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NEW and Exciting Things Happening at CTK 

by Caitlin Zeal 
 
 Christ the King welcomes a new and exciting 
school year for 2021-2022. We are thankful and 
blessed to have our faculty, staff, students, and families 
back and ready to start an amazing year together. A few 
happenings at CTK are our growing faculty, staff and 
technology improvements for every class. 
 The school continues to grow its student population 
which means the need for more hard-working faculty 

and staff to serve our students and families. This year 
we have welcomed three new members to our faculty 
and one new member of staff. Ms. Salkay, Mrs. Joiner, 
and Mrs. Burge are joining our faculty and Ms. Cox is 
joining our staff. Ms. Salkay is an alum of Bishop 
Kenney and UF and will be teaching first grade. Mrs. 
Joiner and Mrs. Burge have both been a very important 
part of our Christ the King family for many years, but 
this year they are joining as a part of the faculty family. 
Mrs. Joiner is teaching third grade and Mrs. Burge is 
teaching fifth grade. Ms. Cox is in charge of the 
technology at Christ the King which continues to grow 
and improve. We are very fortunate to grow our faculty 
and staff with such amazing talent and love for our 

school.  
 CTK has always integrated technology into the 
classrooms; however, this year we are adding some 
truly impressive technology into every class. Each class 
has a new state-of-the-art interactive touch display 
screen for students and teachers to bring more modern 
interactivity to the classroom. Students are able to 
interact with the screen itself or through displaying 
their work directly from their iPad to the screen. Our 
elementary classes also have increased the number of 
iPads for each class, allowing more students to have 
individual access to technology in their daily learning. 
Christ the King students definitely get to work closely 
with fun modern technology in the classroom.  
 Christ the King has much to look forward to this 
school year with a growing faculty, staff, and evolving 
technology. We cannot wait to see what we will do 
next. 
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Morning Star School Proudly Receives Fundraising 

Efforts from a Christ the King Student 

by Abbie Johnson, Director of Development 
  
 The money from the ‘Ohana Fundraiser was 
presented as a contribution for a therapeutic sensory 
room for the students at the Morning Star School, by 
Gianna Capri. The ‘Ohana Fundraiser is in Memory of 
Michael Alberico, her uncle, who passed away in April 
2021 of complications from a degenerative disease. 
Ohana means family 
in Hawaiian and her 
uncle loved the 
Hawaiian Islands. 
Gianna’s brother 
attends Morning 
Star School which is 
the only special 
education school in 
the Diocese of St. 
Augustine and 
currently serves 
over 140 students. 
 Gianna, also a 
Cinderella Tot*, 
organized her first fundraiser, a holiday toy drive for 
Wolfson’s Children’s Hospital in Jacksonville, Florida 
in 2019. Many local businesses and schools 
participated; she collected over 500 toys that brought 
so much joy to children who could not be home for the 
holidays. In 2020, on top of the many toys Gianna 
collected as a Cinderella Ambassador*, she also raised 

$2,500 from online donations and a partnership with 
Christ the King Student Council.  
 Many community participants are looking forward 
to the annual toy drive 
this year as well. Last 
year truly was Cinderella 
Magic and a fantastic way 
to give back to the 
community. Gianna plans 
to continue the magic this 
year, once again 
providing more toys than 
ever before to Wolfson’s 
Children’s Hospital under 
the new toy drive’s name, The ‘Ohana Toy Drive. It 
will also be in honor of her uncle.  
  
 *Editor’s Note: Gianna is seven and has been the 
Ambassador for the Florida delegation the past two 
years The International Cinderella Scholarship 
program, founded in 1976, is now one of the most 
prestigious scholarship-oriented pageant systems of its 
kind. They champion the need and value of higher 
education for women and have promoted that goal by 
awarding millions of dollars in cash college 
scholarships to young women from the United States 
and a host of foreign countries. According to their 
Florida website “Cinderella does not place emphasis 
on physical beauty, but rather seeks to promote the 
beautiful inner person that should reside in everyone.” 

by Jeanie Wilks 
 
 Growing up, the dinner table was a gathering area 
each day where we would turn off the television and 
talk …about the news, about the family, about work/
school, about the dog. There was always room at the 
table for anyone who stopped by. I learned the art of 
conversation. 
 When I was a single adult, I was expected for 
Sunday dinner. Being a member of a liturgical music 
group with other singles who didn’t have family in 
town and with a five-hour break between Masses, they 
often came home with me, so our dinner table grew. I 
never knew how many were coming over and neither 
did my parents but much like the multiplication of 

loaves and fishes, somehow there was always enough 
food to share; often it was a smorgasbord of leftovers to 
fill out the table along with the intended meal.  
 The conversations, the laughter, the music (yes, we 
had our guitars) led to incredible afternoons and 
lifelong friendships even as we drifted across the 
country in various directions. My sons grew up with 
the same. Then the teenage years arrived … Their 
friends discovered our dinner table and eventually so 
did their parents. The dinner table continued to grow 
our extended family! 
 Humanity across the world celebrates life and 
family around food. It draws people together and then 
we talk. 

What the World Needs Now …. is a dinner table. 
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The Return of Fall Sports at CTK 

by Caitlin Zeal 
 
 Christ the King welcomes back our fall sports, and 
students are ready to play! Last year fall sports were 
either put on hold or did not occur due to COVID-19 
and restrictions. This year students were excited to see 
all the fall sports were returning. Students, fourth to 
eighth grades, are allowed to try out and play for our 
school teams. Many students eagerly tried out for our 
cheerleading squad, girls’ and boys’ JV and varsity 
basketball teams, and cross-country team.  

