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 Morning Star School welcomed back 125 students on 

August 19. “As with most Catholic schools the COVID 

crisis has definitely affected our families in many ways. 

Our enrollment is down and over one-third of our students 

will be learning from home,” said Elaine Shott, Morning 

Star School’s new principal. “As the only special 

education school within our diocese our mission to serve 

children with learning and intellectual differences 

continues to remain the same. We are committed to 

keeping each child, and each family, focused on getting 

through this unusual school year and this difficult time.”  

 Over the summer months, the staff has worked hard to 

add many new health protocols to keep everyone safe. To 

prepare for e-learning the school has developed a unique 

educational platform making the virtual classroom an easy 

transition for all students. This creative platform provides a 

more social and inclusive environment keeping learners better 

connected to their teachers and classroom.  

 As for fundraising, the school made a very difficult 

decision to cancel their October Gala this year. They are still 

hopeful that their Golf Tournament will happen on Monday, 

February 8 at San Jose Country Club. Thanks to a  

very generous donation from the Chartrand family, the staff   

and students look forward to a new outdoor fitness area 

scheduled to be completed this fall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 About the photos…  The school gets a more secure front 

office entrance. The glass partitions provide a barrier for 

increased social distancing and a protective environment for 

student safety.  

 Children and staff must wear masks, desks are spaced six 

feet apart, and color-coded dots have been placed on the floors 

to properly space the students. Sanitation stations will be placed 

throughout the school and signs are posted to remind children to 

wash and sanitize their hands. 

Morning Star School Welcomes Students Back 

CLOSED... 
 
by Lucille Guzzone 
 
 About a year ago, our parish established the first ever lending 
library. We were well aware that in this digital age of Kindle and 
Nook, an archaic model of an old-fashioned library may not have 
appealed to parishioners. We worried that the desire to physically 
hold a real book may have waned in the last few years. Our 
anxiety was unfounded, however, because shortly after the word 
about the library went out, donations of the printed word flowed 
into the rectory. There were so many books that many of them 
were stored in large boxes under tables in the office since the 
shelves we were using in the Gathering Area did not offer enough 
space. In order to streamline the appearance of the library, many 
books were freely offered to anyone who wanted them. Once the 
books were shelved, we set up a check-out station where people 

could sign in and out borrowed materials. 
 Because of the initial success of the 
library, we then added a Children's Corner. 
Here the little ones were invited to peruse 
material pertaining to saints and angels and 
also to enjoy plenty of stories of Baby Jesus. 
  Then came the virus. In order to maintain 
safety, all printed materials in the church 
were removed. Right away the removal plan 
spread to the Gathering Area. The children's 
books were removed and stored. Pens and sign-up sheets were 
taken from the station. Now, although the adult books are still 
gathering dust on the shelves, they are no longer available for 
sharing. Our library is closed! 
 So many circumstances in our lives have been placed on hold. 
Our lives are now simplified and limited. We learn to patiently 
adapt. Thank goodness that our lending library will still be there 
when this COVID-19 virus finally makes its exit! 
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 Lee O. (Doman) Callahan died on 

April 26, 2020, in Tampa, FL. She was 

98. She was born in Cumberland, MD 

on January 30, 1922, the second of five 

children to Ernest C. Doman and Edna 

B. (Brock) Doman. 

 Her ancestors included John 

French, who bought 546 acres in 

western Virginia from Lord Fairfax in 

1748. Another relative from the period, 

Jacob Doman, was also an early settler 

in that area of the Virginia back-

country.  

 On Lee's mother's side, the Brock and Fout families were also 

settlers in the area in the eighteenth century. They were farmers, 

mill owners, a small-town mayor, and a Justice of the Peace. In 

1912, Ernest Doman, a second-generation carpenter, built a long 

swinging bridge across the Potomac River linking the Brock farm 

in West Virginia to Steyer, MD, where there was a railroad stop. 

Living on that farm was Edna Brock. Shortly after the bridge was 

built, Edna, aged 16, married Ernest Doman. They settled in 

nearby Cumberland, MD. 

 Ernest often traveled a wide area over several states for his 

carpentry work. Edna raised the family while also operating a 

neighborhood retail store. In addition, she was a sales 

representative for World Book Encyclopedias and a member of 

the Cumberland Chamber of Commerce. She won numerous sales 

awards. 

