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Advent Family for Life Rosary March 

Submitted by Nick Klepac 
 
 Family for Life asked all Jacksonville Churches to adopt one 
hour in Advent to march in front of A Woman’s Choice 
Abortion Clinic on University Avenue.  
 Christ the King’s Monsignor Boddie, Fathers Bernie and 
Julio, Deacon George, three of our Sisters, the Knights and 
others marched for one hour November 29 from 10 - 11 a.m. 
 In 2020, 6246 Unknown Unborn Babies Were Aborted in 
Jacksonville. In 2021, we estimate the abortions in JAX will be 
close to 7000! Over 100,000 children lost to abortion in 
Jacksonville since 2005! 22 babies are killed by abortion 
EVERY day in JAX. 
 

We believe if we do our best, God will do the rest! 
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Video Ministry - Nylor Mercader 

Blessing of St. Joseph Statue 

by Edith Hubert 
 
 One new thing to come from the 
pandemic is our Video Ministry, 
which includes parishioners involved 
in recording, livestreaming, and 
posting the videos of Mass each 
weekend or for special occasions. 
 When the pandemic began, our 
Masses were filmed by a 
professional news cameraman, David 
Estrada, who volunteered his time to 
help the parish. When David and his 
wife moved out of state about a year 
ago our parishioner, Nylor Mercader, 
stepped in and offered to livestream 
the Masses. Using her phone, a 

tripod, and a special microphone, Nylor recorded each 
Mass and posted the video to Facebook and YouTube. 
When YouTube began inserting advertisements of their 
choice in the midst of videos, the parish decided to 
forego using that service and now only posts the videos 
to our parish's Facebook page. https://
www.facebook.com/ctkcatholicjax/videos. (You may 
have to sign in.) 
 Nylor usually livestreams the Saturday 4:00 p.m. 
Mass but has also volunteered to livestream other 
special Masses such as Confirmation and Easter Vigil. 
 During the livestream, Nylor tries to focus on the 

most important aspect, for example the Reader, or the 
musicians during a Prelude, or sometimes the crucifix 
during Communion. 
 Working out the technical kinks was a process that 
lasted over time, and Nylor upgraded her own 
equipment in order to improve the audio and video 
quality. We are so grateful for all her dedication and 
consistent loving volunteer work over this time and in 
her other service to the parish through the Handbell 
Choir, Filipino Ministry, Filipino Choir/Himig 
Handog, especially organizing and encouraging this 
group to provide all the music - for the first time ever - 
for last year's Simbang Gabi Mass at our parish.  
 Others who assist with this Video Ministry are Edie 
Hubert, our Director of Music, who types the digital 
Worship Aid each week (including all the words to the 
hymns and parts of the Mass), Nick Klepac, who 
publishes the digital Worship Aids on the parish 
website (which he also manages), Carolyn Audije, who 
livestreams the Sunday 5:00 p.m. Mass if Nylor is not 
available, and Nylor's daughter, Mia Solis, who finds 
time to fill in for her mom and film, often while 
cantoring and/or playing handbells. We have a 
wonderful group of dedicated individuals working to 
make our parish Masses available online, and welcome 
other parishioners who may wish to volunteer. Please 
contact Edie at edie@ctkcatholic.com or via the 
Rectory, 904-724-0080 x310. 
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The Jesse Tree 

by Mickey Kenny 
(reprinted from a previous Courier edition) 
 
