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Morning Star’s Sister Elise awarded the Benemerenti Medal 

by Abbie Johnson, Director of Development, Morning Star School 
 
 Sister Elise has been with Morning Star School in Jacksonville for a 
number of years. She works in the front office and teaches religion to our 
primary students.  
 Sister Elise was recently awarded the Benemerenti Medal by Pope Francis. 
This honor was created by Pope Gregory XVI in 1832 and originally awarded to 
soldiers within the papal army as a military honor. It was later extended to the 
clergy and laity for specialized service to the church and its members. This 
award was only granted after a recommendation by our own Bishop Estevez was 
made, and then reviewed through the office of the Vatican. Very few of these 
medals have been given, making it a true honor to, not only be nominated, but to 
be awarded the medal.  
 Prior to coming to Morning Star, Sister Elise worked as a first-grade 
elementary teacher for ten years, then became the principal at St. Pius. Over her 
twenty-seven years as principal, she faced many challenges, the biggest being 
funding the ever-growing school. The most rewarding part of her job was 
having prior students return as adults to visit and enroll their own children. 
There were times throughout her tenure where they had fourth generation 

students coming through their programs.  
 Please join Morning Star School in congratulating our own Sister Elise for her hard work, dedication, and 
prayerful service to the Diocese of St. Augustine!   
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Bishop Thomas Nguyen Thai Thanh 
visits 

 Christ the King Parish 

ĐỨC CHA TÔMA NGUYỄN THÁI THÀNH VIẾNG THĂM GIÁO XỨ CHÚA KITÔ VUA 
 
 Vào cuối tuần 18-19 tháng 9 vừa qua, Giáo xứ Chúa 
Kitô Vua rất hân hoan đón tiếp Đức Cha Tôma Nguyễn Thái 
Thành ghé thăm. Ngài đã được Đức Giáo hoàng Phanxicô 
bổ nhiệm làm Giám mục Phụ tá Giáo phận Orange, Hoa Kỳ 
hôm mùng 6 tháng 10 năm 2017. Khẩu hiệu giám mục của 
ngài là: “Ngài dẫn dắt tôi” được lấy ý từ Thánh vịnh 23, câu 
2. Tính ra cũng đã gần 8 năm trời kể từ khi Ngài rời Giáo xứ 
Chúa Kitô Vua.  
 Trong dịp này, Ngài dành riêng trọn ngày Thứ Bảy, 
18/09, để tĩnh tâm cho cộng đoàn Việt Nam với chủ đề 

“Cuộc hành trình nội 
tâm & Con Đường Tông 
Đồ”. Có khoảng 60 
người tham dự. Tạ ơn 
Chúa và cám ơn Đức 
Cha đã cho cộng đoàn chúng con một ngày tĩnh tâm thật tốt đẹp. 
 Ngày Chúa Nhật, 19/09, Đức Cha dâng thánh lễ lúc 11:00 giờ sáng cho 
Giáo xứ và lúc 2:00 trưa cho cộng đoàn Việt Nam. Ngài thiết tha kêu gọi 
mọi người tiếp tục sống đoàn kết, yêu thương, và xây dựng cộng đoàn. 
 

 
 
 On the weekend of September 18-19, Christ the King Parish was very 
pleased to welcome Bishop Thomas Nguyen Thai Thanh. He was 
appointed by Pope Francis as Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Orange, 
USA on October 6, 2017. His episcopal motto is: “He leads me,” taken 
from Psalm 23, verse 2. It has been almost eight years since he left Christ 
the King Parish. 

 On this occasion, he dedicated 
the whole day of Saturday, September 
18, to a retreat for the Vietnamese 
community with the themes "Journey 
Within” and “Embracing the Way of 
Discipleship." About 60 people 
attended. We thank God and the 
Bishop for such a wonderful and faith
-filled day. 
 On Sunday, September 19, Bishop 

Thanh celebrated Mass at 11:00 a.m. 
for the parish, and at 2:00 p.m. for the 
Vietnamese community. He earnestly 

called everyone to continue to live in 
solidarity, love, and building up the 
community. 
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Christ the King School's first ever private 
school league soccer team in December 

1970. It was a fun team to coach and scores 
were kept in the low single digits. 

Fifty years ago these were the 
Christ the King School 
cheerleaders led by their 
indomitable coach Mrs. Hazel 
Ghiotto (nee Boyle). Designed by 
the coach's new husband, the first 
ever Ravens embroidered patch.  
 