 Lee dated George Callahan of New Baltimore, PA, prior to 

World War II. At the outbreak of the war, she followed him to 

Washington, D.C. George was an Army Master Sergeant, training 

thousands of soldiers at nearby Fort Belvoir, VA. They married in 

1942. Later in the war, George served in both Europe and Asia. 

They were married for 55 years and lived in Jacksonville from 

1958 until 2012. For many years Lee was the administrative 

assistant to Dr. Ernest Miller at University Hospital in 

Jacksonville. 

 She is survived by her children, Michael Callahan (Inga), St. 

Petersburg; Ann Carter (William), Tampa; Patrick Callahan 

(Linda), Gainesville; and John Callahan (Cathy), Herndon, VA. 

Also surviving are 10 grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. 

She was predeceased by one grandchild, Matthew Callahan, 

Tampa. 

 Lee was an active volunteer at Christ the King Catholic 

Church, Jacksonville. Her life was a model of kindness, 

compassion, generosity, and justice. There was a private funeral 

service at Christ the King Catholic Church in Tampa on May 23, 

2020.  

 Internment in Jacksonville will be held later when 

circumstances permit. In lieu of flowers, please consider a 

donation to the Lee Callahan Scholarship Fund at Christ the King 

Catholic School, a National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence, 

6822 Larkin Rd., Jacksonville, FL, 32211.  

Obituary Of Lee Callahan 

by Staci Duncan, Florida Council of Catholic Women Service 

Commission Co-Chair 

 

 What is service? How do we provide service? Service is an 

action-word, meaning to do something, provide something, or 

help someone in need. I have three ways to think about serving 

others in ways as simple as a prayer, collecting items, or just 

simply writing a note while watching TV.  

 The first is the Catholic Mobilizing Network. The Catholic 

Mobilizing Network or CMN works closely with the United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and is a 

founding member of the St. Joseph Mission network and is a 

national organization. Their mission is to end the use of the death 

penalty, to transform the U.S. criminal justice system from 

punitive to restorative through education, advocacy, and prayer. It 

is based on the Gospel value that all humans are created in the 

image of God. They believe that all should be treated with 

dignity. CMN also creates and distributes materials about the 

Church’s Pro-Life teachings and restorative justice to be used in 

parishes and faith communities. These resources include radio 

podcasts, workshops with facilitators, parish bulletin inserts, state

-specific fact sheets and so much more. Most importantly, they 

campaign for the repeal of the death penalty. CMN also promotes 

prayer for the victims and death row inmates. They have also 

created prayer cards and set up prayer vigils to help bring an end 

to the death penalty. You can go to their website 

CatholicMobilizing.org and sign up for emails. Since signing up I 

have signed the National Catholic Pledge to End the Death 

Penalty. Bishop Estevez of the Diocese of St. Augustine recently 

put out a pastoral letter on capital punishment in Florida. 

 What a game-changer in what is perceived as humane! You 

can find his letter on the dosafl.com website. 

 In conjunction with prisoners, but a separate identity, is the 

Order of Malta Pen Pal Program. The National Council of 

Catholic Women (NCCW) Service Commission has initiated a 

project with the Order of Malta.  

 This program is a way to visit a prisoner without ever 

stepping foot in prison. It has the hope that the prisoner will feel 

that someone cares and gives them hope. It is done anonymously. 

The Order finds a prisoner who wants to be pen pals. You only 

use your first name and the mailbox you use is the Order of 

Malta. So simple, so easy, and so worthwhile. Any questions go 

to maltapenpalgrogram@ gmail.com and you can sign up at 

orderofmaltafederal.org/prison ministry.  

 The third is Walking With Moms in Need: A Year of 

Service. The Walking with Moms in Need started on March 25, 

2020 and continues till March 25, 2021. This is in celebration of 

the 25th anniversary of Pope St. John Paul II’s encyclical 

Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life). In honor of this 

anniversary, the USCCB’s Committee on Pro-Life Activities is 

inviting parishes to join this nationwide effort.  
Continued next page 

Florida Council of Catholic Women Service Commission 
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Florida Council of Catholic Women Service Commission (continued) 

 As we know, there are many challenges for the pregnant 

mom, and statistics from abortion providers stated that those who 

chose abortion were usually poor, young, and unmarried. These 

moms come from all ethnic backgrounds and many have a 

religious affiliation. Staggeringly, and almost unbelievably, 24% 

said they are Catholic. Even though we have missed the 

beginning of this due to the pandemic there is still time and much 

to do. Walkingwithmoms.com has your parish action guide ready 

to go. Maybe some parishes have already kicked this off and are 

in standstill mode. There are 5 phases and at this time we should 

have just finished up Phase 2. The real work comes in the next 3 

phases. So much of the work is already laid out for you in the 

Parish Action Guide. It basically shows you how to execute the 

program. 

