball and Trunk or Treat

by Adriana Giles

Christ the King Catholic School students celebrated All Saints Day, a
holy day of obligation, with their traditional Mass procession of the first
and second graders dressed as their favorite saints. All the children did an
extraordinary job standing in front of the congregation and telling them
which saint they were representing. Kudos goes to Mrs. Lewis, Mrs.
Dioso, and Mrs. Stevens, for preparing our children and teaching the
Catholic traditions.

All Saints Day
by Sandy Koski

What takes only a minute
(sometimes 2 or 3 minutes), is free,
and it happens the third Sunday of
every month after the 7:00 a.m., 9:00
a.m., and 5:00 p.m. MASSES, and it’s
so important that it could save your
life?

The Blood Pressure Ministry is a
relatively new ministry here at Christ the King Parish.  We were founded
by Sister Roselit S.H, who asked the nurses of the parish to step forward
to minister to the parishioners of our church family.  We have been
working with nurses Diana Miller, Barbara Crane, Dorothy O’Steen, and
Sandy Koski, as well as sisters Little Rose S.H, Liss Mary S.H, and Sister
Roselit S.H since March 2018 through January 2020 to take an average of
30 blood pressure readings a month.  

During that time we were assisted by the nursing group, “Volunteer
Nurses for Wellness” as well as the student nurses from the University of

North Florida College of Nursing. (Their last
Sunday to volunteer with us was the
third Sunday of November 2019. A
HUGE THANK YOU TO THIS
GROUP, for all its help as we began
our journey with this Ministry. We
will miss them!)

In addition to taking your blood
pressure and telling you how the
measurements can affect your health,
we offer advice, as well as written

material provided by the American Heart
Association, to lower blood pressure, explain what your numbers mean,
signs of strokes, and More!

You will find us in the gathering area of the church after the 7:00 a.m.,
9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Masses the third Sunday of each month.  Stop by
to say hello, and get your blood pressure taken FOR FREE and pick up
some reading material to keep you healthy.

Also, if you are interested in helping with this ministry and would like
to see it expand to the other Masses at Christ the King, please contact
parishioner Barbara Crane at 904-641-8050. We would love to have your
help.

It’s your Blood Pressure
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by Adriana Giles

We recently celebrated our 2020 Catholic Schools Week at Christ the
King. (January 26 – January 31). It was a fun week filled with lots of
events on every day. We would like to thank Mrs. Lauren Valot for organ-
izing this week of fun! 

These are some of the activities that we had during the week:

Sunday, January 26 – (Celebrate Your Parish)

t Our celebration began with Mass at 9:00 a.m. All CTK students
attended Mass in their school uniforms and the Student Council did
the readings. Zach Joiner did the first reading, Alexis Graves did the
second reading, and the remainder of the student council carried the
gifts.
t All students who attended Mass in their school uniform had a uni-
form-free day on February 21. 

Monday, January 27 – (Celebrate Your Community)

t Monday morning the activities began in the gym, where Christ the
King and Morning Star prayed a Living Rosary led by Mrs. Lauren
Hogue. All students wore their school spirit shirts. 
t We also began our canned fruit drive for Catholic Charities.
t Student Council kicked off the Penny and Silver War to collect
money for a charity of its choosing.
t Right after the Living Rosary students were shown the school’s lip
dub video made by students and teachers. You can go to the school’s
website and take a look. https://www.ctkschooljax.com/ravens-review 
t The school also had cross grade activities. Students from middle
school were paired with grades from lower elementary. The students
went through different stations such as:

Body – Gym Circuit Training
Heart – Buddy Reading
Mind – Creating a letter or a drawing for a loved one
Soul – Meditating 

Tuesday, January 28 – (Celebrate Your Students / Arbor Day)

t At 8:00 a.m. we had a Forester Presentation in the gym.
t After the presentation students completed a Project Learning tree
activity. Some middle school students and parents worked planting
trees in our outdoor classroom. Grades Pre-K through fifth completed
the selected Project Learning Tree Lesson in their classroom.
t Also grades Pre-K to five went to the designated location and read
the book, The Reading Tree.

Wednesday, January 29 – (Celebrate The Nations)

t On Wednesday students wore red, white, and blue with their bot-
tom uniforms to honor our nation. 
t We began our day gathered around our school flagpole. First we
raised the American flag, did morning prayers led by Father Boddie,
and sang patriotic songs led by Mr. McKinnies. We sang “Yankee
Doodle Dandy” and “You’re a Grand Old Flag.”  
t At 9:00 a.m. active duty service men and women went to the class-
rooms and talked to the students about our nation and their jobs; stu-
dents were able to ask them questions. We would like to thank Mrs.
Lauren Valot for arranging this special time. We also want to thank the
service men and women that took time out of their busy workday and
came to the school. Thank you! Captain Applebee, Officer Valot,
Officer Staresinic, Officer Warner, Office Lapahie, Officer Sayre,
Commander Wallinger, Lieutenant Commander Brantley, and Chief
Petty Officer Santana.
t The students wrote thank you notes to the officers for their time.

Thursday, January 30 – (Celebrate Vocations)

t We attended our weekly school Mass at 8:00 a.m.
t All grades came to school dressed in their future vocation attire
(fireman, police officer, doctor, teacher, etc.) Students presented their
vocation in front of their classes.

Friday, February 31 – (Celebrate Faculty, Staff, and 

t Our teachers and staff were
shown appreciation for their ded-
ication and hard work with
breakfast.
t The FSA (Family School
Association) gave snacks to all
students at lunch, and music was
played.
t At 2:00 p.m. we had a Lip
Sync Showcase practice in front
of the entire school.
t Between 5:00 p.m. and 7:00
p.m. students in fifth grade
served the spaghetti dinner.
Thank you to all the families that
sponsored a dinner for L’Arche
Jacksonville residents. It was
overwhelming to see the good hearts our families at CTK have. The
rest of the proceeds went to the fifth grade fund for its trip to
Washington in June. 
tAt 8:00 p.m. families were able to see the final Lip Sync Showcase.

Catholic School Week
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Christ the King Council of
Catholic Women is sponsoring a
diaper drive for Women’s Help

Center.
Please bring in wipes and

diapers (especially sizes 4, 5,
and 6). Maternity clothes are

also accepted.
A big box will be in the
Gathering Area during the

month of March.

Thank you in advance!

MARCH
IS

DIAPER
DRIVE

MONTH!!

Lenten Fish Fry will start on Ash Wednesday, February 26.  Friday Lenten Fish Fry will
be held March 6, 13, 20, 27 and April 3. Hours are from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Stations of the Cross at CTK will be each Friday during Lent starting at 7:00 p.m. 

Penance Service will be held on March 25 at 7:00 p.m.  There will be a full staff of priests
stationed around the church to accommodate the many penitents.

Good Friday Soup and Bread will happen on April 10 after the Stations of the Cross,
which starts at noon, and before the Reading of the Passion at 3:00 p.m.

Father Boddie
wants to see you at

one of these
events...

(at least)

Get your Catholic Relief
Service Rice Bowl
Calendar for 2020

(attached to the Rice Bowl)

Lent is a 40-day journey of prayer, fasting and almsgiving.

Dates to Remember...
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