How many can you name? 

 

Current Events 

Life Chain (Christ the 

King Parishioners) 

Atlantic Blvd 

October 3 
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Current Events - cont.  

The Youth Ministry attended an event 
called "Rise Up" featuring Adoration, 
Catholic musician Sarah Kroger, and 
Catholic speaker DJ Bernal.  

First Friday Mass at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall,  

every month at 6:30 p.m. 

Christ the King Rosary March, Saturday, October 2 

Knights of Columbus Tootsie Roll Drive at Publix and Christ the 
King.  $2,700+ collected for Persons with Developmental 

Disabilities  
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The Feast of all Feasts 

by Lucille Guzzone 
 

 In 1630 a group of intrepid 
Englishmen and their families 
made the nearly perilous voyage 
across the Atlantic Ocean to 
establish a life in the New World. 
Staunch and steadfast Christians, 
they made the trip in order to 
worship their faith freely. They 
met obstacles at home by their 
intentions to “purify” the Catholic 
and Anglican beliefs practiced 

there. Early Boston became the home of John 
Winthrop, Puritan governor of the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony and later, Paul 
Revere, silversmith and 
famous figure frequently 
mentioned in our history 
texts. Years later, the 
settlers sought complete 
independence from their 
Fatherland. One of their 
early houses of worship 
was the famous Old 
North Church where 
they hung the lanterns 
(“One if by land, two if 
by sea.”) to warn of the 
impending arrival of 
British troops. 
 After the successful Revolutionary War, the 
religion of the North End of Boston was completely 
Protestant. 
 In 1865, due to much poverty and the potato 
famine in Ireland, the Irish began putting down roots 
in the area. After contentious and hostile battles with 
the “lower” classes of these “horrid Catholics,” the 
Protestants moved out and began settling in other 
sections of Boston. 
 The Irish dominance in the area lasted until about 
1890, when a huge influx of Italians moved in. The 
Irish then escaped these “lowly” Italians, moved out 
of the neighborhood and settled in the southern part of 
the city and became what is now known as Boston’s 
“Southies.” 
 By 1890, the citizens of Boston’s North End were 
nearly 99% Italian, and the area became “Little Italy.” 
Italian culture permeated the area swiftly and 
completely. Their Catholic faith was the focus of their 
lives. They brought with them the traditions of the 
country including celebrations and colorful feasts in 
the honoring of their patron saints. These massive 

parties still exist 
today. Statues of the 
Saints, laden in gold 
and money, are 
paraded throughout 
the neighborhood. 
Bands play, souvenirs 
and holy objects are 
sold in kiosks which 
are set up along the 
streets. The delicious 
food, including pizza, 
sausage, peppers, 
delicacies permeate 
the air. 
 In 1919 a precious 
statue of Saint 
Anthony was brought over from Montefalcione, a 
small town west of Naples. At the time, the Boston 
parish looked for a safe place to store the statue until 
the last weekend in August when the saint would be 
brought out to be celebrated. My grandmother’s sister, 
Aunt Rose, lived in a large apartment with a living 
room perfectly suited for a makeshift chapel, a perfect 
home for the saint. It remained in my aunt’s home 
until 1950 when she passed away. As a child, I never 
really understood the significance of being so close to 
this precious piece of art. Once a year, for about 10 
years, my cousin and I were dressed in brown robes, 
looking like miniature Franciscans, and marched in 
the parade alongside the statue. 
 This year, I brought my daughter, daughter-in-
law, and grandson to experience the Feast. They were 
truly impressed when the parade passed by my aunt’s 
former home. The men lowered the saint in front of 
the door to honor her part in this historical event. 

What an amazing and tender 
moment for me and my 
family! 
 National Geographic once 
stated that this Feast of Saint 
Anthony in Boston’s 
historical neighborhood was 
considered “the feast of all 
feasts.”  
 Those early prim and 
proper Puritans would be 
horrified by the continued 
joyous party atmosphere that 
is still taking place in the 
settlement which they 
founded for simplicity and 
solemnity. 