 I know that in the Diocese of St. Augustine the Office of 

Human Life and Dignity has already started rolling out the 

program to every pastor. Every parish will be different. It is up to 

each parish to either create something new, give new birth to a 

ministry already in action or just commit to a local pregnancy 

help center. But when all else fails pray, pray for the moms, the 

mothers-to-be, and the success of the program. 

 All life matters from the cradle to the grave and we as Catholics 

are called to promote these Gospel values.  

by Jeanette Ghioto, Executive Director 

 

 Emergency Pregnancy 

Services (EPS) welcomed 

Father Boddie for a tour of 

our Arlington office on the 

feast of St. Louis of 

France. It was the perfect 

day! St. Louis cared for 

those in need and EPS does 

as well. 

 In 1974, a hotline, 

called Emergency Pregnancy Services (EPS), was established by 

a group of concerned citizens to help women in crisis pregnancy 

situations. EPS, a nonprofit agency, has remained a leader in the 

field of such services for over 40 years and serves both Duval and 

Clay Counties. It is known throughout the community as a place 

where women and families can receive information, practical 

assistance, compassion, empathy and hope. Emergency 

Pregnancy Services provides all their services at no cost to their 

clients through a variety of programs. 

 Emergency Pregnancy Services began serving in Arlington in 

2008. Many Christ the King parishioners helped to fix up, paint, 

and garden, creating a warm and welcoming space for women in 

crisis pregnancies. All three locations are as follows: 

 

 Main Office, Riverside 1637 King Street, Jacksonville, FL 

32204,  Phone: 904-308-7510 

 Arlington Office, 6903 Merr ill Road, Jacksonville, FL 

32277, Phone: 904-446-9009 

ORANGE PARK, 2300 Park Avenue Suite 204, Orange Park, FL 

32073, Phone: 904-215-2797 

Their website is: emergencypregnancyservices.org 

 

 Their Mission Statement: Empower ing women to make 

fact-based decisions regarding their pregnancy without judgement 

or pressure. 

  We know that knowledge equals power for women in crisis. 

Trained counselors provide a caring, non-judgmental atmosphere 

where women can be educated about their options. EPS believes 

that by doing all of this, we can 

empower women to make the right 

decision and choose life for their 

babies. In turn, we are helping build 

stronger and healthier families in 

our community. Your trust is 

important. All services provided at 

Emergency Pregnancy Services are 

free and are completely confidential. 

 Thanks to our benefactors EPS can provide all these services 

for FREE: 

 Pregnancy Testing: walk-in testing and ultrasounds. 

 Pregnancy, Abortion and Adoption Counseling 

 Proof of Pregnancy Document 

 Medicaid Referrals, Medical and Community Resources 

 Baby Related Items: diapers, formula, cribs, nursery 

items, infant and children's clothing 

 Maternity Clothing 

 

Services also include: 

 ADOPTION ADVOCACY - Allowing a woman to 

explore adoption without any pressure. Thanks to funding from 

the Choose Life license tags, we can care for all of a woman’s 

needs during her pregnancy when she chooses to place her baby 

for adoption. 

 If you or anyone you know may be experiencing a crisis 

pregnancy, please have them text or call 904-308-7510. 

 Thanks, Father Boddie, for visiting and helping to share the 

great news of EPS for women in crisis. 

 Our Apostles for the 

Heartbeats is a group of 

benefactors who ensure that all 

services are free. Please contact 

Jeanette.ghioto@ascension.org 

or 904-308-7821 if you would 

like information about 

becoming a benefactor or to 

receive timely text requests to 

pray for life when a woman is unsure as a member of the EPS 

Prayer Warriors.  