 If you’re searching for a way to make 
Christmas more spiritual, you really have to 
begin with Advent. This is the time in the 
Church year when we concentrate on waiting 
for the Messiah. If a part of each day is spent in 
thinking of the biblical times in which Mary, 
Joseph, and an unaware world waited for the 
birth of Jesus, the day itself can be more deeply 
appreciated because it will be an individual, 
present-day fulfillment of a long awaited event. 
In addition, we will experience growth in the 
knowledge of our Jewish heritage and the world 
of Jesus. We are a New Testament people, but 
we grow out of the Old Testament. The Jesse 
Tree is a marvelous way prepare for the coming 
of Jesus. 
 The inspiration for the tree is from Isaiah 
11:l. “But a shoot shall sprout from the stump 
of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall 
blossom.” And who is Jesse? Jesse was the 
father of David, his youngest son. And David 
was the son anointed by the prophet to establish 
a royal family to be the King of Israel (1 
Samuel, 16:1-13), and Mary and Joseph were 
from the House of David. 
 The Jesse Tree is a representation of the 
family tree of Jesus. It begins with the making 
of a tree or vine that is empty of leaves. Then 
ornaments or leaves are made which have a 
symbol and a name of any of the ancestors of 
Jesus. The tree can be elaborate or plain. It can 
begin with a list of people who are to be added 
on during the Advent period. Some suggested people to begin with are Abraham, Isaac, Noah, Jacob, Moses, and 
Ruth. Scripture readings that tell the stories of these individuals can be read – and prayer time helps to see how 
each of these people has a deeper meaning in our lives. 
 The last week before Christmas could be reserved for such people as David, Jesse, Anne (the mother of Mary), 
Elizabeth, Mary and Joseph. Bible stories may also be read.  
 There are two publications that could give you great ideas for the Jesse Tree. You might be able to get these at 
the Religious Articles Store: The Jesse Tree, the Heritage of Jesus in Stories and Symbols of Advent for the 
Family, by Raymond and Georgene Anderson published by Fortress Press; and the Jesse Tree Kit, An Advent 
Project for Family, Classroom or Parish, by Lynn M. Simms and Betsy Walter, published by Pauline Books and 
Media operated by The Daughters of St. Paul.  
 While the Jesse Tree is displayed and begins to “blossom”, those who visit your home will probably ask about 
it, and this will give you another opportunity to think about the real meaning of Christmas and how Advent can 
truly be a time of preparation for the coming of Christ. Your expression of this may be the greatest gift you give 
your friends and neighbors. 
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Saint Florian 

by Carlos Iselin Rodriguez and Ellin Iselin 
 
 In these challenging times with the start of 
COVID-19 in 2020, our strong firefighters and 
paramedics are working harder than ever saving 
lives. They are an inspiration to us all that 
humanity can stomp any challenge when we unite. 
The strong also need protectors as well, and they 
come in the form of saints. For firefighters this is 
Saint Florian because of valiant acts such as 
saving homes, protesting movements, and dying as 
a martyr for God. 
 Saint Florian was born in the Roman Empire, 
in what is now Austria, in 250 AD and passed 
away on 304 AD. He joined the empire’s military, 
rising through the ranks, fast becoming a high-
ranking army officer. There are also stories where 
Florian once extinguished a huge fire with only a 
single water bucket saving a village that would 
have burned down.  
 Florian eventually went to command the 
Roman province of Noricum, which is now 
Austria. During the Diocletianic Persecution of the 
Christians in the Roman Empire, he was 
sympathetic and ignored the orders sent from 
Rome. The capital would not be pleased.  
 Reports eventually came in that he was to be 
burned at the stake. Before he was to die, he 
stated, "If you wish to know that I am not afraid of 
your torture, light the fire, and in the name of the 
Lord I will climb onto it." Shocked, his executers 
instead decided to drown him in the Enns River by 
tying a millstone to his body. 
Through his miracles, heroic actions, and devotion 
to God, Florian is the patron saint of firefighters 
and of fire prevention. It is the gifts God gave him 
to perform these actions and miracles that led him 
to do these great deeds. We can take inspiration from Saint Florian’s as well as all our firefighters’ honor and 
bravery. 
 
Works Consulted 
Catholic Online. “St. Florian - Saints & Angels.” Catholic Online,  
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=149.  
Kosloski , Philip. “Why Is St. Florian the Patron Saint of Firefighters?” Aleteia, Aleteia - Catholic Spirituality, Lifestyle, 
World News, and Culture, 17 Sept. 2020, https://aleteia.org/2020/09/17/why-is-st-florian-the-patron-saint-of-firefighters/
amp/.  
“National Society of Saint Florian and Saint Michael: First Responders.” First Responders Foundation, 17 Dec. 2020, 
https://firstrespondersfoundation.org/programs/national-society-of-saint-florian-and-saint-michael/. 
 
Art by Naturpuur, CC BY 4.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0>, via Wikimedia Commons, no changes made. 