 Cheerleading held tryouts during the summer and 
students have already begun their practices getting 
ready to cheer on our Ravens at their games. 
 Our basketball teams are ready for another 
competitive season. Coach Elmo said that the teams 
are ready and with some divisional changes they look 
forward to their season ahead. Their first official game 
will be against Holy Family in September.   
 Cross Country is up and running this school year. 
Students practice stretching and running after school 
in preparation for their cross-country meets on 
Wednesday afternoons. We can’t wait to see our 
runners fly by their competition.  
 Christ the 

King students are 
hardworking and 
hard playing. We 
cannot wait to 
see how far our 
students and 
teams will go in 
their fall sports. 

I Dream of Jeanie 

by Jeanie Wilks 
 
 It is with great 
sadness that I look 
about me and observe 
humans and our 
inhumanity. When I 
look deeper, I begin to 
understand – people 
dine together at tables 
yet there exists no communion as they gaze into 
screens rather than each other’s eyes (eyes that cannot 
see) and they have air pods in their ears so they cannot 
listen (ears that cannot hear). Children sit with screens 
as well as adults. 
 We are disconnected through our connectivity; we 
consume but do not create. Those who are artists must 
disconnect from tech and connect with the world 
around them to see and to hear, to create. Artists must 
risk revealing themselves through their art; often this is 
their greatest fear. 
 Working with students, I am often questioned as to 
why we are limited yet I often wonder why others are 
not. Evaluating selections, we look for goodness in the 
message we share. The Arts are creative, 
communicative, and reflective.  I am blessed to have 
two creative sons. We are apart yet we are not. When 
we speak there is communion through literature, 
philosophy, theology, and music…we risk revealing to 
each other a deeper truth of who each of us really is. 
Love allows us this privilege.  
 This is the beauty of God’s presence in our lives 
whether recognized or not. In St. John Paul II’s Letter 
to Artists in 1999, he writes: 
 
 “A noted Polish poet, Cyprian Norwid, wrote that 
‘beauty is to enthuse us for work, and work is to raise 
us up.’ The theme of beauty is decisive for a discourse 
on art. It was already present when I stressed God's 
delighted gaze upon creation. In perceiving that all he 
had created was good, God saw that it was beautiful as 
well. The link between good and beautiful stirs fruitful 
reflection. In a certain sense, beauty is the visible form 
of the good, just as the good is the metaphysical 
condition of beauty. This was well understood by the 
Greeks who, by fusing the two concepts, coined a term 
which embraces both: kalokagathía, or beauty-
goodness. On this point Plato writes: ‘The power of 
the Good has taken refuge in the nature of the 
Beautiful.’” 
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A Few Observations by Andy Rooney, Jr. 

 (aka Paul Ghiotto) 

 For those youngsters who don’t remember the late 
Andy Rooney, the curmudgeonly fixture at the end of 
the weekly “60 Minutes” television show on Sunday 
nights on CBS, then Google it! Rooney was both a 
television personality as well as a noted newspaper and 
magazine columnist who gave his views on just about 
everything – from what was in his desk’s top drawer to 
American political leaders and their foibles. For you 
older readers you remember Rooney for, if nothing 
else, his bushy eyebrows and how you wanted to cut 
them! So, in the spirit of ol’ Andy, a Bronze Star 
recipient in the Army during World War II, and who 
once stated that “an average dog is nicer than an 
average person,” here goes. 
 Do you ever wonder why youngsters want to 
become altar servers? I say “servers” because back in 
my day we didn’t have altar girls, only altar 
boys, and we liked it that way! Even then we 
boys were practicing on keeping the opposite 
sex in their place; just something about 
having to answer to a team leader who was a 
girl. Then we grew up, got married, and got 
used to it. 
 Which brings me to my next sore point. 
If the Christ the King gym is named for 
Mary, the Queen of Heaven, shouldn’t it be 
called the “Queendome” and not the 
“Kingdome”? 
 Do you ever think about how many 
people attend Mass each Saturday/Sunday 
all over the world? From huge cathedrals to 
small country churches, in people’s homes, 
or on cruise or military ships at sea or from 
the top of a Humvee in places like Iraq, 
Mass is said everywhere. Speaking of the 
military, my Navy ship, a cruiser, had only a 
Protestant minister. The aircraft carriers had 
Catholic chaplains. I would see someone’s 
dog tags on which had to be imprinted one’s 
religion – Catholic, Protestant, Jewish (sorry, 
no other religions needed to apply back in 
the ’60s) – and ask the “Protestant sailor” 
just exactly what he was protesting. I never 
got a printable answer. I think it was so 
mother back home just knew her son was a 
saintly sailor.  
 Do you ever wonder why some people 
won’t even throw a dollar in the weekly 
collection? The Catholic dollar of my day is 
worth about ten today. I guess some 

churchgoers think JEA gives churches free electricity, 
the pastor’s car runs on squirrel power, and the grass is 
cut by roaming bands of feral goats.   
 Have you ever wondered how some women can 
never find their phone when it rings? They delve 
through their purses like TSA officials at the airport 
before they finally fish out the culprit and speak to the 
car warranty guy. Now I know why they used to hang 
phones on kitchen walls. Walls have never gotten 
misplaced. 
 Have you ever thanked your teachers, be they in 
school or at home, for helping you learn how to read? 
Being able to read is a great skill but don’t you think 
cell phones should go “blank” as soon as one steps off 
a curb into a busy street and tries to get to the other 
side? 