Father Boddie Tours Emergency Pregnancy Services 
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by Terry Frank, DGK, Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Council 4727 

 

 I would like to tell you about one of the 

richest men that I have ever known. Most of 

you recognize the name Bruce Belet due to 

his service to his country (Retired Navy), his 

service to Resurrection Catholic Church as 

Sacristan, his service to the community as a 

member of the Christ the King Knights of 

Columbus - Council 4727 or as a local 

business owner. Yes, he served his church, country and 

community faithfully, but he did it for the love of life and his 

fellow man, and most definitely not for the praise or recognition 

of doing. 

 However, these things are not why he was rich. No, he was 

rich in what mattered …..Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and 

Patriotism. These are the foundations of the Knights of 

Columbus. 

 CHARITY - The Knights of Columbus define this as: “Our 

Catholic faith teaches us to “Love thy neighbor as thyself.”  

 Our Brother, Bruce Belet lived this principle! He volunteered 

for every event possible that he could attend. He helped just 

about everyone he encountered that needed help. I witnessed this 

daily when I would spend time with Bruce. You could see that 

spirit of charity in him by his actions in all that he did. With the 

Knights, he was there, usually with a spatula in his hand, and he 

became a constant focal point of the purpose of those events… 

  UNITY - The Knights of Columbus define this as: “None of 

us is as good as all of us. ….we all know that - together - we can 

accomplish far more than any of us could individually.”  

 Brother Bruce Belet expressed this in his actions, both as a 

Knight, and in his daily life. Bruce firmly believed that unity of 

people, and especially Knights, made us more effective in our 

council, and made our community safer and unified. He also 

expressed this in his daily life. Bruce’s deep unity and love for 

his wonderful wife, Bertha, and his children, grandchildren, and 

great-grandchild, and his deep devotion and unity to his 

Catholic Faith!  

 FRATERNITY - The Knights of Columbus define 

this as: “Venerable Michael J. McGivney founded the 

Knights of Columbus, in large part, to provide assistance 

to the widows and children left behind when the family 

breadwinner died - often prematurely. The Order’s top-

rated insurance program continues to do this today.” 

 Bruce believed in, and cherished his time in 

fraternity with his brother Knights of Columbus for 

seven years. He supported our events, volunteered for 

most, and contributed to all. 

 PATRIOTISM - The Knights of Columbus define 

this as: “Members of the Knights of Columbus, be they 

Americans, Canadians, Mexicans, Cubans, Africans, 

Filipinos, Poles, or Dominicans, are patriotic citizens. 

We are proud of our devotion to God and country, and 

believe in standing up for both.” 

 Our Brother, Bruce Belet was a proud Knight, 

American, and veteran. He served 20 years in the U.S. 

Navy serving our country, and six years in the Knights of 

Columbus as a 4th Degree Member. His patriotism expanded to 

his business, being veteran-owned, he took great pride in his 

Faith, Knighthood, and Patriotism. 

 With Bruce Belet’s level of Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and 

Patriotism, both expressed and lived, I viewed him as one of the 

richest men I have ever known! 

 His spirit of being a Knight was infectious. You knew from 

the moment you met him that his spirit was bigger than himself, 

as if he always had an impenetrable shield of that spirit around 

him. One of his greatest joys was preparing breakfast for the 

Honor Students at Christ the King and Resurrection. 

 His deep devotion and love for his wife, whom he truly 

adored, was very obvious. His love for his entire family was also 

at that highest level, and with such a proud and caring heart, but 

a firm heart when he, or someone in his family needed him to be 

there for them.  

 Bruce’s faith never wavered at any time while I knew him. In 

every decision and path he chose, his faith guided him skillfully 

and with ease, because his faith was so strong. I was privileged to 

speak with and be with him throughout his battle with this 

illness, and I believe that he was more focused and concentrated 

on his faith than ever before at this time.  

  It is my hope and prayers that all of you will also have this 

richness in your life as Bruce gave to all of us on this earth. I am 

fortunate to have been a friend and brother Knight to this man, 

and I hope that all of you at some point in your life, have the 

opportunity to know someone as rich and caring…know that I 

did in Bruce! Or better yet, be that rich person, as Bruce was, to 

someone you encounter during your time here! 

 Bruce left us and joined his Lord May 14, 2020. Bruce, you 

will continue to be loved and missed, and as a Knight always 

remembered!   

 

Vivat Jesus ! 

A Knight to Remember - Bruce Belet 




